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ov 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OP  THE  FIFTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBEK  16,  16ia 


Monday.  Noyember  16, 1818. 

The  tceond  Bettion  of  the  FifWenth  Congrem 
eommenccd  this  day  At  the  City  of  Washington, 
confonnmbly  to  the  aei  passed  the  18ih  of  April, 
IB18,  eotilied  ^  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress ;"  and  the  Senate  as- 
sembled. 

pbbsbht: 

Datid  L.  Morril,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Prbrtirs  Mbllbn,  from  Massachusetts. 

Jambs  Bubbill Junior,  from  Rhode  Island  and 
ProTidence  Plantations. 

Isaac  Ticbbnor  and  William  A.  Palmbb, 
from  Vermont. 

Dated  Daogitt,  from  Connecticut. 

RuFus  KiHQ  and  Natbab  Sanpobd,  from  New 
York. 

Mablon  Digkbrsob  and  Jambs  J.  Wilsob, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Abnbb  Laoock  and  Jobatbab  Robbrts,  from 
PennsylTania. 

Robbbt  H.  Qoldsbobouqb,  from  Maryland. 

Jambs  Babbodr  and  Jobb  W.  Bppbs,  from 
Virginia. 

Natbanibl  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillabd  and  William  Smitb,  from 
Sooth  Carolina. 

JoBfl  Williams  and  Jobn  Hbnbt  Baton, 
from  Tennessee. 

Bbhjamib  Rdoolbb,  from  Ohio. 

Blioids  Fbombbtin  and  Hbnbt  Johnson, 
from  Looisiana. 

Jambs  Nobi«b  and  Wallir  Taylor,  from 
Indiana. 

Waltbr  Lbakb  and  Tbomas  H.  Willums, 
from  Mississippi. 

John  Qaillabd,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Pben Tiss  Mbllbn,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
LegisJatare  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Bli  P.  Ashman ;  William  A.  Palmbb, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  ihe  Legislature  of  tbe 
Slate  of  Vermont,  to  supply  the  vaeancy  occa- 


sioned by  the  resignation  of  James  Fisk;  and 
Jobn  Hbnbt  Eaton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Bxecutive  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  supply 
the  ▼acsDcy  occasioned  by  the  resiffnation  of 
George  W.  Campbell,  respectively  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seaU  in 
the  Senate. 

A  quorum  being  present,  a  message  was  ssBt 
to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  notifying  that 
body  of  the  fact. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  jointly  with  a 
committee  to  be  appointed  bv  the  other  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  waitinff  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses 
were  organized,  Ac.  Messrs.  Macon  and  Dao- 
OBTT,  were  appointed  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

A  Committee  of  Bngrossed  Bills  was  appoint* 
ed,  consisting  ofMessrs.RuQQL£8,DicKBBSON,  and 

MOBBIL. 

A  Committee  of  Accounts  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Lagocb,  Daqqbtt,  and  Digk- 

ERSON. 

Mr.  MoBBiL  ofiered  a  resolution  for  appoint- 
ing a  joint  Library  Committee,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
a  resolution  for  appointing  a  Chaplain  to  each 
House  i  both  of  which  resolutions  received  their 
first  readings ;  and,  after  adopting  the  usual  rale 
respecting  newspapers,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tubsdat,  November  17. 

Jbbbmiab  MoBBOW,  from  the  State  of  Ohio: 
and  Albxandbb  C.  Hanson,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  attended  this  day. 

Toe  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains to  Congress,  was  read  the  second  time,  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
to  the  House  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  jwssed. 

Mr.MAGON  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  informed  the  committee,  that  he  woald 
make  a  communication  to  the  two  Houses  this 
day. 
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Mr.  MoBBiL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  considerBtioD ;  which  wis  read : 

Buohed,  Thtt  Mountioy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
IBergeant-at-Annfl  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby  ie, 
anthorised  to  employ  one  aenetaat  and  two  horMib  ^r 
«the  pnrpoee  of  performing  eubh  eervicee  ae  are  nraiAiy 
reqiured  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  which  ez- 
ftenae  ahaU  be  paid  ont  of  the  contingent  fond. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  Library  Committee,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  ;  and  Messrs.  Diokbbson,  Kiho, 
and  Fbombnttn,  w^re'appointed  the  committee 
>on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following'  Message  was  receiVed  from  the 
Pbesideiit  of  tub  Ukitbd  States  : 
PellouheUizeiu  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  Houee  of  lUpreeentaHve*  : 

The  anspieious  circnmstanoea  under  which  yon 
will  oommenee  the  duties  of  the  present  session  will 
Ughten  the  burdens  inseparable  from  the  high  trust 
committed  to  yon.'  The  fruits  of  the  earth  hare  been 
tmusually  abundant;  commerce  has  flonrtshed;  the 
Revenue  nas  exceeded  the  most  fovorable  anticipation, 
and  peace  and  amity  are  preserred  with  foreign  na- 
titfua  on  conditions  Just  and  honorable  to  our  eountnr. 
For  these  inestifflable  bleMing*  we  cannot  but  be 
grateful  to  that  Proridence  which  watdies  oTer  the 
destiny  of  nations. 

As  tfadS  term  limited  for  the  operation  of  the  oom- 
merdsl  conTention  with  Great  Britain  will  expire 
eariy  in  the  month  of  Ju^  next,  and  it  was  deemed 
toportant  that  there  should  be  no  interral,  during 
which  that  portion  of  our  commerce,  whidi  was  pio- 
yridoA  for  by  that  conTention,  should  not  be  regulated, 
either  by  .arrangements  between  the  two  Gorem- 
ments,  or  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  the  Miniiter 
of  the  United  States  at  London  was  instructed,  early 
in  the  lastSmnmer,  to  iuTite  the  attention  of  the  Brit> 
ish  Government  to  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  that 
object.  He  wss  instructed  to  propose,  also,  that  the 
negotiation  which  it  wss  wished  to  open,  might  ex* 
tend  to  the  general  commerce  of  the  two  countries, 
ind  to  eTeiy  o&er  interest  and  unsettled  difference 
betwedb  them;  particularly  those  relating  to  impress- 
ment, Uie  fisheries,  and  boundaries,  in  the  hope  ^at 
an'  InrrangemMit  might  be  made,  on  principles  of  re- 
eiproeil  advantage,  which  might  comprAend  and  pro- 
tide,  in  a  eatklaetOTy  manner,  for  alt  these  high  con- 
terns.  I  have  the  satis&ction  to  state,  that  &e  pro- 
posal was  received  by  the  British  Government  in  the 
spirit  which  prompted  it,  and  that  a  negotiation  has 
been  opened  at  London  embracing  all  these  oljects. 
On  full  consideration  of  the  great  extent  and  magni- 
tude of  the  trust,  it  wss  thought  proper  to  commit  it 
to  not  less  than  two  of  our  distingmshed  citiseBs,  and, 
in  consequence,  the  Envoy  Extraordinaiy  and  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  has 
been  asMciated  with  our  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  London;  to  both  of  whom 
corresponding  mstructions  have  been  given;  and  they 
are  now  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  that,  to  prevent  any  inconvenience  re- 
sultmg  from  Uie  delay  mddent  to  a  negotiation  on  so 
many  important  subjects,  it  was  agreed,  before  enter- 
ing on  it,  that  the  existing  convention  diould  be  con- 
tinued for  a  term  not  less  than  eight  years. 


Our  relations  with  Spain  remain  nearly  in  the  state 
in  which  they  were  at  the  doee  of  the  last  session. 
The  convention  of  I80S,  providing  for  the  adjustment 
of  a  certain  portion  of  the  claims  of  our  eitisens  for  in- 
juries sustained  by  ^puliation,  and  so  long  suspended 
by  the  Spahish  Govemmenty  hss  at  lengSi  been  rati- 
fied by  it;  but  no  arrangement  has  yet  been  made  for 
the  payment  of  another  portion  of  like  claims,  not  lees 
extensive  or  well  founded,  or  for  other  dseies  of 
claims,  or  for  the  settlement  of  boundaries.  These  sub- 
jects have  again  been  brought  under  ooniidesation  in 
both  countries,  but  no  agreement  has  been  entered 
mto  l^Mctiflg  thdm.-  In  the  meanthne  events  have 
occurred,  which  clearly  prove  the  ill  effect  of  the  policy 
which  that  Government  has  so  long  pursued,  on  the 
friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries,  whidi,  it  is 
presumed/  it  Is  as  least  of  asmudi  importance  to 
^^ate,  as  to  tike  United' States,  to  maintain.  A  state 
of  things  hss  existed  in  the  Floridas,  the  tendency  of 
which  hss  been  obvious  to  all  who  have  paid  the 
slightest  attention  to  the  progress  of  aifiurs  in  that 
quarter.  Throughout  the  whole  of  those  provinces  to 
which  the  Spanish  title  extends,  the  Government 
of  Spain  has  seaircdy  been  foft.  Its  authority  has 
been  confined  afmoat  exdusivehr  to  the  wells  of  Pen- 
sacola  and  St.  Augustine,  within  which  only  small 
ganriaons  have  been  maintained.  Adventnreia  fnm 
every  countiy,  ftagitives  from  justice,  and  absconaUng 
slaves,  have  found  an  asylum  there.  Several  tribee  of 
Indians,  strong  in  the  number  of  their  waniotab  re- 
markable for  their  forodty,  and  whose  eettlements  ex- 
tend to  our  limits,  inluMt  those  provinces.  Theee 
dilforent  hordes  of  people^  comieeted  together,  dine- 
garding,  on  the  one  side,  the  authority  of  Spain,  and 
protectedy  on  the  other,  by  an  imaginaiy  line,  vduch 
separates  Florida  from  the  United  Stales,  have  vio- 
lated our  laws  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  davas, 
have  practised  various  frauds  on  our  revenue,  and 
committed  eveiy  kind  of  outrage  on  our  peaceable 
dtisens,  which  their  proximity  to  us  enabled  thnn  to 
perpetrate.  The  hivasion  of  Amelia  Island,  last  year, 
by  a  small  band  of  adventurers,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  who  wrested  it  from  the 
inconsiderable  Spanish  force  stationed  there  and  hdd 
it  aeveral  months,  during  which,  a  dngle  effort  only 
was  made  to  recover  it,  whidi  iailed,  deariy  proves 
how  completely  extinct  the  Spanish  authori^  had 
become,  as  the  conduct  of  thoee  adventurers,  while  in 
poesserion  of  the  isiand,  ss  distinctly  shows  ttie  per- 
nicious purposes  for  which  their  combination  had  been 
formed. 

This  country  had,  in  foct,  become  &e  theatre  of 
every  spedes  of  lawless  adventure.  With  little  popu- 
lation of  its  own,  the  Spankh  authority  afanost  extinct, 
and  the  colonial  governments  in  a  state  of  revolu- 
tion, having  no  pretension  to  it,  and  snfikienlly  em- 
piojed  in  their  own  coneems,  it  was  in  a  great  meas- 
ure derelict,  and  the  object  of  enjpidity  to  every 
adventurer.  A  system  of  buoanneermg  vraa  rapidly 
organizing  over  it,  which  menaced,  in  its  consequences, 
the  lawful  commerce  of  every  nation,  and  particularly 
of  the  United  States;  while  it  presented  a  tmnptation 
to  every  people,  on  whose  seduction  iti  suoeeas  prin- 
dpally  depended.  In  regard  to  the  United  States,  Ihe 
pemidous  effect  of  this  unlawfril  combination  vraa  not 
confined  to  the  ocean.  The  Indian  tribes  have  con- 
stituted the  effective  force  ih  Florida.  With  these 
I  tribes  these  adventurers  had  formed,  at  an  earlj  pe- 
I  riod,  a  connexloo,  widi  a  view  to  avail  themselves  of 
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tiwi  lovce,  to  prcMDOte  Uiair  own  projacU  of  McniaaU- 
tion  and  rnggnn^MmmU  It  js  to  tha  interfiBrence  of 
tome  of  thooo  odTentortn,  in  misroDntenling  tlie 
claims  and  titlaa  of  tho  Indians  to  land,  and  in  nrac- 
tiaing  on  thair  aa^aga  propansitiM,  uat  tha  Ssmmola 
wax  ia  principally  to  ba  traoed.  Man  who  thus  con- 
nact  thamaalvaa  with  saTaga  oonnmanitias,  and  stunu* 
lata  tham  to  war»  which  ii  always  attandad,  on  thair 
pajtt  with  acta  of  barbarity  tha  most  shodungf  d^sarva 
to  ba  viawed  in  a  wona  light  than  tha  saTsgas.  Thay 
woold  oaitainlj  hava  no  claim  to  an  immnnity  from 
iba  poniahmant,  which*  according  to  tha  roles  of  war- 
lura  mactiBad  by  tha  saTag«s,  might  justly  ba  in^t^ 
on  tSa  9iymg9m  thamsalYes. 

If  tha  anhanraaHBants  of  Spain  prt? antad  har  from 
making  an  indemnity  to  oar  dtiasnaf  tot  to  long  a 
tirna.  from  har  tiaaanry,  for  thair  losiat  by  spoliatioii  and 
atfaarwiaa»it  wa«  always  in  har  power  to  bava  proiidad 
it,  by  the  oaarion  of  ttus  tarxitory*  Of  this  har  Oot- 
ammanl  haa  bean  repeatedly  a^priiad,  anA  tha  cession 
was  the  mora  to  have  been  anttcipatedi  as  l^ain  must 
have  known  that,  in  ceding  it,  ihe  wonid,  in  effect, 
cede  what  1^  bacoine  of  little  vahie  to  her,  and  woo^ 
likewise  rabara  henelf  frooAi  the  important  obligation 
aecnred  hy  the  treaty  of  1796,  and  dl  other  compro- 
mitmanta  reqpacting  it.  If  the  tTaitad  States,  nom 
considaxalion  off  thMeambaRfssmants,  declined  prass- 
ing  their  claima  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  the  motiTe 
oitgh^  ot  ieaet,  to  hare  bean  duly  appreciated  by  the 
GoTamment  of  Spain.  It  is  well  known  to  her  Got- 
amment  that  other  Powers  hare  ma^^  to  the  United 
States  an  indemnity  £w  like  losses  fmstainad  by  their 
citiiana  at  the  aaikia  epoch. 

Thara  is,  nevertheless,  a  limits  beyond  which  th|s 
apiiit  of  amity  afad  forbearanee  ean  in  tioi  instinte  be 
jnatillaii.    If  it  was  proper  to  iB(y  on  amitaUe  nago* 
tiation  Sir  an  indemnify  of  loseoe,  it  wonld  not  hare 
been  ao  to  liara  peimittad  the  inahility  of  Spain  to 
lUfii  har  engagemanti,  and  to  aoatain  her  aatliority  in 
the  Fleridaa,  to  be  perrerted,  Igr  Imign  adyentnrars 
ahd  aalmgaa,  to  porpOses  so  deetroctiTa  to  the  livaa  of 
oor  fiiDotlr-otiBBna,  and  tha  highest  interests  of  the 
United  Steldi.    ua  right  of  salf-dainice  iiafar  ceases. 
|t  ia  aindng  ttia  most  sacred,  and  alike  neeemary  to 
nationa  and  indiridaals.    And,  whether  tha  attack  ba 
made  by  Spain  hnaal^  or  by  thoee  who  abnse  her 
power,  ita  ohilgatian  is'  not  ^  less  strong.    The  in- 
▼adara  of  Amelia  Idaqd  h^  assniaed  a  popular  and 
laifpactad  title,  under  which  they  mig^t  anp^o*^  an^ 
wound  oa.    As  iheir  object  was  dietinoUy  seen,  and 
tha  duty  imposed  on  the  JEUeeutiTe,  by  an  existing 
law,  wae  proiottndly  £alt,that  maak  was  not  paffnitted 
to  protect  thain.    It  was  thought  incumbent  on  the 
United  Statae  to  aopprees  the  establishment,  and  it 
waa  aocordingly  done.    The  ooipbinatiofi  in  Florida, 
lor  the  nnlawfol  pqipoaee  aletad,  the  ac^  perpetrated 
by  that  coo^bination,  and|  ahoTo  all,  the  incitement  of 
the  Indiana,  to  maawcxe  our  leUow-citiseiii,  of  eyefj 
age,  and  of  both  sexes,  merited  a  like  treatniaAt,  and 
vacaiTad  it.    In  pursuing  these  sarages  to  an  imagi- 
nary Una,  in  the  woods,  it  would  hsTe  been  the  height 
of  foUy  to  have  suiared  that  line  to  protect  them. 
Had  that  been  done,  the  war  could  never  ceaee.   Eyen 
if  the  Urn\mj  had  been,  axclusiTely,  that  of  Spain, 
and  har  power  complete  orer  it,  wa  had  a  right,  by 
tha  law  of  nations,  to   follow  the    enemy  on  it, 
and  t0  aahdne  him  there.    Qut  the  territory  belonged, 
in  a  certain  aansf^  at  least,  to  the  soTago  enemy  who 
inhaMted  it;  tha  powei  of  Spain  had  eeaeed  to  esiet 


I  over  i^  and  protection  was  sought,  under  her  titles  by 
those  who  had  committed  on  our  citizens  hosUlitiea 
which  she  was  bound  by  tr^ty  to  have  prevented,  but 
had  not  the  power  to  prevent  To  have  stopped  at 
that  line  would  have  given  new  encouragement  to 
these  savages,  and  new  vigor  to  the  whole  combina- 
tion existing  there^  in  the  prosecution  of  all  its  perni- 
cious purpoaesl 

In  suppressing  the  establishment  at  Amelia  Island, 
no  unfriendliness  was  manifested  towards  Spain,  be- 
cause the  post  was  taken  from  a  force  which  had 
wrested  it  from  her.  The  measure,  it  is  true,  was 
not  adopted  in  concert  with  the  Spanish  Qovemment, 
or  thoee  in  authority  under  it;  becauie»  in  transac- 
tions connected  with  the  war  in  which  Spain  and  the 
colonies  are  enpjged,  it  was  thought  proper,  in  doing 
justice  to  the  ynitad  States,  to  maintain  a  strict  im- 
partiality towards  both  the  belligerent  partiee,  without 
consulting  or  acting  in  concert  with  either.  It  gives 
me  pleasure  to  state^  that  the  Gevemmenti  of  Bnenoa 
Ayras  and  Yenexuela,  whose  namca  were  assumed, 
have  explicitly  ^claimed  all  participation  in  those 
measures,  and  even  the  knowledge  of  them»  until 
communicated  hj  this  Government,  and  have  also  ax- 
messed  their  satisfaction  t|iat  a  course  of  proceedings 
had  been  suppressed,  wmch,  if  justly  imputable  to 
them,  would  duhonor  their  cause. 

la  antl^rising  l^ajor  General  Jackson  to  enter 
Florida,  hi  parauit  of  the  Seminolei^  care  was  taken 
not  to  encroach  on  tb«  rigitW  «!  Spein*  I  regrel  to 
have  to  add,  that,  in  executing  thi»  «nd«r,  i^xskt  were 
diMlosed  renectiipg  the  conduct  of  ^e  officers  of 
Spain,  in  authority  there,  in  encouraging  the  w^,|ur- 
nishing  munitions  of  war,  and  other  auppUes,  to  cany 
it  on,  and  in  other  acts,  i^ot  less'  milked,  whidi 
evinced  their  participation  in  the  hoetile  purposes  of 
that  combinatioh,  and  juatified  the  confi^nce  with 
which  it  inspired  the  savages,  tha^  by  thoie  oJQicers 
ther  would  oe  protected*  A  conduct  ao  incompatible 
with  the  fipiendly  relationa  existing  between  the  two 
countries,  particulariy  with  the  positive  obligation  of 
the  ^th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  by  which  Spam 
was  bound  to  restrain,  even  by  force,  those  savages, 
from  acts  of  hostility  against  the  United  States,  coold 
notfiul  to  esx^te  snronee.  The  Commanding  Gen- 
eral was  copvinced^  that  he  should  fail  in  his  object ; 
th^  he  should  in  efiec;t  accompGah  nothing,  if  he  did 
not  deprive  those  savagea  of  the  resource  on  which' 
they  had  calculated^  and  of  the  protection  on  which 
they  had  relied  in  making  the  war.  Aa  aU  the  doou- 
menta  rplatin|[  to  this  occurrence  wiU  he  laid  beibre 
Congreas,  it  is  not  neceas^  to  enter  into  frur^Mr 
detail  reepecting  it,  ' 

Alth^mgh  ihe  reaaans  which  indneed  Mijor  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  take  thaee  peats  ware  dnly  appredatad, 
there  waa,  herarthelaas,  no  hesitation  in  deddhig  on 
the  eouiae  which  it  became  the  Govemmant  to  por- 
aua*  As  thara  was  raasoii  to  beliave  that  tha  oom- 
mandem  of  theee  peats  had  violated  thefr  instmetions, 
there  was  no  disposition  to  impute  to  their  Govem- 
mant a  ewdnat  ao  u^M^vokad  and  l^stile*  Anorder 
waa  in  oonseqnenoe  issued  to  Uie  General  in  com- 
mand there  to  deliver  the  posts — ^Pensacola,  uncondi- 
tionally to  any  peraoQ  du^  authorised  to  receive  it ; 
and  St.  Market  which  it  in  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
coantxy,on  the  arrival  of  a  com^tant  ibroe,  to  dalsnd 
it  againai  thoee  aavages  and  their  associates. 

Iq  entering  Florida  to  aupprees  this  combination,  no 
idea  waa  entertained  of  hoatility  to  Spein»  and,  how- 
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ever  juitifiabla  the  Commanding  General  wae,  in  coa* 
•eqnenee  of  the  misoondttct  of  the  Spaniih  officers,  in 
entering  8t.  Marka  and  Peneacola,  to  terminate  it,  by 
proving  to  the  laTagea  and  their  aaaoeiates  that  thej 
ahoald  not  be  protected  even  there ;  yet  the  amicable 
xelationi  exiating  between  the  Ihiited  Statea  and 
Spain  could  not  be  altered  by  that  act  alone.  By  or- 
dering the  restitntion  of  the  poatst  those  relations  were 
TOeaerved.  To  a  change  of  them  the  ]>ower  of  the 
fezeeatiTe  is  deemed  incompetent.  It  is  Tested  in 
Congress  only. 

By  this  measure,  so  promptly  taken,  due  respect 
was  shown  to  the  Government  of  Spain.  The  mis* 
conduct  of  her  officers  has  not  been  impdted  to  her. 
She  was  enabled  to  review  with  candor  her  relations 
with  the  United  Ststes,  and  her  own  sitaation,  par- 
ticalarly  in  respect  to  the  territoiy  in  question,  with 
the  dangers  inseparable  from  it;  and,  regarding  the 
losses  we  have  sustained,  for  which  indemnity  has 
been  so  long  withheld,  and  the  injuries  we  have  suf- 
fered through  that  territory,  and  her  meana  of  redress, 
she  was  likewise  enabled  to  take,  with  honor,  the 
course  b«t  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  promote  her  own  weliare. 

Copies  of  the  instructionB  to  the  Commanding 
General ;  -of  his  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of 
War,  explaining  his  motives,  and  justifying  his  con- 
duet,  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  th«  courta 
martial,  in  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister ;  and  of 
the  porrespondenc*  betvreeii  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Mtnister  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain  near  thia 
Government :  and  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  IJnited  States,  at  Madrid,  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  will  be  laid  before  Congress. 

The  civil  war,  which  has  so  long  prevailed  between 
Spain  and  the  provinces  in  South  America,  still  con- 
tinues without  any  prospect  of  its  speeiily  termination. 
The  information  respecting  the  condition  of  those 
countries,  which  has  been  collected  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, recently  returned  from  thence,  will  be  laid 
before  Congress,  in  conies  of  their  reports,  with  such 
oUier  information  as  nas  been  received  from  other 
agents  of  the  United  Stotes. 

It  appears,  from  these  communications,  that  the 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayres  declared  itself  indepen- 
dent in  July,  1816,  having  previously  exercised  the 
power  of  an  independent  Government,  though  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  Spain,  from  the  year  1810 :  that 
the  Ballda  Oriental,  Entre  Rios,  and  Paraguay,  vrith 
the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  al)  of  which  are  also  indepen- 
dent, are  unconnected  with  the  present  Government 
of  Buenos  Ayres :  that  Chili  has  declared  itself  inde- 
pendent, and  is  closely  connected  with  Buenos  Ayres; 
that  Yeneinela  has  also  declared  itself  indspendent, 
and  now  maintains  the  conflict  with  various  success; 
and  Uiat  the  remaining  parts  of  South  America,  ex- 
cept Montevideo,  and  anch  other  portions  of  the 
•astem  bank  of  the  La  Plata  as  are  hold  by  Portugal, 
an  still  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  or,  in  a  oertain 
degree,  under  her  influence. 

B^  a  circular  note  addressed  by  the  Mtnisten  of 
Spam  to  the  allied  Power*  with  whom  they  aro  re- 
epeetively  accredited,  it  appears  that  the  allies  have 
undertaken  to  mediate  between  Spain  and  the  South 
American  provinces,  and  that  the  manner  and  extent 
«f  their  interpoaition  would  be  aettled  by  a  Congress, 
which  was  to  have  met  at  Aix-la-ChapeUe  in  Septem- 
ber last.  From  the  general  policy  and  course  of  pro- 
mding  observed  by  the  allied  Powers  in  regard  to 


thia  contest,  it  is  inlerred  that  they  will  confine  their 
interpoaition  to  the  expression  of  their  oentimente; 
abstaining  from  the  application  of  force.  latatethis 
impression,  that  force  will  not  be  applied,  with  the 
greater  aatisfaction,  because  it  is  a  course  more  con- 
sistent vrith  justice,  and  likewise  authorizes  a  hope 
that  the  calamities  of  the  war  vriU  be  confined  to  the 
partiea  only,  and  will  be  of  ahorter  duration. 

From  the  view  taken  of  this  subject,  founded  on  all 
the  information  that  we  have  been  able  to  obtun, 
there  is  good  cause  to  be  satisfied  vnth  the  course 
heretofore  pursued  by  the  United  States,  in  regard  to 
this  contest,  and  to  conclude,  that  it  ia  proper  to  ad- 
here to  it,  especially  in  the  present  state  of  afiUn. 

I  have  gnat  aatialacttoa  in  stating,  that  onr  rela- 
tions with  France,  Russia,  and  other  Powers,  continne 
on  the  moat  friendly  baais. 

In  onr  domestic  concerns  we  have  ample  cause  of 
satisfaction.  The  receipts  into  the  Tnasuiy,  daring 
the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year,  have  exceeded 
seventeen  milHans  of  dollars. 

After  satiating  all  Ae  demands  whidi  have  been 
made  under  existing  appropriations,  including  the 
final  extinction  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  the 
redemption  of  a  moiety  of  the  Louisiana  debt,  it  n 
estimated  that  then  vnlt  nmain  In  the  Treasury,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  more  than  two  milliona 
of  dollars. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  ravenue  which  has 
accrued  from  the  customs  during  the  same  period 
amounta  to  twenty-one  millions  of  doUars,  and  that 
the  revenue  of  the  whole  year  may  be  estimated  at 
not  leas  than  twenty-six  millions.  The  sale  of  the 
public  lands  during  the  year  has  also  greatly  ex- 
ceeded, both  in  quantity  and  price,  that  of  any  foimer 
year ;  and  then  ia  juat  reason  to  expect  a  progiesaive 
improvement  in  that  aouroe  of  revenue. 

It  is  gntifrring  to  know,  that,  although  the  annual 
expeaditun  has  been  increased  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congnss,  providing  for  Revolutionaiy  pen- 
sions, to  an  amount  about  equal  to  the  pioceeds  of  the 
tniemal  duties,  which  wen  then  repealed,  the  revenue 
for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  proportionally  augmented, 
and  that,  while  the  public  expenditun  will  probably 
nmain  atationaiy,  each  successive  year  will  add  to 
the  national  resources,  by  the  ordinary  increase  of  onr 
population,  and  by  the  gndnal  development  of  onr 
latent  aonrcea  of  national  proeperity. 

The  strict  execution  of  the  nvenue  laws,  resulting 
principally  from  the  salutary  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  MHh  of  April  last,  amending  the  several  collection 
lawa  has,  it  ia  presumed,  secund  to  domestie  mann- 
foeturea  all  the  relief  that  can  be  derived  from  the  du- 
ties, which  have  been  impoeed  upon  fonign  menhan- 
disc,  for  their  protection.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
nlief,  several  bnnchea  of  this  important  national  in- 
tereat  have  assumed  greater  activity,  and,  although  it 
is  hoped  that  othen  will  gradually  nvin,  and  nlti- 
matefy  triumph  over  every  obstacle,  yet  the  expediency 
of  granting  further  protection  is  submitted  to  year 
considention. 

The.  measnree  of  defonce,  authoriied  by  existing 
lawa,  have  been  puraued  with  the  seal  and  activity 
due  to  80  important  an  object,  and  with  all  the  dtm-- 
patch  practicable  in  ao  extensive  and  great  an  under- 
taking. The  aurvey  of  our  maritime  and  inland  firon- 
tiera  has  been  continued ;  and,  at  the  pointa  when  it 
was  decided  to  erect  fortifications^  the  work  has  been 
oommenced,  and,  in  some  instances^  considerable  prch 
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gT«af  hM  been  made.  In  compltance  with  reiolatioiii 
of  the  fact  eeesion,  the  Botrd  of  CommiMionen  were 
directed  to  ezemine  in  e  perticoler  manner  the  parte 
of  the  ooest  therein  deeignated,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  of  the  moat  tnttable  aitea  for  two  naral  depota. 
Thia  work  ia  in  a  train  of  ezecntion.  The  opinion  of 
the  Boafd  on  this  enbject,  with  a  plan  of  all  the  worka 
neoasaaiy  to  a  general  ayitem  of  defence^  ao  fiir  aa  it 
haa  been  fivmed,  will  be  laid  before  Congteaa,  in  a  re- 
port from  the  ptoper  department,  ai  aoon  aa  it  can  be 
prepared. 

u  coolbrmity  with  the  appropiiaiiona  of  the  laiC 
■ewion,  treatiea  have  been  formed  wUh  the  Qaapaw 
tribe  of  Indiana,  inhabiting  the  country  on  the  Arkan* 
laa,  and  with  Uia  Great  and  Little  Oiagea  north  of 
the  White  river  ;  with  the  tribea  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana ;  with  the  aereral  tribea  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  the  Michigan  Territory ;  and  with  the  Chickaaawi ; 
by  which  very  extenaive  ceeriona  of  territory  have 
been  made  to  the  United  Statea.  Negotiationa  are 
now  depending  with  the  tribea  in  the  Dlinoia  Territory, 
and  with  the  Choctawa,  by  which  it  ia  expected  that 
other  extenaive  ceaaiona  will  be  made.  I  take  great 
intereat  in  ataling  that  the  ceaaiona  already  made, 
which  are  oonaidend  ao  important  to  the  United  Statea, 
have  been  obtained  on  eonditiona  very  aatiafactory  to 
the  Indiana. 

With  a  new  to  the  aecnrity  of  our  inland  frontiera, 
it  haa  been  thought  expedient  to  eatabUah  atrong  poeta 
at  the  mouth  of  Yellow  Stone  River,  and  at  the  Man- 
dan  village,  on  the  Miaimuri :  and  at  the  mouth  of  St 
Fetcra,  on  the  Miaaiaaippi,  at  no  great  diatanee  from 
our  northern  bonndariea.  It  can  hardly  be  preanmed, 
while  auch  poete  are  maintained  in  the  rear  of  the  In- 
dian tribea,  that  they  will  venture  to  attack  our  peace- 
able inhahitanta.  A  atrong  hope  im  entertained  that 
thia  meaaure  will  likowiae  be  productive  of  much  good 
to  the  tribea  themaelvea ;  eapedaily  in  promoting  the 
great  object  of  their  civilization.  Experience  haa 
dearly  demonatrated,  that  independent  aavage  com- 
munitiea  cannot  long  exiat  withm  the  limita  of  a  civi- 
lixed  population.  The  progreaa  of  the  latter  haa,  al- 
moat  invariably,  terminated  in  the  extinction  of  the 
former,  eapedaily  of  the  tribea  belonging  to  our  portion 
of  thii  hemiaphere,  among  whom,  loftineea  of  aenti-. 
ment,  and  gallantry  in  action,  have  been  conapieuoua. 
To  civilize  them,  and  even  to  prevent  their  extinction, 
it  aeema  to  be  indiapenaable  that  their  independence, 
MM  communittea,  ahonld  cease,  and  that  the  control  of 
the  United  Statea  over  them  ahould  be  complete  and 
andiaputed.  The  hunter  atate  will  then  be  more  easily 
tbandoned,  and  recourae  will  be  had  to  the  acquiaition 
ind  culture  of  land,  and  to  other  purauiti  tending  to 
diaMlve  the  tiea  which  connect  them  together  aa  a 
nvage  oommnnity,  and  to  give  a  new  dbaracter  to 
erery  individual  I  preaent  thia  subject  to  the  oonaid- 
eration  of  Congreaa,  on  the  preeumption  that  it  may 
be  found  expedient  and  practicable  to  adopt  aome  be- 
nevolent proviaiona,  having  theae  objeeta  in  view,  rel- 
ative to  the  tribea  within  our  aettlementa.  - 

It  haa  been  neceaaary,  during  the  meeent  year,  to 
mail! tain  a  atrong  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  in  the  Qidf  of  Mexico,  and  to  aend  aome  public 
shipe  along  the  Southern  coaat,  and  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Bj  theae  meana,  amicable  relationa  with  the 
Barbery  Powers  have  been  preaerved,  our  commeroa 
baa  been  protected,  and  our  righta  reapected.  The 
augmentation  of  onr  Naty  ia  adfandng,  with  a  ateady 
fiogreaa,  towarda  the  limit  contemplated  by  law. 


I  communicate,  with  great  aatiafaction,  the  acoea- 
sion  of  another  State,  Illinoia,  to  our  Union ;  becauee 
I  perceive,  from  the  proof  afforded  by  the  additiona  al- 
ready made,  the  regular  progrcea  and  sure  oonaomma- 
tion  of  a  policy,  of  which  htatoiy  affords  no  example,  and 
of  wluch  the  good  eflect  cannot  be  tpo  highly  eatimUp 
ted.  By  extending  onr  Government,  on  the  prindpica 
of  our  Conatitution,  over  the  vaat  territory  within  our 
limita,  on  the  lakea  and  the  Misaiaaippi,  and  ita  na- 
meroaa  streams,  new  life  and  vigor  are  infuaed  into 
eveiy  part  of  our  ayatem.  By  increaaing  the  number 
of  the  Statea,  the  confidence  of  the  State  govemmenta 
in  their  own  aecurity  ia  increased,  and  their  jealoui^ 
of  the  National  Government  proportionally  diminiahed. 
The  impracticability  of  one  oonaolidated  Government 
for  this  great  and  growing  nation  will  be  more  apparent, 
and  will  be  universally  admitted.  Incapable  of  exer- 
daing  local  authority,  except  for  general  purpoaea,  the 
General  Government  will  no  longer  be  dreaded.  In 
thoae  caaea  of  a  focal  nature,  and  for  ail  the  great  pur- 
poaea for  which  it  waa  inatituted,  ita  authority  will  be 
cheriahed.  Each  Government  will  acquire  new  force 
and  a  greater  freedom  of  action,  within  ita  proper 
aphere.  Other  ineatimable  advantagea  will  follow :  our 
produce  will  be  augmented  to  an  incalculable  amount, 
m  artidea  of  the  greateat  value  §»  domeetic  uae  and 
foreign  commerce.  Our  navigetfon  will,  in  like  degree 
be  increased ;  and,  at  the  shipping  of  the  Atlantic  , 
Statea  will  be  emploved  in  the  transportation  of  the 
vast  produce  of  the  Weatem  country,  even  thoee  parte 
of  the  United  Statea,  which  are  moat  remote  from 
each  other,  will  be  further  bound  together  by  the 
atrongest  ilea  which  mutual  intereat  can  create. 

The  aituation  of  this  District,  it  b  thought,  requirea 
the  attention  of  Congraaa.  By  the  Conatitution,  the 
power  of  legislation  is  exduaively  vested  in  the  Con- 
greaa  of  the  United  Statea.  In  the  exerdae  of  thia 
power,  in  which  the  people  have  no  partidpation, 
Congreaa  legialate  in  ail  caaea,  directlv  on  the  local 
oottcerna  of  the  Diatrict.  Aa  this  is  a  departure,  for  a 
apedal  purpoae,  from  the  general  prindplee  of  our  aya- 
tem, it  may  merit  consideration,  whether  an  arrange- 
ment better  adapted  to  the  prindplee  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  particular  intereete  of  the  people, 
may  not  be  deviaed,  which  will  neither  infringe  the  Con- 
atitution, nor  aflect  the  object  which  the  provision  in 
question  waa  intended  to  eecure.  The  growing  popu- 
lation,4dready  oonaiderable,  and  the  increadng  buai- 
neee  of  the  Diatrict,  which  it  ia  believed  already  inter- 
ferea  with  the  deliberationa  of  Congreee  on  great  na- 
tional oonoema,  fumiah  additional  motivee  for  recom- 
mending thia  aubject  to  your  oonaideratfon. 

When  we  view  the  great  bleeainga  with  whidi  our 
country  haa  been  fovored,  thoae  which  we  now  enjoy, 
and  the  meana  which  we  poaeeee  of  handing  them  down, 
unimpaired,  to  our  lateat  poaterity,  our  attention  ia 
irreaiatibly  drawn  to  the  eouree  from  whence  they 
ifow.  Let  ue  then  unite  in  offering  our  moat  grateful 
acknowledgmenta  for  theae  bleaainge  to  the  Divine 
Author  of  all  Good.  JAMES  MONROE. 

NoTXHBxm  16,  I81& 

The  Message  waa  read,  and  two  thouaand 
copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 


Wbdnbsday,  November  18. 
Habrison  Qrat  Oti8|  from  the  State  of  Mat- 
•aehasetta,  attended  thia  day.     ^ 
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Ss^ATE. 


Standing  CommUieeB. 


N07SMBER,  1818. 


Mr.  Sanfobd  submitled  the  following  mouon 
for  consideration : 

Jtesohtdt  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  existing 
laws,  in  such  manner,  that  the  signature  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  refuisite  to 
patents  for  land. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeaiit-at-Arms  to  the  Senate  to  employ 
one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was  read  the  second 
time,  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Wholej 
reported  to  the  House  without  amendment,  read 
the  ^hird  tioie  b/ unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  nciotioo  by  Mr.  Barboub,  It  was  resolred 
that  the  standing  committees  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Senate  consist  of  five  meinbers  each,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Senate  will,  on  Friday  next,  at  12  o'clock, 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees  of  this  fiouse. 


Thurboat,  November  19. 

John  J.  Gbitteiidbic,  from  the  State  of  Eeo- 
tacky,  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  sqbmitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Mesnge  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Otsftes  as  relates  to  foreign  afiairs, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Forei^  ftdations. 

Raohedt  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  Uie  Pre- 
sident of  the  Xjnited  States  as  relates  to  finatice,  be 
tef^rred  to  the  Compiittee  of  Finance. 

iUiolvedt  That  wo  nmch  of  t)ie  Messftge  pf  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  SUtes  as  relates  to  commerce  and 
malhtifactttres,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
incifce  find  Manufactures. 

'Aeto^cd,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Uie  District  of 
Oolumbia,  be  referred  to  tibe  Commlttoe  for'  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

'  Uuohtd,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pte- 
ndent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  widi  lesTe  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Sei)i(^  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 
part,  i^nd,  on  the  ballota  having  been  counted,  it 
api>eared  that  the  Rev.  John  Clabk  had  n  ma- 
jority, and  was  elected. 


Fbidat,  November  ^ 

Clbment  Stobeb,  from  the  State  of  New 
Haoftfis'hire,  attended  this  day. 

STANDING  C0MMITTK59. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees,  which  are  as  follows : 

Committee  m  Foreign  RetaHom^Mr.  Maoon, 
Mr.  Babboub,  Mr.  Kino,  Mr.  Lacook,  and  Mr. 
Daoobtt. 

Committee  on  JFHnance--Mr.  Eppbs,  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, Mr.  Kino,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Eaton. 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufacttsree^ 


Mr.  Sanfobd,  Mr.  Dicubbbon.  Mr.  @urbill, 
Mr.  HoBBET,  and  Mr.  Mobbil.   '       ' 

Committee  on  Military  Affaxn — ^Mr*  Wil* 
liams,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Lacogk,  Bdr.  Ticbe- 
NOB,  Mr.  Tat  LOB,  and  Mr.  Stobeb. 

Onnmttee  on  the  Militia — Mr.  Rdooleb,  Mr. 
Noble,  Mr.  RoBEBT8,Mr<  Macon,  and  Mr.  jSto- 

RBB. 

Committee  on  Natal  iybvv— Mr.  SAHroan, 
Mr.  Tait,  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Daggett,  and  Mr.  Cbittendbn. 

Committee  on  FMic  Land$ — ^Mr.  Mobbow. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
HoNTEB,  and  Mr.  JofiNsoN. 

Committee  of  Ctatin#— ^Mr.  GoLDSBORocrGB. 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Robebts,  Mr.  Ruggles,  and 
Mr.  MoBBiu 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary^Mu  Burrill,  Mr. 
Crittenden,  Mr.  Otis,  Mf.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Leake. 

Committee  on  the  Poet  CfficeondPoU  Roade^ 
Mr.  Stokeb,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr. 
Mbllbn,  and  Mr.  Rugglbs. 

Committee  on  Peimoni-— Mr,  Lacook,  Mr.  No- 
BLB,  Mr.  Van  Dtu,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Mr.  Sto- 

RBR. 

Committee  for  the  Dietrict  ^  O^/fun^to^Mr. 
GoLDSBOROuqR,  Mr.  Dagobtt,  Mr.  Barboub. 
Mr.  Eppbs,  and  Mr*  Hanson. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideraiion  of  the 
motions  of  the  19th  instant,  for  referring  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  dif- 
ferent committees,  and  agreed  theMo ;'  and, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Williams 
of  f  ennessee,  Mr.  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Tatlor,  and  Mr.  Crittenden,  be  the  committee 
on  so  mucli  of  the  Message  as  relates  to'  the  In- 
dian tribes,  in  pairsuance  of  the  la$c  resolution. 

The  9<!n^te  adjourned  to  |{ilopday  inoroing. 

« 

Monday,  November  1(3. 

Nicholas  Van  I>tke,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, attended  this  day ;  John  Forsyth,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of^ueorge  M.  Troup,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  pe^tion  of  Samuel 
F.  Hooker,  of  tbe  State  of  I^ew  Totk,  praying 
indemniiication  Tor  cei^tain  propertv  captured  and 
condemped  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war^as 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Lucy 
Cottineau,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  a 
pension,  in  consideration  of  the  services  of  het 
late  husbanc^;  and  the  petition  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  also  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Browtt;  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
a  pension;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  donsider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cobsideratiop  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  "  that  the  Committee 
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iOTBM  BBR,  1818. 


Proceedingi. 


Sbiiata. 


»n  Public  Lrnads  iDqaire  into  the  propriety  of 
imending  the  cxhting  laws  in  sueh  manner  that 
he  signatore  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  shmll  not  be  requisite  to  patents  for  land;" 
ind  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  l>icKBB8oii  gare  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
(boald  asic  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  remoyal  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  the 
north  wiDg  of  the  Capitol. 


TtfBSDAT,  November  24. 

The  Pbbsident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Trea*. 
Bury  Department;"  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fbombictin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  coDsideratioD : 

BeMohed,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
be  zeqneeted  to  canse  to  belaid  before  the  Senate  such 
iBfonaatkm  am  fae  t&ay  po»ew  toadiing  the  execution 
of  w  nrach  of  the  fint  aitaele  of  the  hite  Treaty  of 
Peaee  and  Amity  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  8t«tas  of  America  as  relates  to  the  resti- 
tntlen  of  ela^vea,  and  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
commnnicated. 

Mr.  Otif  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Gkiddardy  and  Qthers,  of  Boston,  owners  of  the 
ship  Ariadoe,  and  her  cargo,  which  have  been 
condemned  in  the  Bupreine  Court  of  the  United 
States,  baring  been  captured  by  the  United  States 
brig  ArgoSy  praying  relief;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Babboub  gare  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
shooid  aak  lenve  to  iotrodnce  a  bill  to  ihcrease 
the  salaries  of  certain  offitsers  of  Gorerndenr. 

Mr.  DAO^Hrrr  presented  the  petition  of  Han- 
nah Donglaa,  of  Branford,  Conneericut,  widow 
and  relict  of  Colonel  William  Douglas,  deceased, 
praying  rcliei];  in  consideration  of  the  seryices  of 
her  late  htnband  during  the  Retolutionary  war ; 
and  the  petition  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ctaiins. 

Mr.  BiJBBiLL  pnresented  the  petition  of  Josej)l) 
Abom,  anrreyof  of  the  port  o[  Paiiixet,  within 
the  district  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  praying  an  increase  of  salary  \  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufaethrer. 

Mr*  DiOKBBBOB  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Lambert,  relating  to  the  establishment 
of  a  first  meridian  for  the  United  States,  at  the 
Seat  of  their  Gtorernment,  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  city-  of  Washington ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  DicKEBsoN,  Kino,  and 
BoBBiLi^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Chapmao,  collector  of  the  customs  for  George- 
town district,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
prayings  the  restoration  of  a  certain  sum  of  money 
as  his  proportion  of  the  cartfo  of  the  brig  Diana, 
a  Swedish  vessel  forfeited  For  a  violation  of  the 
rerenae  laws ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ciaims. 


Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ci  continu- 
ing in  force  the  act  entitled  <<An  act  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure 
in  oomnleting  the  payments  thereon/'  until  the  81st 
day  of  March,  18S1. 

Mr.  MsLLBif  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the  ezpediencT  of  ee- 
tahlishing,  by  law,  a  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  boldea  at  Portland,  within  and  for  the  District 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOKOUB  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow 
he  should  ask  leare  to  introduce  a  resolution  to 
erect  a  monument  over  the  remains  of  theiate  Gen- 
eral'Qeorgb  Wasbinoton,  ^here  they  now  He. 

Agreeably  to  notice  giren,  Mr.  Diokbrson 
asked  and  obiained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to 
provide  for  the  removal  of  the  Library  of  Con- 

gress  to  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol ;  and  the 
ill  was  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent. 


Wbdmbsdat,  November  25. 

OoTBRBRiDOB  HoRSET,  from  the  State  of  Del- 
ware,  attended  this  day. 

The  Prbbiobnt  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Bddyville,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  praying  reimbursement  of  a  certain 
fine,  Imposed  iu  the  year  1796,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States;  together  with  the  costs  and  other 
losses  attending  the  same,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Barbour  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  Government; 
and  the  bill  was  read  twice  by  unanimous  coik- 
sent. 

Mr.  FoRflTTH  presented  the  petition- of  Richard 
H.  Wilde,  praying  that  the  sum  of  1^171  dollars 
80  cents,  may  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  James 
Wilde,  deceased,  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
as  paymaster  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.BuRRiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  Nicho- 
las Brown,  and  Thomas  P.  Ives  of  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  reimburse- 
ment of  certain  duties  paid  by  them  on  the  cargo 
of  the  shio  Charlotte,  imported  in  the  Spring  of 
the  year  A.  D.  1816,  from  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  also  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Slocum,  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, praying  an  increase  of  pension ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions* 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Qeorge 
Stone,  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  praying 
a  pension;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refer* 
red  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 
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Amendment  to  the  Constitution, 


NOVBMBBB,  1811 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  declariof;  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  b|f  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Goldsbg- 
BonoB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  to  erect  a  monument  over  the  remains 
of  the  late  General  Geobob  Wabbinoton,  where 
they  DOW  lie ;  and  the  resolution  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  TeDoessee,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

.Buohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afikira 
be  infltmctod  to  inqnire  into  the  ezpediencpr  of  in- 
creasing the  pay  of  the  officeis,  non-oommissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  BUtes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24th  instant,  "  That  the  Commit- 
'  tee  on  the*  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire 

*  as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by  law,  a 
'  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  holden 
'  at  Portland,  within  and  for  the  District  of 

*  Maine;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24th  instant, "  That  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to 
'  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  such  information  as 
'  he  may  possess,  touching  the  execution  of  so 
'  much  of  the  first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of 


'  not  been  communicated  f*  and  agreed  thereto. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24th  instant,  "  That  the  Commit- 

*  tee  on  Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire 
'  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the 

*  act,  entitled  An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited 

*  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure 
'  in  completing  the  payment  thereon,"  until  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1821 ;  and  agreed  thereto.     . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  removal  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to 
the  noith  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  ordered  to  be  engtossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  offered  the  following  proceed- 
ings and  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  were  received  and 
read : 

Statb  or  Nbw  Yobk, 

in  Senate,  April  14, 1818. 

Whereas  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  North  Caro- 
lina halh  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Constitntion 
•f  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

**  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 


by  its  legislatnre,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dii 
eqa&l  to  the  number  of  representathres  to  which 
Sute  may  be  entitled.    The  districts  shall  be  lor 
of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as  nearly  as 
be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants  entitled  bj 
Constitution  to  be  represented.    In  each^  district 
qualified  Toteis  shall  elect  one  representative  and 
more.    That,  for  the  purpose  of  sppointing  electon  i 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  fit 
in  each  district  entitled  to  elect  a  representative  in 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  persons  qaalified 
vote  for  representatives  shall  appoint  one  elector 
no  more.    The  additional  two  electors,  to  which 
State  is  entitled,  shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner  i 
the  legislature  thereof  may  direct    The  electors  wkt 
convened,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any  of  them 
pointed  as  above  prescribed  shall  fail  to  attend  for 
purposes  of  their  said  appointment,  on  the  day 
bed  for  giving  their  votes  for  President  and  Vies 
sident  of  the  United  States,  to  appoint  another 
others,  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  foilisgi 
attend.    Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  reprcscsls^ 
tives  nor  those  for  appointing  electors  shall  be  allenij 
in  any  State,  until  a  census  and  apportionment  of  icp^i 
resentatives  under  it,  subsequent  to  the  division  of  ikj 
States  into  districts,  shall  be  made.    The  division  if, 
States  into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  tab, 
place  immediately  after  this  amendment  shall  be  adoplp 
ed ;  and  afterwards,  whenever  a  census  and  soportioB-' 
ment  of  representatives  under  it  shall  be  made.    Th»i 
division  of  each  State  into  districts,  for  the  purpoM 
both  of  choosing  representatives  and  of  appointinfi 
electors,  shsll  be  altered  agreeable  to  the  proviaioDi  i\ 
this  amendment,  and  on  no  other  occamon."    Ther^ 
upon, 

Beeohed,  (if  the  honorable  the  Assembly  ooncv 
herein,)  That  our  Senateis  in  the  Congress  of  th» 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  onr  RepreeentatifBi 
requested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  tho  said  amendmcal 
to  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States. 

Reeolvedf  (if  the  honorable  the  Assembly  concn 
herein,)  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  tUi 
State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  piecedini 
resolution  to  each  of  onr  Senaton  and  Representativo 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  tht 
Governors  of  the  several  States,  with  a  request  ths 
the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respective  Legids 
lures  for  their  consideration  and  adoption. 

Statb  OS  Nbw  Tobk,  . 

in  Auembijff  April  16, 18 1& 

Seeoieed^  That  the  Assembly  do  conenr  with  tb 
honorable  the  Senate  in  all  of  their  pveeeding  reeoli 
tions,  with  the  redtaL 

By  order  of  the  Assembly. 

AARON  CLARK,  Clerk. 


Mr.  Stobbr  offered  the  following  proceeding 
and  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  < 
New  Hampshire,  which  were  also  received  aD 
read: 

State  or  Nxw  Havpshu, 

in  Senate,  June  S6, 1818. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ns 

Jersey  hath  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Conslit 

Uon  of  the  united  States,  in  the  following  words, 

wit: 

«  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  rspresenUtiv 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes,  each  Stote  shi 
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its  legistatnre,  be  divided  into  a  nomber  of  diitricta 
aai  to  the  number  of  repreientatitef  to  which  laeh 
ate  may  be  entitled.  The  distrtcta  ahall  be  formed 
contigiioaB  terxitoxy,  and  contain,  as  nearly  aa  may 
,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitanta  entitled  by  the 
MwtitatioQ  to  be  repraaented.  In  each  diatrict  the 
lalified  ▼oten  ahall  elect  one  repreaentatite  and  no 
ore.  That,  for  the  purpoae  of  appointing  electora  for 
a  Pmident  and  Vice  Praaidant  of  the  United  Statea, 
each  diatrict  entitled  to  elect  a  repreaentative  in  the 
ongreia  of  the  United  Statea,  the  persona  qualified  to 
»t0  for  repreaentatiTee  shall  appoint  one  elector  and 
>  more.  The  additional  two  electors,  to  which  each 
ate  is  entitled,  shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner  aa 
e  Legislature,  thereof  may  direct.  The  electors,  when 
UTened,  shall  have  power  in  case  any  of  them  ap- 
inted  aa  aboTO  prescribed  shall  fail  to  attend  for  the 
irposcs  of  their  aatd  appointment,  on  the  dny  preacri- 
d  for  giving  their  votea  for  Presklent  and  Vice  Pre- 
lent  of  the  United  (ttatea,  to  appoint  another  or  oth- 
I,  to  act  in  the  plaee  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  at- 
ad.  Neither  thedistrieta  for  chooaing  repreaenta* 
ree  nor  thoee  for  appointing  electora  ahall  be  altered 
any  State,  until  a  cenena  and  apportionment  of  repre- 
ntativea  under  it,  anbaequent  to  the  diviaion  of  the 
atea  into  distrieta,  shall  be  made.  The  ditinon  of 
atee  into  dietncta,  hershy  prorided  for,  ahall  take 
ace  immediately  after  this  amendment  ahall  be  adopi- 
[  and  ratified  as  a  part  of  the  Constitation  of  the 
nited  States;  and  succesiiTely,  immediately  after- 
u-Js,  whenever  a  census  and  apportionment  of  rep- 
lentativea  under  it  ahall  be  made.  The  division  of 
ch  State  into  districts  for  the  purposes  both  of  choos- 
g  representatives  and  of  appointing  electors,  shall  be 
tered  agreeable  to  the  provitiona  of  this  amendment, 
id  on  no  other  occasion." 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
Dited  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representativea 
qneeted,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  aaid  amendment 
the  Conatitution  of  the  United  Statea. 
Remfivedt  That  his  Szcellency  the  Governor  of 
is  State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
ding  resolution  to  each  of  our  Senatora  and  Rep- 
■entativee  in  the  Congreaa  of  the  United  States, 
id  also  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  Statea,  with 
requeat  that  the  aame  may  be  laid  before  their  re- 
ective  Ijegialatures  for  their  consideration  and 
bption. 

JONATHAN  HARVEY,  President. 
Approved,  Jane  30, 1818. 

WILLIAM  PLUMER. 


Trorbdat,  November  26. 

The  Pbbbidbnt  commoDicated  a  letter  fcom 
le  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
loiwiog  the  organization  and  atrengtb  of  the 
tilitia  of  the  aeveral  States  and  Territories,  las 
r  «s  returns  have  been  made,  together  with 
ich  militia  laws  as  have  been  received  by  that 
epartment.  conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the 
enate  of  March  17, 1818;  and  the  communica- 
oDs  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
1  (he  Militia. 

Mr.  Barbodr  presented  the  petition  of  John 
imisoB,  lodiao  agent  at  Natchitoches,  praying 
a  increase  of  eom pensattoo  ;  which  was  read, 
ad  referred. 

Mr.  MoBRiL  presented  the  petition  of  James 


Pike,  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  a  pension ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Crawford,  of  Indiana,  praying  a  pension ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Fuller,  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  an  increase 
of  pension ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Land^,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolation  de* 
elariog  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
into  the  Union,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotea 
be  reouested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  oopiea  of  the 
aeveral  docnmenta  and  papers  referred  to  in  his  Mea- 
aage  to  Congreaa,  at  the  oommenoement  of  this  aeaaien* 


Mr.  RuGGLGB,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  to  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol, 
correctly  engrossed;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  the  blank  filled  with  **  two  thousand."  The 
bill  was  then  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  inst.,  ^'That  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  ot  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Fromertin,  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  said  State ;  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  relative  to  the  land  claims  of  Flor- 
ida, and  also  the  representation  and  protest  of 
certain  members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  against  the  memorial  of  said  Le- 

Sislature,  respecting  titles  to  lands  in  the  Florida 
islriet,  which  were  before  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  resolution  to  erect  a  monument  over  the 
remains  of  the  late  General  George  Wabhinotohi 
where  they  now  lie,  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  a  judicial  d!s« 
trict  in  Virginia,  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tain ;*'  also  a  resolution  authorizing  the  transmis- 
sion of  certain  documents  free  of  postage;  in 
which  bill  and  resolution  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  and  resolution  last  mentioned,  were 
read,  and  severnily  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
And  the  resolution  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent. 
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Mr.  hUoon  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

JLuoiwed,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Narel  Affiun  be 
mstroeted  to  inqnire  into  the  expedient  of  anthori- 
liiig  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States  to  eanse  a 
sanej  to  be  made  of  the  shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cspe 
Lookout,  and  the  Frying  Pans ;  ana  to  have  snch  an 
examination  made  of  them  respective!/  as  will  aseer- 
tain  the  practicability  of  erecting  a  ligfat-honse,  lighted 
beacon*  or  bnoy,  ooy  or  near  the  extreme  points  of 
them,  or  either  of  them. 

COMPENSATION  OF  CERTAIN  OFFICERS. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain 
officers  of  Gk>rernment  [the  Secretaries  of  the 
Departments,  the  Attorney  Gkneral,  and  Post- 
master General]  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Babbour  rose  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on 
the  proprietv  of  this  bill,  which  he  had  introduced. 
He  adverted  to  the  proceedings  on  this  sabject  at 
the  last  session,  ana  obserred,  that,  from  all  the 
information  which  had  cbine  before  him  then,  he 
had  thought  an  increase  of  one-third  of  the  pres- 
ent compensation  of  those  officers  woold  be  iost 
a|id  proper;  a  majority,  however, had  deemed  an 
addition  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  sufficient ;  in  this 
opinion  he  had  cheerfollv  acquiesced ;  and,  at  the 
poper  time,  when  the  blanks  in  the  bill  came  to 
be  filled,  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  such  an 
increase.  It  had  been  admitted,  on  all  hands. 
Mr,  B.  saidL  that  the  salaries  at  present  allowea 
to  those  officers  were  totally  inaaequate  to  their 
decent  and  comfortable  support;  the  necessary 
and  inevitable  consequences  of  which,  if  the 
compensation  was  not  increased,  was,  that  none 
but  men  who  possessed  large  fortunes  and  were 
willing  to  sacrifice  them  in  the  public  service, 
could  fill  those  offices,  and  the  ffentlemen  who 
now  filled  must  abando^  them.  It  was  contrary, 
he  well  knew,  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  to 
allow  exorbitant  salaries,  but  it  was  equallv  im* 
proper  to  deny  what  was  just  and  reasonable-* 
the  true  object  was  to  find  the  medium  between 
the  two  extremes,  and  such  was  his  desire  in  the 
present  proposition. 

Mr.  BuRBiLL  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  a  new 
section,  embracing  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
the  Chief  Justice  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  compensation  of  these  officers  did  not  also  re- 
quire increase ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  was  not 
better  and  fairer  to  provide'  for  it  in  the  present 
bill.  He  remarked,  further^  that  if  gentlemen, 
as  was  probable,  tbouzht  additional  compensation 
due  to  the  district  judges  also,  an  amendment  to 
that  effect  could  be  likewise  offered,  and  thus  the 
whole  subject  be  brought  at  once  before  Congress. 

Mr.  BABBOua  said  that,  as  regarded  the  prin> 
ciple  of  the  amendment,  his  opinion  was  testified 
by  his  vote  in  its  favor  at  the  last  session ;  but  he 
objected  to  associating  that  question  with  the 
proposition  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  dtc.  The  questions,  he 
said,  were  perfectly  distinct,  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment were  admitted  in  the  bill,  other  gentlemen 
would  press  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  other 


officers,  and,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  shall  go  on  in  a  eir- 
cle  until  the  bill  be  ao  loaded  with  amendmeots 
as  to  sink  under  their  weight.    He  thought  i 
proper  to  decide  the  insulatra  question  proposed 
by  the  bill :  on  this  question  there  was,  he  be- 
lieved, no  doubt  or  difference  of  sentiment ;  oo 
the  other  there  might  be  doubts,  and  the  coptit- 
nery  proposed  by  the  amendment  mi|;ht  be  fata] 
to  the  first  proposition,  and  the  individaab  io- 
Yolved  in  it  suffer  injustice.    If  an  increase  of 
salary  was  proper  for  the  judges,  why  not,  he 
asked,  present  the  proposition  separately,  when, 
if  it  was  the  will  of  Congress,  the  increase  would 
be  dispensed  to  them?    But,  if  the' present  mo- 
*tion  was  here  persisted  in,  the  connexioa  might 
destroy  that  wnich  all  admitted  to  be  necessary, 
and  the  public  will  be  thus  thwarted?    But  this 
was  not  the  only  objection,  Mr.  B.  said.    He  ad- 
verted to  the  difficulties  which  had  occurred  from 
the  presumed  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  State 
courts  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Onion,  and  the 
necessity  which  might  make  additional  jadges 
necessary  fully  to  administer  the  laws   in  the 
States,  if  the  State  authorities  went  on  denying 
their  power  to  act  under  the  laws  of  the  Union: 
in  this  case  the  duties  of  the  present  judges  woold 
cease  to  be  itioerant,  their  duties  would  be  light- 
ened, and  their  present  compensation  be  deemed 
sufficient.    Mr.  B.  made  incidentally  a  few  re- 
marks, on  the  salutary  effect  of  some  such  change 
in  the  constitution  ot  the  Judiciary  Department, 
and  concluded  by  repeating  his  desire  that  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  amendment  might  be 
kepi  distinct  from  the  present  bilL 

Mr.  Buabill's  motion  was  then  negatived— 
jreas  9 ;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  (in 
blanks)  for  a  third  reading. 


Frioat,  November  27. 

The  following  Message  was  receiyed  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  or  thb  Unitbo  States: 

To  the  SenaU  of  the  UmUd  States.- 

I  la/' before  the  Senate  a  rsport  from  the  Commii- 
sioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  made  in  compliance 
with  a  resolatien  of  the  38th  of  January  last,  requiring 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  upon  the  Public  Build- 
ings, and  an  account  of  their  piogiess,  to  be  annuallj 
exhibited  to  Congress. 

JAM£8  MONROE. 

NOYXXXXB  26, 1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  report  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Stobeb  presented  the  petition  of  James  H 
Clark,  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
in  consequence  of  his  having  been  robbed  of  i 
certain  sum  of  money,  as  stated  in  the  petition 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committer 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  i 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pensions  ;^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  westeri 
district  court  of  Pennsylvania ;"  and  a  bill,  entitle 
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^'An  ftct  to  ioereftse  the  narbber  of  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  War,"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  coDcarrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  last  mentioned  bills  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  concerning  the  western  district  court  of 
PennsylTaola,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incease  the  number  of 
clerks  in  the  Department  of  War,*'  Was  read  the 
second  time  hj  unanimous  consent  ^  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  JoHNBOii  presented  the  petition  of  Rosalie 
P.  Deslonde,  the  petition  of  J.  jPellet,  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Lefeyre,  the  petition  of  Jacques  Villere, 
the  petition  of  Barthelemy  Du verge,  the  petition 
of  Francis  B.  Lanj^ille,  the  petition  of  John 
Rodreguez,  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeal,  the'' 

Stition  of  B.  db  P.  Jourdao,  the  i>etition  of  Lewis 
.  Guerlin,  the  petition  of  Thaddeus  Mayherr, 
the  petition  of  L.  B.  Macarty ;  the  petition  of 
Pierce  Dennis  de  Ja  Ronde,  and  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Miloe.  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing* indemnification  for  losses  sustained  by  them 
during  the  late  war,  by  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
as  stated  in  the  several  petitions;  which  were 
read,  and  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  JoBHaoH  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Amory,  of  Boston,  and  John  Carrere 
and  Heary  Messonier,  of  Baltimore,  praying  con- 
firmation of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  known  as  Bastrop's  Grant ; 
and  the  petition  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Mellbn  presented  the  petition  of  John  Q. 
Brown,  praying  the  remission  of  duties  on  certain 
goods  imported  into  the  Uoited  States,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resutiied  the  motion  of  the  26th 
mstant,  "  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  conies  of 
the  several  documents  and  papers,  referrea  to  in 
his  Message  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  session ;"  and  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Dommlitee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  causing  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
sboa/s  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  the 
Frying  Pans,  dtc.:  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  ^*An  act  to  establish  a  judicial 
district  in  Virginia,  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  declapn^  the  admission  of. 
the  State  of  Illinois  into  the  Unioo,  and  the  fur- 1 


ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  authorizing  the  transmis- 
sion of  certain  documents  free  of  postage ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  to  erect  a  monument  orer 
the  remains  of  the  late  General  Gborob  Wabh- 
iNGTON,  where  they  now  lie;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday,  November  30. 

IsBAM  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
attended  this  day. 

Mr.  TicBNOR  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Buolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  present  judicial  system  of  Uie  United  States,  so  far 
as  to  provi^  for  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  num- 
ber of  judges  who  at  present  compose  the  Snpreme 
Court ;  for  the  restricting  of  the  ftmctions  and  duties 
of  the  judges  of  that  court  to  the  holding  of  the  sessions 
thereof,  and  the  other  dnttea  incidental  thereto;  of 
establudiiDg  and  organizing  a  drcuit  court  in  each 
State  of  the  Union ;  and  of  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  competent  number  of  judges  for  the  holding 
the  said  courts. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  increase  the  number 
of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lacook  presented  the  petition  of  the  May- 
or, Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  act 
of  incorporation,  and  the  sereral  sunplements 
thereto,  with  certain  amendments;  anu  the  peti- 
tion was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Baton  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Barrow,  of  Tennessee,  praying  remuneration  for 
a  certain  sum  recovered  of  him,  acting  as  princi- 
pal forage  master  for  Major  Greneral  William 
Carroll's  division  of  militia,  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 
r^d  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BuRBiLLi,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Mattl^ew  Lyon,  of  Rddyville,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  praying  reimbursement  of  a  certain 
fine  ihiposed  in  the  year  1798,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  costs  and  other 
losses  attending  the  same,  reported  that  the  peti- 
tion ought  not  to  be  granted  \  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Sanporo  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rudoed,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  act  of 
the  29th  April,  1816,  regulating  the  cufieney  of  cer- 
tain foreign  coins  within  the  United  States. 
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December,  1818. 


Mr.  Daggett  siare  notice  that  to  morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introdace  a  bill,  further  to 
extend  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United  States. 

The  fulluwingMesj<age  was  received  from  the 
President  op  tbe  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUa  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  retolntion  of  the  17th  of 
April,  I  transmit  to  the  Sensts  a  report  ftom  the  act- 
ing Secretaiy  of  the  Navj,  whidi,  with  the  documents 
aocompanjing  it,  .will  be  found  to  contain  all  the  in* 
formation  required. 

JAMJB8  MONROE. 

NOTBXBIB  SO,  1818. 


The  Message,  together  with  the  report  and  ac- 
companying documents,  were  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26ih  instant,  ^  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  lay  before 
the  Senate,  copies  of  the  several  documents  and 
papers  referred  to  in  his  Message  to  Congress  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concernuig  invalid 
pensions,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
erect  a  monument  over  the  remains  of  the  late 
General  Qborob  Washington,  where  they  now 
lie ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Mr.  Ro- 
berts, and  Mr.  Burrill,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain 
documents  free  of  postage,  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  the  State  of  Illinois  into 
the  Union ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hott8e,and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bdrbili.,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
diciaryj  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  more 
convenient  orsanization  of  the  cooruof  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit  Judges ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Tgbsdat,  December  1. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Daggett 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  H.  Clark,  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  were  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  DiCKERSON  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Daggett  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Forsttb  submitted  the  following  naotioa 
for  consideration : 

Reeohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  prohibitiAf 
the  exportation  of  the  gold,  silver,  ana  copper  ooios  ^ 
the  United  BUtes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  ultimo,  "  Thst  the  Committee 
of  Finance  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April, 
1816,  regulating  the  currency  of  certain  foreign 
coins  within  the  United  States;''  and  agrml 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  De- 
partment of  War ;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  transmission  of  certain  documents 
free  of  postage,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported tberetoj  by  the  Committee  of  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads ;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to^  the  President  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  House  amended  accordingly ; 
and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolution  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ike 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  of  Eddyville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  declarinff  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  Into  the  Union,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOROUGB  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Forrest^  of  the  citv  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  certain  schoon- 
er called  the  William  Teaton,  chartered  in  tbe 
month  of  May,  1812,  to  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  a  carjgro  of  provisions  from  New 
Tork  to  Laguira.  which  was  seized  and  condemn- 
ed, as  stated  in  tne  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  GbLDSBOROUGB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,  of  New  York,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOBOUQB  sko  reported  a  bill  for  the 
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relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  nod  the  bill  was 
retd  aod  passed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  motion  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  for  instructiog  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary lo  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  chang- 
ing the  present  judicial  system  of  the  United 
Sutes ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to*morrow. 


WsDiiESDAT,  December  2. 

MoNTPOBD  Stokes,  froin  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGB,  from  the  Committee  to 
vhom  was  referred  the  resolution  to  erect  a  mon- 
ament  orer  the  remains  of  the  late  General 
QeoROE  Wabbihgtoii,  where  they  now  lie,  re- 
ported the  same  amended,  as  follows :  Strike  oat 
the  word  ^  Re9olved^^^  wherever  it  oeeors,  and  to 
insert  in  liea  thereof,  "Beit  enacted;^  and  the 
amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  Gk>LDBBOR0uoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Richard  IL  Wilde,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
bjT  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  account 
01  James  Wilde;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SamfobO)  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairsy  to  whom  tlie  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  reaolutipn  directing  a  sorvey  of  eertaia 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;  and  the 
resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Sanpobd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Mesohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  inquire 
into  the  proptie^  of  grsatiBg  a  pension  to  George 
BeU. 

Mr.  Ruoolbb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Refohed,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Affidxs 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
proTision,  by  law,  i>r  dothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domesdc  manuAietures. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  DtouiBBOM 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdaee  a  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond 
reading. 

Mr.  XtSAKE  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

JUaohtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  serenl  isws  providing  for  the  disposal  of  pub- 
lic lands^  as  to  divide  the  fractions  into  quarter  sections, 
where  the  same  is  practicable;  and  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  fractions  in  quarter  sections,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  other  lands  of  the  United  States. 

And  also,  where  lands  have  reverted  to  the  United 
States  for  non-payment,  to  direct  the  sale  thereof  again 
it  public  sale,  upon  the  same  terms  uid  conditions  of 
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sll  other  public  sales,  unless  the  same  shell  have  been 
sold,  within  six  months  after  such  reversion,  at  private 
sale,  for  a  price  not  leas  than  that  for  which  it  had 
before  been  sold. 

On  request,  Mr.  Ticben or  had  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion  submitted  by  him,  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  for  instructing  the  Uommittee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  chang- 
ing the  present  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  1st  instant :  "  That  the  Committee 
on  Finance  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  the 
ffold,  silver,  and  copper  coins  of  the  United 
States;*'  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciarv,  on  the  memorial  of 
Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyville,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky;  and  the  consideration  thereof  wa$ 
further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Digoett  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second /eading. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  (Gov- 
ernors of  the  New  York  Hospital,  relative  to  dis- 
trefesed  American  seamen,  relieved  by  that  insti-. 
tution ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  transmission  of  certain  documents  free  of 
postage  having  been  reported  b^  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  resolution  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lacocc,  from  the  Committee  of  Pensioni^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Gkorgc 
Stone,  reported  as  follows : 

•"That  the  said  petilioner  seto  forth  that  he  served 
three  years  in  the  Massaehusetls  line»  in  the  Sevola* 
tionaiy  war;  that  he  was,  while  in  tlie  discbaige  of 
his  duty,  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  which  has  ever 
since  considerably  lessened  and  disabled  his  army 
which,  together  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  and 
misfortunes,  renden  it  necessary  for  him  to  ask  of  his 
country  to  make  hu  situation  in  advanced  life  com- 
fortable. 

Your  committee,  on  this  occasion,  would  observe^ 
that,  notwititanding  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition 
appear  to  be  proven  by  numerous  voucbeis,  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  giant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
inasmuch  ss  the  existing  laws  on  the  sntject  of  pen- 
sions prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  tssCiraony,  and 
every  other  prerequisite  by  which  they  may  be  ob- 
tained, in  a  lull,  ample,  and  it  is  coneeived,  liberal 
manner,  and,  to  depart  from  thoee  general  rules  and 
regulations,  and  to  make  each  individual  ease  a  aab- 
ject  of  legislative  inquiry  end  enactment,  would  be 
extremely  burdensooie  and  inconvenient,  and  perhaps 
in  some  eases  might  subject  the  Government  to  in- 
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poiition  and  fimad.    Thej,  thefefore,  ofiar  the  IoUpw- 
ug  Isolation: 

JUtohed,  That  the  petitjoner  hare  leave  to  withdraw 
hi«  petition." 

Mr.  Lacook,  from  the  aame  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Browo, 
made  report,  accompanied  bf  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  Luce  Cottt- 
neau,  also  made  a  report,  accooipanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  she  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  peti- 
tion.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 


Tbubsdat,  December  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  granting  to  Mehitabel 
Cole,  the  lands  therein  mentioned ;"  and  a  bilL 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Major  General 
John  Stark ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con* 
eurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  PBBSiDBifT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  16th  of  April 
last,  in  relation  to  the  offices  of  the  customs, 
'  which  it  may  be  proper  to  suppress ;  and  the  re- 
port, together  with  the  accomimnying  documents, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  prmted  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuooLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  of  Michigan  Territory^  praying  com- 
pensation for  the  destruction  of  bis  property  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Cassin,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  payment  of 
arrearages  of  certain  soldiers*  pay,  as  staled  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the 
Gommitfiee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient 
oroaBisation  or  the  eourle  of  the  United  Sutes, 
aaH  the  appoiotmeot  of  eiroait  judges,  was  read 
theaeeond  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee OQ  the  Judiciary,  on  the  memorial  of  Mat- 
tiiew  Lyon,  of  Eddvyille,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  of  the  Umitbd  States  : 

To  iht  Scnaie  iff  the  UmMt  Staim 

I  liaiMnftt  to  the  Senate  eopiee  of  muh  oi  the  doea- 
4Miils  lelenred  lo  in  the  Meesage  of  the  17th  of  last 
month*  as  have  been  prepared  since  that  period.  They 
oaniain  a  oopy  of  the  nporte  of  Mr.  Rodnev,  and  Mr. 
Chwham,  two  of  the  Gomnussiooeis  to  Sooth  America, 
who  returned  fint  from  the  minion,  and  of  the  p^pen 
ocumeeled  with  those  reports.*    They  alao  pnsent  a 

*  For  these  lepoits,  see  Appendix  to  1st  session^  16th 
Confess. 


foil  view  of  the  opeimlioBs  of  o«r  tioopa  employed  nx 
the  Seminole  war  in  Florida. 

It  wonld  be  gratifying  to  me*  to  have.eomnaoiuoated 
with  the  Measagea  dl  the  documents  referred  to  in  it, 
bnt  as  two  of  our  Commissjoaeri  from  South  America 
made  their  reports  a  few  days  only  before  the  mwling 
of  Congress,  and  the  third,  on  the  day  of  its  meetiB^t 
it  was  impoarible  to  transmit  at  that  tame  more  than 
one  copy  of  the  two  reports  fint  made. 

The  reaidne  of  the  doiwimiinti,  will  be  commnni- 
cated  as  soon  as  they  ane  pcepared. 

Tames  monroe. 

DsexxBXB  t,  1816. 

{The  papers  acoompenying  the  Meesage,  ao  for  as 
they  relate  to  Soodi  America,  are  those  wliich  were 
previously  laid  before  the  other  Honee ;  and,  so  for 
as  respects  the  Seminole  War,  of  letters  lietwen  the 
War  Mpattmenl  and  Genevd  Gainee,  and  Om  War 
DepaitOMBt  and  Genetal  Jackson,  andof  Ae  pioeead- 
ings  of  the  eouil  martial  for  Um  trial  of  Aibwthnot 
and  Aasbrister.] 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  uble. 

The  following  Message  was  also  reeeiyed  from 
the  Pbbbidgkt  or  tbb  UnrrBD  Statbb  : 

7b  ike  Senate  of  the  Vniied  Staiee  .- 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  S6th  of  last  month,  requesting  to  be  liinriahed 
with  soch  informstion  as  may  be  posseesed  by  the 
Sxeentive,  toudiiaf  the  execution  dr  ee  miich  of  the 
flmt  artiele  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Anuly 
between  His  Britannic  Majeety  and  the  Uaitod  Staaso, 
as  relates  to  the  raetitntioo  of  slavaa,  and  wihicb  has 
not  heretoforo  been  eommnnlcated,  I  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  report  made  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  on 
the  1st  iaetaatt  in  relation  to  that  snbjeet. 

JAMES  MONROEL 

DscKjuxa  3, 1618. 

Dm^AwmvMV  or  Svatv,  Hoe.  1,  1819. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  refotred 
the  rasdntioD  of  the  Seaale,  of  the  18th  altimo, 
requesting  information  not  heretofoia  eommnniealed, 
relating  to  restitution  of  slaves^  poofopaiabl|y  to  the 
first  article  of  the  late  Trealjr  of  Peace  hatweea 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  has  the  honor 
of  reporting  to  the  President  of  the  United  Siatss, 
that  the  difierence  of  oonstmction  given  by  the  two 
Governments  to  that  part  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Troaly,  and  the  daim  of  the  dtiienaof  the  Unitsd 
States  to  indemnity  for  slaves  oanied  away  eontraiy 
to  its  stipulations,  form  one  of  the  snbf  ects  of  naB:<itk- 
tion  now  pending  in  England;  whldi  negotiataen 
having  commenced  towarde  the  dese  of  the  mooth  of 
August,  no  tepoft  of  it*  piogseas  has  yet  been  raodved 
at  this  Department,  fiem  the  Plenipotentiaries,  te 
whom,  on  the  pert  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been 
committed. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

The  Messaf  e  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  jie  on  ihe  table. 


Fbidat,  December  4. 

William  Huntbr,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Islaod  aud  Providence  Piaotatioas,  attended  this 
dav. 

Mr.  £pp£a,  from  the  Coannittee  on  Finanoei 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joha  O. 
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BrowD,  made  a  report.  Mcompaoicd  with  a  rMO- 
luiioo,  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  hia  peti* 
tion.    The  report  aod  refblutioo  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacocc,  frvMH  the  CcMnmittee  on  Peosioaa, 
10  whom  was  referred  the  peiitioo  of  Gkephen 
Poller,  made  a  report;  aeeompaoicd  by  a  retolu- 
tioo,  that  he  have  leare  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resiaiutioD  were  read. 

Mr.  BuBRiLi.,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Jodieiarf,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en  titled 
"An  aet  to  establish  a  jodieial  district  in  Virgi- 
nia, west  of  the  Alieghanf  moaatain,"  reported 
ibe  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  ftom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Miliurj  Afisirs,  to  whom  the  sulMeec 
was  refaifed,  reined  a  fatU  for  the  relief  of  Bftat- 
thew  Bavsov;  mad  the  faili  was  read,  and  paesed 
to  the  seeoad  readiag; 

Mr.  Wiijeeii  sobflMiied  the  feltoiwiiig  aiockm 
for  ecraideraiioQ : 

Itsiofafd;  Thai  a  joiol  coAmlttss  of  the  two  Hoosea 
of  Congress  be  appomted  to  consider  and  report,  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  anj,  what  farther  provisions  by  law 
are  seeeMary  to  insnie  despatch,  acearaey,  and  neat- 
ness, in  tke  pnnttng  dsne  by  etderol  the  tiro  Hoases, 
respedivriy;  and  that  they  ha^leare  to  repert  by 
biU. 

Mr.  Lacock  sabmitted  the  following  motion 
for  eonsideration : 

Betohtdf  That  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
doconients  relatiTe  to  the  Seminole  war,  be  reiiBrred 
to  a  select  committee,  who  shall  hsTs  anthoiity,  if  ne- 
cessary, to  sead  for  persons  and  papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burrill,  fire  hundred 
copies  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  2d  instant,  together  wiih 
the  docamenls  relative  to  the  Seminole  war, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Laoock  aobmitted  the  following  motion 
for  coQfiideratioa : 

jResafeerf,  That  mo  paper  or  docoment  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  pnated  for  the  nsoof  the  Senate,  bnt  by  special 
onier,  except  Messages  firem  the  President  m  the 
United  States^  or  oommnnications  from  the  House  of 


Mr.  Mfli^LiH  presented  the  petition  of  John  Q. 
BrowDi  praying  the  paasag^e  of  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  pay mant  of  a  forfeiture  remitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
u'oo ;  vhieb  wae  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MoBBoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Pubiie 
Lands,  te  whom  the  subjeet  was  referred,  rejwrt- 
ed  a  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeitore  of  lands  for  failure  in  com« 
pietiog  the  payment  thereon;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  paiased  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  *<  That  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs  be  instroeted  to  inquire  ino 
the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  do- 
mestic mannfacturesj"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


oMtton  of  the  2d  tastaat,  "  That  the  Committee 
oa  Pensions  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  graat- 
ing  a  pension  to  Gteorge  BeU;"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
dieney  of  amending  the  several  laws  prorid^ 
for  the  disposal  of  public  lands;  aad  agreed 
therato. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Comfliittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Ckor^e  Stone ;  aad, 
in  eoncnrrenee  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

NiNiAN  Bdwards  and  Jsaafi  B.  Thomas,  le- 
speetlTcly  appointed  Beoaiors  by  the  Lcgialatnre 
of  the  State  of  lUiaois,  produced  their  oradenliala, 
were  qaalified,  aad  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Monaow, 

iyeea/feA  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  aaeer* 
tain  the  ciasoee  in  whiah  the  Senators  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  shall  he  inserted,  ia  conformity 
te  the  resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and 
aa  the  Constitutioa  requires. 

Onidvd,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  faai* 
lot  box  two  papers  of  eqaal  sias,  nnmheced  1  and 
3;  eaeh  of  the  said  Senators  ahall  draw  out  one 

Cper*  The  Seaalor  who  ahall  draw  No.  1  ahall 
inserted  la  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term 
of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March«  1819; 
and  the  Senator  who  shall  dnw  No.  3,  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  wiU  ex* 
pire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1823. 

Whereupon,  the  numbera  ahovementioaed  were 
by  the  Secretary  rolled  op  and  pat  into  a  box ; 
when  Mr.  BnwARna  drew  No.  1,  and  is  accord* 
iogljr  of  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1619 ;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordingly  of 
the  class  whose  term  of  service  will  expira  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1823. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Brown ;  and  ia 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  f^ranted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lace  Cottineao ;  and, 
on  mtHion,  by  Mr.  EonnaTS,  the  further  con- 
siderataoa  thereof  was  poetpoaed  uatii  the  second 
Monday  in  January  next. 

The  bill  farther  to  exiead  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time ; 
aad,  on  motion,  by  Mr;  DAaoBXT,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker , 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
count of  James  Wilde  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  directing  a  survey  of  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  was  read 
the  second  time. 
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The  resolaiion  propo»in^  an  amendmeBl  to 
the  CoDstitDtioD  or  the  Uoited  States^  as  it  re- 
speeu  the  choice  of  Eiecfors  of  President  and 
vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Diouuisoif,  it  was  refer- 
red to  >  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Mr. 
DicKBBsoN,  Mr.  Edwabos,  Mr.  Kiiro,  Mr.  Bab- 
BOUB,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  granting  to  Meliita- 
bel  Cole  the  lands  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pobtic  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  «« An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
jor General  John  Stark,"  wss  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
erect  a  monament  over  the  remains  of  the  late 
Qeneral  Gbobob  Wabhihoton,  where  they  now 
lie,  together  with  the  amendment  reported  there- 
to by  a  select  committee;  and  the  amendment 
having  been  agreed  to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dao- 
OBTT,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  neat. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  cir- 
cuit judges;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpobd.  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  April 
20^  1818,  received  at  the  last  session,  together 
with  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instructions,  for 
the  naval  service^  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  in  obedience  to  an  aet  of  Con- 
gress, passed  7iti  of  February,  1815,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,''  transmitted  there- 
withj  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  7. 

The  Pbebidknt  communicated  a  letter  from 
John  Gardiner,  presenting  to  the  Senate  maps  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  and  of  the  military 
bounty  lands  in  the  Missouri  Territory  ;  and  the 
letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
petition  of  merchants,  traders,  and  inhabitants  of 
St.  Stephens,  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  praying 
to  be  made  a  port  of  entry;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufacture?. 


Mr.  Mobbil  presented  the  petition  of  David 

Stephens,  of  Ohio,  praying  the  privilege  of  re-  _  ^ _^ 

entering  a  certain  quarter  section  of  land  for  the  j  by  Mr.  Otis,  the'  further  consideration   thereof 
original    consideration;  and    the    petition   was '  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 


read,  and  leforred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson  preseirted  the  petition  of  Solo- 
mon Provost,  praying  compensation  for  property 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  the  petition  of  Noel  Destrahan,  for  and 
in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  £.  Macarty,  pimying 
indemnification  for  property  destroyed  doring 
the  late  war  i  and  also  the  petition  oi  Peter  La- 
coste,  praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of 
slav^  taken  away  by  the  British  during  the  late 
war ;  and  the  petitions  were  respectively  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JoBNBON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  die  Committee  on  MiMtaiy  Afiiujs 
be  inslmcted  to  intpuxe  into  the  ezpediencj  of  pea- 
ing  a  law.  snthoriziiig  the  PitMdent  of  llie  United 
States  to  take  provisional  possession  of  East  Flonds, 
or  of  snch  parts  of  it  as  he  may  deem  essential,  now 
or  hereafter,  to  control  the  Indians^  and  to  prevent 
them  from  committing  hostilities  against  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  BuBBiLi.,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciarf,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  aet  concerning  the  western  district  court  of 
Pennsylvania,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Major  Qeneral  John 
Stark,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  oo 
the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon  \  and  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to*morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  lime, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pieting  the  payment  thereon,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill,  introduced  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Dagoett,  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States,  was  next  taken  op  as  in  Commit*' 
tee  of  the  Whole.  , 

Mr.  Daggett  rose  in  support  of  this  bill,  amd. 
after  observing  that  it  was^  with  the  exception  ot 
a  few  of  its  features,  simtlar  to  the  bill  on  the 
same  subject  before  the  House  of  Represeota-i 
tives  at  the  last  session,  proceeded  to  explain 
briefljr,  but  distinctly,  its  several  proyisiona^ 
showing  the  expediency  of  some  and  the  abso-i 
lute  necessity  of  others.  When  Mr.  D.  conclu* 
ded  his  remarks,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion,  rc» 
ferred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senau, 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  thii 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  moN 
convenient  organization  oi  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit 
judges;  aud  Mr.  Babboub  having  submitted  i 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committel 
on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions;  on  mot ioa 
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The  Seoste  resumed  the  cmisideratioD  of  the 
motion  of  clie  4th  instaDt,  for  the  ftppoihtment  of 
a  jolDt  eommittee,  to  consider  and  report,  vhe- 
ther  any  farther  proyisions  hy  taw  are  necessary, 
in  relation  to  the  printing  done  by  order  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instant,  ^*  That  the  Message  of 
the  President  and  documents  relative  to  the  Sem- 
inole war,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who 
shaJi  have  authority,  if  necessary,  to  send  for 

£  arsons  and  papers;"  and^  on  motion  by  Mr. 
ACOCK,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  iostaot,  "That  no  paper  or 
document  shall  hereafter  bie  printed|  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  hot  by  special  order,  except  mes- 
sages from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  commBDteations  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  mote  effeetnally  to  provide  for  the 
panishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolniion  to 
erect  a  mimnment  over  the  remains  of  the  late 
General  Qmonoa  Wabbinotor,  where  they  now 
lie;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hanson,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  this 
day  fortnight. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  this  day  fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  G.  Brown; 
and  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Fuller ; 
and  in  conenrreaee  therewith,  resolved  that  he 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  ra  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  James  Wilde ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  di- 
recting the  survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  lead  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideiauon  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Vir- 
ginia, west  of  the  Alleghany  mountain ;"  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr*  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  the 


further  eonsideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til this  day  fortnight. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Dagobtt  communicated  the  following 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  which  were  read : 
At  a  Gwend  Auembl^  of  the  State  (f  Cmnedieitf, 
held  tU  Hart/crdt  m  mud  Staie,  en  the  eeeond 
Thuredav  of  JUhy,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord^  one 
thaueand  eight  hundred  andeighteen* 
Reeohed  hy  this  Aeeembfy,  That,  ibr  the  pnipose  of 
choosing  Bepresantathrss  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Bftstas,  each  State  shsll,  bj  its  Leflrislatore,  be 
divided  into  a  number  of  districts  •qnal  to  the  num- 
ber of  RepresentsSivM  to  whidi  snch  Skate  may  be 
entitled.  The  districts  shall  be  formed  of  coDtignous 
territory,  and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal 
number  of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Oonstitntion  to 
be  represented.  In  each  district  the  qnalified  voters 
shall  elect  one  Representative,  and  no  more.  TkH 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electors  for  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Ststes,  in 
each  dutrict  entitled  to  elect  a  Representative  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  perMms  qualified 
to  vote  for  Representatives,  shall  appoint  one  Elector, 
and  no  more.  The  additional  two  Electon  to  wfaldi 
each  State  is  entitled,  shall  be  appointed  in  each  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct.  The 
Electors  when  convened,  disH  have  power,  in  case 
any  of  them  appointed  as  above  prescribed,  shall  fiul 
to  attend  for  the  pnnweee  of  their  said  appointment, 
on  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  ap- 
point another,  or  othen,  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or 
them  so  failing  to  attend. 

Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  Representatives, 
nor  those  for  appointing  Electors^  shall  be  altered  in 
any  State,  until  a  census  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives under  it*  subsequent  to  the  division  of  the 
States  into  districts,  shall  be  made.  The  dlTJaion  of 
States  into  districts,  herebv  provided  for,  shall  take 
place  immediately  after  mis  amendment  shall  be 
adopted,  and  ratified  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  sucoessivelyy  immediately 
afterwards,  whenever  a  census  and  apportionment  of 
Representatives  under  it  shall  be  mad^.  The  division 
of  each  State  into  districts,  for  the  purpose  both  of 
choosing  Representatives  and  of  appointmg  l^lecton, 
shall  be  altered  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this 
amendment,  and  on  no  other  occasion. 

Jteeohed,  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  said  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resohedf  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  tUs 
State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  preced- 
ing resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  with  a  request, 
that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  resjpective  Le- 
gislatures, for  their  consideration  and  adoption 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  President  commaoicatid  a  report  of  the 
Secretar]^  of  the  Treasury,-  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  15th  of  April 
last,  requiring  him  to  procure  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  sundry  statements  of  its  con- 
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eerns  and  tranMctions,  and  to  lav  them  before 
the  Senate ;  which  was  read,  as  foUoiM : 

TBBAAour  DsvAmnBVT,  Jhc.  i,  161B. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  ISth  of  April  list,  reqitiring  the  Seoretaiy  of  the 
TreasQiy  to  procure  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  sundry  stateoseiits  of  its  cencenis  and  traasac- 
tiOtt%  and  to  lay  them  before  the  Senale  immediatsly 
after  the  commeaeement  of  the  next  sessien  of  Oon- 
fivsa,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enoleeed  state- 
ments and  oeamnaicatioas  made  to  this  Department 
by  that  tnslilatian. 

I  have  the  hmMMt  to  be«  dbe. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon*  JoBir  €Ui&XiaB»» 
Prmdent  ^  the  Smaitpw  Urn, 

Tbbasvbv  DtBFABTVBiiTr  Jime  11,  ISIS, 
SzB :  The  enclosed  lesolvtion  is  saWitted  to  the 
piesideni  and  directora  ol  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statesy  lor  the  pnrpese  of  obtaining  the  infcnttation 
xeqnked  by  it  in  time  to  be  commoBicaled  to  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  eommeacement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
giess.  It.is  presumed  that  the  statirmeni  reqoiied  fay 
the  aseond  member  of  the  reaolBtioB  aaay  he  Ihmiebed 
up  to  the  30th  of  September  next. 
I  am,  ¥flnr  respeotfiiily,  d(c 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
WiLUAM  JoBBs,  Baq., 
iVesute^  of  ike  Bmnk  4^  Urn  V.  S. 

Babk  or  m  Ubxtxb  Stayx^ 
November  11, 1816. 

fliB :  I  haT0  the  honor  to  transmit  the  statements 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  lOdi 
of  April,  a  oopy  of  which  you  were  pleased  to  com- 
municate in  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  June  last 

The  atatemenis  are  numbered  in  the  order  of  the 
serera!  members  of  the  resolution,  and  the  details  and 
accompanying  remaiks  it  is  considered  win  render 
them  perfectly  intelligible. 

In  respect  to  the  payments  made  on  account  of  the 
cash  part  of  the  second  and  third  instafanenta  of  the 
capital  of  Ae  bank,  it  is  impossible  to  designate  the 
amount  actual^  paid  in  coin. 

When  the  second  instalment  became  due,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  in  opeiation,  and  had  issued 
a  large  amount  of  its  notes ;  bills  were  also  discounted 
and  passed  to  the  credit  of  indmduah,  and  specie  re- 
ceived on  deposite ;  dierefbre,  the  notes  of  and  chedn 
on  the  bank  were  equiTalent  to  specie^  and  wouM  have 
drawn  out  the  specie  to  pay  the  cash  part  of  tiie  in- 
stalment, if  the  literal  formality  of  paying  in  specie 
had  been  required.  The  general  course  pursued  by 
the  subscribers  was  to  deposite  the  coin  and  notes  in 
the  bank,  and  draw  a  cheek  for  the  precsw  amount  of 
the  cash  part  of  the  instalment. 

The  banks  in  the  principal  cities  resumed  specie 

Syment  on  the  90th  ov  February,  IdlT,  and  the  thhd 
Btaiment  became  due  on  the  Ist  of  July  following ; 
their  notes  were,  of  course,  received  in  all  payments 
due  to  the  bank  and  to  the  vevenuoy  and  alsa  on  de- 
posite, for  which  specie  was  liable  to  be  drawn ;  of 
course,  the  notes  of  and  checks  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  actually 
paying  specie,  were  indiscriminately  received  with 
gold  and  silver  in  payment  of  Uie  cash  part  of  tliis 
nstalment 


In  the  stateBMttt  exhibiliBg  the  debta  daa  to  the 
bank  and  its  offieea,  the  amouat  of  bilb  disoaanted 
bcBiB  an  undue  prupertion  to  the  relative  trade  mud 
io^Mrtanoe  of  the  respective  places  $  but  the  afibrta  oi 
the  board  of  directors  to  produce  a  more  equal  appor- 
tionment have  been  counteracted  by  circnrnatainvti 
whkh  they  could  not  control,  the  origin  of  which  aiay 
be  referred  to  the  state  of  the  cun«acy  and  of  domes- 
tie  exchange  at  the  period  immediately  preceding  the 
establishment  of  the  bsnk,  the  consequences  of  which 
are  yet  Ttsible  in  the  moneyed  c^ratlons  of  those 
phicM. 

The  funds  of  the  cities  east  of  Philadelphia,  derived 
from  the  sale  of  their  imported  commodities^  had  been 
sufiered  to  accumulate  dniing  the  late  war,  and  until 
tile  establishment  of  the  bank,  chiefly  in  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  to  an  immense  amount, 
in  anticmation  of  that  event  and  the  proepecta  enter- 
tained or  the  consequent  improvement  in  the  coneney. 
The  public  revenue  had  alao  aceumuiated  in  the  mid- 
dle and  Wfstsm  sectiens  of  the  United  Slatea,  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions,  partaeulaily  in  the  banka  of 
Philadelnhia,  Baltimeia,  and  tfie  District  of  Ci^m- 
bia ;  and  the  banks  of  those  ptaoes  wen  greally  in- 
debfesd  to  those  to  the  eastward  of  them  respoctiveiy . 

Shortly  after  this  period,  as  you  will  reeoDect,  sir, 
the  banka  oTNew  Yaik,  Philadidphm,  Baltimes«,  and 
Virginia,  agreed  to  lesnma  specie  paymenta  on  the 
80th  of  Fehraary,  ondar  a  speoial  agraament  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  onfer  to  brit^ 
about  this  desiiaUe  and  indispensable  evenW  engaged 
its  credit  and  reeouices  in  protecting  the  debtor  banki, 
and  in  liquidating  these  immense  balances  by  actual 
remittances  to  the  eastward  in  specie  and  bills  at  par 
aa  the  onfy  possible  means  of  maintaining  what  bad 
been  so  happily  begun.  In  the  mean  time,  the  public 
deposites  in  the  bsnks  of  those  places  whidi  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Bank  of  the  Untted  States,  and  the 
revenue  subsequently  collected  In  the  same,  were 
chiefly  expended  in  the  cities  east  of  the  Susque- 
hannah. 

These  circumstances  have  constantly  maintained  lo 
great  a  demand  for  exchange  in  the  eastern  cities,  tfait 
the  directors  have  been  unable  to  extend  the  disoMma 
at  the  offieea  at  New  York  and  Boston,  as  they  have 
earnestly  desired  to  da,  without  getting  in  debt  to  the 
banks  of  thaoe  placas,  and  inauning  the  iaunediiie 
liability  to  a  demand  of  pavment  in  specss;  of  the  laige 
importations  of  which  by  the  Bank  «f  the  United  Stain, 
at  agreat  aapenae,  not  one  daikr  has  been  expended 
south  or  west  of  Philadelphia.  Il  is  a  lact,  combe- 
rated  fay  the  experienea  of  all  banks,  that  their  opm- 
tions  must  neceasarily  be  ragulated  by  thoaa  of  ths 
banks  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  otherwise  thou 
which  are  most  prudent  or  parsmonious  will  beoomt 
the  creditors  of  those  who  are  the  moat  liberal  or  ex* 
travagant;  the  consequence  of  which  is  an  immedisti 
specie  responsibility.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stat« 
and  its  offices  do  not  form  an  exception  to  thia  rnie; 
and  fiicts  have  demonstrated  that  a  bank  of  very  lin- 
ited  resources^  governed  by  an  avaricious  policy,  ani 
applying  its  means  not  to  the  purpose  of  public  acooat* 
modatton,  but  to  the  traffic  in  specie,  by  collecting  tli 
bills  of  other  banks,  drawmg  out  the  specie  lor  ssl% 
and  repeating  tfie  operation  dailr,  may  aobject  tb 
largest  capital  to  incessant  contribution.  It  is  coa^ 
ceived  that  what  has  been  said  will  sstisfactorily  pcsi^ 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ooold  not  tedi 
and  liquidate  debts  of  the  southern,  western,  and  mift 
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dl«  mtdmuh  to  the  maHmtu  dttM,  aad  at  the  jMme 
ttee  loea  e  IsTge  aMitknHd  ctpitd  to  the  Utter ;  end 
thet,  if  the  letter  have  not  pertielpeted  in  the  loene  of 
the  benk  in  pioportion  to  their  grtat  weelth  and  eom- 
mwes,  thej  haie  at  leeet  derived  ae  eaWtantkl  bene- 
flla  fiem  the  MMratieas  ef  die  hank  ae  eny  other  iee- 
lianefthelfaioii. 

Li  lefad  tn  tke  diKeuia  on  biUe  eeenred  by  the 
pledfe  of fobiie  nd  eerpoiate  etoeke,  il  ie  reipeetftilly 
ebetrted,  thai  dwee  leane  origlaaSed  in  the  eadd«i  re- 
dsnptiDB  ef  f  lS,000,fM»er  the  fanded  debt,  part  of 
thec^itel  of  the  haidi,  with  the  fnUie  Ainde  which 
had  been  ttanftnvd  lo  tiie  beak  in  the  niaiHMr  repve- 
M&ted.  Thie  event  took  pleee  in  a  few  iMnthe  «fter 
the  btnk  had  eommenoed  ita  operationa,  when  few  of 
ita  officea  were  in  operation,  and  while  the  eircnni- 
stancea  of  the  inetiiation  preclnded  the  poaaibility  ef 
an  equitable  diatrihation  of  ita  capital.  It  there&re 
became  a  dcairable  obiect  to  employ  thia  capital  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inatitotion  without  delay ;  and  the  only 
qneation  which  the  caae  appeared  to  iavolTc  waa,  whe- 
ther Ae  loana  ought  to  be  made  on  the  collateral  aecu- 
rity  of  public  and  corporate  atocka,  or  on  the  more 
precanooe  aeenrity  of  mere  perK>nal  leaponaibility, 
where  that  apeeiee  of  aecommodation  did  not  appear 
te  admit  of  ao  gveat  an  extenaion.  The  board  deter- 
mined vpon  Um  Ivrmer  oomrae^  end  iproeeeded  to  die- 
oewHtbille  en  the  piadge  of  atoek,  without  regard  to 
penone  or  pfai^  and  indiefrtminately,  to  the  extent 
wUdi  it  wee  ofimd;  and,  of  eonrae,  the  fieataat  ioana 
have  been  where  the  greateet  amoiint  of  atodc  wae 
held.  The  whole  amonnt  of  the  loana  on  pledged 
atock  of  eveiy  deacriplion  hae  not  at  any  time  leedied 
by  two  millione  the  amount  of  the  iiinded  debt  m- 
deemed  by  the  Government,  although  the  original 
amount  of  the  landed  debt,  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  waa  intended  to  have  been  $28,000,000.  To 
have  hitned  theae  funda  in  New  York  and  Beeton, 
would  have  reqnired  their  previoua  converrion  into 
spade,  or  the  fnnde  of  thoae  citie%  which,  from  the 
coune  of  exchange,  and  the  extiaordinarv  demand  ibr 
apecie,  wae  inpmcticable ;  and  to  have  demanded  the 
immediatepayBieBt  of  apecie  due  by  the  banka  in  Phil- 
adelphia, MMmoM,  Dwtrict  ef  Columbia,  and  the 


weatem  cotnttiy,  would  have  been  to  require  impoeaip 
bilitieB.  The  ftuide  wen  theiefere  loaned  where  thev 
were  canent,  and  in  thehr  opevation  podneedthe  gm^ 
nai  diiaiiwilinn  of  the  debte  due  by  tiie  benka  in  theae 
placee  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea^  which  tfier 
bad  not  'the  ability  todiecharge  in  apeda  en  demand. 
The  leaaon  why  no  pert  of  the  coin  in  poaaaerion  of  the 
bank  ie  exhibited  in  the  atatement  No.  3  of  the  exieting 
capital  of  the  bank  ia  aarigned  in  the  note  annexed  to 
that  atatement ;  but  the  whole  amount  of  apecie  in  the 
bank  and  iu  officea  at  that  time  waa  f3,815,208  06, 
aa  exhibited  in  the  general  atatement  rendered  to  the 
Department* 

The  erieie  in  whidi  the  directora  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Btatee  have  acted,  haa  been  one  of  peculiar 
delicacy  end  diilienlty.  The  policy  and  eflect  of  their 
adminiatralieii  cannot  be  appfedated  by  an  abatract 
view  ef  any  aingle  meaauie  (  it  must  be  taken  in  con- 
nexioii  with  every  other  which  it  involvea.  They  have 
eameetly  endeavored  to  promote  the  inteieet  of  the 
public  nod  ef  thainetitution,  but  they  dieclahn  the  pre- 
aumpcioo  that  would  exempt  them  from  error. 

I  have  the  honor  te  nmain,  ike 

WM.  JONBS^  Prei*t. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  CuAWfoin. 


ne  Setrtiary  of  the  TVearary  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Umted  Statee. 

TaxAavnT  DsFAnnnirT,  Nov,  S7,  1816. 

8im:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  atatemeBte  which 
were  endoaed  in  year  letter  of  the  11th  inafnat^  Bf 
compering  theae  atatemanta  with  the  reperte  ef  tka 
Regiater  ef  the  Treaaniy,  which  are  now  tmnemitted 
for  your  eonride«atien»  it  will  appear  that  the  aaeuni 
of  the  fonded  debt  yurchaaed  or  ledeemed  by  the  Geia- 
miarionen  of  the  Sinking  Fund  from  the  benkt  axeeede 
the  whole  amount  atated  by  you  to  have  been  received 
by  the  benk ;  whilat  it  m  admitted  that  about  t^OOiOOO 
ef  the  funded  debt  wee  in  the  ppaaaaaion  of  the  beak 
at  the  dete  of  thoee  etateaente.  The  infimnetion  la* 
quired  by  the  reaohitien  ia  more  detailed  than  that 
which  ia  ftirniahed  by  the  bank*  Yon  have  given  the 
amevaief  funded  debt  aubacribed  to  the  bank,  at  each 
of  the  paymenta,  without  diatinguiahing  between  the 
difierent  apedee  of  atack  of  which  the  aeverd  pay  mente 
were  oompoaed.  It  ia,  I  think,  manileat,  that  the  raao- 
lution  requirea  thia  diatinction. 

The  diflerence  between  the  amount  of  atock  atated 
to  have  been  recdved  by  the  bank  at  the  dilfcrent  p»- 
rioda  of  the  payment,  and  that  which  haa  been  re- 
deemed, ariaea,  probably,  from  the  ctrcumatance  of 
excluding,  in  the  atatement  made  by  the  bank,  all 
the  atock  which  waa  recdved  at  datea  aubeequent  to 
the  [aeverd  perioda  when  the  diflerent  inatalmenfii 
bectfne  due. 

Aa  aeon  aa  the  etatemente  required  by  the  reaolu- 
tion  of  the  Senate  ere  raceived,  they  will  be  eonunu* 
nioatad  to  that  body.    I  am,  dto. 

WM.  H.  CRAWPOBD. 

Wx.  Jovxa,  Eeq.,  President  U.  8,  Bank. 


The  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  Untied  States  to 
the  Steretary  of  the  TVeasurtf, 

Bajtk  or  Tna  UKixtn  Bravae* 

December  1, 1818. 

8in :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  the  atatemenla 
required  by  the  readution  of  the  6eaateof  the  I6di  of 
April  laat,  which  were  eommuaicaied  with  my  eoqdam- 
eteiy  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  and  relunied  undar 
cover  with  your  letter  of  the  S7th  ultimo^  having  en^ 
alituted,  egreeably  to  your  conetruetioa  of  the  dait 
member  of  that  reeolution,  a  atatement  more  in  detail, 
exhibiting  the  emount  of  the  aeverd  >paciee  of  Ibnded 
debt  aubecribed  to  the  bank,  and  induding  ae  well  the 
paymenta  made  aubaequently  to  the  timee  preeonbed 
by  the  diarter,  aa  the  peymenta  made  at  thoee  perioda, 
vriiich  the  worde  of  the  readution  appeared  done  to 
require ;  thna  at  once  embracing  the  whole  amount  of 
the  capHd  atock  actuaU  v  pdd  in  gold  and  ailver  coin,  or 
bank  notee  and  checka  equivdent  thereto,  and  in 
fended  debt;  from  whidi  the  amount  of  ftmded  debt 
vadeemed  by  the  Government  from  the  bank  being  de- 
ducted, ahowa  the  balance  of  funded  debt  remahiing 
aa  a  part  of  the  cenkd  atock  ef  the  bade  at  thia  time. 
The  reault  accorda  with  the  atatement  No.  1  of  the 
Regiater  of  the  Treaauir,  riiowing  the  amount  of  the 
aeveral  apeciea  of  fonded  debt  redeemed  from  the 
bank,  witn  the  hooka  of  the  bank  and  the  loan  office 
cardhlly  examined.    I  have  the  honor,  Ac, 

WM.  JONB8. 

Hon.  Wx.  H.  CnAWToas, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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The  Pruident  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staies  to 
the  Secr^ary  of  the  Treaeury. 

BaFK  of  TBI  UXZTID  StATSS, 

December  I,  1818. 
Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  retom  the  atatement  No. 
9i  of  the  Regiater  df  Uie  Treaaury,  ahowing  the  ^  amount 
of  atock  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes, 
per  dtTidendfl,  to  the  80th  June,  1818."  Thia  atate- 
ment reieri  to  the  date  jnat  mentioned,  bat  appeara 
alao  to  be  brought  np  to  the  Slit  October,  as  the  moi- 
ety onlj  of  the  Lonistana  debt  held  by  the  bank  at  the 
former  date  ia  included  in  the  amount. 

The  notea,  however,  which  I  have  added  to  the  foot 

of  the  atatement,  reeoncSe  the  atatement  No.  1,  ren* 

dered  by  order  of  the  Senate,  with  the  atatement  No. 

S  of  the  Regiater,  with  which  it  agreea  within  one  cent. 

'     I  have  tibe  honor  to  be,  &c 

W.  JONES. 
Hon*  Wx.  H.  CmAWToms, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeoMiry. 


TuBBDAT,  Deceniber  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  of  April 
last,  referring  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  districts  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  in 
West  Florida,  relative  to  land  claims,  together 
with  the  memorials,  petitiona,  and  other  papers 
addressed  to  the  Senate  upon  the  same  anbject,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  directing  him 
to,  report  a  plan  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  ses- 
aibn;  for  the  adjustmient  of  the  claims  to  lands  in 
said  districts,  accompanied  by  a  draft  of  a  bill  for 
that  purpose;  which  were  read. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  James  Wilde,  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chap- 
man,  collector  of  the  customs  for  Georgetown 
district,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Patuzet,  in  Rhode  Island ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BuBRiLL  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  respecting 
the  transportation  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor. 

MEMORIAL  OF  MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Benate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Cqmmittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
wnom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  of  £ddyTilie,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
praying  reimbursement  of  a  certain  fine,  imposed 
m  tiie  year  1798,  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  costs  and  other  losses  attend- 


ing the  same,  to  wit :  *^  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petifion  ought  not  to  be  ij^raoted."    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Crittenden  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion as  an  amendment : 

Beaohedf  That  all  peraona,  who  were  ptoaeenlad 
and  fined  under  and  1^  Tirine  of  the  second  aectian 
of  the  act  of  Congreaa,  commonly  called  the  aeditiaii 
law,  approred  the  14th  day  of  Jnly,  1798,  andMitHlad 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  tiio  act  entitled  *  An  act  fiir 
the  pnniahment  of  certain  ccimca  againat  the  United 
Statea,' "  ought  to  be  reimboraed  and  indemnified  ont 
of  the  pnbl&c  Treaaniy,  to  the  anxrant  of  the  fiaea  im- 
posed npooy  and  paid  by  then,  lespectiTely. 

Mr.  Cbittenden  said  he  considered  the  sedi- 
tion act  as  haritsg  been  unconstitutional,  notonlf 
from  a  defect  of  power  in  Congress  to  pass  such 
a  law,  but  because  its. passage  was  expressly  for- 
bidden by  the  Constitution.  The  sense  of  the 
nation  had  unquestionabljr  pronounced  it  uncon- 
stitutional, and  that  opinion  being  generally  en- 
tertained, it  ought  to  be  solemnly  pronounced  by 
the  Legislature,  that  hislorjr  and  the  records  of 
the  country  may  not  hand  it  down  to  posterity 
as  a  precedent  for  acts  of  similar  UMirpation.  If 
a  revision  of  the  proceedings  in  that  case  was 
important  in  a  public  point  of  riew,  it  was  cer- 
tainly so  as  it  related  to  the  iadiTiduals  who  be- 
came the  subjects  of  prosecution  under  that  act. 
To  each  of  them,  and  to  erery  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  had  guarantied  certain  rights,  which  had 
been  violated  by  that  law.  This  guarantee  enti- 
tled them  to  indemnity  in«  cases  wherein  those 
rights  were  Ttolated ;  of  this  indemnity,  the  de- 
cisions of  courts  ought  not  to  deprive  them.  If 
they  did,  he  said,  there  is  no  redeeming  spirit  in 
the  Constitution.  Le^^al  sanctions  cannot  vitiate 
Constitutional  provisions.  The  Judiciary  is  a 
valuable  part  of  Government,  and  ought  to  be 
hijghly  respected ;  but  is  not  infallible.  The  Con- 
stitution is  our  guide— our  supreme  law.  Blind 
homage  can  never  be  rendered  by  freemen  to  any 
power.  In  all  cases  of  alleged  viokcions  of  tM 
Constitution,  it  was  for  Congress  to  make  a  just 
discrimination,  in  doubtful  eases,  he  said,  he 
would  not  interfere;  tot,  when  the  Conatitution 
forbade  a  law,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  interpose 
for  the  relief  of  those  who  suffered  by  its  inflic* 
tioos.  The  case  now  before  the  Senate,  he  con- 
sidered a  fair  case  for  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress; It  had  a  peculiar  character.  The  indi- 
vidual had  a  right  to  remuneration ;  this  right 
ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  contingencies,  or  to 
speculative  opinions.  We  may  not  do  wrong 
that  right  may  come  of  it.  Justice  to  the  indi- 
viduals, to  the  Constitution,  to  the  country,  all 
required  this  course.  Let  us  add,  said  Mr.  C, 
new  defences  and  guards  to  the  Constitution  in 
this  assailable  point.  Let  us  secure  it,  as  far  as 
in  our  power»from  future  infraction  on  the  ground 
of  precedent. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL  said  he  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  prevail.  If  it  was  negatived,  the  gen- 
tleman would  yet  have  it  in  his  power  to  try  the 
general  question  bv  introducing  a  bill  embracing 
is  proposition.    But,  Mr.  B.  said,  not  a  fact  alle- 
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ged  io  the  petition  now  before  the  Bentte  w«t 
supported  by  any  proof,  though  the  faets  were 
extraordioery  in  their  Jiature,  and  not  to  be  be- 
lleTed  without  proof.    The  pecitiooer  had  ask«d 
relief  from  Congress,  on  the  ground  of  not  having 
had  a  fair  trial,    Ouffht  not  this  to  be  proved 
instead  of  being  merely  asserted  1    He  had  ealled 
Jodge  Patterson  a  second  Jeffries,  himself  an 
Aigernon  Sydney ;  but  this  was  not  a  around  on 
which  the  Senate  could  found  a  legislative  act. 
The  Qocstion  regarding  the  Coiutitutionality  of 
ihe  set  of  Congress,  which  had  been  agitated. 
Mr.  fi.  said  he  would  not  argue ;  not  that  ne  had 
any  doubts  on   the  subject,  but  because  it  was 
onoecessary  now  to  discuss  it.    The  question 
really  before  the  Senate  was  one  which  could  be 
discussed  without  reference  to  the  character  of 
Judge  Patterson,  and  without  reieeting  on  the 
administration   of  justice  in  the  courts  of  our 
country.    The  facts  alleged  were  not  proved,  and 
Mr.  B.   believed  they  were  not  susceptible  of 
proof.    There  might  have  existed  in  the  pnblic 
mind,  amidst  the  conflict  of  parties,  prejndicea  for 
and  against  Matthew  Lyon ;  but  Juoge  Patterson 
never  could  have  been  guilty  of  the  aeu  alleged. 
It  was  proposed  now  to  interfere  with  the  judi- 
cial proceedings  oi  the  country,  in  a  manner  in 
which  they  never  had  been  interfered  with  in 
ibis  ox  any  other  country,  by  setting  aside  deoi* 
sioDs  of  the  courts  and  indemnifying  the  parties 
who  were  the  subject  of  them,  and  that,  too, 
without  proof.    He  did  not,  he  said,  believe  in 
the  infallibility  of  the  Judiciary ;  but  neither  did 
he  in  that  of  Congress.    The  gentleman  himaeif^ 
who  thought  himself  quite  rij^nt,  might  be  mista- 
ken in  his  views,  as  infallibiltty  did  not  belooffto 
humanity.    What  right,  Mr.  a*  asked,  had  <Jon- 

fress  to  pass  on  the  Constitutionality  of  this  law  ? 
'hey  could  repeal  laws,  but  they  oonkl  not  re> 
vise  the  adjudications  under  them.  The  lav  had 
been  passed  by  Congress,  and  been  exeeuted  by 
the  couru  of  the  United  States,  after  solemn  ex* 
amination.  If  Coiigress  were  to  interfere  in  this 
case,  they  might  in  all  others;  and* the  Senate 
would  see  to  what  conseouences  the  establish- 
ment of  this  principle  would  lead.  Against  such 
evils  as  the  petitioner  alleged,  they  might  guard 
by  Jaw,  with  a  view  to  prevention ;  but,  having 
occurred,  they  could  only  interfere  in  extreme 
cases,  and  that  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution — by  impeachment  and  removal  of 
the  Judge.  To  proceed  as  new  proposed,  would 
be,  instead  of  considering  the  Judiciary  in  its 
true  light  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Qovera- 
ment,  to  render  it  dependent  and  subordinate.  If 
Congress  were  so  to  not.  said  he,  posterity  might 
impute  to  them  party  feelings,  as  we  now  do  to 
those  who  have  gone  before  us.  Let  us  not  then 
pronounce  censure  on  any  past  Congress,  or  on 
the  acts  of  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JBabuoub  said  he  had  not  intended  to  speak 
on  this  gaestion,  unless  impelled  by  an  imperious 
sense  of  duty.  He  was  happy,  he  said,  that  the 
question  preaented  to  the  Senate,  instead  of  being 
decided  oo  the  merit  or  demerit  of  an  individBal, 
was  to  be  decided  on  the  broad  ground  of  prin- 


eiple.  Was  the  course  proposed  in  the  amend> 
ment,  he  asked,  an  unusual  course?  Was  it  not 
a  daily  practice  to  include  all  who  were  in  the 
same  predicament  in  the  same  remedy?  An  in* 
dividual,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  responsible  for  any 
charges  he  made ;  and  they  are  not  to  be  received 
as  facts  until  satisfactorily  proved.  Let  not, 
therefore,  the  great  Constitutional  oaestion  now 
presented  rest  on  the  merit  of  the  claim  of  a  sin* 
ffle  individual,  or  be  encumbered  by  questions  of 
tact  peculiar  to  an  isolated  ease.  The  true  ques- 
tion now  to  be  decided,  was,  did  the  Qovernmeat, 
by  the  sedition  act  of  1796,  from  iinproper  mo- 
tives or  party  feelings,  violate  the  Constitution 
and  oppress  individuals  ?  If  they  did,  ought  not 
the  new  trustees  to  whom  the  people  had  coa- 
fided  their  authority,  te  remedy  the  evU  as  far  as 
in  their  power  ?  The  public  sentiment,  he  said, 
called  upon  Congress  to  repair  the  wrongs  which 
had  been  inflicted,  and  to  administer,  like  the 
good  Samaritan,  the  healing  balm  to  every 
wound.  This,  he  thought,  was  a  propitious  mo- 
ment to  retrace  the  former  steps,  in  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  erect  a  barrier 
against  the  recurrence  of  similar  aggressions  of 
power  on  inherent  and  Constitutional  right. 
This,  he  said,  was  not  the  tribunal  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  judicial  delinquency:  that  was  the  prov- 
ince  of  the  other  House.  But  it  was  quite  with- 
in the  power  of  this  body,  as  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  to  proaoqnce  that  those  who  gave 
the  authority  exercised  by  the  judiciary  had  no 
right  to  do  so,  and  that,  therefore,  the  judiciary 
had  proceeded  unconstitutionally  in  ezeduting 
the  law,  the  Constitution  being  the  paramount 
law.  He  believed,  he  said,  out  courts  were  the 
purest  in  the  world;  but  those  who  composed 
them  were  mere  men,  and  some  of  them,  possi- 
bly, bad  men.  Was  there  anything,  he  asked,  in 
the  ermine  robe,  which  conferred  oo  the  wearer 
exemption  from  human  frailties?  It  was  rather 
calculated  to  inflate  the  vanity,  and  increase  the 
confidence  of  the  judge  in  bis  own  infallibility. 
He  would  not,  he  said,  act  indelicately  towards 
the  judiciary^  er  any  member  of  it ;  but,  in  re- 
gard to  the  violation  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
passage  and  execution  of  the  sedition  law,  a  tri- 
bunal from  which  there  was  no  appeal  had  de- 
cided on  it.  There  was  among  the  people,  at 
this  day,  scarcely  a  dissentient  voice  on  that  sub- 
ject Would  the  decision  of  four  or  ive  indi- 
viduals counterbalance  this  unanimous  opinion? 
The  sedition  act,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  say,  was 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  among  the  acts  of 
misrule^  in  consequence  of  which  the  party  who 
then  held  the  reins  of  Qovernment  was  precipi- 
tated from  power.  The  law,  he  said,  was  un- 
constitutional, and  Congress  ought  to  say  so,  and 
to  repair  the  ravages  made  under  eolor  of  its  au» 
thority.  Suppose  Congress  had  decreed  the  pun- 
ishment of  death  aed  corruption  of  blood  for  the 
offences  designated  in  the  act;  they  had  the  same 
right  to  do  that  as  what  they  did  da  Suppose 
the  victim  had  been  immolated,  and  his  pro|NBrty 
confiscated,  and  that  the  heirs  had  applied  for  a 
reversal  of  the  attainder,  the  same  answer  might 


61 


HI£rtORY  OF  CaNOKESS. 


52 


Sbnatb. 


JHIflMrM  ^  MaHhew  LffWi. 


DeCBMUBB,  181S. 


be  gfiv«ii  as  wis  now  girea  bjr  the  gentlettftt 
from  Rhode  Island,  that  we  ongbt  not  to  inter* 
fere.  This,  be  said,  was  not  the  answer  doe  hj 
Oonoress  to  saeh  an  applioa t«OD«  Apprehensions 
had  been  expressed,  thai,  from  a  different  coarse, 
great  ineooreniences  were  to  be  feared.  Mr.  B. 
thought  not.  It  would  teach  men  in  authority 
that,  too  often,  in  noesessloa  of  power,  they  for- 
got right:  it  wonid  teach  them  to  look  forward 
to  the  semimenu  whieh  posterity  would  eater* 
tain  of  their  conduct.  Our  halcyon  days,  said 
he,  may  not  always  eovtiiMie.  We  ought  to  ereet 
land  maries  for  the  benefit  of  future  ages;  we 
oogffat  to  encourage  f\]Care  patriots  to  resnt  osar- 
pation.  Our  Gorerbment,  he  said,  was  made  for 
the  people,  and  for  the  eonservatlon  of  their 
rights;  and  we  ought  to  repair  injuries  unright- 
eously inflicted  on  then.  But,  if  precedents  were 
to  be  sought  in  the  history  of  other  Cbvernments, 
there  w«re  precedents  to  be  found  ia  British  his- 
tory. 

The  iuccessors  of  the  Stuarts  repaired,  as 
far  as  in  their  power,  the  injuries  they  had  done. 
In  the  case  of  Rusaell,  he  was  permitted  to  re- 
sume the  right  of  blood  and  property-^-and  other 
eases  might  be  cited.  When  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent, or  the  Judiciary,  exceeds  the  powers  dele- 
gateu  them  by  the  Coastitution,  the  peoi>le  hate 
a  right  to  resist  unto  blood.  By  way  of  illustra- 
tion, Mr.  B.  pot  a  case:  had  Burr,  he  said,  been 
imposed  on  the  nation  as  President  by  Congress, 
bloody  repgeanee  would  have  pursued  the  usor- 
pcf  and  bis  confederates.  In  the  case  of  the  sedi- 
tion law  there  was  no  need  of  a  resort  to  force; 
the  redeeming  spirit  of  the  peciple  was  appealed 
to;  it  was  roused,  and  it  was  effective.  The 
aetoia  in  these  scenes  were  driren  from  power, 
and  cohered  with  popular  displeasure.  Biut  haa 
anything  bee»  done  to  redress  the  indiYidaal 
wrongs  inflicted  ?  Certainly  not.  For  one,  he 
said,  he  wished  to  enter  his  solemn  protest  in  this 
case,  that,  if  a  name  so  insigniflcant  as  bis  should 
oyer  meet  the  eye  of  posterity,  it  might  be  seen 
bow  he  had  acted  on  this  occasion.  What  had 
been  unconstitutionally  exacted  Congress  ought 
to  restore.  The  Senate,  he  said,  ought  to  look  at 
the  consequences  of  actiuff  on  different  grounds. 
What  individual,  he  asked,  would  have  patriot- 
ism and  firmness  enough  hereafter  to  resist  op- 
prHsion.  unless  this  excitement  of  indemnity  for 
mjury  snould  be  held  out  ?  The  case  of  the  suf- 
ferers under  the  sedition  law  would  forewarn 
them  from  attempting  to  resist  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  authority.  Mr.  B.  concluded  his  ani- 
aaafed  speech  by  a  brief  reeapltulaiion  of  his 
argument.  Independent  of  all  consideration  of 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  particular  case  be- 
fore the  Senate,  he  was  in  favor  of  granting  re- 
lief, generally,  in  all  tliat  class  of  cases,  on  the 
principle,  that,  when  a  man  has  been  injured  by 
an  unconstitutional  law.  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  Congress  to  repair  the  breach,  and  enter  up  a 
protest  against  the  injury.  This,  he  said,  was 
an  unique  ease,  and  one  in  which  this  great  fun- 
damental priactple  could  be  safely  established. 
To  show  at  least  what  his  opinion  was  on  the 


subject)  Mr.  B.  required  the  question  on  the  mo* 
tion  to  be  taken  by  ^eas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  this  debate  was  wholly  unex- 
pected by  him,  until  the  gentleman  feom  Ken- 
tucky gave  hitf  an  intimation  a  day  or  two  ago, 
that  he  intended  to  oppose  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  net  tnen  intend  to  interfere,  as 
he  believed  the  few  observations  he  might  make 
would  be  wholly  unprofitable;  and  nothing  but 
some  allusions  which  had  been  made,  would  in- 
duce him  toaddtess  the  Senate.  He  was  the 
only  member  of  Congress,  now  in  the  Senate, 
who  Tottd  for  the  sedition  law ;  and  there  were 
but  four  or  five  in  the  other  House,  who  had 
aided  in  passing  this  law.  It  might  be  expected 
he  would  let  the  world  see  he  was  not  ashamed 
of  his  old  frreads.  nor  of  his  old  principles.  He 
was  not  now  an  adroeate  for  a  sedition  law.  The 
public  opinion,  as  clearly  ascertained,  forbade  it. 
He  respected  this  opinion  as  sincerely  as  those 
who  much  oftener  referred  to  it.  It  was  his  in- 
clination, as  well  as  his  duty,  to  conform  to  it 
But.  though  he  wcmid  not  repeat  the  offence,  he 
could  not  repeat  ii^  In  supporting  that  law  on 
its  pasmge,  he  acted  from  a  sense  of  duty.  Those 
who  acted  with  him,  were  goTemed  by  motives 
equally  hoaorable»  He  admitted  the  law  was 
iaexpedient,  but  lie  thought  gentlemen  mistaken 
when  they  pronounced  it  unconstitutional.  This 
question  bsid  been  ably  discussed,  as  well  by  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  law,  as  by  those  who 
advocated  it ;  and  he  should  not  now  enter  deeply 
iulo  the  subject.  Brery  GoTemment  hsd  an  in- 
herent right  to  punish  offences  which  endangered 
iu  existence;  and  on  this  definition  he  relied 
for  ajusttication  of  the  law.  If  the  President 
and  Congress  were  convinced  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  such  a  law,  they  had  a  right  to  enact  it. 
It  was  passed  in  a  period  of  great  danger  and 
alarm.  It  wss  true,  it  had  been  said  th^e  were 
chimerical.  He  trusted  this  would  not  now  be 
said.  It  was  a  period  of  war,  and  of  threatened  in- 
vasion. Our  ministers  of  peace  had  been  spurned 
by  the  French  Republic,  who  had  demanded 
more  money.  The  natron  was  preparing  to  re- 
sist. At  this  moment  the  law  was  passed.  It 
was  a  measure  of  defence-^  part  of  the  general 
system.  Of  this  system  WAaamoTaii  approved, 
attd  accepted  the  command  of  the  Army.  Mr. 
O.  did  not  wish  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings,  aad 
would  endeavor  to  aroid  iL  There  was  one  ar^ 
ffument  more  he  would  urge.  Had  gentlemea 
lately  read  the  law  ?  If  they  had,  they  woald 
remember  that  its  second  section  onlv  punished 
the  publication  of  false,  scandalous,  and  tnalicious 
matur,  and  admitted  the  truth  to  be  giren  in  the 
defence.  He  had  always  been  surprised  that  this 
section  was  found  fault  with,  while  the  first  sec- 
tion, defining  a  eonspimcy,  and  prescribing  its 
punishment,  had  been  passed  over  without  sni- 
aaadTersioa.  The  law  was  doubtless  inexpedient, 
but  it  was  not  new  in  principle.  Similar  provi- 
sions existed  in  several  of  the  States ;  and  this 
act  was  deemed  essential  for  the  defence  of  the 
Constitution  and  its  authorities.  It  was  not  in* 
tended  to  affect  the  poor  individuals  who  be- 
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cftme  ito  tmChba  ;  b«t  ii  wm  Uioogbt  iluit  Frwiec, 
wbo  was  crery  where  endeftroriag  to  extend  her 
iofluenee  bv  iatr^ae  aad  eorraption,  would,  by 
her  ageots^  ottay  herself  in  our  concerns,  and,  that 
the  proTinottsof  this  act  were  necessary  to  defeat 
theur  efforts,  and  preserre  the  QoTerament.    No 
matter  whether  those  appreheDsions  were  un- 
foonded  or  oot— they  existed.    Nor  need  it  be 
wondered  at«     We  had  since  seen  and  heard  it 
asserted,  thai  the  finger  of  Qreat  Britain  was  dis^ 
eorered  Jn  the  proceedings  of  men,  whose  princi- 
pieS|  servieea,  a  yes,  families,  and  fortnnes,  were 
certain  pledges  of  their  fidelity  to  theif  country. 
Bat,  admiitias^  thai  gentlemen  are  correct,  and 
that  indelible  stigma  should  be  stamped  en  the 
law  and  its  authors,  can  Congress  remedy  the 
wrong  done  9     We  have  no  Coostitntional  power 
to  declare  any  kw  unconstitutional,  in  anv  other 
mode  than  by  repealing  it.    If  gentlemen  thought 
we  had,  be  wdold  thank  them  to  point  out  the 
clause.    They  could  not  do  it.    We  have  no  such 
power.    The  Jodieiaiy  could  do  justice  in  such 
eases,  bat  the  Legistature  cannot.    Have  we  any 
precedent?    He  would  not  admit  the  extreaw 
cases  pot  by  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia.    This 
was  aaor^oary  ease — had  we  any  precedent  for 
interfering  here  1    None.    Woald  there  be  any 
use  in  adeptiqg  this  measure?    It  might  be  a 
precedent  for  aooiher  Congress  to  pass  a  resola* 
tion  restoring  the  Constitution  to  the  construe- 
tioa  given  it  by  the  sedition  law.    The  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  sent  here  to  do  this  act;  it 
was  not  conneeied  vHth  his  legislative  powers* 
He  dreaded  the  consequences  which  might  flow 
from  the  proposed  resolution.    Gentlemen  seemed 
to  have  lost  sight  of  analogies ;  and  the  sedition 
law  alone  was  jche'' hydra  and  chimera  dire."  But, 
tahe  the  embargo  iaws  and  their  execution.  Man  v 
eminent  statesmen  deemed  them  nneonstitationaL 
They  believed  the  power  given  to  Coogtessi  te 
regulate  commerce^  did  not  carry  with  it  the 
power  to  destroy  commerce.    Mr.  Dbxtsb  had 
publicly  and  boldly  denounced  the  embnrgo  as 
unconatittttional ;  and  he  might  fairly  be  deemed 
the  parent  of  all  the  heresies,  if  such  they  were, 
which  prevailed  in  the  Bast  on  this  sobject*   Yet, 
he  noon  found  favor  with  the  Government.    Some 
ten,  fifteen;  or  twenty  years  hence,  the  question 
may  be  raiaed  conoerniog  the  constitutionality 
of  the  embargo  lawsj  and  the  propriety  of  lestor* 
ing  fines  and  forfeitures  under  them.    Suppose  a 
gentlemaa  should  then  address  theSenatCyas  the 
gentleman  frooa  Virginia  now  does,  with  the  same 
zeal  and  eloquence,  woold  he  not  be  able  to  arouse 
our  prejadieee  and  feelings  against  the  embargo 
lawst    Bat  were  there  no  other  cases?    The 
United  States  Bank  was  once  deemed  uneoosti* 
tntional,  and  had  been  so  pronounced  by  the  great 
inquest  of  the  nation,  ol  which  the  gentleman 
frotn   Virginia  had  spoken.    But  this  opinion 
Imd  paaaed  away,  and  it  had  been  found  useful 
and  neeeesnry,  and  admitted  to  be  ConstitutionaL 
Is  there  nothug  else  on  which,  controversies  like 
this  may  herealier  arise  ?  Yes — roads  and  canals. 
Was  there  not  a  great  difference  of  opiaien  as  to 
the  coattitatioaalitf  of  these?    Suppose  these 


should  hereaAer  be  called  in  question,  and  mo- 
tions made  to  restore  fines  and  penalties  incurred 
under  them  ?  Would  not  this  create  great  diffi* 
enlties  and  injuries?  These  effects  naturally 
flowed  from  this  act ;  and  we  ought  to  avoid 
them.  The  great  corrective  of  errors  of  on  r  Gov-* 
emmeat  was  in  publie  oplniott-— 'this  was  the  re- 
deeming spirit.  But  gentlemen  said  the  remedy 
this  afi)rded  was  not  perleet.  Were  any  of  our 
laws  or  institutions  perfect  ?  To  our  feeble  per* 
ceptions,  were  the  aispensaiioas  of  Gbd  himself 
perfect?  Individual  oases  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  the  general  safety  or  welnweu  But,  by  what 
test  will  the  gendeman  from  Virpnia  satisfy 
you  that  the  revolation  in  the  Government  was 
effected  by  the  sedition  act  ?  Was  not  this  net 
combined  with  many  other  measurcH,  wnich  have 
been  since  re-ei»ctcd  and  adopted  by  the  mn- 
jority  with  whom  that  ffentleman  acts?  Sop- 
poae  a  dialogue  should  taxe  place  between  a  gen- 
tleman now  in  the  majority,  and  one  formerly 
so-«^ad  such  a  dialogue  might  be  carried  on  in 
perfect  good  humor.  The  former  might  say 
**  jovL  acted  extremely  wroag  aad  indiscreet  when 
you  were  in  power,  and  well  deserved  te  be  dis- 
placed.^ That  may  be,  replies  the  other,  bet  I 
diould  like  ee  be  informed  in  what  particulars? 
'*  Why,  you  ratsed.a  standing  army.'*  True,  we 
raised  a  provisional  army  in  time  of  war  3  but 
you  maintain  a  standing  army,  mneh  larger.  In 
time  of  profonnd  peacew  "  But  you  mtablished  a 
navy  I"  We  did---and  yonr  most  eloquent  men 
oppemd  it  with  all  their  energy }  but  you  have 
found,  on  experteikce,  that  you  must  have  a  nav  V| 
aad  to  your  honor  you  have  imitated  the  example 
we  set  you.    *'  But  you  borrowed  money,  at  ei 


per  cent."  So  did  vou,  at  almost  doable  that  rate 
of  interest.  Bat  what  else  did  we  do?  *'Yoa 
passed  alien  and  sedition  acts.''  Wei],  yon  did 
act  pass  an  alien  act ;  but  an  act  concerning  aliea 
enemies,  not  much  nnlihe  it.  Yoa  did  net  pam 
a  sedition  law-*-bot  this  was  onlv  one  link  in  the 
chain,  and  was  not  the  me  a&s  of  the  change  which 
took  place.  The  whole  of  our  measures,  taken  in 
connexion,  occasioned  our  expulsion  from  power ; 
you  have  adopted  them  all  but  one,  aad  remain 
ID.  The  people  bear  vou  out,  and  would  not  us. 
We  am  conteau  God  speed  you.  On  the  whole, 
Mr.  O.  said,  he  thought  it  inexpedient  and  im« 
proper  for  Congiem  to  form  itaelf  into  a  high 
court  of  erroiB)  and  interfere  in  the  mesent  case, 
and  thus  aronse  party  feelings,  and  establish  a 
dangerous  precedent. 

Mt.  Surra  said,  that,  being  of  the  committee 
who  reported  against  the  petition,  aad  of  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  it  ought  not  to  be  granted,  he 
deemed  it  a  daty  to  offer  his  reasons  for  diffeftng 
from  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  aad  Virginia. 
He  was  in  ihvor  of  the  report,  and  against  the 
amendment.  His  politioal  principles  were  and 
always  had  been  rc^uhlicao  or  (as  they  had  been 
formerly  called,  by  wayof  reproach)  democratic. 
His  principles  had  never  changed,  nor  was  it  pro- 
bable they  ever  would.  He  was  sorry  gentlemen 
had  gene  so  deep  into  the  question,  as  it  might 
awaken  feeUngs  which  had  better  be  perinitted 
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poiUioii  ftnd  finad.    Thej»  therefore,  offsi  the  follow- 
ing reaoJation : 

Ruobjtdf  Tbst  the  petitioner  haTe  leeve  to  withdraw 
his  petition." 

Mr.  Lacook,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  peiition  of  John  Brown, 
made  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Luce  Coiti- 
neau,  also  made  a  report,  accompanied  bv  a  reso- 
lution, that  she  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  peti- 
tion.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 


Tbubsdat,  December  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  |iassed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  granting  to  Mebitabel 
Cole,  the  lands  therein  mentioned ;"  and  a  bill, 
entitled  *'Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Major  Qeneral 
John  Stark;"  In  which  bills  tbey  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
jMLSsed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Pbebident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  16th  of  April 
lastj  in  relation  to  the  offices  of  the  customs, 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  suppress;  and  the  re- 
port, together  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuGOLES  presented  the  peiition  of  Gabriel 
Godfroy,  of  Michigan  Territory^  praying  com- 
pensation for  the  destruction  of  his  property  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Cassin,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  payment  of 
arrearages  of  certain  soldiers'  pay,  as  stated  in  the 

Sstitioa;   which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
omouttee  of  Claims. 

The  bfll  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient 
oreaniiaiioD  or  the  coons  of  the  United  States, 
aaid  the  appoimmeiit  of  eireait  judges,  was  read 
iheaeoond  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
fiiittee  en  the  Judiciary,  on  the  memorial  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  of  Bddyville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBESIDENT  OF  TBS  UnITED  StATES  : 


To  the  Senait  of  the  UmUiSUUwi 

I  traiMniit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  aooh  of  the  docu- 
4MiiUi  lelenred  lo  in  the  Meaaage  of  the  17tli  of  laat 
month,  as  have  been  prepared  since  that  period*  They 
eeniatn  a  copy  of  the  nports  of  Mr.  Rodney,  and  Mr. 
Graham,  two  of  the  Commissioaers  to  South  America, 
who  returned  first  fiom  the  mission,  and  of  the  papen 
oannected  with  thoee  raports.*    They  also  pseseot  a 

*  For  these  reports,  see  Appendix  to  1st  session^  15th 
Cen^reas. 


fall  view  of  4he  operations  of  oar  troops  employed  in 
the  Seminole  war  in  Florida. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  me,  to  havo^commnnioated 
with  the  Message,  all  the  documents  referred  to  in  it, 
but  as  two  of  our  CommiisioBers  from  South  America 
made  their  reports  a  few  days  only  before  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  and  the  third,  on  the  day  of  its  meeting, 
it  was  impossible  to  transmit  at  that  time  mors  Chan 
one  copy  of  the  two  reports  first  made. 

The  reaidae  of  the  daeofflents^  will  be  oommnni- 
cated  as  soon  as  they  aie  prepared. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DieixBxm  2, 1818. 

[The  papers  accompanying  the  Message,  ao  far  as 
they  relate  to  South  America,  are  those  which  were 
previously  laid  before  the  other  House ;  and,  so  far 
as  respects  the  Seminole  War,  of  letters  between  the 
War  jDepartment  and  General  Gaines,  and  the  War 
Depaitment  and  Oeneial  Jasfcson,  and  of  the  prooaed- 
faigs  of  the  oouit  martial  lar  the  trial  of  Athaibnot 
and  Ambri^er.] 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  foltowing  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  PaaatDEicT  of  thb  Uritbd  States: 

To  the  Serutte  of  the  Vnittd  Staia  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  516th  of  last  month,  requesting  to  be  fumisihed 
with  snch  information  as  may  be  possessed  bj  the 
Ezecntive,  touehing  the  ezecntioa  df  so  mnA  ^  the 
first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  StniM, 
as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  and  which  has 
not  heretoibre  been  communicated,  I  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
the  l«i  instant,  in  relation  to  that  snUelet. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

D^qaxax^  9,  1818. 

DspAnTMxnT  or  Stats,  Dft.  1,  1618. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  refeirad 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  lath  uliimo, 
requesting  information  not  heretoibre  communioated, 
relating  to  restitution  of  slavee,  poniiNmabJly  to  the 
first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  BritaiUt  has  the  honor 
of  reporting  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  difference  of  construction  given  by  the  two 
Governments  to  that  part  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty,  and  the  claim  of  the  citliensof  the  United 
Stotes  to  indenmity  for  slaves  oairied  away  contraij 
to  its  stipulations,  fiwm  one  of  the  streets  of  negotin- 
tion  now  pending  in  England;  which  negotiation  i 
having  commenced  towards  the  close  of  the  month  of 
August,  no  lepoft  of  its  progress  has  yet  been  recetved 
at  this  Department,  ftoa»  the  Plenipotentiaries,  to 
whom,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been 
committed. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  lie  on  ibe  table. 


^•.ifw 


Fridat,  December  4. 

William  Hunter,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  Bod  Provideace  Piaotatioas,  attended  this 
dav. 

Mr.  Epp£8,  from  the  Committee  on  Fiuanoe, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Q. 
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Brown,  made  a  repo^rc.  aoeompaoied  with  a  mo- 
luiion,  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti* 
tion.    The  veport  and  revolution  were  read. 

Mr.  LftACOCc,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Fnller,  made  a  report  aecompanied  by  a  rtsoltt* 
tioD,  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  rei»alution  were  read. 

Mr.  BtBRiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jttdteiarf .  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  to  establish  a  jndicial  district  in  Virgi- 
nia, west  of  the  Alleghany  mouatain,'*  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Willi AMS,  of  Tennessee,  hom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  ASsirs,  to  whom  the  safajeec 
wan  ieie«M<l,  reported  &  hill  for  the  rtlief  of  Mat- 
tkow  Barsov;  and  the  faill  was  read^and  panted 
to  the  seeood  readiag. 

Mr.  WiitaoK  soboHtted  the  faUowing  uockm 
for  cotsideiBtien; 


Tbal  a  joini  comniittee  of  the  two  Honses 
of  Congress  he  sppomted  to  consider  and  report,  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  farther  provisions  by  law 
axe  neesssaij  to  insure  despsteh,  acenrsey,  and  neat- 
ness, in  the  pimting  done  by  order  of  the  tiro  Howtee, 
lespMtifely;  and  dtat  they  have  leave  to  r^Mrt  hy 
bin. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 


Jirsofcwt  That  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  who  shall  have  auUiority,  If  ne- 
oessaiy,  to  send  lor  persons  and  papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BonatLL,  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  2d  instant,  together  with 
the  docoments  relative  to  the  Seminole  war, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Lacock  sobmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

I  Jtcsofast  That  BO  paper  or  docament  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  posted  fi>r  the  use  of  the  Sensle,  but  by  special 

I  Older,  except  Messages  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  or  commnnications  from  the  House  of 


Mr.  MaLLaii  presented  the  petition  of  John  Q. 
Brown,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  payment  of  a  forfeiture  remitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  whieb  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  MoRBOW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re[>ort- 
ed  a  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeitore  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  pessed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ad  insunt,  '<  That  the  Committee 
on  Military  A&irs  be  instructed  to  inquire  ino 
the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  do- 
aestte  manufactoves ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  reaomed  the  consideration  of  the 


motion  of  the  2d  instant,  "  That  the  Committee 
oa  Pensions  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Georg^e  Bell;"  and  agrwd 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
dienov  of  amending  the  several  laws  provid\pg 
for  the  disposal  of  public  lands;  aad  agreed 
therato. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Ckorge  Stone ;  and, 
ia  eonearreace  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

NtaiAN  BowARoa  and  JaasB  B.  TnoMaa,  re« 
spectively  appoioted  Senators  by  the  Legialatttre 
of  the  State  of  lUiaois,  prodnced  tbeir  eiede&ltals, 
were  qaalified,  aad  they  took  their  scau  in  tke 
Senate. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Moaaow, 

iSeeelnedL  T&at  the  Seaate  proeeed  to  aaeer* 
ttin  the  ciatsee  in  whieh  the  Senatora  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  shall  be  inserted,  in  eonformity 
to  the  reedutioii  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and 
aa  the  Constitution  requires. 

Onfand,  That  the  Secretary  pat  into  the  bai* 
lot  box  two  papers  of  eqaal  size,  nnmbeced  1  aad 
3 ;  eaefaL  of  the  said  Seaators  akall  draw  out  one 
nafwr*  The  Senator  who  shall  draw  No.  1  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  clasa  of  Senators  whose  term 
of  service  will  expire  on  the  dd  of  March,  1819; 
and  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  No.  3,  ia  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  ex* 
pire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1823. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  abovementiooed  were 
by  the  Secretary  rolled  up  and  put  into  a  box ; 
when  Mr.  BnwAEDa  drew  No.  1,  and  is  aceord* 
ingl^r  of  tlie  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordlagljr  of 
the  class  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1823. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratton  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  John  Brown ;  and  ia 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  y mnted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lace  Cottineau ;  and, 
on  miHion,  by  Mr.  RoaiaTS,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postpoaed  natil  the  secoad 
Monday  in  January  next. 

The  bill  farther  to  extend  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time ; 
aad,  on  motion,  by  Bir;  Dagobtt,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
count of  James  Wilde  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  directioff  a  survey  of  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  was  read 
the  second  time. 
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The  r«sdlQCioD  proposing  an  «mendineBC  to 
tht  OonstitutiOD  or  the  United  States^  as  it  re- 
speett  the  choice  oi  Elecrors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickbbbon,  it  was  refer- 
red to  *  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Mr. 
DicKERSON,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Kino,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Meiiita- 
bel  Cole  the  lands  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
jor General  John  Stark,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
erect  a  monoment  over  the  remains  of  the  late 
Qeneral  Gborob  Wasbinoton,  where  they  now 
lie,  together  with  the  amendment  reported  there- 
to by  a  select  committee ;  and  the  amendment 
having  been  agreed  to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dag* 
OBTT,  the  fvrther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned nntil  Monday  neit. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  cir- 
cuit judges;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford.  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  April 
20,  1818,  received  at  the  last  session,  together 
with  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instructions,  for 
the  naval  service^  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Con*- 
gress,  passed  7tti  of  February,  1815,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishinff  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,"  transmitted  there- 
with, were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNDATi  December  7. 

The  pREBiDBNT  commouicated  a  letter  from 
John  Ghirdiner, jpreseating  to  the  Senate  maps  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  and  of  the  military 
bounty  lands  in  the  Missouri  Territory  ;  and  the 
letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
petition  of  merchants,  traders,  and  inhabitants  of 
St.  Stephens,  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  prsying 
to  be  made  a  port  of  entry;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Stephens,  of  Ohto.  praying  the  privilege  of  re- 
entering a  certain  quarter  section  of  land  for  the 
original    consideration;  and    the    petition  was' 


read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PuUie 
Lands. 

Mr.  JoBNSON  presented  the  petition  of  Solo- 
moB  Provost,  praying  compensation  for  property 
taken  for  the  use  oi  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  ;  the  petition  of  Noel  Destrahan,  for  aod 
in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  £.  Macarty,  praying 
indemnification  for  property  destroyed  during 
the  late  war ;  and  also  the  petition  oi  Peter  La- 
coste,  praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of 
slav^  taken  awajr  by  the  British  during  the  late 
war ;  and  the  petitions  were  respectively  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr*  JoBNBON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Meiohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiun 
be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedsenqr  of  pasf* 
ing  a  law,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Unitsd 
States  to  take  provisional  possession  of  East  Florida, 
or  of  such  parts  of  it  as  he  may  deem  essential,  now 
or  hereafter,  to  control  the  Indians,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  committing  hostilities  against  the  citizeni 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL,  from  the  Comtnittee  on  the  Ja- 
diciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  aet  concerning  the  western  district  court  of 
Pennsylvania,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lac  OCR,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Major  Gfeneral  John 
Stark,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on 
the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon ;  and  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill,  introduced  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Daggett,  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States,  was  next  taken  up  as  in  Coraoiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 


same  subject  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  the  last  session,  proceeded  to  explain 
briefly,  but  distinctly,  its  several  provisions, 
showing  the  expediency  of  some  and  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  others.  When  Mr.  D.  conclu- 
ded his  remarks,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion,  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  more 
convenient  organization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit 
judges;  aod  Mr.  BARBOtiR  having  submitted  a 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions;  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Otis,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 
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The  Senate  resamed  the  considerattoo  of  the 
motioQ  of  the  4cb  iostant,  for  the  appoiiktment  of 
a  jofot  committee,  to  consider  and  report,  whe- 
ther any  farther  proTisions  by  law  are  necessary, 
in  relation  to  the  printing  done  by  order  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  iostant,  "  That  the  Message  of 
the  President  and  documents  relative  to  the  Sem- 
inole war,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who 
shall  hare  aothority,  if  necessary,  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
liAcocK,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instant,  "That  no  paper  or 
document  shall  hereafter  be  printed|  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  but  by  special  order,  except  mes- 
sages from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  common  ieations  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes  ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 

ginishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
tates,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
erect  a  monument  oyer  the  remains  of  the  late 
Ckneral  GteoRos  Wasbiroton,  where  they  now 
lie;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hanbon,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  this 
day  fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  this  day  fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  O.  Brown ; 
and  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Fuller ; 
and  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  he 
hare  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  o(  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  James  Wilde ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  di- 
recting the  survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  coast 
of  riorth  Carolina;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  PaESiOEiiT  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  is,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  lead  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Vir- 
ginia, west  of  the  AUegbany  mountain ;"  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  the 


further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til this  day  fortnight. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Daogstt  communicated   the   following 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  which  were  read : 
M  a  General  Assembfy  of  the  Siaie  ef  Conneetieui, 

heid  at  Hartford,  m  eaid  Staie,  on  the  eeetrnd 

Thweday  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  ana  eighteen. 

Reeohed  by  this  Aaeembiy,  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  RepresentatiTes  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  each  State  shall,  by  its  Legiilatare,  be 
divided  into  a  number  of  districts  eqoal  to  Uie  num- 
ber of  Representatives  to  whidi  such  State  may  be 
entitled.  The  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous 
territory,  end  oontam,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal 
number  of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to 
be  represented.  In  each  diifrict  the  qualified  voters 
shall  elect  one  Representative,  and  no  more.  ThMi 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electors  for  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
each  district  entitled  to  elect  a  Representative  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  persons  qualified 
to  vote  for  Representatives,  shall  appoint  one  Elector, 
and  no  more.  The  additional  two  Electors  to  whidi 
each  State  is  entitled,  shall  be  appointed  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct.  The 
Electors  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  case 
any  of  them  appointed  as  above  prescribed,  shall  ikil 
to  attend  for  the  puiposes  of  their  said  appointment, 
on  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  ti^eir  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  ap- 
pdnt  another,  or  others,  to  act  in  the  place  of  bun  or 
them  so  foiling  to  attend. 

Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  Representatives, 
nor  those  for  appointing  Elector^  shall  be  altered  in 
any  State,  until  a  census  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives under  it,  subsequent  to  the  dlTJaion  of  the 
States  into  districts,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of 
States  into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take 
place  immediatehr  after  tnis  amendment  shsU  be 
adopted,  and  ratinod  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  and  successively,  immediately 
afterwards,  whenever  a  census  and  apportionment  of 
Representatives  under  it  shall  be  mad^.  The  division 
of  each  State  into  districts,  for  the  purpose  both  pf 
choosing  Representatives  and  of  appointmg  Electon, 
shall  be  altered  agreeablv  to  the  provisions  of  this 
amendment,  and  on  no  other  occasion. 

Reeohedf  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  said  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Meeolved,  That  his  Excellent  the  Governor  of  tlus 
State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  preced- 
ing resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  with  a  request, 
that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respective  Le- 
gislatures, for  their  consideration  and  adoption 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Presidbht  commuoicat*id  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,*  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  15ih  of  April 
last,  requiring  him  to  procure  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  sundry  statements  of  its  con- 
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eerns  and  traDMctioos,  aod  to  lav  them  beffore 
the  Seoate;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

TmsAMx&Y  DBVABTxsirTy  i>«e.  4«  ldl8. 
Sim :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Bensta  4>f 
the  16th  of  April  last,  requiring  the  Oecrettrj  of  the 
Tressorj  to  procure  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  sundry  statMBsnti  of  Its  concerns  and  transae- 
tioiMS  and  to  tay  them  before  the  Senate  immediatsly 
after  the  eommeneenient  of  Ae  neit  session  of  Oon- 
fivia,  I  have  the  honor  to  sobait  tihe  eneloeed  state- 
ments and  oenmianlcations  made  to  this  Department 
by  that  institatien. 

I  hawe  Ihe  honot  to  be»  die. 

WM.  H.  OKAWF€mD. 
Hon.  JoBV  CUiUianoii 
Prmimttf  the  Smai9pf  Um, 

TniAsunx  hmTAMTMKmTf  June  11,  1818. 
Sin :  The  enclosed  lesolntion  is  saWttted  to  the 
pvesident  and  directors  ol  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  lor  the  purpose  of  oblaixung  the  information 
required  by  it  in  time  to  be  cotamunioaled  to  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  eommeaeement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  presumed  that  the  stctament  required  fay 
the  aeeond  member  ol  the  leaoltttioii  auj  be  wmished 
up  to  the  30th  of  September  next. 
I  am,  Yen  respectAiUyt  dice. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
WiLUAx  Josxa,  Esqi* 
Fruidml  tftke  Bank  ^/Os  U.  S. 

B^jrx:  or  ms  UirxTxn  SrATXi^ 
yovember  11, 1818. 

fin :  I  bsTo  the  honor  to  transmit  the  statements 
required  by  the  resolution  cf  the  Senate  of  die  IGdi 
of  Aprtly  a  copy  of  which  you  were  pleased  to  com- 
municate in  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  June  last 

The  statements  are  numbered  in  the  order  of  the 
sereral  members  of  the  resolution,  and  the  details  and 
accompanying  remarks  ft  is  considered  will  render 
them  perfectly  intelligible. 

In  respect  to  the  payments  made  on  account  of  die 
cash  part  of  the  second  and  third  instalments  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  it  Is  impossible  to  designate  the 
amount  actual^  paid  in  coin. 

When  the  second  instalment  became  due,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  in  operation,  and  had  nsued 
a  large  amount  of  its  notes ;  bills  were  also  discounted 
and  pasted  to  the  credit  of  indStiduals,  and  specie  re- 
ceiTed  on  deposile ;  diereibre,  the  notes  of  and  checks 
on  die  bank  were  equiTstent  to  specie^  and  wouM  have 
drawn  out  the  specie  to  pay  the  cash  part  of  tiie  in- 
stalment, if  the  literal  fwmali^  of  paying  in  specie 
had  been  requhvd.  The  general  coune  pursued  lay 
the  subseriben  was  to  deposite  the  coin  and  notes  in 
die  bank,  and  draw  a  dieck  for  the  precbe  amount  of 
the  cash  part  of  the  instalment 

The  banks  in  the  principal  cities  resumed  specie 
nayment  on  the  90th  &t  February,  1817,  and  the  third 
Instalment  became  due  on  the  ist  of  July  foUowing ; 
their  notes  were,  of  course,  received  in  aU  payments 
due  to  the  bank  and  to  the  vsfenue,  and  also  on  de- 
posite, for  which  specie  was  liable  to  be  drawn ;  of 
course,  the  notes  of  and  checks  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  actually 
paying  specie,  were  indiscriminately  received  witt 
gold  and  sUtst  in  payment  of  Ae  cash  part  of  tUs 
Bstalment. 


In  the  statflBMBi  exhftilaiig  the  ddits  due  to  die 
bank  and  its  ofiiees,  die  amount  of  bills  disoeanted 
bean  an  undue  proportion  to  the  rektive  trade  and 
importance  of  the  respective  places ;  but  the  efibrts  of 
the  board  of  directors  to  produce  u  more  equal  appor- 
tionment have  been  counteracted  by  circumstances 
which  they  could  not  control,  the  origin  of  which  may 
be  referrea  to  the  state  of  the  currency  and  of  domes- 
tic exchange  at  the  period  immediately  preceding  die 
establishment  of  the  bank,  the  consequences  of  which 
ate  yet  visible  in  the  moneyed  operations  of  those 
places. 

The  fhnds  of  the  cities  east  of  Philadelphia,  derived 
from  the  sale  of  their  imported  commodities,  had  been 
sufiered  to  accumulate  during  the  late  war,  and  until 
the  establishment  of  the  bank,  chiefly  in  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  to  an  immense  amount, 
in  anticipation  of  that  event  and  the  prospects  enter- 
tained of  the  consequent  improvement  m  the  currency. 
The  public  revenue  had  also  accuofulated  in  the  mid- 
dle and  western  sections  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions,  partieulariy  in  llie  banks  of 
Philadelnhia,  Baltimore,  and  the  District  of  Oolam- 
bia  ;  and  the  banks  of  those  plaoes  wen  greallj  in- 
debted to  those  to  the  eastward  of  thorn  respectiveiy. 

Shordy  alter  this  period,  as  you  will  recollect,  sir, 
the  banks  of  New  Yeik,  PhUadelohia,  Baltimore^  and 
Virginia,  agreed  to  lesnme  specie  payments  oa  the 
SOth  of  February,  under  a  speoial  agreement  witli  die 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  whidi,  in  order  to  hik^ 
about  this  desirable  and  indispensable  even^  engaged 
its  credit  and  resources  in  protecting  the  debtor  banks, 
and  in  liquidating  these  immense  balances  by  actual 
nmittances  to  the  eastward  in  specie  and  bilu  at  par 
as  the  only  ponible  means  of  maintaining  what  had 
been  so  happily  begun.  In  the  mean  time,  the  public 
deposites  in  the  banks  of  those  places  which  ban  been 
transforred  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
revenue  subsequentiy  collected  in  the  same,  were 
chiefly  expended  in  the  cities  east  of  the  Suaque- 
hannah. 

These  circumstances  have  constantiy  maintainod  so 
great  a  demand  for  exdiange  in  the  eastern  cities,  that 
the  directon  have  been  unable  to  extend  the  discoonts 
at  the  offices  at  New  York  and  Boston,  as  they  have 
eaniesdy  desired  to  do,  without  getting  in  debt  to  the 
banks  of  those  places,  and  inaurring  the  immedlale 
liability  to  a  demand  of  pajrment  in  spocia;  of  the  large 
importations  of  which  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statw^ 
at  a  great  expense,  not  one  dollar  has  been  expended 
soodi  or  west  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  a  foct,  corrobo- 
rated by  the  experieaee  of  all  banks,  that  their  open- 
tions  must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  those  of  the 
banks  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  otherwise  thoae 
which  are  most  prudent  or  parsmonious  will  become 
the  ciediton  of  those  who  are  the  most  liberal  or  ex- 
travagant; the  consequence  of  which  is  an  immediate 
specie  responsibility.  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stetea 
and  its  offices  do  not  form  an  exception  to  thia  role ; 
and  &cts  have  demonstrated  that  a  bank  of  very  lim- 
ited resources^  governed  by  an  avaricious  policy,  and 
applying  its  means  not  to  the  purpose  of  public  accom- 
modation, but  to  the  traffic  in  specie,  by  cotlectinip  the 
bills  of  other  banks,  drawing  out  the  specie  for  nale» 
and  rapeating  the  operation  dail^,  may  subject  the 
largest  capital  to  incessant  oontnbution.  It  is  con- 
ceived that  what  has  been  said  vrill  satisfactorily  ptroTe 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  could  not  iwmit 
and  liquidate  debts  of  the  soudiem,  western,  and  mid- 
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&h  Mctiit,  to  llie  MBlarn  eltie«,  and  it  the  «Mm6 
taM  loan  a  large  additaoBal  ca|Mtal  to  tha  lattar ;  and 
that,  if  the  latter  have  not  partieipated  in  the  loana  of 
the  bank  In  proportion  to  their  giaat  wealth  and  eom- 
lh«y  ham  at  ieaat  derived  ae  aahetantial  bene- 

i  ftam  the  epanitieaf  of  the  hank  aa  utj  other  eee- 

tteftheUnioii. 

fo  rigMd  to  the  dlicevBta  on  bilia  ieeored  by  the 
phiigti  of  pnhtte  and  eorpoimte  stoeka,  il  la  rei^ectliilly 
'  thai  lta»  leana  ociginaled  in  die  aadd«i  ro- 
of •la.OOO.OtOef  the  fanded  debt,  part  of 
of  the  beak,  wkh  the  paUie  Amde  ithich 
had  hMn  tranaftiMd  to  the  bank  in  the  manner  repte- 
aented.    Thae  event  took  plaee  in  a  few  sMnthe  after 
the  bank  had  commenced  its  operations,  when  few  of 
its  officea  were  in  operation,  and  while  the  circom- 
stances  of  the  institution  piedaded  the  poosibiUty  of 
an  eqnitable  distribation  of  its  capital.    It  therolbxe 
became  a  desirable  ob^ct  to  employ  this  capital  fer  ti^e 
benefit  of  the  institntion  without  delay ;  and  the  only 
qnestton  which  the  case  appeared  to  ioTolre  was,  whe- 
ther the  loans  ought  to  be  made  on  the  collateral  secu- 
rity of  public  and  corporate  stocks,  or  on  the  more 
precariooe  security   of  mere  perkonal  responsibility, 
wheie  thai  spedee  of  accommodation  did  not  appear 
to  admH  of  so  great  an  extension.    The  board  deter- 
mined vpon  the  fermer  eourae^  mid  proceeded  to  fia- 
connthills  en  the  pledge  of  stock,  without  regerd  to 
pefsons  or  plade,  and  indjarriminately,  to  the  ezlsnt 
whidi  it  was  oflered ;  and«  of  course,  the  greatest  loans 
hsYO  been  where  the  greatest  amount  of  stock  was 
held.     The  whole  amount  of  the  loans  on  fudged 
stock  of  every  description  has  not  at  any  time  reaped 
by  two  millions  the  amount  of  the  funded  debt  i«> 
deemed  by  the  Government,  although  the  original 
amount  of  the  funded  debt,  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
baxk,  was  intended  to  have  been  828,000,000.    To 
have  loaned  these  fhnds  in  New  York  and  Beaton, 
would  have  required  their  previous  converrion  into 
specie,  or  the  funds  of  those  citiei^  which,  from  the 
course  of  ezdiange,  and  the  extraordinary  demand  Ibr 
specie,  waa  impracticable ;  and  to  have  demanded  the 
tmmediato_payment  of  spede  due  by  the  banks  in  Phil- 
adalphaa,  Saltimoie,  Datrict  of  Columbia,  and  the 
weatarn  eotnMiy,  would  have  been  to  require  impoesi^ 
bilitiaa.    The  ftande  wave  themfore  loaned  where  th^ 
were  current,  and  in  their  operation  produced  the  gm^ 
nal  djarinnlioo  of  the  debta  due  by  tim  faanka  in  thoae 
patfee  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  vAuOl  Iher 
hod  not  'the  ability  to  discharge  in  specie  on  demand. 
The  reason  why  no  part  of  the  coin  in  pomearion  of  ihe 
bank  ie  exhibifeed  in  the  statement  No.  3  of  the  existing 
c^Mtal  of  the  bank  b  assigned  in  the  note  annexed  to 
that  statement ;  but  the  whole  amount  of  specie  in  the 
bank  and  iU  offices  at  that  time  was  82>815,208  06, 
as  exhibited  in  the  general  statement  rendered  to  the 
Pepartment. 

drhe  erisie  in  which  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Btatea  have  acted,  has  been  one  of  peculiar 
ddieacy  and  difficulty.  The  policy  and  eflect  of  their 
administratien  cannot  be  appredated  by  an  abstract 
view  of  any  single  measure  (  it  must  be  taken  in  con- 
nexion w\Ok  every  other  whieh  it  mvolves.  They  have 
eameetiy  endeavored  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
piddic  nod  ef  the  institution,  but  they  diedaim  the  pre- 
sumption that  would  exempt  them  from  error. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  remain^  dec. 

WM.  JONBS^  Pres't 

Hon.  Ww.  H.  CuAWf omv. 


Tke  Secretary  cf  the  7)reatwy  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  ihe  Vmted  States. 

TmiAsuBT  DxPAmTHSHT,  Nov.  37,  1818. 

8im :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  statemente  vrhich 
were  endoeed  in  your  letter  of  the  Uth  inet»nt#  Bj 
compaiing  these  statements  with  the  reports  of  uit 
Begister  of  the  Treasury,  whieh  are  now  tseasmitted 
fer  vour  consideiation*  it  will  appear  that  the  amount 
of  the  funded  debt  purchased  or  redeemed  by  the  Cktfn- 
misnonen  of  the  Sinking  Fund  from  the  bank»  exceeda 
the  whole  amount  staled  by  you  to  have  been  reedved 
by  the  beak ;  whilst  it  is  admitted  that  diout  8400/)00 
ef  the  funded  debt  was  in  the  poesession  of  the  haak 
at  the  date  of  those  statemente.  The  infermation  re- 
quired by  the  resolution  is  more  detailed  than  that 
which  is  furnished  by  the  bank.  Yon  have  given  the 
amount  of  funded  debt  subscribed  to  the  banlc,  at  each 
of  the  paymenta,  without  distinguishing  between  the 
diffiirent  spedee  of  stock  of  which  the  severd  paymenta 
were  composed.  It  is,  I  think,  manifest,  that  the  reeo- 
lution  requires  this  distinction. 

The  difbrence  between  the  amount  of  etock  stated 
to  have  been  received  by  the  bank  at  tho  different  pe- 
riods of  the  payment,  and  that  which  has  been  re- 
deemed, arises,  probably,  from  the  circumstance  of 
exdudiog,  In  the  statement  made  by  the  bank,  all 
the  stock  which  was  received  at  dates  subsequent  to 
the  [severd  periods  vrhen  the  diflerent  instahnenti 
became  due. 

As  soon  as  the  statements  reqnired  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  tile  Senate  are  received,  they  will  be  commu* 
moated  to  that  body.    I  am,  dtc 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOBD. 

Wx.  Joirxs,  Esq.,  President  U.  S.  Bank* 


T%e  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Secretary  of  ihe  TVeasury. 

Bajtk  Of  THi  UKiTsn  SrATne* 

JOeeember  1, 1818. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  stateraente 
reqniiedby  therendutionoftheSenteoffhe  iKtfiof 
April  last,  which  were  eonnnunioaled  with  my  eorplas- 
atory  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  and  returned  under 
cover  with  your  letter  of  the  87th  ultuno,  havfaig  suh* 
slituted,  agreeably  to  your  construction  of  the  ffaoet 
member  of  that  resolution,  a  statement  more  in  detail 
exhibiting  the  amount  of  the  severd  spedes  of  funded 
debt  subscribed  to  the  bank,  and  induding  aa  well  the 
payments  made  subsequently  to  the  times  presoibed 
by  the  charter,  as  the  paymenta  made  at  thoee  periods, 
which  the  words  of  the  reeolution  appeared  done  to 
require ;  thus  at  once  embracing  the  whole  amount  of 
the  capitd  stock  actuallv  pdd  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  or 
bank  notee  and  checxs  equivalent  thereto,  and  in 
fhnded  debt ;  from  which  the  amount  of  funded  debt 
redeemed  by  the  Government  from  the  bank  being  de- 
ducted, ehows  the  balance  of  funded  debt  remaUiing 
as  a  part  of  the  cmutd  stock  ef  the  bank  at  this  time. 
The  result  accords  with  the  statement  No.  1  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasunr,  diowing  the  amount  of  the 
several  species  of  frinded  debt  redeemed  from  the 
bank,  irith  the  books  of  the  bank  and  the  loan  office 
carefully  examined.    I  have  the  honor,  dec. 

WM.  J0NB8. 

Hon.  Wx.  H.  CmAWTOKs, 

Secretary  of  the  TWnvtfry. 
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The  biil  to  authorise  the  Rettlemeiit  of  the  ac- 
count of  James  Wilde  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  RuGOLBB  presented  the  petition  of  Shobael 
Conantj  praying  the  remission  of  certain  duties 
upon  ffoods,  transported  from  New  York  to  De- 
troit, by  the  way  of  Canada;  and  rhe  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNDAT,  December  14. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  mnnorial  of  M.  B. 
Fors^rth,  and  others,  inspectors  for  the  port  and 
district  of  Savannan,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
praying  some  further  provision  to  be  made  for 
them ;  aad  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Sam  FORD  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 


SLnoked^  That  the  Conmittea  on  the  Judlctaty  in- 
quire what  proviridM  may  be  aacswaiy  to  give  afleet 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutee  in  the  Stale  of 
Uliaoii* 

Mr.  Leakb  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mb- 
sissippi  ooDTention,  praying  an  extenaion  of  the 
limits  of  that  Slate  \  and  also  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Alabama  Territory,  against  the  said 
extension;  and  the  memorials  were  reapectively 
read,  and  severally  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legiala- 
tive  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Perkins,  of  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  bis  title  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  in  the  Alabama  Territory ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  others,  proprietors  of  land  in  the 
northern  district  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  adoption  of  measures,  by  Congress,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navij^ation  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river  at  the  Muscle  Shoals;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  certain  amend- 
ments to  their  judicial  system;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  for  referring 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  to 
a  select  committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  La- 
cook,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  11th  instant,  ^  That  the  Committee 


on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
compensation  now  by  law  allowed  to  the  |KMt- 
masler  at  Kennebunk,  in  the  District  of  Maine;" 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
raerred  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a  purser 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  report 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considention  of  the  bill  further  to 
suspeno,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  ibrfeitUTe 
of  wnds  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Baton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Jleto/ved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary,  to  the 
present  existing  laws,  the  more  elBsctoaHy  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaTea  into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  King  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Meaobedt  Thai  the  Committee  of  Finance  be,  aad 
are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  such  alteration  in  the  lawa  eonoeming  the  eoaating 
trade  as  shall  aathorize  ships  and  vessels  of  twenty 
tons  and  upwards,  licensed  to  trade  between  the  dlif- 
ferent  distnets  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  on  audi 
trade  between  the  said  districts  in  the  manner,  and 
sttbiect  only  to  the  regalations,  required  to  be  oboerved 
in  carrying  on  trade  from  district  to  district,  in  the 
same  State,  or  from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district 
in  the  next  adjoining  State. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Barton ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  restimed,  as  in  CooMnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^-An 
act  granting  to  Mehitabel  Cole  the  lands  therein 
mentioned;  aodnoamendment  having  beeu'made. 
it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Matthew 
Barrow  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  Patuxet,  in  Rhode  Island, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ludlow  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  be* 
half  of  himself  and  others,  praying  compensation 
and  indemnity  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  cer- 
tain real  estate  near  Sacketi's  Harbor,  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  durinjf  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Proceedtngg, 


Sbvatb. 


TuBBDAT,  December  15. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Represeatati^es 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoHse  have  ap- 
poiBtcd  B  commi^ee  on  their  part,  coaformabfy 
with  the  iirovisioiia  of  the  resolation,  for  the  ap- 
pointmeot  of  a  joiat  commiuee  to  inquire  and 
report  opoa  the  sul^eQt  of  (he  puhiie  printing. 

They  have  paased  a  bill  eoticled  "An  act  con- 
oerBiag  wtdawa  of  the  militia;"  and  also  a. bill 
eotilJed  '*Ao  act  autboriziag.the  distribution  of 
a  som  of  .money  among  the  representatiyes  of 
Commodore  Sd  wai^d  PrebLe,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  ihe  brig  Syren ;"  ift  vhich  hiUs  they  re- 
quest the  concurreace  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  hilla  la^t  menlioned  were  read,  and 
paeacd  io  the  aecood  riCfiding. 

Mr.  RoBBB78,.from  l<he  Coq^nittee  of  Claims. 
lo  wiioB  was  lecamoAitted  (he  report  of.  said 
eommitlee,  ob  the  petition  of  James  n.  Clai he,  a 
pvuaer  in  the  Nary  of  |J^e  Ui^iited  States,  reported 
the  aaine  withaat  amen^tnent. 

Mr.  KoM  presented  the  memorial  of  Aqailla 
Giles,  who  was  a  major  in  the  Revolotionary 
lumjf  atating  that  in  Decern t^r^  1792, lie treeeiyed 
m  wariaat  uom  the  War  Office,  drawn  on  the 
Pnymaeter  General  of  the  Acmyrfor  five  hundred 
doiiara,  being  the  amount  of  pay  due  him  for  that 

I  ear,  which  was  not  piid,  the  paymaster  not 
BVing  funds,  ^ad^raying  the  passage  of  an  act, 
aathorizing  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
the  same,  together  with  interest  thereon;  and  the 
Baemorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  Senate  xesumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  tith  instant,  **  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  inqnire  if  any,  and  what,  amend- 
meats  are  necessary,  to  the  present  existing  laws, 
the  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  alaves  into  the  United  States;"  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Eatob,  Borbill,  Smitb, 
MacoM,  and  Hobbet,  were  appointed  the  com- 


Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideFation  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  uaasportatioo  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
lo  he  htld  to  kbor ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bdb- 
■if.L)  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  last  ap- 
poiated,  to  consider  and. report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  ^  That  the  Committee 
en  the  Jodlciary  in^nire  lyhat  provisions  may  be 
necessary  to  give  enact  to  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altsring  the  laws  concerning  the  coast- 
ing trade,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  DrcKEBSOB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Wis  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
Ben  t  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 


United  States,  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Mr.  Fbqhbntin  sahmitted  the  CDilowing  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Ruohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Miiitsiy  Aibiis 
be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  right  to  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  soldieis  who 
were  enhiited  to  serve  in  the  cofflpany  of  bombardisn^ 
aippers  and  miners,  and  in  the  corps  of  ordnance. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Barton"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  granting  to  Mehita- 
bel  Cole  the  lands  therein  mentioned/'  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbipbiit  of  thb  Umitbo  St^tss  : 

7b  ihe  Senate  of  ihe  Umitd  BiaUe  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  remainder  of 
the  docamenls  reSsned  to  in  ^  Heaiage  of  the  17ch 
of  last  month. 

JAMES  MONBQE. 

DacBifSBa  16, 1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docnments 
were  read. 

The  Pbebiosiit  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Marquand,  collector  .of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  Npwburyport ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  EowABOS  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Rice  Jones,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying 
compensation  for  services  ren^red,as  interpreter 
and  translator  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  20th  Feb- 
ruary, 1812^  for  the  revision  of  former  confirma- 
tions, and  lor  coofirmiuff  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  dixtrict  of  Kaskasiiaj  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  RuQOLES  presented  the  petition  of  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  his 
title  to  certain  iuands  situate  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Detroit;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


WEDNE8nA.T,  December  16. 

Mr.  Sanforo  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

jReeohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  consfder  and  report  what  provisions 
may  be  proper  for  obtaining  more  accurate  statements 
of  the  annual  exports  and  imports  of  the  United 
Stotes. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following,  motion 
for  consideration : 

RcBolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  GoYemment  of  Spain,  relative  to  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  execution  of  Arbnthnot  and 
Ambrister ;  and  also  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson,  on  the  subject  of  the  destmction 
of  the  Chehaw  village,  and  the  oonduct  of  Captain 
Wright  On  that  occasion ;  together  with  oopiei  of  the 
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eorrespond«Be«  of  thii  6eT«rament  widi  OoTernor 
Raban,  of  Georgia,  on  thai  tabject,  or  rach  part  there- 
of as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Preaident,  may  be  commu- 
nicated with  safety  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Reli- 
ffious  Society  of  Friends,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  parts  adjacent,  respecting  the  Indians; 
and  tbe  memorial  was  read^  and  referred. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  motion  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, for  referring  to  a  select  commiUee  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  and  documeots  relative  to 
the  Seminole  war;  and,  on  motion  bj  Mr.  La- 
oocK.  the  farther  consideration  thereof  waa  post- 
poned antil  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  instracting  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  right  to  a  bonnty  in 
lands  to  certain  soldiers  therein  mentioned,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  sum  of  money  among  the  repre- 
Mntatives  of  Commodore  Edward  Preble,  and 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Comaiittee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  widows 
of  the  militia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitfcn  of  James  H.Clarke,  a  purser 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  cir- 
cuit lodges,  together  with  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  with  instructions;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Frombntin,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Deqoindre; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  E.,  from  the  same  committee,  communi- 
cated a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement,  giving  a  comparative  view  of 
the  duties  which  have  accrued  upon  imports  and 
tonnage  during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  years 
1817  and  1818;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolation  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Efec- 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  election  of  representatives  in 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 


order  of  the  day  for,  the  first  Monday  in  January 
next. 

GENERAL  JOHN  STARK. 

The  Senate  proceeded  again  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Stark,  an 
amendment  having  been  heretofore  agreed  to,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Ticbbnor,  to  change  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pension  from  the  4ih  of  July, 
1817,  to  the  16th  or  August,  (the  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  in  which  General  Stark 
so  greatly  signalized  himself,)  and  the  question 
was  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  commenced  a  brief  debate  on 
the  bill,  by  objecting  to  its  passage,  though  under 
the  highest  sense  of  General  Stark's  merits,  on 
the  general  ground  of  being  adverite  to  a  system 
of  pensions,  when  not  justified  by  disability  in- 
curred in  the  public  service;  that,  if  a  pension 
were  granted  in  this  case,  the  same  argument 
would  justifjr  pensions  in  numerous  other  cases; 
and  because,  in  this  instance,  the  relief  was  not 
solicited  by  General  Stark  himself,  but  by  others 
for  him. 

Mr.  Frombntin  replied  to  Mr.  Robbrts,  and 
advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnettneas,  re- 
marking, in  substance,  that  he  would  act  on  this 
single  case,  without  extending  his  views  to  other 
possible  cases  to  which  his  attention  was  not 
called;  that  the  very  silence  of  Gknerai  Stark 
was  the  most  eloquent  appeal  he  could  possibly 
make  for  support,  because  age  and  infirmity  had 
rendered  him  incapable  of  making  bis  own  peti- 
tion; that,  on  the  score  of  expense,  there  was  lit- 
tle to  apprehend  on  that  account;  for,  so  far  from 
the  probability  that  General  Stark  would   be  a 
burden  to  the  Treasury,  there  was  danger  that, 
ere  the  present  bill  could  receive  the  approbation 
necessary  to  make  it  a  law,  the  object  of  it  (now 
ninety  odd  years  of  age)  would  have  descended  to 
the  tomb,  as  was  almost  the  fact  in  the  cnae  of 
Gteoeral  St.  Clair,  who  did  not  enjoy  his  pension 
more  than  three  months,  when  he  became  a  ten- 
ant of  the  grave. 

Mr.  Kino  rose  merely  to  remark  that,  if  the 
Senate  were  composed  altogether  of  men  of  his 
age,  he  believed  there  would  not  be  a  dissenting 
voice  heard  against  the  bill ;  because  they  would 
all  have  then,  as  he  had,  personal  recolleeiion  of 
the  singular  and  extraordinary  Revolutionary  ser* 
vices  of  General  Stark.    Mr.  K.  mentioned,  as 
particular  examples,  the  unrivalled  conduct  aiad 
services  of  General  Stark  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill ;  his  subsequent  success  in  arresting  the  tri- 
umphant progress  of  Burgoyoe ;  the  feelinga  of 
joy  and  encouragement  in  the  eausef  which  w^ere 
diffused  throughout  all  the  northern  seetioa  of 
the  States,  by  the  achievementa  and  success  of 
Stark,  and  which,  if  every  member  were    old 
enough  to  remember,  as  he  did,  there  would,  he 
repeated,  be  not  a  solitary  objection  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
He  argued,  in  reply  to  its  advocates,  that,  if  Oen* 
eral  Stark  was  so  near  his  end  as  was  represented| 
there  was  the  less  necessity  for  this  bill,  becau&e 
he  could  not  live  to  enjoy  it,  and  the  doctrine  'wrai 
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lottg  sioee  exploded  tbat«  oibii  bad  we  ht  money 
after  bis  deeciie^iHiraage-iDoney  was  no  looger 
deemed  necessary.  If  it  was  for  relief,  it  was  un- 
Beeessary;  bo  I,  if  il  was  io  tended  as  a  eompli- 
ment,  thai  was  another  question.  In  either  view 
he  was  opposed  to  it.  Mr.  8.  denied  the  power 
of  giriog  pensions  for  the  purpose  of  distinction, 
and  be  bad  therefore  never  given  his  assent  to 
soy  peosion  not  previously  provided  for  by  law. 
He  did  by  oo  means  deny  the  great  merits  of 
Geoeral Start;  bat  this  being  another  ease  in 
the  inproper  system  of  pensions,  now  beeomioff 
eomoioD,  he  was  oppoaed  lo  itj  and  hoped  it  woald 
Dot  pass. 

Mr.  MoRBiL  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
aone  of  the  obaerratioas  made  by  gentlemen  on 
this  subject,  when  before  under  consideration, 
and  added  a  few  words  on  the  uncommon  merits 
of  General  Stark— briefly  noticing  his  gallant 
coodoct  at  Banker  Hill,  at  Bennington,  at  Tren- 
too,  at  Princeton,  dbc,  adducing  the  voluntary 
letters  of  eompUoaent  from  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr. 
Madison,  respeeiivelyf  on  their  succeeding  to  the 
PreiideDcy,aQd  concluded  hj  saying,  that  if  merit 
was  to  be  estimated  by  services  rendered  to  one's 
eoantry,  there  waa  none  so  deserving  as  the  vet- 
eran hero  the  Senate  was  now  called  on  to  relieve 
from  penory. 

The  qnesiion  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tire,ai  follows: 

Tbas— Menn.  BarriU«  Crittenden,  Didtenon,  Ea- 
ton, Sdwirds,  Poiwjth*  Fromentin,  GhdUard,  Honwy, 
Hunter,  Johnson,  King*  Leake,  Mellen,  Monil,  Mor- 
row, Otis,  Palmer,  Boggles,  Sanferd,  Stokes,  Storer, 
Ttlbot,  Taylor,  Tbomasb  Tichooof,  WUliams  of  Mis- 
sittippi,  WiUiame  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson— 89. 

mii— Msasn.  Eppes,  Leoocky  Macon,  NoUe,  Rob* 
irta,  and  Sfluth— e. 


Tbdrsdat,  December  17. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
represeDtaiifes  of^tbe  Yearly  Meetioff  of  Friends, 
held  in  Baltimore,  for  the  Western  Shore  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  respecting  the  Indian  tribes  border- 
ing on  the  western  and  northwestern  frontiers  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
aod  referred. 

Mr.  Sppsa,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Goddard,  and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship 
Ariadne,  and  her  cargo,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
aied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
TesolaiioQ  were  read. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Alabama,  praying  for 
certain  amendments  in  the  judicial  system,  made 
a  report,  that,  as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Territory  of  Alabama  would,  within  a  short 
period,  be  received  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the 
States,  it  was  unnecessary  for  Congress,  at  the; 
present  session,  to  make  any  changes  in  the  or- 


ganization or  location  of  their  courts ;  which  re- 
port was  read* 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill,  prescribing  the  mode  of  commencing,  prose- 
cuting, and  deciding  controversies,  between  two 
or  more  States ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  the  re- 
ceiver and  register  of  the  land  office  at  Huots- 
ville,  in  Alabama  Territory,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  **An 
act  for  changing  the  compensation  of  the  receiv- 
ers and  registers  of  the  lai)^  offices,"  and  that  it 
may  be  so  altered,  as  to  allow  them  sufficient 
compensation  for  their  services;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Copimittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  "that  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  consider  and 
report  what  provisions  may  be  proper  for  obtain- 
ing more  accurate  statements  of  the  annual  ex- 
ports and  imports  of  the  United  States;"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  further  to 
sospeno,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  laods  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  tliereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  requesting  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  copies  of  cer- 
tain documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war;  and 
the  same  having  been  modified,  was  agreed  to  aa 
follows: 

JReaolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  oop- 
ies  of  the  correspondence  between  this  and  the 
Qovernment  of  Spain,  and  of  her  officers  with 
the  officers  of  this  Qovernment^  in  relation  to  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot, 
and  Armbrister,  with  the  orders  which  author- 
ized Major  Qeoeral  Jackson  to  advance  into 
Florida ;  also,  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Qovernment  and  Major  Qeneral  Jack- 
son, on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  Che*> 
haw  village,  and  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wright, 
on  that  occasiooj  with  Qovernor  Rabun's  cor- 
respondence, or  such  parts  thereof,  as  may  be 
communicated  with  a  view  to  public  safety. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine 
Dequindre,  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  messaffo  from  the  House  of  Represeatativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasadL 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  extend,  for  a  further 
term  of  five  years,  the  pensions  heretofore  granted 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  died,  or  were  killed,  in  the  late  war;" 
a  billj  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the 
Potomac,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streeta 
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to  slumber.    Wbeo  the  sedition  law  passed,  p«b- 
lie  opinion  revolted  against  its  prineiples  and 

grovisioos,  not  because  it  was  unconstitutional, 
ut  because  of  the  temper  manifested  in  enacting 
and  executing  it,  which  induced  a  belief  that  the 
object  was  to  crush  all  opposition  to  the  party  in 
power.  That  party  were  continually  pouring  in 
addres^  upon  the  President,  applauding  his 
measures,  and  denouacioff  those  who  differed 
from  tbe'm  in  opinion.  The  very  children  pre- 
sented their  adulatory  offerings;  and  it  was  re- 
marked by  some  one  at  the  time,  that  the  Presi- 
dent bad  as  many  addresses  in  his  bureau  as 
James  the  First  had.  The  Democrats  were  de- 
nounced, and  the  President  called  on  to  remove 
them  all  /rom  office ;  and  on  every  removal  of 
one  of  them,  addresses  were  sent  to  the  President 
approbating  his  conduct.  This  created  the  alarm. 
To  this  violence  the  sedition  law  owed  the  oppo- 
sition it  experienced,  and  not  to  the  belief  that  it 
was  unconstitutional.  The  times  were  not  now 
what  they  were  in  1798.  The  Qovernment  now 
admitted  its  opponents  to  a  participation  in  its 
offices,  and  its  friends  did  not  clamor  for  their 
dismissaL 

But  he  wonld  drop  this  subject,  and  return  to 
the  question.  The  gentlemen  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island  justly  opposed  the  assump- 
tion by  Congress  to  decide  on  the  constitutionality 
of  a  law.  Our  Constitution  had  very  properly 
separated  the  powers  of  Government— the  Exec- 
utive, Legislative,  and  Judicial.  They  should 
be  kept  separate.  The  Judiciary  #as  to  construe 
laws.  Congress  could  not  reverse  their  decis- 
ions, nor  repair  their  injuries.  When  they  had 
passed  a  law,  and  the  President  signed  it,  they 
could  not  touch  it,  unless  to  repeal  or  amend  it. 
The  opinions  of  legal  men  ought  to  have  great 
weight.  The  Judiciary  was  composed  of  such. 
They  were  selected  for  their  legal  acquirements. 
They  deliberated  well  before  they  decided.  They 
would  not  have  stooped  to  party  purposes,  but 
they  gave  the  law  its  full  operation.  This  eoold 
give  Congress  no  right  to  interfere.  Are  you  to 
presume  the  judges  mere  perjured  and  prosti- 
tuted ?  We  ought  not  do  so  without  proof;  and 
we  have  here  only  the  suggestions  and  recollec- 
tions of  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  And  he 
most  here  say,  the  petitioner  had  here  given  evi- 
dence that  he  can  now  write  bitterly,  if  he  did  not 
tben.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  who  had  profes- 
siobally  studied  law,  whether  the  sedition  act  was 
uncoDstiiutionaL  He  was  not  satisfied  it  was  so, 
but  inclined  to  think  otherwise.  In  this  case  at 
least,  the  applicant  ought  not  to  be  believed,  as 
there  was  no  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  allega- 
tions, la  the  infancy  of  our  Government,  the 
common  law  of  England  was  adopted.  This  for- 
bade the  proof  of  any  fact  alleged,  and  was  much 
more  severe  than  the  sedition  law.  Under  the 
common  law,  instead  of  admitting  the  truth  as  a 
justification,  ^  The  greater  the  truth,  the  greater 
the  libel."  The  jury  could  only  decide  on  the 
fact  of  publication,  and  the  court  could  fine  and 
imprison  at  their  discretion.  There  was  no  offence 
punishable  by  the  sedition  act  but  was  indictaUe 


at  common  law,  save  perhaps  in  a  single  ease; 
and  while  under  the  former  the  truth  mij^i  be 
given  in  evidence,  and  the  jury  had  cognizance 
both  of  law  and  fact,  under  the  latter  the  truth 
but  aggravated  the  offence,  and  the  offender  was 
at  the  mercy  of  the  court.  The  sedition  law  was 
therefore  an  amelioration  of  the  common  law. 
But  the  great  evil  was  in  the  spirit  which  pre- 
vailed in  its  enaction  and  administration.  He 
should  not  follow  the  gentleman  from  Hassachu- 
setts  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws,  dbe., 
but,  if  you  indemnify  Idatthew  Lyon  under  thu 
uneonstitational  law,  suppose  the  party  who 
paned  the  law  should  regain  the  ascendency— 
which  he  was  not  without  apprehension  of,  not- 
withstanding they  extended  to  us  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  and  professed  to  think  we  were 
^'all  Republicans,  all  Federalists"— they  might 
repeal  this  law,  take  the  money  again  out  of  his 
hands,  and  put  it  into  the  Treasury,  as  we  were 
about  to  uke  it  out  of  the  Treasury  and  put  it 
into  his  hands.  Another  Congress  might  reverse 
this  proceeding,  and  refund  him  the  money.  Thii 
zigzag  course  might  be  endless.  This  was  too 
apparent  to  be  questioned.  He  bad  always  gone 
with  the  iMirty  in  power,  in  most  of  their  meas- 
ures. He  still  should  do  so,  when  they  were  rif  ht 
He  thought  they  were  not  so  in  this  proposition; 
that  we  had  no  right  to  adopt  it ;  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  as  a  precedent ;  and  that  prece- 
dents were  ftlfeitdy  obtaining  too  much  influence 
in  legislation.  They  are  likely  soon  to  have 
more  authority  than  the  Constitution.  If  you 
refund  Matthew  Lvon's  fine,  where  are  we  to 
stop  9  He  would  like  to  be  informed,  for  he  could 
not  himself  see. 

Mr.  Macom  had  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
discussed  on  iu  merits,  as  it  did  not  even  men- 
tion Matthew  Lyon's  name.  The  true  question 
was,  will  you  review  the  proceeding  under  the 
sedition  law.  now,  while  party  spirit  is  hushed, 
and  all  is  calm  t  This  calm  be  did  not  wish  to 
disturb.  But  if  you  agree  to  the  report,  and  re- 
ject the  petition,  how  will  you  bring  the  question 
before  youl  He  was  told  the  precedent  would 
be  dangerous.  He  would  meet  this  at  once.  If 
anv  party  in  power  thought  it  their  duty  to  follow 
it,  let  them  do  so.  He  did  not  admire  precedent 
more  than  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
but,  when  wrong  was  done,  it  ought  to  be  righted. 
The  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  state 
of  things  abroad  and  at  home,  which  ensued,  had 
excited  heats  in  the  country ;  and  he  supposed 
both  parties  were  sometimes  wrong.  The  coun- 
try is  now  peaceful,  and  we  can  act  iVee  from 
prejudice  or  party.  He  should  not  attempt  to 
discuss  the  constitutionality  of  the  sedition  law. 
He  had  often  been  heard  on  this  subject,  and  he 
supposed  every  man  had  made  up  his  mind  on 
the  qu^tion.  If  the  Senate  was  satisfied  the  law 
was  uaconstitutional,  they  ought  to  adopt  the 
resolution ;  if  they  had  doubts,  they  ought  to  re- 
ject it.  Some  facts  were  stated  in  the  petition 
not  known  to  him;  but  he  believed  Matthew 
Lyon  had  remunerated  all  the  members  who  ad- 
vanced money  to  relieve  him  from  his  fine.    Ac- 
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eordiDg  to  fom«  ffentlemeii  we  were  to  rtgird  the 
jodiemry  more  tnao  the  Jaw,  end  both  more  thto 
the  CoDstitutioD.  It  was  a  misfortune  the  judges 
were  not  equal  in  iDfaliibility  to  the  God  who 
made  them.  The  truth  was,  if  the  judge  was  a 
party  man  out  of  power,  he  would  be  a  party  man 
JO.  The  office  would  not  change  human  nature. 
He  had  no  doobt  that  the  sedition  law,  and  the 
proceedings  under  it,  had  more  effect  in  rer- 
olationiziog  the  Goremment  than  all  its  other 
acts.  He  well  remembered  the  language  of  the 
times — ^pay  your  taies,  but  don't  spesE  against 
(SoTeroment.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts admits  the  inexpediency  of  the  law,  but  not 
iu  onconstttutioonlity.  This  was  of  itself  a  great 
concession.  Would  he,  or  the  gentleman  from 
Sootk  Carolina,  put  his  finger  on  the  clause  of 
the  CoDstitation  which  authorised  that  law?  He 
would  not  impute  evil  motiTCs — he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  them,  but  with  acts.  He,  would  have 
preferred  a  silent  rote ;  but,  being  referred  to  in 
the  petitioui  he  could  not  be  silent.  Money  is 
paid  back  daily  from  the  Treasury  to  inditiduals. 
without  its  being  called  reTising  the  decision  or 
the  judges.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maasaehusetts  about  the  powers  of  the 
Gorernment.  That  gentleman  thought  it  might 
do  any  act  neceesarv  to  its  preserration.  He,  Mr. 
AL  bel iered  it  could  not  go  beyond  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  have  in  this  country  two  goTemments, 
The  Constitntioa  defines  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  leaves  the  State  goTcrn- 
ments  untoached.  He  thought  the  positibn  clear, 
that  if  there  was  no  Constitutional  power  to  pass 
the  law/  the  money  was  taken  wrongfully,  and 
ought  to  be  restored.  Mr.  Maoow  was  sorry  the 
names  of  judees  had  been  introduced.  We  ought 
to  pass  lightly  oyer  the  ashes  of  the  dead.  Let 
them  sleep  quietly  with  their  fathers — he  would 
not  disturb  them.  He  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  spoken  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  petition  was  drawn.  The  ef- 
fect of  this  mi^ht  be  to  create  disgust  with  the 
man,  and  thus  weaken  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  claim.  We  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  per- 
son but  with  the  principle.  He  thought  the  gen- 
tleman was*  also  mistaken  in  the  law  of  England 
on  the  subject  of  libels.  He  had  read  a  speech  of 
Mr.  Brskine,  on  what  occasion  he  did  not  recol- 
lect, which  he  thought  conclusive  and  satisfac- 
tory, that  the  truth  might  there  be  giren  in  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Smith  explained.  He  said  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina  had  misconceived  some  of  his  ar- 
guments. He  had  not  meant  to  enforce  his  ar* 
soments  by  traducing  the  petitioner ;  and,  per- 
haps, he  had  better  not  have  mentioned  him.  He 
had  not  said  the  sedition  law  was  Constitutional ; 
bat,  as  the  Judiciary  had  decided  it  was  so.  he 
could  not  withhold  his  assent.  The  common  law 
of  England  was  the  law  of  many  of  the  States  at 
the  time  the  sedition  law  was  enacted.  He  did  not 
particularly  recollect  the  speech  which  the  gen- 
tleman frona  North  Carofina  adverted  to;  but 
had  no  doabt  the  representation  he  had  ffiven  of 
it  was  correct.    In  England  the  common  law  had 


been  ameliorated  In  some  measure  bv  a  bill  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Fox,  which  admitted  the  truth  to 
be  given  In  evidence  in  relation  to  public  officers. 
The  Constitution  had  been  quoted — ^  Congress 
shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  press."  This  was  intended  to  secure 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  bnt  not  its  licentiousness; 
It  meant  to  protect  the  truth — not  falsehood.  He 
thought  Congress  had  no  right  to  construe  their 
own  laws — this  power  belonged  exclusively  to 
the  Judiciary.  If  we  may  abrogate  one  law  by 
explanation,  we  may  another;  and  thus  frustrate 
the  ends  of  government. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  thought  the  power  of  pun- 
ishing libels  remained  in  the  State  governments, 
and  was  not  conveyed  to  the  Ckneral'  Govern- 
ment. He  added  a  few  words,  which  were  not 
distinctly  heard. 

The  Senate  adjourned,  without  taking  the  ques- 
tion. 


WnDNUBOAT,  December  9. 

The  PRsainniiT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurer,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giving  the  result  of 
sundry  assays  made  of  the  several  species  of  for- 
eign gold  and  silver  coins  made  current  in  the 
Unit^  States,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
89th  of  April,  1816;  and  the  letter  and  report 
were  read.^-Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instant,  referring,  to  a  select 
committee,  the  Message  of  the  President,  and 
documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  untif  Friday  next. 

Agreeably  to  notice  giTcn,  Mr.  BtntniLL  asked, 
and  obtained  leave,  to  introduce  a  bill,  respecting 
the  transportation  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
it  missed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chapman,  col- 
lector of  the  customs  for  the  Qeorgetown  Dis- 
trict, in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and  in  coO" 
curreoco  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  onght  not  to  be  granted. 

l^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of 
circuit  judges,  together  with  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  instructions ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Barton ;"  a  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  King;*"  "A  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adolphus  Burghart,  de- 
ceased ;»  and  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military  service 
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of  the  United  States,  for  the  yewr  1819,  mad  to 
make  good  a  deficit  ia  the  appropriation  for 
holding  treaties  with  .the  Indians ;"  in  which 
bilU  they  request  the  concarrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  coneurred  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  whether  any  further  pro* 
visions  by  law  are  necessary,  relative  to  the  print- 
ing done  by  order  of  Congress,  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  ol 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  Hon^  of  Representatives  to  the  res- 
olution last  mentioned,  and  coneurred  therein  ; 
and  Mr.  IVilson.  Mr.  Laoock,  and  Mr.  Bobrill, 
were  appointed  the  oommittee  on  their  part. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  coaeurreoce 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  reaoloiioa  directing  a  survey  of 
certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cmisideraciOB  of  the  hill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Matthew  Barrow;  and,  no  aMondnent 
having  beea  qaade  thereto,  the  PaaainaiiT  report* 
ed  it  to  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  suspend, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands 
fof  failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  invalids;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
B.  Lewis;"  and* a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  eoneurreace  of  the  Senate. 

CESSION  OF  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  of  Louisiana,  having  obtained 
leave,  withdrew  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
some  days  ago,  respecting  a  provisional  occupa- 
tion of  East  Florida;  and  m  lieu  thereof  sub- 
mitted the  following,  which  lies  on  the  table  one 
day  of  course: 

BmoMt,  That  the  PresidMit  of  the  Uailsd  States 
be  requested  to  ley  before  the  BenaU,  oopise  of 
the  oorraspo^toice  between  the  Gownunent  of  the 
United  8ute%  and  the  Government  of  Spain,  relative 
to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States, 
which  hss  not  abeady  been  communicated  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  may  be  communicated  with  safety 
to  the  public  interest. 

In  withdrawinff  the  one  resolution,  and  offer- 
ing the  other,  Mr.  JuaicaoN  said,  in  substance, 
that  he  was  not  influenced  by  any  change  or 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  hie  first  proposition; 
he  believed  it  to  be  the  proper  course  to  be 
ultimately  pursued;  an  opinion  confirmed  by 
information  he  had  seen  in  the  New  Orleans 
papers,  that  hostilities  were  yet  rife  between 
the  Semiooles  and  the  frontier  settlers.  But. 
having  understood,  that  a  correspondence  had 


been  going  on  betweoA  our  Oovaramettt  asd 
the  Minister  of  Spain,  he  had  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  understand  fieet  what  waa  the  reaolt 
of  this  conespondeacc,  as  it  might  have  some 
bearing  on  the  object  he  had  in  view.  He,  there- 
fore, for  the  present  waived  his  motion,  deair- 
ing  it  to  he  understood  that  he  reaerved  the 
right  of  renewing  it,  should  it  sttU  appear  neces- 
sary, after  the  informatioa  required  by  his  present 
motion  should  be  reoeived. 

MEMORIAL  OF  MATTHEW  LTON. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oQasidemtion  of  the 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Cooimittea  unfiavacable 
to  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lfoo;  BinCsiTTBa- 
piii'a  motion  to  reveree  the  report,  and  to  nMice 
fjeneral  provision  for  the  indemnifioaiios  of  all 
aimiiar  eaaee  oeeurriog  under  the  aeditioa  law, 
being  yet  uader  consideratioa : 

Mr*  Monaix.  said,  the  discumioD  had  tahra  a 
eouree  which  was  uaeipeeied;  and  he  felt  it  a 
duty  to  make  some  remarka,  and  aasigu  the  rea« 
sone  which  would  f Ofern  hia  voia  Too  ^— stiou 
turned  on  the  eonsututionality  of  thaeeditwii  law. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reeolution,  becauae  he  be- 
lieved the  law  Cooetitutimal.  Tha  Uw  only 
punished  falee^liceaiio«%aad  anlicieoe  writings 
The  Constitution  did  not  nean  to  prohibit  a  kw 
to  punish  these;  It  was  intended  to  eharbh  vit tue 
and  morality,  and  to  preaerve  oar  righu  and 
privileges ;  and  whieh  of  these  did  we  esteem 
biff  her  than  reputation  ?  The  Coastttutian  pro- 
hibited any  law  abridging  the  freedoaa  of  apeeoh 
or  of  the  press.  Now,  freedom  and  liberty  are 
synonymous  and  convertible  terms.  The  law 
was  not  intended  to  abridge  the  libertv  of  the 
press,  but  its  lieentionsness.  The  second  section 
allowed  the  truth  to  be  given  ia  evideneei  If  the 
publication  was  licentious,  the  charge  could  not  be 
supported,  and  the  offender  would  be  punished. 
If  it  contained  facu,  they  could  he  maintaiaed, 
and  an  acquittal  would  take  plane.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution  on  another  ground— this 
was  not  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  unconstitutionality.  The  judioiary  was 
the  proper  tribunal.  If  Congress  shooid  indem- 
nify in  one  case,  thev  might  in  othanh«*nd  wheie 
would  we  stop  1  All  would  he  confusion  and  on- 
certainty.  The  coneequenee  appeared  to  him 
alarming.  We  have  no  proof  of  eorruption  in 
the  judges— no  evidence  of  the  fonts  slated  in  the 
petition.  All  were  unsupported  allegations  upon 
which  we  were  called  to  act  ia  this  ease}  though, 
in  support  of  claims,  it  was  usual  to  require  the 
oaths  of  parties,  as  well  as  other  testimonj.  Ano- 
ther reason  why  he  was  opposed  to  thu  resolu- 
tion^ was,  that  we  had  many  claims  more  just  and 
equitable.  He  believed  the  law  Gohstitutional, 
and  that  the  petitioner  suffered  justly  according 
to  law.  But  there  were  many  sufferers  by  the  late 
war— many  bereaved  widows  and  helpless  (»• 
phaos,  who  needed  and  deserved  our  assistance. 
These  claimed  the  preference,  and  ought  to  be 
first  relieved. 

Mr.  CRiTTEunaH  felt  himself  bound  to  reply  to 
some  observationa  which  had  been  made.    The 
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public  TCHce  had  determined  the  oncoiitCitatioD- 
ality  of  the  sedition  law:  it  had  remo?ed  one 
party  from  pover,  and  elevated  another.    He  had 
expected  Coiiffress  wonld  confirm  the  decision  of 
the  people.    He  should  be  sorry  if  be  were  disap- 
pointed ;  bat  it  would  be  a  great  consolation  that 
the  opinion  of  tbe  nation  was  with  him.    The 
proposition  tbftt  the  law  was  unconstitutional, 
appeared  to  him  so  plain,  that  he  feared  an  attempt 
at  demonatraiion  would  but  inrolfe  in  darkness 
a  question  as  dear  as  sunshine.    The  Constitu- 
tion says  *^ongftPB  shall  pass  uo  law  abridging 
Che  ffeedom  of  the  press.''    If  thi^  law  did  n<)t 
abitdge  that  freedom,  wby  was  It  pawed  1    No 
law  <N  the  Ckoerel  Governmeol  then  existed  on 
the  sehject;  the  Btate  auihpritles  atone  took  cog^ 
nizanee  of  libela.    That  the  Coostitution  was 
meant  as  a  mere  toorai  restr»inri  wa*  a  noyel  idea^ 
The  eonveDtion  who  formed  it.  was  not  a  conren- 
tiele  of  Puiituis,  but  an  assembUge  of  statesmen. 
The  morals  of  the  nation  were  left  to  other  tri* 
bunals:  political  motiveselene  led  to  iu  formation 
and  adoption,  tod  to  the  provisiap  referred  to. 
The  framersof  It  well  knew  that  the  licentiousness 
of  the  prev  was  not  ts  much  to  be  feared  as  tbe 
power  to  restrain  its  freedom.    Hiitory  was  Aill 
of  exainples  on  this  point.    Our  QoTernment  was 
difiireot  fronp  all  others  in  Ito  principles,  objects, 
and  provisions.    The  press,  so  far  from  being  dan- 
gerous to  itj  wras  its  greatest  safeguard.    No  ruler 
was  above  Its  animadversion,  nor  beyoud  its  in- 
fluence.   Tyrants,  all  over  the  world,  dreaded  iu 
effects  in  impartiog  light  nod  energy  to  the  human 
mind.    But  what  had  our  Government— a  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  people — to  fear  from  it  7    It  could 
not  injure,  it  could  not  affect  it.    Experience  had 
verified  this.     When  all  the  offices  in  the  country 
were  in  the  hands  of  a  party,  wealthy,  infloeotlal, 
and  powerful,  all  could  not  save  them.    On  the 
other  band,  had  oot  our  former  illustrious  Chief 
Magistrate,  who  was    brought  into  power   by 
means  of  the  sedition  law,  aodother  correspondent 
measures,  been  assailed  with  the  most  infamous 
and  vindictive  abuse  and  slander  ?    Had  it  sullied 
his  public  or  private  character?    Had  it  lessened 
;be  ejection  or  confidence  of  the  people  ?    No-— 
the  press  could  only  have  influence  when  it  con- 
formed to  public  sentiment ;  its  licentiousness  can 
only  be  daogeroos  to  those  who  misrule.    Ii  was 
but  a  faithful  sentinel,  to  announce  the  approach 
of  public  diinger,  and  excite  the  people  to  vigilance. 
Mr.  C.  admitted  that  the  States  might  pass  such 
laws  as  the  ooe  alluded  tp;  but  the  General  Gov- 
ernment could   not.    The  former  possessed  the 
right — to  the  latter^  the  power  was  nerer  delegated. 
The  fair  construction  of  tbe  sedition  law  was,  that 
it  could  punish  anything  that  tended  to  bring  the 
rolers  into  contempt  or  disrepute.     Opinions, 
however  well-founded,  were  not  susceiMtible  of 
proof — yet    they   were   subject  to  punishment. 
Truth,  if  it  could  not  be  proved,  was  as  punish- 
able as  falsehood.    The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  called  it  an  amelioration  of  tbe  com- 
mon law.     O  tender  mercies  of  the  sedition  law ! 
Happy  amelioration  of  the  common  law  I    How 
blind  had  the  people  been  to  tbe  benevolent  in- 


tentions of  the  law  1  How  ungrateful  for  the  pro* 
lection  it  afforded  them  !  But  the  gentleman  had 
forgotten  that,  when  this  act  passed,  there  was  no 
common  law  on  the  subject  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  this  act  introduced  the  first  re- 
straint on  tbe  press.  Ought  we  then  to  withhold 
the  money  paid  under  this  unconstitutional  law  ? 
If  the  law  was  a  violation  of  the  national  compact, 
which  guarantied  to  every  individual  freedom  to 
speak  and  to  publish  what  he  chose,  could  we  re- 
tain fines  incurred  under  this  law  ?  In  a  moral 
point  of  view,  tbe  money  ought  to  be  refunded; 
and  he  knew  not  on  what  ground  the  claim  could 
be  resisted.  For  the  iudiclary  be  felt  a  proper 
respect ;  but  he  woolcf  not  bow  submissively  to 
everything  the  judiciary  should  say.  As  a  man, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  had  a  right  to 
form  opiDions  for  himself.  The  Constitptioa  he 
regarded  as  the  supreme  law,  and  entitled  to  our 
first  attention  and  respect.  By  this  resolution  we 
should  cast  no  stigma  on  anv  i^dge  or  court :  it 
was  not  revising  any  judicial  decision  i  it  was  no 
indelieaey  to  the  judiciary.  The  blame  attached 
to  Congress  more  than  to  tbe  judiciary.  We 
ourselves  have  done  an  injurious  act ;  it  is  for  lu 
to  repair  the  wrong.  There  was  no  more  indel* 
icac^  in  the  present  case,  than  there  would  be  in 
moving  the  repeal  of  a  law.  He  thought  gentle- 
men juite  too  sensitive  on  this  subjecL  fie  had 
no  wish  to  cast  a  stigma  on  either  tbe  judiciary 
or  Congress^no  desire  to  impute  impure  motives 
to  either ;  but  purity  of  motive  could  not  make 
the  law  Constitutional.    Victorious  parties  might 

gufsue  their  adversaries  too  far,  as  well  in  the 
•enate  as  in  the  field;  hence  arose  tbe  act  in 
question.  The  stability  of  the  judiciary  was  not 
to  be  affected  by  this  resolution.  He  judged  the 
law  by  the  Constitution.  He  did  not  hke  the 
judiciary  less  than  others,  but  he  loved  tbe  Con- 
stitution more.  He  deemed  it  both  proper  and 
necessary  to  adopt  this  resolution.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  gentlemen,  and  Republicans  too, 
say  the  law  was  not  deemed  unoonstituiional. 
He  thought  this  point  had  long  been  nut  beyond 
controversy,  and  his  object  Was  to  evoke  and  call 
forth  from  Congress  an  expression  of  opinion 
against  tbe  law,  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press  might  be  established  by  authority  as 
well  as  argument.  He  believed  that  ninety-nine 
out  of  an  hundred  deemed  the  law  unconstiiu* 
tionalt  No  man  would  now  dare  to  attempt  its 
renewal;  no  roan  would  thus  expose  his  head  and 
his  character  to  the  imprecations  and  reproaches 
he  would  draw  upon  himself.  But  shall  we  leave 
the  law,  and  decisions  under  it,  for  future  example 
and  precedent  ?  He  was  for  banishing  them  from 
our  records;  he  was  for  making  amends, as  far  as 
possible,  for  the  violation  of  our  Constitution. 
The  sum  in  controversy  was  small,  very  small, 
indeed,  to  the  nation,  thouj[h  something  to  a  poor 
individual ;  but,  small  as  it  was,  it  had  created 
great  alarm  in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  lest,  if  it  was  refunded,  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  thelate  war  would  be  deprived 
of  the  aid  of  Government,  and  left  to  suffer  I  The 
gentleman  need  not,  he  thought,  be  alarmed.  The 
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lines  under  the  sedition  law  were  not  namerous, 
and  their  amount  was  small.  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
remitted  Callender's  fine,  and  this  was  high  au- 
thority for  us.  Congress  had  acted  on  the  same 
principle  in  agreat  rariety  of  cases— on  the  ap- 
plication  of  Greoeral  Brown,  and  many  others. 
Was  this  considered  a  stigma  on  the  judiciary  ? 
Yet  the  principle  was  precisely  the  same.  The 
law  was  unconstitutional,  and  we  ought  to  restore 
all  the  money  taken  under  it.  We  have  the  power 
to  repair  as  well  as  to  violate.  No  branch  of  the 
Qovernment  is  infallible,  and,  when  we  do  wrong, 
we  ought  to  repair  it;  and  we  ought  to  erect 
some  barrier  against  future  injurious  and  uncon- 
stitutional acts  on  this  subject.  Mr.  C.  apologized 
for  having  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
so  long. 

Mr.  Otis  said  he  should  not  enter  into  the  ar- 
gument of  the  question ;  but  would  merely  sug- 
fest  a  fact  which  he  had  before  omitted.  He 
elieved  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  never 
demonstrated  their  opinion  that  the  sedition  law 
was  unconstitutional.  After  the  Virginia  Legis- 
lature had  passed  their  resolutions,  denouncing 
this  law,  and  circulars  enclosioje  their  proceedings 
were  sent  to  the  Legislatures  ofthe  several  States, 
those  of  New  England  unanimously  declined  ex- 
pressing their  disapprobation  of  the  law,  and  so 
rar  gave  their  sanction  to  it.  Virginia  again  took 
up  the  subject,  and  gave  a  comprehensive  view 
or  all  the  arguments  against  the  law ;  and  this 
was  carried  tnrouffh  the  Legislature  but  by  about 
two  to  one.  He  thought  at  least  one-half  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  might  be  considered 
as  having  expressed  their  opinion  that  the  law 
was  Constitutional;  yet^  he  would  not  at  this 
time  so  far  outrage  public  opinion  as  to  vote  for 
a  renewal  of  this  law.  He  hoped  it  might  be 
done  without;  but  it  might  have  to  be  recurred 
to  in  times  of  imminent  public  danger.  A  crisis 
might  arrive,  when  it  would  not  be  safe  to  let  the 
press  denounce  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
as  an  usurper  and  highwayman,  and  the  Congress 
as  swindlers,  and  participators  in  his  plunder; 
and  to  declare  that  the  people  had  no  resource 
but  in  a  convention  of  delegates. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  leave  to  explain.  His  friend 
from  Kentucky  had  misconceived  him.  He  had 
never  been  an  admirer  of  the  sedition  law — be 
liked  it  as  little  as  any  other  person.  He  had  not 
said  it  was  deemed  Constitutional  in  South  Car- 
olina ;  he  did  not  know  that  this  was  a  fact.  But 
he  thought,  if  it  were  passed  now,  little  alarm 
would  he  excited,  and  htte  said  against  it.  He 
feared  he  was  also  misunderstood  respecting  the 
judiciary ;  he  did  not  deem  them  intallible,  but 
they  were  the  proper  expositors  of  the  law.  If 
they  did  wrong,  they  were  impeachable.  Congress 
were  unauthorized  to  give  laws  a  construction. 
As  a  sound  lawyer,  he  would  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  if  any  such  authority  ex- 
isted ;  he  could  point  to  none.  Popular  opinion 
was,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  right ;  but,  when  oalled 
on  to  give  a  vote,  he  must  consult  bis  own  judg- 
ment He  went  on  the  ground  that  Congress  had 
no  cognizance  of  the  case,  and  that  the  conse- 


quences of  interfering,  would  be  injurious  to  the 
countrv. 

^  Mr.  MoRBiL  made  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion. He  was  not  in  favor  of  sedition  laws,  nor 
did  he  think  that  law  was  expedient.  But  he  be* 
lieved  it  was  Constitutional,  and  that  the  present 
resolution  was  inexpedient  and  unnecessary. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Crittenden's 
proposition,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
17,  nays,  20,  as  follows : 

YjEAS^-Mesfln.  Barboar,  CrittandeD,  Edwards, 
Eppes,  Forsyth,  Lacock,  Macoa,  Morrowy  Palmer, 
RoberU,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas, 
WiUiams  of  MLssisBippi,  and  Wilson — 17. 

Njlts — Messrs.  Boriill,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gail- 
lard,  Hanson,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Smith,  8torer,  Taylor,  Tichenor, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Tenneesee. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  then  con- 
curred in— ayes  20. 


Tbttb^oat,  December  10. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  the  ren- 
resentatives  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Frienas 
of  New  England,  representing  the  condition  of 
the  Indian  natives,  within  and  near  the  United 
States,  and  praying  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; an'd  the  memorial  was  readj  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Otis  also  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Marquaod,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  Newburyport,  praying  additional  compensa- 
tion for  services  performed  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  or  the  Treas- 
urv,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  Jona- 
than Parker,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  States 
of  Indiana  and  Ohio,  praying  an  extension  of  the 
act  of  March,  1817,  to  suspend  the  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  lands ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  three  bills  ia^t  brought  up  yesterday  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  relative  to  the  cession  oi  the 
Floridas  to  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  this  day  four  weeks. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  Patuxet,  in  Rhode  Island, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Barton,'*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam King,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  tne  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Adoiphus  Bura;bart,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tne  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  service  of  tne  United 
states,  for  the  year  1819,  and  to  make  good  a  de- 
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fieit  in  (he  appropriation  for  boldinc  treaties  with 
the  lodiaos ;"  was  read  (he  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resocned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  western  district  court  of  Peon- 
svlTanlaj"  and,  oo  amendment  having  been  made 
toereto,  the  Pbbsioent  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  theii 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  puoishmentof  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Daqgbtt,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biJI,  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  account  of  James  Wilde, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims;  and  the  amendment 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  amended  accordiagly :  and,  the  amend- 
ment being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbohf  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Major  General  John  Stark;'* 
and  the  farther  consideration  thereof  wm  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  pRBSiDBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  governors  of  the  New  York 
hospital,  relative  to  distressed  American  seamen 
relieved  by  that  institution  ;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 


Fbidat,  December  11. 

Charlbs  Tait,  from  the  State  of  Gkorgia,  at- 
tended this  daf . 

Mr.  Mbli^bm  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUaohedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
sod  Post  Roads  be  iastmcted  to  inqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  incrsariDg  the  compensation  now  by  law 
allowed  to  the  poetmasler  at  Kennebmik,  in  the  Dis- 
trict <^  Maine. 

Mr.  WiLAOii  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Robertson,  of  the  city  of  Trenton,  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  praying  for  an  addition  to  his 
pension ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Comaiittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Robbbts^  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Clarke,  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitiober  is  unreasonable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jobnson,  the  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  eighth  instant, 

made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 

of  the  18th  of  April  last,  of  a  plan  for  the  ad- 

15th  Con.  2d  Sbss,— 3 


justment  of  the  claims  to  land  in  the  districts 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  West  Florida, 
together  with  a  draught  of  the  bill  for  that  our- 
pose,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  or  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  admission  into 
the  Union  as  a  State;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  aod  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on, by  bill  or  otherwise  J  and  Messrs.  Tait,  Mor- 
row, Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Bowaros.  and 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointeo  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Arnold  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  payment  of  the 
commutation  provided  by  law  for  the  officers  serv- 
ing in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  erroneously 
surrendered  by  the  petitioner,  trom  a  mistake  of 
the  law;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^Att  act  granting  to  Mehitabel  Cole  the  lands 
therein  mentioned,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Barton,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bpprs,  from  the  Committee  on  Pinaoce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  states,  for  the  year  1819, 
and  to  make  good  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation 
for  holding  treaties  with  the  Indians,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and. 
no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  4th 
instant,  for  referring  to  a  select  committee  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  eonsidera- 
tion  thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  invalids," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Lewis,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "'  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Frederick  Brown."  was  read  the  second  time^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of 
Patuxet,  in  Rhode  Island;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House; 
and  the  blank  having  been  filled  with  ''  two  hun- 
dred," the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 


67 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


68 


fiSMATB. 


Proeeedingt. 


DscfeMMB,  1816. 


Tbe  bill  to  authorise  the  settlemeiit  of  the  ac- 
count of  James  Wilde  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Rdooles  presented  the  petition  of  Shubael 
Conant,  praying  the  remission  of  certain  duties 
upon  ffoods,  transported  from  New  York  to  De- 
troit, Of  the  way  of  Canada;  and  fbe  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoRDAT,  December  14. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  M.  B. 
Forsyth,  and  others,  inspectors  for  the  port  and 
district  of  Savannan,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
praying  some  further  provision  to  be  made  for 
them ;  and  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Samfobo  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ssioked,  That  the  Conmittae  «ii  ths  Judiciaty  in- 
quire what  provifliMM  uulj  be  aecMMury  to  give  afleet 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  Stale  of 
Uliaois* 

Mr.  Lbakb  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mis- 
sisaippi  coovention,  praying  an  ezleneion  of  tbe 
limiu  of  that  State;  and  also  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislatiye  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Alabama  Territory,  against  the  said 
extension;  and  the  memorials  were  reapectively 
read,  and  severally  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  uMmorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Perkins,  of  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  in  the  Alabama  Territory ;  «iBd  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  others,  proprietors  of  land  in  the 
porthem  district  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  pvmy- 
iag  the  adoption  of  measures,  by  Congress,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  tbe  Ten- 
nessee river  at  the  Muscle  Shoals;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lativeCouncil  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  certain  amend- 
ments to  their  judicial  system;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  for  referring 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  to 
a  select  committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  La- 
OOGK,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  11  th  instant,  ^'  That  the  Committee 


on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
compensation  now  by  law  allowed  to  Che  j>ost- 
master  at  Eennebunk,  in  the  District  of  Maine;" 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rmrred  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a  purser 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  report 
w«s  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  lime,  the  sale  or  ibrleiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon,  and  the  further  consideraticm  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Bator  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Reaohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  neoessarj,  to  the 
present  ezistiiig  laws,  the  more  eflectnaly  to  prereot 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  King  submitted  the  following  motioo  for 
consideration: 

Reaobtdt  That  tbe  Gonmittee  of  Fiaanoe  be,  and 
are  hereby,  instmcted  to  iaqoire  into  the  expedisocy 
of  such  alteration  in  the  lawa  eonoeniiiig  tSbm  coasting 
trade  as  ehall  authorize  ships  and  Tesade  of  twenty 
tons  and  upwards,  licensed  to  trade  between  the  dif- 
ferent districts  of  the  United  States,  to  cany  on  sneh 
trade  between  the  said  districts  in  the  manner,  and 
subject  only  to  the  regulations,  required  to  be  obeerred 
in  carrying  on  trade  from  district  to  district,  in  the 
same  State,  or  from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district 
in  the  next  adjoining  State. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Barton ;"  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resmued,  na  in  Coaraiittfee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eensiderattoo  of  the  bill,  eottded  ^Aa 
act  granting  to  Mehitabel  Cole  the  lands  therein 
mentioned;  and  noamendment  baring  been  made. 
it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  readinc. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
Barrow  was  read  a  third  time,  aad  passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  Patnxet,  in  Rhode  Island, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Lndlow  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  be- 
half of  himself  and  others,  praying  compensation 
and  indemnity  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  cer- 
tain real  estate  near  Sacketi's  Harbor,  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  wai 
with  Great  Briuin ;  and  the  petition  was  read^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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TvBSDAT,  December  15. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatives 
ioformed  um  -Senate  that  the  Honse  hare  ap- 
poiuted  a  comniMee  on  Ibeir  nart,  conformably 
with  the  provisieps  of  the  resolution,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  and 
i«port  opon  the  satjei^t  oi  the  public  printing. 

Tbejr  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cefBiBg  widows  of  the  militia;"  and  also  a  .bill 
encitied  '*Aa  iftct  authorizing  the  distribution  of 
a  sum  of  money  among  the  representatives  of 
Commodore  Rdward  Preble,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  brig  Syren ;"  i^  which  bills  they^  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  meolioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  aecoed  ceadtDg- 

Mr.  RoBBBTs,  from  the  CoqMDittee  of  Claims, 
to  whoa  waa  tee ammitted  the  rcBort  of  said 
commitlec,  on.  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a 
poraer  in  the  Natj  of  the  United  States,  reported 
the  8MDe  without  amendment. 

Mr.  KiSMi  presented  the  memorial  of  Aqnilla 
Giles,  who  was  a  major  in  the  Revolutionary 
Mmf ,  atatinff  thBt  iaDecemb^r»178S,Jhe:reeeived 
a  warnat  from  the  War  Office,  drawn  on  the 
Pay  master  General  of  the  Army  v  for  five  hundred 
dollars,  being  the  ameunt  of  pay  due  him  for  that 

J  ear,  which  was  not  |)aid,  the  paymaster  not 
aving  funds,  and  praying  the  passage  of  an  act, 
aathoriziog  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
the  same*  together  with  interest  thereon ;  and  the 
memorial  was  rofcd,  aad  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instaar,  ^  That  a  committee 
be  appoiBted  to  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  amend- 
meats  are  necessary,  to  the  present  existing  laws, 
the  more  eHfectuaJly  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  alaves  into  the  United  States;"  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Batob,  Bubbill,  Smitb, 
Macoh,  and  Hobbbt,  were  appointed  the  com- 
miiiee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  traosportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bub- 
kill,  it  was  roferred  to  the  committee  last  ap« 
pointed,  to  consider  and. report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  tlie  14th  instant,  ^  That  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  inquire  lyhat  provisions  may  be 
necessary  to  give  enact  to  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  State  of  lUinpis;"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  vesnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  tlie  14th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Cooamittee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  concerning  the  coast- 
ing trade,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoR,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  ConstitatioB  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  tbe  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Suies.  and  tbe  elec- 
tion of  representatives  in  tbe  CoDgreas  of  the 


United  Stales,  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  raid. 

Mr.  FaaMBiiTiN  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Heaoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Albus 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedisney  of  extend* 
ing  the  right  to  a  bonnty  in  lands  to  the  soldien  who 
were  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  company  of  boabardiei% 
sippets  and  miners,  and  in  the  corps  of  ordaaaee* 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  WU- 
itam  Barton"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  granting  to  Mehim- 
bel  Cole  the  lands  therein  mentioned."  was  rend 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBBmnBiiT  OP  TBB  Ubitbd  SvATfia: 

ThikeaeMUcf  the  Utditd ataUis 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  copisa  of  the  rsmaiader  of 
the  doewnenli  refsned  to  in  the  Messace  of  the  17th 
of  last  month. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DacBBBsa  16, 1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  docnaMBts 

were  read. 

The  PBB8IOBHT  commnnicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  refened 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Marquaad,  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  Newburyport;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  fih>WAB08  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Rice  Jones,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying 
compensation  for  services  rendered,  as  interpreter 
and  translator  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  imder  the  act  of  Congress  of  20th  Feb- 
ruary, 1812^  for  tbe  revision  of  former  confirma- 
tions, and  for  coofirmiuff*  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  diatrict  of  Kaskaskia;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  RuQOLEB  presented  the  petition  of  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  nraying  to  be  confirmed  in  his 
title  to  certain  ialaads  situate  at  tbe  mouth  of  the 
river  Detroit;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 


Weonesoat,  December  16. 

Mr.  Sanforo  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Heaohedt  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  consider  and  report  what  provisions 
may  be  proper  for  obtaining  more  acenrate  statements 
of  the  annual  exports  and  imports  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  fdlowing  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUsolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  end  the  Government  of  Spain,  relative  to  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  execution  o(  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister ;  and  also  copies  of  the  correspondence  be« 
tween  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson,  on  the  subject  of  the  deetmction 
of  the  Chehaw  village^  and  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Wright  On  that  occasion ;  together  with  copies  of  the 
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eonwpondenea  of  tins  Govemment  with  GoTernor 
BftlHin,  of  Georgia,  on  that  fiibjecty  or  midi  port  there- 
of •■•  in  the  opinion  of  the  Preeidoit,  may  bo  oonunn« 
nieated  with  nfety  to  the  Goremment. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Reii- 
goas  Society  of  Frienda,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  parts  adjaeeot, respecting  the  Indians; 
and  tde  memorial  was  read^  and  referred. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, for  referring  to  a  select  committee  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  and  documents  relative  to 
the  Semiaole  war;  and,  on  motion  hj  Mr.  La- 
oocK.  the  farther  consideration  thereot  was  post- 
poned until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  iastant^  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  right  to  a  bounty  in 
lands  to  certain  soldiers  therein  mentioaedi  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  sum  of  money  among  the  repre- 
Mutatives  of  Commodore  Edward  Preble,  and 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren,**  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Naval  Affiiirs. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  widows 
of  the  militia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claimis  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitfon  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a  purser 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  cir- 
cuit judges,  together  with  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit tne  bill  with  instructions;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Fbomentin,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Dequiodre ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  E.,  from  the  same  committee,  communi- 
cated a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement,  giving  a  comparative  view  of 
the  duties  which  have  accrued  upon  importa  and 
tonnage  during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  years 
1817  and  1818;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Efec- 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  election  of  representatives  in 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbil,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 


order  of  the  day  for,  the  first  Monday  in  January 
next. 

GSNERAL  JOHN  STARK. 

The  Senate  proceeded  again  to  the  eoBsidera- 
tion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Stark,  an 
amendment  having  been  heretofore  agreed  to,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Ticbbnob,  to  change  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pension  from  the  4th  of  July, 
1817,  to  the  16th  of  August,  (the  anniTersary  of 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  in  which  General  Surk 
so  greatly  sigpalizeo  himself,)  and  the  question 
was  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Robbbtb  commenced  a  brief  debate  on 
the  bill,  by  objecting  to  its  passage,  though  under 
the  highest  sense  of  General  Stark's  merits,  oo 
the  general  ground  of  being  adverse  to  a  system 
of  pensions,  when  not  junifled  by  disability  in- 
curred in  the  public  service;  that,  if  a  pensiion 
were  granted  in  this  case,  the  same  argument 
would  justifjr  pensions  in  numerous  other  cases; 
and  because,  in  this  instance,  the  relief  was  not 
solicited  by  General  Stark  himself,  bat  by  oihers 
for  him. 

Mr.  Fbombntir  replied  to  Mr.  Robbbtb,  aad 
advocated  the  bill  with  much  earnettness,  re- 
marking, in  substance,  that  he  would  act  on  this 
single  case,  without  extending  bis  views  to  other 
possible  cases  to  which  his  attention  was  not 
called;  that  the  very  silence  of  General  Stark 
was  the  most  eloquent  appeal  he  could  possibly 
make  for  support,  because  age  and  infirmity  had 
rendered  him  incapable  of  making  bis  own  peti- 
tion; that,  on  the  score  of  expense,  there  was  lit- 
tle to  apprehend  on  that  account ;  for,  ao  far  from 
the  probability  that  General  Stark  would  be  a 
burden  to  the  Treasury,  there  was  danger  that, 
ere  the  present  bill  could  receive  the  approbation 
necessarv  to  make  it  a  law,  the  object  of  it  (now 
ninety  odd  years  of  age)  would  have  descended  to 
the  tomb,  as  was  almost  the  fact  in  the  case  of 
General  St.  Clair,  who  did  not  enjoy  his  pension 
more  than  three  months,  when  he  became  a  ten- 
ant of  the  grave. 

Mr.  Kino  rose  merely  to  remark  that,  if  the 
Senate  were  composed  altogether  of  men  of  his 
age,  he  believed  there  would  not  be  a  dissenting 
voice  heard  against  the  bill ;  because  they  would 
all  have  then,  as  he  had,  personal  recollection  of 
the  singular  and  extraordinary  Revolutionary  ser* 
vices  of  General  Stark*  Mr.  K.  mentioned,  as 
particular  examples,  the  unrivalled  conduct  and 
services  of  General  Stark  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill ;  his  subsequent  success  in  arresting  the  tri* 
umphant  progress  of  Burgoyoe ;  the  feelings  of 
joy  and  encouragement  in  the  cause,  which  were 
diffused  throughout  all  the  northern  section  of 
the  Sutes,  by  the  achievements  and  success  of 
Stark,  and  which,  if  every  member  were  oU 
enough  to  remember,  as  he  did,  there  would,  hi 
repeated,  be  not  a  soliury  objection  to  this  bilL 

Mr.  Smitb  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
He  argued,  in  reply  to  its  advocates,  that,  if  Ged 
eral  Stark  was  so  near  his  end  as  was  represented 
there  was  the  less  necessity  for  this  bill,  becausi 
he  could  not  live  to  enjoy  it,  and  the  doctrine  wal 
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long  sioee  exploded  tbata  Dan  kad  use  for  ononef 
after  his  deeeBse^-paraage-moBey  was  no  longer 
deemed  neeessmry.  If  it  was  for  relief,  it  was  an* 
necessary;  bat,  if  it  was  intended  as  a  eompli* 
ment,  that  was  another  gaestion.  In  either  Tiew 
he  was  opposed  to  it.  Mr.  S.  denied  the  power 
of  giWng  pensions  for  the  purpose  of  distinction, 
and  he  had  therefore  nerer  giren  his  assent  to 
any  pension  not  preriously  provided  for  by  law. 
He  did  by  bo  means  deny  the  great  merits  of 
General  Stark ;  but  this  being  another  case  in 
the  improper  system  of  pensions,  now  beeomiaff 
eommoD,  he  was  opposed  lo  it,  and  hoped  it  would 
not  pass. 

Mr*  MoREii«  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
some  of  the  obaerYatioas  made  by  gentlemen  on 
this  sabject,  nrhea  before  under  consideration, 
and  added  a  few  words  on  the  uncommon  merits 
of  Gteoeral  Stark — briefly  noticing  his  gallant 
conduct  at  Bunker  Hill,  at  Bennington,  at  Tren- 
ton, at  Prineetou,  ^.,  adducing  the  roluntary 
letters  of  compliment  from  Mr*  Jefferson  and  Mr. 
Madison,  respeetifely,  on  their  succeeding  to  the 
Presidency,  and  concluded  hj  saying,  that  if  merit 
was  to  be  esiioiated  by  serTices  rendered  to  one's 
country,  there  was  none  so  deserfiog  as  the  vet- 
eran hero  the  Seaate  was  now  called  on  to  reliere 
from  penury]. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

Teas— Menrs.  Borrill,  Crittenden,  Dicksnon,  Ea- 
ton, Edwards,  Forsyth,  Fromenlin,  Gaillsrd,  Hoissy, 
Hnnter,  Johmoa,  Kmgt  Lssks,  MsUsn,  Mooil,  Mor- 
row, Otas«  Palmor,  Rnnlas,  Banlerd,  Slokes,  Storsr, 
Tsibot,  Taylor,  Tbomsib  Tichsnor,  WiiKanis  of  Mis- 
aassippi,  Williains  of  TsansMes,  and  Wilson — S9. 

mTs— Mcwrs.  Eppcs,  Laoock,  Maoon,  NoUs,  Rob- 
erts, and  South — 9* 


TBUR0DAT,  December  17. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
representatives  oftbe  Yearly  Meetioff  of  Friends, 
held  in  Baltimore,  for  the  Western  Shore  of  Ma- 
ryland,and  the  adjacent  parts  of  PenosylraDia 
and  Virginia,  respectiDff  the  Indian  tribes  border- 
ing on  the  western  and  northwestern  frontiers  of 
the  CJniied  States;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred* 

Mr.  BppRa,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Goddard,  and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship 
Ariadne,  and  her  cargo,  made  a  report,  accompa* 
nied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition ought  twt  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  BuRRiLLi,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Ltegislative  Council  of  Alabama,  prayiog  for 
certain  amendments  in  the  judicial  system,  made 

a  r«Pp<'^9  ^^'^  ^'  ^^^'®  ^A>  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Territory  of  Alabama  would,  within  a  short 
period,  be  received  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the 
States,  it  was  unnecessary  for  Congresi,  at  the 
present  session,  to  make  any  changes  in  the  or- 


ganization or  location  of  their  courts ;  which  re* 
port  was  read* 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
billj  prescribing  the  mode  of  commeociog,  prose- 
cuting, and  deciding  controversies,  between  two 
or  more  States ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  the  re- 
ceiver and  register  of  the  land  office  at  Honts- 
ville,  in  Alabama  Territory,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  **An 
act  for  changing  the  compensation  of  the  receiv- 
ers and  registers  of  the  laq^  offices,"  and  that  it 
may  be  so  altered,  as  to  allow  them  sufficient 
compensation  for  tneir  services;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  "that  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  consider  and 
report  what  provisions  may  be  proper  for  obtain- 
ing more  accurate  statements  of  the  annual  ez- 
poru  and  Imports  of  the  United  States;"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  further  to 
saspeno,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  requesting  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  copies  of  cer- 
tain documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war ;  and 
the  same  having  been  modified,  was  agreed  to  aa 
follows : 

Bemdved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  cop- 
ies of  the  correspondence  between  this  and  the 
Qovernment  of  Spain,  and  of  her  officers  with 
the  officers  of  this  Government,  in  relation  to  the 
Seminole  war,  and  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot, 
and  Armbrister,  with  the  orders  which  author- 
ized Major  General  Jackson  to  advance  into 
Florida ;  also,  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  Major  Qeoeral  Jack- 
son, on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  Che- 
haw  village,  and  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wright, 
on  that  occasion,  with  Qorernor  nabun's  cor- 
respondence, or  such  parts  thereof,  as  may  be 
communicated  with  a  view  to  public  safety. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  IjOuIs  and  Antoine 
Dequindre,  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  extend,  for  a  further 
term  of  five  years,  the  pensions  heretofore  granted 
to  the  widows  and  orphaiu  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  died,  or  were  killed,  in  the  late  war;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch  o£  the 
Potomac,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streeu 
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cast,  in  the  City  of  Washington ;"  a  WH,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish ;"  and 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
H.  Harper ;"  in  which  bills  they  reqnest  the  cota- 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  fonr  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading*/ 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
snbject  of  the  public  printing,  made  a  report,  Ac- 
companied by  the  following  resolution : 

Baohed,  That,  when  any  printing  is  done  by  vir- 
tue of  a  joint  rule  or  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes,  and  when  ordered  by  either  House, 
the  Secretary  and  Clerk,  respectively,  be  authorised  and 
required  to  employ  such  printer  or  printers  as  will  most 
expedite  its  execution,  atd  allow  him  or  them  the  same 
mces  now  allowed  to  the  printer  employed  by  the  said 
Secretary  and  Clerk,  giving  the  latter  the  preference, 
when  it  shall  be  practicable  fyt  him  to  execute  and 
deliver  it  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  by  any  other  prittt* 
er  or  printers. 

The  report  and  resolutionwere  r^ad,  and  agreed 
to. 


Fbidat,  December  18. 
The  President  communicated  the  petition  of 
the  "Saint  Andrew's  Society  of  the  citr  of 
Charleston,''  in   the   Stit^  of  South  Carolina, 

S raying  the  recoission  of  duties  on  a  set  of  chan- 
tliers  imported  for  the  use  of  said  society;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  anti  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committ^  to  whoOi  the 
subject  was  refferred,  repoifted  a  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  goternmeni,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  Stat^  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States;  and  the  bill 
Was  T^ad,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  offer  a 
resolution.  He  observed  that  the  resolution  he 
Was  about  to  submit  required  a  few  words  of  ex- 
planation. The  traffic  in  slaves  and  servants  of 
color  bad  been  carried  on  to  considerable  extent 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  and,  under  color 
of  this  traffic,  it  was  belieted  many  free  persons, 
or  who  were  soon  to  become  free,  had  been  con- 
signed to  slatery  for  life.  The  Legislature  df 
New  Jersey,  at  its  late  session,  had  unanimauriy 

Jiassed  a  law  to  prevent  this  traffic;  but  it  was 
eared  this  taw  could  not  be  carried  into  complete 
^Ifect,  without  the  co-operation  of  the  revenue 
officers  of  the  United  States,  authorized  by  an  act 
of  Congress^  The  Legislature  had  therefore  in- 
structed their  Senators,  and  requested  their  Rep- 
resentatives  in-  Congress,  to  use  their  endeavors 
to  procure  the  passing  of  an  act  to  prevent  the 
tran^rtation  of  slaves,  oi^  servants  or  color,  from 
any  State  to  any  other  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  cases  where^  by  the  laws  of  such  State,  such 
transportation  is  prohibited.  In  conformity  with 
these  instructions,  as  well  as  agreeably  to  bis  own 
feelings  and  principles,  he  therefore  begged  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution : 


Het^JM;  That  the  csBmltiee  on  tbe  sobfect  of  tha 
slave  trade  t>s  instraeled  ts  iB^ire  into  the  expedt- 
ency  of  making  providoiH  by  law,  "  to  prevent  the 
transportotson  of  slaves,  or  aeivsiits  of  color,  from  vbj 
one  Stale  to  any  other  past  of  the  United  States,  in 
cases  wheie,  bjr  the  laws  of  such  Stats,  saeh  traa^or^ 
tation  is  proliibited*" 

Mr.  MoREiL  submitted  the  foHoIri^  motion 
for  coEsictoratioft : 

Ruehtd,  That  the  OommitMs  Ibr  the  District  sf 
Columbia  be  requssted  to  istquhrS  iuto  ills  sxpediso^ 
of  BakiBg  some  further  proviaio%  by  law,  fee  psavea^ 
iBg  end  extingusfaiBg  ,/Cpes,  which  may  hs^psn  in 
this  dty. 

The  Senate  reramed  the  consideratioo  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instant,  for  refbrrlog  to  a  select 
committee  the  Message  froes  the  President,  and 
docussentS;  relative  to  the  Seaaiaole  war ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mt.  Eatoh,  the  same  having  been 
amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

BesolmL,  That  the  Message  of  the  President, 
and  documents,  illative  to  the  Seminole  war.  be 
referi^d  to  a  select  committee,  who  shail  have 
autfacfrlty^  if  necessary,  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers:  that  said  committee  inquire  relative  to 
the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops  iato 
West  Florida ;  whether  the  officere  in  commaad 
at  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  were  amenable  toy 
and  under  the  control  of  Spain  ;  and,  particular- 
ly) what  cireasBstatfoes  nisttd,  to  authoriae  or 
justify  the  Commanding  General  in  taking  pos- 
session of  those  posts. 

Mes^rsi  Lao^cc^  BatoI^,  Poaarf  b,  Kiira.  and 
BurrA^,  #eiwappbi«te4  thec^namttle^ 

Th^  bttl  efititM  **Ata  «ot  to  exeand,  for  a  fur^ 
thet  tertti^yf  f^ie  yeats,  the  pensions  h^efofMe 
granted  to' the  wid<$wsasd  orpbsiiM  of  the  officers 
an^  soldiers  who  died,  or  were  kiKed,  in  th^  late 
war,"  was  read  the  second  time;  atM  deferred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  *^  An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  of  the  Potocnac,  between  filevenih  and 
Twelfth  streets,  east,  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
was  read  the  second  tiisie;  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  Farish,"  was  read  i\\e  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel H.  Harper,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  to  provide  fbr  the  doe  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State  of 
Illinois,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Bdrrill,  the  bill  having  been  amended. 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  an^ 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
jor Ckneral  John  Stark,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Goddard, 
and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne 
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and  ber  ear^o;  and  tlie  further  coosideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Moodaf  next, 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  fijjf  o  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Hetoiifed,  That  the  CaoDBiiUM  on  PnUis  Lands  bs^ 
snd  hsnbj  are,  instnictsd  to  inqnirt  into  tlis  sapsdi. 
SD^  of  so  altering  the  laws  eonceming  the  sals  A  the 

pnUie  Unda»  that  fiom  and  siler  the day  of  — 

credit  shall  not  be  given  on  such  sales,  bnt  the  public 
lands  shall  be  sold  for  money  only. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Otib,  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Marquaad,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  Newburyport,  praying  additional  compensa* 
tion,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  thereon,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Conmeree  and  Mawifnetures. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  for  tbe  re* 
lief  of  Louts  and  Antoiae  Dequindre;  and  no 
amen^ent  baring  been  made,  tbe  bill  was  re* 
ported  to  tbe  House ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  rtmd  a  third  time» 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday, 


MosnAT,  December  21. 

Mr.  L ACOCK  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  revision 
and  amendment  of  the  act.  entitled  ^*An  act  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  apv  port  or 
place,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  theUoiteo  States, 
from  and  after  tbe  first  day  of  January,  1808  j" 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HuHTfiB  presented  the  memorial  of  Chri»> 
topher  Fowler,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Isumd,  surviving  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
Samoel  Fowler,  deceased,  praying  indemnifica- 
tion for  certain  final  settlement  certificates  as 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lacook  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Higeins,  contractor  for  the  supply  of  rations  to 
the  United  States'  troops,  stationed  within  the 
State  of  Peniuylvaoia.  stating  that  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars  nad  been  illegally  paid  to 
Jared  Irwin,  and  debited  to  him  on  the  books  of 
the  War  Department,  and  praying  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanponn  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Troop,  of  New  York,  who  was  owner  of  a  cer- 
tain ship,  called  the  New  York,  with  her  cargo, 
which  has  been  libelled  and  condemned  as  for- 
feited to  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  the 
non-intercourse  laws,  as  staled  in  the  petition ; 
which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims, 

Mr.  Stoasb  presented  the  petition  of  Abner 
Qreenleaf,  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  Sute  of  New 


Hampshire,  prayine  an  additional  allowance  foe 
brass  and  copper  louodery  and  plumbing  work, 
furnished  for  the  United  States  ship  Washington,, 
built  at  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmoqth,  for  reasona 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AiSairs. 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  tbe  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Oonmiittee  on  the  Public  Landr 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
smending  the  '*  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana 
Territoiy  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government^ 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on 
an  equal  footmg  with  the  original  States/'  ss  to  an* 
thorize  the  Legislatare  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  at  their 
discretion,  to  locate  the  Isnds  granted  to  the  said  Stete, 
for  the  purpose  of  fixing  their^eat  of  gOTemment.  in. 
qusrter  sections  and  fractions.  * 

Mr.  ROBERT0,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimsi 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;"  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adot- 
pbus  Burghart;"  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  King;*'  and  also  the  bill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewisi** 
reported  tbe  same  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  Committee  on  PensionS| 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  widows  of  the  militia  i**  and  also  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  extend,  for  a  further  term 
of  five  years,  the  pensions  heretofore  granted  to  . 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, who  died  or  were  killed  in  the  late  war,** 
reported  the  same  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  biU 
for  the  relief  of  Aquilla  Giles;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  • 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ar- 
nold, made  a  report  accompanfed  by  a  resolution! 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Prssioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending  ti^ 
statements  relating  to  the  internal  duties  and  di- 
rect tax,  required  by  tbe  33d  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  22d  of  July,  1818;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  instructing  tbe 
committee  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by 
law,  to  prevent  the  tri^osporiation  of  slave^  or 
servants  of  color,  from  any  State,  to  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  "  That  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  be  required  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  expediency  of  making  some  further 
provision  by  law,  for  preventing  and  extinguiah- 
ing  fires  in  this  city  ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18lh  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
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expediency  of  altering  the  laws  concerning  the 
sale  of  public  lands ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  goT- 
ernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ; 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
atrncted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons, 
engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  in  ^e  Revolutionary  war,"  approved  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1818,  as  that  lieutenants  of  marines,  acting 
vmder  a  warrant,  shall  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the 
provision  therein  madetfbr  lieutenants  of  the  navy,  act- 
leg  under  a  commission. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Goddard, 
and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne, 
and  her  cargo;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Janu- 
ary next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  H.  Clarke,  a  purser 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  ana,  on  mo- 
lion  by  Mr.  Stobeb,  to  amend  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  so  as  to  read  ^Rewol' 
«ed,  That  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  granted ;" 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and,  after 
debate,  the  further  consideration  thereor  was 
postpoiMd  until  the  first  Monday  in  January 
next.    • 

The  Pbbbident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending  state- 
ments or  the  sales  of  public  lands,  during  the 
year  1817.  and  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year 
1818 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  further  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Virginia, 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountain." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eppes,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  (he  let- 
ter and  proceedings  of  the  dele£ati6n  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Assembly,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Illinois,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine 
Dequindre,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  F.  Hooker;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  directing  the  payment  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by  General  Armstrong,  in 
favor  of  William  Morgan;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Mottrom  Bail ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  regulating  passenger  ships  and 
vessels;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  Alexander 
Montgomery,  deceased ;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  four  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
erect  a  monument  over  the  remains  of  the  late 
General  George  Washington,  where  they  now 
lie:  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


Tuesday,  December  28. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committte  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eniided 
''An  act  authorizing  the  distribution  of  a  sum  of 
money  among  the  representatives  of  Commodore 
Edward  Preble,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
brig  Syren,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  in<)lire  Into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  act,  authorizing  a  State 
constitution  in  Indiana  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March.  1818, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  GoLDBBORouGH  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  Davis,  and  others,  praying  to  be  invested 
with  the  power  to  make  a  turnpike  road  from  the 
City  of  Washington,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  direction  to  Rock- 
ville,  Maryland ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Aquilla  GUes  was 
read  the  seeond  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  passenger 
ships  and  vessels,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery, 
deceased;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Doe- 
tor  Mattrom  Ball,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entided  *'An  act  directing  the  pay* 
ment  of  certain  bills,  drawn  by  General  Ana- 
strong,  in  favor  of  William  Morgan,"  was  read 
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the  aeeofid  time,  ftod  referred  to  the  Comnnittee 
on  Fiaanee. 

The  Seaftte  resamed  the  com ideratioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
Inferred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Arnold ;  and,  oo 
motion  by  Mr.  Bubbili^  the  further  considera* 
tion  thereof  waa  postponed  until  thia  day  three 
weeks. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
siiiacioB  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad* 
mission  of  soeh  Bute  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  Slates;  and  after  pro- 
gress adjourned. 


Wbdmbsdat,  December  23. 

Mr*  RuGOLxa  presented  the  nlemorial  of  the 
representatifes  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, praying  the  adoption  of  measures  foe  the 
eiTilizatioa  and  improvement  of  the  Indians  ^ 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Clarkf  of  York,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  compensation  for  services  rendered  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stipulated  and 
amed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  GoLDaBOROUQB  presented  the  petition  of 
Michael  Hogaa,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing indemnification  for  damages  sustained  oy 
him,  in  eonaeqaenee  of  the  use  and  occupation  of 
a  raloable  house  belonging  to  him,  in  the  village 
of  Utica,  by  a  detachment  of  United  States 
troops,  oo  their  march  from  Buffalo  to  Sackeit's 
Harbor,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  tbe  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Macomb,  io  the  Ter* 
ritory  of  Michigan,  praying  a  delegate  in  Con- 
gress to  represent  said  Territory;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  RuooLBS  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Bell,  of  Ohio,  praying  the  confirmation  of  his 
title  to  a  piece  of  laad  therein  described ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  measace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Renner,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath;"  and  also  a 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  t^  United  Slates,  for 
the  year  1819  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  tv^o  bills  last  mentioned  t^ere  read,  and 
passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  OoLDSBOBouoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  w^bom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Peter  Laeoste,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolotion,    that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 


withdraw  his  petition.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re« 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Jones, 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secona 
reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Ruohtdt  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
iiutrueted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  granting 
by  law,  to  the  State  of  Missisaippi,  certain  portions  of 
the  public  lands,  for  the  seat  of  Gavemmeat,  and  for 
the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning  within  the  aaid 
SUte. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jobnson,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  N.  Aroory,  and  others,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  they  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  <;ommencing, 
prosecuting,  and  deciding  controversies,  between 
two  or  more  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Qovernment,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  convenient  organization  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit 
judges ;  and,  on  motion  bv  Mr.  Magob,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
suspeno,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Mondajr  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adolphus  Burg- 
hart  ;"  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  King ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
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act  coDceratDg  widows  of  the  militia;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  furthec  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  eonuderation  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  extend  for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  the 
peiisioDS  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  offieere  and  soldiers  who  died,  or 
were  kiHed  in  the  late  war ;"  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lacdck,  the  farther  oonsideraxioa  thereof 
wa*  postfKMiied  te,.aAd  m«de  theoeder  of  the  day 
for,  TueMfty  next;. 

The  Senate  resmnad,  aa  in- Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  disti ibution  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney amoD|^  the  representatives  of  Comanodore 
Edward  Preble,,  and  (he  officers  and  crew  of  the 
brig  Sfyren ;"  aiid  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Aquila  Giles;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
aiade,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  n  third  time. 


«■• 


TauaaDAY,  December  24. 

Mr*  Banford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Society  for  promoting  the  manumis- 
sion of  slaves,  and  for  protecting  such  of  them  as 
have  been,  or  may  be,  liberated ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  ready  and  referred  to  the  committee  oo 
that  subject. 

Mr.  MoERiL  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Merrill,  praving  compensation  for  his  services 
in  the  Kevoftttionary  war ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stakes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  who  were  instrncted 
by  a  resolution  of  the  14th  instant  to  *'  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  cooraensa- 
tion  by  law  allowed  to  the  postmaster  of  £enne- 
bunk,  in  the  District  of  Maine ;"  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient at  this  time  to  increase  the  compensation 
allowed  by  law  to  the  postmaster  at  Kennebunk, 
in  the  District  of  Maine*  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery,  de- 
ceased," reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  makinjp^  appropria- 
tions for  the  snpport  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1819,"  was  read  the  second 
time^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
xv  flairs 

The  bill,  entitled  <^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
niel Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 


expediency  of  granting  by  taw  to  the  State  of 
Mississippi  certain  portions  of  the  public  isnds 
for  certain  purposes ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  preseribing 
the  mode  of  commencing,  proeeoating,  anil  de- 
ciding controversies  between  two  or  more  States; 
and,  on  motion  bv  Mr.  Bdbrill,  the  further  con- 
sideration tbereor  was  poetponed  natil  the  first 
Monday  in  January  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fbr  the  relief 
of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and  the  further  oonaider- 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  information 
relative  to  the  effect  of  an  act  to  suspend  for  a 
limited  time  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  kod^  of  the 
18th  of  April  last,  npon  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury,  and  the  probable  effect,  by  continuing 
in  force  the  act  aforesaid  for  one  year,  idtb  a  con- 
dition "  that,  if  the  purchasers  complete  their 
payments  oa  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  pe- 
riod aforesaid,  interest  shall  only  be  required  on 
the  instalments  doe  from  the  time  that  they  be- 
came due  until  paid.'* 

The  bili  for  the  retief  of  John  Rice  Jones  was 
read  the  second  tine. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aqufla  Giles  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rmort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lacosfe;  an^i  the 
ftirther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senato  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNOAT,  December  28. 

Mr.  QoLuaaonoDGB  presented  the  petitioB  of 
Richard  J.  Jones,  praying  compensation  for  cer- 
tain property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
late  war  with  Qreat  Britain;  and  the  petition 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Laoook,  from  the  Committee  oa  Penaiooa, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read« 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laoooki  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Robertson  for  an  addition  to  bis  peasiott, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideratioa 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  om 
Naval  Affairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laoock,  the  Committee  oa 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Martha  Whitmore,  were  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof;  and  the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  doouaenta. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laooos,  the  Committee  oa 
Pensions,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  iato 
the  propriety  of  granting  a  pension  to  Geoi^re 
Bell,  were  discharged,  from  the  further  oonaidftra- 
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tion  thereof;    Btkd  the  pecittooer  had  leaye  to 
withdraw  his  doeumeDts. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
J.  Azeoa,  a  surgeon  in  the  Rerotationary  army, 

E raying  the  half  pay  and  land,  to  which  he  states 
imselT  to  be  entitled ;  and  the  petition  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob  Wet- 
zeli,  of  Fraaklio  countv,  in  the  Stale  of  Indiana, 
praying  compensation  lor  his  expenses  in  volun- 
tarily opeaiog  a  road  in  said  State ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  KiHo  gave  notice,  that  tomorrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
moel  Ward. 

Mr.  QoLDaaoBOUoBi  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Forrest,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Forrest ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  IbllowiDg  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaaaiDBirr  or  tbb  Uihtbd  Statbb: 

To  iht  Serndt  ofthi  XMUed  SKiO^,- 

In  oompUsnce  with  a  tesohitiDn  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
ITtli  instant,  I  transmit  to  Uist  Hoose  a  repoit  from 
the  Seerstaiy  of  State,  with  the  pq>eri  and  doemaents 

aoconpaByiBg  iC 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

PscBwasa  88,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  retd,  ana  re£erred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  18th  instant,  the  Message  of 
the  President  and  documents  relative  to  the  Sem- 
inole war,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Peter  Ltacoste ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfiSce  and 
Post  BMds,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  eitpediency  of  increasing  the  compensation  by 
law  allowed  to  the-  postmaster  of  'Kennebuok,  in 
the  District  of  Maine ;  and  in  cbncur^ence  there- 
with, resolved,  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time 
to  increase  the  compensation  by  law  allowed  to 
the  postmaster  of  Kennebunk,  in  the  District  of 
Maine. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  to  form  a  con- 
stttationaad  Stiite  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  snob  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
foocitt«  whh  the  original  States ;  and  the  further 
coBsideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB'  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  ConTeotion  for  promoting  the  abolitioa 
of  slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the 
Africaa  race;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
rei^rred. 

The  Senate  reeumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coBsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 


of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  on  moiion  of  Mr. 
RoBBBTB,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coostderatioa  of  the  bill  further  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  lime,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adolpbas  Burgh- 
art  ;"  aodj  on  motion  by  Mr.  Robestb,  the  further 
QonsidaratioB  thereof  was  poatponed  until  the 
second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Seoate  resamedy  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidemtioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  King ;"  and,  on 
moiion  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  further  coinideratioB 
thereof  was  postponed  natil  the  second  Monday 
in  March  nexr. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *''Aa 
aet  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  paased  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonrideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
aet  autnorizing  the  distribution  of  a  sum  of  money 
among  the  representatives  of  Commodore  Edward 
Preble«  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig 
Syren;"  and  the  further  eonsideratioa  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tba 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  erect 
a  monument  over  the  remains  of  the  late  Qeneral 
Qbobob  Wabbinoton,  where  they  now  lie;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Daooett,  the  further  consider 
ration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativea  of 
Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  it  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rice  Jones ;  and  no  amendment  haying 
been  made  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
petition  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  nraying  provisioa 
for  an  equitable  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  as 
purser,  with  the  Navy  Department ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 


TiTBsnAT,  December  29. 
Mr.  RuGGLBB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Frieads 
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in  Ohio,  lodiaoa  and  Illinois,  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  representing 
tiie  condition  of  the  African  race,  and  praying 
amendmenis  to  the  acts  of  Congress  therein  refer- 
red to ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 
Mr.  TicHBNOB  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Petti  bone,  praying  a  renewal  of  a  patent,  issued 
in  the  year  1806,  for  bis  improvements  in  the  art 
of  forming  edge  tools ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  King,  Daoobtt,  and 
TioHBNOR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Eewlvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Navel  Aifidrs  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instmcted  to  inqaire  whether  the 
rules,  regnlations,  and  instnictions  for  the  naval  aer- 
vica  of  the  United  Btatea,  oommunicated  to  the  Senate 
bj  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  90th  of  April 
last,  are  oonibrmable  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  en* 
titled  ''An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for 
establishing  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioneii ;"  and  whether,  or  not,  they 
inconveniently  inteifere  vrith  other  acts  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  Naval  £stabliahment ;  and  how  fiur  they 
may  appear  to  be  expedient ;  and  also  whether  any, 
and  if  any»  what  legislative  provision  may  be  necessary 
to  give  them  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 

The  bill  for  the  felief  of  Joseph  Forrest  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  extend, 
for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  the  pensions  here« 
tofore  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  died,  or  were  killed,  in 
the  late  war ;  and,  on  motion  bj  Mr.  Robbbtb. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  poetponed 
until  Monday  next. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  daV|  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the  w  hole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
widows  of  the  militia ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
RoBBRTB,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  invalid  pensions,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto,  by  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Pensions ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbts. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponeu 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Jones  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Kino  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward  i  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery, 
deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passedt 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  B.  Lewis,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wbdnb8DAT|  Deoember  30* 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  memorial  of  a  Bum- 
ber  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  at 
Carlisle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
an  amendment  of  the  laws  to  prohibit  the  i aspor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  RuGOLBB  presented  the  petition  of  Mark 
and  Conant,  of  Detroit,  praying  reimbursement 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money  advanced  bf  them  to 
promote  the  public  serrice  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  firitain.  as  stated  In  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TtcBBROB  presented  the  memorial  of  Paul 
Beck,  jr.,  and  Thomas  Sparks,  of  the  cttf  of 
Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of  shot,  nraying  an 
additional  duty  on  imported  shot,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Thorn,  a  eitizen  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  praying  the  remission  of  certain  docies 
paid,  and  the  actual  ezpeitse  incurred  by  him  ia 
the  prosecution  of  his  claim,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  GoLOBBOBOUOB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Troop,  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ab- 
ner  Qreenleaf,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner, and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 


lUBohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflkirs  be 
instracted  to  inqnirs  into  the  expediency  of  anthoii- 
aing,  by  law,  the  purchase  of  live  oak  timber,  eoiubla 
for  building  aloops  of  war,  or  other  small  vessels  ne- 
cessary for  the  naval  service. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  29th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs  relative  to  the  rules,  regulations 
and  instructions  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  20ih  of  April  last,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  concurred 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.Lewis.'* 
The  House  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Harold  Smyth ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
<<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;"  a 
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bill.  eotitJed  "Ao  aet  for  the  relief  of  Sampsoo  S. 
Kio^;"  a  bill,  entitled  **Aa  aet  attthoriziDir  the 
election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Miehigan  Terri- 
tory 10  the  Coo|^rew  of  the  United  States,  and 
eitending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of 
said  Territory;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  antborize  the  payment,  in  certain  cases,  on 
accoant  of  Treasury  notes  which  have  been  lost 
or  destroyed  f  la  which  bills  they  request  the 
eoncanence  of  the  Senate. 


Tbubsdat,  December  31. 

On  request,  Mr.  Qoldsborougb  had  leave  to 
withdraw  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Troop,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  Augustus 
Sacket,  praying  compensation  for  certain  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  the  enemv  during  the  late  war 
with  Qreat  Britain  $  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LaAGOCK  presented  the  petition  of  Rees 
HiU,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts; and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Storbb  moTed  to  reconsider  the  yote  on 

Jiostponioff  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill 
or  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  March  next ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  of  the  death  of  the  honor- 
able Gbobob  Muhfobd,  late  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  that  his  funeral  will  take 
place  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Macon. 
Resolved  unanimou^yj  That  the  Senate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  honorable  George  Mum- 
ford,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to- 
morrow morning  at  10  o'clock ;  and  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
they  will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  blank 
crape  rouiA  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


MoNDAy,  January  4, 1819. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Nicholas  Brown  and  Thomas  P. 
Ives,  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read. 

On  motion  oy  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  empowering 
the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  of  the  United  States  in 
steamboats. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  op  tbb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  VmUd  Statea.- 

I  Uy  before  the  Senats  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  Bute,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 


Governor  Rabun,  which  was  not  communicated  on  a 
former  ocoasiott  from  that  departmMit. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Jasuabt  4, 1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  doeumenta 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  18th  of  last  month,  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  and  documents  relative  to 
the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
petition  of  Frederick  C.  Warnaclr,  agent  for  the 
heirs  of  his  uncle  Frederick  C.  Warnack,  de- 
ceased, who  served  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  a 
corpa  of  engineers  in  the  Virginia  line,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war;  and  in  consideration  of  his 
services,  was  entitled  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  six  thousand  acres  of  land,  which 
his  heirs,  being  aliens,  cannot  inherit,  and  pray- 
ing relief  from  Congress;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Robbbts  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing 
in  Philadelphia,  praying  an  amendment  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States;*'  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Harbqn  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Sewall,  praying  compensation  for  a  house  which, 
with  the  furniture  therein,  was  destroyed  bv  the 
enemy  on  their  invasion  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, in  August,  1814,  in  consequence  of  its  having 
been  converted  into  a  military  fortress,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TicHBBOB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Beeohed,  That  the  SecreUiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  the  Senate,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  statement 
of  the  dbctiTe  force  now  composing  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States;  alao,  a  statement  of 
the  different  posts  and  garrisons,  at  and  within  which 
troops  are  stationed,  and  the  actual  number  of  officers, 
non-eommiasioned  officers  and  privates  at  each  post 
and  garrisoA  respectively;  alao,  to  designate  in  aiich 
statement  the  number  of  artillerists,  and  the  number 
and  calibre  of  ordnance,  at  each  of  the  said  posts  and 
garrisons. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
.fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
'  liam  Robertson,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolutioB,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition.    The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  sabmitted  the  folioviog  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reeohedt  That  the  Committee  en  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  surrounding  the  Capitol  Square  with  a  stpne  side 
walk,  of  a  auitable  width  for  foot  passengers,  and  hav- 
ing the  same  completed  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress. 

The  five  bills  brought  up  on  the  30th  of  last 
month  for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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motion  made  on  the  81st  of  last  montli)  to  re- 
consider the  vote  of  the  Senate  on  postpooing 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  F.  Hooker  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  March  next;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Goddard, 
and  others;  and  the  further  cooeideratton  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Thursday  nfxt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ireport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
VBs  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lacoste;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr*  Fromeiitim,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday, 
the  18ih  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considera.tion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Ii.  Clarke,  a 
Purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  and 
-the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to*monrow. 

The  Senate  resuoed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiiirs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Abner  Qreen- 
leaf;  and  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  pvayer  of  the 
petitioDer,  ana  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hill -petition. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  Repreaeniatives  in 
the  Congtfess  of  the  United  States;  and,  on 
.motion  by  Mr.  Tai^ot,  the  further  eooaidera- 
tioji  thereof  was  peetpooed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

ORGAPIUATION  OF  TH£  C0UBT8. 

The  Senate  resuased,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biH  to  provide 
for  the  more  convenient  organization  of  the 
conrts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment 
of  circuit  judges;  and,  the  question  recurring  on 
the  following  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Bar- 
boor: 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  com* 
mittee  that  brought  it  in,  with  instmcttons  so  to 
amend  it  u  to  abolish  the  circuit  courts,  wad  transfer 
their  jurisdiction  to  the  district  courts,  to  authorise  an 
Mipeal  diieetly  firom  such  courts,  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  enlarge  the  right  of  appeal,  by  reducing 
the  amount  on  which  the  right  nay  be  exercised." 

Mr.  Barboor  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  President :  I  entirely^  agree  with  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  that  a  change  in  our  judicial  system 
is  necessary:  so  far,  at  least,  as  will  relieve  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  traversing 
the  widely  extended  territory  of  the  United 
States.  The  truth  is.  we  require  of  them  to  per- 
form duties  which  are  highly  incompatible.  In 
a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  we  look  for  a 


capacity  and  a  ehmraeter  which  belong  only  to 
one  advanced  in  life ;  and  vet  we  esactaaervice 
of  some  of  them  at  least,  which  c&n  be  performed 
only  bv  youth  and  a  robust  constitution.  For 
example,  we  require  a  judge  to  traverse  the  States 
of  Ohjo,  and  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  twice  a 
year,  and  his  attendance  also  at  Washington  in 
the  depth  of  Winter.  The  hiatot y  of  the  appoint- 
menu  to  that  high  station  will  justify  me  in  the 
above  remark,  viz.,  that  noAe  but  men  conaidet- 
ably  advanced  in  life  have  received  the  appoint- 
ment; and  we  are,  therefore,  justifiable  in  con- 
cluding, that  none  others  will  be  appointed.  If, 
which  is  also  a  fair  calcntatioo,  they  should  con- 
tin  ne  on  the  bench  til!  tbe^  become  infirm,  the 
incompatibility  of  their  duties  will  become  the 
more  palpable,  bv  their  utter  incapacity  to  per- 
form them.  In  audition  to  this  difficulty,  I  would 
suggest  another,  that,  even  now,  we  are  told  they 
are  compiled  to  adjourn  the  Supreme  Court  be- 
fore the  business  is  disposed  of,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  their  respective  circuits.  Thus  their 
docket,  instead  of  dimintshing,  conthraally  in- 
creases :  an  evil  of  no  ordinary  maffuttade ;  for 
all  experience  evinees  that  a  tardy  adminbtratioB 
of  justice  aggravates  litigation. 

To  remedy  this  serious  inconvenience,  not  to 
say  great  evil,  is  an  object  deserving  of  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress.  But,  in  the  attempt,  let  us  not 
produce  a  greater :  let  us  not  subject  ourselves 
to  an  alarming  increase  of  judges  and  the  conse- 
quent expense,  which  the  bin,  if  it  pass,  must 
produce.  The  course  I  haTe  had  the  honor  of 
proposing  will  remedy  the  one  eril,  and  avoid 
the  other.  By  my  plan,  I  confine  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  the  duties  of  that  conn 
exclusivel}r ;  and,  by  preserTin^  the  districts,  a 
federal  jurisdiction  is  carried,  without  inconveni- 
ence to  the  judge,  and  without  expense  to  the 
Government,  to  every  State ;  and,  where  large, 
to  difierent  districts  in  the  same  State.  As,  for 
instance,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia— it  being  now  proposed  to 
divide  Virginia.  It  has  been  objected  to  mr  plan, 
that,  from  the  duties  of  the  judge  of  the  district 
court,  he  should  always  be  at  the  place  of  hold- 
ing his  court.  The  answer  to  that  objection  is 
readily  furnished,  by  thelaet.  thathe  does  not  now 
even  reside  at  the  place  ol  boldiog  his  courL 
The  truth  is,  that,  in  some  of  the  States,  they 
hold  their  courts  at  difierent  places;  and,  besides, 
are  co-ordinate  members  of  the  circuit  court;  so 
that,  in  f  iving  them  circuit  iorisdiction,  the  only 
change  in  the  system  would  be,  to  deprive  them 
of  the  aid  of  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Besides,  when  called  on  to  act  judicially,  the  case 
being  always  on  record,  though  he  should  not  be 
present,  yet  the  facility  and  rapidity  of  communi* 
cation  by  mail  removes,  if  not  time,  at  least  space, 
and,  in  effect,  gives  him  the  attribute  of  ubiquity. 
It  is  objected,  that  the  judges  of  the  district 
court  were  appointed  with  no  view  to  the  im* 
poriant  duties  which  this  bill  devolves  upon  them, 
and,  therefore,  that  they  are  incompetent.  In  the 
first  place,  the  fact  is  not  true ;  because  they  were 
at  all  times  associate  judges  of  the  circuit  court, 
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mnd  b»d  liereloANre  the  precise  doties  to  perform 
tiiat  will  be  now  astigned  them.    And,  secondly, 
I  deny  tbeir  Incompetency ;  for,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends^  whicb  I  am  free  to  admit  is 
limited  to  Vtrgisia,  the  gentleman  who  holds  that 
station  tbeie  ranks,  in  point  of  reputation,  with 
the  most  distiD^uisbed  legal  characters  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.    It  is  said,  howerer,  that  it  is  too  high 
a  trnst  le  devolve  on  a  single  jadge  the  cognizance 
of  criminal  trials  inrolTing  capital  punishments. 
Sir,  on  that  subject,  I  at  least  can  have  no  appre* 
beosion ;  bceaase,  in  Virginia,  the  criminal  justice 
of  the  whole  Stale  is  admtntsiered  -by  a  single 
jadge  to  each  criminal  «ourt.    This  has  been  the 
case  for  a  number  of  years ;  and  yet  I  hare  never 
heard,  in  a  solitary  instance,  of  even  a  murmur 
of  ceaplaiiit  that  any  man  has  been  improperly 
paniBfaed.   The  fact  is,  in  criarinal  trials  in  this 
eouBtry,  the  jodge  rather  sits  to  preserve  order 
than  to  take  part  in  the  trial.    The  great  security 
of  ianeeeaee,  without  meaning  any  disparage- 
meat  of  the  judges,  is  to  be  found  in  the  gruid 
jury  and  the  jury  of  the  vieioagc.    The  latter,  I 
UATe  ever  t^aught^andinaBdont  of  this  place 
have  deebired  it,  the  happiest  effort  of  the  human 
mind ;  and  that  to  this  instttutioai  and  a  finee  aad 
enlighteoed  press,  under  Providence,  would  our 
liberty  be  iuffebted  for  the  immoctality  of  its  da- 
ratimi.    Far  from  regretting  the  extinction  of 
the  circuit  courts,  I  doubt  whether  it  will  not  be 
an  advantage.    You  rid  suitors  of  the  uecessiiy 
of  multiplied  appeals.    In  the  event  of  a  ease  of 
great  importance,  and  of  a  doubtful  nature,  the 
unsuccessful  party  will  be  as  little  satisfied  with 
the  judgmeot  of  the  circuit  court  as  of  the  dis* 
trict  court.     They  will  be  content  only  with  the 
decision  of  the  court  of  the  last  resort ;  and  going 
through  the  circuit  will  be  attended  with  no  other 
cooseqoenee  than  a  loss  of  time  and  an  accurou* 
latioQ  of  coets.    The  very  right  to  appeal  will, 
most  generally^  supersede  the  necessity  of  resort* 
ing  to  it.     The  judge, should  such  a  monster  ever 
appear  on  our  beach,  who  would  be  otherwise 
corruptly  disposed,  would  lose  all  temptation  to 
commit  tBi(|uityyas  the  rod  of  oovreetion,  through 
the  right  ot  apoeal,  would  be  continually  bran- 
dished  over  his  head  ;  and  a  remedy,  by  this  right, 
at  ail  times  within  reach  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
Sir,  JB  a  measure  so  important  as  this,  it  behooves 
Congress  to  advance  with  extreme  caution  and 
eireamapeeiion.    This  scene  has  already  been 
acted   in  the  United  States.    The  sixteen,  by 
some  called  the  midaiffht  judges,  were  created 
only  to  be  destroyed,    what  a  spectacle  are  we 
about  to  exhibit  to  the  people  of  the  United  States! 
Your  predecessors  in  power,  some  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  past,  made  a  similar  experiment  j 
dinering  in  nothing  from  this  except  la  extent; 
and  if  this  should  obtain,  in  a  few  revolvio^  years 
we  need  have  no  cause  to  doqbt  but  that,  id  this 
regards  the  resemblance  will  be  complete.    What 
was  the  result?    The  people  spoke  out;  and,  in 
defiance  of  the  charge  that  the  repeal  of  the  law 
^^s  unconstiiutiooalyand  in  defiance  of  the  threats 
of  one  State,  Deiaware.  of  its  high  displeasure  at 
your  proceedings,  the  kw,  and  the  judges  with 


it,  passed  away.  This  took  place  in  the  oom- 
meocement  of  your  career,  when  you  reflected  the 
image  of  the  public  sentiment.  If  now  you  re- 
vive the  system  then  so  strongly  reprobated,  and 
for  whose  destruction  you  received  such  deserved 
commendation,  what  will  be  said  of  you  1  That 
yon  were  dissatisfied,  not  with  the  law  itself,  nor 
yet  the  offices  which  it  created,  but  because  you 
were  excluded  from  all  participation  in  the  bene- 
fits thereof. 

Although  I  readily  and  cheerfully  exempt  every 
gentleman  here  from  .any  such  motive,  yet  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  apology  can  be  assigned 
for  this  capricious  and  changeful  course.  Is  it 
pretended,  sir,  that  the  business  in  these  courts 
n  mean  the  circuit V  has  ioereased?  I  .aflirm, 
irom  all  that  I  have  heard,  (for  I  am  do  lawyer,) 
that  it  has  diminished.  It  vb  true.  sir.  that  duriiig 
our  restrictive  system,  when  disloyalty  and  cua- 
ning  sought  to  elude  and  destroy  its  salutary 
effects,  the  business  of  these  courts  might  hare 
iucreased ;  but,  upon  the  restoiation  of  peace,  and 
the  reHfstablialmieot  of  oar  aceustomed  relatiaas, 
this  soueee  of  iiti^tion  dried  up,  and  business 
everywhere  diminished,  except  in  the  two  States 
of  fijentacky  and  Tennessee,  which  will  be  here- 
after satisfactorily  aceoaated  for.  If  this  be  aet 
a  correct  statement  of  the  fact,  let  it  be  eorreeted 
by  those  who  are  better  advised.  But,  sir,  is  it 
not  a  little  remarkable,  when  so  great  a  change 
as  the  present  u  proposed,  we  have  been  furnished 
with  no  official  documenu  (the  dockets  of  the 
respective  courts,  for  instance)  to  ascertain  to  us 
the  extent  of  the  business  therein  depending,  so 
that  we  might  have  something  sure  to  stand  on? 
I  am,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  contend,  till  the  con- 
trary appears,  and  bv  evidence  of  record^  that  the 
business  has  diminished,  with  the  oxeeption  alone 
of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  The  sute  of  the 
business  there  results  from  causes  peculiar  to 
those  two  Sutes.  The  suits  dcpeuaiog  in  the 
courts  of  those  States,  said  lo  amount  lo  several 
hundred,  result  from  conflicting  bind  claims.  The 
States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  of  which 
they  were  once  parts,  in  the  disposition  oi  their 
waste  lands,  permitted  a  mode  of  Mpropriatian 
which  not  nnfrequentiy  produced  from  two  to 
ten  (perhajM  more)  claims  for  the  same  portion 
of  soil— as  it  granted  to  every  applioaat  a  patent, 
if  its  emanation  were  hot  contested.  To  adjust 
these  conflicting  claims,  is  the  great  source  of 
litigation  in  tiM  courts  of  those  States.  But, 
thanks  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  Congress,  re- 
sulting from  the  experieace,  and  warned  by  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  the  coarse  adopted  by 
Yirgiaia  and  North  Carolina,  no  such  result  can 
occar  in  the  States  whose  soil  was  disposed  of 
by  Congress.  Its  division  into  ranges,  townships, 
and  sections)  and  even  quarter  sections,  places  all 
land  claims  upon  the  footing  of  mathematical 
certainty,  and  excludes  the  possibility  of  a  con- 
test between  different  patentees.  How  indefen- 
siblej  therefore,  is  this  plan,  which  goes  to  a  modi- 
fication of  the  whole  judicial  system  of  the  United 
StateS)  by  which  the  number  of  judges  is  most 
unreasonably  increased,  when  it  is  not  pretended 
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that  an  evil  of  the  tame  kind  exists  elsewhere, 
and  when,  by  the  pian  I  propose,  the  remedy  may 
he  spplied  precisely  and  exclusively  to  I  be  evil 
eoroplained  of.  There  is  one  consideration  which 
I  cannot  forbear  to  advert  to,  and  which  1  think 
entitled  to  some,  if  not  to  considerable  weight; 
and  that  is,  if,  upon  experiment,  the  plan  I  pro- 
pose should  prove  defective,  it  may  be  easily 
remedied — on  the  contrary,  should  the  bill,  in  its 
present  shape,  become  a  law,  although  you  should 
find  that  yoiK  new  judges  should  have  little  or 
nothing  to  do,  and  thereby  become  sinecures,  yet 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  are  remedi- 
less; for  I  know  not  by  what  process  you  are  to 
get  clear  of  them. 

In  questions  of  great  importance,  it  will  become 
OS  to  recur  to  just  principles;  and,  where  doubt 
and  difficulty  exist,  to  take  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  origin  of  its  existence,  as  our 
Side.  Sir,  the  Federal  Government  owes  iis 
th  to  purposes  exclusively  international.  The 
States  designed  to  retain  to  themselves  whatever 
was  internal  or  manicipaL  The  Federal  courts, 
in  their  jurisdiction,  should  be  limited  to  the  just 
•pirit  of  the  Constitution— -to  subjects  externtl 
or  foreign  in  their  nature,  while  the  State  courts 
should  exercise  unlimited  jurisdiction  upon  all 
other  subjects.  I  would,  therefore,  erect  no  fede- 
ral court  but  what  was  aosolutely  necessary :  such 
I  consider  the  supreme  and  district  courts — the 
circuit  courts  are  not*  I  do  not  like  the  policy  of 
erecting  federal  tribunals,  not  necessarily  called 
for,  but  whose  effect  will  be  to  draw  off  subjecu 
of  legislation  from  the  State  courts,  where  they 
ought  to  be  adjudicated. 

virhen  we  advert  to^  the  progress  of  the  courts 
in  the  country  to  which  we  generally  refer  for 
lessons  of  experience,  it  is  not  an  idle  apprehension 
we  express,  when  we  say  we  are  fearful  lest  these 
federal  tribunals  will  go  on,  gradually,  to  draw 
within  their  cognizance,  by  fictions,  which  they 
so  easily  glide  into,  the  whole  range  of  judicial 
authority.  The  courts  of  the  States,  being  aban- 
doned, will  be  considered  as  an  unnecessary  bur- 
den, and  their  entire  extinction  will  be  an  easy 
and  natural  death.  Comparing  great  things  with 
small,  permit  me  to  say,  the  very  consequence 
against  which  I  am  warning  you,  is  alreadjr  occur- 
ring in  Virginia.  The  countj  couru  in  that 
State,  were  long  the  favorite  object  of  our  policy. 
I  thought  them,  and  still  think  them,  the  bnt 
part  of  our  judicial  system.  The  persons  who 
compose  those  courts,  are  our  most  respectable 
citizens ;  they  serve  without  any  reward ;  their 
motive  i^  disinterested  patriotism,  and  may,  with- 
out a  figure,  he  called  the  salt  of  the  land ;  their 
jurisdiction,  both  in  common  law  cases  and  in 
equity,  was  unlimited.  Some  few  years  since, 
hbwever,  a  superior  court,  composed  of  one  judge 
of  the  general  court,  was  sent  to  every  county; 
and  1  learn,  and  it  is  with  deep  regret,  that  a  policy 
has  been  uniformly  pursued  since,  to  give  these 
superior  courts  something  to  do,  by  contioually 
encroaching  on  the  county  courts;  or,  by  some 
means  or  other,  withdrawing  the  business  from 
the  county  courts— while  chancery  courts  are  ex- 


tending themselTes  in  every  direction,  so  as  to 
absorb  the  whole  of  their  equitable  jnrtadiction. 
It  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretel  the  prob- 
able result.  The  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizen 
will  withdraw  himself  from  so  humble  a  situation 
— and,their  authority  falling  into  unworthy  hands, 
they  will  become  contemptible,  and  hence  loss 
all  value.  And  such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  progress 
of  the  Federal  courts  in  relation  tq  the  State 
courts.  The  old  adage,  that  the  l>ig  fish  eat  the 
little  ones,  will  apply  with  as  much  force  to  the 
moral  as  the  physical  world.  In  fine,  the  result 
of  my  best  reflections  upon  this  interesting  sub- 
ject, IS,  that  we  are  bound  to  reject  this  bill,  whe- 
ther we  are  governed  by  a  regard  to  economy 
or  policy.  We  are  called  upon,  by  the  bill,  to 
muliiply  judges,  while  their  iMuriness  is  diminish- 
ing, except  in  a  small  portion  of  the  United  Statei, 
where  causes  of  a  peculiar  kind  have  existed,  but 
from  their  nature  are  transient,  and  in  so  far  to 
violate  every  consideration  of  economy,  which, 
in  the  consideration  of  this  question,  is  entitled  to 
particular  regard,  as  our  judicial  system  is  the 
most  expensiTe  in  the  world,  not  excepting  Bng- 
laud,  whose  prodi^piiity  is  proverbial :  it  results, 
in  part  from  our  singular  Gbvemment— the  ne- 
cessity of  keeping  up  two  distinct  systems.  If  we 
comprehend  the  justices  of  the  peace,  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the  general  court,  of 
the  court  of  appeals,  of  the  judges  in  chancery, 
in  the  States,  and  our  district  and  supreme  judges, 
in  the  Federal  courts,  we  may  fairly  set  down 
the  number  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  per- 
sons, who  are  engaged  in  dispensing  justice  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Add  to  this,  though 
not  entirely  relevant  to  the  question,  that  we  have 
this  day  not  less  than  three  thousand  legislators 
engaged  in  framing  laws  for  their  government, 
and  the  host  of  Executive  officers,  from  the  Pre- 
sident down  to  the  lowest  Bxecutive  subultera, 
and  we  are  presented  with  a  number  of  public  of- 
ficers, that  is  truly  prodigious.  It  is  not  only  the 
money  they  cost  us— a  subject,  however,  of  seri- 
ous amount — but  it  is  the  diversion  of  such  a  mass 
of  intelligence  from  productive  and  beneficial  pur- 
suits, that  constitutes,  with  me,  the  greatest  ob- 
jection. To  limit  the  number  as  much  as  is  prac- 
ticable, is  therefore  desirable.  But,  in  point  of 
policy,  the  objection  to  this  bill,  in  iu  present 
form,  rests  on  considerations  still  more  important : 
it  is  protruding  the  sphere  of  Federal  authority 
so  as  to  infringe  on  that  of  the  States;  the  sequel 
of  which  collision,  according  to  the  universal  law 
to  which  all  human  things  are  subject,  must  be 
the  injury  of  the  latter,  as  being  the  weaker. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  the  question 
was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  11,  nays 
23,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dickarson,  Laooek,  Mft- 
eon,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Smithy  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
and  WiUisms  of  Mississippi 

Nats— Messrs.  Barrill,  Daggett,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Fromentin,  Oaillsrd,  Ooldsborongh,  Bortej,  Hunter, 
Johnson,  King,  Leake,  MeUen,  Morril,  Morrow,  Otis, 
Pslmer,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tichenor,  Van  Dvke, 
and  Williams  of  Ter ^ 
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Mr.  GouisBOKOuoa,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  Co  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Troop,  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  ac- 
eompanied  by  a  resolatioo,  that  the  petitioner 
have  leare  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  re- 
port aod  resolntion  were  read. 

Mr.  QoLBBBomouoB  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Presidents  of  the  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
panies of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  the  im- 
prorement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Patap- 
sca  aod  of  the  Chesapeake  hay ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  aBd  Manafactares. 

Mr.  SxiTB  presented  the  petition  of  John 
BaehaBBB,  bbo  Hugh  MiUing^  officers  in  the 
Revolntionary  war,  pra|[inff  grants  of  land  in 
the  Alahama  Territory,  m  ueu  of  those  granted 
them  iB  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  aod  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  lABds. 

The  Pbbbibbbt  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Benjamin  R.  Latrobe,  late  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Boildinip  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
vindication  of  hu  professional  character ;  and  the 
meiDorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee'oo  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Hdiitbb  presented  the  memorill  of  a 
ntunber  of  the  inhabttaotB  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  praying  amendments  to  the  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  iflBportatton  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States ;  aad  the  memorial  was  read}  and  referred. 

Mr.  Sahfobo^  from  the  Commitlee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manuiaetarefl^  to  wbon  ibe  sulyect 
was  refencd,  reported  a  bUl  to  provide  relief  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen}  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  paased  to  the  second  reading* 

On  mettoo  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  Committee  on 
PenaioB8,wbo  were  instrocted  to  inqoire  into 
the  propriety  of  granting  a  peaaion  to  Michael 
BannoB,  were  diaehaigea  from  the  further  coa- 
sideratioo  thereof;  aad  he  had  leave  to  with- 
draw bia  pApecSi 

Mr.  QoLBaBDBOOBB,  from  the  Commiliee  of 
Claima,  to  wbam  was  veferred  the  bill,  entitled 
"^ An  act  for  die  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish," 
reported  the  eame  with  aa  ameBdmeat;  which 
vraa  read. 

Mr.  GoLBBBOBOBBfl,  from  the  saaae  coaamit- 
%ee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entilled  *' An 
act  for  the  relief  of  IXictor  Mattrom  BaU,"  ro- 
fMHied  tlie aaiae  witkan ameBdment* 

Mr.  Otis  gave  BOiice  that  to-monow  he 
afaonld  aak  leave  to  introdnoe  a  bill  to  extead  the 

riedietiOB  of  the  eiranit  eoarta  of  the  United 
tataa  to  caaco  arisisg  oader  the  law  relatiag  to 
pAtents. 

Mr.  MoBBOw,  from  the  Coaimittee  ob  Pnblic 
Jjknds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  MIL  ealitled 
'^Ad  sec  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Harper," 
reported  the  saiae  without  amendment 

Tbe  Pbbbidbbt  eommnaicated  a  letter  from 

the   Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of 

the.  Army  Register  of  this  date,  for  each  member 

of  ilie  Seaaie^  coaformably  to  a  rtaolntion  of  the 

15th  Con.  2d  Ssaa.— 4 
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Senate,  of  December  15,  1815;  and  the  lett« 
was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Harold  Smyth,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment, in  certain  cases,  on  account  of  Treasary 
notes,  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,'^  waa 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com« 
mittee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitle!  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,"  was  read  the  saeoad  tlm^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the 
election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Terri- 
tory to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
extending  the  right  of  suffsage  to  the  citizens  of 
said  Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Leads. 

The  bill,  eniiacd  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Sampson  S.  King,"  was  read  the  second  timc^ 
and  merred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  eoBsider  the  Biotion 
of  the  4th  instant  for  instructing  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Colombia  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  surrounding  the  Capitol  Sqaare 
with  a  stone  side- walk, .for  foot  passengers;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Seaate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  4th  infttaat.  for  information  respecting  the 
Military  Establishment  o(  the  United  Sutes: 
aad  the  same  having  been  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  as  soon  as  may  be^  a  statement  of  the 
effective  force  now  composing  the  Military  Es- 
Ublishment  of  the  United  States:  Also,  a  state- 
ment of  the  different  posts  aAd  garrisons,  at,  and 
within  which,  troops  are  stationed,  and  the  ac- 
tual number  of  officers,  non-commissioned  offi* 
cers,  and  privates,  at  each  post  and  garrison  re- 
spectively :  Also,  to  designate  in  such  statement 
the  number  of  artillerisu,  and  the  number  and 
calibre  of  ordnance,  at  each  of  the  said  poato  and 
garrisons. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jamea  H.  Clarke,  a 
Purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Storbb,  the  resolution 
having  been  amended,  it  was  resolved  that  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reasonablei  and  ought 
to  be  granted,  and  the  Committee  of  Claims  wera 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eoaaider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiavs.  to  woom 
was  refenred  the  petition  of  William  Hoberttea ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  tbe  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  OoLoaBOBouoB)  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  eoa- 
sideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  For- 
rest j  and,  on  hiH  motion,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next,  and 
the  Secreury  of  the  Senate  was  authorized  to 
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famish  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Colam- 
bia  with  the.  papers  filed  therewith,  to  be  used 
in  evidence  io  a  sait  pending  in  said  coort. 

The  Senate  resatned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  more  eooyenient  organization  of  the 
eoarts  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  appointment 
of  circuit  judges;  and,  after  further  progress,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  ao* 
til  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  proclamation,  dated  the 
SSd  of  last  monthi  of  the  Convention  made  and  con- 
cluded at  Madrid,  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
Ihe  United  SUtes  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  on  the 
11th  of  Aagast,  1803 ;  the  ratifications  of  which  were 
not  exchanged  until  the  Slst  ultimo,  together  with 
the  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Spain, 
to  the  Secretarj  of  State. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASKiveTov,  January  4,  1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read. 

The  PRESiDEtfT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  'fifty 
copies  of  the  Naval  Register  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with 
their  resolution  of  the  13th  of  December,  1815 ; 
and  the  letter  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  prescribing 
the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting,  and  de^ 
ciding  controversies  between  two  or  more  States ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  waspostponed  to, and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown  ;"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  together 
with  a  proposed  amendment ;  and,  after  debate, 
|he  Senate  adjourned. 


Wedmeeoat,  January  6. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkinb,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended, and  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Convention  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of 
the  African  race;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Rdqoleb  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
amendments  to  the  laws  to  prohibit  the  importa- 


tion of  slaves  into  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  w^s  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  RnoGLEB  also  presented  the  petition  of  i 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  or  Ohio,  praf> 
ing  an  extension  of  the  time  for  completing  the 
payments  for  public  lands,  purchased  by  ueni, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  wis 
read. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOuoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
ClaimMo  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Whetzell,  made  a  report,  accompanied  bf 
a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

The  Pbebident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Seeretarv  of  the  Treasury,  made  la  obedience 
to  a  resoration  of  the  24th  ultimo,  directing  him 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  information  relative  to 
the  effect  of  an  act  to  suspend,for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeitureof  lands,  of  the  18th  of  April 
last,  upon  the  receipts  into  the  Treaaury,  and  the 
probable  effect  by  continuing  in  force  the  act 
aforesaid  for  one  year,  with  a  certain  condition ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  RoaaLES,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  last  sesaios, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
engagM  in  the  land  and  naval  aervice  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolationary  war;"  so  as 
to  provide  for  a  more  certain  and  uniform  role 
of  uking  testimony,  and  more  effectually  to 
guard  against  abuses  that  nuy  be  committed 
under  the  said  act. 

Mr.  BuBBtLi^  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju* 
diciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  more  efiee- 
tually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certaia 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;  reported  the  same  without  amendmenu 

Mr.  BuBRiLL,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  further  to  extend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  StateS|  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr*  Oxia  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  iotroduce  a  bill  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  coorts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  cases  arising  under  the  law  relating 
to  patents ;  and  the  bill  waa  read,  and  paaaed  te 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eonaider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re* 
ferred  the  petition  of  Juhn  Troop  of  New  York; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  liad 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Seaate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  coa- 
slderatioB  of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea, 
as  it  respects  the  choice  of  filectors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  BABnooa, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postpcmed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
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for  tbe  more  eoaTenieDt  orgtnizfttioa  of  th«  count 
of  tbe  Uohed  Slates,  and  the  appoint  meat  of  cir- 
cuit judges ;  and  the  bill  haWng  been  further 
ameoded,  and  a  motion  being  made  to  recommit 
it  with  instructions,  tbe  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  amendoaent  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Frederick  Brown,"  ha?ing^been 
reported  bj  tbe  committee  eorrecllf  engrossed, 
tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  at  amended,  and 
pa5sed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  tne  Senate  that  tbe  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Medi- 
cal Soeietjr  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ^Aq  act  to  incorporate  tbe  Provident 
Association  of  Clerks  in  the  civil  Department 
of  tbe  Goverament  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Disinci  of  Columbia  |"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
autborizioi^  the  Corporation  or  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, to  open  and  extend  certain  streets  in  said 
city,  ihroogb  a  public  reservation  f  and  a  bill, 
eniiiled  '*Ad  act  to  authorize  tbe  President  ano 
Managers  of  the  Rockville  and  Washington 
Turnpike  Road  Company,  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road  to, 
or  from  tbe  boundarv  of  tbe  City  of  Washington, 
in  tbe  D't%inct  of  Columbia,  through  the  said  Dis- 
trict to  the  lioe  thereof;"  and  sUo  a  resolution 
for  the  distribution  of  Seyberi's  Statistical  An- 
Dsls,  and  directing  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statis- 
tics lo  be  deposited  in  the  library  ;  in  which  bills 
and  resolution  they  request  tbe  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  and  resolution  last  mentioned 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Thursoat,  January  7. 

Mr.  QoLDSBoaotJGB,  from  tbe  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  Higgins,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOUGB,  from  the  same  committee, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  H.  Clark ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOBouoB,  from  the  same  committee, 
Co  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Renner  and  Nathaniel  H. 
Heath,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
-which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dagobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Prottt,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying 
payment  for  certain  property  in  said  city,  as 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
luoibia. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
petition  o[  fiiizabetb  B.  H.  Forsyth,  widow  of 
Colooel  Benjamin  Forsyth,  praying  the  exten- 
sion of  the  term  to  which  the  act  granting  pen- 
sions to  tbe  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  offi- 
cers aad  soldiers  was  limited  \  and  ^he  petition 


was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  om 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BuBRiLi.,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Virginia, 
west  of  the  A ileghao]^  mountain,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures, to  whom  was  referred  tbe  memorial  of 
Nicholas  Brown  and  Thomas  P.  Ives,  of  Provi- 
dence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Burbill,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday,  the  25th . 
instant. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Whetzell;  and,  ia 
concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Gbddard^ 
and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadae 
and  her  cargo;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  2d  of  last  month^  directing  aa 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
by  law  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  made  a  report, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  provision  bf 
law  on  this  subject;  and  tbe  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Washington,  to  open 
and  extend  certain  streets  in  said  city,  through  a 
public  reservation,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  or 
Columbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  and  managers  of  the  Rockville  and 
Washinja;ton  Turnpike  Road  Company,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  extend,  and  make  their 
turnpike  road  to,  or  from  the  boundary  of  ttie 
City  of  Washington  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
through  the  said  District  to  the  line  thereof,"  waa 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States,  to  cases  arising 
under  the  law  relating  to  patents,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  Seybert*s 
Statistics!  Annals,  and  directing  Pitkin's  Com- 
mercisl  Statistics  to  be  deposited  in  the  library, 
wa.s  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Golosbobooob  gave  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  sup- 
plemental to  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  further  to 
amend  tbe  charier  of  the  City  of  Washington." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
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ProTident  Assoctation  of  Clerks  in  the  ciril  De- 
wtmeDt  of  the  Gk>Ternaient  of  the  United  Btntes. 
In  the  District  of  Colombia,"  was  read  the  seeona 
time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon^ 

Mr.  Moanow,  from  the  Committee  on  PoUlc 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  authorizing  the  election  of  a  delegate 
from  the  Michigan  Territory,  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  extendine  the  right  of 
suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  said  Tei'ritory,''  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  dar,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of 
comtnencing,  prosecuting,  and  deciding  contro- 
rersies  between  two  or  more  States;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  BiaBoua,  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COURTS. 

l!^he  Senate  restraied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  proride 
ibr  the  more  conyenient  organisation  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  appointment 
of  circuit  judges;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  mo- 
tion submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  RoasBTa : 

''That  tiie  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  provide,  in  lieu  of 
the  proTinons  of  the  bill,  for  the  appointment  of  two 
additional  district  judges  in  the  Ciutes  of  Kentnd^ 
and  Tennetiee,  who  with  the  district  judges,  now  in 
CMnmission,  shsU  hold  the  drcnit  court  in  those 
'distes  with  the  jurisdiction  those  courts  now  ez- 


Mr.  RoBEBTS  said,  that,  in  the  good  temper 
(which  it  was  not  his  intention  to  disturb)  that 
had  for  some  time  happily  preyailed,  lie  was  at 
first  undecided  as  to  whether  he  should  erentu- 
ally  vote  for  the  bill  or  not.  Seeing  around  him 
so  many  learned  and  experienced  jurists,  he  had 
waited  to  be  enlightened  by  them.  He  found 
they  held  different  opinions,  and  that  it  became 
his  duty  to  decide  tfa  the  best  view  of  the  case 
he  could  obtain.  The  i>roposition  and  argument 
of  his  friend  from  YirgiDia  (Mr.  Babboub)  had 
opened  in  hfs  mind  interesting  views;  and  his 
call  for  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  extension 
of  the  judiciary  establisbment  had  not  been  re- 
sponded to  satisfactorily  by  the  supporters  of  the 
bill.  The  proposition  of  the  committee  haying 
been  matured  to  their  satisfaetion,  his  best  reflec- 
tion had  resulted  In  a  settled  eonyiction  that  it 
ought  not  to  |Miss.  Willing,  howeyer,  to  extend 
to  others  the  mdolgence  the  Congress  hsd  lately 
extetided  to  his  own  State,  be  bad  felt  it  not 
enough  to  object  to  the  bill;  he  had  also  ofi*ered 
a  su»»titute.  On  a  former  day,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  had  intimated, 

Sretty  distinctly,  that  he  understood  the  Repub- 
can  party  to  haye  resorted  to  all  the  measures 
(hey  had  condemned  Id  tbeir  predecessors,  saye 
only  that  they  h^d  not  passed  a  sedition  law.  I 
He  was  glad  the  gentleman  had  not  adjudged  ■ 


them  to  have  yioiated  the  Constitution.  He 
helped  also  the  gentleman  would  hold  them  ac- 
quitted of  hayiBf  as  yet  saactioaed  a  law  creat- 
ing a  host  of  useless  judges.  That  had  been  one 
of  the  things  which  the  gentleman's  party  stood 
charged  with,  and  one  that  had  receiyed  as  stroo; 
a  stamp  of  reprobation  as  the  sedition  law ;  with 
this  difference,  that  while  the  latter  had  beea 
modified,  in  its  enactment,  to  disappear  with  the 
party  whose  measure  it  was,  the  former  bad  been 
repealed  after  perhaps  one  of  the  most  eopiou 
and  elaborate  discussions  any  Question  erer  had 
in  Congress.  Mr.  R.  remarked,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  always  bdieyed  there  was  sn 
essential  difference  in  the  principles  of  the  two 
parties,  that  haye  long  diyided  political  opinion 
in  oor  country.  What  was  wrong  formerly,  ci^ 
cumstances  not  changed,  must  be  wrong  still. 

He  was  not  ready  to  admit  that  the  coarse  of 
the  two  parties,  while  in  authoritjTi  had  been  iden- 
tified in  eyerythittg  but  a  sedition  law.  It  was 
not  necessary  to  ^ow,  though  he  bdieyed  it 
might  be  successfully  shown,  that  there  were  fe v 
acts  of  the  Republican  party  which  were  not  en- 
tirely consistent  with  the  tenets  they  hel4.  At 
no  time  has  a  Republican  Legislature,  or  a  Re- 
publican Executiye,  shown  any  wilkngness  to 
crMite  or  retain  usdess  oflkers.  It  was,lie  said, 
by  recurring  Co  this  principhL  that  he  felt  so 
strong  a  repugnance  to  this  bnl,  inasmuch  as  it 
not  only  extended,  unnecessarily,  offices,  but  of 
such  kind  as  were  more  permanent  than  any 
others.  When  ^tlemen  haye  been  desired  to 
show  the  necessity  for  this,  and  why  the  district 
judges  may  not  hold  the  circuit  courts,  the  reply 
has  been  a  sort  of  admission  that  they  are  net 
competent,  being  chosen  for  different  porposes. 
Yet  these  yery  judges  are  to  form  an  equal  part 
of  the  new  benches.  There  was,  he  knew,  aa 
impression  around  him  that  he  was  not  pene- 
trated with  due  respect  for  the  judicial  char- 
acter. As  for  the  existing  judges,  he  thought 
them,  collectiyely,  as  able  and  yirtuous  men  as 
we  can  reasonably  hope  to  get.  He  could  not, 
howeyer,  hold  them  in  such  respect  as  to  sanc- 
tion the  principle  on  which  they  hold  their 
oflices.  The  truth  is,  the  Constitution  is.  in  thii 
renrd.  essentially  yicions.  It  is  a  principle  ftl- 
sined  by  the  nature  of  man.  A  tenure  in  office 
of  good  behatiour  must  be  held  in  derogation  of 
the  fact,  that  man  is  liable  to  frailty  aAd  decay. 
This  will  attend  the  judge  as  Veil  as  the  repre- 
sentotiye;  and  that  Constitution  is  anomalo\is 
and  defectlye  which  does  not  proyide  a  remedy 
for  the  eyil  in  both  eases. 

The  ||entlemen  fayorable  to  the  bill  admit 
the  district  judges  are  not  competent  to  hold 
the  circuit  courts,  not  so  much  from  their  want 
of  numbers  as  from  their  not  haying  been  se- 
lected with  a  yiew  to  perform  those  duties.  It 
will  be  obyioos,  said  Mr.  R..  that  the  duties  of 
the  district  judges,  as  established  by  law,  are  of 
quite  as  important  a  character  as  those  that 
would  deyolye  on  them  as  circuit  judges.  It 
will,  he  said,  be  found  to  be  a  fact,  that  we  are 
only  beginning  to  experience  the  eyiis  of  the  ten- 
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Qre  id  good  behtTioar.    Qar  QorernmeiK  Ium 
existed  about  thirty  years,  and  ttany  of  the  dis* 
trice  jodges  vbieb  have  been  appoiDted  were  iii 
tbe  vigor  of  lifc^  and  are  only  aow  advaneing  far 
into  the  sbad«s  of  the  evening  $  the  inefficiency 
of  age^  it  aoeint,  is  overtaking  them ;  their  coarts 
hav«  ullea  into  diaesteeni,  and  we  are  called 
npon  to  jMvp  them  ap  by  corps  of  new  creation* 
QeDtleoeo  have  not  attempted  to  show  there  is 
any  exigeoey  in  oar  jarispradence,  eicept  in  a 
siagie  seetion  of  the  Union.    There  it  must  ob- 
viOBvif  be  temporary.    Th«  conflicting  grants  of 
kod  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  mast  terminate, 
even  bj  coarse  of  time  alonoi  though  it  is  admit- 
ted this  remedy  would  be  entirely  intolerable. 
Kr.  R.  laid  he  was  willing  to  provide  efficient 
tiiboiuJs  for  their  adjustment :  the  motion  sob- 
aiitted  wodd  reach  that  olject.    He  was  not 
wiiliog^  however,  in  doing  so  much,  to  create 
jodges  thioiighoat  tho  Union  because  one  or  two 
were  wanted  in  one  section.    It  would  seem  to 
be  aggravating  the  evil  we  now  feel,  instead  of 
enriog  it,  the  tenuxe  of  office  being  as  it  is.    We 
have  no  seearitr  we  shall  get  better  men  than 
those  who  hold  the  district  courts ;  and  they  must 
decay,  like  those  who  hare  |;one  before  them. 
The  CsAstitntioft    is  defective,   and    requires 
ameodoieat;  and   it  must  eventually  obtain.-* 
WhUe^  however,  it  remains  as  it  is,  it  would 
icein  wiadoin.  uot  to  multipiir  judges  unneees- 
sirily.   Experience  has  proreu  we  naTe  no  rem- 
«df  sgaiost  fraiUf  io  a  judge,  short  of  misde- 
Bieaaoi^  bat  by  im.peachmey»t.    Trial  has  proved 
tiiis  almost  worse  ihivi  iioue.    What  we  have 
seen  in  this  i^y  was  not  very  sUoog  proof  that 
the  tenors  ef  the  judge's  t>ffice  was  founded  in 
viidoffl  and  truto*    An  instance  had  occurred 
where  the  judge  had  become  so  odious  that  dif* 
fiealty  occurred  in  flnding  him  a  location  for  the 
excise  of  his  office.    There  is  certainlj  diffi- 
eqitjr,  aad  it  is  alraeet  insuperable,  in  getting  rid 
of  a  bad  jodge^    Ijet  us  take  care  how  we  make 
them  wiihoot  n«ecessity.    '^A  breath  can  make 
themP'  but  it  cannot  unmake  them ;  such  a  task 
wlii  reqoiff  the  otmoet  effort  of  our  Ck»rern- 
menu 

It  had  been  urged  strongly,  on  a  former  day, 
^ac,  10  refund  a  ue  infljieted  by  a  deciaion  of  a 
torn,  would  attecb  reproach  to  the  sanetity  of 
ipch  a  decision.  Having  on  mai^j  oooaaipns 
aace  be  had  a  sent  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  R.  said, 
diKoveied  an  oTerweening  disposition  iu  aome 
{eotlemea  to  sanctify  the  Judicial  branch  of  the 
Government— a  spirit  from  whence  he  deemed 
srose  the  erroneous  principle  of  a  tenure  in  office 
^  good  beliavioiir — he  was  led  to  advert  to  the 
lature  of  the  judges  office.  It  is  a  common 
phrase  to  call  the  Judiciary  a  cQ*ardinate  branch 
oCthe  GoTernynent:  the  metaphor  is  too  strong. 
Sorely,  gentlemen  will  not  soberly  contend  it  is 
of  equal  authority  wi|h  the  L^is&tive  or  Bxec- 
ttive  branches,  by  whom  it  is  quickened  into  Ufe, 
^dreroed,  snpported,  and  preserved.  The  notion 
^  equality  will  not  Iwar  the  touch  of  inquiry. 
u  was,  he  granted,  an  important  and  indepen- 
wat  bnneh  of  the  Qovernment,  constltutionallyt 


and  made  so  wisely.  But  the  bench  of  judgea 
are  not  the  Judiciary.  The  judicial  power  is  to 
be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  other  courts; 
not  in  the  judges  only,  but  in  the  judges,  jury, 
and  other  officers.  The  jodges  are  the  only  om- 
cers  who  have  a  tenure  of  office  of  |[ood  behaviour; 
and  in  this^bey  were,  he  admitted,  especially 
distinguished^  for  it  forms  them  into  a  species  of 
privileged  order.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, all  the  sanctity  that  art  could  raise,  around 
them  could  never  swell  them  into  a  compariaon, 
as  to  authority,  with  the  other  branches  of  th^ 
Gk>vernmeat.  The  nature  of  their  fuoctious  de- 
termines their  importance.  It  is  impossible  for 
so  few  men,  hpwever  learned,  virtuous^  and  capa- 
ble, who  are  doomed  to  sit  in  obscurity,  to  diairi- 
bute  justice  and  administer  law,  who  are  seen 
by  few,  and  whose  affected  importance  is  felt  by 
still  fewer,  fo  hold  rank  with  the  Congress  i|na 
with  the  President.  Mr.  R.  inferred  the  feature 
of  the  Constitutiou  he  was  objecting  to  had  been 
derived  from  that  country  whence  we  had  sprang; 
which  country,  by  a  measurable  application  of 
the  rules  of  common  sense,  had  reaiiaed  mauf 
truths  in  the  judicial  science.  They  had  how- 
ever been  extorted  from  the  abominable  heresy 
that  the  King  is  the  fountain  of  honor,  jusM^ 
and  power.  At  first  the  written  laws  were  qb* 
tained  from  him  by  supplication  and  prayer.  He 
0^  h^ld  to  be  the  sob  dispenser  of  jostic?^  but, 
as  he  had  not  the  attribute  of  ubifuity,  it  be- 
came neces^ry  to  adjudicate  by  d^uiy.  These 
deputies  or  jiMfes,  being  emanaUons  of  so|ral 
authoritjr,  shared  its  sanctity  and  partook  of  iu 
inviolability.  It  was  certainly^  a  great  point  to 
dissplve  tbe  dependence  of  the  J  i|dge  on  the  King; 
and  hence  the  value  of  the  juog^'s  independence, 
as  it  is  undersM>od  in  SSnglandt  Setting  out  from 
a  wromr  point,  it  is  not  easy  to  arrive  at  a  rifht 
one.  The  English  tenure  of  judicial  offipe  ne* 
comes  a  horcibb  deformity  in  a  free  oonstiwimH 
UJEe  ours.  Those  who  preside  over  the  adminia* 
tmtion  of  distributive  justice  ought  everywhere 
to  be  independent  of  every  sort  of  influence  from 
the  other  branches  ef  the  Government,  except 
the  fear  of  punishment  for  wrong  doing.  Mis* 
conduct  in  a  judge  ought  to  be  punished  as.  cer* 
taialy  as  in  any  other  person.  The  ooly  cure  fr»c 
evils  incident  lo  such  a  stat?  of  things  is  to  apply 
to  it  the  corrective  principles  applied  to  the  other 
branches  of  Qovemment^a  periodical  liu^itatioa 
of  office*  In  tbese  fee?  strictures,  he  wished  to 
be  understood  as  neither  wanting  veneration  for 
the  Constitution  nor  respect  for  the  Judiciarjr* 
The  Constitution  had  been  amended  in  the  arti- 
cles touching  the  administration  of  justice  alrea* 
dy.  These  amendments  were  of  vital  importance* 
While  it  proves  that  originally  it  was  impprfect, 
it  justifies  the  conclusion  tbat  its  imporrections 
are  not  all  cured.  Everv  day  adds  new  proofs 
thai  the  judge's  tenure  of  office  is  most  egregi- 
ooalir  erroneousu  The  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  only  designed  to  make  tbem  a 
community  for  specific  general  purposes,  leaving 
to  the  States  every  attribute  of  local  sovereignty 
not  expressly  delegated  to  the  General  Govern- 
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ment.    Sucb  a  scheme  mast  neeessaril/  eompre- 
heod  a  Jadiciary  branch.    The  laws  most  be 
enforced,  and  rights  arising  oat  of  the  general 
concerns  require  adjudication.    The  jarisdiction 
of  the  United  States  courts  was  at  first  narrow, 
in  regard  to  the  principle  of  distribajire  justice. 
Amendments  have  made  it  narrower.     It  was 
once  a  favorite  idea  with  some  to  make  States  a 
partf  in  these  courts  at  the  suits  of  individuals. 
On  the  first  trial  it  was  abandoned,  and  the  func- 
tions of  the  court  suspended  while  the  suit  was 
yet  pending.    This  fact,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1800,  proves  pretty 
MlTongiy  there  has  been  no  undue  partiality  for 
the  Federal  courts  heretofore.    It  is  not  shown, 
after  the  strongest  calls  on  gentlemen,  that  the 
bill  is  necessary  from  any  existing  basioess.    It 
it  within  the  knowledge  of  all,  that  there  are  much 
fewer  actions  in  the  courts  of  the  maritime  States 
than  during  the  times  of  the  restrictive  system. 
That  business  is  principally  disposed  of,  and  the 
only  difficulty  alleged  is  the  land  controversies 
in  Kentucky  and    Tennessee.     For  this,  said 
Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  makes  ample  provision. 
Gentlemen  have  declined  attempting  to  show 
their  measure  is  founded  upon  anv  business  the 
courts  now  have  before  them.    What  were  the 
facts  in  the  State  he  in  part  represented  t    Busi* 
ness  like  that  existing  in  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see, also  existed  in  the  western  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   An  additional  district  court — ^the  judge 
having  circuit  court  powers — was  asked  for,  and 
the  Congress  were  so  liberal  as  to  grant  the  re- 
ddest, for  which  she  is  srateful.    The  calls  of 
justice,  we  may  hope,  will  be  met  by  this  provis- 
idn,  as  far  as  they  were  designed  to  be.    Mr.  R. 
said  he  felt  a  perfect  willingness  to  extend  the 
same  benefits  to  other  States,  where  they  were 
needed.    A  bill  is  now  on  our  files  providmg  sal- 
aries for  the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the  western 
and  the  clerk  of  the  eastern  district.    The  fees 
in  these  offices  are  those  of  the  highest  State 
courts,  and  they  have,  beside,  the  fees  for  record- 
ing copy  rights.    There  can  be  no  qaestion  that 
the  business  has  lessened.    It  has  a  strange  ap- 
pearance to  be  providing  salaries  for  marshals  and 
clerks  at  the  same  time  you  are  multiplying  your 
judges.     Bvil  may  be  apprehended  from  a  too 

S'eat  facility  in  the  Federal  courts  for  business, 
very  man  who  may  be  made  a  judge  may  not 
be  willing  to  exercise  the  authority  of  opening 
and  adjourning  the  courts,  without  any  other  dis- 
play of  power.  The  history  of  courts,  said  Mr.  R., 
will  show  they  have  an  a])petite,  lixe  others  in 
authority,  to  extend  their  jurisdiction.  We  see 
in  the  country  whence  we  derive  much  of  our 
forms  of  jurisprudence  eourts,  established  for 
entirely  different  objects,  have  foond  means  to 
get  cognizance  of  all  kinds  of  actions,  by  the  re- 
sort to  the  most  absurd  and  monstrous  fictions. 
We  have  felt  something  like  this  in  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  in  which  case  the  United  States  courts 
aeemed  to  get  round  the  Constitution,  which  de- 
nies to  them  the  power  of  making  a  State  a  party 
at  the  salt  of  an  individual,  by  no  very  concla- 
aive  train  of  reasoning.    By  their  decree,  money 


was  in  effisct  extorted  from  the  State  treasury, 
contrary  to  the  Federal  and  State  Constitatioot. 
The  resistance  made  by  the  State  to  this  strange 
decree  was  artfully  coupled  and  classed,  for  party 
purposes,  with  the  resistance  to  the  acts  of  Coo* 
gress  in  another  quarter.  This  two-fold  iojory 
was  suffered  to  pass  off  here  without  explanation; 
but  it  sunk  deep  Into  the  feelings  of  the  Stat^ 
who  knows  her  duties,  and  who  will  not  easily 
forffet  her  wrongs. 

Now,  let  us  compare  this  bill  with  that  of  1801, 
a  law  stamped  with  indelible  features  of  pablie 
disapprobation.  If  there  was  aiiy  differeDce,  it 
was  in  favor  of  that  project.  There  was  then 
six,  there  is  now  to  be  nine  circuits.  There  wu 
then  sixteen,  there  is  now  to  be  nine  judges.  The 
expense  was  then  thirty-two  thousand  dollars, 
now  it  is  to  be  twenty-three  thousand  dollars  per 
year.  Then  you  had  a  bench  of  those  judges, 
placed  on  a  rational  equality ;  now  there  is  to  be 
two  numerically,  but  ode  is  to  give  jodg'roeDt, 
disregarding  the  other  if  he  diners  in  opinioo, 
though  he  mav  be  the  abler  and  the  better  maa. 
The  repeal  of  the  former  judiciary  law,  and  the 
abolishment  of  the  judge's  office,  was  one  of  the 
strongest  acts  of  legislation  which  has  appeared 
in  our  history.  It  was  solidly  based  on  the  pab> 
lie  voice.  It  was  then  held  to  be  unDecesnry 
and  mischievous^  It  was  viewed  as  the  last  set 
of  a  system  of  measures  to  give  an  efficiency  to 
the  Qovemment,  that  was  deemed  to  dero^rate 
from  and  endanger  the  rights  of  the  cttizea. 
When  the  sentence  of  condemnation  was  aboat 
to  pass,  the  sanctity  and  inviolability  of  the  judge, 
and  his  tenure  of  office,  was  rang  tbrough  all  ttie 
changes  to  no  purpose.  What  was  taken  ibeo  ai 
so  wrong,  cannot  now  be  right,  circamstaaees 
not  changed  ;  and  he  was  bold  to  say,  there  wu 
no  new  necessity  for  the  measure. 

The  bill  is  recommended  as  introdociog  sym- 
metry and  consistency  into  oar  judicial  system; 
and  yet,  on  the  very  front  of  it,  two  judges  of  the 
Supreoie  Coart  are  hung  up  as  useless  sioecQres. 
It  confesses  they  will  be  useless  and  unnecessary. 
It  is  invidious  as  to  the  judges  themselves,  thoogk 
the  reproach  may  rest  among  the  whole,  rather 
than  00  any  two  of  them.  On  the  superior  bench 
there  must  be  useless  judges;  on  that  of  the  eir- 
cuii  court  there  is  no  equality  of  character,  nor 
respectability.  There  is  much  less  irreirQlariiy 
in  the  present  systein,  and  even  that  of  1801  was 
less  objectionable.  The  circuit  coart  is  ooly  tn^ 
tended  to  sit  twice  in  a  year  in  the  plan  before  us  j 
if  there  was  really  an  accumalation  of  biistnes& 
they  ou^ht  to  be  required  to  sit  until  they  had 
really  disposed  of  it.  I  need  not  advert  to  tk< 
manner  the  docket  will  be  settled  in  soeh  a  sy^ 
tem.  One  court  must  follow  the  other  an  U 
quick  a  succession,  that,  in  sitting  twice  a  yeal 
only,  justice  must  be  unavoidably  delayed. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  proposition  subcnittd 
as  a  substitute  offers  an  efficient  conrt  In  the  ool) 
places  where  it  is  pretended  there  is  any  call  f<M 
a  more  adequate  administration  of  justice.  TwI 
judges  only  are  required  instead  of  nine,  at  ai 
annual  expense  of  five,  Instead  of  mor«  thai 
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tventj-iwo  thoosaod  dollars  per  annaiD.  It  oob- 
tains  BO  new  or  doabiftti  principle;  it  is  in  exact 
cooformttj  with  those  with  which  we  are  fa- 
miiiartxed.  It  may  be  enlarged  as  (he  calls  of 
justice  shall  require.  It  does  really  seem  to  be 
ail  that  is  ineombent  on  the  Congress  to  proTidej 
and  we  may  hope  the  gentlemen  from  Kentacky 
and  Tennessee  will  meet  it  in  the  spirit  it  has 
been  proposed,  to  obtain  for  their  country  en  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  without  sale,  denial,  delay. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  led  the  more  to  hope  for  a 
farorsble  reception  of  his  motion,  as  it  admitted 
of  prompt  application.  He  would  ask  gentlemen, 
was  it  reasonable  to  expect  this  bill  to  pass  in 
time  to  giTe  the  President  aix  opportunity  of  a 
judicious  selection  of  the  judges?  tinder  an?  cir- 
eumstancesit  would  impose  on  him  a  most  arcioons 
duty,  and  his  embarrassment  must  be  increased 
from  the  riral  pretensions  of  the  States  to  have 
the  judges.  Judge,  said  he.  by  the  course  of  the 
obserTatioBs  I  am  offering,  now  much  time  must 
nass  away,  before  it  could  obtain  the  sanction  of 
Dotb  Honaesi.  If  it  pass  at  all,  it  would  seem  to 
me  indispensable  to  postpone  its  operation  until 
beyond  the  meeting  of  the  Senate,  at  the  future 
session.  By  a  modification  of  the  bill,  its  passage 
would  be  facilitated  and  insured.  The  most  prompt 
operation  of  it  can  be  bad — selections  of  the  most 
efficient  men  can  be  made  without  difilcuhv.  If, 
however,  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate  should  decide 
in  faror  of  the  bill,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  feel 
surprise  if  they  should,  after  the  failure  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bab* 
BOUB,)  and  it  should  become  a  law,  he  should 

Jield  to  the  decision,  as  it  was  his  duty  tc^do. 
lot  in  such  an  eTcnt,  he  should  feel  called  npon  to 
exert  his  feeble  efforts  4o  have  the  Constitution 
so  amended  as  to  obtain  some  remedy  against  the 
burden  of  a  host  of  superannuated  judges. 

He  would  greatly  prefer,  however,  to  forbear  to 
change  that  instrument  while  its  defects  were 
tolerable.  He  woold  rather  see  it  as  it  was,  ob- 
tatn  the  sanction  of  time,  and  be  was  not  even 
disposed  to  perfect  its  more  dubious  features 
hastily,  if  the  unnecessary  increase  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  officers,  whom  we  must  take  for  better  or 
nrorse,  in  sickness  and  in  health,  can  be  avoided, 
SQd  who,  when  made,  must  be  incumbent  on  the 
public  Treasury,  in  endless  succession,  the  de- 
rbrmity  of  a  tenure  of  office  during  good  be- 
baviour,  not  being  so  palpablv  felt,  may  not  so 
loon  be  considered  insupportable.  But,  if  a  sys- 
tem of  judicial  benefices  Is  to  increase  without 
seeessity,  the  time  will  have  arrived  when  the 
iffice  ought  to  be  held  by  a  less  secure  and  more 
isefol  tenure;  it  will  devolve  a  doty  on  us  to  at- 
«inpt  a  remedy  by  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
Kitution. 

The  question  was  taken  and  determined  in  the 
negative,  yeas  9,  nays  29,  as  follows: 

Yxjui — Messn.  Bubout,  Bickeison,  XiScodc,  Macon, 
Hoble,  Roberti^  Sanfoid,  Smith,  snd  Taylor. 
Nats — Messrs.  BaniU,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Eaton, 

Slwards,  Fonyth,  FromanUn,  QsUhid,  Goldsboroogh, 
tnsoD,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Mei* 
Icn,  Mocril»  Monow,  Otis,  Palmer,  8lorer,  Tait,  Talbot, 


Thomss,  Tkheaor.Van  Dyke,  Williamsof  Mississippi, 
and  WilUsms  of  Tenni 


Mr.  RoBBBTS  having  submitted  another  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it,  with  instructions;  the  further  consider^ 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow.    ^ 


Fbibay,  January  8. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Sir 
Hart,  /  praying  compensation  for  property  des- 
troyed by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 
Qreat  Britain  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Landoo,  praying  compensation  for  property 
destroyed  bjr  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 
Qreat  Britain ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanpobd  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Vincent  iQrant.  praying  compensation  for  prop- 
erty destroyed  oy  the  enemy  during  the  late  war 
with  Qreat  Britain ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Elihn 
Hall  Bay,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed in  his  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the 
Alabama  Territory ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORODaH  presented  the  memorial  qf 
John  Mason,  and  others,  praying  the  repoil  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  exempting  the  City  of  nTash- 
ington  from  taxation  for  county  purposes;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Job NBOR  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  executors  or  John  O'Connor,  praying  to  be 
confirmed  in  their  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land 
on  Boffiilo  Creek  in  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  9th  of  last  month,  "  That  the  Pres* 
ident  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  lay 
before  the  Senate,  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Qovernment  of  Spain,  relative  to  the  ce8» 
sioo  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  which 
has  not  already  been  communicated,  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  may  be  commnnieatea  with  safety 
to  the  public  interest;"  and,  on  request,  Mr.  JoaN- 
soN  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  same,  the  object 
having  been  attained,  by  a  transmission  of  said 
correspondence  on  the  28th  of  last  month. 

The  Senate  returned  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  subject  of  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  m  domestic  manufactures  \  and  the  furthet 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land,  and  es- 
tablishing land  offices  in  the  districts  east  oi  the 
Island  of  New  Orleans ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  * 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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this  senton,  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  mmaafactares.  The  report  of 
the  committee,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had  not 
given  that  fall  and  detailed  view  of  the  subject 
which  had  been  desirable— they  barely  report 
that  a  preference  is  now  given  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures, without  showing  the  natare  and  ex- 
tent of  that  preference.  A  definite  statement, 
designating  what  quantity  of  clothing  was  or 
domestic,  and  what  of  foreign  manufacture,  with 
a  comparative  view  of  the  qdality  and  prices  of 
each,  would  have  enabled  the  Senate  to  have 
judged  with  more  correctness  on  the  expediency 
of  the  measure,  than  they  now  possibly  can  do. 
But,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  so  well  convinced  of 
the  capacity  of  the  manufacturers  to  supply  the 
demand,  and  that^  too,  upon  favorable  terms, 
that  he  bad  no  hesitation  on  the  subject. 

The  obvious  policy  of  this  nation,  said  Mr. 
R.,  is  to  rely  upon  its  own  resources,  and  bwome 
independent  of  all  other  nations,  in  fact  as  well 
as  theory.  All  supplies  for  clothing  the  Army, 
and  he  said  he  would  also  include  the  Navy, 
ought  to  be  the  product  of  our  own  soil  and  in- 
dustry. This  constitutes  one  item  in  the  system 
of  national  policy,  that  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. No  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
should  ever  be  permitted  to  pass  out  of  this  coun- 
try, when  it  could  be  advantageously  expended 
among  our  own  citizens,  for,  by  so  doing,  we 
strengthen  others,  and  weaken  ourselves. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  friendly  to  such  a  measure,  and  was 
desirous  of  carrying  it  into  effect  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, under  the  law,  as  it  now  stands.  But,  he 
said,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  a  greater 

Suantity  of  foreign  cloths  were  now  used  In  the 
irmy,  than  domestic :  if  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped 
the  Military  Oommittee  would  correct  him. 
Whatever  course  it  might  have  been  expedient 
heretofore  to  pursue,  he  believed  the  time  had 
BOW  arrived  when  Congress  ought  to  take  a  de- 
cisive course,  go  the  whole  length,  and  exclude 
everv  article  of  foreign  manufacture  from  the 
supplies  of  the  Army.  The  measure  is  highly 
important,  and  intimately  connected  with  the 
great  and  growing  interests  of  this  nation.  That 
everv  article  necessary  for  clothing  the  troops 
can  be  furnished  in  the  United  States,  there  re- 
mains no  doubt.  The  raw  materials  of  wool 
and  cotton  are  produced  in  great  abundance.  By 
a  report  from  the  Commissary  General,  in  1814, 
it  appears,  that  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments had  progressed  so  rapidly,  as  to  be  able, 
at  that  time,  to  furnish  every  article  or 


even 


clothing  necessary  for  the  Army,  blankets  only 
excepted.  Certainly,  then,  they  are  now  abun- 
dantly competent  to  meet  the  demand,  and  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  nation  to  turn  their 
attention  to  them.  Domestic  cloths  may  possi- 
bly bear  a  little  higher  price,  but  when  their  su- 
perior quality  and  durability  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, they  will  be  found  the  cheapest. 

This  subject  should  be  considered  in  a  two- 
fold point  of  view,  both  as  it  regards  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  and  also  as 


it  relates  to  the  policy  of  the  natbn,  by  provi- 
ding in  time  of  peace  certain  means  for  clothing 
the  Army  in  case  of  future  war.  If  in  peace 
you  look  to  your  manufacturers  for  the  necessary 
articles  to  clothe  your  Army,  in  war  they  wiU 
be  ready  and  competent  to  supply  you,  when 
your  supplies  from  other  sources  will  be  ren- 
dered precarious,  or  entirely  cut  oC 

On  the  subject  of  encouragement  to  domestic 
manufactures,  Mr.  R.  said,  there  ought  to  be  but 
one  opinion.  Their  success  is  identified  with 
the  future  glory  of  the  nation.  Our  comoaerce, 
navigation,  and  wealth,  are  intimately  connected 
with  their  prosperity.  On  this  subject  the  wiA 
of  the  Legislature  had  been  twice  definitely  ex- 
pressed, and  it  may  now  be  considered  as  a  fixed 
and  settled  rule  of  policy  for  this  nation.  The 
principle  should  then  be  followed  up  in  all  its 
bearings.  At  the  first  session  of  the  fourteenth 
Congress  a  law  was  passed,  establishing  a  gene- 
ral tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  goods  imported 
into  the  country,  With  the  express  wiew  of 
aiding  the  manufacturing  establishments,  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  imposed  on  all  cot- 
ton and  woollen  goods  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  As  a  further  expression  of  the  national 
will,  the  doty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  was,  at 
the  last  session^  made  permanent  for  four  yean 
longer,  making  m  the  whole  seven  years.  So 
far  Congress  has  done  its  duty ;  the  measure  has 
met  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  natron. 
But,  can  nothing  more  be  done?  Can  no  other 
benefits  be  conferred  without  prejudice  to  the 
public  interest?  The  proposition  embraced  in 
the  resolution  submitted,  contemplates  other  ad- 
vaniag:e{(,  though  it  is  admitted  not  of  a  very 
extensive  character.  It  is,  however,  strength- 
en in|[  another  link  in  the  great  chain  of  policy 
that  is  to  elevate  tbe  power  and  wealth  of  this 
nation.  It  may  be  considered  more  valuable  as  a 
principle  connected  with  our  public  interest,  than 
as  a  source  of  benefit  to  the  manufacturers.  The 
Qofernment  makes  no  sacrifice  in  adopting  it; 
it  only  becomes  the  customer  of  our  own  coun- 
trymen instead  of  foreigners,  retains  the  public 
treasure  in  the  country,  encourages  productirs 
industry,  increases  the  wealth  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  supports  a  greater  proportion  of  inhab- 
itants. These  are  objects  that  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over  without  notice  by  a  wise  Legislature. 

Every  nation,  in  the  management  of  its  con- 
cerns, should  adojpt  a  comprehensive  system  of 
policy,  enabfacing  in  its  range  suMects  or  a  small- 
er as  well  as  greater  interest.  Every  act  of  the 
Government  should  contribute  towards  its  own 

grosperity  and  perpetuation.  The  nation,  said 
Ir.  R.,  might  talk  of  its  boasted  independence, 
but  when  the  melancholy  fact  is  told  that  it  re- 
lies upon  the  industry  and  skill  of  other  coun- 
tries for  clothing  to  supply  the  Army,  its  degra- 
ding dependence  is  seen  and  felt.  The  fact  is 
humiliating.  The  strong  arm  of  your  support 
and  defence  becomes  enfeebled;  protection  and 
security  are  rendered  precarious.  The  history 
of  the  last  war  furnishes  painful  evidence  of 
these  facts.    At  the  commencement  of  hostilities^ 
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the  aaiioo  was  m prepared,  and  very  defieient  in 
the  rarious  artielee  of  clothing,  in  consequence 
of  which  gprcttC  difficalties  occurred  during  the 
vhole  war. 

In  the  Spring  of  1812,  the  present  Postmaster 
QeneraL  then  QoTernor  of  Ohio,  was  directed 
by  the  Fresident  of  the  United  States  to  organ- 
ize a  small  army  of  militia,  for  the  protection  of 
the  Borth western  frontier.    No  sooner  were  the 
orders  issued  by  the  Governor  than  a  saflElcJeat 
^number  of  the  citizens  of  that  State  rolunteered 
their  serTices,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  ren- 
dezvoused at   Cincinnati.    Among  them  were 
farmers,  mechanics,  and  gentlemen  of  every  pro- 
fession.   This  little  band,  the  vanguard  of  your 
armies  in  the  late  war,  was  composed  of  the  best 
blood  of  the  State.    The  zeal  and  promptitude 
with  which  the  occasion  was  met,  and  the  celer- 
ity with  which  they  moved  to  the  place  of  des- 
tination, found  them,  on  their  arrival  at  Cincin- 
nati, destitute  of  blanliets  necessary  for  the  cam- 
paign.   The  stores  could  furnish  but  a  liinited 
supply.    One  reaource  only  was  left.    Qovernor 
Meigs,  whose  valuable  services  during  the  late 
war  will  ever  ba  hiffhiy  appreciated  by  his  coun- 
try, made  an  appeal  to  the  liberaJity  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  ladies  of  the  town,  to  supply  the  sol- 
diers with  blankets.    The  appeal  was  effectual. 
The  next  day  several  hundred  blankets  were 
furnished  by  them  to  the  Gbvernor,  sufficient  to 
supply  the  wants  of  his  army.    This  act  of 
female  patriotism  and  devotion  to  liberty  deserves 
immortality,  and  history  ought  to  record  it  as  an 
example  for  the  benefit  of  posterity. 

Mr.  R.  said,  other  iastances  of  scarcity  and 
distress  might  be  enumerated,  for  the  want  of 
clothing  and  blankets  during  tbe  late  war ;  and 
the  same  calamity  will  continue  in  all  future 
wars,  unless  timely  exertions  are  made  to  obtain 
them  from  oor  own  resources.  The  nation  ought 
to  benefit  by  experience,  and  profit  by  past  misn>r- 
tnae*  it  was  not  until  towards  the  close  of  the 
late  war  that  any  considerable  proportion  of  the 
clothing  of  the  Army  could  be  produced  by  our 
own  country}  and  this  ability  to  sapply  was 
owing  to  the  onparalleled  suoctie  of  the  manu- 
factures, whieh  grew  out  of  the  war.  The  na- 
tion was  then,  in  a  great  measure,  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemjF — ^that  very  enemy  with  whom  our 
gallant  soldiers  were  contending  ttlumohantly 
on  the  banks  e[  the  Niagara  and  the  plains  of 
New  OrleaoB. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when  there  will  be 
no  diflficnlty  or  danger  in  adopting  the  resolution 
under  consideration.  The  number  of  manufac- 
tures in  operation,  and  the  large  ainottat  of  cap-* 
ital  invested  in  those  establishments,  will  furnish 
a  supply  far  beyond  the  present  wants  of  the 
Army.  There  will  be  aomeient  competition  in 
the  market  to  insure  a  sale  at  a  low  and  reasona- 
ble  price  ;  there  can  be  no  possible  danger  from 
a  monopoly*  Qentlemen  refer  to  the  scenes  of 
the  last  war — teU  us  of  the  manufacturers  de- 
manding and  receiving  an  unreasonable  price 
for  their  cloth— and  say,  if  this  measure  is  adopt- 
ed, that  thia  nation  will  agi^n  be  subject  to  the 


same  imposition.    Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  dlw 

posed  to  go  into  a  justification  of  their  conduct 
m  this  particular,  but  thus  much  might  be  said 
in  their  favor:  they  had  done  no  more  than 
every  class  of  society  would  have  done  in  a  sim- 
ilar situation  ;  it  was  only  the  ordinary  operation 
of  human  nature.  The  manufacturers  converted 
a  capital,  formerly  employed  in  commerce,  which 
had  been  cut  up  by  embargoes,  non-intercourse, 
and  war,  into  those  establishments.  They  par- 
tially succeeded  during  these  times,  unaided  and 
unassisted  by  the  Government.  When  war  com- 
menced, the  pressure  of  circumstances  com- 
pelled the  Government  to  look  to  them  for  cloth- 
ing for  the  Army.  The  demand  was  great,  and 
they  obtained  a  price  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
mand. Do  not  tbe  merchant  and  agriculturist 
adopt  the  same  course,  and  yield  to  the  same 
principles^  When  an  article  is  scarce  in  the 
market,  aqd  the  demand  considerable,  do  they 
not  raise  the  price  in  proportion  to  the  exigency^ 
regardless  of  the  original  cost  of  the  article  ?  If, 
then,  the  merchant  and  the  aj^rieulturist  adopt 
precisely  the  same  principle,  with  respect' to  the 
sale  of  their  commodities,  is  it  just  to  complain  of 
the  manufacturers  for  following  the  same  course? 

Your  Army  at  present  consists  of  ten  thou- 
sand men,  scattered  over  the  whole  extent  of 
your  frontiers.  The  expense  of  clothing  this 
army,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  is  $100,000.  This  sum  is  not 
large  in  amount,  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
it  relates  to  the  present  Peace  Establishment* 
The  most  favorable  time,  then,  to  commence 
this  system  of  policy,  is  the  present,  when  the 
demand  is  small,  and  the  ability  to  supply  it 
abundant.  Congress  may  delay  this  measure 
for  one,  two, 
soon  come  wf 
it. 

Let  the  Senate  remember  that  this  country  is 
not  always  to  remain  at  peace.  If  the  clouds  of 
misfortune  should  again  gather  round  the  nation; 
if  the  dreadful  calamities  of  war  should  become 
inevitable,  the  nation,  without  a  prudent  fore- 
cast, without  a  timely  (>reparation,  would  again 
be  found  unprepared  for  the  conflict.  Your  Army 
instead  of  ten  thousand,  would  be  swelled  to  the 
number  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men;  your 
expenditure  for  clothing,  instead  of  fM^iOOO  per 
annum,  would  probably  exceed  $2,000,000.  Ft  is 
to  prepare  for  these  great  events,  and  large  ex- 
penditures, Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  was  desirous  to 
commence  with  seal  and  firmness  in  the  pro- 
posed svstem. 

It  is  but  proper  to  inquire  what  has  been  the 
course  of  other  nations  on  this  subject.  What 
have  been  the  means -which  have  led  them  to 
power,  wealth,  and  greatnesst  England  furnishee 
a  prominent  example.  It  has  been  the  steadfast 
policy  of  that  nation  not  only  to  encourage  man- 
ufactures in  every  possible  shape,  but  also  to 
clothe  her  armies,  navies,  and  indeed  all  her  peo- 
ple^ in  domestic  fabrics.  Edward  III.  laid  the 
foundation  of  these  principles.  Before  his  reign 
all  the  wool  in  England,  except  a  smaU  quantity 


K  or  three  vctrs;  but  the  time  will 
'nen  they  will  be  compelled  to  adopt 
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mi^Qufactar«d  into  coarse  cloths,  was  sold  to  the 
Flemings,  and  manafactared  by  them.  The 
Flemings  returned  the  manufactured  cloth,  after 
havlDg  nad  the  benefit  of  its  increased  value  by 
the  manufacture.  Edward  soqo  discovered  the 
qiistaken  policy  of  the  nation,  and  inrited  the 
Flemish  weavers  to  settle  in  his  country.  The 
exportation  of.  wool  w^  prohibited  s  no  foreign 
cloth  could  be  iipported,  under  pain  of  forfeitures 
aA  ordinance  was  passed,  that  no  person  in  the 
nation  sfaiould  wear  foreign  manufiictares,  the 
royal  family  euepted.  This  encouragement,  so 
decisive  and  efficacious  in  its  character,  gave 
new  life  and  vigor  to  productive  industrv-^pro- 
moted  individual  as  welt  as  national  wealth,  and 
Lve  a  total  change  to  enterprise  and  oommefc^ 
lefore  the  establishment  of  maaufaelures,  the 
Inglish  carried  on  but  little  commerce;  they 
owned  but  few  ships  or  vessels  j  every  article  was 
brought  to  them  by  their  more  fortunate  and  enr 
terprising  neighbors.  Foreigners  gathered  all 
the  profits  arising  fron^  a  supply  of  their  wants. 
But,  when  they  changed  their  potiey,  what 
might/  effects  weve  produced  1  From  s^Mdl  be* 
ginnings  they  have  become  the  most  great,  and 
powerful  motion  on  earth. 

There  is  another  consideration  that  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked.  The  present  objeot  of  the 
British  Government  is  to  render  themaelre^  al« 
together  ind^«»dent  of  the  United  Gltatea.  aa 
ren^dn  \kw  cupiomary.  ao|9)lie«  of  cotton*  Thia 
artioie  is  the  stipple  of  the  Soutn*  England  at 
present  fnroishes  a  demand  for  it.  and  that  too 
at  9^  v«f y  high  prie^ ;  but  Eotflana  is  usinff  h« 
uunpst  exertions  to  obtain  her  tup^ies  Trom 
oUie^  oounuiesp  She  is  already  furnished  wiih 
large  quantities  from  her  Bast  ladia  posseesioae— 
fto^i  pputh  An^erieaand  the  West  Indies.  These 
sources  of  supply  will  be  encoura^d  and  culti- 
vated at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  Thev 
ace  already  rapidly  increasing  upon  us^  and  VRifl 
continue  to  dp  so  until  their  competition,  will 
seriously  afieot,  and  finally  destroy,  our  maiiket 
in  that  quarter  altogether.  If,  thieo,  this  is  the 
object  of  Great  Britain,  and  she  is  hunting  out 
new  sources  for  the  raw  material,  witk  wliich  to 
supply  her  manufactures,  it  becomes  tJ^e  impe- 
rious duty  of  this  Government  to  adopt  such  a 
poU^y  aa  sha^  countervail  her  regipja^tons,  and 
furniah  a  n^arket  at  home  for  the  cotton  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  B«  si^id  he  would  not  longec  detain  the 
Sei»ateon  this  subject.  The  view  he  had  taken« 
he  said,  was  a  hastsr  one,  but  he  believed  it  was 
correct.  The  operation  of  the  principle  for 
which  he  contended,  would  be  more  exteasiye 
and  more  useful  than  might  at  first  be  appro- 
handed.  Sustain  your  qaanulaetures  while  you 
have  th«m  in  existence,  and  suffer  them  noi  to 
&11  and  perish  through  the  means  of  a  cold  and 
languid  policy.  Cherish  them,  as  the.  sources  of 
your  wealth,  your  safety,  and  power.  The  pur- 
cha^  of  foreign  cloths  throws  the  balance  of 
trade  against  the  natioq;  it  is  a  growing  and 
ruinous  calamity.  Let  tiie  (Government,  then,  aa 
far  as  possiblo,  break  down  this  destrnetive  eye- 


tern,  which  is  rendering  the  nation  bankrupt, 
and  desuoying  its  healthful  energies.  Instead  of 
expending  $400,000  for  the  purchase  of  foreig-n 
cloths  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  retain  it  at 
home-^place  it  in  the  liands  of  your  own  coun- 
trymen, and  build  up  your  own  n^anufactarea. 
The  effects  will  be  beneficial — ^the  eJtampir  wor- 
thy of  the  nation. 

On  motion  by  Mr*  Talbot,  the  further  conud- 
eration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  Friday 
next* 


TufiSDAY,  January  12. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Religious  Soeleiv  of  Friends,  in  Penney IvantBt 
New  Jersey,  Delaware|  and  part  of  Maryland, 
representing  the  eondition  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  praying  for  their  inuprovement;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  petition  of  Alex- 
ander McGormick,  of  the  City. of  Washington^ 
praying  indemnity  for  losses  anstained  by  the 
destruction  of  his  property  by  the  invftdtn||  ene» 
my  in  August,  1814,  aa  stated  in  the  petition ; 
wnieh  was  read}  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  o£  Nathan 
Fordi  of  the  State  of  New  York,  prayinir  com- 
pensation for  propertfT  loat  during  the  lau  war 
with  Great  Britain,  as  staled  in  the  petitipp; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Oommiuee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  CaiTTnvnnM  presented  the  petkipn  of 
Jacob  Purkhill.  of  Kentucky,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  a  BMrroman,  praased  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Sialei.  dunng  the  late 
war  with  Great  Bciinin,  aa  suted  in  the  petition; 
wliich  was  read,  and  leferred  to  the  same  ooai- 
mittee,  to  oonsidfer  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  NoBi^a  presented  the  memorial  of  a  nun- 
ber  of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  psaying  the  extension  of  the  time  al- 
lowed for  payments  of  pnblio  lands,  for  reaaons 
stnted  in  tife  memorial ;  which  vma  read* 

Mr»  STonnn  presented  the  petition  of  John  A* 
DUf  a  lieutenant  in  the  Ar^qy  of  the  Unitnd 
States,  prayioff  ooapoisatipn  for  extra  acrviecsL 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflEtirs^ 

Mr.  RonBBTa  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Haslett,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  paying  the 
remiasion  of  penalties  by  him  innocently  in- 
curied  on  the  importation  of  thirtf-Aix  pnn* 
cheons  of  rum  in  the  brig  Margaret,  Captain 
Halm,  from  Porto  Rico^  in  Juty,  1%IS^  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  wns  read^'and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BenniLi.,  from  the  Coaunittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  eommeneing,  proaeenting, 
and  deciding,  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States,  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  RonnnTa  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  reterred  the  petition  of  John  Clark, 
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ma^e  m  report,  aceomptni^  by  a  bill  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  Jbhtt  Claric ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read.    The  bill  passed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

Mr.  TicHBNOR  sabmitted  the  followiog  motion 
for  considention : 

Ruohed,  That  the  President  of  the  TTnited  States 
be  revested  to  eaaee  to  he  laid  before  the  Senate,  a 
statement,  showing  the  measnies  that  have  been 
taken  to  ccpett  the  behmces  stated  to  be  dne  from  the 
seTeral  superriaore  and  eoneetors  of  the  old  direct  tax 
of  two  mfllioiia.  Also,  a  similar  statement  of  the  bal- 
ances d«B  frona  the  officers  of  the  old  internal  retenae, 
and  to  deeignata  ia  saeh  statement  the  poaons  who 
have  been  aaUaaled  with  the  oolleetioB  of  eaid  debts, 
and  the  euaa  hj  them  respeetitefar  eoUaeled,  and  the 
tone  whan  tha  aama  were  colieeted. 

The  hill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
Territory  to  form  a  eonstitation  and  Slate  ffOT- 
eroment,  and  for  the  admission  of  each  State lato 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paesed. 

Mr.  MoRKOw,  from  the  Committee  on  PaMic 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  a  Itrant  of 
land  for  ibe  seat  Of  tovernment  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  for  the  support  of  a  eemfaarf  of 
learning  within  the  Aiid  State;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  fo  tbe  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Cotnmitteie  (^Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  'Thomas  Arnold ;  and 
the  farther  cotisideration  thereof  was  postponed 
mitii  TnesAiy  n^t. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  11th  instant,  for  Information  totich- 
ing  onr  relations  with  the  Gtorernment  of  ifae 
istend  of  Hayti ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resomed  the  oonstdelration  of  the 
motion  of  the  11th  iostairt,  for  inibnnation  in  re- 
lation to  the  bnstaesB  depending  in  the  eoarts  ef 
the  United  States;  and  the  same  having  been 
modified,  the  further  consfderatioa  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  hill  for  adjasiiog  the  claims  to  land,  and 
establishing  land  offices  in  the  distrkts  east  of 
the  isllEnd  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  secoivd 
time. 

The  folTowlng  Message  was  reeeired  from  the 
PiiESfOEjffT  OP  TBS  United  Statbs: 

7b  ike  SgmmU  •/  tkt  Uniied  SMm  .* 

la  eompliaiioa  with  a  resolotion  of  the  Seaala  of 
the  6ih  inatast,  leqnesting  me  '<  to  cause  to  be  hdd 
befoia  it  a  statement  of  the  effeetiYe  force  composing 
the  Military  ISsUblJiAiment  of  the  United  Sutes;  also» 
a  statement  of  the  di&rent  posts  atod  garrisons,  at 
end  within  Which  troops  are  stationed,  and  the  actual 
number  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  ori- 
▼atea,  at  each  poet  and  garrison  respectirely ;  also, 
to  deMgnate  in  sudi  statement,  the  naiaber  of  artUler* 
ista,  atni  the  nnmber  snd  calibfe  of  ordnance,  at  each 
of  ^e  said  posts  and  gairisens,''  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Sectetasy  of  War,  whidi>  with  the  doenmeals 
acoompanying  it,  eOnSains  all  the  information  la* 
^iied;  JAMBS  MONROE. 

jAavABT  1 1,  i«lt. 

The  Message  and  aceompMiytng  doen\iitots 
were  road. 


The  bill  supplemental  to  the  aet,  entitled  "^An 
act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Oity  of 
Washinitoo,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  aets  eoneeming 
the  coasting  trade  Was  read  the  seeond  time. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolotion  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it 
respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Viee  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
election  of  Representatires  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bab- 
Bouit.  the  farther  eonsideration  thereof  was  post- 
poiiea  to,  ahd  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to« 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  tlw 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
suspeno,  for  a  limited  time,  tbe  sale  or  foffeitnre 
of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  tbe  paytnent 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noblb,  to  hmehd  the  biN, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  **  States''  in  the  tenth 
line,  the  IbHowiag: 

"  And  that,  on  the  instalments  which  are  or  mav  be- 
come due  before  the  3  let  day  of  March,  18S0,  inwest 
shall  not  be  charged,  except  from  the  time  they  becSOie 
dne  until  paid ;  but,  in  fulure  to  pay  the  said  im^- 
meats,  on  the  said  81st  of  March,  18tO,  intersst  shall 
be  chaiged  thereon,  in  confiamity  with  ihi&  piowsietts 
heretofbre  m  force,  from  the  date  of  the  pairehsas. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatSre— yoas  Y, 
nays  29,  as  follows : 

Txjis — Messrs.  Edwaids,  Monil,  l^M^  ROgglte, 
Ti^lor,  Thomas,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

Nats— Messn.  Barbour,  Buttill,  Crittenden,  Bag- 
gett,  Biekerson,  Eaton,  Foisyth,  Gsffiard,  Goldsbm^ 
eugh,  Hanson,  'Ron&r,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  La- 
cock,  Leake,  Msoon,  Meilen,  Menow,  Otli,  Roberts, 
Banlbrd,  Smidi,  Stokes,  Steiar,  Talbot,  TioheMr, 
Yaa  TifkB,  and  WiMlams  of  Tennessee. 

And  no  amendment  haying  been  agreed  to;  the 
bill  was  reported  to  tbe  HoOse ;  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ihformed  the  Senate  that  the  Rouse  hare  oassed 
a  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tnomas 
Hall  JevYejf  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
ippropriatiotts  for  the  military  serrice  of  the 
United  States  for  tbe  yhar  1619 1**  and  also  a  bill, 
Entitled  **An  act  fof  the  relief  of  Daniel  Moss  ;'* 
4n  #hfch  bilh  they  teqftMst  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  siid  hills  were  tead,  and  passed  to  tha 
second  reading. 

The  PaiaiDBiit  coin  mnhica ted  a  report  of  the 
Cothmissioners  of  the  Nary  Pensiott  Fhnd,  con- 
taining statemifnts  in  relation  to  that  fnnd,ilihde 
in  ohedieoce  to  the  'Act  for  the  better  gorern* 
mentof  the  Nary  of  the  United  States;"  aiid 
the  report  was  riAd. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioti  of  the  bill,  entitled  **Att 
act  to  extend,  for  a  further  term  of  fire  ^ears, 
the  peixsions  heitetofore  grhnted  to  thewtdoiTs 
and  orphans  of  the  oAeers  and  soldiers  who  died, 
or  were  killed,  in  the  late  warf*  and  the  fbrther 
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eoBsidention  thtreof  wit  postponed  aotil  Taes- 
day  next 

The  Scoate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cooiideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  concerning  widows  of  rtie  militia;"  and  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  an- 
til  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resamed|  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samael  H.  Harper  ^^  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Mattrom  Ball,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims ;  and  the  amendment 
having  been'  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  amended  accordingly ;  and  the  amend- 
ment being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THB  COURTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  moreconrenient  organization  of  the  courts 
of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  the  appointment  of 
circuit  judges. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  the  Senate  had  been  kind 
enough  to  indulge  him  with  a  jposiponement  of 
this  questioo,  when  it  was  last.belore  them.  As  he 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill  under  consideration,  and  had  entertained  a 
different  opinion  from  the  other  gentlemen  on 
that  committee,  as  regards  the  propriety  and  ex- 
pediencT  of  this  change  in  the  judiciary  system 
of  the  united  States,  he  would  beg  leave  to  offer 
some  remarks  upon  it. 

One  prominent  ground  upon  which  this  change 
is  contemplated,  is  the  immense  distance  which 
some  of  the  circuit  jodgjn  have  to  travel  to  the 
City  of  Washington*  This  place  is  not  eonse* 
crated  to  the  cooru.  Thev  can  as  easily  be  held 
at  a  central  point,  by  which  the  distance  the  sev- 
eral judges  will  have  to  travel  can  be  better 
equalized.  And  he  saw  no  reason  why  they 
should  be  confined  there,  and  compel  some  of 
yotir  jydffes  to  travel  a  thousand  miles,  whilst 
others  did  not  travel  one-tenth  of  the  distance; 
and  this,  too^  whilst  much  of  your  wealth,  popu- 
lation, genius,  and  learning,  were  going  from  the 
worn-out  and  sterile  fields  along  the  Atlantic, 
and  its  vicinity,  in  which  Washington  itself  was 
included,  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  immense 
tracts  of  rich  and  productive  lands  to  the  West, 
from  a  source  whence  yon  may  calculate  on  a 
considerable  portion  of  your  lawsuits  to  spring. 

Sir,  the  bill  before  you  provides  for  a  supreme 
court  of  appeal,  to  consist  of  seven  judges,  until 
two  of  the  present  number  shall  go  cfi(  by  death 
or  re&ignatioo.  It  is  thought  the  present  number 
is  too  unwieldy ;  that  five  are  a  more  appropriate 
number;  and  it  is  argued,  if  you  add  two  more 
to  the  present  number,  the  system  will  be  still 
more  unmanageable. 


If  two  are  added  to  take  the  Western  States, 
as  the  amendment  proposes,  all  the  circniu  earn 
be  easilv  attended,  and  probably  wky^  oat  of 
nine,  will  always  attend  the  Supreme  Court.  Bot, 
if  the  whole  nine  should  attend,  it  would  appear, 
sir,  that  no  unfavorable  apprehensions  ought  to 
be  entertained.  These  judges,  whilst  they  bold 
their  seats  under  the  present  system,  ought  to  be 
practical  men.  They  will  be  useful  in  bringing 
together  their  aggregate  knowledge  df  the  vari- 
ous rules  of  practice  from  the  different  8tate% 
and  will  give  that  oniversaiity  to  the  decisions 
that  is  essential  to  every  rale  of  law.  Beaidea,  if 
anything  can  be  drawn  from  ezperieacc  in  Eng- 
land, from  whence  we  have  derired  man^  of  onr 
rules  and  maxims,  we  shall  find  that  nine  la  a 
modemte  number.  In  England  there  are  twelve 
judges,  all  of  whom  are  practical  men,  attending 
the  circuits,  and  hearing  causes  in  the  first  atagee, 
and  then  associating  together  to  hear  them  upon 
review.  And  in  all  important  cases  the  twelve 
jodges  sit  together.  The  last  reeort  isao  appeal 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  when  that  is  the  pskse, 
in  addition  to  that  numerous  body  of  more  thaa 
one  hundred,  the  twelve  judges  are  usually  called 
in  to  aid  in  the  decision.    This 


accumulated 
dom  is  never  thought  unwieldy  in  that  country. 

hfr.  S.  observed,  that  one  great  objection  to  the 
ameadment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  BAaaoua,)  was  the  great  nnmber  of 
district  judges,  and  their  inadeiipacy  to  try  im- 
portant cases.  Sir,  these  district  judges,  if  the 
diminishing  system  had  began  there,  would  have 
been  much  more  easily  reduced  than  your  cir- 
cuit judges.  The  former  must  either  starve  or 
resign,  and  look  for  some  other  employment,  un« 
less  you  nwke  better  provision  for  them  than 
has  been  heretofore  done.  Some  of  the  district 
judges  are  now  doing  as  arduous  duties  as  Toor 
circuit  judges,  and  receive  but  a  thousand  or 
twelve  hundred  dollars  for  a  salary.  If  these 
jodges  are  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties, the  earliest  possible  measures  ought  to  be 
adopted  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  the  system  ought 
to  M  modified  so  as  to  crumble  them  away,  or 
they  ought  to  be  put  on  a  resoectable  footing,  aad 
men  appointed,  in  future,  or  respectable  talents, 
to  whom  the  public  busloess  may  be  with  safety 
confided.  There  ought  to  be  no  secondary  judges. 
The  cause  of  three  hundred  dollars  Is  oHen  as  im- 
portant to  the  parties  litigant,  as  one  of  a  far 
greater  amount  is  to  a  rich  man.  What  is  lustrce 
to  a  rich  man,  is  justice  to  a  poor  man.  otu  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  does  not  propose  an 
abolition  of  the  district  courts;  they  are  to  re- 
main untouched,  and  the  district  jodges  are  to  sit 
with  the  circuit  jodges;  so  that  the  eight  cir* 
cuit  judges^  to  be  appointed  under  this  bill,  are  to 
be  in  addition  to  all  the  judges,  both  district  and 
supreme,  now  existing,  and  no  provision  made 
for  lessening  the  number  of  district  judges  in  fu- 
ture. The  more  simple  a  judiciary  system  is, 
the  greater  are  the  chances  for  justice,  and  the 
more  hope  of  purity  in  the  system. 

Mr.  S.  said,  we  bad  heard  that  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  were  now  advancing  in  life, 
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mnd  onght  to  be  reliered  from  the  dntiei  of  the 
eircait,  aod  left  to  the  more  Important  duties  ia 
the  mpreme  court  of  appeals.  He  bad  himself 
erery  possible  respect  for  the  jadg^es,  and,  if  it  ap- 
peared tkat  higher  salaries  were  necessary,  let 
them  hare  iL  But,  heretofore,  they  had  no  a  round 
to  complain.  The  salary  had  been  considered, 
an  til  rery  lately,  an  adequate  compensation.  It 
was  so  mocb  so,  that,  wheoe?er  a  vacancy  hap- 
pened, there  were  immediate  applications,  and  a 
competition  for  it.  There  was  a  time  when  na- 
ture pointed  to  repose;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
doubted,  unless  in  rare  eases,  that,  when  the  body 
fails,  from  age  and  infirmity,  the  mind  becomes 
enfeebled  t(K> ;  and  you  ha?e  no  other  mode  to 
test  this  principle,  but  by  that  active  course  which 
your  judges  were  oblig[ed  to  pursue  under  the  pre- 
sent system.  If  jou  sit  them  down  at  their  ease, 
in  the  decline  or  life,  they  will  soon  forget  the 
naxims  €»f  kw,  if  they  should  not  the  grand  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  And  the  maxims  of  law  are  the 
law,  and  most  be  retained  by  a  judge,  if  you  ex- 
pect to  keep  the  rules  of  law  equal  and  perma- 
nent. 

Suppose  a  judge  becomes  superannuated;  if 
you  take  him  from  his  labors  he  has  nothing  to 
«daK>nish  him  to  retire.  He,  most  probably,  will 
be  the  last  man  to  feel  the  imbecility  of  his  mind ; 
and  how  are  yon  to  get  rid  of  him  1  You  hare 
already  had  some  experience  of  this  sort.  One 
of  your  judges  became  insane,  and  yon  had  no 
aifernatire  but  to  impeach  him.  Some  of  the 
States  hare  bad  experience  of  this  sort  liitewise, 
and  have  been  tortured  for  expedients  to  relieve 
themselves  from  the  infirmities  of  age  and  im- 
becility. 

The  Senate  has  heard  complaints  from  no  quar- 
ter but  the  Western  States.  The  relief  offered 
by  the  amendment  will  be  fully  sufficient  to  put 
them  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States. 
Thi&  relief  to  the  supreme  j  ndges  was  first  brought 
iDlo  view  by  Mr.  President  Madison,  in  bis  Mes- 
sage to  the  last  Congress  during  his  administra- 
tion. With  every  regard  for  the  great  political 
information  and  experience  of  that  venerable  pa- 
triot, it  is  to  be  recollected  he  was  not  a  practical 
lawyer.  Borne  down,  himself,  by  the  fatigues 
and  duties  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  public  service, 
asd  iaogoishing  for  retirement,  he  seems  to  have 
transferred  his  feelings  to  the  judges.  Such  a 
sympathy  was  natural,  especially  in  the  halcyon 
days  of  his  Administration.  But  the  life  of  a 
jodfe  is  a  life  of  labor;  it  is  the  character  of  the 
sution ;  and  whenever  he  becomes  unfit  to  bear 
the  labors,  he  becomes  unfit  to  diseharare  the  high 
duties  atucfaed  to  it.  The  State  of  New  York 
has  given  us  a  valuable  lesson  on  this  subject.  It 
has  limited  the  tenure  of  office  to  sixty  years.  At 
that  age  a  judge  is  compelled  to  retire.  Look  at 
their  oeeisioos,  as  given  to  us*in  their  books  of 
report ;  they  are  inferior  to  none  in  this  country, 
or  perhaps  any  other  in  the  world.  They  are  the 
fruiu  of  vigorous  minds  not  yet  impaired  by  age 
and  infirmity. 

Sir,  in  a  country  like  this^it  is  of  some  impor- 
tance that  your  judges  should  ride  the  circuits, 


not  only  to  become  practically  acquainted  with 
the  different  rules  that  eovern  the  decisions  ia 
the  different  States  of  tae  Union,  but  that  thej 
may  not  forget  the  genius  and  temper  of  their 
government.  Adopt  the  system  now  before  vou, 
and  vour  supreme  judges  will  be  completely  clois- 
terea  within  the  City  of  Washington,  and  their 
decisions,  instead  of  emanating  fcom  enlarged  and 
liberalized  minds,  will  assume  a  severe  and  local 
character.  This  will  not  apply  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  now  fill  your  bench  with  so  much 
ability,  but  it  will  result  from  the  system,  and 
from  human  nature. 

The  increased  duties  which  are  intended  to  be 
imposed  on  the  circuit  judges,  to  be  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  will  in  nowise 
render  the  station  of  a  circuit  juoge  less  laborious 
than  what  falls  to  the  lot  of  each  of  the  present 
circuits^  including  their  travels  to  Washington, 
and  duties  there.  Only  take  a  view  of  the  present 
circuits,  and  compare  them  with  those  that  are  to 
be  substituted,  and  the  thing  will  be  manifest. 
So  it  is  only  enlarging  the  number  of  your  judges, 
without  diminishing  the  duties  In  the  same  pro- 
portion ;  and  this  is  contrived  by  associating  the 
distriot  judges.  Who  have  heretofore  given  gen- 
eral satisfaction  alone,  with  the  circuit  judges 
now  to  be  created  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  now  examine  into  the 
present  system,  and  see  if  it  employed  the  judges 
as  constantly  as  had  been  alleged.  The  judges 
had  made  no  representation  of  overgrown  ffockeis 
from  any  of  the  Atlantic  Suites.  It  has  been 
represented  by  the  gentlemen  from  the  Western 
States,  that  they  must  have  another  judge  there, 
and  two  are  offered  them  by  the  amendment. 
No  data  had  been  given  upon  which  you  would 
ground  a  supposition  that  the  business  had  re- 
cently increased.  He  had  hoped  that  the  resolu- 
tion offered  a  few  days  ago,  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Samforo,) 
would  have  superseded  the  bill,  tor  the  present  at 
least.  The  object  of  that  resolution  was  to  oh* 
tain,  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  an  offi- 
cial return  from  all  the  circuit  courts  in  the 
United  States  of  the  number  and  character  of  the 
causes  depending  in  each.  This  would  satisfac- 
torily show  the  necessity  or  impropriety  of  an 
angpnentation  of  your  judges.  If  the  state  of 
the  business  of  the  courts  did  not  require  it, 
it  Would  certainly  be  an  incautious  policy  to 
make  it. 

There  was  one  evidence,  that  there  was  no 
great  pressure  of  business,  given  by  the  judges 
themselves.  One  of  them  had  turned  historian, 
and  had  written  the  historv  of  his  country  in  five 
lar^e  volumes,  which  would  redound  to  his  im- 
perishable honor,  and  the  unspeakable  advantage 
of  his  countrymen.  It  now  adorned  the  library 
of  every  man  of  science.  It  is  said  that  Qibboo, 
the  celebrated  historian,  was  incessantly  engaged 
for  twenty  years  in  writing  the  history  of  the  de- 
cline and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  which  is  but 
a  little  larger  than  this.  Surely,  then,  the  honor- 
able judge  could  not  have  been  oppressed  b^  the 
duties  of  his  office,  or  he  could  never  have  found 
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time  to  bare  writtea  eo  eltgut  tad  rolamiooas 
m  work. 

Bat,  sir,  to  come  down  to  the  present  time,  we 
find  the  same  evidence  eiisting  now.  It  is  not  a 
secret  in  the  literary  world,  that  another  honora- 
ble gentleman  of  the  Sopreme  Court  is  now  en- 
gaged in  collecting  materials  for,  and  writing  the 
bistorjr  of,  the  late  General  Greene.  This  is  not 
mentioned  as  anyhow  objectionable  on  the  part 
of  these  gentlemen ;  bnt,  if  they  have  time  to  in- 
dalge  in  such  extensive  works  of  genins  and  taste, 
it  was  an  unqualified  proof  that  they  had  much 
leisure  from  their  professional  duties. 

If  be  could  be  permitted  to  compare  the  State 
courts  to  the  supreme  courts  of  the  United  States, 
be  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention  the  judiciary 
of  New  York.  In  that  extensive  State,  they  had 
about  sixty  circuit  courts.  They  had  but  five 
judges  to  do  the  duties  in  these  courts.  The 
riding  of  the  judges  was  as  extensive  as  that  of 
any  of  your  supreme  judges.  You  have  one  court 
of  appeal  in  the  year ;  the  judges  of  New  York 
bdd  two  courts  of  appeals  in  the  year.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  they  formed  a  committee  of  refision, 
and,  in  that  character,  had  to  attend  a  long  ses- 
sion of  their  Legislature  every  year,  and  inspect 
all  their  bills  before  they  passed  into  laws.  In 
short,  their  labors  were  at  least  four  times  as  great 
as  that  of  our  supreme  judges. 

The  boaorabla  gentleman  from  Bfoaaaehusetto 
(BIr.  Ona)  was  a  member  of  that  Congress  wbieh 
passed  the  act  in  1801,  modifying  your  judiciary 
pretty  much  after  the  manner  of  the  one  under 
consideration.  That  was  a  little  more  enlarged 
than  ibis.  It  was  then  urged  that  there  was  an 
imperious  necessity  to  auament  jour  jodffes, 
which  was  done  to  the  number  of  sixteen.  This 
was  under  tbe  Administmtion  of  Mr.  President 
Adams.  Before  the  next  succeeding  session  of 
Congress  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  omee,  and  be 
procured  an  official  statement  from  all  tbe  courts 
m  the  United  States,  of  all  tbe  causes,  of  every 
description,  which  had  been  commenced  or  pros- 
ecuted from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment up  to  November,  1801,  including  eleven 
years.  The  whole  of  tbe  causes,  criminal,  civil, 
and  equitable,  in  all  that  time,  did  not  amount  to 
nine  thousand.  And  the  number  of  sniu  com- 
menced in  tbe  District  of  Maine  during  that 
eleven  years  was  only  nine,  and  but  three  of 
them  remained  undisposed  of.  Sixteen  additional 
eireuit  judges  were  appointed  to  aid  in  this 
migbty  work.  More  than  four  thousand  causes 
bave  appeared  on  tbe  docket,  at  one  court,  in  tbe 
oily  ofCharleston,  which  is  half  the  number  that 
were  in  ail  tbe  oonru  of  tbe  United  States  for 
eleven  years ;  and  tbe  judges  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  had  twenty-seven  circuit  courts 
to  attend  besides  Charleston.  This  is  a  fair  com- 
parison of  labor.  However,  tbe  succeeding  Con- 
gress, after  a  protracted  and  warm  debate,  re- 
pealed tbe  law,  and  tbe  new  created  judges  sunk 
with  it.  Tbe  same  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
O.)  has  shown  an  equal  zeal  upon  this  occasion ; 
and  these  is  little  question  but  that  be  is  as  much 


in  his  calcalattons  new  as  be  was  tbea, 
if  be  bad  tbe  same  meaas  to  test  iL 

There  aras  much  party  spirit  dispiayad  in  tbe 
appointment  of  tbe  judges,  which  bave  been  so 
emphatically  called  Mr.  Adams^midnigbt  judges. 
He  appointml  them  in  tbe  last  hours  of  bis  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  wbi^  sixteen  of  tbena^were 
Federal.  As  thb  office  bad  beea  created,  and  as 
no  member  of  Congress  conld  be  appointed  to 
office  who  bad  been  a  member  at  tbe  time  of  its 
eaaction,  such  gentlemen  as  wanud  to  go  from 
Congress  to  a  seat  in  tbe  courts  were  noaoinaxed 
to  be  district  judges,  as  that  office  bad  been  cre- 
ated before,  aad  the  district  judges  wbieb  tbey 
were  appointed  to  succeed  were  promoted  to  eir^ 
cuit  judges.  Some  of  those  would  not  accept 
tbe  promotion,  aad  tbe  offices  to  wbieb  tbey  had 
been  sppointed  becaaM  racant,  of  eovne,  and 
were  filled  by  appoinlmenu  made  by  Ifr.  Jeffer- 
son ;  among  which  there  was  not  one  bot  what 
was  of  tbe  oppostic  polities.  Whan  tbis  system 
was  abrogaiecl,  some  of  tbe  circuit  judges^  vrbo 
lost  their  offices,  did  not  hesitate  to  accept  of  tbe 
appointment  of  district  judges,  and  bave  neld  die 
office  ever  since.  Tbis  at  kast  psoTes  that  all 
your  district  judges  were  not  appoinled  froB 
men  of  inferior  legal  learning. 

Mr.  S.  said  It  was  wortb  while  to  take  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  this  subject,  and  to  csunine  tf 
there  were  not  very  strong  reasons  lo  conclude 
that  your  United  Stales  courts,  and  especially 
those  to  which  you  were  about  to  give  aacb  an 
increase  of  judses,  could  never  bave  a  great  deal 
of  busiaess.  By  the  Const itution,  tbeir  jurisdic- 
tion is  very  limited,  except  in  maritime  and  ad- 
miralty cases ;  and  these  were  by  law  ezeltuivdy 
given  to  tbe  district  courts.  The  district  courts 
also  take  cognisance  of  all  crioaes  and  oifencei, 
where  no  otber  punishment  than  whipping,  not 
exceeding  thirty  lashes,  is  inflicted,  or  where  tbe 
fine  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  doUnrs;  or 
where  the  punishment  is  by  imprisonmcnL  not 
exceeding  six  months.  This  diminishes  down 
the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  circuit  ooorts,  in  criminal 
cases,  to  a  mere  shadow.  Tbe  district  courts 
bave  likewise  tbe  exelihive  jurisdietion  in  all 
cases  of  seixures  by-  land  or  on  riven.  And  tbe 
district  cottru  bave  concmrrent  jurisdiction  in  al* 
most  every  otber  case,  under  tbe  limited  jarisdic- 
tton  given  by  tbe  Uoastitntion  to  tbe  United 
States  courts. 

In  addition  to  tbi^  tbe  Congram  buTe  conde- 
scended to  give  by  (aw  to  tbe  oounty  and  State 
eonrts,  established  by  tbe  6mte  antborittes,  onaly 
a  concurrent  jorkdictaon  in  all  cases  for  laxes^ 
for  duties,  for  fines,  for  penalties,  and  for  forfeit* 
ures;  and  that  to  any  amount.  !nib  wofuld  ahow 
that  ia  this  great  division  and  distribution  of  ju- 
risdiction, there  is  but  very  little  left  for  tbe  cir* 
cuit  courts.  Bmides,  in  all  cases  of  common  Inw, 
and  there  are  verv  few  of  any  otber  cbnmei^  ia 
the  courts  of  the  United  States^  the  courts  ODder 
Sute  authority  have  jurisdiction  likewise  ;  and 
very  many  who  might  bring  their  anils  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  prefer  tbe  8tat^ 
oouns.     There  is  every  leason  for  doin^  so. 
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There  is  generally  an  earlier  deeisioa ;  and.  noi- 
wilbsUading  the  distinguished  talents  employed 
in  the  United  States  courts,  there  is,  perhaps,  as 
much  in  many  of  the  State  courts.  Two  of  the 
gentlemen  that  now  fill  your  Supreme  Court 
were  taken  from  the  State  courts,  one  from  Sooth 
Carolina  and  the  other  from  New  York.  There 
are  many  other  instances.  Judge  Rutledge,'who 
was  inferior  to  no  man  in  legal  talents,  was  taken 
from  the  State  courts  of  Sooth  Carolina  by  Pres- 
ident Washington,  and  appojf^d  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States.  His  ap|Rntment  was  not 
confirmed  by  the  Senate,  it  was  true,  but  it  was 
said  to  be  on  account  of  some  political  feelings 
that  sprang  from  his  opposition  to  the  Treaty 
with  Great  Britain.  But  he  was,  nerertheless.  a 
great  man,  and  eqnal  to  the  dischaj^eof  the  duties 
of  that  hi^  appointment.  * 

Mr.  S.  said,  independent  of  all  these  incontro- 
fertible  facts,  there  were  other  strong  circum- 
stances to  induce  a  belief  that  the  causes  for  liti- 
gation were  decreasing,  and  with  them  litigation 
itself.  In  all  the  old  States  almost  all  the  titles 
to  lands  were  now  put  beyond  doubt.  They  hare 
either  been  settled  in  a  legal  way,  or  the  parties 
have  become  more  circumspect  as  regards  their 
land  titles^  as  that  property  has  increasd  in  ralne. 
In  the  new  States,  and  the  Territories  now  set- 
tling, the  lines  were  so  distinctly  marked  that 
they  were  risible  toe?ery  man  who  rode  through 
the  woods.  And  no  clashing  titles  coold  occur, 
as  tbev  were  derived  by  a  sale  immediately  from 
the  Qeneral  GtoTcrnment,  and  did  not  depend 
upon  the  old  practice,  of  erery  man  going  into 
the  woods  and  snrTeying  for  himself;  and  often- 
times two  or  three  surveying  the  same  tract. 
Your  laws  are  all  repealed  that  imposed  internal 
taxes  and  daties.  No  causes  can  arise  from  that 
source. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  cause  more  powerful 
still,  and  which  in  the  most  of  cases  on  contract, 
and  especially  in  all  the  cities  and  towns,  and 
many  other  places,  has  almost  superseded  the 
courts  of  law.  It  is.  the  banks.  They  are  sov- 
ereign. Their  language  is  the  language  of  energy. 
Altbonsh  they  care  very  little  about  paying  their 
own  debts,  and  when  it  becomes  necessary  they 
suspend  payments  in  specie,  and  nobody  to  say 
them  nay.  yet,  the  very  moment  the  day  of  grace 
is  past,  tney  send  the  paper  of  the  bc»t  man  in 
the  community  to  a  notary  public  $  it  is  there 
protested  in  solemn  form,  and  he  is  as  fast  bound 
as  if  he  was  transfixed  by  a  spear.  This  is  now 
the  medium  through  which  merchants  collect 
their  debts.  They  cannot  wait  the  ordinary  pro- 
cess of  law,  and  submit  to  the  doctrine  of  inipar- 
lance,  a  term  derived  from  tbe  Scriptures.  This 
would  produce  delay.  The  common  law  course 
is  tedious  throughout.  It  is  not  so  in  the  banks ; 
everythin^^  must  yield  to  them.  There  is  no 
more  credit  given  to  a  merchant,  mechanic,  or 
any  other  person  who  comes  within  their  sphere, 
if  he  is  behind  with  the  bank.  He  is  pointed 
out — he  has  failed  1  To  avoid  this  dire  calami- 
ty, everything  must  give  way.  The  debtor  sells 
his  beds,  his  plate;  his  goods  are  rolled  off  to  the 
15th  CoK.  2d  Ssss.— 5 


vendues,  "  and  must  be  sold  positively.''  From 
all  these  considerations,  he  said,  he  shotkld  vote 
for  the  amendment,  because  it  presented  to  his 
view  the  most  elij^iole  alternative. 

Mr.  Lac  OCX  said,  that  he  rose  to  offer  his  ob- 
jections on  the  bill  before  the  Senate  under  cir- 
cumstances peculiarly  embarrassing  and  discour- 
aging. The  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  composed  of  gentlemen  of  the  first 
legal  talents  in  the  Senate,  oerhaps  in  the  Union. 
For  himself  he  boasted  or  no  such  talents;  be 
assumed  not  the  character  of  a  lawyer ;  he  had 
generally  acouiesced  in  questions  of  minor  im- 
portance and  mere  judicial  regulation,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  whose  pursuits  in  life  gave  them 
a  better  opportunity  of  judging  than  himself. 
But  this  was  a  very  different  ouestion.  It  pro- 
posed a  new  organization  and  modification  of 
the  judicial  powers  of  the  Government^  that  vi- 
uUy  affected  the  interest  of  the  nauoo.  He 
therefore  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  give  a  silent 
vote  on  the  occasion,  and  begged  the  indulgent 
ear  of  the  Gtenate  while  he  attempted  to  point 
out  what  appeared  to  him  radical  defects  in  the 
system  proposed. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  objected  to  the  bill,  in  the  first 
place,  because,  instead  of  strengthening  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unitd  States  it 
weakened  it.  In  the  second  place,  it  subjected 
the  judges  of  that  court,  by  locating  them  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  to  dangerous  influences  and 
strong  temptations,  that  might  bias  their  minds 
and  ]>ollute  the  streams  of  national  justice.  These 
positions,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  endeavor  to  de- 
monstrate. It  would  be  admitted,  said  Mr.  L.,  that 
this  court  possesses  powers,  legitimately  ^rant^d 
by  the  Constitution,  of  the  most  extensive  and 
important  character.  It  had  been  urged  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Bubrill,  as  a 
reason  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  that  the  busi- 
ness in  the  courU  of  the  United  States  had  vastly 
increased,  and  would  continue  to  increase  and 
magnify  in  proportion  to  the  increased  popula- 
tion and  wealth  of  the  nation }  and  yet^  notwith- 
standing this  acknowledged  increase  of  important 
duties,  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  that 
state  those  facts,  proposed  to  reduce  the  number 
of  judges  from  seven  to  five,  thus  diminishing 
at  one  blow  near  one  third  of  the  mental  and 
legal  strength  and  character  of  the  court.  Does 
this,  said  Mr.  L.,  appear  like  improving  your  sys- 
tem of  jurisprudence,  and  adapting  it  to  the  in- 
creased exigencies  of  the  nation  1  But  this,  said 
Mr.  L.,  is  not  the  worst  feature  in  this  system— 

J^ou  not  only  propose  to  diminish  the  number  of 
ndges,  but  you  destroy,  or  very  mnch.  at  least, 
impair  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  those  who 
remain  on  the  bench.  We  are  told  that  these 
judges  are  to  be  men  advanced  in  years,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  relieve  them  from  the  labor  inci- 
dent to  a  discharge  of  their  circuit  duties  in  the 
States,  and,  therefore,  provision  must  be  made 
for  their  convenience.  I  fear,  said  Mr.  L„  that 
gentlemen  have  consulted  more  the  ease  and 
convenience  of  the  judge  than  the  benefit  of  the 
nation,  and  that  this  bill  will  suit  the  judge  bet- 
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The  biil  to  pnrride  Ibr  sick  MuddittbLtd  seaiaea 
was  read  the  second  time* 

•  Affreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  GoLDseoBooaH 
disked  and  o.btained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  sup- 
plemental to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington ;" 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  cireait 
'vdges,  together  with  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
till  with  insf ructions;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Smvtb,  the  further  eonsideraiioB  tbefcof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clarke  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  Finaoee. 
to  w^Knn  the  subject  was  referred^  reported  a  bill 
sufplementary  to  the  acts  eone«ming  the  coasting 
trsoB ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
seeond  reading. 

Mr.  Q0LD9B0ROUOH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hUl,  entitled 
*^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  S;  King."  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amend  men  t;  whicQwas 
rcsid. 

The  Pbbbidbnt  commanicaied  three  several 
mifiial  Mports  from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  wit:  comprehending  conttmcts  made  by  the 
Navy  Commisstooers.  showing  the  names  and 
salaries  of  clerks  employed  in  that  office,  and  on 
tha  expenditure  and  application  of  moneys ;  and 
the  reports  were  respectively  read. 

Oft  motion^  by  Mr.  Tait,  they  were  severaHy 
reforred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  PiUMHOBiiT  communicated  a  letter  from 
William  Lambert,  transmitting  fifty  copies  of  a 
work,  entitled  Abstracts  of  Calealattooa  to  aseer* 
tain  the  Longitude  of  the  Capital,  in  the  City  of 
Washingtoo,  from  the  Greenwica  Observatory 
in.  Bngland,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Senate  $  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Mr*  MoRBow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Buchanan  and  Hugh  Milling,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition.  The  re« 
port  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  in  relatioa 
to  pre-emption  claims,  and  the  extension  of  the 
same;  anu  also  the  memorial  of  George  Gill,  and 
others,  praving  Che  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
lands ;  anci  the  memorials  were  respectively  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

MONUMENT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

.  The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
over  the  remains  of  General  Gborqb  Washikq- 
Tov.  where  they  now  lie. 

.  Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  appropriating 


money  for  the  ereetioo  of  aa  equestiiaa  statue  of 
General  Washinoton,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  1783. 

[This  resolution  was  passed  on  the  7th  of  Aa* 
gust,  1783,  and  directs  substantially  thaian  equea* 
trian  statue  of  bronze  be  erected  at  the  Seat  of 
Gk>verttmBnt  i  that  the  General  be  represented  ia 
a  Roman  dress,  holding  a  truncheon  in  his  right 
hand,  his  head  encircled- by  a  laurel  wreath )  that 
the  pedestal  be  of  marble,  on  which  to  be  repre- 
sented in  relief  the  following  principal  eveiits  of 
the  war  in  which  General  W.  commanded  ia 
person,  viz :  the  evacuation  of  Boston ;  the  capture 
of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton ;  the  bi^ttle  of  Prince* 
ton ;  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and  the  surrender 
of  York.  The  resolution  directed  also  the  in* 
seriptioas  $  tbat  it  shall  be  eiecuted  by  the  best 
artists^  4c.] 

The  motion  produced  a  short  debate,  and  was 
finally  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YsAB — ^Messrs.  Bsibour,  Bunillt  CiitteiideB,  Deggettt 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Foisyth»  Frametttin,  Geillsid,  Gold» 
boioagh,  HoissT,  Hunter,  Johnsooi  King,  Leake» 
MsooB,  MeUen,  M orril,  Otis,  Pabner,  Ssnford,  Stc^eci 
8tor«r»  Tatt,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichsnos,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams  ofTennosses    30. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Lacock,  Morrow,  NoUs,  Bobert% 
Boggles,  and  Smith;— 6. 


MoNOAT,  January  11. 

Mr.  GoLDenoRODop.  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent^nd  Managers  of  the  Rockville  and  Wajib- 
ington  Turapike  Road  Company,  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road 
to,  or  from  the  boundarir  o(  the  City  of  Washiae* 
ton,  in  the  District  of  Cfolumbia,  through  the  said 
District  to  the  line  thereof,"  reported  the  sane 
without  amendment* 

Mr.  GoLD8BoaouGH,  from  the^same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill^  entitled  '*An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Medical  Society  of  the.  District 
of  Columbia,"  reported  the  same  with  amead- 
taents,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  GoLDSBoaouoB,  from  the  same  oommitteei 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Provident  Association  of  Clerks 
in  the  civil  Department  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment  i  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Babboda  called  up  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Bland  Lee,  Commissioner  under  the  claians' 
law,  presented  at  the  last  session,  praying  addi* 
tional  compensation  for  his  services;  and,  on  his 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiois. 

Mr.  TatijOB  presented  the  petition  of  William 
N.  Perry  and  Mark  Burnett,  praying  to  be  con. 
firmed  in  their  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  i  and 
the  petition  wais  readi  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr*  Samford,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  MaiHifactyre%  to  whom  wae  referrcif 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  pBoseager 
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ships  «ii4  Tessels,''  nsportsd  the  same  wkh  UAsad- 
iBents;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Sakford  eobmitted  the  foUowing  motioA 
for  eoueidenuen : 

llaolMd,  Thftt  the  Atlomey  GtMiml  procure  sod 
Imy  before  the  Beaete^  at  the  femmeBceBieBt  of  their 
next  ieerim,  •eeeieie  liete  of  til  ceveee,  whteh  meybe 
depending  on  the  — *-*  dey  of-——  in  the  eeversl  diet 
tbet  end  cueoit  ooerte»  end  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Qpited  Stetee ;  dietii^uiiihing  thereint  civil  and 
oimiBil  eeeee;  suite  between  citiaeoe  of  difierent 
8tBiee;  enits  to  vihich  the  United  States  axe.  partiea» 
etating  eeparatelj  suite  for  duties ;  original  causes^  and 
caoaca  zemored  by  appeel  or  writ  of  error ;  with  the 
times  of  the  commencement  of  the  suitiy  in  th^  scTeral 
courts ;  and  such  other  statements  or  explanations,  as 
may  appear  to  lum  proper,  to  exhibit  the  actual  state 
and  amount  of  the  busuiess  depending  in  the.  scTeral 
courts; 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  od  the  pe- 
tition of  Luc7  Cottioeao ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewitbf  she  had  leare  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
repoct  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Qoddard, 
and  others;  and  tne  farther  consideratioa  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Otis  submitted  the  following,  motion  for 
consideraiioD : 

Rttohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commnajcate  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
mation in  his  possession,  and  which*  in  his  opinioUf 
the  public  interest  may  permit  te  disdoseB  reciting  to 
the  seiraxe  and  detention  of  the  property  of  American 
dtixens,  by  the  Geremment  of  the  ittand  of  Hayti,  and 
the  state  <n  any  negotiation  or  attempts  at  negotiatipn 
to  procure  leslitutton. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Buchanan 
and  Hu|sh  NUlling;  and,  in  concurrence  there with| 
the  petitioners  had  leare  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  D^QOBTT  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  at. 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  praying  amendments  to 
the  acts  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slares  into 
the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  reed, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
15th  of  last  month,  on  the  subject,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  bill  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting, 
and  deciding  controversies  between  two  or  more 
Slates,  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciaryi  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

TERRITORT  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  Sute  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  sach  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States^  and,  on 


the  question  to  agree  to  the  foUowring  amend- 
ment, proposed  by  Mr.  Leaks  : 

After  the  word  "  the'*  in  the  ninth  line  of  the  sec- 
ond seetion,  strike  out  the  remaining  part  of  the  niaUi 
lino,  and  the  first  part  of  the  tenth  line,  to  the  word 
"to,"  in  the  said  tenth  line,  and  insert :  *<Cotton  Crtn 
Port,  on  Tombigbee  river ;  thence  down  the  same  to 
the  Mobile  bay;  thenoe,  through  the  same,  between 
Mobile  Point  and  Danphine  island :'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  3^ 
nays  32,  as  follows: 
Ybas — Msesis*  Johnson,  Leake,  end  Williams  ef 


Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Buriill,  Crittenden,  Dag* 
gett*  Dsokerson,  Eaton,  Bppes,  Forsyth*  Fromentia» 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Laoockt  MaeoUf  Mel* 
len,  Morril,  Morrow,  Otis,  Palmer,  Roberts,  Ruggles^ 
Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tavbr,  Thoma% 
TidienoTy  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Wherenpon,  Mr.  Leaki  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  tenth  line  of  the  seeond  section,  the  words 
"due  south,"  and  insert,  "  along  the  line  estab- 
lished by  an  aet  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Missis* 
sippi  Territory,  between  the  coiintiBs  of  Wayne, 
Green,  and  Jaeksea,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
eoonties  of  Washington,  Baldwin,  and  Mobilet 
on  the  other  side ;"  and^  on  the  question  to  agree 
theveto,'  it  waa  determined  in  the  ncfatisfe-rryeaa 
3,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

TBAs--Messra»  Leako;  Williams  of  Mississip^,  mU 
Williams  of  Tenaesaee. 

NATs*»Messrs.  Barbour,  Banill,  Cfittendsn,  Dag- 
gett, Diskessen,  Eslon,  BppeS|  Ponyth*  Promentiot 
Getttsrdt  Honsy»  Hunter,  Johnsent  Kiqg»  Lacoek» 
Macen,  MeUso*  Monil,  Monow,  Noble*  Otis.  Palmer. 
Reberlsi  Bugi^  Sanfoid,  Smith,  Studke^  Tsit,  Tsl- 
hot,  Tsykv,  Thomss^  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendments 
being  ooncufred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

CLOTHING  THE  ARMT  IN  DOMESTIC  MAMt 

UFACTURB8. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
renort  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the 
supiect  of  clothiug  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
in  domestic  manufactures. 

Mr.  RoaoLse,  of  Ohio,  submitted  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  report,  with  instructions  ^'  to  report 
a  bill  to  authorize  and  require  the  Secretary  at 
War,  to  supply  the  Armjr  of  the  United  States 
with  clothing  of  domestic  manufacture,  in  all 
cases  where  the  same  can  be  procured  of  suitable 
quality,  and  on  terms  equal  (exclusive  of  tbe  cost 
of  transportation)  to  that  of  foreign  manufactures.'' 

Mr.  nuGGLEB  said  he  had  introduced  the  reso- 
lution to  recommit  the  bill,  under  the  firmest 
conviction  of  its  expediency.  He  believed  the 
time  had  arrived  when  a  measure  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  adopted  by  tbe  Goveropient.  It 
was  a  measure  of  national  interest  and  impor- 
tance, and  ought  not  to  be  longer  neglected.  He 
said  he  had  expected  the  report  of  tbe  committee 
would  have  been  of  a  dinerent  character,  and 
that  provision  would  have  been  made  by  laW|  at 
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to  the  officers  of  a  stsier  Slate;  bat,  he  mutt  be- 
liere  thej  acted  ander  the  ioflaeace  of  the  ttrong- 
ctt  politieal  deiiuioo.  With  their  motives,  how- 
ever, he  had  nothing  to  do.  It  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  state  the  fitct,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
with  what  fiicilitf  the  judges  may  be  brought  to 
act  in  accordance  with  the  political  riews  of  the 
RzecntiTe. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  felt  a  strong  repugnance  to  that 
nurt  of  the  bill  that  invited  the  judges  to  make 
Washington  the  seat  of  their  settled  residence. 
This  Government  was  emphatically  called  that 
of  the  people,  lis  existence  depended  on  the  all- 
]N>werful  influence  of  public  opuion.  The  affec- 
tion of  the  people  for  the  Gtovemment  and  its  func* 
tionaries,  is  the  cement,  the  adhesive  qOalitf  that 
binds  the  nation  together.  Dissolve  this,  and  all 
is  lost.  How  necessary  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  is  it 
that  you  should  secure  that  affection.  To  do  this, 
aa  relates  to  the  ludicial  branch,  it  ii  necessary 
that  they  should  be  domiciliated  in  the  different 
aections  of  our  country ;  that  they  should  perform 
circuit  duties;  that,  as  citizens  of  the  State  in 
which  they  live^  thev  should  fed  a  sacred  regard 
fan  State  rights,  and  that,  as  men,  thev  should 
mincle  with  the  great  family  of  th^jimerican 
peope,  securing  their  esteem  by  social  and  friend- 
ly utercourse.  By  this  means,  said  he,  your 
judges,  when  they  come  together,  would  not  only 
be  better  qualified  to  discharge  their  important 
functions,  but  would  bring  with  them  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  it  appeared  to  him.  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  bill  had  not  considered, 
with  their  usual  sagacity,  its  provisions,  nor  the 
vast  and  almost  unlimited  province  of  the  court 
to  be  established.  They  had  wrought  on  a  small 
scale,  as  if  providing  for  the  administration  ofjos* 
tiee  in  a  town  corporate^  or  a  single  county,  lliey 
surely  had  not  considered  that  this  court  of  two, 
three,  or,  at  most^  five  judges,  held  in  their  hands 
the  political  desiioies  of  this  migbtjr  nation ;  and 
yet,  said  Mr.  L.  a  single  decision,  if  acquiesced 
in,  and  such  a  decision  as  was  made  by  the  Mas- 
sachnsettt  court,  would  unbinae  the  whole  sys- 
tem, and  its  demolition  would  follow,  as  if  by  the 
magic  wand  of  enchantment.  This  court,  said 
Mr.  L.,  beside  the  powers  specifically  granted  by 
the  Constitution,  is  said  to  possess  the  power  to 
declare  such  laws  void  as  they  may  consider  un- 
constitutional. Th  is  extends  as  well  to  the  State 
laws  coming  within  their  cognizance,  as  to  the 
acta  of  Congress.  Against  the  right  to  exercise 
this  tremendous  power,  I  have,  said  he,  feebly 

K>tested,  when  it  has  been  asserted  on  this  floor ; 
t  the  right  has  been  exercised  by  the  court, 
silently  acquiesced  in  by  the  nation. and  often  con« 
ceded  in  this  Senate.  This  goes  far,  said  Mr.  L., 
to  establish  its  legitimacy,  and  he  would,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  so  consider  it.  In  this  point 
of  view,  then,  said  he,  the  subject  becomes  still 
more  imposing.  This  is  not  a  court  clothed  with 
ordinary  powers  for  the  purpose  of  distributiog 
justice  between  man  ana  man,  and  the  punish- 
ment of  offenders  against  the  laws,  nor  is  its  juris- 
diction confined  to  controversies  between  the  in- 


dividual State  sovereignties ;  but  this  mogust 
tribunal  is  the  grand  revising  council  of  the  na- 
tion, with  the  power  of  aa  absolute  veto  on  the 
laws  passed  by  Congress.  In  short,  said  he,  this 
court  is  to  decide  the  extent  of  legislative  anihori- 
ty  under  the  Constitution.  And  did  gentlemen 
wish  the  judges  to  be  on  the  spot,  that  they  might 
be  conveniently  consulted  as  to  what  bills  ahoold 
be  passed  and  what  rejected  1  If  so,  he  confessed 
the  bill  on  the  table  would  answer  their  purpose. 
But  for  his  part,  Mr.  L.  said,  constderioc  the  ex- 
tensive and  important  powers  lodged  in  thia  court, 
he  could  wish  to  see  the  number  of  jodges  in- 
creased instead  of  diminished.  He  nerer  wonid 
consent  that  the  rijg^ht  of  Congress  to  call  forth 
the  militia  for  national  defence,  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  with  other  qaeations  of 
vital  interest  lo  the  nation,  should  be  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  any  two  men,  and  they^,  per- 
haps rendered  imbecile,  impotent,  and  almost 
torpid  with  age  and  infiimity. 

Mr.  L.  said,  as  there  were  many  geatlemea  ia 
the  Seaate  much  further  advanced  in  life  thaa 
himseli^  he  would  not  undertake  to  advise  or  ad- 
monish them ;  but  his  duty  compelled  him  to  be- 
seech and  coigure  them  to  reflect,  and  paiiae  be- 
fore they  passed  the  Rubicon  of  error.  I^  he  said, 
this  measure,  be  adopted,  he  should  be  almoit 
willing  to  ame  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Ona,)  that  we  were  treading  in 
the  footsteps  of  a  former  Administntion,  that  had 
been  put  down  by  an  ofiended  nation,  and,  like 
them,  said  he,  we  should  deserve  and  receive  the 
same  reward. 

When  Mr.  L.  had  concluded,  the  forther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


WnDMBsnAT,  January  13. 

Mr.QoLnaBOROUGH,  from  theCommitteeon  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
biU,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Corporatioa 
of  the  City  of  Washinaton  to  open  and  extend 
certain  streets,"  reported  the  same  without  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  RuGOLBa  preseated  the  petition  of  Abso- 
iom  Litt,  praying  the  passage  ot  an  act  to  enable 
him  to  enter  a  section  of  land,  ia  lien  of  one 
erroneously  made,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Baton  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Langston,  |iraying  a  pension,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  €k>Ln8aoRouGH,^from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
cannot  be  granted.  The  report  and  reaolutioa 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  12th  instant,  for  information  in  re- 
lation to  the  measures  that  have  been  taken  to 
collect  the  balances  stated  to  be  due  from  the 
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several  sopenrisors  and  collectors  of  the  old  direct 
tax  of  tiro  millions^  and  of  the  balances  dne  from 
the  officers  of  the  old  internal  rerenne;  and 
agreed  thereto^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Clark  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Hall  JerTey,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel Moss,"  was  vemd  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  ume  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
hereon. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1819,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
the  distribution  of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals ; 
and  directing  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics  to 
be  deposited  m  the  Library ;  and  the  same  bar- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being  concur- 
red in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
resoluiion  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Mil  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  a  third 
tim&  and  paned. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Doctor  Mattrom  Ball,"  baring 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  puBKd. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration,  as  in 
Committee  ik  the  Whole^  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  which  prorides  for  a  uniform  mode 
of  choosing  {by  districts)  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  of  Representatires  in  Con- 


Mr.  DioxBBflOii,  of  New  Jersey,  spoke  nearly 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  I 
had  the  honor  to  introduce  a  resolution  similar 
Co  the  one  under  consideration.  This  I  did,  in 
obedience  to  instructions  reccired  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  State  I 
hare  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  After  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  resolution,  a  large 
majority  or  the  Senate  were  found  to  be  in  faror 
of  it,  but  not  a  majority  of  two  thirds,  and  of 
course  it  was  lost. 

For  sereral  years  past,  the  principle  of  this 
resolution  (first  adopted,  I  beliere,  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina)  has  been  gaining  ground, 
and  particularly  within  the  last  year,  as  we  may 
fairly  conclude,  from  the  instructions  which 
hare  been  recently  laid  upon  our  table,  from  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and  New 

York. 

If  there  were  no  reasonable  hopes  of  bringing 
this  measure  to  a  farorable  issue,  I  might  be  fairly 
considered  as   rendering  myself  unnecessarily 


troublesome,  by  agitating  it  at  this  time;  but 
while  there  is  a  hope  of  success,  and  I  think  pres-> 
ent  circumstances  warrant  such  a  hepe.  I  cannot 
consider  myself  absolred  from  the  ooligationa 
imposed  uiK>n  me  by  my  instructions.  Under 
this  impression,  and  action  as  well  from  a  sense 
of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  as  a  sense 
of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  constituents,  I 
ajB^ain  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  this  resolution ;  Vhich  I 
should  hare  introduced  in  the  first  week  of  the 
present  session,  but  from  a  hope  that  some  other 
member  of  this  honorable  body  would  hare  taken 
upon  hiAiself  that  task.  As  no  one  seemed  so 
disposed^  it  appeared  to  me  improper  longer  to 
procrastinate  a  measure  which  ought  to  receire 
a  discussion  before  our  attention  is  engrossed  by 
the  usual  objects  of  legislation. 

As  the  Senate  hare  once  indulged  me  with  a 
hearing  upon  this  resolution,  it  is  my  intention 
to  be  as  brief  in  the  obserrations  which  I  am 
now  about  to  make,  as  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  subject  will  permit,  more  especially  on 
those  poinu  of  argument  which  I  baa  the  honor 
to  submit ;  for.  as  the  subject  is  old  and  hacknied, 
I  am  sensible,  and  I  feel  oppressed  by  the  reflec- 
tion, that  anr  obserrations  I  can  now  make  will 
be  considered  as  tedious  and  irksome  by  most  of 
those  who  hear  me. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  wisely 
prorides  for  its  own  amendment,  but,  in  doing 
this,  it  interposes  such  obstacles  to  the  spirit  of 
innoration,  as  not  only  effectuallr  to  prerent  all 
unnecessary  alteration,  but,  as  I  fSear,  to  prerent 
the  most  salutary  reform. 

An  amendment  cannot  be  proposed  to  the 
States,  unless  two-thirds  of  each  oraneh  of  the 
National  Legislature  concur  in  the  measure ;  and 
when  proposed,  three-fourths  of  the  States  must 
concur  before  it  can  become  a  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  great  therefore,  are  the  difficulties,  ar- 
duous the  task,  and  doubtful  the  issue,  of  an^  at- 
tempt to  alter  tne  Constitution.  There  is,  besides, 
a  sort  of  sanctity  attached  to  this  instrument,  that 
leads  many  to  consider  it  as  something  super- 
human, something  partaking  of  dirine  origin-— 
such  consider  any  attempt  to  alter  it  as  a  sort  of 
political  profanation ;  a  sacrilege  against  the  pal- 
ladium 01  our  liberties.  In  addition  to  this,  there 
is  a  general  disinclination  to  disturb  old  established 
regulations,  a  species  of  vis  inertuB^  which  can 
only  be  orercome  by  the  most  pressmg  urgency. 
These  are  difficulties  attending  all  attempts  to 
alter  the  Constitution. 

The  amendment  under  consideration  is  attended 
with  difficulties  peculiar  to  itself.  It  proposes  to 
the  dominant  parties  in  the  respectire  Statesi 
without  whose  aid  it  cannot  succeed}  to  gire  up 
a  portion  of  their  power.  Such  applications  are 
always  unwelcome,  and  but  rarelr  attended  with 
success,  whether  made  to  indiriduals,  to  Statesi 
or  to  political  parties. 

The  dominant  party  in  New  York,  for  instaneei 
by  no  means  an  orerwhelming  majority,  can^ 
under  the  present  system,  gire  twenty-nine  rotea, 
that  is,  the  whole  rote  of  the  State,  on  a  Preai- 
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deiitiftl  dectioB ;  noder  the  proposed  sjAtcm  of 
eboosiDg  Bkotorsg  their  vote  woold  be  propor- 
tioned  to  their  numbers.  The  same  observfttioa 
will  apply,  in  ■  greater  or  less  degree  to  the  dom- 
ineot  parties  ia  idl  the  States  of  the  Union. 

It  reqiiirea  no  small  degree  of  patriotism,  on 
the  part  of  migortties,  to  divest  themselres  or  the 
power  of  restraining  the  minorities,  whom  they 
alwaye  consider  as  their  fjoliticai  adtpersariea.  I 
trnst,  however,  that  notwithstaadiog  these  mol* 
]iUed  diffiealtin.  the  paramount  consideration  of 
the  general  good  will  prevail^  and  that  this  mea* 
flore  will  be  attended  with  uJumate  success.  Sneh 
m  result,  however,  would  be  utterlj  hopeless  in 
times  of  political  rancor  and  party  violence,  when 
majorities  always  think  that  the  public  good  is 
most  effectually  promoted  by  restraiaing,aafaf  as 
possible,  the  power  of  the  minorities,  who,  in  such 
vnhappy  times,  arealwayaconsidered,  and  always 
ttifmatized^  as  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

Happily  for  us,  the  present  moment  is  pecu- 
liarly auspicious  for  undertaking  the  proposed 
mmendmenty  as  there  is  less  of  party  animosity 
BOW  thiAi  there  has  been  at  any  period  nnee 
the  estabiishnsent  of  our  Government.  If  the 
present  opportunity  be  suffered  to  pass  by  oaim- 
prov^)  it  mav  never  again  occur ;  for  we  dia- 
'cover  very  litue  sasacity,  if  we  presume  that  the 
present  political  calm  is  to  be  permanent,  or  even 
of  any  considerable  duration. 

This  plan,  of  dividing  the  Statea  into  districts, 
k  no  new  experiment;  it  Is  no  innovation,  whal- 
eiver,  upon  the  Constitution ;  it  is  only  caioolated 
to  render  permanent  and  uniform  a  regulation 
which  has  prevailed  in  nearly  all  the  States,  and 
which  ought  to  have  prevailed  in  all,  and  would 
have  ptevailed  in  all,  by  common  consent,  but 
for  the  disoigattizing  spirit  of  party.  Whatever 
mode  may  be  adopted  for  choosing  Bleetors  and 
Representatives,  it  is  universally  silowed  thai 
it  ought  to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  old  Confederation  the  Congress  was 
considered  as  a  representation  of  the  Sutes,  and 
they  voted  by  States.  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  now,  or  ought  to  be,  a  representation  of 
the  people,  and  they  are  emphatically  called  the 
popular  branch,  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
Senate,  which  may  still  be  considered  as  a  re|>- 
lesentation  of  the  Sutes ;  and  the  popular  branch 
is  considered  as  the  main  stay  and  strong  bold  of 
the  republican  principles  of  our  Ctovemmeat. 

If  the  Legislature  of  a  State  should  appoiat 
their  Representatives  to  Congress,  as  they  do  their 
Senators,  (even  if  the  Constitution  were  as  vague 
and  uncertain,  in  this  particular,  as  it  is  with  re- 
spect to  the  appointment  of  Blectors,)  we  should 
consider  the  proceeding  in  the  highest  degree 
preposterous,  inasmuch  ss  it  would  leave  to  such 
Kepresentatives  no  character  of  a  popular  branch. 
Yet  the  choosiar  the  Representatives  of  a  State 
by  what  is  called  a  general  ticket,  in  which  the 
voice  of  the  minority  is  completely  merged,  is 
equally  preposterous,  and  generally  much  more 
so^  as  the  people  vote  for  candidates  of  whose 
qualifications  and   characters  they  are  ignor- 


ant, upon  the  reeommendatioa  of  individuals,  of 
whom,  frequently,  they  know  nothing,  who  as* 
semble  in  convention  or  caucus,  settle  the  tkte  of 
the  election  before  the  people  are  called  upon  for 
their  votes^  and  thus  pervert  every  principle  of 
what  we  are  pleased  to  call  the  universal  ri|^t 
of  suffrage. 

The  resolution  proposes  that  each  State  shall 
be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as  it  fans  Repre* 
sentatives;  the  districts  to  consist  of  contigaotts 
territory,  and  to  contain,  as  near  I  v  as  may  be^ 
an  equal  number  of  peraons  entitled  to  be  repre- 
sented. It  would  be  impossible  to  go  further  ia 
this  particular,  without  introducing  too  much 
regulation,  without  rendering  the  system  unne- 
cessarily complicated.  The  rale  is  perfectly  fair, 
perfectly  republican,  attended  wjth  no  difficvhicB, 
and,  if  adopted,  will  secure  to  all  parties  that 
degree  of  influence  and  power,  proportioned  to 
their  numbers,  which,  in  a  Republic,  they  may 
fairiy  claim  by  every  principle  of  honor  and 
justice. 

As  these  districts  are  to  be  altered  but  once  in 
ten  years,  the  tendency  to  fluctuation  and  change 
will  be  suiBcientiy  counteracted.  It  may  be 
thought  that,  as  the  new  States  are  mpidty  in- 
creasing, the  districts  should  be  altered  more 
frequently,  to  correspond  with  the  rapid  increase 
of  population.  We  must  recollect,  however,  that 
altering  the  districts  could  not  increase  the  nimi- 
ber  of  Represenutives  or  Electors  to  which  a  Slate 
might  be  entitled;  and  In  any  other  point  of  view, 
it  can  be  of  but  little  importance. 

Under  the  present  system  of  choosing  Repre- 
sentatives, it  is  the  practice,  as  much  as  possible, 
to  suppress  the  voice  of  the  minorities,  and  this 
provoking  tyranny  is  practised  under  the  specious 
garb  of  Rie'pttblicanism.  In  the  small  States,  the 
elections  take  place  most  commonly,  by  what  is 
called  a  general  ticket.  This  comidetely  sup- 
presses the  voice  of  the  minority,  and  may  be  a 
rapresentation  of  the  dominuit  party,  but  not  of 
the  people  of  a  State. 

In  the  large  Srates,  the  difficulties  of  voting  by 
general  ticket  are  so  great,  that  they  are  induced, 
from  necessity,  to  adopt  some  system  of  fbrming 
districts;  but  the  domfaant  parties,  unwilling  to 
give  to  the  minorities  the  weight  to  which  they 
are  entitled  by  their  numbers,  or  anything  lilmit, 
have  adopted  an  irregular  mode  of  districting; 
known  by  the  opprobrious  term  of  gerrymander- 
ing; by  which  they  cut  up  and  parcel  out  a  State 
into  unequal  and  inconvenient  districts,  formed, 
too  frequently,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  the  rights  of  the  citisen,  or  the 
appearaace  of  decency. 

In  what  estimation  can  we  hold  the  majority 
of  a  Legislature^  coolly  and  deliberately,  dividing 
and  carving  up  a  State  into  irregular  diatricts, 
some  large,  and  some  small-*some  to  choose  oae 
Representative,  some  two,  some  three,  and  some 
foor^  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  suppress^  as  far  as 
possible,  the  influence  of  their  political  opponents, 
taking;  care  to  have  in  each  district,  a  sufficient 
majority  of  their  own  partv  to  make  all  safe,  but 
no  more.    In  forming  tncn  districts,  the  utmost 
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skili  wa^  addreaB  iuive  bees  observed,  crediuUe 
indeed  to  the  iagenaitv,  bat  diagrtcefiil  to  the 
moiifcaand  tbe  pfineiplei  of  the  actors.  I  conld 
relate  many  inataocee  of  outrage  and  abase  under 
this  head|»  as  I  did  on  a  former  occasion;  bat  I 
am  anwiliiag  to  exbibtt  the  disgosttng  pietore* 
Soch  gross  pcTFersioii  of  the  principks  of  our 
Gorsmmeot,  haa  a  direct  tendenej  to  destroy 
all  respeet  for  cor  political  institotionsj  to  bring 
ottr  Coostitation  into  eontempt,  and  to  introduce 
into  our  legiabittTe  bodies  no  small  degree  of 
moraJ,  as  well  as  political,  tmrpitode. 

h  may,  and  probablv  will,  be  said,  that  it  is 
sot  necessary  to  amend  the  Constitation  on  tbis 
point,  as  €k>nffress  have  the  power  to  regulate 
the  dection  of  Representatives.  There  is  no  pro* 
babiiity  tbat  Congress  will  ever  exercise  this 
power,  except  ia  cases  wbere  States  wholly  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  provide  for  the  election  of  its 
RepresentatiTCs.  It  ia  by  ^  meana  clear  that 
Coagress  bave  tbe  power  to  pass  a  law,  makiag 
it  obligatory  on  the  Legiskinre  of  a  State,  to 
divide  that  State  into  districts:  and  if  Congress 
should  nndertake  to  divide  the  States  into  dis- 
tricts, they  woald  find  themselves  involved  in 
infinke  difficaltiea— -besides,  should  a  Slate  be 
divided  without  the  consent  of  iu  Legislature,  in 
a  manner  anaeeoantable  to  a  majority  of  the 
people,  it  would  create  the  greatest  discopient, 
and  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  State  degradation. 

The  Convention  thought  proper  to  give  tbis 
power  to  Congress,  under  'an  apprehension  that 
a  combination  df  States  might  embarrasa  the 
measores  of  Gk>vernment  by  refusing  to  send 
Representatives  to  Congress.  In  this  point  of 
view,  the  proTision  was  a  wins  one;  out  the 
danger  against  which'  it  was  meant  to  provide, 
has  long  since  passed  by,  and  the  new  Stales 
which  we  have  added  to  the  Union  have  a  ten- 
dency to  preveDt  such  combinations. 

Important  as  the  proposed  amendment  is,  as  it 
respects  the  choice  or  Representatives  in  Congress, 
it  IB  vastly  more  important  as  it  respeeta  the 
choice  of  Electors.  In  the  first  case,  the  just 
rights  of  a  large  portion  of  onr  eitiaens  are  con* 
stantly  iafrin^d ;  in  the  latter,  those  rights  are 
not  only  equally  infringed,  but  the  permanency 
and  existence  of  our  Govemmeat  is  pot  to 
hazard. 

To  choose  a  chief  ma|^istrate  for  ten  millions 
of  people,  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  impatient 
of  control,  even  in  the  best  regulated  system, 
must  be  attended  with  no  small  degree  of  danger : 
this  danger  increases  with  the  ioereastug  extent 
of  our  territory,  and  the  increase  of  our  popula- 
tioiu  What  have  we  not  to  apprehend  when  our 
pooolattoB  shall  amoaat  to  firty  millions,  as  it 
will  do  in  a  period  less  than  that  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence  1 

We  ere  in  the  habit  of  lookfasg  with  great  com* 
posttre  upon  the  return  of  oar  Fresidential  elec- 
tiooa  ;  bat,  little  as  we  apprehend  from  this  suh> 
ject,  it  is  probably  the  rock  upon  which  onr 
liberties  are  to  be  wrecked.  We  all  remember 
when  the  iiower  of  our  eoamtry,  perhaps  the  ex- 
istence of  oar  Ckivernment,  hong  in  donbtfol 


suspense  upon  the  frail  breath  of  two  or  three 
iadtviduals,  and  tbat  from  a  fault  in  that  part  of 
the  Constitation  which  the  framers  of  it  thoaghi 
the  most  perfect — pleasin|[  indeed  in  theory,  bol 
utterly  fallacious  in  practice. 

This  amendment  propoees,  that  each  district 
shall  choose  one  Elector;  the  two  additional  Bleer 
tors,  to  which  a  State  may  be  entitled,  to  be  ap» 
pointed  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  direel* 
This  avoids  the  inoonvehience  of  double  districts^ 
which  would  be  complicated  and  troublesome^ 
and  it  adopts  the  spirit  of  that  part  of  our  Coa- 
stitotion  which  apportions  the  Electors  of  a  State, 
not  in  a  ratio  of  iu  Representatives  or  its  Sea« 
aiors,  but  in  a  compoaad  ratio  of  both.  The 
two  additional  Electors  may  be  considered  aa 
analogous  to  the  Senators,  and  the  others  as 
analogous  to  the  Represenatives.  Tbis  is  not  a 
consideration  of  mat  importance,  but  it  is  a  re- 
commendation of  the  measure,  inasmuch  as  it 
more  distinctly  marki  this  peculiar  Ibalore  of  our 
Coostitation. 

This  will  give  as  fair  an  impression  of  the 
pnblie  will  as  can  possibly  be  ootained,  unless, 
indeed,  we  resort  to  a  general  vote  of  the  people 
at  krge,  without  regard  to  the  limits  of  Sutee 
or  Districts.  And  it  appoints  to  us  a  point  of 
immense  magnitude ;  one  upon  which  oependa 
the  vital  principle  of  oar  Coaatitation,  and  eves 
the  existence  of  our  Qovemment.  It  seeures  to 
OS,  tbat  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  shall 
be  elected  by  a  majority,  and  never  by  a  minorilp 
of  the  people. 

Upon  a  calculation  of  chances^  the  probabitt* 
ties  of  a  fair  expression  of  the  public  will  are 
increased  by  dividing  the  Slates  into  districtii 
and  in  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  districts  to  the 
number  of  States.  It  is  is  true,  the  minority  ie 
the  respective  districu  would  be  suppressed ;  but 
as  the  minority  of  one  which  might  be  suppressed 
in  one  district,  would  probably  be  balanced  by 
the  sajmresstoB  of  the  minority  of  the  other  party 
in  another  district,  the  general  result  would  be  a 
fair  expression  of  the  puolic  will.  If,  in  the  State 
of  Massaohusetts,  we  suppose  the  political  parties 
which  now  exist,  or  hereafter  may  exist,  to  be 
about  equally  divided,  an  election  by  a  general 
ticket  would,  of  necessity,  entirely  suppress  the 
voice  of  the  minority-^but  if  the  State  were  di- 
vided into  twenty  districts^as  it  vrould  be  by  the 
piopoaed  amendmeat,  such  a  result  would  not 
happen  once  in  a  thousand  elections.  It  would 
be  an  equal  chance  that  the  Representatives  se 
chosen  would  be  as  their  constituents,aboui  equal* 
ly  divided.  If  the  parties  were  as  one  to  two,  it 
would  be  an  equal  chance  that  the  repreaenca* 
lion  would  be  in  the  same  ratio;  but  these  points 
are  too  clear  to  need  elucidation* 

Besides,  the  distinct  syatem  will  place  insuper- 
able barriers  to  the  intrigues  of  ambitious  indivi- 
duals, who  will  hereafter  agitate  the  Union  at 
the  approach  of  every  Presidiential  election. 

In  the  process  of  electing  a  President  there 
ought  to  be  more  imiformity,  more  precision,  and 
more  certainty,  than  in  the  election  of  any  other 
officer  whatever;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  ap- 
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pear,  there  is  less.  It  is  t  a  reoroaeh  to  us,  that 
there  is  scarcely  the  shadow  of  UDiformity.  pre- 
cision, or  certainty,  in  any  of  the  roles  by  which 
we  elect,  beyond  comparison,  the  most  important 
officer  in  our  Government. 

By  the  Constitution  each  State  shall  appoint,  as 
the  Legislature  thereof  shall  direct,  its  number  of 
Electors.  By  the  letter  of  this  provision,  the  Le- 
gislature of  a  State  may  direct  that  the  Electors 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  people,  in  aeeneral  ticket ; 
or  they  may  direct  that  they  shall  be  chosen  in 
equal  districts,  or  they  may  resort  to  the  ini- 
quitous system  of  irregular  districts ;  but,  I  can- 
not admit,  that,  by  a  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  the  Legislature  shall  direct  how 
they  themselves  shall  appoint  the  Electors.  Yet, 
this  power  has  been  assumed  by  the  Legislatures 
of  most  of  the  States.  If  this  be  an  infringement 
of  the  Constitution,  the  procedure  ought  to  be 
corrected.  If  there  be  a  doubt  upon  the  subject, 
which  I  think  will  not  be  denied,  a  remedy  should 
be  supplied;  for,  in  this  vital  part  of  our  Consti- 
tution, there  should  be  no  douotful  points. 

When  the  Legislatures  have  taken  this  power 
into  their  own  nands,  they  have  made  the  ap- 
pointments sometimes  by  a  joint  vote  of  the  two 
Housee,  sometimes  by  concurrent  vote,  sometimes 
by  compromise  i  sometimes  the  resolutions,  under 
which  the  appointments  have  been  made,  have 
received  the  approbation  of  the  Executive,  when 
such  approbation  was  necessary,  and  sometimes 
not.  The  Executives  have  sometimes  been  au- 
thorized to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  list  of 
Electors ;  sometimes  the  Electors  themselves  to 
fill  the  vacancies,  and  sometimes  the  case  has 
been  unprovided  tor;  when  the  people  have  ex- 
ercised this  power,  it  has  sometimes  been  by  gen- 
eral ticket,  sometimes  by  equal  districts,  and 
sometimes  by  a  detestable  system  of  gerrymander- 
ing. This  ffreat  variety  of  modes,  has  put  into 
operation  the  most  extensive  intriffues,  which 
have  disgraced  our  Constitution,  and  on  one  oc- 
casion, that  of  1801,  put  to  hazard  the  peace  of 
our  country. 

Many  ot  the  States  have  adopted  the  worst 
possible  system  of  choosing  Electors ;  that  is,  by 
their  Legislatures.  Other  States,  although  they 
condemn  this  mode,  will  be  induced  to  adopt  it 
as  a  measure  of  self-defence,  and  will  be  justified 
in  doinff  so — ^and  it  will  soon  be  adopted  in  all, 
or  nearly  all  the  States.  And,  when  so  generally 
adopted,  will  afibrd  to  some  aspiring  individual 
the  means  of  arriving  at  the  Presidential  chair, 
against  the  will  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
and  of  perpetuating  his  power  by  destroying  the 
liberties  of  his  country. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  appoint  the  Electors,  the  voice  of  the  mi- 
norities in  the  respective  States  must  be  entirely 
sujjpressed— than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
unjust,  or  more  dangerous ;  as  it  would,  inde- 
pendently of  other  circumstances  which  I  have 
mentioned,  increase  the  rancor  and  bitterness 
of  party  in  the  States,  and  exhibit  the  States  in 
a  sort  of  hostile  array  against  each  other. 

When  this  subject  was  under  discussion,  last 


session,  I  bad  the  honor  of  submitting  a  calcula- 
tion, showing  the  manner  in  which  a  President 
mi|^ht  bfe  elected  against  the  will  of  a  lai^ge  ma- 
jonty  of  the  people,  and  a  large  majority  of  States, 
which  I  will  beg  leave  to  repeat.  The  whole 
number  of  Electors  for  the  nineteen  States  com- 
posing the  Union  at  the  last  Presidential  election 
18  221,  of  which  111  make  a  majority,  and  can 
choose  a  President.  The  States  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  which  are  composed  of  con- 
tiguous territory^  and  may  have  strong  political 


reasons  for  combination,  have  113  Electors,- 
more  than  are  necessary  for  choosing  President. 
A  bare  majority  in  the  Legislatures  of  these  six 
States— one  of  tnem  a  small  State,  and  one  of  mid- 
dle size — could,  by  possibility,  counteract  the  will 
of  six  or  seven  millions  of  people,  and  elect  a  Pre- 
sident in  defiance  of  the  residue  of  the  Union. 
The  Legislatures  of  *five  Sutes— Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  cad  Yir- 

S'nia— which  have  112  Electors,  could  produce 
e  same  effect.  But,  if  we  take  into  calculation 
the  twenty-one  States  now  forming  the  Union, 
they  have  227  Electors ;  add  Alabama,  which  is 
soon  to  be  a  Slate,  the  number  would  be  220-* 
a  majority  of  116.  The  six  first-mentioned  States, 
with  the  State  of  Delaware,  have  117  fileetors, 
and  cf  n  choose  a  President. 

The  cases  I  have  stated  are  extreme  cases.  It 
is  said  extreme  cases  prove  nothing.  So  it  would 
be  with  these,  if  the  evil  to  be  apprehended  must 
happen  in  the  extreme  degree  stated,  or  not  hap- 
pen at  all.  But  it  is  very  obvious  that  there  are 
many  intermediate  degrees  of  mischief,  which 
may  and  will  happen  at  every  contested  Presi- 
dential election,  it  we  adhere  to  our  present 
system. 

How  easily  will  it  be  to  procure  combinations 
amone  Slate  Legislatures,  and  how  admirably 
calculated  to  promote  the  schemes  of  ambition  ! 
The  small  band  of  intriguers  necessary  for  such 
operations  would  have  the  strongest  possible 
inducements  for  perseverance,  as  they  would  di- 
vide or  calculate  to  divide  among  themselves  the 
whole  patronage  of  the  President,  and  all  the 
places  and  emoluments  within  his  gift.  In  this, 
however,  they  would  sometimes  find  themselves 
disappointed,  when  the  individual  they  had  ele- 
vated should  find  himself  in  a  situation  to  kick 
from  under  him  the  ladder  by  which  he  had 
ascended. 

In  proportion  as  we  diminish  the  circle  upon 
which  intrigue  is  to  act,  in  the  same  proportion 
do  we  add  to  the  force  and  energy  of  that  intrigue. 
Suppose  it  to  be  ascertained  that  the  majority  in 
five  of  the  six  States  first  mentioned  are  in  favor 
of  a  particular  candidate  as  President,  and  that 
the  point  is  doubtful  as  respects  the  sixth,  and 
that  the  gaining  an  iofluential  individual  would 
turn  the  balance:  the  force  of  intrigue,  which 
would  produce^  no  sensible  effect  upon  tw^o  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  districts,  would  be  irresisti- 
ble when  applied  to  a  single  point. 

And  here  let  me  observe,  thai  our  present  sys- 
tem holds  out  the  most  inviting  theatre  for  the 
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exercise  of /oreign  iotrigve  and  foreign  iafiaenee, 
ftgaiDst  whieb  we  are  warned  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect oorselres  by  the  histories  of  all  nations  who 
hare  lost  their  liberties.  We  mast  all  have 
observed,  that  the  greatest  struggles  for  power 
between  the  political  parties  have  immediately 
preceded  the  Presidential  elections.  These  strug- 
gles io  the  States  nearly  equally  divided — espe- 
cially 10  the  large  States — will  continue  to  be 
pursued  to  desperation  under  the  present  system ; 
for  the  object,  vastly  greater  than  it  should  be,  is 
ealeolated  to  call  forth  erery  possible  exertion. 
Ererythiog  is  put  to  hazard.  A  party  must  gain 
or  lose  all:  there  is  no  intermediate  point  on 
which  to  rest.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
instance,  if  the  Federal  party  should  gain  suck  an 
accession  of  strenj^th  as  to  give  them  a  bare  ma- 
jority in  the  L^siatare,  they  would,  instead  of 
having  no  vote  whatever  in  the  election  of  a 
President  be  enabled  to  give  their  candidate 
twenty-nine  votes;  and  this  number,  taken  from 
the  opposing  candidate,  would  in  fiict  make  a  dif- 
ference of  mty-cigh  t  votes  in  the  election.  The 
object  therefore  being  so  very  greut,  no  bound, 
woold  be  set  to  the  parties  in  their  struggle  for 
power ;  and  in  the  forious  contest,  honor,  justices 
conscience^  aJL  would  go  tp  wreck. 

Whenever  the  majority  in  a  great  State  changes 
from  the  one  side  to  the  other,  it  produces  such  a 
concussion  as  not  only  to  shake  the  Sute  to  the 
centre,  but  to  produce  an  agitation  in  the  Union, 
destructive  of  the  harmony  that  ought  to  prevail 
in  our  system. 

This  very  circumstance^  in  no  small  degree, 
tends  to  create  and  keep  alive  that  party  animos- 
ity, that  political  warfare,  which  almost  con- 
stantly agitates  and  distracts  the  larger  States* 
How  difierent  would  the  case  be  under  the  pro- 
posed  amendment !  Suppose  the  Federalists  in 
New  York  to  be  nearly  equal  to  their  opponents, 
and  to  have  nujorities  in  thirteen  of  the  twenty- 
seven  districts  into  which  that  State  would  be 
divided,  a  struggle,  which  under  the  present  sys- 
tem would  give  them  a  bare  majority  in  the  Le- 
gislature, and  make  a  diflference  of  fift)r-eight 
votes  in  the  Presidential  election,  would  be  in  met 
but  gaining  one  district  and  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  two  additional  Electors— being  a  gain 
of  three  Electors,  and  making  a  difference  of 
liz  in  the  election.  The  object,  therefore,  not 
being  comparatively  of  great  importance,  would 
prodoce  00  desperate  struffg le— no  dangerous  agi- 
tation. There  would  still,  however,  be  enough 
left  to  call  forth  all  the  party  feeling  that  ought 
ever  to  he  excited. 

Under  the  present  system,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
ipprehended  that  some  aspiring  individual  may 
gam  the  snpeme  power,  against  the  will  of  a 
great  majonty  of  the  people.  To  submit  to  such 
s  President  would  be  deemed  an  intolerable  op- 
pression, and  would  probably  end  in  the  loss  of 
oor  liberties.  To  resist  the  most  probable  alter- 
sative  would  bring  on  a  civil  war,  which  would 
terminate  in  a  military  despotism ;  and  the  dan- 
ger of  this  result  is  evidently  increased  by 
mereasing  the  number  of  States. 


It  is  not  probable  that  the  Constitution  when 
submitted  to  the  States  for  ratification  was  such 
as  exactly  pleased  any  one  of  the  Convention  who 
formed  it,  or  those  who  concurred  in  its  ratifica- 
tion. It  was  perhaps  the  best  that  could  have 
been  agreed  upon,  amidst  the  conflicting  interests 
and  contrariety  of  sentiments,  that  prevailed 
among  the  members  of  the  Convention.  The 
wonder  is,  not  that  it  has  faults,  but  that  it  has  so 
few  faults,  considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  formed.  The  instrument  carries  on 
its  face  aif  admission,  that  it  is  imperfect,  hy  pro- 
viding the  means  of  its  amendment,  without 
which  provision  it  would  never  have  been  rati- 
fied by  the  required  number  of  States.  Indeed 
many  who  concurred  in  the  ratification,  did  it 
under  express  declarations,  that  important  amend- 
ments were  necessary,  some  of  which  were  stated 
at  the  time,  and  have  since  become  a  part  of  the 
Constitution.  But  human  wisdom  could  not 
foresee  all  the  amendments,  that  experience  might 
prove  to  be  necessary.  And  in  the  second  con- 
tested Presidential  election,  that  of  1801,  our  Qov* 
ernment  was  upon  the  point  of  dissolution,  in 
consequence  of  the  provbion  requiring  the  Elec- 
tors to  vote  for  two  persons  as  President,  against 
which  no  voice  has  been  raised. 

The  most  difficult  task  that  devolved  upon  the 
Convention  who  formed  our  Constitution,  was  to 
establish  the  principles  which  should  r^ulate  the 
election  and  control  the  power  of  the  Chief  Exe- 
cutive. This  subject  no  doubt  received  their  most 
diligent  attention,  their  most  laborious  investiga- 
tion. And  yet  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  accused  of 
any  want  of  respect  for  the  statesmen  and  patriots 
who  formed  that  Constitution,  if  I  express  am 
opinion,  that  the  provisions  on  tnis  subject  do  not 
exhibit  that  degree  of  wisdom,  which,  judging 
from  other  parts  of  the  same  instrument,  we  had 
a  right  to  expect  from  them. 

The  regulations  for  choosing  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  are  more  vasue,  more  uncer- 
tain, more  undefined,  more  variame,  more  subject 
to  anuse,  than  are  the  regulations  for  choosing  the 
meanest  officer  in  the  community.  And  as  to  any 
^ectual  control  upon  the  power  of  the  Executive, 
that  must  depend,  as  it  heretofore  has  done,  rather 
upon  the  virtues  of  the  individual  exercising  the 
office,  than  upon  any  positive  regulations  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution.  The  broad  road  to 
monarchy  is  left  open — encumbered  indeed  with 
obstructions^  but  such  as  will  easily  yield  to  the 
pressure  of  ambition. 

The  most  obvious  barrier  to  the  career  of  am- 
bition on  the  part  of  a  President,  would  have  been 
a  reasonable  limit  to  the  time  in  which  any  one 
could  exercise  this  important  office.  This,  how- 
ever, was  omitted,  no  ooubt  after  a  full  discussion 
of  the  subject,  and  fgr  reasons  which  £  cannot  di- 
vine. As  yel^  it  is  true,  experience  has  not  exhib- 
ited any  necessity  for  such  a  barrier,  for  the  am- 
bition of  our  Presidents,  thus  far,  has  been,  not  to 
extend  or  perpetuate  their  power,  but  to  increase 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country  over 
which  they  have  presided.  This,  however,  let  us 
remember,  is  not  the  usual  current  of  ambition. 
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We  liftTe  constaatly  the  most  deplonble  evi- 
denee  6i  the  tottl  inadequacy  of  oar  sfsfeui  to 
malate,  with  any  degree  of  safety,  the  election  of 
a  President.  In  the  year  1801,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  a  single  indiTidttak,  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsyi« 
▼ania,  to  give  to  that  State  fifteen  Electors  or  to 
deprive  her  entirely  of  a  vote,  at  bis  pleasare.  In 
the  election  of  a  President  that  year,  ail  the  Elec- 
tors of  South  Caroliiia  were  in  favor  of  the  can- 
didaie  wHo  nitioiately  succeeded,  but  the  State, 
in  the  House  of  Representative,  voted  against 
him ;  at  the  same  time  all  the  ESlectofs  of  New 
Jersey  voted  affainst  that  candidate,  and  the  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  in  his  favor, 
in  six  and  thirty  ballots.  In  1812,  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  all  their 
Representatives  in  Congress  were  in  favor  of  the 
candidate  then  elected,  but  the  votes  of  all  her 
Electors  were  against  him ;  and  this  hj  an  abuse 
of  power,  that  may  probably  be  practued  again, 
in  that  as  well  as  other  States. 

We  cannot  look  into  the  history  of  our  Presi- 
dential elections,  without  meeting  at  every  step, 
the  most  deplorable  proofs  of  the  imbecility  of  our 

system. 

Waned  bv  the  dangers  we  escaped  in  1801, 
we  have  so  nr  altered  the  Constitution  that  we 
shall  not  again  be  exposed  in  preoisely  the  same 
manner,  and  by  precisely  the  same  cause  we  were 
before.  But  there  are  other  dangers  much  more 
apparent  than  that  was,  before  actual  experiment 
had  presented  it  to  our  view  j— dangers  which  can 
never  be  obviated  while  the  minority  have  the 
power  of  choosing  a  President. 

Great  as  the  danger  is,  that  some  ambitious  in- 
diridual  may  gain  the  Presidential  Chair  against 
the  will  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  the  sub- 
ject presents  itself  in  another  point  of  view,  not 
ten  interesting.  I  mean  the  operation  of  our  sys- 
tem, to  enable  an  ambitious  President  to  perpetu- 
ate his  power  and  to  transmit  it  to  his  posterity. 
It  is  true,  the  illustrious  patriots  who  have  filled 
4hat  exalted  stcrfon  have  none  of  them  discovered 
a  wish  to  continue  in  office,  for  a  lonffer  period 
than  eightyears ; — but  such  instances  of  voluntary 
retirement  from  power  are  rare  occurrences  in 
the  annals  of  the  world,  and  will  some  ages  hence 
be  cited  as  almost  incredible  instances  of  the  vir- 
tue of  the  ancient  Republic  Such  exam|»lc8, 
however,  will  in  future  times  be  rather  the  object 
of  praise  than  of  imitation. 

Let  us  suppose,  that  at  some  future  period,  we 
shall  have  a  President  of  forty  years  of  age,  oi 
great  talents,  unbounded  ambition,  snd  an  insati- 
able thirst  for  power ;  the  period  of  eight  years 
would  elapse  at  about  that  period  of  life  when 
ambition  takes  the  firmest  hold  of  the  human 
mind.  He  would  easily  persuade  himself  that  the 
public  interests  would  snflfer.by  his  retiring  from 
office.  The  great  facility  of  securing  a  re-election 
under  our  present  system,  would  be  a  temptation 
not  to  be  resisted.  And  the  host  of  choice  sjnrits, 
by  whom  he  would  be  surrounded,  would  certainly 
sueceed  in  persuading  him  to  b«sr  the  weight  of 
Qovernment,  for  another  neriod,and  another,  and 
another,  to  the  end  of  his  life. 


Suppose  this  President  to  bare  a  soa  of  tnlesti 
and  ambition  like  his  own,  and  of  a  suitable  age 
to  become  his  successor.  The  transmisBton  of  the 
power  from  the  father  to  the  son  would  excite  no 
unusual  apprdiension.  His  election  would  be  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  and  our  Government  would 
quietly  sink  into  an  hereditary  monarchy  i  after 
which  a  Tiberius,  Caligula,  or  a  daudins,  might 
reign  uncontrolled  in  America.  These  are  not 
mere  illusions— mere  phantoms  of  the  brain.  Had 
the  candidate  in  1801,  for  whom  such  desperate 
but  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made,  saeceedcd  io 
obtaining,  in  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes^  plaee 
for  which  he  was  not  intended  by  a  single  Bkcior 
who  votech  he  would  eagerly  have  seized  upon 
the  reins  ot  Qovernment.  And  what  woold  faave 
been  the  consequence  1  We  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  would  have  been  hurled  fl-oBi  his  chaii, 
by  an  insulted  and  an  indignant  people.  Teniblc 
indeed  would  have  been  this  resort,  which  would 
have  produced  the  utmost  anarchy  and  confusion 
and  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

But  suppose  he  had  possessed  those  great  mili- 
tary talents  which  his  friends  have  gratnitonsly 
ascribed  to  him,  and  had  been  enabled,  with  the 
Treasury  and  the  small  military  force  that  woaM 
have  been  at  his  disposal,  to  crash  all  opposition 
to  his  power,  would  he  not  under  our  present 
system,  with  his  talenu  for  intrigue,  which  have 
never  been  overrated,  by  his  friends  or  his  ene- 
mies, and  which  have  been  rarely  equalled  ia 
any  country  ?— would  he  not  have  been  able  to 
secure  a  re-election,  and  another,  and  another,  to 
the  end  of  his  life  1 

But  suppose  an  incredible  casc^^  that,  at  tbe  ex- 
piration or  eight  years,  his  ambition  had  ecascd 
to  operate,  and  that  he  no  longer  wished  to  con- 
tinue in  power :  Would  he  have  dared  to  retire  to 
private  hh  1    Would  he  have  dared  to  i^inquish 
a  power  which  for  eight  years  he  had  held  by 
force  and  fraud,  in  despite  of  the  will  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  ?    If  he  had  despised  dan- 
ger as  it  respected  himself  would  he  huFe  aban- 
doned his  friends  who  had  ftithfolly  adhered  to 
his  fortunes,  and  supported  his  authority  at  all 
haxards  1    Sir,  the  moment  he  should  have  re^ 
tked  from  power,  a  reaction  would  hare  taken 
place  which  would  have  overwhelmed  him  and 
his  friends  in  ruin.    Unfortunate  indeed  would 
be  the  situation  of  such  a  President ;  not  so  the 
situation  of  one  elected  by  a  majority  of  tbe  peo- 
ple.   He  would  rest  securely  upon  the  strong 
arm  which  had  placed  him  in  power,  and  which 
could  protect  him  there.    He  would  fear  no  pop- 
ular commotions,  no  insurrections  against  the 
exercise  of  his  lawful  authority  i  and  when  he 
should  have  performed  his  official  functions  for 
a  reasonable  period,  he  might  relieve   hima^ 
frOln  the  weight  and  the  cares  of  Qovernment. 
and  retire  to  private  life,  amidst  the  blessings  ^ 
his  fellow-citutens,  where^  exercising  the  Tirtnes 
which  have  adorned  the  illustrious  characters 
who  have  presided  over  the  United  Sutes,  he 
would  find  in  his  declining  years  that  literary, 

Ehilosophic,  and  sweet  repose,  so  ardendy  desired 
y  the  great  and  the  good  in  all  ages  of  the  world. 
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Ijct  as  noi,  while  eoDtem^atinf  aooh  eitai- 
plct  of  exftlted  virtoe,  wliich  are  ihe  pride  and 
the  boeat  of  our  Dation,  be  tailed  into  fatal  seoa- 
ritjr.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  coastaot  ten- 
dency of  oar  GoTernment  is  towards  despotism. 
Let  OS  Dot  forget  that  ambition  is  the  strongest 
passion  of  the  aoui:  ^Bj  that  sin  fell  the  an* 
gels.^  Let  as  not  forget  that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe 
to  onrsei^ea  and  to  posterity  to  adopt  erery  men- 
snie  which  nany  hnye  a  tenideney  to  preser?e  the 
repohdean  priaeiples  of  oar  Government 

Have  I  overrated  the  dangers  to  be  apprehend- 
ed froni  ambition  1  I  beUeTe  not.  Those  dan- 
gers are  not  imme^tely  at  onr  doors,  but  their 
czUtenee  in  not  the  less-certain  on  that  account. 

Sir,  the  time  will  come,  I  i^ar,  when  onr  coun- 
try will  \i€  iUed  with  an  array  of  pensioners, 
always  the  frienda  of  arbitrary  power.  The  time 
wiJi  come  when  we  shall  have  a  numerous  host 
of  offieers,  eirii  nod  military,  in  erery  department 
of  the  €k>?eraBiettt,  spread  orer  oor  immense 
territory,  locking  up  to  the  President  as  the 
source  of  their  power  and  emoluments.  The 
time  will  come  when  luxury  and  extravafance 
will  banish  from  onr  country  every  species  of 
renuUicaa  virtae ;  and  the  ttoae  will  come.  I  ftar, 
wnen  tbu  Senate  shall  be  no  more  than  the  sha- 
dow of  what  it  waa  intended  to  be  by  those  who 
formed  oar  Constitntion ;  when  it  shall  be  no 
ebeck  whaterer  upon  the  Executive;  when  it 
shall  be  as  insignifieant  as  was  the  boasted  Sen- 
ate of  Rome,  in  the  time  of  Tiberias.  The  whole 
patronage  of  GoTemment  will  centre  in  the  Pre- 
sident, and  that  patronage,  under  oor  present  sys- 
tem of  chooaingfileetoie,  will  become  a  machine 
of  irresistible  power.  The  management  of  this 
power  will  become  a  matter  of  science.  He  will 
be  deemed  the  greatest  politician  and  the  most 
able  minister,  who  can,  with  a  giv^B  portioa  of 
patronnge,  produce  the  greatest  eSect.  T he  force 
of  this  power  will  be  applied  to  effect  the  pur- 
poses of  ambition,  with  as  much  economy  and 
skill  as  the  force  of  water  is  applied  to  the  wheel, 
or  that  of  steam  to  the  engine.  It  would  be  diffi- 
calt  to  devise  a  plan  better  calculated  to  accelec- 
ate  the  approach  of  those  deplorable  events,  or  to 
promote  the  views  of  an  ambitious  President, 
than  the  present  system  of  choosing  Electors. 

When,  by  a  combination  of  a  lew  States,  by 
the  obviena  means  which  I  have  suggested,  an 
ambitious  President  could  control  a  majority  of 
the  people,  he  might  throw  off  every  show  of 
ambition;  might  exercise  from  period  to  period 
the  supreme  power,  with  seeming  reluctance, 
yielding  to  what  would  be  called  the  voice  of  the 
country,  and  paving  the  way  to  monarchy,  while 
the  world  would  be  amused  with  his  hypocritical 
pretensions  of  a  desire  to  reUre  from  the  weight 
of  public  afiairt. 

When  Augustus  Csesar  had  secured  to  himself 
the  support  of  the  Senate  and  the  army  of  Rome, 
he  played  the  hypocritical  farce  of  attempting  to 
abdicate  his  usurped  power;  but  was  persuaded 
by  those,  who  he  knew  would  persuade  him,  to 
be  considered  aa  the  head  or  Pnnoe  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  and,  in  conjuaction  with  them,  to  administer 


the  affsirs  of  the  Government  for  ten  years,  by 
which  time  peace  and  prosperity  might  be  re- 
stored to  the  Commonwealth.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  period  the  same  ridiculous  farce  was  re- 
peated, and  again  and  again,  during  his  long  life  t 
and  after  he  was  as  firnuy  seated  on  the  imperial 
throne  of  Ropie,  as  Alexander  is  upon  that  of  ali 
the  Russias. 

When  Augustus  seized  upon  the  liberties  of 
Rome,  Brutus  was  dead ;  but  his  spirit  was  not 
extinct.  Augustus  found  the  Roman  people, 
though  greatly  corrupted  by  the  civil  wars  of  his 
time,  and  those  which  immediately  preceded  it, 
slftU  possessed  of  some  spirit  of  independence, 
some  love  of  liberty,  but  he  left  them  all  slaves. 

The  history  of  this  extraordinary  man  affords 
the  most  impressive,  the  most  admonitory  lessons 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  While  his 
insidious  march  to  empire  will  afford  a  model  for 
the  imitation  of  some  future  President,  it  should 
warn  every  citizen,  who  has  the  least  love  for  his 
country,  to  watch  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  and 
to  provide  every  possible  check  against  the  am- 
bition of  such  Presidents  as  may  attempt  to  estab- 
lish their  power  by  the  subversion  of  our  liberties* 

Some  gentlemen  may  think  that  I  have  over- 
rated the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  oor 
r reseat  mode  of  choosing  Electors ;  it  may  be  so; 
may  have  given  more  importance  to  the  circnm* 
stances  conneeted  with  this  subject  than  they 
merit ;  but,  if  gentlemen,  thinking  so,  deem  my 
observations  worthv  of  an  answer,  let  them  not 
satisfy  themselves  by  showing  that  I  have  thus 
overrated  those  dangers ;  let  them  show  that  no 
such  dangers  exist ;  let  them  show  that  the  Gon*- 
stitution  already  provides  soflkient  checks  against 
the  career  of  ambition,  and  I  will  vote  with  them. 

The  friends  of  this  measure  do  not  flatter  them- 
selves that  the  proposed  amendment  will  afford  a 
remedy  for  all  the  evils  complained  of;  but  it 
will  afford  a  remedy  for  part  of  them.  It  wiU 
not  eradicate  the  principles  of  ambition,  but  it 
will  retard  their  progress^    It  will  not  render 

Krpetual  our  republican  form  of  Government. 
t  it  will  probably  add  aaes  to  its  duration,  ana 
this  is  gaining  an  object  of  immense  magnitude. 
It  is  gaining  all  that  we  are  permitted  to  hope 
for. 

The  seeds  of  death  are  interwoven  in  our  Con- 
stitution. Its  fate  is  inevitable.  No  human  wis- 
dom can  save  it  from  dissolution ;  but  by  wise 
measures  its  existence  may  be  continued  for  many 
ages.  Ardent  must  be  the  wish  of  every  patriot 
to  put  off  the  moment  of  its  dissolution,  and  to 
the  latest  possible  period. 

We  all  know  that  the  term  of  our  life  is  lim- 
ited ;  that  death  awaiu  us.  None  but  madmen 
seek  to  evade  this  law  of  our  nature;  yet  it  is  the 
dictate  of  wisdom  to  devise  the  means  of  prolong- 
ing life,  and  for  putting  off  the  moment  of  disso- 
lutioa,  to  the  latest  period  which  the  laws  of  our 
nature  will  permit. 

It  is  my  fervent  prayer  that  the  propoaed 
amendment  may  be  adopted,  not  with  the  vain 
hope  of  rendering  our  Government  immortal,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  prosperity  and 
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iategricy  of  the  UnioQ  for  many  ages  yet  to  come, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  blessings 
which  we  enjoy,  to  millions  and  oaillions  of  hu- 
man beings  who  may  inhabit  our  immense  ter- 
ritories in  a  long  succession  of  ages. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said:  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Jersey  rises  with  re- 
luctance to  address  the  Senate  on  the  proposition 
under  consideration,  how  much  more  should  I, 
who.  in  addition  to  the  reason  assigned  by  the 
gentleman,  labor  under  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing to  address  an  unwilling  audience;  who,  in- 
stead of  instructions  in  my  pocket,  justifying  me 
in  the  course  I  should  pursue,  have  no  guide  but 
a  very  fallible  judgment;  and  who,  instead  of 
coming  into  the  debate  with  my  arguments  and 
facts,  digested  with  the  aid  of  the  most  mature 
reflection,  have  to  encounter  those  of  my  adver- 
sary in  a  desultory  manner,  with  only  a  moment's 
warning.  No  ray  of  consolation  meets  my  eye 
in  this  cloud  of  difficulties  with  which  I  am  snr^ 
rounded,  but  the  conviction  that  I  have  a  just 
cause,  and  the  consolation  that  if  I  must  fall  I 
will  not  have  done  it  without  a  struggle.  The 
course  I  propose  to  pursue,  is  to  submit  a  propo- 
sition for  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion, because  I  am  indisposed  to  tampering  with 
the  Constitution ;  but  if  in  this  I  should  fail.  I 
shall  then  propose  an  amendment  which,  as  the 
one  proposed  by  the  eentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
will  break  down  the  distinction  between  the 
States,  and  make  the  election  national  in  its 
manner ;  it  shall  become  essentially  national  in 
all  its  parts.  I  have  a  repugnance  almost  invin- 
cible to  tampering  with  the  Constitution — not 
from  an  idolatrous  reverence,  not  from  a  belief 
that  the  instrument  is  perfect,  as  is  intimated. 
Alas !  I  know  too  well  that  it  is  the  work  of  finite, 
imperfect  beings,  and  bears  upon  its  face  the  im- 
press  of  its  authors;  but  because,  under  it,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  enjoy  the  greatest 
share  of  happiness  which  has  been  dispensed  to 
human  kind  through  countless  ages.  Nor  are  we 
alone  interested  in  its  blessings.  What  nation  or 
what  people,  between  the  poles,  where  one  ray  of 
science  has  ever  penetratea,  who  does  not  look  to 
us  as  the  last  and  best  hope  of  suffering  humanity? 
What  suffering  victim  of  lawless  sway  that  does 
not  cast  his  eye  to  this  land  of  promise,  looking 
to  us  across  the  waste  of  waters,  with  scarcely 
less  hope  than  do  we  to  that  distant  bourne  where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary 
■  are  at  rest  ?  To  maintain  this  instrument,  thus 
charged  with  the  future  destinies  of  the  world,  in 
its  present  form,  till  an  evil  of  magnitude  is  dis- 
closed, and  till  the  remedy  is  presented^  a  remedy 
whose  consequences  are  sure,  is  a  species  of  loy- 
alty and  attachment  which  reason  ratifies,  and 
which  every  feeling  of  my  heart  cherishes.  Yes, 
sir,  the  defect  must  be  most  apparent,  and  the 
remedy  as  palpable.  The  only  disease  is  fre- 
quently rather  in  the  doctor  than  the  patient. 
This  prodigious  effort  of  political  wisdom  should 
always  be  contemplated  as  a  whole.  A  part  may 
strike  the  eye  as  defective,  but,  in  connexion  with 
the  rest,  may  be  indispensable  as  well  to  its  bar. 


mony  as  its  strength.  I  protest  against  adven- 
tures after  theoretic  perfection.  In  attempting 
this,  you  may  involve  us  in  disastrous  conse- 
quences ;  and,  however  perfect  a  proposed  remedy 
may  appear  in  the  abstract,  yet,  when  it  comes 
to  be  acted  upon  by  the  tempestuous  and  irregu- 
lar passions  of  man,  its  results  may  be  most  per- 
nicious. 

If  these  be  my  sentiments  upon  altovtions  in 
the  Constitution,  which  do  not  involve  the  foa- 
damental  articles  of  that  instrument — artieles  the 
result  of  compromise  between  the  Statea^-tbey 
acquire  additional  strength  when  an  amendment 
is  proposed,  which  affects  such  parts  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  palpably  resulted  from  such  compro- 
mise, and  upon  which  its  validity  mainly  depends. 
To  illustrate  my  views,  permit  me  to  state,  were 
a  doubt  to  arise  as  to  the  power  granted,  n  parti- 
cular branch  of  the  Government,  or,  if  yon  will, 
Congress — take  for  example  the  right  of  connect- 
ing the  States  by  inland  navigation,  by  which 
their  commerce,  whose  regulation  is  confided  to 
Congress — would  be  greatly  benefited;  if  a  doubc 
should  exist  as  to  the  right  of  Congress  to  exer- 
cise such  a  power,  and  the  nation  were  divide! 
on  this  question,  I  should  feel  no  difficulty  in  ap- 
pealing to  the  people,  the  original  source  of  our 
authority,  for  their  interpretation  of  the  extent  of 
their  own  grant,  and  to  abide  by  an  expression  of 
their  will.  On  the  contrary,  were  some  Utopian 
to  suggest  that  the  representation  of  the  small 
States  in  this  body,  when  compared  to  the  large^ 
was  too  unequal  to'  be  endured,  and  propose  as  a 
remedy  a  recurrence  to  the  basis  of  our  institu- 
tions, the  will  of  the  majority,  I  should  consider 
the  proposition  as  involving  an  entire  departure 
from  the  compact,  and  as  essentially  inrolving 
the  most  sacred  engagement^  one  which  had  for 
its  guarantee  the  plighted  faith  of  the  contracting 
parties.  Considering,  therefore,  that  one  branS 
of  the  amendment  proposed  does  seriously  affect 
an  article  of  the  Constitution,  thus  secured,  I  am 
anxious  to  defeat  it. 

The  resolution  under  consideration  proposes 
two  amendments : — The  one  to  r^ulate  the  man- 
ner of  choosing  Representavies;  the  other  of  choos- 
ing Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President.  As 
to  the  first,  it  is  unnecessary,  because,  hj  the  4tk 
section  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  have  the 
power  already^  to  direct  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner, of  choosing  Representatives.    Why  ask  for 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution;  why  not 
bring  in  a  bill  ?    Because,  says  the  gentleman, 
he  cannot  indulge  a  hope  of  its  success.    A  sug- 
gestion the  more  remarkable,  as  the  gentleman 
had  already  expressed  his  fears  of  failure  in  his 
efforts  to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, from  the  obstacles  presented  in  the  instrument 
itself  two-thirds  of  Congress  and  three-fonrths  of 
the  States  being  requisite  togive  validity  to  the 
amendment.    If  he  cannot  procure  a  majority  of 
Congress  to  a  bill  which  should  take  the  principle 
of  his  amendment  as  its  basis,  he  has^  indeed, 
good  cause  to  apprehend  that  he  will  be  unable 
to  procure  the  Constitutional  majorities  here  and 
in  the  State  Legislatures.    For  my  part,  I  am 
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fat  from  mio^iog  my  regrete  with  those  of  the 
hooonhJe  gentleman,  in  regard  to  the  di£Bcuity 
of  obtaioing  Bmendments.  On  the  contrary.  I 
hail  it  as  a  new  eyidence  of  the  wisdom  of  tne 
authors  of  the  Constitution—- a  majority  of  whom 
had  arrived  at  that  period  of  life  from  which 
they  might  look  upon  the  past  and  read  the  les- 
son of  experience.  They  must  have  seen  that 
restlessness  of  spirit  in  man  which  was  even  fa- 
tigued with  dmng  well,  and  which  continually 
prompts  OS  to  pursue  an  imaginary  good,  to  fpnap 
at  a  snadow  and  lose  the  su^tairee ;  an  attribute 
iznplanted  in  oar  nature  by  ProTidence  for  some 
wise  purpose,  but  which,  unless  regulated  by 
wholesome  enecks,  not  nnfrequently  inyoWes 
indiTidoals  and  nations  in  remediless  ruin. 

But,  sir,  it  is  to  me  no  small  matter  of  surprise, 
that  such  a  proposition  as  this  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  body ;  a  body  to  whom,  at  the 
last  session,  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
was  submitted,  to  explain  a  doubt  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  onr  power;  a  question  which  had  equally 
divided  the  nation,  taking  the  sentiments  of  the 
RepresentatiYes  as  a  just  criterion.    J  mean,  of 
course,  the  power  of  the  National  Gbrernment 
as  to  internal  improvements ;  a  question  which, 
above  all  others,  called  for  an  amendment  and 
Dine  voices  onlv,  I  believe,  were  in  its  favor. 
How  then  can  the  Senate,  composed  of  the  same 
members,  give  their  assent  to  the  present,  when 
it  is  not  pretended  that  our  power  is  not  full  and 
explicit.    The  people  will  repUr,  as  they  ought. 
Why  mock  as  in  this  way  ?     z  ou  ask  for  power 
which  you  nneqnivocally  have;  and  refuse  to 
consult  us  upon  that  which  is  doubtful.    It  is  no 
part  of  my  uuty  to  attempt  to  reconcile  this  pal- 
pable inconsistency.    One  word  further.    I  will 
promise  the  gentleman,  if  he  will  bring  in  a  bill 
in  conformity  to  the  4th  section,  my  cordial  sup- 
port, for  I  entirely  approve  the  principle,  that 
the  Representatives  should  be  elected  by  districts, 
as  thereby  a  result  will  be  produced  most  essen- 
tial 10  the  full  effect  of  the  true  principles  of  our 
Qovernment,  Ihat  the  Representative  should  be 
fully  known  to  his  constituents ;  and,  by  resid- 
ing among  them,  should  know  their  wants,  and 
participate  their  feelings  and  interests ;  present- 
iDg  in  this  a  strong  contrast  to  that  of  the  fclector, 
iwho  has  bat  one  insulated  duty  to  perform,  that 
of  Totiog  for  the  character  his  constituents  prefer, 
as  President^  and  of  whom  a  pledge  is  always  re- 
quired, and  indeed  gives,  belore  he  is  supported 
hy  the  people.    So  that,  in  effect,  it  is  of  little 
eonseqoence  who  is  selected,  as  he  serves  only  as 
an  organ,  to  conTey  the  wishes  of  his  constituents 
to  the  Electoral  college.    He  furnishes  the  only 
requisite,  by  the  pledge  he  previously  gives  of 
supporting  the  man  of  their  cnoice. 

Hut  to  proceed  to  the  second  amendment,  which 

r>roposes  to  chan^^  the  mode  of  electing  Electors. 
t  mast  be  perceived  that  the  first  efiect  will  be 
to  deprire  the  Stales  of  the  power,  given  them 
by  the  Constitution,  of  directing  the  mode  of 
their  election- 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  while  the  Consti- 
tution has  given  to  Congress  the  power  of  regu- 


lating the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  choosing 
Representatives,  and  also  of  regulating  the  time 
ana  manner  of  choosing  the  Senators ;  yet  Con* 
gress  had  no  power  to  touch  this  subject  save 
only  that  of  directing  the  time  of  choosing  the 
Electors,  and  that  power  retained  only  from  ne- 
cessitv,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  uniformity 
as  to  tnetimcj  to  guard  against  corruption  through- 
out the  United  States.  If  it  were  esteemed 
proper  to  give  this  right  to  the  States,  and  to 
withhold  it  from  Congress,  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  what  oelinquency  have  the 
States  committed  to  produce  a  forfeiture  of  their 
rights?  What  reason  presents  iuelf  to  justifv 
this  curtailment  of  their  privileges  ?  It  is  urged, 
because  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  they 
abused  the  power;  and  because  two  States  of 
the  Union,  m  times  of  great  party  heat,  con- 
ducted themselves  irregularly,  disgracefullv  if 
you  will,  the  sin  is  to  be  imputed  to  every  State 
in  the  Union  so  as  to  result  in  their  disfranchise- 
ment. Upon  the  same  principle,  if  one  or  two 
of  the  districts  were  to  conduct  themselves  in  the 
same  way,  and  complaint  was  lodged  ag^ainst 
them,  the  whole  also  should  forfeit  their  rights, 
and  some  new  mode  must  be  substituted.  It  is 
vain  to  argue  against  a  system  because  bad  men. 
when  in  power,  occasionally  abuse  it.  It  is  suf^ 
ficient,  for  human  purposes,  if  it  has  been  ex- 
posed to  the  most  violent  shocks,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  has  survived  unhurt,  and  produced  all  the 
good  consequences  anticipated.  Such,  I  con- 
tend, is  the  mode  as  at  present  established  by  the 
Constitution.  In  no  instance  has  one  been  elected 
to  the  high  station  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation  who  had  not,  at  the  time,  a  majority  of 
the  people ;  and,  without  indulging  vain  hopes, 
we  may  confidently  expect  we  shaU  never  have 
to  encounter  a  severer  trial  than  that  through 
which  we  have  passed. 

But  my  principal  objection  to  the  proposed 
amendment  arises  from  the  gross  inequality  of  its 
effects  against  the  large,  and  in  favor  of  the  small 
States.  If,  therefore,  the  Senate  should  resolve 
to  cancel  the  compromise  out  of  which,  unques- 
tionably, grew  the  arrangement  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Presidential  election,  and 
gentlemen  are  sincere  in  their  professioiu  that 
they  wish  the  election  of  the  President  to  depend 
on  the  unbiassed  and  uncontrolled  will  ot  the 
majority,  and  to  effect  this  they  are  prepared  to 
strip  the  States  of  a  portion  of  the  power  given 
them  by  the  Constitution,  then  let  them  unite 
with  me  in  an  amendment  which  shall  place  the 
election  upon  their  choice,  without  regard  to  the 
division  of  territory  into  States.  That  is,  if  the 
election  must  be  national  in  its  manner,  let  it  also 
be  in  principle;  to  that  end  let  the  number  of 
Electors  be  in-proportion  to  the  Representatives 
of  each  State,  to  the  exclusion  of  Senators,  and 
in  the  event  of  no  election  by  a  majority  of  the 
people,  and  the  consequent  devolution  of  the 
election  on  the  House  of  Representatives,  let  the 
election  there  be  decided  by  plurality  or  voices, 
and  not  by  States.  This  mode  presents  a  na- 
'  tional  election,  not  merely  in  form,  but  in  sub- 
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stance.  I  wish  it  to  be  distiDctly  niiderstood  that 
I  do  not  wish  to  distnrb  the  present  arrangement, 
and  Qothing  wonld  iodace  me  to  submit  a  propo- 
eition  of  the  kind  bat  as  a  defensive  measure. 

Bv  tbe  Constitution,  as  at  present,  the  election 
is  ot  a  compound  character.  Partly  national,  in 
so  far  as  the  number  of  Electors  snail  be  equal 
to  the  number  of  Representatiyes,  and  .Federal 
in  so  far  as  the  Electors  shall,  from  each  Slate, 
ffreat  or  small,  be  equal  to  their  representation  in 
this  body ;  and  exclusively  Federal,  or  by  the 
States  in  the  event  of  devolution  of  the  election 
on  the  House  of  Representatives  where  they 
vote,  not  numerically,  but  by  States.  Leaving 
the  right  of  regulating  the  election  to  the  States, 
the  laige  States  do  not  so  sensibly  fed  these  ad- 
vantages, already  enjoyed  by  the  small  Slates. 
Voting,  as  they  do,  unanimously,  they  havesome- 
tbing  like  their  due  weight  in  the  election ;  hot 
cut  up  into  districts,  it  may  happen  that  Rhode 
Island  may  have  four  votes,  and  New  York,  in 
effect  only  one,  by  a  diyision  of  votes.  If  regard 
were  had  only  to  numbers,  the  weight  of  Rhode 
Island  to  New  York  would  be  as  thirteen  and  a 
half  to  one ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  two  votes 
given  to  Rhode  Island  as  an  independent  State, 
ahe  is  entitled  to  four  votes,  and  New  York,  to 
'twenty-nine,  and  consequently  reducing  the  in- 
fluence of  New  York,  when  compared  to  Rhode 
Island,  to  seven  and  a  half  instead  of  thirteen  and 
a  balr,  and  thereby  depriving  her  of  nearly  half 
her  iofluence.  Nor  is  this  all,  for,  in  the  event  of 
no  election  by  the  people.  New  York  and  Rhode 
Island  have  precisely  an  equal  influence  in  the 
election  of  President.  With  all  these  advan- 
tages under  the  existing  regulations,  the  small 
States  are  not  yet  satisfi^,  but  propose  an  amend- 
ment by  which  this  important  advantage  anay  be 
.  frequently  brought  into  active  operation-— by  the 
division  of  tbe  vote  for  President.  I  am  justifia- 
ble in  saying  that  the  election  will  more  fre- 
quently devolve  upon  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment^  as  there 
is  a  much  greater  probability  of  a  division  in  an 
assembly  of  three  hundred  than  of  twenty-one. 
The  former  sbortlv  will  be  tbe  number  of  Elect- 
ors ;  the  latter  is  the  number  of  States  at  present. 
The  mode  of  election,  if  left  to  the  States,  permiu 
only  twentv-one  bodies  of  Electors,  and  therefore, 
as  far  as  the  question  of  division  is  concerned, 
fucnisbing  only  twenty-one  Electors ;  for,  by  the 

general  ticket,  there  can  be  no  divnion  in  the 
itate  vote,  whereas  there  will  be  shortly  three 
hundred  Electors,  who,  in  addition  to  sectional 
considerations,  common  to  both,  have  all  -the 
seeds  of  division  which  such  an  unconnected  mass 
always  carries  within  its  bosom. 

So  much  of  the  amendment  as  still  retains  lo 
the  Slates  the  ri^ht  of  electing  two  Electors,  in- 
dependent of  its  incongruity,  I  would  say,  but  for 
personal  respect  to  tbe  mover  of  the  proposition, 
was  an  insult  to  the  States.  What  does  it  avail 
New  York,  when,  by  districting  her,  you  have 
shorn  her  of  her  real  strength ;  when  you  have 
spoiled  her  of  the  substance,  to  leave  this  efligy 
of  her  former  power?    Nay,  sir,  by  this  very  ar- 


rangement, the  weight  of  the  amall  Stales  is  ia- 
creased.  Delaware  sends  two  by  districts  and 
elects  two  by  her  Legislature.  Her  vote  most 
always  be  three  to  one ;  generally,  an  undivided 
vote.  New  York-— and  so  with  the  large  Statei 
generally— if  divided  into  districts,  and  Elecion 
of  different  parties,  or  candidate8,shoiild  be  elected, 
will  not  be  able  to  weigh  as  miush  in  tbe  scale. 

But  why  this  incongruity?  Either  divide  the 
State  into  districts  equal  to  her  Electors,  or  leave 
it  as  it  is,  and  pretend  not  to  compensate  for  ike 
rights  which  you  take  by  so  insignifieaot  a  born 
as  the  one  held  out. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  has  entered  into  a 
lon^  and  intricate  calculation  to  show  that  a  mi- 
nority may  elect  the  President  under  «he  presest 
arrangement.  If  ifae  fisct  be  admitted,  what  is  the 
advantage  gained  bv  his  argument?  When  tlie 
States  are  distriotea,  may  not  the  same  resait 
happen  ?  And  if  tbe  election  is  in  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  to  be  decided  by  Stales,  wiH  not 
an  insignificant  portion  of  the  people  of  the  tJni- 
ted  States  have  the  election  in  their  hands  %  In 
illustmtion  of  the  first  suggestion,  take  ike  State 
<»f  New  York,  divide  it  into  sooth  and  north ;  Ike 
former  shall  be  unanimous  in  favor  of  A,  sad 
shall  have  thirteen  districu;  the  latter  siiallai 
each  district  be  equally  divided,  save  one  castisf 
vote,  in  favor  of  a :  hence  it  will  result  that  af- 
though  nearly  three-fourths  of  New  York  ars  ia 
favor  of  A,  yet  B  will  have  a  majority.  In  proof 
of  the  latter  suggestion,  we  need  only  refer  to  the 
representation  of  eleven  of  the  small  States  ia 
the  House  of  Representatives,  equal  to  thirty-six 
members,  yet  eleven  being  the  majority  of  twea- 
ty-one,  the  whole  number  of  the  States^  would 
have  power  to  decide  the  election  against  tke 
express  will  of  four-fifths  of  the  United  Suies. 
The  fact  is,  that  a  consequence  of  this  kind,  if 
extreme  cases  be  admitted,  is  inseparably  incident 
to  everjr  election  made  by  Electors  taken  from 
tbe  difierent  divisions  of  tbe  territory.  In  ose 
section  they  may  be  unanimous,  in  another  a 
majority  of  one  may  weigh  through  the  Eket- 
ors,  whose  election  bis  vote  has  decided  equal- 
ly with  thousands  in  another  territory.  This 
fiosition  is  too  plain  to  require  further  eincida- 
tion,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gende- 
man  will  be  as  subject  to  its  inflneaee  as  the  pie- 
seat  arrangement. 

But  the  principal  ground  upon  whteb  tbe  gen- 
tleman rests  his  argnmenl  is,  that  it  will  avoid 
intrigue  and  fbre%n  influence.  If  ibis  were  true 
of  intri^uc^  then,  indeed  would  the  gentleman 
have  a  right  to  challenge  a  imanimous  role,  not 
only  here  but  through  the  nation.  As  to  foreign 
inflqenoe,  I  have  no  apprehension.  I  have  ao 
belief  that  all  the  money  in  the  bowels  of  tke 
earth  would  be  able  to  corrupt  the  Liegisla- 
tures,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  the  twenty-oae 
States.  If  ever  that  time  should  arrive,  it  will 
be  of  but  little  avail  what  we  shall  this  day  do. 
Tbe  people  will  no  longer  be  fit  for  a  free  govern* 
ment,  and  whatever  may  be  written  in  the  Con- 
stitution will  not  weigh  against  the  dnst  of  tbe 
balance. 
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That  ambitioiiB  men  wiH  always  exist,  aod  who 
will  seek  to  gratify  their  Tiews  by  the  most  irre- 
galar  efforts,  is  readilv  sdmitted.    That  the  Pre- 
sidential ebair  should  be  guarded  asainst  their 
ai^Toaeh,  by  every  precamioa  which  namaQ  wis- 
dom can  deyise,  is  eqaalljr  true.    With  these  ad- 
missioos,  which  I  most  freely  make,  permit  me 
to  iaqaire  where  these  efforts  are  likely  to  have 
the  greatest  effect?    ,Upoi>  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States,  composed  of  thoosaods,  or  oo   the- 
House  of  Representatives,  when  voting  by  States, 
where  one  man,  by  being  the  onl^r  Kepresenta- 
tive  of  a  State,  has  a  vote  which,  m  effect,  will 
weigh  against  a  million  of  inhabitants  whose 
delegation  is  limited  aUo  to  one  vote?     The 
alarms  of  the  honorable  geotleman  are  alive  only 
to  the  danger  of  the  corruption  of  the  many  of 
the  State  li^islature,  but  are  perfectly  quieted 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  corruption  of  one,  if 
he  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.   He  takes,  therefore,  all  power  Irom  the 
fotmer^  lest  they  should  be  the  ioatrumeots  of 
intrigue  or  foreign  influence,  while  be  r^jeots, 
with  a  species  of  horror,  any  curtailments  of  the 
power  of  the  latter,  as  violating  the  sacred  prin- 
ciples of  the  compact  between  the  States,  and 
rejects  all  apprehension  of  the  attempts  of  intrigue 
aod  foreign  influence  in  that  quarter  as  chimeri- 
cal ;  aod  yet  the  honorable  gentleman  has  resort- 
ed to  Ibe  only  occasion  which  has  ever  occurred 
of  at  devolution  of  the  election  on  the  House  of 
Representatives  furnishing  much  aid  in  support 
of  his  proposed  amendment.    Had  I  resorted  to 
it  in  support  of  my  amendment  to  cause  the  elec- 
tion to  be  decided  by  plaraiitv  of  votes,  I  should 
have  thought  it  conclusive ;  ^ut  that  the  gentle- 
man  should  attempt  to  enlist  it  in  support  of  hisj 
is  truly  astonishing.    What,  sir,  when  on  that 
occasion  an  attempt  was  made  disgjreceful,  wick- 
ed, and  alarming,  to  place  a  President  in  office 
who  had  not  received  one  vote  for  that  oQce,  and 
thiny  odd  ballots  were  taken  before  the  question 
was  decided,  a  question  which  depended  upon  the 
fidelity  of  one  or  two  individuals  representing^ 
States  which  pve  them  one  vote,  what  can  cre- 
ate more  surprise  than  that  an  incident  of  this 
Icind  should  be  brought  into  view,  in  support  of 
ao  amefldment  the  Inevitable  consequences  of 
which  win  be,  as  I  have  already  attempted  to 
show,  frequently  to  produce  the  possibility,  at 
least,  of  a  similar  scene^    I  would  to  God  that 
over  this  melancholy  part  of  our  annals  the  man- 
tle of  forgetfulness  could  forever  rest ;  but  as  that 
is  a  desperate  hope,  let  us.  if  possible,  draw  good 
oat  of  evil,  by  profiting  by  the  lesson  it  incul- 
cates.  Lax  us,  instead  of  multiplying  the  chancea 
of  its  recurrence  apply  a  direct  remedy,  and  cut 
qp  tlie  evil  by  the  roots. 

As  the  honorable  gentleman  has  justly  and,  I 
may  add,  without  flattery,  .eloquently,  depicted 
the  consequences  which  were  hanging  on  that 
event,  it  behooves  him  to  unite  with  me  in  inter- 
posing barriers  against  its  repetition.  Here  it  is 
that  intrigue  will  address  itself.  One  man  may 
be  corrupted — millions  cannot.  That  corruption 
did  not  take  place,  and,  as  a  consequence,  that 


Burr  was  not  elected  as  President,  w«s  not  be- 
cause the  tempter  did  not  present  himself,  but 
because  there  were,  at  that  time,  no  Jndases  to 
accept  the  bribe.  For  we  have  been  told  by  a 
then  member,  in  a  public  memorial  at  this  session, 
that  the  chief  priests  offered  him  not  thirty  but 
some  hundred  pieces  of  silver,  not  indeed  to  be- 
tray the  Saviour  of  mankind,  but,  what  was  only 
second  in  importance,  the  political  salvation  of 
this  country,  and,  with  it,  that  of  the  world.  If 
the  prophecy  of  the  gentleman  should  be  fuU 
filkd,  that,  as  we  advance  in  age,  we  shall  ad- 
vance in  corruption,  under  similar  ctvcumstances 
some  Iscariot  may  be  found  who  will  sell  his 
sottl  to  perdition  and  his  ooontry  to  ruin.  I  will 
submit  therefore  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate, 
without  further  comment,  whether  the  amend- 
ment I  propose,  or  that  of  the  gentleman's,  is  m^t 
likely  to  protect  us  from  a  repetition  of  this  dis- 
graceful scene.  The  honorable  gentleman  has 
endeavored  to  excite  our  alarms  by  representing 
that,  with  the  expansion  uf  the  Republic,  intrigue 
will  increase,  and  its  effects  be  more  violent  and 
destructive.  We  have  been  presented  with  our 
future  fate  in  the  catastrophe  of  Rome.  I  abhor, 
as  sincerely  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersev 
or  any  other,  every  species  of  intrigue ;  yet  I  will 
not  surrender  myself  to  any  unnecessary  fears 
from  the  example  of  ancient  times;  there  is  no 
point  of  resemblance ;  here,  power  is  distributed 
through  an  almost  boundless  empire;  there,  it 
was  confined  to  a  single  city  filled  with  fit  mate- 
rials on  which  for  the  ambitious  demagogue  to 
act.  To  gain  an  ascendency  in  Rome  was  to 
conquer  the  world ;  here,  however  though  our 
metropolis  might  he  agitated,  if  Cassar  himself 
were  to  be  the  master  spirit  by  which  it  was  pro- 
duced, its  effect  on  this  great  Republic  would  be 
as  impotent  as  the  zephyr  pUying  on  the  bosom 
of  that  ocean  which  prescribes  our  limits  to  the 
West. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  though  1  pray  God  not  a  true  one,  has  con- 
cluded his  remarks  by  exhibiting  a  frightful  pic- 
ture of  our  ultimate  destiny,  in  the  execution  of 
which  hf  has  dipped  his  pencil  in  colors  of  the 
darkest'dye— A  corrupt  people,  a  servile  Repce- 
sentation,  a  timid  Sepate,  like  that  of  Tiberius, 
reeoidiag  edicts  only  of  blood  to  gratify  the  cy- 
mnt  in  the  person  of  some  suecassfol  miliiaffy 
chieftain ;  these,  he  tells  us,  are  the  dreadfttlcou- 
seqoences  of  a  rejection  of  his  proposition.  If 
this  is  the  condition  which,  under  any  eircum- 
stances,  awaits  as,  it  is  but  idle  to  deliberate  upon 
Constitutional  ^uestionB.  The  successful  usur- 
per will  give  himself  but  little  trouble  in  con- 
sulting its  provisions— his  sword,  like  that  of 
Alexander's,  will  cut  the  gordian  knot.  It  is  to 
this  instrument  he  will  appeal  for  the  extent  of 
his  powers.  To  these  unhallowed  auguries,  I 
make  this  reply :  That,  if  it  be  the  will  of  Provi- 
dence to  give  up  this  happy  land,  this  last  abode 
of  freedom,  to  become  a  den  of  despots,  and  to 
surrender  to  their  ruthless  hands  that  liberty, 
without  which  life  ceases  to  be  a  blessing,  then. 
I  pray,  most  fervently  pray,  the  great  disposer  or 
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eyents,  that  the  day  which  witnesses  their  reali- 
zation, may  be  that  which  shall  produce  the  Ions 
foretold  and  awful  curse  denounced  ai^ainst  all 
terrestrial  thinss — ^  Time  is  no  more.'' 

When  Mr.  fi.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Forsyth 
rose  and  opposed  the  riesolution  at  considerable 
length.  The  resolution  having  been  amended, 
the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmatire— yeas  28,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YxAs-^Meisn.  Bnrrill,  Crittenden,  Dickerson,  Ea- 
ton, Edwards,  Fronentin,  Ctoldshoroogh,  Hanter, 
Johnson,  King,  Laoock,  Maeon,  Mellen,  Monil,  Mor- 
row»  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Banlbrd,  Smith,  Stokes, 
SUnrer,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Wil- 
liams of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Forsyth, 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Leake,  Roberts,  Rnggles,  Tait,  and 
Taylor. 


Tbursdat,  January  14. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  wnom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  therelief  of  John 
A.  Dix ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Forsyte  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

StBokedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadidaiy  be 
instructed  to  inanire  into  the  expediency  of  prescribing 
by  law  the  mode  of  quartering  soldiers,  during  war, 
in  Uie  houses  of  citizens,  when  the  public  exigencies 
may  make  it  necessary,  and  the  mode  by  which  pri- 
Tate  profNsrty  may  be  taken  Ibr  public  use ;  deaignat^ 
ing,  paiticularly,  by  whose  orders  property  may  be 
taken,  the  manner  of  ascertaining  its  Value,  and  the 
mode  by  which  the  owner  shall  receiTe,  with  die  least 
possible  delay,  the  just  compensation  for  Uie  same,  to 
which  he  is  entitled  by  the  Conetitntion  of  the  United 

Mr.  Samfobd  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  oonsideration : 

Meaohed,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  nineteenth  of  the 
steading  rules  of  the  Senate,  the  following  shall  hence- 
forth be  one  of  the  standing  rales  of  the  Senate. 

•<  All  bills,  on  a  second  reading,  shall  fint  be  eon- 
aidered  by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  bofcre  they 
■hall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  1^  the  Senate, 
agreeably  to  the  standing  rales^  unless  otherwioe 
otdered. 

**  And  when  the  Senate  shall  dsnaider  a  treaty,  biU, 
or  resolution,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  the  Vice 
President,  or  President  mro  temporct  niay  till  a  mem- 
ber to  fill  the  Chair  durmg  the  time  the  Senate  shall 
remain  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  chair^ 
man,  so  called,  ahall,  during  such  time,  haTO  all  the 
powers  of  Vice  President  or  President  ^ro  itmport/' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Richard  Bland  LeOi  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resoWed  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  cannot  be  granted. 

Mr.  JoHiiaoif  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  praying  the 
confirmation  of  certain  titles  to  lands  therein,  as 


stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Nayal  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberlake;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  scwond 
reading. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COURTS. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day.  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  proride  for  the  more  cod- 
yenient  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  appointment  of  circuit  ludgcs; 
and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following 
motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Robbbts  : 

"That the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  proTide  in  the 
bill  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  additional 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  so  to  alter  tke 
present  diTisions  of  the  United  States  into  carcnits,  ai 
to  proiide  for  the  more  speedy  administration  of  jw- 
tioe  in  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Louinaoi, 
Indiana,  Mississippi,  and  Illinois.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatiTe— yeas  11, 
nays  28,  as  follows : 

Ta AS — Mesars.  Dickerson,  Eppes,  Forsyth,  Lacock, 
Maoon,  NoUe,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Staiith,  Stokes,  and 
T^lor. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Dag- 
gett, Eaton,  Edwards,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsbor- 
ougfa.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Mdleo, 
Monil,  MoiTOw,  Otis,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Storer,  Tstt, 
Talbot,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Van  DjiEe,  Williamiof 
MisBisaippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PaEsiOBiiT 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the 
amendments  beins  concurred  in,  on  the  question, 
**  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas 
25,  nays  14.  as  follows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Buirill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Eatoii 
Edwards,  Forsyth,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldaboromgli, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Mellen,  Mai^ 
row,  Otis,  Rug^es,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tidieasi^ 
Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  WiOluni  d 
Tenni 


Nats — ^Messrs.  Baibour,  Dickerson,  Eppea,  Lacocki 
Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roberts,  Siu&rd,  SouA, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  and  Thomas. 


FRinAT,  January  15. 

Mr.  Gou>8BoaocoB,  from  the  Committee 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the . 
lief  of  Samuel  Ward,  and  also  the  bill  entitli 
*<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker,"  r 
ported  the  same  respectiTely  without  amendmetf 

Mr.  JoBNSOM,  from  the  Committee  od  Pabn 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  repoi^ 
ed  a  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cayalier  and  Per 
Petit,  in  their  claims  to  a  tract  of  land;  and 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readii, 

Mr.  Robbbts  presented  the  petition  of  Dti 
Henly,  late  of  KnoxYille,  Tennessee,  prayi 
compensation  for  a  number  of  arms  impi 
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into  \hm  a§tdse  «£  the  Uiited  Statei,  as  tiated  in 
the  peiitioa ;  which  ma  read,  and  refeired  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims* 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Co- 
lumbian United  Abolition  Society,  pmying  the 
passage  of  an  act  more  effeeinaUy  to  protest  per* 
sons  of  color  entitled  to  frsedom ;  and  the  memOi> 
rial  was  rtad,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
fKointed  on  the  15th  of  last  month,  on  the  resoln* 
tion  of  tbe  Senate  respecting  the  slave  trade,  to 
consider  and  report  thtreon. 

Mr.  Daoostt  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Simpson,  American  Consul  at  Morocco,  praying 
that  he  may  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  the  rate 
of  fonr  thoasand  dollars  per  annum,  with  house* 
rent  in  addition ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Reladons. 

Mr.  LaoocXyffom  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  rclerred  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate, direecittg  an  inquiry  as  to  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tending the  net  of  the  last  session  relative  to  Rev* 
alntionwy  officers  and  soldjers,  so  as  to  provide 
for  placing  the  warrant  officers  in  the  naval  set « 
vice  on  the  same  feotiof,  as  to  the  amount  of 
pension,  as  other  officers  m  that  service  $  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution : 

MtMohed,  That  the  oommittee  be  diicharged  from 
the  Ifarflier  eon«deration  ef  tfie  snhjeet. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  LacocKi  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ezjiedieucy  of 
Increasing  the  pension  of  Caleb  Austin,  madfe  a 
rqK>rt^  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  The  report  and  reso- 
lution were  read. 

Mr.  MoRBOw,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Al- 
exander Macomb,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
ihe  following  resolution : 

Seaohed,  That  themyerof  the  petitioner,  so  ftr 
as  it  xfllates  to  Slonsy  island^  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeaiauves 
ifilpnEiied  the  Benate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  ftir  the  relief  of  Benjamia 
FoqI;>*  a  bUl,  eMitled  *'Ao  act  lor  the  lefief  of 
HteryDami^  a  bilLendtled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Adam  Kinsley,  Thomae  Preach,  mud 
Charles  S.  Leonard  f  a  bill»  entitled  <<Aa  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
officers  and  crews  of  gunboats  number  one  hon-' 
dred  and  forty-nine,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fonr;'' a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the 
heirs  and  Imtees  of  Thomas  Turner,  deceased  j" 
and  also  a  Dill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Keosie  and  Forsyth/'  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  eoncnrrence  ef  the  Senate. 

The  six  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
seremlly  jpassed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  iDOtioo  by  Mr.  LAcocK,it  was  agreed  to  re- 
consider the  rote  of  the  Senate,  on  engrossing  and 
passing  to  a  third  rsadin&  the  resolution  propo- 
sing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Btates,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Btect- 
15th  Con.  2d  Sg88<— 6 


ors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 
Coagress  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  consider* 
ation  of  the  same  having  been  resumed,  as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour, 

"  That  the  resolation  be  rafened  to  a  seleet  oom- 
oiklse»  with  instmctioof  so  to  modify  it,  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  happening  of  any  of  the  contingenciss  in 
the  Coiistitution«  by  which  the  election  devolyes  on 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTeB,  the  choice  of  President 
shall  be  m&de  by  plurality  of  Totes  and  not  by  Btsftes  ;** 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6, 
nays  32,  as  follows : 

X%AS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eppes,  Roberts,  Rnggles, 
Sanford,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — ^Messn.  Barrill,  Crittenden,  Daagett,  Dick- 
erson,  Eaton,  Edwsrds,  Forsyth,  Fromentin,  Gain^, 
Goldsboron^,  Hunter,  Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Leake, 
Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Morrow,  ^oble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Smfdi,  Btokes,  Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tiche- 
nor.  Van  Dyke,  WHUams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wfllkms 
of  Tennessse. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended — 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Otis,  it  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  Digkbrson,  Kiico,  Macon,  Edwardc, 
and  Barbour,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendment  to  tne  resolution  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  and  di- 
recting Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  library,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolution 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORODOH,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  resolution  to  erect  a 
monument  over  the  remains  of  the  late  General 
George  Washinqton,  where  they  now  lie,  with 
instructions,  and  in  conformity  therewith,  reported 
a  bill  to  erect  an  Equestrian  Statue  of  General 
Washinqton,  in  the  Capitol  Square;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

'The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  nineteenth  of  the  standing  rules  of  the 
Senate ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  January  18. 

Mv.  GUiJLLAan  presented  the  memorial  of  Arch- 
ibald B.  Lord,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  outter  Boxer,  pray- 
ing that  one-fourth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  brig 
Dianai  and  her  cargo,  libelled  and  condemned  for 
a  violation  of  the  noi^-intero^nrse  law,  may  be 
distributed  among  them,  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  the  memorial ;  and  the  memorial  was 
reim,and  referred  to  the  Commttiee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  amendments  to 
the  acts  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slav».— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  on  the  15(h  December  last. 
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Mr.  Tatlok  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Pyle,  of  Crawford  county,  State  of  Indiana,  pray* 
ing  permission  to  withdraw  bb  entry  of  a  section 
of  land,  and  that  the  sam  paid  therefor  may  be 
placed  to  his  credit,  on  aceoant  of  a  section  sub- 
seaoently  entered  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Comimittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LAcocK,from  the  Committee  on  PeDsions. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
respecting  inyalids,^  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
to  aatborize  the  payment,  in  certain  cases,  on  ac- 
eoant of  Treasury  notes,  which  ha?e  been  lost  or 
destroyed,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Epp£8,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Thome ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Macon  communicated  attested  copies  of 
two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  **An  act  for  removing  jogs, 
shoals,  and  other  impediments  in  the  Tar  river, 
below  the  town  of  WashiogtOD,  in  the  county  of 
Beaufort,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  ^*An  act 
to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  1816,  entitled 
'An  act  for  removing  lo^s,  shoals,  and  other  im- 
pediments in  the  Tar  river,  below  the  town  of 
Washington,  in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  requesting  the  consent  of  the 
Congress  thereto ;  and  also  the  report  of  the  select 
joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Govern- 
or's Message  as  relates  to  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  on  the  claim 
of  that  State,  to  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
within  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  the  acts  and 
report  were  read. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Has- 
lett,  reported  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  resolu- 
tion was  read. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Charleston,  reported  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  TicBENOR,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  ot  Daniel  Pettibone ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  PftEBiOBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  **Act  of  March  3d,  1809^  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regula- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," containing  the  several  statements  thereby 
reouired ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

He  also  communicated  a  statement  exhibiting 
the  amount  received  by  each  clerk  in  the  several 
offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  services 
rendered  during  the  year  1819$  which  was  read. 

The  bill  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the 


seat  of  government  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  for  the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning 
within  the  said  State,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Diz  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberlaks 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  erect  an  Bquesuian  Statue  of  Qea« 
eral  Wabbinotoii,  in  the  Capitol  Square,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  conflrming  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land,  was 
read  the  second  tfme. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Davis,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  CIsima. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Pool,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aod  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claioia. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Adam 
Kinsley,  Thomas  French,  and  Charles  S.  Leon* 
ard,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aad  referred  ta 
the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet  concemiog  the  hein 
and  lesatees  of  Thomas  Turner,  deceased,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kea- 
zie  and  Forsyth,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Kame  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  officers  and  crews 
of  gunboau  No.  149  and  154,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  aod  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afikirs. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  appointment  of  circuit  judges*  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  14,  as 
folium 


YxAs — Messrs.  Barrill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Estoa. 
Edwards,  Fromentiu,  Gsillsrd,  GoMsboroagfa,  Haotcit 
Johnson,  Leake,  Mellen,  Morrow,  Otis,  Riiggles,8tofer, 
Tait,  Talbot,  Ticbenor,  Van  Dyke,  WUliams  of  Mb- 
sissippi,  and  Williams  of  TsnneMss. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsrboar,  Diekeisoa,  £ppes,  Laoock, 
Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Robeits,  Sanlord,  Smith,  Stokm, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Peter  Litcoste;  and  the  furtlier  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bffbb,  from  the  Committee  on  Fioance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ISID,**  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  werertfad. 

Mr.  6oLD8BoaoDGB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  whs  referred  the  peiicion  of 
Daniel  Merril,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
rmolotion  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  petition.  The  report  and  resolutios 
were  resd. 
.    The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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motion  of  the  11th  instant,  for  iaformatioii  in  re- 
lation CO  the  boxiness  depending  in  the  coarts  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  same  was  agreed  to, 
■Bodilied  as  followa: 

Re»olved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Btaus  be  requested  to  canse  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  at  the  commeaeemeBt  of  their  next  ses- 
sion, aceaiate  lists  of  all  caoses,  which  may  be 
depending  on  the  first  daj  of  September  next,  in 
the  several  district  and  circnit  coorts,  and  in  the 
Bopreme  Coort  of  the  United  States ;  oistiaguisb- 
ing  therein,  ciril  and  eriminal  cases;  admiralty 
and  maritime  cases;  suits  between  eitiaens  oi 
different  Sutes ;  soits  to  which  the  United  States 
are  parties,  statioff  separately,  suits  for  duties ; 
original  eaases,  and  causes  removed  by  appeal  or 
writ  of  error ;  with  the  times  of  the  eommenoe- 
meotof  the  soils,  in  the  several  coorts;  and  such 
other  statements  or  explanations,  as  may  appear 
to  him  proper,  to  exhibit  the  actual  state  aod 
amount  of  the  business  depending  in  those  several 
eonrts ;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  fees  and 
emolamcats  of  the  marshals,  district  attorneys, 
clerks,  and  other  oflicers  of  the  district  and  circuit 
coorts  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  tables  or 
rules  by  which  snch  fees  have  been  taxed. 
,  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  o(  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Higgins;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 


TnasDAT,  January  19. 

Mr.  Sanfo&o  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  various  Religions  Societies  in 
New  York,  praying  the  adoption  of  such  measures 
as  may  best  promocethe  security,  pres^vation,  and 
improvement  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read|  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affiiirs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Thorne  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Pettibone  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Arnold  ;  and  the 
further  eonsideration  thereof  wss  postponed  until 
Toesdaf  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  ctf  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  relative  to 
the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last 
session,  providing  for  Revolutionarjr  officers  and 
soldiers;  and  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committeeon  Public  Land^  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  Macomb ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith^ 

Re§oi9ed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  Btoney  Island,  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cemmiitee  on  Public  Lands 
he  instroeced  to  report  a  bill  aceordiogly. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  eeasideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Dauiel  Merril ;  aod,  in- 
concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  at  Charleston ;  and  the  further  conside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Jodiciarv  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prescribing  by  law  the  mode  of 
quartering  soldi(*rs  during  war  ,dkc.;  and  it  waa 
ordered  that  the  further  couhideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  Friday  next,  and  that  it  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  to  extend  for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  the 
pensions  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  died,  or 
were  killed  in  the  late  war  f*  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oi  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  concerning  widows  of  the  militia;"  an  i  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  i.ntil 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oi  the 
Whole,  the  coosideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Harper;''  aii.  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reporte  1  to 
the  Hou»e,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ot  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  An 
act  concerning  invalid  pensions,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reporteo  thereto,  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  msxing  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  Uaited  Sutes,  for  the  year  1819,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance ;  aad  the  further  eonside- 
ration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FBOHBiiTiif  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raohed,  That  the  rale  adopted  by  the  8enste»  da- 
ring the  present  session,  the  purport  of  which  Is  te 
prevent  tbe  printing  of  any  motion  or  rssolotionoflbrsd 
to  the  Senate,  eioept  on  special  order,  be  rescinded. 

The  PRESiDaiiT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  iif  War,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809, 
entitled  **An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  aett 
for  the  establishment  and  recolatioa  of  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  aod  Navy  Departments,"  showing  the 
expenditure  of  money  appropriated  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  ihe  Military  Bsiablishment 
for  the  year  1818;  and  the  report  was  read. 
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WamiBSDiiT,  Jaanary  20. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOuoH  presented  the  petition  of 
Francis  Le  Baron,  of  New  York,  praying  permis- 
sion for  himself  and  his  associates  to  lease,  for  a 
term  of  years,  from  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians, 
residing  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  country  for  the  sole  purpose  of  work- 
ing any  copper  mines,  which  he  has  or  majr  dis- 
cover tnereon,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  prayinff 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  surveyor  general, 
whose  duties  shall  be  confined  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  public  surveying  in  that  State  alone, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  DicKBBsoif  presented  the  memorial  and 
remonstrance  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  residing  in  the' State  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing amendments  to  the  kct  prohibiting  the  impor* 
tation  of  slaves,  so  as  more  effectually  to  prevent 
their  introduction  into  the  United  States;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 
'  Mr.  DicKBBSOii  also  presented  the  petition  of 
William  McFarland,  late  a  corporal  in  the  ninth 
regiment  of  infantry,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion, for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  reid,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  DiCKEBBOif  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Rachael  Sturgis,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  maintenance  and  education  or  the 
three  orphan  children  of  John  T.  Bentley,  for- 
merly a  captain  in  the  sixth  regiment  of  infantry, 
who  died  in  service  in  the  year  1808,  whilst  under 
the  command  of  General  Wilkinson,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  New  Qrieans,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DrasBBBOM  also  preeeoted  the  petition  of 
Ann  VfeelaBd,  and  others,  surviving  executors  of 
Nicholas  Vreelaad,  deceased,  praying  payment 
fbr  a  cercifieate  issued  in  1778,  to  the  deeeaeed,  by 
Benjamin  Thompson,  commiasioner  for  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  for  two  hondred  and  forty^iive  dol- 
lars and  sixty-six  cents,  bearing  interest  from  Ist 
of  January  ox  that  year,  which  was  accidentally 
destroyed ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RDG0i.£8,the  Qommiitee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediencv  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
the  division  or  the  territories  recently  ceded  by 
Iha  Indians,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  and  Indiana, 
into  suitable  districts,  and  for  the  establishment 
of  land  offices  for  the  sale  thereof. 

Mr.  Epfbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  *^Ab  act  direct  ins  the 
payment  of  eermin  bills  drawn,  by  General  Arm- 


stiong,  in  favor  of  WillJnm  Morgan,''  reported  the 
same  withoot  amendment. 

Mr.  Tatt,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  from  the 
House  of  Represenutives,  entitled  ^Ab  net  au- 
thorizing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  monef  to  the 
oflKeers  and  eiewa  of  ennboats  No.  149  and  154^" 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  GoLnsBononoB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B. 
aad  P.  Jourdao,  nnade  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  aaa  P.  Joordan,  brothers; 
an4  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  the  seeond  reading- 
Mr.  GoLDBBOBOOOB,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
McCormiclL  made  a  report,  accompuied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  on^t 
not  to  be  granted  $  and  the  report  aad  resolnuon 
were  read. 

Mr.  OoLnsBOBonaByfrom  the  samecooiaiittee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Pork- 
hill,  made  a  report,  aeoompanied  by  a  resoi«itioa 
that  the  petitioner  hav«  leave  to  vrithdiaw  hts 
petition ;  and  the  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
Mr.  Stobeb  submitted  the  following  motioa 
for  consideration : 

B€9oiudf  Thai  the  Ooauaittee  on  Ffaiaawe  bc^  snd 
borebj  an,  instnioled  to  inqone  inio  the  eaipedicQqr 
of  so  sltering  the  amount  of  compensation  lo  certaia 
collectors  of  the  customs,  as  shall  make  the  aaoia 
more  commensurate  wi&  the  duties  required  of  them. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  pro- 

{»nety  of  placing  Caleb  Austin  on  the  pension 
ist ;  and  the  eonaideration  thereof  was  further 
poetpoaed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Nathaniel  Goddard,  and  others ;  and  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
sabmitted  yesterday  bv  Mr.  FROMBirriif^  to  re- 
scind a  late  rule  of  the  Senate  respecting  the 
printing ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeencatives, 
entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H. 
Harper,''  waa  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  on 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  elothiag 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  m  domeetie  maao- 
faotures,  together  with  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  same,  submitted  by  Mr.  Rooolbb  ;  and,  on 
request,  Mr.  R.  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  said 
motion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  report  was  postponed  to  the  4th 
day  of  March  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rogolbs, 

IteBokedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  Tvquested  to  cause  a  wpari  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate,  at  their  next  session,  of  such  facta  aa  it  may 
be  within  the  means  of  the  Government  to  obtain, 
showing  how  At  il  may  he  expedtenl  or  not,  to  pro- 
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▼ide,  bylivr.  At  ibB  dothiBg  of  Uw  Aimj  with  wxMm 
majometand  in  the  United  Btatet. 


Thu&sdat,  January  21. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseuiatiTes 
informed  t&  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bili,  entitled  "An  aet  ezplaQatory  of  the  act,  en- 
titled *Aa  act  for  the  anal  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of 
Idissonri ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  makins  pro- 
vision for  the  claim  of  M.  Poirej  s"  *>  hill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  makiof  provisioa  tot  the  claim  of 
M.  de  Vieane ;"  a  biU,  entitled  ''An  aet  snpple- 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize 
and  empower  the  Presideai  and  Managers  of  the 
Washington  Turnpike  Company  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  when  organized,  to  extend  and  make 
their  turnpike  road  to  or  from  Qeorgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  dirough  the  said  Dis- 
trict, to  the  line  thereof;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  allowing  further  time  to  complete  the 
issuins  and  locating  of  land  warrants  ^'  in  which 
bills  they  request  Che  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  nve  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiUiiAjis,  of  Tennessee^  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
better  organizaiioa  of  the  Military  Academy; 
and  the  bill  was  read|  and  passed  to  tite  second 
readiae* 

Mr.  WiixiAics  also  commanioated  an  eeiimate 
of  the  increased  ejqpense  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my, proposed  by  said  bill ;  whieh  was  read. 

Mr*  WiLeoii  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Qreene  and  Compaay^manufiiciarers  of  ooppecas, 
in  New  Jersey,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on 
the  importation  of  copperas:  aad  the  petition 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


was 


Commerce  aad  Manuhetures^  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  RuooLxa  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Anderson,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  prayiog 
Gompensaiton  for  property  destroyed  during  the 
late  war,  as  stated  In  the  petition ;  whieh  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tatlpb  presented  the  memoriai  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Vinceaaes  Unireisity,  praying  for 
the  sale  of  the  remainder  of  the  seminary  lands 
in  Gibson  coonty,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  aad  referred  to  ihe  Committee 
on  Public  Iiands. 

The  PRBSinBNT  also  communicated  the  peti- 
tion of  Cornelia  Scboonmaker,  administratrix, 
and  Peter  Marine  Greene,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  2«achariah  Scboonmaker,  praying  re- 
lief in  the  settlement  of  the  deceased^s  accounts, 
as  paymaster  of  the  second  regiment  of  the  Vni- 
ted  States  rolunteer  artillery ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  aad  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Clflums. 

Mr.  GoLDaBoaoueH,  from  the  Committee  of 
GiaioBs,  to  whom  was  refened  the  bilL  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  o^Kenzie  and  Forsyth," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment;  whieh 
was  read. 


Mr.  GoLDSBoaouoB,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Adam  Kinsley  and  Thomas 
French,''  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19th  instant,  "  That  the  rule  adopt- 
ed by  the  Senate  during  the  present  session,  tne 
purport  of  which  is  to  prevent  the  printing  of 
any  motion  or  resolution  offered  to  the  Senate, 
except  on  special  order,  be  rescinded  |?'  and,  on 
the  question  to  tigree  thereto,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  ErPBS,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  placing  Peter  Fiancisco  on  the  list 
of  United  States  pensioners. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  FobUc 
Lalids,  pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
coBfirmina  the  claim  of  Alexander  Macomb,  to 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeona 
reading. 

Mr.  Macob  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Putney,  praying  relief  on  account  of  his  ser- 
vices in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  MoBBOW  presented  three  memorials  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Indians;  and  the  memorials  were  read^  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  80th  instant^  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieacv  of  altering  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  certain  collectors  of  the  customs ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Nathaniel  Goddard,  and  others ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims ;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed,  to  the  Pbesidbnt  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  amended  accordingly ;  and  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in.  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to* 
morrow. 
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JaHO  AMY,  1810. 


MLITABT  ROADS. 

The  Seoate  resomed,  »s  io  ComniiUee  of  the 
WhoI«f,  the  confideratioo  of  the  hill,  eotitled  "Ao 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
Tice  of  the  Uoited  States  for  the  year  1819,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendmeDts  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Finanoe ;  the  second  ameod- 
ment  baviDg  been  agreed  to;  and, 

On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ssent  reported  as  follows:  "  Strike  ont  the  19ih, 
90th,  and  2l8t  lines  to  wit :  For  eitra  pay  to 
non*eom missioned  officers  and  soldiers,  employed 
in  the  construction  and  repairs  of  military  roads, 
ten  thousand  dollars  ;**  it  was  determined  in  the 
amtive^yeas  18,  nay  18,  as  follows : 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsibonr,  Daggett,  Eaton,  Eppes, 
Gaillaid,  Ooldsbofoagb,  Leake,  Macon,  Mellea,  Mor- 
xil.  Palmer,  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Tiche- 
Bor,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  WiUiams  of  Ten- 


Nats — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Diekerson,  Forsyth, 
Fromentin,  Hooter,  Johnson,  Laeock,  Moitow,  Noble, 
Otis,  Rnggles,  Ssnford,  Storer,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tan  Dyke,  and  Wilaon. 

The  Vicn  Pabsiobiit  gare  the  casting  Tote. 
The  following  is  a  sketch  of  the  remarks  with 
which  he  prefaced  his  vote  on  this  occasion : 

If  the  clause  proposed  to  be  ezpnoged  embraced 
the  Constitutional  qneation  which  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Committee,  I 
should  deem  this  decision  of  great  responsibility 
and  importance.  But  I  do  not  perceive  that  this, 
or  any  other  Constitutional  principle,  is  involyeo 
in  the  clause  under  consideration.  It  imparts  no 
new  powers,  nor  gives  any  dtfinite  directions  to 
the  Executive  Department  of  the  Qovernment. 
with  regard  to  fatigue  duty  of  the  army  or  mili- 
tary roads;  but  merely  appropriates  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  nay  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 

Srivates  or  the  army  for  that  portion  of  their  la- 
or  which  may  be  performed  on  military  roads 
in  1819.  The  proper  department  will,  of  course, 
be  governed  in  the  expenditure  of  that  sum  by  a 
just  construction  of  the  clause  with  reference  to 
the  objects  of  the  bill  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  to  the  provisions  of  previously 
existing  laws. 

Bven  if  the  opinion  were  tenable,  that  no  an- 
tecedent laws  have  vested  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  a  discretion  of  devoting  a  part 
of  the  fatigue  duty  of  the  army,  or  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  Cluartermaster's  department,  to  the 
formation  or  repair  of  military  roads,  this  clause 
would  be  unobjectionable  and  harmless ;  because 
no  lawful  application  of  the  money  granted  by  it 
could  take  place  until  further  legislative  provis- 
ion should  be  made  on  the  subject. 

Without  insisting  on  the  Constitutional  prero- 
gatives of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  or 
upon  the  express  powers  to  make  public  r<Ntds 
through  Indian  territory  and  elsewhere,  frequent- 
ly granted  by  Congress,  the  Legislature  of  the 
nation  has  repeatedly  conferred  the  authority  of 
applying  the  labor  of  the  Army  and  general  ap- 
propriations to  the  objects  contemplated  in  this 


aectioD ;  for,  when  they  give  to  the  BxeeatiTe 
plenary  powers  to  effect  any  certain  and  Itgtk 
public  object,  the  right  to  employ  all  lawful 
means  to  accomplish  that  object  is  necessarilf 
implied  and  conferred.  Thos  the  law  which  eii> 
joins  on  the  President  the  erection  of  fortifica- 
tions, impltea  and  comprehends  the  right  to  pro* 
cnre  the  title  and  jurisdiction  of  eligible  aites;  to 
build  wharves,  bridges,  and  edifices ;  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  waters,  and  to  open  or  repair 
the  roads,  indispensable  to  the  occupation  of 
those  sites,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persona 
employed  in  the  works,  and  for  the  conveyance 
and  landing  of  materials  to  constmct,  mnnitions 
to  equip,  of  troops  to  garrisoni  and  of  provisions 
to  supply  those  tortifications.  Roads  of  this  de- 
scription are  military  roads,  within  the  purview 
of  tbe  bill  before  the  committee.  In  like  manner, 
under  the  laws  which  impose  on  the  fixecotive 
the  duty  of  guarding  and  securing  our  remote 
frontier,  when  it  becomes  indispensable  to  that 
end  to  occupy  posts  on  Indian  tracts,  or  beyond 
inhabited  territory,  the  right  to  open  and  make 
roads  of  access  to  such  posts  is  clearly  implied 
and  granted.  These,  also,  may  be  denominated 
military  roads,  on  which  this  appropriation  may, 
with  proprietv,  be  expended.  In  various  other 
instances  similar  powers  are  incidental  to,  and 
comprehended  in,  general  provisiona.  In  this 
community  none  other  can  be  tolerated,  at  the 
present  time,  as  military  roads,  than  such  as  may 
be  made  by  the  Army,  and  are  indispensable  to 
tbe  accomplishment  of  some  present  miliury 
object,  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  already  enacted.  In  pursuance  of  this  ex- 
position, without  any  express  provision  for  tbe 
purpose,  a  part  of  the  labor  of  the  Army,  and  of 
the  general  appropriation  for  the  Quartermaster^ 
department,  have  been  judiciously,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  legally,  devoted,  for  a  number  of  years 
past,  to  the  construction  and  repair  of  roads  of 
this  description.  To  such  roads,  and  to  such  ooly, 
the  Executive,  on  a  sound  and  legal  constructioa 
of  the  section,  notwithstanding  ila  departure,  in 
phraseology,  from  the  grants  of  money  heretofore 
made  for,  and  applied  to,  the  same  purposes,  will 
be  restricted  in  the  application  of  this  appropria- 
tion. If  that  be  conceded  to  be  the  extent  or  the 
import  of  tbe  clause  before  us^  there  can  be  no 
solid  objection  to  iu  retention  in  tbe  bill ;  and  I 
therefore  request  the  Secretary  to  take  my  de- 
cision, of  the  motion  to  strike  out,  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  ou  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  appropriations  for  tbe  aupport  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819,** 
reported  tbe  same  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Stokbs,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  aod  Post  Roads,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  biil  to  repeal  part  ot  an  act 
passed  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1813,  entitled 
*'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the 
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Post   Qflice  Bstmbliabmcnt ;"  aod  the  bill  was 
read,  aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  eo titled  '^Aq  act  makioff  provision 
for  the  claim  of  M.  Poirey,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  ^Anact  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  ^Aa  act  to  authorize  and  empower 
the  President  aod  Managers  of  tbe  Washington 
Tarnpike  Company,  of  the  State  of  MaryUnd, 
when  organized,  to  extend  and  make  their  torn* 
pike  road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia*  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof,' "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  allowing  farther  time 
to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  provision  for 
the  claim  of  M.  de  Vienna,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  the 
act  entitl^  'An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory 
of  Missouri,' "  was  read  the  second  tiipe,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdan, 
brothers,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirminff  tbe  claim  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia^  pray- 
ing amendments  to  the  act  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  aod  referred  to  the  commit* 
tee  appointed  on  the  15ih  of  last  month,  on  that 
subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  . 

Mr.  KoBSRTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  sabject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogan ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  made  a  leport,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read* 

Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  petition  of  Otho 
Stephens,  of  Vermont,  praying  a  pension  \  and 
also  tbe  jietition  of  Experians  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
praying  for  a  pension;  and  the  petitions  were 
severally  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Benjamin  Pool,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Societjr  of  Charleston;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODGH,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  Diauict  of  Coinmbia,  to  whom  was  referred 


tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch 
of  tne  Potomac,  from  the  southern  termination 
of  Eleventh  street  east,  in  the  city  of  Washings 
ton,"  reported  thesame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MoRBOW  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Cooper,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  an 
erroneous  entry  of  a  certain  quarter  section  of 
land,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read* 

The  Senate  resnmecl  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  4»laiiDs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick^ 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  tha 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  prompt  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  authorizing  tbe  Postmaater  General  to 
contract,  as  in  other  cases,  for  carrying  the  mail 
in  steamboats  between  New  Orleans,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Maoon  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retoktd,  That  the  Committee  of  Glaims  bo  in- 
strocted  to  inquire  into  the  szpedieaey  of  reporting  a 
bUi  10  provide  for  the  osyment  of  slaves  impressed  into 
the  public  service,  and  lost  in  the  said  service* 

Mr.  DicKBBsoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  tbe  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  tha 
same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed^  Thst  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  procure  and  cause  to  be  printed  — ^-  copies 
of  the  docoments  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  subject 
of  the  National  Bank ;  provided  the  same  can  be  pio- 
cnred  at  the  usual  rate  of  allowance  for  printing  suii- 
Isr  documents. 

Mr.  Edwaros  presented  the  petitipn  of  John 
Hay  aod  others,  citizens  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  tiile  in  fee 
simple  estate  of  certain  land  laid  off  as  a  common 
of  said  village,  whereon  a  town  has  been  laid  of^ 
named  ^Mllinois  City;"  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  QoLDaBOBODQR,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Davis,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Wbole,  the  eonsiileraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ad 
act  mtkiog  a)>propriatioD8  for  the  military  ser- 
Tice  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819;"  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Prb8I])eiit 
reported  it  to  the  House  aceordinffiy;  and  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in^  tney  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Eppbo,  from  the  Committee  oo  Finance, 
communicated  sundry  estimates  of  moneys  re- 
quired for  the  expenses  of  the  War  Department 
and  military  serTice  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1819;  which  were  read. 

PETITION  or  JACOB  PURKHILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  PurkhiU. 

Mr.  Crittenden  proposed  the  following  as  an 
amendment : 

Ruohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  granted,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  his  reliefl 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macoii,  to  substitute  the 
following  for  the  latter  clause  thereof,  '*  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  slaves  lost  to  their  owners,  by  being  im- 
Sressed  into  the  military  service  of  the  iHiitea 
Itatee,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negaiive— yeas 
Z3inay8a2»aefollD«ft: 

YiAi  Measrs*  Bppes,  Fottyth*  Froaentlni  John- 
eon,  Laoook,  Macoo,  JRoberte,  Rnggle%  8adth,  8lekes, 
Tait,  and  WlUiaina  of  Mimsni^i. 

NAxa— Mesne.  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Dickr 
eisooy  Eaton,  Edwards,  Goldsborongh,  Hunter,  Leake, 
Hellen,  Monil,  Otis,  Palmer,  Sanford,  Storer,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of 
Tennessee^  and  Wilson. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  CaiTTflNDfiii's 
I>roposition,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma* 
tive^yeas  24,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

YaAS— MesHM.  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Eaten*  Ed- 
wards, Eppes,  Forqrth,  Fromentin,  GaUlavd,  Qoldsbe- 
lought  JobnsoQt  Leaket  liacon,  MeUen,  Otis,  Palmer* 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tayhir,  Thomas,  Van 
Dyke,  WiUiams  of  Mississippi,  and  WiUiama  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  BurriU,  Dickerson,  Hunter,  Laeock, 
Morril,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Smith,  Storer,  Tldxenor,  and 
Wilson. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  granted,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNDAT,  January  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  for  the  government 
of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  Also, 
how  many  cadets  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Academy ;  the  term  of  the  residence  of  each  cadet 


at  that  insiitutioB ;  aad  how  aaany  of  them  have 
been  appointed  officers  in  the  Army  and  X^rj  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  QoLDBBoaouGB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  concernii^  the  heirs  aad  legatees  of 
Thomas  Turner,  deceased,"  reported  tne  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  GoLDSBononGB,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Sew- 
all,  maade  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reaoiatioa 
that  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLBOH  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in 
the  city  of  Trenton,  and  State  of  new  Jeneyj 
praying  amendments  to  the  acts  prohibiting^  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  Staiea;  aad 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mitiee  appointed  on  the  15tb  of  last  month,  on 
the  anbject  of  the  sbive  trade. 

Mr.  RuoQLES  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Betohed,  That  the  Coounittee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  district  court  within 
the  Territoiy  of  Midiigan. 

Mr.  RoBsaTs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration :. 

Eiiohfed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiaaiybe, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  4ie 
expedient  of  placing  all  cnminal  jproeecniions  and 
smts  in  which  ttie  United  States  shaft  be  a  par^r,  and 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  who  commence  such 
suits  and  prosecutions^  under  the  superviaion  and 
direction  of  the  Attorney  General ;  and  whether  it  be 
expedient  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  Assist- 
ant  Attorney  General,  who  shall  perform  the  dntiss 
of  District  Attorney,  and  such  other  dntiee  aa  me^  be 
sssigned  him  by  law. 

Mr.  GAiLLAan  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
tngraham,  and  others,  praying  to  be  exonerated 
from  the  payment  or  interest  on  a  balance  doe 
the  Government,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coat 
mittee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Post- 
master General  to  contract,  as  in  other  cases,  for 
carrying  the  mail  in  steamboats,  between  New 
Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louistanai  and  Louis- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Kentucky,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  was  read  the  second  time^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogan  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bOl  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  1813,  entiUed 
"An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  regulaciag  the 
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Post  Office  Bscmblwhment;^  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading^. 

The  bill  eo titled  ''Ao  act  makiog  proyision 
for  the  claim  of  M.  Poirey,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  ihe  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  and  empower 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Washington 
Tarnpike  Company,  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland, 
when  organized,  to  eilend  and  make  their  turn- 
pike road  to  or  irom  Gkorgetown.  in  the  District 
of  Colombia,  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof,'  "was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  allowing  farther  time 
to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  making  provision  for 
the  claim  of  M.  de  Vienne,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  explanatory  of  the 
act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory 
of  Misaoori,' "  was  read  the  second  titfie,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdan, 
brothers,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirmins  the  claim  of  Alexander 
Macomb  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia|  pray- 
ing amendments  to  the  act  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit* 
tee  appointed  on  the  15ih  of  last  month,  on  that 
anbjecc,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  . 

Mr.  HOBBRTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogan ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  made  a  ie|>ort,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read* 

Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  petition  of  Otho 
Stephens,  of  Vermont,  praying  a  pension  ;  and 
also  the  petition  of  Experians  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
praying  for  a  pension;  and  the  petitions  were 
severally  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MoBRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Pool,"  reported  the 
same  withoot  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  Ttferred  the  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Charleston ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  GoLnsBOROUQB,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colambia,  to  whom  was  referred 


the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch 
of  the  Potomac,  from  the  southern  terroinatioii 
of  Eleventh  street  east,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton," reported  theiame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  pietition  of  Jacob 
Cooper,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  an 
erroneous  entry  of  a  certain  quarter  section  of 
land,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read* 

The  Senate  resumea  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  4»laiiDs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick  ^ 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitlal 
"  An  act  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
contract,  as  in  other  cases,  for  carrying  the  mail 
in  steamboats  between  New  Orleans,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky s"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  seo* 
ond  reading. 

Mr.  Maoon  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
strocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bili  10  provide  for  the  payment  of  slaves  imprsased  into 
the  public  service,  and  lost  in  the  said  service. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  procore  and  caose  to  be  printed  — ^-  eopiea 
of  the  documents  scoompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  on  the  subject 
of  the  National  Bank ;  provided  the  same  can  be  pro- 
cured at  the  osoal  rate  of  allowance  for  printing  simi- 
lar docomenti. 

Mr.  Edwabds  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Hay  and  others,  citizens  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  liile  in  fee 
simple  estate  of  certain  land  laid  off  as  a  common 
of  said  village,  whereon  a  town  has  been  laid  of^ 
named  ^^  Illinois  City  ;*'  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORODQB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Davis,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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•Bj  tltention  of,  or  additioii  to,  the  ad  poMOd  on  the 
18tb  of  Jenoary,  1816,  eatitM  ''An  ad  to  pro^e  ad- 
ditiosal  reTennea  for  defraTing  ezpenaea  of  Gotvem- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  bj  \myfing  a 
diiect  tax  upon  the  Untied  Statea,  and  to  provide  for 
■wirtiing  and  eoUeding  the  lame. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Poblie 
Lmnde,  to  whom  the  aubject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  respecting  the  location  of  certain 
•ectioDs  of  land  to  be  granted  for  the  Seat  of 
GoTernment.  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Bell, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolation,  that 
the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resolation  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  N. 
Perry  and  Mark  Barnetc,  made  a  repKirt,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolation,  that  the  petitioners  hare 
leaye  to  withdraw  their  petition.  The  report 
and  resolation  were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Brady,  of  Pennsyirania,  praying  the  renewal  of 
two  warrants  for  Revolutionary  bounty  lands, 
stated  to  hare  been  deposited  by  his  order,  in  the 
Land  Office,  and  which  cannot  now  be  found ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bppes,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  prepare  and 
report  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  and 
otner  allowances  made  to  officers  and  soldiers 
employed  on  fatigue  duty. 

EXPORTATION  OF  DOMESTIC  COINS. 

Mr.  Talrot,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by 
law  the  exportation  of  the  gold,  silver,  and  cop- 
per coins  of  the  United  Butes,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  read : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolation  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting by  law  the  exportation  of  the  gold,  silTer,  and 
eopper  coins  of  the  United  States,  report : 

That,  the  measure  contemplated  in  the  resolation 
intimately  connecting  itself  with  the  fiscal  concema  of 
the  nation,  the  committee,  throogh  their  chairman, 
addressed  a  note  to  the  filecretaiy  of  the  Treasniy, 
leqoesting  his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  adopting 
measares  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  in  contem- 
plation, from  whom  th^  received  in  reply  a  commnni- 
cation,  which  accompanies  this  report,  with  the  argu- 
uenti  and  opinions  expressed  in  which,  thoscL  of  your 
committee  sabttantially  correipond. 

Of  the  inefficiency,  if  not  entire  impotence  of  le^s- 
Utire  proTiiions  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  precions 
metals  beyond  the  territoriid  limiUi  of  the  Government, 
the  histoiy  of  all  countries  in  which  the  power  of  le- 
gislation has  been  thas exercised,  bears  testimony.  And, 
if  all  the  efforts  of  arbitrary  power  in  despotic  Qov- 
•mments,  if  regoiations  dictated  by  Uie  most  cantlons 
and  jealous  poUcy,  guarded  by  penalties  and  punish- 
ments the  most  cruel  and  sanguinaiy,  and  enforced 
with  a  rigor  which  knows  no  mitigation,  have  been  in 


vain,  what  hope  can  be  indulged  that  a  Govemmnt 
like  ours— the  genius  and  spirit  of  which  broathes 
mildness  and  moderatiott— a  oonntry  In  which  ctimI 
and  nnusual  punishments  are  unknown-— eould  finl 
the  means  of  obtaining,  by  this  mild  spirit  of  legiata- 
tion,  this  desirable  end  t  Indeed,  no  error  seems  mon 
entirely  renounced  and  exploded,  if  not  by  the  prse- 
tice  of  all  nations,  at  least  in  the  disquisitions  of  politi- 
cal economists,  than  that  which  supposed  that  an  ao- 
cumulation  of  the  predous  metals  could  be  produced 
in  the  dominions  of  one  sovereign  by  regulations  pro- 
hibiting their  exporUtion  to  those  of  any  other.  The 
evils  resulting  to  the  community  from  a  scarcity,  or 
too  smsll  a  portion  of  the  precious  metals,  9eem  to 
your  committee  to  be  too  deeply  seated  to  yield  to  any 
remedies  within  the  competency  of  legidation  to  affind. 
It  is  a  malady  which  admits  of  no  cure  but  that  «f 
time,  patient  industry,  and  penevering  economy.  As 
long  as  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  so  long  wil 
a  constant  efflux  of  the  precious  metals  he  rcqniied  Ibr 
the  diMharge  of  audi  bdance. 

From  this  axiom  in  commerce,  the  oorreetBeas  rf 
which,  it  is  believed,  never  was  questioned,  it  Ibllows 
that  it  remaina  vrith  the  people  themsehaa  to  adjuit 
this  bslance,  and  to  ptoduce  a  preponderanee  in  lavor 
of  our  own  country.  Highly  favored  as  they  are  bf 
the  bounty  of  Providence ;  blened  with  a  countiy  of 
unparalValed  fertility ;  with  soil,  climate^  and  sitnatioa 
almost  infinitely  diversified ;  wUh  capadtieB  of  rivil- 
ling  every  quarter  of  the  globe  in  the  agricultural  pio- 
ductions,  as  well  as  in  the  perfection  of  their  mann- 
fsctures,  raw  materials  for  which  are  ao  abundantly 
iurnished  them  within  the  boeom  of  their  own  countey ; 
aided  by  a  moderate  and  wise  economy  in  a  limited 
enjoyment  of  foreign  luxuries — ^with  these  advantagei^ 
duly  appreciated  and  fully  improved,  to  what  elevated 
condition  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  may 
they  not  sspire  1  To  the  protection  of  our  domestie 
manufectnres  by  the  imposition  of  duties  on  6>tfiga. 
importations,  the  National  Government  aeemed  to  have 
gone  as  far  as  sound  policy  would  warrant  or  pennit; 
Uie  present  tsriff  having  been  framed  with  a  view  si 
well  of  rauing  the  requisite  supply  of  revmue  for  the 
support  of  Government,  as,  by  the  amount  of  the  dutiaa 
impoeed  on  foreign  articlea  of  manufcoture,  to  enshle 
our  own  manufocturer  of  similar  articlea  to  meet  the 
importer  of  such  foreign  manufiictnrea,  in  our  own 
market,  on  terms  of  fidr  and  equal  competition. 

Further  than  this,  it  would  seem  to  your  oommitlBab 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Statsa  ought  not  to  go. 
To  commercial  enterprise,  to  the  eagacity  of  thia  daaa 
of  the  communis,  sharpened  by  the  keen  sense  of  in- 
terest, and  enlightened  by  long  expeiienoe,  it  should  hm 
left  to  explore  the  old«  or,  seeking  new  channels  of 
commerce,  find  out  the  most  profitable  marketa  for  the 
productions  of  our  native  and  domestic  industry,  and 
to  bring  us  in  exchange  such  of  the  productions  of 
foreign  dimstes,  and  of  fordgn  labor,  as  our  dtizens 
are  willing  to  purchase.    In  short,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
your  committee  thst  oommerce  is  slways  destined  to 
flourish  most  where  it  Ib  permitted  to  pursue  its  own 
paths,  marked  out  by  itseff,  embsrrsssed  as  tittle  ss 
possible  by  legislative  regulations  or  restrictions. 

From  these  considerations  your  committee  are  hk- 
duoed  to  reooounend  the  adoption  of  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Buohed,  That  it  ii  not  expedient  fixr  Congieas  to 
adopt  any  regulationa  for  preventing  the  exporUtion  d 
the  gdd,  Bilver,  or  copper  ceina  of  the  United  Stn~ 
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Poet  Oflfee  £sublidimtAt,"  wu  rtad  the  seooiil 
I    time. 

Mr.  flrPBS}  from  tfae  Committee  oo  Pittance, 
to  whom  the  sutgeet  was  referred,  rejported  a  biU 
to  eentiQue  in  force  an  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  (he  gold  coins 
of  Great  Brttaitt^  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces ; 
and  the  bill  wae  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  £ppis,  from  the  same  committee,  commu- 
nicated sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  same 
subject,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  GouwnoaouaH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ed- 
ward MeCarty ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  seeoad  reading. 

Mr.  GoLosBOBOuoH,  from  the  same  caaunttee, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  Jacob  Purkhili ;  aad'tbe  bill  was  read, 
aad  passed  to  the  second  reading* 

The  anendoiems  to  the  biU^  entitled  "An  aet 
making  ap prmiattons  for  the  military  service  of 
the  Uniled  States  for  the  year  1819,"  having 
been  nported  by  the  committee  eorrectly  en- 
groosedy  the  hilt  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  pasaed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliote.  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makin£  appropriations  Ibr  the  support  of  the 
Nary  of  uhe  united  States  A>r  the  year  1819," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  A£nire;  and  the 
amendments  haying  been  agreed  to,  the  Pa£ai- 
DEXfT  reported  the  bill  to  the  Rouse  amended  ac- 
cordingly ;  aad  the  amendments  being  oona nrred 
in.  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time,  aa  amended* 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  eonsidecatioo  of  the 
ttpoH  of  th«  Committee  of  Conuoeree  aad  hfiaa- 
nfacturaa,  to  whom  was  refened  the  memonal  of 
Nidiolaa  Btowa  and  Thomas  P.  Ives,  and  eon- 
enrred  ihemn* 

The  Senate  rcaumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
retemd  the  petition  of  Peter  Laeoate;  aad  in 
eonouirenoe  therewith)  the  petitieaer  had  leave 
to  witiMifaw  his  petition. 

The  Seonte  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
renort  of  theOoeunittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thoipas  I.  Ogdeu ;  and, 
in  conenrrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  witbdmw  his  petition. 

Tfae  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Society  of  Charleston ;  and,  in  concurrence  there* 
witii,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
oQghc  not  to  be  granted^ 

The  Soiate  raaomed  the  eonaideratien  of  the 
motion  of  the  22d  inatu>t^  for  inatmeiing  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reporting  a  bili  to  provide  foft  the  pay- 
ment of  aJaiTO  inapecBscd  iate  the  poblie  service, 
and  lost  in  tkn  said  aerriea;  aad  agreed  thereto. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  ooaeideiation  of  the 
motion  of  the  38d  instant^  for  printing  certain 
documents ;  and  the  same  haviag  been  amended, 
waa  agreed  to  as  follows : 

ISasolved,  That  the  SeereUry  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  procure  and  cause  to  be  printed  five 
hundred  copies  of  the  report  and  of  the  documents 
accompanying  the  report  of  a  committee  of  tht^ 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  subject  of  the 
National  Bank:  Provided,  The  same  can  be  pro- 
cured at  the  usual  rate  of  allowance  for  printing 
similar  documents. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  the  distribution  of  a  sum  of  moaey 
among  the  representatives  of  Commodore  Ed- 
ward Preble,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig 
Syren;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Prsswemt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States; 
aad  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PaasiaaNT 
reported  it  to  the  House  aecordinglv:  and  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in^  the  bill  was  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senau  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Renner  and  Nathan- 
iel H»  Heath,"  together  with  the  amendmiMt  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  Committee  t^Claima;.  and 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pnaa- 
IDBNT  reported  the  Mil  to  the  House  amended 
accordingly;  and  the  amendment  beina  concurred 
in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  more  effsct- 
ually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  aad  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  tfae  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-moirow. 

The  Senate  reeumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eooaidekation  of  the  biU  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  eourts  of  the  United 
Statea,  to  cases  ariaiog  under  the  law  relating  to 
patents;  and  ao  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  pRnetoBNt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House ;  and  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  rehef  of  Sampson  S.  King,"  together 
with  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims;  and  the  amendment  haviuff 
been  agreed  to,  the  PafisiDSiiT  repotted  the  bifi 
to  the  House  amended  accordingly;  and  the 
amendment  being,  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  enffcossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Mbllun  anbmitted  the  following  motioa 
Ibr  oonaideraftiott: 

iteso/oed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  make 
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bgartnca  to  dflnuiid  gpedit  for  the  bank  QotM  whiob 
fyrmtd  the  general  cimiiitHm.  Thjefoibetimace, how- 
ever, could  not  be  ezpeeted  to  oontiniie  after  the  banka 
had  had  time  to  i^golate  their  paper  circolatioa,  ae- 
covding  to  the  quantity  of  apecie  in  their  TanUa.  In 
the  meantiBie  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  aome 
of  the  State  bankay  made  eonaiderable  effinta  to  import 
i^ecie.  The  eiportation  of  it,  during  the  aame  period, 
haa,  it  ia  beUevedt  been  equal,  if  net  gieaftr  than  the 
importation  by  the  banka  and  by  individiiaia.  It  la 
pxeaomed  that  the  banka  wMl  not  eontinoe  their  exer- 
tions to  import  apede,  bat  leave  thai  to  be  efiaeted  by 
the  commercial  interest,  whidi  alone  can  bear  the  ex- 
penae ;  bat  which  will  certainly  not  do  it,  ao  long  aa  it 
ahall  be  done  by  tlkD  banka.  When  the  bmika  como  to 
import,  they  moat  withdraw  their  paper  fiom  cinmla- 
tion  to  a  veiy  great  extent,  or  atop  payiMnL  The 
demand  fi>r  a  drcalating  currency  must  be  made  im- 
periooa  before  it  will  be  imjpoited  to  any  oenaideiahle 
extent  bjr  the  commerdal  urteraat  It  ia  only  when 
gold  and  ailver  shall  form  a  large  proportion  of  the 
eirenlating  medium  of  the  nation  thai  the  canency  can 
be  aaid  to  be  aound.  Sinee  the  reaan^ptioB  of  apeoie 
paymenta,  in  the  Spring  of  1817,  this  haa  not  been  the 
eaae«  What  apecie  there  wee  in  the  eountrr  haa  re« 
mained  in  the  Tanlta  of  the  beaks  until  it  haa  been 
drawn  by  the  brokexa,  to  be  aeld  to  the  esperting  mer- 
chant. It  haa  not  entered  into  the  gaperai  ciieujatjan; 
and  there  ia  juat  Maaan  to  foar  thik  mneh  time  will 
elapee  before  it  does.  What  waatheroraltof  fortiear- 
anoe  in  the  first  instance,  haa  been  eActed  ainee  by 
the  operationa  of  intareat  or  of  foar*  If  speeia  could 
be  freely  drawn  by  the  exporting  merehant  from  dM 
▼anUa  of  die  banks,  at  par,  he  would  not  pay  the  bio- 
kara  eight  or  ten  per  cent.  proRBinm- 

Bank  stock,  «eapaeiafly  in  the  EMtem,  Middle,  aad 
eome  of  the  Wealam  States,  forma  a»  great  a  portkm 
of  the  property  of  the  wealthy  and  influential  dasaea 
of  aodciy,  thsft  the  interest  of  the  banka  ia  that  of  the 
whole  community.  The  exporter  of  specie  has,  there- 
fore, to  dkooae  between  the  hoatility  or  the  eoaamiMty 
and  the  payment  of  a  premium  upon  the  speeie  wtkh 
he  exporte.  There  is  oTea  juat  reaaon  to  apprehend, 
tbatwhere  banka  shall  atop  payment, 4hey  may  be  per^ 
mittad,  by  publie  opinion,  hi  some  parts  of  the  Umon, 
to  eontiniie  to  dieulate  their  netee.  Should  this  ap- 
prehenslen  be  saaliBed,and  the  e?ilAould  be  extended 
ta  diflfareat  eecliBna  of  the  country,  the  enrrehcy  could 
net  foil  to  be  ntlatad  is  an  extreme  degree,  unless  the 
National  or  State  OoTenunenta  ahould  adopt  meaaune 
neceasary  to  rsprsaa  it.  Against  Offis  of  this  nature, 
the  prehihition  of  the  exportation  of  thegold  and  silver 
coins  of  the  United  States  would  foraish  no  raliei: 
If  or  ia  it  conoelTed  that  this  measure  can,  in  any  de- 
gree, sapreas  or  alleviate  the  aufleringa  of  die  oomu- 
ttity,  resuUmg  from  die  exceesive  multipHcadon  of 
banks,  and  oanaequent  inundation  of  bank  paper  which 
it  waa  manifost  could  not  be  converted  into  speeie  at 
the  will  of  the  holder.  If  the  banka  shall  be  oon- 
atrained  by  law,  by  public  opinion,  or  by  a  corract 
knowledge  of  their  mtereat,  to  atop  dieir  discounts 
when  diey  ceaae  to  diaeharge  dieir  notes  in  specie 
when  demended,  and  confine  their  exeitiona  ^du- 
dM^  to  the  ooUaetion  and  payment  of  didr  ddrta,  the 
ofila  which  now  opprssa  sodety  win  be  gradually  di- 
minished, and  the  currency  everywhere  will  become 
equal  to  gold  and  sUver.  But,  during  this  proceas, 
and  after  it  ahall  be  terminated,  preperty  of  every  de- 
ewiptiott  wiU be  gread|y  diminiahed  m  value;  aflde^ 


peeiaify  that  which  ia  fixed  and  penaanaat  in  its  lur 
ture.  In  the  liquidation  of  the  existing  dtkfta,  the  re- 
lation of  debtor  and  creditor  will  be  aenaibly  cfaen^ed 
in  fovor  of  die  latter,  who  will  be  peid  in  money  ef 
greater  intrindc  value  than  was  received  by  the  lormer. 
But  this  is  an  evil  whidi  necessarily  results  from  fltK* 
tuations  in  the  currenqr  of  eveiy  State,  and  cannot  be 
charged  upon  the  Government,  which  in  the  preseut 
case  will  be  most  seriously  affiectad. 

It  is,  however,  oonodved  that  a  paper  correncyi 
founded  upon  a  metallic  basis,  is  mora  liable  to  aadda 
and  vident  fluctuations  than  one  which  is  purely  me- 
tallic In  the  present  state  of  the  predoua  meUk  in 
generd  drculation,  a  metallic  currenqr,  it  is  coiifi- 
dendy  believed,  could  not  be  simultaaeoudy  recomed 
by  tlw  di£forent  Stotea  of  the  dvihaed  world.  We  are 
then  compelled,  under  exiating  dreumatanoes^  to  con- 
tinue a  paper  cunteicy,  founded  upon  a  meUlllft  bads, 
with  all  iti  liability  to  sudden  and  violent  fluctuations, 
aggravated  by  the  circumstance  that  more  than  twenty 
di&rent  aoverdgntiea  daim  and  exerdae  the  right  d 
increasing,  ad  Ubitumj  that  current,  throng  the  in- 
atrumentali^  of  banking  institutions.  Ilieae  cucoju- 
stances,  together  with  the  drain  of  spede  produced  by 
the  East  India  trade,  preaent  the  meet  aariouaobatadet 
to  the  jpreaervation  of  the  currency  at  an  equal  valat 
to  gola  and  silver.  These  dietadca  now  exist  in,  per- 
hapa,  didr  graateat  fiirce.  The  pradacability  of  pre- 
serrin^  the  convertibility  of  bank  notea  into  cun«nt 
apede,  under  drcumstanoes  so  extremely  adverea^  ia  in 
a  foir  oourae  of  experiment.  Whatever  may  be  ths 
result  of  thia  experiment  until  it  is  obtiined»  no  legis- 
lative inteiferenoe  is  conedved  to  be  neeeaaiy,  eaeept 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  obligation  on  the  pert  of  the 
banks  to  disdiarge  their  notes  in  sped%  when  de- 
manded. This  can  be  most  certain(f  efiected  hj  oon- 
ddering  and  punishing,  aa  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  a  bank  to  ctroulate  its  aoiss 
whilst  it  refuses  to  discharge  them  in  apecie^  at  die 
notee  of  other  banka  in  the  aame  dtnation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  air,  very  reapertfiilly,  your 
most  obedient  aervant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFO&0. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Erne, 

Ckmirmmn  CmnmUite  rfFinaneu 


Tuesday^  January  86. 

Mr.  Sahfoud  preaeDied  the  petitittA  of  Wii« 
iiam  Bdgar  and  Alezuiider  Hincoodi,  «f  the  city 
aud  Slate  of  New  York,  atutiag  thnt  ih«y  had  in  the 
your  1787,  pufehnaed  landg  bdongioff  to  tho  Uai* 
ted  States,  to  a  large  aaMaat,  for  which  they  paid 
iato  the  Treaaary  thareef  thirty  fhouaaad  dollars ; 
that  beiag  unable  to  eoiDplete  their  payareut  on 
aeeouat  of  said  porehaae.  the  said  lands  rererted 
to  the  Uaked  States,  and  the  aum  thus  paid  was 
declared  forfeited,  praying  that  this  sam  may  be 
refbnded,  fbr  reasons  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commictee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rees  Hill, 
made  a  report|accompanied  by  a  biU  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rees  Hill ;  and  the  report  and  hili  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLOOM,  from  the  Cosmiuee  of  Claifms, 
to  whom  the  aahjeet  waa  refisrfed,  reported  a  bUi 
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fof  ilie  relief  of  th«  heirs  and  kgal  representaiires 
of  Nicbolfls  Vieelradj  deceaied ;  ana  the  bill  was 
read^  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Raehael 
StUTges,  made  a  rejwrt,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition.  The  report  and  resolaiion 
were  read. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Otho  Ste- 
phens, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resoia- 
tion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  o(  the  petitioner,  ana ,  that  he  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  report  and  resth- 
lution  were  read. 

Mr.  MoBEOw,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
lAodsy  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill|  entitled 
^Ao  act  ailowiB^  further  time  to  eomplele  the 
issuing  and  locating  oi  military  land  waramts,'' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment* 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  regulating 
the  currency  within  the  United  Statea  of  the 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Franee^  Portugal, 
and  SiyaiB,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  nvc 
frsBC  pieces,  was  read  the  seeoad  time. 

The  hill  for  the  benefit  of  Jacob  Purkhill  waa 
read  the  seeood  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the  location  of  certaia  see- 
tioaa  ^  lands  to  be  granted  for  the  seat  of  gov- 
eranieBt  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the^eirs  of  Bdward 
McCttrtf  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Seoale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  CO  authevize  the  payment,  in  certain  cas^,  on 
account  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  have  been 
lost  or  destroyed,"  together  with  the  amendment 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  PinaBoe; 
and  the  aaaeBdoMnt  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
PBBsioBirr  reported  the  bill  to  the  Honseamended 


aeeordittgly ;  and  the  anaendment  being  eoncur 
red  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended* 

Mr.  Stoxbb,  from'the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Pest  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  anthorimng  the  Poatmaster 
OeoeiBl  to  eontraet,  as  in  other  eases,  for  carry- 
iB|r  tlie  mail  in  steamboats  between  New  Orlenaa, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Louisville,  in  the 
SiBte  of  Kentodty/'  reported  the  same  with  an 
ameedment ;  which  was  read. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
a»akiog  appreprintions  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819." 
haviBS  ^^"^^^  reported  by  the  coouBittee  correetly 
eo^rosaed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  ameadiaeBt  to  the  bill,  eutitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daaiel  Renner  and  Nathaniel 
U.  Heath,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correetly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Sampson  B.  King,"  having  bean 


reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed} 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
tribntion  of  a  sum  of  monev  among  the  repre- 
sentatives  of  Commodore  ad  ward  Preble,  and 
the  oflScers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  farther  to  extend  the  judicial  system  . 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  [ 
passed. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cir* 
cuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  cases  arisini^    1 
under  the  law  relating  to  patents,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow.  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe« 
ther  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amendmentaare  neces- 
sary to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ohaagina^  the  compensation  of  receivers  and  regis*^ 
tare  of  the  kod  offices ;"  aod  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBODOB,  fcom  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la  Ronde ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Jk>Bii80H  presented  the  petition  of  Ferdi- 
nand L.  Amelung,  captain  in  the  first  infantry  in 
the  United  Sutes  army,  praying  a  proportion  of 
oertain  prize  money  arising  rrom  seizures  for  vio* 
lattons  of  the  revenue  laws,  in  the  western  parts 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as  stated  in  the  petj* 
tioo;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Jobbboii,  Robbbtb, 
and  BuBBiLL,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
eatitled  "An  act  regolating  the  payments  to  in- 
valid pensioners ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Pbmbe  Stuart  f  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  McCalhi  and  Matthew 
H.  Jouett ;"  and  also  a  resolution  respectfully  re- 
questing the  Senate  to  permit  two  of  its  mem- 
bers to  attend,  as  witnesses,  a  select  committee  of 
the  HoBse ;  in  whieh  bills  aad  resolution  they 
recnest  the  coneorreBee  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  three  biUs  aad  resolutioa  were  read, 
and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideretioB  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  te  esaablish  a  judicial  district  la  VirginiB, 
west  of  the  Alleghaay  mouiitaiB;"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Jttdiciarvi  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  havin^^  been  further 
amended,  the  Pbbbidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
amended  aocordiogiy ;  and  tne  ameadments  being 
concurred  in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Diokbbboh,  the  considem- 
tion  of  the  resolution  propoaing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Blectora  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  RepreseBtatives  ia  the  Oaogresa  of  the 
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United  States,  together  with  the  amendmeiits  re* 
ported  thereto  by  the  select  coiDinUtee,  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WfLLiAMS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Miliury  Affairs,  pursuant  to  instrue- 
tioDs,  reported  a  bill  to  reffulate  the  pay  of  the 
Army  when  employed  on  utigae  daiy ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  prescribing 
the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting,  and  de- 
ciding controversies  between  two  or  more  States, 
together  with  tha  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  further 
eonsideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
tha  order  of  the  day  for,  to*morrow. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairx,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  live  oak  timber 
for  naval  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


WnDiTBsoAT,  January  S7. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiirn.  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Arcbtbsld  B.  Lord,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  revenue  cutter  Boxer, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  peiiiioo. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  communicated  three  acts  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  one  entitled  '*An  act  to 
consolidate  and  extend  the  several  laws  now  in 
force  for  allowing  the  importation  of  certain 
goods  and  merchandise  into,  and  from  certain 
ports  of  the  West  Indies,"  passed  the  87th  Jane, 
1805;  and  one,  entitled  ''An  act  to  allow  British 
plantation  sugar  and  coffee,  imported  into  Ber- 
muda in  British  ships,  to  be  exported  to  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  foreign 
ships  or  vessels;  and  to  permit  articles,  the  pro- 
duction of  the  said  United  States,  to  be  imported 
into  the  said  island  in  foreign  ships  or  vessels,'' 
nassed  the  1st  July,  1812;  and  the  other,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  permit  the  importation  of  certain  arti- 
cles into  His  Majesty's  colonies  or  plantations  in 
the  West  indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  and  also  certain  articles  into  certain 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,"  passed  the  88d  May ; 
and  the  acts  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  regulating  the  pay  of 
Invalid  pensioners,"  was  read  the  seeond  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
PhoBbe  Stuart,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referrtd  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the^relief  of  Rob- 
ert McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  as  to  t&e  expediency  of  making  an  mil- 


ditlonal  allowance  to  the  postmaster  at  Qeorea- 
town,  in  Sussex  county,  in  the  State  of  Dda- 
ware. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la 
Ronde  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  mrmy«  wkea 
employed  on  fatigue  doty,  was  read  the  aecoad 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rees  HUl  wma  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  far  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Nicholas  Yreeland,  was  rm 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  live  oak 
timber  for  naval  pnrpoaes  waa  read  the  second 
time. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repreacata- 
tives,  respectfully  requesting  the  Senate  to  pet- 
mi  t  two  of  its  members  to  attend,  as  wiincases^  a 
select  committee  of  the  House,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  and  considered.    Whereupon, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bubbill, 

Bemihedy  That  the  honorable  Datid  Daoobtt 
and  WiLUAM  Hurtrb,  members  of  the  Senate, 
have  leave  to  attend  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  William  P.  Tan  Neas  and 
Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  to  be  examiaed,  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  said  inquiry,  agreeably  to  t 
re>olution  of  said  House,  paned  on  the  S6tk 
instant,  requesting  that  such  leave  may  be  graaied. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Coinmittee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Ghiddard, 
and  others,  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadae, 
and  her  cargo;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree 
there.to,  it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmatire— 
yeas  32,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

7b AS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Ciittenden*  DiekemMi, 
Baton,  Eppes,  Forsyth,  Fromentin,  CWIIard,  Golds- 
borough,  Johnson,  Laooek,  Leake,  Maooa«  Morril,  Mov* 
raw,  NoUe,  PalBier»  Bobeits,  Roggles,  Santed,  Smith* 
Stokes,  8torw»  Tait,  Talbet,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tkbe* 
nor.  Van  Dyke,  WiUtams  of  Misaiasippi,  Williaass  sf 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson* 

Nais^Msms.  Borrill,  Baggati,  King,  and  Otia. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  prayer  qf  the  pe- 
tition oaght  not  to  be  granted. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  ad 
to  authorize  the  payment,  in  certain  caaca,  on  ac- 
count of  Treas«ary  aotea,  which  have  been  lost 
or  deatroyed,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com* 
mittee,  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  laad  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Yirgioia,  west 
of  the  Alleghany  moantain,"  having  been   rs* , 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed^  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  pasaed* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  prth 
priety  of  piecing  Caleb  Austin  on  the  pension  list; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa  post* 
poned  until  next  Monday  week. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thai 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whott 
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was  referred  the  petttioo  of  TbomM  Arnold; 
•nd  the  fortber  eonsideratioa  thereof  was  post- 
pooed  natil  Mooday  next. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  ComoiUtee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Se trail ;  and  in 
eoneurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  onght  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  TAiTcave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  shonld 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  purchase  the  lands 
reserved  bjr  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to 
certain  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  Indians  of  the 
Creek  nation. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inouire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  estab- 
lisJinent  of  a  district  court  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


Tbubsdat,  January  28. 

Mr.  Qoldbbobodgb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Jervey ;" 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  provision  for 
the  claim  of  M.  Poirey ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  provision  for  the  claim  of  M.  de 
Vieone,"  reported  the  same  respectively  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Q01.D8BOBODOB,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Qa* 
faf  iei  Qodfroy,  of  the  Michigan  Territory  made  a 
report,  aeeompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Gbbriei  Qodfror  ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Tait  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a' bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase  the 
lands  reserved  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1817, 
to  certaia  chiefs,  warriori^  or  other  Indians  of  the 
Creek  nation ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  B0BBBT8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bli  Hart, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
a  biJi  be  reported  allowing  to  the  petitioner  the 
appraised  value  of  his  buildings.  The  report  and 
resoiutiott  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  itthabitanu  of  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  amend* 
meats  to  the  acta  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  the  United  States;  and  the  petition 
wsis  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ou  the 
snbjeet  01  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  RoaiBTs  also  presented  the  petition  of  a 
nomber  of  inhabitants  of  Chester  county,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  establishment 
of  eerta/a  post  offices  and  post  roads ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
oo  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cornelia 
Bchooomakcr,  widow  aUd  administratriz,  and 


Peter  Marius  Qreen,  administntor  of  Zachariah 
Schoon maker,  deceased,  late  paymaster  of  th« 
2d  regiment  of  United  States  volunteer  artillery, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Pbbbidsnt  communicated  the  credentials 
of  Waltbb  Lowbib,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next ;  and  they  were  read,  and 
laid  on  file. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  35th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  all  criminal  prosecutions^ 
in  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party,  un-» 
der  the  direction  of  the  Attornejr  Gkneral,  and 
whether  it  be  expedient  to  provide  for  the  ap* 
pointment  of  an  Assistant  Attorney  General; 
and  agreed  theralo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considention  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  whether  it  ia 
expedient  to  make  aty  alteration  of,  or  addition 
to,  the  act  passed  on  the  18th  of  January,  1815, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  additional  revenuea 
for  defrajring  the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direet 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
assessing  and  collecting  the  same ;"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26(h  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
certain  post  route  ^  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  proposing  to  apaend  the  Constitution^ 
M)  far  as  to  produce  an  uniform  mode  of  electing 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress, together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

[The amendments  were:  first,  after  providing 
that  the  districts  shall  be  formed  of  eontiffuons 
territory,  and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an 
equal  number  of  persons  entitled  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  be  represented,  to  insert,  ^^or  of  persons 
qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  nn« 
merous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature."  Sec- 
ond, to  add  at  the  end  of  the  section  the  follow- 
ing: ^*And  if  the  Legislature  of  any  State  shall 
fatl  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives, as  hereby  required.  Congress  shall  hare 
power  to  provide  for  the  same  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  this  article.''] 

After  some  discussidn.  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to,) and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Daogbtt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  William  Prout,  reported  a  bill  to  an*- 
thorize  William  Prout  to  institute  a  bill  in 
equity  before  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  agaiaat   the  Superinteadeot  of  ihe 
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Buldings,  aad  to  diteot  a  defoace  thereia ; 
aad  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasted  to  the  seeoad 
reading;. 

Mr.  GoLnsBOBOUOB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  the  snbjeet  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblte 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  designate  the  boandaries 
of  districts,  and  establish  land  oflices  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  I>a?id 
Henle||rj  made  a  report,  accompanied  bjr  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  David  Henley ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  t& 
tenort  of  the  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  WiUiam  N. 
Perry,  and  Mark  Barnett;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  petitioners  bad  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reoort  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Bell ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Qaillabd  in  the  chair,  the  consid* 
eration  of  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States;  and. after  making  some  amend- 
ments thereto,  whicn  were  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate,  the  bill  vras  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Macon  in  the  chair,  the  bill  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting, 
and  settling  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  ibe  Senate  adjourned. 

Fbiday,  January  29. 

Mr,  Lacoob,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
siofls,  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  Peter 
Francisco,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  re« 
salntion  that  the  eommiuee  be  discharged  from 
the.  further  considecation  of  the  aulrject  The  re- 
port  and  resolution  were  read. 
:  Mr.  Williajmb,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
oaittee  on  Military  Afiairi^  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Mark  and  Cfonant,  of  Detroit,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Goldbbobouob,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tioo  of  Mary  Cassin,  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
payment  of  arrearages  of  ceruin  soldiers'  pay, 
were  di8chai|;ed  ftom  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secreury  of 
War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  S^ate. 
•  Mr.  Eatox,  from  the  committee  appointed  te 


consider  the  subject,  repocled  a  bill  rcspeeciBg  the 
transportation  of  persona  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to 
be  held  to  labor ;  and  the  bill  wasread.  aad  paated 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eppbb,  from  the  Committee  on  Fiaanee,  tc 
whom  was  refened  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  sqd- 
plemeatary  to  the  act,  eatitled  'An  act  t»  provide 
for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  aceoaiits,^ 


re- 


ported the  sanae  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eppbb,  the  Comeaittee  oa 
Finance,  who  were  instrnoted,  by  a  reBolotioa  of 
the  Senate,  to  in<|aire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
altering  the  amoant  of  compensatioBs  to  certain 
collectors  of  the  customs  as  shall  make  Che  same 
more  commensurate  with  the  duties  reqtaired  of 
them,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  snbjecL 

The  bill  authorixing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  purchase  Jaads  reservod  by  the  aet 
of  the  third  of  March,  1817,  to  certaia  ohiels. 
warriors,  or  other  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  reltef  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  biU  to  authoriBe  William  Proat  to  insti» 
tote  a.  bill  ia  eqnity  before  the  circuit  cowrt  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  against  the  Sapcrtnten- 
dent  of  the  Pnblic  Buildings,  and  to  direct  a  de- 
fence therein,  waa  read  the  second  timo. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Foid  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  David  Henley  was 
read  the  seooad  time. 

Mr.  TicBBHOR  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  hill  providiag  for  the  better  orgaaiza- 
tioB  of  the  Treasury  fiepartmeat,  mad  ike  bill 
was  read  twice,  h^  uaanimoue  consent,  aad  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

CONTROVSRSIES  BETWEEN  STATES. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  picaehbing 
the  mode  of  commencing,  prosecuting,  aad  deci- 
ding controversies  between  two  or  more  States. 

A  nM>tioB  was  naade  to  strike  oat  the  words, 
in  the  first  seetioa,  ^  or  any  other  BMlter  proper 
to  be  decided  ia  a  judicaal  way." 

Mr.  Talbot  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  gene- 
rally, while  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  ameadmeai^ 
to  obviate  the  objections  of  some  gantlamen  to  i 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CaiTTBitnBH  gave  into  the  niaendment 
from  the  same  motive  as  his  coUeagae,  and  wasi 
willing  the  bill  shoald  be  coafiaed  to  coatiovee*! 
sies  respecting  territorial  liauta.  ' 

Mr.  WiLLiAiia,  of  Tenaeesee,  thooght  the  bill 
unnecessary,  in  nny  respect,as  the  diepnte  betwecBj 
the  States  of  Tennessee  aad  Kentacfcy  reapeetiM 
limiu  could  be  settled  without  it ;  hut  he  ehoaU 
be  much  less  opposed  to  the  hiU  if  this  amend<> 
ment  took  place.  i 

Mr.  Fbombntih  was  opposed  to  the  ameadH 
ment.  He  thought  the  CoastituttOBal  provisioa 
oa  the  subject  was  meaat  to  embrace  all  control 
versies  betsvaen  States,  as  well  as  those  rolatiM 
tobonadary.  Ho  thought  ii  the  duty  of  Coograi 
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o  |»ass  the  law;  aod  he  did  not  believe  a0y  diffi- 
culty would  arise  in  carryiDg  it  into  effect.  He 
nrisbed  tbe  proyisioos  or  the  bill  as  geoerai  as 
>os5ible,  with  a  view  to  prevent  all  quarrels  and 
ipplications  of  force  to  redress  real  or  supposed 
njttiies. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to* 

Mr.  Bppes  declared  himself  hostile  to  the  bill, 
&nd  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitelv.  He  be- 
lieved this  bill  could  only  be*  executed  oy  military 
force.  The  principles  he  contended  for  were 
Etbly  supported  ia  the  work  entitled  "  The  Feder- 
alist." lie  would  rather,  had  a  motion  to  strike 
30t  the  first  section  been  in  order,  that  the  ques- 
tion should  have  been  taken  directly  on  the  mer- 
its of  the  billy  to  decide  whether  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  had  lain  inactive  for  thirty 
years,  shoula  now  be  called  into  action.  Con- 
gress had  shrank  from  the  exercise  of  the  power 
to  district  the  States;  and  he  thought  this  bill 
much  more  dangerous,  and  likely  to  produce  dis- 
turbance, than  that.  The  power  to  suspend  the 
hahtoM  cot|nM act  had  never  been  exercised.  This 
wise  course  ought  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  pres- 
ent case.  This  bill  was  calculated  to  increase 
discontent  and  sospicion.  Mr.  E.  here  read  an 
extract  from  the  Federalist,  page  93,  late  edition, 
corroborating  his  idea,  that  a  decree  against  a  sov- 
ereign State  could  not  be  enforced  but  by  the 
sword.  The  power  of  the  Federal  Court,  said 
Mr.  E.,  to  try  suits  between  an  individual  and  a 
State  has  been  expunged.  With  a  few  more  ob- 
servations, Mr.  E.  submitted  the  motion  he  had 
made. 

Mr.  Cbittehdbn  said,  the  same  course  had 
been  pursued  at  the  last  session  as  was  now  pro- 
posed, and  if  this  motion  now  prevailed,  it  must 
be  considered  as  a  rejection  of  the  bilL  The  State 
of  Kentucky  had  addressed  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress in  favor  of  such  a  measure  as  was  proposed 
by  the  bill,  and  he  deemed  it  a  duty  to  submit 
the  reasons  which  occurred  to  him  in  support  of 
it.    Under  the  Constitution,  power  was  given  to 
Congress  to  make  the  provisions  contemplated 
by  this  bill.   Why  tremble  at  the  exercise  of  this 
power  ?    There  must  be  authority  somewhere  to 
settle  disputes  between  States;  and  where  would 
it  be  lodged  so  safely  as  in  the  national  Judiciary? 
He  believed  no  ground  of  alarm  or  apprehevion 
existed.   The  greatest  and  proudest  States  in  the* 
Union  would  cheerfully  submit  to  the  decision  of 
that  frtbonal  any  litigation  between  theip.    The 
States  would  be  so^  by  their  consent^  as  they 
had  given  their  conseqt  to  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  authorizing  this  law;   and   they 
could  not,  therefore,  coiaplain  of  any  violation 
of  their  sovereignty  or  independenoe.    He  said, 
he  deemed  it  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our 
Union,  that  this  power  should  have  been  given, 
and   that  it  should  be  exercised.    The  very  au- 
thor which  the  gentleman  had  quoted  supported 
this  provision  in  the  Constitution,  bv  example 
and  reason.    The  objections  came  trom  those 
States  likely  to  be  made  defendants  under  this 
act,  and  from  the  great  and  powerful  State  of 
Virginia.    This  provision  was  meant  to  protect 
15th  Con.  dd  Sx8s«~7 


the  small  States  against  the  large.  And  have 
we  come  to  this,  that  the  large  and  proud  States 
shall  threaten  resistance  to  a  Constitutional  law  1 
He  hoped  such  threats  would  not  terrify  us  into 
an  abandonment  of  this  power.  He  appreciated 
the  high  and  honorable  motives  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia ;  but  he  thought  his  appreheosioBa 
unfounded  and  visionary.  He  believed  the  judff« 
ment  of  the  Supeme  Court,  as  now  limited, 
would  execute  itself  silently  and  effectually. 
There  was  no  danger  of  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing military  force.  The  States  could  not  settle 
their  disputes  amicably  themselves,  without  the 
mediation  of  a  disinterested  tribunal.  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  had  ail  but  come  to  open  warj 
on  a  territorial  difference.  Was  this  the  mtavUet 
in  modo  which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  tettling 
boundaries  ?  And  such  a  dispote  would  not  now 
be  settled  so  easily  between  those  potent  States. 
Suppose  Kentucky  should  give  up  its  claim  ra- 
ther than  come  to  open  war,  would  it  be  right 
for  the  General  Gorernment  to  see  her  stripped 
of  her  righu?  She  had  no  alternative  bat  to  do 
this,  or  appeal  to  the  sword.  Would  it  be  just  ot 
raaffnanimous  to  refuse  to  exercise  this  power, 
and  thus  permit  such  wrongs  to  be  done?  Though 
proud  of  his  State  and  of  her  character,  he  should 
not  deem  her  disgraced  by  being  made  a  defend* 
ant  under  this  law,  or  by  submitting  to  the  de» 
cision  of  the  Supreme  Couit.  He  wished  such 
a  high  tribunal  could  be  erected  to  settle  all  dis» 
potes  between  nations,  and  oblige  proud  and  am* 
oitions  nations  to  submit  to  just  and  equiubk 
terms  of  settlement.  And  should  we,  of  one  flesh 
and  blood,  quarrel  among  ourselves,  when  so  eaey 
a  remedy  is  in  our  power?  New  Jersey  has 
her  disputes;  Rhode  Island  has  her  disputes; 
and,  if  they  are  wrong,  is  there  any  honorabk 
gentleman  who  would  not  wish  to  see  them 
righted  1 

Mr.  Otib  did  not  mean,  he  said,  to  attempt  aay 
reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  la  many  of 
his  opinions  he  concurred,  and  almost  all  his  ob* 
jections  were  obviated  by  the  restrictions  in  the 
bill.  He  thought,  however,  some  further  restrie* 
tions  were  necessary ;  whick  he  pointed  out.  He 
should  not  have  risen,  however,  but  for  doubu 
whether  this  bill  could  oe  constitutionally  passed. 
This  bill  provided  for  a  suit  beina  brought  in  the 
nature  of  a  bill  of  equity.  Heaskea  whether  it  wa* 
competent  for  this  Leaislature  to  exclude  the  trial 
by  iury,  in  eases  alluaed  to  in  the  bill  1  Had  we 
a  right  to  say  that  the  court  alone  should  decide^ 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury  ?  The  provia> 
ion  of  the  Constitution  was  general,  and  applied 
as  well  to  States  as  individuals.  He  thought  the  bill 
also  ought  not  to  operate  on  disputes  which  origi- 
nated wy  or  sixty  years  ago.  Without  a  limita!* 
lion  in  this  case,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill 
He  thouflht  the  bill  ought  to  be  recommitted,  if 
this  motion  should  not  St  carried,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  amendments  he  had  suggested. 

Mr.  £ppfi8  admitted  that  the  right  of  the  Sa* 

preme  Court  to  act  as  provided  in  this  IhU  was 

I  sanctioned  In  another  part  of  the  book  he  had  goo- 

I  ted  I  but  it  w^  there  expressly  laid  down  that  a 
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deeree  eonld  only  be  eiecated  by  the  sword.  We 
had  found,  by  experieDce,  thmt  this  authority  eoold 
not  be  carried  into  effect  without  force ;  and  the 
best  and  safest  course  was  for  States  to  settle  their 
own  disputes.  Between  individuals  judicial  de- 
cisions weuld  be  easily  carried  into  effect,  but 
between  communities  and  independent  States 
they  could  not  but  bv  force. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  made  some  explanations  of  cer- 
tain provisions  of  the  bill,  and  intimated  some 
amendments  which  he  meant  to  propose,  to  obvi- 
ate objections  which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  said,  he  had  an  objection  to  the 
bill,  but  miyht  be  mistaken  in  his  riews,  and,  if 
to,  was  subject  to  correction.  The  bill  was  to 
•ettle  disputes  concerning  territory;  this  could 
not  be  bj  a  suit  in  equity.  These  must  be  settled 
as  questions  of  law.  Does  Kentucky  or  Tennes- 
see own  certain  property?  This  was  certainly 
a  question  of  law.  Further,  the  bill  only  pro- 
Tides  for  amicable  suits  in  equity ;  whereas  he 
believed  the  remedy  ought  to  be  by  a  real  suit  at 
law.  Mr.  M.  made  some  further  observations  in  j 
illustration  of  his  objections.  I 

Mr.  Eaton  thought  it  unnecessary  to  go  into 
thtf  details  of  the  bill,  until  the  question  of  post- 
ponement was  decided.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
trill,  because,  though  the  power  was  vested  in  Con- 
gress it  was  not  prudent  or  expedient  to  exercise 
It.  Had  this  law  existed  during  the  dispute  be- 
tween Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  it  might  not 
faare  been  settled  as  well  as  it  was  by  the  two 
States.  This  law  was  certainlj  intended  to  answer 
a  local  purpose — to  decide  a  dispute  between  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentuckv;  and,  in  its  consequences, 
might  lead  to  heari-ournings  and  outrages.  He 
apprehended,  from  the  number  interested  in  this 
dispute,  serious  contests  would  arise  from  it.  The 
Constitution  had.  he  confessed,  given  the  right ; 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  it  was  wise  or  sate  to 
exercise  it.  Congress  had  prudently  declined,  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  to  exercise  this  power;  and 
he  thought  this  was  a  salutary  and  useful  lesson 
to  us.  He  thought  this  bill  was  calculated  to  pro- 
duce discord  among  the  States ;  but,  by  closing 
your  doors  against  such  disputes^  they  will  be 
amicably  adjusted.  He  thought  it  prudent,  and 
just,  and  proper,  to  refuse  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Talbot  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone 
Would  be  withdrawn,  that  a  direct  vote  miffht  be 
had  upon  the  bill ;  that  Kentucky  might  Itnow 
what  to  rely  on,  and  how  to  act.  He  thought 
this  provision  of  the  Constitution  wise,  and  be- 
nevolent, and  parental;  and  that  it  was  peremp- 
tory, lie  thought  Congress  was  bound  to  pass 
this  law ;  that  no  election  was  given  to  Congress ; 
that  when  a  dispute  has  arisen,  and  Congress 
have  been  called  on  by  a  State  to  exercise  this 
power,  they  were  under  a  moral  obligation  to  pass 
It.  For  many  years  this  controversy  had  existed ; 
all  efforts  to  settle  it  between  themselves  had 
failed ;  and  he  saw  no  hope  of  its  being  adjusted, 
unless  this  bill  passed.  He  looked  forward  with 
fearful  anticipations  of  evil,  unless  the  national 
tribunal  were  authorized  to  decide  the  dispute. 
He  saw  no  resort  but  to  fbree— to  the  8Word*-if 


Congress  did  not  interfere;  and  he  deprecated 
the  defeat  of  this  bill,  as  leading  to  a  serious  con- 
test. He  was  not  afraid  of  any  attempt  to  re- 
sist any  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  any 
State,  however  powerful,  however  proud,  how- 
ever haughty.  He  hoped  the  motion  woald  be 
withdrawn,  and  a  motion  made  to  strike  out  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  Eppeb  said  he  would  have  great  pleasure 
in  complying  with  the  wish  of  his  friend  from 
Kentucky,  but  that  he  thought  the  motion  to 

Rostpone  amounted  to  the  rejection  of  the  bilL 
Ir.  £.  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments  whicb 
had  been  advanced  in  faror  of  the  bilL  Let  tbe 
two  States  alluded  to  settle  their  owa  disputes; 
and  let  us  not,  for  a  single  case,  bring  every  State 
at  the  footstool  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lacook  thought  it  would  be  best  to  give 
the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  in  the  case  im- 
mediately in  question,  and  not  make  the  bill  gen- 
eral in  its  provisions.  He  was  williogto  provide 
for  the  dispute  between  Kentucky  and  Teoaesaee ; 
but  this  bill  was  not  called  for  from  any  other 
portion  of  the  Union.  It  might  revive  old  dis- 
putes, and  create  great  evils.  He  did  not  waat 
to  renew  the  disputes  between  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey,  ana  between  New  Jersey  and  New 
York,  about  Stateo  Island,  the  residence  of  the 
Yice  President.  He  thought  it  much  better  to 
confine  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  single 
object. 

Mr.  Talbot  was  opposed  to  any  limitation  of 
this  sort.  He  thought  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
ought  to  be  general.  Mr.  T.  again  went  into  a 
discussion  of  the  Question  at  large,  and  continued 
speatiog  for  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  read  an  extract 
from  a  law  of  Tennessee,  proposing  to  Kentockf. 
to  apply  to  the  President  of  tne  United  States  to 
appoint  a  commissioner  to  settle  the  booodarj 
line  between  the  two  States;  and  a  law  of  Keo- 
tuckyi  repealing  all  laws  on  the  subject  of  said 
line. 

Mr.  Cbittenden  gave  some  explanation  of 
these  two  acts,  but  deprecated  the  merits  of  this 
particular  case  from  being  brought  into  dis- 
cussion. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  14,  nays  16, 
as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  BarbQur»  Eaton,  £ppss.  King,  La- 
cock,  Macon,  MaUen,  Palmar,  Boberta,  Sanibcd, 
StokiBa,  Tait,  Williama  of  Tannaaaaa,  and  Wilaon. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bunill,  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Didi- 
eraon*  Goldaboroogh,  Horaey ,  Johnaon,  Leake,  Morrow, 
Noble,  Otia,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Williama  of  Musiasippi. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  1. 

Mr.  €K)LDSBOBocrG&,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Pierre  Lacoste,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  t 
resolution  that  the  petitioner  nare  leare  to  witbr 
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draw  bis  pctitioo.  The  report  tod  resolation 
were  re^, 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBouoB,  from  the  tame  eooHnittee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  lo- 
eraham,  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolotioo  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resola- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOOQB,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  the  several  subjects  were  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslande ; 
a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Goerlain;  a  bill 
fot  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Langaille ;  and  also 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil;  and  the 
bills  were  respectively  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Babbodb  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lation : 

Xe§oioed,  hf  the  Senate  and  House  of  BqHrtiinia' 
Hoes  of  ike  VnUed  Statee  ofAmeriea  in  Conptee  as* 
mmb&dt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
leqaested  to  employ  a  siulfiil  artist  to  sscertain  the 
latitude  of  88^  90^  north»  on  the  west  bank  of  Ten- 
nesiee  fiver,  and  from  that  point  to  canie  a  line  to  be 
nin  end  marked  dne  west  along  and  with  the  ssid 
parallel  to  the  MiadMippi  riTer. 

The  reaolotion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Daogbtt  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
G.  Birdsye  and  L>aniel  Booth,  praying  the  relin- 
qoishment  of  the  title  and  interest  of  the  United 
Buies^  acquired  by  the  levy  of  an  execution  on 
certain  lands  purchased  by  the  petitioners,  as 
stated  In  the  Detitlon;  which  was  read,  ana  re- 
ferred to  the  dommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dagbbtt  also  nresented  the  memorial  of 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Middletown,  in 
Che  State  of  Connecticut,  praying  amendments  to 
the  Jaws  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  united  States;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  slave  trade. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Golosborouob.  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  3d  of 
December  last,  respecting  the  suppression  of  cer- 
tain custom-house  officers,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report 

thereon. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  dbc.,  was  taken  up,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burbill,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee  which  reported  it,  for  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  DicKBBaoif,  subsequently,  reported  the  re- 
solution from  the  select  committee^  with  an 
amendment  striking  out  the  following  words, 
which  had  been  heretofore  added^  as  an  ainend- 
ment  to  the  original  resolution,  viz:  "and  if  the 
Legislature  of  any  State  shall  fail  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  Representatives,  as  hereby  required, 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the  same^ 
I  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  article." 
'  Mr.  NoBLA  presented  the  petition  of  a  company 
I  of  rangers  commended  by  James  Biggar,  praying 


further  compensation  for  services  rendered  by  the 
said  companjr,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiurs. 

The  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  dii« 
tricts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons of  color,  for  sale  or  to  be  held  to  labor,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Arnold ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  William  McFarland ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw 
hispetition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  pensions,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Raehael  Stnrges ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw 
her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Otho  Stephens;  and.  in  concurrence 
therewith,  he  had  leave  to  witharaw  his  petition. 

A  messaae  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Ring  and  Luther  Frink:''  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  general  law  on 
the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  exporution 
of  the  gold.  Sliver,  and  copper  coins  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved 
that  it  is  not  expedient  for  Congress  to  adopt  any 
regulations  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  the 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  EU  Hart:  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  a  bill  be  re- 
ported allowing  to  the  petitioner  the  appraised 
value  of  his  buildings.  The  Committee  of  Claims 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  MfiLLEN  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  Wait's  Sute  Papers. 

GONTBOVEltaiES  BBTWEBN  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biU  providing  for  the  commencement,  P'oeecution, 
and  settlement,  of  controversies  between  two  or 
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more  States,  {hf  referrifig  tht m  to  the  inrestiga- 
tion  and  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.) 

Mr.  WiLLiAH8|  of  Tennessee,  offered  an  addi* 
tional  section,  proriding  that  the  validity  of  pri« 
vate  claims  sludi  not  be  affected  by  any  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Coort.  Mr.  W.  omred  sundry 
obsenrations  in  support  of  this  amendment ;  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr*  Talbot,  who  denied  the 
right  or  Congress  to  make  such  a  provision. 

l4r.  Williams  answered,  that  this  principle  had 
been  already  acted  on  by  other  States,  in  similar 
controversies,  viz:  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 
and  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  that  it  was  con- 
sistent with  justice  and  equity. 

Mr.  CBiTTurnnii  foUowea,  with  arguments 
a^ttst  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt  this  pro- 
vision ;  as  it  was  a  question  for  judicial  decnion, 
or  for  legislative  provisions  of  the  contending 
States. 

Mr.  Williams  replied,  and  attempted  to  show 
that  it  was  both  competent  and  expedient  for 
Congress  to  make  the  provision  he  had  proposed. 

Bfr.  .Talbot  again  spoke  against  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  the  incompetency  of  Cod*- 
mee  to  adopt  such  a  provision ;  and  as  the  two 
States  could  more  properly  and  easily  adjust  pri- 
vate claims. 

Mr.  Eatov  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
the  motion  of  his  colleas^e ;  and  adduced  ai^u- 
ments  to  prove  the  constitutionality  and  expedi- 
ency of  the  pro? ision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Williams's 
amendment,  and  lost,  ten  only  rising  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  an 
amendment,  similar  to  the  preceding  in  principle, 
but  varying  as  to  the  time  it  was  to  take  effect. 

This  amendment.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  hoped  would 
not  be  objected  to  oy  the  gentleman  from  SLen- 
tncky. 

Mr.  CBiTTBiinEN  said,  this  amendment  was  of 
the  same  import  as  the  one  just  negatived.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  Senate  would  reject  it,  as 
they  had  done  the  former. 

Mr.  Williams  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion  $ 
and  wss  replied  to  by  Mr.  Talbot. 

The  motion  was  lost,  nine  only  votiog  in  the 
affirmative. 

Sundry  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill; 
when 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
confine  its  operation  to  the  controversy  between 
the  States  of  Eenmeky  and  Tennessee;  and  of- 
fered sundry  reasons  in  support  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL  opposed  the  motion^on  the  ground 
that  if  Congress  had  the  ri^ht  to  legislate  m  this 
case,  they  had  In  all  other  similar  cases ;  and  that 
it  was  better  to  legislate  for  all  cases  at  this  time, 
than  to  legislate  in  detail,  as  cases  may  arise^ 
The  latter  he  deemed  both  unconstitutional  and 
inexpedient. 

Bar.  Eppbs  replted,  that  the  gMitleman's  argu- 
ments, if  they  proved  anything,  proved  too  much ; 
as  he  bfmselfnad  consented  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  the  general  power  given  to  Congress,  to  the 
particular  case  of  disputed  boundaries. 


Mr.  Efpbs's  motion  was  then  carried.  18  to  16. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  bill  to  the  5th  of  March  next,  (reject  it ;) 
which  motion  was  agreed  to  by  the  foilowiog^ 
vote,  and  the  bill  rejected : 

TiAs— Messn.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Eppes,  Forsyth, 
Goldiboroagh,  Kingt  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Roberts, 
Rugglei,  Saiiibrd,  Stokef,  Tsit,  Thomas,  Tichenor, 
Tan  Dyke,  Williams  of  TeanesMS,  sad  Wilson— SO. 

NAve— Messrs.  Buirili;  Crittenden,  Daggett,  Dick- 
erson,  Edwards,  Fromentin,  Honey,  Hunter,  Johnscnit 
Lseock,  Leake,  Morrow,  Noble,  Olii,  Talbot,  Tajfer, 
and  Williams  of  Miansaippi — 17. 


TuEsnAT,  February  2. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  snndrv 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Shel* 

Sr,  prayine  the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at 
aidinsvifle,  Kentucky ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Ell  Hart;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mbllbh  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers ;  and  the 
bill  was  twice  read  by  utianimotts  consent. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciarv,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  O.  Birding 
and  Daniel  Booth ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BnaniLL,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Miliurv  Aibir%  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  or  Mark  and 
Ct>naot ;  and  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  peti- 
tioners had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickbbson,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.DtcKSBSonpresented  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  late  collector  of  the  internal  taxes  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying  relief  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  in  consequence  of  bis 
having  been  robbbed  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
lead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  QoLnsBOBOUGB  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Columbian  Institute,  praying  the  gram  of  a 
part  of  the  public  reservation  of  ground  in  the 
Citv  of  Wasnidgton.  for  purposes  connected  with 
said  institution ;  ana  the  memorial  was  read,aod 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  MoBBOw  presented  the  memorial  of  a  nam* 
bar  of  the  inhabitants  of  Qreen  Bay,  within  the 
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Territorjr  of  Michigan,  prayinff  to  be  coDfirmed 
in  their  titles  to  land;  and  tne  memorial  was 
readj  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands.     * 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGB,  ffom  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Potney,  made  a  report  aecompanted  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Qnfrom  the  same  committee,  to  whom  the 
sabieet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  tke  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Cornelia  Sehoonmaker, 
widow  and  administratrix,  and  Peter  Marias 
Green,  administrator  of  Zachariah  Schoonma- 
ier,  deceased^  late  paymaster  of  the  second  regi- 
ment of  United  States  volunteer  artillery;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Pierre  Lacoete;  and  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Langoille 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Ouerlain 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslimde 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil  wes 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  to  cause  a  certain  line  to  be  run 
and  marked  from  the  Tennessee  river  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi riretf  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  Mr.  Babbodb  in  the  chair,  and  spent 
some  time  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ad- 
justing claims  to  land,  and  establishing  land  of- 
fliceo  in  the  district  east  of  the  island  m  Orlens. 
Before  getting  through  the  bili|  it  was  laid  over 
until  to-morrow* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Wbole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  H.  Clark ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossea  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Forrest ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for.  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  regulate 
the  currency  of  certain  foreign  coins,  was  taken 
up ;  and,  Mr.  fippaa  having  explained  the  mo- 
tives for  certain  provisions  of  the  bill  which 
limits  the  currency  of  foreign  gold  coins  to  the 
first  of  Novembtt  next,  and  continuing  the  ciur« 
rency  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins  for  two  years 
longer,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  election  of  a  oelegate  from 
theMichigan  Territory,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  extending  the  right  of  suffmge 
to  the  citizens  of  said  Territory.''  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  oy  the  Conmul- 
tee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to»  the  PBESinaifT  reported  the  biU 
to  the  House  amended  accordingly;  and  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended.  ^^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidention  of  the  biU,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  and  Manageie  of 
the  RockviUe  and  Washmgton  Turnpike  Road 
Company,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  extead 
and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or  from  the  booa- 
dary  of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  through  the  said  district  to  the  line 
thereof;"  and  no  ameaduMUt  having  been  vade 
thereto,  the  Prbsidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

SICK  SEAMEN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen ;  con- 
stituting a  general  fund  out  of  the  moneys  wbieh 
have  beeUi  or  shall  be,  collected  under  the  several 
acts  on  this  subject,  and  forming  a  board  of  com- 
missioners of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,  for  its  adminis- 
tration. 

The  bill  provides  that,  from  the  thirtieth  of 
September  next,  there  shall  be  required  of  each 
seamen  employed  in  the  registered  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  the  monthly  contribution  of  -^^ 
cents  per  month,  for  the  general  fund. 

Mr.  Sanford  moved  to  fill  this  blank  with 
forty,  and  supported  his  motion  on  the  general 

f  round  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  contri- 
ntion  of  twenty  cents  from  each  seaman,  to  pro- 
vide a  sufficient  fund  for  their  relief  when  sksiT or 
disabled  on  shore  j  and  that,  as  the  principle  of 
creatiuff  the  fund  m  this  manner  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  long  usage,  it  was  proper  to  make  it 
adequate  to  its  object. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  approved  the  object,  but  did  not 
think  it  right  that  the  whole  fund  for  this  purpose 
should  be  raised  by  a  tax  on  the  seamen  them- 
selves ;  that  a  tax  of  forty  cents  a  month  was  a 
very  heavy  poll  tax ;  and  he  thought  the  public 
Treasury  ought  to  contribute  something  towards 
this  funa. 

Mr.  Kino  did  not  view  this  contribution  in  the 
light  of  an  absolute  poll-tax;  the  seamen  would 
receive  a  part  of  it  in  increased  wages  from  his 
owner,  the  owner  from  his  employer,  dbc;  and 
the  payment  of  the  tax  woula  thus,  in  some 
measure,  spread  itself  through  the  community, 
and  not  fall  wholly  on  the  seaman,  although  for 
his  benefit. 

Mr.  Tait  referred  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  stating  the  inadequacy  of  the 

{present  tax  on  the  seamen  to  provide  for  their  re- 
ief,  and  argued  that,  setting  aside  the  considera- 
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tion  that  it  was  for  their  own  benefit,  the  increase 
was  not  unreasonable,  when  the  depreciation  of 
money,  in  twenty  years,  during  which  the  con- 
tribntion  had  remained  UDchan^ed,  was  taken 
into  Tiew;  that,  in  all  probability,  the  subject 
would  not  be  touched  again  for  twenty  years  to 
come. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  forty  cents 
was  agreed  to ;  and,  the  other  provisions  of  the 
bill  having  been  gone  throueh,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


WnDHBflnAT,  February  3. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Do- 
zet  and  Antoine  Bougard.  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josepn  Dozet  and 
Antoine  bougard  ^  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bii  Hart  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  G.  Birding 
and  Daniel  Booth  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBOUGB,  ffom  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Christopher  Fowler,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
cannot  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was 
reibrred  the  petition  of  Henry  Ingraham  and 
others ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolred, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reterred  the  petition  of  Benjam  Putney;  and,  in 
concurrencie  therewith,  resolred,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  as  respects  the  mode  of  electing 
Electors  of  rresident,  dbc.,  was  taken  up ;  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Dili  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Daogett,  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  said  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  regulating 
the  currency  within  the  United  States  of  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  France^  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  fire  franc 
pieces,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clark  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizioff  the  election  of  a  Uelegate  from  the 
Michigan  Territory,  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
the  citizens  of  said  Territory,'*  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 


bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 


The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  au^iorize  the 
President  and  Managers  of  the  Roekville  and 
Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  their 
turnpike  road  to  or  from  the  boundary  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colombia, 
through  the  said  District  to  the  line  thereof,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 

gunishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
itates,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest  was 
taken  up.  and,  after  some  discussion  of  the  meriu 
of  the  claim,  the  question  was  put  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — 14  to  13— so  the  bill  waa 
rejected. 

The  bill  for  adjusting  claims  to  land  and  es- 
tablishing land  omees  in  the  districts  east  of  the 
Island  01  Orleans,  was  again  taken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and,  after  undergoing  some 
discussion  and  amendment,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prebident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee  : 

In  complianea  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
13th  of  last  month,  reqaesting  me  '^  to  caiue  to  be  hid 
before  it  a  statement,  showing  the  measures  that  have 
been  taken  to  collect  the  balances  stated  to  be  due 
from  the  seveiml  saperrison  and  colleclon  of  the  old 
direct  tax  of  two  millions ;  also,  a  similar  statement 
of  the  balances  due  from  the  officers  of  the  old  inter- 
nal jevenuc ;  and  to  designate  in  such  statement  the 
persons  who  have  been  interested  in  the  collection  of 
the  said  debts,  and  the  sums  by  them  respectively  col- 
lected, and  the  time  when  the  same  were  coUected,** 
I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaoij, 
which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  eonteina 
all  the  information  required. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

FXBEVABT  8»  1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read. 

Mr.  MoRBOW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  reffulate  and  fix  the  salaries  and  compen- 
sation of  tne  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys  of  the  land  offices  \  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  Noah 
Brown  and  otners^  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the 
private  armed  brig  Warrior,  i>raying  that  they 
may  be  indemnified  from  loss,  in  consequence  of 
the  malconduct  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  coart 
of  New  Tork.  to  whom  had  been  paid,  by  the 
order  of  that  court,  the  proceeds  of  the  bri^  Dan- 
dee,  which  brig  had  been  libelled  and  condemned 
as  lawful  prize,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  Trhich 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 
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The  Seoftie  reBumed,  as  in  CommiUee  of  the 
Wholes  the  eoosidention  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
ict  regolatiog  passenger  ships  and  vessels  ;*'  to- 
gellier  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures ; 
uxd  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
PafiBiBENT  reported  the  bilfto  the  i»>use  amend- 
ed accordingly ;  and  the  amendments  being  eon- 
earred  in,  they  were  ordered  to  te  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry 
joto  effect  treaties  concTuded  with  several  Indian 
tribes  therein  mentioned,  together  with  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  the  bill  and  let- 
ter were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eppbb,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
communicated  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  showing  the  gross  amount  of  duties 
upon  merchandise  and  toonaffe,  which  accrued 
daring  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year  1817  and 
1818 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  for  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  vol- 
umes of  state  Papers ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tbubsday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Robbbts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
(0  whom  was  relferred  the  petition  of  Augustus 
Sacket,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  allowed.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  RuGGLBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Ander^ 
son,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  made  a  report, 
aecompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Yah  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  regulating  the  pay  of  invalid  pensioners,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Pierre  Lacoste,  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  taken  up ;  and,  after  being  opposed 
by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  at  some  length,  it  was  post- 
poned for  two  weeks^to  await  furtner  informa- 
tion OD  the  subject  of  the  claim. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pb»bii>biit  op  thb  Unitbo  States  : 

To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  commmiicat«  to  CongrsBs  copies  of  applications 
Tseeivad  fiom  th«  Minister  of  Oreat  Britain,  in  behalf 
of  certain  British  sabjecta,  who  have  suffered  in  their 
proper^,  by  proeeedinga  to  whieh  the  United  States, 
by  their  mUitaxy  and  Judiatl  offioers,  have  been  par- 
ties. These  injnriea  bave  been  rastained  under  eir- 
enmstances  wluch  appear  toncoounend  strongly  to 
the  attention  of  Congress,  the  daim  to  indemnity  jfbr 


the  losses  occasioned  by  them,  whieh  the  legislatifa 
authority  it  slone  competent  to  provide. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBZBftTov,  Fehruaty  9, 1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  Committee 
OB  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placinf  Thomas  Lucas  on  the 
pension  list. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen) 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanfoeo,  it  was  amend- 
ed, by  making  t\^e  monthly  contribution  levied 
on  each  seaman,  for  this  fund,  thirty-five  instead 
of  forty  cents,  as  first  agreed  oq;  and,  thus  amend- 
ed^the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  for  five  hundred  copies  of  the  llti 
and  12th  volumes  of  Wait's  edition  of  Sute  Pa- 
pers $  and,  after  being  amended  by  providing  the 
manner  of  their  distribution, 

Mr.  Robbbts  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  to  a^ 
day  beyond  the  session,  (to  reject  it ;)  which  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Otis  and  Mbllbh. 
and  was  finally  negatived — ayes  10;  and  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jooeph  Dozet  and  An- 
toine  Bousand  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land,  and 
establishinff  land  offices  m  the  districts  east  of  the 
Island  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  a  third  timOi 
and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An  aet 
regulating  passenger  ships  and  vessels,"  having 
b^n  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended| 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  iiistraeted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
Postmaster  General  to  employ  an  armed  guard 
for  the  protection  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States,  on  such  mail  routes  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  extend,  for  a  farther  term  of  five  years,  the 
pensions  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  died,  or 
were  killed  in  the  late  war;"  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  widows  of  the  militia ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
City  of  Washington,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the 
I  District  of  Columbia  5  and  the  amendments  hav- 
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ing  beett  agreed  to,  the  fonber  eoastderetioB 
thereof  was  postponed  uotil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resoikied.  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Provident  Association  of 
Clerks  in  the  civil  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia ;"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committe^bn  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  having  been  farther  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  amended  ac- 
cordingly; and  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in.  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  so  far  as  to  pro- 
ride  an  uniform  mode  (by  districts)  of  electing 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  Representatives  to  Congress, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

^  Mr.  Daoobtt  stated  briefly  the  reasons  which 
ahould  indttce  him  to  vote,  as  he  had  always 
▼Qled,  against  the  resolution,  although  now  dif- 
ferently instructed  on  the  subject  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Conneeiieot. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  moved  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
committed, with  instructions  to  strike  out  that 
part  which  prescribed  the  mode  of  electing  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress,  coasiderinff  the  two 
subjects  entirely  distmct,  and,  oppnosed  as  he  was 
to  the  whole  popoeition,  yet,  divested  of  this 
feature,  it  would  be  to  him  less  objectionable  than 
with  it. 

This  motion  brought  on  some  discussion  not 
onlv  of  the  propowd  amendment,  hut  of  the  gen- 
eral merits  of  the  resolution ;  in  which  Mr.  Fob- 
B7TH  opposed  it  at  some  length,  and  Messrs. 
DiouBRSOir,  Macor,  and  Kmo,  supjiortcd  iL 

Mr.  FoRSTTH'a  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  division ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on 
ihie  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
aflirmative-*yeas  28,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Y>A»— Menn.  Bortill,  Crittenden,  Diflkwwm, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  HuntCT, 
Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Maoon,  MeUen,  Morril,  Mor- 
jow.  Noble,  Otis,  Pthner,  8eiifi>rd»  Storer,  StokfW, 
Talbot,  Thomsib  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  WUUiuni  of 
Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson* 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Eppes,  Forsyth, 
Horsey,  Jjeake,  Roberts,  Haggles,  Tait,  and  Taylcnr. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  resolution  pass, 
two  thirds  of  the  Senators  concurring. 


Friday,  February  5. 

The  Presidbnt  communicated  to  the  Senate 
the  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  I  and  likewise  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  embracing  a  statement  of  moneys  transfer- 
Ted  during  the  late  recess  of  Congress,  by  author- 
ity of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  from 
one  specific  appropriation  to  another;  which  re- 
ports were  read. 

Mr.  WiLBOM,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a 


motion,  and  said,  that,  in  introducing  the  resolu* 
tion  he  was  about  to  offer,  be  thought  it  proper 
to  observe,  that,  by  a  late  return  to  this  Uoase, 
from  the  War  Department,  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States^  it  appeared,  that  from  eight  States 
and  two  Territories,  no  returns  of  the  militia  had 
been  received  for  the  last  year.  Should  a  requi- 
sition  be  made  for  a  detachment  of  militia,  from 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  Government 
were  thus  deprived  of  correct  data  for  properly 
apportioning  their  respective  quotas.  A  great 
dimeulty,  Mr.  W.  said,  must  also  be  experienced 
in  the  equitable  distribution  of  arms  among  the 
several  States  and  Territories,  under  the  act  for 
arming  the  whole  body  of  militia.  He  thought 
these  evils  required  a  remedy,  and  that  Congress 
had  ample  means  of  applying  one.  He  therefore 
submitted  the  following  resMution : 

Reaohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  some 
fhrther  proviiion  by  law  for  msuring  annual  and  tj> 
curate  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  sereral  States  and 
Territories. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1818,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  rules,  reg^ 
ulations,  and  instructions,  for  the  Naval  service 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  resolution  of  tke 
Senate  instructing  the  committee  in  relation 
thereto,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Reioived,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Na^,  under 
the  durection  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
report  to  the  Senate,  in  the  first  wec&  of  the  next  tm- 
sien,  whether  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instmctioni, 
ptepaied  by  the  Board  of  Navy  CommiasioneiB,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  Febniaiy,  1815, 
are  confimnable  to  existing  laws,  and,  if  there  is  say 
inteifennoe,  wherein  1  And,  if  anjr,  what  fardier  le- 
gifllative  pnyriaion  niay,in  the  opinion  of  the  said  See- 
retaiy,  be  necessaiy  to  give  fiiiee  andeflBect  to  thesi^ 
rules,  regulations,  and  instructions.  And  also,  ts 
report,  as  sibreBaid,  any  other  profision  which  the  said 
Secietaiy  may  deem  proper  for  the  more  perfect  td- 
mintstration  of  any  bruich  of  the  naval  aervioe. 

The  resolution  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Forbttb,  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  -to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amendin|r  the  laws 
eattating  in  the  county  of  Washington,  u  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  regulating  the  seizure  and  sale 
of  persons  of  color  suspected  to  be  runaway  slaves. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tichemor,  the  Gommiuee 
on  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  SecreUry  of  Wat 
to  place  upon  the  pension  list  Abraham  Kdwards. 
a  marine  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  who  is  now  insane^ 
and  in  such  reduced  circumstances  as  to  need  the 
assistance  of  his  country. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  u&fa* 
vorable  to  the  petition  of  Christopher  Fowler, 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  it  was  reversed,  and 
the  Committee  of  Claims  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  for  his  relief. 
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The  foUowiog  Message  wfts  reeeired  from  the 
Prebidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  tAe  StnaU  of  the  VhHed  States.- 

In  complimnca  with  a  reaolatioii  of  the  Senate  of  the 
S5th  of  last  month,  requestinf  me  to  cause  to  be  hud 
befoie  it  a  copy  of  the  niles  and  regulations  adopted 
for  the  gorenunent  of  the  Mifitaiy  Academy  at  West 
Point ;  abo,  how  many  cadets  hare  been  admitted  into 
the  Academy;  the  time  of  the  residence  of  each  cadet 
at  that  institation ;.  and  how  many  of  them  hare  been 
appointed  offioeis  in  the  Amy  and  Na^  of  the  Uni- 
ted SCatas  ^I  tfanamit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  whieh,  with  the  accompanying  docnments,  will 
afford  all  the  ioibmalion  required  by  the  eaid  resolation. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

PaBnvAKT  6,  1819. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  report  and 
accomMnyiog  documents,  were  read. 

Mr.  Eppeb  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Thorn ton^  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office, 
praying  an  increase  of  his  present  compensation ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Shaw- 
neetown,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation ; 
and  the  memorial  w^  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrjDssed  bill  more  effectually  to  proride  for  the 

gonishment  of  certain  crimes  agamst  the  United 
fates,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Forstth,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Anderson,  of  the 
&fichigan  Territory ;  and,  in  concarrence  there- 
vrlth,  resolred  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  were  instructed  to  report  a  bill 
accordinglT. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Samford,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d 
instant,  recommeodinff  le^islatire  prorision  for 
indemnity  to  certain  Brituh  subjects^  for  losses 
sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  illegal  cap- 
tore,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Augustus  Saeket ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolyed  that  the  prayer 
3f  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  dlowed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^bole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
ict  to  incorporate  the  Medical  Soeiet)r  of  the 
District  of  Cfolumbia  *,"  and  the  bill  having  been 
further  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House; 
&nd  the  amendments  being  concurred  in.  they 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended, 

Mr.  RuGOLse  pressated  the  petition  of  filder- 
ken  Potter, prayiug  compensation  for«  horse  lost 
in   the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 


petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Rdogleb  also  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Harbaugh  and  E.  Potter,  praving  for* 
ther  compensation  fbr  serrices  rendered  as  quar- 
termasters of  Ohio  militia;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  elev- 
enth and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Provident  Association  of  Clerks 
in  the  civil  Department  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  Committee  correctlv 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  ameod- 
ed,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  no 
amendment  haTing  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  acts  concerning  the  coasting  trade. 
And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Otm,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Mondav  next  j  and  the  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  in  reply  to 
one  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance respecting  the  coasting  trade,  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OoLDSBORouGB,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia^  to  whom  the  sobjeex 
was  referred,  reported  a  bdl  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  fire  engines,  and  for  building  nouses  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  same  i  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  Washington  to  extend  certain  streets  (across 
the  Mall)  was  taken  up,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
GoLDSBOROUOB,  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the 
session. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Cterk.  And  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  Housej  and  the  amend- 
ment being  concorred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  et^ossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  aot 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  reported 
the  same  with  ameadments ;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  coQsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samaei  Ward ;  and  oo  ameodraeat  hmvinf 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill, entitled  "An 
act  respecting  invalids ;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Lacock,  ihe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  fifth  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  6.  Timberlake;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  8. 

Mr.  GoLiisBORouoH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BuRBiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments 'f  wnich  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase 
the  lands  reserved  bv  the  act  of  the  third  of  March, 
1817j  to  certain  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  In- 
dians of  the  Creek  nation ;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Pbesidemt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Mary  Cassin,  of  South  Carolina;  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tichehor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

liuohed.  That  the  CSommittee  on  Commerce  and 
Manafactures  be  instrncted  to  report  as  to  the  ezpe- 
dienCT  of  uniting  the  two  collection  district  of  Albnrgh 
and  Champlain,  adjoining  the  province  of  Canada, 
so  that  hereafter  they  shsll  form  but  one  collection 
district 

Mr.  RuoGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Anderson ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Brewster  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Perth  Amboy,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  j)a88age  of  a  law,  directing  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
now  held  in  New  Brunswick,  to  be  held  in  future 


at  Perth  Amboy,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Con- 
mi  ttee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
gines, and  building  houses  ror  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  same,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Tait,  on  the  5th  in- 
stant, from  the  Committee  on  Naval  A&irs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  of  Apvil,  181& 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  roles^  regulations,  and 
instructions,  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  iastract- 
ing  the  committee  in  relation  thereto ;  and  agreed 
to  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerbon,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  far  altering  the  laws  for  ap- 
pomting  collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United 
States,  district  attorneys  of  the  United  Statei, 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  for  lands  of  the 
United  States,  surveyors  of  the  public  lands,  regis- 
ters, and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  think 
proper,  as  to  have  those  officers  respectively  ap- 
pointed for  limited  periods,  subject  to  removal  as 
heretofore. 

Mr.  Golubborough,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Lefebre,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORouoH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  the  several  subjects  were  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pettit; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge;  and 
also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;  aod 
the  bills  were  respectively  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplmentary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An 

act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Gily  of 

Washington."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samaei  Ward  was 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Clark  was  read 
a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ojf  John  A.  Dix  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberlake 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  incorporBte  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Disr 
trict  of  Columbia,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  F.  Hooker,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  mouoa 
for  consideration : 

JSeso/oeA  That  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States 
be  raqaested  to  strike  from  the  rolls  of  the  Aimy  and 
Navy  the  names  of  all  those  officers  who  aided  or 
counselledi  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  late  duel 
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iQgbt  by  A.  T.  Maton  and  John  If .  MeCartf ,  eili- 
Bxi«  of  the  United  StetM. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
ubject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  supplemeota- 
j  to  an  act  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1817, 
ntitledl  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importaiioo  of 
laves  into  the  United  State:^  ^"  and  the  bill  was 
'ead,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
EVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
^thony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Pettitin  theirciaim 
;o  a  tract  of  land  ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
>een  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoase^  and  or- 
lered  to  be  engrossea  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of  government  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  support  of  a 
BemJoary  of  iearniog  within  the  said  State ;  and. 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  the  amendments  being  con- 
curred in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Thome;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and^ 
on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  providing  additional  pen- 
alties for  falsa  entries,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
or  bounty  on  exportation ;"  and  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  at  War 
to  appoint  an  additional  agent  for  paying  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
neasee;"  ia  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  autnorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  officers  and  crew  of  gunboats  No.  149  and 
No.  154 ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  timer  it 
was  deteraiined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 


TuEBDAT,  February  9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
piittee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Harbaugh  and  Potter,  made  a  re- 
port accompanied  by  a  resolution  tnat  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eppib,  Nathaniel  Qoddard 
and  others^  formerly  owners  of  the  ship  Ariadne 
and  cargo,  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  papers. 

The  Beoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 


crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv ; 
and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  as  amended,  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  it  was  order* 
ed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  to  appoint  an  additional  agent  for 
paying  pensions  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  providing  additional 
penalties  for  false  entries  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, or  bounty  on  exportation,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  RoBiuTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H. 
Jouett,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment  $ 
wliich  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  who  were 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpttdiencv  of  increas- 
ing the  pension  of  Caleb  Austin ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  5th 
day  of  Blareh  next.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefebre ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  'of  Bartholomew  Du verge  j 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pettit :  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Anderson ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Alexander  Milne  ;  and  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Christopher  Fowler,  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  a  motion  maje  yesterday 
by  Mr.  TioBfiNoa,  to  direct  the  Committee  oa 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  uniting  the  districts  of  Alburg  and 
Champlain,  in  Vermont,  into  one  district,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  engrossed  bills  to  authorize  the  President 
to  purchase  the  lands  reserved  by  the  act  of  1817 
to  certain  Creek  chiefs  and  warriors ;  to  provide 
a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  support  of  a  sem- 
inary of  learning ;  and  confirming  Anthony  Cav- 
alier and  Peter  retit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land;  were  severally  read  the  third  time^  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  extend,  for  a  further  time  of  five  years,  the 
pensions  heretofore  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  or 
were  killed  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Much  debate  took  place  on  the  merits  of  this 
bill ;  uk  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Laoock  moved 
that  it  be  postponed  to  the  6th  of  March  next, 
(to  roieet  tne  billi)  which  motion  was  decided  la 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

TiAS— Messrs.  Bnrrill,  Daggett,  DickenoD,  Baton, 
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fippes,  Fongrth,  Goldiboroagh,  Honey,  Lsco^Letke, 
Kaeon,  McUmi,  Monil,  Marrow,  Otu,  RoborU,  Rag- 
glea,  Storer,  Tichanor,  Van  Dyke,  WilliaoM  of  Mits^ 
and  Wilwn— 22. 

Nats — Messn.  Barboor,  Grittendeii,  Fromentin, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Sanford,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas 
—10. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Commictee  on  Pnblie 
Lands,  who  were  iostracted  ^  to  inquire  ipto  the 
expediency  of  so  altering  the  laws  respecting  the 
sale  of  the  public  land^,  that,  from  and  after  the 

day  or next,  credit  shall  not  be  giren 

on  such  sales,"  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill,  making  further  proriston  ifor  the  sale  of  public 
lands ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  a  view  to  the  extensive  territory  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Goremment,  the  increanng  demand 
for  new  lands  for  cultiTation,  arising  from  the  pro- 
gresiii^e  augmentation  of  the  population  in  the  Umted 
States,  and  the  infldence  which  die  proposed  altera- 
tion  in  the  system  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  must 
frodttoe-  on  the  interests  of  a  large  portiotf  of  the  com- 
munity, give,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  more 
than  ordhiary  importance  to  the  inquiry  which  they 
fure  instructed  to  make. 

From  the  connexion  that  the  terms  of  credit  have 
with  the  other  pcovisions  and  conditions  provided  ibr 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  a  oonespondent  alteration 
in  the  price  and  size  of  the  tracts  ofiered  for  sale,  will 
be  necewaxy,  when  the  credit  is  diaoontinned  on  fu- 
ture sales*  That  provision,  alone,  would  virtually  oper- 
ate an  enhancement  of  the  priee,  and  lessen  the  iadl- 
ity  to  men  of  limited  capital,  of  acquiring  n^w  lands 
for  settlement  and  cultivation. 

In  thb  view,  the  committee  have  considered  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  discontinuance  of  credit, 
a  reduction  of  the  price,  and  a  subdivision  of  tracts  in 
future  sales.  The  provisions  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  now  in  force,  with  some  subsequent  alterations, 
were  adopted  by  the  act  of  the  10th  daj  of  May,  1800. 
By  its  general  regulations, «  credit  is  allowed  on  three- 
iDurths  of  the  purchase-money  fbr  the  lands  sold.  The 
moneys  credited  may  be  retained  l^  incurring  the 
cbatge  of  simple  interest,  for  five  yean,  from  ihiB  time 
Df  purchase.  It  would  appear  that,  at  the  first  sales 
under  this  law,  the  long  term  of  credit  allowed  had  in- 
duced excessive  purchases.  The  term  of  credit  on 
these  sales  expired  in  the  year  1805;  and  in  1806  it 
became  necessary  for  Congress  to  interpose  for  relief 
of  the  purchasers,  to  prevent  extensive  forfeitures  for 
failure  m  payment;  and,  since  that  period,  nine  sev- 
eral acts  have  been  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands ;  and  these  acts  for  mitigating 
the  operation  for  the  general  provision  of  the  law  have 
been  in  force  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  time 
since  the  system  was  first  organized.  The  induce- 
ments of  a  long  credit^  which  encourage  purchases  be- 
yond the  means  for  making  payment,  the  general  dis- 
position in  men  to  antidote  the  most  fovorable  results 
fiom  the  products  of  their  labor,  and  the  frequent  un- 
fKfotMe  fluctuations  in  commeree,  which  cannot  be 
foiueeen  by  the  most  discerning,  are  the  principal 
causes  of  the  foilures  in  payment  by  purchasers  of 
public  lands.  It  must  appear  from  the  Tieasury  state- 


ment, at  the  present  se»on,  of  the  atnoont  of  oul* 
standing  balances,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  with  the  embarrassments  srising  from  the  de- 
ranged state  of  the  currency,  that  any  degree  of  pane- 
tui£ty  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  now  due  is  hi^hlj 
improbable,  if  the  laws  were  left  to  operate  ia  the 
rigid  exactions  of  tfie  penaltiea  and  Ibifeitiires,  tbe 
most  serious  injuries,  (in  the  present  eircmnetaiices  of 
the  country}  must  fellow  to  a  large  dan  of  the  cooamit- 
nity ;  and  the  e£fect  of  relief  by  an  extansioii  for  the 
time  fbr  payment,  while  the  sales  continoe  to  progresi, 
may  proaace  an  accnmolation  of  the  debt,  and  increHc 
the  difficulty  in  making  die  final  payments. 

The  experience  for  several  years  of  the  eHeefes  of  tfaii 
system,  the  firequent  recurrence  of  ctrenmstanees  which 
render  necessary  the  interposition  of  the  LegisibtDe 
to  mitigate  the  general  operation  of  law,  end  the  ex- 
tensive fbrfoiturea  which  have  been  ineorred,  notwift- 
Btanding  the  aid  of  frequent  remedial  kcwa  for  the  n- 
lief  of  the  pnrchasen,  seem  to  forbid  any  caleiilatian  sa 
a  sttoceasfnl  operaticm  of  the  saaae  systsai  in  futSB 
sales.  It  cannot  be  correct  policy  to  persist  ia  the  coa- 
tinuanoe  of  a  system  so  much  afl&ieted  by  drcametancs^ 
as  that  under  consideration ;  which  requiiea  the  frs- 
queat  aid  of  mitigating  expedients  to  preeeive  its  exia- 
ence,  and  to  prevent  its  oppressive  efieds  on  a  consii- 
erable  portion  of  the  community.  It  is  not  beMewI 
that  any  of  the  acts  fbr  the  relief  of  the  pnrchaaer  if 
puUic  lands  were  nnnecessary  indulgences.  The  sa- 
nvorable  state  of  things,  during  the  restrictiona  on  oor 
commerce,  and  the  late  war,  rendered  such  measons 
necessary ;  and  the  present  state  of  the  enrrency  pie- 
sentsdaims  for  indulgence  still  more  imperative.  JFodg- 
ing  from  the  experience  of  tibe  post,  wUhont  any  aasa- 
imnce  of  a  more  fovoraUe  state  of  things  in  ftltare,  it 
mmf  be  concluded  that  die  system  of  credit  Is  not  well 
adi^ted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  coontij,  and  vS 
be  mjvrions  so  long  as  comaeNe  is  liabie  to  fiodai- 
tion.  TheaUowanceofcrediton  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  could  not  have  been  edi^ted  for  the  boM&t 
of  capitalistB ;  to  them  it  is  unneoeasaty,  and  Soft  disB 
it  ought  not  to  have  been  provided.  And  yet  it  is  be- 
lieved that  it  has  operated  most  to  the  diasdvenesfe  of 
men  destitnte  of  capital  An  individual  whs  takea  the 
whole  term  of  credit  allowed  by  law,  on  the  three  last 
instalments  of  purchase  money,  is  cha^g^  on  the  mo- 
neys credited  more  than  ten  per  cenu  per  annom  above 
the  purchaserwho  makes  prompt  payment;  and,  in  many 
instances,  if  he  possess  no  ottier  resources  than  thms 
arising  firom  the  land  itself,  he  incurs  a  forfeiture  oi 
the  money  paid,  and  the  land,  witfi  its  improvemeBts. 
If  the  allowance  of  credit  on  future  sales  was  abolished, 
every  subsequent  purchaser  would,  without  any  Itsbil- 
ity  to  error,  be  able  to  calculate  hia  meana  Ibr  pay- 
ment ;  and  if  his  purchase  should  not  be  eo  extensive, 
he  would  at  once  become  an  independent  landholder, 
secure  and  quiet  in  his  possession.  In  futore,  those 
ftrtile  souroes  of  discontent  and  disquietade,  vrfaiek 
arise  from  disappointment,  and  from  the  exercise  «f 
measures  necessary  to  enfiMoe  the  payments,  as  aJj» 
the  frequent  distress  occasioned  by  the  forleiture  of 
lands  on  which  settlements  have  been  made,  wonld  be 
avoided:  and  (as  vrill  be  proposed)  vrers  the  public 
lands  offisred  Ibr  sale  in  tracts  of  eighty  aoreB,  et  oae 
doUat  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  then  any  individnal,  m 
the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  d^ava»  m^ 
acquire  a  freehold  estate,  without  encumbering  hish 
self  with  any  debt  whatever.  It  is  believed  that  as 
advantage  to  the  general  interest  of  the  districts  in 
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hidi  the  poUie  kndt  tie  soldt  woqU  tmuU  finm  dii- 
mtmutn^  tfte  cmdil  on  the  ttlet.  The  paTduuMr  is 
L  pwiwioa  ef  the  lands  parehased,  for  Ibur  or  Sto 
sBi«  before  the  eomplation  of  hie  payment*  Tlie  pro- 
act  of  Wb  labor,  fbr  that  time^  is  amiliad  in  discharge 
'  his  debt,  and  pasws  into  the  Pablic  Treasnrr.  In 
I  far  ae  tha instehnents  are  eolleetsd  inthamstrict, 
operates  on  the  principle  of  rents  ooUaeted*.  and 
ithdrawn  from  drcnlation,  or  of  a  partial  tax  on  that 
ut  of  the  eoounnnitf  •  The  drain  of  money  from  drcu- 
ition,  thas  oeeasioned,  has  been  sensibly  felt ;  and  the 
ftlance  in  ezchange  against  the  Western  ooontry 
iBj,  an  this  principle,  be  accounted  fen  In  case  of 
ish  payments,  the  resonrces  for  payment  would  be 
swn  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  in  as  far  as 
nigranta  are  the  purchasers.  In  a  more  general  point 
:  Tiew,  the  proposed  measure  appears  important, 
lie  accumulation  of  debt,  in  particular  districts,  where 
le  mas0  of  dtiaens  are  the  debtors,  is  a  consequence 
ttendisgp  die  credit  system.  The  principles  c^  gen- 
ral  policy  require  that  charges  on  tne  people,  for  the 
Bcessaxy  ani^y  of  revenue,  should  be  dimsed  over 
le  whole  society ;  by  adopting  cash  payments,  this 
ril  would  be  avoided ;  and  the  interest  of  subsequent 
uvhasers  weald  than  be  identified  with  that  of  tile 
loTemment. 

If  credit  sh^  not  be  allowed  on  the  sale  of  the 
ubiic  lends,  it  is  proposed  that  a  corresponding  ledue- 
on  in  the  pnoe  shall  be  made.  The  publio  lands  have 
rer  been  eonsidered  as  a  somwe  of  revenue  to  the 
iorerxuttent,  and  die  early  vegulaidoiis  for  their  sale 
^pear  to  have  had  that  oMect  principally  in  view. 
Bverai  of  the  States  ceded  vacant  territoiy  to  the 
nited  States,  ibr  the  porpoae  of  creating  a  foind  for 
le  discharge  ef  the  ptiptio  debt.  With  tbia  otject  in 
aw,  and  to  cover  the  eooaidenhle  expenses  of  eztin- 
Eiishing  the  Indian  title,  and  otherwise  incidental  to 
ringing  the  lands  into  maihet,  the  price  was  fint 
Kod  by  general  regulations  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  and 
ibeeqnently  incnased  to  two.  It  wonla  be  difficult, 
ithont  reforence  to  any  general  principle  of  public 
3ticy,  to  fix  any  determined  price,  which,  under  all 
rcumetancei^  would  be  proper  for  the  sale  of  the 
ifaUc  lands.  The  demana  for  new  land  to  bring  into 
Utivation  will  in  some  manner  be  proportioned  to  the 
lereaee  of  populatSon  in  the  agricultural  dass  of  the 
immunity.  But  the  amount  of  sale  will  always 
spend  (at  any  gtvenprice)  en  the  capital  destined 
»  be  so  invested*  The  capital  erdinanly  employed 
T  this  object,  is  the  surplus  product  of  agricultural 
b^r.  If  the  profit  in  agrienteural  puxauiti,  so  to  be 
nplofed,  will  not  pmchise  the  supply  of  new  lands 
pccsaaiy  to  the  proper  extensien  and  pvosecution  of 
Let  important  branch  of  national  industiy,  it  may  then 
»  ftirly  ptesuied  that  the  pnee  is  excessive,  and 
grates  injuriously  to  the  puhlie  inteiest.  It  is  not 
leged  that  the  price  at  oreasnt  fixed  has  PBoduced 
lat  efiect,but  it  is  belieted  that  it  is  much  higber  than 
18  been  reqiuied  1^  any  of  the  individual  States,  or 
I  any  other  country,  for  vacant  lands;  and  that  the 
:ice  reqtdred,  connected  widi  die  cie^t  allowed,  has 
»en  ibnnd  sufficiently  hlg^  by  the  indnstrions  dass 
rbc  sre  disposed  to  pQrdkase,fov  the  purpose  of  oocu- 
Bxxcy  and  improvement  Bxperience  nas  exploded 
la  opinion  that  injmious  speeulatiotts  might  he  dii^ 
Mjjaged,  and  ttonopoHes  pteventad,  by  simply  fixing 

bigh  price  on  Khe  sale  of  the  pabtte  lands ;  and  if  in 
ny  meMOie  ttieae  eahitaiy  e&cta  hvra  been  prodneed 
y  that  meaao,  it  hm  bean  at  file  «np«M  9i  the  coor* 


responding  diiadvantage  that,  by  the  same  means, 
the  industrious  dass,  with  small  capital,  have  bean 
prevented  from  becoming  purchasers,  with  a  view  to 
settlement  and  cultivation. 

The  only  expedient  which  has  been  suceessftiUy 
reMnted  to,  for  preventing  the  public  lands  from  being 
engnisMd  1^  capitalists,  and  pwhaps  the  only  one  that 
will  in  any  measure  be  efiectual  to  that  end,  is  the 
subdivision  of  the  sectionB,  and  ofie^g  them  for  sale 
in  small  tracts,  suited  to  the  meana  of  the  purchaser, 
for  actual  settlement.  And  while  ever  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  is  kept  in  market  to  satisfy  the  neces- 
sary demand  arising  from  the  increase  of  population 
in  the  country,  and  sold  in  small  tracts  to  suit  those 
who  are  difpoeed  to  purchase,  for  the  purpose  of  occu- 
pying them,  little  may  be  apprehended  from  the  evils 
of  speculation  and  monopoly,  whether  the  price  be  as 
now  fixed,  or  ahall  be  reouced. 

The  sales  of  lands  are  regulated  by  no  other  prin- 
dple  than  that  of  any  ether  traffic  m  any  spades  of 
merdiandlse.  While  ever  the  market  is  fuUy  supplied 
widi  any  commodity,  and  a  certainty  that  Uie  supply 
can  be  kept  up,  and  it  is  retailed  in  quantity  and  qual« 
ity  to  suit  the  purchaser  for  use  or  consumption,  mo- 
nopolies will  not  be  made,  whether  the  price  be  high 
or  low.  A  high  price  will  discourage  the  consnmptiony 
and  a  low  price  promote  it ;  but,  while  the  price  is  steady, 
speculations  will  be  unprofitable. 

It  has  been  slipped  that  discontinuing  the  credit  and 
reducing  fiie  mice  would  operate  to  die  disadvantage 
of  the  poor ;  tnat  thev  must  be  supplied  on  credit ;  and  i 
if  it  shall  not  be  allowed  by  the  Government,  they 
must  purchase  at  an  advanced  price  from  speculatonb 
The  ioea  of  providing  equd  focility  to  the  poor  and  to 
the  rich,  b^  any  regulation,  is  incompatible  with  that 
of  disposing  of  the  land  for  a  valuable  conrideration. 
Whfie  the  Government  requires  a  price,  he  who  pos- 
sesses the  means  of  payment  will  have  an  advantage 
in  making  purchases  over  him  who  does  not  possess 
such  means. 

It  is  not  spprahended  that  apecnlatlons  vrill  be 
eztendvef  or  be  long  continued,  where  they  must  be 
carried  on  by  purehaae  for  cash,  and  sale  on  eredit» 
and  when  the  sales  must  be  confined  to  those  who 
cannot  advance  one  handled  and  twenty  doUarsp  and 
become  purcbasen  from  the  United  States. 

From  the  foregoing  oonddefation  it  is  re%»eetliilly 
proposed  that  credit  on  ftiture  sales  shall  not  )be 
aUowed;  that  the  price  of  the  public  lands  be  fixed  at 
one  dollar  and  fijfiy  cents ;  and  that  the  lands  be  ofiared 
for  sale  in  tracts  of  eightv  acres. 

And  for  that  purpose  they  ask  leave  to  report  a  biU. 

DUELLING. 

The  Senate  resunied  the  conddefrntion  of  the 
BOtioD,  aabmitted  yestenjgy  by  Mr.  Morbil,  to 
request  the  Presidenc  to  diamist  certain  officers 
firon  service. 
Mr.  MoBBiL  addressed  the  Chair  as  foUows: 
Mr.  Presideat,  it  is  with  no  ordinary  deirrte  of 
sensation  that  I  inrite  the  attention  of  the  Senato 
to  the  eoBsidetatlon  of  the  resolution  whidi  I  had 
the  honor  to  prrsent.  The  nature  and  enormity 
of  the  tiannctlon  can  rcf  nine  but  little  illustra- 
tion. It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  mi- 
nute detail  of  the  horror  or  magnitode  ol  the 
erime;  but,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  aSn  the  vese* 
lation,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  aasifB  aomo  rea^ 
ieaa  in  jaatififiation  of  the  propodCMa^    In  the 
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firat  Dlace,  sir,  I  consider  the  prftctice  of  daelliog 
as  iDhumao.  What  can  be  more  repalsire  to  the 
philanthropic  breast  than  to  place  before  a  mns- 
ket,  charged  with  a  ball,  at  the  distance  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  feet,  a  fellow-citizen  for  a  mark  ?  Ha- 
manity  shudders,  every  tender  feelin|f  of  the  heart 
recoils,  and  Pagan  barbarity  itself  is  put  to  the 
blnsb.  But,  sir,  it  is  immoral.  It  tends  to  de- 
moralize society  and  corrupt  the  community.  It 
banishes  accountability  from  the  human  mind. 
It  represents  life  and  death  as  of  no  consequence, 
and  immaterial.  It  may  sometimes  deprive  so- 
ciety of  its  useful  members. 

The  practice  is  unjust  and  wicked.  In  coDse- 
quence  of  capital  offences,  by  a  le|pil  tribunal  life 
may  be  taken.  But  shall  one  citizen,  for  any 
trivial  offence,  take  the  life  of  his  fellow  1  It  can- 
not be  justified  upon  any  correct  principle  what- 
ever, either  Christian,  humane,  or  civil.  Chris- 
tianity breathes  a  better  spirit  |  humanity  retires 
with  disgust  s  the  civil  code  condemns  and  exe- 
cutes the  offender.  What  law,  human  or  divine, 
will  sustain  the  act?  The  articles  of  war  forbid 
it;  State  laws  forbid  it;  Yirginia>erself  has  for- 
bidden it. 

But,  sir,  General  Mason  has  fallen.  A  husband, 
a  father,  a  son,  thus  prematurely  ushered  into 
eternity.  And,  unless  invention  and  vice  are 
more  than  ordinarily  active,  he  received  encour- 
agement to  the  sad  catastrophe  in  this  city;  and 
the  more  to  be  lamented,  for,  is  this  the  case,  his 
blood  must,  at  least  in  part,  rest  upon  the  heads 
of  his  guilty  abettors  and  counsellors. 

Lamentable  fact!  that  a  gentleman  of  high 
standing,  who  had  been  a  member  of  this  honor- 
able body,  and  probably  would  have  been  the  next 
Governor  of  Virginia,  should  be  so  overcome  with 
pride  or  with  passion  as  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  sen- 
timents so  absurd.  And,  sir,  what  plausible  apol- 
ogy is  offered  to  miti^te  the  crime  7  The  only 
plea  which  ingenuity  itself  can  invent,  is  ffronnded 
upon  a  false  notion  of  honor.  A  gentleman  is 
bound  by  his  honor  to  commit  an  act  of  murder. 
His  honor  must  be  sustained  by  the  commission 
of  an.  offence  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  human 
species.  If  this  be  a  correct  mode  of  sustaining 
a  gentleman's  honor,  why  is  it  prohibited  in  your 
army?  Why  are  laws  a^inst  it?  If  it  will 
sustain  the  honor  of  an  individual,  it  will  sustain 
the  honor  of  the  community ;  the  honor  of  your 
country ;  and  why  do  your  laws  condemn  that  on 
which  your  country^  glory  is  erected? 

But,  sir,  it  is  a  gentleman's  way  of  deciding  m 
controversy.  Tes,  and  the  servants ;  the  boys  in 
the  street,  hy  this  practice,  learn  high  notions  of 
honor,  and^  to  display  them,  must  fight  a  duel. 
Base  practice,  indeed ;  repugnant  to  all  the  refined 
feelings  of  a  cultivated  mind.  Thtf  better  feel- 
ings ol  man  revolt  at  the  act.  Con^ience  con- 
demns it,  and  it  must,  in  time  and  eternity.  From 
this  view  of  the  subject,  sir,  I  am  induced  to  offer 
the  resolution,  and  am  led  to  hope  it  will  be 
adopted  br  the  Senate.  Let  this  be  mi  it  may,  I 
hav«  discnarged  my  duty ;  I  have  expressed  my 
opinion  without  reserve. 

Bir.  Basboub  addressed  the  Senate  as.foUowi: 


Blr.  President,  the  event  to  which  the  readlii- 
lution  relates  has  filled  me  with  the  deepest  afilic- 
tion.  I  claim  the  melancholy  privilege  of  being 
the  chief  mourner  here.  Mason  was  my  friend— 
a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance,  ripened  into  t 
sincere  friendship  by  an  association  m  this  bodf 
for  several  years,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  ajh 
preciating  his  distinguished  worth.  Virginia  loved 
him  as  one  of  her  favorite  sons — in  war  her  shield, 
her  ornament  in  peace.  With  her  the  Tery  name 
had  been  consecrated  to  patriotism,  through  suc- 
cessive generations.  Its  lustre  lost  nothing  in  the 
person  of  the  deceased.  He  united  the  amiable 
qualities  of  the  man  to  the  higher  virtues  of  the 
patriot.  His  loss  will  be  mourned  by  his  country 
as  a  -public  calamity.  In  the  vigor  of  life,  uniting 
both  the  affection  and  confidence  of  all,  and  sar- 
rounded  with  everv  blessing  that  promised  hap- 
piness, he  has  suddenly  fiulen  the  victim  of  s 
barbarous  practice.  Cut  off  in  the  commene^ 
ment  of  a  splendid  career,  he  leaves  a  wretched 
mother,  a  disconsolate  widow,  a  fatherless  chili 
and  a  weeping  country. 

Oh,  what  a  scene  was  there  1  Bat  yesterday 
Selma  was  the  abode  of  happiness;  tchday  it  » 
wrapped  in  mourning.  See  on  yesterday  tlie  sf- 
fecuonate  husband,  the  amiable  wife,  the  tender 
infant-^the  pledge  and  cement  of  their  happiness 
To-day,  behold  that  husband  carried  into  tte 
presence  of  hb  wife,  bathed  in  gore.  See  her, 
frantic  with  despair,  jprecipitating  herself  anon 
the  corpse  of  her  bleeding  husband,  mingling  hec 
tears  with  his  flowing  blood,  and  contending  with 
the  icy  arms  of  death  for  the  lifeless  prize.  She 
lifts  her  eyes  to  Heaven,  the  last  remge  of  the 
wretched,  and  in  tones  of  agony  cries  out,  my 
Gh)d,  my  God.  restore  my  husband !  Her  prayers 
are  ffiven  to  the  winds ;  his  disembodied  spirit  i 
has  lound  its  refuge  and  its  home  in  the  bosom  ! 
of  its  God.  while  his  earthly  remains  are  con- 
signed to  tne  cold  and  narrow  house  %ppoiniei 
for  all  the  living.  Peace  be  to  his  ashes  f  And 
mav  a  kind  Providence  become  the  friend  of  the 
widow;  pour  balo^  into  her  afflicted  bosom,  and 
bind  up  the  broken  heart;  be  the  father  «  the 
fatherless,  and  let  him  be  the  mother's  prop ;  rock 
the  cradle  of  her  declining  years,  and  be  a  eoaso- 
latioh  in  her  dying  hour  1  If  anything  can  now 
administer  to  the  affliction  of  his  surviving 
friends,  it  will  be  the  knowledge  that  Yivgiaia, 
this  day,  through  all  her  borders,  weeps  his  un- 
timely fall. 

As  to  the  practice  of  duelling,  I  hare  a/ready, 
long  since,  given  proofs  of  my  sentiments,  more 
subiuntial  than  mere  professions.  Whatever 
credit^  if  any,  be  due  to  it.  to  me  it  belonn,  of 
having  first  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  my 
native  State  the  law  against  duelling.  What  will 
be  its  result  on  society,  all-trying  time  must  de- 
cide. The  best  hopes  of  humanity  are  connected 
with  its  success;  nor  is  it  presuniptuous  to  hope 
that  Heaven  may  smile  on  our  efforts. 

And  yet,  sir,  with  these  sentiments,  I  mast  still 
be  opposed  to  the  resolution  under  eooaidesmtion. 
As  to  the  rumors  to  which  the  mover  refers,  aod 
on  which  he  leaCs,  in  part,  at  least,  the  aaecess  ol 
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this  modoo,  thef  mtj  or  m%j  not  be  true.    Inci- 
dents o(  ibis  kind  are  ;enerall]r  attended  with 
the  most  exaggerated  statements.    If,  indeed,  they 
be  trne,  as  represented,!  should  feel  no  hesitation 
in  pronoancing  them  as  deserving  the  deepest 
abhorrence.    Of  some  of  the  persons  concerned 
in  this  melancholy  tragedy,  I  know  nothinff;  with 
others  I  hare  a  slight  acquaintance,    Their  char- 
acters forbid  the  belief  that  they  have  acted  dis- 
honorably.   The  statement  made  by  the  mover, 
unsustained  by  proof,  farnifihes  a  strons  reason 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.    For  it  is 
palpably  an  exparie  proceeding,  and  we  are  called 
upon  to  consign  to  infamy  men  who  hare  had  no 
opportunity  of  being  heard  in  their  defence.    Let 
tts  not  multiply  the  regrets  already  attending  this 
melancholy  event,  by  doin^  an  act  of  injustice. 
Let  us  not  commit  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  by 
taking  ctfffnizance  of  a  subject  which  belongs  to 
others.    I?  a  erime  has  been  committed,  the  of- 
fenders are  subject,  if,  as  the  resolution  supposes, 
they  be  military  men,  to  trial  bj  court  martial, 
and,  in  any  event,  by  a  civil  tnbunal.    To  the 
President,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  belongs  the 
former  I  the  latter  to  the  civil  majjistrare.    By 
this  irregular  proceeding,  should  it  prevail,  we 
depart  from  our  own  duty,  in  prescribing  to  otheriL 
to   whom  of  right  the  subject  belon^p,  and  of 
whose  remissness  there  is  no  imputation.    The 
crime  of  dqelling  is  not  to  be  corrected  by  a  pro- 
ceeding of  this  kind.    The  roots  of  the  evil  are 
too  deep  to  be  extirpated  by  a  solitary  paroxysm 
of  zeaL    Public  opmion  is  the  only  corrective. 
No  matter  what  may  be  the  number  or  severity 
of  penalties  that  are  denounced  against  this  fero- 
cious practice ;  they,  as  experience  has  evineed, 
are  inoperative,  unless  their  enforcement  can  be 
secured  by  the  coincidence  of  public  sentiment, 
or  unless,  as  with  us,'  the  law  executes  itself  by 
disfranchising  the  offender.    So  lone  as  public 
opinion  requires  of  an  individual  a  submission  to 
what  is  most  improperly  called  the  laws  of  honor, 
to  maintain  bis  grade  in  society,  it  is  as  cajiricious 
SB  unjust  to  anathematize  those  who  submit  to  its 
decrees.    Let  the  press,  let  your  schools,  let  the 
palpit,let  your  legislatures,  throughout  the  nation, 
Daaxe  a  simultaneoas  effort,  and  continue  it  with 
real  and  perseverance,  to  extirpate  this  practice, 
the  undisputed  progeny  of  a  barbarous  age.  Upon 
such  an  undertaking,  let  us  hope  for  the  blessing 
of  Heaven. 
After  other  gentlemen  had  spoken — 
Mr.  MoRRiLii  made  the  following  remarks : 
Mr.  P&bsiobut:  I  learn  with  pleasure,  from 
what  honorable  gentlemen  have  advanced  on  this 
subject,  there  Is  but  one  sentiment  with  respect 
to  the  nature  and  atrocity  of  the  act.    A  difier- 
roce  of  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  and  policy 
of  the  measure  proposed,  is  the  only  difficulty  to 
be  encountered. 

The  hooorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in- 
timates a  want  of  information,  and  an  apprehen- 
sion that  no  guilt  can  be  attached  to  any  impli* 
cated  in  this  afibir.  It  is  very  desirable,  sir,  that 
this  ahonU  be  the  fact.    If  do  goHl^  bq  blames 


and  of  course  no  injurv  can  be  sustained  by  the 
innocent;  and  no  evil  is  to  be  apprehended. 

But,  the  gentleman  suggests,  that  favorable  ex- 
pressions have  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  floor 
of  the  other  House.  Is  this  a  fact,  sir  ?  it  is  the 
more  to  be  lamented,  and  furnishes  another  rea- 
son why  this  House  should  express  an  opinion 
on  the  subject.  But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  with  whose  eloquence  I  am 
generally  captivated,  and  hj  whose  arguments  I 
am  commonlv  drawn  into  his  mode  of  thinking, 
has  expressed  the  generous  feeling  of  his  hear^ 
on  the  nature  of  the  act.  in  a  manner  in  perfect 
coincidence  with  my  views  of  the  subject.  The 
spontaneous  effusions  of  his  heart,  thus  exhibited, 
I  can  by  no  means  doubt,  and  can  hardly  suppose 
the  social  intercourse  which  he  has  holden  in  this 
House  with  the  unfortunate  sufferer  should  not 
have  created  a  more  than  ordinarj  attachment. 
But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  intimates  sev- 
eral reasons  why  this  resolution  should  not  be 
adopted.  It  is  assuming  the  exercise  of  a  power 
vested  in  another  department.  Tour  articles  of 
war  do  not  reach  the  case.    They  provide  for  the 

fmnishment  of  those  who  give  or  accept  a  chal- 
enge,  but  not  those  who  are  accessory  thereto. 
As  to  the  civil  authority,  sir,  crimes  of  this  kind| 
in  this  region,  have  passed  too  lon^  unobserved 
to  justify  the  most  remote  expectation  that  cog- 
nizance will  be  taken  of  this  transaction.  But, 
says  the  gentleman,  it  may  consign  to  infamy  in- 
dividuals. If  guilty,  be  it  so;  to  this  I  have  no 
objection.  Would  to  Gk>d  that  ail  who  are'guiity 
of  duelling  might,  by  public  disapprobation,  be 
consigned  to  infamy  as  lasting  as  time  itself. 
This  would  be  the  most  successful  and  sure  way 
to  suppress  the  practice.  The  hqnorable  gentle- 
man intimates,  the  public  opinion  is  incorreet| 
and  this  is  the  best  corrective;  and  it  is  hard  to 
criminate  a  person  for  committing  a  crime  when 
public  opinion  requires  him  so  to  do  to  maintain 
Lis  ^rade  in  society.  Admit,  sir,  the  public  opin- 
ion IS  the  best  corrective,  and  that  public  opinion 
is  incorrect — 1  would  ask  that  honorable  gentle- 
mauj  what  is  the  best  method  to  correct  public 
opinion  ?  Will  resolutions  passed  in  private  cir- 
cles effect  the  object?  Would  not  the  opinion  of 
the  President  have  more  influence  upon  society 
than  that  of  an  obscure  individual  ?    Would  the 

? gentleman,  to  purify  a  stream^  cast  his  corrective 
nto  the  ocean  where  it  empties,  or  into  the  fonn* 
tain  where  it  originated?  I  presume,  into  the 
fountain.  And^  %\t^  upon  the  same  principle,  if 
the  public  opinion  is  corrupt,  let  the  correction 
commence  here— in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  Let  the  stream  be  purified.  Here.  I 
wish  to  record  my  vote  against  an  act  so  innu- 
man  and  wicked.  A  crime  which  I  detest  with 
all  the  powers  of  my  soul.  But,  sir,  as  my  de- 
sire is  to  accommodate  the  feelings  of  gentlemen, 
I  will  withdraw  the  resolution  and  submit  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Blr.  M.  then  offered  the  following,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

ffcssfocif.  That  the  Committea  on  the  Jadidaiy  be 
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iBUitracted  to  ioqiiire  into  the  eAwdioncj  of  pionding, 
by  law,  for  the  pnniahnwnt  of  tU  penoae  ooncerned  in 
duelUng  within  the  District  of  Colnmbia. 


Wednebdat,  February  10. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill^ei^titled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary  of  War  to  appoint  an  additional  agent  for 
paying  pensions  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
tq  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Ring  and  Lath?r  Fr ink," 
reported  the  same  with  amendments  \  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
^  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienev  of  placing  Thos. 
Lucas  on  the  pension  list,"  made  a  report  \  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  same  comoaittee,  whp 
were  instructed,  bv  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^ 
'4o  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  upon  the  pension 
list  Abraham  Edwards,  a  mariner  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  who  is  now  insane,  and  in  such  reduced  cir- 
cumstances as  to  need  the  assistance  of  his  coun- 
XriP  made  a  report;  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  th«  peti- 
tion of  William  Edgar  and  Alexander  Maeomb, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition  and  documents. 

Mr.  MoBBoW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
lAudsj  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in 
making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices  \  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL)  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
William  Thornton,  reported  a  bill  relative  to  the 
Patent  Office,  and  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
thereof  J  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  *^  concerning  the  widows  of  the  militia," 
(granting  five  years'  pension  to  the  widows  of 
such  of  the  militia  as  died  within  four  months 
after  their  return  home,  of  disease  contracted  in 
service;)  and,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  Laoook,  the  bill 
was  posti>oned  a  day  beyond  the  session,  and  of 
course  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  the  not,  entitled 
'An  aet  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  An  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  vacant  and  un- 
appropriated land  within  the  same,  passed  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  1806;"  a  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  to  Mthorice  the  Seetctafy  of  Wiirto^teaiky 


a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  laving  in  Jefferson  county,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia ;''  and  a  Mil,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Minis,  and  others ;"  and,  also^  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  transmission  of  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  free  of  postage;  in  which  bills 
and  resolutions  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  milking  ap* 
propriations  to  carry  into  effect  treaties  concluded 
with  several  Indian  tribes  therein  mentioned; 
and,  no  amendmetit  having  been  made,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Pettibone;  and,  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  waa  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  supplementarv  to  an  act,  naased  the 
lecond  day  or  March,  1807,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 

Srohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United 
Itates,"  was  read  the  second  time. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  payment  of  certain  bills  drawn 
by  Qeneral  Armstrong  in  favor  of  William  Mor- 
gan  f  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 
The  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 

Sunishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Uaited 
tates,  and  for  other  purposes,  waa  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

STATUS  OP  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  providiiy  for  the  erection  of  an  eques- 
trian statue  of  Ueneral  Wabbihotoh,  in  purau- 
ance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  1783. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  5th  of  March,  (to  reject 
it,)  with  a  view  of  then  moving  for  estimates  of 
expense,  dbe.,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  at  the 
next  session;  which  motion  was  decided  bj  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tbab — Messrs.  Bsibonr,  Burrill,  Ciittandeiiy  Dick- 
erson,  Edwards,  Eppes,  Lacock,  Leske,  Maoon,  Mor> 
row,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roberto,  Rugglesb  Tatt»  Taylor, 
Williams  of  Massadmsetts,  and  Wilsmir— 18. 

Nats  Messrs.  Daggett,  Eaton,  Foi^ytfa»  Framen- 
tin,  Goldsborongh,*  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johasm,  King, 
Mellen,  Monil,  Otis,  Benibrd,  Btohee,  TkJbol,  Tkho- 
nor,  Van  Dyke,  and  WlUiaaa  of  Tsnaeiiee    le. 
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Ths  Scmie  heii^  equaUir  diviiM  oa  the  qnt t* 
tkm,  tife  Pbisisent  ga^e  tbe^Mtiag  vote  igiiiiar 
postpooing  tiM  bill,  ftwi  tli«  notion  w«b  ae«or^ 
loglf  nemtxred. 

After  farther  debate  as  to  the  amouBt  aeeeBsa* 
ry  to  be  appropriated  for  the  objeet,  the  bin  waa 
laid  orer  oatil  to>morrow. 


Tbursdat,  February  11. 

The  bill,  eatitled  '*Ao  act  to  amesd  the  act  sop- 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issae  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  settle  the  chiiins  to  vacant  and  unappro- 
priated  land  within  the  same,  passed  the  18tn  of 
ApriL  1806,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

The  biJKentitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  war  to  conrey  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land 
beloaghig  te  the  Uaittd  mate%  lyinf^ia  Jefierson 
eovnty,  ift  the  Slate  of  ▼trgiiiiii,''  waa  read  tb« 
second  time,  and  relened  »  the  Committee  on 
Httitary  Aflaira. 

T^e  bilK  entitM  '^An  act  for  tbeTdief  of  buee 
Bfim's^  ana  other^^  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
T^emd  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOBOuoa,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claitasj  leporied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
and  JameaOrookf ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read 
by  ooaaimow  oonaettt. 

Mr.  GoLoraoRonoH,  from  the  same  commit* 
tee,  icptttwl  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Brown, 
and  otners;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  seeont  readiaff, 

Mr.  MottBow,  tram  the  Committee  on  Poblie 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  rerlTe  theiMwers  of  the 
commissioners  for  ascertaining  ana  deciding  on 
datmj  lo  kad  in  the  dislriol  of  Detroit^aod  for 
seicliag  tha  dmimai  to  land  at  Green  B^  and 
Rratrie  dw  Ghtea,  in  the  Territory  of  Miahigaa  t 
and  the  biU  mm  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond 
reading. 

MhJoiHHio^,  presented  the  memorial  of  Hya; 
einthe  Bernard,  of  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  con^ 
ilrmed  in  his  title  lo  certain  land,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pnbiie  Laada» 

The  FaMBtvtMT  commumcated  the  memoiitl 
of  Jooeph  Xjdttmaa,  prajing  indemnity  for  prop- 
erty of  whieh  he  was  lUegaiUy  deprired  by  the 
Senate  of  Hasabaig.  as  staled  ia  me  memorial} 
vhich  wae  rtmdf  and  reiiicred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  HoRTBii  presented  the  memorial  of  Hat- 
iJianiel  Cattingi  praying  additional  compensation, 
in  consideration  of  his  ^*long"  and  "faithful"  pnb- 
Ue  serriecs,  as  stated  io  the  mesaorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  r^erred  to  the  Committee  of  Ciaims. 

Mr«  WiLUAMa,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Raohed,  That  die  fiecietary  of  tiie  Txaasvy  ley 
Mire  the  Senatflb  as  eariy  in  their  next  ssMion  as 
|neCieable»  en  ahatiaeiaf  all  bonds  for  dntifls  on  mer- 
i^ndiee  imported  into  the  United  filatae,  which  shall 
beeoane  payaUtf,  and  lemain  unpaid  on  the  thir- 

15th  CoK.  2d  Ss8s.— 8 


tieth  day  of  September  nejits. e;dliMtiag»  in  snohab^ 
•tract,  the  date. of  saoh  bondt  and  the  lime  whan  it  be- 
came payable,  its  amount,  the  name  of  the  obtigon, 
dwlingnishifig  princ^als  from  sureties,  and  the  distriel 
of  tbs  enstoms m  which  taken}  together  vnik saeh  in» 
fonaation  as  will  rfiow  how  mndi  or  what  paita  el 
snch.bottde  are  irreeoverable  and  loat  io  the  United 
Stotes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  Cornelia  Schoonmaker, 
widow  and  administratrix,  and  Peter  Marios 
Qreen,  administrator  of  Zachariah  Schooamaker, 
deceased,  late  paymaster  of  the  second  regiment 
of  United  States  vc^anteer  artillery ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  WiLaoN,  the  farther  c6osideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  tbe  5th  day  of  Hanrcb 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afikirs,  to 
wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harbaugh  and 
Potter;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  peti- 
tioners had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands;  the  bill  providing  for  tbe  correc- 
tion of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the 
land  offices ;  and  the  bill  relative  to  the  Patent 
Office,  and  the  salarv'  of  the  superintendent  there- 
of:  were  respectively  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Rebeeca 
Hof^son,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  praviuff 
payment  for  the  ralue  of  a  certaio  house  wnicS 
was  consumed  by  fire,  whilst  in  the  occupation  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  Wftr 
Office  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in  tbe  year 
1800,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  readj 
and  referred  to  tbe  Cotnmitlee  of  Claims. 

The  following  Message  waa  received  from  the 
PnxainnMT  of  tha  UniTan  SisftTia : 
To  the  SenaU  and  Houn  of 

I  amnaflrit  to  Congieae,  ftr  dnlr  cohsMavntkaif  ap 
plioatletta  wUsh  have  been  ieeei<ved  ftem  tiie  Miniilea 
Rerfdent  ef  Amnria,  and  ftam  tfie  Senatoie  of  Ihe 
Free  and  Hanesetie  daeeof  Haialwrg  and  Bieme% 
the«b|eclofwhfchi%4bnihe  adwabtafee  seeaied  by' 
the  aet  ef  Oengveas  ef' 90A  April  bat,  lo  thevaaesid 
and  metelMdise  ef  the  Nalhariands,  staonUbe  eortSMd^ 
ed  to  thoee  of  ftraasia,  Hambmg,  and  Bsemen.  il 
wittrtpear  fiom  these  deenmean^  that  the  veeesU'Of 
Ihe  Ua&ed  itatos,  and  the  aierehandiao  laden  in  thaa^, 
axtsy  in  the  peiteof  those  QovefanientB,'iespeattvtl# 
entitled  to  the  same  advantages,  in  teopeot  to  fanpevft 
and  dalica»  as  thoae  of  the  netieo  podigeets  ef  ti^^cenn- 
triea  tbsmseivsak  The  prhidple  ef  reeipiecity  appeaii 
to  entitle  thorn  tethe  rstnm  of  the  aama  favor,  on  the 
paxt  of  the  United  States,  and  I  lecommend  itto  CoB» 
gross,  that  prevision  to  that  ciftei  may  bo  BMde. 

IAMBS  MONROB. 

FaBETJABT  U,  1819. 

The  Message  together  with  tbe  accompanyiog 
documents,  were  read*  and  referred  to  the  Cfom- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  foUowiog  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  Peebideht  op  tbb  Umitsp  STATse ; 
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tb  the  Senate  ondHtnue  of 

RepreBentativei  of  the  United  Staiei  .* 

I  tnntmit  to  CongreM,  a  eo|iy  of  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Bibb,  to  Major  General  Jackaon,  connected  with 
the  late  militory  operationa  in  Florida.  Thia  letter 
kad  been  mialaid,  or  it  would  haTC  been  commnnicated 
with  the  other  doenmenti  at  the  oMnmeneement  of 
the  ■ciiiion 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WABBiveTov,  February  6,  1819. 

The  Message  together  with  the  aecompanyiDg 
letter,  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLBOif  iubmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Seeohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  procnra, 

Ibr  the  use  of  the  Senate, oofMea  of  the  memorial 

of  William  Jonea.  lato  PreaideBt  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutea,  to  the  House  of  RepreaenUtiTes  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  preaented  to  that  bodj  on  the  8th 
iaatanty  with  the  documents  annexed  thereto. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  treaties  coocludea  with  sereral  Indian  tribes 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Pettibone  was 
read  a  third  ttme,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  directing  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by  General  Armstrong, 
in  favor  of  William  Morgan,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fbomentin  presented  the  petition  of  Lab- 
edoyere  de  Kermion,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
paying  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  during  the 
inrasion  of  said  State  by  the  enemy  in  the  Win- 
ter of  1814-'ld,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
wasread,and  referred  to  the  Committee  of.Claims. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  supplementary  to  the  acts  concerning  the 
coasting  trade. 

[Thia  bill  providea-^l.  That,  ibr  the' mere  conTeni- 
ent  regubilion  of  the  coaating  tiade,  the  eeacoast  and 
MTigable  rivers  ef  the  Uniled  Stotea  be  dinded  into 
lour  great  districta;  tiie  fiiit  lo  include  all  the  distticta 
on  the  aeaooaat  and  navigable  rivtia,  between  the 
eastern  limils  of  the  United  States  and  the  weatem 
liBUta  of  Rhode  Island ;  the  aeoond  to  iaduda  all  the 
diatricts  between  the  western  limiU  of  Rhode  Island 
and  the  aouthem  limits  of  Virginia ;  the  thiid  to 
indttde  all  the  distriots  between  the  southern  liauta  of 
Virginia  and  the  aouthem  lindta  of  Geeigias  and  the 
fourth  to  include  all  the  diatiiets  between  the  river 
Perdido  and  the  western  limita  of  the  United  Statea. 

S.  That  every  ahip  or  vessel  of  the  burden  of  twenty 
tons  or  upwardsy  licensed  lo  trade  between  the  dil&r^ 
ent  districts  of  the  United  States,  is  anthorixod  to  carry 
on  such  tiada  between  the  diatricta  included  within 
the  aforesaid  great  districts  reapectively,  in  manner* 
and  aubject  only  to  the  regulations  that  are  now  by 
law  required  to  be  observed  by  such  ships  or  vessels  in 
trading  from  one  district  to  another  in  the  same  State, 
or  from  a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district  in  the  next 
adjoining  State. 

8.  That  every  ship  or  vessel  of  the  burden  of  twenty 
tons  or  upwarda,  Ucensed  to  trade  as  aforesaid,  ia 
nquired,  in  trading  from  one  to  another  diatrict,  to 
eonfonn  to  and  observe  the  regulations  that,  at  the  time 


of  pasaing  this  act,  are  required  to  beobaerved  hyandh 
vessels  in  trading  from  a  diatrict  in  one  State  to  a  dk- 
tiiot  in  any  other  than  an  adjoining  State. 

4.  That  the  trade  between  the  districta  not  iadnded 
in  any  of  the  four  great  diatricta  aforesaid^  ahall  con- 
tinue to  be  carried  on  in  the  manner,  and  aafcjeei  to 
the  regulations,  already  provided  for  thia  pvipoae.] 

The  bill  received  some  amendments,  not  affect- 
ing its  principle,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engroased 
for  a  third  reading. 

STATUE  OP  WASHlNOTOIf . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considetaiion  of  the 
bill  for  the  erection  of  an  equestrian  statue  of 
General  Gbobob  WABBtNOTOic,  in  the  Capitol 
square. 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  5tk 
day  of  March,  (to  reject  it ;)  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negatire,  by  yeas  and  aaya,  as 
follows : 


Ybas— Messrs.  Barbour,  BurriJI,  CrittondeB,  IHA- 
ersout  Eppes,  Lacock,  Leakey  Macon,  Meevow,  Noti^ 
Otia,  Roberta,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Wilaea— IB.       . 

NAva— Meeera.  Daggett,  Eaton,  Poisjihi,  Fgoien 
tin,  Ooldaborough,  Horsayv  Hunter,  JohnaoA,  King; 
McUen,  Morril,  Sanford,  Stokea,  Storer,  Talbol,  Tich* 
enor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williama  ofTsnnaasss     1&. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daqqbtt,  the  lull  wai 
amended,  by  adding  a  proviso,  that,  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  find  that  tne  oaonament  would  cost 
more  than  $150,000,  the  asm  ap|>ropriatcd.  he 
should  not  proceed  to  execute  the  act,  bttt  make  a 
report  of  the  estimated  cost  to  the  next  eeasion  of 
Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  rend  a  third 
time,  and  decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
aa  follows : 


Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Dag- 
gett, Dickeraon,  Fromentin,  GoUaboroQgh,  Honey, 
Hunter,  Jobnaon,  King,  Leake,  Melloa,  Merril,  Otis, 
Sanford,  Stokee^  Storer,  Talbot»  Thomap,  TSdMtnoa, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Williama  of  Tenneeeee— SS. 

NATO— Meaars.  Eaton,  Edwarda,  Eppea^  PoriTtli. 
Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Palmer,  Roberta,  BBggle% 
Tait,  Taylor,  Wflliama  of  Misaiasippi,  and  WHeoa— 14, 


Fbioat,  Febraary  13. 

Mr.  Bppbb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finuiee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
pro? idiog  additional  penalties  for  false  entries  for 
the  benefit  of  drawbaek,  or  bounty  on  exporta* 
tion,"  reported  the  same  without  amcndmeat; 
and  it  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  thi 
Whole ;  and  no  amendment  having  beea  made 
it  was  reported  to  the  Hooae»  and  passed  to  a  thiti 
reading. 

Mr.  Goi^osBOBOUdH,  from  the  Commlitec  o 
Claims,  to  whom  wss  referred  the  bill,  eaiitM 
**Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Harold  8myth,^  reporter 
the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motioa  by  Mr.  Golasbobodgb,  I  be  Con 
miuee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  ahe  peti 
tion  of  Richard  L  Jones,  and  also  the  peaitioa  < 
Marf  Cassin,  were  discharged  from  the  fortb* 
cooeideraiion  thereof  respectiTeiy^  and  ahe  pei 
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tionen  had  lemve  to  withdrew  their  papere ;  and 
the  aaid  eommiitee,  to  whom  was  reierred  the 
memorial  of  Joseph  Krittman,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  coosideraCion  thereof,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatlops. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Brown,  and 
others,  wss  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  WiuiON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de 
Kermiooj  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Oo  motion  bf  Mr.  Stoabr, 

Retohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  be  is  herehj,  jreqaested  to  procure 
the  cession  of  jurisdiction  in  and  over  inch  mili- 
tary and  naTai  sites  as  hare  been  or  may  be  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  where 
such  cession  has  not  already  been  made. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  yesterday,  calling  for  an  abstract  of  all 
hoods  for  duties  on  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  which  shall  have  become  pay- 
able and  remain  unpaid  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember next ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


of  Peter  Francisco ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  concerning 
the  coasting  trade  was  read  a  third  time,  ana 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa 
act  concerning  inralid  pensions;"  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Kenzie  and  Forsyth,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims;  and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  amended; 
and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

act  for  the  relief  of  Adam  Kingsley,  Thomas 

French,  and  Charles  6.  Leonard ;"  and  no  amend- 

I  ment  baring  been  made,  the  bUi  was  reported  to 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  I  the  House,  and  it  paased  to  a  third  reading. 


report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefebre ;  where- 
upon, on  motion  by  Mr.  JoHziaoif^tbe  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to 
the  petitioner  the  amount  claimed,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  may  be  supported  by  satisfiactory  eri- 
dence  that  the  property  destroyed  was  taken  by 
the  authority  of  the  commanding  officer,  and 
prorinff  the  several  articles,  and  the  amount 
thereof 

The  bill  to  erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  in  the  Capitol  square,  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  RuauLES. 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  the  5th  day  of  March  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negatire — yeas  13,  nays  21,  as 
follows: 

Tba»— MesRs.  Eaton,  Edwards,  Eppss,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Monow,  NobU,  Otis,  Roberts,  Rugglas,  Tay- 
lor, WUliams  of  Misrissippt,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— MessiB.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Dag* 
^t^  FromenCin,  Goldsboiongh,  Horsr^,  Hanter,  John- 
son, Kingf  Lesike,  MeUen,  Morril,  Banlbrd,  Blokes^ 
Btorer,  Talbot,  Themes,  Tiehenor,  Van  Dyke^  and 
WUliama  of  TeoaeMee. 

On  the  question,  **  Shall  this  bill  passF  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative.  So  it  was  resolved, 
that  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be. 
**An  act  to  erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  Qenerai 
Washinffton  in  the  Capitol  square." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  yesterday,  for  procuring  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate  —  copies  of  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Jones,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
tbe  doouments  annexed  thereto;  and  the  blank 
having  been  filled  with  ^five  hundred,"  on  the 
question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  In 
the  negative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  in  the  case 


Mr.  CaiTTaHDBif  presented  the  petition  of  Ar^ 
chibald  Felts,  praying  for  a  pension  in  considera-^ 
tion  of  services  rendered  during  the  Revolution* 
ary  war.  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  ana  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Oria  presented  the  memorial  of  Benjamin 
Dearborn,  praying  Congress  to  take  into  eonsid* 
eration  an  invention  for  propelling  wheel  carri- 
ages, which  would  insura  greater  security  against 
robbery,  and  promote  celerity  of  movement,  as 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

The  PniainBRT  communicated  the  petition  of 
William  Chivvis,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Davis  ;**  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Pool;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholejthe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  Eastern  Branch  of  Potomae,  from  the 
southern  termination  of  Eleventh  street  east,  in 
the  City  of  Washington;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
I  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
the  claim  of  Aleaaoder  Macomb  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  tno 
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House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  aod  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  B.  and  P.  Jonrdan,  brothers;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  concerning  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas 
Turner,  deceased ;"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  ^e  order  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Michael  Hogan ;  and  no  amendment  haviog 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Housoi  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Edward  MeCarty ;  and  no  amend- 
ment haying  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  he  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  B^esentatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  Qoremment,"  with  amendments  $  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The?  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
reli«  of  Joseph  Wheaton;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
GoTernment,  for  the  year  1819;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  iaereaee  the 
salaries  of  certain  officers  of  GtoTerament,"  were 
read ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  post* 
poned  to,  and  made  the  order  of  Um  day  for, 
Tifte^y  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WnoicL  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  ben* 
efit  of  Jiacob  Puriihill;  and  the  further  sonsidera-* 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  nest. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Bppae.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill,  further  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  da* 
ties  on  tonnage,^'  passed  on  the  second  dsy  of 
March,  1799;  and  the  biU  was  read,  aad  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  PaEeiuBNT  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Society  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the 
promotion  of  American  manufactures,  praying 

grotectioni  and  tbe  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
*rred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man* 
ufaetures. 

The  p£JE»inBNT  also  communicated  the  gene- 1 
cal  account  of  the  Treasurer  ()f  the  United  States,  | 


from  the  first  of  January,  1817,  to  the  first  of  Joly, 
1818,  as  also  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Nary 
Departments,  from  the  first  of  October,  1817,  to 
the  first  of  October,  1818,  together  with  the  re- 
ports thereon;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLaoif,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Vincent 
Grant,  of  Bnfialo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  hj  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  report  and  bill 
were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  secoad 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  LabedoyereEermion 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  FaoxfiiTiM  stibmitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Eaohedf  That  the  Library  Committee  be  instnict> 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  piopriety  of  ftirthcr  extending 
the  privilege  of  using  this  books  in  the  Lifaraiy  of  Ceo- 


The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph  Wheaton,''  was  read  the  second  u'me,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Goyernment  for  the  year 
1819,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aad  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  revire  the  power  of  the  Commit- 
sioners,  for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claiois 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  aad  for  settUog 
the  claims  to  land  at  Green  Bay  aad  Prairie  da 
Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  mm  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  oi 
Adam  Kingsly,  Thomas  French,  and  Charles  S. 
Leonard^"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hen- 
ry Davis,"  was  read  a  third  timcL  aad  panwd. 

The  bUl,  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  reli^of  Ben- 
jamin Pool,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled.  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Kenxie  and  Forsyth,"  was  read  a  third  time,  aad 
passed  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  additioaal 
penalties  for  false  entries  Ipr  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back or  bounty  on  eaporution,"  wu  read  a  third 
tiiM  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Alaxandst 
Macevib  to  a  iraet  of  lead  ia  the  Texritory  of 
Michigan  was  read  a  third  tiuMLaadpaaaed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  £L  awl  pTXh 
brothers,  was  read  a  third  ttme,  aad  paaaed. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Michael  Ho^aa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  McCarty 
was  read  a  third  time,  aad  passed. 

The  Vice  PaEsiosNT  of  tbe  United  States  hav- 
ing retired  from  the  Chair,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  President,  pro  temporej  when 
Mr.  Baebodb,  of  Virginia,  was  duly  elecced,  suid 
took  tbe  Cbair  accordingly,  from  whence  he 
made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate  for  the 
honor  conferred  on  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bubbill,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Secreury  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  electioo  of 
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Mr.  BABWia  sf  Pntideiit  fro  UmjfQn  of  tiw 
SeDsre,  and  thmt  be  make  a  eioBiiar  eoaanuDka- 
u'on  CO  tiie  Hooae  of  RepreienutiTef • 

A  meange  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatirea 
iafosmad  tae  Senate  that  the  Hoaae  hare  paieed 
%  b3l|  enlMed  ''Aa  aet  ooncaraiog  the  aUewaaee 
ef  peasiaaa  apon  a.  relinqoishoMot  of  bouatr 
lands  f»  a  bill,  eatitM  <<Aa  aet  for  the  reUef  of 
Henry  fiatnan;"  and  a  resokrtion  for  the  •!>• 
pointmeat  of  a  joint  coaanasttee,  to  mqaSie  into 
and  rtfoit  what  auhjacia  it  will  be  peoper  to  aet 
•a  dnna^  the  fweseat  aeaeioa  \  in  whiea  hiibaad 
resolatioa  thej  request  tha  oottcaneDoe  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  hills  and  resolution  latt  mentioaod 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeend  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilsom,  the  said  resolatien 
was  lead  the  aacood  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
aad  considered  aa  In  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  no  amfidmant  hariag  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  passed  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  ooivieat. 
and  passed;  and  Messrs.  BuaaiLL,  Moaaow,  ana 
Gaill4Bd,  were  appointed  the  committee  oa  the 
part  of  thie  Senate, 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
HThole,  the  consideiation  of  the  billj  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  build  a  bridge 
orer  the  Eastem  Branch  of  the  PotovMC,  from 
ikt  southern  termination  of  Blerenth  stieet  eaat« 
in  the  City  of  Washington;"  and,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  it  waa  reported  to  the  Hoose,  and 
the  amandmentB  oidered  to  be  engroased,  and  the 
bOl  read  a  third  time  as  ameaded. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideradon  of  the  bill  m^ng  fur- 
ther piorision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands ; 
aad,  the  bill  baring  been  amendeo,  the  further 
eonaidemtion  thereof  waapostpooed  to,  aad  made 
the  Older  of  the  day  for,  Wedaesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eaiiaideEation  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  heirs  and  Iqi^tees  of  Thcmas 
Turner,  deeeaaed;"  Had,  no  amendment  hatiaf^ 
been  made,  it  Waa  re^rted  to  the  Houae,  aad  it 
passed  to  a  third  readmg. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comauttae  of  the 
Wholes  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  conoemiog  inralid  pensions  f  and  the  further 
eonsideratioo  thereof  was  poetpoaed  until  Blon- 
day  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organisation  of  the  Military  Academy;  and  the 
farther  oonsidermtien  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

The  Senau  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
lyhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
part  of  an  act  passed  on  the  27ch  day  of  Februa- 
ry, 1813,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Fridny  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ta  Coiamittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
ha  location  of  certain  sectioas  of  knds,ta  be 


granted  for  (he  seat  of  government  in  the  State 
of  Indiana;  and,  no  amendment  baring  beat 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  allowing  further  time  to  complete  the  iasning 
and  loeatiag  of  mUitary  land  warrants;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  QoLDSBonouGH.  from  the.  Comauttae  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Lefebre;  and  the  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tae 
second  reading. 


TusaoAT,  February  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Maoom,  the  Committee  on 
Foieiga  Relatiens,  to  whom  waa  referred  the 


murial  of  Joseph  Krittman.  were  discharged  firom 
the  further  considemtton  taereo^  and  it  was  re» 
ferred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  caasidar  and 
renof  t  tharaon  to  the  Hennte. 

Mr.  Maooh,  feom  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill,  ia  addition  to  ''An  aot 
coneerning  tannage  and  discriauaattng  duties  in 
certain  cases;" ami  the  bill  waa  read,  and  pamed 
totheaeooad  raading. 

Mr.  WittLtAiia,  of  Mimiasippi^  preaanted  tha 

Ctition  of  John  Linion,  of  the  citv  of  New  Or-' 
insj  praying  the  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  a 
eertam  lot  of  mond,  aa  etated  in  the  petition; 
which  waa  roKU 

Mr.  Ronaara  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Select  and  Common  Coimoils  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, praying  an  eaeemption  from  duty,  on 
the  imporutioa  of  certain  cast-iron  pipas,  ta  be 
anbefitoted  in  pl«^e  of  wooden  pipcB^  at  pr^aeot 
used  for  thepwfoae  of  wateriag  the  eity ;  aad 
the  memorial  was  read,  aad  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Jamea 
Smith  and  others,  praying  compensation  for  prop- 
erty of  #hich  they  were  wrongfully  dispossessed 
by  the  authority  of  France^  and  for  the  detention 
of  it  from  the  year  1807,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  Kiifo  presented  the  petition  of  the  atock- 
holderaof  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  Totk,  deprecating  the  abro- 
gation of  the  \iaaii  charter,  and  praying  that 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  Congress  to  restore 
the  hank  to  the  ctmfidenee  of  the  public ;  and  the 
peiitjk»ii  was  rend* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Vah  Dvu  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fensioas,  to  whom  ams  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Langston,  were  dischaiged  fram 
the  farther  consideration  thereof;  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  entitled  "Au  act  concerning  the  al- 
lowance of  pensions,  upon  a  relinquishment. of 
bounty  lands,"  was  read  the  second  (ime,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.        .... 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
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Hcary  Batmas  was  read  ib«  teeood  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vineent  Grant  was 
read  the  seeood  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebre  was 
read  the  neeoad  time. 

The  Seoate  resumed  the  eonstderatioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  ease  of  Peter  Francisco ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Qeaeral  to  con- 
tract, as  in  other  cases,  for  carrying  the  mail  in 
steamboats  between  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentoc- 
ky;"  togetnerwith  theamendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ar- 
chibald Felts,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  with- 
draw  his  petition.  The  report  and  resolution 
were  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  in- 
atructing  them  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  to  employ 
an  armed  guard  for  protection  of  the  mails  ot  the 
United  States,  on  such  mail  routes  as  he  may 
deem  necessary,"  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  the  following  resolution: 

Memtioedf  That  it  is  not  ezpedisnt  to  suthoiisa  the 
Postmaster  Genersl  to  employ  an  simed  guard  for  the 
piotection  of  the  mails  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  tbe  House  of  Representatires  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  certain  officers  of  Qovernment." 

Co  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  that  the  said 
amendments  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
with  instractions  '*  to  provide  for  an  increase  of 
the  salaries  of  the  district  judges,*'  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negati?e— yeas  16,  nays  21,  as 

follows : 

• 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Crittenden,  Diekerson*  Edwards, 
Eppes,  Gsillsrd»  Laoock,  Mscon*  NoUe,  Palmer,  Rug- 
gles^  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomsi^  Williams  of 
jdiisiSBippi,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  BairiU,  Daggett,  Eaton, 
FromenttD,  Goldsborongh,  HorMy,  Hunter,  Johnson, 
Xing,  Leake,  Mellea,  Morril,  Otis,  Roberts,  Sanford, 
Storer,  Tsit,  Tichenor,  Yni  Dyke,  and  Williams  of 
Tenn( 


On  the  question  to  sgree  to  the  second  amend- 
ment proposed,  as  follows : 

Line  9.  After  the  word  "dollsrs,"  inserty  «*to  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  five  thoosand  do!- 
Urs ;  and  to  esch  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Ststes,  four  thoosand  five  hnndred  dol- 
lais ;  and  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Geaeril,  mnd 
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five  huadrsd  dellsm  esch;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affinnatiYe— yens  21, 
naya  17,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Messrs.  Bsibour,  BuniD,  Daggett*  Fmm* 
entin,  Oaillard,  Goldsborottgli,  Honey,  Huntor,  Jolu> 
••a,  King,  Leake,  Mellen,  Otis,  Rugglea,  Santed, 
Btoicr,  Tsit,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wil- 
Uams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats— Messrs.  Crittenden,  Diekeraoo,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards,  Eppes,  Laoodcy  Maeon,  Morril,  Monvw,  NoU% 
Psimer,  Robetts,  Stohies,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Willisms  ef 
Missiasippi,  end  Wilsoe. 

The  other  amendmenu  ha?ing  been  agreed  to, 
it  was  resolred.  that  the  Senate  concur  in  all  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representacires  to 
said  bill. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  <*An  act 
to  incorporate  a  compajr  to  build  a  bridge  orer 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  between 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets  east,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,**  haring  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engromed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  actconcemiog  the  hetn 
and  legatees  of  Thomas  Turner,  deceased,"  wts 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  allowing  further  time 
to  complete  the  issoiog  and  locating  of  miliury 
land  warrants/*  was  read  a  third  time,  aad 
passed. 

The  bill  respecting  the  location  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  lands  to  be  granted  for  tbe  sent  of  gor- 
ernment  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  of  yesterday,  for  instructing  the  Library 
Committee  to  inqnire  into  the  propriety  ef  fat- 
ther  extending  the  privilege  of  using  the  books 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Denis  de  la  Ronde;  and  do  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  the  armv  when  employed  on  fatigue 
duty ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Rees  Hill ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered , 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  j 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  beirsaod  legal  representatives  of  Nicholtf  | 
Vreeland,  deceased  i  and  no  amendment  haviof 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the; 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authoriziag 
the  purchase  of  live-oak  timber  for  naval  par- 
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poses;  aad  no  ameodawiit  i»Yiiig  been  made,  it 
was  rpported  to  the  House,  aad  ordered  to  be  ea- 
grosMd,  aotl  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  retomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Jersey ;"  and 
no  amendment  harinff  been  made,  ic  was  reported 
to  the  Hoose,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol€^  the  eoDsidention  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
ael making  proTision  for  the  claim  of  Bi.  Poirey  f^ 
and  no  ameodment  haying  been  mede,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  making  proTision  for  the  claim  of  M.  de  Vi- 
enne  f'  and  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Qabrii^  Qodfroy ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made^  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nathan  Ford ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  David  Henley ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  madc^  it  was  report^  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
Wilitam  Prottt  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  before 
the  circuit  court  Ibr  the  District  of  Columbia, 
against  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Build* 
ings^  and  to  direct  a  defence  therein ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Honse  j  and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 


WaoMsaDAT,  February  17. 

The  PaaaiDBirT  communicated  a  letter  from 
JoBM  FoaaTTB,  notifying  the  resignation  of  his 
seat  in  the  Senate }  and  the  letter  was  read  ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  President  was  re- 
quested to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Qeorgia,  of  this  resignation. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
tilled  *' An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1799,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  ^'An  act  concerning 
tonnage  and  discriminatiog  duties  in  certain 
casesy^  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Hall  Jervey»  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  provision  for 


the  claim  of  M.  Poirey"  was  read  a  third  time^ 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision 
for  the  claim  of  M.  de  Vienne"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States;"  and  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Callan  ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qo LOSBoaouoH,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
and  James  Crooks ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la 
Ronde  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  army,  when 
employed  on  fatigue  duty,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rees  Hill  was  read 
aahird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  decent, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  live  oak 
timber  for  naval  purposes  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Qodfroy  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  William  Prout  to  insti* 
tute  a  bill  in  equity  before  the  circuit  court  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  against  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Buildings,  and  to  direct  a  defence 
therein,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Henley  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  SEMINOLE  WAB. 

Mr.  Lacook  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Uuohfcd,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee 

already  appointed  on  the  sabject  of  the  Seminole  war« 

in  the  place  of  the  hooorable  Mr.  Foksttb,  who  has 

recently  been  appointed  to  a  foreign  mission. 

After  considerable  debate,  Mr.  Eaton  moved 
to  postpone  the  motion  to  the  5th  day  of  March 
next,  [to  defeat  it,]  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  if  not  a  deviation  from  the  line  of  its 
duty,  to  enter  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
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into  aD  tn?flfetigttioii  and  debate  on  this  iabjact, 
which,  after  a  debate  of  UDezampled  leogtb,  had 
been  fiolemnly  decided  on  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
ceseatatiTes.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  noth* 
ing  more  was  proposed,  in  this  instance,  tliao 
was  on  other  occasions  considered  as  matter  of 
«onrse.  When  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a 
public  officer  or  officers,  was  asked  from  a  re- 
apectable  source,  it  was  Inrariably  granted ;  and 
it  would  be,  it  was  said,  no  more  than  consistent 
with  sdf-respect,  to  prosecute  to  some  result  the 
inquiry  already  commenced  in  this  case.  This 
iQotitm  to  postpone  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  21  to  Id,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Mmses.  Crittenden,  Bickerson,  Baton,  £d- 
wsids,  Fromentin,  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Momw, 
Otis,  Rngglss,  Saafoid,  Stokes,  Storer,  Williams  of 
Ifissksippi,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messtt.  Batfaonr,  Bunill,  Daggett,  Eppes, 
Chdlkid,  GolUeroQgh,  Hoia^,  Hm&ter,  Laooek, 
liaooB,  MeUsta,  Noble,  Psbner,  Bobsrts,  Tait,  Talbofp 
Tnier,  ThoaisB,  Tishanor,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiUfians 
of  Tennessee. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Lacook  to  fill  up  the  com- 
mittee was  oppoaed,  «id  of  Mr.  Batch  to  post- 
pone the  proceedings,  was  supported  by  Blessrs. 
Om,  Kator,  and  Fbombrtik;  on  the  other  side 
wereMemrs.  Lacock,  Eppbs,  Bubrill,  Talbot. 
GoLUSBOROixoH.  and  Macoh.  It  ants  contoBded 
by  the  former,  that,  withiNit  deciding  upon  the 
right  of  the  Senate,  abstractly,  lo  institute  in- 
qniriea  into  the  coninet  of  pablic  officers,  or  to 
caeq^ise  a  oanaorial  power  in  other  cases  than 
those  of  impeachment,  it  was  sufficient  to  show 
^mx,  in  this  inslaiMe,  such  ba  interference  wosld 
be  entirely  inexpedient.  For,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  oommanding  officer  in  the  Seminole  war 
hBd  beaii  at  least  eoKused  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  aad  that,  so  far  as  that  geBeiai 
oiSeer  was  eensuiBd,  tiiere  was  no  difierence  be- 
tween prerious  orders  and  a  subsequent  eseofle 
or  justification.  In  either  case,  the  mantle  of 
hia  superior  officer  was  a  screen  for  him ;  and,  if 
the  Executive  gorernment  had  thus  assumed  the 
responsibility  without  auffieient  motires  and  rea- 
•BBS,  persons  other  thau  General  Jackson  micht 
he  held  to  aaawer  before  the  Seaate  in  aaotlier 
OBpBcity,aiid  that  this  body  might  thus  be  placed 
in  a  situation  of  embarrassment,  unAiTorable  to 
a  just  and  impartial  discharge  of  judieial  duties. 
That  if  this  were  true  in  ordinary  cases,  it  was 
most  emphatically  so  ia  the  present  iBstance. 
The  House  of  Repreaentatiyes  was  the  great 
inquest  and  Coostiuitional  accuser  of  the  nation. 
And,  after  a  most  laborious  inirestigation  and 
debate,  had  decided  in  favor  of  a  not.  pro9.  It 
would  seem  then  to  betray  a  great  eagerness  to 
exercise  the  faculty  of  censure  and  condemna- 
tion, to  pursue  a  supposed  delinquent  after  that 
House  had  rejected  a  bill  of  indictment.  The 
Senate  would  be  placed  in  an  unfavorable  and 
undignified  attitude — ^be  chargeable  with  a  spirit 
of  persecution,  and  would  separate  themselves, 
Bot  only  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
from  the  people,  and  excite,  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
olpal  party,  feelings  of  sympathy  that  would  de- 


feat the  object  of  eodiihitaag  tlsa  triamiik  of  the 
civil  over  the  military  power.  Many  iBmarks 
were  also  added  to  show  that  to  tefoae  to  fiH  up 
the  committee,  or  to  postpone  gentsBily,  or  to 
discharge  the  committee,  ware  equivmleal  rid- 
tioBs,  aad  ail  ia  perfect  conformity  with  eotrett 
and  dignified  prooecdings. 

On  ue  other  haad,  the  filling  up  the  coBomit- 
tee  was  supported  and  the  postponemoBC  reaistcd, 
upon  the  suggestion  that  the  eomnittce,  after 
making  prepress  in  their  uiq«irtes,  and  afW 
much  laborious  research,  aad  aitBr  a  najoniy 
of  them  were  agreed  ob  Dtaay  jboIbIb,  were  divh 
ded  upoB  others,  aad  that  the  SeBBte  was  baaad 
by  the  respect  due  to  itself  to  fill  up  the  vacBBcy 
and  not  stifle  the  report ;  and  that  aftatwards, 
upon  a  motioB  to  discharge  the  eomfluttee.  if  it 
should  be  offinred,  eoaclosive  Maaana  ahoiiid  be 
showa  agaiiLst  that  measure*  To  deeliaa  re* 
plaeiag  a  member,  whoae  aemimeatB  were  kaowa 
to  be  unfavorable  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Seaii- 
nolo  war,  aad  who  had  received  an  Saeeative 
appointment^  would  be  to  expose  the  motivas  of 
the  Executive  to  miseoaatrnetioa.  That  the 
Sesata  possessed  a  caacurreBt  right  with  the 
House  of  Represenutives  to  origiaala  any  ibtcs- 
tigation  iato  the  pcooaedia^of  pablia  oftceis, 
or  the  conduct  of  pubUe  affiiiia.  aad  waa  hoBBd 
as  BB  independent  hraach  of  tike  Le^btuse  lo 
discharce  its  duty,  without  any  refeeeaea  ta  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  to  which  ail  aUosioas 
were  uapitfiiamentary  and  io^iroper.  It  wss 
denied  to  be  the  correct  dootriae  that  a  milttaiy 
officer  is  in  all  casai  protected  by  tha  aanaaiand 
or  justifieattoa  of  his  superior  $  and,  if  it  weie 
true,  it  naight  be  better  to  disbaad  the  Army. 
That  the  preeeat  motnent  waa  Ikrombie  to  sns- 
tainiiur  and  defining  the  rights  of  tha  Saaaia 
Aad,  iaally,  that  it  woold  act  folknr  of  eoaiee 
that  the  present  proeeodiBga  woald  involve  a 
question  of  censore  or  approoatioB  of  anf  officer ; 
but  the  comiaittee  might  posems  evidcaca  (and 
it  was  suggested  that  they  did)  of  imgalantiei 
BOt  exhibited  to  the  Honae,  which  might  deoMBd 
lemlatiTO  iaterpoeition  and  reform. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  Eppbs  was  appointed  the  member. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sate  of  publio  lands;  and, 
after  debate,  the  Senate  adjouraed. 


TauRBBAT,  Fabniary  18. 

The  bill,  entided  <'Ab  act  for  the  relief  of  Pat- 
rick Caiian,"  was  tettd  the  second  time,  aad  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Clainu. 

Mr.  Otib  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  anthorize 
the  Presideat  of  the  Uaited  States  to  employ  the 
public  araned  vessels  in  protecting  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  from  piratical  ag- 
gression. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  eonsideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads,  on  the  subject  of  protecting  the 


241 


SESTDBY  OF  0QN&K1S& 


242 


FiBROOV,  IBia 


Arif  4f  iHiMc  I^ofMb. 


SlUAIPB 


of  tb«  IWled  €tait«s;  as^  the  former  e»a- 
sidmtioa  thereof  itas  poftponed  ttnfH  Monday 

Tlie  Senate  TCMtDcd,  as  in  Gommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsMeration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  sopj^nentaiy  to  the  aet  entitled  'An  act  to 
proTJde  for  the  prempc  settlemeat  of  poblic  ae- 
eoamf  and  no  Mnendtneat  having  been  made, 
it  WIS  tupomd  to  the  Hoase.  and  passed  to  a  third 
raiding. 

The  Senate  reaomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ciia  eoBatderatioa  of  the  bill  to  designate 
the  boBodaries  of  districts,  and  establish  land 
offisttfor  the  dasposal  of  the  pabiic  lands  not 
heretofore  ^Stted  €ar  sale  in  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana;  awi,  the  bill  baring  been  amended, 
it  wu  repoMA  to  the  Boose,  and  the  araeod- 
meots  being  eotteeited  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
foe  cBgrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  traoqwrtation  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  te  fatbev;  and  no  amendmem  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Honse. 

ODmetMNi  by  Bit.  Fbohbhtiit,  it  hariog  been 
agreed  to  talee  ttieqaestioii  on  passing  said  bill  to 
be  eogTMsed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  jeas  and 
nays,  on  his  motion  the  farther  consideration 
ihefeof  was  poatpooed  tmtil  Biooday  next. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands, repoeted  a^ biU  toaimtiiiae ta  Ibree for  a 
fiffther  aoae  ihe  act,  eatitted'^Aa  act  for  esiah* 
lishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  trifbes,afld 
for  other  pawpoaasf  and  the  biHwas  read  and 
piased  to  lie  second  readliyg. 

FUBIiC  LAND8. 

The  Senate  reoaoed,  as  ia  Comtnittce  of  the 
Whflie^  aheaonaidcnlioB  of  the  bill  makingfar- 
iher  proviaiaB  respeeling  the  aale  of  the  public 
ands. 

Mr.  fivwaBDa  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
leetion  of  the  bill,  which  provides  thai, 

"Cfedit  sImA  not*  be  aDowad  telhepaaahMo  money 
in  the  sale  of  any  of  the  public  leads  whfah  laa^  be 
old  aftsi  dia  •'"  day  of -^-^  aezt^  bal  evaity  pir- 
haser  of  hmd  sold  at  |i^lia«de  thessaAsif^  ahatt,  on 
be  dsLj  of  parnhaiSy  maha  eompktapayiasaS  thaaaftr ; 
ad  the  pnrehaaar  at  pijaata  aaieiiiatt  prodaee  ta  the 
agiater  of  the  lead  ottse  aeeeeipl  fiamtiieTiBasuier 
fthe  United  StaAai^  or  fiom  the  laoeaiar  of  puM&c 
loiieya  of  the  diatiicty  for  the  amount  of  fUfobase 
loney  on  any  tract,  before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at 
i$  land  office ;  and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest 
idder  at  a  public  sale  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to 
ake  payment  therefor  on  the  day  ou  which  the  same 
Is  poxdiased,  the  trad  shall  be  anin  ofleied  at  pob- 
b  sale,  on  the  next  day  of  iale,  and  su^  person  shall 
H  be  capable  of  becoming  the  poichaser  of  that  or 
9y  other  tract  ofCsred  at  auch  poMlc  aales ; 

And  to  iaaef  t  in  Uau  theieof,  the  following: 
''That  credit  staadl  aotbe  allowed  for  the  purdiase 
loney  on  the  aale  of  any  of  Am  p«hUe  lands  which 
ialL  be  sold  after  the  — -  day  ef  — ^  puxt,  at  any 
ad  office  which  ahall  have  bem  a|Mn  far  die  aale  of 
inds  five  years  previoiis  to  said  day;  on  ataay  other 


land  effioe  now  eslaUiahed,  at  any  time  after  #re  years 
from  the  Hme  It  was  first  opened  for  the  sale  of  ^d>8c 
leads;  but  eraiy  pmthaser  of  Isnd,  after  the  peiiods 
aheve  spedied,  shaH,  on  the  day  of  purehaaa^  mahe 
complete  payment  therefor ;  and  the  parefaaeer  at  pif* 
▼ate«alSf  after  the  said  periods  reepeetively,  shall  pro- 
duce to  the*  register  of  the  land  omee  a  receipt  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  or  from  the  re- 
esiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  dietriet,  for  the  amount 
of  pnrohaaa  money  on  any  tract,  before  he  shaH  eaier 
the  eaaae  at  the  laaid  ofliee;  aad  if  at^  person,  behig 
the  highest  bidder  at  the  said  pubhe  sales  fora  aractof 
hmd,  shaU  foil  to  make  payment  therefor,  on  the  day 
ca  which  the  asme  was  pttrchased,  tiie  tract  shall  be 
agahk  ofibrsd  at  pabho  sale,  and  su6h  person  aAMtfl  net 
be  capable  of  beeomnig  the  purohaaer  of  that  or  any 
ether  tract  ofiersd  at  such  public  sale." 

This  qaestion  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  and  nays,  32  to  1 — as  follows : 

YsA-^Bfi.  £dwaids. 

NAV«r-Messrs*BcdMNir,Burrill,  Crittenden  Daggetl, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Eppes,  Gaillart^  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Leake,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril» 
MoROW,  Noble,  Oda,  Pahner,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Ssn- 
fovd,  Stcrer,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Tlchenor,  Tea 
BylBB,  Waiiams  of  Miasisaippi,  and  WUaoB. 

Mr.  Edwabdb  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
3d  section  (which  prescribes  the  terms  to  pur- 
chasers at  private  sale)  the  words  '*at  oae  dmlar 
and  fifty  cents  an  acre,  te  be  paid  at  the  lime  af 
making  such  entry  as  aforesaid;''  and  ia  liea 
thereof  to  insert  the  following: 

'* Upon Ihe^foUowmgitenBay viat  to thepnsaiaMer.ar 
not  more  thaa  eighAg  aarea^  at  ftfi(f  centa:aa:.aeie;  to 
the  pasohaaer  cf  aot  aaire  than.  oae. ^aanter  aeedsa^at 
aevea^-fivB  ceata  am  acre;  la  .the  pamhmer  of  aal 
mere  tham  aoe  sectiea,  at  oae  dollar  aa  acre;  addle 
parcheaem  of  any  amoant  easssdiag  eaa  eaetieaft  at 
<-*-«-  an  aeie:  IVsoidad,  Aeweeai',  Th»M 

tranaliarahle  in  any  meamav  whatever  at  aay 
within  five  yeara  from  the  time  of  the  purchaae  ~ 

This  motion  waa  determined  ia  the  n^^tlvie— 
yeas  2,  nays  32,  as  foUowa: 

Yaitf^Meaam*  Edwards,  aad  Thoaiaa. 

NAva — Measrs.  Barbour,  Borrill,  Crittaadaa,  iDug^ 
gU,  DickeisaBf  Eetoa,  Efpea^  OalHsid,  fiessey, 
Hnater,  Jdmesa,  Kiag,  Lacock,  Leake,  Maaaa^  Mel* 
lei^  MeirMf  Menow,  NcUe,  Oda,  Pafaaer,  Kohefai^ 
Ragglas,  8aafotd,  fiterer,  Teii,  Tayfor,  Tiehemnr, 
Vaa  Dyhe,  WiJheflw  of  MWssippi,  Williaaas  of  Vaa- 
neasecr  aad  Wilaan. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  being  uken  up, 
bir.  EnwAana  moved  to  strike  therafrcMa  the  fol- 
lowing clause: 

"That  the  pnUas  lands  heretofoie  aold,  or  wbich 
aUl  have  beeneold  prior  to  the  — -^  day  c€  —^-^  next; 
en  terms  of  credit  for  part  of  the  parchaae  money,  and 
which  have,  or  shall  Mrsefter  become  forfoited,  or  ia* 
▼art  in  any  manner  to  the  United  dtates,  for  faihwe  to 
make  payment,  shall  not  be  subject  to  entry  at  private 

sale,  after  the day  of  —  next,  aforesaid:  bipt 

all  the  lands  which  at  that  day  ahall  ha^e  been  forfeited 
or  reverted  to  the  United  Statea,  aa  aforesaid,  in  any 
of  Ihe  districts  established  for  the  sale  of  the  poblic 
lands,  shall  be  ofiered  at  public  sale,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  at  the  land  ofllce  for  sneh  respectire  district. 
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VBder  the  saperaitendenoe  of  tho  ngifttr  and  reoei? «r 
af  public  money  for  inch  diitrict,  in  half-quarter  ao^ 
taoBf » OB  the  teima  of  a  eaah  payment  of  the  porchaaa 
money,  on  aoeh  day  ordaya ,  in  the  reapeetiTe  diatrtcta, 
aa  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Blatea  ahalU  by  proda* 
matioB,  deaignate  for  that  porpoae ;  and  all  Um  hera- 
tolbre  reaerred  aeetiona,  for  the  ftttwre  diapbaal  of  Con* 
greaf,  which  ahall  remain  nnaold  on  the  aaid  — —  day 
of  — .—  next,  ahall  be  ofierad  at  poblic  eale,  at  the  aame 
time  and  manner,  and  on  the  aame  terma  with  the 
landa  which  had  reverted,  and  which  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  be  aold ;  and  any  landa  which  ahali  have  been 

aoid  prior  to  the  •— ^  day  of next,  and  which 

ahall  theraafter  revert,  or  become  forfeited  to  the  Uni- 
ted 8tatea,  for  failure  in  making  payment,  ahall  not  be 
anbject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  until  aach  landa  ahall 
have  been  fint  offered  at  public  aale,  in  the  man- 
ner and  on  the  termi  provided  with  reipect  to  landa 
which  eball  revert,  or  become  forfeited,  before  that  day. 
The  public  ealea  for  which  ihall  take  place  at  luch 
time  aa  ihall  be  deaignated  for  the  purpoae,  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea." 

And  Id  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

**  That  where  any  peraon  ahall  be  actually  aetlled  on 
any  quarter  eectiou  of  land  which  ahall  have  been  pre- 
viouily  offered  at  public  aale,  and  remain  unaold,  auch 

Craon  ahall,  upon  application  to  the  ragiater  of  the 
id  office  in  the  diitnct  in  which  the  land  may  lie,  be 
entitled,  upon  latiafactory  proof  thereof,  to  receive  from 
aaid  regiater  a  Ucenae  to  remain  on  the  aaid  land  for 
the  term  of  five  yeara ;  during  which  time,  provided 
the  laid  aettler  ahall  continue  to  reiide  thereon,  the  laid 
land  ahall  not  be  liable  to  be  iold  to  any  other  peraon ; 
but  if  the  aaid  aettler  ahall,  at  any  time  within  the  aaid 
five  yeara,  and  during  hie  actual  reaidence  on  eaid 

laad,  tender  payment  for  the  aame,  at  the  rate  of 

«B  aore,  with  legal  intereat  theaaon,  from  the  date  of 
hia  lieenae,  and  ahall  actually  pay  the  aame  to  the  re- 
oeivsr,  and  produce  hie  receipt  aa  in  other  eaaaa,  Uie 
land  ahall  be  aold  to  the  aaid  aettler,  upon  hia  making 
oath,  before  theragirter,  that  he  haa  not  purchaaed  any 
other  tract  of  land  aubaequent  to  the  date  of  thta 
lioanae." 

Thia  motion  waaalao  decided  in  the  iregttiye — 
yeaa  4,  naya  32,  ta  followa : 

YaA8— Meaara.  Edwarda,  Fromentin,  Johnaon» 
aadThomaa. 

If ATO— Ifenra.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Dag- 
gett, Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Eppea,  Oaillaid,  fioraey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Laoock,  Leake,  Macon,  MeHen,  Morril,  Mor^ 
fow.  Noble,  Oti%  Pahner,  Roberta,  Rugglea,  Sanfoid, 
Storer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Van  I^ke, 
Williama  of  Miaaiaiippi,  Williama  of  Tenneaaee  and 
Wilaon. 

Mr.  EnwARoa  next  mored  to  add  to  the  third 
section  the  following  proviso : 

**Pramded,  however,  That  no  perMn  ahall  be  permits 
tad  to  purchaae,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  at  any 
land  office,  more  than  one  aection  of  land  in  any  one 
year,  and  all  purchaseamade  contrary  to  thia  proviaion 
ahall  be  utterly  null  and  void." 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it 
ivas  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  7,  oays  29, 
as  follows : 

TxAS — Meaara.  Edwarda,  Fromentin,  Macon,  Mop- 
ril,  Rogglea,  Thomaa,  and  Wilson. 

^▲is — Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Crittenden,  Bag- 


gatt,DldMMm,EalMi,  Eppea,  Cbiliaad,  Hotwy,  Hea- 
ter, Johnaon,  King,  Laoock,  Leake,  Mellan,  Monov, 
Noble,  Otia,  Palmer,  Roberta,  8anford,  Storar,  Tiit, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Williama  of 
Miaaiasippi,  and  Williama  of  Tenneesoe. 

Mr.  £owABD8  then  proposed  to  strike  out  of 
the  third  section,  fixing  the  minimum  price  at 
which  public  landa  ahall  be  oflfered  at  public  ale, 
at  one  dollar  and  fifty  centa,  per  acre,  the  wordi 
^<and  fifty  ceot^''  so  as  to  reduce  the  price  to  one 
dollar. 

This  motion  was  negatif  ed — yeaa  11,  nays  81, 
as  follows : 

Ybas— Meesra.  Crittenden,  Edwmide.  PiBMBtfai, 
Johnaon,  Leake,  Nobler  Rugglea,  Taylor,  Tham, 
Williama  of  Tenneasee*  and  Wilaon. 

Nato — Measra.  Barbour,  Buirill,  Daggett,  Dickem, 
Eaton,  Bppss»  Oaillard,  Hons^,  Hunter,  King,  MaeaSf 
Mellen,  Morril,  Morrow,  Otia,  Palmer,  Roberta,  8aa> 
ford,  Btorer,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tichenor,  Vaa  JDyka,  ui 
Williams  of  MiaaisaippL 

The  bill  ha? ing  been  amended,  it  wma  reported 
to  the  Houae,  and  the  amendmenta  being  eoi- 
eurred  in — 

Mr.  EnwABoa  mored  ao  to  amend  the  tkird 
sectioQ  as  to  ^  the  price  at  eae  dollar  and  tweotf- 
fire  cents  per  acre,  inatead  of  one  dollar  andfifif 
cents. 

This  motion  waa  also  aegatif  ed— yeas  9,  nap 
26)  as  follows : 

Ybas— Meesra.  Crittenden,  Edwarda^  Jekma, 
Leake,  Rugi^  Taylor,  Thomm,  Williama  of  Tm- 
neaaee,  and  Wilaon. 

Nato— Meaan.  Barbour,  Burrill  Daggett,  Dick- 
eraon,  Eaton,  Eppea,  Fraasenttn,  Gaillaid,  Hon^, 
Hunter,  King,  Laoock,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Monsv, 
Noble,  Otia,  Pahner,  Roberta,  8torer,  Tait,  Tilbot, 
Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  WiUiama  of  MWsai||M. 

Mr.  NoBLB  then  proposed  in  effect  to  reject  tke 
bill,  by  mof  ing  to  poatpone  it  to  the  fifth  day  af 
March. 

Thia  motion  waa  determined  in  ikm  negaUTC-* 
yeaa  6,  naya  28,  aa  followa : 

TsAa — ^Meesra.  Edwarda,  NeMe,  PaliMr,  BagKlsi, 
Talbot,  and  Thomaa. 

NATa— Meana.  Barbour,  BuiriH,  Daggett,  BiA- 
eraon,  Bppm*  Fromentin,  GdUard,  Hoiaay,  Hoalv, 
Johnaaa,  ting,  Lacodi,  Leake,  Maaon,  MeUeo,  Mid 
ril,  Mortow,  Otia,  Roberta,  Sanfoid,  8lat«r,  Tmt,Ta^ 
lor,  Tichenor,  Van  Qyke^  WilliaaM  of  Mimimiii|t 
Williama  of  Tenneaaee,  and  Wilaon.  1 

Mr.  Edwabds  moTed  to  fill  the  blanks  in 
bill  ao  aa  tu  put  the  act  into  operation  on  the 
of  Octoberi  1820,  which  motion  was  lost — yeas 
nays  24,  as  follows : 

TxAa — Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Edwarda^  Li 
Mellen,    Noble,  Rugglea,    Stokea,    Talbot,  Tajl 
Thomas,  and  Williams  of  Tenneesee. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dickeison,  Eaton,  £| 
Fromentin,  Oaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnaoo, 
Leake,  Maoon,  Morril,  Morrow,  Otia,  Palmer,  R4 
Sanford,  Storar,  Tait,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Williai 
of  Miaaiaaippi,  and  Wilaon.  I 

The  blaoka  having  been  filled  with  the  ''M 
day  of  July,  1880."  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  I 
engroaaed  and  reaa  a  third  time. 
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ProottdivngB^ 


BlMATI. 


(For  xhm  foiiowiog  remarks,  made  b|r  Mr. 
CRiTTnroBif,  ia  eooeToeioii  of  a  speech  id  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  we  are  oblij|ed  to  a  friend  who 
was  present  at  the  debate,  for  being  enabled  to 
lay  bef<ore  oar  readers.-— ITciitorfJ 

Mr.  President,  I  mast  acknowledge  to  you  that 
I  feel  a  peculiar  sort  of  partiality  for  this  bill; 
and  that,  independent  or  the  reasons  which  I 
hare  bad  the  honor  of  submitting,  I  am  infiaeoced 
by  feelings  somewhat  of  a  personal  character  to 
desire  its  passage.  It  is  the  work  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Morbow,)  who 
is  so  soon  to  be  finally  separated  from  as.  He 
has  long  been  our  Palinurus  in  everything  that 
related  to  this  important  subject.  He  has  steered 
ns  safely  tbrooeb  all  its  difficulties,  and,  with 
him  for  our  helmsman,  we  have  feared  neither 
Scylla  nor  Cbarybdis.  We  have  heretofore  fol- 
lowed him  with  increasing  confidence.  We  have 
never  been  deceived  or  disappointed.  The  bill 
now  before  yon  is  probably  the  last,  the  most  im- 
portant, act  of  his  long  and  useful  |K>litical  life. 
If  it  shall  paia,  sir,  it  will  identify  his  name  and 
his  memory  with  this  interesting  subject.  It  will 
be  his  ^fierenntus  are."  A  noble  monument  I 
which,  whilst  it  guides  the  con rie  of  future  legis- 
lation, shall  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  an 
honest  man.  Sir,  if  the  ostracism  of  former  times 
prevsiled  with  ns,  I  do  not  know  the  individual 
whose  virtues  would  more  expose  him  to  its  en- 
rioasand  jealous  sentence.  The  illustrious  Greek 
himself,  who  derived  such  unfortunate  distinc- 
tion from  that  ancient  usage,  did  not  better  de- 
serve the  epithet  of  *^  just."  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  intend  to  flatter  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  Flattery  is  falsehood,  f  burn  no 
sDch  incense  at  the  shrine  of  any  man.  The 
sincere  homage  of  the  heart  is  not  flattery.  I 
have  spoken  the  spontaneous  feelings  of  my  own 
breast.  I  am  ctmfident,  too,  that- 1  have  spoken 
the  sentiments  of  the  Senate.  But  yet,  sir,  I 
ought,  perhaps,  to  beg  pardon  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  For,  I  have  much  cause  to  fear  that 
the  gratification  I  have  had  In  offering  this  poor 
tTibale  of  my  respect,  is  more  than  counterbal- 
anced by  the  pain  it  has  inflicted  on  him. 


Friday,  February  19. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUQB  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, on  the  subject  of  the  deranged  state  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  ceuntryi  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  additional  duties  on  cotton  goods 
imported  into  the  United  States ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ooromerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  LfiAKB  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  praying  the 
establish  meat  of  a  port  of  entry  at  or  near  the 
mouth   of  Pearl  tWer;  and  the  memorial  was 
read- 
Mr.  Lbakb  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
said  Ltegislature,  on  the  subject  of  British  claims 
to  lands  in  Hancock  and  Jackson  counties  in  said 
State ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 


Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Sterrett,  praying  payment  for  his  services  as  a 
movnted  ranger;  and  the  petition  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Miliury  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Captain  Biggar's  company,  made 
a  report  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaion,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Otis  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  from  piracy  \  and  the  bill  was  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Van  Dvkb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"^An  act  concerning  the  allowance  of  pension 
upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty  lands,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Maoon,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  James  Simpson,  American  Consul  at 
Morocco,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr.  MoBBOw,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Moss,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts,' "  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  Jacob  Purkhill ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thira 
time. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force^  for  a  further 
teroo,  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  for  establishing 
trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  seoond  time. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  was  read  a  ttiird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  designate  the  bonadaries  of  districts 
and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal  of  thb 
public  lands  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale  in  the 
States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eliz- 
abeth B.  H.  Forsyth,  widow  of  the  late  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Benjamin  Forsyth,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was.  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  the  Indian 
tribe^  reported  the  following  bill,  which 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 
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A  Ull  making  pro^rinan  for  IIm  ctviloatioB  of  tli#  In- 
dnoi  tribes  sdjouiiBg  Ihe  Imntiflr  ■dtfainwiili. 

jBe  t^  tnaeUd  4rc»f  That,  for  the  pnipoae  of  provi- 
ding against  tho  fUrtber  deeliae  and  final  exiinetion 
of  tbe  Indian  tribes  adjoining  to  the  frontier  aeltle- 
ments  of  the  United  States,  and  for  introducing  among 
them  the  habits  and  arts  of  driliiation,  the  Resident 
of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized in  every  case  where  he  shall  jadge  the  im- 
provement in  the  habits  and  conditions  of  sudi  Indians 
practicable,  and  that  the  means  of  instmctian  can  be 
xntrodnced  with  their  own  consent,  to  employ  capable 
persons,  of  good  moral  diaracter,  to  instnict  them  in 
the  mode  of  agricnlture  suited  to  their  situation,  and 
for  teaching  their  children  in  reading,  writing,  and 
ariHuDetic,  and  for  performing  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  enjoined  according  to  sueh  instruetions  and 
rules  as  the  President  may  grre  and  prescribe  for  tbe 
regulation  of  their  eonduet  in  the  disdiarge  of  their 
duties. 

Sea  S.  Amd  be  Ufuriker  tnaekdt  That  the  annual 
ewn  of——  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
pn^niated  for  the  puipoee  of  canying  into  eflxoct  the 
provisions  of  this  act;  and  an  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money,  and  proceedings  in  execution  of 
the  foregoing  provisions,  diall  be  annually  laid  before 
Congress* 

PUfiUC  PRINTINa 

Mr.  fFiLflOH^from  th«  Joiot Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  rablic  Printing,  mnde  the  follow- 
ingroport: 

That,  ngardiag  the  eutjieet  eommittod  lo  them  is 
connected  with  tbs  eonwnienoe  of  the  members,  the 
infoimation  of  the  ooramunity,  the  economy  of  time 
•ad  moniy,  and  thn  charaoter  of  the  country,  they 
have  given  it  all  the  consideration  whidi  their  other 
engagements  pemutted. 

That  three  dlfierent  modes  of  procuring  the  printing 
of  Congress  to  be  executed  have  undergone  their  dis- 
cuision  and  deliberation: 

I.  Offering  ^e  work  by  advertisement  (as  at  present) 
to  the  lowest  bidder. 

On  this  mode  tbe  committee  would  remark  that, 
although  at  the  first  glance  it  may  strfte  the  mind  as 
the  most  economical,  experience  and  observatieft^  do 
not  piove  it  so.  Competitow  for  the  work  miderbid 
each  ether,  until  it  is  midertaken  for  a  less  sum  than 
it  can  beelforded  at;  and  toe  anail  an  estabUiment 
and  too  fov  workmen  era  oonae^ently  empfayed  to 
enecnte  the  ptuiliBg  with  the  neoeemy  promptitnde. 
Henoa  both  Hooeee  luKie  frequently  to  wait  Mg  for 
interesting,  and  important  oommunieationi  fiom  the 
President  or  heads  of  Departments,  reports,  faiUs,  reso- 
lutions, Ac,  upon  which  they  are  calied  to. act;  and 
the  loss  of  time  thus  incurred,  considering  the  dailv 
expenee  at  which  Congress  sits,  costs  the  netion  much 
more  than  the  difbrence  between  the  present  price  and 
e  liberal  allowance,  which  would  justify  the  applica- 
tion of  a  greater  capital  to  insure  the  despatdi  of  the 
work. 

Another  disadvantage  attending  tbe  present  mode 
is,  that  the  reduced  price  of  the  work  prevenli  that 
care  and  attention  from  being  bestowed  on  it  which  b 
necessary  to  its  neatnees  and  accuracy.  And  deou- 
ments  are  not  only  distributed  through  this  nation,  but 
dispersed  through  Europe,  which  are  executed  in  such 
an  inelegant  and  inoeiteet  manner  as  most  bring  di^ 
grace  end  ridicule  on  the  literature  and  the  prem  of 
our  country* 


That  the  present  mine  ef  printing  is  toe  low  would 
be  readily  disoovered  by  any  of  the jnotanoB;  end 
the  foot  that  no  other  printer  in  the  DietiiBt  could  be 
found  by  the  Secretary  or  the  Clerk  who  would  exe- 
cute the  work  at  the  contact  prices  must  ea&tff  the 
mind  of  every  gentleman  of  the  truth  of  what  the 
committee  have  asserted.  How  for  it  is  rqmtable  for 
Congrees  to  endeavor  to  get  their  work  done  below  t 
foir  and  reasonable  price,  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt; 
but  it  does  not  admit  of  a  question  that  the  oompcasa- 
tion  ought  to  be  adequate  to  the  object  of  procurag 
that  work  to  be  done  ata  proper  time,  and  in  a  suita- 
ble maimer. 

n.  A  second  mode  suggested  to  and  considered  by 
the  committee  was  the  establishment  of  a  nslijQna] 
printing  office,  (with  a  bindery  and  statjonety  amiei- 
ed,)  which  shomd  execute  the  work  of  Congress  wUk 
in  eession,  and  that  of  the  various  Depertmentf  ti 
Government  during  the  recess ;  and  shouM  do  bU  the 
bin£ng  and  furnish  all  the  stationery  for  Ifoe  Ilepsrt- 
ments  as  well  as  for  Congress.  To  iieosrtsiii  foe 
amount  of  expenditures  on  these  objects,  iwgniriii 
were  eddreesed  fay  the  oeounittee  to  dm  hesdi  ef  Be- 
pertmenta.  Attorney  Qeneral,  end  Bostmesler  General, 
and  an  answer  reoeived  from  each.  Some  ef  the  r^ 
ports  were  made  in  such  a  manner  ea  not  to  enaUi 
the  coounittee  to  eeperate  the  aeoounfo  for  prinliB{ 
from  thoee  for  binding  end  stationeiy ;  but  the  wbok 
amount  exceeds  94I»000.  Add  to  this  the  expoifr 
tures  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repieeentativei  or 
the  same  objects,  viz :  the  former  98,000  end  the  latts 
915|000,  and  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  public  printiBK. 
binding,  and  stationery,  is  about  96r>,000  a  year,  of 
which  probably  one-half  is  for  printing.  And  this,  k 
will  be  remembered,  does  not  include  the  great  varie^ 
and  number  of  blardcs  executed  dsewhere  than  at  Ac 
seat  of  Gevemmenl^  from  copies  furnished  br  tiie  De- 
partments of  the  Treasmy,  War,  dce.,and  vriiidi  migbt 
all  be  done  here  at  a  much  lem  expeiwe  were  a  ntfise- 
al  printing  office  estabiidbed. 

Tlw  I'nmmittee  are  of  opinion  thet  sneh  en  mtab- 
iishment,  under  the  empermteniwrw  of  a  man  d 
activity,  integrity,  and  mecretioii,  vrenld  be  hk^j  to 
prodnoe  promptitude^  uniformity,  aocnrecy,  and  eb- 
gance,  in  the  eaecutien  of  the  pnblie  printing;  and 
they  are  not  oeitain  that  it  would  not,  in.  the  remit, 
connecting  with  it  a  bindery  and  stationery,  as  alreeiy 
suggested,  be  found  the  moot  eoonomicaL  But,  tf 
the  prindple  is  somewhat  novd,  and  the  detafli  wodd 
require  eome  deliberation,  the  committee  have  not 
deemed  it  advisable,  at  this  late  period  of  the  eesBoa, 
and  amidst  the  pressure  which  boUi  Houses  ea^eri- 
ence  from  the  accumulation  of  businees  important  to 
the  nation,  or  interesting  to  individuals^  to  submit  a 
ivopodtion  on  which  there  would  probebly  be  a  con- 
siderable diversity  of  opinion  and  consumption  of  time. 

in.  Under  all  circumstances,  the  committee  bavt 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  recommend  that  a  tar^  d 
prices  for  every  kind  of  printing  required  to  be  done 
for  Congreei  be  fixed  by  a  joint  resolation  of  tiie  tws 
Houses,  to  continue  in  force  for  two  years ;  and  that, 
before  the  doee  of  the  preeent  eession,  each  Boom 
make  choice  by  ballot  of  a  printer,  to  exeoute  its  owi 
work  during  the  next  Congress.  The  prices  ehooll 
be  adequate  to  the  employment  of  suffident  capitd 
and  workmen  to  perftnn  the  work  eneditiondy,  aad 
to  insure  such  care  end  ettenlion  as  shall  give  H  sockl 
a  degnee  of  eocuracy  and  degahee  ea  shall  not  diS' 
honor  the  literature  and  ^ypegrapby  of  the  coQntiy< 
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With  fonner  oontneli  iMihre  oi,  and  with  the  pnlM- 
aonal  1uiowf0d(re  which  ma j  be  callad  in  aid,  no  dift- 
cnlty  would  occur  in  ibnning  the  tariff  alluded  to  on 
prittdf/M  at  onee  libenl  to  the  printer  and  advan- 
tafeooa  to  Coagren  ;  and,  in  the  lelection  of  ite 
printer,  each  Honee  wonM  dbnbtlee  take  especial  care 
to  ehooee  a  man  of  eapadtjr,  probitj,  and  reeponiibU- 
ity.  InadMoatothebondandiecaritytobezeqniied 
of  them  hr  Ihe  ftithfol  peribmanee  of  their  obliga- 
tions, a  pronrion  micht  be  added,  that,  in  cmo  of  anr 
wncaeonaUe  May,  aaoihor  pemon  might  be  employed 
to  do  tbe  work,  at  rach  a  prioe  aa  tte  8eeretaiT  or 
the  CJttfc  B%hi  bo  aUe  to  cat  it  done  Ar,  and  that 
ibe  pabUepriatoM  dbonld,  xoiyecttvely,  be  ret ponnUe 
&r  9nj  diOaraaoo  between  the  awn  allowod  then  and 
that  which  it  aright  bo  neoeomj  to  give  him. 

The  ODunltoo^UMiofiMie^enbmit  tie  fiiUowing  loeo* 
lotion: 

Retehed,  That  the  joint  cDanittee  on  pnUio  pant- 
ing be  inelnicted  to  re|K>rt  a  leeolation  for  canying  the 
Avegoing  propomtioiie  into  effoct. 

The  report  Mid  reiolation  were  rend. 

BBITISH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 

In  BxcenttTe  aession-^ 

Mr.  Macoh,  from  the  Committeo  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  wns  referred  so  much  of  the 
docamente  aocompanyioi^  the  Commercial  Con- 
yention  with  Gfrett  Bntnin,  as  relates  to  the 
colonial  trade,  made  the  followiog  report,  which 
was  read: 

Hut  the  object  of  the  negotiation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, respecting  the  colonial  trade,  is  the  establishment 
of  a  regnlatioa  wheieby  a  trade  in  articles  of  the  pro- 
dnoe  and  mannfactore  of  &e  United  States,  and  of 
the  Britirii  colonieo,  nay  be  carried  on  between  them ; 
and  aeeondly,  a  regnlatiott  wherel^  the  shipping  of 
tiie  two  eonntries  may  be  placed  on  an  equsl  Iboting 
in  the  esnying  on  of  tUs  trade. 

In  respoet  to  the  articles  of  the  trade,  the  United 
States  wonid  agree  that  all  articles  of  the  jproduca  and 
mannfrctme  of  die  United  States,  and  of  the  respeetp 
iTe  colonies,  should  be  indnded,  and  all  other  aittdlea 
exclnded.  Bht  ae  Gbeat  Ifoitain  probably  wonld  not 
consent  to  this  amngement*  the  United  Statea  woold 
not  object  to  the  catalogne  of  articles  of  the  produce 
ind  mannfiictnies  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
said  coloniea,  ennmemted  in  the  British  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  accor^g  to  which  the  trade  has  heretofore 
t>een  carried  on  in  British  bottoms. 

Ag  respects  dn^  and  diazges,  they  should  be 
placed  on  a  iboting  of  reciprocal  equality :  if  Great 
Britain  would  consent  to  impose  no  higher  or  oAer 
Intieo  on  artidea  ef  the  produce  and  mamdhdore  of 
he  Unilfed  States  imported  into  the  colonies,  than 
ipon  the  like  articles  imported  from  her  eontiniiital 
ioloiiies,  <  whence  only  they  can  be  obtained,)  the 
Jirited  ttetee  might  agree  to  impose  no  gwaitoi-  or 
Hiflv  dntma  and  charges  on  artidea  the  produce  and 
lantifacfeBiaef  hevoolonies,ftanontfao  Ifteatlidos 
rom  other  countries.  To  this  a^oirtment  Great  Brit- 
in  win  probably  disagree:  m  Imu  thereof  and  m  a 
tOBipeneatien  for  the  stipoiation  not  to  impoaegieater 
>t  other  duties  on  the  colonid  articles  of  Great  Brit- 
on, than  on  the  Vk»  artidea  of  otfier  countries,  it 
night  be  stipulated,  on  the  put  of  Great  Britain,  that 
he  duties  and  charges  on  arUdes  of  the  produce  and 
nanufacture  of  the  United  Stales,  ihoola  not  exceed 
>y  more  than  ——  par  cent  those  which  should  be 


impoeed  on  the  like  artidea  imported  fiom  the  British 
oontinenta)  coloniee. 

In  no  oTont  should  artidesof  the  produce  and  man- 
ufacture of  the  United  Sutee  pigr  Ugher  duties  and 
charges  in  the  direct  Toyage  mm  the  United  Statea 
than  in  the  indirect  or  drcuttous  Toysge  through  New 
Brunswick,  If  ova  Scotia,  Bermudas,  or  other  interme- 
diate ports ;  and  aa  the  direct  trade  should  not  bo 
mofe  reetrahied  in  respect  to  the  artidee  thereof,  than 
the  indirect  or  cirouitous  trade,  no  article  dwuld  be 
attownd  to  go  or  oome  iatfraeUy  er  dreuitously,  which 
might  not  go  or  come  directly. 

Theae  ii  nothing  in  princ^  or  poli^,  that  forbids 
the  ronfining  of  tUs  tasde  to  artidsa  ef  the  pioduea 
or  manu&cture  of  the  reapeelife  coantriee;  that  is, 
of  the  United  Statea  and  of  the  Britiah  coUmies :  arti- 
cles of  produce  and  mannfcoture  of  othsr  pottioBsof 
the  British  territories  coming  thnra^h  these  odoniea 
bdng  ezduded  from  the  United  State8,as  rnddee  no| 
of  the  produce  and  manulactttxe  of  the  United  Statea 
are  exduded  from  Great  Britain,  and  would  be  ex* 
duded  from  the  British  colonies. 

As  respecU  the  shipping  employed  in  this  trade,  it 
must  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  practical  and  redprocal 
equality,  both  as  respects  duties  and  charges,  and  the 
equal  participation  of  the  trade ;  on  this  a4}ustmentt 

I  even,  mere  will  exist  an  advantage  in  Ihvor  of  the 
Bngfidi  navigatiott ;  as  it  will  be  ezdudTely  employed 
in  the  transportation  of  artidee  of  the  produce  and 
manaihctnre  ef  the  United  Stetes,  between  the  hiter- 
mediato  eolooies  afbroiaid  and  the  Wset  Indian  eola- 
nisa,  and  lihowise  in  a  dispvqiportiened  degree,  in  the 
distribution  of  theee  artidee  among  the  BdUsh  Weet 
India  foleoies 

IHurthertBore,as  die  veyagn*ea  the  United  Btataa 
to  New  Bmnswish,  Nova  Scotia^  and  Bennnda,  la  a 
dftoit  one^  and  wouM  yield  but  lUtle  ptoflt,  the  dniSea 
and  charges  must  be  aa  great  en  the  Bridrii  shipa» 
and  the  artiolae  of  the  prodnea  and  mannS»tam  of 
the  United  Stitea  oonmosing  their  eaigooi^  airidng 
in  the  Britiih  West  Inma  ooleniee,  through  tbeas  in^ 
termediate  cobnies»  as  ou  the  same  ships  and  artidee 
arriving  directly  firam  the  United  States;  otherwiae 
the  direct  trade  will  be  deserted  in  fivror  of  the  ciscnit- 
ous  trade,  and  thereby  the  object  of  the  arrangement, 
an  equality'  in  Che  employment  of  the  shipping  of  the 
two  countries,  will  be  defeated.  So  fer  as  the  opera- 
tion of  the  late  navigation  law  is  undsmtood,  it  seeme 
to  have  been  advantageow,  and  espedal^  in  the  in- 
oease  of  the  American  nnppmg  engned  m  the  direct 
tnde  between  the  Unhed  Stdtae  and  Great  Britain, 
and-tlie  eeneepondfaig  decMaae  ef  ttat  ef  Great  Brit* 
ain — but  sufficient  timehaa  not  yet  been  aflhrded  salia* 
fcatoriiy  to aeesitain  thia  point,  arte  dalisnrine  otfier 
fgsiliaMilhatnioin  a  eonne of eeinllea. 

Parhape  it  vwald  be  prudent  to  allow  tima  to  tUa 
important  axpenmenk,  nd  to  suAr  the  negntiatiin 
on  thia  snl^eet  to  temsin  when  it  ie  ftr  the  present* 
It  oQght  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  without  entting  off 
the  trade  vrith  New  BronswiGk,  Nova  Seotii^and 
Bermuda,  thia  experiment  cannot  be  lairly  made* 
Whether  it  would  be  expedient  at  the  present  session 
to  adopt  this  measure,  is  perhaps  donbuuL 

If  the  effect  of  our  navigation  law,  reinforced  accord- 
ing to  the  above  suggestion,  should  prove  to  be  such  as  It 
not  improbably  will  be^  it  might,  and  probably  would 
be  otir  true  fi>oting  to  adhere  to  the  law,  and  decline 
any  convention  with  Great  Britain,  tonching  die  oolo- 
nin  tradok 
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FiBBUART,  1819. 


Monday,  Febraary  82. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  from  the  State  of  Conaecti- 
cat,  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  bill,  from  the  other  House, 
authorizio^  a  constitatioa  and  State  Qovera* 
meot,  dbc,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  reported  the 
same  with  ameDdmeots,  whieh  were  read.  [The 
ameodment  recommended  by  the  committee  is  to 
strike  out  the  claose  which  prohibits  slaTery  in 
the  new  State.] 

The  bill  makiog  pro? ision  for  the  ciriliBation 
of  the  Indian  tribo,  adjoining  the  frontier  settle- 
ments, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  instructing  them  to  ^Mnquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Otn* 
eral  to  employ  an  armed  guard  for  the  protection 
of  the  mails  of  the  United  States  on  such  mail 
routes  as  he  may  deem  necessary ;  and  in  con- 
currence therewith, 

Resolved^  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  author- 
ize the  Postmaster  General  to  employ  an  armed 
guard  for  the  protection  of  the  maus  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  PboBbe  Stnart,  reported  the  same  withoiu 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Blizabeth  B.  H.  For- 
syth I  and  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner 
had  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter organisation  of  the  Military  Academy;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Williamb,  of  Tennessee,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  ontil 
the  5th  day  of  March  next' 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
part  of  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  February,  1813,  entitled  '^An  act  in  addition  to 
<An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  fiUtablishment;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  ht  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaideratioA  of  the  bill  aothmrisiftg 
the  Postmaster  General  to  contract,  as  in  other 
eBees,  for  carrying  the  mail  in  steamboats  be- 
tween New  Orleans^  in  the  State  of  Looisiana, 
and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky;  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  disagreed  to, 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  to  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr«  BoRRiLi.,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
poioted  to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it 
will  be'  necessary  to  act  on  during  the  presem  sea- 
tioni  made  a  report;  which  was  read. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  persons  of 
color  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor. 

Some  debate  arose  on  this  bill,  in  which  it  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Borbilu  Eaton,  and  Wil- 
son, and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Macon,  and  Fao- 
HBKTiN ;  in  tbe  course  of  which  the  last  named 
gentleman,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it,  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negnttve* 
yeas  7,  nays  S5,  as  follows : 

TiAS — ^Messn.  FrDmentin,  Gaillard,  Johnson,  Ms- 
eon,  Tait,  Talbot,  and  Williams  of  MksiasipM. 

If  ATS — Messrs.  Baibonr,  BnrriD,  CritleiideiLi  Dsg*- 
gett.  Eaten,  Bpncs,  Hunter,  King,  Laeo^,  Lsiks, 
Melien,  Morril,  NoUe,  Otis,  Pahner,  Robeits,  Raf- 
gles,  Ssnford,  Stokes^  Btorsr,  Taylor,  Thomas,  TIch* 
enor.  Yen  Dyke,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
**An  act  kupplementarv  to  the  acts  concerniof 
the  coastinff  trade,  wiia  amendments ;  also,  tht 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  tke 
Alabama  Territory,  to  form  a  constitution  aod 
State  ^[overnment,  and  for  the  admission  of  snc^ 
State  into  the  .Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  Slates,"  with  amendments  s  in  wbieh 
amendments  they  request  the  concurrence  of  iht 
Senate.  They  ha  ve  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
establishing  a  separate  Territorial  government  ia 
the  southern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  ;f 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  sap- 
nlementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Wilson  f  and,  also,  a  resolution  de- 
ciding the  manner  in  which  the  v easels  com- 
posing the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  be 
nam^  ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution  they  requctf 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  and  resolution  last  mentioned,  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  sepa- 
rate Territorial  government  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  on  motios 
by  Mr.  Crittbnobn,  it  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  un  the  llth  De- 
cember, 1818,  the  memorial  of  the  Legialatnre  of 
the  Alabama  Territory,  praying  admission  ioto 
the  Union  as  a  State,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

'  The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
avpplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  iht 
relief  of  Thomas  Wilson,"  was  read*  the  second 
time  b^  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolution  declaring  the  manner  in  whieh 
the  vessels  composing  the  Navy  of  the  United  < 
Sutea  shall  be  named,  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affaira. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee,  the  con* 
siderations  of  the  bill  makiog  appropriationa  for 
tha  aupport  of  Qoverament  for  the  carreat  ycaL 
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Various  amcodmeiiu  were  reported  bjrcheCom- 
mittee  orFioaoee,  making  appropriations  for  ob* 
jects  aufliorjzed  since  the  passage  of  the  bill  in 
the  Hoose,  and  to  eonform  the  provistoas  of  the 
bill  (o  salaries  increased,  &c.  One  of  the  amend* 
menu  reported,  was  making  a  further  appropri- 
ation of  976,644  for  the  centre  bailding  of  the 
Capitol. 

The  amendments  were  not  gone  through,  when 
the  bill  was  laid  over  until  to«morrow. 


ToiaDAT,  February  23. 

The  Pbbbidkiit  commnnicaied  the  eredentiab 
of  Waixbr  Tatlor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fuarlh  day  of 
March  next ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Green,.and  of  Jack- 
son coantT,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  represent- 
ing that  the  mooch  of  the  Pascagouk  rirer  is  the 
most  aoitable  place  for  a  port  of  entry  and  de- 
lirery  in  that  State,  and  praying  that  it  may  be 
designated  as  soch  by  the  competent  authority ; 
and  the  petitions  were  read. 

Mr.  Taft,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a 
separate  Territorial  government  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  Territorv  of  Missouri,'^  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cfaptain  Big* 

Sir's  company;  and  in  concurrence  therewith, 
e  petitioners  bad  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Pierre  Lacpste;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  QoLosBOROUoa,  tne  furtber 
consideration  thereof  was  poeiponed  until  the 
5ih  of  March  next. 

Mr.  BoBBETs  prcMnlad  the  petition  of  Mi- 
chael Zorger,  praying  the  renewal  of  the  patent 
right  for  rae  further  term  of  fourteen  years,  for 
the  inveatioB  of  a  awehine  for  shelling  or  hull- 
ing elof er  seed ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Oommiitee  on  Commerce  and 
Manofactares.    * 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  itnd 
Slate  goTeroment,'*  Ac.  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceedeu  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  noose  of  Representatires  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts 
coDcerning  the  coasting  trade ;"  and  concurred 
therein. 
\     Mr*  DABcmTT,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
\eiga  Relations,  reported  the  bill  to  protect  the 
Vommerce  of  the  United  States  from  piracy, 
with  anadry  amendments;  which  were  consid- 
4ed  and  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  and  the  biU 
oMered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thkd  raading. 


The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  ton- 
nage and  discrimioating  duties;  and  the  bill  Co 
continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  act  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes 
severally  passed  through  Committees  of  the 
Whole,  were  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
authorizing  the  transportation  of  the  malls  In 
steamboats,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Pork- 
hill  ;  the  en||[rossed  bill  to  repeal  a  part  of  the 
act  concerning  the  Post  0£5ce  Department, 
passed  in  1813 ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  respect- 
ing  the  transportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale 
or  to  be  held  to  labor,  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GoLOsBORouGB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Sterrett ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  QoLnsBOROUQB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Callan,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  joint  committee,  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  printing;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  joint  resolution,  directing  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  36th  degree  30  minutes  of  north 
latitude,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  was  taken  up.  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Ctovernment 
for  the  year  1819;"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Ft* 
nance;  and  the  amendments  having  been  all 
agreed  to,  excepting  the  one  proposing  an  appro- 
priation for  pros«cuiiog  the  work  on  the  centre 
of  the  Capitol,  which  was  disagreed  to,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  amended  accordingly; 
and,  on  the  question,  to  concur  in  the  foilowiiig 
amendment,  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole : 

Strike  from  line  296,  to  the  end  of  the  813th 
line,  and  insert  the  following : 

*'  For  claims  due,  and  becoming  doe  under  existing 
contracts,  for  constructing  the  United  States  road 
from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  river,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thonssnd  dollars,  and  for  completing  the  ssid 
road,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eightj-fiTe  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  several  snma  hereby  appropriated, 
together  with  the  amount  heretofore  advanced  by  the 
United  States  ibr  making  said  road,  shall  be  repaid 
out  of  the  fhnd  reserTedtfor  laving  ont  and  mmking 
roods  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  by 
virtue  of  the  several  acts  Ibr  the  adoslsnoA  ^t  the 
afivseaid  States  into  the  Union  >*' 
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Il  WIS  determiafld  in  the  attrauitlve-^yeftt  22, 1  Indiati  tribes;  tb«  engriMted  bill  to  preteet  the 
nafB  13,  as  followi :  JjofniRf ree  cf  the  United  States  from  piracf ;  and 

YsAs^-Mesan.  Bnnill,  Daggett,  £aten»  Eppea,  ^fae  engrossed  bill  for  the  better  orgnnisntion  of 


Gaillaid,  OoidsboioQgh»  HorMT»  Johnaon,  King,  La* 
oodL,  Leake,  Mallen,  Mofril,  Otk,  Palmer,  Roberts, 
Ssnibrd,  Tsit,  Tiehenor,  Van  Djke,  Williams  of 
Missiisippi,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bazboor,  Crittenden,  Edwards, 
Fromenttn,  Maeon,  Morrow,  Noble,  Boggles,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Tajlor,  Thomasi  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

The  other  amendments  having  been  concuired 
in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 


i 


Wednesday,  February  24. 

.Mr.  Thomas  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
ahonld  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  {[ranting  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the 
seat  of  irovernment  of  said  State. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Rice,  of  Boston,  and  also  ot  Joshua  AubiD,'of 
the  same  place,  praying  that  certain  duties  paid 
by  them  may  be  reranded,  with  interest  thereon, 
or  some  other  relief  granted,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
titions; which  were  read,  and  respectively  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
in  addition  to  an  act,  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wil- 
son.'' reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
faire, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  deckr* 
iDg  tne  manner  in  which  the  vessels  composing 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be  named, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  con- 
eorred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bHl,  entitled  ''An  aet  regulating  passenger  shifift 
and  vesselst"  except  the  sixtii,  and  in  that,  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  eoncor- 
renoe  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  '^An  net  supplementary  to  the  aet,  enii- 
ae4  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Weils;" 
and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
QeorM  M.  Brook  and  Edmund  P.  Kenoody :"  in 
wUen  bills  they  requeet  the  coneurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  anid  two  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Sennte  pioeeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
mento  of  the  House  of  Representntives,  to  their 
sixth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
regulatiog  passenger  ships  ana  vessels,'*  and  con- 
curred therein. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  un*- 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Samuel  Sterrett,  was 
taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  gcaenl  appropriation  bill  for  1819  was 
read  th«  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  engrosaed  bill,  in  addition  to  the  aet  con- 
eemincp  tonnage  and  disorimioating  duties ;  the 
engioned  bill  to  contiirae  in  feree  fins  a  fuather 
time  the  act  to  establish  nrnding4iaaaet  iritis  th« 


the  Treasury  Department ;  were  severally  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of  the 
registers  and  receivers  of  public  moneys;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Rosalie  P.  Deslaode;  the  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Eli  Hart,  of  Nathaniel  Birdsevei  and  Daniel 
Booth,  of  John  Rodriguez,  and  lor  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Dozet,  and  Antoine  Bousoud,  sevemiiy 
passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Presidbnt  communicated  a  report  froai 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhimting  the 
emoluments  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs; 
which  was  read. 

REPORT  ON  THB  SBMOfOLE  WAX. 

Mr.  LacooK,  from  the  committee  appointed  in 

Krsonnce  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th 
»cember  last,  "That  the  Message  of  the  Pr»> 
'  ident  and  documents,  relative  to  the  Seminole 
'  war,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  dball 
'  have  authority,*  if  necessary,  to  send  for  penons 
'  and  papers ;  that  said  committee  inquire  relative 
'  to  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops  into 
'  West  Florida ;  whether  the  officers  in  command 
'  at  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  were  amenable  to, 
'  and  under  the  control  of,  Spain ;  and,  partien- 
'  larljr,  what  circumstances  existed,  to  authorize 
'  or  justify  the  Commanding  Gkaeral  in  taking 
'  possession  of  those  posts,**  reported : 

That  they  have,  under  the  authority  conlinred  on 
them»  called  for  and  ezamined  persons  and  papen. 
The  testhnony  obtained  is  herewith  submitted.  The 
committee^  after  the  most  matnrs  and  dispasaonste 
examination  of  Ibe  snb^ecty  offnr  Ibr  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  Mlawlng  naitathe  of  ftdi,  end  the 
opinions  and  dednetions  clearly  aikhig  from,  snd 
growing  out  oil  tbeftctaHiuspieaentad.  On  the  oh- 
gfai  of  tks  hsetitttlM  betwssn  the  Unilsd  Stalw  and 
the  Seaunoie  ladisas,  the  waiiiittew  ask  lasrve  as 
msifc,  that  the  difimntaav^a  tribes  Uvint 
on  the  berdMDa  of  the  Ftoridasy  dsnAminated 
Indians,  wwe  principally  fngitiassftom  the  moia 
era  tiibes,  resident  within  the  limits  of  the  Uasisd 
States.  Alter  the  Tssa^  ef  1814,  with  the  CmA  In- 
disns,  a  considexabia  adewan  wss  made  la  tiw  nns^ 
ber  of  those  fdgitiTe^  as  the  Indians  who  wees  dissat- 
isfied with  the  pnmaions  of  that  trea^  took  refiiga  in 
the  Floridss;  cherishing,  there  can  be  little  donhi, 
feelings  ofhostility  to  the  United  Sutes.  These  £mI- 
ings  seem  to  have  been  strengthened  by  the  inflnenoe 
of  foreign  enussaries,  whohad  taken  up  their  residenoo 
among  them ;  among  whom,  as  the  most  oonspicnoBa, 
were  Alexander  Arbnthnot  and  Robert  C«  Ambrister. 
In  tins  state  of  things,  it  appesrs  that  the  EzeentiTe 
Department  of  the  Government  deemed  it  neeeamiy, 
for  the  security  of  the  frontier,  to  eslabliah  a  IhM  o€ 
ferw  near  the  seotiiera  boundary  of  the  United  8tata«v 
and  to  occupy  those  fortifioations  with  portions  of  the 
mgnhafMBss,  and  by  thaee  means  peaee  was 
tained  wilb <hs  inatew  until  thaSfang  er  8i 
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movntod  gun-mea,  and  tsvo  oMnpuuM  of  what  were 
eelted  life-guejpdiy  with  the  utmoet  eUority*  Toltinteer- 
ed  their  eervices  from  the  Btelea  of  Tennesaee  and 
KeniEicky,  aod  repaired  to  hifl  standard.  Officers  were 
eppofaited  to  command  this  corps  by  the  Generd  him* 
seU^  or  by  other  persons  acting  under  his  anthority* 
Thuf  organized,  fiiey  were  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Abovt  the  time  General  iaefcson  was  orgaaisng 
this  detachment  of  ^nnteere  in  the  State  of  Tennes* 
eee,  or  perhaps  previons]^  thereto,  General  Gaines  was 
fikewiss  emphyyed  in  raising  forces  among  the  Creek 
Indians.  There  was  thk  dilsrsnce  in  the  two  cases: 
General  Jackson  raised  his  army  in  disregard  of  posi- 
liTo  ordevs ;  General  Gaines,  without  ovdem,  took  upon 
himself  the  authority  of  raising  an  anny  of  at  least 
1 ,600  Creek  Indians,  apponitiog  their  omcer%  with  a 
Brigadier  General  at  thmr  head,  and  likewise  musie^ 
Ing  this  foree  into  the  eerrioe  of  the  United  States. 

While  your  eenuttittoe  foel  a  pbasure  in  applauding 
the  leal  and  piomf«itade  lint  have  aMOked  the  mili- 
tary conduct  of  these  general  officers  on  many  former 
occasions,  they  would  foel  themselves  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  the  Senate  and  the  nation  if  they  did  not  ex- 
press their  decided  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commanding  generals,  in  the  steps  they  took  to 
raise  and  organise  the  force  employed  on  this  occasion. 
There  was  no  law  in  existence  that  authorised  even 
the  Pxesident  of  the  United  States  to  raise  or  accept 
the  ssrvices  of  volanteem.    The  law  passed  for  that 
purpose  had  expired  in  the  year  1816.    The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  gives  to  Congress,,  exclu- 
sivetyf  the  power  of  ndsing  armies,  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  the  power  of  eppointing  the  officers 
to  command  those  armies  when  raised.    The  Consti- 
tutioUf  likewise,  gives  Congress  power  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union — to  supprees  insurrections,  and  to  repel  invar 
sions— but  reserves  to  the  States,  respective^,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers.    In  conformity  with  the  Isst 
ledted  provision  of  the  Constitution,  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  have  passed  laws  authorising  the 
President,  when  the  contingencies  above  alluded  to 
should  happen,  to  call  on  the  governors,  or  any  militia 
officers,  of  the  respective  States,  for  such  portion  of 
the  militia  as  he  might  deem  requisite  for  the  occasion; 
and,  in  strict  observance  of  these  laws,  was  General 
JaAson  ordered  to  call  on  the  Governors  of  the  States 
adjaoent  to  the  seat  of  war,  for  the  requisite  miliUa 
foroe. 
itisvrittiregrel  that  the  oemmitlee  are  eompetted 

_        _       _ _    _    to  declare^  Aat  they  conceive  Qeoeral  Jaokeon  to  haae 

QaiaM,  wi0i  riioat  600  regufaur  soldiets,  was  confined  I  disragardsd  the  poeitive  orders  of  the  Department  of 


ef  1017,  whso  tlM  sugnlsr  ftreee  were  withdrawnflBom 
the  pests  on  the  Georgia  frontier,  and  concentrated  at 
Fort  Jfentfdmery,  on  the  Abhaana  river,  a  eonsideia- 
Ur  distance  west  ef  the  Gesigia  line.   But  it  seems  that 
ibeut  this  tame  a  border  wsjiiGue  was  commenced  be- 
tvew  the  Beilniile  Indins  and  the  fiuntier  inhabitants 
Sf  Gee^pa*    It  is  dtfficalt  to  determine  with  certainty 
whs  ceoBaMDced  thoee  hostilities,  or  dn  vrhom  the 
fMlest  injniiee  were  inffieled.   General  Gaines,  how- 
wer,  dimanded  a  snnender  of  the  Indians  who  had 
cDouaitlBd  enteages  en  the  frontiers  of  Georgia.  With 
tUs  dsBiaad  they  refrised  to  oomoly,  alleging  that  the 
Irit  and  gisnieet  eggvsssions  had  been  made  by  the 
while  men.    In  consequence  of  this  lefrisal.  Genial 
Gainea  was  nnthoiiaEed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  his 
dteretisav  to  remove  the  indiane  still  remaining  on  the 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  made 
with  the  Cneke  m  1014;  in  so  doing  ha  is  toU  that  it 
might  be  proper  to  retain  some  of  them  as  hostages, 
•ad  wpmatioB  waa  made  for  the  depredations  com* 
Billed  by  tlwIndiaBSk    In  piMBsuanee  of  this  ^seea- 
tiSBsiy>antharity,  Geneiaft  Gaines  ordered  a  detaob- 
aant  of  neer  threa  Imndiad  aie%  ander  the  ooauaand 
tf  Msgor  lVnig|s^  to  eoBoniid  and  take  an  ladiaA  vii- 
iage,  «dM  Fowl  Town,  abont  fourteen  milee  from 
Poit  Sbsc^  and  nsar  the  Florida  Una.    Thb  deteeh- 
mentsniesd  at  Fowl  Town  in  ihe  night,  and  the  Ih- 
dian%  taking  the  alarm,  and  Ibing  to  an  adjacent 
»  fted  on  by  the  detachment,  and  one 
and  one  woman  killed.    Twoindians  were  made 
Tha  detachment  returned  to  Fort  Soett  A 
ly  er  tna  afterwards,  as  stsled  by  Captain  MdEntosh, 
who  wee  of  the^erty,  aheai  thesaam  number  of  troops 
paid  a  sseoad  vsnt  to  iha  same  village,  ^m  ha  states, 
for  the  pmpeee  of  obtaiaiag  property.    While  hieding 
their  wagons  with  oami  and  eoHeetmg  horses  and  cat- 
de,  they  wen  fried  upon  by  the  Indian%  and  a  skir- 
mish  ensued,  in  which  a  small  loss  wm  sustained  on 
both  sides.    It  is  stated  by  Ceptain  Young,  the  tiqpo- 
giaphical  engineei^  that  thie  town  contained  about  46 
Indian  waniocs,  beeidm  wenmn  and  children. 

A  lisw  diqr«  Aftor  the  ^fidr  of  Few!  Town,  Lieuten- 
ant Soott,  with  a  detachment  of  forty  men,  eeven  wo- 
men, and  aona  shildNa,  escending  the  Appalachicola, 
with  rhithiag  and  einpKee  for  the  gamson  of  Fort 
Oeott,  whan  widuB  a  fow  mike  of  that  place  was  al- 
tariksd  by  apaity  of  Indians;  hiaiself  and  his  whole 
pern  foil  vieHaa  to  their  friry,  except  six  men,  who 
made  their  eeeape,  and  oaa  woman  madb  prisoner. 

F^iam  this  time  the  war  became  more  serious ;  the 
Twifiane,  In  considerable  numbers,  were  imbodied,  and 
open  attack  vras  made  on  Ifort  Soott.    C^nend 


to  the  ganison.  In  this  state  of  things,  information 
having  been  ooraaiunicated  to  the  War  Department, 
General  lackaon  was  ordered  to  take  the  field ;  he  was 
advieed  of  tha  regular  and  militia  force,  amounting  to 
1,600  men,  provided  for  that  service,  and  the  estimated 
foree  by  Qeaeral  Ostnes,  of  the  enemy,  ssid  to  be  8,800 
etrong;  and  direeted,  if  he  should  consider  the  force 


War,  the  Coastkation,  and  laws;  that  he  his  tsfcen 
upon  himeelf  net  only  the  exevcise  of  thoee  powem 
delegated  to  Congress,  as  the  sole  legislativa  attthaiiW 
of  the  nation,  and  to  the  Prendent  and  Senate,  a#  it 
reiatee  to  tiie  appoiatmenls,  bat  of  the  power  wfaish 
had  been  expremly  leeerVed  to  tha  Sutee,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  oflbers  of  the  militia;  a  power  the 


providad  insufficient  to  beat  the  enemy,  to  call  on  the    more  valuable  to  the  Stales  beoause,  m  they  had  snr- 


rendered  to  the  General  Government  the  revenues  and 
physical  force  of  the  nation,  they  could  only  look  to 
the  officers  of  the  militia  as  a  security  against  the  pos- 
sible abuse  of  the  delegated  power.  The  conmutlee 
find  the  melandioly  fact  before  them,  that  militsiy  offi- 
cers, even  et  this  early  stage  of  this  Republic,  have, 

without  the  shadow  of  authority,  raised  an  army  af  at 

vrbe  had  solved  odes  him  inkiest  war.   1,000  |  least  twothousand  five  hundred  meotand  maalsied 

15Ui  Con.  J^d  Ssss.— 9 


Governors  of  the  adjoining  Statee  for  such  portions  of 
ttie  mililia  as  he  might  think  requiiile.  On  the  receipt 
of  this  order  General  Jackson,  instead  of  observing  the 
esden  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  calling  on  the 
Gavnmor  af  Tennessee,  then  in  NashviUe,  near  the 
plaoe  of  hie  resadence,  ehoee  to  appeal  (to  use  his  own 
ssprsesions)  to  the  natrlotiam  of  the  West  Tenn 
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them  into  the  lerTiee  of  the  United  8tete«.  Two  hon* 
died  end  thirty  officen  have  been  appointed,  end  their 
rank  establiehed,  from  an  Indian  brigadier  general 
down  to  the  loweet  enbaltem  of  a  compan  j.  To  whom 
were  thoee  officere  accountable  for  their  conduct  1  Not 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Butea,  for  it  will  be 
found  that  it  was  not  oonndered  necessary  eren  to 
lunush  him  with  a  list  of  their  names ;  and  not  until 
the  pay-rolls  were  made  out,  and  payment  demanded, 
were  the  perMUs  known  to  the  Department  of  War. 
And  in  this  place  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  (General 
Jackson  seemed  to  consider  those  ofl&oers  of  bis  own 
eieation,  competent  to  discharge  all  the  functions  of 
offioers  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  General  er 
State  Cbvemments,  for  we  find  five  of  them  detailed 
afterwards  to  set  on  a  general  court  martial,  on  a  trial 
of  lifo  and  death.  Might  not,  on  the  same  inindples. 
General  Jackson  haTo  tried,  condemned,  and  executed 
any  officer  of  the  Georgia  militia,  by  the  sentence  of  a 
oourt  martial,  composed  of  offioeis  created  by  him, 
and  holding  their  assumed  authority  by  the  tenor  of 
hiswiUI 

Tour  committee  will  dismiss  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject by  obserring  that,  consutently  with  the  character 
and  genius  of  our  Government,  no  officer,  however 
high  or  exalted  his  station,  can  be  justified  for  an  in- 
fraction of  the  Constitution ;  it  is  an  offence  against 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  this  sovereignty  being 
vested  in  the  great  body  of  the  people.    The  Consti- 
tntion  is  the  written  expression  of  their  will,  and  above 
the  control  of  all  the  public  functionaries  combined. 
And  when  that  instrument  has  been  violated,  the 
people  alone  have  power  to  grant  the  indemniW  for  its 
infraction ;  and  all  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  of* 
ficer  who  transcends  hit  constitntional  powers,  must 
be  taken  not  in  justification  of  the  act,  but  in  mitiga- 
tion of  the  enormity  of  the  offence  committed.     With 
this  view  of  the  subject,  which  they  conceive  to  be  a 
correct  one,  the  committee  have  in  vain  sought  for  an 
excuse  for  the  commanding  general    He  has  stated 
in  his  letter  to  the  Becretarjr  of  War,  assuming  the 
power  to  judge  for  the  NaUonal  Legislature,  that  a 
volunteer  force  of  mounted  gun  men  would  be  the 
lesat  expensive  and  the  most  efficient    His  duty  was 
io  execute  the  orders  of  his  superior  officers,  not  to 
disobey  them ;  to  observe  and  enforce  the  laws,  not 
violate  them.    Obedience  and  subordination  are  the 
first  and  highest  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  no  one  knew 
better  the  truth  of,  and  the  necessity  for,  observing 
this  maxim,  thsn  the  officer  in  question.    For  the 
truth  of  this  obeervatkm,  we  have  his  own  declaration. 
In  his  letter  to  the  SeereUiy  of  War,  of  SOth  Januaiy, 
1816,  he  says,  <*  your  letter,  enclosing  your  general 
order  of  the  39th  ultimo,  has  been  received ;  like  your- 
self, I  have  no  other  fbelings  to  grati^than  those  con- 
nected with  the  public  good,  and  it  gives  me  pleasuie 
to  JInd  we  coincide  in  those  opinions  calculated  to  pro- 
duce it    Responsibility  now  rests  wheie  it  should— 
on  the  officer  issuing  the  ordei^and  the  princiole  ac- 
knowledged is  calculated  to  insure  that  subordination 
so  neeessaiy  to  the  harmonious  movement  of  every 
part  of  the  military  machine." 

It  is  be  regretted,  that  an  officer  who  seemed  to  be 
•0  perfectly  acquainted  with  what  belonged  to  the  duty 
of  others,  should  have  been  so  totally  regardless  or  un- 
oonscious  of  his  own ;  and  while  the  committee  are 
willing  to  admit  that  the  volunteer  forces  called  into 
service  by  General  Jsckson  were  more  efficient  and 
less  expensive  than  the  militia^  had  he  eonfbied  him- 


self to  the  usual  piopoitiott  of  ottcsnt  thin,  they 
oeive,  should  not  be  urged  as  an  aigumsnt  in  ftwot  sf 
employing  them,  or  pissid  in  justification  of  the  unlaw- 
fhl  act ;  for  if  these  reasons  be  considered  eondosive, 
and  should  be  acqnieeced  in,  they  wiU  be  appfied  vrith 
increased  foree  (fortified  fay  this  precedent)  in  att  fu- 
ture wars;  an  army  of  regulars  will  be  conanlered  (m 
they  really  are)  more  efficient  and  less  expansive  thin 
either  the  volunteers,  if  authorised  by  law,  or  the  mil- 
itia ;  and  the  officer  at  the  head  of  sndi  araiy  (acting 
on  the  prindplee  before  staled,  and  encoonged  by  the 
acquieecence  of  the  nation)  may  diqMnae  with  the 
militia  altogether,  and  increase  the  regvlar  army  to 
any  extent  that  folly  or  ambition  may  suggest;  and  all 
this  under  the  plea  of  necesrity.    The  comiiittee  can 
scarcely  imagine  a  possible  case  that  mayoceoriaa 
future  war,whsre  the  necessity  will  be  lees  aliDog  tbsn 
in  the  preeent    This  war  was  waged  when  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  were  at  pewse  with  aU  the  world,  excspt 
this  miserable  undisciplmed  banditti  of  «dsl«ded  in- 
dtans^'  and  fhgithre  elavee ;  their  whole  etrengtb,  when 
combined,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  bmu;  nppnsed 
to  whom,  (previous  to  General  Jacksoe'e  taking  ths 
command,)  and  under  General  Gainee,  wme  a  foiee  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  legulare  and  inlMa,  bs- 
sides  the  one  thoneand  five  hundied  fUendfy  Indmai, 
iUegaUy  eubridi»d  by  the  last  mentioned  general 
What,  then,  in  this  etofe  of  the  case,  beoomee  of  tht 
plea  of  neoeesity?    And  if  it  be  admitted  in  thk  esm, 
to  justify  or  palliate  en  act  of  military  neuipatien,  Ihi 
comnuttee  would  anxiously  inquire  where  it  is  to  In 
disaUowed  or  denied?    And  here  the  eommiHee,  hsv- 
ing  pledged  themselvee  fiuthfuUf  to  disehme  fiwb,  and 
impartially  to  draw  conclusions,  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  geneiml,  in  raiuc 
this  volunteer  corpe,  was  approbated  by  the  War  De- 
partment, ae  wUl  appear  by  the  letter  of  the  Seeretaiv, 
dated  the  20th  day  of  Januaiy,  1616;  and  it  is  bet 
justice  to  the  Bepertment  to  state,  that  it  was  not  bb- 
til  the  oflkeie  that  had  assisted  in  thue  ofllcering  sad 
organning  this  corps,  were  examined  by  the  coorait- 
tee,  that  they  were  apprised  of  the  Ulegali^  of  iht  i 
measure;  for  there  is  nothing  to  be  foond  in  Genml 
Jukson's  letters  on  this  sul^ect,  to  the  Beeretaiy  of 
War,  of  the  12th,  13th,  and  20th  of  Febranry,  181$, 
from  which  it  can  be  fiurly  infocred  that  he  hsd  ap- 
pointed a  single  officer.    Indeed,  it  would  eeem,  from 
a  fair  intarpretation  of  thoee  letters,  that  the  ofiMsn.  I 
at  least,  were  of  the  regular  militia  of  the  States  sad 
that  Uie  only  departure  from  his  orders  by  the  gaaffsl, , 
was  his  having  caUed  on  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
mUitia,  histead  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ten- ' 
nessee,  and  his  preference  of  mounted  men  to  infontry. ' 
And  It  will  also  appear,  from  the  letters  ^faf-rrid  that 
had  the  Department  of  War  disappioved  of  this  con» 
duct,  and  determined  to  countermand  the  order  of 
General  Jackson  in  raising  this  force,  no  order  to  thet 
effect  could  have  reached  him  before  he  had  arrived  sC 
the  seat  of  war,  end  of  coarse  the  army  might  hsve 
been  disbanded  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  the  objedi 
of  the  campaign  thereby  jeopardiaed,  and  perhaps  de- 
featod.  *^      '^ 

The  committee  will  next  take  notice  of  the  open* 
tions  of  the  army  in  the  Floridas,  whither  UieyweN 
anthoriaed  to  pursue  the  enotay;  and,  connnctml  with 
this  authonty,  it  was  eojomed  on  Generml  OniDes,  li 
whom  the  first  order  to  this  effect  vras  given,  that  ii 
caee  the  enemy  took  vefiige  under  a  Spanish  nrrised 
net  to«ttack  them  there,  but  to  repett  the  fiiet  to  H^ 
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Secrelaiy  of  War;  and  tlie  obMrranos  of  this  oi6n, 
iht  oonumttme  eoneeive,  wai  •qaally  obligmUnr  on 
G«n«nl  JmekaoDf  who  raceeedod  to  Um  commana— 'tt 
lowt,  it  moflt  liaTO  clecrlj  evinced  the  will  of  the  Dee* 
retarj  of  War  on  that  point,  and  how  &i  this  iinane- 
Uon  was  ohecnred*  wiil  be  Ibond  by  what  followed.  It 
spears  that  Greneral  Jaekaon  advaneed  into  Florida 
with  a  ibree  of  1,800  men,  compooed  of  regnlan,  toI- 
nnteera,  and  the  Georgia  militia,  and  afierwardt,  on 
the  firai  day  of  April,  was  joined  by  General  If  dntodi, 
and  hie  brigade  of  1,600  Indiana,  who  had  been  pre- 
▼ionily  orgnnised  by  General  Gainea;  oppoaed  to 
whom  it  appeal*,  from  the  report  of  Captain  Yonng, 
topographical  engineer,  and  other  evidence*  the  whole 
forcea  ik  the  fugitive  Seminole  Indiana  and  runaway 
negroea,  had  they  all  been  imbodied,  oonld  not  have 
exceeded  nine  hundred  oc  one  thouaand  men;  and  at 
no  time  dad  half  that  number  preoent  themaelvea  to 
oppoae  hie  march — of  ooune  little  or  no  reoiataace  waa 
made. 

The  Micfcaauky  towna  were  finC  taken  and  deatroy« 
ed.  The  army  marched  upon  8t  Marka,  a  feeble 
Spaniah  guriaon,  which  waa  aurrandnred  ''without 
firing  a  gun,''  and  then  oocnpicd  aa  an  American  poet ; 
the  Spaniah  commandant  having  firtt,  by  humble  en* 
treatne,  and  then  by  a  timid  protea^  endeavored  to 
UTcrt  the  meaavre.  Here  Alexander  Arbuthnoi  waa 
found,  taken  prifoner,  and  put  in  confinement,  for  the 
wurpoae,  aa  it  waa  atated  by  General  Jaekaon,  **  of  col* 
lecUng  evidence  to  catabliah  hia  guilt;"  and  here,  alio, 
ware  taken  two  Indian  chiefo,  one  of  whom  pretended 
to  poaieaa  the  aoirit  of  prophecy;  they  were  fiang 
wiCnoat  trial,  and  with  little  ceremony, 

Thia  being  done,  and  8t  Marka  garriaoned  by 
American  tioopa,  the  army  panned  their  march  eaat- 
ward  to  Suwaney  river,  on  which  they  found  a  large 
Indian  village,  which  waa  conaumed,  and  the  Indiana 
and  nogroee  were  diapened ;  after  which  the  army  re- 
tamed  to  8t  Marka,  bringing  with  them  Robert  C. 
▲mbriater,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  on  their 
march  to  Suwaney.  During  the  halt  of  the  army  for 
n  few  daya  at  St.  Marks,  a  general  court  martial  was 
called;  Arbuthnot  was  arraigned;  found  guilty;  sen- 
ieaced  to  aulbr  death,  and  hung. 

Ambriater  was  tried  in  like  manner,  found  guilty. 
Mid  aentenced  to  whipping  and  confinement  General 
Jncikaon  annulled  the  aentence,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
shot:  and  thb  order  waa  executed. 

It  appeara,  \j  the  testimony,  that  the  army  bad 
nrxived  at  St.  Maik%  on  their  return  from  Suwaney, 
•B  the  86th  of  April;  and  on  the  26th  General  Jaek- 
aon writea  to  the  Secretaiy  at  War  in  the  following 
manner :  "I  shall  leave  this  in  two  or  three  days,  for 
Fort  Gadaden;  and,  after  making  all  neceasary  ar- 
imngementa  for  the  aecurity  of  the  positions  occupied 
and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the  country  west  of  the 
^ppalachieola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  to  Nashville ;  my 
preaence  in  tlUs  country  can  be  no  longer  necessarv. 
T*he  Indian  forces  have  been  divided  and  scattered ; 
eat  off  from  all  communication  with  those  unprincipled 
a^^enta  of  forrign  nations,  who  have  deluded  them  to 
their  ruin,  they  have  not  the  power,  if  the  will  remains, 
of  annoying  our  frontier."  It  appears,  however,  by  the 
eonduct  of  the  commanding  general,  that  he  bad,  at 
ibia  time,  looked  to  difierent  movements;  for,  at  the 
time  he  waa  writing  this  letter,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
testimony  of  Captain  Call  and  Surgeon  Bronaugh,  he 
had  deapatched  Lieutenant  Sands  to  Mobile,  to  forward 
on  a  train  of  artilleiy,  to  a  given  point,  to  be  ready  to 
he  made  see  of  in  redacing  Penaacola  and  the  fort  of 


Barrancaa,  ahonld  that  maaaure  be  thereafter  thought 
proper.  Having  made  these  arrangements,  the  army 
marched  to  Fort  Gadsden,  on  the  Appalachioola  river. 
There,  aa  atated  by  General  Jaekaon,  and  confirmed 
by  the  teatimon^  of  Colonel  Butler,  information  waa 
received  by  a  private  letter,  written  br  a  merchant  at 
Penaacola  to  Mr.  Doyle,  and  shown  to  General  Jaekaon, 
that  a  nnmbar  of  Indiana  had  recently  viaited  PanaaF 
cola,  and  were  committing  depradatiena  on  the  Span* 
ish  inhabitants  of  that  place,  and  were  raoairing  aid* 
and  comfort  from  the  garrison.  On  the  raoaipt  of  thia 
intelligence,  the  raaolution  aeema  to  have  been  taken 
to  garrison  that  place  with  American  troopa;  and» 
after  a  march  of  about  twantv  days,  having  met  hia 
artillerr,  General  Jaekaon,  with  about  twelve  hundred 
men,  the  reat  having  been  discharged,  appeared  befor* 
Penaacolst  the  capital  of  the  province.  The  place  waa 
taken  with  acaroe  the  ahow  Of  reaiatance.  The  Gov- 
ernor had  eecaped,  and  taken  refuge  in  the  fort  of  the 
Barrancaa;  to  wlUch  place,  distant  about  six  mileit 
the  arm  V  marched,  and  the  fortress  waa  inveated  on 
the  26th  of  May ;  and  a  demand  being  made  for  ita 
surrender,  and  refiiaed,  the  attack  waa  made  on  the 
fortreea  l^  land  and  water,  and  after  the  bombard- 
ment and  cannonading  had  been  kept  up  for  a  part  of 
two  days,  and  some  lives  lost,  the  fortrees  was  surren- 
dered, the  garriaon  made  prisoners  of  war ;  and  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  civil  and  miUtary,  trana* 
ported  to  the  Havana,  agreeably  to  the  larma  of  the 
capitulation;  which  terms  General  Jaekaon,  in  hia 
letter  of  the  Sd  of  June,  1818,  dedaraa,  **  were  mor» 
favorable  than  a  conquared  enemy  would  have  merited." 
The  civil  and  military  government  of  Spain  thna 
annulled.  General  Jaekaon  thought  it  necessaiy  to 
abolish  the  revenue  laws  of  Spain,  and  establish  those 
of  the  United  States,  as  more  favorable  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States ;  and»  for  this  purpose^ 
Captain  Gadaden  was  appointed  collector,  and  by  him» 
under  the  authority  of  General  Jackson,  that  depart- 
ment of  the  new  government  waa  organised.  The 
Spaniah  authoritiea  being  thus  put  down  by  the  swordi 
both  civil  and  military,  a  new  government  waa  eatab- 
lished  for  this  newly  acquired  territory,  the  powera  of 
which,  both  civil  and  military,  were  vested  in  military 
officers.  And  General  Jackson  having  declared,  in 
numerous  communications  to  the  Department  of  War, 
that  the  Seminole  war  waa  closed,  and  the  object  of 
the  campaign  at  an  end»  he  returned  to  hia  reaidence 
at  liashviUe,  State  of  Tennessee.  And  here  it  would 
have  given  the  committee  sincere  pleasure  to  have 
stated,  that  the  story  of  the  campaign  had  closed,  but 
facta  which  it  becomes  now  their  duty  to  reporf,  re- 
quire that  history  to  be  continued.  On  the  7th  of 
August,  1818,  more  than  two  months  after  his  con- 
summation of  the  conquest  of  West  and  part  of  Kaat 
Florida,  he  issued  an  order  to  General  Gaiaea,  direct- 
ing him  to  take  possession  of  St  Augustine^  a  strong 
fortress,  and  the  capital  of  East  Floridly.  A  copy  of 
this  order  is  subjoined  to  this  report,  and  his  reaaona 
for  this  meaaure  are  stated  at  large  in  the  order,  and 
reiterated  and  enforced  by  hia  letter  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  War,  dated  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  which  rea- 
sons, fully  and  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  discover 
the  motives  of  the  commanding  general  in  all  his 
nta  against  Spain. 
Th^  tendency  of  these  measures  by  the  commanding 
neral,  aeems  tq  have  been  to  involve  the  nation  in  a 
ar  wi^ont  her  consent,  and  for  reaaons  of  his  own, 
unconnected  with  his  militazy  functions. 
Your  committee  would  be  unwilling  to  attribute  im- 
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of  instnictionf ,  imnni«d  the  oohtm  tbal  tho  Gonttha- 
tkn  demanded,  uiat  all  former  precedente  justified,  and 
to  which  the  public  aentiment  gare  a  decided  ep- 
probalion. 

In  reviewing  the  czeeation  of  Arbathnot  and  Am* 
brister,  your  committee  cannot  bat  consider  it  as  an 
nnneeesBarf  act  of  seTerftj,  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
manding general,  and  a  depurtnre  from  that  mild  and 
Immane  system  towards  prisoners,  whidi*  in  all  our 
conflicts  with  savage  c^  ctviliied  nations,  has  hereto- 
fore been  considered,  not  only  hmiorable  to  the  nation- 
al character,  but  conformable  to  the  dictates  of  sound 
poUcy.  These  prisoners  are  snb)ecte  of  Great  Britain, 
wiUi  whom  ^e  United  States  are  at  peace.  Having 
left  theb  coontry,  and  united  their  fote  vrith  savages, 
with  whom  the  United  States  were  at  war,  they  forfoit- 
•d  thebr  daim  to  the  protection  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment, and  subjected  themselves  to  the  same  treatment, 
which  might,  according  to  the  practice  and  principles 
of  the  American  Government,  be  eztendea  towards 
4hose  with  whom  they  were  associated.  No  process 
of  reasoning  can  degrade  them  below  the  savages  with 
whom  th^  were  connected.  As  prisoners  of  war  they 
were  entitled  to  daim  from  the  American  Government 
that  protection  which  the  most  savage  of  our  foes  have 
nniformly  experienced  when  diaanned  and  in  our 
power. 

Humanity  shudders  at. the  idea  of  a  cold-blooded 
execution  of  prisoners,  disarmed,  and  in  tlie  power  of 
the  conquerer.  And,  although  savages,  who  respect 
BO  laws,  may,  according  to  the  strict  principles  of  the 
law, of  nations,  have  their  own  qrftem  of  crudty  in- 
dicted on  them  by  way  of  retaliation,  it  is  believed  th4t 
such  a  qratem  would  degrade  and  debase  the  civiUied 
iiation  who  should  resort  to  it,  and  is  not  only  repug- 
nant to  the  mild  principles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
but  a  violation  of  those  great  prindples  of  moral  recti- 
tude which  distinguish  the  American  character.  Re- 
taliation in  the  United  States  has  always  been  confined 
to  specified  acts  of  cruelty.  It  is  not  believed  thai  any 
attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  retaliate  for  charges  so 
general  as  those  exhibited  sgainsi  Arbuthnot  and  Am- 
brister,  via :  « Indting  the  Indians  to  war."  During 
the  Revolutionary  war,  only  two  cases  occurred  of 
persons  seized  for  purposes  of  retaliation,  neither  of 
whom  was  executed.  The  case  of  Asgill,  seized  on 
account  of  the  murder  of  Huddy ;  and  Governor  Ham- 
ilton, of  Yincennes,  for  specific  acts  of  crudty  also. 
Hamilton  was  confined  for  a  diort  time  with  rigor, 
and  afterwards  released.  During  the  late  war,  marked 
with  some  cases  of  coId«blooded  massacre  on  the  part 
of  our  enemy,  particularly  the  one  at  the  river  Rauiin, 
no  such  measure  as  retdiationwas  resorted  to. 

The  prindple  assumed  by  the  commanding  generd, 
that  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  uniting  in  war 
against  the  United  States,  while  we  were  at  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  "  became  outlaws  and  pirates,  and 
liable  to  suffer  death,"  is  not  recognised  in  any  code 
of  nationd  law.  Nothing  can  be  found  in  the  history 
of  dvilized  nations,  which  recognises  such  a  prindple, 
except  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  France, 
during  their  short  career  of  folly  and  madness,  which 
declares  that  neutrals,  found  on  board  enemy's  ships, 
should  be  considered  atfd  treated  as  pirates.* 

The  committee  forbear  to  make  any  other  remarks 
on  the  violation  of  the  usual  and  accustomed  forms  in 
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the  panishment  and  conviction  of  Aiballuiot  and  Am- 
brister, except  that  even  despots  claiming  to  exerdai 
abeohite  power  cannot,  with  propriety,  violate  theb 
own  rutea. 

Having  detailed  a  court  martial,  for  die  pmrpose  of 
trying  the  prisoners,  the  commanding  genmrml,  by  hia 
own  authority,  set  adde  the  senlenee  of  the  oourt,  and 
substituted  for  that  sentence  hie  ovm  arfahnry  vrifl. 
In  trials  involving  the  life  of  an  individual,  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  finrm  is  in  ordinary  cases  conaldeTed  the 
best  security  against  oppresrion  and  injvatiee. 

A  departure  from  these  forms  is  cdculalod  to  inflict 
a  wound  on  the  nationd  character  and  taniish  the 
laurds  so  justly  acquired  by  the  commanding  general 
by  his  former  victories.  Such  are  the  &cta,  as  they 
appear  to  the  committee,  and  such  are  the  views  taken 
by  them  of  the  important  subjects  referred  to  their 
consideration,  and,  together  with  their  report,  they 
submit  various  depositions  and  documents,  to  vrhich, 
and  to  the  correspondence  and  documents  reiatittg  to 
the  Seminole  war,  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  SUtes,  at  the  laat  and  prassnt 
seodon,  they  refer.       •   . 


Tbdbsdat,  February  25. 

The  pBBBiDEiiT  conomoDicated  the  credentials 
of  John  Gaillabd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commeBciDg  on  the  fonrth 
day  of  March  next ;  which  were  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

Mr.  TeoifAa  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  hriog 
in  a  bill  granting  a  donatioD  of  land  to  the  State 
of  IlliDoia.  for  the  seat  of  goternmenc  of  said 
State ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  cooside ration : 

Eeaolved^  That  the  Committef  on  the  Poet  Ofiea 
and  Poet  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  die  pro- 
priety of  making  an  extra  aUowanoe  to  the  poetanstera 
at  the  Chickaaaw  and  Chootow  agendea. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
aet,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Wells,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  M.  Brook  and  Edmund  P.  Kenoedy^'^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Louidaoa  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri;  and  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,  severally  passed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  weie  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Pbbsiobnt  communicated  a  repot t  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  comprehending  contrac  ts  made 
by  that  Department  in  the  year  1818,  and  those 
made  by  the  Purchasing  and  Ordnance  depart- 
ments,  for  the  same  period,  in  compliance  inrith 
^*An  act  concerning  public  contracts,"  passed 
April  21st,  1808  $  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Langtiille 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Goerlain 
was  read  a  third  time,  aod  patted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  DesltDde 
was  read  a  third  time^  aod  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart  was  read  a 
third  time,  aad  passed. 

The  bill  far  the  relief  of  John  Rodrignez  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  r^alate  and  fix  the  salaries  and 
compensation  of  Che  reaisters  and  receivers  of 
poblic  moneya  of  the  land  offices  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  paaeed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  G.  Birdseye 
and  Daniel  Booth  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dozet  and  An- 
loine  Bougoad  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coAeideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  invalid  pensioners," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Pensions;  and  the  amendment 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  amended  accordingly ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  Committee 
GO  Pensiona,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  Crawford,of  Indiana,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motioQ  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkjb,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Expertans  Fisk,  were  discharged  from  the  fur« 
ther  conaideration  thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill  aothoriziog  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
gines, for  the  protection  of  the  public  buildings; 
the  bills  for  the  relief  of  Robert  McCalia,  of  Sol- 
omon Provost,  of  Bartholomew  Daverge,  of  John 
Pellec,  of  John  Anderson,  of  Alexander  Milne, 
and  of  Christopher  Fowler — were  severally  con* 
sidered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  passed  the  2d  dav  of  March,  1807. 
enfitied  '*An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  or 
slaves  into  the  United  States."  And  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rdqqlxs,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Joseph  Landon,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  JonneoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Liands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the 
seat  of  government  of  said  State,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  bill  was  talten  up  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  having    — ,  ^« ^ ._ 

been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House;  hand  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  T**^* 


and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time* 

Mr.  Sanforo  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring, 
in  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meetinff  m 
Congress ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

f  he  Senate  resumed  the  .consideration  of  the 
motion  of  yesterday,  for  instructing  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  making  an  extra  allowance 
to  the  postmasters  at  the  Uhickasaw  and  Choc- 
taw agencies;  and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mo  brow,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  bill  making  provision  for  the 
civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjoining  the 
frontier  settlements ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  ana 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An. 
act  establishing  a  separate  Territorial  govern* 
meat  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
sonri;"  and  no  amendment  havina  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  ana  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Miasoqri  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  e()ual  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and,  after  aebate. 
the  forther  consideration  thereof  was  postponea 
until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  distrietti 
and  establish  land  offices  for  the  disposal  of  the 

Sublio  lai>ds  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale  in  the 
itates  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,"  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  duties  on  certain  wines:"  a 
bill  entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  public  buildings,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
land,  and  furnishing  a  sappU  of  water  for  the  use 
of  certain  public  buildings  p  a  bill  entitled  '*Aa 
act  to  enforce  those  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
*An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,'  which  relate  to  the 
right  of  voting  for  directors,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  and  also  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical 
observations  to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  longi- 
tude of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
from  some  known  meridian  in  Europe ;  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  and  resolution  last  mentioned 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  »« 
act,  entitled  «An  act  for  the  final  •dJO»tnien^  ^^ 
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tory  of  Missoari,"  wn  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed|  and  passed. 

.  Mr.  SfppES,  from  the  Committee  of  Pioance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Seleet 
and  Common  Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  to  be  allowed  to  import,  free  from  duty, 
cast-iron  pipes,  for  the  purpose  of  eonyeyiog 
water  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  pnf^ 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  tp  be  granted.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bppeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
rdief  of  Benjamin  Wells,'*  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  taken  up 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  poet* 
poned  until  Monday  next. 

Mr*  Bppeb,  ft^om  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  George  M.  Brook  and  Edmund  P.  Kennedy," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment ;  and  the 
bill  waa  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  haTioff 
been  made,  it  waa  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BnwARDS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  eslablitk  a 
land  office  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 


Satubday,  February  27. 

The  raaoiotton  deelariag  the  maaaer  in  which 
the  vessels  composing  the  Navy  of  the  United 
0taleB  shall  be  namra,  waa  conaideted ;  and  no 
ameadmeDt  haviiw  been  made  thereto^  i«  waa 
ovdered  to  be  reaa  a  third  tiBM,  hot  was  subst- 
qaeotly  poetpoaed  to  Toeaday,  in  order  to  let  the 
vtssel  to  be  launched  on  Monday  receive  the 
name  intended  for  her  before  the  resolution  takes 


The  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  oertaia 
wiaes  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  enforce  those  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  Uniud  States,"  which  relate 
to  the  right  of  voting  for  directors,  and  fpr  other 
pnrpoaes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  public 
buildings,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and 
ftmishin^  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  cer- 
tain public  boildings,  waa  read  the  second  time, 
aad  referred  to  the  CommiUte  on  the  District  o( 
Colambia. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inibrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  concur- 
red in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1819," 
except  that  which  proposes  an  "appropriation 
of  four'  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars,  to  pay  William  and  James  Crooks  the 


amounts  of  the  sales  of  the  schooner  Lord  Nel- 
son," to  which  they  disagree.  They  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  alter  and  establieh  cer- 
tain post  roads  ;^  in  which  bill  they  reqaeac  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observa- 
tions to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of 
the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  from 
some  known  meridian  in  Burope,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  eoaamittee  to 
whom  was  referred  on  the  34t1i  Novefllber,  1818, 
the  memorial  of  William  Lambert 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  to  aathor* 
ize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  deaerlbed, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated land  within  the  same,'  passed  the 
18th  of  April,  1606,"  reported  the  same  withoet 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bdwarub  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  ia 
the  State  of  Illinoia ;  and  the  bill  waa  read,  aad 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Represeautivea  to  the  bilL 
entitled  "An  act  to  designate  the  boaadariei « 
districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  dispoMi 
of  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale  ta 
the  Statea  of  Ohio  and  Indiana."    Whereapoa, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noblb,  resolved  that  msy 
disagree  thereto. 

Tae  bill,  entitled  ''An  net  cOBoefDing  iavaUi 
pensions,"  waa  read  a  third  time  as  uneoded,  aad 
passed. 

The  biU,  entitled  <<An  not  for  the  relief  af 
Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett,"  was 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended,  and  paased. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorlxiag  the  purchase  ef 
fire  engines,  and  building  houses  for  the  mIb- 
keeping  of  the  same,  was  read  a  third  time^  aad 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Soloaoa 
Prevost  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barthola* 
mew  Doverge  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paaied. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pettit 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  An- 
derson was  read  a  third  timi;,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Milne  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Fowler  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

MISSOURI  CONSTITUTION. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  esublishing  a  separ- 
ate Territorial  government  in  the  aoutbern  part  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri."  was  read  a  third  times 
and, 

The  bill  from  (he  other  House  to  authorize  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  Ac, 
was  resumed  \  and,  with  the  various  motions 
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ralotive  ta  i^  gKWB  rite  to  a  long  and  tniiintei 
debate. 

Mr,  WiLaoa  aBored  to  iH^^pooa  the  farther 
epwjderaiMa  of  the  hUl  to  a  dajr  beyood  the  aes- 
uon,  wiiieh  motion  was  decided  aa  follows: 

.  ^*l*T^r",^^''"^'  '^^^•W^  Dickewon,  King, 
J**f*»  *WI«i,  Monil,  Otis,  Robsrti^  BanIM,  Slorer, 
Tkebeaor,  Yen  Dyke^  and  Wilson— 14. 

NAv»-««sm.  BailHMu,  CrittMidsn,  Dana»  Baton, 
Edwaids,  £ppas,  Fiomentin,  OsiUard,  GoldsboraaRlL 
Honoj*  Mnaon.  JLsalca,  Maam,  Ifonow,  NMe, 
PslflMiv  jbgglai,  Btakas,  Tsit,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Wit 
hams  of  Mu^Mipps  and  WiUians  of  Taansssoa— 98. 


So  the  qoeatioB  wis  negatived. 

On  the  queation  to  agree  to  a  propooitioa  to 
strike  out  the  reatriction  against  the  introdnetton 
wr  tolmtia»  of  alaverjr  in  said  new  Sute,a  di? i- 
s^on  of  the  qnestioB  waa  onlled  for.  and  the  i^9»^ 
tios  was  taken  on  atrikingoot  the  latter  elaose  of 
said  rcstrietion,  Ha  follows:  ^Aad  thataU  chiidven 
of  slares,  km  within  the  said  8tat&  after  the 
admission  thereof  into  the  Union  shall  be  free, 
but  may  be  held  to  aenriee  until  the  age  of  twentr- 
fveyeais.*'    And  decided  as  foUows : 

»  T*^^;5?^  Barbonr,  Orittandaa,  Dagget,  Dtna, 
Baton,  Bdmds,  Bofes,  Fromontin,  OalUafd,  OoMs- 
toroofh.  Homy,  Johnson,  King,  Laaock,  Laako^ 
Macon,   Monow,  Otis,  PallMr,   BobotiB,   aanlord, 

5S^»?!!!'*>^g!^.^g^»^  Tham-TrSenar,  Van 
Qyhe,  Wgbama  of  U'mnui^yi,  sad  WilliaaM  of  Ten* 
•91, 


w^  n--^^  BwiU,Diflkomon.Maftsn,llorril, 
Nobl^  Baggiss,  and  Wilson— 7. 

So  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  that  elaose. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  to  atrike  ont  the 
mx  daose  of  anid  reatrietion,  in  tlie  words  fol* 
hming:  ""AtidnkMridmiabo,  That  tlie  farther  in- 
tmdoation  of  slnTary  or  involnatniy  aerriiode  be 
prohibited,  esBcpc  for  the  pnniahaiant  of  erimea, 
^mof  the  pnrtjr  bbnll  haTe  bees  duly  eouTtet- 
ed,-»  and  decided  aa  IbUawB: 

TsAS— Maaaia.  Baiboar,  CMttanden,  Baton,  Bd- 
wsids,  Brass,  Wamentfai,  GaiBaid,  OoUsborongh, 
Horsay,  Johnson,  Laoock,  Leaka,  Macon,  Oti%  Pol- 
mar,  8tokas,Tsi^  TaBat,  Thomaa,  Van  Dtka,  WiU- 
iama  af  MissiiBippi»  mid  WiBhmw  of  TeaasssacLgg. 

ir ^^\Irr?^TS-  ®"'^'  I>«W»B»  Bana,  Biebwaan, 
King,  IWIenp  Manil,  Moaowv  NoUa,  gobarlm  B»g- 
da^  Saaiard,  Skum,  Taylor,  Tichaaoft  Wiii«i-^lfl< 
So  it  waa  decided  1 01  ainke  oat  this^ns»  ate; 
when,  befose  ftaally  acting  oa  the  biU,.tka0enaie 
adjonrned* 


MoKDAT,  March  1. 
Mr.  WiLaoik  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  J.  Aitocl 
and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  biU  granting  a  donation  of  laod  to  the 
State  of  lUmois,  for  the  seat  of  government  of 

■^mi.^'t^;  ^*"i  '^^  *  ^^'^'^  "*»«>  ^^  passed. 

The  bill  makiog  provision  for  the  civilization 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjoining  the  frontier  seUle- 
meots,  wiM  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  returned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Wbele,  the  coosideratfen  of  the  bill  to  revive  the 
poweri  of  the  commisaioaera  for  ascertaining  and 
deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  De^ 
Mit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  at  Green 
Bay  and  Prairie  do  Chien,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan ;  and  the  bill  having  been  ameaded,  ic 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
eagroased  and  read  a  third  time— yeas  18.  navs 
6,  as  follows :  '  '       / 

Yaaa— Maasn.  Barbour,  Buirill,  Crittandan,  Dag« 
«Jtt,^aa,  IMskarson,  Gafilaid,  Laooek,  Mbsrow,^ 

"^„?^'<^  K'W*^  Swfot*  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomas^ 
WdhamsofTennassaa,  and  Wilson.  -— — t 

NxT^Maaara.  Baian,  Edwaida,  King,  Laaka^  Ma- 
oim,  sad  Storax. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  bill  entitled  "An  ad 
eaUblishiBg  a  aeparate  Territorial  government  in 
tha  aoathern  part  of  the  Territdry  of  Miaaanri;^' 
It  having  been  previooaly  read  a  thint  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Buurill, 

'•That  the  aaid  bUI  be  leoommittad  to  the  commit, 
tea  to  whom  tha  aame  waa  fiiat  rdened,  with  instmo- 
tions  so  to  amend  tha  aame  that  tha  ftuther  intradn^ 
^?  ^^  davsiy  or  invoianisffy  aarvitada  wiidn  tha 
nid  Tamto^,  anapt  flnr  tha  pnniduaaai  of  cnaaa, 
baprddbilad:" 

it  waa  decenaiaed  in  the  negative— yeas  H 
nays  19|  as  foUova:  ^ 

Yaa»-Maana.  Bnnill,  Baggatl,  Bana,  Diakatasn, 
Kug^  Laoodk»  Mallan»  Nobl%  Bobarta,  Bagglai^  Bss^ 
lord, Stomr, Ticheaor. and  Wilson.  '^"•""^''^ 

Nass— Masam.  Bariionr,  Crittandan,  Baton,  Bd- 
wards,  £iipes»  Fiomentin,  Gatllaid,  Qoldsboson^ 
Johnson,  Leake,  Macon,  Morrow,  8tokaa,Tail,.Talbot. 
Taylor,  Thomas,  WilUoma  of  MissisaippL  sod  Wil- 
liams of  Tennessee. 

On  the  question, "  Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmaiive.  So  it  was  re- 
solved that  this  bill  nasa. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paaped 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  confirming  ceruin  ^^^tt^ 
to  land  in  the  Sute  of  IllinoisT^  a  bill  entitled 
•*An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr ;"  a  bill  ami- 
tied  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building,  erecting; 
and  pliusiog  light-houses,  beacons,  and  buoys  oa 
places  designated  in  Boston,  Buzzard,  and  Ches- 
apeake Bays,  Lakes  Ontario  and  £rie,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  extend- 
ing the  term  of  half-jpay  nensions  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  certain  omceia,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, who  died  in  the  public  service:"  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  M'Causland;" 
and  a  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ro- 
bert Kid,  Seth  Webber,  and  Thomas  Page;"  ia 
which  buls  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tha 
Senate. 

The  six  bills  hut  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Ulinois  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr  was  read, 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent  aad  te« 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afih^s* 
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The  bill  to  authorise  the  bniidiog,  ereeiiog, 
and  placing  ligbt-honses,  beacons,  and  baovi  on 
places  designated  in  Boston,  Buxzard  and  Cnesa- 
peake  bays,  Lake  Ontaiio  and  Lake  Erie,  and 
tor  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time  bjr 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  extending  the  term  of  half*paj  pen- 
sions Co  the  widows  and  children  of  certam  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public 
serriee,  was  read  the  second  time  hj  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  MK)ansland  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kid,  Seth 
Webber,  and  Thomas  Page,  was  read  the  second 
time  b||r  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads  was  twice  read*  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
miuee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Gottcress  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tne  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Gbvernment  for  the 
year  1819,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  resolved  to  recede  therefrom. 
'  Mr.  DicxiBSON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wad  referred  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical 
obserTations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longitude 
of  the  Capitol  in  the  city  of  Washington  from 
some  known  meridian  in  Europe,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  State  government  in 
the  Missouri  Territory  was  taken  up,  and  having 
been  further  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Brook  and 
Edmund  P.  Kennedy  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  pay  of  inva- 
lid pensioners;"  and  the  amendment  made,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  having  been  concurred 
in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint 
an  additional  agent  for  paying  pensions  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee ;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  enforce  those  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  sulwcribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,'  which  relate  to  the 
right  of  voting  for  directors,  and  for  other  pur- 


poses;" and  also  the  bill,  entitled  *  An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  certain  wines,''  reported 
the  same,  respectively,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  GoLosBOROUOB,  from  the  cooaautcee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings, 
for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and  famishing 
a  supply  of  water  for  the  usaof  certain  public 
buildings,"  reported  the  same  without  unend- 
menL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bpfbs,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Joshua  Aubin,  and  also  of  Henry  Rice,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  coasideralion -thereof, 
respectively,  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to 
withdraw  their  papers. 

On  motion  ofldr.  BoaRiLL)  the  Coauniu«e  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  A  Perth 
Amboy,  praying  that  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  may  be  held  at  that  placey  instead 
of  New  Brunswick,  were  dischai^^  liom  che 
further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  mem<»ial  of  the  Naw 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  representing  the 
great  evils  that  would  arise  from  a  repeal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suteei  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  DtocsBUOii,  the  Library 
Committee,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  further  extending  the  privii^e 
of  using  the  books  in  the  Library  of  Congress, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  for  the  relief  jof  Hannah  Ring  and  Luther 
Frink,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions ;  and  the 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to.  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  amended,  ana  che  amend- 
ment being  concuned  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Laodok  submitted  the  following  motioia 
for  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  paved  to 
the  second  reading : 

Seaohfedf  That  the  Committee  of  Aooonnts  be  so- 
thozised  and  directed  to  mske  the  same  allowuioe  fer 
extra  servioes  to  each  peiaon  serving  thia  House,  mm 
was  granted  at  the  end  of  the  last  aessioa. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tike 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  providing 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of 
land  at  the  land  offices;  and  no  amendmeat 
having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House. 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rugoles,  the  Committee 
on  the  Militia,  who  were  instructed  to  ioquixe 
into  the  expediency  of  making  some  further  pro- 
vision by  law  to  insure  annual  and  accurate  re* 
turns  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resume,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
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Whole,  the  eonndemtiofi  of  the  hill  relttlfe  to 
the  latent  Office,  tod  to  the  salary  of  the  soper- 
iDteodeoi  thereof;  and  the  hlaok  hafing  beeo 
Med  with  <'  two  thousand,"  the  hill  was  reported 
to  the  HoQM  ;  and,  being  eoncnrred  in.  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resinned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Noah  Brown  and  others ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  RoBBBTB,  the  farther  eonsideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  the  fiAh  day  of  Mareh, 
instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Confmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Harold  Smyth ;"  and  no 
amendment  haTing  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Liabedoyere  de  Kermion ;  and  no  amendment 
baying  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  reenmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Qrant;  and  no  amendment  baring 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or« 
dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Lefebre;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  ic  wns  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


TuBBDAr,  March  2. 

Mr.  WiLUAMSy  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Militarr  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Orr,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  GoLnaBOBOuaB,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Dbtrict  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entiUed  ^  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  and  empower 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Washington 
Turnpike  Company  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
when  organize^  to  extend  and  make  their  turn- 
pike road  to  or  from  Qeorgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  throush  the  said  District  to  the  liae 
thereof,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Pbbbiobmt  communicated  the  credentials 
of  Joan  F.  Pabbot,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
instant  ^  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Lacocx,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
extending  the  term  of  half-pjay  pensions  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  certain  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  serrice,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gk)i4>8BOBouoB,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colombia,  to  whom 


of  their  charier ;  the  memorial  of  John  Mason 
and  others,  praying  the  repeal  of  an  act  of  Con* 
gress  exempting  the  City  of  Washington  fma 
county  taxes ;  the  memorial  of  the  Colombian 
Institute,  praying  the  grant  of  a  part  of  the  pub* 
lie  reserration  of  ground  in  the  City  of  Wash* 
iogton ;  and  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instruct* 
ing  tbfem  to  inquire  into  the  expediencr  of  amend* 
ing  the  laws  existing  in  the  District  of  Columbiai 
regulating  the  seizure  and  sale  of  persons  of  color 
suspected  to  be  runaway  sla? es,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respect* 
irely. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Golobbobouob,  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe* 
tition  of  Blderken  Potter,  the  memorial  of  Nbp 
thaniel  Cutting,  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
son, and  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  bill  to  proride  for  the  payment  of  slares  im* 
pressed  into  the  public  serrice/ and  lost  in  the 
said  serrice,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  respectirely. 

Mr.  Sakfobo,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing, erecting,  and  placing  light-house^  beaconS| 
and  booys,  on  places  designated  in  Boston,  Buz- 
zard, and  Chesapeake  bays,  Lakes  Ontario  and 
Srie,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  having  been  , 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the 
amendment  beinc  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tioM 
as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T^rr,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislap 
tare  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  •ffninst  the  con- 
struction of  the  limits  of  said  Territory,  were 
dischamd  from  the  further  consideration  there- 
of; and,  on  hianMtion,  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  to  whom  waa  referred,  on  the  8th  of  Jan* 
nary,  1819,  three  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary,  were  discha^ed  firom  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  respectifely. 

Mr.  WiLBOir,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  aol 
for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Minis,  and  others,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  PBBaiOBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
S.  de  Krafft,  offering  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
the  printing  of  the  Senate;  and  the  letter  was* 
read. 

Mr.  RuooLBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^ An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  McCausiand,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution,  declaring 
the  manner  in  which  the  ressels  comprising  the 
Nary  of  the  United  States  shall  be  named,  it 
hartng  been  preriouslr  read  a  third  time — aind 
resolf  ed  that  this  resolution  pass.  -   ^  ** 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hai- 

time,nnapi««d. 


was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Comration  of  I  old  Smyth,"  was  read  a  third  time,  ^^^^\^ 
the  City  of  Washington,  praying  for  a  renewal  I     The  biU,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorise  ^^^^  »^- 
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feUtf f  of  War  to  appoiat  aa  addtiiaoal  afeae  for 
paying  pensioBs  in  tbe  State  of  Tennessee,"  was 
read  a  toird  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  tlie  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
to  anthorize  the  people  of  the  Missonri  Territory 
to  form  a  ooostiuitioa  and  State  gofemmeaU  and 
for  the  admissioa  of  such  State  intp  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;,'' 
having  beea  reported  by  the  committee  oorreetlv 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, tod  passed  with  ameadments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  net 
regalating  the  pay  of  inTalid  pensioners,"  haTiog 
hMn  reported  by  theeommiuee  eorreetly  enaross- 
ed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  aoieaded,  and 
pnesed  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  net 
for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Ring  and  Lather  Frink," 
haTtag  beea  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
eogrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
ameaded.  and  passed  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors 
in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  relaUTe  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
the  salaij  of  the  saperintendent  thereof,  was  read 
a  third  time^  and  passed. . 

The  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  do  Ker- 
mion  waa  rsad  a  third  time,  and  paned. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Qrant  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefobfe  wvs 
read  a  third  ttme^  and  passed. 

The  hiU  lo  revive  the  powen  of  the  comania^ 
sMneia  for  aeeertaiainaaad  deciding  on  ckiois  to 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  seiding 
the  elaima  to  land  at  dreen  Ba^  and  Ptatrie  da 
GhieB,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed 

A  message  from  the  Hense  of  Representatives 
iaformed  tfes  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  origiaatad  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^*Aa  act  to  eoattnae  in  force  aa  act  regalatiogthe 
earreney  within  the  Uaited  States,  of  the  gold 
coins  of  Orsat  Britain^  Fraaee,  Portogal,  aad 
Sjpain,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  fraac 
pieces,''  with  an  amendment ;  in  whioh  thev  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
pamed  a  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  in  behalf  of  the 
Connecticut  Asylum  for  teachtag  the  deaf  aad 
dumb;"  a  bill,  catitkd  *'An  act  aatiMwizing  the 
sale  of  ceruin  military  sites ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 


act  in  additioa  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  au- 
tberiae  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  take 
possession  of  BlaBt  and  West  Florida,  and  estab- 
lish a  temporary  government  therein ;"  in  which 
bilb  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  concurred  in  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  ftirm  a 
eonatitution  aad  State  goveramest,  aad  for  the 
admissioD  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States^"  except 
the  eleventh,  and  to  that  they  disagree. 
The  Seaala  proceeded  to  consider  the  eleventh 


amendaaent,  disagreed  to  bv  the  Hooae  of  Ro- 
reseautives.  [This  amendment  atrnck  cot  the 
prohibitory  clause  concerning  the  toleracioii  of 
slavery  in  said  Sute.] 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  the  Sen- 
ate resolved  to  adhere  to  their  aaid  amendment. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concorreacc 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  biU, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  leg- 
utatiaa  the  earreney  within  the  United  States  af 
the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portwal, 
aad  Spain,  and  the  crowaa  of  Fraaae  aad  five 
franc  pieces." 

Whereupon  resolved,  that  the  Seaaie  ceneur 
therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ia  addition  to  the 
acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,"  waa  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimoas  coaseat,  and  referred 
to  the  cooamittee  appelated  the  15th  oi  Decem- 
ber, 1818,  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Baton,  from  the  said  committee,  snhee 
qently  reported  the  said  bill  with  aa  amendowat; 
p[iropoiing  to  strike  out  the  sixth  seetioa  thereof, 
inserted  ia  the  other  House,  on  motion  of  BIr. 
PiMoai^L,  to  amke  the  ofleacoof  amnggliagalivci 
from  Africa  punishnfale  with  death.] 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  aad  cha  bill 
was  read  a  third  tioie,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  aathoriaiag  the  safe 
of  certain  military  sites,"  was  read  the  acaond 
time  by  imaaimoos  cooeeni,  aad  referred  ta  the 
Committee  oa  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  said  com- 
mittee, reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  behalf  of  the  Coa- 
aecticat  Aaylmn  for  teaching  the  deaf  aad  dumb," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unaatmoas  coaseat, 
aad  refericd  to  the  Committee  oa  FaUia  Lands. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  said  ooaiaHtiae,  repon- 
ed  the  hiil  withoat  amendmeati  aad  ii  was  con- 
sidered aa  ia  Commivtee  of  the  Whole ;  aad,  ao 
ameadoMttt  haviag  been  made,  it  was  r^orted 
to  the  House,  aad  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  biflj  entiiied  ''An  act  to  aathorixe  the 
President  of  the  United  Statea  to  take  peeaeesion 
of  £ast  and  West  Florida,  aad  cstaUbh  a  tsm- 
|M»rary  government  therein,"  was  read  the  second 
tune  by  unanimoas  eoaeent,  aad  referred  to  the 
Committee  oa  Foreiga  Relatioas. 

Mr.  Maooa,  from  the  said  coaimittee^  reported 
the  htli  with  ameadments,  which  were  lesid  and 
eoosidered  aa  in  Commictee  of  the  Whale;  and, 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  amiended  accordingly ;  and,  the  amead- 
meau  beiag  coacaned  in,  tWy  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Eppsa^  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kid,  Seth  WeU>er,  aad 
Thomas  Page,"  reported  the  same  withoat  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  STQsaa,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads^  to  whom  was  referred  the 


381 


saaaoRY  of  oomaagm. 


Mamb,  laia 


Smiatc. 


bill,  entided  "An  act  fo  alter  and  aHaUish  eer-| 
tain  poac  sctidB^'*  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
meiics,  which  w«re  i«ad,  and  eonsidered  ae  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  haTia^  beea 
agreed  to  with  farther  ameadmeDtai  the  bill  was 
reported  to  tlie  Hoase  amended  aecordiagly ;  and, 
the  amettdnents  beiog  conenrred  in,  they  were 
cxrdered  to  be  engrossed,  aod  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 

The  PaBSfnuiT  eoouninieated  a  letter  from 
Joaathan  BUiot,  offering  himself  as  a  candidate 
for  Che  priatiag  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  letter  was 
read. 

The  bin  jfor  the  relief  of  Samuel  J.  Axon  was 
read  the  acoond  time. 

Mr.  W1L8011,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
mbject,  reported  a  resolation^  directing  the  man- 
ner in  whteh  the  printing  of  Congress  shall  be 
cxecafed,  fijdng  the  prices  thereof,  and  proTiding 
fo  the  appHointment  of  a  printer  or  printers;  and 
the  resoluiiOB  was  twice  read  br  nnanimeaa  eon- 
sent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  n(^  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  wee  reaotted  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engroaseo,  and  read  a  third  time.  It  was  then 
rcM  a  third  time  by  naaaioioiis  consent,  aod 


Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  Commiuee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  reiief  of  Henry  Batman,"  report- 
ed the  same  with  aoMndments ;  which  were  read. 

The  reeolntioa  anthorizing  an  allowance  for 
extra  serYiees  to  persons  serving  the  Senate  was 
read  the  second  and  third  tiaaes  by  nnanimoas 
consent^nd  passed. 

The  ranmiHurr  commonicated  a  letter  from 


Daniel  Rapine,  offerina  himself  as  a  candidate 
for  the  printing  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  letter  was 
read. 

Mr*  Moanow,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  estab* 
lish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  IHiaois, 
reported  the  saoM  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  BnwAaoe  presented  the  petition  of  San»- 
oel  Abbott,  of  Randolph  cooaty,  ia  the  State  of 
lU ioois^  praving  relief  for  certain  erroneens  en* 
tries  of  iani^  as  stated  ia  the  petition ;  which  was 
md. 

Mr*  Taoxan  nreoeated  the  petitioa  of  the  Le- 
giriatnve  of  the  State  of  Ifiinois,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emntion  may  be  ezteaded  to  certaia 
settlet s  in  said  Slate,  as  stated  in  the  petitioa ; 
rend* 


WsoaisDAT,  March  3. 

The  credentials  of  WiuxuiiA.  PALitaa,  ap- 
pointed a  Seaator  by  the  LegishMare  of  the  Sute 
of  Sooth  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  year% 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  instant, 
were  eommnnicated  and  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  nmendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
authorize  the  building,  erecting,  and  placing 
light^hoasee,  beacons^  aod  buoys,  on  places  design 
sued  in  Boston,  Boaxard,  and  Chesapeake  Bays^ 


Lakm  Ontario  and  Brie,  and  for  other  parpaeas." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  and  esublish  certain  post  soads,"  having 
been  repoRed  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend* 
ed,  and  passed. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  eatitled  "An  act 
to  autborixe  the  President  of  the  United  Stntas 
to  tAe  JNMsessioa  of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  and 
establish  a  temporary  goTerament  therein,"  bar- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  e»> 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
aad  pasaed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress;  and  the 
blank  haTiag  beea  filled  with  << second  Monday^ 
on  motion  by  Mr.  RoannTs,  that  the  further  con* 
sidemtaon  thereof  be  postponed  mtil  co*morrow, 
it  was  deteimiued  in  the  nq^atite— -yeas  6,  naye 
22,  as  follows: 

YsAs  Messrs.  Bppes,  Laeock,  Macon,  Boberts^ 
Raggiss,  sad  WiUiams  of  Temsssss. 

Nits — ^Messrs.  BarbouTy  BumO,  Baggett,  Bans, 
Bkkerson,  Eaton,  Bdwsrd%  FromentiB*  Gsilhrdy 
OoMsboroogh,  Johnson,  Leske,  Meflen,  Kobl^  Pd^ 
Bier,  Sanford,  Storer,  Ttit,  Tichener,  Tan  Byke,  Wit 
lisms  of  Mississippi,  end  Wilson. 

No  amendment  haTina  been  made  to  said  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

Tne  PaaainanT  communicated  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Ghiles  &  Seatoo,  from  William  A.  DaTis 
and  from  Andrew  Way,  jr.,  respectlrely  ofibring 
thcmselres  as  candidates  for  tbe  printing  of  the 
Senate ',  and  the  letters  were  scTerally  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  certain  wines;"  and 
no  amendment  haying  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  thiid  read- 
ing. It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  RepneeniatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  adheee  to 
their  disa^reeomat  to  the  eleventh  amendmam 
proposed  and  adhered  to  br  the  Senaie  to  the 
biU,  eatitled  '*An  act  to  aathariae  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  aad 
State  gorernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  uto  the  Union  on  aa  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States.'' 

The  bill  eatitled  ''An  act  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
necticut Asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  aad 
dumb,"  was  read  a  third  time,  aad  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  apprepriaiioas  for  the  public  build- 
ings ;  for  the  purcnase  of  a  lot  of  land,  and  fur- 
inishing  a  sopply  of  water  for  the  use  of  certaii^ 


288 


HISTOBT  OF  OaNGRBSa 


284 


Bbnatb. 


/Vociwdtfn^f* 


Mabob,  1819. 


SuUic  bmlditigi;"  aad  no  am^odment  hsTinff 
een  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  Qnanimons  content,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Minis,  and  others  ;'^  and 
no  amendment  haring  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  anani- 
moos  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kid,  Seth  Webber, 
and  Thomas  Page ;"  and  no  amendment  haring 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  passed  the  second  day  of  March, 
1807,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;"  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Bubbill,  the  further  consideration 
theteor  was  postponed  nntil  to*morrew« 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementar^r  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  aet  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  on  the  2d  day  of  Biftarch,  1799 ;"  and  no 
amendment  haTing  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  eonceroiog  the  allowance  of  pensions  upon  a 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands;  and  no  amend- 
ment haTing  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  it  })assed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton$"and  no 
amendment  haTing  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Moss  f*  and  no  amende 
ment  having  been  made«  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reaoing.  It  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  unaoimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Phcebe  Stuart;*^  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Batman,'^  together 


with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  wns  re- 
ported to  the  House  amended  accordingly;  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  they  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimoiM  consent  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Calum  f  and 
no  amendment  havine  been  made,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  House ;  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimoaa  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaeotativis 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  orif^nated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogmn,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  cob- 
eurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eonsider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
last  mentioned  bill,  and  they  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Laoock  presented  communications  from 
Robert  Butler,  Adjutant  General  of  the  South- 
ern Division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  of  Colonel  Qeorge  Gibson,  in  rdation  to 
their  testimony  before  the  committee,  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  18th  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Seminole  war;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'Aa 
aet  to  authorize  and  empower  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Wa:ihin2ton  Turnpike  Com- 
pany of  the  State  of  Marybnd,  when  organized, 
to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or 
from  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
through  the  said  District  to  the  line  thereof;" 
and  no  amendment  have  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading.  It  was  then  read  a  thiid  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resuined,  as  in  Committee  f^  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled 
'^An  aet  extending  the  term  of  half-pay  pensions 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  certain  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public 
service ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  supplementary  to 
an  aet,  entitled  'An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  th*en  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
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lief  of  8aaml  F.  Hooker ;  «id«  on  motioo  by 
Mr.  RoBBwra.  tlie  furtber  eonsiaeretioa  thereof 
was  poicponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Seaate  retnmcd,  at  ia  Oommiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  amend  the  aet,  entitled  *An  act  sap- 
plemenury  to  the  ad,  entitled  An  act  to  author- 
ize  the  State  of  Tenneesee  to  istae  grants  and 
perfiect  titles  to  certaia  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  ittiU  the  claims  to  the  racant  and  nnap- 
propriated  land  within  the  same,"  passed  the 
18th  of  April,  1806,  and.  on  motion  bf  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Tenneesee»  the  further  eensideration 
thereof  was  poetponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Bppbs.  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  poetponeo  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  tbt 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioa  of  the  bill,  entiiied 
^Atk  not  to  eoforue  those  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled 'An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,'  which  relate  to 
the  rigbt  of  TOttug  for  directors  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  no  amendment  baring  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoose,  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third 
time  by  noanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatires 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  ia 
ail  the  amendmcnu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  anil  establish  a  temporary  gorern- 
ment  therein,"  except  that  which  proposes  to 
add  a  new  section,  as  a  fifth  section  of  the  said 
bill,  with  amendments,  and  that  they  do  not 
agree  to  so  much  of  the  amendments  as  proposes 
to  add  a  new  section  h5  a  fifth  section  of  the 
laid  bill.  They  bare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  inralid  pensioners  ;"  and  also  a 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to,  and  altera- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
imported  mlt;  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish 
exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  ressels  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Monaow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  confirming  ceruin  claims  to  land  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment  |  and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  astronomical  obserTations  to  be  made,  to 
asceruio  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  from  some  known  merid- 
ian in  Europe;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bubbili.. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponeo 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establieh 


a  new  land  office  in  the  Bute  of  Illinois :  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioa  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr ;"  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  tnird  reading.  It 
was  then  read  a  tnird  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  in  the 
efening. 

Sw  Q*elock  in  the  evening. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au* 
thoriae  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
take  posscMion  of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  and 
eataUish  a  temporary  government  therein:" 
whereupon, 

Reeotved  That  they  do  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  ReprcsentatiTce  to  their 
fourth  and  fifth  amendments,  and  that  they  do 
recede  frpm  their  amendment,  which  proposes  to 
add  a  new  section,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  Houee 
of  Representatires. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Monaow,  the  Committee 
on  Pttbiio  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  subjects  referred  to 
them  during  the  preeent  session,  upon  whioh 
they  have  not  reported. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stokbs,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Dearborn,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  iuTaUd 
pensions,"  was  read  the  fiiat  and  second  times  by 
imanimoiu  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Btokbo,  from  said  committee,  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment ;  and,  on  motioo,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill,  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "An  act,  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  ol^ 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported, 
and  allowances  to  certain  ressels  employed  in 
the  fisheries,"  was  read  three  sereral  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bilL  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the 
State  of  lUioots,  was  read  a  third  time  by  unan* 
mous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wiljion,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  appointment  of  a  printer,  on  their  part, 
agreeably  to  the  prorisions  of  a  joint  resolution 
of  this  date;  and  on  the  ballots  baring  been 
counted,  it  appeared  that  Messrs.  Qales  and  Sea- 
ton  had  a  majority  and  were  elected. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  McCaosland;"  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading,  li 
was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  eoaaent, 
and  passed. 
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The  Senate  reramtd,  as  in  CommitttM  ef  tbe 
Wbele,  ibe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  to  authorize  tbe  sale  of  certain  nilitaTj 
sites ;"  and  no  amendment  haviag  been  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  thifd 
reading.  ^It  was  thai  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
BOtts  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  couTcy 
a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  lying  in  Jefferson  county,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia;"  and  no  amendment  haying  been  made 
theretOj  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed 
to  a  tburd  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relkf 
of  Sannel  J.  Azson ;  and  the  furtho  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morr#w. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wiurfe,  the  eonsidenttion  of  the  bill  fVirther  sop- 
piemen  tar^r  to  an  ac^  entitled  *^An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  on  the  9d  day  of  March,  1799|  and,  on 
motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to«iorrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Maoow,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  pare 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  notify  him, 
that  unless  he  may  have  other  communications 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are 
ready  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr.  bAQOBrr, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Burrill, 

Semk»d,  unanimotufy,  Thst  Ae  thanks  of  Oe 
Senate  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Jaxbb  BABaoniy 
Senalot  from  Yiigittia,  for  the  dignified  and  impartial 
amnner  in  which  he  hos  discharged  the  important  du- 
ties of  tbe  President  of  the  Senate^  stnce  he  ws^  called 
to  the  Chair. 

Satdvid,  wumimouMfyf  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Senate  be  also  presented  to  the  honorable  Jsbji  Gai&- 
jjLJLDf  Senstor  orom  Soath  Carolina,  for  tbe  dignified 


and impMtiid mawsr  iniritiA he disBlMifed  the im- 
portent  dntise  of  PrsssdeBt  of  the  Senale  donk^  Iks 
time  he  presided  therein. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Babbooe  nddresned  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows : 

Oenikmen  .•  The  sennUfirr  prsdneed  by  tiib  new 
evidenee  of  year  kindness  and  approbation^  is  beyond 
my  power  to  express.  I  woM  rather  refer  Is  yonr 
own  bosoms  as  Inmishiiv  a  more  oorreet  standaid  by 
wUeh  to  apMeeiate  it.  I  hsnre  tte  eonsolalion  to  lo- 
teAy  that  whalsvsr  of  aeal  or  eanecity  I  pnsssaij  hm 
been  devoted  to  the  disohazge  of  the  dntiee  of  my  ela- 
tion ;  yonr  epprobatkm  ismore  thanaa  ampb aswaid. 
Permit  me  as  the  auMBsnl  of  ssparaling  ia  appieafliing, 
firem  ail  ibr  a  seaseni  firom  sobm  peHmpe  ferseer,  to 
tender  jon  all  an  afiectionate  ftrewelly  and  to  pisy 
that  upon  your  return  to  your  xeqiectiTe  homes,  year 
reception  may  be  such,  in  all  yonr  relatiops,  as  msy 
make  yon  happy. 

Mr.  Gaillab*  then toae  nod  annde  the  following 

address: 

Mr.  Prssident :  Nettle  the  eatiafedionaiid^  from 
the  coasdeusnses  of  ftithfldly  pstteming  em  dn^, 
ttie  latoiabis  opinion  of  Iheee  wni  whom  we 
■nfiiilsii  afiirds  ^»  fcia-Kmt  Miatifiioatieii  tiiai 
leceived;  sadtbepessentTeleof  aDptebatien, 

^  1  have  es 


with  the  many  acts  of  kindness 
from  this  honorable  body*  have  eaciled  ia  my  wuai 
feelings  of  gratitude  whieh  neither  tiase  nor  circBB- 
stances  can  erei  e&ce« 

A  message  from  the  Hotne  of  RepraneniacireB 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houac^  hmving  fin- 
ished the  business  belbre  them^  are  nboat  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  MaooN  reported,  from  the  joint  eommittse, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  farther  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress^ 

The  Secretary  was  then  directed  to  inform 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate, 
having  finished  the  Legislative  business  before 
them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

The  PRBSinSMT  then  adjourned  the  Senate 
stfie  die. 
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HOUSE  OP  RBPRESBNTATTVBS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  TH£  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  KONDAT,  NOVEMBEB  16,  181&  ^ 


M01I9AT,  Nawmtwr  16^  1818. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  meet- 
iog  of  CoBgfCH,  Hbrbt  Clat,  the  Speaker) 
TaoMAO  DoooHBRTT,  the  Clerk,  and  thefolbw- 
ing  membera  of  the  House  of  Representatifes, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

F^om  New  HoMifttre-nlfnab  Bvticr,  Clifton 
Clagetti  Ssmaal  Hsie,  Arthur  LiTermore,  John  F. 
PuTott,  sod  Nathaniel  Uphsm. 

J^wn  MoMwaehuutU — Benjsmin  Adsms,  Joihas 
Gsge,  John  Holmes,  Jonsthsn  Msson,  Msreas  Morton, 
Benjamin  Orr,  Thomss  Rtee,  Nsthsniel  Rnggles, 
Zsbdiel  Sampson,  Henry  Shaw,  Nsthsniel  Silsbee, 
end  Espial  Wtaitmsn. 

From  Bkode  JUbitf--Jehn  L.  Bosi,  Jan. 
J!^wn  Cofifiee/ieii^— Ebensisr  Huntington,  Jona> 
than  O.  MoadsT,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Nsthsniel  Tsny, 
and  Thomas  S.  Willisms. 

From  Vermonl— Hemsn  Allen,  Samuel  C.  Crsils, 
William  Hunter,  Orsamus  C.  Merrill,  Charles  Ridi, 
and  Mark  Richards. 

From  Jkw  ForA»— Oliver  C.  Comstock,  John  P. 
Cnshmao,  Joaish  Hssbrouck,  John  Herkimer,  Thomas 
H.  Hnbberd,  Willism  Inring,  Dorrsnce  Kirtlsnd, 
Tbomaa  Lawyer/  John  Pshner,  John  Ssvage,  Philip 
J.  Sdiayler,  Tredwell  Scodder,  Henry  R.  Storrs, 
Jamaa  Tallmadge»  jun.,  John  W.  Taylor,  George 
TownsMid,  Kensidser  Westeilo,  Jsmes  W.  Wilkin, 
uid  Isaac  Williams. 

/Vofla  New  Jon^ — ^Ephrsim  Bstemsn,  Benjsmin 
Bennett,  Joaeph  Bloomfield,  Chsrles  Kiniey>  J(^m 
Iinn«  and  Henry  Southard. 

Prom  Pennayhtmia — Willism  Andenon,  Henry 
Baldwin,  Andrew  Boden,  Isaac  Darlington*  Jose^ 
Hophinaon,  William  P.  Maclsy,  David  Marchand, 
Kobeit  Moore,  John  Murray,  Alexander  Ogle,  Thomsf 
patteiaon,  "f  homas  J.  Rogers,  John  Sergesnt,  Adsm 
Seybert*  Chxiitisn  Tsrr,  Jsmes  M.  Wsllace^  John 
Wttiteaida,  and  WilHsm  Wilson. 

Prom  MaryUmd^Thom^M  Bsyley,  Thomas  Cul- 
bretb,  John  C.  Herbert,  Peter  Little,  George  Peter, 
Philip  Reed,  Ssmuel  Smith,  snd  Philip  Stuart. 

From  l^irgtfiia— Archibald  Austin,  Philip  P.  Bar* 

boor.    'William  A.  Bnrwell,  John  Floyd,  Robert  S. 

Gantett,  IVillism  J.  Lewis,  Willism  McCoy,  Chsrles 

F.  If  ereor,  Hogh  Nelcon,  Thomss  Nswlon»  Jsmes 

15tli  Con.  2dSs9S.— 10 


Pindsllf  Jsmss  Plesssnt%  AJezsnder  Smyth*  snd 
Henry  St.  George  Tucker. 

From  North  Corolmo— Weldon  N.  Edwsrdib  Thoe. 
H.  HsU,  George  Mumford,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Thomaa 
Settle,  Jesse  Slocumb,  Jsmes  S.  Smith,  Jsmes  Stewert* 
Felix  Wslker,  snd  Lewis  WiUisms. 

From  StnM  Coro/tfia— Joseph  Balliager,  Henry 
Middleton,  snd  Sterling  Tucker. 

F^m  Georgio — Zsdook  Cook,  Josl  Crswftfrd,  Jcdm 
Foisyth,  snd  Willism  Terrell. 

^om  JCm/iiefty— Jeeeph  Deshs,  Ridiard  M.  John- 
son, Anthony  New,  TanstsU  Qnsrles,  Gsorge  Rob- 
ertson, Thomss  Speed,  David  TrimUe,  snd  Dstid 
Wslker. 

F)rom  Ikuncisea  Thomss  Claihoma^  Frsneis  Jones^ 
snd  John  Rhes. 

From  Q4»e--John  W.  CsmpbeU,  and  William 
Henry  Hsrrisoa. 

From  Indiana — William  Hendricks. 

From  Mimuippi — George  Poindexter. 

The  IbUowloff  members,  elected  to  supply  Ta- 
cancies  in  the  Hoase,  also  appeared,  were  qoali- 
fied,  and  took  their  seats,  viz: 

From  Masiaehasetts,  Enoob  Linoolr,  Tiee 
Mr.  Parris,  resigned. 

From  CooDOotieat,  STLTMraa  GiLBfBBT,  Tice 
Mr.  Holmes^  resigned. 

From  PennsyWania,  Sam obl  Moobb,  vice  Mr. 
Ingham,  resigned ;  and  Jacob  Hostbttbb,  Tice 
Mr.  Spaofflefj  resiffned. 

From  Virginia,  Jobn  Pbobam,  ^\w  Mr.  C3ood- 
wyp,  deceased. 

From  Loaisiana.  Tbomas  Butlbb,  rice  Mr. 
Robertson,  restgneo. 

Jobn  Boott,  the  delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  and  Jobn  Cbowbl,  the  delegate  from 
the  Territory  of  Alabama,  also  appeared  and 
took  their  seats. 

A  quorum  being  present,  messages  were  ex- 
changed with  the  Senate  to  that  effect. 

Messrs.  TaTtOB  and  Balowin  were  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  on  the  joint  committee 
for  waiting  on  the  President. 

The  SpBAKBa  Isid  before  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  adopted 
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in  coDTention  at  Kukaskia,  oa  the  26th  day  of 
Aogost,  1818 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lit  oa  the 
table. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  Clerk  was  di- 
rected to  famish  the  memben  with  snch  aews> 
papers  as  thejr  may  elect ;  the  expense  of  each 
member  not  to  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily 
papers. 


ToasDAT.  NoTember  17. 

Sereral  other  membeiBy)  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chasetts,  Waltbb  Folobb,  jr.,  and  John  Wil- 
80M ;  from  New  York,  Bbnjamir  Ellicott  and 
David  A.  Oodbb  ;  from  Delaware,  Lovia  Mo- 
Lahb;  from  VIrffiDia,  Thomab  M.  Nel80ii,Bal- 
LABD  Smith,  and  Bdwabd  Colbton  ;  from  North 
Carolina,  Jambb  Owbr  ;  from  Georgia.  Thomab 
W.  Cobb;  from  Tennessee,  Samubl  Hogg; and 
from  Ohio,  Philemon  Bbbcbbb  and  Lbyi  j3ab- 
BBB,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  joint  eommitt^  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uoited 
States,  reported  that  they  had  discharged  that 
doty,  and  that  the  President  informed  the  com- 
mittee  he  would  this  day  make  a  commaoicatioa 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

8TAKDINO  COMMITTEBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  the  House  pio- 
ceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittaes^  porsoant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Hoose.    They  are  as  follows: 

CommiUee  of  Wayeand  Afeotia^^Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Harwell,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Ser- 
gaant,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr.  Tall- 
madffe. 

€f  Ele€tion$^Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Alex.  Smyth, 
Mr.  Merrill,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Boss,  Mr.  Whitman, 
and  Mr.  Tarr. 

Cf  Commerce  and  Mant^acturee—Mr.  Newton, 
Mr.  Sey  bert,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Ma- 
SOB,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Irfing,  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Kiosey. 

Of  Oaifii^— Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel  Moore,  Mr. 
Walker,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Culbrech,  and  Mr. 
Gilbert. 

fbr  tke  District  qf  Columbion-l&i.  Herbert, 
Mr.  Peter,  Mr.  Boden,  Mr.  Cobb.  Mr.  Claiborne, 
Mr.  Colston,  and  Mr.  Staart,  of  Maryland. 

On  the  FMic  Loiuit^Mr.  Potndexler,  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Terry, 
Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana* 

On  Private  Lcmd  CZotmtf— Mr.  Roberuon,  Mr. 
Pindall,  Mr.  Hogg,  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Bayley, 
Mr.  Robert  Moore,  and  Mr.  Ballard  Smith. 

On  the  Poet  C^ce  and  Poet  Roade—Hu  Li^er- 
more,  Mr.  Blouot,  Mr.  Barber,  of  Ohio.  Mr. 
Townsend,  Mr.  Sampson,  Mr.  Terrell,  and  Mr. 
Settle. 

On  Pmrnvtme  and  Eevolutionarv  Ctaime^Mr. 
Rhea,  Mr.  Wilkio,  Mr.  Ruggles,  Mr.  WiUiam  P. 
Maclay,  Mr.  Ellicott,  Mr.  Owen,  and  Mr.  Orr. 

On  Public  Expendiiuree^iir.  Desha.  Mr.  An- 
deison,  of  Peooaylfania,  Mr.  Garnett,  Mr.  Cash- 


maa,  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Honur, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  ConnecticuL 

On  the  /tulieiary— Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr.  Hop- 
kinaon,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Beecher,  Mr.  Storrs, 
Mr.  Qiiaries,  and  Mr.  Moseley. 

Of  Accounts— Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Bennett,  and  Mr. 
Darlington. 

CfSemealand  Unfiniehed  BuaUien — ^Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Hale,  and  Mr.  Whiteside. 

A  communication,  in  writing,  was  reeei¥ed 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  [For  this 
Message,  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,ani^ 
pan  11.] 

The  Spbakbe  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transoilttiiy 
the  annual  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1816-, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WBDRBeBAT,  Noftmbor  18. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mew 
York,  John  R.  Dbacb,  Jambb  Pobtbb,  and  Jobv 
C.  Spbhobb  ;  from  VinriBia,  Bubwbll  Babbbtt  ; 
and  from  Tennessee,  William  G.  Blooht,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats. 

PRESIDENTS  MB88AOB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  H.  Nblbon  in  the  Ch«ir,  on  the 
state  ef  the  Union,  and  took  into  coosidenaioa 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
yesterday  received. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  moved  saadry  res- 
lutiooH,  for  reference  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
Message,  to  the  following  efieet : 

1.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  snlgect  of  futofn 
afiairs.  and  to  the  independence  of  tiie  South  American 
Statss,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

a.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  military  al&in,  sad 
80  much  as  relates  to  the  proceedingi  of  the  oooiti 
martial  on  the  trial  of  Arbnthnot  and  Ambriater,  end 
to  the  conduct  of  &e  war  with  the  Seminole  Inditnst 
be  referred  to  s  select  committee. 

3.  That  so  madi  as  relates  to  the  Navy  and  to  the 
navml  depots,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  cessions  of  territory 
ftom  the  Indians,  be  referred  to  the  Gommittoe  of  Pub* 
lie  Landa. 

5.  That  so  much  ss  relates  to  the  citflisation  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

6.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  manu« 
fectures,  be  refeired  to  the  Committee  of  Commeros 
and  Manufeetures. 

7.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  unlawful  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  be  referred  to 
a^select  committee. 

'  8.  That  so  mndi  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  rerenae, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means.       i 

9.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  District  of  ColuBt* 
bis,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  said  District.       i 

10.  That  the  said  conunittees  have  leave  to  report  ' 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Theae  resolutions  were  severally  agreed  to  with* 
oat  epposUioo  or  renMtrk;  and 
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Mr.  Fomrlii,  Mr.  Holoiei,  Mr.  Barboor,  of  Vir* 
ffioia,  hLu  Spencer,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Aileo,  of 
Vermont,  and  Mr.  Hopkinaon.  were  appointed  a 
eommitcee  pnrsaant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  KentuckiTi  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Nelson,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Gage,  Mr.  Stew- 
art, of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Peter,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  reso- 
IniioD. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Silsbee,  Mr.  Parrott,  Mr. 
Sawyer,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Rogers,  and  Mr.  Bate- 
man,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Williams,  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,,  Mr. 
Richards,  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Mr.  Pegiam,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  fiAh  resolution. 

Mr.  Middleion,  Mr.  tJpham,  Mr.  Lawver,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  Momford,  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Linn, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  ser« 
enth  rceolutioo. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  submitted  four  other  resolu- 
tions, to  ihis  effect : 

1.  That  A  eomnittoa  be  ^peiatad  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  soMect  of  the  organiaationand  ^'fifiine 
of  the  niutia. 

2.  Thai  a  eommiftee  be  i^pointed  on  the  sulgect  of 
intenal  impnyvament. 

a.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  sobjeet  of 
the  public  boildinga. 

4.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  amendment  ahonld  be  neoeesaiy  to  the  met 
of  the  last  seaaion  granting  pensions  to  BLeTolntionaiy 
somvora. 

Mr.  Taylor  remarked,  on  these  resolves,  that 
it  would  be  eeeo  they  embraced  subjects  not  re- 
ferred to  in  the  President's  Message;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  eotirelr  consistent  with  parliamen- 
tary practice,  ia  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  present  for  considera- 
tion any  or  alt  the  important  subjects  likely  to 
come  before  Congress  during  the  session.  Among 
these  aahjecta,  he  thought,  were  those  embraced 
in  theae  reaolations.    Among  them,  that  of  the 
organisation  and  discipline  of  the  militia  was 
anquestioaably  of  immense  importance;  the  sub- 
ject was,  indeed,  amonff  the  unfinished  business 
of  last  aeeeion,  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  raise  a 
committee  on  it,  that  any  propositions  for  im* 
proving  or  mmeBdiag  the  system  n^ight  be  re- 
ferred to  it.    The  suQect  of  roads  and  canals,  too, 
though  not  noticed  in  the  Message,  was  also  lying 
over  from  the  last  session,  and  it  was  protmble 
that  other  propositions  of  that  character  might  be 
made  during  the  sesdon.    The  subject  of  the 
poblie  tmildingswas  one  which  had  excited  some 
interest  and  some  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  reasonable  expectations  en- 
tertained that  they  would  have  been  in  a  greater 
state  of  forwardness  than  they  are  at  present:  a 
committee  woald  properly  be  appointed  to  inquire 
iato  the  matter.    The  subject  of  Revolutionary 
pensions^  also,  incidentally  noticed  only  in  the 
Meaaage^  had  produced  same  ezeitement  in  the 


country,  and  a  disposition  prevailed  among  some 
to  resttict,  and  among  others  to  enlarge,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  on  the  subject.  This,  there- 
fore, appeared  to  him  to  deserve  the  attention  of 
the  House.  He  thought  the  subjects  all  of  snffi* 
cient  moment  to  justify  the  refereaee  of  them  to 
eommitteea. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  objected  to  acting 
on  these  subgeets,  as  proposed,  on  the  ground  that 
thev  did  not  flow  from  the  Message;  and  that  it 
had  been  osual,  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  President's  Mea» 
sage,  not  to  introduce  aov  proposition  foreign  to 
the  Message.  He  thougnt  the  practice  a  good 
one,  and  did  not  wish  to  depart  from  it  without 
strong  reason.  He  therefore  moved  that  these 
propoeitions  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Taylor  said  that,  being  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  everything 
relating  to  the  public  concerns  was  filly  before 
them.  He  did  not  think  it  important  that  hia 
motion  shoald  originate  in  committee,  but  he 
protested  againat  being  limited,  In  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  although 
the  Message  had  been  referred  to  it,  (o  the  range 
of  subjects  embmced  in  that  document. 

The  resolves  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
by  a  vote  of  61  to  50. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  resolYes 
previously  agreed  to,  wiiich  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved,  anew,  the  propoai- 
tions  last  above  stated,  which  in  committee  had 
been  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  manner, 
rather  than  the  matter  of  the  reaolves.  in  which 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Taylor,  Harriror, 
and  PoiNDRZTER  took  part,  the  resolves  were 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Alexander  Bmyth,  Mr. 
duarles,  Mr.  Mortoa,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Savage, 
and  Mr.  Owen,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Porter.  Mr.  Crafts,  and  Mr. 
Marchand,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Bellinger.  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Clagett,  Mr.  Folger,  Mr.  Dayley,  and  Mr.  Rice, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  third 
resolution. 

Mr.  Bioomfield,  Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Ogle.  Mr. 
Wallace,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Herkimer,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursoant  to  the  fourth  resolution. 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate,  for  appointing  a 
joint  Library  Comtnittee,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

A  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain 
to  each  House,  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for-  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part.  Rev.  Burgess  Allison  was 
nominated  by  Mr.  BLooMnsLO,  and  Dr.  Willi^n^ 
Rogers  by  Mr.  Srrqbamt.  The  votes  being 
counted  out,  were  found  to  be— for  Rev.  Burgess 
Allison  73,  Dr.  Wm.  Rogers  58. 
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So  Mr.  Allison  was  ehosen  Chaplaia  oa  ihe 
pare  of  the  Uousa  of  lUpresentauret. 


Tbubodat,  Nofember  19. 

Three  other  memben^  to  wit :  from  MaMaeha- 
■etu,  Jbrbmub  Nblson;  from  Peoasyifaaia, 
WiLUAM  Maclat;  aod  from  Kentocky,  Riob* 
ABD  C.  Anobbbon,  jr.,  appeared  aad  took  their 
•eats. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Hoate  a  letter 
from  the  Qovernor  of  the  State  of  PenBsyUania, 
esclofiag  the  credeotiala  of  Samubl  Moobb,  9a  a 
member  of  this  House,  ia  the  room  of  Samoel 
D.  lagham,  resitfned ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Blectioas. 

The  ^PBAKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmittiag  a  report 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Uuited  States, 
their  grade,  where  statioaed,  the  aumber  oq  duty, 
aad  those  ob  furlough,  with  the  period  of  fur* 
lough;  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  SOth  of  April  laat  s  wiiich  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Babbbtt  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
iafs,  aod  that  Mr.  Babboub,  of  Virginia,  be  ap- 
pomted  of  that  committee  in  his  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ibtinq,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflbirs  were  instructed  to 
Inquire  into  the  expedieocy  of  exteadiag  for 
the  further  term  of  five  years  the  pensions  here" 
tofore  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphaas  of  the 
officers,  sailors,  and  marines,  who  were  killed  on 
board  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnson,  of  Keatucky,  a 
Committee  was  appoiated  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  allowing  to  the  Territory  of  Michi* 
gan  a  Delegate  in  Congress ;  aad  Messrs.  Jobn- 
son, of  Kentucky,  Bebchbb,  and  Pattbbbon, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  fourth  resolution  sub- 
mitted at  the  last  sessioa,  (December  9, 1817,)  by 
Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentucky,  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawtbb,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  aad  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  staking  the  channel  of  GBrritucksountt,  from 
the  inlet  to  Powell's  Point. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  one 
or  more  additional  military  academies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Commitue  ob  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
Qeneral. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoNBa,  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  exoediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy; 


and  for  bones  lost  for  wnnt  of  forage,  daring  the 
late  war  betweea  the  United  States  and  the  Se- 
minole nation  of  Indians. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  MoLban,  Representative  from  the  new 
State  of  Illinois,  being  ia  attendaace — 

The  Spbakbb  sUted  to  the  House  a  difficulty 
which  he  felt  in  deciding  upon  the  propriety  of 
administering  the  oath  to  him,  in  consequence  of 
Congress  not  having  concluded  the  act  of  admis- 
sion of  the  State  into  the  Union.  Under  this 
difficulty,  he  submitted  the  question  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  House. 

Mr.  PoiNOBZTBB,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  thought 
it  incumbent  on  the  House,  belore  admitting  the 
Representative  to  a  seat,  to  examine  the  eoasti- 
tution  just  laid  before  it,  to  see,  first,  whether  the 
requisitions  of  the  act  of  last  session  were  com- 
plied with ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  form  of 
government  established  was  republicBn,  which 
the  United  States  were  bound  to  guaranty.  He 
Jilustrated  the  irregularity  of  a  different  proce- 
dure^ by  putting  the  case  that  the  memb^  was 
admitted  to  a  seat,  allowed  to  vote  on  important 
questions,  and  the  constitution  sabeeqneBtiy  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Habbibon,  of  Ohio^  wished  n  differeat 
course  to  be  pursued,  aad  one  for  whiefa  he  adda- 
ced  precedent,  in  the  case  of  the  Representative 
from  one  of  the  States  lately  admitted.  The 
House  had  taken  for  granted  the  fact  of  a  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  and  of  the  republican  form 
of  government  established,  and  had  admitted  the 
member  without  question  to  his  seat.  In  the 
present  case,  Mr.  H.  was  unwilling  to  depart 
from  the  precedent,  for  mere  form's  sake. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  said  that  this  wu 
B  question  which,  he  believed,  had  aever  befoie 
been  presented  to  the  House.  He  thought,  for 
himself,  that,  before  admitting  a  Represeautive 
to  a  seat,  the  questioB,  whether  the  people  who 
elected  him  were  a  Sut^  ought  to  be  decided. 
To  the  decision  of  this  question,  several  thiogi 
were  necessary :  for  instance,  the  law  of  last  ses- 
sion required  that  the  Territory  in  queation  should 
have  had  a  certain  population,  to  justify  iu  form- 
ing a  coBstitution  and  Sute  government.  This 
fact  ouf  ht  to  be  officially  established,  6^.  aad  the 
resolution  of  admission  passed,  before  n  Repre- 
sentative took  his  scBL 

The  question  having  beea  put.  it  waa  decided 
apparently  by  a  large  majority  that  the  Spbaxbb 
should  not  at  this  time  administer  the  oath  of 
office. 

Ordered,  That  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and 
Messrs.  Anoebbon,  of  Kentuckv,  PomnBZTBa, 
and  Hbnobiokb,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 


Fbibat,  November  ao. 
The  Spbakbb  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  Mauhew  Lyoa,  formerly  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of 
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Vermooly  detailing  the  cireamstaocM  attendioff 
his  prosecution  for  sedition,  in  the  year  17d8,  and 
coopiaioing  of  the  onconstitationalitjr  of  the  act 
under  which  he  was  prosecuted,  of  illegality  in 
the  proceediogs  of  the  coart,  and  of  the  fine 
which  he  waseompelied  10  pay,  and  the  imprison- 
ment he  suffered  ;  and  also  setting  forth  the  ini« 
quity  of  the  motifes  which  prompted  the  said 
prosecution  }  and  praying  that  the  amount  of  the 
said  fine,  with  the  interest  thereon,  may  he  grant- 
ed to  him,  tO|rether  with  such  sum  as  Congress 
may  think  a  jast  indemnity  for  his  being  dragged 
from  his  home,  his  family,  friends,  and  business, 
and  thrown  into  a  loathsome  dungeon,  where  he 
suffered  CTery  species  of  hardship  and  indignity, 
which  the  moat  persecuting  spirit  could  deTise, 
for  four  months. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  to 
refer  the  petition  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Bdwabdb^  of  North  Carolina,  thought, 
that,  as  this  petition  embraced  a  claim,  it  would 
be  proper  to  let  it  take  the  course  of  all  other 
claims,  by  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  though  it  was  a  claim,  it 
was  a  claim  arising  from  the  operation  of  a  law 
of  the  country  supposed  by  the  petitioner  to  be 
unconstiioiional.    Who  could  co  well  determine 
a  question  with  rejgard  to  the  constitutionality 
or  unconstitutionality  of  a  law,  as  the  Judiciary 
Committee  1    Such  cases  had  been  usually  re- 
ferred  to  that  committee ;  and  e?en  at  the  last 
session  that  committee  had  been  directed  to  in- 
quire into  a  fraod,  said  to  hare  been  committed 
in  one  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spsii cer,  of  New  York,  the 
petition  was  read  through,  and  was  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abol- 
bhing  the  duty  on  salt  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  18th  of 
January,  1816,  recommending  the  confirmation 
of  certain  grants  or  reservations  of  lands,  made 
by  the  friendly  Creek  Indians  to  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prirate  Lana 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexteb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Publie  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  emigration 
and  settlement  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians, 
on  the  land  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the 
riTer  Mississippi,  until  they  shall  bare  acquired 
that  tight  by  treaty  with  the  United  States. 
founded  on  a  cession  of  lands  inhabited  by  saia 
tribe  of  Indians,  east  of  the  river  Mississippi. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  AiCDBRsoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  select 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  liltnois,  reported  a  resolution, 
declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Illinois 


into  the  Union,  on  aa  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. — Mr.  ANDMRSoif  proposed  that  it  should  be 
enarossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Spbnobr,  of  New  York,  inquired  whether 
it  appeared,  from  any  documents  transmitted  to 
Congress,  that  the  State  had  the  number  of  in- 
habitants required  by  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
as  a  preliminary  to  its  formation  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  Anderbon  said,  that  the  committee  had 
no  information  on  that  subject  before  them,  be- 
yond what  was  contained  in  the  preamble  to  the 
constitution,  which  states,  that  the  requisitipns  of 
the  act  of  Congress  had  been  complied  with» 
and  that  the  convention  had  therefore  proceeded 
to  the  formation  of  a  constitution.  Mr.  A.  said, 
the  committee  had  considered  that  evidence  suf- 
ficient ;  and  he  had,  in  addition,  himself  seen,  in 
the  newspapers,  evidence  sufficient  to  satisfy  him 
of  the  fact,  that  the  population  did  amount  to 
forty  thousand  souls,  the  number  required. 

The  resolve  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrosstd 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoHDAT,  November  23. 

Several  other  memben  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Dahibl  Cbuobb,  Pbtbb  H«  WniinovBn, 
and  OkhXB  Tompkimb  ;  from  South  Carolina, 
Jambb  Sbvik,  Bliab  Bablb,  and  Elpbbd  Sim- 
KiKB ;  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  ucGH  Nblbom  presented  a  memorial  of 
William  Lambert,  accompanied  with  abstracts 
of  astronomical  calculations,  to  ascertain  the  lon- 
gitude of  the  Capitol  in  this  city,  from  the  obser- 
vatorif  of  Qreenwich  in  England,  soliciting  the 
adoption  of  measures  authorizing  additional  ob- 
servations to  be  made  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the 
result  alreadjr  obtained  \  which  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Hugh  Nblbov, 
Folobb,  Sbtbbbt,  CaAWFoan,  and  Batbmah, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr«JoBH80Zf,of  Kentuckjr,  presented  a  petition 
of  William  Jackson,  solicitor  on  behali  of  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army  of 
the  United  Sutes,  praying  that  an  act  mav  be 
rassed  directing  the  aocounting  officers  or  the 
Treasur^jr  to  adjust  the  claim  ot  each  surviving 
officer  of  the  said  army,  who.  by  the  resolves  of 
Congress^  was  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  calcu- 
lating the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  arrear- 
ages, from  the  time  of  his  reduction,  and  deduct- 
ing therefrom  five  years  full  pay ;  ancL  the  balance 
of  arrearages  being  thus!  asoeriained,  to  issue  a 
certificate,  bearing  interest,  to  the  oflBcer  fbr  the 
amount  of  said  balance;  and  the  officer  to  be 
thenceforth  entitled  to  receive  half  pay,  in  half 
yearly  Mymentiu  for,  and  during  the  time  of  his 
natural  life,  whicn  petition  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee:  and  Messrs.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentucky, 

SlMKllTB,    MbBOBB,  HoPKINBON,    BUd  SPBIfCBR, 

were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.P.BABBouB,of  Virginia,he 
was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  of 
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PoUie  Baildhin,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  on- 
acquainted  witL  architecture:  either  in  theory  or 
practice,  and  that  he  had  at  the  last  seasion  Toted 
against  the  appropriation  even  for  the  commence- 
ment of  some  or  those  huildin|;B ;  and  another 
member  [Mr.  AcsriiO  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HarriboRi  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an- 
tnorizing  the  employment  of  a  number  of  clerks 
(not  exceeding  twelve)  in  the  Department  of 
War,  and  Messrs.  HARRiBOW^PBGRAM^and  Com- 
BTOOK,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Baldwin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  to  pre- 
vent the  discontinuance  of  suits  m  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  on  account  of  said  court 
not  having  been  holden  on  the  day  prescribed  by 
law,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
sundry  doeomen|s  showing  the  state  and  condi- 
tion  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  sources  from 
whence  it  arises,  its  amoun^  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  collected,  the  sums  received  yearly  from  each 
State,  since  the  20th  June,  1812;  exhibited  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the 
8th  of  April  last;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afbirs. 

The  Spbaker  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letter  addressed  to  him  by  Jobr  Forsttb,  con- 
taining a  notice  of  the  resignation  of  his  seat  in 
this  I&use,  as  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Spbakbb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  William  Crunch.  Chief  Justice  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  Uniteo  States,  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  transmitting  a  code  of  juris* 
prudence  for  the  said  district,  prepared  (by  him) 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  29th  of 
April,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
Judges  of  the  circuit  court,  and  the  Attorney  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  prepare  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  for  the  said  District,^' which  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Hbr- 
bbrt,  Culbrbtb,  Garhrtt,  Williamb,  of  Con- 
necticut, and  Adamb,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee.    The  letter  is  as  follows: 

NovaimB  9, 1816. 

8im:  The  underrignedyoneof  the  Judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  has  the  honor 
to  present,  ibr  the  connderstion  of  Congrssi,  a  Code 
of  jurifpmdence  §n  that  Dittriol,  prepared  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  the  89th  of  April,  1818,  entitled 
«*An  set  authorising  the  Judges  of  the  circuit  court,  and 
the  Attorney  ibr  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  pepare 
a  Code  of  Jurisprudence  Ibr  the  said  Diatrict.''^ 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  tho  engagementa  of  the 
gentlemen  intended  liy  that  act  to  have  been  etttrfisttd 
with  him  in  the  business,  have  deprived  the  public  of 
the  benefit  of  their  labors.  This  circumstance  will  in 
part  account  for  the  lateness  of  the  period  at  which  the 
report  ia  made.    It  is,  however,  a  woifc  which  could 


not  have  been  hastily  done ;  ibr,  altfiougia  the  Dirtrict 
ia  amall,  yet  ahnoat  ereiy  case  requiring  the  inlacpoK- 
tion  of  law,  which  can  arise  in  the  largest  nation,  may 
arise  in  this  Diitriet,  and  ought  to  be  provided  fer. 

In  preparing  a  mriwtitule  for  the  eristiBg  statute 
law,itwaa  nscessary»  if  possible  to  aaeertaiii  what  that 
law  was.    This  waa  not  an  eaiy  tasli. 

By  die  act  of  Congress^  of  the  S7th  of  Februaiy, 
1801,  the  lawa  of  VirgiBia,  ac  they  then  eziated,  wan 
to  remain  in  ibrce  in  that  part  of  the  District  whidi 
was  ceded  by  Virginia,  and  the  lawa  of  Mttyland  in 
that  part  which  was  ceded  by  Maiyland.  The  lawi 
thus  adopted,  comdsted  of  so  much  of  the  common  law 
of  England  as  wae  applicable  to  the  situation  of  thii 
conntiy ;  of  the  bills  of  nghts,  constitution,  and  statutes 
of  Virgiiua  and  Maryland,  modified  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  Stetes,  and,  also,  (in  re> 
gard  to  that  part  of  the  District  which  waa  ceded  bj 
the  Slate  of  Maryland,)  of  suchof  theEngUah  slatatei 
as  eziated  at  the  time  of  the  first  emigiatian  to  Mary- 
land, **  and  which,  by  ezperienee,  had  been  Ibund  ap- 
plicidile  to  their  local  and  other  dronmstaneesb  snd  of 
such  others  as  had  been  since  made  ni  En^sad  or 
Great  Britain,  and  had  been  introduced,  md,  and 
practised  by  the  courts  of  law  or  equity"  of  tliat  8lMa. 

To  ascertain,  thereibre,  what  waa  the  existing  statute 
law,  it  was  necessary  to  know  what  statutaa  of  Eng- 
land, enacted  beibre  the  first  emigration  to  Maiyland, 
had  by  experience  been  found  applicable  to  the  loed 
and  other  circumstances  of  t&e  country,  and  what 
statutes  smce  made  in  England  or  Great  Britain,  hsd 
been  introduced,  used,  and  practised  by  the  courts  of 
law  or  equi^  in  that  State :  and  alao  what  ststales  of 
England  or  Great  Britain  had  been  ezpreariy  ro-enadsd 
bytheBtateofYiiginia. 

To  obtain  tliis  knowledge  with  aa  modi  esrtaiBtf 
as  the  nature  of  die  case  would  permit,  it  waa  neoes- 
saiy  to  examine  minutely  the  tlnglish  and  Britidi 
statutes,  and  compare  them  with  die  staiatea  enacted 
by  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

From  these  three  systems  of  statutes,  to  select  such 
as  were  most  important  and  best  adapted  to  the  cir^ 
cumstances  of  the  District ;  to  supply  such  deiects  •» 
were  discovered,  and  to  combine  the  whole  into  one 
code— required  more  deliberation,  and  occupied  more 
time,  than  waa  anticipated. 

Theee  circnmstaBcee  must  account  for  the  appareat 
delay  in  asakingthepreaent  report,  whidi  ia  eren  now 
submittad  with  much  diflMence. 

With  high  consideration,  the  undenigned  hu  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  CRANCH. 

Hon.  HaauT  Clat, 

Speaker  Heme  of  EeprtfoUativea* 

ANNUAL  TREASURY  REPORT. 

The  Spkakbr  laid  before  the  Houae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traosmttting 
hia  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows: 

TnsAsvaT  DavAUTJaaxT,  No9.  SI,  1818. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  Act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reapectfiilly  sub- 
mits the  following  report  and  estimates. 

SeoennH* 
The  net  revenue  arising  firom  duties  upon  imports 
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and  tonaafib  mkmaal  dntiif,  Aitot  lax,  poblk  knda, 
jKMtaffA,  and  ineidaatal  iaeaipli»  dana^  the  year  1819, 
amannlad  to  •36»7i3,ft74,  07,  ns: 

Cnfltama •37,669,709  71 

Internal  dnftiaa  ....  i,306,l88  S6 
Direct  tax  -  -  -  -  •  8,786,348  30 
PnUk  landiy  azclnaiva  of  Miaaiai^pi 

■tock 1,764,487,  88 

Postage  and  inddantal  zecaipfta       -         337,840  68 

$38,748,674  07 


Ami  that  which   aeenied  tarn  the 

nine  aooioea  duriiif  the  year  1817, 

amoonted  to  934,387,998  08,  via: 
Ciistona  (m9  atntameat  A)     -       -  917,647,640  89 
Internal  datiea  and  direct  tax  (aee 

stetamcntB)  ....  4,613,387  81 
Pablie  landi    excluaiTe  of   Miaaia* 

ixj>pi  ftock  (aao  atatement  C)  •  3,016,977  00 
Postage  and  inodontal  r^ceipta       -         813,187  86 

•34,387,998  08 
— "-i — 

It  is  aaeartainad  that  the  froea  aaowLt  of  dvtiea  en 
nercbaadiae  and  tonnage,  which  have  aocroad  dnhif 
the  three  int  quarteia  of  the  prasent  year  floceeada 
•31,000,000^aad  that  thesaleaof  the  piiblielandB,dufaig 
ib»  same  period,  greatly  exceed,  both  in  foanttty  and 
▼aJna,  tboae  of  tli*  coikeipondiiig  qoartar  eC  laat  Tear. 

Hie  piKfaienta  into  the  Tieaaniy  doling  the  three 
6nt  qoarteis  of  the  year»  are  eatimated  to  amount  to 
•17,167,863  38,  Tis: 

Cnstoma 18,401^409  66 

Internal  zefenue  and  direct  tax       -         998,674  36 
Public  landa,  excIoaiTe  of  Miwaaippi 

stock 1,876,731  90 

Intereat  npon  bank  ditidends  •  636,000  00 

Poetage  and  incidontal  xeceipta       •  49,438  19 

Sepayaenta  into  the  Tieaaaiy        •  333,706  86 


And  the  paymenta  into  the  Treaaory 
daring  tlie  fourth  qnaiter  of  the 
year,  from  the  same  sources,  are 
eatiniated  at         •       .       *       • 

Making  the  total  amount  eatimated, 
to  be  received  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  Tear  1818   ... 

Wluch,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Treaaory  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary last,  ezdnaiTe  of  •8,809,873  10 
in  Treaaory  notes^  amoontiag  to 


•17,167,883  36 


6,000,000  00 


23,167,863  26 


6,179,883  86 


Makea  the  aggregate  amount  of       -  •38,847,746  64 
The  ap^cation  of  this  sum,  for  the 

?«r  1818,  ia  estimated  as  follows, 
o  the  30th  September  the  pay- 

mente  (exdosiTe  of  •9,148,387  40 

of  Treasury  notee,  which  had.  been 

drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  can* 

celled)  hava  amounted  to  916,760,- 

337  06,Tia: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miAoellaneous 

expenaea  •8,389,806  38 

Military  serrice,  indu* 

ding  airearage        -   5,620,863  08 
NaTai  aerrice^  indn- 

ding  the  permanent 


Amount  brooght  forwwd       •  •38»347,746  64 

appropriation  forthe 

gradual  increaae  of 

the  Navy  -  •  8,388,000  00 
Public  debt,  exdosiTe 

ofthe  •9,148,387  40 

of  Treasury  notes, 

which    hare    been 

drawn  eat  of  the 

Treasury,  and  caa- 

cdled    •  .  6^67,367  69 

During  the  4th  quartet 

it  is  estimated  that 

the  paymente  wiU 

amount  to  •9^76,* 

000,  Tix: 
OiTil,  diplomatic,  mia- 

ceUaneooB  expeneee  630,000  00 
MiUtary  senrioe  -  1,175^000  00 
NaTal  sernce     -  576,800  00 

Public  debt  to  let  of 

Janouy,  1819       •    7,306,000  00 

Making  the  aggregate  amouat  of    -  •36,886,387  06 

And  leoTing,  on  the  1st  day  of  Jano* 
ary  1819,  a  balance  in  the  Treaao- 
sory,  estimated  at        -       .       .    •3,113>408  69 

Cfthe  PublU  DM. 
The  PoUic  Debt,  which  waa  eoatraetad  before  the 

year  1813,  and  which  waa  nnredeemed  ea  the  1st 

day  of  October,  1817^  aa  appeara  by  statement  (1,) 

amounted  to        ....  •31,886^78839 
By  the  same  stetement  it  appeara 

that  the  funded  debt  contiaeted 

subsequent  to  Ae  let  day  oi  Jaao« 

ary,  1813,  amoonted  to      ^       .      68||071,983  14 
Mating  together  the   aggregate  

amoontof  ....   •99,907,731  48 

Which  som  agieee  with  the  atote- 

ment  of  the  unredeemed  amount, 

on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1817, 

as  per  last  report,  excepting  the 

sum  of  •4,138  98  OTor  estimated* 

and  which  haa  now  bean  ooneated 

by  actual  settlementt 
On  the  1st  day  of  January,  there  waa 

added  to  the  amount,  for  Treaaory 

notee  brooght  into  the  Treaaory 

and  cancelled,  and  for  which  the 

following  stock  waa  issued,  tis  : 
In  SIX  per  cent  stock   -  834,433  10 
In  seren  per  cent  stock-    99,019  00 

338gUl  10 


From  which  deduct  soTen  per  cent 
stock,  purchased  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1817         -  332,984  60 

And  also  the  reimburse- 
ment of  old  six  per 
cent  and  deferred, 
stock,  between  let 
October,  1817,  and  1st 
Jaaaary,  1616  •       -  800,630  06 

Making  tiie  pnUic  dobt  which  waa 
nnredeemed  on  the  Ist  of  Jaaaary, 


•10(^841,163  68 


1,138,816  66 


^i^ 


1816,  per  stetement  (8)  amooat  to-  •99,107,846  95 
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From  th«  lit  ianaarj  to  90th  Sep- 
tember, 1818,  indusire,  there  wee, 
hj  fonding  Treeearj  netee  eod  3 
per  eenL  etock,  (9^*08)  iiened, 
added  to  the  public  debt,  ee  ep- 
peen  bj  itetement  (3,)  the 
amount  of  - 


7V06  49 


9^,18MiS  44 


From  which  deduct  the  amount  of 
■tock  purchased  and  redeemed 
during  that  period  per  etete- 
ment  (4)  -        -        -  416,998  87 

And  abo  the  eetimated 
amount  of  th^  final 
reimbursement  of  the 
old  6  per  cent,  stock  •  709,318  03 

And  the  estimated  re- 
imbursement of  the 
deferred  six  per  cent, 
stock        -  -  830,401  76 


Making  on  that  daj,  aa  appears  bj 
statement     (3,)     the     agregato  " 
amount  of 

Since  the  30th  Septem- 
ber there  has  been  re- 
deemed, or  pfo?ision 
made  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  a  moietj  of  the 
Louisiana  stock,  un- 
paid on  Uie  1st  Octo- 
ber, 1818  .        -        .  4,977,950  00 

And  there  will  be  reim- 
bursed, of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  deferred  stz 
per  cent  stock,  on  the 
nnt  day  of  Jannaiy, 
1819^  ^  eetimato     -     tK^»l  08 

There  will  remain  unredeemed,  by 
estimate,  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1819,  the  sum  of  • 


1,860,707  66 


97,686,434  78 


6,830,041  63 


$99,696,393  16 


By  statement  (5)  the  Treasuiy  notee 
which  are  yet  in  circulation,  are 
estimated  at        •        •        .       • 

By  stotement  (6)  it  appears  that  the 
whole  of  the  awards  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  the 
soTeral  acte  for  indemnifying  cer- 
tain claimants  of  public  lands, 
amount  to  -       -       .       .       • 

Of  which  sum  there  has  been  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Genersl  Land  Office,  as  ap- 
pears by  sUtoment  C,  the  sum  of 

Leaving  outstanding,  at  the  date  of 
the  several  returns  fiom  the  land 
districts,  the  sum  of     -        -        . 


f897,606  00 


4»888,161  18 


1,086,684  00 


$3,856,467  18 


It  is  proper  to  observe,  however,  that  extensive  salee 
were  made  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  in  the  months  of 
September,  October,  and  l^ovember,  of  wUch  no  re- 
turns have  yet  been  rweived. 


Cf  ike  EtUmaiei  ^  the  PubUc  JBssemie  tmd  Bxpm- 
diiwrm  fir  ike  year  1819. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  stote  of  the  Treasuiy, 
of  the  6th  of  December,  1817,  the  permanent  revenue 
was  estimated  at  $84,685^000  per  annum ;  and  tte 
annual  expenditure,  according  to  the  then  existing 
laws,  was  stated  at  $81,946,361  74.  By  the  acte  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  internal  duties,  esti- 
mated at  $8,600,000  per  annum,  were  repealed,  whikt 
the  enenditure  was  augmented  to  nearly  $86,000,000; 
and  that  of  the  ensuing  year  is  estimated  at  not  kss 
than  $84,516,819  76. 

The  apparent  deficit  produced  by  these  acts,  and  by 
the  application  of  more  than  $8,600,000  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  intereet  and  redemption  of  the  principal 
of  the  poUic  debt,  beyond  the  annual  appropriation  of 
$10,000,000  for  that  object,  has  been  supplkd  hj  ths 
recdpte  into  the  Treasuiy  on  account  of  the  ancaraga 
of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  by  the  bel- 
ance  of  more  than  $6,000,000,  which  was  in  the  Tress* 
ury  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  1818. 

These  temporary  sources  of  supply  being  nearly 
exhausted,  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1819  must 
princinally  depend  upon  the  receipte  into  the  TiCMuy 
from  the  permanent  revenue  during  that  year.  As  was 
aatieipaled  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  reaction  pio- 
dueed  by  the  ezceasive  importations  of  foreign  mer- 
dmndise,  during  the  years  1816  and  1816,  aoqntrcdili 
gieatest  force  in  die  year  1817. 

It  is  prssumed  that  the  revenue  wbidi  shall  aocrua 
dozing  the  pteesnt  year  from  impoito  and  tonnage, 
may  be  considered  as  the  average  amount  which  will 
be  annually  received  from  that  source  of  the  revenue. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  bonds  taken  for  eacoring 
duties  which  were  outstanding  on  the  80th  day  of  Sep- 
tember last  exceeded  $88,OM),000,  and  the  reoeipto 
into  the  Treasury  from  that  source  of  revenue  during 
the  year  1819  are  estimated  at  -  $81,000,000  00 
PuHie  Lands  -  •  .  .  .  1,500,000  00 
Diinct  Tax  and  Intemel  Dutiee  •  750,000  00 

Bank  Dividends  at  six  per  cent  •  480,000  00 

First  payment  of  bonus  due  by  Bank 

of  the  United  Statee  ...  500,000  00 
Poetage  and  incidental  receipte   -  60,000  00 

Amounting  together  to                $84,980,00000 
Which,  added  to  balance  in  the  Treaa- 
uiy  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  1819, 
eetimated  at 8^118,408  59 


Makes  the  sggregate  amount  of   $86,938,406  69 

The  probable  authoriaed  demands  on  the  Tiomuij 

during  the  rear  1819  are  estimated  to  amount  to  the 

sum  of  $84,616,819  76,  vis : 

Civil,  Diplomatic  and  Miscellaneous 
Expenses $1,619.836  31 

Military  Department,  including  the  In- 
dian Department,  permanent  Indian 
annuities,  military  and  Revolutionary 
pensions,  and  arming  the  militia      •    6,066,858  65 

Navy  Department,  indoding  one  mil- 
lion dollars  for  the  gradual  increase 
ofthenainr     -        -        .        -        .    8,608,466  60 

Pnbbc  Buildings,  and  for  diecharging 
the  demands  of  the  contractors  for 
making  the  Cumberland  road  -  886,644  00 

PubUc  Debt 10,000,000  00 
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For  baildinffcalom-WQiMi  and  pnbUe 
winiioaiw  tt  New  OriMBt  and  oUmt 
porta      --.-•- 


100,000  00 


Total  of  flotifflated  domuids  -        984,616,219  76 
Which  being  dedoctod  from  the  amount 
eitimatad  to  bo  reeebed  into  th«  Treaa- 
vj,  indoding  the  balance  on  the  firat 
day  of  January,  1819      -        -        -  26,838,408  60 

LeaTes  a  balance  in  the  Treaauiy  on 
the  fint  day  of  Jannaiy,  1830,  of       f  1,717,188  83 

In  preienting  this  eatimate  of  receipta  for  the  year 
1619,  it  ia  naceaaaiy  to  premiae  that  the  aum  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  eoatoma  ia  leaa  than  what,  from  the 
amount  of  the  ontatanding  bonda,  would  under  ordi* 
nary  circomttancee  be  received.  The  amount  of  the 
•aleaof  poblie  lands  during  the  laat  year,  and  the  aum 
doe  at  Uiia  time  by  the  pnrchaaera,  would  juatil^  a 
much  higher  eatimate  of  the  receipta  from  that  im- 
portant branch  of  roTenne,  if  the  moit  aerioua  diffi- 
culty in  raaldng  pnymenta  waa  not  known  to  exiit. 
The  cxeaanve  iaaocs  of  the  banka  during  the  auapen- 
eion  of  apecie  paymenta,  and  the  great  exportation  of 
the  precioua  metaU  to  tiie  Eaat  Indtea  during  the  prea- 
ent  year,  hare  produced  a  preainre  upon  them  which 
haa  rendered  it  nseeaauiy  to  contract  their  diacounta 
ibr  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  from  dreulation  a 
large  propeition  of  their  notes.  Thia  operation,  so  op- 
presnve  to  their  debtors,  but  indispenaably  necessary 
to  the  existence  of  specie  payments,  must  be  oon- 
tinued  until  gold  and  silver  ahiaU  form  a  ^uat  propor- 
tion of  the  circulating  currency.  In  paasuig  through 
this  ordeal,  punctuality  in  the  diacharge  of  debta,  both 
to  indivy4oalB  and  to  the  Goremment,  will  be  conaid- 
erably  impaired,  and  well  founded  apprehenaiona  are 
entertained  that,  until  it  is  paaaed,  paymenta  in  aome 
of  the  land  districts  will  be  greatly  diminiahed. 

7*be  extent  to  which  the  payments  into  the  Treaa- 
ury,  during  the  year  1819,  will  be  affected  by  the  gen- 
eral pressoie  upon  ^e  community,  which  has  been  de- 
scribed, and  whieh  is  tlie  inevitable  conaequence  of  the 
overtrading  ct  the  Innka  and  the  ezportauon  of  apecie 
to  the  Eaat  ladiee,  aggravated  by  the  temporary  iafl- 
ure  of  the  ordinary  supply  of  the  precious  metals  from 
the  Spanish  AieTican  mines,  cannot,  at  thia  time,  be 
oonectly  appracaalod*  Should  it  exceed  what  has  been 
contemplated  in  tfaie  report,  the  appropriationa  must 
be  dimuiahed,  the  revenue  enlaiged  by  new  imposi- 
tionsy  ot  temporary  loans  authorued  to  meet  tfie  de- 
ficiency. Aa  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1820  will  be 
greatly  reduced  by  the  irredeemable  quality  of  the  pub- 
tie  debt,  after  the  redemption  of  the  remaining  moiety 
of  the  Louiaiana  atock,  which  may  be  efiected  on  the 
21st  day  of  October,  1819,  a  reaort  to  temporaiy  loana, 
or  to  the  isaue  of  Treasury  notes,  to  the  amount  of 
the  deficient,  should  any  occur,  is  believed  to  be  pref- 
erable to  the  imposition  of  new  taxes,  which  would 
not  be  required  titer  that  year. 

All  which  is  reepeetlhlly  aubmitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

STATE  OP  ILLIN0IS--8LAVERY. 

The  engrossed  resolution  declaring  the  admis- 
rion  of  the  State  of  lllioois  into  the  Union,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  was 
read  a  third  time;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  it 
passi 


Mr.  Tallmadoe,  of  New  York,  asaigned  the 
reasons  why,  in  hia  opinion,  the  resolution  ouffht 
not  to  be  adopted.  It  appeared  to  him,  in  the  first 
place,  he  said,  there  oitght  to  be  before  CoogresB 
some  document,  ahowioff  that  the  Territory  had 
the  population  required  or  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
aion.  The  recitation  of  the  fact  ia  the  preamble 
of  the  constitution  he  did  not  consider  as  the 
proper  sort  of  evidence.  It  was  not.  however, 
upon  this  point  that  he  meant  to  rest  bis  opposi- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  The  prin- 
ciple of  slavery,  if  not  adopted  in  the  constitu- 
tion, was  at  least  not  soflkiently  prohibited.  The 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  which  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
the  people  of  the  States  and  Territories  to  be 
formed  out  of  that  territory,  contained  some  pro- 
visions applicable  to  this  subject.  The  sixth  ar- 
ticle of  that  ordinance  provided  that,  in  the  cee* 
siott  of  territory  accepted  by  the  United  Slates 
from  Virginia,  and  comprising  the  whole  north- 
western territory,  there  should  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  as  a 
punishment  for  the  commitment  of  crimes;  with 
a  proviso,  that  this  provision  should  not  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  the  reclamation  of  runaway 
slaves.  If  the  cooatitation  was  found  to  com- 
port with  that  provision,  it  ought  to  be  received 
by  Congress ;  If  not,  it  ought  to  be  rejected.  Tha 
sixth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  new  State 
of  Illinois,*  in  each  of  its  three  sections,  Mr.  T. 

*  AuT.  6.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
shall  hereafter  be  introduced  into  this  State,  otherwisa 
than  for  the  punishment  of  dimes,  whereof  the  parhr 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted ;  nor  shall  any  male 
person,  arrived  at  the  age  of  twen^-one  yearsb  nor 
ftmale  person  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  yean^  be 
held  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servant,  under  any  In- 
denture hereafter  made,  unless  such  person  shall  entar 
into  such  indenture  while  in  a  state  of  perfect  freedom, 
and  on  condition  of  a  bona  iUe  oonsideration  received, 
or  to  be  received,  ibr  that  eervice.  Pf or  shall  any  in- 
denture of  any  negro  or  mulatto,  hereafter  made  and 
executed  out  of  this  State,  or,  if  made  in  thia  StatCt 
where  the  term  of  service  exceeds  one  year,  be  of  the 
leaat  validity,  except  thoee  given  in  caaes  of  appren- 


Sbc.  3.  No  person  bound  to  labor  in  any  other  State 
shall  be  hired  to  labor  in  this  SUte,  except  withm  the 
tract  reaerved  for  the  sslt  woifcs,  near  Shawneetown; 
nor  even  at  that  place  for  a  longer  period  than  one 
year  at  any  one  time ;  nor  ahall  it  be  allowed  there 
after  the  year  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
tyofive;  any  violation  of  this  article  ahall  efieet  the 
emancipation  of  auch  peraon  from  his  obligatkm  to 
service. 

Sac.  3.  Each  and  evaiy  person  who  haa  been  bound 
to  service  by  contract  or  mdenture,  in  virtue  of  the 
laws  of  the  Illinoia  Territory,  heretofore  exiating,  and 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  same,  without 
fraud  or  coUnaion,  ahall  be  held  to  a  specific  perfbrm- 
ance  of  Iheir  contracts  or  mdentures;  and  such  ne- 
groes and  mulalloes  as  have  been  registered  in  con- 
fornufty  with  the  aforesaid  laws,  shall  aerve  out  the 
time  appointed  by  said  laws :  JPlrsirMfed,  Aowever,  That 
the  chtldreB  hereafter  bom  of  saeh  persons,  negroei* 
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contendedf  cootrarened  thii  atipnlatioQ,  either  in 
the  letter  or  the  spirit.  These  sections  he  sepa* 
lately  eiamined,  as  to  their  constroetion  and  bear- 
ing, and  felt  himself  constrained  to  come  to  the 
oondasion  that  thev  embraced  a  complete  reeojt* 
nition  of  existing  siarery,  if  not  proTisions  for  its 
futnre  introduction  and  toleration;  particnlarly 
ia  the  passage  wherein  they  permit  the  hiring  of 
slaTeSi  the  property  of  non-residents,  for  any  nam- 
her  of  years  conseootiTely.  If  Ck>ngress  woaM 
observe  in  good  faith  the  terms  of  the  conven- 
tion, he  saidj  they  were  bound,  oader  this  circum- 
stance, to  reject  the  constitution  of  Illinois,  or  at 
least  tnis  feature  of  it  The  State  of  Virginia,  he 
said,  had  ceded  the  territory  out  of  which  this 
State  was  formed,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the 
United  States ;  one  of  which  was  that  to  which 
he  had  just  adverted,  and  it  was  a  monument  to 
the  fame  of  Virginia.  It  had  often  been  cast  as 
a  reproach  on  this  nation,  that  we,  who  boast  our 
freedom,  and  pride  ourselves  on  our  independ- 
ence, yet  hold  our  fellow-beings  in  servicer  Amer- 
icans had  been  represented,  indeed,  with  one  hand 
exhibiting  the  declaration  of  independence,  and 
with  the  other  brandishing  the  lash  of  despotism. 
When  this  stigma  was  attempted  to  be  fixed  on 
our  country,  it  was  a  consolation  to  him,  he  said, 
that  we  have  it  ia  our  power  to  east  it  back 
again  on  the  country  from  which  we  are  severed— 
hers  was  the  original  sin,  which  we  found  in  ex- 
istence on  our  emancipation,  and  which  it  had 
been  impossible  to  eradicate— we  could  do  no  more 
than  control  and  regulate  the  evil.  So  far  from 
wishing  to  invade  tae  rights  of  the  slaveholdiog 
States,  or  to  assail  their  prerogatives,  he  believed 
they  were  equally  sensible  with  him  of  the  evils 
of  slavery,  and  did  what  they  could  to  control 
and  regulate  them.  But,  Mr.  T.  said,  if  Congress 
should  voluntarily  recognise  this  feature  in  a  con- 
efitttlion  submitted  for  their  decision,  and  in  vio- 
lation, too,  of  a  compact  forbidding  it,  they  would 
take  upon  themselves  the  unjust  imputation  he 
had  alluded  to.  Mr.  T.  referred  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  State  already  ad- 
mitted from  the  same  territory,  to  show  how  care- 
fully and  scrupulously  it  had  guarded  against 
slavery  in  any  shape,  and  in  the  strongest  terms 
reprobated  it ;  and  lest  at  some  future  day  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  should  admit  ito  intro- 
duction, a  clause  of  that  constitution  forbade 
any  amendment  of  that  sort  to  be  made.  These 
sentiments  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  Mr.  T.  said, 
he  reciprocated.  Our  interest  and  our  honor,  said 
he,  calls  on  us  rigidlv  to  insist  on  the  observance 
<tf  good  faith  under  the  article  of  the  ordinance  I 
have  referred  to^  so  far  as  that  no  involuntary 
service  be  permitted  to  be  recognised  in  the  con- 
stitution or  any  Sute  to  be  formed  out  of  that 
territory. 


or  mulattoesy  shall  become  free,  the  males  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  the  females  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
yean.  Bach  and  every  child  bom  of  indentand  pa- 
rents shall  be  entered  with  the  derk  of  the  eoonty  in 
which  they  reside,  by  their  owners,  within  mx  months 
after  the  birth  of  said  child^CofuitMJQfi  ofMnoU. 


Mr.  PoiNDBXTBH,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  fatty 
concurred  with  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
in  his  solicitude  to  expel  from  our  country,  when- 
ever practicable,  anything  like  slavery.    It  is  not 
with  08,  said  he,  a  matter  of  choice  whether  we 
will  have  slaves  among  us  or  not :  we  found  them 
here,  and  we  are  obliged  to  mainiaio  and  employ 
them.    It  would  be  a  blessing,  could  we  get  rid 
of  them ;  but  the  wisest  and  best  men  among  os 
have  not  been  able  to  devise  a  plan  for  doing  it 
The  only  question  at  present  is  whether  the  State 
of  Illinois  has  virtually  complied  with  her  con- 
tract, and  followed  the  example  of  the  two  other 
States  already  erected  from  the  same  territory. 
To  illustrate  that  fact,  Mr.  P.  referred  to  the  con- 
stitution of  Ohio,  the  erection  of  which  Sute, 
from  the  Northwestern  Territory,  the  gentlemaa 
appeared  to  have  overlooked ;  and  showed  that 
the  article  on  the  subject  of  slaves  was  almost 
literally  copied  from  the  eont>titotion  of  Ohio  into 
that  of  Illinois.    The  third  section  of  the  anicle 
in  question,  in  the  latter,  was  the  only  variation, 
and  the  necessity  of  that  additional  provision 
would  be  obvious  to  any  aeatlemaa  who  would 
examine  and  reflect  upon  the  subject.    By  an  an- 
tecedent law  of  the  Territorial  goveramcnt,  aU 
persons,  slaves  or  under  indenture,  in  the  Teni* 
tory,  were  required  to  be  registered,  as  the  oalf 
way  in  which  they  could  be  discriminated  froB 
fugitives,  dbc.    Tfaie  constitution  directs  that  their 
children  also  shall  be  registered,  that  ther  may 
be  secure  of  enjoying  their  freedom,  when  by  the 
constitution  thejr  b^ome  entitled.    From  their 
color,  (being  frvmafcLcie  slaves  in  other  States.) 
was  it  not  more  secure  to  the  freedom  of  the 
people  of  color,  that  their  births,  parentage,  dee., 
should  be  recorded  In  the  new  State,  than  othei- 
wise  ?    So  far  from  constituting  an  objection  to 
it.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  considered  this  a  valuable  part 
01  the  constitution  of  Illinois.     As  to  chiklieB, 
bom  of  slaves,  not  being  free  until  eighteen  or 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  P.  said  tlutt  would 
be  no  great  hardship,  seeing  it  was  as  soon  as 
white  persons  were  free  from  their  parents,  or 
from  their  undentures,  if  apprenticed.     With  re- 
spect to  constitutional  provisions  on  this  subjcei, 
Mr^  P.  said,  after  all,  it  would  be  found  impracti- 
cable, after  admitting  the  independence  of  a  State, 
to  prevent  it  from  framing  or  shaping  its  consti- 
tution as  it  thought  proper.    As  to  a  constitution 
like  that  of  Indiana,  prohibiting  the  introduction 
of  an  amendment  to  it,  of  whatever  nature,  if  the 
people  were  to  form  a  convention  to-morrow, 
that  provision  would  be  of  no  force :  the  whole 
power  would  be  with  the  people,  whom,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  no  provision  of  that  natuie 
can  control.    Nor  could  Congress  prevent  them. 
Various  attempts  had  already  been  made  in  Ohio 
to  alter  that  feature.    In  the  nature  of  free  gor- 
ernments.  no  law  could  be  irrepealable;  though  <» 
this  head,  he  observedj  he  hoped  that  neither 
Ohio,  Indiana,  nor  Illinois,  would  ever  permit  the 
introduction  of  slavery  within  their  limits.    He 
hoped,  as  far  as  we  could,  we  should  expel  slavery 
from  the  country.    At  the  same  time,  he  thought 
that  Illinois,  so  far  as  she  had  gone,  had  done 
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better  tliao  thm  States  wtiieb  bad  preceded  her  in 
the  same  gnarter.  beeaose  she  bad  prorided  for 
the  tecaricy  of  the  freedom  of  negroes,  molat- 
toefl^  d^c,  and  to  preyent  them  from  being  kid- 
napped,  bf  causing  them  to  be  registered. 

Mr.  Andsrsor,  of  Kentackj;  repeated  what  be 
had  said  on  Friday  last,  respecting  the  popnlatlon 
of  Illinois,  and  his  own  eonrietion  that  it  was  of 
the  required  amount.     If  on  this  subject  Con- 
gress had  been  rerj  scropoloas,  Mr.  A.  said,  they 
would  hare  directed  a  census  of  the  population 
to  be  talcen  by  persons  appointed  by  tne  United 
States  for  that  purpose;  but  they  had  always 
heretofore  in  like  eases  submitted  to  Territorial 
counts  and  Territorial  results,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  they  should  not  do  the  same  in  the  present 
ease.  All  that  was  necessarr  was  that  they  should 
be  reasonably  satisfied  of  tneir  accuracy.    With 
respect  to  the  other  otgection  of  the  gentleman, 
he  thou^t  he  could  satisfy  him  that  his  position 
was  manifestly  incorrect.    It  would  be  seen,  on 
reading  the  articles  of  cession  by  Virginia,  that 
no  condition,  such  as  the  gentleman  supposed, 
was  anneaed  to  it,  respecting  slavery*    Tne  con- 
ditiona  she  rcqmred  were  of  a  different  charac- 
ter, and  this  proTision  respecting  slavery  had  been 
prescribed  by  Congress,  among  other  articles 
framed  for  the  ^Tcmment  of  the  Territory  thus 
ceded.    Yiiginia  had  no  concern  in  it,  except  so 
far  as  she  was  repieseated  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress, when  the  ordinance  was  passed.    Still  less 
were  the  people  itf  the  Northwestern  Territory  a 
party  to  toe  compact,  as  the  gentleman  supposed 
It,  not  beiag  represented  at  all,  nor  consulted  on 
the  occaetoi.    Congress  then  are  not  in  this  re- 
spect boaad  by  any  pledge,  nor  by  anything  but 
a  sense  of  eapediency,  co  operating  with  the  like 
senae  of  the  people  of  Illinois.    The  conditions 
reserved  by  Virgmla  on  making  the  cession  were 
that  a  certain  number  of  States  should  be  erected 
ham  the  Territory,  and  all  existing  rights  of  the 
people  presetred)  and,  Mr.  A.  said,  there  were 
slavea  in  the  Territory  at  that  dav.    So  far  from 
Virginia  requtriag  the  abolition  or  slavery,  doubts 
bad  arisen  whether,  under  the  stipulations  she 
made  on  ceding  the  Territory  to  the  United 
States,  Congress  should  pass  the  ordinance  which 
they  sabaequently  enacted.    Serious  doubts  had 
ariaea,  after  sdpulatiog  to  make  three  States, 
whether  Congress  had  a  right  to  prescribe  any 
eondition  respecting  slavery.  4c.;  not,  Mr.  A. 
said,  that  he  would  destroy  tne  ordinance,  but  he 
meant  to  state  only  how  far  its  scope  extended. 
There  was  nothing  unconstitutional,  in  any  view, 
in  Congiass  accepting  what  the  people  of  Illinois 
iifltve  done,  if  they  thought  proper;  since  the  con- 
sent of  the  two  contracting  parties  ^supposing 
tl&e  ordinance  to  be  a  compact)  wotud  thus  be 
griTen.    With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  provi- 
sions referred  to  in  the  constitution,  the  gentleman 
-vrho  preceded  him  had  clearly  shown  that  they 
had  been  mfsonderstood  by  tire  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  Tallmadqb  replied.-*In  referring  to  the  or- 
dinanee,  as  binding  Conffress  not  to  permit  slaverV| 
in  any  of  the  States  formed  from  the  North- 


western Territory,  he  conceived  Congress  to  be 
bound  by  a  tie  not  to  be  broken :  but,  if  in  this 
he  was  wrong,  and  Congress  are  bound  bv  noth- 
ing but  their  sense  of  expediency,  that  tie  oecame 
ten  thousand  times  more  strong.  Are  we,  said 
he,  to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  slavery,  its 
merits  and  demerits,  on  abstract  principles?  He 
would  not  enter  into  such  a  discussion :  but  must 
persist  in  stating  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  interest, 
honor,  and  faith  of  the  nation,  required  it  scru- 
pulously to  guard  against  slavery's  passing  into 
a  territory  where  they  have  power  to  prevent  its 
entraace.  Mr.  T«  again  enumerated  the  provi- 
sions in  the  constitution  of  Illinois,  to  which  he 
ol^ected,  and  made  further  remarks  on  them. 
He  considered  It  such,  that  to  accept  It,  would 
be  to  violate  a  pledge  solemnly  given,  and,  if  not 
a  stipulation,  yet,  so  simultaneouslj  given,  as  to 
amount  to  a  compact  with  Virginia.  With  re- 
spect to  the  power  of  a  State  to  change  its  con- 
stitution, he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  a 
State  was,  in  that  respect,  under  no  restraint. 
Would  gentlemen  admit  a  State  into  the  Union 
to-day  under  a  republican  form  of  government,  and 
permit  it  to  call  a  coavention  to-monow,  and 
change  its  form  of  government  to  a  monarchy  1 
That  State  would  cease,  by  the  very  act,  to  be  a 
component  part  of  the  Union,  and  the  same  resdt 
would  follow,  he  presumed,  if  a  State  were  to 
violate  the  condition  on  which  it  was  admitted 
into  this  Union,  by  admittiag  the  introductiott  of 
slavery. 

Mr.  LiVBBMOXB  requested  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  deeialoa  of  this  question. 

Mr.  HAaaiBOir  said,  that,  as  a  Representative 
of  Ohio,  he  protested  against  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  He  could  assure 
the  gentleman  that  the  people  of  that  Sute  were 
fully  aware  of  their  privileges,  and  would  never 
come  to  this  House,  or  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  permission  so  to  alter  their  constitution  as  to 
admit  the  introduction  of  slaverjr,  the  object  of 
the  gentleman's  abhorrence,  as,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is 
of  mine.  They  had  entered  into  no  compact 
which  had  shorn  the  people  of  their  sovereigii 
authority.  Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  make  some  re- 
marks respecting  the  operation  of  the  (^dinaace, 
cessions,  dbc.  Though  there  were  slaves  in  that 
country  when  ceded,  there  bad  been  none  in  that 
part  of^it  from  whicn  the  State  of  Ohio  had  been 
lormed,  so  that  no  proTision  had  been  necessary 
respecting  them  in  tne  constitution  of  that  State. 
In  Indiana,  the  question  relating  to  this  descri]!- 
tion  of  property  had  been  reserved  for  the  deci- 
sion of  tne  courts  of  justice,  dte.,  and  he  sincerely 
wished  that  Illinois  had  either  emancipated  its 
slaves,  or  followed  the  example  of  Indiana.  In 
regard  to  the  supposed  compact,  however,  and  its 
efficacy,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  always  considered 
it  a  dead  letter.  He  could  not  put  his  hand  on 
the  page,  or  on  the  letter,  but  he  oelieved  it  would 
be  found  that,  in  one  of  the  pages  of  the  Fed- 
eralist, the  authority  of  which  be  presumed,  at 
least,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  re- 
spect, Alexander  Hamilton  had  expressly  declared 
tne  same  opinion.    He  could  not  believe,  be  said, 
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that  Coogteis  would  refuse  to  accept  the  State 
of  Illinois  00  the  ground  of  that  cooapact :  for  his 
part,  he  wished  to  see  that  State,  aod  all  that 
Territorv,  disenthralled  from  the  effect  of  articles 
to  whicn  they  ne^er  ga?e  their  assent,  and  to 
which  they  were  not  properly  suhject.  This 
much  he  wished,  however  he  was  opposed  to 
slavery,  and  should  lanoent  its  introduction  into 
any  part  of  that  Territory. 

Alter  a  few  further  remarks,  from  Mr.  Tall- 
KADGfi,  Mr.  AndebboKj  and  Mr,  Storbs,  the 

3uestion  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  was 
ecided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  117,  nays  34,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Andetsoii  of  Pennsylvania,  Ander* 
son  of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Baldwin,  Barbour  of  Virginia, 
Bateman,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bloomfield, 
Blount,  Boden,  Bryan,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New  York, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Col- 
ston, Cook,  Crawford,  Cruger,  Cnlbreth,  Cnshman, 
Desha,  Drake,  Edwards,  Brvin  of  South  Carolina, 
Floyd,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hopkinson,  Hos- 
tetter,  Hubbard,  Irving  of  New  York,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Jones,  Kinsev,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Little.  McLane  of  Delaware,  McCoy, 
Marchand,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mercer,  Middle- 
Con,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Moseley,  Mumford, 
H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ogden, 
Ogle,  Owen,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pind- 
all,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Queries, 
Rhea,  Riee,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Sampeon, 
Sawyer,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sherwood, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloeuasb,  S.  Smith,  Ballard  Smith, 
Alexander  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stew- 
art of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Stuart  of  Maiyland, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Terrv,  Toinpkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  l/pham,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Walker  of  Kentucky,  Wallace,  Westerlo,  Whiteside, 
Wilkin,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  North  Carolina— 117. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Bennett,  Boss,  Clagett, 
CraOf,  Darlington,  Ellicott,  Folger,  Gage,  Gilbert, 
Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hunter,  Huntington,  Livermore, 
Wm.  Maclay,  Wm.  P.  Maday,  Merrill,  Morton,  Mur- 
ray, Jeremiah  Nelson,  Orr,  Reed,  Rich,  Richards, 
Savage,  S«ybert,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Wend- 
over,  Whitman,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania — 34. 

.  So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 


TuBSDAT,  November  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  C.  Allen,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  H.  Nblson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  concernins  the  western 
district  court  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  N.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
praying  a  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  incur- 
red by  the  prosecuiioo  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  July,  1798,  commooiy  called  the  sedition  law, 
he  then  being  a  Representative  in  Congress  from 
the  State  of  Vermont,  made  a  report  thereon, 


that  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooer  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  felt  himself  constrained  to  state 
to  the  House  that,  on  this  question,  he  had  beea 
in  a  minority  in  the  committee,  and  wished  the 
subject  to  be  fully  laid  before  the  Honse.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  for 
consideration  to  a  Committee  of  the  whok* 
House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hopkinson,  under  the  insiroetion  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  reported  a  bill  to  esiaUisJi 
a  uniform  system  of  Bankruptcy  thro«ghoot  the 
United  States. 

In  introducing  this  bill,  Mr.  H.  remarked,  that 
the  bill  was  in  form  the  same  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  introduce  to  the  conaidermtion  of  Cos* 
gress  at  their  last  session.  It  waa  not  bis  intea« 
tion,  he  said,  to  fatigue  the  Honse  by  a  lonf  ar- 
gument at  present;  but  he  had  thought  it  hisdotf 
to  bring  the  subject  once  more  be&re  Coogreas, 
and  have  a  70te  taken  on  it,  beeanae  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  people  demanded  it,  aod  in  the  hope 
that,  during  the  recess  of  Coogressi  the  opinioas 
of  some  gentlemen  might  have  chnnged,  from 
reflection,  or  from  information  derived  ffomotben, 
of  the  pressing  occasion  for  such  a  Inw.  Mr.  B. 
hoped  that  j^entlemen  would  pot  turn  from  tUi 

?|uestion  with  alarm,  but  that  there  would  be  a 
air  expression  of  the  opinion  of  CongreM  oa  the 
subject. 

The  bill  was  read,  aod  committed. 

Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  n  bill  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Depnrlmeatof 
War;  which  was  twice  read,  and  conmitted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentocky,  from  the  sdect 
committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  election  of  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  Congiesi, 
and  extendiuf^  the  right  of  aoffrage  to  the  people 
of  said  Territory ;  which  was  twice  m^  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Tatlob  iotrodueed  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  franking  of  the  documents  accompaay- 
ing  the  President's  late  Message ;  which  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinobztbb,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
effect,  by  law,  to  an  act  passed  by  the  (xeaer2 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  entitled 
*^An  act  making  appropriations  for  tnense  of  the 
Natchez  hospital." 

Mr.  Campbbll  was  appointed  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  vice  Mr.  Fonyth  re- 
signed. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  n  leuer 
from  Richard  Bland  Lee,  laie  Commissioner  of 
Claims,  transmitting  a  letter  from  Jacob  Doz, 
soliciting  compensation  for  his  services  a:^  agent 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  4he  uking  of 
evidence  in  certain  claims  of  great  magnitude, 
on  the  Niagara  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York: 
which  letters  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 
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Oa  moCtM  of  Mr.  SmiOBX,  the  eommiuee 
appotDte^  at  the  last  wmioh  of  Cod^ms,  to  in- 
qatre  into  the  official  eondaet  of  eertaio  judges  of 
the  coorta  of  the  United  States,  were  discharged 
from  so  oaoch  of  their  duty  as  relates  to  the  eon- 
doei  of  William  Stephens,  who  has  resigned  his 
office  of  jod|j;e  of  the  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  dtslrici  of  Qeoigia* 

The  House  then  proMeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  tying  OTor  from  the  last  session,  which,  by 
a  role  of  the  Hoose,  are  re? iTed  in  Haim  quo,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  first  week  of  the  present 
session. 

The  Honse  first  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  nnfaTorable  to  the  petition 
of  Daniel  Manly  and  Aaron  Walker.  Mr.  Whit- 
MAM  moved  to  reverse  the  report;  on  which  mo- 
tion a  debate  ensued,  wherein  Mr.  Wbitican 
supported,  and  Messrs.  TRiMBLn  and  Smith  of 
Maryland,  ooposed  the  motion^  which  was  final* 
ly  negmtived  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  report 
adopted.  In  which  the  House  concurred,  on  the 
Speaker's  taking  the  Chair. 

mSW  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

The  House  next  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole^  on  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last 
session,  for  erecting  a  separate  judicial  district 
vest  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia* 

In  the  course  of  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
among  other  propositions,  was  one  made  by  Mr. 
CoLSTOX,  of  Virginia,  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
retain  in  the  eastern  circuit,  by  accepting  them 
from  the  western,  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and 
Hardy  ;  and  one  by  Mr.  McCov,  of  Virginia,  to 
leave  in  the  eastern  eireoit  the  county  of  Pendle- 
too  ;  both  of  which  motions  were  agreed  to* 

Mr.  B.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  substitute  the  town  of  Lewisbunr,  in  Qreen- 
briar  county,  for  Clarksburg  and  Wythe  court- 
house, so  as  to  have  only  one  place  of  holding 
courts,  instead  of  two,  as  proposed  in  the  bill,  and 
supported  his  motion  by  various  explanations  to 
establish  its  propriety. 

Tbis  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  PiunALi^  and 
was  in  the  end  negatived. 

Mr.  TATLOUf  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
oat  the  provision  for  a  salary  to  the  marshal  and 
attorney  of  the  new  disuict,  on  the  ground  that 
so  salary  had  been  allowed  to  those  officers  in  the 
additional  districts  created  in  other  States ;  and 
that,  if  any  were  allowed  in  this  case,  it^ought  to 
be  Vy  a  general  provision. 

Mr.  Bau>wiN|  of  Pennsylvania,  related  some 
facts,  showing  that  there  were  instances  of  salary 
allowed  to  those  officers  in  some  of  the  additional 
districts  of  other  States ;  after  which  the  motion 
was  oegatived. 

Mr.  WLOYDy  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
Wythe  court-house,  and  substitute  Giles  court- 
hotise,  as  one  of  the  two  places  of  holding  the 
courts  of  the  new  district,  and  made  some  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  opposed  the  motion,  and  replied 


to  Mr.  Fi.0Ti>,  who  rejoined;  and,  after  some 
further  remarks  by  Mr.  Smttb,  the  motion  was 
negatived  ;  and  the  bill  being  gone  through,  and 
the  blanks  filled,  dkc,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  the  amendments  of  the  committee 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McCoT,  expressing  his  embarrasameni 
how  to  vote  on  this  bill,  not  being  able  to  per- 
ceive any  necessity  for  the  proposed  division, 
with  the  information  he  at  present  possessed, 
asked  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  to  exhibit 
the  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  PiNOALL  entered  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  reasons  he  had  heretofore  submitted  in  sup- 

f»ort  of  the  Justice  and  expediency  of  the  estab- 
ishment  or  the  new  district;  and.  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  McCoy  in  reply,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  read  a 
third  time. 


WsoKcanAT,  November  25. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Virgiaiay 
JoBu  Ttukr,  Jambb  JoBxaoK,  and  Qbobub  F» 
Stbotbbb  ;  and,  from  Soutb  Cabouna,  Wil^ 
LI  AM  LowBOBs,  appeared,  and  took  their  seals. 

Mr.  Wilson,  or  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition  of  the  President,  Managers,  and  Com* 
pany  of  the  Milford  and  Oswego  Turnpike  Road, 
praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing  a 
subscription  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  the 
capital  stock  of  said  company.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  T.  Nimmo,  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  W*  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  William  T.  Nimmo,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silbbbb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing,  in  eases  of  exporta- 
tion 01  goods  entitled  to  debenture,  the  same  time 
(of  twenty  days)  for  completing  tne  export  entry 
and  oath,  as  is  allowed  bv  the  act  of  tne  20th  of 
April  last,  for  executing  tne  export  bonds,  in  lieu ' 
often  days  within  which  it  is  now  required  that 
the  said  oath  and  entry  shall  be  completed. 

Mr.  Wbitmab  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Ruohtdf  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Ksvolationsry  Claims  be  instructed  forthwith  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  granting  pensions  to  the  indi- 
▼idnals  in  whose  favor  a  bill  for  that  purpose  passed 
this  Hones  at  the  last  session,  and  at  the  rates  and 
from  the  periods  in  the  same  bill  prescribed. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  relative  propri- 
ety of  acting  as  proposed,  or  of  waiting  for  the 
Senate,  in  which  body  the  bill  fell  through  at 
the  last  session,  to  revive  it.  The  latter  course 
was  supported  ov  Mr.  Rhea,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Whitman.  With  a  view  to  his  object,  Mr.  Rbba 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ;  which 
motion  was  negatived,  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  resolution  authorizing  the  trans- 
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aiMioit  of  eeitain  dooamenu  Aree  of  poilAge,  wm 
rcod  ihe  third  time,  ud  paned. 

The  Hoeae  speiit  tome  farther  time  in  Com- 
miuee  of  the  Whole,  oa  the  bill  of  laet  seseion, 
oonfirmiDg'  oertaio  claims  to  lead  io  the  Illinois 
Territory.  After  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Poinobxtbr  aod  Harriboji  bore  the 
pcincipal  part,  the  OommitCee  rose,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  agaio. 

N£W  JtTDICIAL  DISTRICT. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  separate  judi* 
eial  district  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  west  ol  the 
AUehany  mountains,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and 
on  the  qaestion,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recommit 
tjie  bill|  for  the  purpose  of  amending  it.  so  as  to 
divide  the  eastern  from  the  western  judicial  dis- 
trict by  county  lines,  belieTing  that  to  be  a  much 
better  diriding  line  than  that  established  by  the 
bill.  [The  bttl  provides  that  the  new  district 
shall  be  composed  of  so  much  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia as  is  situate  west  of  the  summit  of  the 
mouBCalns  which  separate  the  waters  emptying 
into  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  Roanoke  nmer  mm 
the  waters  which  fall  into  the  Ohio  river.] 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pcndall, 
who,  though  he  admitted  some  laconTenience 
might  resnit  from,  the  line  proposed  by  the  btU, 
thought  it  was  an  inconvenience  inseparable  from 
any  division,  and  which  would  be  only  varied  in 
its  operation,  but  not  changed  in  its  nature,  by 
an  amendment  such  as  that  proposed  by  Mr. 
Flotu. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

DISCONTINnANCS  OF  SUTTO. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  discontinuance  of  suiu 
in  the  western  district  court  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
consequence  of  the  court  not  having  been  held 
At  the  time  appointed  by  law,  (because  the  judge's 
commission  was  not  received  in  time,}  paued 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  proposition  was  made  by  Mr.  Porter,  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  allow  to  the  nurshal  and 
clerk  of  the  western  district  of  New  York,  the 
same  salary  (two  hundred  dollars  each)  as  the 
bill  proposes  to  allow  to  tkose  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  to  disembarrass  this  bill  of  any 
possible  objection,  as  it  was  important  it  should 
pass  speeduy,  moved  to  strike  out  the  section  al- 
lowinj^  the  salaries  in  qoestion. 

Which  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  PoETan'a  motion 
fell  with  it;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

ADDITIONAL  CLERKS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  SiitTB  of  Maryland  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  appointing  an  additional 
number  of  clerks  in  the  War  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harriboic,  an  appropriation 
was  inserted  for  a  year's  salary  to  the  twelve  ad- 
ditional clerks  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wai«err,  of  North  Carolina,  ezprassing  a 


deslK  to  be  more  pnrtiealarly  apprised  of  the 
causes  which  made  this  inenase  or  clerks  in  the 
War  Deoartmeot  necessary-* 

Mr.  UAnniaox  staled  that,  from  the  informa- 
tion received  from  the  Secretary  of  Wai^  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  bill  had  been  antiificd  of 
its  necessity,  to  a  timely  decision  on  n  Inrgemass 
of  applications  under  the  act  of  the  last  sesaba. 
for  granting  pensions  to  eertain  sarviving  Revo^ 
lotionarv  officeie.  Among  other  fnetS|  Mr.  H. 
suted,  that  the  applications  which  had  been  made 
under  the  act  of  last  session.  aaooMad  to  19^ 
973;  of  which  4,200  had  been  favorablv  neatedt 
3,400  had  been  rejected  or  eospended  ler  farther 
evidence,  and  13,373  remnia  to  be  deeidfid.  In 
this  doty  ten  clerks  had  so  lar  been  cmpkryed, 
who,  considering  the  labor  necessary  for  exam- 
ining and  stating  each  claim,  had  decided  on  u 
manv  as  possible.  Asan  additionalmotivefor  pos- 
ing the  bill,  besides  its  being  the  inteioat  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  ascertain,  as  soon  as  poaaible,  the  to* 
tal  amount  to  be  provided  for,  besnid  many  of  the 
applicants,  who  had  formerlv  enjoyed  pensions 
from  the  States  or  the  United  Stntee,  had  been 
dejirived  of  them  in  consequence  of  their  appli* 
cation  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  law,  and  were 
now  in  a  state  of  great  distress.  In  regard  to  the 
expense  to  be  caused  hj  the  bill,  which  was  Ub- 
ited  to  one  year's  duration,  it  was  scarcely  msie- 
rial,  since  so  much  clerk  bite  would  be  neeessiry 
for  the  business,  wheUier  it  was  expended  atooce 
to  have  it  done,  or  protracted  in  its  ezpenditare 
for  two  or  three  years. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

CITT  OF  WA8HINGTOM. 

The  House  then  spent  some  time  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  set 
authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  lou  in  the 
Citv  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Herbert  explained  the  object  of  the  bid 
to  be,  to  enable  the  Commissioner  of  the  etry  to 
carry  into  eifect  the  common  law,  according  to 
the  intent  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  conforma- 
bly to  a  plat  by  which  Congress  had  intended 
those  sales  should  be  regulated ;  an  object  which 
was  defeated  by  the  wording  of  the  former  law. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the 
proceeding  proposed  to  be  sanctioned  by  it  would 
be  an  interference  with  private  rights^  which,  he 
said,  ought  to  be  toucheu  with  great  circumspec- 
tion at  any  time.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  state  the 
terms  on  which  the  proprietors  had  surrendered 
their  rights  In  the  land  on  which  the  city  stands, 
uking  alternate  lots  or  squares,  and  receiving  ia 
addition  twenty  or  twenty*five  pounds  per  acre 
for  the  ground  included  in  the  public  reservations. 
Any  deviation  from  the  plan  of  the  city,  whick 
should  throw  these  reservations  into  the  market, 
these  proprietors,  he  said,  would  consider  ss  a 
violation  of  the  contract  they  had  entered  into, 
and  were  readv,  in  case  of  the  attempt  to  do  it 
to  lay  injunctions  on  the  proceeding.    Besides, 
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Mr.  8.  Midf  if  CompmB  ooet  begfto  to  dter  the 
l>ifttt  of  eke  eitf,  wEere  would  tSey  •top?  Tlie 
cUiaejis  frooJ4  bo  eoBttniially  comlDg  berore  them 
to  maJre  alienUloos,  not  to  bieautiff  tho  city  ooljr, 
boc  to  serre  their  owa  inteiests.  Indeed,  he 
thought  Congrees  matt  hsTe  been  aorpriaed  into 
the  pessage  of  the  law  which  this  bill  propofted  to 
amend,  or  they  would  not  have  paised  it. 

Mr.  HsBBBBT  replied,  that  he  had  not  been  in 
faTOT  of  the  principle  or  the  original  act ;  but  that 
act  had,  after  deliberation,  reeei?ed  the  approba- 
tion of  CoBgreaa^  and,  if  it  was  to  hare  the  effeet 
intended  when  it  paosed,  the  amendment  now 
prcmoeed  waa  aeeetMry. 

Mr.  DwnA  said,  that,  from  what  had  taken 
place,  the  «ob|eet  appeared  to  be  bat  little  ander- 
stood,  and  information  was  wanting  to  enable  the 
House  to  act  UDderttandiogly  on  it.  He,  there- 
fore moved  that  the  Committee  riee,  and  ask  leave 
to  sii  again. 

Which  was  agreed  to^  and  the  Committe  rose, 
and  had  leave  to  sat  again. 

BANK  OF  THE  UlfTTED  STATES. 

Mr.  Spehcbb,  of  New  York,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

IleMohedf  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in* 
ipect  the  bo^a  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  report  whether 
the  provisions  of  its  chazter  hsTe  been  Tiolated  or  not ; 
and  paiticnlarlj  to  report  whether  the  instalments  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  stid  bank  hare  been  paid  in 
gold  snd  silTer  coin,  and  in  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  or  whether  thej  were,  in  any  instance, 
snd  to  what  aasount,  paid  by  the  proceeds  of  the  notes 
of  stockholders,  discounted  for  that  pnipoee ;  and  also 
to  report  the  names  of  those  persons  who  now  own, 
or  who  have  owned,  any  part  of  the  capitid  stock  of 
the  said  bank,  and  the  amount  of  discounts,  if  any,  to 
such  psreoBS  reepecUveiy,  and  when  made ;  and  also 
10  report  whether  the  said  bank,  orany  of  its  offices  of 
discount  and  depoeile^  haTo  refosed  to  pay  the  notes 
of  the  bank  in  specie  on  demand,  and  have  relhsed  to 
isceive  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  them,  or  either  of 
them,  the  notes  of  the  bank*  and  whether  the  bank  or 
any  of  its  offices  of  discount,  or  any  of  their  officers  or 
agents  have  sold  drafts  upon  other  offices,  or  upon  the 
bsnk,  at  an  adTsnce,  and  hsTe  reoeiTed  a  premium  for 
such  drafts  ;  also,  the  amount  of  the  notes  issued  pay- 
able St  Philsdelphia,  and  at  each  office  of  discount  re- 
spectively, snd  the  amount  of  capital  assigned  to  each 
office,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  public  depo- 
sitee msde  St  the  bank  and  at  each  office,  and  an  ao- 
oonnt  of  the  transfers  thereof,  and  the  total  amount  of 
biUa  and  notes  discounted  at  tiie  bank  and  its  several 
offices  einee  its  organisation ;  that  the  said  committee 
have  lasivs  to  meet  in  the  dly  of  Philadelphia,  and  to 
remain  there  as  long  as  may  be  necessary ;  that  diey 
shall  havs  power  to  send  for  penNms  and  papers,  and 
to  employ  the  nqnisito  clerks^  the  expense  of  which 
ahall  be  andited  aad  alkmed  by  the  Coeamittee  of 
Acoounts,  aad  paid  oniof  the  contingent  fond  of  this. 
House. 

Mr.  SpBNCia  remarked,  on  introdoeing  this 
mocioo,  that  it  was  with  considerable  relnotaaee 
he  had  sabmitied  it  to  the  Hoose-^a  relactanee, 
however,  proceeding  solely  from  his  inability  to 
do  jastice  to  the  sabject,  and  not  from  any  doobt 


of  the  Bceeirity  or  of  the  propiiety  of  the  pro* 
eeeding.  He  had  waited  till  this  day,  in  the  hope 


that  some  member,  whose  experience  was  mora 
extensiTa  than  his  own,  would  bare  moved  the 


inquiry ;  bol.  having  been  in  this  respect  disap- 
potnted,  he  had  felt  it  his  imperioaa  doty  to  doit. 
As  to  the  authority  of  thia  Hooae  to  make  tha 
inresiigation,  he  thought  there  could  be  little 
doubt.  If  there  should  be  any  doubt  on  the 
mind  of  any  gentleman  on  this  aubject,  be  re- 
ferred him  to  theSSd  section  of  the  act  establish- 
ing the  bank,  which  expressly  authorised  an  ex-' 
aminatlon  of  the  books  or  the  ntok,  when  required, 
by  a  committee  of  Ooiimss.  As  to  the  neceesity 
of  the  inquiry-  proposed,  he  presumed  there  were 
few  of  thoee  near  him  who  were  not  aware  of  the 
agitattott  which  exists  in  the  public  mind  on  this 
subject,  and  who  did  not  pereeive  that,  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  loud  eomptainta 
were  made  axaiost  the  conduet  of  the  otteers  of 
the  baaka.  It  was  necessary  for  him  to  atata^ 
Mr.  S.  said,  as  he  did  explicitly  state,  that  he 
meant  to  implicate  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  no 
respect ;  on  that  point  he  had  formed  no  opinion, 
and  would  form  none,  until  the  facts  reported  hr 
the  committee  should  Justify  him  in  drawing  his 
conclusions  on  the  subject.  He  was  neither  hos- 
tile 10  the  banl^  nor  particularly  friendljr;  ho 
owed  nothing  to  it ;  he  was  the  proprietor  or  none 
of  its  stock,  nor.  that  he  knew  of,  were  an|r  of  hla 
friends.  Bat,  tnat  eomplainu  existed  against  the 
bank,  be  well  knew;  and,  whether  well  or  ilk 
founded,  it  was  equally  doe  to  the  nation  and  ter 
the  bank  that  a  fair  inquiry  should  take  place, 
and  such  a  report  be  made  as  would  show  that 
the  complaints  were  unjust^  if  such  should  prore 
to  be  the  fact,  or,  if  otherwise,  should  exhibit  the 
specific  instances  of  misconduct  which  the  com- 
mittee should  be  able  to  discover.  The  objects 
specified  in  the  resolve,  Mr.  8.  said,  were  all  those 
respecting  which,  to  his  knowledge^  complainU 
had  been  made;  and  they  were  sobjeete  respect- 
ing which  it  was  at  least  certain  that  the  nation 
required  information.  The  fHeads  of  the  hank, 
ha  thought. ought  to  solicit  the  iaoutry  proposed ; 
they  shonld  be  anxioQs  that  a  full  investigation 
should  take  place,  and  that,  too,  by  a  committee 
baring  no  resentments  against  the  bank  to  grati- 
fy, nor  any  feelings  of  friendship  or  attachment 
to  bias  them  against  it*-by  a  committee,  ttepead- 
ing  on  their  own  inspection  for  facts,  and  not  ou 
information  of  a  general  nature  derived  from  the 
officers  of  the  bank.  A  fall  and  fair  view  of  the 
whole  snhject,  thus  obtained,  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  happy  conseqaencm  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  bank.  If  it  should  be  shown  that  im- 
mense discounts  had  not  been  made  to  particolar 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  speculation  merely ; 
that,  by  this  means,  tbe  stock  of  the  bank  bad  not 
been  blown  op  into  a  bubble  which  had  now 
burst;  that  the  bank  had  distributed  its  aceom- 
modatione  with  a  view  to  the  accommodation  d 
the  commooity  rather  than  of  individuals ;  that 
it  had  used  iu  best  exertions  to  accomplish,  what 
was  one  of  the  objects  of  its  establishment,  the 
equalisation  of  the  currency,  as  far  as  pmetieabk ; 
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if  it  bad  iotm  ftU  this,  and  fafarly  codeavarad  to 
neat  tha  paUic  ez{>eetatioiia,  although  it  niaf 
JiftTO  failed  in  that  oh|eot,  it  would  become  ao  act 
of  jaaciee  to  rallf  arond  the  tostitatioo,  to  soi- 
tain  and  gife  it  credit,  because  no  one  coold 
donbt  the  atilitf  of  aoch  an  institotioB  to  the 
nation,  if  properly  condoeted.  With  these  ob- 
•ervaiionsylir.  S.  eabmiued  the  resolatioa  to  the 
will  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  MoLahb,  of  Delaware,  roae,  he  said,  not  to 
oflSsr  any  opposition  to  the  inqoiry,  bat  merely  to 
request  time  to  gi?e  to  the  sabject  of  the  resolo- 
tion  each  a  consideration  as  its  importance  de- 
served. It  wooid  be  recollected  by  the  Hoase, 
that  a  resolution  bad  passed  the  Senate  dnring 
the  last  session,  cailiog  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  lay  before  Congress  a  particular  ac- 
count or  the  state  and  transactions  of  the  bank. 
This  report  might,  be  expected  shortly  to  be  laid 
before  Congress;  and  in  that  report  would,  pet^ 
baps,  be  embiaced  all  the  information  rc«iuired  by 
the  resolve.  Although  rumors  had  existed,  BAr. 
McL.  said,  with  rfgard  to  certain  transactions  in 
the  bank,  ne  thoni^t  it  would  be  well  not  to  in- 
stitute an  inquiry  hastily  on  the  foondation  of 
mere  rumor.  He  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  a  day,  or  for  a  lonffer  time,  that  the 
House  might  have  time  to  reflect  on  it.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Spuicobr  said  he  had  no  sort  of  objection 
to  this  course ;  but  he  hoped  that,  after  gentlemen 
should  have  reflected  on  it,  they  would  be  dis^ 
posed  to  take  it  up  and  act  on  it  at  an  early  day. 


TaoBSDAT,  November  26. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Ohio,  Samobl 
Hbrbiok  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensions,  (be- 
ing in  form  and  substance  the  same  as  passed 
this  House  during  the  last  session,  and  fell 
through  in  the  Senate.)  The  said  bill  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 

Krosaed  for  a  third  reading;  and  was subsequent- 
r  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WiLLUMs.  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Mobile,  who  pray  indemnity  for  eertiin 
losses  sustained  by  encampments  of  detachments 
of  the  Army  on  or  near  their  property  during 
the  late  war;  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Walker,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Plbasantb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  extending  the  term  of 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
certtin  cfficers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  died 
in  the  public  service;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

On  Hkotion  of  Mr.  Ppindbztbr,  the  Clerk  of 


the  House  of  Representatives  was  diiuctcd  to 
furnish  each  standing  committee  of  the  Home 
with  a  yolume  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Bute^ 
having  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Campbbll  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  en  the 
table  for  one  day : 

Rnohedt  That  the  standing  ndes  of  tfds  House  be 
smeoded,  trf  rescindiDg  mle  fifteen,  which  is  in  theie 


^'After  six  days  tnm  the  coaamencamsnt  of  a 
ondy  or  subsequent  seswrn,  of  any  Congrai,  afl  hilK 
rsBoluttons,  uid  reports,  vHiidi  originatied  in  this 
House,  and  at  the  dose  of  the  next  pieesdiHg  m»- 
non  remsined  undetenninedy  shall  be  laeoMsd  sad 
acted  on,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  an  a^^unuBsnt 
had  not  taken  place." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Botlbb,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  to  this  House,  a  bill  grantins^  n  pension  to 


Major  General  John  Stark ;  and 
lbb,  of  New  Hampshire,  HuHnNUTon,  and 
Bloompibld,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  PuBatnavT 
OP  TUB  Ubitbd  States  ;  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  ike  Eoute  of  SatreioUativetoftkt  UtdUdSUUM: 
I  lav  before  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  a  repoct 
from  the  Commisnoner  of  the  Publie  Buildings,  msde 
in  compliance  with  a  resolntion  of  the  Sonata  of  the 
38th  of  Jsnnsxy  Isst,  requiring  a  ststement  of  the 
expenditures  upon  the  public  buildingi,  and  an  ac- 
count of  their  progress  to  be  annuaUy  exhihitrd  to 
Congress. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Novsxaam  26, 1818. 

The  Message  and  documenta  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  PubKc  Buiidinsa. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  to  increase  the  nnmber  of  clerks  in  the 
Department  of  War;  an  act  conceming^  the 
western  district  court  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  an 
act  concerning  invalid  pensions ;  were  severalif 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
*'Au  act  to  provide  for  tne  removal  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mioolbton,  the  biU  report- 
ed at  the  last  session  supplementary  to  the  net, 
entitled  **An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juriadie- 
tion  of  the  united  States,''  passed  the  2d  of 
March.  1807,  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  the  unlawful  introduction  of 
slaves  into  the  United  States. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  n  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  from  the  Senate. 
entitled  ''An  aet  to  provide  for  the  remoTal  oi 
the  Library  of  Congress  to  the  north  win^  of 
the  CapitoL"    The  bill  was  reported  witiiocu 
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amendmeii^  and  ordered  to  be  read  t  third  time 
to-d^f .  It  was  aeeordiogly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mehitable  Cole, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
after  some  remarks  id  favor  of  it  hj  Mr.  Cla- 
osTT,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  rejvesentatives  of  Caron  de  Beaamar- 
chais. 

[The  magnitude  of  this  claim  makes  it  an  im- 
Dortant  one.  and  the  lonff  interral  of  time  which 
has  elapsed  since  the  debt  was  contracted,  has  at 
once  tripled  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and  Involved 
in  some  obscurity  the  question  of  the  justice  of 
the  claim.  In  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  at  the  last  ses* 
sion,  and  on  which  this  bill  is  founded,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  unanimous.  This 
leport,  which  is  an  elaborate  and  able  one,  was 
read  through  to-day  by  the  Clerk.  A  report  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Congress,  adverse  to  the 
claim,  and  egually  elaborate,  was  also  read 
tbroagb.1 

After  the  reading  of  these  documents — 

Mr.  Ba88£Tt  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  mer- 
its o£  this  claim,  impressively  urging  on  the 
House  the  justice  of  giving  to  the  claim  a  libe- 
ral and  serious  consideration.  He  stated  the 
important  services  rendered  to  the  United  States 
by  M.  Beaumarchais,  and  the  reduced  fortunes 
of  his  heirs.  After  reading  the  warm  expression 
of  thanks  lo  that  gentleman  bjr  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  stating  that  his  aid  had  essentially 
contributed  to  some  of  the  most  important  and 
successful  events  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr. 
B.  expressed  his  hope  that  the  door  would  not 
be  closed  in  the  face  of  his  representatives,  sue- 
ing  for  a  debt  justly  due  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  want  of  which  had  impoverished  them. 

Mr.  PiTKiM  said  that  thi«i  claim  was  of  that 
nature,  and  of  that  amount,  too,  which  required 
a  cool  consideration  of  its  nature;  and  that  the 
Mouse  should  closely  examine  into  its  merits  for 
themselves.  With  regard  to  this  claim,  some  of 
the  documents  unfavorable  to  it  had  been  de- 
stroyed at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  1814; 
others  were  not  generally  accessible,  or  not  gen- 
erally understood.  As  gentlemen  could  not  have 
had  time  to  look  over  the  papers  at  the  present 
session,  and  it  was,  withal,  growing  late,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  that,  on 
meeting  again,  gentlemen  might  be  better  pre- 
pared than  at  present  to  go  into  a  consideration 
of  the  question. 

Wiiereapoo  the  Committee  rose,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Frioat,  November  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Wil- 
liam Lee  Ball,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 
15th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 11 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Qad  Worthington,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SpENoaa,  the  testimony 
taken  under  commissions  issued  by  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Claims,  and 
all  other  testimony  in  relation  to  the  claims  for 
remuneration  for  property  captured  and  destroyed 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war,  which 
were  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  during  the 
last  session,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to 
make  any  amendment  to  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  coins  of  the  United  States  and  foreign  coins; 
and  Messrs.  Sbtbbrt,  Nslson  of  Massachusetts, 
Irving,  and  Harbison,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  on  Militarjr  Afiairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  approved 
the  14th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  ''An  act  regula- 
ting the  staff  of  the  Armv,  so  as  to  do  away  the 
offices  of  surgeon  general  and  assistant  surgeon 
general,  and  to  have  two  surgeons  general,  cor- 
responding to  the  present  office  of  assistant  sur- 
geon general,  with  their  present  pay,  emoluments, 
and  duty,  who  shall  make  their  returns,  through 
the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  to  the  Secre- 
tary or  War,  as  they  now  do  through  the  surgeon 
general. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
the  several  persons  placed  upon  the  pension  list 
under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  providing  for 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  Hous^ 
of  the  20th  of  April  last,  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Departmentof  War  was  instructed,  in  addition 
to  the  report  of  Revolutionary  pensioners,  made 
to  this  House  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
last  session,  to  designate  on  the  list  thereof,  the 
line,  corps,  or  vessel,  to  which  the  pensioner  be* 
longed,  the  time  of  his  service,  and,  if  an  officer, 
his  rank  in  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Mr.  Spbnobr  called  for  tlie  consideration  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  Thursday, 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro* 

firiety  of  deferring  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
ution  a  day  or  two  longer,  when  the  House  would 
be  in  possession  of  Information  on  the  subject 
which  It  had  not  yet  received. 

Mr.  Spencer  not  giving  way  to  this  sugges- 
tion, the  question  was  taken  whether  the  House 
would  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolulioUi 
and  decided  in  the  negative—- ayes  62,  nays  7£ 
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The  House  then  again  retoWed  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  UU  for  the  rriief 
of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de  Beaamarchnis. 

Mr«  PiTKiif ,  of  Connecticat,  opened  the  dehate, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  in  a  speech  which  oeeu- 
pied  la  the  deliyerjr  the  whole  of  the  day's  ait^ 
tii^.    In  the  onuet,  he  remarked  on  the  tmpor- 
tance  of  the  snbject  in  hand  i  the  interest  it  had 
excited,  and  the  feeling  it  had  nrodueed  in  the 
old  Congress,  as  well  as  under  the  present  Gor- 
ernment,  whene?er  it  had  presented  itself  for 
consideration.    During  the  existence  of  the  war 
of  the  Rerolutioo,  some  of  the  documents  relat* 
ing  to  it  had  miscarried,  and  some  had  been  sto- 
len in  their  transmission;  others  had  been  siaee 
destroyed  by  fire,  or  overlooked  in  the  mass  of 
public  papers.    Hence  the  claim  had  been  in- 
volved in  much  mystery,  requiring  close  invesiir 
gation  to  unrarel  it.    Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  the  subject,  as  it  had  b?en 
Tiewed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  by  the  French  Government,  and 
by  the  claimants.    la  the  course  of  his  argument, 
he  read  ^tracts  from  letters  of  Arthur  Lee,  Ben- 
jamin  Franklin,  and    Silas  Deane;  from  the 
American  and  French  diplomatic  volumes;  Arom 
Gordon's  history,  and  from  various  other  sources. 
From  all  these  documents,  and  connecting  all  the 
facts  disclosed  by  them  together,  Mr.  P.  thousht 
the  conclusion  irresistible,  that  the  supplies  fur- 
nished by  Caron  de  Beaumarchais  had  been  a 
gratuitous  aid  by  the  Government  of  Frapce,  and 
not  a  private  transaction  of  Beaumarchais.    The 
French  Government,  which  had  always  disclaim- 
ed all  expectation  of  repayment  of  the  aid  thus 
afforded,  under  the  critical  circumstances  in  which 
it  was  then  placed,  Mr.  P.  contended,  had  availed 
itself  of  the  cover  of  a  mercantile  transaction, 
and  of  the  agency  of  Beaumarchais  as  the  osten- 
sible shipper  of  supplies ;  that  it  had  done  so,  the 
public  disavowal  of  any  agencjr  in  this  matter 
was  no  proof  to  the  contrary,  being  a  part  of  the 
policy  of  concealment  which  dictated  the  em- 
ployment of  mercantile  agency  in  the  first  in- 
stance.   This  claim,  therefore,  Mr.  P.  considered 
aa  wholly  unsustained,  and  founded  on  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  Beaumarchais  to  aggrandize  him- 
self ana  family,  by  taking  ad  vantage  of  the  secret 
agency  in  which  his  name  had  been  employed, 
and  that  of  the  Government  and  its  officers 
whoUy  concealed,  to  claim  remuneration  from 
the  United  States  for  the  supplies  sent,  as  if  the 
matter  had  been  a  speculation  of  his  own. 

After  Mr.  P.  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the 
Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


MoNnAT,  November  30. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Jambs  B.  Mason, 
from  Rhode  Island,  and  Joel  Abbott,  from 
Georgia,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Gagb  presented  a  petition  of  Joha  L.  Pol- 
ereczky,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
was  an  officer  In  the  French  forces  in  tne  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 


piaying  that  the  benefiu  of  the  aei  paaaed  a^  the 
last  session  of  Cooffress,  for  the  relief  pf  cectaia 
persons  who  served  in  the  land  and  navmi  foreai 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
may  be  extended  to  him.— Referred. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Hoi4iBe,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  this  Hoaat 
on  the  2d  of  March  last,  in  obedienee  to  a  reso- 
lution instructing  him  to  report,  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  whi^t  alterations  or  modifications  are 
required  to  be/made,  in  the  emoluments  of  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commirftee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  in  additioa  to 
the  act  of  1799,  to  regulate  the  eoUeetiim  of  the 
revenue ;  [extending  the  time  of  taking  the  oath, 
to  twenty  dap,  in  cases  of  exportation  of  mer- 
chandise entitled  to  the  benent  of  drawback;] 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little  4  Co, 
and  of  Harmon  Rendricks,  of  New  York ;  which 
bills  were  severally  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  SiitTB,  from  the  same  eommitoe,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petitloa  of  certain 
coppersmiths  and  others,  of  Boston,  which  was 
read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbbbbbt,  it  was 

Betohedt  Thst  the  Clerk  of  this  House  he  asthflc- 
ixed  and  directed  to  contract  with  any  pesson  or  pw^ 
sons  for  the  printing  of  two  hnadxcd  and  fifty  copisi  of 
the  code  of  jurbpmdenca  for  diiQ  District  of  Colombia, 
prepared  end  reported  to  Congress  at  the  pteaaaC  aaa- 
sion  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Dbttiot. 

Mr.  BtjTLBB,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Major  General  John  Stark,  [[providiag 
for  placing  him  on  the  pension  list,  with  a  pen- 
sion of  —  dollars  per  month.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Botlbh,  the  blank  was  filled 
with  the  word  au^fy,  and  thus  amended,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
fif m.  con. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  sundry  petitions 
for  pensions  and  tne  increase  of  pensions,  made 
ID  compliance  with  the  Sd  and  5th  sections  of 
the  act  of  10th  April,  1806,  which  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  Mehltable  Cole 
certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmah  offered  for  conaideratioo  the 
following  motion : 

Setoivtdt  That  the  Committee  on  ReTotutioaaiy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  propriety  of 
granting  pensions  to  snch  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution as  serfed  on  continental  estabtiahment  at  least 
one  year  in  the  whole^  thongh  at  diflforent  periods  of 
the  war,  and  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  8ame»hy 
rirtue  of  the  act  of  last  aession,  had  they  oontinaed 
in  the  serrioe  uninterraptedly  for  the  term  of  nine 
months. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  resolution, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative^-^yes  45,  noesdD, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
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met  to  iacresse  the  saltries  of  eertain  ofiicera  of 
Gh>rerBni«ic,''  in  which  they  ask  the  eoneurrenee 
of  this  House. 

The  Hooae  jigttin  resolTed  itself  into  a  Com- 
loitcee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
commiliee  on  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Penosylvaoiai  rose  in  support 
of  the  claim  ;  and  haTto;  spoken  in  defence  of  it 
for  aearlj  an  hoor — 

The  dommtttee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

BANK  OF  THB  UNITED  0TATEa 

The  Hoose  haYing  agreed  now  to  proceed  to 
the  coniideratioa  of  the  resolatioa  moved  by  Mr. 
SPBMCfiB.  of  New  York,  a  few  days  ago,  in  the 
words  foilowiog: 

JtetoJMd,  Thmi  a  oommittM  b«  appointed  to  iuspaet 
the  booka»  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Unitad  States,  and  to  rspoit  whether  the 
proviaione  of  ita  charter  have  been  violated  or  not,  and 
particalailj  to  report  whether  the  inetalments  of  the 
capital  etock  oi  the  said  bank  have  been  paid  in  gold 
and  alver  coin,  and  in  the  funded  debt  oi  the  United 
States,  or  whether  they  were,  in  any  mstance,  and  to 
vrliat  amount,  paid  by  the  proceeds  of  the  notes  of 
atockhoHbn,  diaeonnted  for  that  purpose ;  and  also  to 
report  the  aamea  of  those  personi  who  now  own  er 
who  have  ewaed  any  part  of  the  capital  etock  of  the 
aaid  beak,  aad  tbe  amount  of  diiceunts,  if  any,  te  such 
persona  reepectiveiy,  and  when  made ;  aad  also  te  re- 
port whether  the  aaid  bank,  or  any  of  its  ofllcea  ef  di^ 
eo«nt  and  dapoaate,  bsve  mfnsed  to  pay  the  notes  of 
the  bank  in  specie  on  demand,  and  have  refused  loie- 
cmve,  in  payBMUt  of  debts  due  lo  them  or  either  of 
them,  the  notee  of  the  bank,  and  whether  the  bank,  or 
any  of  its  offices  of  discount,  or  any  of  their  officers  or 
agentsy  iwve  add  drafte  upon  other  offices  or  u^n  the 
bank,  at  an  advance,  and  nat  e  received  a  premium  for 
such  drafts ;  aleo  the  amount  of  the  notes  ueued,  pay- 
able at  Fhiladelplusy  and  at  each  office  of  discount  re- 
spectively, and  the  amount  of  capital  assigned  to  each 
office,  together  vrith  the  amount  of  the  public  depositee 
made  at  the  bank  and  at  each  office,  and  an  account 
of  the  tranafera  ftereof ;  and  the  total  amount  of  billa 
and  netea  ^aoounted  by  the  bank  and  iti  several  off- 
cae  ainee  ita  organisation.  That  the  said  committee 
have  leave  te  meet  in  the  city  ofPhihidelphis,  and  to 
remaia  there  as  long  aa  msty  be  aeceamrv ;  that  tlmy 
slwll  have  pewar  to  aend  for  psasena  and  papen^  and 
to  emplay  the  leqaisile  eledka,  the  ezpenaa  ef  which 
shall  be  atidieed  aad  alfewed  by  the  Committee  of  Ae- 
cooate,  end  paid  out  of  Che  contingent  ftind  of  this 


Mr.  MoLtAffB,  of  Delaware,  said,  be  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  object  of  the  proposed  inquiry, 
though  he  had  some  objection  to  the  form  given 
to  it.  He  thought  it  contemplated  a  wider  scope 
of  inqairy  than  was  within  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, lie  referred  to  the  act  incorporating  the 
bank,  and  quoted  so  much  of  it  as  reserved  to 
Congress  the  power  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
examine  its  books,  dbc,  for  the  pVirpose  of  aseer- 
tainiog  vrhether  or  not  the  baoK  has  violated  its 
charter.  He  drew  a  distiaclioo  between  this  power 
and  that  of  appointing  a  committee  to  inspect  the 


books  and  proeeedtags  of  the  bank,  for  tb^  pirr« 
pose  of  reporting  to  this  House  and  jmblishing 
to  all  the  world  all  its  transactions,  of^  whatever 
nature.    The  speciicatton  of  the  objects  of  in- 
quiry was  so  little  necessary  to  the  main  object 
of  the  resolation,  that  it  would  lose  nothing  of  ita 
effect  by  striking  them  all  out.    The  inquiry  Into 
the  amount  of  discounts  to  a  particular  class  of 
individuals,  for  example,  he  considered  as  etcep- 
tionable.    The  right  of  lendrog  money  is  vested 
in  the  bank,  at  ita  discretion,  to  whomseerer  it 
shall  ehooae.  If  it  have  even  exercised  that  power 
indiscreetly,  it  is  immaterial  to  this  House,  with 
reference  to  a  violation  of  its  charter,  (the  object 
of  inqniry.)  to  whom  discoants  have  been  nmde. 
If  the  House  went  so  for  aa  was  proposed  in  this 
respect,  it  should  go  further.  It  shonld  anthorixe 
a  report  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  all  those 
who  have  applied  for  discounts  at  the  bank,  and 
been  refused ;  and  also  an  inqoivy  into  tibe  char- 
acter and  solvency  of  all  those  persons,  In  order 
to  make  that  branch  of  the  inquiry  effeeivaL 
'  The  necessary  nowers  in  this  respect,  Mr.  MeL. 
said,  the  committee  of  this  Hoose  would  bare, 
under  the  charter,  withoot  a  specification  of  the 
objects  of  inqairy;  if  the  committee  had  not^  un- 
der the  charter,  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
to  it,  the  specification  would  not  confer  them. 
Since,  then,  the  specification  was  unnecessary, 
and  the  resdutlon,  diveeted  of  it.  would  answer 
every  object  the  gentleman  hatl  in  view,  Mr. 
McL.  moved  to  amend  the  resdntion,  bv  striking 
out  all  that  part  of  it  aAer  the  words  ^violated 
or  ool"  near  the  beginning,  to  the  word  '*orjran- 
izaticm."  near  the  end  of  it,  inclasive.     Thb 
would  leave  the  inquiry  as  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  permit, 
and  would  ditest  the  resolve  of  its  objectionable 
features. 

Mr.  Spincbr  opposed  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  McLah a.  As  to  the  powers  of  the  Honse^ 
the  langoage  of  the  resolution  was  that  of  the 
charter,  respecting  the  power  of  inquiry  reserved 
to  Congress.  The  centleman  seemed  to  suppose 
that  a  committee  or  Congress,  appointed  for  the 
porpoee.  might  report  whether  the  charter  was 
violated  er  not,  but  were  not  at  liberty  to  report 
the  facts  on  which  that  opinion  was  founded. 
But,  Mr.  8.  said,  when  a  power  is  given,  the 
means  of  carrving  that  power  into  execution  are 
also  given.  It  the  power  were  given  to  inquire 
whether  the  charter  of  the  bank  had  been  violated 
or  not^  it  Irresistibly  followed  that  the  power  waa 
also  given  to  report  the  facts  which  had  led  to 
that  conclusion,  fini  the  gentleman  objected, 
that  such  a  report  would  involve  the  exposure  of 
private  accounts.  Mr.  8.  said  he  thought  he  had 
not  examined  the  resolution  with  his  usual  at- 
tention ;  if  he  would  read  it  again,  he  would  find 
that  no  private  account  whatever  was  proposed 
to  be  examined)  except  the  accoonta  of  the  stock- 
holders, so  far  as  to  the  amount  of  discounts 
which  they  may  have  received.  No  inquiry  was 
proposed  as  to  the  balance  of  private  individuals' 
accounts;  none  as  to  their  depoaites;  none  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  debts  which  they  may  now  owe 
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to  the  bank,  bat  the  aggregate  amoant  of  dia* 
cooDts  to  the  iadividuu  stockholders  since  the 
commeDcemeat  of  the  operations  of  the  bank. 
The  resolution  does  not  imply  that  the  stockhold- 
ers were  not  justly  entitled  to  the  accommoda- 
tion they  have  received,  nor  does  it  question  their 
solvency;  but  the  iwrticular  inquiry  objected  to 
is  essential,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  enable  us  to  make 
up  our  minds  whether  the  bank  has  acted  cor- 
rectly or  not.  The  object  of  the  resolution,  Mr. 
£^.  went  on  to  say,  did  not  appear  to  be  precisely 
understood,  perhaps  owing  to  his  own  neglect 
not  more  carefully  to  explain  it.  Its  object  was 
twofold ;  to  inquire,  first,  whether  there  had  been 
a  violation  of  the  charter  or  not;  and,  secondly, 
whether  improper  discounts  had  not  been  made 
to  stockholaersy  dbc.  The  mode  of  violation  of 
the  charter  being  pointed  out  in  that  instrument, 
needed  no  more  precise  definition  than  that  con- 
tained in  the  first  clause  of  the  resolve.  Then 
followed,  however,  in  the  resolution,  other  ob- 
jeets  of  inoniry,  regarding  the  particular  in- 
stances of  alleged  misconduct  to  which  the  atten-' 
tion  of  the  public  has  been  directed*  To  accom- 
plish this  object  another  power  had  been  given, 
to  send  for  persons  and  pipers.  It  did  not  fol- 
low, because  the  committee  was  to  report  on  these 
5 articular  instances,  that  the  committee  was  to 
erive  its  information  from  the  books  of  the  bank 
alone.  There  were  other  means  at  their  disposal; 
they  might  examine  papers  not  belongiog  to  the 
bank,  and  persons  having  personal  knowledge  of 
its  transactions.  An  objection  had  been  raised, 
MB  he  had  understood,  and  to  which  (though  not 
yet  urged  in  this  House)  he  would  advert,  that 
this  specification  of  particular  points  of  inquiry 
appeared  to  contain  a  censure  upon  the  bank,  or 
on  the  conduct  of  its  officers.  It  was  not  so  in- 
tended, Mr.  S.  said^  nor  did  he  think  such  an  in- 
ference could  be  fairly  drawn  from  the  words  of 
the  resolve.  It  embraced  some  points  of  inquiry 
involving  no  misconduct  in  their  result — that,  for 
example,  respecting  the  refusal  of  the  bank  to 
pay  specie  for  the  notes  of  its  branches,  d^. 
There  were  few  who  would  say  that  that  meas- 
iite  was  an  evidence  of  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  much  less  that  it  was  a  violation  of 
its  charter ;  because  such  a  measure  may  have 
been  necessary  and  unavoidable  in  the  present 
•tate  of  the  money  concerns  of  the  country.  The 
jresolution  was  not  intended  to  convey  charges 
against  the  bank,  but  to  embrace  all  the  topics 
respecting  which  the  public  mind  had  been  agi- 
tated, and  to  obtain  a  report  thereon  from  a  re- 
spectable committee  of  this  House.  As  to  the 
facts  which  rendered  such  aif  inquiry  necessary, 
it  had  been  suggested  that  mere  general  rumor 
was  not  a  sufficient  foundation  for  this  House  to 
act  upon.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  meant  to  be  uoder- 
atood  as  having  introduced  this  resolution,  not 
under  the  infioence  of  general  rumor  merely,  but, 
as  be  now  stated,  he  had  individual  information 
which  left  him  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  most  of 
the  alle^tion^  which  he  had  heard  on  this  sub- 
ject. With  respect  to  the  fact  of  the  payment  of 
the  second  instalment  by  discounts  to  tne  stock- 


holders, the  letter  of  Mr.  Llojd  to  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  now  on  its  mes,  established  that 
fact ;  and  from  the  circular  letters  of  the  cashien 
of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  published  for  infor- 
mation, in  the  public  prints,  he  had  evidence  of 
the  refusal  to  pay  the  notes  of  the  bank  or  iu 
branches,  except  where  issued.  There  seemed, 
therefore,  to  be  sufficient  information  to  anthorfze 
an  inquiry — sufficient,  at  least,  to  induce  a  belief 
that  there  was  something  to  excite  the  agitation 
which  all  knew  to  exist  in  the  public  mind.  It 
had.  indeed,  appeared  to  him  to  be  doe  from  him 
to  the  House,  to  state  what  charges  he  had  heard 
against  the  bank,  nnd  what  were  the  objects  to 
which  he  was  led  to  direct  the  inquiries  of  the 
comniittee.  It  bad  appeared  to  him  proper,  also, 
to  let  the  bank  and  the  community  know  to  what 
objects  the  inquiry  was  pointed.  He  could  see 
no  harm  from  the  specific  designation  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  inquiry ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  said, 
good  might  be  anticipated,  for  the  reasons  already 
stated,  with  these  views  he  could  not  asseat  to 
the  modification  proposed,  and  should  feel  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  of  South  Carolina*  commenced 
his  remarks  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
by  saying  that  he  should  not  vote  for  it  from  aay 
apprehension  of  defect  of  power  in  the  House  to 

Koseeuie  the  inquiry  in  the  terms  proposed.  He 
id  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  House,  if  the 
pubiie  interest  required  it,  to  direct  a  committee 
to  make  such  a  reporu  He  decidedly  ol^eeted, 
however,  to  the  specifications  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out,  on  the  ground  that,  if  reuined,  the 
inference  would  follow,  that  certain  allegatioas 
were  therein  embraced,  the  truth  of  which  being 
confirmed  by  Inquiry,  the  censure  of  Congress 
if  not  the  penalty  due  to  a  violation  of  the  char- 
ter, would  follow  of  course.  If  a  committee 
should  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank 
has  violated  its  charter,  and,  particularly,  whether 
it  has  paid  its  instalments  by  discounts,  dtc,  the 
impression  would  be  made  on  the  mind  of  every 
man  that  the  committee  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
ascertain  these  facts,  to  prove  the  charter  of  the 
bank  to  have  been  violated.  It  did  not  comport 
with  justices  nor,  Mr.  L.  thought,  with  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  House;  in  a  case,  too,  where  the  gen- 
tleman himself  knew  the  principles  involred  to 
be  soreeptible  of  much  arcoraent  and  diseassioii 
for  and  against  them,  to  fores  the  pobUc  mind, 
as  it  were,  to  the  conclusion  that,  certain  feete 
being  proved,  the  charter  of  the  bank  will  be 
proved  to  have  been  violated.  Therefore,  he  was 
in  favor  of  excluding  the-  specifications :  With 
regard  to  the  objects  of  them,  he  bad  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  an  inquiry  on  those  and  alt 
others  that  might  be  suggested.  The  nation,  said 
he,  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  conduct  and  man- 
agement of  the  bank;  our  dut^  to  the  people 
whom  we  represent,  the  national  Interest  as  own- 
ers of  a  large  portion  of  the  stock,  its  interest  in 
the  revenues  being  wholly  payable  in  the  notes 
of  that  bank,  will  justify  us  in  a  constant  and 
vigilant  attention  to  its  proceedings.  If  there 
had  been  a  doubt  whether  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
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had  been  proper  or  not,  Mr.  L.  said,  the  Hoose 
was  faUj  jastified  in  inresiigatiDg  into  the  faets, 
and  joqoirini^  whether  abuses  had  been  commit- 
ted or  not.  Such  an  inrestigation  he  considered 
at  present  not  onl?  interesting  to  the  pnblic,  bat 
necessary  to  the  bank.  Many  imputations  had 
been  thrown  on  the  hank,  the  resnlt  of  disap- 
pointed expectations,  where  the  expectations 
themseltes  nad  been  unreasonable;  and  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  hank  that  a  full  inquiry  ehonld 
take  place.  Recurring  to  the  observation  of  the 
effect  the  specifications  in  the  resolution  would 
have  OB  the  public  mind,  Mr.  L.  said,  while  he 
would  therefore  exclude  them,  at  the  same  time 
Totins  for  any  inquiry  in  its  oroadest  shape,  he 
would  remind  gentlemen  of  some  circumstances 
connected  with  the  contents  of  the  resolve.  The 
mover  of  it  had  himself  referred  to  a  report  made 
by  a  committee  of  this  House  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  anbject  of  the  payment  of  the  sec- 
ond instalment  on  the  stock  of  the  bank  bj  dis- 
eounts-aa  report  made  at  a  time  when,  it  that 
course  had  been  wrong,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  hare  prevented  it.  The  fact  of  a 
general  regulation  having  been  adopted  for  dis- 
counting notes  for  pivment  of  the  second  instal- 
ment, was  acknowieoffed  to  the  committee,  who 
yet  reported  to  this  House  a  recommendation 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  not  now  enter  Into  an 
investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank  on  that 
occasion ;  his  impression  at  the  time  had  been, 
that  the  arnn^ment  was  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity, by  facilitating  and  expediting  the  organ- 
ization of  the  bank,  oc. ;  but  that  it  was  an  im- 
ivttdent  one^  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  that 
institution,  whose  obiect  it  should  be  to  adhere 
to  the  very  line  of  their  duty,  as  pointed  out  by 
the  charter.    The  point,  however,  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was, 
that  when  the  eorreetive  and  remedy  were  in 
their  hands,  if  the  act  was  wronjf,  a  committee 
having  been  instructed  to  inquire  into  it,  and 
having  reported  the  fact,  the  House  had  not 
thought  proper  to  interfere  at  all  in  the  business. 
Under  these  circumstances,  said  he^  it  would  be 
harsh  indt^^  at  this  late  hour,  avaihng  ourselves 
of  the  new  hghts  which  experience  has  afforded 
us,  to  censure  the  bank  for  having  done  that  to 
which,  at  the  time,  we  tacitly  consented.    A 
distinction,  of  course,  must  be  drawn  between 
the  second  and  third  instalments,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  payment ;  the  payment  of  the  latter  by 
notesj  dbconnted  for  that  purpose,  everybody 
nnticijpated.    The  bank  was  then  in  full  opera- 
tion, uiseonnting  all  ffood  paper  offered  to  it,  and 
could  not  be  expected  to  pass  a  law  of  exclusion 
in  regpard  to  its  own  stockholders,  who  had  as  fair 
a  claim  at  leut  as  others  to  accommodation; 
indeed^  there  never  perhaps  had  gone  a  bank  into 
operation  in  which  the  same  thing  had  not  oc- 
curred I  it  was  therefore  expected  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  third  instal- 
ment on  its  stock,  and  could  not  be  considered  as 
forming  a  ground  of  complaint  against  it.    An- 


other specific  object  of  the  inquiry  was,  whether 
the  banic  or  its  branches  had  sold  drafts  and  re- 
ceived a  premium  thereon.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  bad  stated,  with  great  candor,  as  he 
understood  him,  that  he  did  not  consider  it  an 
imputation  on  tlie  bank  that  it  had  refused  to  pay 
specie  for  its  notes  at  any  other  branch  than  that 
from  which  they  issued ;  and  that  he  therefore 
did  not  mean  to  contend  that  the  bank  ought  to 
have  made  its  paper  and  that  of  its  branches  pay- 
able indifferently  at  the  bank  or  at  any  and  all  of 
its  branches.  Connected  very  closely  with  this 
subject,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the  practice  of  selling 
drafcs  on  distant  banks  for  a  premium.  He  knew, 
he  said,  that  much  of  the  disapprobation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  proceedeu  from  the  disap- 
pointment of  an  expectation  that  it  would  emit 
and  sustain  a  currency  which  should  be  of  equal 
value  throughout  the  Union ;  and,  it  might  beef 
some  importance,aa  many  of  the  members  of  the 
present  Congress  were  not  members  of  the  last, 
to  advert  to  circumstances  which  proved  that 
the  expectation  referred  to  was  never  entertained 
in  this  House  at  the  time  the  bank  was  incorpo- 
rated. The  Congress  which  preceded  that  by 
which  the  bank  was  established.  Mr.  L.  said,  had 
had  under  its  consideration  a  bill  for  establishing 
a  bank,  one  clause  of  which  did  provide  that  the 
bank  and  all  its  branches  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  the  notes  of  each  other ;  by  which  means,  if 
practicable,  the  paper  of  all  would  have  been 
everywhere  of  an  equal  value.  That  clause,  how- 
ever, was  not  inserted  in  the  bill  which  actually 
passed.  If  there  were  no  other,  this  would  be 
sufficient  proof,  from  the  records  of  the  House, 
that  it  was  not  expected  that  a  currency  that 
should  be  everywhere  of  equal  value  would  be 
established.  But,  further:  in  the  act  incorpora- 
ting the  hank,  there  is  a  provision  that  the  bank 
shall  charge  nothing  to  tne  €k>vernment  for  dif« 
ference  of  exchange.  Was  this  not,  Mr.  L.  asked, 
positive  proof  that  it  was  expected  that  the  bank 
would  cnarge  in  some  cases  the  difference  of 
exchange  1  Was  it  not  proof  that  it  was  the 
expectation  of  the  framers  of  the  law  that  the 
present  state  of  things  would  result  9  He  would 
not  enter  at  all  into  the  general  question  whether 
it  would  or  would  not  be  possible  for  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  equalize,  without  great  loss, 
the  exehanffe  between  different  sections  of  the 
country,  if  by  their  charter  they  were  bound  to 
do  so.  If  it  were  practicable,  it  would  be  even 
now  their  interest  to  do  it;  but,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
believed  it  would  be  wholly  impracticable.  The 
question  was  not,  however,  whether  It  was  possi- 
ble for  the  United  States  to  effect  it,  whether  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country  or  to  the  in- 
stitution, but  whether  the  bank  was  bound  to 
effect  the  pbject.  The  exclusion  of  the  clause 
having  this  object,  after  it  had  been  included  in 
a  like  Dili  before  Congress,  at  the  preceding  ses* 
sion,  and,  in  addition,  the  express  exception  of 
the  Government  from  all  charge  for  difference  of 
exchange,  showed  that  it  was  not  expected  of 
the  bank.  If,  however,  he  were  to  go  into  the 
discussion  of  the  practicability  of  establishing  a 
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wcnlatiDg  mediimi  of  eqntl  Taloe  in  every  part 
of  the  eooBiry.  it  would  eppear  not  only  that  in 
the  reatOD  of  ttie  thine  it  was  not  |)racticable,  but 
experience  aloo  would  ehow  that  in  a  large  em- 
pire it  is  visionary  to  look  for  it.  Even  in  Bng- 
bnd,  as  gentlemen  well  knew,  when  the  bank 
paid  in  specie,  the  value  of  a  bank  note  in  differ- 
OBt  parts  of  the  country  was  not  the  same.  There 
was  a  settled  rate  of  exchange  between  Edinborg 
andLondon^  and  between  allthe  important  towns 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  the  Bank  of  England,  with 
ey«y  advantage,  improved  by  an  hundred  years 
gf  experience,  bad  oever  been  able  to  accomplish 
that  object.  The  inquiry,  however,  was  not 
whether  the  object  was  practicable  or  possible, 
h«.t  whether  the  bank  was  boond  to  effect  it;  and 
he  had  shown  that  it  was  not.  Objections  of  a 
similar  nature  might  be  urged  to  most  of  the 
^ecifieations  in  the  resolve ;  but  it  was  sufficient 
to  say  that,  if  necessary,  the  committeeL  under 
the  general  terms  of  inquiry,  would  feel  them* 
selves  at  liberty  to  inquire  and  report  on  any  of 
the  points  in  question ;  that  no  additional  power 
could  be  conferred  on  the  committee  by  descend- 
ing to  particulars;  and  that  to  retain  the  specifi- 
cation mi^t  produce  an  impression  that  the 
House  had  determined  certain  facts,  if  provc4f  to 
he  ceneluaive  against  the  hank,  whMst  tne  House 
had^  in  fact,  expressed  no  opinion  upon  them. 
There  was  another  objection,  of  a  different  kind, 
to  Uie  terms  of  the  resolve  as  it  now  stood :  that 
it  specified  certain  objects,  to  which  it  in  a  man- 
Ber  thus  limited  the  pi:opo8ed  inquiry,  whilst,  in 
his  opinion,  there  were  many  facts  not  referred  tOL 
equally  if  not  more  important  to  the  bank,  ana 
to  the  puhlio  interests,  than  those  which  were. 
Without  justifying  or  censuring  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  without  expressing,  in  a  parenthesis,  or 
by  inuendo*  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  it,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  institute  a 
coonnlttee  S  inquiry,  and  leave  them,  on  their 
own  responsibility,  to  settle  the  principles  on 
which  they  should  proceed  in  it,  and  to  report 
accordingly.  He  was  in  favor  of  leaving  the 
committee  wiiolly  unfcfttered,  except  by  their  own 
opiniop  of  what  was  required  by  the  public  good; 
aM  therefore  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr*  Spxmcbe  again  rose.  He  took  a  different 
view  of  his  own  motion  from  that  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him.  The  first  branch  of  it  embraced  a  distinct 
substantive  object  of  inquiry,  whether  the  bank 
has  violated  its  charter.  The  resolution  then  re- 
cited other  objecu  of  inquiry,  on  which  informa- 
tion was  desirable,  by  which  the  House  mi^ht 
be  induced  to  exercise  or  refrain  from  exercising 
its  discretion  of  reqaestiog  a  removal  of  the  di- 
rectors on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  &c.  Af- 
ter denying  tiiat  the  enumeration  of  objects  lim- 
ited the  range  of  inquiry  to  the  committee.  Mr. 
S«  proceeded  to  notice  the  obiervation  of  Mr. 
LowBOBB,  that  he  (Mr.  SO  had  admitted  that  the 
hank  was  not  censurable,  perhaps,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  currency,  for  not  paying  specie  for 
the  notes  of  its  branches,  ^.    I  might  have  pro- 


ceeded, said  Mr.  S«,  and  perhaps  OB^t  to  have 
remarked,  that  it  was  a  prt^r  su^ct  of  inquiry, 
how  far  the  state  of  the  currency  referred  to  hu 
been  produced  by  the  bank  iuelt.    So  far  as  he 
had  understood,  Mr.  S.  said,  at  the  time  the  bank 
was  chartered,  loud  complaints  were  naade  against 
the  State  banks,  that  they  had  issued  a  large 
amount  of  notes  withont  a  specie  basis^  which 
had  of  course  ceased  to  circulate  out  of  their  im- 
mediate vicinity,  except  at  a  great  rate  of  depre- 
ciation.   This  institution  was  established  to  rem- 
edy the  evilj  and  was  founded  on  a  baaisof  specie 
and  of  public  debt,  so  solid  that  ii  was  sappowd 
it  would  never  be  distressed  for  the  means  of  pay- 
ing its  own  notes,  but  would  be  aiway*  able  to 
sustain  the  ciurrency  as  well  as  the  credit  of  the 
country.    But,  instead  of  correcting  the  evil,  the 
bank  had  pursued  the  same  courae  (as  be  under- 
stood it)  as  the  State  banks,  and  naade  thiofi 
worse  thaa  they  were.    Instead  of  gold  and  sO- 
ver,  and  public  debt,  it  had  received,  in  payment 
of  its  instalments,  the  credit  of  individm^as  the 
basis  on  which  to  issue  its  notes  and  carry  oa  ku 
operations.    How  far,  therefore,  the  present  state 
of  the  currency  was  attribatable  to  this  iastita- 
tion  itself^  Mr.  8.  said  he  was  not  pr^iarcd  to 
answer,    fie  wished  for  facts  to  enable  him  to 
decide.    Whatever,  Mr.  S.  further  said,  had  been 
the  expectatioa  in  Congress  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing the  bank  law  respecting  the  establishaient  by 
it  of  an  uniform  national  currency,  the  Act  was 
otherwise  with  the  public;  and  it  beeamanropee 
for  him  to  show  on  what  grouade  the  pimlic  ex- 
pectation rested.    The  first  document  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  ha  referred  was  the  Message  of 
President  Madison  to  Coogreas^  ef  December  5, 
1815,  in  which  the  estabUshmeat  of  a  htmk  was 
suggested  as  the  means  of  restoring  the  currency 
of  tne  country  from  its  disordered  state;  and, 
next,  he  referred  to  the  annual  report  of  Mr.  Sec* 
rotary  Dallas,  about  the  saate  period,  wherein  he 
proposed  the  establishment  of  a  Natioiial  Bank. 
as  toe  means  of  establishing  an  uniform  national 
curreacy.    With  these  inducements  beftire  themt 
Congress  had  passed  the  law,  and  it  was  aol 
without  reason  the  public  expected,  from  what 
had  been  predicted  of  it  out  oif  Coogreas,  \£  net 
on  this  floor,  that  the  bank  would  be  the  raeaas 
of  establishing  an  uniform  national  currency*  He 
had,  however,  been  informed  by  many  who  were 
members  of  Congress,  that  the  only  considera* 
tion  which  had  induced  them  to  vote  fSar  the  biU 
for  esuiblishing  the  hanky  vai^  that  it  was  ex- 
pected to  restore  an  uniform  national  correney. 
Thus  much,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  aeceasary 
to  stale,  to  justify  that  part  of  the  inquiry  which 
relates  to  the  fact  of  the  bank's  having  refused 
to  redeem  with  specie  the  notes  of  its  biranche% 
^.    Because,  if  the  fact  were  so,  the  committee 
would  inquire  whether  it  was  owing  to  eauses 
not  within  the  control  of  the  bank,  or  to  the 
misconduct  of  the  latter.    This  inquiry,  he  said, 
was  properly  embraced  ixk  the  resolution,  although 
it  did  not  go  to  establish  the  fact  of  a  viobttioa 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank.    There  were  remedies 
in  the  power  of  the  Qovernment  to  correct  anf 
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oiitcoadoct  riM»t  of  m  ? iotatioii  of  ita  ehtrter  tm 
the  jMiit  of  the  hkvk  i  i\  was  in  the  power  of 
Coograi  to  reqaett  the  remoral  of  the  direeton; 
fo  diioet  the  depoitttB  of  the  Gorerameiit  to  be 
withdmwD  from  the  bank,  or  to  declare  that  the 
notes  of  the  bank  shoold  no  lon^  he  reeehred 
in  fwy men  t  of  dsiie*.  There  was  therefore  abQO- 
dant  roMOtt  Un  inqnfiry  into  aof  particular  mb* 
ooadoet  of  the  bank,  though  it  should  aot  amonnt 
to  a  Tiolatioii  of  He  charter. 

Bfr.  LowxDBS  made  a  few  other  remarks  in 
iafor  of  the  amendment ;  among  which  was  this : 
that  h«  eoold  not  conceire  wnat  gftMXtx  power 
any  committee  eoaid  desire  orer  a  bank  than  a 
ecRie  Manohe  to  e»imiae  into  its  whole  proceed* 
in«. 

The  qnettioB  fanning  been  taken  on  the  pro- 
posed sBiendmeiit)  was  decided  in  the  ailrma* 
tire— yeas  85,  nays  64. 

Mr.  LowiiDBBy  then,  to  make  the  inquiry  as 
comprehensiTe  as  possible,  moTed  to  insert,  after 
the  words  **BaBk  of  the  United  States,''  the 
words  *^  to  report  thereon." 

Ilr«  BvCNont  anggested  a  different  amendment, 
for  ditecting  the  committee  also  to  inqnlre  into 
tiie  iastanem  of  miscondoct  on  the  part  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  or  of  any  of  its  offices  of 
discoeac  and  deposite. 

Mr.  LowNOMi  eaid  he  preferred  his  own  mo- 
tion, iioee  tliat  of  Mr.  8.  would  convey  an  impa- 
taiion  on  tlie  condact  of  the  directors,  when  it 
was  only  the  object  of  the  Honseto  inqnire  what 
that  eondittt  httd  been. 

The  amemdment  of  Mr.  LowMDne  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BAnnoim,  of  Tir^nta,  moyed  to  strike  ont 
so  mnch  of  the  veaolation,  as  amended,  as  g;i?es 
leave  to  the  eommiitee  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia ;  which,  it  appeared  to  him,  was  not 
necessary  to  retain.  WiUi  wepect  to  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  W>1r8  of  the  bank,  it  the  necessary 
books  conid  not  be  hronghi  here,  he  shonld  sop- 
pose  the  House  might  safely  rely  on  trai^scrlpts 
made  by  tira  offltoem  of  the  bank,  nnder  the  m- 
sfMiioa  of  the  liiveeiors  getterolly,  of  whom  fire 
wte«  appelnted  hf  the  Umted  Slates.  He  wonld 
not  say  that  tie  wottld  reAise  to  agree  to  snch  a 
proposhion,  if  lie  was  convinced  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  ;  bnt,  until  he  was,  he  thought  it  would 
comport  better  with  the  usoal  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  Coogreas  of  the  United  States,  to 
have  a  transcript  from  the  books  brought  here, 
rather  than  that  the  committee  should  travel  to 
where  the  books  are. 

Mr.  TuBRT,  of  Connecticut,  hoped  that  the 
motion  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as  it  would  defeat 
the  object  of  the  resoTotiou.  In  the  first  place, 
the  books  were  not  in  the  keeping  of  the  direc- 
tors—they  have  a  right  to  inspect  the  books,  bat 
they  are  in  the  keeping  of  the  cashier.  The 
books,  he  said  could  not  be  brought  here,  because 
they  were  wanted  every  day  and  every  hour.  As 
to  making  transcripts  of  the  books,  that,  he  said, 
would  indeed  be  a  Herculean  task.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  tnake  the  transcript  within  a  rea- 
sonable time.  It  would,  besides,  be  imposing  a 
hardship  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 


send  its  books  here,  and  keep  them  here  the  nO'' 
cessary  time,  so  long  almost  wholly  interruptjng 
the  business  of  the  bank.  He  thought  the  object 
of  the  resolve  could  not  be  attained  so  readily  ia 
any  other  way  as  bv  an  inspection  of  the  books; 
for  which  purpose,  it  appeared  to  him  absolutely 
necessary  tnat  the  committee  should  go  to  Phila* 
delphia. 

Mr.  BnaoBR  oonaideted  the  part  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  as  of  the  essenoeof  the  reeokifioo* 
It  amounted  aAer  all,  onlv  to  a  leave  to  the  com*> 
mittee  to  goto  Philadelphia  if  they  should  thitik 
it  necessarv.  Since  an  inspection  of  the  bookk 
of  the  bank  was  the  object  of  the  resolve,  tb^ 
question  which  presented  itself  was,  whether  11 
was  better  to  bring  the  books  here,  or  go  to  the 
books.  If  they  were  brought  hither,  independent 
of  the  consequent  suspension  of  the  busmess  of 
the  bank,  the  labor  or  the  committee  would  be 
onasually  increased  by  the  confusion  in  which 
they  must  be  brought,  and  the  difficulty  of  after* 
wards  arranging  them.  In  regard  to  transcript^ 
the  greai  labor  of  making  them  out  of  the  qaes- 
tioo,  it  seemed  iiafdly  hxt  lo  call  on  the  geatis- 
men  impiieafed  for  the  evidenee  cf  thel^  ef#h 
eondeiattatioau  Hbw  far  others  would  be  saftist' 
fled,  said  Mr.  S.  I  kbow  not«-4int,  lor  mfself,  t 
should  ntff  be  sstisAed  with  any  tianseript  f^ofll 
the  books  $  not  that  I  would  impeach  the  Ibteg^ 
rlty  of  those  who  would  have  to  make  them,  hbl 
that  it  will  cake  so  bug  as  to  defeat  the  inquiry 
altogether.  It  was  due  to  the  bank,  as  well  as  to 
the  nation,  that  the  Inquirv  shoofd  be  so  cou* 
ducted,  as  that  there  shoula  be  no  pretence  for 
any  doubt  of  the  entire  correctness  of  the  fhelc 
which  the  committf  e  should  report. 

Mr.  LowNOBo  said,  if  there  was  to  be  an  in-' 
spection  of  the  books  of  the  bank  at  all.  It  could 
only  take  place  where  the  books  were.  Hst 
wished,  for  his  part,  that  the  inveatigation  shrniid 
be  as  close  as  possible,  that  no  doum  should  paa> 
sibly  be  left  on  the  sabject  upon  the  mind  of  any 
one.  He  had  no  objection  that  the  committee 
should  go  not  only  to  Philadelphia,  but  that  they 
should  afterwards  repair  to  the  difibrent  places, 
in  succession,  where  branches  were  established. 
He  had  no  objection,  therefore,  to  giving  all  ne- 
cessary powers;  but  he  wished  to  gire  no  more 
power  tnan  was  aecessary,  aad  should  have  pre- 
ferred  withholding  the  leave  to  ^o  to  Pbiladeifr- 
phia  until  the  committee,  finding  it  necessarv,  in 
the  Course  of  their  iuvestiffatioo,  should  ask  for 
it*  This,  he  believed,  had  oeen  the  usoal  coarse 
in  every  case  heretofore  ia  which  such  powaas 
had  been  granted.  He  should,  therefor^  vote 
for  the  amendment,  with  the  determination,  if 
the  committee  should,  in  the  progress  of  their  in- 
quiry, thiok  it  necessary  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to 
vote  for  granting  to  them  the  necessary  leave. 

Mr.  Spencer  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion.  Unless  the  committee  bad  ade- 
quate powers  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  the 
resolution  was  mere  waste  paper.  What  means 
would  they  ha^e  here  of  detecting  deception,  if 
any  were  attempted  ?  How  could  they  tell  any 
better  than  they  could  now  whether  the  measures 
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of  the  bank  were  correct  or  not  ?  It  seemed, 
from  the  very^  nature  of  the  inquiry,  that  per- 
aonal  inspection  was  necessary;  and  it  was  the 
mode  of  inquiry  which  the  charter  itself  seemed 
to  have  contemplated. 

On  the  question  on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion,  to 
strike  out  the  leave  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YsjLs — Means.  Abbott^  Alien  of  Vermont,  Barbour 
of  Virginisy  Baylej,  Biysa,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Clsgett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Darlingtoat 
Desha,  Etrle,  Osmett,  Hale^  Lowndes,  Middleton, 
Morton,  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Owen,  Pindall,  Rice,  Richards,  Settle,  Sherwood, 
SUsbee,  J.  8.  Smith,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strother,  and 
Whitman— 34. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson  of  PennsylTsnia, 
Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bas- 
sett,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Blount, 
Boden,  Boss,  BurweU,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Claiborne,  Colston,  Comstock,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Cmger,  Drake,  Edwards,  Ellieot^  Errin  of  South 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
rison, Hen^cks,  Herridc,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hopkinson, 
Hostetter,  Hubbud,  Hunter,  Huntington,  mingof 
New  ToriL,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jd^son  of  Ken- 
tuoky,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Little, 
MeLane  of  Delaware,  W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maday, 
KcOoy,  Marchand,  Mason  of  Maasaohueetts,  Meroer, 
Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, T.  M.  Nelson^  New,  Ogdeu,  Ogle,  Orr,  Parrott, 
Patterson,  Pegram,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter, 
Porter,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Robertsout  Rogers,  Rug- 
glei^  Samnson,  Savage,  Savryer,  Schuyler,  Scudder, 
Seybert,  Sbaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  BaL  Smith,  Alex. 
Smyth,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina, 
TaUmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell^  "^^"I'  Tompkins, 
Townsend,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Ty- 
ler, Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentucky, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin, 
Williuns  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  MsMachusetts, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania — 115. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Ruohtdf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  report  thereon,  and  to 
report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not ;  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to 
meet  in  the  dly  of  Philadelphia,  and  remain  there  as 
long  as  may  be  necessarv ;  that  they  rfiall  have  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  employ  the 
requisite  clerks ;  the  expense  of  which  shall  be  audited 
and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  and  paid 
oat  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

And  it  was  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
Messrs.  Spencer,  Lowndes,  McLanEj  Brtan, 
and  Ttler,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


Tuesday,  December  1. 

Mr.  Middleton  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Marquis  de  Vienne,  stating,  that  he  served  as  a 
Colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  j  that  he  was  then  rich 
and  refused  to  receive  any  compensation,  but 


that,  having  been  reduced  to  poverty  by  th«  rav»» 
lutions  in  France,  he  is  now  compelled  to  seek  a 
remuneration  for  nis  said  services,  from  Congress, 
and  prayiujg  to  be  paid  such  aum  as  may  be 
thought  a  just  equivalent  theiefor;  which  peti* 
tion  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Harrmoh,  and  Mr.  Col- 
ston, were  appointed  the  said  «ommittea 

Mr.  Poindexter,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  emigration 
and  settlement  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  udians 
on  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  until  they  shall  hnTo  aequired 
that  right  by  treaty,  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  from  settlii^ 
or  banting  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  was  rend  twice, 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawtbr,  the  Committee  on 
Millitary  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inqniie  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterattona  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  '^Ad  net  to 
amend  theaet  entitled  an  act  making  farther  pro- 
vision for  military  services  daring  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folobr,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  inettocted  to  ioqotre  inu) 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  William  Coffia 
and  others,  owners  of  the  brig  Bonify  a  dmwbaek 
of  the  duties  on  a  qoantity  of  whale  oil  imported 
from  Patagonia  and  Brazil,  in  said  brig,  ia  the 
month  of  Jane,  1817,  and  which  baa  aiaec  been 
exported  out  of  the  United  Siatea. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  aet  to 
increase  the  salary  of  certain  officera  of  Qovem- 
ment,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

MIORATIOir  OF  SLATES. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

« Sisoked,  That  the  coauaittee  appointed  en  se 
much  of  the  Mesfage  of  the  President  of  the  Uaitad 
States  as  relates  to  the  unlavriul  introdnctian  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  prohibiting  the  nugiation 
or  transportation  of  slaves  or  servants  of  color  boai 
any  State  to  any  other  part  of  the  United  Stotss,  in 
cases  where,  by  the  laws  of  such  Stete,  audi  trana* 
porUtion  is  prohibited;  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  Linn  said,  in  introducing  his  resolution, 
that  it  related  to  a  subject  of  much  interest  in  kia 
part  of  the  country,  and,  as  the  resolution  only 
proposed  an  inquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
objected  to. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTEB,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to  it. 
Any  man^  he  said,  had  a  right  to  remove  his 
property  from  one  State  to  another,  and  slaves  as 
well  as  any  other  property,  if  not  prohibited  from 
doing  so  by  the  State  laws.  With  those  laws, 
whatever  they  were,  the  United  Statea,  he  said 
had  no  right  to  interfere.  The  idea  was  a  pex^ 
fectly  novel  one,  that  there  should  be  a  double  set 
of  penal  sututes  on  the  same  subject— one  set  by 
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the  States,  end  one  by  the  United  States— and 
that  the  miJitary  force  of  the  United  States  should 
be  employed  to  carry  into  effect  the  penal  statute 
of  any  State.  How  were  the  United  States  to 
interfere  on  this  sofaject?  Wh»t  judicial  tribu- 
nal would  they  resort  to,  to  effect  the  object  con- 
templated 7  Any  penal  statute  they  could  pass 
on  the  subject,  Mr.  P.  said,  would  be  entirely  nu- 
gatory, as  it  could  not  be  carried  into  efibct ;  and 
he  was  therefore  opposed  eren  to  an  inquiry  Into 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Colston,  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  what 
had  faJlen  from  Mr.  Poindezter  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution,  sujfgested  that  it  was  perfectly 
within  the  power  of  the  State  sorereignties  to 
execute  any  law  they  might  enact  on  this  subject, 
more  effeetualiy  than  they  could  do  by  the  aid  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  qaestion  on  the  passage  of  the  resolre  was 
then  taun,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

GENERAL  JOHN  STARK. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  pension  of  sixty  dollars 
per  month  to  Major  Gknerai  John  Stark,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mr.  W.  r.  Maclat  asked  for  information  of 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  as  no  writ- 
ten report  hnd  accompanied  it,  on  what  grounds 
it  stood ;  whether  the  pension  was  granted  be- 
cause of  indigence  on  tne  part  of  General  Stark, 
or  for  what  other  reason  ? 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  said  he  must  join  his 
roice  to  that  of  bis  friend  from  Pennsylrania. 
Be  knew  ncM^from  anything  that  appeared,  what 
were  the  claims  of  General  Stark,  nor  that  he 
stood  in  need  of  a  pension.  Why  was  he  selected, 
from  among  the  aiany  surriviog  officers  of  the 
Reroiuiioa,  to  receive  a  pension  of  this  amount? 
He  hoped  the  reason  would  be  explained — or, 
though  with  reluctance,  he  must  vote  against  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HARBiaoif.  of  Ohio,  said  his  friend  from 
Gieorgia  could  not  have  been  present  when  this 
subject  was  before  the  House  at  the  last  session, 
or  he  would  not  have  asked  the  information  which 
lie  now  desired.  He  bad  supposed  his  friend 
from  Georgia  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  his  country,  than  not  to  luow  the 
neriu  and  distinguished  Rerolutiooary  services 
of  this  hoary  veteran.  At  the  darkest  period  of 
the  Rerolatioo,  General  Stark  had  rendered  the 
Dost  important  services  to  his  country }  and  those 
services  were  not  occasional,  but  were  prolooffed 
Lo  the  close  of  the  contest.  It  was  now  said  that 
this  worthy  was  in  indigent  circumstances,  and 
iebilitated  by  old  age ;  that,  if  not  soon  bestowed, 
be  would  not  live  to  enjoy  the  aid  about  to  be 
ifTorded  to  him.  Was  it  possible,  Mr.  H.  asked, 
that  an  American  Congress  could  behold  so  dis- 
tinguished a  patriot,  as  he  is,  sinking  into  the 
pure  in  the  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  or 
;ha(  they  would  coldly  place  him  among  the 
mass  of  pensioners  under  the  ffeneral  act  of  last 
lession?  For  his  part,  he  would  ffive  out  the  last 
ioUar  in  the  Treasury  for  the  relief  of  General 


Stark.  With  him,  he  said,  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  choice  to  vote  for  the  bill ;  it  was  an  imperious 
duty. 

Mr.  LiVBRMORB  said,  that  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  as  a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire,  he 
was  grateful  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  expressed  himself  on 
this  occasion.  He  would  only  add  that,  as  to  the 
circumstances  of  General  Stark,  they  were,  to 
his  personal  knowledge,  very  reduced.  He  was, 
as  to  personal  exertion  for  his  support,  at  the  ags 
of  ninety  years,  wholly  helpless.  He  might  or 
might  not  be  owner  of  a  small  farm ;  but,  if  so, 
it  was  an  unproductive  one.  He  was,  and  had 
been  for  some  time,  dependent  for  support  on  his 
children,  themselves  iu  very  moderate  circum- 
stances. This  was  the  true  situation  of  General 
Surk. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  if  it  was  true,  as  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  he  was  not  well 
versed  in  the  Revolutionary  history,  should  he 
want  information  on  that  head,  he  should  know 
where  to  apply ;  for  the  gentleman  himself  was 
a  living  chronicle  of  the  occurrences  of  that  day. 
He  did  not,  he  said,  doubt  the  merits  of  General 
Stark ;  but  he  had  yet  no  evidence  that  the  pen* 
sion  ought  to  be  granted.  The  House  had  been 
told  he  was  very  old  and  infirm.  But,  if  the 
House  were  to  grant  pensions  to  the  old  and  in- 
firm, where  would  they  draw  the  line  at  whieh 
they  would  stop  ?  Are  we  to  be  told,  said  he,  that 
it  is  to  Revolutionary  ofllcers  only  that  pensions 
are  to  be  granted?  Some  twenty  or  forty  yrears 
hence,  may  not  the  same  argument,  by  the  aid  of 
this  precedent,  be  applied  to  General  Jackson, 
General  Brown,  General  Scott,  or  any  other  sen- 
eral  who  distinguished  himself  durins  the  late 
war?  He  was  free  to  say.  for  himself,  that  he 
thought  the  pension  list  had  already  been  swelled 
to  an  amount  which  absolutely  jeopardized  the 
Treasury,  or  soon  would,  at  the  rate  at  whieh  it 
still  increased.  General  Stark  had  become  poor, 
whether  by  his  misfortune  or  his  misconduct,  he 
had  not  heard;  but,  if  he  had  been  so  long  sup- 
ported without  the  aid  of  Government,  he  had  no 
doubt  he  could  be  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  had  yet  heard  no  reason  to  induce  him  to  TOte 
for  this  pension. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  said,  if  the  gentleman  meant 
to  insinuate  that  General  Stark  had  been  brought 
to  poverty  by  intemperance,  or  by  fault  of  any 
kind,  he  was  wholly  mistaken ;  the  fact  was  not 
so.  General  Stark  had  worn  himself  out  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  in  his  youth,  and  had  since 
supported  himself  as  well  as  he  could.  He  was 
in  service  before  the  Revolution,  and  during  that 
trial  he  did  the  nation  great  service  and  himself 
great  honor.  At  an  early  period  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, when  every  patriot  was  called  a  traitor, 
Stark  was  in  the  foremost  rank.  He  was  in  the 
field  at  Bennington,  and  animated  the  courage  of 
others  by  his  conduct  and  example.  All  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Hampshire,  and  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  flocked  where  Stark  was;  where  he 
fought,  they  fought  and  bled ;  had  he  died,  they 
would  have  died  with  him. 
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CStrim  of  Miamnpchmis. 
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Mr.BuTLBB,  of  New  Hanpslure,  gave  tooM 
farther  ioformftlion  respecitnj^  GkBenl  Stark.  He 
was,  he  said,  the  only  sarviving  general  officer  of 
the  Revolnttoii,  now  declining  in  old  age,  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  long  svpported  by  his  sons, 
who  were  net  very  well  able  to  do  it.  This,  Mr. 
B«  said,  might  be  the  last  opportaaity  Congresa 
eoald  hare  of  eootribatiag  to  the  relief  of  his 
wanla.  As  a  precedent  had  been  demanded,  Mr. 
B.  footed  the  pension  granted  at  the  last  session 
to  Qeoeral  St.  Clair  as  direetir  in  point.  Qen« 
eral  Stark,  he  added,  had  served  daring  the  whole 
French  war,  and  no  man  had  afterwards  done 
more  than  him  to  assert  and  establnh  the  iode* 
ptndefice  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Cobb  expfaiined,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
suggest  that  General  Stark  was  intemperate,  but 
merely  to  state  his  ignorsnce  of  the  fact,  whether 
his  present  poverty  had  been  owing  to  his  fault 
or  misfortaoe. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  without  divisioD. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMAR0HAI8. 

The  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting  was  spent 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  claim  or  tiie 
heirs  of  Beaumar chais. 

Mr*  Baldwih  oonclnded  his  speech  in  support 
of  the  justice  of  this  claim,  and  the  expediency  of 
the  Qovernment's  paving  it. 

Mr*  Colston  spolie  for  about  half  an  hoar 
against  the  claim* 

When  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress^ 
and  obtained  kave  to  sit  again* 


Wbdrbsdat,  December  2. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
JoBBPB  Hbibtbb,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  North  Carolina, 
William  Davidsoii,  elected  to  supply  the  vBr 
can^  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Daniel 
M.  Forney,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary  kind,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  doty 
OB  imported  salt,  made  a  report  adverse  to  the 
expediency  of  the  abolition  of  the  duty,  which 
was  committed  to  a  Committeo  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBNflOR,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit^ 
tee  OB  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  on  the 
western  waters;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  ojf 
Joeeph  Wbeaton ;  which  were  sevemlly  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  eommu- 
nieatioa  from  the  Seoretarv  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  an  estimate  oi  the  appropriations 
proposed  for  the  service  of  the  year  1819 ;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  Spbaxbb  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  addressed  to  him  by  Bdward  De  Kraflk, 
printer  for  Congress,  remonstrating  against  the 
alleged  violation  of  his  aontract  with  the  Clerk 


to  d0  aU  the  printing  ordered  by  the  Hoose,  hf 
the  resolution  of  the  30ch  ultimo,  directing  the 
printing  hj  coatract  of  the  code  of  laws  prepared 
for  the  DMCriet,  and  claimiBg  said  printing  as 
mattor  of  right ;  which  letter  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Habbwon,  of  Ohio^  offered  the  foilowing 
resolutioa : 

JteftfJbed;  That  the  Oonmiitlee  on  the  Public  Lan^ 
bs  instruetsd  to  inquire  into  the  coqpsdifliey  of  loetie 
uing  the  act  psssad  at  the  Isst  session,  entitled  **  Aa 
set  to  sospend  tor  « limited  tim^,  the  sale  or  fafoitare 
of  lands  for  foilore  in  complsting  the  pgnaeoAs 
thereon;"  andalsotoiaqoiiewhatfaitherrehsf itmay 
be  proper  to  give  to  the  persons  who  are  indebted  to 
the  United  States  for  the  purchsse  of  lands. 

In  support  of  the  inquiry,  Mr.  H.  briefly  re- 
ferred to  the  difficulty  which  at  present  existed 
in  Ohio,  in  making  payments  for  land  in  the  kind 
of  monev  required  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
which,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenu 
by  the  banks  of  Ohio,  was  now  verv  limited,  the 
notes  of  all  such  banks  being  refused,  and  the  con- 
sequent necessity  of  extending  the  indulgence 
mentioned  in  his  resolution.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbvab,  of  North  Carelinat  asked  and  ob- 
tained permission  of  the  Hoose  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  appointed  to  ia* 
uuire  into  the  ceoduet  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtes.  Mr.  B.  stated,  that,  in  asking  thk  iadol* 
gence,  he  was  not  actuated  by  a  desire  to  shrink 
from  the  io^x>rtant  duty  asaif  aed  him,  but  that 
he  waq  a  stockholder  of  the  institution,  and,  as 
silch,  conceived  that  delicacy  forbad  his  being 
one  of  those  appointed  to  make  the  iaYostigatioB 
ordered  by  the  House — an  investigation,  upon  the 
reauit  of  which  the  future  character  and  prospects 
of  the  institution  would  mainly  depend.  [Mst, 
Bubwbuu  was  appointed  in  Mr.  Bbtab'b  place*] 

Oo  motion  hj  Mr.  Tallmadob,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasiag  the  amonut  of  the 
security  to  be  hereafter  required  from  Navy 
Agents,  and  also  of  requiring  security  to  a  greater 
amount  from  those  now  id  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Simms,  the  Committee  ea 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increaain^thecom* 
pensation  of  such  postmasiera  as  are  oa  the  maia 
post  route  from  Washiogton  City,  by  Angvsta,  in 
Georgia,  to  New  Orleans,  where  there  are  cross 
mails,  and  whoee  compensations  do  not  exceed  a 
certain  sum* 

Mr.  S.  justified  the  proposed  inquiry  by  advert- 
ing to  the  uaremitling  and  onerous  duties  re- 
quired of  certain  postmasters,  oa  the  main  aooth* 
ern  post  route,  and  the  small  and  inadequate 
compenaation  at  present  aibrded  by  their  emol- 
umenu. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tho  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  resolution  ^au- 
thorixing  the  transmissien  of  certain  documents 
free  of  posUge ;"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 
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TIm  Bamm  iMk  m  wmd  proceeded  to  coosidcr 
tli«  ttpm  c£  Kb»  doaaitiee  oo  Penmet  mid 
Bcf«taionaf7  ClaiiiDt,  mede  at  tlie  last  mBt^u, 
om  tic  pititWB  mi  WUIimi  Lawreaoe :  Where- 
ewm,  tie  pciilioa  w«s  referred  to  the  Seereterf 
of  War. 

CLAIM  or  BEAirilARCHAIB. 

The  House  theo  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Garoo  de  Beanmarehais. 

Mr.  HoFKUiaoN  occupied  the  floor  io  a  speeeh 
of  ahoat  aa  hoar,  ia  opposition  to  the  claim  of 
the  Detitioners;  and 

MnRwrm,  of  South  Carolina,  followed  at  some 
Length  ta  sopport  of  the  claim ;  when  the  com- 
mittee rose,  oo  the  motion  of  Mr.  Holm  aa,  aad 
oblaiacd  leave  to  sit  again. 


TBoaaoAT,  December  3. 

Aoocher  member  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania j 
Lan  Fawlinq.  appeared,  and  took  bis  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina: 

Ordbred,  That  all  petitions  presented  to  the 
Hoilaeand  committed  at  the  last  session,  from  the 
eonsidetation  of  which,  without  having  decided 
on  them,  for  the  want  of  time,  the  several  com- 
mittees to  which  they  were  referred  were  dis- 
charged^ be  considered  as  again  referred  to  the 
said  committees,  respectively,  on  the  suggestion 
of  any  member  to  the  Cleric  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  oo  behalf  of  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  junior, 
William  Donnis,  Stephen  Heard,  John  Donald- 
son^ Joseph  Martin,  John  Sevier,  and  Thomas 
Carr,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Georgia,  in  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  Bute,  of  the  20th  of  February, 
1784,  fof  surveying  the  lands  lying  on  the  Big 
Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  or  their  heirs  or  repre- 
sentatives, prayinff  that  the  lands  to  which  the 
commiasionere  aforesaid  were  entitled  for  their 
services  ia  making  said  survey,  and  promised  by 
the  said  resolution,  may  now  be  granted  to  such 
of  the  said  commissioners  as  are  living,  and  to 
the  heirs  or  representatives  of  such  as  are  de- 
eeasad;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect ooflmitiec;  and  Messrs.  CLAiBOBfiiB,  Cobb. 
Booa,  SwrrLB,  aad  Cbawfobd,  were  appeinteo 
the  eaid  eommittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  made  by  a  select 
committee  at  the  last  session,  (10th  of  Februarv, 
1818,)  on  the  petitions  of  General  Andrew  Jaci- 
eon,  Thomas  Carr,  and  George  W.  Sevier,  and 
others,  aad  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Thomas  Carr,  aad  others,  together  with  the  peti- 
tions aforesaid,  be  referred  to  the  committee  last 
amointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxtbr,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  at  public  and 
private  sale,  specifying  the  date  of  such  sales,  and 
the  period  at  which  the  last  payment  will  become 


dae ;  and  also  the  agaregate  amount  of  money 
paid  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Hunta* 
ville,  in  the  said  Territory ;  and  the  description 
of  bank  paper,  if  any.  which  is  receivable  there 
ta  payment  of  the  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimblb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  wfae» 
ther  any,  and,  if  any,  what  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  to  authorize  the  emanation  of  pat^ 
eats  to  soldiers  on  forloagh  at  the  dose  of  the 
war,  aad  to  whom  discharaes  were  not  issued  in 
consequence  of  their  not  being  ordered  to  Join 
their  respective  regiments. 

Th«  followiag  Message  was  received  from  the 
PaEaimEirr  op  the  UniTan  Statbb: 

7b  the  Hotue  of  RiprenntaHvei  of  the  United  Stitteif 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  copies 
of  such  documenfe  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  die 
17th  ultimo,  as  have  been  prapared  siaoa  that  period. 
They  present  a  lull  view  of  the  operations  of  our 
troope  employed  in  the  Seamiele  wari  who  entered 


The  rsaidae  of  the  deenmentsi  whieh  are  veiy  vsft- 
uminons,  will  be  transmitted  as  seen  as  thay  can  he 

prsopared. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
Dxcxxaaa  8»  1818. 

The  Message  was  read,  and.  together  with  the 
documents,  ordered  to  lie  on  toe  table. 

CLAIM  OP  BBAUMARCHAI8. 

The  House  ftgain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  favorable  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  Spencer  spoke  at  large  in  support  of  the 
renort  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Storrs  followed  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  qaeetioo. 

Mr.  Baldwib  again  add>eesed  Che  committee 
in  support  of  the  cfaim,  and  Mr.  PiTKrir  in  ofpo^ 
sitton  to  it. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


FaiOAT,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massaehosettt, 
TiMOTBT  PtTLLGR.  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr«  JoBH  McLean  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  the 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ia  this 
House. 

'Mr*  Allbn,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  John  Clarke,  an  officer  in  the  tUvola* 
tioaary  Army,  pmyiag  eomf»nsation  for  his  ser- 
vices in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  as,  aleO}  for  prop- 
erty lost  in  the  pnhlie  service. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  ComaMtlee 
of  Waya  and  Meaoe,  reported  a  bill  making  a 
partial  appropriatioa  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1810,  and  te  make 
good  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation  for  holdiag 
treaties  with  the  Indians;  which  was  read  twiee^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN|  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
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Mr.BuTLBB,  of  New  Hftnpslure,  gare 
farther  ioibrmation  respectmjr  Qeaenl  Stark.  He 
waa,  be  said,  the  ooly  sorviving  general  officer  of 
the  RevolutKm,  now  deelioiag  in  old  age,  ex- 
tremelir  poor,  aod  loog  sapported  by  bis  sons, 
who  were  aat  Tery  welT  able  to  do  it.  This,  Mr. 
B.  said,  might  be  the  kst  opportoaity  CoDgreti 
eoald  hare  of  oootrihutiag  to  the  relief  of  hie 
waola.  As  a  precedent  had  been  demanded,  Mr. 
B.  OQOCed  the  pension  granted  at  the  last  session 
to  General  St.  Clair  as  direetlv  in  point.  Gen- 
eral Stark,  he  added,  had  served  daring  the  whole 
French  war,  and  no  man  had  aAerwards  done 
more  than  him  to  assert  and  establish  the  inde* 
ptndcfice  of  his  coontry. 

Mr.  Cobb  expfaiined,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
suggest  that  General  Stark  was  intemperate,  but 
merely  to  state  bis  ignorsnce  of  the  fact,  whether 
his  present  poverty  had  been  owing  to  hn  fimlt 
or  miafortaoe. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  wKhout  divisioD. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMAB0HAI8. 

The  remainder  oi  the  day's  sitting  was  spent 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  claim  or  the 
heirs  of  Beaamarohais. 

Mr*  Baldwir  concluded  his  speech  in  support 
of  the  justice  of  this  claim,  and  the  ezpedieney  of 
the  Government'^  P*T>^  i^ 

Mr.  CoiJSTOii  ^lie  for  about  half  an  hoar 
against  the  claioB* 

When  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress^ 
and  obtamed  kave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdrbsdat,  December  2. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
JoBBpa  Hbistbb,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  North  Carolina, 
WiLUAM  Davidboh,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Daniel 
M.  Forney,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryknd,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  an 
inquiry  into  the  eipedienoy  of  repealing  the  doty 
OB  imported  salt,  made  a  report  adverse  to  the 
expediency  of  the  abolition  of  the  duty,  which 
was  ooauaitted  to  a  Committeo  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBNflON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  oa  the 
weatern  waters;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
loeeph  Wbeaton ;  which  were  sevemlly  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  acommu* 
nieation  from  the  Seoretarv  of  the  Treasury, 
timnsmitting  an  estimate  or  the  appropriations 
proposed  for  the  service  of  the  year  1819 ;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  SPB4KBB  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  addressed  to  him  by  Bdward  De  Krafi^, 
priater  for  Congress,  remonstrating  against  the 
alleged  violation  of  his  coatract  with  the  Clerk 


to  de  aU  the  priatiag  ordered  by  the 
the  rcsolutiou  of  the  dOtk  ultimo,  directing  the 
printing  bv  contract  of  the  code  of  laws  prepared 
for  the  DKtrict,  and  claimiBg  said  printiag  as 
matter  of  right ;  which  letter  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Habbwon,  of  Ohio^  offered  the  foiiowiag 
resolution : 

lUtokedp  ThaltheOomasitteeoBthePliMicLsMfo 
beiaiteuclsd  to  inquire  into  the  eipediswiy  of  inarin 
oing  the  act  pissed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  ^  An 
set  to  suqpena  fi>r  « limited  tioiat  the  isle  or  faftitaie 
of  lands  for  foilore  in  oomplotiBg  the  p^inenls 
thereon;"  andalsotoinqoLrewhatfortheriehtfitaay 
be  proper  to  give  to  the  persons  who  are  indebted  lo 
the  United  States  for  Uie  purchase  of  lands. 

In  support  of  the  inquiry,  Mr.  H.  briefly  re- 
ferred to  the  difficulty  which  at  present  existed 
in  Ohio,  in  makiaff  payments  for  land  in  the  kind 
of  monev  required  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
which,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payaenu 
by  the  banin  of  Ohio,  was  now  verv  limited,  the 
Botes  of  all  such  banks  being  refused,  and  the  con* 
sequeat  necessity  of  extending  the  indulgence 
mentioned  in  bis  resolution.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BnvAK,  of  North  Careliaa,  asked  and  ob- 
tained permission  of  the  House  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  appointed  to  in* 
ouire  into  the  cooduet  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  B.  stated,  that,  in  asking  thk  indnl* 
gence,  he  was  not  actuated  by  a  desire  to  shrink 
from  the  important  duty  assif  aed  hiaa,  but  that 
he  waq  a  stockholder  of  the  institution,  and,  as 
sdch,  conceived  that  delicacy  forbad  nis  being 
one  of  those  appointed  to  make  the  inveatigatioa 
ordered  by  the  House — an  investigation,  upon  the 
reauit  of  which  the  future  character  and  prospectt 
of  the  institution  would  mainly  depend.  (Mr. 
BimwBii*  was  appointed  in  Mr.  Brtas'b  place.] 

Go  motion  hj  Mr.  Tallmaoob,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affiiirs  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  iocreasiag  the  nmoiMit  of  the 
security  to  be  hereafter  required  from  Navy 
Agents,  and  also  of  requiring  security  lo  a  greater 
amount  from  those  now  in  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Simxins,  the  Committee  en 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increaBiqg>i[iecom* 
pensation  of  such  postmastera  as  are  on  the  main 
post  route  from  Washington  City,  bf  ABgQsU,in 
Georgia,  to  New  Orleans,  where  there  nre  cross 
mails,  aad  whoee  compensations  do  not  exceed  a 
certain  sum* 

Mr.  S«  justified  the  proposed  inquiry  by  advert- 
ing to  the  unremitting  and  onerona  da  ties  re- 
quired of  certain  postmasters,  oa  the  main  south- 
ern post  route,  and  the  small  and  inndequate 
compeneatioa  at  present  aibrded  by  their  emol- 
uments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  resolution  **'aB> 
thorizing  the  transmissien  of  certain  docaments 
free  of  postage ;"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  asx  the  concurreace  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred  ln« 
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Th«  Hoam  todk  m  wmd  fnwcttded  f  eootldcr 
ih«  M^ic  ^  the  CSoaaitiM  oo  PMmat  vod 
RmwmbHwnnj  daiiiDt,  n«de  ac  tlie  ImsimBtd^n, 
oa  tftc  MtfftiMi  •£  WUliMi  Ltwreaoe :  Wfc^e- 
Booo,  tM  pcciiioii  w«8  referred  to  the  Secvemrr 
of  War. 

CLAIM  or  BSAim ARCHAia 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 

Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  heirs  of  Ganm  de  Beaomarehais. 
Mr.  HoPKUiaON  oceapied  the  floor  io  a  speech 

of  about  ao  boar,  ia  opposicioa  to  the  daim  of 

the  petitioners;  and 
Mr.RKviif,  of  South  Carolina, followed  at  some 

length  ia  support  of  the  claim  ;  when  the  oom- 

mittee  roee,  oo  the  motion  of  Mr.  HoUf  aa,  and 

obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tbvibdat,  December  3. 

Another  member  to  wit :  from  Pennsylraniaj 
Lbti  Pawmmo,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina: 

Ordered^  That  all  petitions  presented  to  the 
Honee  and  committed  at  the  last  session,  from  the 
consideration  of  which,  without  having  decided 
on  them,  for  the  want  of  time,  the  sereral  com- 
mittees to  which  they  were  referred  were  dis- 
charged^  be  considered  as  again  referred  to  the 
said  committees^  respectively,  on  the  suggestion 
of  any  member  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Gkorj^ia,  on  behalf  of  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  junior, 
William  Donnis,  Stephen  Heard,  John  Donald- 
soB,  Joseph  Martin,  John  Sevier,  and  Thomals 
Carr,  eommissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Qeorgim^  in  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  Bute,  of  the  20th  of  February, 
1784,  for  aarveying  the  lands  lying  on  the  Big 
Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  or  their  heirs  or  repre- 
sentatWes,  praying  that  the  lands  to  which  the 
commissioners  aforesaid  were  entitled  for  their 
serTices  in  making  said  sarrey,  and  promised  by 
the  said  resolution,  may  now  be  granted  to  such 
of  the  said  commissioners  as  are  living,  and  to 
the  heirs  or  representatives  of  such  as  are  de- 
ceased; wiuch  memorial  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect eommitiee;  and  Messrs.  CLAiBoaiiB,  Cobb. 
Hooe,  SwrrLB,  and  CbaWvobd,  were  appeinteo 
the  said  committee. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  made  by  a  select 
committee  at  the  last  session,  (10th  of  February, 
1818,)  on  the  petitions  of  Gkneral  Andrew  Jaci- 
son,  Thomas  Carr,  and  George  W.  Sevier,  and 
others,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Thomas  Carr,  and  others,  together  with  the  peti- 
tions aforesaid,  be  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxtbr,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  at  public  and 
private  sale,  specifying  the  date  or  such  sales,  and 
the  period  at  which  the  Isst  payment  will  become 


d«e ;  and  also  the  aggregate  amount  of  money 
paid  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Hunts- 
vlUe,  in  the  said  Territory;  and  the  description 
of  bank  paper,  if  any.  which  is  receivable  there 
ia  payment  of  the  pablic  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimblb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  wfae» 
ther  any,  and,  if  any,  what  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  to  authorize  the  emanation  of  pat« 
eats  to  soldiers  on  forloagh  at  the  eleseof  the 
war,  aad  to  whom  discbaraes  were  not  issued  la 
eoaseqoence  of  their  not  being  ordered  to  Join 
their  respective  regiments. 

Th«  foUowiag  Message  was  receired  from  the 
PasaimEMT  op  thb  Ubitbb  Statbb: 

ToiheHmm  of  lUpreamiaHvei  of  the  United Stoieif 
I  trsBsmit  to  the  House  of  Bepresentstivet  copies 
of  sneh  documents  rslerrsd  to  in  Uie  Message  of  die 
17th  ultimo,  ss  have  been  pnparsd  siaos  that  pwiod. 
They  present  a  lull  view  of  the  opera^ns  of  our 
troops  employed  in  the  Seninele  war,  who  entered 


The  residue  of  the  deenaents»  wfaidi  are  very  vol- 
uminous, win  be  transmitted  ss  seen  ss  they  can  he 
prsfpaied. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Dxcxxaaa  8, 1818. 

The  Message  was  read,  and.  together  with  the 
documents,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CLAIM  OP  BBAUMABCHAI8. 

The  House  again  reitolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  favorable  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Caron  de  Beaumarchats. 

Mr.  Spercbr  spoke  at  large  in  support  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Storrs  followed  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  qaestloo. 

Mr.  Baldwib  asain  addressed  the  commitiee 
ta  support  of  the  claim,  and  Mr.  PiTKrir  in  Ofipo^ 
sitron  to  it. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtdned  leave  to  sit  again. 


Frioat,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Tiblotbt  PtTLLBR.  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  JoBA  McLean  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  nisseatas  the 
Representative  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ia  this 
House. 

'Mr.  Allbn,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  John  Clarke,  an  officer  in  the  tUvoltt* 
tioaarj  Army,  praying  oonHmsaticm  for  his  sar- 
vices  in  the  capacity  aforesatdi  as,  alsO|  for  prop- 
erty lost  in  the  pahlie  service. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Comoiitlee 
of  Waya  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  a 
partial  appropriatioa  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1819,  and  to  make 
good  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation  for  holding 
treaties  with  the  Indisns;  which  was  read  twie^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBERTBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 


MT 


HBEKTOBT  OF  COflfOEBSB. 


848 


H*orIL 


Ptddic 


OffSeerB. 


DaoBiBaR,  ISIB. 


«lirred  io.    Bo  th«  prayer  of  the  pctitioDer  was 
rejected. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANM. 

Mr.  SiMUHB  offered  tiie  following  resolation : 

Beached,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TteaioiT  be 
leqoefted  to  Uy  before  thii  Heaae  «  ■tatement  of  the 
•elec,  public  and  priTate,  of  public  lande  northvettof 
the  Ohio,  and  aoow  the  nmdk  of  JCsnlydky  raeer  / 
the  lespectlTe  ^ean  in  which  soch  lalet  have  taken 
piece*  the  crediUi  given  on  such  aalea,  the  cone  which 
have  been  paid  (hereon,  thoae  which  are  now  dw^ 
and  the  penoda  at  which  they  became  ao ;  whether 
any  inatalmenta  are  yet  to  lall  due,  and  to  what 
amount ;  alao  what  deecriptiona  of  paper  haire  been 
leeeiTed,  and  what  are  now  receivable  m  payment  for 
iaidlanda. 

On  the  eugfeatioD  of  Mr.  HBifiMticxa,  the  mo- 
tion waa  moaified  by  striking  out  the  words  io 
italic,  80  as  to  make  the  scope  of  it  embrace  aU 
the  country  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 

Some  discosaion  then  took  place  on  the  expe* 
dieney  of  adopting  the  resolution ;  in  which  Mr. 
Stbothbb  objected  to  it.  on  the  ground  that 
moeh  of  it  was  anticipated  by  information  here- 
tofore communicated,  or  required  by  the  Hoose ; 
that  it  embraced  an  extent  of  information  which 
was  nnneceesary,  and  to  afford  which,  would  de- 
mand of  the  Treasury  Department  a  labor  per- 
ftetly  herculean,  Slc 

Mr.  Habbibon,  under  an  idea  that  much  of 
the  information  called  for  was  already  commu- 
nicated in  the  annual  reports  from  the  Treasury, 
and  unwiUing  to  order  such  a  laborious  and  ex- 
tesaive  mass  of  information  precipitately,  mored 
that  ihe  reeolotioa  lie  on  the  table  and  be  print- 
ed; which  being  acqiuesced  in  by  Mr.  oivp- 
SIJI8,  whose  object  was  not  to  giiFe  unnecessary 
uoaUe,  but  only  to  obtain  inmmaiion  not  al- 
ready communicated; 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SURYIYINO  RETOLUTIONART  OFFICBRS. 

Mr.  JoBiiBON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit* 
|ae  appointed  on  the  petition  of  William  Jack- 
aoOf  aolicitor  for  the  aurviring  offieeia  of  the 
Reroltttionary  army,  and  to  which  were  referred 
aundry  petitiona  of  said  officers,  and  of  inhabi- 
tanta  of  the  United  States  on  their  behalf,  made 
a  detailed  report  upon  said  petitions;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  on  the  Slat  of  October,  1780,  bj  reeololionef 
C<iii(r<as8,  it  was  provided  that  the  offioers  whoahonld 
eontmne  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  be 
entided  to  half  pay  during  lift,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  reduction.  Thb  stipulation  emanated  from  a 
previous  resolution  of  Congress,  which  promiaed  sev- 
en years'  half  pay  to  the  same  dasa  of  officers,  except- 
ing those  who  might  hold  any  oflke  of  profit  under 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Sutes. 

By  another  resolution  of  Congress,  in  January, 
1781,  the  atipnlation  was  so  extended  as  to  embrace 
the  hospital  department  and  medical  stafil  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1788  a  memorial  was  preeented  to 
Congrsss,  from  a  committee  of  the  officers  of  ^e  Ar- 
my under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Wash- 


Hgten,  proposing  aiiiKngniAmeBt  eflte  Imlf  pay  iw 
liib,  on  condition  that  an  equivalent  ahaiild  be  wnnnUi, 
Mm  ^tha  payment  ef  agnasanmiec  by  aihtt  mm- 
pensatien  te  a  Umited  time.  ThispropasBtaoii^wttBh 
ori^ated  with  officecs  of  the  army,  grew  oat  of  a 
caaviciion  that  the  half  pay  i»r  lifr  waa  isgaiisd  by 
their  lBllow<«itiiens  as  savoring  loo  mneh  of  the  apint 
of  a  privileged  order,  which  rendered  the  measare  un- 
popular wUh  many  of  the  community ;  and  the  pto* 
position,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  to  relinqoiah  the 
payment  for  life,  was,  and  ever  will  be,  viewed  as  an 
act  of  the  most  distinguished  patriotism,  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  that  entirs  dlcTotion  to  the  country, 
which  is  so  strikingly  manifested  in  all  their  snfiriofa, 
sacrifices,  and  services. 

Congress,  well  appciaed  ef  the  prevaifing  ob}»dien 
to  the  allowance  fer  life,  which  had  been  adopted  only 
from  necessity,  readily  embraced  the  occaaioB  of  r»> 
moving  a  measure  objectionable  in  its  principle,  by  s 
commutation  of  five  yeus^  fiiA  pey  in  hen  of  Ihe  half 
pay  fi>r  life,  io  a  reeelatian  of  Hatch  »d.  1V8II  which 
psevided  thaieneh  efficecs  as  wese  thes  in  ea: 
ehaald  eeiUMiiis  Ihemin  le  the  and  ef  the  wi 
be  wtttM  te  reeeita  «he  amaani  ol  .fiaa  peais^ 
pey  m  meoay,er  eeeaiiliason inieseel,'at  eia  pat 
per  annum,  aa  Congress  should  find  moat  convenient, 
instead  of  the  half  pay  promiaed  fer  life  by  tlw  reesta- 
tion  of  October  Slst,  1780 ;  the  said  eecaritiBB  te  be 
such  as  should  be  given  to  other  creditora  of  the  Uail^ 
ed  States,  provided  it  should  be  at  the  option  ef  Ae 
linee  of  the  reapeetive  Stales^  and  net  of 
vidnally  of  those  liaee,  to  retoe  or  aeeapt 
The  eemmntation  srae  acceded  to  h^  Iha  effi 
orally,  in  the  manner  pointed  out ;  and  at  the  lada^ 
lien  of  the  Amy  tl^y  laeeivad  oemi 
eales  for  Iha  amount  prsecribad.  The 
state  a  variety  of  facta,  and  present  asany 
taeaa,  to  prove  that,  fay  the  commutation,  great  iajo^ 
tice  has  been  done  to  the  officers  originally  entitled  to 
half  pay  fer  life,  and  their  object  ia  to  induce  the  Go«> 
ernment  to  reaume  the  origmal  contract  of  half  pay 
for  life  upon  certain  terma  therein  ezpreeaed ;  and  the 
memorisl  concludes  with  a  specific  ^yer,  that  an  act 
may  be  paased  directing  the  accounting  officen  of  the 
Treasurr  to  adjust  the  daim  of  each  anrvtving  ofioer 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army  of  the  United  States,  who 
by  the  resolves  of  Congress  waa  entitied  to  half  pey 
fer  life,  calffldeting  the  amaant  of  the  pimp.ipel  ef  the 
arrearagea  fiam  the  time  of  hie  leductiaB.aad  deduct* 
ing  therafrom  Awo  yearn'  fell  pay  ;  and  the  haleant  tf 
arreengea  being  thua  eeeertsinad,  toiasaaaesttifissta, 
beeriag  an  inlereat  of  aix  per  centum  per  aanam,  to 
Ihe  officer  for  the  amount  of  said  balaaca ;  and  Ike 
officer  to  be  thenceforth  entiUed  to  receive  half  pi^, 
in  half  yearly  paymenta,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
his  natural  life,  llie  committee  haTe  endeavored  to 
investigate  the  subject  with  all  the  c«idor  and  atten- 
lion  which  its  merita  reonire;  and  in  any  point  ef 
view  difficnitiea  of  no  oroinaiy  magnilnda  pfeeenls^ 
themeehree. 

When  contemplating  the  eminent  servioea  and  gea* 
erous  sacrifices  of  that  illustrious  band,  the  committee 
could  not  withhold  a  fevoraUe  report  to  tibe  lull  ezteat 
of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  oontd  they  be  gown- 
ed alone  by  feeling.  The  reeources  of  the  naliea 
would  never  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  ie  due 
to  the  patriota  and  aagee  of  Jbe  Revohition,  whaes 
counsels  and  achievements  eo  easentially  eontiibnied 
to  the  eetahHahment  of  that  freedom  and  mdapand< 
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iriliihMJM^fbliMuaii  ter.  Wm  the  piipr 
of  the  pedtioncn  tiked  ei  e  gretakj  oi4gr»  new  4iA* 
eEoUee  wMUeciee:  elber  cheeee  of  dtiMmtr  eqvtUj 
aeiteiew  end  oMKh  moM  BWiBroiiei  whoee  nenfieei 
vin  not  ieei  eztonelTe*  voold  he? e  eqvel  ekime»  end 
tqul  eilMitaott.  The  whnle  Bniotelioneij 
lee  aeeehed  with  pnblie  enovfieee  end  puhlic 
eveij  eleni  of  ciliieiie  endintd  witk  eheei^ 
ftintm  the  ptmtaone  ead  ieewe  to  which  thece  t^Of 
Inee  eotjeeled  them,  end  in  the  hefqpineee  end  tndo- 
panifanwefflie  eowKkir  which  fcUewed  eeeiji  member 
of  the  ooaunnnitT  fonnd  its  beeieewerd ;  end  howover 
dennbJe  it  mej  be  thei  eveiy  eecadfioe*  in  tine  of  greet 
pehtie  cebmitj,  nej  leeeif e  e  pecnniity  ref  aitel,  the 
Hmerifee  Sesolntion  dexaonetcetee  ite  imi^riflHrnhilir 
tff  tad  neceeeity  lequiree  thet  the  mnniilcence  of 
UorenuneiitehoaU  hevo  aome  limitetion*  Well  eweie 
of  thie  mm  of  tbo  eoljeetv  the  eleim  of  the  nemoriel- 
Mte  ii  pieduceted  ^pon  coBtrec^  end  lofftl  obligelton. 
In  tbe  U|jit  of  jy^ioe,  therefiwet  the  corowittee  heee 
eleo  ceenderad  thie  eobjeot;  end  it  ie  wjth  Miim  of 
eztmne  regret  thej  find  themoileee  fompeJWd,  in4ii^> 
Id  difa  in  opinioii  with  the  memprieliite  in  Iho  piyer 
ef  the  petitien. 

TVeieialntienof  Camgnm,  nndet  whiA  the  eleim 
fe  Aehrff  peywMUMmmmied,  wee  pw|— edby  the 

oBMnnieHen  ▼etenlorily  nouenled  by 

inlheemnnerepactied.    The  memoiUdirte  ebo 

npon  the  enppeeitien  Ihet  tfce'Un—in- 

not  mK  wqniveient  §u  the  oagtnel  etipnin 

tion,  tbel  OMfe  than  five  peete*  IhU  p^  wm  then 

Ree  nemwittet.  on  thie  pent,  one  of 
theinjoet  eatimete'  wee  made  bydwpettiee 
wben  the  eenmnlnftieo.  wee  egieed  open,  notfer  oU 
ihectreenMleneeoof  the  eeee,  end  oiqpt  not  to  be  ae- 
nwd  at  Ihk  imf^  Bnt,  if  it  wese  neeeeaeiy  to  look 
kr  ialiai;bf  aeriewiag  tlie  ooanpeiotiTO  nmennt,  it  will 
be  fNaithettfao  wleeBet  of  fiiw  jeere'  fiiH  pey,  et  aix 
per  cent  pw  ennam,  ia  eonel  to  thi«e>fiftha  of  Ihe 
whole  emennt  of  half  pay  mr  lift :  fiir  ezempley  take 
the  adranee  to  a  captain,  of  §sm  yeenT  fiill  pajt  at 
foaif  deUeia  per  month*  4S>400,  the  ennnel  inteieat  on 
whicb  woeld make  the  enm  of  9^^  et  eix  per  eentnm, 
eod  tbe  whole  emonnt  of  half  pej  wenld  mahe-  the 
earn  of  fMO  per  ennnm. 

Theadranoeof  five jeeia'  fiiU  pey  will  alaohe  fimnd 
•ml  to  the  praaent  worth  of  half  pap  Sot  more  than 
Smw,  yeara.  The  ooaamittee  ^noot,  thereAMe»  dia- 
eoter  nch  a  great  inadcquecy  in  tho  amount  atipnla- 
ted.  The  aeelalien  of  Mareh*  1783»  piOYided  that 
the  fifoyeem*  AUl  pey  ahonld  be  ia  moneyrOr  eaonri- 
tiaeen  iatofiet  etaix  per  cent,  pet  ennnm»  ae  Congraw 
dtoiiid  find  meet  eon?enieiit4  the  aeideecaiitiea  being 
anch  ee  ahonld  bo  given  to  the  other  ewditom  of  the 
United  atmee. 

Congrem  fennd  it  meet  convenient  to  pey^in  •eonii- 
tiaa  on  inteceat,  and  Ibr  thia  porpoae  gave  oertifioetea 
coafeimable  to  the  atipublion ;  tho  only  evidence  of 
debt  in  their  power»  end  the  eame  ee  weie  given  to 
other  credtWta  of  tho  United  Btelee;  the  ieiih  of  the 
notion  wae  pledged  Ibi  the  payment  of  theae  certifi- 
catee^  and  &  p&dge  wee  a«beei|aently  redeemed  by 
the  peyment  of  the  nominal  emonnt,  with  intereat,  in 
gold  or  aihrar,  cr  Cfaireleolei  in  the  bande  of  tbe  officer 
or  km  eciignoe.  utbe  offioere  conld  not  commend  the 
money  in  bend  Ibr  theae  certificatee,  neither  oonid  they 
have  done  eo  at  that  day  for  their  heif  pi^,  bed  there 
been  no  commotetion :  ggld  and  ailvar  were  not  in  the 
mech  of  Gbvemmenl  at  that  period.    Thieb 


that  Ike  mode  of  payoMBl  aiono 
ehan«ed,  and  that  the  oommnlatien  eaae  giahled  an  a 
leir  oqoivateni. 

Upon  the  view  taken  by  the  memoriafiita,  the  com- 
mittee eonM  not  eee  any  jnatiee  in  confining  tbe  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  to  thoae  only  who  atill  anrviva.  7o 
provide  fiir  thoae^  npon  ttie  principle  of  jnatice  end 
legal  cbOgalion,  and  enfier  the  deaid  to  be  fingotten, 
wooM  be  bnt  e  pertial  remiueretion ;  the  bene  of  the  do* 
eeeeed  wonU  haee  equal  claime  upon  the  Chwomment 
ne  the  elieer  who  eBrvieae.  Afain,  the  memerlaliate 
eek  a  leanmption  ef  the  original  eentoaet,  to  which  the 


nomaybonrgedaein  the  peer  ITtt.    If 
then  deemed  objeetianable,  becanee  not  In  aeeerdnnoe 


with  the  gentoeoronikMaiimieua,  nor  cengoniel 
tho  aunimeniB  of  the  Ameriean  people,  it  nmy  be 
onallyeoalthiade^  Up^m  tho  meet  ertanaiva  viaw 
wbeh  Ibe  oommitlee  have  taken  Jt  thie  en^joet,  they 
have  fimnd  difUoiliee  etil  tklehenlttg,  and,  to  anewer 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  to  ita  eitent,  wonM,  in  tho 
opinion  e€  the  eommitteo,  go  to  eetebikh  a  piindpie 
firwight  with  nMMh  evil.  CeneBiene,  et  the  eemo  thne, 
of  the  menu  and  worthof  Iheea  dieHngubhed  heiooa, 
whoee  dovetlen  end  deedb  have  gifon  eneh  gkny  owl 
audi  happineae  to  our  country ;  conacioua  of  dMir  pa- 
trioilem  end  vator,  which  have  impeeed  leeting  obli- 
galiene  upon  tiie  gtateftil  remembrance  of  the  natien, 
the  committee  eonld  not  veeoncile  to  their  feeUnge  or 
doty  an  ewliio  rajoefien  of  the  memoiiel ;  and  tliey 
luwo  'loDbod  fv  a  combination  of  the  principiee  ii 
oqnfi^  and  of  grelitiide^  en  whieh  might  ho  rewaadod, 
ineomehttle  degeee» tbo iebor  and  aQfimingeof  tho 
memotielMte,  wi&ont  inwolva^p  fntame  diA^ltieB,  in 
the  eetabliahmont of  a  dangareoa  preeadent ;  tinaptbn- 
ciple  hae  been  inittd  in  lit  depmcintien  of  tbo  cem- 
mntatien  ocrtificate*  end  the  loaaee  enateined  by  the 
nathnelyeide  of  theae  certificetea.  ItieaweU  attealed 
£mI»  thet  moat  of  thoee  certificeCee  were  eeU  at  an 
eoaennt  of  not  mom  thhn  from  one»filUi  to  one-tenth 
of  their  nembal  vatae.  Geld  and  eilvet  net  being  bi 
the  powev  of  the  Govemment»  tho  preaiinc  end  imme* 
diele  want  of  the  hoUem  rendeiod  it  necemary  fivr 
theae  to  diepooe  of  their  eortifioetee  et  eny  price;  and, 
upon  thia  view  of  the  enlyeciy  tiw  oommittee  mooa- 
mend  the  following  reeolntion : 

JieaeAwd;  That  each  oflleer  of  the  Roaolntionaiy 
ermy  who  wee  entitled  to  half  pay  for  lifo  nnder  Ika 
aevarel  reeolvee  of  Oongrcie  npon  thet  eobieot»  and 
afterwande,  in  coeMnntelion  thereof  eeeeiffod  tim 
amount  of  five  yeera'  fall  pay,  in  certificetea  or  eecu- 
ritiea  of  tbo  United  Stetes,  efaall  now  be  paid,  by  tkfi 
United  Stetea,  the  nominal  amount  of  aucacertificetee 
or  aecuritica,  without  intereat,  deducting  therefrom 
one^igbth  part  of  tbe  aaid  emount. 


MBMORIAL  AND  aTATgHVItT. 

To  the  honorahk  the  Senate  and  tke  honarabU  Haute 
of  Repreeentativei  qf  the  United  Statee  in  Com" 
ereee  aseemhledf  (he  memorial  qf  the  aubeerihetf 
SoUeitor  on  beha^of  the  eundving  Officer e  qf  ihe 
Revolutionary  Army  of  the  UhSediStateet.  moet 
respectfully  repreeents  .• 

Thet  hie  conetitaenta,  the  aurviving  offioere  of  the 
Revolutionary  army,  in  renewing  their  application  to 
your  honorable  Houaea,  for  en  equitable  aettlement  of 
the  half  pey,  ee  atipolated  by  the  reeolvee  of  Congreee, 
are  not  more  impelled  by  the  efflicdng  neceaaity*  to 
which  the  feithfol  devotion  of  their  youth  to  the  militeQr 
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ftrrica  of  their  eoimtiy  bu  xodaetd  them  in  the  de- 
eliae  of  life,  than  by  e  flense  of  duty  to  themflelvee»  u 
men  of  honor,  to  demonitrate  and  establish,  bj  incon* 
troTertible  proof,  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  claim 
which  they  hare  preferred ;  and  relying  on  the  equity 
of  the  national  councils,  under  such  information,  they 
have  instructed  your  memorialist  to  state  the  follow- 
ing facts,  with  the  evidence  by  which  they  are  sup- 
ported: 

By  the  resolves  of  Congreaif  of  August  11th,  1779, 
October  31st,  1780,  and  January  17th,  1781,  it  was 
stipulated  that  half  pay  for  life  should  be  allowed  to 
the.  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  whose  teims 
of  service  are  specified  in  the  said  resolves. 

The  proofs  of  this  stipulation  are  recorded  in  the 
acts  of  the  Government,  under  the  several  dates  above 
recited  and  the  repetition  of  the  nromise^  so  often 
m«de,not  only  declared  the  gmtituae  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  officers,  for  services  already  rendered,  but 
maniiested  its  anxiety  for  the  continuance  of  those 
services,  which  it  thus  solemnly  stipulated  to  reward. 

The  contract,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  was  foith- 
fully  performed,  at  the  sacrifice  of  every  penonal  oon- 
aideration,  and  the  entire  relinquishment  of  private 
pursuits. 

The  proof  of  this  foot  is  recorded  in  the  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States — and  is  bat 
too  sadly  attested  by  the  necessity  which  urges  the 
present  appeal  to  the  justice  of  Government. 

On  the  part  of  Government,  no  variance  firom  the 
terms  of  the  contract  was  disclosed  until  the  S8d  of 
March,  1788,  (the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  being 
then  signed,)  when  a  prejudice  against  the  half  pay 
having  been  excited  in  some  sections  of  our  countiy, 
the  senior  officers  of  the  army  suggested  the  idea  of  a 
eommutatian,  which,  although  generally  objected  to 
by  the  junior  officers,  was,  under  the  influence  of  age 
and  rank,  adopted  by  ther  lines  composing  the  main 
army ;  and  the  resolve  of  Congress,  propodng  «  oom^ 
mutation  of  five  yean'  foil  pay,  in  lien  of  the  half  pay 
'for  life,  which  had  been  so  repeatedly  stipulated,  and 
which  had  unquestionably  held  an  influence  in  decid- 
.ing  the  younger  portion  of  the  officers  to  an  abstracted 
pursuit  of  military  duty,  was  passed. 

Independently,  however,  of  the  objections  ofiered 
by  the  junior  officers  of  the  main  army,  to  the  com- 
mntatioa  of  the  half  pay,  there  is  a  foct  of  decisive 
importance,  as  regards  a  large  portion  of  the  offieets, 
in  relation  to  that  change  of  the  compensation. 

The  officers  of  the  lines  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  and  some  corps  of  Virginia,  had  no 
▼oice  whatever,  either  by  lines  or  as  individusJs,  in  the 
question  of  commutation.  They  had  been  made  pris- 
oners of  war  before  and  at  the  capitulation  of  Charles- 
ton, on  the  16th  of  May,  1780.  and  were  not  after- 
wards reorganised. 

Tour  memorialist  was  at  that  time  a  captain  of  the 
first  regiment  of  South  Carolina,  and  aid-de-camp  to 
Major  General  Lincoln,  who  then  commanded  in  the 
Southern  Department ;  and  your  memorialist,  being 
afterwards  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  is  en- 
abled to  assure  your  honorable  Houses  that  this  state- 
ment is  strictly  correct.  He  is  not,  however,  instructed 
to  request  any  distinction ;  and  he  believes  that  the  gen- 
erous spirits  of  those  lines,  who  survive  to  unite  vrith 
their  brother  officers  in  the  present  application,  do  not 
desire  to  be  separated  from  their  foithful  comrades  in 
honor  and  misfortune ;  but,  confiding  on  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  await  with  them  that  equitable  decision. 


vrfaich  the  just  and  magnanlfflova  spirit  of  tiie  NatioBal 
Councils  shall  award. 

In  addition  to  foots  ao  condusivis  as  tliose  already 
adduced  in  fovor  of  the  claim,  your  meaDunrialist  begs 
leave,  vrith  the  most  respeetAil  defereaoe,  to  stste  to 
your  honorable  House  that,  in  commutaBg  the  half 
pay  for  lifo,  an  enor  of  the  most  injunove  nature  to 
the  officers  was  (no  doubt  inadvertantly)  committed— 
such  an  error,  indeed,  as,  vrithout  impeaching  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Government,  need  only  to  be  aentivned, 
even  at  this  distant  period,  to  procure  imniediate  r» 
dreee  to  the  injured  party. 

The  average  age  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolutionaiy 
army,  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  in  1783|  ooidtf  not,  by 
just  computation,  be  reckoned  beyond  thirty-ftve  yeare, 
which  on  an  estimate  of  the  expectation  of  life,  col- 
lected from  the  most  approved  vrriters  on  annuities, 
would  have  entitled  the  officers  to  an  average  commu- 
tation of  ten  years  and  six  months'  foil  pay,  instead 
of  five  years ;  and  would  have  dlowed  to  the  younger 
officers,  who  disagreed  to  the  commutation,  an  avei^ 
age  of  twelve  years'  foil  pay. 

From  these  data  your  memorialist  eondudes  that  if 
the  commutation  of  five  vears'  foil  pay  had  been  paid 
to  his  constituents  in  gold  or  silver,  they  woaU  at  thia 
time,  under  the  error  here  stated,  have  had  a  dear  and 
equitable  daim  for  the  additional  sum  of  five  yean  sad 
six  months'  principal  of  the  foil  p^,  with,  its  aocuaa- 
lation  of  thv^-five  yean'  interest*  amoaating  to  a  som 
for  beyond  the  moderate  proooaition,  whidi  they  now 
submit  to  your  honorable  nouses,  of  ffesaBung  ths 
original  contract  without  charging  any  intsrest  on  ths 
aireeiages  of  the  hatfpay,  or  making  any  dedoetian 
for  the  loss  which  they  sustain  in  allowing  the  foM 
nominal  amount  of  tlw  coounntalioii  oefttteate  to  be 
refonded,  instead  of  the  one-eighth  or  one  tenth  part 
which  they  received,  on  a  sale  forced  for  want  of  bread, 
twelve  yean  after  it  was  charged  to  them  as  gold  er 
sUver-'-no  provision  having  been  made  by  the  Govei» 
ment  in  that  time  to  redeem  the  pxincifial  or  to  pay 
any  part  of  the  interest 

Were  it  necessary  to  adduce  any  additional  pcools 
in  support  of  the  daim,  your  memorialist  apprehends 
that  complete  confirmation  of  all  the  focts  and  opin- 
ions herem  stated  will  be  found  in  the  memorial  of  the 
dtiiens  of  the  United  States,  which  he  is  chergcd  to 
present  to  your  honorable  Houses  in  bdmif  of  lus 
constituents,  the  surviving  efficen  of  the  Revolution- 
sry  army.  In  that  minute  and  interesting  reptesen- 
tation  their  services  are  not  only  gratdully  veoognised 
and  appreciated,  and  the  justice  of  their  daim  com- 
pletely admitted,  but  a  pledge  is  given  by  many  thow- 
sands  of  the  most  respectable  dtiaeiis  that  they  win 
dieerfttUy  contribute  their  proportion  of  asscasment  te 
the  just  and  gnteful  purpose  of  folfilling  tbbt  nstional 
engagement 

As  this  liberal  interpositien  in  behalf  of  the  survi- 
ving offlcen  of  the  Revolntloaary  armtt  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  manr  of  whom  public 
trusts  of  great  impOTtance  are  confided,  is  of  high  au- 
thority, and  not  only  establishes  the  hietioe  of  the 
daim,  but  gives  a  pledge  to  make  provision  for  its  dis- 
charge, your  memoriaUst,  under  the  sanction,  and  in 
the  words  of  theb  solidtation,  on  behalf  of  hie  oonatil- 
uents,  most  respectfiilly  and  most  earnestly  entreati 
that  an  act  may  be  psssed  directing  the  aoeoiinting 
officen  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  claims  of  each 
surviving  officer  of  the  Revoluti<«ary  army  of  ths 
United  States,  who,  by  the  resdvee  of  Congreae,  were 
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entitled  to  halfprnj  ion  lUb — celevletmg  the  tmomit  of 
the  prittdpel  of  the  aneeregee  ftom  the  time  of  his 
ledoetioii,  end  deductiDg  therafrom  five  yeen'  foil 
pej— end  the  beJenee  of  enreeieget  being  thae  eacer- 
tiined,  to  iane  e  eartifieate*  bearmg  inteieat  of  aiz  per 
eent.  per  annmn,  to  the  officer  for  the  amoant  of  aaid 
balance;  and  the  officer  to  be  thencelbrth  entitled  to 
reoene  half  peyy  in  half  yearly  paymenta,  for  and  during 
the  tenn  of  hia  netoral  life. 

Aa  the  lelief  to  be  received  by  tiie  ainviving  offieera 
of  the  Revohitioneiy  anny»  whoae  aTerege  age  now 
eppioadue  aerenty  yean,  will  be  greatly  increased  by 
the  pioinptitode  with  which  it  ia  accorded,  your  me- 
ttoiialiit  alao  entteata  that  the  attention  of  your  hon- 
orable Hooaea  mey  be  directed  to  thia  inteieatittg  con- 
■deratknk  And  your  memoriaUat  will  ever  pray. 

W.  JACKSON, 
Soiiaitr  on  behatf  of  the  OfieerM  of  the  JUvohi- 
tumary  Army  tf  the  U,  8, 

Statement  of  the  Half  T ay  far  Ufe,  aa  atipulated  by 
the  Reeohea  of  Congreee, 

In  Congreee  Auguet  11, 1779. 

•«  Beeohei,  That  the  half  pay  piovided  by  the  reao- 
Intion  of  the  ISth  May,  1778,  be  extended  to  continiie 
for  hfe,  and  that  the  holding  of  a  dvil  office  nnder  the 
United  8tatei^  er  either  of  them,  ahall  be  no  bar  to 
prerent  any  offieer  fiom  receiving  the  aame." 

In  Congreae,  October  31, 1780. 

**Beaebei,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  com- 
Bumding  officer  in  the  Southeni  department,  direct  the 
officer!  of  each  State  to  meet  and  agree  upon  the  offi- 
een  for  the  regimenta  to  be  nuaed  by  their  reapeetive 
States,  from  thoee  who  incline  to  continue  in  aervice ; 
and  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agreement,  to  be  de- 
tenxuned  by  aeniority ;  and  make  return  of  thoee  who 
are  to  remain,  wbic^  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Gongreas, 
together  wiUk  the  namea  of  the  offieera  reduced,  who 
are  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life. 

**Reaohfed,  That  the  officers  who  shall  continue  in 
the  service  t»  the  end  of  the  war,  ahall  also  be  entitled 
to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
their  reduction.'' 

Jbi  Congreaa^  January  17, 1781. 

**  Aesobed,  That  ell  offieera  in  the  hoqiital  depart* 
meat,  and  medical  atafl^  hereinafter  mentioned^  who 
shall  continue  in  aervice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be 
redoeed  befoie  that  time  aa  aupemumerariea,  ahall  be 
entitled  to,  and  leeeive,  during  life,  in  lieu  of  half  pay, 
the  following  allowance,*'  dbc 

By  the  peceding  resolves  of  Congress,  so  often  re- 
peated, it  la  incontestably  proved  to  have  been  the  in- 
tention of  Ciovemment  to  make  a  provision  for  the  offi- 
cers during  life,  to  the  fhU  amount  of  their  half  pay, 
respectiT^ — and  the  subjoined  resolve,  which  pro- 
poMd  the  conunntatioa,  expressly  statea  that  it  ahonld 
be  for  on  eqmoalent, 

M  CengreaMy  March  23, 1788. 

«*  On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Bedford,  to  whom  waa 
referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  together  with  the  me- 
morial of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  thereon ;  Congress  came  to  the  follow- 
ing leaolnthma : 

"  Whereaa,  the  officers  of  the  aeveral  Unea  under 
the  immediate  command  of  his  Excellency  General 
Waahingtoo,  did,  by  their  late  memorial,  transmitted 
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by  their  committee,  represent  to  Congreaa,  that  the 
half  pay  granted  by  aondry  reaolutiona,  was  regarded 
in  an  nnfovorable  fight  by  the  citizens  of  some  of 
these  Statea,  who  would  prefer  a  compensation  for  a 
limited  term  of  yeara,  or  by  a  sum  in  groea,  to  an 
eatabfiabment  for  life ;  and  did,  on  that  account,  aolieit 
a  eommutation  of  their  half  pay  for  an  equivalent,  in 
one  of  the  two  modee  abovementiened,  in  order  to  r^- 
moTo  all  aubject  of  diaaatiafaction  from  the  miiida  of 
their  fellow-citiiena.  And  whereaa  Congreaa  are  de- 
sirons  aa  irell  of  gratifying  the  reaaonaUe  expecta^ 
tiona  of  the  offieera  of  the  Army,  aa  of  removing  aU 
objectiona  which  may  exiat  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States  to  the  principle  of  the  half  pay  eatablishment, 
for  which  the  faith  of  the  United  SUtea  haa  been 
pledged;  perauaded  that  thoae  oljeetioQa  can  only 
aiwe  from  the  nature  of  the  compeneation,  not  from 
any  indiapoaition  to  compenaate  thoae  whoae  aervieeab 
aaorifioes,  and  aoibrings^  have  ao  juat  a  title  to  the 
approbation  and  rewarda  of  their  country :  Therefore, 

**  Reaohed,  That  audi  offieera  aa  are  now  in  service, 
and  shall  continne  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  ahsll 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  yeara  frdl 
pay,  in  money,  or  eeenrities  on  interest,  at  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  as  Congress  shall  find  moat  eonve* 
nient,  instead  of  the  half  pay  promiaed  for  life,  by  the 
resolution  of  the  21at  day  of  October,  1780;  the  aaid 
aeouritiea  to  be  aoch  aa  shall  be  given  to  the  other 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  provided  it  be  at  the 
option  of  the  Unea  of  the  respective  Statea,  and  not  of 
offieera  individually  in  thoae  tinea,  to  refuse  or  accept 
the  same;  and  provided,  also,  that  their  election  shall 
be  signified  to  Uongreas  Uiroogh  the  Commander-in- 
Chie^  from  the  lines  under  his  immediate  command, 
within  two  months^  and  through  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  southern  army,  from  thoae  under  hia 
command,  within  aix  montha  from  the  date  of  thie 
reaolntion. 

"  That  the  aame  commutation  ahall  extend  to  the 
coipa  not  belonging  to  the  Unea  of  particular  States^ 
and  who  are  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  aa  aforeaaid ; 
the  aoeoptance  or  refrisal  to  be  determined  by  corpa, 
and  to  be  aignified  in  the  same  manner  and  within 
the  aame  time  aa  abovementioned. 

'■  That  all  offieera  belonging  to  the  hospital  depart* 
meat,  who  are  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  reaolution  of 
the  87th  day  of  January,  1781,  may  coUectively  agree 
to  accept  or  refuae  the  aforesaid  commutation,  atgni- 
fying  the  same  through  the  Commander-in-Ohief, 
within  aix  months  from  this  time. 

**  That  anch  officers  aa  haTc  retired  at  diffisrent  pe- 
rioda,  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may  coUectively,  in 
each  State  of  whidi  they  are  inhabitanta,  accept  or  re- 
fouM  the  aame— their  aaaent  or  reftiaal  to  be  aignified 
bf  agente,  authorised  for  that  purpoae,  within  aix 
numtha  fiwm  thia  period;  that  with  reapeet  to  andk 
radiing  officers,  the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them, 
shall  be  in  Uen  of  whatever  may  be  now  due  to  thenii» 
since  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  service^  as  weU  aa 
of  what  might  hereafter  become  due ;  and  that,  so  soon 
as  their  acceptance  ahall  be  aignified,  the  superintend- 
ent of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  take 
meaaurea  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  acoordp 
ingly,  and  to  issue  to  them  certificatea  bearing  interest 
at  six  per  cent.  That  all  offieera  entitled  to  half  pay 
for  life,  not  included  in  the  preceding  resolution,  may 
also  coUectively  agree  to  accept  or  refuae  the  aforeaaid 
commutation,  signifying  the  same  within  six  months 
from  this  time." 
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flttek  ware  the  vonliitHiiM  af  Ctrngitm,  mhdek  ilipH- 
Med  tiut  half  My  for  life  riioald  be  «Uoired  to  the 
«flken  of  tlie  RerolntioBiiy  Amy  of  Ihi  Uailod 
Stites ;  and  midi  the  reerive  mtdnh  prapeeed  to  cMn- 
aate  Ae  kalf  pay  for  lifo,  for  «  greei  ram  in  UMMy  or 
■eemtttei,  whiob  ihoald,  in  the  expnM  woide  'of  Ihe 
ieeetve«  be  eqniTalent  to  the  half  pey  for  lifo^^^lnit  ii 
40  sajf  by  eelimetiBg  the  eiqieetetion  of  tifo^  eooBcding 
be  ^m  a:verflge  ege  of  the  oflbeet%  whidi  ooidd  not,  l^ 
eorreot  eompatetaen,  be  reekoned  beyond  tfair^five 
yeeiB.  It  renuHns.  therefore,  by  e  jaat  and  aoennite 
^eulation  ef  the  half  Ptiy  for  life,  in  all  tbi  leiilieni 
nnd  dependeneiea,  to  aemonetrste  that  the  eonrawta- 
tien,  by  the  enoneotn  eaniuate  of  n^  yean,  inetead 
of  ten  yeaia  and  eiz  moitttis  foU  jiay,  has  been  pcd* 
dnetive  of  jmnwniie  loei  to  the  ofliceta,  and  of  ooinrle- 
jpettdent  gain  and  adrantige  to  tbB  pnbilc,  on  .ptinot'- 
:plee  whidi  no  pohcy  eCNdd  xeBmre,  and  no  yeaaoning: 
ean  jnatf^,  ae  appeare  by  the  nUdeving 

Smei^mi  of  ihe  half  pay  oftdeoitofTMilaliMi  eH  ihkir 

rehttom  lo  eodb  aihir. 

At  tiie  done  of  the  war  for  indcMkdenee,  in  ITMt 
ttere  inn  about  SlyMOoffieere  entitled,  1^  the  reaoltea 
<»r  Obngreee,  to  hUf  pay  for  lift,  it^Mk,  eaicillated  tt 
ti^iDferage  hite  bf  eartatna'  half  pay,  tttftotttied,  at 
9M0  per  annum,  to  fl80,000. 
The  eomtanitation  of  whleh,  en  tfie  expe^tieii  of  llfo 
«t  thirty-ifire  jpaaia,  whidi  was  tiie  average  ^ge  ef 
the  offieen  of  the  Rtfroltitionafy  Amy  of  ikt  TJhl- 
ted  States,  et  the  dose  of  the  war  in  1788,  ooght,: 
aieeording  to  the  annexed  etatements  of  Pr.  F^riee 
lind  Mr,  Morgan,  and  the  epuiions  of  all  the  meet 
tpptomd  writers  on  annnittes,  to  hate  been  eMi- 
ttfated  at  the  tale  of  ten  yeers  and  dx  nnrnths  fell 
pay,  and  wonM  hate  amounted  to     -   910,099,000 
"Btit  on  the  estimate  of  fire  years,  the 
rate  at  which  the  resohe  of  Congfees, 
instead  of  an  eqaitalent,  fixed  the  com- 
mutation,  dther  by  arbitraty  dedsfion 
or  erroneous  calcntetion,  isludi,  on 
^ery  prindple,  ought  to  be  oorveeted, 
the  eommatatien  only  amounted  to  *       4^8OO,0#O 

Occasioning  an  agl^regate  loss  to  the 
eftcerfeof 96|980,000 

Affed  to  each  officer  an  average  laes  hi 

prfaidpalof •9,9(0 

And  a  loss  in  interest,  at  Bit  per  cent., 

for  thirty-five  years,  of     •       •        •  S,ftl4 

Mahing  a  total  leai  te  eseh  olficer  of   -  98,104 

And  an  altantage  to  the  pabtle,  bgainst  the  reeolfe  of 
Congress  that  the  cemmutatiea  ought  to  be  an  equiv- 
lent  for  the  belf  pay,  and  egainst  eveiy  efuiadrie 
)irittdple,  amounting  to     ...     w^^mfi^O 

And  thirty-five  years  intereit  theteon,  at 
tfacpareent ll,688,4NN) 


Mita 


mtm^ 


l>Mal  advantage  to  the  public,  by  net 
making  the  commutation  a  Joel  equiv- 
alent,  according  to  the  reeolve  of  Con- 
gresB  of  March  8S,  1783    -       -       -   •I6,3e8t#00 

Say  sixteen  mfflions  three  hundred  and  eixty-eight 
thousand  dollan  gain  to  the  pubKc  and  losi  to  the  dlfi- 
een,  against  the  jdainest  pnndples  of  justice,  on  tiie 
calculation  of  simple  interestp  and  aoecfjrdhig  to  Ae 


payment  of  interest  on  the  piibliB  debt,  i|fiBlBilH^, 
by  oomponnd  interest,  amounting to'fofty»tnrDnBillianB 
two  Irandrsd  and  ninety  thoosand  mna  hi 
twelve  dflUam. 

And  for  whidi  eaennoua  anrnthesuieiwlug 
by  their  propedtion  to  rseame  the  original  eootratft  of 
half  pay  for  life,  tdinquishing  ail  anuaisgaeef 
eel,  and  allowing  the  fiiU  nomind  amout  of  tlw 
mutation  certificate,  (of  whldi  tfiey  only  ■leatiiad 
eighth  or  eoo^enth  part,)  to  besefkiidtfd;  and, 
BMiing  theeuivhrom  at  two  hundred,  Ihnywiouk^Uon^ 
reodve^  in  sdteties,  as  the  prind|»»l  nf 
•1,900,000. 

With  half  pay  par  annun  to 
average  a«e  amoHnte  to  eeventy  ynmo^  •48^H0. 

Whenas,  at  oomponnd  ntaieal,  calonlatad 
ly,  the  leas  to  tfah  oAeersi  by  onfy  allowing  five  yi 
iftelsid  of  tun  TMia«nd  dx  uraMlie  fid!  pay,  which 
was  the  justequivalbnlof  oeiAnMitalasa  for  the  half  pay, 
and  to  which  die  average  age  of  thirty-five  years  wm 
fellv  entitled,  is  940,589,496  93. 

Befaig  to  each  oAeer  an  uverage  kias  of  ^190,991. 

For  whidi  they  piopoea  to  recdve  an  aggngale  of 
•l,900,00a 

hmitu^  to  the  .fddic,  in  thitBly4lmB  ^noba*  &dear 
«dn  on  didr  haid^anied  nimnity*  sf  ••9i9899ili6  n. 

Exdndve  of  948,000,  Ihe  uUieant  of  hnlf  pay  «s99D 
effiearsi  whose  nterage  age  ia  trtven^y-yeani;  «c^  de> 
ducting  even  the  cartel  ef  that  anBtti^,^eiaBi  gda 
to  the  public  of  #88,689,490  99. 

Such,  at  the  doee  of  an  eight  years'  war,  in  wkick 
ttie  independence  and  iovereignty  of  the  tTntied  8tatm 
were  eatablidied,  was  the  crud  reaultto  ftithfoi  pohtic 
•ervants,  tilioee  abstracted  detotlon  to  the  caose  of 
their  eotmtrf,  in  her  military  service,  had  left  them  no 
other  means  of  support  than  the  stipulated  reward  of 
**  those  services,  sacrifices,  and  sUlierings;'*  Which,  in 
Ae  words  of  the  resdve  Of  Congress  of  March  tSd, 
1T88,  *•  had  so  Just  a  title  to  the  apptdkatSon  and  rt- 
wards  of  their  country."  Or,  in  Cbe  siSU  more  em- 
phatic language  of  their  illustrions  leader,  the  immor- 
tal Washington,  when  addreielbg  The  tSovernon  of 
tfie  severd  States,  on  the  lulject  of  the  half  paj 
and  commutation,  he  states  in  his  lecter,  dated 

**  HaAna>irAmTsns,  NswBon*, 

'•June  18,  1783. 
<*  I  may  be  allowed  to  sky,  it  was  the  ptiee  ef  their 
blood  and  of  your  independence ;  it  ie,  therefoiv^  meie 
than  a  common  debt — it  Is  e  debt  tif  honor — it  can 
never  be  eonndered  as  a  pendon  or  gratuity,  nor  can- 
odled  untfl  His  foirly  dvehatged. 

(Signed)  «  o.  wABBjmron." 

The  fads  set  forth  in  the  preceding  acts  Of  Gontreai 
confirm  and  estahUahf  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  deubt, 
not  only  the  iuetice,  but  themoderatioiii  of  llie  daim 
now  presented  by  the  surviving  oMceis  of  like  Revnlft- 
tionazy  army,  inasmuch  as  they  prove— 

Ist.  That  hdf  pay  for  Hfe  was  edemnly  and 


ediy  etipulated  to  be  pud  to  the  officers,  whose  terms 
of  service  wt^-  specified  in  the  afoAebid 


ads  of  Cen- 


9dhr-  That,  when  it  was  lueohed  that  tbohnlf  pay 
for  Km  dionld  be  oommnted  for  a  gross  swn,  it  waav- 
preedy  provided  by  the  ssid  acts  of  €eagrees  that  it 
should  be  for  an  efaieufcnf. 

And  as  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  ovwy  con- 
tract are  beet  edlected,  ascertained,  and  adjudged  bj 
the  tsnna  in  whidi  it  is  draam,  it  is  fmlnnale  for  fSk 
anrWdng  oAeen  of  the  Sovoiutionaiy  anay  that  the 
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lacKuaami  1818; 


iMWiHil  teii  ««iiiiTaltat»"  ued  in 
o  CoagiMi^  if  IMI  oolf  MMCouMd,  bat  iMted  ift*liM 
mehe  wUob  profMM  •  MttunMllfetiMi  of  tiw  half  pay 
or  Iil0;  ajid  it  tharafiua  only  ramaioa  to  dacida^oa  Iha 
lait  «Bliiontia%  what  la  tlia  eamci  aaaning  of  tka 
rord  **  a^valant.'* 

Dr.  Johnaon  aaja  that  **  aqoiTalaiiit"  uaed  aa  an  ad- 
ective,  maana  **  equal  in  Talna,"  and,  aa  a  noun  aah- 
Untive,  it  meana  **  a  thing  af  the  aame  waif  ht,  dig- 
dty,  or  nine."  And  he  makea  the  MIowing  quota- 
iona,  ni: 

"  The  ihiYe  withevt  a  lanaom  ahall  be  lent, 
Itmti  with  yon  to  nuke  the  equiwU^U.^—Dryden. 

''They  ftney  a  ragnlar  ebedienoe  to  one  law  will  he 
.  fon  tgwiMlmi  for  their  breach  of  another.** — Megen, 

Having  thoa  arrived  at  the  trae  meaning  of  the  word 
^  aa  it 


l^tT9kfbiif  Mt9&Hnoiiuxtf  fj|^g6n* 


[•ovR. 


'  eqamknt,**  which  neither  paity  can 
laa  been  arpreaalj  need  by  both,  we  prooaed  to  in- 
inire  whether  the  **  conunntation,*'  aa  fixed  by  Con* 
pren,  wae  a  fhll  eqairalent  for  the  half  pay  Ibr  lift,  aa 
tipnlatad  by  the  anae  honorable  body ;  and,  to  aim- 
^  the  inqniiy  as  nrach  aa  poadbla^  we  ihail  eon- 
iane  to  ooneidar  the  hdf  pay  of  eaptahei  aa  the  aTor- 
geiale. 

BylheMaolva^f  OottgreaaorOeloberSi,  lT80,the 
lalf  pay  allewad  to  a  a^itain  for  lifo,  waa  9840  per 
innnn. 

By  tfaaMMha  of  Mardi  88, 1788,  the  oomnnitatien 
vaa  Sxed  at  five  jmmn'  foil  pay,  whieh  gave  to  a  eap- 
ain  83,400. 

Botbf  the  depaecialian  of  the  oartifieato  to  ten  for 
*jae,  aaiiatad in tke  leportof  a conmittee  ef  the  Honae 
f  RepreaentatiTaa,  in  Febmary,  1810,  at  which  rato 
t  woe  Bold  for  want  of  bread,  twelie  yeaia  after  it  waa 
taued,  and  it  only  yielded  $340,  or  exactly  one  year^a 
iftlf  pay.    Waa  thia  a  full  aqniralent  ?    la  there 


nan  who  wiD  ear  it  waa  anything  more  than  one-tenth 
lart  of  what  had  been  atipnlated,  e?en  at  the  rato  of 
iTe  jetn*  foil  pay ;  and  when  estimated  by  the  juat 
alcolation  of  ten  yean  and  six  months'  foil  pay,  the 
lir  commutation  to  which,  on  the  expectetion  of  life 
t  the  average  rate  of  thirty-fiTo  years,  the  officer  waa 
ally  entilladt  la  there  an  inAtidoal  in  the  commn- 
ity  who  win  aay  thai  it  aaovntad  eten  to  the  one- 
i>aplieth  yatt  ef  the  aim  wiuuh,  aa  a  Jnal  eqnivalattl, 
Qght  to  haae  been  paid  to  tha  annnitaBtl 

In  bath  of  theae  atstaaftenta  it  is  ^mOf  lAtnm  that 
he  error  mA  dafoleation  wcna  exdariv^  on  the  paM 
>f  the  pnhiic  aa  lypeiia  bythe  following  foato: 

l«  No  pvamsB  waa  made  for  many  yearn  ailer  tfaa 
ato  of  the  oammntation  a^rtificato,  (whidi  had  haan 
xed  by  Cmigieaa  at  OBa-half  ef  what  might  to  haro 
•en  ila  amomot,  my  ihreinataad  of  ten,)  to  redeem  liu 
rincipal,  or  to  pay  any  part  of  the  intoraat ;  it  waa  nt- 
sly  nnpaednetive  to  the  atorving  veteran,  to  wham 
velrc  yeara  hefom  ithad  been  paid  aa  geld  aadallvar, 
ad,  foieed  by  want  ^  brand,  ha  aaki  it  at  a  depraoi^ 
ion  of  tn  for  one! 

8d.  Admitting  that  this  depredated  vondiar  waa  to 
e  eonaUoed  in  the  hand  of  the  oflUer  at  ito  nominal 
aine,  eqaal  to  gold  or  sihrer,  atill  itt  Ihll  nominal  vakw, 
itiaatod  in  apeeie,  ■  proved  by  tlie  beat  anthoiitma 
>  have  been  onlj  eqoal  to  ooe-half  of  wh»t  ahonid 
OTO  bean  paid  m  the  jnat  efoiTalant  of  the  half  pay 
>r  lif;  at  theavwigo  i^  of  ihirty^tTo  yeaia. 

The  prindplaaof  jastioeare  immntable;  at  all  times 
Qd  in  all  placea  they  are  eqairalent;  and  aa  the  foots 
$t  forth  in  the  neoading  statement  cannot  be  oontio- 
BTied,  and  na  Aa  oanrinaiana  dmm  foon  tham  are 


piadueai  4gr8gvta  whiah  «mi«wt  air,  it  foHotrn  t*. 
awttabhr  tfaattba  «liiiB  wfakh  laBowpnfomd  to  Oam> 


an  aqniiafotoeettkment  of  the  half  pay,  tongt 
anlyaliiilly  j«at» but  extramaly  naderstot  and  H  la 
■mpmrihla  that  the  enlightened  Goiwmnent  of  an  iih 
dependent  and  prosperooa  people  shoM  not  <foaelMlly 
andpiomplly  eompbr  with  Iha  pnyar  ef  thopetiiUMk 
(Ow,  who  Save  eveiy  «lrim  to  nalieiml  jaaliae  and 
ilnda;  and  the  mote  mpeaially  aa  last  than  ikm 


sandth  part,  in  valna,  nf  the  land  that  waa  won:  l^lhrir 
toUnnd  Uaod,  would  diaehMfla  the  debt. 

Takk  tf  Ifta  ajtytoeMfon  o/  UE^,  fnm  Dr.  Ptit^t 
THurfoat  Oft  AnmMa^  mmme  8,  pt^  8 1 . 

Expaetotion  of  Ufo 

atyMM«    By  table  8.   By  table  18.  BytaUalO. 


88 

88  8 

89  8 

89  8 

86 

86  1 

86  6 

86  7 

80 

88  6 

84  1 

84  1 

•85 

81  5 

81  6 

81  8 

48 

18  6 

19  6 

19  8 

48 

17  8 

17  6 

17  4 

80 

t8  0 

15  9 

15  5 

88 

14  8 

18  9 

18  6 

80 

18  4 

11  7 

U  7 

85 

10  6 

97 

9  8 

70 

8  8 

8  0 

79 

Cxtnet  feom  HMe  No.  1,  of  the  ffteniylvaila  Com- 
pany on  Idvaa  fend  gfanling  Annalties;  ahowtog  (ha 
expeatatlon  of  iifo  in  aavaral  fOaeas,  and  pfoting  ditt 
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Having,  thoa  demonatrated,  by  the  cleareat  proofii^ 
that,  aeeoiding  to  tha  naage  of  our  own  and  of  other 
nations,  in  eatimattng  the  vahie  of  annnitiesb  the  com* 
mnlation  of  tha  half  pay  for  lifo,  aa  fixed  by  Congreaa» 
at  the  mto  of  five  years,  inatead  of  ten  years  and  dK 
montha  fiiU  paj,  waa  not,  if  it  had  been  ijaid  In  goldor 
atlvar,  one-half  of  the  ''  eqnivalent'*  whieh  the  oondi- 
tion  precedent  in  the  reeolve  of  Congram  raaoiiad;  it 

rignt  11 


only  remains  to  show,  that  eren  the  logal  rigt 
paired  or  affected  by  any  toohnical  olgection  that  migr 
be  raised  to  the  present  claim  for  an  eqnitabla  aettUK 
ment— as  the  plea  of  •<  contract"  ia  completely  rebutted 
by  the  non-fomlment  of  the  **  eqoivalent*'  which  the 
condition  precedent,  fonntng  the  Tory  basis  of  Uie  ra* 
solve  of  Congrem  which  proposed  the  commntation 
had  a|]pnlated--nor  can  eren  toe  allegation  of ''accep- 
tance" be  enggaatod,  aa  all  peraonal  option  was  takaii 

*  To  avofd  the  poaaibility  of  nndenating  the  age  of 
the  ofltoara  of  the  Bevolntionary  army,  at  tlm  doae  of 
the  war  in  the  year  1788,  the  arerage  of  thirty^va 
yean  has  been  aasnmed,  althongh  it  is  tha  opinion  of 
those  who  haTo  the  moat  distinct  knowledge  and  reo* 
oUection  of  the  officen,  that  thirty-two  years  was  neazar 
the  average  age.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  Qeneral 
Washington,  who  had  aerved  in  the  war  of  1765,  waa 
only  fifty-one  yean  old  in  1788,  and  hia  age  may  be 
conndered  as  the  Ihll  aTerage  of  that  of  the  General 
officers.  The  average  age  of  the  field  officen  did  not 
exceed  forty  yean,  and  that  of  the  eaptoins  and  snbtl- 
tems,  who  formed  the  great  mam  of  the  offioeia,  wia 
nnder  twenty-eight  yean. 
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jfirom  the  offieer  bj  the  Mid  f  6SoW«» 
and  ezclucivelj  refezred  the  acceptance  of  the  cmmii- 
totioii  to  'Mines  and  cone,"  thereby  deftroying  the 
Tested  right  of  the  individiial  to  the  half  pay  for  life, 
against  hiB  consent,  and  without  rendering  the  stipn- 
liOed  eqniTalent ! 

As  a  brief  sommary  of  the  preceding  statement,  the 
fallowing  obserrationsy  faithinlly  dednced,  are  again 
-most  respeetlnlly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Uie 
members  of  the  National  Legislatoie* 

The  claim  of  the  surviviog  officers  of  the  ReTolntion' 
aiy  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  an  eqoitable  settle- 
ment of  the  half  pay  for  life,  as  stipulated  by  the  re- 
solves of  Coogress,  originates,  as  is  aedared  by  the  re- 
soWe  of  March  23d,  1783,  in  **  the  senrices,  sacrifices, 
and  sufieiings  of  those  who  have  so  just  a  title  to  the 
approbation  and  reward  of  their  country."  In  the 
heartfelt  expression  of  the  great  Father  of  his  Conn- 
tiy,  **  it  was  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  of  your  inde- 

Sendence ;  it  is  more  than  a  common  debt — ^it  is  a 
ebt  of  honor — ^it  can  never  be  considered  as  a  pension 
or  gratuity,  nor  cancelled  until  it  is  iairiy  disduurged." 
According  to  incontrovertible  fiiete,  and  the  cense- 
qinences  which  follow,  by  arithmetical  deduction,  it 
rests  on  the  immutable  principles  of  justice ;  is  sanc- 
tioned by  correct  conclusions,  both  in  equity  and  law ; 
and  is  advocated  by  the  universal  voice  of  the  very 
people  idu)  are  to  furnish  the  means  of  its  disdiarge. 

As  no  reasoning  can  invalidate  these  inoontroverti- 
Ue  truths,  no  addUional  arguments  ean  be  requiied  to 
enforce  them.  A  claim  thus  supported,  and  for  which 
the  foith  of  the  United  SUtes  has  been  pledged,  is  vrith 
confidence  and  safety  referred  to  the  wisdom  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  National  Senators  and 


W.  J. 

FOREIGN  MERCHANT  SEAMEN. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  anthoriie  the  ap- 
prebensioQ  of  foreigo  seamen  deserting  from  mer- 
ehant  vessels  ia  the  ports  of  the  United  Statea. 
The  bill  haviog  been  read  through-— 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  briefly  explained  the 
object  of  the  bilL  He  stated  the  nature  of  con- 
tracts made  by  seamen  with  captains  for  voyages ; 
which,  being  violated  by  the  desertion  of  seamen 
In  the  port  of  destination,  or  at  any  time  before 
the  termination  of  the  voyap;e,  sometimes  broke 
up  the  whole  voyage,  and  ruined  those  concerned 
in  it.  He  farther  stated  that  in  all  other  coun- 
tries there  were  regulations  for  enforcing  the  ob- 
servance of  these  contracts,  of  which  we,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  enjoyed  tne  benefit.  These  reg- 
ulations the  present  bill  proposed  to  reciprocate, 
by  establishing  similar  regulations  on  our  part. 

Mr.  Newton,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  further  explained  its  object. 
To  obtain  information  on  the  subject,  he  said,  a 
letter  was  at  the  last  session  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  to  inquire  whether  the  captains 
of  American  vessels  had  in  foreign  ports  the  same 
privileges  granted  them,  to  enable  them  to  recover 
their  seamen,  which  were  proposed  to  be  allowed 
by  this  bill  to  foreigners  in  our  ports.  To  this 
letter  an  answer  had  been  received,  which  Mr. 
N.  read  to  the  House,  and  which  had  satisfied  the 


Committee,  as  he  presumed  it  woold  tbeHouw, 
of  the  propriety  or  passing  the  bill.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wamuii,  an  amendment 
was  made  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  extend  the  power  of  carrying  the 
law  into  execution,  to  all  civil  magistrates. 

The  question  being  then  about  to  be  put  on 
the  Committee's  risins  and  reporting  the  bill- 
Mr.  Clat  (Speaker;  said  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  reported  to  the 
House.  If  the  principle  of  it  was  correct,  the  de- 
tails were  exceptionable.  The  principle  was, 
that  if  a  seaman,  arriving  in  the  porta  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  quits  the  service  of  the  aiaster  of  the 
vessel  with  whom  he  has  contracted,  without  per- 
mission, he  should  be  surrendered  without  trial 
to  the  captain.  The  pretext  for  establishing 
this  principle  was,  that  other  States  extend  to 
us  the  privilege  now  proposed  to  be  granted  to 
them.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
of  the  proprietor  of  this  exception  of  seamen  from 
the  rules  applying  to  all  other  citizens  of  foreiga 
countries.  He  was  not  satisfied  that  a  seaman, 
having  contracted  to  perform  a  voyage,  should, 
under  no  possible  circumstances,  be  excused  from 
the  performance  of  that  contract.  Tet,  according 
to  this  bill,  without  inquiry  into  the  fiiets,  with- 
out examitoation  into  the  treatment  the  seamaa 
may  have  received  on  the  yoyage,  the  aeamaa 
was  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  delivered 
over  to  the  captain  whose  service  he  had  perhaps 
been  compelled  by  tyranny  or  abuse  to  quit.  I 
care  not,  said  Mr.  C.  what  is  done  in  other 
countries  on  the  subject ;  their  regulations  in  this 
respect  form  in  my  mind  no  justification  of  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  The  deuils  of  the  bill, 
he  said,  were  moreover  objectionable.  The  deli- 
cate class  of  cases  arising  out  of  our  naturaiiza- 

*  The  letter  is  as  foUows : 

VxtAMTmrnmr  ov  Stats,  J^bsi.  9, 1818. 

Sin:  In  answer  to  tho  inqniaes  in  yonr  letter  of  te 
86th  ultimo,  with  reference  to  the  sabject  of  the  iseo- 
Intion  enclosed  in  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  thatia 
all  the  maritime  States  of  Europe,  with  whidi  I  hava 
been  personally  conversant,  there  are  magistrates  in- 
vested with  authority  to  arrest  seamen,  deeettera  fiem 
foreign  merchant  vessels  ia  their  ports,  and  to  restore 
them  to  the  masten  of  the  vessels  to  which  they  be- 
long, conformably  to  their  contracts  in  the  shying 
papers.  The  prooees  in  sneh  cases  isb  as  by  thmr  na- 
ture it  must  be,  to  prove  efficacions,  immediate,  and 
summary ;  and  the  masters  of  American  veasels  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  in  common  with  others.  In  Um  city 
of  London,  the  authority  is  vested  in  Uie  Lord  Mayor; 
and,  at  other  places  in  €lreat  Britain,  in  the  ordinary 
police  magistrates.  I  do  not  recoUeot  having  ever 
known  an  instance  in  whidi  masters  of  American 
vessels  were  denied  the  benefit  of  snch  proeeaaes,  nn- 
less  in  cases  when,  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  the 
deserting  seaman  was,  on  other  acoonnta,  fiahle  to  be 
detained.  The  practice  is,  so  for  as  I  have  known, 
the  same  in  every  part  of  the  European  continont. 

I  am,  with  great  reipect,  sir,  your  very  hnmbie  and 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

TaoMAB  liawToir,  £sa-f  CAorauMy  4«* 
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tion  Uw8  woold  be  serioasly  affected  by  ito  pro- 
risions.    Sappose  a  person  who,  naturalized  ac- 
cording to  oar  laws,  would  wima facie  be  consid- 
ered hj  ninety-nine  oat  of  a  nandred  as  a  foreigner, 
to  be  demanded  by  a  foreign  captain  as  a  deserter 
—he  woold,  on  his  affirmation,  be  given  ap,  and 
thus  an  American  citizen  woald  be  sobjected  to 
this  odioos  provision.    Gentlemen  might  say, 
they  did  not  mean  to  carry  the  principle  so  far; 
but^  Mr.  C.  said,  soeh  an  interpretation  might  be 
given  by  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  seaman 
was  broQght.    He  never  coald  consent,  that,  in 
vretj  ease  of  a  seaman  leaving  bis  ship,  or  of 
my  other  description  of  persons,  becaase  a  con* 
iraei  has  been  alleged  to  be  violated,  withont  in- 
quiry into  the  ground  of  complaint,  however  just 
it  might  be,  the  aUered  offender  should  be  sur- 
rendered,   if  the  bill  was  adverted  to,  it  would 
be  foujid  that  two  facts  only  were  necessary  to  au- 
thorize the  svrrender :  firs^  that  the  party  should 
have  made  a  contract,  aind,  secondly,  that  he 
ihoold  have  quitted  the  service  of  the  master 
wiihia  the  limits  of  the  United  States.    Were 
{enilemen  prepared  to  say,  that  in  no  possible 
case  a  seaman  might  be  justified  in  quitting  the 
merchant  service?    If  there  was  a  possibility  of 
sttch  justification,  Mr.  C.  said,  they  ought  not  to 
grire  thor  assent  to  this  bill.    He  knew,  he  said, 
that  commerce  and  navigation,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tern, make  slaves ;  but  that  slavery  should  not  be 
ikmie  unnecessarily  severe.    If  in  every  instance 
we  are  to  follow  foreign  examples  in  our  statutes 
md  usage,  to  what  lengths  may  we  not  go  %    Im- 
pressment of  seamen  for  national  ships,  said  he, 
IS  a  foreign  practice:  we  may  be  called  upon,  on 
the  principles  of  imitation,  to  sanction  that  pmc- 
uce.    But,  said  Mr.  C,  if  our  Navy  could  be 
maintained  only  by  Impressment,  dear  as  I  con- 
sider that  Navy  to  the  interest  and  to  the  glory 
of  the  country,  I  would  see  it  annihilated  before 
[  would  sanction  such  a  practice.    Gentlemen, 
iherefore,  be  said,  would  not  get  his  assent  to  the 
bill   by  telling  him  what  was  done  in  foreign 
Boantries.    Over  our  country  a  particular  genius 
of  liberty  presided :  we  must  take  care  not  to  ban- 
ish it  by  loUowing,  step  by  step,  in  the  wake  of 
other  nations,  and  justifying  ourselves  for  what 
we  do  only  by  czhibitin|  a  precedent  in  what  they 
iia  ve  done  before  us.    Mr.  C.  had  other  objections 
Lo  the  bilL    If  there  were  cases  in  which  it  was 
found    necessary  to  reciprocate  provisions  with 
foreign  Powers  for  the  security  of  navigation,  and 
rach  cases  there  might  be,  let  them  be  settled  by 
treaty,  by  reciprocal  stipulation.    If  they  extend 
in  their  ports  but  bare  civility  to  us,  let  us  do  the 
same   to  them.    On  what  foundation  was  the 
Elouse  invited  to  pass  a  bill  involving  so  many 
delicate  considerations,  and  objectionable  provis- 
ions 1     Why,  on  the  ground  of  a  letter — and, 
withoat  any  disrespect  to  the  author  of  it,  a  very 
loose  letter,  from  the  Secretary  of  State.    Mr.  C. 
here  read  some  passages  of  the  letter.    The  honor- 
sbie  Secretary,  he  said,  had  not  told  the  House  how 
^r  bis  personal  acquaintance  With  foreign  coun- 
tries extended.nor  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
proTisiotts  in  that  country,  analogous  to  those  of 


this  bill;  whether  in  every  possible  instance  a 
surrender  is  to  take  place ;  wnether  in  all  cases 
the  seaman  is  inextricably  yielded  up  to  the  cap- 
tain claiming  him.  Mr.  C  said  he  wishedi  be- 
fore he  could  act  on  this  subject,  to  see  the  laws 
of  foreign  countries,  and  not  on  such  a  vague  in- 
definite account  of  them  to  botttom  such  severe 
provisions.  We  have  just  learnt,  too,  said  he, 
that,  with  regard  to  that  Power  with  which  we 
have  had  the  greatest  difficulty  respecting  sea- 
men, an  arrangement  had  been  made,  such  as  to 
remove  all  causes  of  complaint  against  her.  I 
should  like  to  see  that  arrangement,  and  exam- 
ine its  provisions,  before  acting  on  this  subject. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
would  not  hurry  this  bill  to  a  decision.  Let  us 
first  know,  said  he,  the  provisions  of  the  foreign 
States  with  which  the  honorable  Secretary  has 
been  personally  conversant.  Let  us,  above  aU, 
recollect,  whatever  foreign  nations  do,  that  here 
alone  liberty  flourishes,  and  personal  rights  are 
fully  enjoyed ;  and  that  whatever  we  do  should 
have  reference  to  this  peculiarly  happy  condition 
of  our  country,  and  be  conformable  to  it. 

Mr.  Nbwton  said  he  had  not  the  least  objec- 
tion that  time  should  be  given  to  the  Spealter, 
and  to  all  the  House,  to  obtain  any  information 
they  might  desire  on  this  subject.  But^  he  said, 
he  did  not  view  the  provisions  of  the  bill  in  the 
light  which  the  gendeman  had  viewed  them. 
Tne  bill  was  a  transcript  of  the  act  which  passed 
as  long  ago  as  the  vear  1790,  fbr  securing  to  mas- 
ters the  services  or  American  seamen  engaging 
with  them.  Thus,  it  appeared,  that  it  was  no 
new  principle  the  bill  proposed  to  introduce  into 
legislation,  but  as  old  as  since  Jannar^r  SM),  1790. 
Mr.  N.  said,  he  knew  that  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment existed  in  some  foreign  countries.  No 
one  bad  a  greater  abhorrence  of  it  than  he ;  and 
the  Speaker  would  perceive  the  bill  proposed  to 
confer  no  power  to  take  up  deserters  from  the 
British  or  anv  other  navy,  and  restore  them  to 
their  ships.  It  embraced  the  case  of  seamen  de* 
serting  merchant  vessels  only,  in  violation  and 
disregard  of  a  voluntary  contract.  The  captain, 
however,  must  also  fulni  his  part  of  the  contract 
and  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  seaman  is 
brought  may,  if  he  choose,  require  proof  of  the 
fact,  and  decide  upon  the  case  according  to  his 
own  discretion,  uontentlnff  himself  at  the  pres- 
ent time  with  having  made  these  soffgesttons, 
and  desiring  the  subject  should  be  well  under- 
stood, and  the  information  upon  it  be  as  full  as 
f possible,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  bill  should 
ie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitman  defended  the  bill.  The  same 
provisions  which  it  contains,  he  said,  had  been 
m  operation  in  regard  to  our  own  seamen  for 
twenty-eight  years  past,  and  are  yet  in  force.  In 
every  seaport  of  the  United  States  persons  have 
been  apprehended  who  have  been  alleged  to  have 
violated  their  contracts,  committed  to  prison,  and 
there  detained  until  the  vessel  to  which  they  be- 
longed was  bound  to  sea,  and  no  inconvenience 
had  ever  been  felt  from  the  execution  of  the  law« 
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WiUi  regard  te  their  being  delivered  ta  the  o«p- 
lain  claiming  them,  vithoat  a  hearing,  the  Spea- 
ker wat  mistaken  ia  that  pnnioular.  The  act 
required  examination  before  decision,  and  applied 
the  same  ralee  to  this  description  of  contract 
which  prevailed  in  regard  to  all  civil  coatraetv. 
The  gentleman's  nice  sernplea  on  the  subject 
wnald  apply  to  any  ease  in  which  individuals 
had  by  contract  a  tiffht  to  the  perieaal  service  of 
any  other  individmus; 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  suppose  the  gentleman 
would  be  as  tender  of  th<»  liberties  of  our  native 
aeamen  aaef  foreign  seamen  resorting  topor  p^rts ; 
and  it  appeared  that  similar  provisions  had  ex- 
isted for  near  thirty  years  in  regard  to  Ameiiona 
aeamen,  without  exciting  any  ajHirebeasioa  in 
regard  to  our  liberties,  and  without  endangeiing 
the  rights  of  a  single  individual.  And  are  we 
BOW,  said  he.  to  be  frightened  by  bugbears,  if  the 
Speaker  will  excuse  the  remark,  which  osuld 
alarm  oaly  the  most  timid  imagination  ?  With 
vespect  to  the  reported  treaty,  fiLi«  W»  said  that 
ihe  treaty  could  have  no  bearing  on  thia  qpiesr 
lion.  He  never  knew  a  treaty  to  contain  previa* 
ions  for  compelling  seamen  ia  the  merchant  ser- 
vice to  return  on  board  their  vessels  after  desert- 
ing them.  Heretofore,  it  had  been  sapposed  that 
the  act  of  1790,  which  was  rfither  obscurely 
worded,  did  apply  to  foreign  captains  and  foreign 
semnen.  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  magistrates  throoghout  the  country  had 
so  executed  it.  But,  of  Mtei  the  queption  had 
been  examined,  and  the  act  had  received  a  dif- 
feient  construetion.  It  hj|d,  therefore,  become 
necessary  to  supply  an  obvious  defoct  in  the  law  i 
U^  doing  whicb.  Mr.  W*  said,  he  could  not  see 
the  danger  to  the  natural  righta  of  man^  or  the 
liber tiea  of  the  citizen  or  foreiffner&  which  the 
Speaker  appeared  to  apprehend.  With  res|»ect 
lo  aatunlized  foreigners,  there  could  be  no  diffi- 
culty :  the  seaman  would  only  have  to  produce 
to  the  magiatrate  the  evidence  of  his  naturaliza- 
tion, and  the  magistrate  could  not  do  oiherwiae 
than  instantly  liberate  him.  Apprehensioos  of 
abuse  of  power  were,  he  said,  no  argument 
against  necessary  grants  of  it  s  and  the  argument 
from  possible  abuse  would  apply  equally  well  to 
any  other  powers  possessed  by  our  magisuatee  as 
to  this.  When  it  was  considered  that,  in  all  for^ 
eiffu  ports,  we  enjoyed  the  right  proposed  by  the 
biU  to  be  allowed  to  fereigneis  in  our  ports^  it 
was  a  sort  of  comity  due  to  others  to  adopt  this 
measure*  Was  it,  be  asked,  to  be  coaaidered  a 
reprehensible  principle,  because  foreign  Qovern- 
ments  had  adopted  it,  when  we  ourselves  have 
for  many  years  acted  on  it?  Mr.  W.  could  not 
see  any  reason  why  the  subject  should  be  de- 
ferred. The  bUl,  he  said,  did  not  a^ct  British 
sailors  only,  but  the  sailors  of  every  nation. 
Therefore  nothing  which  is  in  the  expected 
treaty^  or  is  not  in  it,  could  obviate  the  necessity 
of  a  general  provision,  which,  if  not  necessary  as 
to  British  seamen,  would  be  necessary  as  to  all 
other  foreign  seamen  visiting  our  seaports.  There 
never,  however,  bad  been  anv  negotiation  be- 
tween nations,  that  he  knew  of,  in  regard  to  pro* 


visione  saeh  ae  those  of  thia  bitt ;  and  hmr  ihcie 
could  be  anything  in  the  reported  British  Treaty 
about  \be  siu^jeet.  he  eould  not  ooaceive. 

Mr.  Clat  said  ne  was  fhrfrom  being  coaviaced 
by  the  gentleman's  argument  of  the  expediency 
01  the  provision  embraced  in  the  bilK    He  was 
exceedingly  sorry,  he  said,  to  have  incarred  the 
reprehension  of  tha  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  and  eongzatnlated  thaigentlnaan 
on  the  philosophical  coolness  with  whieh  he  was 
able  10  survey  what  Mr.  C.  oonsideKd  an  assaalt 
meditated  on  the  personal  Uberiy  of  tha  eiciien. 
That  he  could  not  so  calmly  eontemplatn  ii^m^t 
be  owing  possibly  to  the  diffMrcsee  of  th«r  native 
climate^  different  modes  of  thinkiag',  or  difleceaee 
of  disposition.    The  gentleman,  Mr.  C.  said,  had 
not  made  out  anything  like  a  case.    What  was 
the  existiag  law,  to  which  this  bill  was  Hkened  1 
It  was  apuTicabie  to  our  own  citiiens,  to  be  eze- 
cmed  witnin  the  tenitory  of  the  United  Slates^ 
and  both  parties  amenable  ta  the  law.    Bnc  there 
was  a  vase  diffcfeace  between  this,  and  a  piovi- 
sion  for  surrendering  a  person,  being  «  fbreiBner, 
to  the  operation  not  of  our  own  laws,  bat  of  laws 
we  know  nothing  q£    We  have  laws  for  the  ap* 
peeheasion  and  punishment  of  deserters  from  our 
Array ;  and  it  has  been  a  favorite  objeot  with  the 
British  Qovemment  to  have  a  treaty  stifNdaiioo 
for  the  reciprocal  apprehension  and  resiaeacionef 
deserters  of  that  description:  but  that  we  have 
always  constantly  and  properly  reluscd*    The 
gentleman  might  reason  with  the  same  propriety 
fcom  one  pwn  provision  in  that  caae  to  the  expe- 
diency of  a  provision  for  a^irriiendingr  fare^ 
deserters  from  an  army  or  navy ;  and  the  gcn* 
tlemaa  might  say.  with  equal  forae  in  that  as  in 
the  preeent  case,  that  there  was  no  injury  to  nat- 
Uffal  liberty,  nor  aay  inconvenience,  ta  be  appiv- 
hended  from  it.    There  was,  Mr.  <X  said^  an  es- 
sential difference  between  the  eases :  in  the  one, 
said  he,  the  law  applies  to  the  captain  as  well  as 
to^  the  seamen— in  the  other,  we  should  interpose 
our  power  against  the  seaman,  and  give  htm  op 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  oaatain,  or  ef  laws  of  whieh 
we  ace  ignorant.    Sneh  a  propoation  he  eould 
not  agree  to  at  all,  but,  if  at  nil,  not  in  this  shape : 
it  should  be  by  treaty  stipulation ;  that  we  might 
know  what  we  get  for  what  we  granted— on 
whieh  point,  he  repealed,  the  informatioa  before 
the  House  was  too  vague.    But,  (said  Mr.  C.,) 
now  do  attend  to  the  gentleman  nom  Bfasnehn- 
setts.    He  foilowe  the  seaman  from  the  time  be 
makes  the  contract,  until  he  is  brought  before  the 
magistrate  on  a  charge  of  having  violated  it,  and 
asks  if  there  be  any  hardship  in  that  ?    No  :  but 
what  question  is  the  magistrate  to  ask  him?  Have 
you  made  a  contract  f  he  will  ask.    If  so,  be  is 
bound  to  surrender  him  without  the  cause  of  his 
leaving  the  ship  being  inquired  into.    No  matter 
whether  the  contract  was  obtaiaed  from  the  sen- 
man  by  force,  fraud,  or  dnreese,  the  magistrate  is 
to  restore  him  to  the  captain  claiming  him.    Mr. 
C.  said  he  would  admit  to  the  gentleman,  that 
in  a  ease  of  clear  obligation  to  act  as  a  seaman, 
during  a  given  voyage,  being  made  out,  and  no 
better  reason  than  a  caprice  of  the  seaman  for  ti* 
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okiwf  .ii»  k0  Mi0kl  to  b»  Made  to  Ibl&l  it  Bat 
tiM  ftb|tdUQn  to  dM^peoTuioa^f  tkig  UU  was,  that 
it  did  not  JnTe  tka  Mamaa  at  litartf  toibow  the 
grooad  on  wkieh  ha  had  daMriad.  No  principle 
of  eoaiity,  to  wbioh  (ha  feotioman  had  appealed 
with  so  mach  trinmnh,  wovid  iadnee  him  to  give 
his  lote  for  iu  Tnat  inhareoi  love  of  liberty 
which  direcia  my  course,  (and  which  1  trusti  and 
am  quite  sore,  the  gentleman  from  Massaehasetta 
inherits  as  well  aa  myself.)  forbida  me  to  do  ao. 
If  saeh  a  proTiaion  actaally  ezists  in  regard  to 
OUT  own  seamen,  I  regret  it ;  in  their  case,  how- 
ejeff  it  may  be  aacessary  and  polilic,  but  eanaot 
be  so  in  the  case  of  foreigners,  for  reasons  already 
assigned.  In  regard  to  the  efleet  of  suoh  a  pro- 
vision on  the  rigots  of  naturaliaed  citixens,  let  me 
advert  to  a  caae,  aaid  Mr.  b.,  which  might  have 
occurred  at  a  period  of  excitement  which  existed 
some  years  bade,  and  in  the  particoiar  pa^t  of 
the  country  froa;i  which  the  gentleman  himeelf 
comes.  Let  me  suppose  a  certain  magistrate, 
holding  certain  opinions  very  pop^laf  in  uiat  day 
in  the  same  quarter,  to  have  the  case  presented 
to  him,  of  a  seaman  deserting  the  British  mer* 
chant  servicer  I  am  a  citizen,  says  the  sailor; 
and  here  is  my  certificate  of  naturaiixation.  What 
would  the  magistrate  do  ?  Would  he  not  tell  you 
what  has  been  urged  again  and  again,  even  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  that  the  duty  of  qiUgiance 
is  inviolate  and  perpetual ;  that  it  is  contracted 
by  birtb.  end  cannot  be  shaken  off  1  And  would 
he  not  determine  the  seaman  to  be  a  Briton,  bis 
Gertifioate  notwithstanding  ?  Mr.  C.  said  he  was 
oot  for  subqutting  questions  of  this  importaace 
to  the  million  of  civil  magistrates  in  the  United 
Btaies  \  for,  by  the  amendment  which  had  taben 
pUee^  every  justice  of  the  peace  was  authorixed 
to  adjudicate  the  question.  As  to  the  case  of  in- 
dented servants,  which  had  been  referred  to  as 
analoffoos,  he  doubted  whether,  in  any  State  in 
the  Union,  if  a  servant  were  to  nwhe  out  a  case 
of  a  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  a  master, 
he  would  be  compelled  without  examipaiion  to 
return  to  hia  service.  If  an  jr  magiatraiA  were  to  so 
decide,  in  the  Slate  in  which  he.  lived  at  least, 
the  servant  would  have  a  clear  remedy  by  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  Mr.  C.  protested,  however, 
against  the  application  of  principles,  arbitrary 
and  tigOTouSf  to  all  cases,  which  are  at  only  for 
extreme  ones:  and  against  the  argument  that, 
because  in  one  case  an  arbitrarv  principle  might 
be  applicable,  it  must  be  equally  so  in  all 


la  conclusion.  Mr.  C.  said,  ha  wanted  information : 
he  did  not  know  that  any  information  would 
obviate  his  objections  to  the  bill}  but,  at  all 
events,  he  was  clear  that  it  ought  not  to  pass 
without  more  distinct  information  as  to  the  prae* 
tice  of  foieiftn  Powers.  He  therefore  moved  that 
ibe  Committee  rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  WaiTiiAii  added  a  few  more  observations* 
The  foreign  seaman,  be  said,  had  precisely  the 
same  remedy  as  our  own  in  cases  of  violation  of 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  captain,  and  the  same 
laws  and  conru  to  resort  to  for  redress.  The  pro- 
visions of  tlus  bill  were  to  prevent  individuals 
from  taking  justice  into  their  own  hands,  in  cases 


so  important  as  that  of  service  doe  on  board  nier« 
chant  ships.  The  seaman  should  not  be  at  liberty 
to  say,  I  will  serve  ao  longer,  and  thus  dbsolve 
his  contract.  Contracts,  once  entered  into,  should 
be  fairly  fulfilled.  If  it  were  supposed  that  all 
powers  confided  to  magistrates  must  be  abused, 
there  misht  be  some  ground  for  the  objectioae  to 
the  bill,  but  otherwise  there  was  none. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuf  aoAT,  December  8. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Biasaachuaetta^ 
Elijah  H.  Mills,  appeared  and  took  his  sent* 

Mr«  Snitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  upon  the  subt 
ject  of  the  dutiee  on  wines  and  books  \  which  wan 
read,  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill  to  reduce  tha 
duties  on  certain  wiaes,  and  to  declare  iree  of 
duty  books  printed  in  foreign  languages;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Commitiee 
of  the  Whole. 

Th(e  Copnoiiuee  of  Wnyaaod  Means  were  dis- 
chaiged  from  the  further  eonaidcniioa  of  the  v»> 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  altera 
ations  or  modifications  required  in  the  acta  fixing 
the  einolunienta  of  cef  tain  oflkem  of  the  onstoms, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Corn** 
merce  and  Manufaotures. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Militarsr  Affitirs^  reported  a  bill  for  tha 
relief  of  Frederick  Brown ;  which  waa  lead  twioa 
and  ordered  to  be  engrosaad  and  read  a  third  time 
to-Boofrow* 

The  SpxAUg  Uid  before  the  Honaa  a  repon 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  a  system  prori** 
ding  fpr  ;he  abolition  of  the  existing  Indian  tra- 
ding esttblishmenu  of  the  United  Sutes.  an4 
ffovidiog  for  the  opening  of  the  trade  witn  tha 
ndians,  to  individuals,  under  fl^Qttable  regulations, 
"  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  ith  of  April  last;"  which  was  reliarrad  to 
the  Commiuee  on  Indian  A&irs. 

The  SpxAxaa  also  laid  beiS^ra  the  House  a  let** 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  coBtai»< 
JM  a  plan  for  the  final  adjustment  and  settlement 
01  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri,  aeoompaaied  with  tha 
draught  of  a  bill,  providiag  for  that  purpose,  pre^ 
pared  in  obedience  to  a  reeolutioa  of  this  Houaau 
of  the  Idth  of  April  last ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow. 

Ord^rtd^  That  the  bill  reported  on  the  4th 
instant  for  the  final  adjustment  of  certain  claima 
to  land  in  the  State  ol  Louisiana  and  Territory 
of  Missouri,  be  committed  to  the  Committees 
the  Whole  Ifst  appointed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  of  the  two  Houses  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  further  provisions,  by  law,  are  necessary  to 
insure  despatch,  accuracy,  and  neatness,  in  the 
printing  done  by  order  of  the  two  Houses  respae* 
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ttrely  ;  in  which  they  a»k  the  eoncorreoee  of  tliis 
HoQse. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and,  after  being 
amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  by 
inserting  therein  before  the  word  "  accuracy''  the 
word  "  ecoDomy,"  it  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  at  the  last  session,  (10th  Febru- 
ary^  1818,)  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri ;  whereupon 
it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  also  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  last 
appointed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  a  partial  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment for  the  year  1819 ;  the  engrossed  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  King ;  the  engrossed  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Barton ;  and  the  en- 

Srossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Adolphus 
nrghardt,  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
thet»ill  concerning  invalids,  [conferring  on  the 
Secretary  of  War  the  power  of  placing  invalids 
of  the  Revolution  on  the  pension  roll,  in  the  same 
manner  that  he  is  now  authorized  to  place  on  the 
pension  list  invalids  of  subsequent  wars.] 

The  bill  was  explained  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Blentucky,  on  whose  motion  it  received  some 
amendmentiL  rendered  necessary  by  acts  passed 
since  the  bill  was  framed  at  the  last  session,  and 
was  afterwards  reported  to  the  House,  by  whom 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  HoLMBB,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  rose  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
diffioiilty  which  embarrassed  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee  of  which  he  was  chairman.  In 
the  investigation  of  some  of  the  subjects  referred 
to  that  committee,  it  found  those  suojects  so  inti- 
matel]r  connected  with  some  confided  to  another 
committee,  that  it  was  difficult  to  proceed,  with- 
out infringinff  on  matters  not  referred  to  its  con- 
sideration, lie  alluded  to  the  subject  of  the 
Seminole  war.  That  war  involved  our  relations 
with  a  foreign  Power,  which  were  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations ;  but  an  im- 
portant incident  in  that  war,  the  execution  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  was  confided  to  the 
BAilitary  Committee ;  and,  in  proceeding  on  one 
sBbject,  they  could  not  well  avoid  theaOtber.  The 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  did  not,  there- 
fore, know  well  how  to  proceed,  unless  they  had 
the  whole  matter  before  them ;  and,  in  offering 
the  following  motion,  it  was  not  done  without  an 
understanding  to  that  effect  with  the  Committee 
on  Miliuiry  Affairs.  Mr.  H.  then  submitted  the 
following: 


Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Militaty  Albinbe 
disdianpod  from  the  farther  oonsideratum  of  eo  mack 
of  thePresident's  Message  as  relates  to  the  «zecatioa 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
war  with  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  ReUtions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  not 
been  apprized  till  this  morning,  of  the  diflieolty 
which  existed  on  this  subject.  He  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  the  motion,  and  it  had  been  the  in- 
tention of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  subject  referred 
to  in  the  resolution.  The  Military  Commirree 
would  still  have  abundant  business  to  occupy 
them,  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nelson  objected  to  this  course,  as 
he  thought  the  examination  of  the  Seminole  war, 
and  particularlv  of  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister,  belonged  properly  and  exclusively 
to  the  Military  Committee ;  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, averse  to  taking  the  subject  from  their  hands; 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTEB  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  changing  the  word  "  execution"  for  the 
word  '*  trial,"  as  it  was  the  word  in  the  original 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Harbison  suggested  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  retain  both  words. 

Mr.  PoiNDxxTBE  stated  that  his  object  was 
only  to  preserve  consistency  in  the  proeming,  by 
retaining  in  this  resolution  the  words  used  by 
the  President  in  his  Message  on  the  subject,  and 
in  the  original  reference  of  it.  The  President 
had  said  nothing  about  the  execudon  of  these 
men,  and  of  course  the  resolution  proposed  to 
refer  to  a  committee  a  subject  of  the  President's 
Message,  which  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Mea- 
sage.  dbc. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  66,  noes 
44. 

Mr.  Harbison  then  moved  to  add  the  word 
'*  execution^"  that  the  reference  might  embrace 
both  the  trial  and  execution. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  thought  this  would  be  impro- 
per ;  for,  although  he  was  nearl]^  indifferent  about 
the  question,  it  was  certainly  improper  to  refer 
to  a  committee,  as  a  part  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, what  the  Message  did  not  contain,  and  the 
Message  was  entirely  silent  about  the  execntioa 
of  the  individuals  named. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  HABRtBOH 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Maclat  suggested  whether  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  might  not  be  got  at  better 
by  simply  referring  those  documents  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  so  far  as  they  were 
connected  with  foreign  affairs.  The  trial  of  those 
men  seemed  to  him  a  subject  peculiarly  proper 
for  the  investigation  of  the  Military  Committee, 
and  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  it,  dbc. 

Mr.  Babbour,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  stated  what  had  been  done 
in  the  committee,  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
They  had  found  that,  in  investigating  our  rela- 
tions with  one  of  the  Powers  of  £urope,  the  Sem- 
inole war  necessarily  constituted  aa  important 
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ink  in  tbe  inqairf ,  bat  that  this  subject  was  re- 
erred  to  aaoilier  committee.  It  was  then  proper 
o  ascertain  the  sease  of  the  House  how  taey 
(booJd  proceed.  The  committee  wished  neither 
o  infrioge  on  the  duties  of  any  other  committee, 
lor  to  shrink  from  their  own.  As  to  what  haa 
leen  said  on  the  amendment,  he  obserred,  inci* 
ientaliy,  tbml  if  the  committee  went  into  an  in- 
resttgation  of  the  trial,  it  woald  be  proper  to 
>iir8iie  it  to  the  fruits  of  that  trial.  As  to  the 
loestion  of  reference,  he  should  be  satisfied  in 
wbaterer  way  it  was  decided,  &c. 

Mr.  JoBHSOH,  of  Kentucky,  had  readily  con- 
anted  to  this  transfer  of  the  subject,  because  he 
bought  the  military  question  was  not  so  import- 
int  as  the  political  question.  The  military  in- 
|uiry  could  resolt  in  nothing  but  a  report  of  facts, 
not  in  any  specific  recommendation.  The  Presi- 
Jent  had  the  power  to  act  when  an  officer  errs, 
*ren  to  striking  him  off  the  roll  of  the  Army.  He 
isked  if  circumstances,  seeing  that  the  President 
lad  refrained  from  any  exercise  of  his  power  in 
hia  case,  had  not  shown  that  the  conduct  of  the 
ifficer  was  thus  far  sustained  bjr  the  Bzecutire  ? 
[f  so,  the  committee  could  not  interfere  between 
ihem.  The  political  inquiry  was  of  a  different 
sharaeter.  That  was  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
aanon  has  acted  with  justice  and  in  good  Jaith 
towards  a  foreign  Power ;  and  in  what  or  where 
it  had  failed  in  ita  duties  to  that  Power.  If,  how- 
irer,  the  House  thought  proper  to  refer  the  mili- 
ary question,  or  any  other,  to  the  Military  Com- 
nittee,  he  would  promise  for  them  that  they  would 
Itscharge  tbeir  duty  faithfully. 

Mr.  HAaaiaoN  supported  the  view  taken  by 
Sir.  Macule.  It  would  certainly  be  highly  im- 
proper to  take  from  the  Military  Committee  this 
lubject  aito^ther — a  subject  which  was  so  strictlv 
nilitary,  one  already  referred  to  it,  and  one  which 
greatly  agitated  this  House.  It  would,  he  admit- 
ed,  be  proper  to  let  so  much  of  it  as  belonged  to 
breign  aflairs  be  referred  to  the  committee,  and 
eare  the  remainder  where  it  was. 

Mr.  Cobb  thoueht  all  this  proceeding  prema- 
ure,  because  the  documents  had  not  been  read  in 
ihe  House,  and  were  not  yet  laid  before  it,  since 
ordered  to  be  printed.  Reiving,  bowerer,  on  the 
correctness  ot  the  copies  which  had  appeared  in 
he  oewspapera,  he  thought  it  a  proper  sobiect  of 
nquirv  for  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
low  those  indiTiduals,  subjects  of  a  fojreign  na- 
ioD,  of  Qreat  Britain,  came  to  be  condemned  to 
leath  by  an  American  officer.  In  looking  into 
his  subject  there  would  be  found  some  very  in- 
eresting  questions,  intimately  connected  with 
lor  foreign  relations.  He  found,  for  one,  that 
hese  trials  established  an  entirely  new  principle 
a  the  law  of  nations.  He  found  it  announced 
»f  the  Commanding  Gkneral,  on  that  occasion, 

-  ^*aD  established  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations, 


he  had  not  learned  what  the  law  of  nations  was. 
He  then  mored  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing the  following : 

"  With  instructions  to  inquire  whether  in  said  trtsls 
the  Constiiution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
law  of  nations,  have  been  violated." 

This  motion  was  acreed  to. 

Mr.  Cobb,  then,  with  the  Tiew  of  obviating  the 
objections  to  the  resolution,  and  accommodate  it 
to  the  general  wish,  mored  some  further  amend- 
ments;  but 

Mr.  Babbour  cooceirinff  the  subject  one  in 
which  it  was  important  to  decide  rightly,  thought 
it  had  better  lie  on  the  table  one  day.  and  mored 
that  disposition  of  it. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  postponement, 
in  which  Mr.  Holmbs  opposed  it,  the  motion 
prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


that  anf  individual  of  a  nation  making  war 
against  the  citizens  of  any  other  nation,  they 
being  at  peace,  forfeits  his  alleffiance,  and  be- 
comes an  outlaw  and  a  pirate."    This,  Mr.  C.  _ 

aid  was  a  new  principle  to  him,  though  it  might       Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  MiUtay  Allaira 
M  found  ID  some  work  on  public  law,  from  which  I  be  discharged  from  the  farther  eonsideimtion  of  eo  much 


WEDIVE8DAT,  December  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caroliaa, 
Wilson  Nesbitt,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  SpBAUin  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  ia  on- 
position  to  the  petition  of  the  Qeaeral  Assembly 
of  that  Sute.  tor  a  donation  of  four  sections  of 
land  to  be  laid  off  as  a  town  for  tlie  seat  of  their 
government  for  twenty  years.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinnxtbe.  the  memorial 
of  the  convention  of  the  Sute  of  Miuissippi,  pre- 
sented on  the  17th  of  December,  1817,  praying 
for  an  extension  of  the  limits  of  that  State,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  7th 
instaati  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  of  Alabama  for  a  Sute  ^[oTemment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  peution  of  the 
LegisUture  of  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  pre- 
sented on  the  7ih  instant,  respecting  the  Judi- 
ciary Establishment  of  said  Territory,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTaa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  unfarorable  to  the 

S reposition  of  John  Qardiner,  to  supply  the  sol- 
iers  with  maps  of  their  bounty  Unds  at  a  reason- 
able price  i  wnich  was  read^nd  concurred  ii|. 

The  Spbakee  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint^giring  the 
result  of  sundry  assays  of  foreign  coins ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown;  An  act 
respecting  inrallds;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Lewis;  were  seferally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  HolmeBi 
as  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 
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of  Um  Pretident*!  Memiga  u  nlatM  ta  Uie  trial  df 
jlibnthiiot  and  Ambriatar,  and  the  coadact  of  tba  war 
widi  the  Seminole  Indiana;  and  that  the  wne  be  re- 
Snred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relationir  with  in- 
afcwtaaae  to  iofolve  whether,  in  aaid  triab,  the  Con- 
alitation  aad  lawv  of  the  United  Statea,  or  ^  l«w  of 
aationay  haye  been  nelated* 

Mr.  PoiNDBZTER  iBOTed  to  poatpone  the  farther 
eonaideffvlioo  of  the  reaolacioa  until  Mondmr; 
aUeging,  as  a  reason  for  the  motion,  that  the 
doeoments  were  not  in  possession  of  the  members, 
not  beinj^  yet  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House : 
the  pohhoatioii  of  them  in  a  newspaper  was  not 
a  proper  grennd  for  the  House  to  act  on.  Were 
the  resolation  for  a  referenee  merel)r  of  the  sub- 
ject to  this  or  that  committee,  as  originally  pro- 
poaed,  he  should  have  felt,  he  said,  perfectly  in- 
diiibrewt  respecting  It.  But,  since  the  amendment 
by  way  of  mstroction  to  the  committee,  an  em- 
phasis had  been  given  to  the  motion,  and  a  bear- 
ing by  implication,  which  made  it  necessary  to 
act  on  it  cautiously,  aud  with  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  subject.  He  was  not  prepared  to  pro- 
noonoe  an  opinion,  even  by  way  of  specific  in- 
struction to  a  committee,  uotil  the  doeuments  on 
which  that  opinion  must  be  founded  wore  offici- 
i^y  m  hia  possession.  If,  however,  the  s«b}ect 
was  not  postponed,  he  should  more  additional  in- 
stiuotions,  rendered  necessary  by  the  amendment. 

Mt,  Cobb  sasd,  as  an  inducement  ta  the  Houae 
not  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolve, 
that,  on  examining  further  into  the  subject,  he4iad 
disoovered  that  the  amendment  agreed  to  on  his 
suggestion  did  not  go  fhr  enough,  and  that  Air- 
ther  amendment  had  become  necessary.  With 
this  view  he  had  prepared  some  other  amend- 
ments, which  he  would  move  if  the  subject  was 
now  taken  up.  Mr.  C.  added  that  he  saw  no  rea- 
son lor  watting  for  doeumenu.  The  pronosed  in- 
oairv  relmed  to  subjects  referred  to  tn  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  and  it  wne  the  usual  and  common 
eomrse  to  refer  the  various  subjeem  of  the  Message 
to  eommittees  before  the  docnmenta  accompany- 
ing it  were  printed. 

Mr.  Floto  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution 
indefinitely,  under  the  impression  that  the  inquiry 
reforred  to  in  it  was  already  before  the  proper 
cnmBsittees.  If  the  Constitution  or  law  of  na* 
tions  had  been  violgted  by  any  of  the  oftcers 
of  the  Ctovemment,  as  had  been  suggested,  he 
thought  that  would  be  a  proper  subject  to  be  r»- 
fersed  to  a  committee  specially  raised  to  investi- 
gate it. 

Mr.  Ho4BU8  said  that  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  had  thought  the  matter  properly 
wuhin  the  pale  of  their  iuty ;  but,  havmg  seen 
that  it  was  specially  referred  to  another  commit- 
tee^ he  had  thoujp^ht  it  proper  to  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain the  sense  of  the  House  whether  the  subject 
ought  to  be  examined  by  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  or  not.  The  truth  is,  said  Mr.  H., 
wie  have  had  a  war  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  carried  on  some- 
what within  the  territories  of  a  nation  at  peace 
with  us.  The  conduct  of  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral was  a  subject  into  which  it  might  be  proper 


for  the  House  to  eatanuae.  So  fnr  na  lenpneted 
hia  military  conduct,  that  part  of  ike  sohgeet  be- 
longed to  tne  Military  Commiuee.  So  na  to  the 
Seminole  war--*-whatever  regarded  thnt  vmr,  with 
reference  to  its  military  eondnct,  and  to  thn  reln- 
tiotts  of  the  officer  and  the  army  U>  the  country, 
beloaged  to  the  Military  Committee.  But.  an 
far  as  reinted  to  the  caaea  of  Arbutbnot  and  Am- 
brister,  these  men  were  foreigners;  they  wem 
said  to  have  claimed  to  be  British  subjectsy  and 
it  was  thought  by  some  that  thej  owed  a  tempo* 
rary  allegiance  to  Spain.  In  thts  caeoi  then,  thn 
investigation  ap|ieared  to  bnlong  tn  the  Foreign 
Relation  Committee,  as  having  n  direct  con- 
nexion with  their  duties.  The  Committee  onlf 
wished  that  the  House  should  decide  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  to  examinn  the  anhjeet. 
If  the  House  n^atived  the  resolve,  the  Commits 
tee  of  Foreign  Relations  would  consider  itns  the 
wish  of  the  House  that  they  should  not  exnoaine 
the  snbieeL 

Mr*  SuExiiTB  spoke  in  favor  of  poatpenemeni: 
the  motion  and  amendment  he  thonghl,  were 
founded  on  documents  whkh  had»  indeed,  afH 
peered  in  the  newspapers,  but  were  net  in  pos- 
session of  the  House;  which  many  gentl 


might  not  even  have  seei^  and  could  not  be  Jjie- 
pared  to  act  u|»on.  Before  he  gave  a  vote  lira 
resolve  containing  an  iqsttuction  bencing  n^aiaat 
an  officer  of  very  high  character,  he  wished  ta 
examine  the  grooods  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dmba  was  in  favor  of  postponement,  na 
the  subject  waa  of  e  oomplicnted  ebniseier,  and 
ought  to  be  distributed,  perhaps,  among  aeveial 
committees.  Whatever  related  to  allied  viola- 
tions of  the  Constitution,  or  the  laws  of  war,  it 
appeared  to  him)  belonged  properly  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr.  Cobb  restaued  his  intention,  if  permiued, 
to  propose  to  divide  the  subject  among  di&rent 
committees. 

Mr.  RasA  s^d  that  the  question  prnsented  it- 
self now  in  a  shape  involving  considerations  of 
far  more  importance  than  at  first  view  it  seemed 
to  do.  As  he  wished  to  know  the  extent  of  the 
views  apd  objects  of  the  gentleman  from  Gewgia 
on  the  subject,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  wno 
moved  the  postponement  would  withdraw  the 
motioa,  to  give  Mr.  Cobs  an  opportunity  of  ofer« 
ing  his  amendments. 

Mr.  PoiMDBZTSR  declined  withdrawing  hia 
motion,  and  repeated  his  reasons  lor  hnriag  made 
it.  As  it  now  stood,  the  very  inqiiiry  contained 
in  the  resolve  implied  censure  on  tne  commander 
of  the  Southern  division  of  the  army,  and  re- 
quired r  full  investigation  before  it  was  decideJ 
on. 

Mr.  H0LMS8,  finding  the  debate  obliquely  en- 
tering into  the  merits  of  the  Seminole  wnr,  ^ 
proposed  to  withdraw  the  original  proposition  he 
offered  yesterday. 

This,  however,  he  could  not  eff*ecl,  because 
the  proposition  had  been  amended,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALZERsaid  that  the  resolution,  as  amend* 
ed,  involved  a  delicate  question.    If  it  did  not  im- 
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plicate  the  corieetoeM  of  the  eommaiidiDf  Qen* 
eial  in  the  Saminele  war,  it  certainly  did  lasiiia* 
ate  th^t  Ms  eoodnet  had  been  improper.  Ae  to 
wltat  liad  tafcen  place  on  the  Speaien  territory, 
Mr.  W.  thon^t  Uiit  House  had  no  right  to  inqatre 
into  ic,  aalesB  reprenatations  were  made  throng 
the  proper  amhority  oa  the  uihjeet  by  Spam. 
It  woola  be  time  eaoagh  for  Congren  to  act  oa 
that  qaettioa,  when  it  waa  properly  preeeated  to 
tlum.  What  he  asfcedi  woold  be  the  feelingt  of 
Qeaenl  JaekeoD  aad  hia  brave  oflieeie  aad  fel** 
low  raldiera^on  hearing  of  the  qaestion  beiag  agi- 
wed  here  ?  He  Mver  had  oelieved  bat  their 
coadact  bad  been  correct,  and  aecordtng  both  to 
law  aad  eoatttCiicioa ;  aad  that  tbef  hadMea  the 
wlTation  of  the  frontier  of  the  conatry  which  the 
honorable  aeotlemBi  from  Georgia  particalarly 
reprfseateeT  He  belicYed  that,  like  au  good  meo, 
the  more  tbeir  coiidaet  waa  investigated,  the  more 
it  iroold  be  approved— that  the  men  they  were 
tried,  the  brighter  they  weald  shioe* 

Mr.  Baldwin  aaid,  he  thought  it  advisable,  ae 
the  pcoposttioa  had  beea  the  sohje^  of  so  mlich 
diSeience  of  (^iaion,  and  was  li&ely  to  promote 
unreasonable  debate,  that  the  metioa  for  iadefi- 
ntte  postpoaement  should  prevaiL 

Mr.  JoaneoH^  of  Keatacfcy,  said,  if  the  motion 
for  poftpoaement  did  not  prevail,  he  proposed  to 
mors  saeh  a  reference  to  the  several  coauaitteea 
as  woald  be  sadafaotorv  to  alL  He  partkularly 
wished,  since  s6  enach  had  alreadv  been  said  on 
the  sobjeety  that  the  motion  should  not  be  pose- 
pooed,  but  an  opportunity  might  be  given  to  the 
proaer  eommtUeea  to  inveatigate  it. 

The  Bpaaaaa  inttomted  his  imprcssien  that 
the  whde  diaeneaion  had  beea  pKmatare,  aad 
that  the  original  propositioD,  being  one  of  mete 
leftrenee,  did  nee  authorize  the  range  wiiich  had 
been  taken  in  debate.  Gkatknien  on  all  haads 
appeared  dispoeed,  he  thought,  to  anticipate  the 
debate  which  would  more  properly  take  place  at 
a  diffBreat  stage  of  the  buaiaesa,  after  the  coaMait- 
tees  shonld  make  their  reports* 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  hia  views  oa  the  sahjeet 
of  the  latitude  of  debate  were  the  same  as  the 
Speaker's ;  b«i  as  a  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement, whkh  went  to  the  princi|^  or  the 
qaesttoe,  was  now  made,  he  thought  himself 
ealied  epoa  to  state  why  he  conid  not  asseat  to 
it,  and  why  he  wished  the  inqniry  te  proceed  as 
proposed.  The  subjects  embraced  by  the  resolu- 
tioa,  he  said,  were  two:  the  Seminole  war,  and 
the  trials  of  Arbutbnot  and  Ambrister.  Did  this 
Seminole  war  or  these  uials  ef  Arbethnet  and 
Ambrbier  concern  onr  foreign  relations  1  Were 
they  likely  to  involve  us  in  any  disputes  with  for- 
eign Powers,  or  to  aAct  the  relations  of  this  with 
any  other  Qevernment  1  if  so,  the  subject  be- 
longed properly  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
laltens.  Hia  own  opinion  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  that 
these  matters  had  an  intimate  connexion  with 
oor  foreign  rebtions.  It  was  somewhat  donbe- 
fnJ,  he  continued,  whether  the  whde  of  this  war 
had  not  been  waged  on  unconstitutional  princi- 

Sles.    He  hnew  very  well,  he  said,  that  it  had 
eretofore  been  urged  in  this  Hoiue,  and  waa  a 


recmved  opinion,  that,  under  a  law  now  in  eac- 
isienoe,  the  President  could  employ  the  militarf 
force  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  r^ 
peliing  invasion  by  the  InJIians.    But  he  had 
never  uaderstood  that  this  power  extended  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.    It  was  yet  a  question^  whether,  under 
the  plea  or  pretext  of  an  iavasien  from  without 
the  limiu  of  the  United  Stales,  oor  army  could 
be  ordered  vrttbout  the  limits  of  the  United  Stataa 
to  proseeote  a  war  even  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
But,  if  this  power  did  actually  exist,  it  followed 
that  the  Prestdeat  of  the  United  States  could  de- 
clare a  war  without  the  assent  of  Congress,  unleas 
the  conclusion  waa  dmwn  that  it  was  not  wee  to 
send  a  detachment  of  our  army  to  carry  on  op- 
erations bef  oad  our  own  limits.    It  is  either  war, 
said  Mr.  C.,  or  it  is  not  war.    If  it  is,  Congrem, 
under  the  Constitotion,  aloae  has  authoritf  to 
make  k.    If  it  be  not  war^  said  he,  and  we  must 
ffive  it  some  other  name,  let  it  be  called  a  man- 
lilltttg  expedition  which  the  President  has  a  right 
to  direct  whenever  he  pleases.    It  presented  e 
question  on  which  h  was  high  tiSM  sonse  prin- 
ciple should  be  established,  if  ao  such  rule  had 
existed  heretofore.    Mr.  C.  acknowledged  that  at 
the  last  session  this  qaeatioa  might  have  been 
brought  forward.    That  it  was  not,  however,  wae 
no  reason  why  the  House  shonid  now  act  equally 
eironeonsly.    it  was  time  to  setthi  the  question 
whether  the  President  could  make  or  carry  on  war 
against  any  nation,  savage  or  civilhwd^  vrithenc 
theanthorityof  Cengrees.  But anotherimportant 
question  was  embraced  by  the  resolution  on  the 
table  whioh  it  was  now  proposed  to  postpone.  The 
President,  he  said,  had  informed  the  House  that 
a  war  had  been  carried  on  by  our  troops  on  the 
Spanish  territory,  in  the  coarse  of  which  St. 
Marks  and  Pensacola  had  been  occupied.    In  the 
same  Message  in  which  this  ftuBt  was  aaaeuneed, 
the  President  had  told  Congress  that  tbeccni- 
mending  Geneml  had  been  led  te  the  occupation 
of  those  posta  by  ihcts  which  came  to  his  koowU 
edge  whilst  on  the  theatre  of  action.    Mr.  C. 
said  he  wished  to  know  what  these  hota  were; 
and,  inasmuch  as  this  coold  not  but  be  a  proceeds 
ing  affecting  our  relations  with  a  foreign  PewWj 
it  appeared  to  him  properly  to  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  to  inquire  into  if. 
Mr.  C  said  he  kaew  the  reasoa  which  the  newsp 
papers  had  given  for  this  proceeding.    It  was, 
that  Spain,  Mng  a  neutral  Power,  had  failed  to 
control  the  Indian  hostility  to  us  from  within  her 
limits.    But  the  subject  for  inquiry  was,  who  was 
responsible  for  this  proceeding  against  the  Span- 
ish poasessioas?  Who  was  to  answer  to  the  world 
for  It  ?   Was  it  not  the  nation  at  large  1   Was  k 
contended  thai  this  burden  could  al  pleasure  be 
shifted  from  the  shoulders  of  the  nation  to  those 
of  an  individual  ?    If  not,  it  became  necessary 
to  inquire  whether  the  measure  had  been  au- 
tborixed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States.    Has  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  said  Mr.  C,  directed  the  Spanish  posta 
to  be  taken  1     If  not,  had  any  subordinate  oft- 
cer  a  right  to  take  them  ?    He  was  free  to  say 
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tbat  the  President  was  right  in  saying  chat  he 
had  no  authority  to  direct  the  taking  or  retaining 
them :  and  he  was  equally  free  to  say  that  he 
who  did  direct  it  had  violated  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates.  The  pretext  of  the  violation 
of  her  neutrality  by  Spain,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  no 
excuse  for  the  act.  If  she  had  violated  her  neu* 
trality,  it  was  the  business  of  the  nation,  and  not 
of  any  particular  officer  of  the  army  or  Govern- 
ment who  chose  to  take  it  into  his  hands.  These 
aujfgestions  he  threw  out  to  show  the  propriety  of 
this  subject  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations.  He  had  discovered,  he  said, 
from  the  Message  of  the  President,  that  he  dis- 
claimed the  power  of  occupying  the  Spanish 
posts.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  if  the  doctrine  were 
once  tolerated,  that,  under  the  cloak,  if  he  miffht 
so  express  it,  of  prosecuting  a  war  against  an  In- 
dian tribe^  a  military  officer  may,  without  the  au- 
thority of  Congress,  proceed  to  hostilities  against 
a  foreign  nation,  because  they  took  part  with  the 
Indians,  it  was  established  that  there  was  a  mode 
of  makjng  war  with  a  foreign  nation  without 
Congress  declaring  it.  With  any  man  of  eon- 
aideration,  it  must  be  a  matter  of  some  conse- 
quence that  a  war  could  be  waged  without  the 
consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation.  We 
see  at  once,  said  Mr.  C,  that  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  is  nugatory,  and  does  not  protect 
the  nation  from  bemg  involved  in  war  without 
its  consent. 

The  Speaker  here  interposed.  He  had  hoped, 
he  said,  at  least  after  the  gentleman's  concur- 
rence in  opinion  with  the  Chair,  that  he  would 
not  have  gone  into  a  discussion  on  this  collat- 
eral question,  to  which  no  bounds  could  be  as- 
siffned. 

Mr.  Cobb  waived  any  further  remarks  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  £DWABDB^a|^reed  in  opinion  with  the  Chair 
respecting  the  latitude  of  denate,  and  was  willing 
to  await  a  disclosure  of  all  the  facts  before  he 
made  up  a  final  decision  on  the  subject  of  inves- 
tigation. But,  said  he,  are  we  to  be  deterred  from 
inquiry  because,  as  has  been  intimated,  the  in- 

Suiry  will  involve  the  censure  of  a  high  officer  of 
ie  Army?  I  protest,  and  always  shall,  against 
doctrines  of  that  sort.  Let  it  censure  him  or  not, 
no  matter  who  is  the  officer,  I  shall  vote  for  in* 
qnirv  into  any  public  matter^  from  which  I  shall 
not  be  deterred  by  the  elevation  of  character,  or 
station  of  the  officer  whose  character  is  to  be  in- 
quired into.  For  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  rejecting  or  postponing  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Taylor  said,  he  had  been  unfortunately 
called  out  when  the  resolution  was  yesterday  in- 
troduced ;  but,  when  he  heard  of  it.  it  was  with 
surprise — surprise,  not  that  the  subject  was  not 
in  Itself  important,  but  because  it  was  already  re- 
ferred in  the  most  ample  manner.  Whatever 
was  in  the  Message  touching  our  foreign  con- 
cerns, had,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations ; 
and  it  was  their  business,  he  thought,  to  have 
acted  on  i(|  without  coming  to  this  fiouse  for  in- 
atruotioBs.    It  was  not  very  long,  he  said,  that  he 


had  been  a  member  of  this  House ;  bat,  short  u 
was  the  time,  an  injurious  i>ractiee  had  been  since 
then  introduced.  At  that  time,  it  was  the  custom 
for  committees  to  examine  and  report  on  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  them;  but  now, at  the so^gestion 
of  any  gentleman,  instructions  were  giren  to 
committees  on  subjects  already  referred  to  theoi, 
and  which,  without  anv  instructions,  it  would  be 
their  busine^  to  bring  before  the  House.  Mr.  T. 
went  on  to  say,  that  things  were  already  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  state  before  the  committees  that 
they  would  be  were  the  resolve  to  pass.  He 
thought  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  partia^ 
larly  unfortunate,  too,  as  it  was  calculated  to  of 
cite  a  discussion  on  a  subject,  vastly  important  in 
all  its  bearings,  not  fully  befocp  the  House.  He 
hoped  the  resolution'  would  t^e  indefinitely  post- 
poned. The  Foreign  Committee  had  their  duty 
assigned  them ;  let  them  discharge  it.  The  Mili- 
tary Committee  had  also  theirs,  which  they  would 
no  doubt  discharge ;  and,  in  the  end,  he  hoped 
Congress  would  not  fail  to  do  theirs. 

Mr.  HoPKiHsoN,  as  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations,  hoped  the  motion  might 
be  indefinitely  postponed,  that  the  House  might 
afterwards  dispose  of  the  subject  as  they  chose. 
As  a  member  of  the  committee  which  had  unfor- 
tunately fallen  under  the  reprehension  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  for  what  it  had  done 
and  what  it  had  omitted,  Mr.  H.  said  he  took 
upon  himself  his  share  of  it,  with%ll  the  submis- 
sion due  to  the  censorial  power  restoi  in  that 
honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Flotd  rose  merely  to  say,  that,  in  moving 
the  postponement,  it  was  far  from  him  to  desire- 
to  avoid  investigation,  or  to  screen  any  <Acer, 
however  high,  if  anv  such  should  be  implicated 
in  it.  He  only  wished,  when  the  House  came 
to  a  discussion  of  this  subject,  that  it  should  be 
with  the  aid  of  all  the  lights  of  which  it  was  sus- 
ceptible. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  indefiaite  post- 
ponement of  the  resolution,  and  decided  ie  the 
affirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS,  dte. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  allowing  half-pay  pensions  of  fire  years  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  soldteis  enlisted 
for  twelve  months,  for  eighteen  months,  and  of 
the  militia  who  died  within  four  months  after 
their  return  home,  of  sickness  contracted  while 
in  service. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  a  debate  of  consider- 
able leuffth  took  place;  in  which  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Harribon,  T.  M.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 
JoBiiBON,  of  Kentucky,  and  Combtock.  rery 
earnestly  advocated  the  bill,  supporting  it  chiefly 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  required  not  only  by 
humanity,  but  bv  equal  justice,  as  the  objecu  to 
be  relieved  by  the  bill  were  as  much  entitled  to 
relief  as  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
died  after  their  return  home,  of  wounds  received 
in  service;  that  the  expense  was  inconsiderable 
compared  with  the  object,  particulariy  as  much 
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Tile  bill  was  as  earnestly  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Surra,  of  Maryland,  Taylor,  Terrbll,  Sim- 
kins,  and  LiTERMORK,  on  different  grounds ;  bat 
priDcipallT  for  tbe  reasons  that  the  GbTernment 
had  already  gone  far  enough — much  farther  than 
aoT  other  Gbrernment — in  reliering  the  iodirid- 
nal  distresses  consequent  on  the  war;  that,  ad- 
mitting the  prorision  to  be  proper  at  all,  it  would 
be  opening  tne  door  too  wiae  to  extend  it  to  cases 
of  death  within  four  months  after  the  return  of 
the  soldier  to  his  home ;  that  the  expense  would 
be  enormous;  that  feelings  of  humanity  ought 
to  hare  some  limit  in  public  expenditures,  and 
that  such  feelingsi  if  always  obeyed,  would  find 
the  whole  Treasury  insufficient ;  that  it  was  time 
to  draw  some  line  of  limitation,  dbc. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  that  he  should  be  among 
the  last  men  who  would  attempt  to  introduce 
iato  this  country  that  system  of  sinecures  and 
pensions  which  liad  produced  so  much  misery  in 
the  other  hemisphere  of  the  world,  diriding  al- 
most the  whole  |>opulation  of  Europe  into  two 
very  unequal  diwisions — the  one  extremely  rich, 
tbe  other  miserably  poor.  There  could,  how- 
ever, he  said,  be  no  danger  of  this  as  long  as  our 
free  Constitution  remains.  As  lone  as  the  money 
of  the  people  is  appropriated  by  tne  real  Repre- 
seniatires  of  the  people,  it  will  be  giren  only  for 
an  equlYalent  paiolic  service,  or  for  some  suffer- 
ing in  that  serwice  claiming  the  public  benefi- 
cence. An  exaonination  of  one  or  the  pension 
lists  of  a  modern  European  €k>vernment  would 
piesenl  a  very  different  aspect  from  that  on  your 
table.  Not  modetate  allowances  for  real  ser- 
vices, but  enormous  grants  for  nominal  dutiesyor 
for  services  to  a  Government  whose  interests  are 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  interest  of  the  nation. 
It  is  not  even  the  constant  and  unnecessary  wars 
in  which  these  Governments  are  engaged  that 
have  rendered  their  subjects  miserable,  but  the 
wild  profusion  and  extravagance  of  their  cor- 
rupt Courts.  It  is  this  which,  in  the  language 
of  our  great  countryman,  ^  obliges  the  European 
laborer  to  go  supperless  to  bed,  and  moisten  his 
bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow." 

There  are  two  kinds  of  suffering,  said  Mr.  H., 
in  the  poWc  service,  which  are  recognised  by 
our  Jaws  as- giving  a  claim  to  the  public  bounty. 
The  one  in  the  case  of  wounds,  or  disability  in- 
curred in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United 
Sutes.  The  other,  an  indirect  suffering,  as  in 
the  case  of  widows  or  children,  who  had  lost 
their  husbands  or  parents  in  tnat  way.  The 
claims  of  the  fint  are  not  questioned.  It  is  ad* 
mitted  by  all,  that  the  man  who  has  lost  a  leg  or 
an  arm  m  serving  the  nation,  as  it  lessens  his 
ability  to  maintain  himself,  should  be  provided 
for  during  the  continuance  of  his  disability.  But 
what  appears  to  me.  said  Mr.  H.,  to  be  a  singular 
inconsistency ;  to  tne  woman  who  has  lost  her 
husband  who  sopported  her,  the  child  its  parent, 
on  whose  exertions  alone  it  depended  for  main- 
tenance and  education,  our  laws  allow  a  limited 


assistance,  leaving  the  sufferers  often  in  a  worse 
ultuation  than  It  found  them. 

I  consider  this  difference,  said  Mr.  H.^  at  war 
with  the  dictates  of  justice,  of  sound  policy,  and 
the  first  republican  principles.  Permit  me,  BIr. 
Speaker,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  ask  what  was  the  mo- 
tive for  the  enactment  of  tbe  law  of  1810  in  re- 
lation to  pensions?  Was  it  to  establish  the  great 
national  principle  of  indemnity  to  the  suflwrers 
as  far  as  indemnity  could  be  given  ?  Or  was  it 
intended  as  a  mere  temporary  relief,  as  we  would 
throw  a  dollar  to  the  beggar  in  the  street?  If 
the  first  was  the  motive,  the  law  was  entirely 
inadequate  to  its  object.  If  the  second  was  the 
motive,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  unworthy  of  the 
nation. 

Equality,  in  the  contributions  for  the  public 
service,  is  one  of  the  first  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  public  burdens  are  to  fall  equally  upon 
all  in  pioportion  to  their  means.  No  individual, 
and  no  family  are  to  furnish  more  than  their 
just  share,  either  of  money  or  of  personal  ser- 
vice, without  an  equivalent* 

And  yet  here  are  1,800  families  who  have  con- 
tributed more  than  their  proportion;  some  of 
them  their  all  for  the  public  service.  You  can- 
not, indeed,  restore  the  husband  to  the  widow, 
the  parent  to  the  child— but  you  can  supply  their 
pluces  to  a  considerable  degree,  and,  I  think  that 
It  is  your  duty  to  do  it. 

The  principle  for  which  I  contend,  said  Mr. 
IL,  may  be  more  easily  calculated  by  applying 
it  to  a  small  community.  Let  us  suppose,  then, 
that  one  hundred  families  were  settled  upon  an 
island  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  at  such  a  distance 
from  every  civilized  State  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  form  one  of  themselves — their  situation 
would  make  it  purely  republican.  All  possess- 
ing equal  right,  and  all  bound  to  defend  their  lit- 
tle community  against  every  aggression.  The 
savsges  of  a  neighboring  island  attempt  to  dis- 
possess them ;  a  battle  ensues,  in  which  our  little 
communitv  is  victorious,  with  the  loss  of  five  of 
their  number  killltt  and  five  wounded.  The  sit- 
uation in  which  they  would  find  themselvei.  is 
one  for  which  thev  had  not  provided.  The 
wounded  men  would  say  to  the  others,  as  we 
have  been  rendered  unequal  to  the  maintenance 
of  our  families  by  wounds  received  for  the  ben- 
efit of  all,  it  is  just  that  we  should  receive  as- 
sistance from  you  to  cultivate  out  farms.  The 
claim  would  be  readily  admitted.  As  would,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  claims  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  had  fallen — but.  at  the  end 
of  five  years,  before  the  children  of  tne  widows 
had  reached  that  a^  when  thev  could  labor  for 
themselves  and  their  mothers,  they  are  told  that 
they  can  receivcno  further  aid  while  the  wound- 
ed men  are  provided  for  for  life.  If  this  princi- 
f>le  is  admitted  in  our  Qovernment,  our  militia 
aws  are  most  unjust  and  oppressive.  They  re- 
quire the  same  personal  service  to  be  rendered 
by  all,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  But  the  rich  mar- 
ried man  is  allowed  to  furnish  a  substitute— the 
poor  married  man,  unable  to  hire  one,  is  obliged 


S99 


mSTOilT  OF  OaHTCROSSB. 


880 


WL*ftL. 


■Am 


1«8. 


wJmb  caUed  opon  to  wttrt  m  penoo.  Ai  ihe 
poor,  then,  fight  all  four  battles,  which  is,  per- 
Laps,  unaToklable,  it  is  jast  and  right  the  coase- 
qoeneee  of  their  serviee  shoold  faU  as  lightly  as 
possible  oti  their  families.  In  the  late  war,  it 
was  to  their  ralor  aad  patriotinn  that  yoo  wen 
iadebted  for  the  preserration  of  Baltimore,  Nor- 
folki  and  New  Oi  leans,  and  your  Northern  aad 
Western  frontiers.  It  is  possible  that  when  the 
great  amporioms  of  yoar  eommeree  were  at* 
taoked,  some  wealthy  men  might  hare  bceo 
tband  in  the  ranks  with  Iheir  poor  felh>w«eiti- 
senSb  At  Baltimore,  for  instance,  there  might 
have  been  a  merchant,  possessed  of  a  fonnoe  of 
half  a  million  of  dollam,  pkoed  by  the  side  of  a 
mechanic  whose  family  depended  for  support  on 
the  daily  labor  of  his  hands.  The  former  might 
aaf  to  the  latter,  **  let  us  remember  that  we  fight 
for  oor  country,  onr  families,  and  our  property, 
let  «s  mther  die  than  anficr  onr  city  to  be  taken." 
The  latter  might  hare  answerod  mm  an  Amert> 
earn  citiaea  I  shall  always  be  miMlmg  to  defend 
my  ooontry  with  mr  iife^-and,  I  was  jnst  think- 
ing how  cneerfolly  I  wonld  aMet  the  enemy,  if 
my  sitnation  were  like  yoUrs.  If  yon  fail,  yon 
leave  your  family  in  afflnenee^if  the  lot  should 
be  mine,  I  leave  a  bebved  wife  and  children  to 
Ihe  eharity  of  an  nnfeeling  world.  Oor  laws 
are  naeqaal  and  onjnst  s  tbey  require  the  same 
personal  service  of  us  both,  when  one  day's  laber 
IS  of  more  importance  to  mv  fomily  than  twenty 
of  yours  would  be  to  your  mmily— that  I  would 
disregard  if  our  laws  had  provided  that  in  the 
event  of  my  fall,  the  wealth  which  I  have  sac- 
rificed myself  to  defend  should  be  taxed  to  sup- 
port my  orphan  children. 

Pass  but  this  law,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  aad  yon 
take  from  an  American  citizen,  called  on  to 
serve  his  country  in  the  field,  every  motive 
wbioh  would  present  him  from  doing  his  duty. 
An  American  army  would  be  a  band  of  heroes. 
The  tenderest  feelings  of  our  nature  are  not  in- 
oensistent  with  the  most  heroic  bravery.  There 
are  moments  when  the  powerful  influence  of 
domestic  attachment  tnll  flid  its  way  to  the 
bosom  of  the  warrior,  but,  unmiagled  with  any 
distressing  reflections  as  to  the  fortune  of  his 
family,  it  will  only  prove  an  incentive  to  the 
performance  of  his  duty* 

Permit  me,  air,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  giro  another 
exami»le  to  show  tbe  injustice  and  inequality  of 
the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  pensions.  It  is  a 
caae  as  nearly  similar  as  possible  to  that  which 
was  suted  a  few  days  ago  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  f  Mr.  Baanoiin.)  and  if  he  will  give  me 
lenve,  I  will  again  introduce  to  the  House  one  of 
the  widows  whose  ense  he  so  eloquently  sop- 
poKed.  I  will  tnke  the  one  who  has  received 
the  five  years'  pension,  and  contrast  the  sitnation 
of  herself  and  family  with  that  of  a  neighboring 
lidy,  whose  husband  had  lost  a  leg  in  the  late 
war*  Both  husbands  had  performed  the  same 
services,  in  the  same  corps,  and  with  the  same 
rank }  one  lost  his  life,  ano  tne  other  his  leg.  To 
the  latter  you  give  a  pension  for  life— -to  the  for 
mer  a  pension  for  five  yenre*    Is  there  any  equal- 


ity or  justice  in  this?  Is  it  not  settiagm  htiher 
value  upon  the  leg  of  one  man  than  ihe  Ine  af 
another  7  It  majr  be  said  that  in  the  one  ease  it 
isgtfen  to  the  mdividoal  who  suffered,  in  the 
other,  to  his  family*  Sir.  said  Mr.  H*,  is  not  the 
wife  and  the  children  identified  withtae  husband 
and  parent  1  The  misfortune  of  the  one  is  the 
misfortune  of  the  other,  and  there  ehooM  be  no 
dlfierence  in  the  relief  you  ofrer  them. 

The  principle  for  wnicb  I  contend  (said  Mr. 
H.)  is  not  a  new  one ;  it  is  sanctioned  bv  the 
practice  of  one.  at  least,  of  the  great  repabbes  of 
antiquity  and  oy  the  opinions  of  some  of  tht 
wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  lived.  la  tlie  ^e^ 
gaot  work  of  the  Abbe  Barthelemy,  entitled  the 
travels  of  Anacharsis,  (an  authentic  biatory  with 
a  fictitious  title,  as  every  one  knows,}  the  author 
brings  his  supoosed  traveller  to  Athens  at  the 
period  of  one  or  the  great  national  festivals.  The 
ceremonies  were  concluded  by  the  ndvanee  of  a 
herald  followed  by  a  number  of  young  men  com- 
pletely armed;  these,  said  he^  (admssmg  the 
assembled  Athenians  and  pointing  to  the  youths,) 
these  are  the  sons  of  those  patriots  who  have  &l\en 
in  the  service  of  their  country ;  they  have  been 
educated  at  the  public  expense  until  they  have 
reached  the  age  of  manhood,  and  are  now  to  be 
dismissed  to  their  femilies  clothed  and  nrm«d  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  Such  was  the  law  of 
Athens,  promulgated  by  Solon,  and  continued 
without  interruption  for  upwards  of  one  huodred 
and  fiAv  years^  until  she  was  first  corrupted  by 
the  gold  of  Philip,  and  her  liberties  finally  over- 
turned in  the  fatal  battle  of  Cheronea.  It  is  men- 
tioned by  Pericles  in  his  oration  over  the  Athe- 
nians who  fell  in  the  first  campaign  of  the  Pelo- 
fonnesian  war.  Referring  to  this  law,  he  conciuda 
is  speech  in  these  remarkable  words :  "  For  when 
virtue  is  best  rewarded,  then  will  patriotism  most 

frevaii."  Nor  is  this  neat  statesman  (said  Mr. 
I.)  the  only  evidence  l  can  adduce  to  show  the 
good  effects  produced  by  this  law  to  the  Athe- 
nians. [Here  Mr.  H.  read  an  extract  from  Stan- 
ley's life  of  SoloD,  showingthe  approbation  given 
to  this  law  by  Aristides,  Plato,  and  the  ancient 
historian  Laertius^  and  then  continued.]  I  con- 
sider these  authorities,  said  he,  as  decisive  of  the 
good  effects  produced  by  this  law  in  the  republic 
of  Athena--a  Government  more  nearly  assimi- 
lated to  our  own,  as  it  regards  tjie  prtaetpte 
upon  whieh  it  wns  founded,  than  anf  other  «i- 
cient  or  modern.  After  the  experience  of  a  cen- 
tury, the  ablest  statesmen  and  most  virtttoaamen 
declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  powerful  casses 
which  produced  that  ardent  patriotism  aad  heiuie 
valor  which  distinguished  the  period  that  has 
been  emphatically  denominaten  their  nge  of 
glory. 

The  eulogium  of  Aristides  upon  the  Athenians 
proves,  to  my  satisfaction  at  least,  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  before  the  House  will  not  pro- 
duce those  ruinous  consequences  to  the  Treaanry 
which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend.  Him- 
seli^  the  incorruptible  statesman  who  presided 
over  the  finances  of  his  nation ;  the  honeat  amn 
who  suffered  exile  rather  than  flatter  the  follies 
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of  his  co«BtrjB«a,  affOTds  \ht  best  evidende  tlMt 
it  prodoetd  no  pecQDiftry  ^mbtrnnoieDt  to  a 
State  whom  wiiMe  territory  can  acaroely  be  dis- 
eovered  ojpon  a  general  map  of  Eiiro|>e»  Amidst 
all  the  ealamities  wbieh  war  often  brings  apon  a 
nation,  tbe  Athenians  adhered  to  this  law  as  ihe 
sheet  anobor  of  their  hopes.  During  the  time  it 
was  in  force  their  oitf  was  three  times  taken  and 
twice  razed  to  the  ground*  At  the  time  that 
Pericles  was  apeakin||[,  the  whole  of  their  oonti- 
nental  territory  was  m  possession  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  ravaged  with  nre  and  sword.  A  pesti* 
ieoce  also  prevailed  within  the  city  with  a  malig- 
nity to  which  there  is  no  parallel  on  reoord'»Hin 
erent  which  gave  to  a  member  of  this  Honee 
(Mr.  Hopxinaoit)  an  opportnnity  for  an  histoti- 
cal  alleeion,  in  one  of  the  most  splendid  apeoi- 
raens  of  foreoaie  obqnenoe  which  this  conntfy 
hat  erer  witaesaed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  consider  that«  great  part  of 
the  ffioaef  whick  omv  be  taken  from  the  Treasury 
br  the  pasnge  of  this  bill  will  be  as  ueefnlly  em- 
plovtd  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  as  it  ooiild 
well  be.  The  pioas  and  patriotic  mothers  to  whom 
it  will  be  given  viU  employ  it  in  the  education 
of  their  sonS|and  they  will  never  cease  td  remind 
them  of  the  obligations  they  owe  to  their  country. 
(<  Emolate  the  patriotism  of  your  father,''  will  be 
the  rciiemted  leason  from  cbildbood  to  tnanhood. 
To  have  snth  Ussons  taught  to  every  yonlh  in 
the  eenotiy,  I,  said  Mr.  H.,  6hoold  be  willing  to 
give  the  yearly  batanees  wbieh  may  remain  in 
the  TreasQry  for  fifty  years  to  come.  There  is 
something  in  the  female  character  admirably  cal- 
culated to  gain  an  ascendency  over  the  minds  of 
those  violent  but  generous  youths,  who  are  formed 
by  natore  to  act  a  splendid  part  upon  the  ttieatre 
of  the  world ;  and  who,  when  a  proper  direction 
is  given  to  their  passions,  become  the  fViends  and 
bene^tors  of  naankind.  They  listen  with  more 
titeatien  lo  the  mild  adoMnitieas  of  the  mother, 
than  the  rougher  anadates  of  aniaiperioaafiitber. 
It  is  veiy  remaiteble  that  che  great  votariee^f 
liberty,  both  aadent  and  orodem,  have  reoeived 
the  impalsofron»  thie  souMe.  Th6  Graethi,fBni- 
t«is  and  Caaiius  of  Rome,  Agis  and  Oieomenes 
of  Sparta,  our  own  Washiogton,  and  perhaps 
Koseinskoi^  ave  a  few  not  of  uie  many  instances 
that  eenid  ha  addnoed. 

I  insider,  ^ay  Mr.  H^  tbe  law  of  1S16  not 
only  iaooflsiiiefit  with  other  laws,  but  with  itoelf. 
It  direets  that  when  the  widow  shall  be  married, 
and  the  chftdren  arrive  at  sixteen  years  of  ag^, 
tbe  pension  afaall  eease ;  but  it  does  not  make  a 
conthiiied  provbion  for  those  Who  have  not  ar- 
rived at  the  ag;e  of  sixteen;  and  man^  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  are  left  in  a  worse  situation 
than  it  found  them.  What,  for  instance,  can  a 
woman  with  {bur  or  fire  young  children  have 
been  able  to  save  out  of  forty-eight  dollars  per 
aonam?  It  has  eoabled  her  to  procure  a  few 
comforts  only,  of  which  she  will  more  sensibly 
feel  the  want,  when  the  means  of  procuring  them 
are  withdrawn,  than  if  she  had  never  enjoyed 
them.  It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  would  it  be 
my  wish,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  maxe  the  allowance 


perpaival,  but  to  limit  it  to  these  who  bad  aons 
to  the  period  of  their  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen. 
From  the  length,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  which  some 
gentltaiett  are  desirous  of  carrying  their  system 
of  economy,  I  apprehend  that  an  idea  is  enter- 
tained that  the  wealth  of  the  Treasury  fs  the 
strength  of  the  nation.    But,  however  true  the 

Srinciple  may  be  when  applied  to  monarchies^  I 
eny  its  oorreetaess  when  applied  to  a  republic. 
The  strength  of  a  repablic  eonsistB  in  the  oorreet 
principles  of  its  eitiiens.  Money  fs  therefbre 
never  misapplied  when  it  is  used  to  disseminate 
oorreet  prinoiples  among  the  people.  OiMtdyour 
Treasary,  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. Gtmrd  it,  say  I,  also,  against  every  onjnst 
claim,  and  every  expenditure  inconsistent  wf^ 
the  natttre  of  our  Oovemment«  Bat  open  it,  wide 
as  the  gates  bf  yonr  temples,  to  every  jnst  claim, 
aad  for  every  expenditure  which  has  for  its  ob« 
jeot  tbe  interest  or  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  eaid 
that  this  is  a  popnlar  measore.  It  is  so.  sir,  mid 
Mr.  H.  The  money  of  the  people  eoaid  not  be 
expended  more  to  their  satisfaction  than  by  the 
passage  'oi  thia  bHi.  Go  to  the  American  plough- 
man, and  speac  to  him  ef  Montgomery  and  fiier- 
eer,  of  Pike  and  of  Covington,  and  you  will  touob 
a  chord  that  vibmtcs  to  his  soal.  Ask  him  if  he 
is  wiUtng  that  their  families  should  be  eopported 
from  the  Treasury,  and  he  will  answer,  tbat,  al- 
thoQgh  poor,  he  is  just  and  honest ;  althongh  not 
a  lettered  man,  he  knows  the  sonree  of  the  hap- 
piness he  enjoys ;  of  the  immense  distance,  as  to 
rights,  which  separates  him  from  the  ploughman 
of  Korope-^  distance  as  great  as  the  wide  ocean 
wbieh  rolls  between  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  pwsons  who  are 
to  be  benefited  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  do  not 
come  before  you  upon  equal  ground  with  the 
horde  of  claiiDants  upon  whose  oases  you  daily 
decide.  They  are  allowed  to  solicit  for  them- 
eelvet-^tiiey  visit  the  members  at  their  lodgings, 
nod  nrge  their  pretensions  even  in  the  streets. 
The  veteran  of  the  Revolution,  when  soliciting 
year  justice,  is  permitted  to  exhibit,  upon  thS 
floor,  his  war-worn  countenance,  and  his  locbk 
bleached  under  the  helmet :  and  even  the  maimea 
soldier  ev  seaman  hobbles  upon  his  erutehee  to 
the  door  of  your  hall,  to  excite  your  pity«*^to  ask 
yoar  benevolence.  6at  the  persons  whose  feeble 
advocate  I  am  upon  this  occasion,  are  oMiged, 
from  the  delieaey  of  their  sex,  or  tne  tenderness 
of  their  age,  to  ooolne  their  sorrows  or  thehr 
sufiltrings  within  the  walls  of  their  own  cottages. 
Bdt|  suppose  it  were  otherwise ;  suppose  the 
many  hundred  widows  and  orphans,  the  relicts  of 
tJke  laie  war,  were  to  be  breugbt  before  us ;  with 
what  difierent  feelings  should  we  vote  upen  this 
occasion.  The  thing  cannot  b^— but  I  beg  fenr 
tiemen  to  give  some  scope  to  their  imaginations, 
and  persiwde  themselves  that  they  really  see  it. 
Here  a  venerable  matroo,  followed  by  a  lam 
family  of  children,'  there,  another,  in  tbe  full 
bloom  of  beauty,  a  widow  through  choice,  and 
under  a  sacred  vow  that  the  hero  who  had  onee 
Ailed  her  arms  shoaid  never  be  Mipplied  by  aiie« 
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ther.}  the  lorelf  boy  she  holds  by  the  hand  was 
an  orphan  before  he  saw  the  light ;  and  more 
and  more  unfortunate  than  Astyanaz,  had  nerer 
been  pressed  in  his  father's  arms,  and  dedicated 
to  his  country.  What  man,  said  Mr.  H^  could 
resist  this  a|}peal,  accompanied  bj  the  reflection 
that  their  misfortune  had  securea  his  own  hap- 
piness, and  the  safety  of  the  nation  7 

It  has  been  urged,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  H., 
as  a  reason  against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that 
the  Qof  ernment  had  done  all  that  could  be  ex- 
pected, having  complied  with  all  the  engage- 
ments they  had  made,  and  that  those  who  fell 
had  done  no  more  than  their  duty.  I  regretted 
extremely,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  hear  an  argument  of 
this  kind,  and  was  sorry  to  find  that  the  events 
of  the  late  war  were  so  illy  understood,  or  so 
badly  remembered.  Is  it  intended,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  assert  that  the  Gtorernment  can  owe  no  oMi- 
gation  to  its  citizens,  but  what  is  contained  in  a 
written  law  ?  This  is  a  dangerous  doctrine  to 
promulgate;  your  citizeas  may  imbibe  it-^nd 
wretched,  indeed,  must  that  republic  be,  where 
the  obligation  from  the  citizen  to  the  country, 
and  from  the  country  to  the  citizen,  is  to  be  de- 
termined by  a  written  law.  But  I  trust,  said  Mr. 
H.,  that  there  is  a  sentiment  of  duty  towards  his 
country,  in  every  American  bosom,  which  no 
legislature  can  impose,  which  no  law  ean  define. 
It  was,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  under  the  influence  of 
this  sentiment  that  thousands  of  your  fellow- 
citizens  acted  in  the  late  war.  What  but  this 
drew  the  veteran  Shelbj  from  the  comforts  to 
which  his  age  and  services  entitled  him ;  from 
the  dignified  station  of  Governor  of  a  most  re- 
spectable State,  to  encounter  the  hardships  of  a 
northern  campaign,  and  that,  toa  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  omcer  greatly  his  inferior  in  military 
talents  and  experience?  The  whole  Western 
population  acted  upon  this  principle,  as  they  did, 
1  am  persuaded,  in  other  parts  of  the  Union.  Bv 
this  principle  you  not  only  got  men  to  the  field, 
but,  when  m  the  field,  they  did  more  than  any 
law,  written  or  unwritten,  obliged  them  to  per- 
form. The  custom  of  war,  which  is  the  military 
law.  authorizes  an  officer  badly  wounded  to  retire. 
Had  the  gallant  Spencer  measured  his  duty  by 
this  law,  he  might  still  have  lived  n  blessing  to 
his  numerous  family.  He  was  badly  wounded 
in  the  head  and  tbi^h.  but  he  refused  to  leave 
his  post,  until  a  third  ball  pierced  his  heart. 
Where  was  the  law  whi6b  obliged  the  jgallant 
Captain  Ritchie  to  vow  never  to  leave  his  artil- 
lery alive?  He  remained  by  the  side  of  his 
piece,  bleeding  to  death,  when,  by  retiring,  he 
might  have  lived. 

When  your  citizens  thus,  sir,  disregarded  the 
obligations  of  law,  in  fightinff  your  battles,  will 
you  tell  their  widows  and  orphans,  who  apply  to 

Jou  for  relief,  that  vou  have  nothing  to  give, 
aving  complied  with  all  the  engagements  you 
made? 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  H.,  let  the  gentleman 
who  votes  against  this  bill,  return,  after  having 
done  80^  to  the  bosom  of  nis  own  family,  and 
when  he  finds   himself  snrrounded   by  every 


earthly  blessing ;  when  he  sees  happiness  beam- 
ing from  the  eyes  of  a  beloved  consort,  produced 
by  his  presence  and  his  safety,  let  him  think,  if 
he  can,  upon  those  wives  who  have  no  hasbands 
to  return  to  them  ;  upon  those  children  who  have 
no  parents  to  bless  tnem-— and  when^  sir,  he  per- 
forms the  pleasing  tadc  of  instructing  bis  chil- 
dren, particularly  the  darling  boy  whom,  in  ima- 
gination, he  may  destine  to  replace  him  here ; 
when  he  would  teach  them  a  lesson  of  patriot- 
ism, drawn  from  the  events  of  the  late  war,  and 
describes  the  heroism  of  Pike,  and  the  devotion 
of  Covington ;  when  he  has  made  the  impree- 
sion  he  wished,  and  sees  their  little  bosoms  heare 
with  emotion,  their  eyes  kindle  with  the  patriotic 
fire,  let  him  change  the  subject,  and  teach  them 
a  lesson  of  republican  economy,  and  tell  them, 
that^  notwithstanding  their  strong  claim  upon  his 
ffratitude,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  he 
had  yet  courage,  under  the  influence  of  a  mere 
Treasury  calculation,  to  consign  the  orphans  of 
these  men  to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  Let 
gentlemen  do  this  if  they  can.  I  cannol^  i  will 
not,  I  dare  not. 

The  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  and  order- 
ing it  to  a  third  reading,  was  at  length  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  87,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Pennsjlvania,  Andsr^ 
■on  of  Kentocky,  Anstin»  Baldwin*  Baibour  of  Ti^ 
ginia,  Baiber  of  Ohio,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  BJoimt, 
Boden,  Boss,  Biyan,  Claiborne,  Cmnstock,  Cook,  Da- 
vidson, Barle,  Edwsjds,  Floyd,  Folger,  Garnett,  Hai- 
riflon,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Henick,  Hetster,  Hitdi- 
cock,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  IrYing  of  New  Torik- 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Jonea^  Lawyer,  Little,  McLeaa 
of  niinoie,  W.  Maclay,  Mason  of  wsswachnsetts,  Mo- 
eer,  Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Mumlori, 
Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbht,  New, 
Newton,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Parrott,  Pattoson,  I^wUng, 
Pegram,  Peter,  Pin£U,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Qaaiisi, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogeis,  Rugglcs,  Samp- 
■on.  Savage,  Sciinyler,  Merwood,  Silsbee,  B.  Smin, 
A.  Smyth,  J.  8.  Smith,  Stem,  Stiother,  Teny,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Gs- 
loHna,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  WaUaee,  Wendovsr, 
Westerk>,  Whiteside,  Whitman,  WiUdn,  and  Wil- 
liams of  New  York. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Masifha- 
eetts,  Bsssett,  Bateman,  Bayley,  Bennett,  BnCler  of 
New  Hampshire,  CamfMl,  Cii^ett,  Cehb,  Cotaton, 
Crafts,  Ciawibrd,  Coshman,  Darlington,  Desha,  Draka, 
Ellicott,  Gage,  Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hasbronck,  Hubbard,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kirtland, 
Linn,  Livermore,  W.  P.  Meday,  McCoy,  Marchand, 
Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Middleton,  Mills,  Morton, 
Moieley,  J.  Nelson,  Orr,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Rich,  Ridiardi, 
Sawyer,  Scndder,  Settle,  Simkini,  Slocumb,  S.  Smith, 
Southard,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Tafl- 
madge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Toin^dns,  Townsend, 
Upham,  Williame  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  Norlli 
Carolina,  Wilson  of  Maseaehusett%  and  Wikon  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 
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TbdrsdaYj  December  10. 
The  Sfeaker  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  report 
of  the  tetio^  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmittiBg 
docomeiiiy  in  relation  to  the  Nary  Peniion  Faodj 
received  sioce  the  report  of  the  21st  ultimo,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  A&irs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  iostrocted  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpcdtencj  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Conicress,  of  the  12th  of 
April,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  to  the  inhabiuntsof  that 
jMrtion  of  Howard  coouty,  in  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, lying  north  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  west 
of  the  county  of  Su  Charles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  select  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill' for  uking  the 
fourth  ceosQs  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States;  and  Messrs.  Campbblu 
PiifOAix,  and  Fulleb,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Balowiii,  the- Committee  ob 
the  Jadicinry  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpediencjr  of  providing  by  law,  for  an  additional 
compenaation  to  the  marshal  and  district  aitor-. 
neys,  of  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
northern  district  of  New  York,  and  the  clerk  of 
the  district  court  for  the  eestero  district  of  Pean* 
sylvania. 

Mr.  RoBBRT  MooBB  presented  the  following 
resoltttiooj  which  was  read  and  rejected : 

RemUoet^  That  the  Committee  on  MUitaiy  Afisirs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  bounty  in  lands,  to  the  soldieni  who  enlistad 
twelve  months  previous  to  the  late  war,  and  who  served 
ont  the  peviods  of  their  enlistments,  snd  procured  U&eir 
honorable  discharges,  and  to  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  those  having  so  enlisted,  who  were 
killed  in  bnttle,  or  died  in  the  servics  of  their  country. 

On  motiop  of  Mr.  Stobbs,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  lay  before  this 
Hoose  copies  of  any  correspondence  between  the 
(xoveraor  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  and  Major 
Gkneral  Andrew  Jackson,  relative  to  the  arrest, 
or  other  proceedings  against  Captain  Obed 
Wright,  which  may  have  been  transmitted  to  any 
of  the  JS^ecutive  Departments  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Smitb,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  progress  that  has  been 
madeoofleran  act  of  Congress,  of  the  3d  of  March. 
1817,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart,  and  dispose  of 
cettatD  pablic  lands,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive  y^  whether 
four  townships  of  six  miles  square  each,  had  been 
laid  off,  and  reserved  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ; 
and  whether  any  agent  or  agents,  acting  for  the 
French  emigrants,  have  contracted  for  said  lands, 
and  on  what  terms;  and  whether  such  agent,  or 
ag[ents.  are  now  residing  on  said  land ;  together 
with  the  namber  of  French  emigrants  that  have 
made  settlements  on  said  reservation,  and  the 
prepress  that  has  been  made  in  the  culture  of  the 
vine  and  oUre. 

15th  Com.  8d  Sxaa.— 13 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Ricb,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  makinff  compensation  to  Aaron Balamy. 
of  Vergennes,  in  Vermont,  for  his  vessel,  captured 
by  the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  ihe  Sum- 
mer of  1813,  while  taking  on  board  a  cargo  of 
flour  Cor  the  United  States;  and  that  the  testi- 
mony taken  in  the  case,  under  a  commission  from 
the  late  Commissioaer  of  Claims,  be  referred  to  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbvim,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary 
in  the  ^  copv  right*  laws,"  in  relation  to  suits 
brought  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween citizens  of  the  same  State. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitted  on  the  7th  instant,  by 
Mr.  SiMKiNs ;  which  was  amended  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

lUtohedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  rei|uested  te  la]r  before  this  Mouse  a  statement 
of  the  sales,  public  and  private,  of  public  lands 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  the  purchase  moiiey 
of  which  has  not  been  fully  paid ;  the  respective 
years  in  which  such  sales  have  taken  place ;  the 
credits  |ft ven  on  such  sales ;  the  sums  which  have 
been  paid  thereon ;  those  which  are  now  due,  and 
the  periods  at  which  they  became  so ;  whether 
any  instalments  are  yet  to  fall  due,  and  to  what 
amount.  Also,  what  description  of  paper  has 
been  received,  and  what  is  now  receivable  in  pay- 
ment for  said  lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  ''  a  resolution  direct- 
ing a  survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina  f  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Jerveyi 
was  in  part  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  out,  without  concluding  the  subject,  the 
Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Captain  John  Cowan, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
whichsafter  much  debate,  the  report  was  reversed; 
and  being  reported  to  the  House,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  PrrKiii,  ^obbb.  and 
L1TT1.E,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  or  the 
House,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  if  any  further  provisions  are  necessary,  to 
insure  economy,  despatch, accuracy,  and  neatness, 
in  the  printing,  ordered  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  respectively. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS,  Ac. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  concerning 
widows  of  the  militia,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  being  on  its  passage— Mr.  Debha  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  67,  nays  77,  as 
follows: 
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¥■!.■ — Metm.  Abbot,  Adami,  Allen  of  MtMacha* 
■otts,  BtflMtt,  BateoMD,  Baylej,  Bennett,  Butler  of 
New  Hunpehire,  Batter  of  Louudana,  Campbell,  Cla- 
gett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cashman,  Dariington, 
Deriia,  Ellicott,Gage,Gilbert9  Haebronck,H<np»kinaon9 
Hubbard,  Huntington,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kiikland, 
Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  LiTormore,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Mo* 
Coy,  Marchand,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Jer. 
Nelson,  Palmer,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards, 
Riuggold,  Sawyer,  Scndder,  Settle,  Seybwt,  Simkins, 
Slocnmb,  S.  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Southard,  Speed, 
Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Talhnadge,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Uoham,  Wil- 
liams of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  Nortn  Carolina, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  snd  Wilson  of  PennsylTania. 
Nats — Messrs.    Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Austin, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Tiiginia,  Beecher,  Bellinger, 
Blount,  Boden,  Boss,  Claiborne,  Comstock,  Cook, 
Cruger,  DsTidson,  Earle,  Bdwards,  Errin  of  South 
Oaiolina,  Ftoyd,  Folger,  Oamett,  Hall  of  North  Car- 
olina, Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Herrick,Heister, 
Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hoetetter,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Jones,  McLean  of  Illinois,  W.  Maclay,  Mason 
of  Massachusetts,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  Mum- 
IM,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
Owen,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pindall, 
Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Queries,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sampson,  Savage, .  Schuyler,  Shaw,  Sherwood, 
Sil^ee,  Ballard  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  SCons, 
Teny,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North 
Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  Wallace,  WendoTer, 
Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  and  Williams  of  New 
Yoric 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  this  bill 
puss  f  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire. 

CADETS  AT  WEST  POINT. 

The  House  resoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last  session, 
"  for  the  admission  of  cadets  into  the  Military 
Aeademy ;"  [directing  that  in  all  applicatious  for 
the  admission  of  cadets  into  the  Military  Acade* 
my  at  West  Point,  a  preference  shall  be  given  to 
the  eons  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  killed 
in  battle,  or  who  died  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  late  war;  and  that  a 
forther  preference  shall  be  given  to  those  least 
able  to  educate  themselves,  and  best  qualified  for 
the  military  profession.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  last  clause,  directing  "a 
further  preference  to  be  given  to  those  least  able 
to  educate  themselves,  and  best  qualified  for  the 
military  profession,"  remarking  that  he  saw  no 
reason  for  the  preference,  and  until  he  heard 
something  convincing  in  faror  of  the  discrimina- 
tion, he  should  remain  of  opinion  that  it  ought 
to  be  stricken  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  Strother  addressed  the  Committee  at 
considerable  length,  in  opposition  to  the  object  of 
the  bill,  urgine  chiefly  that  it  was  sanctioning 
a  preference  of  a  particular  profession,  and  thus 
creating  a  privileged  order  in  the  community ; 
that  it  was  virtually  declaring  an  unnecessary 
jealousy  of  the  discretion  now  vested  in  the  War 
bepartment,  implying  an  opinion  that  it  was  not 
exercised  properly;  and  would,  moreover,  pre* 
*   ^e  it  from  selecting  the  most  fit  and  most  wor- 


thy }  and  was  perverting  the  true  object  of  the 
ioatitation,  which  was  established  for  the  general 
benefit,  &c. 

Messrs.  Hahbibon  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
replied  to  the  objections  of  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Strotbkr  ;  stating  that  the  bill  had  been  report- 
ed in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  a  late  distinguished  member  of  this 
House^  (Mr.  Robeetson,  of  Loaisiana ;)  that  the 
prorisioDs  of  the  bill  appeared  to  be  r^utred  by 
the  origiaal  purpose  of  the  institution ;  that,  ia- 
stead  of  creating  an  aristocracy,  it  would  tend  to 
counteract  any  such  thing,  as  the  objects  to  be 
selected  were  from  that  class  of  the  coumanify 
whose  pecuniary  circumstances  repreaaed  any 
tendency  towards  undue  influence. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bmith's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Tatlor  observed  that,  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  said  in  defence  of  this  bill,  its  ef 
feet  was  certainly  to  create  a  privileged  order  in 
the  country;  that,  although  the  selection  proposed 
might  be  expedient  and  laudable  to  a  eeruia  ex- 
tent, there  was  uo  doubt  that  the  department  now 
vested  with  the  selection  would  keep  in  view,  as 
far  as  was  proper^  the  principle  proposed ;  bat  it 
would  in  his  opinion  be  highly  improper  for  Coo* 
gresB  bv  a  formal  act  to  sanction  such  a  distinc- 
tion, in  lieu,  therefore^  of  the  provisions  at  pre- 
sent proposed  by  the  bill,  he  moved  the  following, 
as  a  substitute :  **  That  cadets  shall  heroifter  be 
*  admitted  into  the  Military  Aeadeoaj  at  West 
'  Point,  from  therespective  States  and  Territories, 
'  and  from  the  District  of  Columbia^  in  propor- 
'  tion  to  the  militia  returns  thereof."  ' 

Mr.  Harrison  again  protested  against  the  as- 
sertion that  this  bill  fostered  a  particular  order  ol 
men.  it  might  as  well  be  said  that  the  cbariuUe 
appropriations  for  Sunday  schooU  established  a 
privileged  order.  It  was  no  such  thing.  The  bill 
proposed  a  benefit  to  be  bestowed  chiefly  on  the 
poor  descendants  of  those  who  had  served  their 
coontrv. 

Mr.  Tatlor  replied,  that  if  there  were  Sunday 
schools  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
as  this  Academy  ¥ras  paid  for,  he  snould  object,  as 
he  did  now  to  its  expenditure  for  a  particular 
class  :  he  should  wish,  in  such  a  case,  the  benefit 
to  be  general,  as  he  did  in  this. 

Mr.  Southard  combatted  the  idea  that  thia 
bill  went  to  establish  any  aristocracy ;  It  would 
have  the  contrary  effect,  by  giving  to  the  poor  their 

gortion  of  the  benefits  of  an  institution  now  con- 
ned cbiefiy  to  the  rich,  who  sent  their  sons  there 
to  be  educated  free  of  expense,  dbc. 

Mr.  Harrison  reiterated  his  objections  to  the 
amendment,  and  observed,  in  addition  to  what 
he  had  submitted  already,  that  the  design  of  this 
bill  was  really  to  get  rid  of  a  practical  aristocra- 
cy, instead  of  creating  one;  for  it  was  a  fact,  he 
believed,  that  no  son  of  a  soldier  (by  the  term  he 
meant  not  also  to  include  officers)  had  ever  yet 
been  educated  at  the  Military  Academy.  Mr.  H. 
then  stated  that  if  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment 
should  prevail,  he  would  move  to  add  the  follow- 
ing :  **And  that  in  all  cases  the  preference  be 
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^  givea  to  Chose  whose  perenta  are  least  able  to 
'  edoeate  them ;"  and  intimated  that  he  shoald 
then  move  an  additional  section  requiring  cadets 
to  remain  at  the  Academf  until  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-fire years. 

Mr.  Clay  prefaced  the  motion  he  rose  to  make, 
by  obserTing,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the  bill, 
that  it  was  a  new  thing  to  hear  of  an  aristocracy 
of^the  poor :  he  sboQid  not  be  sorry  to  see  some- 
thfnff  like  soch  an  aristocracjr,  but  he  did  not 
think  the  bill  would  be  productire  of  that  or  any 
other  raluable  effect,  fieiie? iog  that  the  selec- 
tion might  be  jetj  well  left  with  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  whom  it  was  now  rested,  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  perceif  e  that  any  good  would  grow 
oQt  of  this  bill,  if  passed,  he  mo? ed  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise^  report  progress,  and  then  let  the  House 
g^et  rid  of  the  whole  subiect. 

This  motion  prevailed,  and,  the  bill  being  re« 
ported  to  the  House,  the  Committee  was  refused 
leare  to  sit  again ;  and  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 


Friday,  December  11. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  James  Wilde;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mrs  Williams  made  a  farorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Colonel  Isaac  Clark,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Clark,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  at  the 
time  of  making  an  inroad  into  the  country  of  the 
enemy  during  the  late  war;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTER  made  a  report,  recommending 
the  rejection  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the 
Qeneral  Anembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  re- 
specting the  settlers  on  certain  public  lands  in 
tne  district  of  Sbawneetown ;  which  was  con- 
carred  in. 

Mr.  P.  also  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  the 
act  *for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Tetritofj  of  Missouri  ;'* 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  MionLBTON  made  a  favorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Marquis  de  Vienne,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  making  provision  for  the  claim ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inouire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  tor  the  payment  of 
pensions,  when  tjie  pensioner,  by  reason  of  in- 
sanity or  other  cause,  is  legally  incapable  of  per- 
formins  the  acts  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  re^ 
ceive  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations 
or  modifications  are  required  in  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  establishing  ports  of  entry  and  de- 
livery. • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbbb,  the  Committee  on 


Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  procuring  the  field  notes  and  plats 
of  the  reserved  sections  within  tbe  Ohio  compa- 
ny's purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbrbick,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  act  entitled'  "An  act  for  changing  the  com- 
pensation of  receivers  and  registers  of  the  land 
offices,"  approved  on  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  re- 
quires any  amendment ;  and,  if  so,  what  amend- 
ment is  necessarv  to  be  made  to  the  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  SiiCKms,  tbe  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  Revolutionary^  Pensions  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  how  far  it  mav  be  expedient 
to  amend  the  law,  passed  during  the  first  session 
of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  granting  pensions  to 
Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent frauds  in  the  reception  of  pensions  by  pre- 
tended agents  of,  and  in  the  names  of,  pensioners, 
who  shall  have  died,  after  having,  once  or  often* 
er,  received  their  pensions. 

The  bill  for  authorixing  the  settlement  of  the 
acconnis  of  James  Wilde^  and  the  resolve  for  a 
survev  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  dkc.,  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate,  were  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  John  Porter,  ander- 
went  some  discussion  in  Committeeof  the  Whole, 
in  which  Messrs.  Babboub.  Rhba,  and  Smitb, 
of  Maryland,  engaged ;  and  being  reported  to  the 
House,  was  concurred  in  without  opposition* 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
memorial  of  A.  W.  Hamilton,  being  called  up, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nblbob,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  it,  and  leave  was  given  to  the  me- 
morialist to  withdraw  his  papers. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  after  recall- 
ing the  recollection  of  tbe  House  to  the  fact,  that, 
at  the  session  before  tbe  last,  he  had  proposed  a 
resolution  for  the  reduction  of  the.Army^  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  renew  that  proposition. 
He  yet  thought  the  measure  necessary.  In  all 
free  countries,  that  standing  armies  are  danger- 
ous to  liberty,  was  a  truih  generally  admitted, 
and,  in  this  country  particularly,  solemnly  recog- 
nised. In  this  belier.  he  said,  be  had  grown  up ; 
in  this  belief  he  had  lived.  His  opinion  as  to 
the  expediency  of  reducing  our  present  military 
force  remained  unaltered  by  the  events  which 
lusd  elapsed  since  he  before  sufgested  it ;  he  might 
say,  it  had  been  confirmed.  He  had  not  thought 
proper  at  the  last  session  to  introduce  this  resolu- 
tion. He  had  waited  in  the  hope  that  some  gen- 
tleman belter  qualified  to  sustam  it  would  make 
the  motion ;  in  that  hope  he  had  so  far  waited  at 
the  present  session.  No  one  having  undertaken 
what  he  now  conceived  bis  duty,  he  moved — 

<<Thst  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Afikirs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  Aimy  of  the  United  SUtes." 

Mr.  W.  not  wishing  to  hurry  the  motion,  ii 
was,  at  his  request,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  bill  aathorizing  the  distribatioo  of  a  sum 
of  monej  among  the  representatires  of  the  late 
Commooore  Bdward  Preble,  dtc,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  [The  object  of  this 
bill  was  explained  by  Mr.  Plbabantb.  It  is  to 
allow  the  usual  proportion  of  prize  money  for 
the  brig  Syren,  captured  for  a  breach  of  blockade 
by  our  squadron  off  Tripoli  in  1804.  and  taken  at 
that  time  into  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
but  subsequently  sold  at  a  reduced  price.]  The 
bill  was.  without  opposition,  ordered  to  be  en- 
(^ossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 


Moil  DAY,  December  14v 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Delaware,  Wil- 
LAAD  Hall,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Stobrb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in* 
habitants  of  the  State  of  New  York,  (the  Got- 
ernor  of  the  State,  and  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of  the  city,)  on  behalf  of  the  surviTiiig 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  umy ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  comnutted  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  thepetition  of  William  Jaclnon,  solicitor  for 
said  officers. 

Mv.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  which  was  read  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  to*morrow. 

Mr.  Williams  also  reported  a  bill  for  tho  re- 
lief of  Captain  John  Cowan  and  the  company 
under  his  command,  in  the  years  1814  and  I8l4 
which  was  read  t  wice^  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rbba  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Qibbs,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Samuel 
Gibbs,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Rice  Jones,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice 
Jones,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Montgomery; 
and  on  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpediency  of  authorizing  additional  evi- 
d«ice  in  support  of  the  claim  to  land,  of  the  said 
heirs,  derived  from  the  Spanish  Government, 
through  John  Montgomery,  to  be  received  by  the 
register  and  receiver  of  tne  land  office  east  of 
Pearl  river,  which  report  was  read ;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Alezsnder  Montgomery,  deceasea,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Ba- 
ker, and  the  legal  representatives  of  Peter  Trou- 
illet. 

Mr.  Claiborne,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 


State  of  Georgia,  and  to  whom  was  also  referred 
the  report  of  a  select  committee,  made  at  the  Itn 
session  on  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Carr,  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  George.  W.  Sevier,  made  report 
thereon,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  G.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Csrr,  and  othen, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  comq|itt«d  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  thefollowio; 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  to  increase  the  conpeoa- 
lion  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Pstnxet,  in 
Rhode  Island ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mst- 
thew  Barrow ;  in  which  they  ask  the  coacttrreoce 
of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsidiir 
or  THB  Uniteb  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  RqMretentaHvet  of  the  VmUdSUUa: 
In  compliance  with  a  retolation  of  the  Houm  of 
RepresentativeB,  of  the  10th  instant,  I  tnnsnit  i  »• 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  oopiei  of  the  oo^ 
reopondcnce  between  the  Ctovemor  of  Georgia  ud 
Major  General  Andrew  Jacksont  on  the  subject  of  At 
arrest  of  Oaptam  Obed  Wright 

JAHE8  MONROE. 
DiCBXBBn  13, 1818. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  correspondence,  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Uommittee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  iseom* 
mitted  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  establishing 
trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for  the 
organization  and  encouragement  of  schools  fot 
their  instruction  and  civilization,  were  discharged, 
and  the  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Aflairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Patuxet,  in  Rhode  Island,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  aad 
Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  aet  for 
the  relief  of  Matthew^Barrow,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing 
the  distribution  of  a  sum  of  money  among  the 
representatives  of  Commodore  Edward  Preble, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren,"  wss 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  t  leuer 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmiui^ 
information  of  the  progress  that  nas  been  m^^e 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  entitled  ''An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  d 
certain  public  lands,  for  the  encouragement  sod 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,"  rendered  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  10th 
iostant;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  ob 
the  table. 

FLORIDA  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  HoPKiKBON  submitted  a  motion,  requestisg 
the  President  to  lay  before  the  House,  if  he  sbomd 
not  deem  it  improper  to  do  so,  copies  of  any  in* 
structions  which  have  been  given  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  relative  to  th< 
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lateproeeedings  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
in  FloridtL. 

This  proposition  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pom* 
DSXTEB.  as  proposing  an  unasual  course^  and  one 
not  properly  within  the  province  of  this  House, 
bat  rather  of  the  Senate — the  treaty-making 
power.  To  obviate  this  objection  the  word  **  cor- 
respondence" was  sabstitated,  by  consent  of  Mr. 
iSoFKissoH,  who  considered  the  objection  rather 
one  of  form  than  substance,  for  the  word  "  instrue- 
tioos;"  and  the  resolution  was  otherwise  con- 
formed to  this  amendment. 

Having  been  so  amended,  on  a  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Rich,  of  the  propriety  of  waiting  to  see  whe- 
ther tke  information  desired  would  not  be  com- 
prised in  the  communication  on  the  subject  of 
oor  relations  with  Spain,  promised  in  the  Presi- 
deot's  Mesaage  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  and  after  some  conversation  on  that 
point— 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HoPKiNSOif  was  ordered  Co 
lie  on  tbe  tablo. 

EXTENSION  OF  MILITIA  PENSIONS. 

The  Mil  to  extend,  for  a  further  term  of  fire 
years,  the  pensions  granted  to  the  widows  and 
orphaoi  of  those  militia  who  died  or  fell  in  battle 
dmisff  the  late  war,  being  the  order  of  the  day, 
jnssed  through  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  and. 
Its  objecu  being  brieflv  eiplained  br  Mr.  Habhi- 
aoir,  was  reported  to  the  House  j  when  a  spirited 
debtte  arose  on  it,  Which  occupied  the  whole  of 
this  day's  sitting. 

Mr.  SiHKiHB.  of  South  Carolina,  opened  the 
debate.  The  bill  he  characterized  as  one  of  mag- 
oitode  in  priDciple,  and  worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration, also,  as  drawing  largel v  on  the  national 
parse.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on  the  ground 
that,  in  granting  fire  years'  pension  as  an  allevi- 
ation, for  the  time,  of  sudden  and  inextricable  dis- 
tress, the  Government  had  gone  far  enough;  and 
that,  if  poverty  was  a  proper  subject  for  the  mu- 
nificence of  Congress,  no  limit  could  be  assigned 
at  which  iu  liberality  would  pause.  The  same 
reasons  assigned  now  for  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
would  be  equally  valid  five  years  hence,  ana 
during  the  lives  of  those  who  were  the  objects  of 
its  bounty.  He  particularly  objected  to  the  pen- 
sion system,  carried  to  this  extreme,  as  leading  a 
class  of  people  to  look  to  the  Government  for 
support,  rather  than  exerting  that  industry  which 
would  snsuin  them  in  plenty  and  add  to  the  na- 
tional wealth.  As  to  the  obligation  of  gratitude^ 
Mr.  8.  argued,  it  bad  been  fully  complied  with. 
No  nation  on  the  globe  had  been  more  liberal  to 
those  who  had  suffered  in  the  service  of  their 
country  than  this,  and  he  was  not  for  going  fur- 
ther. This  it  was  probable  might  be  a  popular 
measure,  but  when  the  increase  of  taxation,  which 
such  expenses  would  probably  make  neces8ar|r, 
was  felt  by  the  people,  he  doubted  whether  it 
would  preserve  its  popularity.  Of  a  liberal  ex- 
penditure for  such  objects,  be  was  the  advocate; 
out  the  expenditure  vijghi  be  too  liberal,  and  had 
in  his  opinion  been  sumciently  so. 


Mr.  T.  M.  NcLBON,  of  Tirginia,  remarked,  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  that  the  amount  of  expenditure 
it  would  occasion  was  yearly  diminishing  by  the 
deaths  and  marriages  of  the  widows,  and  the  ar- 
rival at  maturity  of  the  orphans.  As  to  the  un- 
popularity of  the  measure,  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  there  could  not  be  expended  by  the  Gov- 
ernment any  part  of  its  revenue  which  would 
afford  such  general  satisfaction  as  that  which 
provides  for  the  helpless  and  destitute  widows 
and  orphans  who  were  reduced  to  distress  by  the 
loss  of  their  supporters  and  protectors  during  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  In  regard  to  pension  systems,  he  denied  that 
there  conlu  be  any  analogy  between  that  of  this 
Government  and  of  the  Governments  of  Europe: 
the  one  being  of  moderate  extent,  and  for  actual 
services,  the  other  of  enormous  extent,  and  be- 
stowed on  the  principle  of  favoritism  merely. 
Here,  he  said,  were  one  thousand  four  hundred 
individuals  concerned,  as  appeared  by  the  pension 
list,  who  had  contributed  tneir  all  to  the  service 
of  the  country*-the  parent  who  supported  and 
educated  the  child;  the  husband  on  whom  the 
wife  depended  for  protection  and  subsistence. 
The  principle,  he  said,  for  which  he  contended— 
that  the  familv  of  those  who  die  in  the  piiblie 
service  should  be  provided  for  by  the  public — had 
been  recognised  bv  the  best  men  and  the  oldest 
governments,  and  by  those  particularly  to  which 
ours  bore  the  greatest  resemblance;  which  he 
illustrated  by  a  reference  to  Anacharsis's  Travels, 
and  to  the  authors  quoted  in  that  work.  He  went 
into  an  argument,  enforced  by  cases  which  he 
stated,  to  show  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  refuse 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  died  in 
service  the  same  compensation  as  was  allowed  to 
those  who  survived,  but  had  been  wounded :  in 
the  one  case  the  pension  was  for  life,  and,  on  the 
same  principle,  ought  to  be  so  in  the  other.  He 
referred  to  the  gaUant  exploits  of  our  Captain 
Ritchie,  ColonelWood,  and  other  departea  he- 
roes, during  the  late  war,  to  show  the  devotion  to 
duty  and  to  the  country,  which  animated  the 
American  soldier;  and  hence  argued  that  it  was 
no  more  than  just  that  the  families  of  such  men 
should  be  sheltered  from  want  after  they  bad 
fallen.  In  regard  to  the  popularity  of  this  law. 
if  that  argument  were  to  have  weight,  he  would 
vouch  for  its  finding  favor  with  the  people.  Go 
to  any  farmer — to  any  ploughman  in  your  conn* 
try — tell  him  of  Montgomery  and  of^  Mercer,  of 
Pike  and  of  Covington,  and  you  touch  a  chord  to 
which  his  heart  responds.  Though  poor^  he  is 
generous ;  though  unlettered,  he  knows  the  his- 
tory of  his  country  sufllcientfy  to  appreciate  their 
services.  He  knows  the  nature  and  value  of  his 
rights  as  an  American  citizen,  and  he  entertains 
a  just  gratitude  for  the  services  of  those  who  es- 
tablished and  defended  them.  With  such  men, 
Mr.  H.  said,  this  measure  could  not  but  be  popu- 
lar. After  drawing  a  contrast  between  the  feli- 
city of  a  happy  and  prosperous  family,  and  the 
misery  of  one  bereft  of  its  only  support  and  pro* 
lector,  Mr.  H.  expressed  his  anxious  hope  that  the 


4)86 


HISTORT  OF  COKGSBSS. 


396 


H.orR. 


ExUnrim  tf  JUHKtia  PeiuUmt. 


DioniBn,  1818. 


1 

HoQM  woold  do  whateTer  was  in  its  power  to 
reliere  such  distress  bf  the  pMsage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill.  That  some  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
those  who  suffer  in  the  service  of  their  conn  try, 
would  be  certainly  agreed  bjr  •!!;  but  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  limit  to  this  provision,  he  pre* 
snmed  would  equally  be  agreed;  though,  with 
respect  to  what  that  limitation  should  be,  there 
might  be  expected  to  be  some  difference  of  opin- 
ion. He  should  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  any  shape ; 
but  desired,  if  it  should  pass,  to  make  it  as  little 
objectionable  as  possible  to  him.  He  therefore 
moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  destroy  the  distinction  in  the  amount  of  pen- 
sion between  the  officers  and  privates:  the  rea- 
sonableness of  which,  however  just  during  the 
service  of  them,  respectively,  he  could  not  see  as 
it  affected  their  families. 

After  some  observations  of  Mr.  Harbisou 
gainst,  and  Mr.  Rich  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
it  was  negatived  by  a  small  msjority. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill — 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  in  opposi- 
tion to  it.  The  reasons  assigned  for  this  renewal 
of  the  pensions  for  five  years,  he  said,  were  very 
different  from  those  which  were  urged  in  favor 
of  the  original  grant  of  five  years'  pension.  It 
was  then  said  that  the  regulars  had  bounty  land, 
which  went  to  their  families  after  their  decease, 
whilst  the  militia  had  none,  though  some  of  them 
bad  done  equal  service  with  the  regulars.  The 
pension  had  therefore  been  granted  to  place  them 
on  an  equal  footing.  The  bill  now  before  the 
House,  however,  was  founded  on  a  new  principle, 
of  importance  sufficient  to  induce  the  uouse  to 

Eiuse  Wore  they  sanctioned  it.  He  did  not  see 
ow  the  same  measure  could  be  refused  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  regulars  who  had  fallen 
in  battle,  nor  where  Congress  were  to  stop.  There 
must  be  some  limits  to  this  expenditure  on  the 
pension  bill;  which  limits,  he  thought,  would 
exclude  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  warmly  advocated 
the  bill,  which  ne  thought  bottomed  on  the  true 
principles  of  our  Government,  and  sustained  by 
justice,  without  reference  to  the  duties  of  charity 
and  gratitude.  Geographical  considerations,  he 
agreed,  ought  to  have  some  weight  in  favor  of] 
this  bill,  when  it  was  considered  how  great  was 
the  extent  of  our  country,  and  how  small  the  por- 
tion of  it  exposed  to  an  enemy ;  the  burden  of  the 
sufferings  in  such  defence  ought  to  be  equalized 
in  some  degree  by  a  contribution  from  the  com- 
mon purse  for  the  relief  of  those  who  suffered 
most  severely.  We  have  lately,  said  he,  voted 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  money  annually,  it  is 
computed,  (and  I  thank  God  for  it,)  for  the  relief 
of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war;  and  that  money  is  disbursed  in 
the  Eastern  States  principally,  the  West  having 
been  at  that  time  a  wilderness.  And  would  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Eastern  States  refuse  this  small 
distribution  of  pension  money  among  those  who 
had  wept  tears  of  blood  and  of  sorrow  over  the 


victories  of  the  late  war  7  The  whole  amount, 
he  stated,  of  these  pensions  was  not  more  than 
8100,000  annually ;  and  where  was  it  to  go  ?  To 
the  patrician  7  To  the  wealthy  favorite  of  for- 
tune 7  To  him  who  basked  in  the  sunshine  of 
ease  and  safety,  whilst  the  -brawny  arm  of  the 
inhabitant  of  the  West  wielded  his  rifle  and  his 
bayonet  in  his  defence?  No;  it  waa  to  so  to 
objects  which  must  command  regard— to  objects 
of  chsrity,  and  who  must  so  remain,  dbe.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  receive  the  favor 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  again  addressed  the  Hoow  in 
support  of  the  ground  he  had  before  takea.  I^ 
he  said,  the  House  were  to  give  the  reins  to  these 
feelings,  they  might  in  a  single  day  exhaust  the 
treasury  of  the  nation.  There  is  not  one  among 
us,  said  he,  though  we  may  not,  like  the  gentle- 
men from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  personally  have 
mingled  in  the  scenes,  who  does  not  feel  his  boeon 
dilate  with  sentiments  of  gratitude  towards  the 
gallant  defenders  of  their  country.  Bat,  was  this 
a  reason  why  there  should  be  no  limit  to  the  pen- 
sion list,  or  why  pensions  for  life  should  be  granted 
to  these  persons? — for  the  same  argument  would 
apply  to  pensions  for  life  as  had  been  applied  to 
the  proposition  for  extending  these  pensions  for 
five  years  longer.  A  regard  to  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  the  poucy  of  the  country,  was 
as  necessary  as  the  fieeling  of  gratitude.  With 
respect  to  the  popularity  of  this  measure,  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  knew  not  the  sentiments  of  his  eonstita* 
ents  respecting  it.  It  was  probable  it  would  be 
popular.  But  he  considered  h  imself,  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  not  a  representative  of  a  particular 
district,  but  of  the  whole  nation ;  and  he  should 
act,  in  that  capacity,  as  the  public  good  appeared 
to  him  to  require.  He  replied  to  several  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  insisted  more 
strongly  on  the  argument  that  its  tendency  would 
be,  as  far  as  it  extended,  to  weaken  the  spirit  of 
industry  and  enterprise.  The  history  of  England, 
he  said,  afforded  a  commentary  on  such  policy ; 
by  the  operation  of  her  poor  laws  and  pension 
svstem,  she  had  slided  into  an  expense  so  great, 
that  even  the  air  they  breathed,  and  the  light  of 
heaven,  were  become  subject  to  taxation.  He 
trusted,  he  said  in  conclusion,  that  he  should  al- 
ways feel  as  grateful  as  any  member  for  services 
rendered  to  the  public,  but  on  this  occasion  his 
object  was  to  restrain  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  to 
what  he  considered  the  sober  rules  of  reason. 

Mr.  PiTXiN  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  ffround  he  had  before  taken. 

Mr.  W.  P.  MACE.AT,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  a  fur^ 
ther  examination  of  collateral  provisions  of  other 
laws.  Negatived,  by  a  majority  of  one  or  two 
votes  only. 

Mr.  Haeribon  spoke  at  considerable  length  in 
support  of  his  view  of  this  question ;  and  summed 
up  his  opinions  in  the  broad  position^  that  the 
children  of  those  who  die  in  the  public  serviccL 
oaght  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense  until 
they  were  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  their  widows 
to  be  shielded  from  absolute  want,  at  least  until 
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in  a  titottion  to  proeoro  their  own  mftintenanec. 
He  asiig&ed  Tarions  reasons  in  support  of  the 
bill,  besioes  the  assertion  of  the  general  principle. 

Mr,  RtOE  moTed  another  amendment,  to  this 
effect:  that  no  pension  to  the  family  of  officers 
should  exceed  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month. 
This,  he  said,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent, 
more  than  the  allowance  to  privates,  and  was 
precisely  the  proportion,  between  officers  of  erery 
grade  snd  soldiers,  established  by  the  Revolo- 
tioosry  pension  act  of  the  last  session. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  71  to  47. 

Mr.  Oqi^b,  of  Pennsvlvania,  made  some  remarks 
is  opposition  to  the  billj  principally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  denying  the  similitude  between  this  class 
of  cases  and  that  of  the.survivin|;  Revolutionary 
officers  and  soldiers.  The  motives  which  had 
brought  them  into  the  field  were  difierent,  and 
the  rewards  of  the  Government  to  them  ouffht  to 
be  different.  The  soldiers  of  the  Revolution 
fooght  for  liberty;  those  of  the  late  war  for  fame 
and  fortune.  He  also  adverted  to  the  distinction 
between  the  regulars  and  militia,  which  was 
made  by  the  system  proposed  in  this  bill,  and 
which  he  considered  unjust. 

The  qnestiOn  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  an  d  de* 
cided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  78,  as 
follows : 

7iAt— Messrs.  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Bsldwin, 
Bariier  of  Ohio,  Beecher,.Bellinger,  Blaomfield,  Blount, 
Bodcn,  Butler  of  Louiiisna,  Colston,  Comstock,  Cook, 
Cmger,  Bsvidson,  Barle,  Ervin  of  South  Carolina, 
Flojd,  Fuller,  Gs;ge,  Gilbert,  Harrison,  Headriokf, 
Heibeit,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitchcock, 
Holmes,  Hostettcr,  Hubbard,  Irving  of  New  York, 
JohxMon  of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Lincoln,  Little,  McLean 
of  nUnoia,  W.  Maday,  Middleton,  Bobert  Moore,  Sam- 
uei  Moors,  Mumford,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Parrott, 
Patterson,  Pawling,  Pindal^  Pleasants,  Poindexter, 
Vorier,  Queries,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ssmpson, 
Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybert,  Silsbee,  B.  Smith, 
Alex.  Smyth,  Southard,  Storrs,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  S. 
Ganlina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Ken- 
tucky, WaUaoe,  Wendover,  Whiteaide,  Whitman,  and 
Wilkin. 


Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Austin,  Bali,  Bar- 
bour of  Virginia,  BasseCt,  Bateman,  Bayley,  Bennett, 
Bosi,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hampahhre,  Campbell, 
Claggett,  Claibome,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawlhrd,  Cush- 
man,  Darlington,  Desha,  Drake,  Edwards,  Elhcott, 
Gamett,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Haabiouck,  Hogg,  Hopkinson,  Hunter,  Johnson 
of  Yirsima,KiiiMy,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  P. 
Maday,  McC<nr,  Marehand,  Mason  of  Mssisehusetts, 
MerriU,  Mills,  Morton,  Mossley,  Jersmtsh  Nelson,  Orr, 
Owen,Psgram,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Ridi,  Richards,  Ruggles, 
Savage,  Scudder,  Sherwood,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Stiother, 
Talimadge,  Tan,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Teny,  Tompkins, 
Townsend,  Tudsr  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Westerio, 
Williams  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  N.  York,  WU- 
liams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Wilson  of  PennsyWania. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


TussDAT,  December  15. 

Mr.  Blount,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  East  Tennessee,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars, 
out  of  the  public  Treasury,  to  be  applied  in  re- 
moving the  obstructions  in  the  Muscle  Shoals,  in 
the  river  Tennessee. — Referred  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HuoH  Nelson,  from  the  Ciimmittee  on 
the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  on  the  7th 
inst.  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  holding  the 
courts  of  the  United  Sutes,  within  the  State  of 
Ohio,  alternatelv  at  Cincinnati,  and  such  other 
place,  as  may  be  hereafter  designated  by  law, 
made  a  report  against  the  proposition;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RoBEBT  MooBE,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  thefirct  insunt,on  the  petition  of  John 
B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  which  was  read:  when,  Mr.  M* 
reported  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  C.  Lucas 
and  Clement  B.  Penrose ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  or 
Keozie  and  Forsyth. 

Mr.  Colston  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  prefacing  it  with  the  remark, 
that,  as  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war  was  one 
which  considerably  agitated  the  public  mind,  and 
on  which  every  member  of  the  House,  and  the 
whole  community,  were  desirous  of  all  the  light 
which  could  be  thrown  on  it,  he  should  make  no 
apology  for  this  motion : 

Resohtdt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnesisd  to  lay  before  this  House  any  correspond- 
ence which  msy  have  taken  place  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R;oh,  who  thought  such  a 
motion  premature  until  the  information  promised 
in  the  President's  Message  should  have  been  laid 
before  the  House,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house on  Windmill  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rappahannock  river ;  and  also^  of  placing  a  float- 
ing light  on  Willoughby's  Shoals,  between  Lyn- 
haven  Bay  and  Hampton  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinoezteb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  several  islands, 
in  the  Tennessee  river,  lying  within  the  limits  or 
the  Alabama  Territory,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  said  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hitchcook,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
port  of  entry,  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  river,  in  the 
coanty  of  Geauga  and  State  of  Ohio. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesiobnt 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows  { 

7b  the  Bmue  of  Sgfre»eniaHve8  of  the  VnUed  SiateM  .• 
I  lay  before  the  House  of  Representativss  copies  of 
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the  icmauider  of  tiMdoeiiineiitiiy  igfcngd  to  in  the  me*- 1 
Mge  of  the  17th  of  last  month. 

JAlf£8  MONROE. 
DxcxKBU  16,  1818. 

The  Message  was  read,  and.  with  the  docn- 
ments,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITART  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Spbaxer  laid  before  the  Hoote  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  oliedieaee  to  a 
resolution  of  the  17th  of  April  last,  directing  him 
to  report  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  redoetion 
may  be  made  in  the  Military  reace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  Sutes,  with  safety  to  the 
public  ser?ice,  and  whether  any, 'aod^  if  any, 
what  change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  ration,  and 
ID  the  mode  of  issuing  it;  and  abo,  a  system  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Commissariat  for  the  Army ; 
whioh  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aftairs.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

DspABTKSHT  01  Wab,  Du,  11»  1618. 
In  compliance  with  a  rssolntion  of  the  House  of 


BmesentatiTes,  pssssd  the  17th  April  Isst, 
**  the  Secretary  or  War  to  report,  at  an  early  Miiod  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  Military  Peace 
EsUblkhment  of  the  United  Sutssb  with  safety  to 
the  public  serrice;  and  whether  any*  and,  if  any, 
what  chtnge  ought  to  be  made  in  the  ration  estab* 
^died  by  law,  and  in  the  mode  of  inroing  the  same ; 
and  also  to  report  a  system  ibr  the  establishment  of  a 
Commissariat  for  the  Army,"  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  foUowing  report : 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  a  suliject  in- 
volving so  many  particulars,  as  the  expense  of  our 
MHitary  BstaMishment,  it  will  be  necessary  lo  con« 
elder  it  under  dii^ct  and  jwoper  heads :  To  aaeertain, 
dhin,  *  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  reduetioas  may 
be  made  in  the  expenses  of  our  Milifaiy  EbtabUdi- 
mant,"  I  propose  to  consider  its  number,  organisation, 
pay  and  emoluments,  and  administration.  To  the 
one  or  the  other  of  these  heads  all  of  its  expenses 
may  be  traced ;  and,  if  they  are  greater  than  what 
they  ought  to  be,  we  mast  search  for  the  cause  in  the 
improper  extent  of  the  estabUshment ;  the  excessive 
number  of  officers  in  proportion  to  the  men ;  Uie  ex- 
travagance of  the  pay  or  emoluments^  or  the  want  of 
proper  responsibility  and  economy  in  its  administra- 
tion. 

Pursuing  the  subject  in  the  order  in  which  it  has 
been  stated,  Ae  first  question  which  offers  itself  for 
consideration,  is^  whether  our  Military  Establishment 
can  be  reduced  *Hrith  safety  to  the  ptublic  senrtce,"  or 
can  its  expenditures  be,  with  propriety,  reduced,  by 
reducing  the  Army  itselC  It  is  obvious  that,  viewed 
in  the  abstract,  km  questions  present  so  wide  a  field 
for  observation,  or  are  so  well  Mlculated  to  produce  a 
great  diversity  of  sentiment  mt  the  one  now  propoeej* 
Considered  as  an  original  question,  it  would  involve 
in  its  discussion  the  political  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, its  geographical  position  and  character,  the  num- 
ber and  distance  of  our  posts,  and  oar  relations  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  principal  European  Powers. 
It  is  conceived,  however,  that  a  satisfactory  view  of  it 
may  be  taken,  without  discussing  topics  so  extensive 
and  indefinite. 

The  Military  Establishments  of  1803  and  1808, 
have  been  adniitted,  almost  uniTeisally,  to  be  suffi- 


ciently smaB.  The  letter,  it  ie  true,  reeeivod  an  eo- 
laigement  fiom  the  uncertain  state  of  our  foreign  xeb- 
tioBs  at  that  time ;  but  the  former  was  establiiiliad  si 
a  period  of  profound  quiet,  (the  cemmenceniaat  of 
Mr.  ittflfeiaon  s  Admini^ration,)  and  was  pmfeasedly 
reduced,  wiUi  a  view  to  economy,  to  the  emaHmt  mras- 
her  then  euppeaed  to  be  ooaaistent  vrith  the  pvfefie 
fsfoty.  Assuming  these  as  a  standard,  and  firmparing 
the  present  estabUshment  (taking  into  the  ooopariaoii 
the  mcrease  of  our  country)  vrith  tliem,  a  Batidadoiy 
opinion  may  be  formed  on  a  subject,  which  otherwise 
might  admit  so  great  a  diveraity  of  opinion. 

Our  Military  Bsace  EstsUishmeat  is  limited,  try  ilw 
act  of  1815,  passed  at  the  termination  of  tlie  late  vrar, 
to  ten  thousand  men.  The  corps  of  engineers  and 
ordnsnce,  by  that  and  a  subsequent  act,  were  retuned 
as  they  then  existed ;  and  the  President  was  directed 
to  constitute  the  establishment  of  such  portions  of 
sitillery,  infontiy,  and  riflemen,  as  he  might  judge 
proper.  The  general  order  of  the  17th  May,  1815, 
fixes  the  artiUoy  at  8,S00,  the  fight  artUieiy  at  660, 
tiie  infontry  at  5,440,  and  the  rifles  at  660  piivatee 
and  matrosses.  Document  A  exhibits  a  etatemeat  of 
the  Military  EstabKshraent,  inelading  the  gensral 
stafl^  as  at  preeent  organised ;  and  B  exhihitB  a  stmSar 
view  of  those  of  180S  and  1806;  by  a  raforenea  to 
which  it  will  appear,  that  our  Military  EstaMishmenta, 
at  the  respective  period^  taken  in  the  order  of  their 
dates,  present  an  aggregate  of  8,323,  9,996,  and 
13,656.  It  ii  obvious  that  the  esUblishn^nt  of  1806, 
compared  vrith  the  then  wealth  and  population  of  the 
country,  tlie  number  and  extent  of  military  poets,  is 
larger  in  proportion  tiian  the  present;  but  the  unset- 
tled state  of  our  relations  witii  Prance  and  England, 
at  that  period,  renders  the  comparison  not  eatirefy 
just  Passing  that  of  1808,  let  us  compare  the  estab- 
lishment of  1803  with  die  present  To  form  a  correct 
comparison,  it  will  be  neeeesaxy  to  compare  the  capa- 
dtf  and  necessitf  of  Ae  country  then  with  those  of 
the  present  time.  Since  Aat  period  our  pomdation 
has  neariy  doubled,  and  our  wealth  more  Uian  doubled. 
We  have  added  Louisisoa  to  our  noasessions,  and 
widi  it  a  great  extent  of  frontier,  bom  maritime  and 
intend.  Witii  the  extension  of  our  frontier,  and  CIm 
incresse  of  our  commercial  cities^  our  miUtary  posts 
and  fortifications  have  been  greatly  multiplied,  boe- 
ument  marked  C  exhibits  the  number  and  posjtioni 
of  posts  in  the  yeer  1803,  and  document  D  thoee  of 
the  present  time;  by  a  reference  to  which,  it  will  be 
seen  thst,  at  the  former  period,  we  had  bnt  taiaity- 
seven  poets,  the  most  remote  of  which  was,  to  the 
north,  at  Mackinaw,  and  to  the  south,  at  Part  Sleii- 
dert,  on  MoUls  river ;  but  now  we  have  aeveaiy^aaa, 
wiiieh  occupy  a  line  of  frontier  pn^orttanaUy  ex- 
tended.  On  the  Lakes,  tlie  Mississippi,  Mlaasni,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Red  river,  our  poets  are  now,  or  wlH  be 
shortly,  extended,  for  the  protection  of  onr  trade,  and 
the  prsssrvation  of  the  peace  of  the  fiontiees,  to  Oieen 
Bay,  the  mouths  of  the  fit  Peters,  and  the  Tellew 
Stone  river,  Bellepoint,  and  Nachitoehea.  Dacnmeat 
marked  E  exhibits  a  statement  of  the  extent  of  the 
line  of  our  frontier,  inland  and  maritime^  with  Am 
distance  of  some  of  the  mors  rsmote  posts  from  the 
sSat  of  Government,  drawn  up  bj  Msjor  Long,  of  the 
topographical    engineers,  from   the   moot    apfsoted 


I^  then,  the  MiUtary  EsUMishment  of  1803  be  so- 
sumed  to  be  as  small  as  was  then  consistent  witb 
the  ssfoty  of  the  country,  our  present  eetabUshmsnt, 
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when  we  take  into  oompariioii  the  prodigioiiM  increaM 
of  weallfa,  popolatkm,  extent  of  territory,  nnmber  and 
dietaooe  of  militeiy  poeti,  cannot  be  prononneed  ex* 
traTagaat ;  Imt,  on  the  contrary,  after  a  fair  and  taU 
comparieoDy  that  of  the  former  period  mnst,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  aeoearitiea  and  capacity  of  the  conn  try,  be 
admitted  to  be  qnite  as  large  at  the  preaent;  and  on 
the  aaanmption  that  the  eatabliahment  of  18ClS  wai  at 
email  as  the  public  aa&ty  would  then  admit,  a  redac** 
tion  of  the  ezpenae  of  our  preaent  establishment  cannot 
be  made,  with  salety  to  the  pnblic  serrice,  by  redncing 
tiie  army.  In  coming  to  this  condnsion  I  hare  not 
OTerloohed  tiie  maxim,  thai  a  large  standing  army  is 
dangeions  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  that  our 
ultimate  vriianoe  for  defence  ought  to  be  on  the  militia. 
Its  most  xeahms  adTocate  must,  howerer,  acknowledge, 
that  m  standing  army,  to  a  limited  extent,  is  neeessanr, 
and  no  good  reason  can  be  asngned  whr  any  should 
exist,  hut  what  will  equally  prore  that  the  present  is 
not  too  laige.  To  consider  the  present  army  as  dan- 
gerous to  our  liberty,  partakes,  it  is  conceiTed,  more  of 
timidity  than  wisdom.  Not  to  insist  on  the  character 
of  the  officers,  who^  as  a  body,  are  high-minded  and 
hanorable  men,  attached  to  the  principles  of  freedom 
by  education  and  reflection,  what  wett-fonnded  appre- 
famision  can  there  be  from  an  establishment  distributed 
on  so  extended  a  frontier,  with  many  thousand  miles 
interrenhkg  between  die  extreme  points  occupied  t 
Bnt  the  danger,  it  mvf  be  said,  is  not  so  much  from 
its  numbers,  as  a  spirit  hostile  to  liberty,  by  which,  it 
is  supposed,  aO  regidar  armies  are  actuated  This  ob- 
serration  is  probably  true,  when  applied  to  standing 
armies  ooHeeted  into  large  and  powerftil  masses ;  but 
dispersed  as  ours  is»  oter  so  rest  asur&ce,  the  danger, 
I  conoeiTe,  ia  ef  an  opposite  character,  that  both  oA- 
cera  and  solars  will  h»e  their  military  hsAits  and 
IbeEngs,  by  sliding  gradually  into  those  purely  civil. 

I  proceed  next  to  conilder  whether  any  reduction 
ean  be  made  with  propriety  by  changing  the  organi- 
sation, or  by  reducing  the  number  of  officers  of  the  line, 
or  the  stafli  in  proportion  to  the  men.  It  is  obTious 
that,  as  the  officers  are  much  more  expensive  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  than  the  soldiers,  that  the  pay 
of  the  army,  in  relation  to  its  aggregate  numbera,must 
be  increased  or  duninbhed  in  £e  increase  or  the  dim- 
inntion  of  die  ftraser.  It  is  impossible  to  fix  any  ab- 
«olnte  pwnMirtkm  between  oAceis  and  men,  whieb  wili 
•nit  every  country  and  every  esrvioe ;  and  the  organi- 
anliott  of  dtfismit  eountries  and  of  different  periods,  in 
the  same  coontty,  has  aeoordingiy  varied  considerably. 
Omr  present  etganiiation,  of  wliteh  document  mafked 
A  WMilaine  an  exhibit,  is  probably  as  wsU  or  better 
edited  to  the  natme  of  our  country  and  servioe  than 
■ny  other,  ae  it  esems  to  be  the  reeuh  of  socparisnce ; 
£)r,  by  a  lefcrenee  to  document  marked  B,  it  will  be 
•sen  that  it  te  nearly  similar,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Senersl  slali^  in  which  the  nressnl  is  more  extsnsive, 
to  the  ofgeniuition  of  the  Mititaty  Estabttrim Ats  of 
1809  and  1806.  It  is  beiievad  that  the  proportion  ef 
•ffioers  ef  ^  line  to  tlie  men,  wili  requie  no  Anther 


The  staflC  as  organtied  by  tte  act  of  the  last  session, 
eombines  simplicitv  irith  efficiency,  and  is  considered 
to  be  superior  to  mt  of  the  periods  to  which  I  have 
refBrence.  In  estimating  the  expenses  of  the  army, 
and  particularly  that  of  the  staff,  the  two  most  expen- 
sive branehee  of  it,  the  engineer  and  ordnance  depart- 
ments, ought  netfrdrly  to  be  included.  Their  duties 
•re  oonneetod  with  the  permanent  preparation  and  de» 


fence  of  the  country,  and  have  so  Kttle  lefefence  to  the 
existing  establiihment,  that^  if  the  army  were  reduced 
to  a  single  regiment,  no  reduction  could  safely  be  made 
in  either  of  them.  To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
duties  of  the  other  branches  of  the  staff,  and,  eonse« 
qently,  the  number  of  officers  required,  we  mnst  take 
into  consideration  not  only  the  number  of  troops»  but, 
what  is  equally  essential,  the  nnmber  of  poets  and  ex- 
tent of  country  which  they  occupy.  Were  eur  Mih- 
taiy  Establishment  reduced  one-half,  it  is  obvioosthat, 
if  the  same  posts  continued  to  be  occupied,  which  now 
are,  the  same  nnmb^  of  officers  in  the  quaitermasier's, 
commissary's,  paymaster's,  medical,  and  adjutant  and 
inspsetor  general's  departments,  wouM  be  required. 

To  compare,  then,  as  is  someliBMs  dene,  our  staff 
with  thoss  of  European  armies,  asssmblsd  in  laige 
bodies,  is  manifestiv  unfair.  The  act  of  the  last  asa- 
sion,  it  ■  believed,  has  made  all  the  reduecien  whish 
ought  to  be  attempted.  It  has  rsndered  the  sieff  effi- 
cient  without  makmg  it  expensive.  8och  a  etaff  is  not 
only  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  of  the  tnny,  but  is 
also  nseessary  to  a  proper  economy  In  its  disburse- 
ments; and  should  an  attempt  be  made  at  retrench- 
ment, by  reducing  the  present  number,  it  would,  In  its 
eensequences,  probably  prove  wastcftil  and  sxtravagaAt. 

In  fact  no  part  of  our  militaiy  organization  requltts 
more  attention  in  peace  than  the  general  staff.  It  ii, 
in  every  service,  invariably  the  last  in  attaining  perfec- 
tion ;  and,  if  neglected  in  psace,  when  there  is  leisure, 
it  will  be  impossible,  in  the  midst  of  the  hu/iy  and 
bustle  of  wsr,  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  It  is  in  peace 
that  it  should  receive  a  perfect  organization,  ana  that 
the  officers  should  be  trained  to  method  and  punctti- 
ality,  so  that,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  instead 
of  creating  anew,  nothing  mors  diould  be  necessair 
tlmn  to  give  to  it  the  necessaiy  enlargement  In  this 
eounlary,  partioukrly,  the  stsIT  cannot  he  neglectsd 
with  impunity.  As  difficult  as  its  epet  aliens  ars^  In 
actual  service,  everywhere,  it  has  here  lo  enesunter 
great  and  peeaUar  mipediments,  from  the  extent  of  the 
eountry,  the  badness,  and  frequently  the  want  of  roods» 
and  the  sudden  and  unexpected  calb  which  are  often 
made  on  the  milhia.  If  it  ceuld  be  shewn  that  the 
staiC  in  its  present  extent,  was  not  nseessary  in 
peaccy  it  would,  with  the  view  taken,  be  unwito  to  lop 
off  any  of  its  branches,  which  would  be  necesaaiy  in 
sctnal  service.  With  a  defective  staff,  we  moM  catty 
on  our  military  opemtioas  wider  great  disadvanlsfee^ 
and  be  sipessd,  particniarly  at  the  ocmmenceaMnt  of 
a  war,  la  gnat  looms,  embarvassments,  and  disasters. 

Ae  intimately  connected  with  tins  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  proper  te  observe,  that  so  many  and  such 
distant  small  posts  as  our  service  requires,  not  only 
adds  to  the  expense  of  the  Army,  by  rendering  a  mote 
numerous  staff  necessary,  but  it  increases  Uie  price  of 
almost  every  articto  of  snp|dy,  and  the  difficulty  of  en- 
forcing a  proper  responsibility  and  economy.  To  an 
Army  thus  situated,  the  expenses  and  losses  resuhiQg 
firom  transporistion  alone  constitutes  a  considerable 
sum.  Under  the  best  management,  our  Army  must 
be  more  expensive,  even  were  our  supplies  equally 
cheap,  tiian  European  armies  collected  in  large  bodiea, 
in  tim  midst  of  popuk>us  and  wealthy  communities. 
These  observations  are  not  made  to  justi^r  an  im- 
proper management,  or  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
Houee  firom  so  important  a  subject,  as  the  expense  of 
our  Military  EstabUshment.  Thejr,  in  feet,  oaght  to 
have  an  opposite  effect ;  for.  Just  in  the  ssme  propor- 
tion that  it  is  liable  to  be  expeiarive,  ought  the  att«Br 
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.  tion  and  effort  of  the  QoTemment  to  be  rooied  to  con- 
fine its  ezpenMs  within  the  most  moderate  limtta 
which  may  be  practicable. 

'  The  next  qneitioii  which  presents  itself  for  consid- 
exatioB  is,  can  the  expenses  of  onr  Military  Establufh* 

•  ment  be  redoced»  without  injury  to  the  poUtc  serTioe, 
by  reducing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  1  There  is  no  class  in  the  community 
whose  compensation  has  advanced  less»  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  of  the  ReToIution,  than  that  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  Army.  While  money 
has  depreciated  more  rapidly  than  at  any  other  period, 
and  the  price  of  all  of  the  necessaries  of  life  has  ad- 
Tsnced  proportionably,  their  compensation  has  re- 
mained nearly  stationary.  The  eflects  are  severely 
felt  by  the  subaltern  officers.  It  requires  the  most 
rigid  economy  for  them  to  subsist  on  their  pay  and 

•  emoluments.  Documento  marked  F  and  G  exhibit 
the  pay  and  subsistence  during  the  Revolution,  and  as 
at  present  established ;  and  document  marked  H  ex- 
hiUts  the  allowance  of  dothingt  fuel,  forage,  tran^r- 
tetion,  quarters,  waiters,  stetionery,  and  straw,  at  the 

.  termination  6i  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  1602, 
1816,  and  1818.  By  a  reference  to  those  documents, 
it  will  be  seen  that,  under  most  of  the  heads,  the  va- 
riation of  the  different  periods  has  been  very  small ; 
and  tliat,  on  a  comparison  of  the  whole,  the  pay  of  an 
officer  is  not  near  equal  now,  if  allowance  is  made  for 
the  depreciation  of  money,  to  what  it  was  during  the 
Revolution*  I  will  abstain  from  further  remarks,  as  it 
must  be  obvious  from  these  stotemente  that  the  ex- 
pense of  our  Military  EstabUahment  cannot  be  mate- 
rially reduced,  without  injury  to  the  public  service,  by 
reducing  Uie  pay  and  emolumenta  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers. 

It  only  remains  to  consider,  in  relation  to  this  part 
of  the  vesolutian  of  the  House,  whetfaor  the  expense  of 
our  Milttaiy  Esteblishment  can  be  redilced  by  a  pn^ier 
attention  to  ito  administration,  or  by  a  more  rigid  en* 
Ibroement  of  responsibility  and  economy.  Our  Mili- 
tary Establishment  is  doubtless  susceptible  of  great 
improvement  in  ite  administration.  The  field  is  ex- 
tensive, and  the  attention  of  the  Government  has  not 
heretofore  been  so  strongly  directed  towtfds  it,  as  its 
importance  deserves.  Here  all  savings  are  real  gain, 
not  only  in  a  moneyed,  but  in  a  moral  and  political  point 
of  view.  An  inefficient  administration,  without  econ- 
omy or  responsibility,  not  only  exhausts  the  public  re- 
sources, but  strongly  tends  to  contominate  the  moral 
and  political  principles  of  the  officers  who  sm  charged 
with  the  disbursements  of  the  Army.  To  introduce, 
however,  a  high  state  of  economy  and  responsibility 
in  the  management  of  a  subject  so  extensive  and  com- 
plicated as  our  Militery  ]&tabUshment,  is  a  task  of 
great  difficulty,  and  requires  not  only  a  perfect  organ- 
.iiation  of  the  department  charged  with  it,  but  a  con- 
tinued energetic  and  judicious  enforcement  of  the 
laws  and  regulations  esteblished  fer  its  government. 
The  organization  is  the  proper  sphere  of  legislation, 
as  the  application  of  the  laws  and  regulations  is  that 
of  administration.  The  former  has  done  all,  or  nearly 
all^  that  can  be  done.  It  is  believed  that  the  organi- 
zation of  the  War  Department,  as  well  as  the  general 
staff  of  the  Army,  is  not  susceptible  of  much  improve- 
ment The  act  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  staff 
has  not  only  made  important  savings  in  the  expenses 
of  the  Anny,  but  has  given  both  to  the  depsrtment 
and  the  staff  a  much  more  efficient  organization  than 
they  ever  before  had.    Every  department  of  the  Army 


diarged  with  diibursemente  has  now  a  proper  betd^ 
who,  under  the  laws  and  regulations,  is  respouiUa 
for  ito  administration.  The  head  of  the  deptrUaeBt 
is  thus  freed  from  detail,  and  has  leisure  to  iaspeet 
and  control  the  whole  of  the  disbursements.  Mach 
time  and  reflection  will  be  required  to  bring  tke  sji- 
tem  into  complete  operation,  and  to  derive  from  it  ill 
the  advanteges  whicn  ought  to  be  expected.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  saving  which  may  result  from  it  cu  only 
be  ascertained  by  time  and  experience ;  but,  with  u 
attentive  and  vigorous  admimstration,  itdoobtlenwiD 
be  considerable.  In  war  it  will  be  mudi  mon  difS- 
cult  to  enforce  economy  and  responsibility;  hot  with 
a  system  well  organized,  and  with  offioan  tnincd  tp 
method  and  punctuality,  much  of  the  waale  andfraodi 
which  would  otherwise  take  place  in  war,  wiU  be  pre- 
vented. In  peace  there  can  be  no  insopenble  ^• 
culty  in  attamiog  a  high  degree  of  responiibUity  ud 
economy.  The  mere  moneyed  responsibility,  or  thit 
of  purchases  and  disbursements,  will  be  etiUy  es- 
forced.  The  public  now  sustains  much  greater  looei 
in  the  waste  and  impro^use  of  public  property,  than 
in  ito  moneyed  transactions.  In  our  MUitaiy  £it«i>> 
lishment,  responsibility  in  the  latter  is  well  checked, 
and  not  badly  enforced.  The  accounte  are  rendered 
with  considerable  punctuality,  and  are  promptly  setp 
tied;  and  even  neglect  or  misapplication  of  pabiie 
funds,  by  the  disbursing  officers,  are  not  often  aocoa- 
panied  with  ultimate  losses,  as  they  are  under  boodi 
for  the  feithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  Acconnti' 
bility,  as  it  regards  the  public  property,  is  much  m«e 
difficult,  and  has  heretofore  been  much  less  completi. 
Returns  of  property  in  many  cases,  particulariy  in  the 
medical  department,  have  rarely  been  required*,  and 
even  where  they  have  been,  they  have  not  been  mide 
with  punctuality.  It  cannot  be  doubted  bot  whatthi 
public  has  sustained  very  considerable  damage  firoa 
tins  want  of  accounUbility.  Every  article  of  pobik 
property,  even  the  smallest,  ought,  if  possible,  to  beii 
charge  of  some  person  who  should  be  responaible  fcr 
it.  It  will  be  difficult  to  atUin  this  degree  of  perfeo* 
tion ;  but  it  is  hoped,  by  making  each  of  the  saboidi* 
nate  departments  of  the  War  Department  liable  fcr 
the  property  in  ito  charge,  a  very  considerable  im- 
provement and  reduction  of  expenses  will  be  made. 

On  the  quality  of  the  ration,  and  the  system  of  aop- 
plying  and  issuing  i^  which  I  ptopooe  nezt  to  ooi- 
sider,  the  health,  eomfort,  and  efficiency  of  the  Amy 
mainly  depend.  Too  mudi  care  cannot  be  bestowed 
on  these  important  subieota ;  fer,  let  the  miliuiy  fye* 
tem  be  ever  so  perfect  in  other  partieulsn^  soj  ooo- 
siderable  deficiency  in  these  must,  in  all  great  miiitaiy 
operations,  expose  an  umy  to  the  greateet  dieaiten. 
All  human  efibrte  must,of  neoeastty,  be  limited  by  the 
means  of  sustenance.  Food  sustains  the  immenae 
machineiy  of  war,  and  gives  the  impulse  to  sli  ita  op* 
orations ;  and  if  this  essential  be  withdrawn,  even  ftr 
a  few  days,  the  whole  must  cease  to  act  No  abeolott 
standard  can  be  fixed,  as  it  regards  either  the  qoantitf 
or  quality  of  the  rations.  These  must  vary,  acoordng 
to  the  habito  and  producto  of  diffisrent  oountriea.  Thi 
great  objecto  are,  first  and  mainly,  to  sustain  the  health 
and  i^urit  of  the  troops ;  and  the  next,  to  do  it  with 
the  least  possible  expense.  The  system  which  effectt 
these  in  the  greatest  degree,  is  the  most  perfect  The 
ration,  as  estoblished  by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  March, 
1803,  experience  proves  to  be  ample  in  quantity,  but 
not  of  the  quality  beat  calculated  to  secure  either 
health  or  economy.    It  consiato  of  eighteen  ouooea  of 
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bread,  ot  Hour,  on*  poand  and  a  quarter  of  beef,  or 
throe-qiiaiiaTC  of  a  pound  of  pork,  one  gill  of  mm, 
lyiandy,  or  whiskey,  and  at  the  rate  of  two  quart*  of 
salt,  foor  qaart*  of  vinegar,  four  poonds  of  loap,  and 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  candles  to  every  hnndred  rap 


The  objections  to  it  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the 
Army,  are  folly  stated  in  a  report  of  the  Snrgeon  Gen- 
eral to  the  War  Department,  (mailed  I,)  which  I 
would  Tespectfony  annex  as  a  part  of  this  report.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject  more  need  not  be  added, 
except  to  urge  its  importance,  both  on  the  score  of 
humani^  and  policy. 

Our  people,  even  the  poorest,  being  accustomed  to 
a  plentiful  mode  of  living,  require,  to  preserve  their 
health,  a  continuation,  in  a  considerable  degree,  of 
the  same  habits  of  life,  in  a  camp ;  and  a  sudden  and 
great  departure  from  it  subjects  them,  as  is  proved  by 
experience,  to  great  mortality.    Our  losses,  m  the  late 
and  Revolutionary  wars,  from  this  cause,  were  probap 
biy   much  greater  than  from  the  sword.    However 
well  qualified  lor  war  in  other  respects,  in  the  mere 
etpadty  of  bearing  privations,  we  are  inferior  to  most 
nations.    An  American  would  starve  on  what  a  Tar- 
tar wonld  live  on  with  comfort.    In  &ct,  barbarous 
and  opjweased  nations  have,  in  this  particular,  a  stri- 
king advantage,  which,  however,  ought  to  be  much 
m9re  than  compensated  by  the  sUll  and  resources  of 
1  fvee  and  dviHxed  people.    \U  however,  such  a  peo- 
ple want  the  skill  and  spirit  to  direct  its  resources  to 
its  defence,  the  very  wealth  by  which  it  ought  to  de- 
fend itadf  becomes  the  motive  for  invasion  and  con- 
quest.   Beeides,  there  is  something  shocking  to  the 
feelings,  that,  in  a  country  of  plenty  beyond  all  others, 
in  a  country  which  ordinarily  is  so  carefhl  of  the  hap- 
piness and  life  of  the  meanest  of  its  eitiaens,  its  brave 
defenders,  who  are  not  only  ready,  but  anxious,  to  ex- 
pose their  lives  for  the  safety  and  glory  of  Uieir  coun- 
try, should,  through  a  defective  system  of  supply,  be 
permitted  almost  to  starve,  or  to  perish  by  the  poison 
of  unwholesome  food,  as  has  frequently  been  the  case. 
If  it  could  be  supposed  that  these  considerations  are 
not  sufficient  to  excite  the  most  anxious  care  on  this 
subject,  we  ought  to  remember  that  nothing  adds  more 
to  the  expense  of  military  operations,  or  exposes  more 
to  ita  dinsters,  than  the  sickness  and  mortality  which 
result  from  defective  or  unwholesome  supplies.    Im- 
presaed  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  consideraMo 
chaaiT^  lurre  been  made  in  the  ration  under  the  au- 
dKMJty  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  regulating  the 
lUffof  the  Army,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
grsss.     The  vegetable  part  of  the  ration  has  been 
much  increased.    Twice  a  week,  a  half  allowance  of 
meat,  with  a  suitable  quantity  of  peas  or  beans,  is  di- 
rected to  be  iMued.    Fresh  meat  has  also  been  sub- 
stituted, twice  a  week,  for  salted.    In  the  southern  di- 
vinon,  bacon  and  kiln-dried  Indian  com  meal  have 
been,  to  a  certain  extent,  substituted  fer  pork  and 
wheat  flour.    In  addition,  orders  have  been  given,  at 
all  the  permanent  posts,  where  it  can  be  done,  to  cul- 
tirmte  a  suffidmit  supply  of  ordinaiy  garden  vegeta- 
bles lor  the  use  of  the  troops ;  and,  at  the  posts  remote 
from  the  settled  parts  of  the  country,  the  order  is  ex- 
tended to  the  cultivation  of  com,  and  to  the  supply  of 
the  meat  part  of  the  ration,  both  to  avoid  the  expense 
of  distant  and  expensive  transportation,  and  to  secure, 
tt  all  times,  a  supply  within  the  posts  themselves. 

In  addition  to  these  changes,  I  am  of  opinion  the 
■pint  purt  of  the  ration,  as  a  regular  issue,  ought  to 


be  dispensed  with ;  and  such  appears  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  most  of  the  officers  of  the  Army.  It  bodi  pro- 
duces and  perpetuates  habits  of  intemperance,  de- 
stractive  alike  to  the  health  and  moral  and  physical 
energy  of  the  soldiers.  The  spirits  ought  to  be  placed 
in  depot,  and  be  issued  occasionally,  under  the  discre- 
tion of  the  commander.  Thus  used,  its  noiious  eflbcts 
would  be  avoided,  and  the  troops,  when  great  ei£>rts 
were  necessary,  would,  by  a  judicious  use,  derive  im- 
portant benefits  from  it  Molasses,  beer,  and  cider, 
according  to  circumstances,  might  be  used  as  substi- 
totea.  The  substitution  of  bacon  and  kiln-dried  com 
meal,  in  the  southem  division,  will  have,  it  is  believed, 
valuable  efiects.  They  are  both  mudi  more  congenial 
to  the  habits  of  the  people  in  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try. Com  meal  has  another,  andt  in  my  opinion, 
great  and  almost  dedsive  advantage ;  it  reqmres  so 
Uttle  art  to  prepare  it  for  use.  It  is  not  easjr  to  make 
good  bread  of  wheat  flour,  while  it  is  almost  unpossible 
to  make  bad  of  that  of  Indian  corn.  Besides,  wheat  is 
much  more  liable  to  be  damaged  than  the  Indian 
corn,  fer  the  latter  is  better  protected  against  disease 
and  the  effects  of  bad  sessons  in  time  of  harvest  than 
any  other  grain ;  and,  when  injured,  the  good  is  easily 
separated  from  the  bad.  Experience  proves  it  to  be 
not  less  nutritious  th^  wheat  or  any  other  grain. 
Parched  com  constitutes  the  principal  food  of  an  In- 
dian warrior;  and  such  are  its  nutritious  qualitias, 
that  they  can  support  long  and  fetigning  mnchss  on 
it  alone. 

I  next  proceed  to  consider  the  system  of  supplying 
the  Army  with  provisions,  or  the  establishment  of  a 
commissariat,  and  as  they  are  connected  in  their  na- 
ture, I  propose  to  consider  that  part  of  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  a  commissariat,  and  the  mode  of  inning 
the  rations,  at  the  same  time. 

The  system  established,  at  the  last  session,  wiH,  in 
time  of  peace,  be  adequate  to  the  cheap  and  certain 
supply  of  the  army.  The  act  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  commissary  general,  and  as  many  assistanta 
as  the  service  may  require,  and  authorises  the  Presi- 
dent to  assign  to  them  their  duties  in  purchasing  and 
iuuing  rations.  It  also  directs  that  the  ordinaiy  sup- 
plies of  the  army  should  be  purchased  on  contracts  to 
be  made  by  the  commissary  general,  and  to  be  deliv- 
ered, on  inspection,  in  the  bulk,  at  such  places  as  shall 
be  stijiulated  in  the  contract.  Document  marked  J 
contams  the  rules  and  regulations  which  have  been 
established  by  order  of  the  President,  and  presents  the 
operation  of  the  system  in  detail.  It  is  believed  that 
it  is  as  well  guarded  against  fraud  as  any  other  de- 
partment of  our  military  supplies ;  and,  judging  from 
the  contracts  already  formed  under  it,  will,  when  im- 
proved by  experience,  probably  m^e  a  very  consider- 
able saving.  It  would  improve  the  system,  to  authoiw 
ise  the  appointment  of  two  deputy  commissaries,  one 
fbr  each  division,  with  the  pay,  rank,  and  emoluments, 
of  major  of  infantry,  to  be  taken  from  the  line  or  from 
citizens,  and  so  to  amend  the  act  of  the  last  session  as 
to  authorise  the  President  to  appoint  the  assistant 
commissaries,  either  from  the  line  or  citixens.  When 
the  assistant  commissary  is  not  taken  from  the  line, 
to  make  his  pay  equal  to  that  of  a  subaltern  appointed 
from  the  Hue,  it  ought  to  be  ^56  per  month,  with  two 
rations  a  day.  It  should  be  tho  duty  of  the  deputy 
comioissaries  to  perform  such  service  as  the  commit 
sary  general  might  prescribe,  and  particularly  to  in- 
spect the  principal  depots,  and,  in  cases  of  necsasity, 
to  make  the  necessary  purchases.    When  a  suitaUe 
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•abaltern  cannot  be  hid,  or  when  his  ■emcee  era  ne- 
ceesmry  in  the  line,  the  power  propoeed  to  be  veeted  in 
the  President,  to  eelect  from  cilisene,  would  be  im- 
portant. It  ia  not  beliered  that  any  other  alteration 
woald  be  necessary  in  peace;  but  the  system  would 
require  great  enlargement  in  war  to  rander  it  suffi- 
ciently energetic  to  meet  the  many  ncissitndes  inei- 
dental  to  the  operations  of  war. 

It  would  then  be  neoewary  to  di^e  the  system  teto 
fwo  dtviiious,  one  for  purchasing  and  the  other  for 
lisning  of  rations,  with  as  maay  deputy  eommissaries 
of  pmchases  and  nsues  as  there  may  be  armies  and 
tnihtny  districts,  to  whom  ought  to  be  added  a  suit- 
uUe  number  of  sesistants.  The  basis  of  the  system 
ought,  in  war,  to  be  tiie  same  as  is  now  estabUidied. 
TIm  ordinary  supplies  ought  to  be  by  contract  on 
poUic  prepoeahi*  By  a  judicious  collection  of  pro- 
visions at  proper  depots,  combined  with  an  active  and 
energetie  system  of  transportation,  it  would  be  seldom 
Boeesssry  to  resort  to  any  other  mode  of  purchssiag. 
To  prot^  however,  for  contingencies,  the  purchasing 
department  ought  to  be  efficiently  ofganned,  and  a 
Imm^  of  it,  as  already  atatod,  attached  to  eadi  army 
and  military  department.  As  it  is  the  means  to  be 
teeorted  to  in  eases  of  neceesUy,  it  ought  to  possess 
Aose  high  and  discretionary  powers  whkh  do  not  ad- 
ait  of  exact  coutrol.  It  is  in  its  nalura  liable  to  many 
ohuses,  and,  to  prevent  them  from  being  great,  more 
efficient  regulations  and  checks  ara  requiied  than  in 
•ny  other  bnmeh  of  the  general  staff 

The  defects  of  the  mora  contract  syitom  are  so  uui- 
«ersally  acknowledged  by  thoee  who  have  expefleaeed 
to  operation  in  the  late  war,  that  it  cannot  be  neces- 
iary  to  make  many  observations  in  relation  to  it. 
Nothing  can  appear  more  abanrd,  than  that  the  sue- 
oees  of  the  most  important  miktaiy  relations,  on  whidi 
the  very  fote  of  the  country  may  dependt  should  ul- 
timately reel  on  men  who  are  subieet  to  no  milttaiy 
m^onstbitttyy  and  on  whom  there  is  no  other  hold  then 
the  penalty  of  a  bond.  When  we  add  to  tlus  obser- 
vation thai  it  is  often  ths  interest  of  a  contnetor  to 
foil,  at  the  most  critical  juncturo,  when  the  means  of 
supply  become  the  most  expensive,  it  eesms  strange 
that  the  lystem  should  have  been  oontinoed  for  a  ain^ 
oaitpaign.  It  may  be  said,  that,  when  the  contractor 
foils,  the  commander  has  a  right  to  purchase  at  his 
risk,  by  which  the  disasters,  wfaiob  naturally  result  from 
a  frilure,  may  be  avoided.  The  obeervation  is  mora 
•peoioas  than  solid.  If  on  failure  of  the  contractor 
there  existed  a  well  organised  system  for  purchasing 
the  supplies,  there  would  be  some  tradi  in  it :  bat, 
without  such  a  system,  withoat  depots  of  provisions, 
and  with  the  funds  intended  for  the  su|^y  of  the 
Amy,  perhape,  in  the  hands  of  the  contractor,  his  foil- 
ura  must  generally  be  fotal  to  a  eampaign*  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  well  organised  commissariat,  whose  ordi- 
nary  supplies  are  obtained  by  contract  founded  on  pub- 
lic notice,  possessss  (beridis  those  peculmr  to  itself) 
all  the  advantages  foirly  attributable  to  the  system  of 
issuing  rations  by  contract.  It  is  equally  guarded 
against  fraud,  and  its  pnrehases  can  be  made  on  terms 
more  advantageous.  A  conriderable  objection  to  the 
iqfstem  of  issuing  the  ration  by  contract,  ■,  that  the 
aMTchants  and  capitalists  ars  deterred  fipom  bidding, 
by  the  haiard  of  issuing  the  ration;  and  thus  the 
aphere  of  competition  is  contracted,  and  the  contracts 
Isr  supplying  the  Army  often  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  advenUireri«  Thie  objection  is  avoided  under  the 
preeent  system,  by  which  the  nation  will  bo  cheaply 


supplied^  end  the  danger  of  foilnre  almost  whoOj  w 
moved.    All  of  which  is  respectfrdly  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUK. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  HopKiNSON  then  called  up  the  resdntin 
which  he  yesterday  submitted,  calling  on  the  Pr^ 
sideot  for  certain  documents  connected  withooi 
relations  with  Spain. 

The  Speaker  suggested  that  the  Message  jast 
received  probably  embraced  the  correspoodeoec 
the  gentleman  had  in  view,  by  hb  own  motioo. 

Mr.  H0PKIN8O11  intimated  that  he  belierti  it 
did  not. 

Mr.  H0LMB8  proposed  to  modify  the  resolnlioi, 
in  a  manner  wbicn  he  thought  woald  meet  die 
object  of  the  gentleman,  and  be  free  from  tajr 
objection,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

''That  the  President  of  the  United  SCalm  ben- 
questsd  to  cause  to  be  communicatad  to  Uui  Hmm 
such  further  cwieepondence  and  prowiedingi  in  itb- 
tien  to  our  aflEain  with  Spain,  as  in  his  opoaaa  it  ibal 
not  be  inoonsislnit  with  the  publie  interest  to  dirvlsa" 

Mr.  Hopkins  oil  accepted  this  modification. 

Mr.  HoLKSB  then  said  he  was  in  favor  of  i\u 
resolution.  He  should  not  go  into  ii  detail  of  tlM 
particular  reasons  why  he  was  in  favor  of  tki 
motion ;  but  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rdtdoii 
had  thought  a  call  of  this  kind  to  te  necesarf. 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  grant  it. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to,  nein.  oon^  and  t 
committee  appointed  to  present  the  reaolatum  to 
the  President. 

BZTElfSION  OF  mLFTiA  PBHM0H8. 

The  ens[ro88ed  bill  authorizing  the  extesiin 
of  the  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  tk 
militia  who  fell  in  battle  or  died  in  aefrice  fi- 
ring the  late  war,  for  fire  years  longer,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  sooit  remiJbL 
rather  of  an  explanatory  than  argumenitCiTt 
nature,  on  the  subiect  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BuTLsn,  of  New  Hampshire,  conceirisf 
the  dlsoriminatioB  between  the  familioB  of  (it 
militia  and  of  the  rcgohus,  io  the  proposed  estes* 
sion,  to  be  unjust,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  coittmittee  who  reported  it,  with  instroctioss 
to  report  an  amendment,  embracing  is  the  exui* 
sion  the  proTisioas  of  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of 
Aprtl^  1816. 

Thia  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debtte,  in  wbiek 
Messrs.  T.  M.  Nblboii,  and  HAnaieog  opposed 
it,  as  calculated,  by  OTerloadtng  the  bill,  to  breik 
it  down  ;  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Rica,  so^ 
Pitkin,  supported  it,  as  consistent  with  the  prii* 
ctples  of  equity,  which,  in  their  administrttioo, 
ought  to  know  no  distinction  of  persons. 

Before  the  question  on  the  pending  motion  wts 
taken,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Whithai  ^ 
lay  the  bill  on  the  uble,  and  negatired. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  moTed  to  postpone  the  fartka 
consideration  of  the  bill  indeanitely. 

This  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nayt- 
for  the  motion  79,  against  it  79,  as  follows: 

STaAs— Messn.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Utm 
chusetis,  Austin, .  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Btm^ 
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itemtn,  Bajlcj»  Bennett,  Bom,  Biymnt  Bntler  of 
m  Huipdin%  CunpbeU,  Ctegott,  OlubonM,  Cobb, 
lAf,  Cnwibnl,  CnahuMn,  Dttrlington,  Dethe,  l>rik«» 
Iwirdf ,  £Uieott»  Folgtr,  Gunett,  Hall  of  Dolaware, 
lU  o/Noith  Caiolin««  HMbiondc*  Hoff ,  HopkiBoony 
uit«r,  Hantin(ton«  Johnson  of  Yirginin,  Kirtland^ 
iwyer,  Linn,  liTonnore,  W.  P.  Maday,  McCot, 
ucbtnd,  Mason  of  Ma«achuaetta,  Maaon  of  Rhode 
and,  Meirill,  Miliar  Morton,  Moaeley,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
D,  Orr,  Owen,  Pegram,  Pitkin,  lUoe,  Rich,  Bicb* 
It,  Kogghf,  Savage,  Sawrer,  Scndder,  Sherwood, 
mkini,  Sloeamb,  8.  Smith,  J*  8.  Smith,  Speed, 
ewart  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Tarr,  Taylor, 
srry,  Tompkini,  Townsend,  Tnckiv  of  Virginia,  Ud- 
in,  Williamf  of  Connecticnt,  Williama  of  New  York, 
Ibooof  MaMaehnaettn,  and  Wilson  of  PennajWania. 
NATa— Metsii.  Andenon  of  Penn^Wania,  Ander- 
fe  of  Keotocky,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Beedier, 
)iliiiger,  Bloonfield,  Blonnt,  Boden,  Bntler  of  Lon- 
ana,  GdIbIod,  Comatoek,  Cook,  Cmger,  Davidaon, 
iria,  JBivia  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Flojd,  Oage,  Gilbert, 
HrifoiH  flandricfca,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Henick, 
nter,  HiUhooek,  Hoimee,  Hoetetter,  Hubbard,  Irriag 
New  Yoik,  lehnaon  of  Kentacky,  Jonee,  Kinaey, 
nri^  LiMoU,  Little,  McLean  of  lUinoia,  W.  Maelay, 
eroer,  Ifiddkton,  Robert  Moore,  Samnel  Moorey 
Bfflfmd,  M anav,  H.  Nekon,  T.  M.  Nelaon«  Neahitt, 
iw,  Newton,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pattenon,  Paw- 
tg,  PindaU,  Pleaaanta,  Poindexter,  Porter«  Qoarlea, 
^  Ringgold,  Robertion,  Rogera,  Sampaon,  Ser* 
ent.  Settle,  Silsbee,  Ballard  Smith,  Alex.  SmTth* 
OTTB,  Tallffladge,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carohna, 
^ilker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentacky,  Wal- 
se,  Wendover,  and  Whitman. 
The  House  being  equally  divided  the  Speakkr 
tted  ia  the  negatiwe ;  and  so  the  motion  was 
jected. 

The  queition  then  recurred  to  recommit  the 
tl  with  instruetions  as  aforesaid  ;  and  a  divis- 
D  thereof  being  called  for,  was  taken  on  the 
11  member  (hereof,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the  said  bill 
I  recomaitted  to  a  aeleet  committee  7"  and  also 
stermiaed  in  the  negatiTe — yeas  62,  naya  97,  aa 
Hows : 

YsAs^-lCasm.  Abbot,  Adama,  Allen  of  Maaeadm- 
tti,  Austin,  Bennett,  Boaa,  Bryan,  BnUes  of  New 
amp4iiie,  Clagatk  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawibrd,  Cushp 
in,  DftrliogtoB,  Desha,  Edwards,  Ellicot^  Folger, 
ill  of  DeUwaie,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Haabroock, 
0K&  Httnter,  Huntington,  Kiztland,  Lawyer,  linn, 
r.  P.  Nscisjr,  HeCcgr,  Maaon  of  Rhode  Uand,  Mer- 
D,  HiUs,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Jeiemiah  Nelaoa,  Orr, 
wcB,  Palmer,  Pwam»  Pitkin,  Rice,  Rioh,  Rlcharda, 
m^t^  8«v«Ce,  Sawyer,  Scodder,  Sherwood,  Sial- 
ic Slocum,  a  Smith,  J*  Sw  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart 
Noith  Caiolina,  Strother,  Taylor,  Teny,  Tockar 
Virginia,  Upham,  WaUama  of  Connecticut,  Wil- 
^  of  New  York,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 
NATt--MeBsn.  Anderson  of  Penn^Wania,  Ander- 
a  of  Kenlaeky,  Baldwin,  BaU,  Barbour  of  Vir- 
ua,  Ba^  of  Ohjo,  Baaaetft,  Bateman,  Bayley, 
Mcher,  Beffiagar,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Boden,  But- 
r  of  Louislani,  Campbell,  Clsibome,  Cobton,  Com- 
)A,  Cook,  Cnigcr,  DaTidson,  Drake,  Earle,  Enrin 
South  Carolina,  Iloyd,  Puller,  Gage,  Gamett,  GU- 
it,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Her- 
x,Hetsler,  Hitchcock,  Hohnes,  Hopkinson,  Hostot- 
\  Hubbard,  Irting  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
Bia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lewie, 


Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore,  McLean  of  Blinoia,  W. 
Maclay,  Marchand,  Maaon  of  Maaaadinaetts,  Middle- 
ton,  Robert  Moore,  Samnel  Moore,  Mumford,  Murny, 
H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  New,  Newton, 
Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pleasante,  Poin- 
dezter,  Porter,  Queries,  !Uiea,  Ringgold,  Robertaon, 
Rogera,  Sampaon,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silabee, 
Bal.  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  Storrs,  Tallmadge,  Tarr, 
Tompkina,  Townaend,  Trimble,  Tudcer  of  South 
Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Ken- 
tud^,  Walh^e,  Wendorer,  Westorlo»  Whiteetde,  aftd 
WUaon  of  Maaaadkuaalts. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  said 
bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe-- yeaa 
82,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson  of  PennsylTania,  Ander^ 
son  of  Kentucky,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio^  Beecber, 
Bellinger,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Boden,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Colston,  Comstock,  Cook,  Cmger,  Dandaon^ 
Earie,  Errin  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gage, 
Gilbert,  Harriaon,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Heridmer, 
Herrick,  Heiater,  Hitehoock,  Hohnea,  Hoetetter,  Hub- 
bard, Irring  of  New  Yoik,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Jones,  Kins^,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Little,  McLean  of 
Ilttnoia,  W.  Maelay,  Mereer,  Middleton,  Robert  Moore^ 
Samnel  Meoee,  Mumlbid,  Mnin^,  H«  Nelson,  T.  M. 
Nelaott,  Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogie,  Palmer,  Pai* 
rotft,  Patteieon,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pleaaanl^  Poindes*. 
tar.  Porter,  Qnailee,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Roberteon,  Ro> 
goo,  Sampaon,  Schuyler,  Seigeant,  Settle,  Silsb«H 
BaL  SmiUi,  Alex.  Smyth,  Storrs,  Trimble,  Tacker  of 
South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker 
of  Kentucky,  Wallace,  WendoYer,  Whiteaide,  WhU^ 
man,  and  Wilkin. 

YnAfr— Meaara.  Abbot,  Adams^  Allen  of  Maaaaito 
aetta,  Anatin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  of  Virginia,  Baaaettc 
Bateman,  Bayley,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bryan,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Claiborne,  Cobb, 
CraiUt  Cushman,  Darlington,  Deaha,   Drake,  E^ 
wards,  Ellicott,  Garnett,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hashrouck,  Hogg,  Hopkinson,  Hun- 
ter, Huntington,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  &irtland,  Law- 
yer, Linn,  LiTcrmore,  W.  P.  Maelaj,  McCo^,  Maiw 
chand.  Mason  of  Maasachuaette,  Mason  of  Rhode 
Island,  Merrill,  Mills,  Morton,  Moeeley,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son, Orr,  Owen,  Pegram,  Pitkin,  Riee,  Ridi,  Richarda, 
Rugglee,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Scndder,  fl^erwood.  Simp- 
kins,  SkNsnmbb  8.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith.  Speed,  Stewart 
of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  TaUmadge,  Ttor,  Tay 
lor,  Terry,  Tompkina,  Townaend,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Upham,  Weeterlob   Williama  of  Conneelient,  WR- 
liama  of  New  York,  Wikon  of  Maasaehuaetta,  and 
Wilaon  ef  Pana^lvania* 

So  the  aaid  bill 


The  ramainder  of  the  day  waa  oeeupied  on 
the  following  bills : 

A  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  bnlld  a 
bridge  over  the  Baatern  Branoh  of  the  Potomac, 
from  the  sotMhern  extremity  of  BleTenth  atrett 
east,  in  the  City  of  Waiihington. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Harper. 

Which  severally  passed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow* 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  adjonroad  tmii' 
to-morrow. 
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Wbdmbsd&t,  Deeember  16. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entiiled  ''Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Bar- 
row,'' reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  PoiiiDBZTiB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  allowing  to  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  masician,  and  private, 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  were  on 
fnrloagh  at  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,  a  bounty  in  land,  as  in  other  cases; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PoiNDBZTiR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  reported  a  bill 
granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois for  the  seat  of  gorernment  of  said  State ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBMSOR,  of  Kentucky,  from  tho  Com- 
mittee an  Military  Afikirs,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes ;  which  was 
read ;  when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  said  Capuin  Stanton  Sholes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoHRSOii  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  HarTcy  Wakefield ;  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Harrey  Wakefield ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  reported  a  bill  proTidiog  for 
the  payment  of  property  lost  and  destroyed  in 
the  Seminole  war;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  public  lands  sold  in  the  Ala- 
bama Territory,  and  the  amount  paid  to  receiT- 
ers,  and  the  balance  due  by  individuals;  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  3d  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  excused  from  a  further  ser- 
vice on  the  joint  committee  appointed  upon  the 
iubject  of  the  printing,  ordered  by  the  respective 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Sbtbbrt  was  ap- 
pointed of  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Tarr  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  rejected  by  the  House- 
ayes  55,  noes  54: 

JUtohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Csaals 
be  iastmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencj  of  appro- 
priatiDg  the  sum  of  -^—  dollars,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy, 
in  further  ooinpleting  that  part  of  the  turnpike  road 
lying  between  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  pledging 
ibr  the  repayment  thereof  the  two  per  cent,  fund  aris- 
ing from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina, 


the  Committee  on  Miliury  Affairs  were  instroet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing bf 
law  tot  allowing  an  equal  bounty  in  land,  as  other 
soldiers,  to  all  minors  who  enlisted  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  in  the  late  war,  and  eoottaoed 
in  service  until  peace  was  concluded  aod  were 
regularly  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Sir.  Poinobxtbr,  the  Seeretatf 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to^  lay  before  ikc 
House  of  Representatives  a  statement  of  the 
tracts  of  land  reserved  for  the  establishmeat  of 
towns  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  specifying  the 
price  at  which  said  lands  have  been  sold,  and  sock 
other  information  as  may  be  in  his  possessios 
relative  to  said  reservations. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  E 
Parish ;  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sib- 
uel  H.  Harper ;  and  the  engroesed  bill  for  ilie 
incorporation  of  a  company  for  making  a  bridge 
across  the  Eastern  Branch,  from  between  Elsf- 
enth  and  Twelfth  sifeets,  in  Washington  city 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  piuei. 

The  House  having  proceeded  to  the  orders  of 
the  day — 

The  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  ccrtuA 
bills  drawn  by  General  Armstrong  in  favor  of  tft< 
William  Morgan,  &c.,  under  the  treaty  with 
France,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  being  explained  and  supported  bf 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  ordered  to  be  ei- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mattrom  Ball,  of  the 
Northern  Neck  of  Virginia,  allowing  him  four- 
teen hundred  dollars  for  a  house  destroyed  bf  the 
British  during  the  war,  in  consequence  of  iu 
having  been  occupied  by  our  troops,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

IRISH  SETTLEBS  IN  ILLINOia 
Mr.  CLaoBTT  submitted  the  following  resoU- 
tion,  to  wit : 

ReBohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authoriM  the  Stt- 
nlUrj  of  the  Treasury  lo  designate  and  set  apsit— » 
townships,  each  of  six  miles  square,  in  the  State  of 
Ulinob,  east  of  the  military  bounty  lands,  each  sMei* 
nate  section  thereof  to  be  settled  by  em^prants  from 
Ireland,  and  sold  to  them  at  two  doUszs  per  acre,  to 
be  paid  by  three  instalments,  as  follows,  to  wit :  one- 
third  part  thereof^  at  the  end  of  four  yesn;  one  other 
third  part  thereof  at  the  end  of  ei|^t  yesis;  and  the 
residue  thereof  at  the  end  of  twehe  yens  from  the 
dsy  of  sale,  with  interest  on  Uie  said  several  sumi  • 

w».    -----J-J 

lywuutif 

First  That  the  said  Secretary  of  the  TreasuT 
may,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to,  reject  all  applicatioof 
of  such  emigrants,  for  the  lands  aforesaid ;  unlen  the 
applicants  shsll  have  been  satisfactorily  recommended 
as  moral  and  industrious  men. 

Secondly.  That  no  contract  shall  be  made  with  as; 
emigrant  as  aforesaid,  unless  he  engage  to  improTc  at 
least  twenty  of  each  hundred  acres,  to  be  transferred 
as  aforesaid;  and  also  to  erect  a  suitable  dwelHng- 
house  and  barn  thereon. 

Thirdly.  That  no  contract  shall  be  binding  upra 
the  United  States,  nor  title  Test  in  any  emigrant  set- 
tler, until  he  shall  have  made  the  settlement  and  in* 
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proTementi  aibreiald,  and  fiiUy  p«id  for  the  liads  con- 
tracted for  Mtibieieid. 

Foorthif.  Th^t  no  each  contract  shall  be  made,  nor 
1  peteDt  waed  to  anj  one  eettlcr  or  hie  heire,  for 
nore  than  — -^  acree  of  land. 

Fifthlj.  That  in  cTeiy  inetance,  where  the  condi- 
tions of  tettlement,  imprortment,  or  payment,  ehall 
Bot  have  been  Ailly  complied  with,  at  the  expbation 
ef  the  tana  of  twehre  yean  from  the  date  of  eoeh 
eontraet,  die  eeid  prmiaee  ao  Ibrleited  ahall  revert  to 
the  United  Statee;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treae- 
vj  ibill  caoee  the  eame  to  be  eold  for  the  ben^  of 
the  Mid  Uoiled  Scatae :  Promdedt  iWMrtf Acite,  Thai 
in  all  caaaa  where  paiyment  in  part  ahaJl  hare  been 
Bade,  the  am  or  cwna  ao  paid»  ahall  be  refonded  to 
nch  anifiant,  or  hie  hobs. 

EiMhed,  net  a  ooramittee  be  a|^inted  and  in- 
atracted  to  pnpare  and  report  a  biU,  embracing  the 
aabject  matlar,  and  in  pnrananceof,  the  foregoing  first 
reaolatioo. 

The  qncsu'on  was  then  taken.  Will  the  House 
BOW  proceed  to  consider  the  said  reaolotion  ?  and 
determioed  iu  the  ncgntive  by  a  large  majority. 

MIBSOURI-TERIUTORIAL  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  RoBUTBOii,  of  Kentackjr,  offered  for  eon- 
lideratioD  the  folio  wing  resolntioD : 

Be9ohtd,  That  a  committee  bo  appointed  to  inquire 
iato  the  azpadien^  of  cetabliahing  a  eeoarate  territorial 
foremmeat  in  that  part  of  the  new  Territory  of  Mia- 
aouriJjiDgaeiith  of  thirty-eiz  degreee  and  thirty  min- 
ntef  BArth  latitade»  which  is  called  the  Arkanaas  ooon- 
tiy,  and  which  is  not  included  in  the  propoeed  boon- 
wy  of  the  proiected  8ute  of  Missonri,  by  the  bill 
now  before  tto  Honse,  for  the  purpoee  of  eetabiiahing 
t  State  government  in  part  of  the  Territory  of  Mia- 
aouri,  tad  that  the  eaid  committee  have  leave  to  report 
bj  bill,  or    • 


Mr.  R.  explained  briefly  the  objeet  of  his  mo- 
tioo.  There  beioff  every  reason  to  expect  that 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  would  be 
totborized,  at  the  preaent  session,  to  form  a  con- 
atituiioQ  of  Stale  government,  and  with  certain 
limiud  boQodaries,  tbe  whole  Territory  being  too 
extensive  to  be  included  within  one  State ;  that 
pan  of  the  Territory  not  included  within  tbe 
limits  of  the  State,  would  of  course  have  ocea- 
aioo  fora  separate  Territorial  government,  which, 
ts  in  the  ease  of  the  admission  of  Mississippi  in- 
to the  UoiLOyhad  been  done  in  regard  to  the  Ter- 
mory  of  Alabama.  But,  if  his  expectation  was 
disappointed,  and  an  act  should  not  pass  at  the 
present  session  to  authorize  the  people  of  Mis- 
toart  to  form  a  State  government,  it  was  yet 
necessary  thot  a  separate  Territorial  government 
should  be  established.  This  Territory,  which 
was  likely  lo  become  in  time  one  of  the  most 
populous  Territories  In  the  Union,  was,  from  its 
remoteness  from  the  present  seat  of  Government, 
"™o«^  w"boai  eithet  laW  or  government. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  said  be  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  resolution  ;  on  the  contrary,  had  he  a 
Toie  10  give,  it  would  beT  for  its  adoption.  He 
vas  not  sensible  that  any  remarks  be  was  capable 
tn  making  wonld  have  any  influence  on  the  vote 
Of  tbe  Hoose^  bot  he  rose  lest  his  silence  might 
be  construed  loto  an  opposition,  which  he  did  not 


intend ;  and  to  repel  any  inference  that  might  be 
drawn  that  he  baa  neglected  his  duty  to  a  part  of 
bis  constituents,  in  not  being  tbe  mover  of  the 
proposition.  He  had  intended  to  introduce  a 
resolution  of  a  similar  character,  so  soon  as  he 
should  receive  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Ter- 
ritory a  memorial  praying  lor  the  erection  of  a 
State  in  the  northern  section  of  the  Territory^ 
together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  census  of  the 
whole  Territory,  which  he  was  in  the  daily  ex- 
pectation of  receiving.  This  data  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and  he  felt  a  reluctance,  in  the  press  of 
business  before  the  House,  to  present,  voluntarily, 
a  proposition,  even  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  withoot  having  good  authority,  or  some 
leading  reason  to  justify  him.  He  knew,  how* 
ever,  that  the  sitnation  of  that  portion  of  the  Ter> 
ritory,  removed  four  or  five  hnndred  mUes  from 
the  seat  of  Territorial  government,  called  loadiy 
for  the  interposition  of  the  General  Government. 
iThey  were  not  unfreqaently  withoot  a  eomp^ 
tency  of  eivil  and  military  otficera  to  aclminister 
jnatice,  or  keep  order  in  the  country;  and  al- 
thoiigh  he  waa  not  in  poeseesioa  of  the  cenaos  of 
tbe  Tenitory^  or  any  petition  from  the  people  of 
that  part  of  it,  yet  he  waa  eonviBoed  that  the 
^oantitT  of  the  population,  and  iu  respeetabiluy, 
justified  the  request;  and  believing,  as  he  did, 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  people,  and  knowing 
it  was  their  interest,  he  hoped  the  House  woald 
not  consider  tbe  resolution  premature,  but  that  it 
would  be  adopted. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  without  oppo- 
sition ;  and  Messrs.  Robbbtson,  Bbbobbb,  and 
Jones,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

PASSENGER  SHIPS. 

The  bill  to  regulate  passenger  ships  and  ves- 
sels eame  next  in  order. 

Mr.  Nbwton  explained  the  neeessitv  of  this 
bill  and  the  nature  of  its  provisions.  The  great 
object  of  it  was,  he  said,  to  give  to  those  who  go 
and  come  in  passenger  Tessels,  a  security  of  aof- 
ficient  food  and  convenience.  In  consequence  of 
the  anxiety  to  emigrate  from  Europe  to  this  conn* 
trv,  the  capuins,  sure  of  a  freight,  were  careless 
01  taking  the  necessary  quantity  of  provisions, 
or  of  restricting  the  number  of  passengers  to  the 
convenienge  which  their  ships  afforded.  To  show 
how  necessary  such  a  bi)l  as  this  had  become,  one 
or  two  facts  would  suffice.  In  the  year  1817,  five 
thousand  persons  had  sailed  for  this  country  from 
Antwerp,  dbc..  of  whom  one  thousand  died  on 
the  passage.  In  one  instance  a  captain  had  sailed 
from  a  port  on  that  coast  with  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  passengers.  On  his 
voyage  he  put  i^to  the  Texel,  previous  to  doing 
which  four  hundred  had  died.  After  being  on 
tbe  passage  to  our  shores,  before  the  vessel  ar« 
rived  at  Philadelphia,  three  hundred  more  had 
died.  The  remainder,  when  the  vessel  reached 
Newcastle,  were  in  a  very  emaciated  state  (rom 
tbe  want  of  water  and  rood,  from  which  many 
of  them  afterwads  died.  Many  other  cases  might 
be  stated,  but  these  would  suffice  to  show  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  provisions  such  as  those  of 
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this  bill.  The  bill  restricted  the  number  of  pas- 
sengers to  two  for  ejerj  five  tons'  burden  of  the 
vessel.  In  Great  Britain,  formerly,  but  one  had 
been  allowed  to  erery  five  tons ;  but  now,  one  to 
every  three  tons.  The  committee  had  been  of 
opinion  that  (he  scale  of  one  to  every  two  tons 
and  a  half  would  afford  every  necessary  accom- 
modation. -  With  regard  to  the  other  sections  of 
the  bill,  they  were  generally  similar  to  those  of 
the  act  respecting  seamen,  by  which  a  captain  Is 
obliged  to  take  on  board  a  certain  quantity  of 
water  and  bread  for  each  seaman  employed. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.' 

The  bill  regnlatinff  pensions  neit  passed  through 
tht  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nblbon  stated  the  object  of  the  bill 
to  be  to  protect  the  Government  from  imposition. 
He  knew  of  many  men  receiving  pensions  for 
woonds  received  in  the  late  war,  who  had  wholly 
Fceovered  of  those  wounds,  aoid  were  as  bale, 
hearty  men  as  anv  in  the  community,  dbc. 

After  some  debate  between  Messrs.  NcLaoii 
and  Mills,  respeeting  an  amendmcat  proposed 
Inr  the  former,  and  an  unsuccessful  motion  by 
Bir.  W.  P.  Maolat  to  recommit  the  bill,  it  was 
ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

T&0II8DAT,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Stephen  D.  Miller,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Hcaa  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  mar- 
shal and  district  attorney  of  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  clerk  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  said  State;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  Hbman  Allen,  conuininff  a 
notification  of  the  resignation  of  his  seat  in  this 
House,  as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the 
State  of  Vermont,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Orderedf  That  Mr.  Anoerbok,  of  Kentucky, 
be  appointed  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, m  the  place  of  Mr.  Allen,  resigned. 

Tne  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
statements  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  4th  of  April  last,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenditure  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made,  to  reward  the  officers  and 
crews  of  certain  public  armed  vessels  for  captures 
made  by  them  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britaio,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soott,  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
House  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  him 
under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  oi^  the  21st  of 
April,  1806,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  and  district  of  Louisiana ;'  to  | 


the  several  boards  of  commissioners,  appointed 
under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Biarch,  1805,  for  the 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claiois 
to  land  within  the  aforesaid  Territories.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  tlie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in&trncted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  payment  or  lost  Treasury  notes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
OB  the  Public  Lands  were  iastroeted  to  ioquite 
into  the  expediency  of  so  ftmendiQjr  the  act  ui 
enable  the  people  of  the  Indiaoft  Territory  to 
form  R  constttuiion  and  State  goverttment  ttM  lo 
autiiorize  the  selection  of  lands  graatod  to  the 
State,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  their  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, in  quarter  sections  and  fnetums,  or 
parts  of  fractions,  and,  if  necessary,  io  cootigaoas 
townships,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  may 
direct. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silarbb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instrooted  to  iaqaire  into 
the  expediency  bf  allowing  goods  on  which  the 
duty  has  been  paid  to  be  transported  coastinse»  to 
one  or  more  dlsuicu  within  the  United  Sutes, 
without  loss  of  debenture. 

On  motion  of  Mr»  Sbrobant,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any.  and  what,  further  aowers  an  neesi- 
sary  to  enable  the  accouatiag  oAceia  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  to  settle  and  adjasi  aeeoimts  of  loag 
standing,  where,  from  ioss  of  voaehers  or  other 
known  cause;  no  additional  evidence  can  be 
expected. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  regulating  ]iaymeau  to 
military  pensioners  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  KicB  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  a 
view  to  amend  it  so  as  to  reconcile  some  of  its 
provisions  with  existing  laws  on  the  subject  of 
pensions,  with  which,  he  thought,  as  the  bill  now 
stood,  they  were  inconsistent. 

Mr.  Taylor  seconded  the  motion,  and  stated 
particular  cases  of  exceptions  to  any  general  pro- 
visions on  this  subject,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
require  a  revision  of  this  bill. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  on  recommitment, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  passenger  ships 
and  vessels ;  the  engrossed  bill  directing  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  biUs  drawn  by  General  Arm- 
strong in  favor  of  William  Mornn;  and  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Mattrom  Ball, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  joint  committee,  on  the 
subjeet  of  the  public  printing,  made  report,  which 
was  read  and  the  resolution  therein  contained, 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Retahed,  That  when  any  printing  is  done,  by  virtas 
of  a  joint  rule  or  resolution  of  the  two  Honsei,  the 
Secretsry  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  jointly,  and  when  ordeivd  by  eUber 
Hooss,  the  Beerstary  and  Clerk  respeetivelyy  be  aa> 
thorised  and  required  to  cjpiphiy  such  printer  or  pint- 
en  as  will  most  expedite  its  execution  and  dehtvy* 
and  allow  him  or  them  the  same  priess  now  allowad 
to  the  printer  employed  by  the  said  Seeretaiy  and 
Gleiky  giving  the  latter  the  pteftienee,  when  it  be  ;»»* 
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Que  of  GOeB  KOUgg. 


H.  OP  R. 


for  liiin  to  ezMUte  and  deliver  U  ee  loon  m  it 
b«  done  bj  any  other  printer  or  printen. 

CA8E  OF  GILES  KELLOGG. 

The  Hoase  theo  resoUed  itselfinto  a  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Qiles  Kellogg. 

This  is  a  case  in  which  Captain  Kellogg,  with 
a  compMaDj  of  Tolnnteeri,  entered  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  New  York  frontier,  and, 
in  the  eoorae  of  the  campaign  of  1813-13,  sqs- 
tmined  losses  of  clothing,  ^,,  hj  consequence  of 
a  precipitate  retreat  ordered  by  Colonel  Forsyth, 
on  the  invasion  of  Ogdeasborg,  in  February,  1813, 
and  by  a  sohseqnent  retreat  from  Horse  Island,  in 
May,  1813,  This  clotbipg  beiny  their  prirate 
property,  they  claim  indemnification  for  its  loss. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  report  that,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  Qorernment,  the  petitioners 
are  not  entitled  to  relief;  and,for  acase  in  point, 
refer  to  the  ease  of  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla 
meoj  to  whom  Congress  refused  indemnification 
for  the  loss  of  clothing,  occasioned  bT  blowing 
np  the  flotilla  in  the  Patoxent,  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer. 

Mr.  LiAWTEB,  of  New  York,  moved  to  reverse 
this  report,  and  supported  his  motion  by  a  long 
argument,  foonded  on  the  general  principles  of 
equity,  and  supported  by  analoffiet  derived  from 
other  cases,  in  which  Congress  had  made  indem- 
nificauoDs  for  losses  of  private  property,  occa- 
sioned by  the  operations  of  war.  The  private 
property  of  these  volunteers,  be  argued,  did  not 
become  pnblic  property  by  their  volunteering 
their  services,  in  the  trying  period,  in  defence  cm 
their  country ;  and  the  loss  of  it  being  occasioned 
by  the  orders  of  officers  under  whose  command 
they  were  pUced,  and  by  no  fault  of  theirs,  but 
rather  from  a  devotion  to  duty,  ought  to  be  com- 
pensated by  the  Qovernmeat. 

Mr.  Wii.UAX8,as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Claiois,  defended  the  report.  Whatever  Con- 
l^ress  might  think  projwr  to  do  in  such  a  case, 
Irom  motives  of  generosity,  the  petitioner  and  his 
company  had  no  claim,  either  in  law  or  cQtiitv, 
on  tne  Government  of  the  United  States.  To 
eustain  this  position,  Mr.  W.  entered  ioto  an  ar- 
gument on  the  principle  and  the  laws  of  the  case. 
Mr.  W.  also  objected  to  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
and  deprecated  the  number  of  claims  of  this  de- 
scription pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, without  any  better  foundation  than  the 
wishes  of  the  pefitioners. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Sxoaae,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
LsAWTBBythe  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
TCTerse  the  report,  and  decided  in  the  negative— 
yeaaiS. 

The  Commiuce  having  reported  iu  decision  to 
the  House,  affirming  the  report — ^after  an  unsuc- 
cessfnl  motion  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Com- 
mit cee  of  Claims  (negatived,  65  to63)  the  question 
was  proposed  on  concurring  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Storrs  spoke  against  the  report,  and  con- 
tended, iu  the  course  of  his  argument,  that,  with- 
out stppeaiing  at  all  to  the  generosity  of  Congress, 
15th  CoH.  2d  Sb88.— 14 


this  claim  was  folly  sustained  on  the  principles 
of  ittsttce. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  and  Mr.  Tbbrt  also  spoke  on 
the  subject;  when  the  question  was  taken,  and 
the  report  finally  concurred  io. 


Fbioay,  December  18. 

The  Spbakbr  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  praying 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  with  the  boundaries  de- 
scribed in  said  petition ;  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  eoual  footing  with  the  original 
States.— Referred. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Bickley  and  or  Catharine  Clark,  admin- 
istratrix of  John  Clark,  deceased ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole. 

Mr.  Smitb  also  reported  a  bill,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1819;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, that  the  House  reoonsider  the  vote  taken 
jresterday,  to  concur  in  the  resolution  contained 
m  the  report  made  by  the  joint  committee  on  the 
public  printing;  and  the  question  being  taken  to 
reconsider  the  said  vote,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee by  which  the  same  was  made. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole^  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  relating  to  duties  on  foreign 
merchandise,  were  discharged,  and  the  said  bill 
was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Baker,  and  the  legal  rep- 
resenutives  of  Peter  Trooillec,  and  on  the  bill 
fur  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Alex- 
ander Montgomery,  deceased. 

The  Committee  had  leave  to  sit  again  on  the 
first  mentioned  bill,  and  reported  the  last  without 
amendment,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time* 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorjr,  transmitting 
sundrv  statements  relative  to  the  mternal  duties 
and  direct  tax,  as  required  by  the  33d  section  ot 
the  act  of  the  22d  July,  1813 ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the.uble. 

The  Spbakbr  also  laid  before  the  House,  ano- 
ther letter  from  the  Secretary  Of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement- of  lands  sold  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  the  parchase  money  of  which 
has  not  been  folly  paid,  and  of  moneys  received 
for  said  lands,  and  of  the  sums  now  dne,  together 
with  a  description  of  bank  paper,  which  has  been 
received  and  is  still  receivable  for  the  same; 
which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ubie. 
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dote  uf  JflMMlilllrfft. 


MA88AGHU8BTT8'  CLAIM. 

The  Spxakbb  baTio^  called  orer,  amoog  the 
orders  of  the  day,  the  bill  proTidioff  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Massachusetia, 
for  expentes  incurred  by  her  militia  doriog  the 
late  wai^ 

Mr.  Mabon,  of  Ma8sachiiBett8,roae,  and  begged 
the  iodalgence  of  the  House,  that  the  order  of  the 
day  might  be  passed  for  the  present,  fie  made 
this  motion  at  the  request  of  the  genUemea  com- 
posing the  delegation  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  had  been  instructed  respecting  the 
claim.  The  Legislature  of  the  Slate  would  be  in 
session  early  in  the  month  of  Januar^r  next,  and 
the  delegation  were  d^irons  of  receiving  further 
documents  and  communications  relatiTC  to  the 
claim  prior  to  its  discussion ;  but  he  hoped  that, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  the  sulgeot  might 
be  brDOght  up,  and  recei?a  a  full  ani  fair  dis* 
.cussion. 

Mr.  MiLLn,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks to  the  same  effect 

Bir.  FoLOXR,  of  MtssaehusetCs,  howcTer,  moved 
that  the  House  revoWe  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  subject. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  that  motion, 
the  House  decided  as  follows:  For  going  into 
committee  7%  against  it  63. 

The  House  havinjf  accordingly  resolTed  itself 
into  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole,  and  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  read  through — 

Mr.  Clat  (S|)eaker)  rose  to  make  a  motioa 
that  the  Committee  should  rise.    He  was  per- 
suaded, he  said,  that  the  House  could  not  have 
heard  what  haa  been  stated  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Mason)  who  was  chairman  or  the 
committee  which  bad  reported  this  bill,  or  it 
would,  on  the  present  occasion,  have  exercised 
the  courtesy  usually  shown  to  eren^  chairman  of 
n  committee  who  reports  a  bill,  or  choosing  his 
own  time  for  calling  it  up>.    It  mi^ht  be  proper 
for  him  to  state,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  his  opinion  on 
this  subject  did  not  differ,  probably,  from  that  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  chosen  to  go  into  com- 
mittee on  the  subject.    Bat  the  chairman  haviog 
stated  to  the  House  that,  on  a  consultation  of  the 
delegation  of  the  State,  it  had  been  thought  pro- 
per not  now  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject;  that  he  wished  to  have  further 
communication  with  the  government  of  the  State 
on  the  subject;  «nd  that  he  hoped,  in  lh«  course 
of  the  session,  to  bring  the  subject  fully  and  fairly 
before  the  House,  he  thought  it  hnrdly  possible, 
had  his  remarks  been  heard,  that  the  discussion 
ofthe  subject  would  be  pressed  a^inst  his  wishes. 
With  regard  to  the  merits  of  this  claim,  Mr.  C. 
continued,  he  would  only  say,  that  when  the  facts 
were  all  before  the  House,  and  the  question  open 
for  discussion,  gentlemen  would  find  him  os  de-* 
cided  in  his  opmion,  and  as  firm  in  maintaining 
it,  as  any  other  opponent  of  the  claim.    But,  he 
said,  a  certain  degree  of  liberality,  of  courtesy,  of 
calm  deliberation  on  this  subject,  was  due  trom 
the  House,  no  less  to  itself  than  to  the  State 
whose  claims  were  the  subject  of  consideration. 


He  hoped,  when  ^sleuMn  were  rendy^  however, 
they  would  enter  into  a  fbll  and  Ihir  dtsenasiea 
of  the  question.  Holding  the  opinions  he  did,  he 
should  not  fail  to  express  them  at  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity. But,  if  the  discussioo  were  now  to  pro- 
ceed, and  the  question  to  be  decided,  gentlemen 
would  have  an  occasion  for  saying  that  they  were 
hurried  into  the  discussion ;  that  they  were  taken 
by  surprise ;  they  might,  if  he  were  allowed  to 
introduce  a  forensic  term  to  explain  his  raenning, 
say  that  the  decision  of  the  House  wms  a  snap 
judgment,  rendered  without  an  examination  of 
evidence  or  time  given,  dbc.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  Committee  might  rise,  to  give  the  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  the  claim  time  to  prepare  thena- 
selves  for  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Campubll,  of  Ohio,  said  that  he  had  voted 
for  f  oing  into  Committee  on  this  sobjcet,  mder 
the  impression  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  gentle- 
men wno  were  in  favor  ef  the  claim  to  have  aa 
investigation  into  its  merits.  But,  not  havinc 
heard  the  remarks  of  the  nentlcman  who  reported 
the  bill,  and  the  Spenker  having  now  stated  them, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  voting  tor  the  Committee 
to  rise.  He  wished  the  question  should  not  be 
settled  until  every  species  of  proof  on  the  anbjeet 
IMS  in  possession  of  the  Hoase,  because  he  wished 
the  decision  should  be  sUch  as,  when  raade^  should 
bn  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  TALLMADec,  of  New  York,  said,  ns  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported 
this  bill,  and  bad  voted  to  proceed  in  the  disc«»- 
sion,  he  thought  it  proper  to  rise  on  this  oecasfon, 
lest,  if  silent,  his  views  might  be  miscoDceived. 
With  respect  to  the  courte^  doe  to  the  genile- 
nmn  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  the  State  he 
represented,  Mr.  T.  said  be  entirely  reciprocated 
the  sentiments  of  the  honorable  Speaker.  But,  as 
the  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case,  if  not 
acted  on  at  the  present  sessiou,  might,  and  per- 
haps would,  be  adduced  hereafter  as  an  eii^ment 
in  favor  of  the  claim ;  and,  as  he  thought  it  prob- 
able^ this  subject  would  not  again  come  liefore  the 
House  at  the  present  session,  he  should  take  this 
opportunity  to  state,  that  the  report  made  on  this 
suDject  by  the  committee  was  eonsidered  as  a 
sutement  of  the  case  in  behalf  of  Massachasetti^ 
drawn  up  by  henelf,  as  it  was  in  fact  bf  her 

3 rent  'The  committee  had  thought  it  a  liber- 
ity  doe  to  a  State,  appearing  as  e  petitioner  be- 
fore this  House,  to  leave  it  to  her  agent,  or  im- 
medinie  representative,  to  make  a  statement  of 
her  own  case,  in  her  own  way.  On  the  questiott 
in  committee  to  accept  that  report,  Mr.  8.  said, 
there  was  a  minority ;  and  he,  for  one,  took  this 
occasion  to  say  that,  had  the  discussion  of  this 
claim  now  ^one  on,  nnd  if  it  shenld  reear  at  the 
present  session,  there  was  a  variety  of  collateral 
documents  relating  to  the  history  nnd  merit  of 
these  claims,  which  he  was  ready  and  felt  it  his 
duty  to  urge  In  argument  in  opposition  to  allov- 
ing  them.  Desiring,  however,  to  cultivate  hsr^ 
mony  in  the  Dnioo,  by  treating  every  Bute  la  it 
with  due  respect,  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
discussion  now.  Taiunff  this  opportnnity,  then, 
as  the  only  one  he  might  ever  have,  to  protest 
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■as: 


againit  the  report  of  th«  oomahtoo  Moom^oy* 
iflgiliubiJJ  being  eonstdered  m  tie  deliberate 
ofHoioa  of  the  oomioiicce,  or  hereafter  brought  in 
u  an  argnment  in  faTor  of  the  olaiaa,  being  in 
feet  tiM  most  favorable  stntemeiit  that  a  party 
iatereited  conld  make  of  it,  he  waa,  for  tbo  rea- 
soB  bcfeae  asigtted,  ia  faror  of  tbo  Cocmnittee'k 
risiof. 

Tbeqaeetion  waa  then  taken  on  tho  Commlt- 
tee^f  risiDgi  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTO* 

Mr.  NivTOif ,  of  Virginia,  in  order  to  iniore  to 
this  qoertion  a  coosideFatiott  daring  tho  present 
aetsion,  proposed  that  tho  Committee  should  be 
refused  leaTe  to  sit  again,  and  that  the  bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  which,  always  haTiog  prefer- 
enee  of  other  orders  of  the  day,  wonld  insure  its 
being  taken  up  wbenever  desired  by  the  friends 
of  thedaim. 

Mr.  Oai|  of  Massachusetts,  obfected  to  this 
eonne,  as  it  would  subject  the  House  to  the 
seme  ineoarenienoe  as  they  had  just  experienced  \ 
that  of  being  called  upon  to  act  on  the  subject 
before  the  Megstion  might  be  prepared  to  take 
it  up,  Ac. 

Mr.  Pmni,  of  Connecticut,  objected  to  it  for 
a  differeat  reason.  If  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  wonld  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  every  day,  and 
migfat  be  called  op  and  decided  when  scarce  half 
the  Honse  was  present. 

On  the  question,  leave  was  given  to  the  Com* 
miitee  to  bU  again  on  the  bill. 

TflAHDEUS  MAYHEW. 

TheHou^  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
ThaddeasMayhew,and  the  accompanying  report 
of  (he  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  ekiffl  of  the  petitioner  in  this  case  is  for 
property  need,  loot,  and  destroyed  by  the  British 
trmy,  in  conseoneooe  of  the  same  being  used  as 
barracks,  and  for  places  of  military  deposite  by 
the  United  States  troone,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
thousand  eight  hnndred  ninetv-eight  dollars.  The 
committee  say  they  believe  the  Qoverninent  not 
bouad  to  vemvnerate  the  petitioner;  and,  if  it 
were  considered  ao  bound,  would  have  protested 
igainst  the  extravagance  of  the  charges.  The 
eommittee  report  against  the  whole  claim,  there- 
fere,  with  the  exception  of  the  eum  of  91,M6  for 
beds,  bedding;  and  other  furniture  taki»  for  the 
nee  of  the  United  States  troope,  and  takea  or 
destroyed  by  them.  For  the  pavment  of  this 
ansoant,  the  committee  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  BoTLaa,  of  Lonisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  80  u  to  allow  to  Mr.  Mayhew  the  whole 
amount  of  his  altim ;  and  supported  his  motion 
by  an  aigumeat,  on  the  principles  and  facts  of 
the  case,  of  considerable  length. 

An  extended  aod  able  debate  took  place  on  this 
motion,  in  the  coarse  of  which  it  was  supported 
Mr  Messn.  PoimixTBn,  JoBNaon,  of  Kentucky. 
Baldwin,  Sunn,  of  Maryland,  and  Botlbr,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Williamb  and  McCoT. 

The  debute  resulted  in  agraelng  to  the  motion 


of  Mr.  Butlbb:  and,  thus  nasended,  the  bill  waa 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosa* 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTXR  introduced  a  joint  reeolve  foe 
an  adjournment  from  Monday  next  to  Mondav 
week;  which  was  negatived;  and  the  Honse  ad- 
joomed  to  Monday. 

MoBOAT,  Deoember  21. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Soi<ovoR  StbohOj  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  JoBBBOR,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  peti* 
tioa  of  Hnnson  Catlett,ft  sorgiBoa  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  proving  compensation  for  a 
negro  slave,  who  was  urowned  while  attendlag 
him  aa  a  servaat,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain.**Referred. 

Mr.  Caxpbbll,  from  the  committee  ap|wintod 
en  tho  10th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
taking  the  fourth  censna  or  enumeratioa  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twicsL  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Bfr.  Mabobamd,  from  the  oommitteo  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  John  Wells,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read ;  whea  Mr.  M.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  said  John  Wells,  which  urns  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  JosBBOB,  of  Kentueky,  from  the  WXitMtf 
Committee,  reported  a  bill  ^  concerning  the  Mih- 
Urv  Bsmblishment  of  the  United  Statee."  [Thia 
bill  proposes  a  modification  of  parte  of  the  staff  of 
the  Army,  without  reduciag  it.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Patrick  Callan,  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  re* 
lief  of  the  said  Patrick  Callan,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  tho 
relief  of  Joeeph  Whenton. 

Mr.  BoBaBTBON.  from  the  select  conmittee  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  eatiMish- 
vi%  a  separate  Territorial  governeacnt  for  the 
southern  |mrt  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiMfeBXVBft,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  several 
laws^  to  prevent  waste  and  damage  on  the  pubHe 
lands,  by  cutting  timber  thereon. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  (he  House  a  fetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  sales  of  jrabilc  lands,  during  the 
year  1817,  and  the  three  nrst  quarters  of  the  year 
1818,  which  were  intended  to  have  accompanied 
the  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Montgomerv,  de- 
ceased," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeue 
Mayhew  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  StobbOi  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence 
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esimblishing  the  Talae  of  some  of  the  articles  de« 
stroyed  was  defective,  moTed  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  re-iQ?estigate 
that  point. 

After  a  long  debate  the  motion  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  recommitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  havepassed the  bill,  entitled  ^*An 
met  for  the  relief  of  Major  General  John  Stark," 
with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  doe  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  State  of  Illinois;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Deqnindrc ;" 
in  which  amendments  and  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aq  act 
for  the  relief  of  Major  General  John  Stark,"  were 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 

frovide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
Jnited  States  within  the  State  of  Illinois,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Louis  and  Antoine  Dequindre,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ref<^red  lo  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolution  for  a  temporary  adjournment 
of  Congress,  offered  on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Poin- 
DBXTBB,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bbenezer 
Btevens,  Lucretia  Stevens,  late  Lucretia  Sands, 
and  others ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again 
thereon. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1819. 

The  bill  includes  the  following  items: 

Pay  of  officers  and  seamen    -         9l>S70,888  60 

Provisions 694,037  60 

Medicines  and  all  expenses  of  sick  86,000  00 

Bepain  of  vessels          ...  86(^000  00 

Contingent  expenses    -        •       •  800,000  00 

Repairs  of  navy  yards,  doeks^  dec  100,000  00 

Completing  medals  and  swords     •  7,600  00 

Pay  and  sabsbtence  of  marine  corps  188,898  00 

Clothing  the  same        ...  8,038  10 

Military  stores  for  do.    -        -        -  1,087  60 

Contingent  expenses    ...  18,600  00 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ren- 
ner  and  Heath. 

The  claim  of  the  petitioners  in  this  case  is  for 
the  destruction  of  their  ronewalk  and  its  contents, 
in  consequence  of  the  walk  having  been  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  cordage  for  the  United 
States,  and  in  consequence  of  the  carts  and  boats 
employed  for  the  removal. of  their  property  hav- 
ing been  pressed  by  officers  of  the  United  States. 


The  Committee  of  Claims  report  a  bill  for  the 
payment  of  $19,803,  for  the  amount  of  corda{[e 
destroyed;  rejecting  the  claim  for  payment  for 
the  building  burnt  by  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed,  at 
considerable  length,  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section ;  which  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  Mr.  McCot,  another  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


TuESOAT,  December  22. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  petition  of  John 
James  Dufour,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  asso- 
ciates, stating  that  a  short  time  past  be  went  to 
the  land  office  in  Cincinnati,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  payment '  lor  the  lands  lying 
within  the  State  of  Indiana,  heretofore  purchased 
by  them  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine;  and  that 
the  bank  paper  which  he  oflfered  would  not  be  re- 
ceived In  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  directing  the  receiver  not  to 
receive  anything  in  payment  for  lands  except 
specie,  or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
that  he  is  unable  to  procure  either  within  the 
time  prescribed  for  the  last  payment,  and  that  if 
the  money  is  not  paid  by  the  first  of  January  next, 
the  lands  will  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States; 
and  praying  for  an  extension  of  credit  for  one 
year  from  the  said  first  day  of  January  next,  or 
such  other  relief  as  Congress  may  think  proper 
to  grant. — Referred  to  the  Comm!  tee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SxiTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Louis  and  Antoine  Dequindre,"  reported 
I  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HuQB  Nblson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  State  of  Illinois,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habmsom,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  To-hon-do-ehe  a  Seneca  War- 
rior, attached  to  the  command  of  Brigadier  Gkne- 
ral  McArthur,  and  who  was  wounded  in  aa 
action  with  the  enemy  at  Malcolm's  Mills,  in 
the  province  of  Upper  Canada. 

Amooff  the  petitions  this  day  presented,  was 
one  by  Mr.  Hbbbebt,  from  the  itoekviUe  and 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  praying  to  be 
empowered  to  make  that  part  of  said  road  which 
lies  between  the  line  of  the  District  and  the 
boundary  of  the  City  of  Washington ;  which  wss 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
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of  Ways  and  Meuia,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 

SropriatioDs  for  the  military  serriee  of  the  United 
Itates  durio^  the  year  1819,  and  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Coffio  and  others ;  which  were 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Hbrbbrt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Colombia,  re[K>rted  a  bill  to  ineorpo- 
late  the  ProTident  Association  of  Clerks  in  the 
tereiil  departments  of  Goremment  within  the 
District  of  Colombia;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  JoBRBOif ,  of  Kentackr,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  laid  before  the  Moose  a  letter  from 
the  Secretarf  of  War,  respecting  the  alterations 

froposed  to  be  made,  by  a  bill  now  before  the 
louse,  in  the  Military  Establishment;  which 
was  rdferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
whom  the  bill  was  referred. 

Qo  motion  of  Mr.  Pbtbb,  the  Committee  for 
the  Disuiet  of  Columbia  were  instrncted  to  in- 
qoire  into  the  ezpediencT  of  authorizing  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  Washington  to  open  and 
use  as  a  way  Four-and-«n-half  street  west,  across 
the  Mall  in  the  said  city,  until  the  said  Mali  may 
be  wanted  for  national  purposes. 

Mr.  BoTLBa,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted 
the  following  resolution : 

Retohtd^  Thai  the  Committee  on  RsToIutionsiy 
Pensions  be  inetmcted  to  eonside^  the  eipedieney  of 
smendlBg  the  law,  of  the  last  session,  entitled  '^An  act 
to  profide  ibr  oertainpersons  engaged  in  the  land  end 
nsTsl  serfioe  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  Berolntion- 
siy  war/'  approTod  March  18,  1818,  so  as  to  embraee 
each  soldien  as  enlisted  or  engaged  for  a  lees  term 
thsn  nine  months,  and  si  the  reqnesi  of  the  oom- 
man&ig  officer  or  officeiSf  oontinaed  and  completed 
nine  months,  or  more,  aetaal  serTioe»  at  any  one  pe- 
riod of  the 


The  question  was  then  taken,  Will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution? 
SDd  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentuckr,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  people  of  Michigan  Territory  to  elect  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
eoffroned  for  a  tnird  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Naraf  serTice  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1819;  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  were 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

EBEN.  STEVENS,  AND  OTHEBS. 

The  House  then  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bben- 
ezer  Sterens,  and  others. 

This  claim  is  of  the  date  of  1785,  and  is  found- 
ed on  an  award  of  commissioners  authorized,  by 
resolutions  of  Congress,  to  ezamine  the  claims  of 
Tench  Francis,  Comfort  Sands,  and  others,  then 
late  eontracton  for  the  moving  army,  and  of 
Comfort  Sands  and  Co.,  then  late  contractors  for 
the  poet  of  West  Point  and  its  dependencies,  for 
damage*  aostained  by  them,  from  the  late  Super- 


intendent of  Finaoee  having  failed  to  make  good 
the  stipulated  payments,  and  from  his  having 
withdrawn,  the  contracts.  The  award  was,  in 
1790,  reported  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to 
be  binding  on  the  United  States,  to  the  amount 
of  1933,675  for  the  first  company,  and  9^,881  for 
the  last  mentioned  company. 

The  documents  on  which  this  award  was  found- 
ed were  also  before  the  House,  and  were  all  read 
through. 

When  the  reading  of  the  documents  was  fin- 
ished, the  greater  part  of  the  day  had  been  con- 
sumed. The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 


WaONBaDAT,  December  83. 

Mr.  HoaT£TTEa  presented  a  memorial  of  sun* 
dry  inhabitanu  of  the  town  of  York,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  stating  that,  notwithstanding 
the  act  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  per- 
sons of  color  have  been  illegally  introduced  into 
the  United  Staus,  and  have  been  seized  and  sold 
as  slaves,  by  virtue  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  said 
act,  and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress  to 
prevent  the  saidpraclice. — Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  HnnaicK  presented  a  memorial  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends, 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  nnd 
the  adjacent  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 
praying  that  schools  may  be  established  among 
the  Indians,  and  that  further  measures  may  be 
adopted  for  their  civilization.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  instructed  bv  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing goods,  on  which  the  duty  has  been  paid  or 
secured,  to  be  transported  coastwise,  to  one  or 
more  districts  within  the  United  States,  without 
loss  of  debenture,  made  report ;  which  was  readi 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  « 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  increase  the  duty  on  cotton  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  to  prohibit  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  gunpow- 
der; which  was  read  twice,  and  commmittdto 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment,  in  certain  oases^  on  account  of  Treasu- 
ry notes  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

J.  J.  DUFOUR,  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTfin  reported,  ttom  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands,  a  bill  to  extend,  for  the  term 
of  twelve  months,  tne  time  allowed  to  J.  J.  Du- 
four,  and  his  associates,  of  Vevay,  Indiana,  for 
completing  the  payment  for  the  lands  purchased 
by  them  from  the  United  States. 

On  this  bill  arose  a  debate,  which  whoUv  occn* 
pied  the  House  until  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment; in  the  course  of  which  the  bill  was  so 
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•mtnded  at  to  make  tb«  eitmiwm  tar  tix,  intittd 
of  twtlfe  months. 

Th«  debato  wat  nacre  animated  tlian  at  the  £iat 
glance  oae  would  bare  expected  voch  a  qacation 
to  prodaeer  The  petitioners  atk  tbit  indiilgt&ce, 
bceaase  saeh  mone^  as  they  have  the  reoeirer 
of  public  moneys  will  not  lake  from  ibem.  The 
bill,  therefore,  wassapported  on  rarioits  groiuids, 
oa  the  reasonableness  of  the  request,  nnd  on  the 
merit  of  the  petitioners,  on  whom  a  high  enloginm 
was  proBonnecd.  The  bill  was  opposed  on  the 
general  ground  of  the  inexpediency  of  making  a 
disarimination  between  these  claimants  and  other 
petitioners.  Messrs.  Poindextbr,  HARKraoR. 
Taylor,  Hendrickb,  Trimblb,  Merger,  and 
Bebcber,  sopported  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Wil- 
LUM8  of  N.  Caroliaa^  Simcims,  Millb,  Storrs, 
McCoT^  Seroeart,  and  Desba,  opposed  it. 

The  oaestion  on  orderioff  the  biU  to  a  third 
reading  hafing  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  79,  nays  67,  as 
follows: 

TsAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adsms»  Anderson  of  Ken- 
tocfcy»  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bayley, 
Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  BaUer  of  Lou- 
isiana, Campbell,  Clagett,  Comstock,  Cniger,  EUicott, 
yioyd,  Fnller,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herkimer,  Her- 
lidc,  Heister,  Hitchcock,  Hobne%  Hostetter,  Hubbard, 
Hunter,  Irring  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
lones,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  McLean  of 
Ifliaeis,  Marchand,  Mason  of  MasBacfausetts,  Mercer, 
listrUl,  Robert  Mooie,  Meseley,  H.  Nelson,  Nesbitt, 
Ogle^  Palmer,  Panott,  Patterson,  Peter,  Poindexler, 
Porter,  Qnarlsa,  Bhea,  Bioh,  Rogen,  Rnggfes,  8amp- 
een,  Savage,  8.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  TaUmadge, 
Tanr,  Taylor,  Toa»kins,  Trimble,  Upham,  Walker  ef 
North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  WiUiams  oi  New  York,  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsyhrania. 

.  Nats— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Ball,  Bas- 
set!, Bennett,  Blount,  Bosi^  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Claiborne,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  C/afts,  Craw- 
ford, Darlington,  Davidson,  Dedia,  Edwards,  Folgcr, 
Gage,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hogg,  Hopkinson, 
Huntington,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Little,  W.  Maday, 
W.  P.  Madav,  McCoy,  Middleton,  MiUer,  Mills,  8am- 
nel  Moore,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Owen,  Pawling, 
Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Rice,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Set- 
tle, Sherwood,  Simknus,  Slocumb,  Bal.  Smidi,  J.  8. 
flinith.  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Stom, 
Strother,  TerreU,  Tucker  of  Virginb,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Wssterlo,  Whitman,  WiUdn,  WflUams  of 
Conaeetieut,  WtUiemB  of  North  Caroline,  and  Wtl- 
•en  of  Massachusetts, 


TnuasDAT,  December  34^ 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Tenn.,  Qeorge 
W.  L.  Maru,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  LiviRMORR  presented  the  petition  of  Ai- 
pheus  Hutehins,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  land 
bounty  to  which  ne  conceives  himself  entitled  for 
his  services  as  a  soldier  in  the  army,  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  which  is  withheld  in 
eooseqoence  of  bis  being  a  minor  at  the  time  of 
his  enlistment  and  di8charse.-^Referred. 

Mr.  PoiNDBZTiB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 


lio  Lands,  reported  a  bill  sappUmentaryto  tki 
act  admictinf  the  State  of  ladiaaa  into  ths  Uiioi; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  commuted. 

Mr.  PL1A8AIITS,  from  the  Committee  oa  Ntnl 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  rmokMioa&oB 
the  Senate,  *^  directing  a  stirvey  of  certtio  ptm 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;"  reported  da 
name  without  amendment,  and  the  rcsolatioiiuii 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to^y. 

Mr*  Bloomfuld  made  a  report  on  tht  pai- 
tions  of  Hannah  Ring  and  Luther  Friak,  wudi 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  B.  rmiorted  a  bill  bt  tbe  re* 
lief  of  tho  said  Hsnnah  Rmg  and  Lotto  Ffisk; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  t  Coo- 
mitteeof  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bali<ard  Smith,  tiie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instroeied  toir- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  aothoriaog,  bf  Uf , 
the  Commissioner  of  the  ReYenue  to  appoint  in 
agent  in  each  of  the  coaatics  of  the  sefenii  Butn, 
to  receire  the  tax  due  therein  to  the  Geaenl  Oo^ 
emment,  on  lands  which  are  or  may  be  iddiar 
the  ttoa-peyment  t^the  said  uz. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Committee  m 
Roads  and  Canals  were  inatracted  to  ioqoiieiato 
the  ezpediencT  of  completing  the  road  /rem  Cam- 
berland  to  Wheeling. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plbasahtb.  the  Committe 
on  Naml  Affairs  were  instrucUd  to  ioqaife  ioa 
the  propriety  of  autboriaing,  hj  law,  the  pwchiie 
of  tne  timbers,  particularly  urc  oak,  ncetmff 
for  building  twenty  sloops^  or  other  small  Teack 
of  war. 

Oa  Biotioa  of  Mr.  Liiioouu  the  CooiiaitteeM 
Indian  Aiiaira  were  instmotcd  to  inqnire  isto  m 
ezpediencT  of  providinf  ,  by  law,  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  sererml  pnhlie  agenti^  employed  bf 
the  United  States  to  transact  bnsmess  witb  tit 
Indian  tribes,  to  obtain  all  the  information  is  their 
power  relatiTe  to  the  population,  maanen,  m 
custopis,  history,  languages,  or  anything  peeolur 
to  said  tribes;  and  to  report  the  same,  aanuillf} 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb] 

Removed,  That  the  Vi{ 
States  be  requested  to  la]^ 

in  bis  opinion  the  sameshi 

with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  tbecone(^o°' 
eace,  if  any,  between  the  Department  of  Wv  ^^^ 
the  Qorernor  of  Qeorgia,  in  answer  to  ike  letter 
of  the  latter  to  the  former,  dated  on  tbe  1st  ot 
June  of  the  present  year,  communicated  to  tlui 
House  on  the  12th  instant ;  and  also  the  corres- 
pondence, if  any,  between  the  DepsrtmeDt  ot 
War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  io'^^,? 
the  letter  of  the  latter  of  the  7th  of  Msj»  w^ 
also  commtmicated  to  this  House  on  the  IBtbiost 

Messrs.  Cobb  and  BowABoa  were  sppoiflted  * 
committee  to  present  tlie  said  resoluuon  to  tbe 
PrestdenL 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Gaob,  the  Committee  ot 
Pensions  and  EeTolotionary  Claims  v^ ."' 
strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mtUBg 
compensation  to  Reuben  Colbisrn,  for  boats  atti 
other  supplies  furnished  by  the  atnthority  of  Ueo- 
eral  WAaninoTov,  to  the  expedition  uader  w 


.ent  of  ibe  Uniud 

fore  thU  House,  il 

Id  not  be  iocoBii<teot 
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eommaad  «f  Colao«l  AnoM,  ^t  tlie  time  it  ■»- 
ceiKled  K^Biwbeek  mer,  in  1T75;  and  that  the 
^oeiiufiiU  fenrarcM  by  tike  eUimiDt  be  referred 
to  tJbe  said  eoamiitte. 

The  8»AKvm  bud  before  the  Hoiite  a  letter 
liroM  the  Seerecarf  of  the  Treatiirjr,  tranemittitig 
tht  report  of  the  leeorder  of  land  titles  in  the  Ter*> 
riiery  of  M Isaotiri,  made  in  obedienee  to  the  act 
of  the  aOth  of  April.  1818,  entitled  ''An  act  (br 
the  relief  of  laittes  Mackajj  of  the  Missonri  Ter* 
htory  f  whieh  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mitiee  on  PiriTaie  Land  CUiBM* 

A  ffleisagefroB  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tiiat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Giles ;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  eoaenrrcnee  of  this  House. 

The  taid  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  ReTolntionar y 
Claims. 

fio^ossed  billa  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

**Ad  act  authorizing  the  election  of  a  delegate 
from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the  .Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  extending  the  right  of  suf* 
frage  to  the  eitiEens  of  said  Territory;^  and, 

^An  act  to  aathorize  the  payment,  in  certain 
cases.  oQ  account  of  Treasury  notes,  which  have 
been  lost  ot  destroyed ;"  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The resolotioo  from  the  Senate,  "directing  a 
sarrer  of  certaia  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Car<» 
ob'na,^  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

J.  J.  DX7FOUR,  AKD  OTHERS. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  James 
Dofoar,  and  his  associates,  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and.  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Stsotbsb  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble: which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  said 
bill  pass?  and  determiaed  in  the  negative^yeas 
65|  oays  66^  as  follows : 

YsAs — Viunu.  Adam%  Anderson  of  Pennsjrivaniaf 
Aadeiion  of  Kentucky,  Baldwin,  Baiber  of  Ohio^  Bey* 
ley,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  BnUer  of 
Louimana,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Comstock,  Crnger^ 
Coihman,  Drake,  Ellicott,  Floyd,  Harrison,  Hasbrondk, 
Hendrieki^  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Hitchcock,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Hnhbard,  Hnnter,  Irving  of  N.  York,  John^ 
•on  of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livemoie,  McLean  of  Illinois,  Marehand,  Ma- 
son ofMeaesfhnsetfs,  Menill^  Robert  Moore,  Moseley, 
Nesbitt,  New,  O^,  Panott,  Patterson,  Peter,  Poia- 
dezter,  Porter,  Qnades,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sampson,  8av- 
ige,  Scybeit,  Alexander  Smyth,  Tair,  Taylor,  Tomp- 
kins, Dpham,  Weadover,  Whiteside,  and  Williatts  el 
New  York. 

Njlts— Messn.  Ball,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett, 
Blount,  Boo,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Claiborne, 
l^obb.  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Darhngton,  DaTidson, 
[)esba,  Cdwards,  Folger,  Gage,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
»f  North  Carolint,  Hogg,  Hopkinson,  Huntingtoir, 
(Anson  of  Tirgznia,  mnsey,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  M» 
iejr,  McCoy,  Marr,  Miller,  Samnei  Moore,  Mnrray, 
eremtah  Ndson,  H.  Nelson,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen, 
fndall,  PilkiD,  Pleasants,  Rhea,  Rice,  Richards^  Rob« 
rtwm,  Sendder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Sherwood,  Silsbee, 
locomb,  BaL  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Sonthard,  Stewart 


ef  Nmth  Canriina,  Stone,  flteong,  Sttotfier,  TeneO^ 
Terry,  Townsend,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tacfcer  of  S* 
Carolina,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Conneetkot^  WiU 
liams  of  N.  Cafoliaa,  and  Wilson  of 


So  the  bill  was  rejected.    And  then  the  Honea 
adjoarned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  Deoember  28. 

Mr.  laviNO  presented  a  petition  of  ''The  New 
York  Society  for  promoting  the  Manamission  of 
Slaves,  and  protecting  such  of  them  as  have  been 
or  may  be  liberated;"  praying  that  some  effective 
provisions  may  be  made  to  abolish  the  African 
slave  trade,  in  any  arrangement  which  may  be 
hereafter  definitively  entered  into  between  this 
conntry  and  Spain,  or  the  South  American  pro- 
vinces. 

Mr.  SEnofiART  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
American  Convention  for  ]^omoting  the  Aboli* 
tion  of  Slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of 
the  African  race,  praying  that  the  acts  respectloff 
the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Unitra 
States  mav  be  so  amended,  as  that  any  person  so 
introdueea  shall  be  declared  free ;  and  that  the 
situation  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia mav  be  considered,  and  a  plan  devised,  fer  ita 
gradual  and  certain  termination  within  said  Dis- 
trict.—Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
Che  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the 
illicit  introduction  of  slaves  Within  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Rbba  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  tbe 
petition  of  Matthew  McCaidey  \  whicn  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr*  WtLUiJca,  ef  North  Oarolinai  from  the 
Committee  of  Clninw.  to  whoM  was  comontied 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddena  Mny  hew,  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the 
eaae  of  the  said  Mayhew;  which  wae  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr  JofiitBOi«f  of  Kentucky,  fVom  the  Copraril- 
tee  on  Military  Afikirs,  made  a  report  on  ih6  pe- 
tition of  (General  Robert  Swartwoot,  Which  was 
read ;  when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ^f 
the  said  Gkneral  Robert  Swartwout;  which  iris 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton. 

Mr.  JOBMSON  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Ezra  Child,  which  was  read;  when  Mr. 
J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  said  Ezra  Child ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBNBOM  also  reported  a  bill,  supplemen- 
tary to  ^*An  act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  discharges  for  faithful 
services,"  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  PRsaiDEMT  OF  TBB  UziiTEO  Stateb  : 
To  ihc  Booh  ofR^preBentaHui  of  ike  Vniied  Siaiu  .• 

In  compliance  with  a  resolntion  of  the  16th  inst,  I 
lay  before  the  House  of  Representotivao  a  laport  fiom 
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the  Secrotaiy  of  State,  with  the  papen  and  docnmentt 
accompanying  it.  JAMES  MONROE. 

DxcxxBXB  26,  1818. 

The  Message  tod  documents  were  referred  to 
ihe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  James  Thomas,  a 
quartermaster  general  in  the  Army  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  which  was  referred  to 
him,  by  orders  of  this  House,  of  the  17th  of 
March,  and  10th  of  April  last;  which  letter  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  instructions  given  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  the  eighth  section 
of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1806,  to  the  sev- 
eral boards  of  land  commissioners,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  rendered 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the 
17th  instant,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  Palmer  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read  and  rejected,  viz : 

Kuoivcdf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are  neoessaiy  to  be 
made  to  the  act,  supplementary  to  the  act,  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed 
the  SOth  of  April,  1818,  in  relation  to  the  importation 
of  goods,  dec,  into  the  United  States,  by  land,  from 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in  North  America ; 
and,  also,  that  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  fourth 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  *<An  act  to  continue  in  ibrce, 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  fbrther  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  importe  and  tonnage^  passed  the 
8d  day  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other  pnipoeee,' 
passed  the  8d  day  of  Mardi,  1817 ;"  that  the  provision 
therein  contained  ehsJl  ^>ply  onfy  to  steamboats  on 
Lake  Champlain,  which  are  employed  solely  in  the 
transportation  of  passengers  and  their  baggage ;  and 
that  the  said  section  shall  not  extend  to  authoiiie  the 
•ntzy  of  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  except 
passengers'  baggage,  in  any  district,  other  than  the 
one  in  which  the  same  are  to  be  landed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  by  steamboats 
or  otherwise,  on  navigable  waters,  in  the  same 
manner  that  he  is  authorized  by  law  to  contract 
for  transportation  of  the  mail  by  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadqe,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment, by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States;  and.  also,  to 
lequire  from  them  greater  security  for'  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties. 

J.  J.  DUFOUK,  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  PiNDALL,  after  sutisjg  that  information 
had  eome  to  his  knowledge  stnce  the  decision  of 


the  House,  on  Thursday  last,  against  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  J.  J.  Dufour  and  others,  which  he 
thought  had  a  material  bearing  on  the  eipedi- 
ency  of  extending  relief,  in  some  shape,  lo  the 
petitioners,  and  after  entering  into  some  reuons 
which,  from  reflection  and  further  invettigitioB, 
had  occurred  to  him,  in  support  of  the  motion  he 
rose  to  make,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  which 
rejected  the  bill,  and  to  bring  it  before  the  Hoose 
to  receive  the  modification  which  be  thovfht 
would  entitle  it  to  the  sanction,  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mass.,  spoke  as  foUowi: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  place  my  vote  on  the  broad  ba- 
sis of  national  policy — ^the  policv  of  encoaragiog 
emigration,  and  the  culture  of  toe  vine.  When 
I  am  told  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  viliagt 
of  Vevay  are  the  countrymen  of  the  illastrioas 
Tell,  that  they  are  planters  of  the  vine,  ind  in- 
dustrious and  virtuous  people^  deliffhting  in  the 
exercise  of  the  rites  of  hospitality,  I  find  m^sfm- 
pathy  strongly  excited ;  yet  I  do  not  safler  that 
svmpathy  to  delude  my  understanding.  Bot, 
should  these  people  write  to  their  friends tcron 
the  Atlantic,  and  inform  them  that  they  ire  here. 
enjoying  the  patronage  and  fostering  care  of  oor 
Government,  would  not  those  friends,  althougli 
looking  around  them,  and  seeing  themselressat- 
rounded  by  ramparts  of  mountains,  yet,  pereeiriog 
the  avalanches  of  European  power  continaallf 
tumbling  upon  their  heads,  be  disposed  to  aban- 
don a  country  where  their  liberties  are  so  inse* 
cure,  and  come  to  one  where  they  shonldbe  ai- 
surea  of  an  asylum  ?  On  the  other  hand,  sboold 
they  be  informed  that  these  persons  came  to  their 
hard-heaitsd  creditor — that  creditor  an  opuleot, 
powerful  nation,  and  told  him  that  they  bad  been 
unfortunate,  but  not  guilty ;  negligent,  bat  not 
delinquent ;  yet  that  he  drove  them  from  his  door 
with  scorn  and  contempt,  bade  them  begone,  and 
prepare  to  pay  him  the  last  farthing  of  toeirbond 
at  the  moment  when  it  should  become  doe,  what, 
then,  would  be  their  feelings?  They  coDld  not 
be  other  than  those  of  the  deepest  aversion  and 
horror.  We  cannot  do  too  much,  sir,  to  eocoor- 
age  the  emigration  of  a  class  of  population  lire 
that  of  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  a  popolatioo 
remarkably  assimilated  to  that  of  our  own  coon- 
try,  in  manners,  customs,  feelings,  and  pnoc^' 
pies. 

There  is  yet  another  argument  men  weifbtj 
than  that  just  urged— I  mean  that  resulting fr<^ 
the  policy  of  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  tbe 
vine,  encouraging  it,  paradoxical  as  it  mtj^^ 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  intemperance;  i^^ 
true  it  is,  that  there  are  no  people  more  tempeii" 
than  those  of  France  and  Switzerland.  The  rea- 
son is,  that  they  make  use  of  the  products  of  their 
own  vineyards,  as  the  substitute  for  those  deleij^ 
rious  ardent  spirits  which  are  here  consuoedio 
80  lamentable  an  excess.  Give  then  to  these  ^ 
pie  a  little  indulgence,  and  you  shall  see  not  (auj 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio  festooned  by  the  git^ 
vine,  but  it  shall  climb  to  our  mounuinstop. 
and  its  fruit  bask  in  the  sunshine  upon  ail  o^ 
hills. 
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The  qaestloii  was  tliea  taken  on  reconsidering 
the  vote  on  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive; when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

EBENEZER  STEVENS,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  b 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  Lueretia  Stevens,  late 
Lucretia  Sands,  and  others — the  question  to 
strike  ont  the  first  seciion  being  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Sbebwood  supported  the  bill  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  and  very  minute  investi- 
ption.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Rbea  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill;  and,  after  refusing  to  strike  out 
the  first  section,  and  a  little  discussion  on  its  de* 
tails,  the  bill  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  921,431, 
with  interest  from  October,  1787,  and  (he  bill  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

The  sum  with  which  the  blank  was  filled  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and,  after  some  further 
remarks  from  Mr.  Rhea,  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  63,  nays  72, 
as  follows : 

Ykai — ^Messm.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Bsldwin,  Ball,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Boden,  Boss, 
Cmger,  Cnsfamao*  Darlington,  EUicott,  Enrin  of  South 
Caidina,  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Hsll  of  Delaware,  Harrison, 
Hasbrond^  Herbert*  Herkimer,  Hiteheock,  Hopkinson, 
Hostetter,  Habbard,  Hnntington,  Johnson  of  Yirguua, 
Kirtlaad,  Lawyer,  W.  Maday,  Msaon  of  Massacha- 
setts.  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Menill,  Middleton, 
Samnel  Moore,  Moseley,  Mnnay,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
NeriMtt,  Ogdcn,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pelsr, 
Pitkm,  Qnarlesy  Rice,  Ruggles,  Schuyler,  Sergeant, 
Sheiwood,  Silabea,  Stoirs,  Tallmadge,  Tavlor,  Terrell, 
Teny,  Ui^iam,  Westerlo,  Whitman,  Wilkin,  and 
WHlIsms  of  Connedicnt. 

Nats — ^Measrj.  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Bassett, 
Bateman,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Butler  of 
Looinsna,  Campbell,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Cnlbreth,  DsTidson,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle, 
Edwards,  Polger,  Gage,  Hale,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hendiicks,  Herrick,  Hogg,  Hobnes,  Hunter,  Jones, 
Kinsey,  I^sn,  LiTermore,  Lowndes,  McLean  of  IHinois, 
W.  P.  Maday,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Marr,  Miller,  H. 
Nelson,  Newton,  Patterson,  Pindidl,  Pleasants,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Ridiarda,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer, 
Scndder,  Settle,  Seybert,  Sloenmb,  Ballard  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  J.  &  Smith,  Southard,  Speed, 
Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Tarr,  Tomokins, 
Tacker  of  Yirginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolma,  Walk- 
er of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentaeky,  WendoTer 
WUtsiiaei  WiDiams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson 
of  Penna^vania. 

TuEBDAT,  December  29. 
Mr.  H.  Nel80n,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  letter  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  respecting  the  suit  commenced 
against  him  by  John  Anderson,  reported  a  reso- 
lution aothorizing  and  requesting  the  Speaker  to 
einploy  aoch  coiinsel,  as  he  may  think  proper  to 
defend  the  salt  brought  by  John.Anderson  against 
the  Nud  Thomaa  Donn,  and  that  the  ezpensea  be 


defraved  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House; 
which  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  N.  reported  also  a  bill  concerning  suits 
brought  on  copy  rights;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affiiirs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Shields,  for  compensation  for  prisoners 
captured  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  j 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  con* 
cerning  Thomas  Shields  and  others ;  which  was 
read  twice,  aud  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B. 
Lewis,"  with  an  amendment.  Thev  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Rice  Jonea ;"  in  which  amendment  and  bill 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hbrbebt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Districl^  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  corporation  of  tne  City  of  Washington  to 
open  and  extend  certain  streets  in  certain  parts 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  through  public  reser- 
vations ;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  authorizing  the  Rockville  and  Washington 
Turnpike  Company  to  extend  and  make  the  same 
from  the  line  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
boundary  of  the  Citv  of  Washington ;  which  bill 
waa  twice  read,  and  waa  about  to  be  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  when,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  RioB,  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  verbal  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B-  Lewia  was  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
Rice  Jonea  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  bill  reported  at  the  last  session,  author- 
izing a  subscription  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company,  being  called,  as  the  order 
of  the  day^ 

Mr.  TuoKBR,  of  Virginia,  after  statinff  that  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,;  who  f«- 
ported  this  bill,  and  who  was  particularly  inter- 
ested in  its  discussion,  was  absent  from  the  House, 
aa  one  of  the  Bank  Committee ;  and  that  the  in- 
formation directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  ses- 
sion to  be  collected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
had  not  yet  been  leceived  respecting  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
referred,  be  discharged  therefrom,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ment; which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was 
accordingly  so  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harold  Smith;  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  8.  King,  severally 
passed  through  Committees  of  the  Wnole ;  and 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pimoall,  the  select  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  ex- 
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£Rfemi#,  Mi  Oa^en  Utoft  q^Jir.  Mwmfard, 


vnt. 


tend  to  Jolm  Jamei  Dufoiir,  and  others,  the  time 
of  payment  for  certain  lands,  were  diiehaf||ed 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  [The  reason  of 
this  proceeding  was,  that  a  letter  has  been  re- 
ceiyed,  that  the  payment  requested  to  be  deferred 
has  since  actually  been  made,  by  a  sacrifice  of 
heavy  discount.] 

SBBN.  STEVENS,  AND  0THEB8. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hkndrickb.  to  re- 
consider the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  tne  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and  others, 
was  rejected,  on  the  ground  of  a  desire  to  i*eeom- 
mit  it  for  an  amendment,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  submit  the  justice  of  the  claim  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  of  some  other 
judicial  tribunal. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STROtHnm,  proteating 
against  the  reconsideration,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  on  the  question. 

Whereupon,  there  arose  a  debate  of  considera- 
ble interest,  and  of  two  hours  and  more  in  length, 
on  the  question  of  reconsidering  the  matter. 
The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  HtifDRicKa, 
Btorrb,  Pitkin,  bmtth,  of  Virginia,  Hopkin- 
BOM,  Wbitkan,  Miller,  and  Ssrgbant,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Strotbbr,  Rhea.  W.  P. 
IdACLAT,  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina. 

The  question  on  reconsidering  the  rote  of  yes- 
terday, was  finally  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays— yeas  76,  nays  67. 

The  bill  Deing  again  before  the  House,  the 
question  recurred  whether  it  should  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrb,  it  was  committed  to  a  select  committee. 


Wbdrebdat,  Decetnber  30. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina^  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  Bct  to  au- 
thorize the  settlement  of  the  account  of  James 
Wilde,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RoRBRtBOii,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
rate  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  B.  Reenier ;  which  was  read  \  when,  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  Eill  fbr  the  relief  of  the  said  John 
B.  Regnier^  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LiTTLB,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
•ilbject  of  the  printing  ordered  by  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  respectiveW,  to  which  was  recom- 
mitted their  report  of  the  17th  instant,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment  j  which  was  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Re$aived^  That  for  supplying  the  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  subscription  for  the 
Statistical  Annals  of  Adam  Seybert,  and  the 
nurchase  of  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics,  the 
further  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  bepaid,  oiit  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Represeata- 
tires. 


Mr.  Newton  submitted  a  joint  reBohitioB  for 
the  distribution  of  Beybert's  Sutiatleal  Aanab, 
and  direetlng  Pitkin's  Commercial  Btatisties  to 
be  deposited  in  the  Library;  which  was  read 
twice,  and, 

hir.  LiTBRMORB  moved  to  amend  tiie  aaid  reio- 
tution  authorizing  the  distribution  of  the  Stati»- 
tics,  among  the  members  of  the  next,  iaslead  of 
tbejpresent  Congress ;  which  was  rejected. 

Tne  resolution  was  then  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  HMmoiB^  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  ad- 
ditional land  offices,  for  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  also,  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appointing  a  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  said  Slate. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  end 
Revolutionary  Claims,  made  at  the  last  session 
(90th  March,  1818,)  on  the  petition  of  BeDJamia 
Wells;  whereupon,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  tne  petition  of  the  said  Benja- 
min Wells  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  said  report  lie  oa  the 
Uble. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  follawiag  titlesi  to  wit: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hardd  Sa;rytk  Ao  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker;  and,  Aa  net 
for  the  relief  of  Saaipeon  S.  King ;  w»e  seTaiaJif 
riead  a  third  tbUkt,  and  passed. 

The  hill  to  iacorpotaie  the  Medteal  S<»eicfiy  of 
the  DlMriet  of  Colambia,  aad  the  bill  to  tneaipo- 
tate  the  Provident  Asssociattea  of  Cletks  lor  tke 
District  of  Columbia,  passed  through  a  Coaiatt- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  were,  (the  fmaer  with 
some  amendments,)  ordered  to  be  eagreaaed  fyr  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Burr  also 
passed  tbrough  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  same  Committee  took  up.  also,  the  btil  for 
the  relief  of  John  Deltfield^  (to  allow  him  to  fund 
forty-three  loan  office  certincateis  of  four  hundred 
dollars  each,  with  the  balaace  of  interest.) 

The  documents  were  rea4  connected  with  the 
hill  last  mentioned,  and  Mr,  RuooLca  spoke  sant 
time  in  favor  of  the  claim ;  after  wbich  the  Com- 
mittee lose,  reported  progiese  oo  the  lafier  Mi, 
and  the  Hodse  adjoaeaed. 


TaOttaoAY,  December  3L 
I^RATH  OF  mu  MUMFOU». 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  North  Carolina,  aaQooaeed  the 
death  of  George  Mumforo,  a  member  of  thn 
House,  from  the  Sute  of  North  Carolina ;  where- 
upon, 

Re$6hed  «tumlmoat/y^  Thai  a  eomaiittee  be 
appointed  to  take  order  for  saperiatooding  the 
funeral  of  George  Mumford,  deceaaed,  late  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  WfLrUAMa, 
of  North  Carolina,  Owen,  Stewart,  of  North 
Cardina,  Settlb.  Bewards,  and  Slocdmb. 
appointed  the  said  committee.  • 
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llHUAtT,  181t. 


H.cwK. 


Rmdvei  wuanmmuif^,  Tiiat  ilm  OMiAbcra  •( 
fklt  House  will  tMCiff  \hm  tvspcet  to  ihe  mea^ 
•rf  oTGfOtai  MvMPetOL  kit«  one  of  their  body, 
hf  wairio|empe  on  their  left  Brm,  for  one  month. 

Eaohed  tmnntnioMffy,  That  the  members  of 
this  HoQse  will  attend  the  fonenU  of  the  late 
GfOKOi  MusroltD,  to-morrow  moroiog,  at  10 
o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  a  messaee  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Qbobqb  Mukfobd, 
Itte  i  membet  of  this  House, ao4  that  his  faoerai 
will  tike  place  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoMBAY,  laiMiary  4, 18ia 

Mr.  Plkabahts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
iffatrs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Slhieid^  for  stores  lost  and  privBiC  property  de- 
rtro/ed  by  the  British ;  which  report  was  r^ad } 
irkeo,  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
neot  of  a  sum  of  moaey  to  Thomas  Shields ; 
rhicb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
aitue  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PLBABAHTa,  from  the  same  commiueet  aloo 
eported  a  bill  attthoriiiBg  the  porcbase  of  li?e 
ttk  timber,  for  bvtkliAg  small  vesaeb  of  war ; 
rhieb  was  read  twioe^  and  oemmiifed  to  a  Com- 
aittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBBsoit,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
ee  OQ  Military  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
ition  of  Jasper  Bennett,  on  behalf  of  bis  son 
lalcolm  Bennett ;  which  was  read ;  when,  Mr.  J. 
eported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Malcolm 
knneu ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
0  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
ommitted  the  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  author- 
ling  the  sale  of  certain  grounds,  belonging  to  the 
Inited  Sutei,  in  the  Ctty  of  Washington,  were 
i^cbarged,  and  the  bill  referred  to  a  select  com* 
littee;  and  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Culbbbtb  were 
ppoiated  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soott,  the  Committee  on 
tensions  and  Rerolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
tracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofprovid- 
ig  by  Jaw  for  the  payment  of  a  loan  office  cer- 
ficat^  for  two  hundred  dollars,  issued  to  Thomas 
tioer  by  S.  Hillcps,  on  the  23d  day  of  Decem- 
er,  1777,  with  the  interest  thereon,  according  to 
le  tenor  of  said  certificate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobrbon,  of  Kentucky,  the 
ommiiiee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
'ere  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
itabVishing  a  post  route,  by  water,  from  Louls- 
ille,  in  BSotucky,  to  St.  Louis,  on  the  Missis* 

PP>- 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
BssiDBNT  or  tbe  Unitbd  Statbb  : 
b  the  Boueeof  BepnunlaikeBofiht  UniUd  SUmUe  -• 

la  compliance  with  a  xesolntioii  of  the  House  of 
spraeentatiTes  of  the  7th  instant,  rsqueeting  me  to 
f  befon  it  the  pioceediage  which  ha^been  had  under 
•  act  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  gradoal  inctease  of 
B  Navy  of  the  United  BUtes,"  spedlying  the  nomlier 
■hipe  thai  have  been  put  on  tiie  stocks,  and  ef  what 


dass,  and  the  quantity  and  idod  ef  ttateriale  wUCh 
ha«e  been  preeiied,  in  compliance  with  the  provliione 
of  said  act,  and  alio  the  sums  of  money  whidk  have 
been  paid  out  of  tlie  ftrada  created  by  the  aaid  act,  and 
fct  what  objects;  and  likewise  the  contracti  which 
have  been  eaterad  inte^  In  execution  of  the  aaid  act,  on 
which  moneys  may  not  yet  have  been  advanced;  I 
transmit  a  lepert  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Mavy , 
together  with  a  eommuaication  from  the  Beaid  of 
Navy  CommiMioners,  wluch,  with  the  document  ac- 
companying it,  comprehends  all  the  information  le- 
quired  by  the  House  of  Representativee. 

JAMBB  MONROE. 

BSOJKBBB  31,  1818. 

Tbe  Message,  with  its  enclosures,  Was  ordered 
to  be  pnaced. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Butlbb,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay 
before  tbe  House  any  inforOAtion  in  his  posses- 
sion reepectUig  the  adjustment  and  payment  of 
the  claim  o(  the  friendly  Creek  Indians,  made 
in  consideration  of  their  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  of  August  9, 1814. 

The  engrossed  bill^  autboilzlng  the  corporation 
of  the  City  of  Washington  to  cut  streeu  through 
ocrtain  public  reservations;  the  encrosaed  biU  to 
incorporate  the  Provident  Associauoa  of  Clerks 
ia  the  public  offices  in  the  City  of  Waahingtoa ; 
the  engrossed  resolution  auihorisiBg  a  distmbv^ 
tioQ  of  tbe  number  of  Seybert's  Statrnties,  sub- 
scribed for  by  Cooffress ;  and  the  eflgiosaed  btfl 
to  incorporate  the  Aledical  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict bf  Columbia,  were  sereraliy  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.  [The  House  divided  on  the 
latter,  which  passed  oy  a  vote  of  56  to  48.] 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompaoied  with  a 
list  of  the  names,  dbc.  of  persons  placed  en  the 
pension  list,  to  the  16th  of  November  last,  under 
the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1618.  rendered  in 
compliaoce  with  the  resolutions  of  this  House, 
of  the  20th  of  April  and  28th  of  November, 
181S;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  mble. 

EXPORTS.^ 

The  SP£a<bb  laid  before  tlie  House  the  lol» 
lowing  letter  frona  the  Seofotary  of  the  Treasury : 

TnaAStrBT  DiFABtwav*,  Jkn.  1, 161f. 
8s»:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement  of 
the  OKpoits  of  the  Uniled  OUtee,  during  itie  year  end* 
vig  the  Mth  fieptombei^  1818,  amounlfaig  in  valuer  in 
artidleaof 

Domestie  pmdnoe  aadmanufactuie,  to  978,864^497 
Fonign       do       do       do       do        19,4M,096 


■■•A^ 


•9S,B81,188 
Which  aiticles  appear  to  have  been  exported  to  the 
following  oountnes,  via: 

To  the  northern  countries  of 

Europe  -        «        .        .  1,904,269  1,081,4M 
To  the  dominioiis   of  the 

Netherhmds   *        -       .  4|]98,778  8,088,711 

Of  Great  Bcitahi  44^36,558  8;i9S,B80 

Of  France*        -  10,088,798  3,883,781 

Of  Spain    -        -  4,680,681  8,^7,888 

OfPortasal        -  8,880,018  ^48^168 


iSB 


:hi8tobt  of  CONGRBSB- 
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&orR. 


Execuiive  Meamigu^'ImporUfrom  Canada, 


jAiroAKT,l8l9. 


Tfaa  Ha»M  TowBf  uidporte 

of  Oermanj  -       -       - 

▲U  others-       .        -        - 


S^60,00S       1,073,491 
3^16,856      4,916,589 


$73,854,437  9lO,4S6,696 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A^ 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  6PI4KIB  of  the  Honee  of  Reps« 

The  letter,  with  its  eoclosnresi  wta  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

EXECUTIYE  MESSAGE,  dec 

A  Message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tbe  (Jhited  States,  as  follows : 
To  the  Botue  of  Repraentativei  of  the  UniUd  St^tee.* 

In  complisnce  with  a  resointion  of  the  Hones  of 
BsprssentattTes,  of  the  24th  instsnt,  requesting  me  to 
lay  before  it  "  copies  of  the  correspondence,  if  any, 
between  the  Depsxtment  of  War  and  the  GoTcmor  of 
Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  latter  to  the 
former,  dated  on  the  1st  of  Jane,  of  the  present  jear, 
commnnicated  to  the  Hones  on  the  12th  instant,  and 
also  the  correspondence,  if  anj,  between  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wsr  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  an- 
swer to  the  letter  of  the  Istter,  of  the  date  7th  May, 
1818,  also  commnnicated  to  the  House,  on  the  18th 
instant ;"  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretarj  of 
War,  with  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Major 
Van  Derenter,  Cluef  Clerk  In  the  Department  of 
War,*in  rep^  to  General  Jackson's  letter  of  the  7th 
of  May,  1818. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DncBMBim  31, 1818. 

DBFAmTMBR  ov  Wak,  Dcc,  80, 1818. 

'  The  SecretaiT  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resointion  of  tne  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  Uie 
S4th  initent,  ^  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
I9tatei  to  causs  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  if,  in  his 
opinion  the  same  should  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 

Snblic  interest,  copies  of  the  correspondence,  if  any, 
otween  the  Department  of  War  and  the  GoTernor  of 
Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Istter  to  the 
former,  dated  on  the  1st  of  June  of  the  present  year, 
communicated  to  this  House  on  the  18th  instant;  and 
alK>4he  correspondence,  if  any,  between  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  an- 
swer to  the  letter  of  the  latter,  of  the  date  of  the  7th 
of  May,  1818,  also  communiealed  to  this  House  on 
the  18th  instant,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  written  liy  Major  Yanderenter,  Chief 
Clerk,  Department  of  War,  in  reply  to  General  Jack- 
son'e  letter  of  the  7th  of  May,  1818,  and  to  state  that 
no  letter  was  written  by  this  Department  to  the  Got- 
emor  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  1st  of 
June,  1818. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Extraet  of  a  Utter  from  Major  C.  Yandieoaiter^  Chief 
Clerk,  to  Major  OenenU  Andrew  Jaekeon,  dated 

*<  DxPAmTvavT  ov  Wab,  June  8, 1818. 

«<Your  letters  of  the  7th  of  April,  one  wHhout 
date,  and  of  the  S6th  of  April,  are  received. 

«The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Sec- 
vetary  of  War  are  out  of  town.  The  former  will  re- 
turn whoQi  the  15th  instant,  the  latter  not  before  U&e 
middle  of  next  month.    So  soon  as  the  President  re- 


turns, your  despatches,  together  with  your  orden  (o 
Major  Daris,  commanding  the  arrest  of  Captaia 
Wright,  and  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  th«  GoTeraor  of 
Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  horrid  and  ntrodoiu  ds- 
structaon  of  the  Choctaw  Tillage,  will  be  laid  before 
him.  In  the  meantime  I  am  adrised  to  communkile 
the  <*oittnion"  that  the  trial  of  Captain  Wright,  bj 
court  martial,  is  decidedly  preferable  to  a  civil  pros^ 
cution  in  the  Federal  court.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 
IMPORTS  FROM  CANADA* 

Mr.  Palmer,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resointion : 

Beeobfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  andMeani 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  provisions  sre  necesiaiy  to  be  made  more  cffee- 
tnally  to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties  on  goods,  Ac. 
imported  by  lend,  from  the  British  provinces  in  Amer- 
ica, into  the  United  States :  also,  taat  tbe  same  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  4th  section  of  a  law  of  Congress 
passed  the  3d  dsy  of  March,  1817,  that  the  ptoridoos 
therein  contained  ahall  apply  only  to  staamboats  on 
Lake  Champlain  that  are  employed  vri&oUy  in  6is 
transportation  of  passengers  and  their  baggage,  tad 
that  the  said  ssction  shall  not  extend  to  authorise  lb 
entry  of  any  goods,  ftc,  except  passengeia'  baggtfe, 
in  any  distnct  other  than  the  one  into  wbidi  thej  in 
to  be  landed;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othenriia 

Mr.  P.  said  that  he  had,  u  few  days  preriouslf, 
moved  the  reference  of  similar  resolutions  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manafactttres; 
that  they  were  not  then  adopted,  beeaase,  as  he 
anderstood.  the  subject  was  ihon^ht  most  prop- 
erlv  to  refer  itself  to  the  Committee  of  wafi 
ana  Means.  He  now  hastened,  he  said,  to  renew 
them  with  this  alteration,  lest  it  should  be  thon|h( 
the  House  was  unwilling  to  consider  a  subject 
that  was  of  much  importance  to  the  sectioD  of 
country  which  he  represented;  which,  he  was 
persuaded,  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  had  been  his  fortune,  as  residing 
nearer  the  frontier  alluded  to  than  most  other 
members,  to  hare  witnessed  the  deplorable  inad- 
equacy of  our  revenue  laws,  as  thejr  tre  at  pres- 
ent constituted,  to  meet  the  kind  of  importations 
bj  land  from  Canada  which  prevails  on  our 
Northern  frontier;  that  the  collectors  of  the  dis- 
trict  of  Vermont  and  Champlain  bad  both  stated 
to  him,  in  personal  conversation,  their  full  con- 
viction that  some  improvements  to  the  rerenue 
laws  applicable  to  our  Northern  frontier  are  ab- 
solutely necessary.  It  would  be  farther  recol- 
lected, Mr.  P.  said,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
our  revenue  laws,  had,  at  the  last  session,  recom- 
mended similar  provisions  to  those  now  contem- 
Elated;  but  that  those  provisions  bad  not  yet 
een  inssed  into  law. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  it  was  necessary  now  to  state  is 
what  the  difficulties  existing  in  the  system  ot 
our  revenQe  laws,  as  apfdicaole  to  this  frontier, 
consisted,  he  would  say-^that  the  revenue  lain 
all  contemplated  goods,  dte.,  to  be  entered  at  the 
office  of  the  collector  of  tbe  customs  only,  and 
not  at  the  offices  of  the  deputy coileeiors  resi- 
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diDg  on  the  different  rcMids,  distant  from  the  eoi- 
leetor'f  ofBe^  by  wbieli  ^odt  are  introdaced. 
We  had,  Mr.  P.  said,  provided  for  the  appoint- 
meni  of  depoty  ooHeetors,  to  be  stationed  on  the 
prioeipal  roads  bv  which  goods  are  introdaced, 
10  order  to  snard  them ;  but  there  were  no  pro- 
TisioDs,  Mr.  P.  said,  obliging  importers  to  report 
or  enter  their  goods  at  those  eustom-honse  offi- 
ces. Mr.  P.  said  his  object  was  to  makait  ob- 
ii^tory  OD  the  importers,  under  penalty  of  a  for- 
feitore  of  their  goods,  and  the  other  usual  penid- 
ties, "  to  report  and  enter  their  goods  at  the  office 
of  the  deputy  collector  nearest  tl&e  road  by  which 
tbey  are  first  imported.''  At  present,  goods  were 
tmoggled  ptst  the  custom-house  officers  stationed 
on  these  sereral  arenues ;  and,  if  pursued  and 
orertakea,  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  accrued ;  and 
it  was  sufficient  for  the  smuggler  to  allege  that 
he  iaieDded  to  enter  his  goods  at  the  office  of  the 
coJIeeCor  of  the  district,  where  alone  be  is  re- 
quired, by  law,  to  report  and  enter  them ;  and 
the  inspector  mast  accept  this  declaration  as 
tQfficient,and  receire  the  duties;  hence  a  maxim 
has  grown  ioto  uae.  **  to  import  goods  as  secretly 
as  ponible,  and,  if  detected,  it  is  always  soon 
enough  tb  enter  them  and  pay  duties."  One 
diffieohy,  out  of  many  thus  occasioned,  was^  that 
the  officers  of  the  customs,  instead  of  receiring 
the  duties  and  entries  at  the  place  where  they 
trtjhft  importetL  are  compelled  to  pursue  the 
^oods,  ihns  seerecly  introduced,  all  o?er  the  inte- 
rior of  these  districts,  in  order  to  collect  the  dn* 
ties  on  them;  whereas,  if  the  imnorters  were 
required,  by  proper  penalties  and  forfeitures,  to 
enter  them  "  at  the  office  of  the  collector  of  the 
customs  nearest  the  road  by  which  they  are  first 
imported,"  the  principal  aifficulties  complained 
of  would  be  rennoTed.  Mr.  P.  said  that  the 
other  branch  of  the  resolution  applied  to  steam- 
boau  on  Lake  Champlain ;  and  their  object  is  to 
uke,  from  such  as  may  be  used  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  trade,  the  privilege  of  importing 
goods  subject  to  duty,  without  observing  the 
same  rules  which  are  exacted  in  other  cases,  in 
order  to  prevent  imposition  upon  the  revenue. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  believed  the  privileges  granted 
to  steamboats  to  enter  goods,  other  than  passen- 
gers' baggage,  in  any  other  district  than  the  one 
m  which  they  were  to  be  landed,  bad  alreadv 
proved  injurious  to  its  operations.  But.  Mr.  P. 
ttid,  he  had  a  farther  and  more 'powerful  reason 
which  induced  him  to  wish  for  an  alteration  of 
the  law,  alluded  to  in  this  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  P«  said  it  was. now  understood,  that 
an  additional  steamboat  would  be  employed  on 
that  lake  ihe  next  season,  which  was  intended  to 
be  solely  employed  for  the  purposes  of  commerce. 
And  if  this  section  is  permittM  to  remain,  a  pro- 
vision, which  was  only  intended  to  afford  a  facil- 
ity to  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  their 
^^9S^S^i  v*^t  become  applicable  to  the  great 
body  of  our  importations  by  that  lake,  and  will 
supersede  one  of  the  principal  guards  to  our  rev- 
enue laws ;  that  is,  the  necessity  of  entering 
goods,  which  are  subject  to  duties,  in  the  district 
in  which  they  are  landed.    Mr.  P.  said  that  he 


should  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  the  ob* 
servations  be  had  made,  but  that  the  subject  was 
somewhat  local,  and  he  had  thought  it  due  to  the 
House  to  express  some  of  the  principal  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  offer  the  resolution  to 
the  House. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mnaom  introduced  the  resolution  which 
follows  by  a  few  remarks,  importing  that  the  law 
of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  engaging  in  the  aiave 
trade,  was  evaded  in  a  manner  which  demanded 
the  interposition  of  Congress.  He  referred  to  the 
law  which  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  employ  our  armed  Tesoels  in  exe* 
cutlaff  its  provisions,  and  also  authorizee  these 
veaseu  to  seize  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  all  ships  and  vessels  engaged  in  the 
violation  of  it.  In  a  publication  which  Mr.  M. 
said  be  had  seen,  and  to  which  he  referred^  the 
names  were  given  of  at  least  twenty  vcsseb  ntted 
out  in  the  ports  of  the  United  ^States  for  the  ob- 
vious purpose  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade. 
Apjpeals  had  been  taken  from  the  decbions  which 
had  been  made  by  the  inferior  tribunals  in  some 
of  these  cases,  ana  the  names  of  American  houses 
and  American  citizens  engaged  in  this  detestable 
traffic,  were  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  the 
British  court.  To  obtain  information  having  a 
direct  bearing  on  this  subject,  Mr.  M.  submitted 
this  resolution : 

Buohtdf  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Kavy  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  a  copy  of  such  instmctions,  if 
any,  as  may  have  been  issued  by  thu  Department^  in 
poivnanee  of  the  aet  of  Congress  of  1617,  prdiihittng 
the  importation  of  sIstss,  to  the  commanoers  of  the 
snnad  Yesseb  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting,  on  the  coast  of  Afiiea,  or  elsewhere,  soeh 
vessels  as  have  been  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Merobb  then  said,  he  had  another  resolu- 
tion tooffisr,  in  relation  to  another  branch  of  the 
same  subject.  We  have  all  been  informed,  he 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  months,  that 
individuals  brought  into  the  United  States,  in 
violation  of  the  law  before  referred  to,  had.  In 
execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  been  con* 
demned  to  hereditary  slavery  \  and,  on  examining 
the  acts  of  Congress,  he  found  that  the  authority 
under  which  this  iniquity  (he  would  so  call  it) 
had  been  practised,  was  derived  from  one  of  these 
acu.  To  obtain  such  informatioa  as  might  asaist 
the  House  in  arriving  at  a  proper  remedy  for  this 
fault,  he  moved  the  following  reaolutioB : 

Buohtdt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  number  and  namea 
of  Uie  slave  ships,  if  sny,  which  hsTS  been  seised 
and  condemned  within  the  United  States  for  violation 
of  the  laws  thereof  against  the  importation  of  slaves^ 
and  if  any  negroes,  mnlattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  have 
been  found  on  board  sndi  vessels,  their  number,  and 
the  disposition  whidi  have  been  made  of  them  }7^^ 
ssveral  State  governments  under  whose 
tbsy  have  follsB. 
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Mr,  Stsotbis  moved  to  amMd  tli#  Kvolutioo 
to  •■  to  direct  b  report  to  be  made  alao  of  tlie 
nuaber  and  names  of  ibe  slare  abipe,  if  sBTf  and 
tbe  ports  from  wbieb  they  bad  saiJed,  if  thef 
eoula  be  aseertained^  Mr.  S.  said  he  wished  that 
the  igDomioT  of  this  trade,  if  an^,  should  atiaeh 
where  it  beiooged,  aod  oot  be  imtmted,  on  the 
authority  of  general  rumor,  to  the  wnole  country. 
He  wished  at  least  that  the  eooiHry  of  which  be 
was  a  RepreMBtatiye  should  be  afaaolved  £pom 
aar  charge  of  participation  in  iL 

Mr.  Flotd  wished,  also^  that  the  names  of  the 
plaaes  where  the  vessels  are  owned  should  be 
added  to  that  of  the  plaee  whence  they  sailed. 

Mr*  Cobb  desired  to  amend  this  resolve  further, 
so  as  to  Beqnire  information  by  whom,  as  wvll  as 
where^  the  vessels  were  owned. 

These  BBMndmenis  were  not  ohjaeted  to  by 
Mr.  Mbbobb,  and  were,  as  well  as  the  erigiBal 
motion,  all  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Commitlen  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  JobaDelaMd* 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  TeBBeseae,  occupied  the  floor,  in 
opposition  to  the  claim,  uatil  after  three  o'clock ; 
when  the  Committee  rose  and  repotted  progress. 

TuBBPATj  January  5. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  this  House  a  letter 
addreased  to  him  by  Benjamin  H.  Latrobe,  late 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings  and  of  the  Cap-* 
itol,  at  the  City  of  Washiogton,  in  relation  to  hu 
Qonduet  while  ia  the  capacitjr  aforesaid ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablie  Build- 
ings. 

Mr,  8Mim  of  Maiyland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  an4  Meaos,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Ooodtttg  and  James  Wiliiamsi  which 
Wfts  rend ;  when  Mr.  8*  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  said  John  (hooding  and  James  Wil^ 
liams;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow* 

Mr.  PoiMBBxrBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Rice  Jones,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PuBAaAMTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  amount  of  the  seen- 
rity  lo  be  required  from  navy  ayents,  made  a 
ranori;  which  was  read;  when  Mr. P. reported 
a  bill  concarniog  navv  agents;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mt.  PiNDALL,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  session,  on  the  sobiect^  reported 
a  bUl  to  authorize  the  prosecution  or  suits,  in  the 
nature  of  petitions  of  right  and  informalities  of 
intrusion,  in  cases  in  which  the  United  States  are 
concerned;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  ^f  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
-^«  committed,  yesterday,  the  bill  czplanntory  of 


the  act,  aulhorisinff  the  sale  of  oertnin  gnHiQd& 
belonglBg  to  the  United  States,  in  the  City  ot 
WashiBfton,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  rend,  and  the  eaad  hill  was 
ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table* 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  CAMrBBLL,  the  Committee 
OB  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  ta  ioqniie 
into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  kw  to  vest,  in 
the  Lsgislatnre  of  the  State  of  Ohie^  power  to  sell 
the  remaiaing  thirty«five  eeetione  or  land  in  the 
reeervatlon  at  the  Seiota  Salt  Works,  and  to  ap- 
ply the  proceeds  of  the  sale  te  such  parpoBes,m 
the  use  of  the  Suta  as  the  said  LcfwlBttise  maj 
deem  most  proper. 

On  motion  oif  Mr.  Sodtbbbd,  the  Committne 
on  the  sabfcct  of  the  Militia  wera  insuncted  to 
inquire  wosther  any,  and,  if  any,  what  nitnratioa 
or  ameadaMat  u>  the  laws  of  the  Untaad  Smaes 
are  necessary  to  insure  an  e^tmUa  enrulmeat, 
and  annual  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  respective 
States. 

Oa  motioB  by  Mr.  Sampbob,  the  OonmitCceflf 
Ways  and  Means  were  iastructed  lo  inqatreiato 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  fifth  aeetion  of 
the  act, entitled  ^An  actlayiuji  a  dunr  on  impeited 
salt ;  granting  a  bounty  on  pmled  fish  ekponsd ; 
and  allawaaees  to  eertaia  vessels  emfiloyed  la  the 
fiaheries,"  so  that  the  owner  of  every  Taasel  above 
twenty  tons,  employed  in  the  fisheries,  shall  re- 
ceive an  allowance  of  fonr  dcUars*  for  aaeh  aad 
every  ton  of  such  vessel's  burden :  ProndBd,  That 
the  allowance  aforesaid  on  any  one  vesael,  for  one 
season,  shall  oot  exceed  three  hnndiud  nnd  sixty 
dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Albzasibbb  SmTe,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mnnufactarci  were 
instructed  te  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of  fixing 
the  standard  of  wei^ts  and  measures* 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Houae  a  letter 
from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  list,  made  out  hy  the  Register  m 
the  Treasury,  of  those  persons  who  hare  aot  ren- 
dered acceuats  for  settlement  within  the  year ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

The  Cummittee  of  the  Whole  having  been  dis- 
charged, on  motion  of  Mr.  Ricb,  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
RockTille  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company 
to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the  city  houndar/,  the 
same  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fiw  a 
rcadiaff. 

A  Mansge  was  received  fron  the  Pbbbii 
Of  THB  Ubitbd  Statbb,  bs  follows : 

T^the  Houae  of  MeprtBetOMoeitftke  lMiiedStai$$i 
I  tnnsmit  to  Coagrsss  a  prodamatton,  dated  the 
SBd  of  last  month*  of  ths  convention  made  and  con- 
cluded St  Madrid,  between  the  Plompotamiarios  of  thi 
United  StatM  and  Hio  CstiioUo  M^oslj,  on  the  11th 
of  August,  IBOa,  the  ratifieatbns  of  which  wera  not 
ezchsngod  till  the  Blot  ultimo^  togethtf  with  the  traai* 
lotion  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Bpain,  to  theSoo* 
retsiyofStste. 

JAMEB  MONROS. 
WABBiireTov,  Janumry  4,  1819. 

The  Message  wae  read,  and,  with  its  neeom- 
pnnying  documents,  ordered  to  lie  en  the  tnhle. 
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The  Hoase  then  again  resolred  itself  icto  a 
Commiuee  of  the  Whole  oq  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Deialield. 

Mr.  Rbba  concladed,  in  about  half  an  hoar,  the 
speech  be  yesterday  commeDced  against  the  bill. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr. 
CuBHMANj  each  at  some  length,  in  support  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Claibobnb  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  motion  was  carried  by 
a  Large  majoritv ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Litbbmobb,  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Burr,  referred 
to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  also 
stricken  out. 

The  Committee  thea  rose,  and  reported  th^ 
bills  as  amended  to  the  House. 

The  question  oo  coocorring  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  pn  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield,  was 
*  decided  in  the  afilrmatire,  by  yeas  and  nays-^ 
90  to  64,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

The  amendment  reported  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Burr,  was  also  concurred  in  by 
the  House,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

Then  the  Houie  adjourned. 


H.of  R, 


mm> 


Wbdhbsdat,  January  6. 

Mr.  CnowBLt,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
poioted  on  the  petition  of  the  I#^islati?e  Coone il 
and  House  of  Hepresentatires  of  the  Territory 
of  Alabama,  on  behalf  of  Tandy  Walkeri  reported 
a  bill  to  plane  the  said  Tandy  Walker  on  the 
pension  list  j  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  oo  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CbowbliL,  the  ComaBittee  on 
the  Pablic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  anthoiiaing  by  law  the  sale  of 
such  townships  of  land,  in  the  Alabama  Teiritory, 
that  hare  been  returned  by  the  surreyors,  as  not« 
in  their  opinion,  worth  two  doUazo  ner  acre,  and 
consequently  not  surreyed  or  ofiered  for  salew 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  and  Manaffers  of  the  Rock? ille  and 
WaahiogtoB  Tqrnpike  Road  Company,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  a  turn* 
mke  road  to  or  from  the  boundary  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  through 
the  said  0iatrict,  to  the  line  thereof,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  Mised. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbbobb,  the  Seereury  of 
War  «as  directed  to  report  to  this  Honee,  the 
present  suength  and  distribution  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Sutes ;  and  to  subjoin  to  such  report 
die  anmher  and  value  of  the  extra  days'  labor  per* 
formed  by  the  aeveral  detachmenis  thereof  re- 
spectirely,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
October  lasL  upon  roads  or  other  objects  of  £itigue 
duly ;  together  with  a  statement  of  such  ol^ects, 
if  any  there  are,  of  a  similar  nature,  to  which  it 
is  eoaicmplated  to  direct  the  labor  of  the  troops, 
in  the  current  year,  distinguishing  the  sums  ex* 
psnded  on  roads. 


lULITABT  APPSOPBIATION  BILL. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  then  aaaouaeed, 
a  BPMHion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland, 
to  take  npf  out  of  its  tura,  the  hill  making  appro* 
priationa  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Bstab* 
lishment  for  1819. .  This  departure  from  the 
usual  course  of  business  requires  the  unaaimoiu 
consent  of  the  House.  Mr.  MnBoan  of  Yirginiai 
ohjeoted,  and  the  question  was  therefore  not  pat. 

Mr.  Bmitb  then  moved  to  postpone  all  the  ei* 
ders  of  the  day  which  preceded  that  biU,  in  order 
to  takiB  i(  up. 

Mr.  Wii.Luiia.  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  motioui  considering  it,  in  the  present  slate  of 
the  booineis  before  the  Hoose,  to  be  premntufc- 
There  were  aoTeral  propositions  htfore  the  Honee. 
yet  to  be  decided  on,  by  which  the  provisions  ot 
the  bill  might  he  affiMted ;  anoogit  which  waa 
a  proposition  to  reduce  the  Army,  the  deeiaiea 
of  which  ought  certainly  to  pieoeae  that  on  thia 
hill. 

Mr#  Mntonn,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the 
motioUf  There  was  no  part  of  oor  institutiom, 
he  said,  in  regard  to  whieh  there  ought  to  be  ken 
prenipitaiien«  or  oaore  delibetation,  than  in  what 
regarded  the  Ara»y  of  the  United  Stntesi  Thai^ 
he  said,  waa  the  doetrine  of  the  Coaatitotioa, 
The  illuatrious  framers  of  that  inatrwaent  were 
men  who  looked  hack  on  the  pages  of  history, 
and  for.ward  into  futurity ;  and  aflaoncst  other 
previs40n9  of  the  Constitution,  Ihey  haa  ineetled 
one  vhieh  proridea  thai  no  appropriation  to  the 
use  of  the  Army  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than 
two  yean.  Mr.  M  waa  opposed  to  going  into 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  at  the  present  tiaie. 
for  reasons  which  he  proceeded  to  state.  He  had 
waitedfhe  said,  and  the  nation  had  anxionsly 
waited  until  the  two  oommitteee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war 
should  make  their  reporu.  The  House  was 
aware  that  some  difference  of  opinion  had  ex- 
isted between  those  two  comautteet,  as  to  the 
scope  of  their  respective  duties;  but,  be  hnd  thia 
morning  understood  with  pleasure,  from  the  chatr- 
main  of  the  Militarjr  Committee,  that  a  report 
on  this  important  subject  might  be  expected  Irom 
that  committee  in  a  few  days.  Nov,  Mr.  M« 
said,  he  woold  exercise  the  candor  here  to  do* 
cUre,  that  his  own  opinion  on  the  subject  wna 
oMde  up  i  but  the  courtesy  due  to.  those  differ- 
ently situated  and  to  the  naval  cmiree  of  debate 
in  the  House  forbad  him  from  proceeding,  at  ihia 
lime,  to  intimate  the  grounds  of  hia  opinion; 
which  was,  that,  if  there  was  no  other  mode  of 
expressing  the  sense  of  this  House,  in  relation  to 
the  transactions  of  that  war,  the  number  of  Mnjor 
Qenerals  in  the  Army  should  be  reduced  to  one. 
If  no  other  gentleman  should  make  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  Mr.  M.  said  he  should,  very  relnct^ 
antly,  take  upon  himself  the  burden  of  proposing 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  in  some 
shape  or  other.  He  should  at  present  invite  no 
discussion  on  this  subject,  unless  other  gentle- 
men sought  it ;  but,  he  said— for  he  had  not  for 
many  nights  been  able  to  sleep  in  quiet  en  his 
pillow  from  his  painful  reflections  on  the.  trans- 
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actions  of  that  war — it  was  a' duty  he  owed  to 
himselfj  to  his  constituents,  and  to  his  country, 
and  which  he  shoold  therefore  fee)  himself  bound 
to  perforin,  to  express  his  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  incidents  and  character  of  the  Sem- 
inole war. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  said,  that,  for  his  part, 
his  slombers  had  not  been  at  all  disturbed  by  the 
circumstance  the  gentleman  had  referred  to ;  nor 
did  he  see  what  connexion  the  question  arising 
out  of  the  Seminole  war  had  with  the  annual 
appropriation  bill  for  the  support  cf  the  Army. 
Ills  object  was  to  pass  the  bill,  that  the  officers 
of  tbeOoTemment  might  not  be  obliged  to  make 
use  of  the  public  money  without  appropriations 
by  law,  or  the  Army  to  remain  unjpttid.  Was  it 
not  proper,  be  asked,  that  appropriations  should 
be  made  before  the  commencement  of  the  year? 
Or  was  the  House  to  wait  till  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  till  ail  the  discussions  on  the  subject 
of  the  Seminole  war  had  been  gone  through  ? 
Suppose  the  proposition  to  reduce  fhe  Army 
should  succeed,  the  appropriation  bill  would  not 
interfere  with  it,  because,  if  the  expenditure 
should  be  diminished,  the  surplus  would  remain 
lA  the  Treasury.  In  the  early  history  of  our 
QoTemment,  it  had  been  usual  to  pass  the  annual 

SpropriatioQ  bills  soon  in  the  session ;  and  such, 
r.  S.  thought,  was  the  obviously  proper  course. 
The  Quartermaster  General's  department  and 
provision  department  must  go  on ;  and  the  appro- 

f»riatibns  for  them  ought  not  to  be  withheld 
onffer  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Mbrceb  said,  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  appropriation  bill  ought  to  pass  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  year,  proved  too 
much ;  for  this  was  not  the  first  day  of  the  month, 
but  the  sixth,  nor  the  first  of  the  session,  said  he, 
for  we  have  been  here  almost  two  months.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  he  said,  looked  to 
this  mode  of  checking  abuses  in  the  military  au- 
thority ;  and,  countenanced  by  their  authority  and 
by  their  wisdom,  he  should  persevere  in  his  op- 
position to  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
at  this  time  on  the  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Storbs^  of  New  York,  said,  if  the  gentle- 
man supposed  that,  by  going'  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  now,  the  appropriation  bill  would  be 
immediately  despatched,  he  was  very  much  mis- 
taken. The  first  inquiry,  on  proceeding  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  would  be,  whether  the 
House  approved  of  the  purposes  in  which  the 
Army  had  been  employed.  This  would  bring 
before  the  Home  not  only  the  conduct  of  any 
particular  part  of  the  Army,  but  the  whole  Mil- 
itary Establishment  Mr.  S.  was,  therefore,  op- 
posed to  goiuff  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
until  he  saw  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Mi  1- 
iury  Affairs  on  the  subject,  as  it  was  understood 
that  the  whole  subject  would  thus  soon  be  pro- 
perly before  them. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,said,if  there  was  not 
reason  to  expect  that  discussion  would  take  place 
on  direct  propositions,  respecting  the  Seminole 
war  and  the  execution  oi  Arbutbuot  and  Am- 
brister,  as  well  as  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army, 


he  should  not  have  been  surprised  at  this  inci- 
dental discussion.  This  morning,  he  said,  had 
been  the  first  time  the  Military  dommlttee  had 
been  able  to  take  up  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
and  no  disposition  to  procrastinate  could  be  at- 
tributed to  them,  when  it  was  known  that  in  the 
next  week  the  Military  Committee  would  make 
some  kind  of  a  report.  So  far  from  any  abase 
in  the  administration  of  the  War  Department, 
calling  for  legislation  out  of  the  ordinary  course, 
without  going  into  particulars — he  would  no 
more  than  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia  provoke 
a  discussion  at  this  time-^the  same  establish- 
ment called  for  a  less  appropriation  this  year,  by 
$500,000,  than  last  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  War 
Department  by  late  modifications  of  its  details. 
As  a  general  principle,  unless  in  times  of  ffreat 

Sublic  calamity,  the  courtesy  never  had  been 
enied  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  take  up  the  appropriation 
bills  when  called  tor  by  him.  It  was  proper  that 
this  bill  should  now  be  early  passed  upon,  to 
prevent,  on  the  one  hand,  that  kind  of  interreg- 
num in  tbe  establishment  which  must  be  pro* 
duced  by  stopping  the  expenditure  for  piori- 
sions,  pay,  Ac,,  or,  on  the  other,  the  alternative 
of  paying  money  from  the  Treasury  without 
previous  appropriation  by  law.  He  hoped|  there- 
fore, the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  go  on. 

Mr.  TuoKBB,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  very 
well  satisfied,  that,  with  respect  to  the  grreater 
part  of  the  military  appropriations,  it  was  prac- 
ticable for  the  House  to  act  on  them,  and  to  go 
on  and  make  appropriations,  without  committing 
themselves  on  any  principle  likely  to  be  brought 
into  discussion.  But  there  was  at  least  one  sub- 
ject embraced  in  the  bill,  to  which  this  remark 
did  not  apply;  and  it  was  proper  to  inquire 
whether,  on  that  subject,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  could  impart  to 
the  House  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
it  to  act  understandingly.  Mr.  T.  said^  he  had 
seen,  in  the  National  Intelli^ncer  of  this  morn- 
ing, notice  that  thirteen  miles  of  the  military 
road  on  the  northern  frontier  of  New  York  had 
been  completed.  He  did  not  allude  to  this  work 
because  he  disapproved  of  it,  for  it  had  his  henrty 
approbation — but,  he  asked,  by  whti  aotboritj 
had  this  road  been  made,  and  by  whtt  means? 
By  the  authority,  undoubtedly,  of  an  appropriation 
made  by  Congress,  in  the  last  appropriation  bill. 
By  what  authority  would  that  work,  now  in  pro- 
gress, continue  to  be  prosecuted?  That  these 
thirteen  miles  .of  excellent  northern  road  were 
made  for  nothing,  when  the  House  rery  well 
knew  that  the  Cumberland  road  cost  at  letst 
something,  was  not  to  be  believed.  By  whst 
authority,  then,  was  the  road  to  be  continued  f 
B]f  the  authority,  unquestionabiv,  of  an  appro- 

Kriation  contained  in  this  bill.  Agreed,  sir,  said 
Ir.  T.— give  me  internal  improvement,  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  and  I  care  little  what 
department  has  charge  of  it.  But  I  think  it  but 
fair,  and  perfectly  right,  that  this  House  should 
distinctly  express  its   opinion  on  the  subject. 


449 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


460 


JlNUART,  1810. 


Military  Appropriation  BUI, 


H.  OF  R, 


When  we  come  to  that  pert  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  dnartermaster't  department,  or  for  the 
Pay  department,  I  think  it  would  he  better  to 
separate  from  them  so  mach  as  is  required  by 
the  expenditure  for  making  roads,  and  that  it  be 
either  appropriated  in  a  separate  kill,  or  under  a 
separate  head  of  expenditure  in  the  same  bill, 
that  we  may  all  see  and  understand  what  it  is 
we  TOte.  Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  T.  said,  that, 
hoping  to  get  the  neoessarv  information  from  the 
gentleman,  he  should  not  oe  averse  to  taking  tip 
the  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marjriand.  after  stating  that  the 
House  was  in  possession  or  most  of  the  informa- 
tion the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means  had  re- 
eeived,  said  that  the  committee  had  no  informa- 
tion going  directly  to  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
last  up ;  there  was  an  estimate  for  the  cost  of 
lime,  timber,  dbc.,  includioff  extra  pay  to  the  sol- 
diers for  work,  but  the  smallness  or  the  sum,  only 
1(30,000,  induced  him  to  belieye  that  this  appro- 
priation ap^ied  only  to  work  to  be  done  on  bar- 
racks, &c.  But,  if  the  gentleman  desired  to  make 
a  separate  article  of  the  amount  of  extra  pay  to 
soldiers  for  work  on  roads,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  doing  it.  Mr.  S.  took  occasion  to 
signify  his  approbation  of  this  mode  of  employing 

the  troops- 
Mr,  TucKBB  said  he  could  scarcely  have  sup- 
posed that  so  much  road  had  been  made,  and  that 
BO  information  on  the  subject  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  should  therefore  more  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  on  this  subject;  for  he  did  think, 
when  they  were  obliged  to  hea?e  the  lead  in  get- 
tine  through  this  House  appropriations  for  the 
nnSnished  road  in  the  West,  makiag  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  under  the  obliga- 
tion of  a  compact  with  one  of  the  States;  when 
on  this  subject  erery  inch  of  ground  had  to  be 
fought  for,  it  was  proper  that  the  House  should 
have  some  information  respecting  the  roads  ma- 
king nnder  the  direction  ot  the  Executive.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  was  happy  to  perceive  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  able 
advocates  ot  the  system  of  internal  improvement 
in  thii  House,  had  not,  in  his  transit  to  another 
office,  drop!  his  principles  by  the  way,  but  con- 
tinued the  friend  and  the  agent  of  internal  im- 
provement in  his  present  station.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  was  glad  to  see  the  work  in  question  going 
on ;  for  ne  had,  on  coming  into  this  House,  parted 
with  local  partialities  and  prejudices,  and  was 
desirous  to  see  anything  in  progress  which  was 
to  benefit  any  part  of  the  country.  If  the  bill 
should  be  taken  up,  he  said  he  should  move  to 
amend  it,  so  to  separate  the  expense  of  makinj^ 
roads  from  the  other  items  in  the  bill,  as  that  it 
shotild  be  rendered  impossible  for  any  man  to 
read  without  understanding  it. 

Mr.  WiLUiMB,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  subject  of  the  road,  the^ound  on 
which  he  particularly  opposed  going  into  Com- 
mittee was,  that  there  is  a  proposition  on  the  table 
to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Bstablishment,  and 
that,  until  that  proposition  was  finally  acted  on, 
15thCoir.8dSsss.— 15 


he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  vote  a  single 
cent  for  the  support  of  the  establishmenL 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  taking 
up  the  bill.  As  to  the  extra  pay  to  soldiers,  for 
work  done  on  roads,  fatigue  duty  done  by  them 
had  always  been  paid  for,  from  the  earliest  date 
of  the  Government  to  the  present  day,  and  the 
appropriation  for  it  now  involved  no  new  princi- 
ple. As  to  the  question  of  the  Seminole  war, 
that,  he  said,  ought  to  stand  by  itself,  and  not  to 
interfere  with  the  current  and  ordinary  business 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  discus- 
sion had  already  proceeded  far  enough  to  show 
the  propriety  of  tne  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina.  It  proved  that  larger 
appropriations  had  been  made  than  were  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  the  Army,  and  that  a 
part  of  the  money  appropriated  under  the  head  of 
military  expenditure,  had  been  applied  to  the 

Eurpose  of  making  roads.    It  appeared  clearly  to 
im,  that  the  question  on  the  proposition  to  re- 
duce the  Army  ought  to  be  first  settled. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  going  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Military  Appro- 
priation bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
small  majority. 

The  bill  in  question  embraces  the  following 
items  of  appropriation : 

For  snbdstance  (in  addition  to  9900»000  already 
appropriated,)  $606,600. 

For  forage  lor  officer^  $36,496. 

For  clothing,  $400,000. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  $63,600. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department*  $60^000* 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  $660,000. 

For  contingencies  of  the  Army,  $60,000. 

For  airearages,  arising  from  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation to  pay  oatstanding  claims,  $100,000. 

For  fortifications,  $600,000. 

For  making  a  smrey  of  the  water-courses  tribntaiy 
to,  and  west  o^  the  Missisaippi ;  also,  those  tributary 
to  the  same  nwer,  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  $6,600* 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  deparU 
ment,  $100,000. 

For  the  armories  at  Springfield  and  Helper's  Fer^ 
ry,  $376^000. 

For  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  $300,000. 

For  the  erection  and  completion  of  arsenals,  to  wit : 
fi>r  completing  the  aiaenaf  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia, 
$60,000;  for  erectmg  a  powder  magasine  at  Frank- 
ford,  near  Philadelphia,  $16,000 ;  for  completing  the 
arsenal  and  other  works  at  Watertown,  near  Boston, 
$30,000 ;  for  completing  the  arsenal  and  other  worka 
at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  $6,000 ;  for  a  levee  round 
the  arsenal  at  Wateivleit,  New  York,  $6,000;  for 
building  a  powder  magaane  at  Baton  Rouge,  $30,000. 

For  cannon,  powder,  and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing  con- 
tracts ;  for  mounting  cannon,  and  for  purchase  of  lead, 
$101,200. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  retained  bounty, 
and  the  per  diem  travelling  allowance  of  pay  and  sub- 
sistence  to  soldiers  discharged  from  the  Army  in  the 
year  1819,  $93,600. 

For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ments for  the  War  Department,  $1,600. 

For  file],  maps,  plan%  books^  erection  of  quarten 
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aod  other  buildiDgt,  and  Ibr  contingent  ezpeneee  £)r 
the  Academy  at  West  Point,  936,640. 

For  marking  and  ninning  the  boundaxy  line  of  the 
leTeral  ceaaiona  of  land  made  by  the  Indiana,  9 16,000. 

For  the  payment  of  half-pay  penaiona  to  widowa 
and  orphana,  $200,000. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  inTalid  pendonera  of 
the  United  8tat«a,  •868,089. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Rerolationary  pen- 
aonera,  under  the  law  of  March  18, 1818,  $1,708,600. 

For  anrearagea  ariaing  firom  a  deficiencj  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  paying  the  RerolatioDaxy  penaiona  m 
the  year  1818,  #139,400  86. 

For  the  Indian  depeitmen^  including  arreaiagea 
incnrred  by  holding  Indian  traatiaa,  $218,000. 

For  annuity  to  the  Creek  nation,  under  the  tmty 
Cf  1802,  $3,000. 

The  House  then  resoWed  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropria* 
ations  for  the  support  of  the  JMlllitary  Sstabllah- 
ment  for  the  year  1819;  to  which  Committee 
had  also  been  referred  a  bill  for  modifying,  in 
some  respects,  the  Staff  dej^rtment  of  the  Army* 

Mr.  C0L8T011,  of  Virginia,  said  he  hoped  that 
ffeutlemen  would  take  up  the  appropriation  bill 
arst ;  and  that  they  would  not  at  this  time  urge 
upon  the  Committee  the  consideration  of  a  bill 
of  80  much  importance  as  the  other  bill  referred 
to  that  Committee,  which  so  short  a  time  had 
been  allowed  to  examine. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up;  and, 
having  been  read  through- 
Mr.  Cl4Y  (Speaker;  said  that,  although  he 
approred  entirely  of  the  course  the  House  had 
pursued  of  taking  up  the  public  business  of  the 
session,  in  preference  to  the  tedious  sittings  they 
had  lately  held  for  the  adjudication  of  private 
claims,  he  must  confess  he  was  somewhat  sur- 

Erised  at  the  scantiness  of  the  information  which 
e  had  heard,  whilst  in  the  chair,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  aUe 
to  afford  to  the  House  on  the  subjects  embraeed 
in  the  bill.  He  had  given  notice,  he  said,  yester- 
day to  the  |[eDt|eman,  that  he  should  Diake  the 
inquiry  of  him,  when  this  bill  came  up,  a»  to  the 
amount  of  money  Congress  had  partea  with,  and 
the  amount  it  was  now  called  upon  to  appropri- 
ate, for  the  purpose  of  making  roads.  It  was  with 
surprise,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  oeard  from  the  gen- 
tleman, after  this  notice,  that  he  had  no  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  He  hoped,  he  said,  the  gentle- 
man would  refresh  his  memory,  and  find  under 
what  item  of  the  bill  the  appropriation  was  made 
for  extra  pay  to  the  Army  tor  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing military  roads.  It  was  very  important 
that  theliouse  should  have  this  information.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  session  this 
great  Constitutional  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  internal  improvements  had 
been  discussed  in  this  House.  It  would  be  re- 
collected that  whilst  the  power  of  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government  to  employ  the  labor 
and  money  of  the  nation  on  objects  of  internal 
improvement  had  been  strenuously  maintained, 
the  same  power  was  as  strenuously  denied  to 
Congress.  Mr.  C.  9aid  he  had  understood  that, 
in  audition  to  the  Northern  road  to  which  the 


Sentleman  had  alluded,  other  roads,  bMurinp;  the 
enomination  of  military  roads,  were  making— 
for  eiample,  a  great  and  magnificent  road  from 
the  Tennessee  river  to  Lake  Ponchartrain ;  and 
that  over  this  milUary  road  it  was  proposed  very 
soon  to  march  a  detachment  of  stage  coaches, 

S'oposals  having  been  already  made  to  the  Poet 
ffice  Department  to  avail  itself  of  the  eerviees 
of  this  description  olmUUtm  corpo.  If  it  be  the 
pleasure  of  this  House,  said  Mr.  d,  to  fold  iu 
anas,  and  see,  one  bjr  oncu  every  power  of  Gov- 
ernment taken  from  it — tne  power  to  lay  taxes, 
to  make  war,  to  apply  the  sword  and  parse  of 
the  nation— be  it  so.  But  for  his  part,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  desired  information ;  as  that  which  tJie 
House  now  had  was  extcenMiv  onaatisfaetocy. 
He  begged  the  attention  of  gentlemon  to  iu  Mr. 
C.  then  read  the  few  first  lines  of  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  Committeo  of  Wft 
and  Means,  until  he  came  to  that  part  of  the 
letter,  speaking  of  the  documents  being  ao  volu- 
minous as  to  make  it  necessary,  to  save  the  cime 
required  for  copying  them,  to  send  the  oiigiiimla. 
Documents  so  voluminous,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  not- 
withaUnding  the  number— How  many  clerks 
were  there  in  the  War  Department  7  he  reidlr 
could  not  count  them— they  could  not  bo  eopiei. 
These  documents,  so  voluminous  that  they  eould 
not  be  copied,  because  there  were  so  few  derb 
in  the  War  department,  considering  that  they 
related  to  the  expenditure  of  some  miUtoBs  « 
dollars,  afforded  yet  very  scanty  infornauoa. 
Sir,  said  Mr^  C,  upon  my  unfortunate  friends, 
the  Patriou  of  South  America,  we  can  bare 
whole  volumes,  nay,  whole  libraries,  copied  aad 
printed  \  but  on  this  very  important  affair,  of  ap- 
propriating six  or  seven  millions  of  dollars,  aome 
few  fragmenu  of  paper  are  thrown  into  the 
House,  and  then  we  are  told  the  afilairs  of  the 
country  cannot  go  on,  the  wheels  of  the  Govern- 
ment must  stop,  unless  we  forthwith  pass  the 
bill.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  honorable  chair- 
man would  look  a^ain  at  his  notes,  and  see  in 
what  part  of  the  bill  the  appropriation  for  this 
fatigue  money,  as  the  expense  of  making  the  row! 
is  called,  is  contained.  Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  so 
much  want  the  information  for  himself,  as  foi 
the  benefit  of  his  honorable  friend  who  now  eat 
in  the  chair,  (Mr.  H.  NsLaoii,)  who  at  the  last 
session  so  pathetically  deplored  that  Coawess 
should  attempt  to  appropriate  money  for  making 
roads:  or  for  his  eloquent  colleague,  (Mr.  Baa- 
BOCR,)  who  had  advocated  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  hoped  one  of  those  gentieoaea 
would  move  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill 
when  it  was  discovered  where  it  was,  that  the 
Committee  might  see  what  it  was  doing,  aad 
that  a  clear  expression  might  be  obtained  of  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  whether  the  Bxecuti  ve  was 
to  go  on,  at  its  own  will  and  pleasure,  to  make 
roads,  without  Congress  having  any  other  con- 
cern in  the  matter  than  to  pass  the  appropriation 
bill,  whenever  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  chose  to  call  it  np. 

Mr.  r.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the 
purposei  he  said,  of  thanking  tne  Speaker  for  the 
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rwrj  polite  tad  friandi^  ttaaner  in  whieli  be  had 
expressed  ao  ioeiiDation  to  farniah  him  (Mr.  B.) 
with  infonnatioii  whereon  to  bottom  hit  vote. 
rbnt  infomMtioa,  Mr.  B.  said,  be  did  not  want; 
or  be  did  not  mean,  as  long  as  be  was  a  member 
»f  this  HoBse,  to  submit  either  to  LegitlatiFe  or 
SzecntiTe  aasnmption  of  power.    When  the  sab- 
ect  was  befoie  the  House  at  the  last  session,  he 
tad  freelj  expressed  the  opinion  he  bad  erer 
N&tertainedy  tut  neither  this,  nor  any  department 
Bf  the  Government  had  the  power  to  make  roads 
[q  the  several  States.    The  gentleman's  kindness, 
therefore,  oogbt  to  bare  been  directed  to  some 
>tber  quarter  of  the  House.    Mr.  B.  repeated, 
ind  be  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understooa,  that, 
Ls  Oft  the  one  band  be  believed  no  two  depart- 
nenu  together  possessed  the  power  to  make  roads, 
lo  neither  did  any  one  of  them.  He  did  not  mean, 
koowmffiy,  to  vote  for  any  item  of  appropriation 
ntended  to  cover  that  obieet.    But,  at  the  aame 
ime,  he  said,  he  did  not  feel  that  he  was  now  ia 
vmac  of  aiiv  information  on  the  subject :  for  be 
bund  the  first  item  now  particularly  unaer  con- 
Ideiation,  in  langoage  respecting  the  import  of 
i^hieb  beeoald  not  possibly  doubt,  and  which  he 
sofdd  not  hesitate  to  vote  for.    It  was  thia !  "<  For 
^5«  P*y  oi  the  Army,  one  million  of  dollars." 
What  was  the  "<  pav  of  the  Army  V*    An  act  of 
^ongress  has  fixed  the  number  of  the  Army  of  the 
jotted  Sutcs,  including  officers  of  every  grade. 
The mme  authority  has  attached  to  every  private 
wrtain  proportions  of  pay ;  so  much  per  month 
o  the  major  genemls,  and  down  through  the 
rhole  graduated  scale  to  the  private.    When, 
hen,  be  was  called  upon  to  give  bis  vote  on 
^ia  item,  what  was  he  lo  understand  1    He  was 
iboat  to  vote  for  that  only  which  the  constituted 
lathonties  had  declared  should  be  paid ;  if  he 
was  to  vote  for  more,  he  should  then  be  indebted 
o  the  honorable  Speaker  for  any  information  go- 
ng to  establish  that  point.    If  language  be  not 
ine  thing,  and  intention  another,  he  should  feel 
iinuelf,  on  every  principle  of  propriety,  war- 
anted  in  giving  bis  vote  in  favor  of  an  item, 
rrhieb,  until  otherwise  informed,  he  should  take 
ID  mean  what  it  purported.    We  are  already  ad- 
rao^d  into  the  year  1819,  and  the  appropriation 
or  the  last  year  being  presumed  to  be  expended, 
t  was  proper  that  this  bill  should  pass  without 
inneeessary  delay,  as  no  money  can  constitution- 
ally be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  without  appro- 
wiation  by  law. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  very 
rUd  that  anything  bad  served  to  relieve  the 
Uouse  from  the  state  of  apathy  into  which  it  bad 
fallen  for  some  weeks  past.  So  desirous  were 
gentlemen  now  to  take  the  floor,  that  they  bad 
rone  beyond  the  u^ual  course  of  proceediogs^ 
rbich  bad  been,  to  allow  to  the  chairman  of  the 
tommittee  who  reported  a  bill,  at  least  the  privi- 
ege  of  having  the  first  word.  He  should  not, 
lowever,  permit  himself  to  be  drawn  off  from  the 
objfect  of  the  bill  into  an  argument,  on  a  subject 
rhich  bad  been  sufficiently  discussed  in  this 
iouse  at  the  last  session,  and  which  was,  be- 
ides,  rather  irrelative  to  the  quaition  before  the  ■ 


House.  Mr.  S.  then  went  into  a  detailed  stat^^ 
meat,  founded  on  information  which  the  Com- 
miuee  of  Wavs  and  Means  bad  sought  and  ob^ 
Uined  from  tbe  War  Department,  of  the  eom- 
ponent  parU  of  the  several  items  of  appropriatioa^ 
and  of  the  reason  wb]r  the  appropriations  reoom* 
mended  by  tbe  committee  were  less  than  tbe  fine 
estimates  furnished  to  tbe  House  proposed— this 
reduction  of  the  amount  being  justified  by  the 
surplus  of  appropriation  under  the  Item  or  pay 
ramainiag  unexpended,  and  by  tbe  dimiautiea  of 
expenditure  under  the  item  of  subsistence,  oee»- 
sioned  by  tbe  change  from  the  eoatract  to  the 
Commissariat  system  of  sonply.  Mr.  S.  thaa 
went  on,  and  separately  explained  tbe  occasion 
for  tbe  several  appropriations.  In  tbe  coarse  of 
his  remarks  be  stated  that,  among  the  contraeta 
made  by  tbe  Ordnance  department,  was  one  for 
cannon  suitable  for  tbe  militia  service,  which  be 
was  very  glad  to  hear  of,  conaidering  it  as  of 
much  importance. 

Mr.  TamaLa^  Kentucky,  as  a  member  of  iba 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  rose  to  notice 
what  bad  fallen  from  the  bonorable  Speaker. 
The  appropriation  for  extra  pay  to  tbe  soldiera 
for  working  on  milimry  roads,  ^.,  was  certainly 
conuined  m  tbe  bill,  or  the  expenditure  made 
under  the  order  of  the  Executive  was  not  merely 
under  color  of  an  appropriation  by  law,  but  was 
absolutely    without   any    appropriation.     Tbe 
amount  expended  for  extra  pay  for  fatigue  duty, 
might,  no  doubt,  readily  be  asceruioedliy  a  mo* 
tion  for  that  purpose;  but  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  committee  to  afford  it.    There  was,  to  the 
annual  military  appropriation  bill,  an  item  of 
contingent  expenses  of  considerable  amount,  but 
the  precise  application  of  which  could  not,  from 
its  very  nature,  be  anticipated.    It  is  an  item  in 
all  appropriation  bills,  the  expenditure  of  which 
must  be  trusted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  and  of  the  President.    If  be  under- 
stood that  item  correctly,  out  of  it  the  President 
or  the  Becreury  of  War  might  pay  the  soldiers 
for  extra  doty,  working  on  tbe  roads,  or  other 
necessary  military  works.    How  could  the  Spea- 
ker attain  bis  object  but  by  lessening  tbe  appro- 
priation?   And  how  was  it  to  be  ascertamed 
bow  much,  for  this  purpose,  the  appropriation  for 
contingencies  ought  to  be  curtailed?    Mr.  T. 
said,  for  himself,  he  thought  the  application  of 
money  to  tbe  making  of  roads  to  be  illegal,  un- 
less it  was  specifically  appropriated.    He  hoped 
some  mode  would  be  round  of  checking  it  by  law, 
or  of  conveying  to  the  Executive  an  intimation, 
that  no  part  of  tbe  sums  appropriated  under  other 
heads  oi  expenditure  should  be  applied  to  tbe 
purpose  of  making  roads.    But,  at  present,  unleaa 
tbe  whole  item  of  contingent  expenses  were 
struck  out,  which  would  hardly  be  advisable,  be 
did  not  see  bow  the  gentleman,  his  colleague, 
could  come  at  bis  object. 

Mr.  C1.AT  said,  he  really  must  profess  it  was 
with  surprise,  as  well  as  regret,  be  found  that  the 
House  could  have,  from  the  Committee  of  Wars 
and  Means,  no  sufficient  information  on  the  aob- 
jtct  on  which  be  bad  asked  for  it.    I  have  «•* 
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qaested  the  gentleman  to  tell  me,  said  Mr.  C, 
which  of  the  itemi  in  this  bill  comprehends  the 
appropriation  for  the  expense  of  making  roads, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Bxecotive ;  instead  of 
answering  my  inquiry,  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland has  gone  into  a  general  ezpos^  of  the  bill. 
Is  it  possible,  that  an  appropriation  bill  is  brought 
into  this  House,  accompanied  by  all  the  estimates 
and  statements  from  the  proper  department,  eon- 
taininff,  amongp  others,  an  imporunt  appropria- 
tion, because  infoWing  a  great  Constitutional 
question,  on  which  the  Legislature  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive are  divided  in  opinion,  and  yet  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  cannot  tell  us  in  which  of 
the  several  items  of  the  bill  this  appropriation  is 
contained  %    It  was  true  that  another  honorable 
ffentleman,  his  colleague,  has  given  the  House  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  but,  said  Mr.  C,  in  a 
way  not  bearing  the  stamp  of  certainty.    He 
says  the  appropriation  is  certainly  in  the  bill.. 
Tes,  sir,  we  have  found  the  covert  in  which  the 
game  lies;  and  I  wish  we  could  start  it.    My 
colleague  thinks  it  is  quite  likely  it  is  in  the  item 
of  contingencies.    I  wish  we  could  be  sure  of  it. 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  yesterday  given  the  honora- 
ble chairman  (Mr.  Smith)  notice  that  he  should 
call  on  him  this  day  for  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  was  surprised  not  to  receive  it.    He 
should  like  to  know  from  the  honorable  chair- 
man, he  said,  whether  the  public  interest  was 
likely  to  suffer  by  one  or  two  days'  delaf  of  this 
bill;  it  was  due  to  Conj^reas,  to  the  interests 
which  the  members  of  this  House  represented, 
not  to  proceed  hastily  on  it.    Unless  some  reason 
why  the  bill  should  immediately  pass  could  be 
shown,  he  should  hope  the  Committee  would  rise ; 
and  if  there  were  not  already  clerks  enough  in 
the  War  Department  to  copy  the  papers  required 
for  the  information  of  Congress,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  more.    He  submitted,  be  said,  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Babboob,) 
since  he  conceded  the  point  that  he  would  not 
vote  for  money  to  be  applied  to  what  in  his  (Mr. 
B.'s)  judgment  was  an  unconstitutional  purpose, 
whether  the  same  consideration  ought  not  to  re- 
strain that  honorable  gentleman  from  voting  to 
pay  for  men  who  are  thus  to  be  unconstitution- 
ally employed.   If  you  would  not  give  the  money 
of  the  nation  for  a  particular  purpose,  would  you 
ffive  the  labor  of  the  nation  ?    For,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  took  it,  that  the  army  of  the  nation,  from 
which  the  labor  on  roads  was  derived,  afforded 
as  much  the  labor  of  the  nation,  as  the  amount 
I»id  the  soldiers  for  extra  duty  in  the  same  voca- 
tion was  the  money  of  the  nation.   He  was  aware 
it  might  be  said  the  responsibility  for  misapplica- 
tion of  money  appropriated  by  Congress  belonged 
to  the  respective  departments,  dbc.   But  what,  he 
asked,  was  the  reason  of  the  ponstitutional  limits 
to  appropriations  of  money ;  and  what  particu- 
larly of  tnat  clause  which  provides  that  no  appro- 
priation for  the  pay  of  the  Army  shall  be  for  more 
than  two  years?     Certainly,  that   this  House 
might  hold  a  control  over  this  sometimes  unmao- 
ageaUe  machine,  a  sundin^  army;  that  it  might 
control  it  by  withholding,  m  extreme  cases,  the 


appropriations  necessary  to  keep  it  in  existence. 
Was  it  not  known  that,  year  after  year,  whilst 
the  Executive  too  sends  a  message  to  Congress 
expressing  the  opinion  that  they  had  no  power  to 
make  roads  or  canals,  the  Executive  employs  the 
Army  in  the  very  object  over  which  he  denied 
the  power  to  Congress  ?  Was  this  not  one  oi  the 
cases  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  1  At 
least,  for  those  who  held  the  doctrine  of  a  defect 
of  power  in  the  General  Gbvemment  to  employ 
the  resources  of  the  nation  on  objects  of  iotemal 
improvement,  here  was  a  ease  in  which  they 
ought  to  say,  we  will  no  longer  continoe  to  ap- 
propriate money  to  be  thus  misapplied.  In  an- 
swer to  the  difficulty  started  by  his  colleague,  as 
to  the  mode  of  preventing  this  misapplication  of 
public  money,  Mr.  C.  said  it  would  be  easy  to 
effect  that  object,  if  it  could  be  once  ascertamed 
under  what  head  was  included  the  appropriation 
in  question.  He  had  heard,  he  said,  an  anecdote 
of  a  former  member  of  this  House,  which  mi^ht 
furnish  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  with  a  clue  to  find  the 
proper  Item.  Some  years  ago  it  had  been  the 
custom,  now  abolished,  to  use  in  this  House  a 
beverage  in  lien  of  water  for  those  members  who 
preferred  it.  A  member  of  the  House  said  he 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  using  this  sort  of  substi- 
tute for  one  of  nature's  greatest  and  purest  boun- 
ties, but  would  prefer  something  stronger.  The 
officers  of  the  House  said  they  should  be  glad  to 
gratify  him,  but  did  not  know  how  they  could 
with  propriety  pay  for  it  out  of  the  contingent 
fund.  Why,  said  the  member,  under  what  head 
of  appropriation  do  you  pay  for  this  syrup  for  the 
use  of  the  members?  Under  the  head  of  station- 
ery, the  officer  said.  Well,  replied  the  member, 
put  down  a  little  srog  under  the  head  of  fuel,  and 
let  me  have  iL  Mr.  C.  said  that,  seriously,  he 
did  not  think  the  honorable  chairman  ought  to 
have  been  so  much  at  a  loss.  I  have  asked  for 
bread,  said  he,  and  he  has  given  me  a  stone;  I 
have  asked  for  information  on  a  particular  point, 
and  he  has  given  us  information  on  every  point 
but  that.  Is  there  or  is  there  not  in  the  btU  an 
appropriation  for  the  expense  of  making  roads  by 
the  War  Department?  One  member  said  he 
thoaght  it  was  under  one  head,  but  was  not  cer^ 
tain.  If  not  there,  where  was  it  ?  He  hoped  the 
House  would  delay  acting  on  the  bill  until  they 
could  obtain  this  information. 

Mr.  Babboob  again  rose,  observing  that  he  had 
never  more  unexpectedly  than  now  found  him- 
self brought  into  a  discussion  by  what  he  would 
call  the  argUMMtum  ad  Aomtfiem  of  the  honora- 
ble Speaker,  which  he  felt  himself  bound  again 
to  notice.  The  gentleman  had  said,  if  you  are 
indisposed  to  vote  the  money,  will  you  not  with- 
hold the  labor  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
from  a  particular  object?  If  the  question  pro- 
pounded to  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  whether  I  would 
refuse  to  put  the  labor  of  the  nation  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Government  for  an  unconstitutional 
purpose,  I  answer  in  the  affirmative — unquestion- 
ably I  would.  But  what  is  the  proposition  actu- 
ally before  the  House  ?   Shall  we  keep  and  main- 
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ain  an  annj?  I  am,  said  he,  in  favor  of  a 
iitLuding  araif  to  a  certain  extent ;  and  I  take  this 
)CcasJ0D  to  stale  that,  as  I  am  at  present  informed, 
'.  do  not  consider  the  present  army  as  too  large^- 
eariflg  myself,  however,  on  this  head,  open  to 
lonriction.  Whilst  thus  in  faror  of  it,  shall  I 
rote  for  its  disbandment  because,  peradventure. 
0  the  progress  of  time  its  labor  may  be  appliea 

0  a  purpose  which  I  do  not  wish  ?  Mr.  B.  said 
le  insf  indeed,  disposed  to  withhold  any  appro- 
)riation,  specific  or  contingent,  which  should  an- 
ihorfze  the  Exeeative  to  employ  the  soldiery  in 
he  construction  of  roads.  But.  whilst  he  would 
\o  this,  he  would  not  withhola  the  pay  of  the 
irmy,  as  fixed  bv  law,  the  maintenance  of  which 
irmy  be  considered  consistent  with  the  well- 
)eiDg  of  the  country,  because,  by  possibility,  the 
abor  of  that  army  might  be  applied  to  a  purpose 
le  should  not  consider  correct. 

Mr.  TucxaiL  of  Virginia,  was  of  opinion  that 
he  House  ought  not  to  proceed  to  act  upon  this 
abject  without  farther  information.  There  were 
Q  this  House  rarious  classes  of  opinion  on  the 
object  of  the  power  of  the  QoTernment  to  exe- 
ote  internal  improvements.  Of  one  class,  op- 
K»ed  to  the  constmction  of  roads  in  any  manner 
|y  any  branch  of  the  Gk>Ternment,  was  his  friend 
rom  Virginia,  -who  had  just  sat  down.  It  ap- 
peared to  Mr.  T.  that  information  on  the  subject 
oust  be  necessary  for  him ;  for  he  was  a  member 
f  this  House  wnen  the  two  last  annual  appro- 
bation bills  passed,  under  the  authority  of  ap- 
iropriationsjin  some  part  or  other  of  which  three 

1  tour  roads  had  been  making;  and  those  bills 
eceiTed  the  gentleman's  rote.  Since  the  gentle- 
nan  thought  all  appropriations  for  such  objects 
inconstitntional,  did  he  not  desire  some  informa- 
ion  on  this  head?  There  was  another  class  in 
be  House  anxious  to  see  improvements  going  on 
n  any  shape.  Was  it  not  desirable  to  them  to 
lave  information  on  the  subject  1  Mr.  T.  wished 
0  proceed  on  taoffible  ground ;  if  they  were  to 
igbt  for  one  rond  in  tnis  House,  he  wished  all 
oads  to  pass  the  same  ordeal.  The  Speaker  ap* 
leaied  to  think  that  the  Secretary  of  War  ought 
o  have  famished  the  House  with  information  on 
his  sobject.  Mr.  T.  said  he  knew  not,  and  per- 
haps he  doubted  because  of  his  very  favorable 
tpinion  of  the  sentleman  who  filled  that  office, 
rhether  he  ought  to  have  volunteered  this  in- 
brmation.  The  Secretary  had  before  him  the 
let,  that  no  such  information  had  heretofore  been 
bought  necessary  to  be  communicated,  respecting 
oads  known  to  have  been  constructed  under  the 
orders  of  that  Department.  If  the  information 
lad  been  asked  from  the  War  Department,  Mr. 
r.  said  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  af- 
orded  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  It  is  our 
msiness  to  call  for  information  on  the  subject, 
aid  he ;  and  my  object  in  rising  was  to  express 
he  hope  that  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  I  will 
nbmit  a  motion  having  that  object  in  view. 
Mr.  T.  here  read  a  motion  to  that  effect,  which 
e  proposed  to  move  should  the  Committee  rise.] 

Mr.  MsBOES,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  had  before 
ittempced  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  gentleman  who 


was  in  the  Chair,  but  had  with  pleasure  given  way 
to  the  honorable  Speaker,  whose  object  was  to  ob- 
tain information,  which  he  was  surprised  the 
chairman  had  not  in  his  power  to  furnish.  The 
Committee,  Mr.  M.  said^  could  not  have  forgot- 
ten that,  at  the  last  session,  a  certain  part  of  the 
House  havinff  a  desire  to  express,  in  some  sort,  a 
censure  on  the  practice  of  allowing  brevet  pay, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  instruct- 
ed their  chairman  to  insert  a  provision  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  and  then  to  move  to 
strike  it  out.  Of  such  a  specification,  if  inserted 
in  the  present  bill,  in  regard  to  the  appropriation 
for  extra  pay  for  the  lal^r  of  the  troops,  on  roads, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  presumed  the  honoFable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  would  take  the  same  view 
as  himself,  and  would  rather  increase  than  dimin- 
ish it.  What  difficulty  could  there  be  in  making 
a  discriminating  and  specific  appropriation  in  this 
case,  since,  at  tne  last  session,  it  was  so  readilj 
made,  where  the  object  was  to  deprive  our  gu- 
lant  officers,  who  had  shed  their  blood  in  their 
country's  service,  of  the  poor  reward  allowcMl 
them  by  the  brevet  pay  attached  to  the  rank  their 
bravery  had  won,  in  the  defence  of  the  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  the  countr^r?  That  dis- 
crimination was  then  made ;  and  it  appeared  to 
him  impossible  but  thb  mode  of  reaching  the  ob- 
ject now  in  view  must  have  occurred  to  some 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
It  must  now  be  apparent^  Mr.  M.  thought,  that 
the  very  respectable  minority,  whom  he  had 
counted  in  their  seats,  on  the  question  of  going^ 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  right  in  sup- 
posing gentlemen  were  not  ready  for  the  discus- 
sion. There  was  another  subject,  he  said,  of  a 
painful  nature,  which  ought  to  undergo  the  ex- 
amination of  the  House  Mfore  the  biU  passed.  If 
he  were  to  introduce  the  debate  by  a  motion  to 
amend  this  bill,  he  should  find  a  precedent  in  the 
motion,  at  the  last  session,  having  for  its  object 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  colonies ;  and,  with  the  object 
he  had  in  view,  had  he  regarded  the  course  pur- 
sued at  the  last  session  as  correct,  he  might  resort 
to  a  motion  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  army.  The  course,  Mr.  M.  said, 
which  he  expected  the  House  would  be  invitea 
to  pursue,  bv  those  who  concurred  with  him  in 
opinion  witn  respect  to  the  events  of  the  Semi- 
nole war,  was  one  in  which  he  could  not  concur, 
and  imposed  on  him  the  necessity  of  expressing 
his  opinion  in  a  different  way.  If  the  course 
which  he  proposed  were  not  pursued,  some  other 
would  be  proposed,  which,  if  receiving  the  assent 
of  the  House,  would  amount  to  a  censure  on  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  or  some  other  officer  of  the 
army.  For  this  he  was  not  prepared;  he  would 
not  vote  a  censure  on  the  Chier  Magistrate,  be- 
cause he  thought  the  occasion  would  not  warrant 
it,  and  because,  moreover,  he  doubted  the  Consti- 
tutional power  of  this  House  to  pronounce  cen- 
sure on  the  President,  in  any  other  mode  than 
that  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  Still  less, 
in  his  opinion,  had  thb  House  the  Constitutional 
authority  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  com* 
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maodtr  of  th*  army.  The  proper  mode  of  trying 
a  military  officer  waa  by  a  court  martial,  con- 
Toned  at  the  iostaoce  of  an  informer ;  and  it  was 
not  the  office  of  this  Hoase  to  become  an  inform- 
er to  bring  any  officer  before  a  court  martial. 
Mr*  M.  eaid,  he  therefore  wished  to  come  at  his 
object  by  a  coarse  analogous  to  the  ]>ractioe  of 
the  country  from  which  we  huTC  borrowed  meet 
of  our  institutions;  a  course  pointed  out,  indeed, 
by  the  Constitution  itself.  He  wished  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry,  whether  the  armj  was  such  a 
one  as  we  ought  to  sustain;  whetner  the  estab- 
lishment was  such  that,  in  seme  branch  or  other 
of  it,  it  could  not  be  properly  rdloced.  For  this 
purpose,  he  desired  that  this  bill  should  be  post- 
poned ;  and,  so  far  from  a  neoemity  for  expedi- 
tion for  passing  it.  the  contrary  was  demonstrated 
by  the  foot,  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
miltee  of  Ways  and  M eana^  of  surpluses  existing 
of  the  last  year's  appropriation.  Why,  then,  has- 
ten a  decision  on  It?  Are  all  our  proceedings, 
said  Mr.  M.,  to  be  conducted  in  this  way  ?  Are 
we  to  listen  from  day  to  day— listen— nay,  are 
we  to  look  on  with  listless  indifference,  whilst, 
day  after  day,  the  Speaker  and  Clerk  adjudicate 
priTate  claims,  and  then,  unexpectedly,  to  be  |ire» 
capitated  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  im- 

C»rtant  questions,  which,*but  for  a  sort  of  legis- 
tive  legerdemain,  that  of  postponing  the  orders 
of  the  day,  would  not  haFC  presented  themselves 
in  the  oruer  of  business  for  many  dajrs  to  come  f 
This,  he  said,  was  the  second  time  he  had  wit- 
nessed, in  this  House,  this  mode  of  arriring  at  a 
4[Mtfticular  bill ;  and  the  irst  time  he  had  seen  it, 
at  the  last  session,  was  also  to  brine  up.the  army 
InlL  If  the  military  year  so  ended  as  to  require 
the  appropriation  bill  to  pass  before  the  first  day 
df  January,  or  the  operations  and  pay  of  the  army 
to  be  suspended,  this  was  another  difficulty  that 
xequired  attention,  and  the  military  year  should 
be  eo  arranged  by  law  as  not  to  begin  on  the  first 
of  January,  but  the  fourth  of  March  in  each  year, 
that  the  amount  of  appropriation  might  be  duly 
adapted  to  the  measures  of  the  semion  aflecting 
the  array  expenditure.  The  questions  presented, 
and  to  be  presented  to  the  House,  were  worth  de- 
liberation. At  this  moment,  when  not  a  whisper 
of  Fjurtr  spirit  was  heard ;  when  all  parties  united 
in  sinniDg  hosannas  to  the  present  Administration, 
ahonld  he  not  be  allowed,  though  he  should  stand 
alone  in  the  course  he  proposed  to  pursue,  an  op- 
portunity of  expressing  his  Tiewsl  If  gentlemen 
were  prepared  to  pronounce  their  opinion;  if  thej 
were  willing  to  receire,  as  satisfactory  to  their 
minds,  the  State  paper  recently  transmitted  to  the 
House^  which  had  been  pronounced  to  contain  a 
complete  justification  of  the  proceedings  in  Flo- 
rida—a State  paper  covered  with  fiowers,  but 
with  flowers  that  scented  of  blood — he  hoped 
he  should  be  allowed  the  opportunity  of  showing 
the  reasons  why  he  did  not  subscribe  to  that  opin- 
He  was  not  prepared,  he  desired  it  to  be  un- 


ion. 


derstood,  to  reduce  the  army— not  a  man  of  them. 
He  had  for  manv  days  had  a  resolution  in  his 
pocket,  which  he  had  not  pressed  on  the  House, 
because  he  thought  the  proper  time  for  it  had  not 


arrived— the  object  ef  which  was  to  tkvw  tknl 
the  army  could  be  so  employed  as  to  aid  in  the 
v«ry  olyect  of  internal  improrement  wlktcli  had 
been  this  morning  the  subject  of  diseoaston. 
[The  object  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  M.  stated :  it 
was  the  same  motion  which  he  introdneed.  after 
the  clooe  of  the  debate  this  day,  and  whien  was 
agreed  to,]  He  said  we  bad  not  in  the  army  a 
man  too  many ;  and  the  proposition  he  had  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  make^  to  rednee  the  nnm- 
her  of  Major  Qenerals,  sprung  exclosirelf  from 
the  view  which  he  toox  or  recent  ocevmiiees  on 
the  southern  border. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  after  show- 
ing that  the  army  would  not  be  disbanded,  nor 
even  demnged  in  any  manner  by  a  few  dayaP  de- 
lay of  the  annual  appropriation  for  its  support, 
demanded  of  gentlemen  where  was  the  urgent, 
the  imperious  necessity  which  they  seemed  to 
suppose  existed  for  paming  this  bill  st  the  present 
moment  ?  He  trusted  that  the  assembled  wisdom 
of  this  nation  would  proceed  with  greater  cau- 
tion, that  the  House  should  know  distinetly  for 
what  purposes  it  appropriated  the  public  money. 
The  gentleman  fiom  Virginia  was  entirdy  satis- 
fied as  to  the  rote  he  should  girt  on  this  bill.  If 
he  is,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  am  not.  I  had  the  honor  of 
TOting  with  the  gentleman  on  the  questioo  of  in- 
ternal improvement  at  the  last  session,  on  whteh 
association  with  him  I  coogrntuUite  myself.  I  had 
doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  power  we 
were  called  upon  to  exercise,  and.  when  I  have 
doubts  on  any  such  question,  I  had  rather  err  oa 
the  safe  side  of  it.  I  would  at  ail  times  abstato 
from  any  act,  of  the  correctaem  of  whieh  I  was 
not  clearly  satisfied.  Is  the  centleman  fully  con- 
vinced that,  in  Toting  for  ^  the  pay  of  the  army,' 
he  votes  for  nothing  more?  Has  he  not  reaaoa 
to  beliere  that  he  rotes  for  something  else?  Un- 
questionably he  has.  Shall  Congress  rote  mooey 
in  the  contingent  fund  for  an  unconstitutional  por* 
pose?  For  such  purpose  there  is  no  more  right 
to  take  money  from  the  contingent  fund,  than 
from  the  appropriation  for  subsistence  or  for  for* 
age.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Tan* 
nui)  had  said^  that  the  contingent  fund  was  phiced 
at  the  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  Gevernmenu 
But  if,  said  Mr.  W.,  froib  the  contingent  fnod  the 
head  of  a  department  pays  money  improperi/  or 
unconstitutionally^  we  must  hold  our  hanos.  Mr. 
W.  did  not  subscribe  to  this  doctrine  of  dissretiDii 
and  irresponsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Ibtwutive 
officers.  He  cared  not  from  vriiat  fund  the  ex- 
pendicure  for  constructing  roads  was  made,  it  was 
equally  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  announced  to  Congress  by  the  Prss* 
ident  himself  in  his  Message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session.  He  believed  the  Con- 
stittttiooal  corrective  of  every  abuse  to  be  in  this 
House,  and  hoped  they  would  not  shrink  from  the 
exercise  of  it.  Mr.  w.  made  some  further  rt- 
marks,  to  show  that  there  was  no  reason  for  Irar- 
rying  this  bill  through  the  House. 

Mr.LowifnBa,of  South  Carolina,  said  he  should 
not  have  risen,  but  for  the  suggestion  made  by 
one  gentleman,  and  repeated  by  another,  that  the 
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espenditwe  of  moBCf  appropriated  OMiler  th« 
head  o(  coBdogent  tzpeases  of  the  Armr,  ia 
paying  ih»  toMiers  for  eittm  labor  in  maiiiig 
rotda^  wii  ilkgal.    Co  ihs  eoatiary,  he  Miid,  this 

SiescioB  bad  Seen  fairly  hefore  the  Home,  and 
e  apprqiriatioQ  made  with  the  ezpren  under- 
Bttadug,  and  preriooa  deelantioo  of  the  War 
Depaitmnty  that  a  part  of  it  wae  to  be  applied 
to  tbe  porpese  of  paying  loldiers  for  extra  duty, 
for  work  ooae  on  roads.    Among  the  doeiMDents 
preieoeed  to  the  Hoooe,  when  the  appropriatioo 
was  first  proposed,  a  year  or  two  aga  was  the 
Qiiartsmiast«r's  estimate  for  extra  ^j  for  fatigoe 
da(r  of  those  soldiers  engaged  in  making  military 
roAQs.   With  respect  to  the  expenditare,  then, 
ehieh  hid  taken  place  under  Bxeeatire  aothor- 
ity,  it  had  besn  aathorized  by  appropriations  made 
for  that  parpoee,  or  with  the  distinct  understand* 
ing  that  they  were  to  be  so  applied.    If  any  mem^ 
!)er  would  compare  the  present  estimate  with  the 
brmer  appropriation  for  coatinpncies,  he  would 
iod  a  Tctf  considerable  dimination.    Appropria* 
loos  for  contingencies,  however,  were  only  in^ 
ended  toeoTer  expenditures  not  precisely  author- 
zed  by  law,  and  which  could  not  be  foreseen  so 
18  to  be  provided  for ;  but,  where  an  expenditure, 
ike  that  oa  roads,  for  example,  can  be  anticipated, 
be  object  should  be  distinctly  stated  in  the  ap* 
Kopriation.    When,  however,  a  sum  has  been 
ipproprialed,  under  an  estimate  that  one  branch 
«  it  is  made  necessary  by  the  extra  expenses  of 
he  detachments  of  the  Army  employed  in  mak- 
Bg  roads,  Mr.  Ia.  said  be  could  not  conceive  that 
Jiy  censure  could  attach  to  the  Executive  for 
pplying  the  money  so  appropriated  to  that  object, 
t  was  aa  nsual  practice  tor  committees,  particn- 
arly  for  those  which  had  an  undue  portion  of 
abor  to  perform,  to  include  oader  one  head,  or 
D  one  bill,  provisions  which  ought  to  be  divided 
Dto  several;   this  coarse,  too,  frequently  was 
iroper,  as  condaeing  to  brevity  and  convenience. 
IThiist  he  thought  the  committee  not  censurable 
>r  not  having  introduced  a  separate  appropria- 
ion  ia  the  former  laws  for  tniii  object,  it  was 
air  to  say  that  he  should  consider  it  perfectly 
proper  aow  to  make  it  a  distinct  item,  because 
be  principle  was  important,  and  because  there 
i  a  very  great  dlimnce  of  opiaion  with  respect 
}  the  coiistitationality  of  the  power.    He  did 
ot  see  that  there  was  any  particular  urgency  re- 
oiring  the  Honse  to  act  upon  the  bill  forthwith ; 
nd  he  therefore  hoped  time  would  be  given  to 
btaiB  the  reqiusite  information  on  that  subject. 
Mr.  JoBHSOii,  of  Virginia^  said,  as  reasons  had 
een  offered  why  the  Committee  should  not  now 
et  on  this  subject,  he  desired  leave  to  submit  to 
le  House  some  of  ihe  reasons  which  would  in- 
uence  his  vote.    He  was  in  favor  of  ioquriog, 
y  a  distinct  call  on  the  proper  Department, 
rhether  the  Bxecutive  continues  to  do  that  which 
0  has  denied  thai  the  Congress  of  the  United 
tates  has  the  power  to  do.    If  he  had  no  other 
maoOf  he  woald  vote  for  tbe  Committee's  rising, 
get  at  this  fact.    Mr.  J.  was  disposed  to  protest, 
o,  agaiDsC  otber  doctrines  he  had  heard  to-day. 
Te  are  told,  said  he,  that  we  have  a  right  to  im- 


peach|  but  that  we  have  no  right  to  censure  the 
President.  For  one^  I  claim  the  right.  This  is 
the  grand  inquest  or  the  nation  |  and  this  House 
has  the  right  to  censure  any  and  every  officer, 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  down  to 
the  most  subordinate  in  public  employ.  He 
claimed  the  right,  he  repeated  ;  he  represented  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  conntry-^and  when- 
soever, in  his  judgment,  any  officer  of  this  Gov- 
ernment should  do  wrong,  if  the  wrong  amounted 
not  10  an  act  for  which  he  would  be  liable  to 
l^fal  prosecution,  if  he  (Mr.  J.)  believed  him  to 
be  wrong,  he  claimed  the  rij^bt,  and  would  exer- 
cise the  right,  of  censuring  him.  It  is  important, 
said  he,  that  we  should  exercise  it ;  we  represent 
the  people ;  we  speak  their  voice ;  their  voice 
shall  be  heard ;  that  voice  shall  and  will  be  obeyed. 
Mr.  J.  went  on  to  show  other  reasons  why  the 
Committee  should  rise,  founded  on  the  defect  of 
information  before  tbe  House,  partieulariy  as  to 
the  expenditures  for  making  roads.  What  did 
these  roads  cost  last  year  ?  What  have  they  cost 
since  yon  begun  them?  These  were  questions 
to  which  answers  were  required  before  he  gave 
his  consent,  dbc.  He  was  surprised  that  such  in- 
formation, as  well  as  of  the  amount  expected  to 
be  applied  to  that  object  during  tbe  ensuing  year, 
was  not  in  possession  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  laid  it  down  as  a  sound  axionii 
In  government,  never  to  render  that  contingent, 
which  can  be  made  certain.  If,  he  said,  we  could 
foresee  all  the  expenses  of  the  Gbvernment,  and 

Srovide  specifically  for  each,  it  would  be  best* 
ome  objects  of  expenditure  were  so  uncertain 
as  not  to  admit  of  that  course.  But  it  was  seen 
at  a  glance  that  there  was  no  reason  why  the  ap- 
propriation for  making  roads  should  be  included 
in  the  contingent  fund.  His  honorable  colleague 
was  in  favor  of  increasing  the  appropriation  when 
made  specific.  Mr.  J.,  on  the  contrary,  desired  it 
to  be  specifiC|that  he  might  vote  to  strike  it  out 
altogether.  There  should  not  be  appropriated  ta 
that  object,  by  his  vote,  one  dollar,  nor  a  fraction 
of  a  dollar,  ne  had  ,at  the  last  session,  performed 
a  very  humble  part  in  endeavoring  to  assign  the 
reasoBs  why  he  thought  the  Constitution  Bad 
not  ^iven  the  power  to  Congress  to  make  roads. 
Having  given  that  vote,  he  could  not  now  give  a 
vote  to  sanction  an  appropriation  which  he  be- 
lieved would  be  a  violation  of  that  instrument 
which  gave  to  Congress  their  being,  and  conferred 
on  them  their  powers.  ' 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  was  much  bound  to  the  po* 
liteness  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  for  the  notice 
yesterday  given  him,  as  the  gentlemaa  had  to- 
day informed  the  House,  that  he  should  call  for 
certain  information  respecting  one  of  tbe  items 
of  appropriation  in  the  bill.  In  consequence  of 
that  intimation,  Mr.  S.  said,  be  had  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  which  he  had 
just  received  an  answer,*  which  he  would  com- 

*  The  JbDowfaig  is  so  mtidi  of  the  document  ss  le- 
btes  to  the  qaestioa  ia  debate : 

*«  The  sum  estimated  fbr  sztim  pay  to  soldiers,  was 
intended  to  be  appUed  to  tha  pay  of  aoldien  engaged 
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municate  to  the  House.  Mr.  S.  then  stated  sub- 
staotially  the  information  cootaiaed  in  the  doca- 
laent  which  he  bad  received. 

Mr.  JoHNBONi  of  Ky.,  spoke  against  the  Com- 
mittee's rising.  He  made  some  remarks,  abo,  on 
the  power  exercised  by  the  Executive,  of  employing 
the  Army,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  construction  of 
military  roads.  None,  he  said,  would  deny  the 
right  to  make  a  bridge  bv  the  army,  for  its  own 
safety  in  retreat,  or  U>r  the  purpose  of  crossing  a 
river  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy ;  nor  the  right  of 
making  a  causeway  over  a  ditch,  or  over  a  swamp 
^-and  he  could  see  no  difference  in  principle,  if 
the  causeway  became  a  paved  road  on  dr^  ground. 
The  real  question  for  the  House  to  decide  now, 
was  whether  they  would  pay  the  poor  soldier, 
who  receives  five  dollars  a  month  onlv  for  his 
services,  an  extra  ration  or  allowance  for laborinp^ 
on  public  works,  or  whether  he  should  be  depri- 
ved of  this  pay,  hy  deprivinffthe  Government  of 
the  means  of  paying  him.  The  power  to  make 
a  bridge,  a  causeway,  or  a  road,  by  employing  the 
soldiery  oti  it,  would  in  no  manner  be  affected  by 
this  decision.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
however,  what  was  the  decision  of  this  House  on 
the  subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  cause 
roads  to  be  constructed  ?  Was  it  not  in  favor  of 
the  power  to  make  military  roads  as  well  as  com- 
mercial roads  ?  Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not  see  this 
lurking  harm,  this  poison  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  in  the  appropriation  referred  to;  for,  if 
censure  or  thanks  were  supposed  due  to  the  act  of 
employing  the  soldiers  on  the  public  roads,  Mr.  J. 
saia  he  would  vote  heartily  for  thanks  to  the  Ad- 

in  labor  upon  roads,  as  well  as  upon  barracks,  and 
other  pnbhc  works.  If  it  be  detsnnined  to  strike  out 
this  itenii  about  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollan  was 
intended  to  be  applied  to  that  object. 

«Tou  have  endosed,  herewith,  copies  of  the  regula- 
tions on  the  subject  of  extra  allowance  to  the  soldiers 
detailed  for  labor,  the  first  dated  in  1808,  the  latter 
in  1816." 

aZTEACT  PEOX   aiOULATIOVS. 

"  The  non-commiisioned  officers  and  privates,  who 
may  be  drawn,  as  artificers,  to  work  constantly  on 
fi>rUfications,  biidges,  barracks,  roads,  or  other  public 
works,  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  ten  days,  Sundays 
excepted,  shall  be  allowed,  for  eadi  day's  actual  labor, 
fourteen  cents,  and  one  gill  of  spirits  each,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  and  rations. 

**  Other  non-commissionej  officers  and  privates,  not 
artificen,  who  shall  be  drawn  for  constant  labor  on  for- 
tifications, roads,  bridges,  barradcs,  or  other  public 
works,  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  ten  days,  Sundays 
excepted,  shall  be  allowed,  for  each  day's  actual  labor, 
ten  cenU,  and  one  gill  of  spirits  each,  in  addition  to 
their  pay  and  rations." 

The  above  regulation  established  in  1808. 

"  Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  employed 
at  work  on  fortifications,  in  snnreys,  in  cutting  loads, 
and  other  constant  labor,  will  be  allowed  fiiteen  cents, 
an4  an  extra  gill  of  wluskey,  per  day,  while  so  em- 
ployed, which  will  be  paid  by  the  officer  or  agent  dis- 
bursing the  contingent  expenses  of  the  work  or  expe- 
ditbn." 

The  above  regulation  established  in  1816. 


ministration  for  having  done  what  he  eoosidered 
an  acceptable  duty.  It  was  obvious  why  the  sub- 
ject had  now  presented  itself.  The  late  war  with 
Qreat  Britain  was  not  many  years  past — he  hoped 
it  was  not  forgotten— it  had  brought  to  oar  knowl- 
edge the  fatal  consequences  of  not  having  miU- 
tary  roads  in  several  parts  of  our  country.  The 
Government,  availing  itself  of  this  ezperienee, 
had  directed  the  Army,  otherwise  reposing  in 
sloth,  and  contracting  the  vices  of  the  camp,  to  be 
employed  to  a  ffreater  extent  in  a  species  of  doty 
in  which  they  had  frequently  been  employed  be- 
fore, but  on  a  smaller  scale.  There  never  bad 
been  an  army,  he  said,  but  the  contingent  fond  of 
its  duartermaster's  department  had  been  applied 
to  pay  for  the  extra  work  of  the  soldier.  Mr.  J. 
was  not  only  readv  to  vote  the  required  appro- 
priation, but  to  applaud  the  Qovernment  for  hav- 
ing engaged  in  an  undertaking  which  required  it. 
After  some  further  remarks,  principaliy  ex- 
planatory, from  Mr.  Trimblb,  and  Mr.  Clit,  the 
Committee  rose,  the  usual  hour  of  adjoumment 
having  arrived,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tbursoat,  January  7. 

Mr.  LivfiRMOBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  Assistants  Postmaster 
Greneral ;  which  was  read  twice  and  eommitttd 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Belunoer,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  makingappropriatioas 
for  the  public  buildings ;  for  the  purehase  of  a 
lot  of  land,  and  for  furnishing  a  supplf  of  water, 
for  the  use  of  certain  public  buildings ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbrbbrt,  the  Seereury  of 
the  Treasury  was  instructed  to  report  to  this 
House,  a  statement  of  the  debts,  crediu  and  foods 
of  the  incorfmrated  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, required  by  the  I9th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  '^An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  certain  banks,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes 
of  unincorporated  associations  within  the  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquiie  into  the 
expediency  of  enacting  a  law,  to  define  and  nmi- 
ish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high 
seas,  and  offences  a^inst  the  laws  of  nations. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list 
of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  patents  have 
been  granted,  for  any  useful  invention,  during  the 
year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December,  1818; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  «Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Brown,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 
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The  IhU  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hall  Jer?ey 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
ceired  ao  amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading* 

Mr.  Mbbcbs  submitted  the  foilowing  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Raohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Militarj  Attun 
be  instro^ed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  to  reduce, 
to  one,  the  number  of  Major  Generals  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Slatea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  include  in  the  report  of  the 
strength  of  the  army,  called  for  by  the  resolution 
of  yesterday,  the  amount,  in  value,  if  any,  of  the 
extra  compensation  in  the  subsistence,  clothing, 
or  pay,  allowed  the  troops,  for  extra  labor  during 
the  year,  ending^  the  30th  of  October  last,  on  fa- 
tigue duties,  distinguishing  that  which  has  been 
b^towed  in  conapensation  for  labor  on  roads. 

MHJTARr  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill — 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  debate 
had  uken  a  course  yesterday  wholly  unusual. 
The  bill  had  scarcely  been  read  through,  when 
the  honorable  S  peaker  took  the  floor,  and,  after  a 
few  remarks,  diTorged  into  a  subject  which' had 
been  faily  discussed  at  the  last  session,  to  wit : 
that  o(  internal  improvements.  This  called  up 
other  gentlemen  to  justify  their  votes  on  that 
sabject;  and  tbus  the  bill  before  the  Committee 
had  been  left  oat  of  view.  The  custom  had  ever 
been,  Mr.  S.  said,  for  the  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee who  reports  a  bill  to  present  a  view  of  its 
objects,  and  to  explain  such  parts  of  it  as,  in  his 
opinion,  might  require  explanation.  He  would 
now  perform  that  duty,  and  would  not  permit 
himself  to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  the  Semi- 
nole war— the  conduct  of  General  Jackson — in- 
ternal improTements,  or  any  other  extraneous 
subiect. 

The  bill  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  say,  is  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  current 
year.  The  estimates  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded  were  presented  on  the  2d  of  December, 
and  printed  on  the  15th.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  an^  Means,  anxious  to  pass  the  appropria- 
tion  bill,  entered  immediately  on  the  subject,  and 
directed  letters  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  information  on  certain  points ;  to 
which  they  received  the  Secretary's  answer  (now 
in  print)  on  the  19th  of  December,  accompanied 
by  the  original  documents  on  which  his  estimates 
had  been  formed.  The  bill  was  reported  on  the 
22d  of  December— the  holidays  then  intervened — 
and  this.  Mr.  8.  said,  would  be  an  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Merger,)  and 
would  convince  him  that  proper  industry  had 
been  used  by  the  committee.  One  of  the  origi- 
nal papers  had  been  printed,  by  which  that  gen- 
tiemao  niight  be  informed  that  great  and  expensive 
fortifications  had  been  commenced,  and  others 
about  to  be  commenced.  Thoee,  said  Mr.  S.,  for 
New  Orlemns  and  its  vicinity,  will  cost  91,800,- 


000;  those  for  the  Chesapeake,  $3,000,000;  for 
the  Delaware,  $300,000;  for  New  York,  $275,000; 
for  Rouse's  point,  (Lake  Champlaio,)  $200,000. 
This  last,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  not  be  executed  until 
it  is  ascertained  whether  that  point  will  fall 
within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States.  Here 
Mr.  S.  took  a  view  of  the  security  which  those 
fortifications  would  give  to  the  United  States^- 
passed  a  handsome  compliment  to  the  abilities 
and  industry  of  the  engineer,  (Gkneral  Bernard,) 
and  called  on  gentlemen  to  remember  that,  by 
voting  the  supply,  they  were  approbating  those 
fortifications — the  ajg^gregate  cost  of  which  would 
amount  at  least  to  five  and  a  half  millions.  Mr. 
S.  observed,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  not  conceived  it  necessary  to  print 
any  other  of  the  documents;  they  were  such  as 
had  been  annually  laid  before  the  House,  and 
could  be  seen  by  any  gentleman;  and  that  ne, or 
some  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
would  explain  them  with  pleasure  at  the  request 
of  any  member. 

The  first  item  in  the  bill,  Mr.  S.  continued,  was 
for  the  pay  of  the  Army;  in  that  no  extra  pay 
was  introduced;  it  was  simply  for  the  pay,  as 
authorized  by  the  existing  laws.  The  sum  esti- 
mated to  be  necessary  was  $lw399,000.  It  was 
found,  however,  that  there  was  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $300,000;  and  the  bill  was  filled  in 
consequence  with  one  million.  The  second  item, 
Mr.  S.  said^  was  for  subsistence.  An  error  had 
been  made  m  filling  up  the  blank,  which  would 
be  corrected ;  the  sum  ought  to  have  been  $789,- 
213,  which,  with  $200,000  appropriated  by  a  spe- 
cial law  during  the  present  session,  and  a  presumed 
^ain  by  the  new  mode  of  supply  by  commissariat, 
instead  of  by  contract,  of  $146,524,  would  make 
the  sum  stated  in  the  estimate.  The  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  informed  the  committee 
that  $400,000  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purchase 
of  clothing.  This  was  a  deduction  from  the  esti- 
mate of  $49,530,  and  the  blank  had  accordingly 
been  filled  up  with  $400^000.  The  estimate  re- 
quired $92,500  for  bounties  and  premiums.  On 
inquiry,  however,  it  was  found  that  there  was  an 
unexpended  balance  of  the  last  year  of  $30,000. 
and  the  sum  proposed  for  that  item  in  the  bill 
was,  accordingly,  $62,500.  The  Quartermaster's 
department,  Mr.  S.  continued,  is  always  an  ex- 
pensive one.  The  present  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral has  lately  come  into  the  office;  he  appeared 
to  be  a  man  of  system,  and  no  doubt  was  enter- 
tained that,  when  he  had  atuiined  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  department,  he  would  econo- 
mize as  far  as  possiole.  At  present,  however, 
that  officer  was  obliged  to  rely  for  his  statements 
on  those  of  the  last  year,  which  amounted  to 
$460,000.  He  required  an  addition  of  $49,000 
for  the  transportation  of  provisions ;  that  expen- 
diture arose  from  its  being  the  duty  of  this  Q^nar- 
termaster  to  transport  the  provisions  from  the 
place  of  purchase  to  that  of  consumption,  and 
was  properly  a  charge  upon  the  new  system  of 
supply ;  It  was  formerly  {^id  by  the  contractors. 
He  also  requires  $50,000  for  the  construction  of 
barracks  and  storehouses,  to  wit: 
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At  Uitti  freailMr  poite      - 
Al  Dttimt  .... 
At8t.LoQU       .       .       - 
At  Baton  Bouge 
At  8«ckett*a  Harbor,  oompletiiig 


.  fie^ooo 

5,000 

6,000 

86,000 

6,000 


60,000 


The  arrearages  ariBing  from  a  defieienef  in 
certain  appropriations  of  the  last  year,  Mr.  S. 
said,  wonfd  be  found  in  the  estimate ;  bat,  from 
two  letters  from  the  Secretary,  (which  were 
lead,)  the  sum  required  was  ti26^7,  and  the 
estimate  would  be  so  filled.  The  estimate,  Mr. 
S.  said,  required  $838,000  for  fortifications.  It 
would  be  found  that  $200,000,  intended  for  Rouse's 
point,  would  not  be  wanted,  as  before  observed, 
'  until  it  was  decided  whether  that  point  be  within 
the  boundary  of  the  United  States.  The  Secre- 
tary's letter  (before  the  Committee)  shows  an 
anexpended  balance  of  $000,000.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  conceived  that  $1,100,000 
was  as  much  as  could  be  expended  during  the 
year ;  they  have,  therefore,  reduced  that  item  to 
the  sum  in  the  bill  of  (500,000,  being  a  deduction 
of  $338,000.  The  estimate  for  arsenals,  Mr.  3. 
said,  haa  been  reduced  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  $55,000,  wnich  would  be  explained 
when  the  specific  item  came  under  consideration. 
The  deductions  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  from  the  estimates,  amounted 
to  $918,524.  The  other  items  in  the  bill  were 
conformable,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  the  estimates,  and 
would  be  explained  when  under  consideration. 
Mr.  8.  said  he  hoped,  from  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  would  appear  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  not  been  inattentive  to  their  duty. 
The  business  of  a  public  nature  was  sufficient  for 
any  one  committee ;  but  that  of  private  claims 
also  referred  to  them,  was  very  great;  and  if, 
with  such  a  mass  pressing  upon  them,  any  sub* 
ject  should  escape  them,  a  fair  apology  for  the 
committee  would  offer  itself  to  every  mmd. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  in- 
formed the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wavs 
and  Means  that  he  meant  to  make  a  point  in  the 
extra  pay  allowance  to  soldiers  employed  on 
military  roads.    No  such  item  being  among  the 

Eapers  submitted  to  the  committee,  Mr.  S.  said, 
e  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  in- 
formation ;  his  answer  was  received  late  yester- 
day; had  been  read,  and  was  now  before  everv 
member.  There  was,  however,  Mr.  S.  observed, 
amonff  the  papers  of  the  Quartermaster,  an  esti- 
mate for  repairs  of  barracks,  quarters,  and  store- 
houses, at  nfty-nine  posts,  including  extra  pay  to 
soldiers — the  purchase  of  tools,  plank,  nails,  wicks, 
lime,  timber,  and  other  articles,  of  IjfSOjQOO,  The 
articles  were  so  many,  Mr.  S.  said,  and  the  sum  so 
small,  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  committee  that 
any  part  of  it  was  intended  for  extra  pay  for 
working  on  military  roads.  The  subject,  Mr.  S. 
continued,  was  treated  as  if  it  were  entirely 
novel;  but  the  bill  was  preciselv  such  as  had 
been  passed  for  many  years.  Was  it  now,  for 
the  first  time,  known  to  the  honorable  Speilker, 


Mr.  8.  aabed,  that  ext»  jmj  had  bean  allowtd  to 
soldiers  employed  on  mthiary  roads  7  Did  he  nm 
recollect  that  the  same  snbjeet  was  before  Cos- 
gess  for  the  three  last  vearr?  In  1816,  a  reMia- 
tion  of  the  House  called  for  the  ralea  and  re|nila- 
tions  of  the  Army ;  among  these  waa  ao  allow* 
aace  of  extra  pay  and  liquor  to  aoldiarc  when 
enplofed  on  barracks,  ibrtifieatioBs^  aad  reaiis; 
aad  a  kw  passed  on  the  24th  of  April,  lagaliving 
these  regulations.  Mr.  S.  here  read  the  foUow* 
ing  from  the  9th  section  of  the  act:  ^  That  the 
^  regulations  in  force  before  the  redootioa  of  the 
<  Army,  be  recognised  as  far  as  the  mme  shall  be 
'  found  applieable  to  the  service  sabjeet,  how- 
'  ever,  to  such  alterations  as  the  Secretary  of  Wac 
*  may  adopt,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Prett- 
*'  dent"  Here,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  sUtate  vesti 
the  President  with  the  power  to  employ  the  sol- 
diers, and  to  allow  them  extra  pay  when  at  work 
on  military  road^  and  completely  absolves  him 
from  all  ceosnre  for  so  doing.  Bot  aQpMe,  said 
Mr.  S.,  there  had  been  no  law,  the  Preudeat 
would  have  been  justified  by  the  usage  of  ail 
armies.  It  may  be  called  the  coamoa  law  of 
armies  to  employ  the  soldiers  on  fortificatioaB 
and  military  roads,  and  to  allow  them  extra  pay. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war,  extra  liquor  was 
allowed,  under  an  order  or  the  commaadiag  Gen- 
eral ;  and,  as  early  as  1806,  it  was  made  a  ng^ 
lation  of  the  War  Department  to  allow  extra  pay 
and  liquor ;  and,  although  well  knowa,  had  never 
before  been  ouestioaed. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  had  a  right  to  eomplatn  of 
the  novel  proceeding  on  this  occasion.  The 
chairmaa  oi  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  charged  by  the  hoaorable  Speaker  with  &ilr 
ing  to  give  the  necessary  information  to  the 
House;  that  he  had  asked  for  bread,  and  the 
committee  gave  him  a  stone.  In  reply  to  this^ 
Mr.  S.  said  it  would  be  reeollected  that  the 
Speaker  rose  immediately  after  the  bill  had  beea 
read  by  the  Clerk,  and  thus  wholly  precluded 
him,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meani^  from  furnishing  the  informs 
tion  thev  possessed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  out  he  honed  the  view  now  given  would 
be  satisfactory.  It,  however,  any  firther  infoi^ 
mation  was  required  by  any  member,  it  would  be 
given,  withpleasure, by  him  or  some  oiher  meoi- 
ber  or  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  JoHiiaoH,  of  Virginia,  roee  to  request  ia«- 
formation  on  a  question  of  practice.  How  long, 
asked  Mr.  JL  has  it  been  the  custom  of  the  Com« 
mittee  of  Wajrs  and  Means  to  repwt  bills  of  ap- 

Eropriation  with  the  blanks  filled  up?  Was  this, 
e  continued,  not  a  dangerous  practice  ?  Ought 
the  sums  of  an  appropriation  bill  to  be  inserted 
by  any  authoritv  but  that  of  the  House  of  Rq>- 
resentatives  itself?  By  this  practice,  Mr. J.  sum, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  taking  the 
estimates  from  the  Executive  departments,  pro* 
ceeds  to  make  the  appropriations^  without  con- 
sulting the  House.  If,  said  he,  this  House  were 
merely  a  recording  synod  for  the  heads  of  depart- 
menti,  the  practice  would  be  a  very  good  one; 
but,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  who 
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ftlone  iimve  ibe  rigfai  to  ftpproptiftCe  tlia  peopk** 
oiooef  ,  ercrf  bill  ihoold  be  rtporttd  to  as  ki 
bluik;  it  wott]d  tben  devolve  od  tfae  ohtiniMin  of 
tbe  CommUteo  of  Ways  and  Meaas  to  show  to 
tb«  HoBse  tbat  soeb  Bums  as  be  asked  for  were 
necessary  for  tbe  public  service.  Bot,  reported 
as  tbe  biUs  now  were,  be  said,  filled  up  witb  tbe 
sums  deemed  proper  hj  tbe  committee,  it  tbrew 
tbe  burden  of  proof  on  tbose  wbo  migbt  oppose 
any  appropriation,  tbat  it  was  improper,  or  tbat 
tbe  proposed  amooat  was  onneccssary,  and  a 
different  one  prefermble.  la  tbis  Qovernment, 
Mr.  J.  said,  wbere  tbere  was  tbe  freest  interebange 
between  ail  tbe  officers  of  tbe  Gtovemment,  and 
every  fneiUty  to  tbe  communication  of  informa- 
tion, ought  tbe  Honse  to  shrink  from  its  doty  of 
inTestisating  appropriations^  and  sajr  that  the 
want  of  facts  rendered  sncb  investigation  impos« 
sible  7  Or  do  we,  said  be,  come  down  here  to 
rote  for  any  bill  which  slmli  be  reported  to  as, 
iiied  op  witb  roood  numbers  ?  No;  first  satisfy 
ny  joMment,  said  be,  that  these  sums  arc  neees* 
ary,  before  1  vote  for  them ;  and  to  do  this  it  is 
he  daty  of  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
?iaanee.  Tbe  practice,  Mr.  J.  said,  to  which  he 
>bjected,  was  of  modem  date ;  it  was,  be  believed, 
lot  m<ire  than  two  or  three  years  siace  the  inno- 
ration  was  made;  but  be  hoped  to  see  no  more 
>f  iu  He  hoped  that  all  bills  would  hersafter  be 
reported  in  blank,  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
nitfee  be  prepared  to  show  to  tbe  House  bow 
bose  blanks  ought  to  be  filled.  It  seemed  that 
f  an  opportunity  had  offered  yesterday,  the  gen- 
ieman  (Mr.  Smith)  would  have  been  able  to 
ihed  on  it  tbat  ray  oC  licht  which  bad  to-day 
illumined  tbe  House;  to  nave  dispelled  all  tbe 
darkness  which  rested  on  this  subject^  and  en- 
abled tJie  House  to  march  steadily  to  its  object. 
But,  even  now,  Mr.  J.  said,  be  wHs  not  satined, 
after  ail  the  geatleman's  explanations,  and  after 
bis  being  aaiisted  by  the  letter  which  bad  been 
received  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  pro- 
priety of  tbis  appnmriation.  And  this  letter— 
what  was  it  1  It  informs  us,  said  Mr.  J.,  tbat  for 
the  construction  of  roads  about  910.000  are  want- 
ed ;  and  tbat  if  this  appropriation  be  deemed  in- 
ezpedienty  this  amount  may  be  stricken  out.  How 
many  milca  of  turnpike  road,  Mr.  J.  asked,  was 
tbis  sum  expected  to  make  ?  What  did  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  Cumberland  road  state  at  tbe 
last  session  ?  That  it  cost  about  f  10,000  to  make 
a  mile  of  tlmt  road.  And  are  we,  said  Mr.  J.,  to 
be  amused  witb  a  mile  of  turnpike  road  ?  Is 
ihia  tbe  mighty  object  which,  as  the  National 
Intelligencer  informs  us,  raised  a  breese  la  the 
House  yesterday,  and  disturbed  tbe  calm  which 
nothing  before  bad  tbe  power  to  interrupt  1 
Could  gentlemen  be  serious,  he  asked,  on  this  oc- 
easion,  or  look  at  this  object  without  a  smile  ? 
He  should  like  to  know  if  it  was  intended,  witb 
:hese  $10,000,  to  make  half  a  mile,  three  ouartets, 
>r  a  wiiole  mile  of  road  ?  For  himself,  Mr.  J. 
aid,  be  would  not  allow  them  to  make  even  a 
ingle  taile*  And  though  the  sum  required  might 
le  as  duet  in  tbe  balance,  be  would  ffive  not  a 
loUar  for  this  purpose,  because  he  believed  tbe 


House  bad  no  right  to  nrnke  tbe  appropriatiott. 
We  have,  said  Mr.  J.,  tbe  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  tbat  we  have  not  the  right;  and  can 
the  attribute  attach  to  the  Executive  officer  of 
denying  to  the  Legislature  the  power  to  do  a 
thiujL  and  yet  do  tbat  himself  which  he  has  said 
tbe  Constitution  gives  us  no  power  to  do  ?  Con- 
sidering tbe  millions  upon  millions  annually  ex- 
pended in  tbis  country,  the  amount  of  this  appro- 
priation was  as  nothing ;  yet,  be  repeated,  were  it 
but  a  single  dollar,  he  would  not  sacrifice  princi- 
ple by  voting  it  for  such  an  object. 

Mr.  Lowiinio  spoke  briefly  as  to  the  practice 
of  the  Honse  respecting  appropriation  bills.  The 
estimates  of  appropriauons  necessary  for  defray- 
ing tbe  expenses  of  each  year  were  lurnisbed,  be 
said,  by  the  proper  de|iartments,  and  laid  before 
tbe  House.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
taking  tbe  estimntes  into  consideration,  either 
concurred  in  them,  or  agreed  to  diminish,  to  add 
to.  or  to  reject  them.  In  all  these  eases,  Mr.  L. 
asked,  was  it  not  fairer,  as  well  as  more  conve- 
nient, that,  by  reporting  the  bill  witb  the  sums 
specifically  stated,  the  Home  should  have  notice 
of  any  proposed  variation  from  the  estimate,  than 
that  they  should  be  taken  by  surprise  when  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  fill  blanks  in  the  bill? 
Such,  at  least,  was  nis  impression,  and  such  pre- 
eiselv  the  effect  of  tbe  innovation  of  which  the 
gentlemen  complained.  At  the  same  time  that 
the  advantage  was  afforded  of  an  opportunity  for 
examination,  it  was  perfectly  competent  to  any 

gentleman  to  take  exception  to  any  item  of  the 
ill,  and  require  a  question  to  be  taxen  on  it. 
Mr.  JoBueoa,  of  Vir^nia.  thanked  tbe  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  for  tbe  view  he  had 
taken  of  the  pmctice  of  tbe  House,  but  was  free 
to  say  that  bis  opinion  of  the  subject  was  yet  not 
at  all  cbanaed.  Were  any  facts,  he  asked,  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
which  were  not  also  imparted  to  the  House  ?  He 
presumed  not.  It  was  tne  duty  of  every  member 
to  examine  for  himself  this  ioiormatioo,  to  inves- 
tigate the  estimates  of  the  departments,  and  make 
himself  acquainted  with  all  tne  information  com- 
municated ;  and  be  would  reflect  upon  no  gen- 
tlenmn  of  tbe  House  so  fir  as  to  believe  that  be 
bad  not  performed  this  duty.  How,  then,  could 
tbe  House  be  taken  by  surprise  1  How  were  men 
of  common  intelligence^  capable  of  forming  con- 
clusions from  plain  facts,  to  be  found  unprepared, 
with  all  the  necessary  information  before  Uiem  7 
According  to  tbe  old  mode  of  proceeding,  and  he 
still  thought  it  tbe  proper  one,  Mr.  J.  said  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  show  tbe  necessity  of  an  appropriation 
before  be  could  call  on  the  House  to  vote  it. 
When  be  demanded  a  sum  for  any  object,  he 
ought  to  be  able  to  show  that  it  is  necessary ;  and 
by  a  clear  reasoning  to  prove  that  his  result  is 
right.  There  were  indeed  some  propositions  so 
clear  as  to  need  no  elucidation,  no  man  doubted 
that  the  whole  is  equal  to  its  parts,  or  that  two 
and  two  make  four.  I  see  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man smile,  said  Mr.  J.  A  man  may  smue  and 
smtle^[Mfr.  Switb,  of  Maryland,  said  that  if  Mr. 
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J.  referred  to  him,  he  usared  him  that  his  smile 
was  excited  by  an  expression  of  a  gentleman  on 
his  left,  and  not  bf  anything  which  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  J.] — 1  thank  the  gentleman, said  Mr.  J.; 
it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  me,  said 
he,  whether  I  am  attended  to  by  the  gentleman 
or  not ;  I  am  addressing  the  House,  and  not  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  was,  he  said,  indifferent  to  the  opinions  of  any 
man  whilst  doing  his  daty,  norshoald  he  be  driven 
from  his  object.  He  stood  here  the  humble  Rep- 
resentative of  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and,  whilst  he  stood  here,  should  repre- 
sent faithfully,  at  least  as  far  as  he  was  capable, 
their  interests;  he  would  speak  their  choice;  he 
would  act  up  to  their  will  and  judgment,  what- 
ever should  be  the  consequences.  Wherever  any 
puny  efforts  should  be  made  to  impede  him  in 
the  performance  of  this  duty,  he  should  treat  them 
with  scorn  and  derision. 

Mr.  Taylor  took  a  short  view  of  the  practice 
which  had,  at  different  times,  prevailed  in  the 
House  in  acting  on  appropriation  bills.  Origi- 
nallv  they  were  reported  in  blank,  and  the  sums 
to  fill  the  blanks  were  separately  moved  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Subsequently  it  was  the  practice  to  nlace  before 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  or  the  Whole 
the  different  sums  called  for,  and  which  he  con- 
sidered as  having  been  separately  moved  to  fill 
the  blanks  in  the  bill.  The  next  step  was,  to  print 
the  sums  in  the  bill  itself,  but  the  bill  was  still 
considered  as  in  blank,  and  the  Chair  continued 
CO  put  the  question  on  each  particular  appropria- 
tion, as  if  motions  were  maoe  for  them  mdividu- 
ally.  This  practice,  Mr.  T.  hoped,  would  con- 
tinue in  preference  to  the  present  custom  of  con- 
sidering the  sum  with  which  a  blank  was  filled, 
as  acquiesced  in,  without  putting  the  queAion, 
unless  objected  to. 

The  Chaibman  stated  that,  unless  ol^ected  to, 
he  should  consider  this  as  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  resume  the  practice,  suggested  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  putting  the  question  separately  on  ev- 
ery item  of  the  bill.  He  accordingly  announced  the 
question  on  the  appropriation  now  under  consid- 
etration,  viz :  one  million  dollars  for  the  pay  of  the 
Army ;  and  aAer  some  brief  conversation,  which 
showed  that  it  was  the  established  pay  only  of 
the  army  that  was  intended  in  this  appropriation, 
the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  appropriation  of  9550,000  for  the  Q^oarter- 
master's  department  being  next  stated  from  the 
Chair — 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  deduct  therefrom  ten 
thousand  dollars,  the  amount  stated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  be  necessary  for  extra  pay  to 
soldiers  employed  in  fatigue  labor  on  roads,  &c. 
This  motion,  Mr.  T.  said)  he  made  with  the  view, 
if  it  prevailed,  of  moving  this  sum  as  a  separate 
and  distinct  appropriation  in  the  bill,  expressing 
its  object,  6lc. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Trimblb  accordingly  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  appropriation  for  the 


Q^uartermaster's  department,  the  following :  "  For 
'  extra  pay  to  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  sol- 
<diers  employed  in  eonstructinff  and  repairiag 
<  military  roads,  ten  thousand  dollars."  Having 
submitted  his  motion,  Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  show, 
by  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretaqr  of  War, 
that  this  appropriation  was  in  conforoiity  to  ex- 
isting laws.  He  referred  to  the  regniatioos  of 
1808  and  of  1816,  of  the  War  Department,  fixing 
this  extra  allowance  by  an  act  of  Congress,  at 
conclusive  with  regard  to  its  legality ;  but  under- 
standing, he  said,  that  an  appropriation  for  making 
roads,  made  in  any  shape,  equally  involved  the 
power  to  make  roads,  he  offered  this  motion  in 
order  to  bring  the  question  fairly  before  the  Com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  BiTTLBR,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  proposition  by  inserting,  after  **  roads,"  the 
words  on  ^barracks  and  other  public  works." 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  that  this  motion  would  not  be 
insisted  on,  and,  if  insisted  on,  would  not  preraii. 
The  object  in  view  was,  to  present  the  simple^  on- 
mixed  proposition  whether  the  Executive  has 
the  power  to  employ  the  money  of  the  country 
in  constructing  roads ;  if  associated  with  the  com- 
pany proposed,  (the  amendment^)  it  would  make 
the  sense  of  the  committee  equivocal  on  the  im- 
portant question  presented  by  the  motion  of  Bftr. 
Trimblb.  For  that  motion,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
meant  to  vote.  It  would  declare  by  a  formal  act 
that  it  was  competent,  by  the  grants  of  power, 
for  Consress  to  authorize  such  works.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  thought  Congress  had  been  wanting  ia 
its  duty  in  delaying  so  long  to  legislate  on  this 
subject.  It  was  proper  to  pass  a  bill  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  PresideoL  and  if  he  refused  to  sanc- 
tion it,  then,  Mr.  C.  deckfed,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  avowing  he  should  be  ready  to  proceed  to 
hostilities  with  the  President  on  this  point,  and 
withhold  every  appropriation  until  he  conceded 
the  point.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  not  deem 
it  proper  to  pioceed  to  extremities  with  the  Chief 
Magistrate  on  this  score  until  he  had  first  ftirly 
presented  to  him  a  bill  appropriating  money  foe 
the  purpose,  and  saying  to  him,  here  it  is--«ign 
it  or  not  sign  it  He  difliered  from  those  who  be- 
lieved the  President  would  refuse  to  sign  such  a 
bill.  He  regarded  the  opinion  announce  bj  the 
President  in  the  Message  to  Congress,  at  the  iast 
session,  as  an  opinion  extra-judicial.  The  judge 
had  no  right  to  decide  in  the  matter.  Let  us 
make  the  case,  said  Mr.  C,  and  present  it  fairlf 
before  him;  then,  if  he  says  we  have  not  the 
power,  I  am  readv  to  reply  to  him — neither  have 
you.  But,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  there  was  little  rea- 
son to  presume,  from  the  opinion  he  had  express- 
ed, that  the  President  would  refuse  to  sanction 
such  a  bill,  as  his  conduct  had  been  in  direct  op- 
position to  that  opinion.  On  the  contrary  he  had 
acted  in  exact  conformity  to  the  opinion  declared 
by  this  House  in  relation  to  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  construct  roads,  dbc  It  was  too 
much  to  anticipate,  that,  after  this  House  had  ex- 
erted its  utmost  faculties  in  maturing  a  bill,  the 
President  would  refuse  to  sign  iu  Mr.  C.  hoped 
that  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  internal  im- 
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proTements  would  be  reported.  He  was  williog 
to  take  one  in  the  same  shape  of  that  which  haa 
already  onee  passed  this  House,  and  try  whether 
the  President  would  refuse  to  it  his  assent,  and 
deny  to  Congress  the  power  of  enacting  it.  Let 
us  not,  said  Mr.  C,  apply  to  our  fears  for  counsel, 
but  put  the  question  at  once  fairly  and  properly 
to  the  President. 

Mr.  C.  had  yet  a  stronger  reason,  he  said,  for 
approTing  the  proposition  to  insert  a  specific 
appropriatioa  for  this  object  in  the  present  bill. 
He  thought  the  mode  of  making  compensation 
for  this  extra  labor,  by  the  Presidetit  or  Heads  of 
Department,  at  their  discretion,  howerer  much 
he  respected  those  men,  to  be  a  dangerous  mode, 
an  unconstitutional  mode,  and  one,  under  erery 
▼iew,  improper.  It  taught  the  army  to  direct 
their  Tiews  elsewhere,  instead  of  to  this  House, 
for  compensation  and  reward.  This  he  thought 
an  important  consideration.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smitb)  must  excuse  him 
for  differing  from  him  on  this  subject.  The  gen- 
tleman talks,  said  Mr.  C,  of  the  common  law  of 
the  army.  The  common  law  of  the  army !  This 
common  law,  sir,  is  always  resorted  to  in  extrem- 
ities :  in  dangerous  times  it  is  resorted  to  to  ins* 
tify  the  abuse  of  power.  When  a  sedition  law 
was  to  be  passed,  this  common  law  was  the  argu- 
ment for  it ;  now,  when  it  is  to  justify  an  allow- 
ance of  extra  pay  to  the  army,  the  common  law 
is  brought  up.  What  common  law  is  it  ?  Is  it 
European — is  it  Boglish,  French*  or  what  is  it  ? 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  knew  it  not.  He  had  always 
understood  it  was  proper  and  legitimate  for  all 
armies  to  make  military  roads,  and  it  was  under 
that  impression  he  wished  the  compensation  for 
such  labor  to  be  appropriated  by  law.  Allow 
the  President  or  the  head  of  a  Department  to 
make  this  compensation,  to  apply  the  public 
money  to  this  purpose  at  their  discretion,  and 
they  may  go  on  to  other  objects  also.  There  was, 
indeed,  no  limit  to  which  they  might  not  go. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  head  of 
the  War  Department ;  on  the  contrary,  he  enter- 
tained for  him  the  profoundest  respect.'  He  was, 
he  said,  no  flatterer ;  he  had  not  yet  learned  the 
practice  of  Courts :  the  expression  of  his  respect 
for  that  gentleman  was  forced  from  him  by  the 
feeliogs  of  his  heart,  and  he  was  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge them.  This  extra  compensation,  it  seem- 
ed, was  according  to  the  regulations  adopted; 
but  he  hoped  this  would  not  be  contended  lor  as 
I  sofficieat  authority  for  it.  Extra  allowance, 
Mr.  C.  said,  might  be  proper,  but  It  ought  to  be 
for  Congress  to  make  it ;  and  the  maximum,  at 
least,  if  not  the  object  of  it,  ought  to  be  fixed  by 
Ooogress.  Although  the  act  of  1816  might,  in 
express  terms,  recognise  these  regulations,  there 
iras  DO  member,  he  imagined,  who  roted  for  it, 
prbo  thoi^ht  its  exercise  was  to  be  unconstitu* 
iooally  transferred  from  the  Legislature  to  the 
SxecQtiFe.  It  was  far  from  his  intention,  Mr.  G. 
caid,  CO  enter  into  the  interesting  question  (the 
ransactions  of  the  Seminole  war)  touched  on 
resterdar.  A  proper  occasion  he  hoped  would 
[ireaeat  itself  for  considering  that  subject ;  as  he 


should  consider  the  Legiriature  wanting  in  its 
duty  if  it  permitted  the  session  to  pass  without 
the  expression  of  an  opinion  on  it.  But  when 
it  comes  before  us  in  the  shape  of  a  direct  propo- 
sition, let  us  meet  it  as  men,  and  pronounce  on 
it  properly.  He  had  no  idea  of  concurring  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Mercer,)  as  to  indicating  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  military  ofll- 
cer.  by  withholding  his  pay.  This  course  would 
be  inexpedient  also,  because  it  would  leave  their 
opinion  in  doubt,  and  the  Executive  might  be  at 
a  loss,  if  the  pay  of  one  of  the  Major  Uenerala 
were  withheld,  to  know  which  to  retain.  Mr.  C. 
thought  it  was  proper  at  least  for  Congress  to 
express  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  if  not  to  legis- 
late on  it.  He  would,  he  admitted,  not  pass  a 
censure  upon  the  Chief  Magistrate,  but  he  would 
have  the  House  to  express  the  opinion,  and  say, 
there  it  is,  operate  on  whom  it  may.  Would  not 
the  course  suggested  yesterday,  he  asked,  express 
an  indirect  censure  on  the  Executive  by  with- 
holding the  pay  of  the  officer,  and  thus  compel- 
ling the  Executive  to  dismiss  nim  ?  It  certainly 
would.  But,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  this  was  not  the 
occasion  for  going  into  that  question. 

Mr.  SMiTH,of  Mary  land,  in  reply  to  Mr.CLAr'e 
question  of  what  was  the  common  law  of  the 
army,  observed  that  what  he  alluded  to  was  this, 
that  a  certain  practice  had  prevailed  in  the  army, 
from  the  Revolutionarv  war  down  to  this  time. 
In  the  war  of  the  Revolution  it  was  common  for 
the  commander  to  allow  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers 
for  labor  performed  on  permanent  works,  fortifi- 
cations, &c.  It  was  usual,  also,  when  the  soldiers 
were  ordered  on  extra  duty,  on  any  hard  service, 
for  the  commander  to  order  them  double  rations 
of  drink,  &c.  This  was  still  the  case :  the  regu- 
lations of  the  War  Department,  respecting  extra 
pay,  rations,  ^.  had  been  formerly  printed  and 
laid  on  the  ubles  of  the  members,  and  the  law  of 
1816  was  intended  to  embrace  these  regulations. 
As  to  the  common  law.  Mr.  S.  said  there  was 
once  a  common  law  in  Congress :  it  was  common 
law  to  allow  the  members  something  to  drink 
with  their  water.  It  was  true,  that  was  done 
away;  but  now,  said  he,  by  the  same  kind  of 
common  law  we  are  supplied  with  pen-knives,^ 
dtc.,  and  whatever  thus  became  general  usage* 
was  common  law. 

Mr.  Merger  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Butler,  which  he  disapproved.  Having 
concluded  these  obserratidns,  he  said  that,  whilst 
up,  he  had  to  thank  the  honorable  Speaker  for 
the  opportunity  of  now  making  an  explanation, 
which  he  had  intended  to  give  in  a  subsequent 
stage  of  the  proceedings.  And,  first,  he  assured 
the  Speaker  that  whatever  opinion  he  should 
express  on  the  conduct  of  the  army  in  the  Semi- 
nole war,  he  should  travel  directly  to  his  object. 
I  mean  not,  said  he,  to  mince  anything  I  shall 
say ;  and  shall  in  that  respect  difier  probably  from 
the  Speaker,  so  far  only  as  that  honorable  mem- 
ber always  has  it  more  in  his  power  than  I  to  do 
justice  to  his  subject  and  to  his  abilities.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  was  misunderstood  yesterday.    He  did 
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not  intend  to  say  that  it  wai  proper  to  rednee  the 
appropriation  for  the  pa)r  of  the  army  with  the 
Tiew  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
commander  of  the  army :  he  had  meant  only  to 
snggjett  the  propriety  of  the  bill's  hein^  allowed 
to  rest  on  the  table  until  the  whole  subject  of  the 
army  to  be  sustained  by  the  appropriations  con- 
tained in  it  should  be  decided.  A  period  might 
occur^— he  did  not  say  that  this  was  such  a  one— 
when  the  abuses  in  the  military  department 
should  be  such  as  to  justify  the  House  in  with- 
holding all  appropriations.  But  it  must  be  a 
great  and  dire  necessity.  It  would  haT»  been 
inconsistent  indeed  in  him,  he  said,  to  sustain,  by 
tha  proposition  it  had  been  supposed  he  meant  to 
mace,  a  doctrine  which  he  had  opposed  at  the 
last  session.  He  thought  the  House  had  no  ri^ht 
to  censure  an  officer  by  withholding  appropria- 
tions for  his  p«y.  He  should,  he  said,  have  the 
■ame  hesitation  in  withholding  payment  from  a 
military  officer,  by  way  of  censuring  him,  as  from 
a  i^dge,  and  from  a  judge  as  from  a  major  gene- 
nl«  rfo;  his  object  was  to  let  the  subject  rest 
until  the  military  committee  should  have  made 
their  renort ;  until,  too,  he  could  have  tried  the 
sense  or  the  House  on  a  proposition  he  had  in 
hlsjpochct  these  ten  dajrs,  and  the  ezistenee  of 
which  be  had  before  intimated.  He  now  read  it, 
(being  the  same  he  laid  on  the  table  subsequent- 
ly, to  reduce  the  number  of  major  generals  in 
tne  army  to  one.)  If  this  was  not  a  direct  march 
to  his  object  he  would  thank  the  honorable 
Speaker  to  point  the  way,  and  he  would  trail  a 
pilte  after  him  with  all  his  heart.  He  had  thus 
disclosed  his  object,  not  certainly  to  introduce  a 
discussion  of  the  subject,  but  to  show  why  this 
bill  ought  not  now  to  have  been  pressed  on  the 
House,  particularly  when,  from  the  surpluses  of 
last  year's  appropriations,  there  was  no  urgent 
occasion  for  it,  d&c.  *He  was  in  favor  of  laying 
the  bill  on  the  table  until  an  opportunity  was 
given  for  the  inquiry  whether  the  conduct  of  the 
army  had  not  been  such  as  to  require  the  interpo- 
sition of  this  House. 

Mr.  Strothkr  said,  it  was  with  reluctance  he 
offered  himself  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  at 
this  time ;  and  he  should  not  have  done  it.  if  it 
had  not  been  that  remarks  had  been  made,  bear- 
'  ing  on  a  delicate  subject,  and  that  silence  might 
be  considered  as  an  acquiescence  in  the  course 
and  bearing  of  those  observations.  In  noticing 
them,  he  should  not  attempt  to  reply  to  them  in 
detail;  he  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  do  ao ;  but, 
without  being  the  champion  of  the  Administra- 
tion, or  of  General  Jackson,  he  must  express  the 
surprise  with  which  he  had  heard  the  remarks  of 
the  Speaker,  and  of  his  honorable  colleague.  In 
the  first  place,  he  could  not  conceive  what  impro- 
priety there  could  be  in  the  Executive  having 
given  extra  pay  to  soldiers  for  labor  on.  public 
works,  when  such  an  allowance  had  been  ex- 
pressly authorized  by  law,  as  had  been  shown. 
And,  in  regard  to  the  question  presented  by  the 

8 reposition  now  before  the  House,  was  there  not, 
ir.  S.  asked,  a  wide  distinction  between  roads 
for  common  purposes,  and  a  military  road  for  fa- 


cilitating the  march  of  armies  and  the  uanapor- 
tatioa  of  munitions  of  warl  Was  thera  not  a 
wide  difference  between  the  bill  which  pnsMd  a 
few  sessions  ago^  for  esublishing  a  fund  for  ihe 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  acts 
of  the  Executive  in  r^rd  to  the  Cambcrland 
road?  Congress  claimed  no  sovereiya  power 
over  the  Cumberland  road ;  but  the  rejected  bill 
did  contemplate  the  giving  to  the  Gtoremmenc  a 
sovereign  power  over  the  roads  to  be  constmcttd 
under  it,  and  thus  to  infringe  on  the  rigku  of  the 
States.  This,  he  said,  was  a  prindple  which  the 
Executive  had  not  recognised,  in  giving  its  anae- 
tion  to  the  bill  for  continuing  the  Cnaaberlnnd 
road.  So  far  from  it,  it  was  said,  thai  tka  ol^eo- 
tion  made  to  the  road  passing  through  his  land, 
by  a  person  living  near  wheeling,  had  proved  an 
insuperable  obstacle  to  the  proaecatioa  of  a  part 
of  tnat  road ;  and,  unless  this  individual  should 
yield  to  the  general  good  and  to  his  own  interest, 
that  the  work  must  be  at  an  end.  That  the  mili- 
tary power  should  be  subservient  to  the  eiwA,  was 
an  axiom  so  unquestionable,  a  prineijde  se  vital, 
that  every  child  in  the  land  knew  and  acknowl- 
edged it.  He  did  not,  however,  intend  to  go  into 
an  argument  respecting  the  powers  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  in  regard  to  internal  improvemeat  i  the 
time  might  arrive  in  this  session  for  an  aigomeat 
on  that  subject.  But,  there  was  not  a  man  who 
had  read  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
who  #ould  hesitate  as  to  the  right  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  to  make  military  roads,  where  accessary 
to  facilitate  the  march  oi  armies. 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.  for  mv  honorable  eoUeagne, 
who  yesterday  remarked,  that  he  had  passed  sleep- 
less nights  in  consequence  of  his  horror  of  the 
Seminole  war— that  he  had  been  so  miserable,  ia 
consequence  of  Mr.  Secretary  Adams's  letter,  at 
to  have  sought  in  vain  this  solace  of  the  unhappy. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
sympathies  of  his  colleague  on  this  occasion  had 
been  excited  by  the  groans  of  the  widow  and  iht 
cries  of  the  orphan ;  by  the  bleeding  acalpaof  fhe 
infant  murdered  in  the  cradle,  and  of  its  mother 
butchered  by  iu  side — were  t&ese  the  con«dera- 
tions  which  had  harrowed  his  soul  with  horror  t 
Or,  was  it  the  iodiciion  of  exemplary  ponishment 
on  those  who  had  instigated  the  savages  to  these 
barbarous  deeds?    Mr.  S.  flattered  mmsel/  chat 
it  was  the  sufferings  and  injuries  of  our  fromtier 
inhabitants, and  not  the  punishment  of  theanthora 
of  them,  that  was  the  source  of  his  paiaful  sen* 
sations.    He  had,  he  said,  anticipated  the  discus- 
sion, which  must  take  place  durin|^  the  session 
on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war,  thus  £ar,  be 
cause  it  seemed  proper  to  him,  whilst  invective 
appeared  to  be  bursting  forth  in  defiance  of  every 
enort  to  restrain  it,  against  the  hero  who  bad 
crowned  his  country  with  glory,  and  prevented 
an  important  part  of  the  Union  from  being  severed 
from  the  Government,  that  the  nation  ought  to 
know  that  there  were  numbers  in  this  House  pre- 
pared to  step  forth  to  defend  him.    The  time  * 
would  arrive,  as  had  been  remarked  by  the  hen* 
orabla  Speaker;  and,  humble  as  he  was,  he  felt 
himself  able  to  enter  the  lists,  on  this 
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with  mn  A]X<v  *  Samwii,  and  trast  to  tb«  justice 
of  the  cause  for  the  palm  of  Tietory.  He  should 
not  now  open  a  diseassion  on  this  suhject ;  hut, 
come  when  it  may,  said  be,  I  shall  not  hesitate, 
careless  of  the  eoDsequeoees,  to  do  what  I  believe 
to  be  mf  diUy^  The  patriotism  which  animates 
the  bosom  of  General  Jackson  will  be  an  ample 
shield  for  the  hero,  who  hss  achieved  immortality 
for  hinndf,  and  shed  the  brightest  lustre  on  the 
arms  of  his  country. 

Mr.  8.  then  adverted  to  other  topics  introduced 
into  the  debate,  most  of  which  he  considered  ir- 
relative, and,  if  entered  into  here,  inexhaustible. 
No  man  doubted,  he  said,  the  power  of  the  Exec- 
vii  ve  to  eauae  to  be  made  roaos  neeessarv  for  mil- 
itary operations;  and  no  intimation  nad  been 
given  to  this  House  of  an  opinion  that  this  power 
Bad  been  improperly  exercised.    He.  therefore, 
did  not  see  that  the  proposition  embraced  any 
diffieolty,  or  called  for  the  disouuion  which  had 
grows  ODt  of  it.  Actioff  In  co-operation  with  the 
ralaable  offiter  at  the  head  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, who,  in  the  great  crisis  of  our  affairs,  had 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  honorable  Speak- 
OT,  Mf.  S.  had  no  doubt  the  Executive  would  so 
mpply  the  money  appropriated  as  to  justify  the 
expenditure. 

Mr.  Bdtlir,  of  Louisiaika,  thought  the  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed  to  Mr*  Tbimblb's  motion 
WF99  preferable;  it  was  more  consistent  with  the 
eiu]g:estion  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
vrnieh  embraced  all  the  objecu  of  extra  pay,  as 
well  that  for  working  on  roads  as  others,  dkc. 

Mr.  Tbixblb  thousht  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Bdtlbb  would  subject  the  appropristion 
to  the  same  objections  as  when  it  was  made  tn 
the  former  mode,  under  the  general  head  of  con- 
tingencies ;  and  he  advocated  at  some  length  the 
propriety  of  making  distinct  and  specific  appro- 
priations in  all  cases  in  which  it  could  be  done ; 
more  especially  in  this  case.     Mr.  T.  said  he 
would  not  touch  upon  the  subject  of  the  Seminole 
war,  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  present 
discussioB,  or  give  an  o)>inion  whether  the  Presi- 
dent had  acted  right  or  wrong  in  applying  the 
public  money  in  making  or  repairing  roads  by 
Che  soldiers.    Aa,  however,  the  House  had  appro- 

Eriated,  by  the  act  of  1816,  money  for  this  object, 
e  woiild  aaf,  that  the  power  had  been,  in  bis 
opinion,  justifiably  exercised.  In  this  ease  he 
would  apply  to  the  Executive  a  line  of  Qoldsmith, 
and  say  chat — 

"  His  eondnet  was  right,  though  his  srgimient  wrong ;" 

and  that  the  country  would  have  great  cause  to 
congratulate  itself  on  its  good  fortune,  if,  in  all 
time  to  come,  it  only  found  the  filxeeulive  head 
Qsing  bad  reasons  for  wise  measures.  He  was 
opp<»ed  to  controlling  the  Executive,  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  Qovernment,  by  withholding 
a  proper  approbation  from  the  Qovernment.  That 
was  a  proceeding  which  might  be  proper  in  mon- 
trohiea,  or  despotisms,  where  the  will  of  the  sov- 
ereign could  not  be  otherwise  resisted,  but  it  did 
not  comport  with  the  nature  or  the  dignity  of  re- 
fublicao  government,  or  with  the  responaibility 


which  belonged  to  its  several  branches.  He 
would,  he  repeated,  never  withhold,  for  any  such 
purfKwe  as  that  alluded  to,  an  appropriation,  when 
reouired  for  proper  objects. 

Mr.  Millbb,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  thought  the 
principle  involved  in  this  discussion  was,  whether 
an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  extra  pay 
to  the  Bn&r«  for  labor  on  public  works.  The  Sec- 
reury  of  War  had  distinctly  told  the  House  that 
this  amount  was  wanted  for  extra  pay  for  labor 
on  barracks,  &c,  as  well  as  roads;  but  the  com- 
mittee had  not  informed  the  House  how  mnch 
would  be  wanted  for  each  particular  object  and 
therefore  the  appropriations  could  not  well  be 
separated.  As  the  $10,000  were  not  eoaaideiad 
necessary  for  roads  alone,  he  would  vote  for  Mr. 
Botiab'b  amendment,  so  as  to  include  all  the  ob- 
jects of  extra  pay  in  one  appropriatioa. 

Mr.  Rbbd,  of  Maryland,  was  favorable  to  Mr. 
BuTLBa'a  ameikdment,  because  if  $1(^000  be  ap- 
propriated for  roads  alone,  the  Secretary  of  War 
would  take  as  much  more  as  he  thought  necessa- 
ry for  barracks.  ^.,  if  not  incorporated  in  this 
appropriation,  because  ha  is  already  authorised 
by  law  to  employ  the  public  money  on  thoaa  ob- 
jects. Mr.  R.  thought  it  very  proper  for  the  lo^ 
diers  to  be  emnloyed  in  construe  tiiig  and  repair- 
ing barracks,  dbc*,  but  he  did  not  think  it  right  to 
expend  the  money  in  paying  them  extra  pay  for 
such  labor;  an  extra  ration  might  be  given,  bat 
soldiers  thus  employed,  on  what  was  caUed  extra 
labor,  were  exempted  from  all  other  duty  at  the 
time,  and  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  receive 
extra  pay  for  it— it  was  the  proper  dut^  of  the 
army  to  construct  bridges  or  roads  for  itself  to 
pass  over. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  should  like  to 
know  where  these  roads  were,  about  which  so  much 
had  been  said.  He  was  not  more  partial  to  one 
part  of  the  country  than  another }  out  the  House 
was  as  competent  to  decide  where  roads  ought  to 
be  made,  as  the  War  Department,  or  any  one  else. 
He  repeated,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  when 
the  roads  were  which  had  been  commenced,  how 
far  they  were  towards  completion,  and  whether 
$10,000  was  enooeh  for  the  object. 

Mr.  Smitb^  of  Maryland,  without  attempting 
to  afford  full  information  on  this  point  of  inquiry, 
referred,  in  reply,  to  the  road  now  making  by  the 
soldiers  from  Sackett's  Harbor;  that  authorized 
at  the  last  session  through  the  Cherokee  countrr ; 
and,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  there  was  one  in  the 
gentleman's  own  State  (Ohia) 

After  some  further  conversation  on  Mr.  Bor- 
LBB'a  motion,  the  question  was  taken  thereon, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rbba.  then  rose  to  offer  an  amendment.  It 
was  well  known,  he  said,  that  the  sum  of  $10,000 
could  be  employed,  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
to  very  great  advantage  in  making  roads.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  proi>osition,  by  in- 
serting, "  in  any  one  of  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  Mr.  R.  would  not  now  touch  the 
great  question  of  internal  imnrovements,  but  he 
argued  for  some  time,  and  referred  to  many  facts 
and  the  experience  of  the  late  wars  in  the  South 
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to  show  how  necessary  some  roads  were  in  that 
section,  how  much  they  would  have  saved  to  the 
country.  By  applying  the  appropriation  in  roak- 
inff  roads  in  the  Territories,  the  Constitutional 
difficulty  would  be  avoided  by  those  who  doubted 
the  power,  though  he  did  not  propose  this  course 
to  avoid  the  main  question ;  for  which  he  was 
prepared  whenever  it  should  properly  come  up. 
As  to  Qeneral  Jackson  and  the  Seminole  war,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  talk  about  that  when 
the  subject  properly  came  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  this  amendment 
would  defeat  the  whole  object  of  the  appropria- 
tion, because  it  would  confine  the  military  roads 
entirely  to  the  Territories. 

Mr.  Khba's  motion  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Storbs  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
proposition  the  word  *'  military,''  and  thus  bring 
the  question  before  the  Committee  in  its  broadest 
shape.  He  knew  not  what  this  term  ^'military" 
meant.  Did  it  mean  a  road  exclusively  military? 
There  was  In  New  York  a  road  which  the  sol- 
diers had  been  employed  to  repair ;  but  the  word 
"  military"  here  was  without  meaning.  If  there 
were  any  roads  made  by  the  army  for  its  exclu- 
sive use,  they  would  properly  be  military  roads, 
but  there  were  none  such.  By  putting  the  ques- 
tion on  the  broad  ground  he  proposed,  Mr.  8.  said, 
It  would  leave  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  President 
to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  military  and 
other  roads,  and  he  would  thus  be  obliged  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  decisively  and  unequivocally. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  asked  the  gentleman 
to  reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  effect  of  his  mo- 
tion. It  would  ffo  to  appropriate  910,000  for 
roads  for  the  whole  country,  and  to  employ  the 
soldiers  of  the  army  on  all  the  roads  of  the  United 
States.  He  thought  that  such  an  amendment 
would  be  obviously  improper. 

Mr.  Stork's  motion  was  lost — ayes  50;  and. 

The  cjuestion  being  taken  on  Mr.  Trimblb'b 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  Committee,  after  some  further  progress  in 
the  bill,  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  January  8. 

Mr.  Robbrtbon, from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Moss ;  wnicn  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  enerossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  TuoKBR,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  appropriate 
a  fond  for  internal  improvements;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Hall  Jervey,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  direct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makinff  pro- 
vision by  law,  for  the  payment  to  Joseph  Merrill, 
assignee  of  John  Carman,  certificate.  No.  12.171, 
dated  Ivt  January,  1782,  signed  Timothy  rick- 


ering,  Qjnartermaster  CSeneral,  to  secure  to  the 
said  John  Carman,  or  his  order,  the  fwyment  in 
specie,  of  209  dollars,  with  interest  at  six  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  until  paid. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  having  again  gone  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole^  proceeded  in  filling  op  the  re- 
maining blanks  ot  the  military  appropriation  bill ; 
and,  having  ^ne  through  it,  tney  took  up  the 
bill  "respecting  the  Aulitary  EstabUshment.'' 
The  Committee  subsequently  rose  and  reported 
the  appropriation  bill,  as  amended^  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  conceiving 
there  was  no  necessity  for  acting  on  this  bill  im- 
mediately, as  the  unexpended  surplusof  Last  year's 
appropriation  would  be  sufficient  for  present  pur- 
poses, moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  There 
were  pro|K»itions  before  the  House,  not  yet  de- 
cided^ which  materially  affected  the  fvovisions 
of  this  bill.  He  hoped  to  see  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment reduced ;  and,  until  that  question  was 
decided,  he  wished  this  bill  to  lie  on  the  table, 
as  some  of  its  appropriations  might  become  nn* 
necessary.  At  anjr  rate,  the  bill  coald  be  taken 
up  at  any  time,  as  it  had  now  passed  through  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  acme  remarki 
in  reply,  to  show  the  improtNibility  of  aredoctioa 
of  the  Army  at  present ;  and,  even  if  there  were 
any  chance  of  effecting  that  object,  that  there 
would  be  no  impropriety  in  at  once  passing  this 
bill.  If  the  bill  were  not  now  passed,  it  would 
produce  much  trouble  and  inconvenience  in  trans- 
ferring the  surplus  from  one  object  to  others  for 
which  it  might  be  wanted,  dbc.  It  would  be  use- 
less to  lav  the  bill  over  from  day  to  day,  and  give 
rise  to  iresh  discussion,  when  every  mind  was 
made  up  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
rejected,  by  a  large  majority ;  and 

After  some  further  conversation,  rather  than 
debate,  between  Mr.  Colbton  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  on  the  anticipated  superiority  of  the 
commissariat  over  the  contract  svatem  of  sub- 
sistence, in  point  of  economy,  which  Mr.  C.  could 
not  find  demonstrated  by  the  estimates,  and  was 
therefore  somewhat  incredulous  about — 

All  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  with  the 
exception  of  that  which  made  a  distinct  appro- 
priation of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  extia  pay  to 
soldiers  for  repairing  and  constructing  military 
roads.  The  question  beiuffstated  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  to  this  amend* 
ment — 

Mr.  Pitkin  wished  to  know  what  military 
roads  were— where  any  of  them  were  to  be  found, 
and  by  whom  their  construction  had  been  author- 
ized.   The  principle  by  whieh  the  House  had 


on  these  objects  alone.  If  for  fortifications, 
for  instance,  it  was  found  that  they  were  expli- 
citly ordered,  and  the  particular  plans  of  their 
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ereetloQ  gen^nliy  pointed  oat.  If  this  coarse, 
in  any  case,  was  departed  from,  the  estimates 
were  always  preTioasly  faraished  by  the  proper 
departmeot,  aod  the  Hoase  authorized  the  ex- 
penditure or  not ;  the  Executive  could  ooly  ap- 
ply the  money  to  the  objects  which 'had  been 
meniioned  and  sanctioned  by  the  House  \  and  so 
with  arsenals  at  particular  points— there  was  no 
discretion  lef^  with  the  Executive.  As  to  mili- 
tary road^there  was  no  such  thing  known  in  this 
country;  out,  if  this  appropriation  passed,  Mr. 
P.  asked  if  it  would  not  be  granting  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, by  implictftion,  if  not  in  express  terms, 
the  power  of  making  military  roads  where  he 

f  leased,  independently  of  the  approbation  of  this 
louse  1    And  if  this  right  of  making  military 
roads  were  surrendered,  he  asked  if  it  did  not 
follow  that  they  had  a  right  also  to  make  any 
other  roads  and  canals?    No,  Mr.  P.  said;  if 
there  was  any  such  power,  it  was  in  Congress, 
and  not  in  the  Executive.    He  would  not  ven- 
ture into  the  question  whether  this  power  resided 
in  Congress  ;  but,  whatever  powers  Congress  pos- 
sesMd,  he  was  not  for  giving  them  bv  implica- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States.    In 
time  of  war,  Mr.  P.  said,  the  President  might  do 
many  thin^p  which,  in  time  of  peace,  he  would 
not  pe  justifiable  in  doing.    The  declaration  of 
-war  conferred  on  him  this  extraordinary  power. 
For  the  purposes  of  protection,  of  defence,  or  for 
annoying  the  common  enemy,  he  mi^ht  destroy 
a  man's  house,  his  garden,  dkc,  without  the 
owner's  consent.    This  power  was  conveyed  by 
Congress  to  the  President,  by  the  proclamation 
of  war.     The  rigfat  of  constructing  a  military 
road  might  be  exercised  by  the  President  in  time 
of  war,  but  this  riffht  did  not  foUow  in  time  of 
peace.    It  was  said,  on  tbis  subject,  with  some 
plau5ihil\ij^  that  in  peace  we  ought  to  prepare 
for  war — that  we  should  have  goodroads  prepared 
for  the  Army  to  move  on,  dbc. ;  but  did  it  follow 
that,  if  this  was  proper,  the  power  belonged  to 
the  President ;  that  be,  in  eilect,  had  the  power 
to  decide  where  it  was  proper  to  strike  a  blow, 
and  what  Power  ought  to  be  attacked  ?  whether 
it  should  be  Canada,  or  Florida,  or  Mexico,  which 
it  was  proper  to  assail?    For,  Mr.  P.  argued, 
this  discretion  would  virtually  follow  the  power 
to  select  the  points  for  military  roads,  and  would 
certainly  giYe  the  President  the  privilege  of  de- 
tUring  where  an  attack  ought  to  be  maae.  if  not 
the  p^wer  of  declaring  war.    This,  Mr.  P.  said, 
Wis  a  great  and  important  question.  If  the  appro- 

grlation  was  to  be  made,  ought  not  the  House, 
e  asked,  also  to  say  where  the  road  should  be 
xoade?  If  this  practice  was  departed  from,  it 
would,  he  said,  oe  a  most  important  departure. 
In  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road,  the  law  de- 
signated its  route,  and  required  the  consent  of 
the  States  through  Which  it  passed.  So  also 
with  the  road  through  the  Cherokee  country — 
its  route  was  fixed  by  law.  Ought  this  discre- 
tion, Mr.  P.  asked,  now  to  be  given  up  to  the 
President  ?  He  would  give  it  to  no  man  \  for, 
he  repeated,  if  the  President  was  allowed  to  lay 
OQt  and  make  a  military  road  where  he  pleased| 
15th  Coy.  2d  Sbss.— 16 


he  might,  with  the  same  propriety,  make  military 
canals.    In  truth,  Mr.  P.  said,  there  was  no  such 
thing  in  this  country  as  military  roads^  and  he 
hoped  we  should  never  have  any,  strictly  so. 
We  know,  said  he,  what  military  roads  were  with 
the  Romans — they  were  a  military  nation,  and 
made  roads  in  every  direction  for  their  legions  to 
pass  over.    Mr.  P.  wished  also  to  know  what 
was  meant  by  '' constructing  ?"    Had  anyroad 
been  marked  oat  and  designated,  and  nothing 
was  wanted  now  but  money  to  complete  it?  No 
such  thing.    It  gave  the  complete  power  to  the 
President  to  make  a  road  wherever  he  pleased, 
without  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  State,  or  or 
the  proprietor  of  the  soil.    It  was  said,  Mr.  P.  con- 
tinued, that  application  of  monev,  in  this  way, 
had  been  sanctioned  in  some  side- way  manner 
by  this  House;  but  he  did  not  recollect  that  it 
had  been  sanctioned,  or  that  thesubiect  had  even 
been  discusssed  in  this  House.    Sure  he  was, 
that,  when  he  voted  for  the  act  of  1816,  referred 
to,  he  had  no  idea  that  he  was  giving  any  such 
power  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  To 
employ  the  soldiers  to  repair  barracks  and  other 
public   works,  was  right  and  proper,  because 
those  objects  were  previously  designated  ana 
erected  by  law.    He  would  not  leave  it  with  the 
President  to  give  what  he  pleased  to  the  soldiers, 
but  whatever  should  be  given  should  flow  din- 
tinctly  from  the  Legislature.    In  this  hie  weei 
with  the  Speaker.    The  sum  of  $10,000  hadbeen 
asked  for  a  sufficient  extra  pay  for  all  the  objects 
mentioned  \  but  now  it  was  proposed  to  give  this 
sum  for  roads  alone,  and  leave  the  other  objeeta 
without  any.    Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  rather  re- 
verse the  proposition,  and  should  probably  move 
such  an  amendmenL    He  concluded  by  protest- 
ing against  the  surrender  of  so  important  a  power 
to  the  flxecutive— 'a  power,  which,  if  it  vested 
anywhere,  belonged  to  this  House,  and  which 
he  wished  to  retain. 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that  he  was  absent  from  his 
seat,  at  the  last  session,  when  the  question  of  in* 
ternal  improvement  was  discussed.  Haviaa  been 
one  of  the  committee  who  reported  to  the  Bouse 
the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  that  diseussiotti 
his  opinion  was  well  xnown.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention, however,  now  to  eater  into  any  particu- 
lar examination  df  the  general  question  m  rela* 
tion  to  the  powers  of  Congress  on  that  point,  as 
the  subject  now  under  consideration  diu  not^  in 
his  judgment,  necessarily  involve  that  question. 
The  effect  of  adopting  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  merely  to  render 
that  specific  which,  last  year,  was  included  in  a 
general  appropriation  for  the  Quartermaster's  de- 
partment. .  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meansi 
of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut (Mr.  Pitkin)  was  a  member,  then,  reported 
to  the  House  a  general  appropriation  similar  to 
this.  No  objection  was  made,  on  the  passage  of 
that  bill,  to  toe  item,  although  perhaps  it  might 
have  escaped  bis  observation  in  the  mass  of  esti- 
mates on  which  it  was  founded.  Mr.  S.  entertain- 
ed no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  President  toemploy 
the  Army  iif  the  construction  of  roads,  in  time  of 
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peace  as  well  at  in  war.  He  coold  nerer  assent 
to  the  doctrioe^  that  ia  time  of  war  the  President 
was  clothed  with  any  new  or  extraordinary  pow- 
ers orer  private  property  or  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States.  A  declaration  of  war  conferred  on  him  no 
aathority  whatever,  except  to  execute  it,  like  any 
other  sutste.  The  Constitution  had  defined  his 
powers:  to  that  only  could  he  look  for  his  au- 
thority. The  Conffress,  bj  changing  the  state 
of  our  relations  with  a  foreign  Power,  can  confer 
nothing  on  the  Executive  which  the  Consticu* 
tion  has  not  granted.  The  doctrine  in  itself  was 
fraught  with  dangerous  consequences,  and  he  pro- 
tested against  it  as  subversive  of  those  salutary 
limits  which  were  provided  against  the  exercise 
of  unlimited  power.  The  question  before  the 
House  is,  whether  the  Congress  shall  prescribe 
the  gross  amoaot  of  the  pay  of  the  Army,  or  leave 
the  appronriation  to  the  distribution  of  tne  Exec- 
utive, as  nas  heretofore  been  done ',  whether  he 
ahall  be  suffered  to  determine  the  disposition  of 
so  much  of  (his  general  appropriation  as  the 
amendment  includes,  and  at  his  pleasure  thus  in- 
direetiv  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  Army. 
It  is  otherwise,  in  substance,  to  authorize  him  to 
nut  his  hand  into  the  public  Treasury  and  dis- 
burse the  favor  of  the  Government,  unrestrained 
by  any  limits  affixed  by  Congress.  By  (lassing 
the  amendment,  this  limit  would  be  definitively 
fixed.  He  had  other  objections  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  general  appropriation  in  this  way  by  the 
President.  The  remark  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  had  great  force 
with  him.  It  taught  the  Army  to  look  to  the 
President,  and  not  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  support.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  tendency 
of  this  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  Army  from 
the  House,  and  to  confer  them  elsewhere,  would 
lead  to  evils  which  it  was  now  peculiarly  proper 
to  ^uard  against.  So  long  as,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, this  House  was  the  onlv  legitimate  source 
of  appropriation,  it  oop;ht  to  oe  known  that  the 
dispensing  of  the  public  funds  was  at  its  disposi- 
tion alone;  that  they  should  prescribe  the  amount, 
as  far  as  practicable^  which  should  be  applied  dis- 
tinctly to  every  object ;  that  they  should  deter- 
mine the  subjects  of  their  favors  and  the  extent 
of  their  rewards.  This  course  ought  not  to  of- 
fend those  who  approve  of  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  of  the  President  in  the  construction  of 
military  roads.  The  adoption  of  the  amendment 
is  a  sanction  of  the  course  he  has  hitherto  pur- 
sued, and  the  appropriation  is  professedly  in  aid 
of  those  laudable  efforts  which  he  is  now  making 
to  put  the  nation  in  a  state  of  complete  defence. 
There  is  nothing,  therefore,  in  this  course,  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  which  indicates  hostility  to  his 
views,  or  which  should  alarm  his  friends.  It  is 
rather  an  approval  of  his  conduct  in  this  respect, 
and  as  such  ne  should  be  willing  it  should  be  con- 
strued. He  hoped,  for  these  reasons,  that  the 
House  would  concur  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Merger  said,  that  Mr.  Pitkin's  arguments 
furnished  a  full  reply  to  all  his  exceptions.  He 
denied  that  any  road  made  by  the  Roman  people 
was  a  military  road.    He  had  heard  of  the  Ap- 


plan  way,  and  other  public  highwnyt  of  tbftt 
gallant  nation,  but  never  of  any  military  road. 
They  might  have  been  called  so,  as  sooie  of  those 
in  France  wer&  because  eonstrocted  by  the  army, 
to  distinguish  tnem  from  any  others  not  made  by 
the  army.  Mr.  M.  did  not  think  the  appropria- 
tion was  Improper  as  regarded  the  kind  of  roadi 
to  be  made ;  it  was  not  correct  either  tbat,  in  ah 
past  time,  the  appropriation  for  bamcks,  Ac, 
pointed  out  where  those  were  to  be  eoostmcted; 
nor  In  all  cases  of  fortification,  becmoae  these,  he 
argued,  were  something  of  a  temporarr  natore, 
which  could  not  be  designated — mrmcks  wbich 
surrounded  troops,  or  a  simple  mound  of  earlb, 
were  properly  fortifications.  Mr.  M.  did  not  be- 
lieve the  War  Department  had  eommitted  any 
violation  of  the  Constitution  in  the  duties  which 
it  had  prescribed  to  the  duartermaater,  ia  con- 
strue tiuf  barracks,  in  repairing  roadsj  encamp- 
ments, Ac.,  and  lu>w  were  these  duties  to  be 
compensated  If  not  by  some  appropriation  f  Mr, 
M.  expressed  great  confidence  in  Cbe  eapacitf 
of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  althoogh  fonag  m  the 
duties  of  his  office,  he  had  discharged  them  wiib 
j^reat  ability ;  and  he  had  done  nothing  in  the  snb- 
ject  under  consideration  which  was  not  recog- 
nised and  reflated  by  law.  In  ezereiaittg,  how^ 
ever,  the  spirit  of  criucism  on  this  or  any  other 
subject,  Mr.  M.  did  not  mean  to  amy  himself  in 
opposition  to  the  (Government :  parties,  he  said, 
were  broken  up — were  gone.  Mr.  M.  proceeded 
to  argue  that  the  sum  asked  for  bv  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  this  purpose,  so  far  rrom  being  ex- 
travagant, was,  in  his  opinion,  not  enough — ^it 
ought  to  have  been  more.'  Thi  public  force  ought 
to  be  kept  constantly  employed.  In  the  mode 
of  constructing  fortifications,  also,  Mr.  M.  doubted 
the  expediency  of  erecting  them  by  contract^  and 
adduced  some  examples  to  show  that  the  former 
system  was  preferable  in  economy  and  faithful- 
ness of  execution.  The  order  respecting  the  cul- 
tivation of  veffetsbles,  dbc,  for  the  nse  of  the  Army 
in  garrison,  Mr.  M.  highly  approved.  Returning 
to  the  immedate  question,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  object 
of  the  appropriation  was  perfectly  legitimate; 
there  was  no  army  in  the  world  which  was  not 
occasionally  employed  in  making  roads  for  their 
passage  through  the  country.  Was  it  proper  to 
call  out  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  maxe  roads 
where  necessary  for  the  passage  of  the  troops  7 
Some  feeling  had  been  excited,  he  said-rpome* 
thing  like  triumph  that  the  Bxeeutive  hao  been 
acting  improperly.  He  wanted  no  share  of  this 
triumph.  He  hoped  the  Executive  would  con- 
tinue so  to  use  the  public  force.  Mr.  M.  added 
some  further  remarks  illustrating  the  opinions  he 
had  now  and  before  expressed  on  the  subject: 
and,  for  reasons  he  had  previously  offered,  wish- 
ing further  time  for  a  decision  on  this  bill,  he 
concluded  by  moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Mills  did  not  think  that  Mr.  PrrciiHs 
arguments  had  been  answered.  His  chief  argn* 
ment  was,  that  if  this  power  resides  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government  at  all,  it  does  not  reside  in  the 
Bxeeutive  alone.    He  asked  ii  it  was  oonteaded 
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hat  the  Amif  could  be  emplosred  in  making  a 
oad  from  pott  to  post,  where  there  was  none  1 
f  not,  where  was  the  difficultf  of  meeting  the 
riews  sabmitted  by  Mr.  Pitkin?  If  the  power 
wtks  giTen  to  the  President  to  make  a  road  where 
ke  pleased,  through  a  Territory  or  elsewhere,  look, 
VLt.  M.  said,  to  the  consequences  of  a  difference 
>f  opinion  on  the  subject  between  the  ExeeutiFe 
ind  the  Legislature.  Suppose  the  Legislature 
ihould  deem  it  necessary  to  prepare  for  war  with 
I  foreign  Power,  Great  Britain  for  instance,  and 
hat  all  their  preparations  should  be  directed  to 
hat  point ;  then,  suppose  the  BzeeutiTe  shooUi 
«  of  a  diffisrent  opinion,  and  think  such  a  course 
inwise.  Haring  the  power  of  designating  where 
hese  public  works  are  proper,  and  using  the  pub- 
ic force  for  them,  he  might  take  a  very  different 
>oint,  and  go  in  a  direction  towards  a  different 
lation,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the  Legisla* 
ure.  This  idea  Mr.  Id.  illustrated  in  various 
ways^  and  adduced  several  aivnments  against  the 
ropriety  of  stripping  the  Legislature  of  this 
nportant  power,  and  conferring  it  on  the  Bzec- 
Ltive.  It  was  giving  him  powers  as  Commander- 
a-Chief  of  the  Armv  which  he  did  not  right- 
uily  pomess.  Mr.  M.  in  repljr  to  Mr.  Sroaan, 
ieoiea  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  the 
ame  powers  in  peace  as  he  had  in  war,  and  enu* 
aerated  many  acts  that,  in  one  state  of  affairs, 
v^ould  be  legitimate,  and  in  the  other,  would  be 
iighlf  improper  and  injuripus.  In  war  he  might 
estroy  private  property,  or  even  blow  up  a  town, 
a  carrying  on  hostilities  against  the  enemy,  but 
bese  and  many  other  acts  would  not  be  tolera- 
ed  in  time  of  peace.  It  had  been  urged  that 
his  appropriation  would  test  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  as  to  the  power  of  constructing  roads, 
fee.  Whether,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  wished  to  come 
n  conflict  with  the  President  or  not,  on  the  que*- 
ton  of  internal  improvements,  he  did  not  think 
t  proper  here,  er  that  it  would  at  all  decide  the 
^eat  question  whether  the  Gkneral  (Government 
lave  the  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals ; 
kod  Mr.  M.  argued  that  a  vote  on  this  question 
would  not  commit  any  member  on  the  other. 
The  President  himself,  in  his  Message,  had  de- 
lied  the  general  power,  yet  had  he  considered 
limself  authorized  to  use  the  public  funds  in 
aakioff  particular  roads  by  the  Army.  The 
ote,  therefore,  on  inserting  a  small  item  in  a 
lilitary  appropriation  bill,  could  not  be  consid- 
red  conciiuive  on  the  broad  question. 
Mr.  LowKDBU  submitted  a  few  more  remarks 
xplanatorv  of  the  practice  in  reporting  appro* 
ination  bills.;  and  tnen  observed  toat  he  thought 
dr.  PiTKin'a  principal  objections  had  been  an- 
wered  by  Mr.  aiaacBa.  He  thought  there  was 
ko  inconsistency  in  denying  the  general  power  of 
lonstrncting  internal  improvements,  and  yet 
'oting  an  appropriation  tor  making  any  little 
oad  where  there  should  be  a  temporary  encamp- 
aeot,  Ac.  There  was,  Mr.  L.  conceived,  no  in* 
onsiscency  between  the  expressed  opinion  of  the 
Szeentive  respecting  the  general  power,  and  the 
onducc  of  the  Szecntive  on  this  subject.  The 
^roprietf  of  making  specific  appropriationi  for 


all  objects,  where  it  could  well  be  done,  he  did 
not  deny  $  but  he  was  also  apprehensive  that  it 
might  be  pushed  to  an  improper  eztent.  All  ap- 
propriations could  not  be  specific ;  but,  after 
mazing  them  as  minute  as  possible,  and  limiting 
the  Bzecutive  to  a  certain  eztent,  there  would 
be  alwaya  some  discretion  left  him.  It  wae 
proper,  also,  Mr.  L.  admitted,  where  it  could  be 
don^  to  designate  and  flz  the  place  where  the 
public  money  is  to  be  applied ;  but  this  could  not 
in  all  oases  be  done,  ano  he  mentioned  instance! 
in  which  this  was  left  bv  law  to  the  diacretioa 
of  the  Bzecutive ;  and  tne  present  was  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  this  must  necessarily  be 
done.  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  admitting  the  nece^ 
sity  of  strict  vigilance  in  this  branch  of  the 
Qovernment  towards  the  Bzecutive  s  but  the 
principle^  as  advocated  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  he  thought, 
had  the  appearance  of  unreasonable  jealousy,  &tc* 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Piir- 
KiN  at  some  length,  principally  in  ezplanatioa 
and  justification  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  and  to  establish 
the  opinion  that  the  President  had  the  power 
legally  to  construct  miliur^  roads,  inasmuch  at 
the  reflations  on  the  subject  had  been  recog- 
nised by  law. 

Mr.  PiTKiH  spoke  briefl)[  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  controverted  his  aranmeats. 

Mr.  TuoKia,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
to  remove  any  imputation  of  inconsistency  be- 
tween the  vote  in  favor  of  this  appropriation, 
and  the  vote  at  the  last  session,  on  the  general 
powers  of  the  Government  to  make  internal  im- 
provements. Ninety  members  bad  decided  that 
the  Qeneral  Government  had  a  right  to  apply 
the  revenue  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, upon  the  principle  that,  where  you  have 
revenue,  yon  have  a  right  to  use  it  for  the  aene- 
ral  benefit.  The  power  of  constructing  military 
roads  was  equalljr  indubitable:  but  it  was  a 
power  in  the  ezercise  of  which  Congress  ouaht 
to  have  a  voice,  and  this  appropriation  placed  it 
on  its  proper  footing. 

Mr.  PomnnzTiB  rose  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ferring the  House  to  the  vote  of  the  last- session, 
on  the  several  resolutions  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improveilient,  and  to  apply 
the  principle  sustained  on  that  occasion  to  the 
amendment  under  consideration.  The  only  res- 
olution touching  this  subject,  which  received  the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  House,  at  that 
time,  is  in  the  following  words:  ^^Reicived^  That 
'  Congress  has  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
'  appropriate  money  tor  the  construction  of  post 
'  roads,  militar  v  and  other  roads,  and  for  the  im- 
<  provemeat  of  water  courses."  In  giving  an 
affirmative  vote  on  this  proposition,  he  was  not 
governed  by  the  opinion  that  the  power  to  con- 
struct these  improvements  within  the  limits  of  an 
independent  State  of  the  Union,  resided  in  the 
National  Legislature.  The  power  to  appropriate 
money  to  any  object  which  may  be  deemed  im- 
portant to  the  general  weifar^  is,  and  most  of 
necessity,  remain  purely  discretionarv.  Neither 
the  convention  who  formed  the  Constitutioni 
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sor  any  other  body  of  m«n,  could  possess  suffi- 
oient  forecast  to  einiinerate  all  the  cases  to  which 
it  woQld  be  prof>er  and  necessary,  from  time  to 
thae,  to  appropriate  the  reTeaiies  of  the  nation. 
The  only  safeguard  placed  arottod  the  Trwury 
is,  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  it  witboot 
the  anthority  of  law;  and  the  concanreHce  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  President,  in 
the  propriety  of  a  public  expenditure,  is  a  si«i- 
eient  guarantee  against  an  al)use  of  this  discre- 
tion ;  for  the  prudent  exercise  of  which  they  are 
responsible  to  their  constituents.  It  was  on  this 
ground  that  he  had  giren  his  assent  to  the  Con* 
stitational  power  of  Gbngress  to  "constract  post 
TOads  and  military  roads :  proTided  that  prlf  ate 
property  be  not  taken  for  public  use,  without 
just  compensation.''  This  resolution  was  aega- 
tived,  as  also  that  which  relates  to  military  canals, 
and  roads  necessary  for  commerce  between  the 
Suites.  It  is  now  proposed  to  rest  the  President 
alone  with  unlimited  authority  to  cofuCruel  mil*- 
itary  roads,  without  regard  to  State  riglits,or 
security  of  priTSte  property !  A  power  which 
this  House  has  solemnly  decided,  after  much  in<* 
▼esligatiou,  is  not  giren  by  the  Constitution  to 
Omgreat.  It  will,  if  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  pre* 
▼ails,  be  vested  in  thfi  Bxeeutire,  who  is  only  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Sir,  it  has  been  asserted  iu  the  confse  of  this 
discussion,  that  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  has 
assumed  and  exercised  the  power  to  construct 
and  open  military  roads,  notwithstanding  the 
Constitutional  objections  communicated  by  him 
to  the  House,  at  the  openine  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  This  declaration  is  totally  unsup- 
ported by  any  fiict.  to  which  reference  has  been 
nad.  With  regard  to  the  labor  performed  by  the 
troops,  in  the  neighborhood  or  Plattsburg  and 
Sackett's  Harbour,  it  was  bestowed  on  a  public 
highway,  long  since  constructed  and  opened, 
under  State  authority.  The  iktigue  duty  done 
on  it  by  the  soldiers,  was  in  obedience  to  a  gen- 
eral law  on  that  subject,  and  for  the  aoeommo^ 
dation  of  the  Army.  No  right  was  claimed  or  ex- 
ercised, to  coostrnet  the  road,  or  alter  its  location, 
in  any  respect  whatsever.  The  other  cases  men- 
tioned, are  the  roads  leading  iVom  Georgia  to  St. 
Stephens,  in  the  Alabama  Territory,  and  from 
Columbia,  in  Tennessee,  to  Lake  Ponchartraia : 
and  those  have  been  authorised  by  several  acts 
of  Congress,  making  appropriations  for  their  com-^ 
pletioo.  Mr.  P.  contended  that  there  was  not  the 
smaUeat  foundation  for  the  charge  whieh  had 
been  asade  against  the  President,  of  a  us^Mrpation 
of  power,  deemed  by  him  to  be  oonstitutionally 
vttted  in  the  legislative  department  of  Govern- 
ment. He  considered  the  proposed  a  ppropriation, 
althoogh  small  in  amount,  as  involving  a  verv 
iu^portant  principle,  the  establishment  of  which 
night  lead  to  very  dangerous  consequences :  end 
he  therefore  expressed  a  hope,  that  the  House 
would  disagree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  leave  the  question  to  be  decided 
on  a  distinct  prepositifHi. 

After  a  few    additronal    remarks  fVom  Mr. 


TuoKCB,  explanatory  of  the  votes  of  last  aesttou, 
dbc.  a  motion  prevailed  to  lay  the  bill  <»  the  table. 
And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  January  11. 

Mr.  SfiROBANT,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill,  authoriximr  the  sub- 
scription of  stocK  in  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  Company;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to* 
morrow. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House,  •  letter 
from  William  Lambert,  accompanied  with  two 
hundred  copies  of  Abstracts  of  Caleiilation&,  to 
ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  from  Qreearich  Obsenrutory,  in 
Bntfland  ;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ubte. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Moss,"  was  read  the  third  tine  and 
passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  considefaiioa 
of  the  bill  to  make  appropriationa  for  tke  auppoit 
of  the  Military  Bsubiishmeat  for  1819,  and  the 
amendment  thereto  reported  bfr  the  GoBmittee  of 
the  Whole,  for  making  a  distinct  mppropriatioi 
of  $10,000  for  extra  pay  to  non-conanusaieacd 
officers  and  soldiers  employed  In  Ae  ootm^nuUm 
and  rtpair§  tf  military  roads,  waa  immediMclf 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Lincoln^  of  Massachusetts^  said,  that  the 
darkness  by  which  the  subject  under  considnar 
tion  was  overshadowed,  seemed  to  hiaa  to  leidt 
from  the  want  of  a  correct  definition  of  the  teiia 
"military  roads."  It  is  important,  snid  he,  is 
have  one.  Without  it  we  cannot  nsecttain  ts 
what  specific  use  the  appropriation  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  bill  may  be  allied,  or  whether  it  a 
or  is  not  proper  to  make  it. 

An  honorable  gendeman  from  Yiryinin  has  in- 
formed us  that  a  road  becomes  ''militnrv"  by 
being  conttructed  by  military  men.  It  ia  dimeult 
to  conceive  how  the  nature  of  the  ohjent  b  a^ 
fected  by  the  capacity  of  the  agent  who  acts  upon 
it.  If  a  work  becomes  miliury  as  mmlling*  from 
the  military  power  which  produoea  it,  chcn^  had 
this  Hall  been  erected  by  a  corps  of  the  artineers 
of  the  Army,  it  would  have  been  a  military  work, 
the  honorable  Speaker  the  commandant  «n  for- 
tress, and  the  maxim,  nowao  aprepoa,  ^eedant 
arma  togs,  oedant  laorea  Irnnuae."  waimd  cease 
to  apply.  How  happeas  it,  if  &e  dejEniiioa  givea 
is  correct,  that  the  Roman  roads,  which  estended 
from  the  heart  to  the  extremities  of  the  empire, 
were  not  designated  by  the  title  of  '^mtlitarr 
ronds,"  although  many  of  them  were  eonatractea 
by  the  imperial  legions,  althoogh  thev  were  those 
by  which  the  armies  marched  to  the  distant  prov- 
inces, and  through  which  the  barbarians  of  the 
North  passed  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  mnde  the 
queen  of  nations  subsidiary  to  savages  nnd  the 
victim  of  robbers?  That  those  roads  were  not 
so  designated,  we  are  informed  by  the  gentle* 
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lan  before  rifenrtd  to,  and  I  ttek  no  higher  an* 
liority. 

Others  bare  meowed  the  opinion  that  all  roads 
re  alike,  aad  one  as  appropriate  to  the  use  of  an 
rmj  ae  another.  To  assert  that  there  is  no  dif- 
irence  between  a  road  constructed,  if  yon  please, 
y  a  military  corps,  applied  only  to  the  faeilita- 
og  the  transport  of  munitions  of  war,  the  pass- 
ig  of  troops,  and  sabserring  their  wants  and 
eceesities,  and  a  road  used  only  for  the  inter- 
hange  of  trade  and  the  social  concerns  of  the 
ommimity  in  time  of  peace^  is  to  advance  n  pro- 
oaition,  to  the  tmth  of  which  my  mind  reuises 
s  assent ;  it  is  to  deny  the  word  ^  military."  used 
i  expf  ess  the  quality  of  the  object  with  wnich  it 
grees,  any  force  or  meaning. 
That  thle  right  of  constmotioff  a  military  road 
sists  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
ime  of  war,  is  admitted.  It  must  be  a  right  ab- 
9late  and  independent,  or  it  woold  be  ina&qoate 
» anewer  the  ocoastoiL  the  imperions  nrgeney  of 
hieh  alone  can  justify  iu  exercise.  It  cannot, 
lereibre.  be  deri? ed  from  the  Constitotion,  as  it 
onld  be  in  derogation  of  those  rights  reserved 
>  the  Sutes,  xe^peetivelr ;  neither,  if  it  exists  in 
me  of  war  only,  as  is  alleged,  can  it  be  traced  to 
lat  source;  for  theCoastitntion  is  not  calculated 
)r  any  partieolar  meridian  or  point  of  tiaie ;  it 
not  now  actire  and  the  next  moment  a  mere 
sad  letter,  bat  ia  in  force  at  all  times,  immnta- 
e^aod,  like  trath, eternal, 
Whenee,  then,  is  the  right  ia  the  President  to 
instruct  miiitary  roads  oerired?  From  the  par* 
aotint  law  of  baaoan  nature,  the  law  of  self* 
reservatioa  $  a  law  which  jastiies  acts  not  only 
ot  authoviaed  by  the  Constitotioo,  bat  directly 
dntrarening  its  provisions.  It  exists  as  well  ia 
mee  as  ia  war,  and  would  authorixe  the  Presi- 
rot  to  blow  up  dM  dwelliag  of  the  geatlemaa 
om  Afassachueetts,  who  adverted  to  that  inci- 
mt,  as  fully  at  the  present  moment  as  amidst 
le  rage  of  battle,  did  the  ^'oommoa  defence"  aad 
gencial  welfiue'*  now  require  the  sacrifice.  It 
i  a  right  act  belonging  peculiarly  to  him,  but  is 
ommon  to  ail,  and  gives  to  the  himibleet  sobal* 
srn  the  same  privileges  as  to  the  eomiaander-io* 
bief. 

Having  described  the  source  and  character  of 
te  power  to  be  employed,  let  us  endeavor  to 
«ertaia  the  nature  of  the  elect  produced.  That 
te  right  of  way  through  a  country,  to  defend 
hich  19  the  object  of  the  existence  or  an  army, 
ilongs  to  that  army,  cannot  be  denied  without 
raerting  that  it  most  be  coasidered  as  a  motioi^ 
!8s  and  inert  mass.  Havinff  the  riaht  of  way,  it 
AS  also,  as  incident  to  it,  that  of  furnishing  to 
self  a  military  road  as  the  means  of  executing  it. 
'his  right  results  from  the  supreme  law  of  no- 
»58ity,  and,  of  consequence,  ceases  whea  the  exi* 
mcy  which  required  its  exercise  has  passed 
iv^ay.  The  sovereignty  of  the  local  authority, 
td  the  ownership  of  the  iadividual  proprietor  of 
e  soilj  for  a  time  dormant;  immediately  revive. 
To  consider  the  right  to  be  permanent,  is  to 
re  the  eonamander  of  an  army  the  power  to  ao- 
ire  territory  at  pleasure,  and  to  constitute  a 


military  despotism,  in  principle  as  great,  and  ia  its 
exereiie  as  fatal,  as  that  of  the  Pratorian  guards 
of  Rome  or  the  Janissaries  of  Turkev.  It  gives 
to  the  President  a  power  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerons.  As  the  people  have  delegated  to  us 
oaly  that  portion  of  power  which  it  was  neoes* 
sary  for  them  to  part  with  for  the  purposes  of 
social  order  and  civil  society,  so  ought  we  not  to 
sanction,  in  the  other  departments  of  the  Qovem* 
ment,  the  exercise  of  any  more  than  is  indispen* 
sably  requisite  for  those  purposes  $  for,  if  you 
gnnt  power  you  will  in  vain  legislate  against  its 
abase ;  if  you  furnish  temptations  to  avarice  and 
ambition,  they  will  pursue  their  objects  to  the 
heights  of  danger  ana  the  depths  of  perdition.  |n 
the  present  case,  by  authorixmg  the  President  to 
construct  permaaent  military  roads  at  his  disore* 
tiouj  you  put  into  his  hand  the  means  of  corrup* 
tion,  the  bribe  by  which  he  may  seduce  the  States 
iato  a  subserviency  to  his  views,  to  enable  him  to 
establish  himself  as  a  first  consul,.*  perpetual  die* 
tator,  and  a  tyrant.  Even  should  his  favors  not 
be  accepted  as  the  wages  of  corruption,  is  it  not 
inconsistent  with  human  nature  that  one,  who 
perceives  the  eye  of  kindness  beaming  upon  him, 
aad  beaelaetioiis  showered  upon  his  head  by  soqm 
superior  being,  should  be  able  to  suppress  the 
emotions  of  gmtitude  and  the  dispositioa  to  be 
devoted  to  the  iaterests  of  his  benefactor? 

The  claim  of  authoritjT}  thus  saactioaed,  is  also 
throwing  the  apple  of  dtsoord  amoag  the  States. 
Each  member  ot  our  political  famuy  will  con* 
sider  iu  necessities  and  iu  vighu  equal.  When 
one  shall  perceive  that  favors,  in  which  it  does 
not  participate,  are  bestowed  upon  another^  the 
harmony  of  the  Union  will  be  disturbed  by  jeai* 
eusies,  which,  combining  with  other  elemenu  of 
discontent,  may  terminate  in  storms  which  may 
sweep  the  coantry  with  fatal  farj. 

Uader  the  belief  that  exigencies  may  happen, 
wbidb  may  require  an  expenditare  of  public 
moaey  upon  muitary  roads  such  as  I  have  de- 
scribed, I  shall  vote  /or  the  eontemplaud  apfwo* 
priation}  but  I  proieat  against  any  of  it  being 
applied  to  defiwying  the  expense  of  roads  like  that 
from  Piattsbnrg  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  I  do 
not  consider  to  be  any  more  a  military  road  than 
this  House  is  a  barrack.  1  do  not  say  this,  how- 
ever, oat  of  disrespect  to  the  President,  by  whose 
orders  it  was  constructed  i  for,as  oa  the  ooe  hand 
I  am  not  disposed  to  join  in  the  anthemi  glory  to 
the  President  ia  the  highest,  which  will  always 
be  chanted  by  a  fall  choir,  on  the  other  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  wanting  in  that  respect,  confidence, 
affection,  and  esteem,  which  beUmgB  to  the  man 
who  has  devoted  hU  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  and  beea  oae  of  iu  ablest  sutesmeo  and 
brightest  ornamenu }  so  long  as  he  shall  continne 
to  be  actuated  by  those  patriotic  feelings  which  I 
believe  now  to  influence  him,  aad  those  eaiight* 
eaed  views  which  have  for  the  most  part  chaiao* 
terixed  his  Administration. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  making  some  reouuin  to 
prove  tiiat  the  allowaace  of  extra  pay  to  soldiers 
on  fatigue  duty  is  sanctioned  by  law. 

Bir.  Baaoaaa,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
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MMlatioo  by  striking  oot  the  words  t»  ttolte,  tad 
itttertioff  the  words  "  working  on^  in  lieo  thereof. 
He  expwined  the  object  of  his  amendmeDt,  by  a 
Bamber  of  obserTmtions^  the  sabstance  of  which 
was,  that  he  did  not  belicTe  it  was  ever  intended 
that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes.  in  the 
exercise  of  powers  granted  to  him  by  the  Con- 
atitotion,  should  be  anthorized  to  enur  upon  the 
property  of  indiTidnals  for  the  purpose  of  making 
roads,  except  where,  in  time  of  war,  it  became 
necessary  to  facilitate  the   movements  of  the 
Army.    That  the  GoTcmment  had  a  right  of 
way  for  certain  purposes  OTer  the  property  of 
indiTiduals,  he  had  no  doubt }  and  that  the  best 
appropriation  of  the  labor  of  soldiers,  in  time  of 
peace,  was  to  employ  them  in  making  or  renair- 
ing  roads,  was  agreed  on  all  hands.    He  did  not 
wuh  that  the  BxecutiTe  should  hare  unlimited 
authority  in  the  allowance  of  extra  pay  for  such 
•errices ;  at  the  same  time  he  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  giving  the  authority  to  the  BxecutiTe 
to  employ  the  snare  labor  of  the  Army  in  making 
roads  not  interfering  with  indiridual  right,  dke. 
Mr.  PiNDALL,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  motion 
to  amend  the  appropriation  clause.    [The  clause 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  made 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  construction 
and  repair  of  military  roads,  but  the  proposed 
amendment  was  a  substitute,  omitting  the  word 
military,  and  conse«|ttently  looking  to  a  discre* 
tion  in  the  Executive  to  apply  the  monej  to 
roads  other  than  military.]    Mr.  P.  expressea  the 
reluctance  with  which  he  must  oppose  any  modi- 
fteation  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
as  he  was  sensible  that  ffentleman  was  and  would 
continue  to  be  a  decided  friend  to  the  faculty  of 
this  Qovernment  for  internal  improvement,  and 
even  at  that  moment,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  found  him- 
self pursuing  the  same  object  witn  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  amendment,  for  both  wished  the 
bill  to  assume  a  form  wliich  would  unite  the 
TOCes  of  all  who  aflkmed  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  construct  roads  and  canab. 
It  was  indeed  difficult  to  present  the  great  ques- 
tion of  internal  improvement  in  a  shape  which 
would  unite  its  friends.  When  particular  objecu 
cf  improvement  are  designated  and  proposedi 
many  nonorable  members,  who  expressly  declare 
that  the  Government  has  power  to  construct 
Toads,  will,  however,  vote  acainst  the  measure, 
on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency  of  appropria- 
ting money  to  those  particular  obiects.  But  when 
nsolutions  are  proposed  merely  declaring  in  gen- 
eral terms  that  Congress  has  the  i>ower  to  make 
roads,  other  gentlemen  who  admit  the  truth  of 
the  declaration,  vote  against  the  resolutions,  al- 
leging the  impropriety  of  legislating  on  what  are 
called  abstract  propositions.    Again,  other  gen- 
tlemen who  conscientiously  believe  that  the  as- 
sent of  the  State  governments  was  essential  to 
the  exercise  of  these  powers  of  Congress,  found 
themselves  constrained  to  negative  resolutions 
eomprehending  no  salvo  in  relation  to  that  topic. 
Thus  it  was  that  some  awkward  circumstance 
continually  intervened  to  baffle  every  attempt  to 
consolidate  the  strength  of  the  majority  in  the 


House.  He  was  connnced  there  was  bo  nsk  o( 
error  in  declaring  that,  whenever  oar  good  for- 
tune should  enable  us  to  devise  a  measnre,  the 
expediency  of  which  would  be  admitted  by  those 
who  believed  in  the  Constitutional  power,  it 
would  be  found  that  at  least  two  thirds  of  the 
House  were  the  friends  of  internal  improvement, 
on  which  event  the  Presidential  opposition  would 
of  necessity  yield  to  the  power  of  Congress. 

Some  gentlemen,  the  decided  advocates  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  were  now  heard  to  object 
to  the  appropriation  for  military  raad%  becnase 
it  was  a  mere  appropriation,  or  setung  B9ide  a 
sum  of  money  for  a  particular  object,attd  asserted 
that,  although  Congress  may  make  a  law  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  open  a  road,  no  sucbVaw 
existed,  and  that  no  such  authority  could  be  im- 
plied from  an  appropriation    bill,  which  only 
sought  to  make  an  arrangement  to  govern  the 
accounts  and  moneys  of  Uie  Treasury.    Wonld 
not  the  objections  of  these  gentlemen  bestrei^lt- 
ened  instead  of  being  dissipated  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ?    For  if  thcj 
affirmed  that  the  President  could  make  or  repair 
no  miliury  road  without  an  act  of  Congress, 
(exclusive  of  the  appropriation  bill,)  they  would 
of  course  be  more  hostile  to  the   genuenun's 
amendment,  which  vras  founded  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  the  rresident's  power  to  make  not  only 
military,  but  all  other  roads ;  hence  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  proposed  amendment  would,  in  re- 
pugnance to  toe  wish  of  its  nnthor,  only  serve  to 
perplex  or  drvide  the  friends  of  internal  improve- 
ment.   Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the 
President  to  construct  or  repair  military  roads, 
without  the  previous  sanction  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  would  have  become  necessary,  not 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  the  rond,  but  to 
warrant  the  Treasury  Department  to  disburse  the 
money  necessary  for  that  object    Nor  did  this 
assertion  of  Executive  power  militate  in  the  least 
against  the  power  possessed  by  Con^fress  to  con- 
struct roads*    On  the  contrary,  the  Presidential 
power,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  tke  Army,  to 
construct  military  roads,  might  admit  of  control 
by  Congress,  which  could  restrain  or  embarrass 
the  exercise  of  the  President's  power  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  its  own  Constitutional  rights,  of  censu- 
ring or  impeachinff  for  abuse  of  power;  or,  by^ 
withholding  supplies,  or  even  by  its  r^iht  to  pass 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  Amy  and  the 
departments.    The  President  wanted  no  law  to 
enable  him  to  make  military  roads ;  he  could  only 
want  money  to  enable  him  to  exercise  powers 
purely  Executive^  which  resulted  from  the  Con- 
stitution and  existing  institntions,  and  which 
would  remain  until  abrogated  by  Congressional 
discretion.  Mr.  P.  lamented  when  he  hwrd  memr 
hers  with  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  yote  on  the 
question  of  internal  improvement  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, give  notice  of  their  intention  to  vote  for 
striking  oot  the  item  for  military  roads.    The 

ground  they  now  assumed  was  untenable.  He 
ad  observed  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  present  discussion  had  expressed  their 
wish  to  avoid  debate  on  the  question  of  the  power 
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of  the  Qof«nimeot(Coogffss  and  th«  President) 
to  cootiniet  roads;  and  yet  the  subjects  were  so 
eonnceted  that  those  who  addressed  the  Chair 
foaad  themselves  in  the  incidental  discussion  of 
that  ^eat  qaestion.  He  wonld  not  discuss  the 
topic  BO  ably  handled  by  others  at  the dast  session, 
except  in  referenee  to  the  relative  powers  of  the 
President  and  Congress,  in  doing  which  he  would 
address  an  argument  exclusively  to  the  friends  of 
internal  improyement,  by  reminding  them  of  cer- 
tain premises  in  which  they  all  concurred  at  the 
Isst  session,  ftnd  showioff  that  those  premises, 
whiieh  conducted  them  aU  to  the  conclusion  that 
ti^e  whole  Gk>vernment  possessed  power  to  con- 
struct r<Mds,  canals,  Ste,y  would  now  necessarily 
lead  to  the  coaclusion  that  the  President  without 
any  new  law  had  the  power  to  construct  and 
repair  militarT-  roads. 

Oar  friendSy  said  he,  had  then  insisted  that  the 
Government  of  the  Union  was  vested,  by  the 
Coostitatioo  »f  the  United  States,  with  the  con- 
trol and  direetion  of  the  armies  and  military 
force,  with  the  power  of  removing  that  force 
from  the  intexior  to  the  frontier,  and  from  one 
point  to  other  places  of  destination  on  the  fron- 
tier ;  that  armies,  military  supplies,  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  could  only  pass  or  be  removed  by 
means  o[  roads  ;  which  devolved  on  Government 
the  necessity  of  opening  roads  when  none  were 
foood,  or  of  repairing  such  as  were  impassable. 
Mr,  P.  asked  whether  any  gentleman  denied  to 
the  President,   as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army,  the  right  (continually  practised)  of  re- 
moving detachments  of  the  military  force,  With 
its  ordnance,  dtc,  from  one  place  or  garrison  to 
others  on  the  w^estern  or  southern  frontier,  even 
where  no  roa^  are  found  1    If  such  right  existed 
in  the  President:,  the  power  to  construct  or  repair 
military  roads,  by  the  same  officer,  would  result 
of  necessity,  as,  without  it,  the  admitted  right 
and  duty  of  the  President  could  not  be  exercised. 
He  believed  this  subject  was  frequently  obscured 
by  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  term  power,  that 
carried  with  it  an  idea  not  easilv  distmguishable 
from  property  or  right,  and  which  rendered  it 
desirable^  to  any  one  in  quest  of  truth,  to  dismiss 
this  equivocal  word,  and  review  the  subject  (if 
possible)  as  ranked  under  no  particular  deoomi- 
natioOi  or  express  its  relations  by  other  terms. 
True,  be  said|  the  Constitution  did  not  express 
that  the  President  should  have  power  to  open 
military  roads  ;  but  was  it  not  equally  true,  that 
some  powers,  in  relation  to  some  subjects,  were 
vested  by  that  instrument  in  the  President?    If 
gentlemea  wonld  select  any  one  of  those  legiti- 
mate powers,  which  it  was  both  the  right  and 
daty  of  the  JPresident  to  carry  into  execution, 
and.  at  the  same  time,  imagine  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  executing  the  power  without  incurring 
expenditures  of  labor  or  money,  they  must  agree 
that  the  Presideat  may  incur  such  expenditure, 
although  not  fonod  expressed  in  the  list  of  Con- 
stiCQtioaal  powers.    When  the  mind  had  found 
this  result,  it  would  seem  idle  to  dispute  of  terms. 
Let  it  be  called  the  power,  or  the  necessity,  or 
exigencjr  of  the  President  or  Army,  no  miaeon- 


eeption  of  terms  should  enhance  or  detract  from 
the  faculties  of  the  £xecutive.  Although  the 
faculty  of  constructing  military  roads  was  made 
to  result  from  a  principle  of  necessity,  it  would 
constitute  no  ground  or  objection  to  its  existence, 
for  the  President  alone  could  judge  of  the  neces- 
sity; nor  was  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
any  abuse  of  the  power  whilst  this  House  retained 
its  integrity  and  vigor.  The  military  detach* 
ments,  so  frequently  marched  in  the  western 
wilderness  since  the  foundation  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  in  almost  every  expedition  found  it  neces- 
sary to  have  roads  made  by  the  expenditures  of 
the  labor  and  money  of  the  nation  ;  yet,  gentle* 
men  could  furnish  no  instance  of  laws  being  re- 
quired to  authorize  these  roads ;  they  were  opened 
or  repaired  by  the  mere  authority  of  the  President 
or  of  his  officers ;  Congress  had  no  concern  with 
them  until  after  the  expense  was  incurred,  when 
called  on  for  appropriations.  Nor  could  any  in- 
stance be  shown  of^  refusal  to  make  those  appro- 
priations. It  seemed  that  the  expenses  of  repair- 
ing roads  had  been  defrayed  from  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  Quartermaster's  department ;  and  that 
this  course  was  justifiable  would  be  manifest  from 
an  examination  of  the  law,  as  the  Quartermaster 
General  was,  when  thereto  required  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  to  procure  and  provide  means  of 
transport  for  the  Army,  its  stores,  artillery,  and 
camp  equipage.  Yet,  the  method  now  proposed 
of  appropriating  a  certain  sum  expressly  for  the 
construction  and  repair  of  military  roads,  was 
preferable  to  the  former  practice,  as  a  detail  of 
each  item  of  expense  conveyed  more  informa- 
tion, and  was  consequentljr  more  satisfactory  to 
the  public  than  a  complication  of  particulars 
under  a  head  not  so  easily  understood  by  our 
constituents. 

Gentleman  had  complained  that  the  Executive, 
by  color  of  the  extra  pay  and  ration  afforded  to 
the  soldiers  while  on  fatigue  in  repairing  militarY 
roads,  had  undertaken  to  raise  the  wages  of  sol- 
diers without  a  law  to  warrant  the  measure. 
This  complaint  was^  however,  easiiv  vanquished, 
while  the  argument  in  support  of -the  Executive 
power  to  repair  roads  remained  unanswered ;  for 
the  Eixecuti  ve  might  employ  artificers  and  labor- 
ers, who  did  not  belong  to  the  army,  to  repair 
these  roads.  The  ordinary  pay  insured  to  the 
soldier  by  the  contract  of  enlistment  does  not 
purport  to  be  a  compensation  for  labor  on  roada 
witn  the  mattock ;  he  would  receive  the  pay  ap» 
pertaining  to  his  character  as  a  soldier,  although 
he  performed  no  labor  in  the  construction  or  re- 
pair of  roads.  As  the  Executive,  therefore,  saves 
the  expense  of  employing  other  artificers  and 
laborers,  by  availing  itself  of  the  (otherwise  idle) 
time  of  the  soldier,  and  as  the  soldier  therebj 
performs  a  service  not  compensated  for  by  hu 
wages  as  a  soldiei^  it  would  accord  with  law  and 
justice  to  make  him  a  proper  remuneration. 

Mr.  Albxandbu  Smtth  said,  that  he  hoped 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentlemao  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Bbeobbb)  would  be  rejected.  He 
said  that,  should  it  be  rejected,  he  would  offer  an 
amendment  making  an  appropriation  *'for  the 
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•ztra  pftf  of  oon-comiDiuioBed  offieers  and  sol* 
diers  employed  in  opeaing  and  repairing  roads, 
«Bd  constructiDg  aao  repairing  bridges  necessary 
for  the  movement  of  the  ar myj  or  any  detach- 
ment thereof."  Such  an  appropriation  was  now 
proper ;  as  the  House  had  strack  $10,000  out  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  doartermaster's  depart- 
BMnt ;  that  the  appropriation  thus  made  would 
be  in  conformity  to  existing  laws ;  the  regula- 
tions of  the  War  Department  containing  a 
clause  in  these  words,  which  regulations  have 
been  adopted  bjr  law.  By  this  means,  said  Mr. 
8.,  we  shall  avoid  passing  any  new  law,  and  we 
shall  make  the  bill  what  an  appropriation  bill 
ought  to  be— a  simple  grant  of  mon«r  for  carrjr- 
in^  into  execution  existing  laws.  To  insert  in 
this  bill  a  clause  involving  a  great  Constitutional 
question,  seemed  to  him  not  to  be  a  correct  course 
of  legi^tion. 

The  allowance  of  extra  pay,  said  Mr.  8.,  to 
soldiers  engaged  in  necessary  labor,  has  long 
been  sanctumed  by  usage,  and  for  some  years 
past  has  been  sanctionM  by  law.  The  allega- 
tion that  the  President  has  given  extra  pay  to 
the  soldiers,  without  authority  by  law,  whereby 
the  attachment  of  the  soldiers  to  Congress,  to 
whom  they  ought  to  look  for  their  pay,  may  be 
transferred  to  the  President,  is  without  founda- 
tion. 

An  honorable  member  (Mr.  Clat)  who  spoke 
some  days  since  on  this  subject,  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  the  House  and  the  President  disagreed, 
and  wave  at  issue  on  the  question  respecting  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments.   The  honorable  member  was  mistaken. 

On  refecting  to  the  Journal  of  the  House  at  iu 
laat  session,  it  will  appear  that  there  is  a  perfect 
and  entire  agreement  in  opinion  between  the 
Pfcsident  and  the  House. 

At  the  last  session,  said  Mr.  8.,  a  resolution 
was  offered,  declaring  "  that  Congress  has  power, 
imder  the  Constitution,  to  eoostruct  roads  and 
canals  necessary  for  commerce  betw«eo  the 
Skates."  It  was  rejecced"-«yes  46,  noes  130. 
Another  resolution  was  offered,  declaring  that 
"Congress  has  power  under  the  Constitution  to 
conatroot  post  roads  and  military  road^."  It  was 
rejected-— ayes  82,  noes  84.  Another  resolution 
was  offered  declaring  that  **Congress  has  power 
under  the  Constitution  to  construct  canals  for 
military  purposes."  It  was  rejected— «yes  81, 
noes  ^.  The  only  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House,  declared,  *^That  Congress  has  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  construction  of  post  roads,  military  and  other 
roads,  and  for  the  improvement  of  water  courses." 

The  House  has  explicitly  declared  that  Con- 
geesB  have  not  power  to  construct  roads  of  any 
Kind,  but  that  it  has  power  to  make  appropria- 
Hotts  for  such  a  purpose.  The  President  has 
coincided  with  the  House  in  both  of  those  opin- 
ions. He  has  said,  as  this  House  have  said,  that 
Congress  have  not  power  to  make  internal  im- 
irovements;  while  he  has  sanctioned  appropria- 
tio&s  of  money  made  by  Congress  for  such  im- 
provements. 


The  President^  MeesMc  to  Congress,  at  t^ie 
last  session^  has  been  alluded  to,  and  his  commv- 
nication  of 'his  opinion  that  Congress  hnd  not 
power  to  make  internal  improvements,  hns  been 
spoken  of  with  disapprobation.  The  Hooae  well 
know,  said^tfr.  8.,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent, made  so  bjr  the  Constitution,  *^to  recom- 
mend to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  mea- 
sures as  he  shall  ju^e  necessary  and  expedient" 

The  President^  Message  contained  toe  follow- 
ing  clause:  ''When  we  consider  the  vast  extent 
'  of  territory  within  the  United  States;  the  gretit 
'  amount  and  value  of  its  producliotts ;  the  con- 
'  nexion  of  its  parts,  and  other  circumstances  on 
'  which  their  prosperity  and  happincsa  depend ; 
'  we  cannot  fail  to  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
'  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  faeilitv  which 
'  may  be  afforded  in  the  intercourse  between 
'  them,  by  means  of  good  roads  and  canals. — 
'  Never  did  a  country  of  such  vast  extent  offer- 
'equal  inducements  to  improvements  of  this 
'  kind,  nor  ever  were  consequences  of  such  mag- 
'  nitttde  involved  in  them."  Does  not  this  pas- 
'  sage  show  the  President  to  be  a  most  ardent  ad- 
vocate for  internal  improvement?  What  lan- 
guage could  be  have  used  more  eonclosivdy 
proving  his  friendliness  to  a  system  of  internal 
improvement?  The  President  then  expreased 
with  candor  his  opinion  that  Congreas  do  not 
possess  the  right  to  establish  a  system  of  iniemal 
improvement ;  and  then- recommends  n  measBre 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  That  measure 
is,  that  they  should  recommend  to  the  Stntes  the 
adoption  or  an  amendment  to  the  ConstitutioB. 
granting  to  Congress  the  right  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  intemai  improvement.  He  then  says: 
'■In  oases  of  doabtfol  construction,  eepeeinlly  of 
'  such  vital  interest^  it  comports  with  the  nature 
'  and  origin  of  our  institutions,  and  will  contrib- 
'  Bte  mnch  to  preserve  them,  to  apply  to  oor  con* 
'  stituents  for  an  explicit  grant  of  power.'* 

I  can  find  nothing,  said  Mr.  8.,  In  this  Mesasgv, 
calculated  to  provoke  this  House  to  enter,  sa  ims 
been  proposed,  into  hostilities  with  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  8tate8,  concerning  a  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  or  any  other  subject  what- 
ever. Tet  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Clay) 
has  proposed,  that  Congress  shall  pass  the  brU 
rejected  by  Mr.  Madieon,  a  bill  deemed  uneoasti- 
tutional  by  the  President,  and  which  tbU  House, 
bv  its  vote  of  last  session,  has  also  explieidy  de- 
clared to  be  unconstitatioOal.  That  this  uneon- 
stitutionat  bill,  so  to  be  passed,  shall  be  sent  to 
the  President,  and  if  he  will  not  approve  of  it, 
that  then  we  shall  withhold  a  part  or  the  supplies 
which  we  deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
public  service,  and  enter  into  hostilities  with  the 
President  upon  this  subject.  8ir,  said  Mr.  8.,  I 
would  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  proposition.  Let  the  House  plaee  them- 
selves in  the  situation  of  the  President,  and  con- 
sider how  they  would  feel  should  another  branch 
of  the  Gbvemment  adopt  a  similar  course  to- 
wards them. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  the  Senate  should  send  yen 
a  sedition  hill,  and  yon  should  reject  it  as  being 
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aneonstitatiooaJ;  suppose  the  Senate  were  then 
to  lay  joQt  bills  upon  their  table,  aod  give  you 
to  UDCie/stand  that  they  would  obatrnct  the 
wheeis  o£  Goremment  until  you  passed  the  bill 
wbieh  joa  had  declared  to  be  unconstitatiooal. 
I  ask  m  what  terms  you  would  speak  of  the 
Senate? 

The  President  of  the  United  Statee,  in  the 
presence  of  HeaTen  and  of  this  nation,  has  sworn 
that  he  will  preserve,  proteot,  and  defend  the 
Constiintion  of  the  united  States.  And  it  is 
propctted  that,  unless  he  will  Tioiate  this  solemn 
promise,  by  apptoring  a  bill  which  in  his  con* 
scieoee  he  believes  to  be  unconstitutional,  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  withhold  a 
part  of  the  necessary  supplies.  Sir,  I  will  say  no 
more  on  this  subject. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that 
whatever  the  President  or  any  officer  of  the  Qov- 
emmest  has  a  right  to  do,  Congress  may  do  the 
same  thing  by  law,  and  that  as  the  President, 
CommandeT'iD-Chief  of  the  army,  by  the  labor 
of  soldiers  may  open  roads,  therefore  Congress 
[uay  by  law  aaake  mads.  But,  this  conclusion 
by  no  means  follows  the  premises.  The  President 
is,  by  the  Conatitiition,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  army;  but  Congress  cannot  by  law  command 
the  army.  The  President  may  appoint  ambas- 
sadors, and  make  treaties ;  but  Congress  cannot 
by  law  appoint  ambassadors  and  make  treaties. 
You  have  a  right  to  raise  an  army ;  the  President 
bas  by  the  GoDstitution  a  right  to  command  it ; 
this  army  maef  move  from  place  to  place,  and 
occupy  camps  and  cantoaeients.  The  ftuarter- 
master  Qenetsd  is  charged  to  provide  for  those 
marches  and  encampments,  ftvery  one  has  a 
right  to  the  means  of  performing  his  duties.  Coa- 
leqaently  the  Qiurter master  General  may  raen 
ind  repair  roada  for  the  march  of  the  army.  6«t 
ihts  furnishes  no  pretence  for  the  claim  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  make  roads  by  law. 

Those  who  have  formerly  contended  for  the 
;elf-evidettt  propositions  that  the  President  might 
}y  the  Uboff  of  the  army  make  the  road  necesmry 
for  iu  movemeac^bave  been  d«iominated  "friends 
df  Bxecuttre  power.'^  But  none  of  them  c<m- 
tended  chat  permaaeat  roads  could  be  made  and 
[irotected  by  the  PresidenL  A  right  to  n^ake 
lemporary  roads,  to  facilitate  its  movements  and 
ts  supplies,  is  all  that  was  contended  for  on  the 
lart  or  the  army. 

By  way  of  ceeommoiding  petmaoeat  military 
cads,  to  be  constructed  by  the  army  under  the 
ff  ders  of  the  President,  we  are  told  by  aa  hoaor- 
Lble  memher  (Mr.  8.  Smith)  whose  opinions  I 
espect,  of  the  cieat  advantages  of  such  roads  in 
ime  of  was.  1  admit,  that,  to  an  ambitious  con- 
(uering  na&ton,  military .  roads  offer  facilities  ia 
he  invasion  of  their  neighbors ;  bat,  to  a  peaceful 
latioO;  which  wages  only  defensive  war,  they  are 
lernieiotta.  The  Romans  in  their  prosperity, 
vhUe  they  were  conquerors,  constructed  j^rma- 
lenc  military  roads;  and  on  those  roads,  in  the 
iecline  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  Suevi,  the 
3oths,  aod  the  AUemani,  marched  to  invade 
lome.    France  in  her  proBperity,.while  engaged 


uader  the  great  Napoleon  in  the  conquest  of  the 
neighboring  nations,  made  military  roads;  and  oa 
those  roads  the  Russians  and  Austrians  marched 
to  the  conquest  of  France.  For  what  purpose  do 
we  require  military  roads  1  To  make  war  against 
the  Beminoles,  or  the  Chippewas  ?  I  presume 
not.  Or,  is  it  to  make  war  against  Spain  ?  Are 
we  to  make  a  mtlitarv  Toad  to  Mexico  7  I  pre- 
sume noL  I  do  not  Icnow  of  any  direction  in 
which  a  military  road  can  be  wanting,  except 
towards  Caimda ;  and  I  do  not  perceive  theexpe* 
diency  of  making  demonstrations  towards  the 
conquest  of  Canada  at  this  time.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
S.,  should  Great  Britain  at  any  time  hereafter 
force  us  into  a  war,  I  would  advise  that  the  itst 
step  to  be  taken  for  the  conquest  of  Canada  shall 
be  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  declaring, 
that  the  Canadas  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
so  soon  as  they  shall  have  formed  Republioan 
constitutions.  Should  that  measure  be  adopl^ 
Canada  will  be  conquered  without  a  military 
road.  The  Government  never  seriously  resolved 
on  the  conq^nest  of  Canada  during  the  late  war. 
That  intention  has  been  disavow^. 

Sir^  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee or  the  Whole,  seems  to  me  to  mean  something 
more  than  meets  the  eye.  I  apprehend  it  is  a  plan 
to  commence  a  general  system  of  iatemai  im- 
provement, by  the  means  of  soldiers.  The  hon- 
omble  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Internal 
Improvement^  (Mr.  Tucsna,)  my  esteemed  eoi- 
league  and  friend,  has  said  that,  provided  he  can 
have  internal  improvement,  he  is  net  particnlaffly 
solicitotts  1^  what  means  it  is  obtalnee.  I  cannot 
ngvce  with  him.  I  deem  it  of  great  importanee 
by  what  means  this  internal  improvemeat  shall 
be  eflfected.  The  system,  to  be  equal,  must  be 
general ;  it  asast  pervade  everv  part  of  the  coun- 
try; and  I  confess  that  I  sheoid  greatly  reget  to 
see  any  part  of  the  country  ftlled  with  sotdiers, 
ennged  in  making  roads. 

The  first  efiect  of  such  a  system  would  be^^  to 
disgrace  your  army,  by  transtorming  the  soldieii 
into  laboriag  slaves,  and  the  officers  into  over- 
seers, armeu  with  whips.  While  the  army  is 
employed  ia  making  roads  necessary  for  its  own 
movement,  or  in  providing  itself  with  neoessaries, 
it  will  feel  no  degmdation;  bnf  set  them  to  work 
in  making  highways  for  the  use  of  the  farmers 
and  the  planters,  and  they  will  soon  feel  them- 
selves dishonored.  Then,  indeed,  you  may  dis* 
missfrom  your  service  General  Jaccsoo,and  every 
other  gallant  officer. 

The  second  effect  of  such  a  system  would  be, 
to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  |»eople.  Tour 
little  army  of  five  thousand  men  will  prove  ioad* 
equate  to  the  task  of  effecting  a  system  of  general 
internal  improvement;  the  number  must  be  greatly 
increased.  The  people,  seeing  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed in  making  roads  and  canals,  and  finding 
great  convenience  aod  advantage  from  such 
worics,  the  aversion  to  a  standing  army  will  be 
abated.  You  may.  presently  have  fifty  thousand 
tif  those  military  laborers,  who,  finding  themselves 
withoot  liberty  and  without  honor,  will  he  fit 
iastifaments  to  effect  the  designs  of  ambition. 
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Sappose  that  onijr  tea  tbooiand  soch  men  bad 
been  emploved  io  Maryland  and  Virginia,  in 
making  roaoi  at  the  time  of  the  contest  whether 
Mr.  Jefferson  or  Burr  should  be  President,  I  ask 
you  what  would  haTe  been  the  consequence  1 

Let  us  adopt  no  measure,  the  effect  of  which 
must  be  to  embarrass  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Let  us  preserve  the  harmony  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Qovernment.  And  if  we 
are  to  have  a  system  of  interns  I  improrement 
executed  under  theauthority  of  the  United  States, 
whether  by  powers  already  rested  in  the  Qovern- 
ment,  or  to  oe  obtained  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  let  the  system  be  carried  into  execu* 
tion,  not  by  military,  but  by  civil  power. 

Mr.  Fdllsr,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  he  had 
listened  to  the  debate  of  the  last  session  in  rela- 
tion to  the  several  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
internal  improvements  with  the  utmost  attention, 
and  that  he,  at  the  time,  regretted  to  have  been 
prevented  by  circumstances  from  expressing  his 
sentiments  on  questions  so  interesting  to  the  com- 
mnnttv.  He  had  regretted  it  the  more,  because 
he  differed  consideraoly,  on  most  of  those  ques- 
tions, from  those  who  admitted  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments ijenerally,  as  well  as  from  those  who  denied 
the  existence  of  such  powers  altogether.  He 
would,  therefore,  by  leave  of  the  Chair,  advert  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  most  natural  and  reason* 
able ;  and  whatever  powers  were  intended  to  be 
conferred  on  Congress  be  would  be  very  far  from 
narrowing  by  construction,  while  he  was  equally 
adverse  to  that  ** liberality"  whichj  in  a  general 
expression,  liable  perhaps  to  ambijroity,  could  dis- 
cern the  delegation  of  almost  unlimited  powers. 

In  the  8th  section  of  the  Itt  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  is  made  the  duty  of  Conffresa  '*  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence."  This  power  is 
clearly  intended  to  be  exercised,  not  only  in  time 
of  war,  but,  from  the  very  import  of  the  word 
provide,  is  also  intended  to  include  protpecUve 
preparation  in  time  of  peace.  It  is  therefore  the 
duty  of  Congress,  even  when  the  nation  is  in  pro- 
found quiet,  to  erect  armories,  arsenals,  and  forts, 
and  to  establish  and  fortify  all  such  points,  on  our 
teacoast  and  fronftier,  as  are  most  exposed  to  an 
enemy,  or  most  advantageous  to  repel  invasion. 
This  power,  said  Mr.  F.,  has  never  been  ques- 
tionea^  and  has  been  uniformly  exercised ;  and  the 
necessity  of  marching  troops,  and  transporting 

firovisioas  and  munitions  of  war  from  the  popu- 
ous  parts  of  the  country,  where  alone  they  can 
be  obtained,  requires  also  the  construction  of  suit- 
able roads.  Wherever  these  roads  have  already 
been  constructed  by  the  States  or  other  local  au- 
thorities. Congress  can  have  no  occasion  to  pro- 
vide them ;  but  on  our  extended  frontier,  in  the 
North,  West,  and  South,  the  case  is  far  different. 
The  mere  purposes  of  civil  intercourse  will  not 
probably,  for  half  a  century,  induce  or  enable  the 
scattered  population  of  those  vast  tracts  of  coun- 
try to  make  such  roads,  or  other  means  of  com- 
munication, as  are  indispensable  in  the  mere  prep- 
aration for  a  common  defence.    Yet  a  war  with 


Great  firitain,  Spain,  or  the  weaten  tribes  of 
Indians,  instantly  exposes  our  frontier  in  some 
or  all  of  those  points ;  and  it  would  be  a  most  un- 
worthy dereliction  of  their  doty,  if  Congrev 
should  neglect  the  obvious  and  early  naeans  of 
waging  such  wars  successfully.  Saeh  wars  art 
inevitable,  and  the  country  has,  at  this  momeat, 
its  eyes  upon  us,  aj^roving  the  application  of  the 
revenue  to  extensive  and  substantial  military  de- 
fence. When  war  impends,  or  is  actoally  nj^ 
ing,  it  will  be  vain  to  begin  to  provide  against  it; 
the  revenues  are  speedily  engrossed  by  more  im- 
mediate objects,  or  reduced  by  the  deiaoMmeat 
of  commerce,  and  the  checks  to  natiooariiidiis- 
try.  *^  In  peace  provide  for  war,"  is  tbe  dictate 
of  common  prudence — it  is  also  the  dictate  oC  our 
Constitution. 

The  construction  of  post  roads,  though  not  of 
superior  or  of  equal  necessity,  is,  perhaps,  more 
clearly  given  by  a  subsequent  clause  of  the  same 
article  of  the  Constitution ;  wherever  they  do  not 
already  exist,  and  the  public  convenience  shall 
require  the  establishment  of  a  rcffolar,  certain, 
and  frequent  intelligence,  such  roads  may  be  con- 
structed by  the  National  Legialature. 


But  the  sovereignty  and  exclusive  jarisdiction 
of  the  States  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  ss 
an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  constmctioa  of 
roads  by  Congress,  while  they  assent  to  the  rigkt 
to  appropriate  the  public,  revenues  for  that  par- 
pose.  Hence  the  first  resolution,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, declaring  the  right  to  appropriate  for  the 
construction  o7  "  military  and  other  roada,"  passed 
by  a  considerable  majority ;  while  the  second,  ss- 
serting  the  right  to  construct  ^  military,"  not  inr 
eluding  '^  other"  roads,  was  negatived.  Mr.  P. 
said,  if  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  to 
"  provide"  roads,  whether  In  peace  or  war,  thea 
the  States  have  no  right  to  interpose  in  its  exo^ 
else,  any  more  than  to  arrest  the  march  of  na- 
tional troops,  or  the  collection  of  reTenue,  or  any 
other  usual  and  well  recognised  exercise  of  Con- 
stitutional power.  In  aU  these  partienlars  the 
States,  by  agreeing  to  the  National  compact,  con- 
ceded so  much  of  their  original  sovereignty  as  the 
«  common  defence  and  seoeral  welfare"  required 
to  be  intrusted  to  the  National  Qovemmettt.  If 
the  first  resolution,  therefore^  was  established,  the 
second  was  still  clearer,  for  the  mere  rjjght  to  ap- 
propriate money,  without  the  right  to  secure  the 
object,  is  preposterous  and  nugatory.  Do  gen- 
tlemen believe  that  the  States,  into  whose  treas- 
uries it  Ju  presumed  the  money  appropriated  is 
intended  to  be  paid,  will  be  disposed  to  lUten  to 
the  wishes  or  request  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, and,  very  obligingly,  make  the  nwds,  whick 
may  be  thus  humbly  submitted  to  their  discre- 
tion ?  Gentlemen  need  not  travel  back  so  far  ss 
to  the  records  of  Congress,  and  of  the  States,  be- 
fore the  existence  of  the  present  Constitution,  to 
learn  whether  the  individual  sovereign  Ststes 
will  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress; or  whether  local  and  other  considerations 
will  not  often  lead  to  measures  quite  different 
Surely,  then,  the  appropriation  of  money  for  mil- 
itary defence  must  include  the  power  to  complete 
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hat  defeoee  in  ail  its  parts,  attd  the  eonstraetion 
if  militarf  roads  is  not  the  least  considerable. 

ThegeoclAnan  from  Conneetieat  ([Bir.  Pitkik) 
las  remarked,  that  a  military  road  is  an  nnintei- 
fgibie  phrase ;  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinffnish 

militarjr  road  from  any  other;  from  which  he 
irobaUy  infers  that,  if  Ck>ngress  may  oonstroet 
3iiitary  roads,  they  may  also  construct  others  of 

different  description.  I  cannot  see  the  difficulty 
f  discrimiaation,  said  Mr.  F.,  in  the  same  light 
rith  that  ^ntleman.  A  militarjr  road  appears 
0  me  as  distinct  and  definite  in  its  character  as 
oy  expression  whatever.  The  purpose  for  which 

road  is  made,  and  its  adaptation  to  the  object, 
eing  entirely  military,  the  epithet  is  properly  at- 
ftcbed  to  it ;  and  its  correctness  is  not  diminished 
«canse  the  road  may  be  conducive  to  oi? il  and 
iommerclal  intercourse.  The  Constitutional  oh* 
ect  of  making  such  roads  must  be  national  pre- 
ervation;  bat  it  must,  indeed,  be  gratifyiaff  to 
onsider  how  much  the  interests  and  socialen- 
oyments  of  our  fellow-citizens  may  be  improved 
y  thus  fiicilitatiflg  their  intercourse  with  each 
tber. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  time  of  peace, 
t  is  of  great  consequence  to  preserve  in  the  army 
i  system  of  discipline  and  temperate  habits,  which 
ire  indispensable  to  health  and  viffor.  We  are 
old,  by  military  gentlemen,  that  the  established 
isagem  all  armies  exempts  the  soldiery  from 
ibor  on  roads  and  other  public  works,  and  that 
uch  employment  u  not  eren  stipulated  in  the 
ontract  of  enlistment  Perhaps  it  might  be  good 
nlicy  to  enjoin  on  recruiting  officers  to  make 
ock  m  stipulation  in  future;  out  in  the  present 
ase  ive  must  provide  for  the  existing  state  of 
iiings.  The  trifling  gratuity  of  fifteen  cents  per 
liem,  in  addition  to  the  ,wages,  is  sufficient,  it  ap* 
)ears,  from  the  ex|ierience  of  past  years,  to  in- 
luce  the  soldier  willingly  to  engage  in  such  la- 
lors.  The  labor  thus  obtained  costs  less  than 
»ne-fifth  the  sum  for  which  it  could  be  purchased 
J  any  other  means.  The  army  is  thus  occupied 
isefally  to  the  public,  and  the  heahh  and  Tigor 
>f  the  soldier  is  rescued  from  being  a  prey  to  idle- 
less  and  vice. 

The  gentleman  from  Yir^^nia  near  me,  (Mr^ 
^MYTHf)  thinks  the  occupation  of  the  army,  in 
ipenlog  and  improving  roads,  is  degradinr.  and 
ikely  to  debase  its  spirit  and  character.  Sir,  in 
vhat  pursuits  have  pur  soldiers  been  engaged 
»reTioas  to*  their  enlistment,  more  worthy  or  dig- 
lifi^ed  than  in  husbandry  ?  In  what  more  honor- 
ible  pursuits  can  they  now  engage  1  Such  em- 
>loy ment.  sir.  will  elevate,  not  degrade,  their  char- 
icter.  The  hoe  and  the  spade  are  merely  trans- 
erred  from  the  tillage  of  the  earth  to  the  im- 
iroTement  of  its  surface  in  the  adjacent  roads. 
The  seme  gentleman,  too,  apprehenos  that,  when 
iie  people  have  felt  the  benefit  of  the  roads  thus 
lequired,  they  will  become  reconeiledto  8tandin|r 
irmies;  and  that  we  shall  soon  augment  their 
lom  ber  so  mocb,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  works, 
iiat  they  may  endanger  our  liberties.  If  the  ar- 
{umeat  requires  an  answer,  I  will  merely  remind 
ihe  gentleman  of  the  unconquerable' aTersion  to 


a  sundtng  army,  which  is  so  unirersal,  that  at 
this  moment  a  proposition  is  before  the  House  to 
reduce  the  little  remnant  still  retained  of  those 
who  lately  fought  our  battles.  Nor  am  I,  said 
Mr.  P.,  by  any  means  prepared  to  pledge  myself 
against  its  reduction,  though  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  point  where  a  reouction  can  take  place  with* 
out  injury  to  the  service,  howerer  desirous  gen- 
tlemen may  be  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure. 
No,  sir,  a  standing  army  can  never  be  popular  in 
any  country ;  its  increase  will  be  watcnea  in  ours 
with  jealousy,  and  the  benefit  of  its  labors  on  mil- 
itary roads,  on  our  frontier,  must  always  be  lim- 
ited to  small  portions  of  our  countrymen,  whose 
voice  can  never  drown  that  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. 

The  objection,  that  too  much  is  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Executive  in  locating  the  roads 
has  been  well  obviated  by  the  genUeman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownoss.)  Whenever 
Congress  may  think  proper  to  interfere,  and  to 
designate  an  important  road,  overlooked  by  the 
Sxecutive,  they  can  do  so :  or,  when  dissatisfied 
with  roads  designated  by  the  Executire,  the  apt- 
propriation  can  be  discontinued.  Although,  sir, 
I  should  have  TOted  for  the  appropriation  as  it 
stood  in  the  original  bill,  I  am  better  satisfied 
with  the  amendment ;  not  only  because  it  design 
nates  dearly  the  amount  and  the  purposes  for 
which  the  money  is  to  be  expended,  but  also  be- 
cause the  act  of  1816^  on  the  application  of  which 
to  the  regulations  of  the  army  it  is  stated  that  the 
expenditure  has  hitherto  been  made,  is,  to  my 
mind  at  least,  less  unequivocal  than  could  be 
wished. 

Before  closing  my  remarks,  I  cannot  forbear 
asking  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  who  deny  the 
power  of  Congress  to  construct  anv  roads  what- 
ever, or  to  appropriate  money  for  toe  purpose,  to 
a  prominent  object  of  the  proposed  expenditure, 
the  di$cy[)Hne  and  heaiUh  ot  the  army.  Can  the 
same  object  be  attained  in  anv  less  exceptionable 
manner  ?  The  tillage  of  gardens  or  other  public 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  their  several  stations 
would  be  quite  insufficient.  The  practice«  in  some 
countries,  of  employing  the  soldiery  in  labor  for 
the  neighboring  cultivators,  would  be  difficult, 
and  perhaps  endanger  desertion.  The  improre* 
meat  and  construction  of  military  roads  is  liable 
to  none  of  these  objections,  and  is  therefore  to  be 

{mferred,  even  for  the  well-betiig  of  the  army, 
s  it  not,  then,  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
these  gentlemen  to  make  the  appropriation  as  the 
best  and  most  economical  system  of  preserring 
the  army  from  the  wasting  efiects  of  idleness, 
intemperance,  and  vice  1 

I  hope,  sir,  the  friends  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment will  find  themselves  supported  by  those  who 
at  first  may  have  doubted,  and  that^  so  salutary  « 
measure  may  be  found  compatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  those  who,  on  the  general  question,  haTe 
held  opinions  quite  opposite.  <^ 

Mr.  H.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the 
floor.    In  rising,  he  stated  that  he  did  not  mean 

I'  long  to  tresMss  on  the  time  of  the  House  on  this 
occasion,    but  the  vigilanee  of  his  honorable 
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colleagae  htyiaff  so  presented  it  as  to  afford  an 
opportonitf  of  diseussiog  the  tubjeet,  be  asked 
permission  to  lay  before  the  Hoase  a  few  remarks 
on  it. 

He  did  not  mean,  he  said,  to  Toce  for  the  anwnd* 
ment  of  the  honorable  j^entleman  from  Ohio,  nor 
for  the  original  proposition  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House.  A  strouff  amment  against 
these  propositions  was  derivable  trom  the  embar- 
rassment in  which  the  sabjeet  was  placed :  the 
ioodgates  of  discussion  were  broken  up,  and  the 
qnestion  which  had  agitated  the  House,  and  he 
might  say  the  nation,  at  the  last  session,  was 
brought  into  discussion  on  this  paltry  appropria- 
tion of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  decide  apon  the  constitutional 
powera  of  the  House  and  the  Prcatdent  of  the 
tlnited  States.  Mr.  N.  said  he  had  no  abjection, 
if  it  became  necessary,  to  decide  on  the  oonstita* 
tional  powers  of  this  House,  if  a  ease  should  be 
presented,  and  should  be  within  the  legitimate 
scope  of  inquiry*  But  he  did  object  to  this  man<> 
ner  of  throwing  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  prematurely  and  indirectly,  a  Question  in* 
voWiag  his  eonstitntional  powers.  It  might  be 
said  that  he  objected,  on  this  occasion,  to  a  ^>eoifi- 
cation  of  the  appropriations  in  the  bill.  But,  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  did  not.  Where  they  could  be  made^ 
according  to  the  established  usage  of  the  country, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  €k)irem* 
ment  to  guard  the  Treasury,  it  was  proper  to 
make  speoifio  appropriations.  As  fir,  however, 
as  he  understood  the  usage  of  the  country,  it  haa 
never  been  the  practice  of  the  €h>veniment  to 
make  appropriations,  except  for  objects  defined 
by  law.  The  eomhiaflition  of  the  two  acts,  legis- 
lation and  appropriation,  in  the  same  bill,  was  a 
novel  ueage,  ana  one  which  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  countenance.  WJben  a  general  appro- 
priation embraced  several  known  objeets,  no  in- 
eonveftience  resulted  from  the  piaetiee,  nor  4ny 
necessity  for  specification.  He  trusted  this  would 
be  considered  the  case  with  rtegard  to  the  appro- 
priation far  the  Quartermaster  Gkaeral's  de- 
partment in  the  present  bill,  aad  thait  the  tea 
thousand  dollars,  proposed  to  be  excepted,  would 
be  permitted  to  remain  within  it.  Pursuing  the 
figure  used  by  the  Speaker^  said  Mr.  N.,  we  navei 
hunted  with  success,  and,  having  run  derwn  the 
game,  I  hope  it  may  he  permitted  to  retire  to  its 
covert.  If^  we  ate  so  vigilant  as  to  strain  at  this 
small  item,  whai  becomes  of  the  wtttehfulness  of 
the  gnardians  of  the  public  purse  in  regard  to  tlie 
remaining  five  hundred  au  forty  thousand  doli- 
iars  for  the  same  departanent,  without  a  single 
specification  of  its  objects  ?  We  have  swallowed 
this  bolus,  said  be,  and  now  we  strain  at  a  gnat. 
He  did  not  mean  to  censure  the  House  for  thus 
voting  the  appropriatten  in  gross  for  the  ftuarter- 
raasler  General's  department;  because  he  pre* 
sumed  every  gentleman  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  estimates,  and. satisfying  him- 
self of  the  propriety  of  the  appropriation,  fiat 
he  did  consider  it  ezireordinar|r  that,  after  swal- 
lowiag  the  larger  items,  this  dmaght  should  nau« 
seate;    It  was  not,,  he  said,  the  msgnitude  of  this 


appropriation,  nor  Che  importance  of  any  prin^ 
pie  involved,  that  was  at  the  bottom  of  tnis  de- 
bate. It  surely  could  not  be  to  save  ten  thousand 
dollars,  nor  yet  to  make  that  sp»Bifie  iriiieh  w» 
already  as  mneh  so  as  the  remaming  fire  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  dollars  of  that  item  of  ex* 
penditnre.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  N.$  it  has  beea 
avowed  that  the  object  is  to  restrain  the  Presi- 
deat  in  the  exercise  of  a  power  as  Executive 
Magistrate  which  he  has  denied  to  eziat  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  of  whidi  he  forms 
a  part.  Where  was  the  evidenoe  that  any  eu^dt 
power  had  been  exercised  ?  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Tuoxm)  had  said  that  apangnph 
he  had  seen  in  a  newspaper  announced  that  thir* 
teen  miles  of  the  road  nad  been  finished.  \i  the 
gentienun  was  disposed,  to  rely  oa  newspaper 
authority  for  facts,  ae  to  the  Preatdent,  Mr.  R. 
said  he  could  have  recommended  him  to  a  certan 
editor  of  a  paper  in  Philadelphia,  whose  deekra- 
tioas,  if  viewed  as  evidence,  wonld  prove  the 
Presidcttt  to  have  been  anything  but  aa  honeal 
man.  Such  authority,  however,  had  no  weight 
with  him,  and  ought  to  have  none  with  the 
House. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  unite  with 
ffentlemen  in  throwing  the  responsibiiity  of  this 
decision  respecting  the  question  of  ioCevDal  im- 
provement OB  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 
To  do  that^  the  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  pf  Internal  Improvaaaeat  would 
aflbrd  a  fair  opportunity ;  and  he  waa  not,  there- 
fore, dispoaed,  in  the  incidental  manner  propoeed, 
to  taf  to  the  President,  if  you  do  uot  pam  this 
bill  with  the  enormous  weight  of,  the  question  of 
internal  improvement  upon  it,  yon  ahaii  iiave  no 
appropriation  whatever  for  the  support  of  ths 
Army.  Mr.  N.  said  he  wished  to  excite  no  ua» 
pleasant  feelings,  but  he  wished  to  rouae  the  ai> 
tentiott  of  the  majority  of  this  Houae,  who  had 
decided,  at  the  last  session,  that  neither  CSoogfem 
nor  the  President  had  the  power  to  aMke  roads. 
He  wished  to  persuade  the  House  to  examine  this 
subject,  and  not  indirectly  to  reverse  that  which 
at4he  last  session  they  had  pledged  themsdves 
to  support.  It  was  enough  to  say  that  it  had 
^n  formaliv  demded,  by  a  majority  of  voices  ia 
this  House,  taat  no  power  does  belong  to  Cof^ram 
or  to  the  fixeeutire  to  construct  roads  and  canalB. 
On  this  question  he  was  ready  again  to  meet  gen- 
tlemen, but  he  begged  that.he  might  net  he  chni* 
lenged  to  meet  them  on  this  arena— it  is  too  nar- 
row, said  he ;  let  us  have  a  fair  ield^  such  as 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  oa  Internal 
Improvement. 

without  intending  to  countenance  the  doctrine 
of  Sxecative  inflnence,  Mr.  N.  asked  whed^er  it 
was  liberal  or  candid  towards  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  embarrass  him  by  presenting  to  him  thh 
question.  The  President  had  said,  and  the  House 
had  said  with  him.  that  Congress  had  not  (he 
power  to  nuke  roaos  or  canals ;  and  it  was  new 
attempted^  by  the  amendment  of  this  b«ll,  to  pre- 
sent to  htm  the  dilemnm  of  approving  the  bill 
and  sanctioning  the  princijpAe,  or  of  stopping  the 
whole  appropriation  nilL   For  what  object  ?    To 
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anest  the  openitioiis  of  the  Army,  and  disbud  or 
diasfdre  it  4  If  that  is  the  objeet,  said  Mr.  N^ 
let  it  be  done  opeolf.  Or,  if  the  President  has 
aasoned  iaiproper  powers,  nneet  him  maafQlly. 
aod  stop  him  in  Ids  career.  The  sum  laToiTod 
in  this  qsestion  being  so  small  as  to  be  no  object, 
we  are  to  presume  that  some  other  object  is  in 
riew,  and  that  is,  as  avowed,  to  check  the  Exee- 
vtiTe.  What  was  the  power  which  he  had  erer 
used  to  which  exception  was  taken  ?  If  proper 
informaiion  was  before  the  Honse,  he  belieTed 
gentlemen  wonld  be  satisfied  there  bad  been  no 
mhese  of  power  in  the  eases  referred  to.  For, 
althoogh,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  deny  most  positirely,  and 
with  sdl  my  stiength,  that  the  Gk>Ternment  can 
make  raadS|  commercial,  agricaltnral,  or  of  any 
other  description,  jet  I  ha?e  no  doobt  that,  on  an 
eziscing  mnd,  leading  from  one  garrison  to  anoth- 
er, CkmgresB  may  appropriate  money  to  maJre 
thoee  roads  praetieable  for  the  transportation  of 
munitions  of  war,  and  that  the  Exeentive  may 
direet  the  application  of  the  labor  of  the  Army 
to  the  same  purpose,  h  was  a  courtesy  to  the 
United  States  waieh  he  was  willing  to  yield,  as 
a  Biere  eonrtesy,  that  they  make  roads  for  the 
trmnsporeMioa  of  poblie  property,  for  the  purpose 
of  economizing  the  expenditure.  It  wonld  be 
foaad,  on  proper  examinataon,  that  this  chimera 
of  the  exercise  of  power  not  belonging  to  the  Bx- 
eeotire,  and  by  him  deattd  to  Congress,  had  no 
exxscenoe  in  fact.  Theve  was  some  apoloenr,  Mr. 
N.  added,  for  warmth  on  this  subject ;  for  the 
charge  now  prrferred  against  the  Exeontire  was 
also  to  be  found  on  record  in  the  report  of  the 
Comeaittee  of  Internal  Improrement,  made  at 
the  last  session,  where  it  was  said,  in  express 
terms  that  the  same  power  had  been  exercised  by 
the  Ejvcutire  which  the  ExecutiTC  had  deniea 
to  CottgiesB.  Before  this  charge  wasmade,  some 
better  evideoee  oogbt  to  be  produced  than  the 
mere  report  of  a  newspaper. 

I  have  already  said,  ohserred  Mr.  N.,  that  I 
wonld  not,  on  this  occasion,  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion oC  thegeoeml  question  of  internal  improfe- 
ment.  Bus,  in  this  debate,  we  have  had,  also, 
in  some  measure,  introduced  the  conduct  of  (3en- 
erml  Jacksen  and  the  Bxecntire  in  relation  to  the 
Seminole  war.  As  there  seems  to  be  some  ex- 
citement on  this  subject,  and  some  gentleinen 
haTe  ahready  giTen  their  opinion  respeotiog  it,  I 
too,  will  giTO  mine.  My  opinion  is,  tnat  Graeral 
Jackson  ought  to  he  sustaiaed  by  the  Qovernmmt 
and  peopte  of  tlie  country  $  and,  instead  of  voting 
a  ecnsure  ott  that  illuetrious  officer,  he  has,  for 
hia  conduct,  the  thanks  of  my  heart  siacerely. 
With  respect  to  this  sickly  humanity  which 
roiiaes  every  fediag  of  syirpethy,  aod  even  of 
indignation,  to  i^ipease  the  manes  of  the  executed 
miaereants,  who,  without  mercy,  aod  without 
feeling,  buried  their  tomahawks  ia  the  brains  and 
boweu  of  the  helpless  Ihmiltes  on  our  frontier, 
it  was  not  by  such  geUins  as  had  been  eoajofed 
up  here  that  the  man  who  rescued  the  soil  of  his 
cooiury  from  pollotion  on  the  plains  of  Orleans 
was  to  be  beaten  down.  Thepeopie  of  thia  coun- 
try will  never  foisake  him,  irom  a  labokery  of 


',  for  having  obeyed  the  dictates  of  jus- 
tice. I  will  not,  said  Mr.  N.,  anticipate  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  decision  of  the  country  against  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  however  the  newspapers  may  speak, 
and  the  friends  of  editors  scribble  to  excite  a 
morbid  feeliag  against  him,  by  which,  I  trust,  the 
generous  and  manly  feeling  of  this  country  will 
never  be  subdued  or  misl^.  If  forced  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson,  Mr. 
N.  concluded  by  saying,  instead  of  censurina  that 
man.  he  should  have  his  approbation  and  thanks 
for  toe  energy  and  ability  be  had  displayed  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr*  TucXBB.  of  Yi^nia,  said  that  he  threw 
himself  upon  the  courtesy  of  the  Honse  fbr  a  few 
moments  of  their  attention,  while  he  tendered  to 
the  ffentleman  from  Virgtua,  (Mr.  NxLaon,)  his 
profouad  acknowledgments  fbr  the  favors  he  had 
received  at  his  heads. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  has,  on  the  prcf 
ent,^as-oa  almost  every  other  occasion,  brought 
more  of  passion  than  of  argument  into  the  de- 
bate. He  has  addressed  htmself  rather  to  the 
icehB|^  than  to  the  understanding ;  eAd,  waiviag 
the  diseossion  of  the  matter  of  right,  has  met  us 
by  the  overwhelmin  imputation  of  hostility  to 
the  Government.  To  mes  he  has  liberally  im- 
puted the  design  of  hurlin|[ anathenias«and  aiii»- 
mg  the  shafts  of  obloquy  agaiast  the  ttxeouttve 
for  the  violation  of  the  Constitution— to  all  of 
us  the  desire  of  *^  embarrassing^'  that  department, 
'*  by  thrusting  upon  it"  propositions  which  reduce 
the  President  to  the  necessity  of  deciding  upon 
his  Constitutional  powers* 

Sir,  it  has  been  somewhere  said,  with  Just  se- 
verity upon  the  ill^directed  efforts  of  misjudging 
xeal,  *'Ohl  that  miae  eaemy  had  a  friend  P' 
Surely,  the  Indiscretion  of  friendship,  which  it 
implies,  was  never  more  forcibly  maaitested  than 
in  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman.  If,  as  he  has 
gratuitously  and  most  erroneously  supposed,  the 
shafts  of  hostility  have  been  aimed  from  any 

Soarter  at  the  distiagoished  gentleman  who  now 
lU  the  chair  of  the  Executive.  I  submit  to  the 
House  to  determine  whether  it  has  not  been  the 
hand  of  that  gentleman  which  has  pointed  the 
dart.  Whenever  a  propontioa  has  been  pro- 
duced, for  exercising  the  power  which  we  deem 
Coostitulional— and  when  we  have  sunK>rted  it 
by  an  appeal  to  the  Executive  acts,  in  our  con- 
ception within  the  pale  of  its  powers^  the  geatle- 
man  has  never  foiled  to  assail  us,  by  attaekiag 
those  Exeeative  opinions  on  which  we  relied 
for  si^ipert.  It  is  from  him  that  we  hear  inti- 
matioBB  of  Executive  ^<  embarraasmeat"  in  the 
consideration  of  great  Const! atioaal  questions, 
on  which  that  magistrate  has  already  pronounced 
his  opinions.  The  honorable  member,  is  indeed, 
most  singuhirly  unhappy  in  the  defence  of  the 
Executive.  Is  it  true,  as  the  gentleman  has  inti- 
mated, that  on  a  hill  containing  an  appropriatioa 
for  making  military  reads,  the  President  is  likely 
to  be  *'  eealMirrassed^'  by  this  Constitutional  ques- 
tion 1  Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  he  uader- 
atood,  that  the  Executive  opinion  has  not  been 
suficiemiy  weighed  aod  dMbemted,  to  enabfe 
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that  departmeot  to  decide  with  promptneis  and 
eoDsistency  od  the  questioos  sabmitted  to  iti 
If  he  does,  while  it  forniahes,  on  the  one  hand, 
leason  to  lament  that  those  who  defend,  shoala 
think  proper  to  attribnte  '^  embarrassment"  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  it  affords,  on  the  other, 
ample  groan ds  for  the  prosecution  of  a  measore 
which  will  present  him  with  a  fair  and  Ck>nsti* 
totional  opportaait^  of  explaining,  in  ezteaso,  the 
doctrines  of  the  Conslitation. 

Sir,  it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that  the  gentleman 
has  pronoanced  that  we  are  now  reiterating,  on 
the  subject  of  military  roads,  a  charge  of  Tiola- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  by  the  EzeeotiTe,  which 
was  adTanced  in  the  report  on  ^  roads  and  ca- 
nals," of  the  last  year,  or  which  I  was— perhaps 
unfortunately— the  author.  There  was  no  such 
charge  in  that  report ;  on  the  contrary,  in  support 
of  a  power  in  Congress  to  proTide  good  roads 
for  necessary  military  operations,  as  necessary  to 
the  war-declaring  power«the  committee  xelied 
on  the  acknowledged  exercise,  by  the  President, 
of  the  right  to  mace  military  roads,  as  necessary 
to  the  power  of  commanding  the  Army,  or  of 
carrying  on  a  war.  Affirming  the  right  of  the 
Executnre,  (at  least  to  a  certaw  extent.)  they  in- 
ferred the  power  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Sutes,  to  proride,  in  time  of  peace,  for  the 
means  of  conducting  a  war  to  a  happv  and  pros- 
perous issue.  They  denied  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  could  have  intended  that 
this  nation  should  ever  be  plunged  in  the  trying 
scenes  of  war,  without  every  necessary  power  for 
waging  it  with  effect. 

And  we  are  now.  it  is  said,  pressing  this  charge 
once  more  upon  the  Executive.  Who  are  en- 
gaged in  this  meritorious  enterprise  ?  If  the  gen- 
Ueman  is  desirous  of  expelling  me  from  the  fold, 
by  a  frequent  and  entirely  gratuitous  imputation 
of  views  inimical  to  the  Executive,  will  he  place 
in  the  same  hostile  array  the  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen with  whom,  on  this,  as  on  former  occa- 
sions, I  have  had  the  honor  to  act?  Will  he 
include  a  large  msjority  of  this  House,  who  a 
few  days  past,  in  committee,  have  united  with 
me  in  votioff  for  this  proposition  ?  Is  it,  indeed, 
contended,  that  the  President  has  but  a  minority 
in  this  House,  and  that  a  large  majority  are  en- 
gaged in  thwartiog[  his  views,  and  ''thrusting 
upon  him"  propositions,  with  a  desire  of  embar- 
rasstnff  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  func- 
tions? No,  sir;  such  are  not  my  objects ;  such, 
I  feel  authorized  to  8it]r,are  not  the  objects  of  those 
with  whom  I  act.  Their  objecu  are  legitimate 
and  fair,  as  I  shall  be  able  to  establish  before  I 
•hall  conclude. 

But  I  am  told  that,  before  I  venture  to  charge 
upon  a  high  oflSeer  of  the  Qovernment  an  act 
which  violates  the  Constitution,  it  behooves  me 
to  come  here  better  prepared  than  with  newspa- 
per evidence  of  the  fact;  and  the  gentleman  has 
obligingly  recommended  to  me  a  newspaper  in 
Philadelphia,  from  which  to  draw  my  future 
anathemas.  I  have  as  little  knowedge  of  its 
editor  as  that  gentleman.  The  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  style  me  his  friend.    [Here  Mr. 


N.  said  Mr.  T.  might  disclaim  the  ttde.1  Mr. 
T.  said,  he  had  not  disclaimed  it ;  but  I  (cave  it 
to  the  gentleman's  reflections  to  determine  by 
what  sentiments  of  friendship  such  remarks  have 
been  urged  upon  me.  Sir,  thev  hare  been  im- 
properly introduced  into  the  debate ;  thev  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question^  and  conU  have 
been  suggested  bv  no  friendly  dupoattion. 

But  we  are  toid  that  we  had  other  objects  in 
view  besides  those  which  appear  on  the  face  of 
the  proposition ;  we  have  tne  Cumberland  road 
bill  in  view.  True^  we  are  not  iaacteatire  to  iL 
We  wish  to  present  Mm  appropiiattoii  in  such 
a  shape,  that,  if  it  meets  su|^rt,  Ukal  may*  aJjo 
find  it.  The  object  in  the  variety  of  pcopodtioos 
which  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be  submit- 
ted on  the  subject  of  roads,  is  fair  and  Icfitimate. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  a  deep  and  growiaf 
interest  is  felt ;  and  though  it  may  be  demyed  or 
impeded  by  casual  interruptions,  the  pun  of 
national  improvement  must  and  will  go  on. 
Prompted  by  a  desire  to  promote  them,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  have  maoifieeted  bv  the  paa- 
sage  of  former  bills  a  wish  to  presettt  the  su\geet 
foirly  before  the  President,  that,  if  he  approves 
those  which  we  pass,  it  may  be  diacoTcred  how 
far  he  believes  we  can  properly  go;  and  if  he 
rejects,  he  will,  according  to  the  direetioas  of 
the  Constitution,  furnish  nis  reasooa  in  detail; 
thus  clearly  exhibiting  hts  view  of  our  Constita- 
tional  powers,  and  enabling  us  to  proceed  in  their 
exercise  as  far  as  may  consbt  wit&  his  optaioa. 
k  thif  not  desirable,  bioth  to  us  and  to  him  1  li 
it  not  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  this  never  end* 
ing  discussion  as  to  our  powers?  la  it  not  fait 
and  liberal  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  afford 4ub 
an  opportunity  of  distinctly  defining  hie  viewi 
of  the  Constitution,  and  of  terminating  these 
speculations  as  to  the  character  of  his  optnioss? 
I  have  heard  it  hinted,  indeed,  that  the  Cumber- 
land road  bill  of  the  last  session  was  intended  to 
^entrap  the  President  into  an  inconsistency.*' 
It  is  a  poor  compliment  to  the  Execative  Magis- 
trate to  suppose  he  was  to  be  entrapped  by  a  biU 
which  contained  but  a  single  section,  and  the 
object  of  which  was  so  distinct  and  definite.  It 
was  not  framed,  air,  with  any  such  view.  The 
public  service  required  it.  The  Tieasury  De* 
partment  suggested  its  necessity  to  provide  for 
the  fulfilment  of  contracts  theretofore  made  by 
the  Executive.  It  was  moreover  hoped,  that,  if 
rejected,  we  should  Jiave  the  reaaoasa  the  Pres- 
ident; if  approved,  we  might  infer  a  more  CaTor^ , 
able  opinion  than  the  generality  of  the  expre^ 
sions  in  his  first  Message  to  Congress  permittnl 
us  to  hope  for.  , 

But,  sir,  I  not  only  referred  to  the  nesrapapa  I 
evidenee  of  the  National  Intelligencer  to  prove 
that  roads  had  been  made,  but  I  produced  other 
evidence,  from  the  Executive  department,  if  the 
gentleman  had  deigned  to  attend  to  it.  It  was  ' 
the  report  of  the  Secratary  of  War  made  •%  the 
last  session  upon  a  call  of  the  House  for  further 
information  as  to  the  roads  constructed  under  the 
direction  of  the  President.  Bj  this  document,  a€ 
appcaiB  Chat  aevanl  important  roada  had  been 
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(onstTQeted  asder  the  tathority  of  the  President, 
without  ao  J  apecifie  appropriation  hy  Congress,) 
ind  bf  the  labor  of  the  soldierVt  to  whom  an 
!Xtni  condensation  was  allowed  oy  law.  Here 
hen  is  erideoee  of  the  highest  authority  that 
oads  hare  been  eonstrocted  by  the  Executive 
lepartmeat«  the  expense  of  which  hare  been  |iaid 
)ut  of  sums  appropriated  to  general  objects,  with- 
»ut  specifying  roads.  Sir,  I  hare  in  this  attri- 
buted no  breach  of  the  Constitution  to  the  Mili- 
ary D^Mirtment  On  the  contrary,  in  reply  to 
he  honorable  Speaker^  some  days  past,  I  remark- 
id,  that  "*  the  fault  was  in  ourselves:"  that  we  had 
roted  for  large  appropriations  without  specifica- 
ion,  though  with  an  understanding  that  part  of 
he  sums  appfopriated  were  for  the  use  of  roads — 
loder  which  understanding  the  War  Department 
imd  acted.  I  am  now  anxious  to  put  a  stop  to 
I  procedure  which  seems  to  me  not  perfectly 
soosistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
n  relation  to  appropriations. 

Sir,  if  we  were  again  to  pass  this  appropriation 
»tll,  with  a  lumping  sum,  out  of  which  tne  War 
>epartment  may  make  roads  without  any  spe- 
ufie  appropriation,  there  might  then,  indeed,  be 
iome  plausibility  in  the  imputation  of  an  attempt 
;o  entrap  the  Chief  Magistrate.  By  dividing  the 
ippropriation  as  we  propose,  he  cannot  but  per- 
ceive that  there  is  a  sum  set  apart  for  military 
'oads;  a  hcx  that  might  well  escape  attention,  if 
n  what  the  gentleman  calls  "  the  bolus*'  of  $550,- 
KK)  was  covertlv  included  this  "contemptible 
(um,"  this  ^gnal^'  which  he  so  much  despises. 

But,  after  all.  what  does  this  contested  clause 
propose  "{*  Nothing  more  than  that  we  should 
ippropriate  specincally,  for  work  on  military 
'oads,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  instead  of  leaving  the 
work  to  be  done.as  heretofore,  without  a  specific 
ippropriation.  We  now  authorize  the  work  to 
3e  done.  Before^t  was  done  without  any  spe- 
cific authority.  We  now  appropriate  the  money 
specifically.  Before,  it  was  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury under  a  general  appropriation.  In  this  con- 
sists all  the  dSerence  between  the  state  of  things 
leretofore  and  that  which  we  desire  to  introduce. 
Thus  the  attack  npon  the  President  consists  in 
lapporting  a  proposition  in  consonance  with  his 
lots,  which  the  gentleman  who  supports  him 
nost  zeMlousAf  opposes! 

I  understand  the  gentleman  as  alleging  that  a 
rote  in  favor  of  this  proposition  would  be  incon- 
listent  with  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  this  House 
it  the  last  session  of  Congress.    In  this,  sir,  he 
s  clearly  mistaken.  The  first  resolution  on  which 
he  vote  was  taken  at  that  time  was  in  these 
words:  ** That  Congress  has  power  under  the 
Constitution  to  appropriate  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  post  roads,  military,  and  other  roads ; 
and   for  the  improvement  of  water-courses." 
This  passed  by  a  vote  of  90  to  75. 

And  what  n  the  proposition  now  under  con- 
dderation  1  It  is  a  clause  in  the  appropriation 
»ill  to  appropriate  $10,000  to  the  construction  of 
meh  roads  for  military  purposes  as  may  be  deemed 
imporcaDt. 

The  proposition  now  is  in  direct  correspond- 


ence with  the  right  affirmed  then ;  and  it  will  be 
extraordinary  indeed,  if,  after  an  affirmance  of 
the  right  by  so  large  a  vote,  the  appropriation 
should  be  rejected  when  none  can  deny  its  ne- 
cessity. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  examine  the  course 
of  the  gentleman  himself.  I  am  willing  to  ex- 
tend the  courtesy  which  I  expect  from  others; 
and  though  I  should  find  it  vain  to  attempt  to 
reconcile  what  seems  to  be  the  conflictiog  char- 
acter of  his  opinions,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that 
he  baa  some  mode  of  explaining  their  apparent 
inconsistencies  which  is  at  least  satisfactory  to 
himself. 

Mr.  MiLLCR,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  he  did 
not  think  it  important  in  any  point  of  view  that 
the  amendment  proposed  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  should  be  adopted.  The  amendment  would 
not  change  theprinciple  reported  by  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  which  was  nothinsr  more 
than  making  an  appropriation^  to  enaUe  the  Sx- 
eeutive  to  use  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
in  working  on  roads.  All  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  this  subject  (said  he)  seem  to 
think  no  substantive  power  or  law  should  be 
created  by  the  appropriation  bill.  I  answer,  this 
clause  in  the  appropriation  bill  does  not  give  any 
additional  power  in  relation  to  working  on  roads, 
but  merely  is  a  grant  of  money  to  enable  the  Bz* 
ecntive  to  do  that  which  the  Constitution  author- 
izes him  to  do ;  namely,  to  employ  the  soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  the  commander 
of  any  army  may,  as  commander  of  an  army, 
employ  the  same.  It  seems  to  be  established,  by 
evidence  of  unquestionable  character,  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Army  have  been  employed  in 
working  on  roads.  This  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Yirfflnia  (Mr.  Nbl8on)  has  denied. 
The  report  and  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
seem  to  me  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the  fact,  that 
the  soldiers  are  thus  employed.  TJie  onlv  ques- 
tion that  remains  for  determination  \%^  will  Uon- 
gress,  who,  by  the  Constitution,  is  tbe  only  au- 
thority by  which  the  army  can  be  raised  and  paid, 
allow  an  additional  compensation  to  the  soldiers^ 
while  thus  employed,  under  Executive  direction, 
in  working  on  roads  ?  This  involves  two  ques- 
tions: first,  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  this 
appropriation ;  and,secondly,  the  expediency  of  ex* 
eroising  it.  The  uonstitution  gives  to  tbe  Preai* 
dent  a  right  to  command  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  Congress  has  the  right  to  raise  and  sup- 
port an  army.  It  follows,  that  aAer  an  arm^  is 
raised,  the  President  is  to  command  it,  according 
to  the  existing  laws  in  force,  and  according  to 
the  universally  acknowledged  rights  of  a  com- 
mander. Now,  I  take  it  to  be  universally  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  commander  of  an  army 
may  employ  the  labor  of  the  armjr  in  working 
on  roads,  barracks,  or  fortifications,  either  with  or 
without  their  consent.  This  arises  out  of  the 
nature  of  his  command ;  the  soldiers  are  to  sub- 
mit to  such  regulations  as  the  President  shall 
adopt  for  the  government  of  the  Army.  He 
can  direct  their  movements,  and  has  a  qualified 
right  to  employ  their  labor  in  whatevar  way 
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tb«  benefit  of  the  Anny«  or  the  iaterest  of  the 
nation,  mejr  require.  There  can  be  bat  little 
doubt  but  what  the  President  may  emfdoy  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  coostitutionaliy, 
in  working  on  roads.  If  he  can  do  so,  the  next 
question  is,  would  it  be  expedient  to  encourage 
their  employment  in  this  way,  by  givi&g  a  pre* 
mium  of  fifteen  cents  per  day  to  the  soldiers  tans 
employed  ?  The  sum,  thus  to  be  employed,  is 
too  small  for  much  evil  to  grow  out  of  it.  were 
we  to  suppose  it  improperly  applied.  This  we 
haTe  no  right  to  suppose  will  be  the  case.  We 
are  daily  compelled  to  submit  greater  and  more 
important  funds  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  yet  no  fears  upon  the  subject.  We 
must  presume  he  will  use  those  powers  which 
the  Constitution  has  clothed  him  with}  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country. 

Look  at  many  items  of  this  bill,  and  you  will 
see  ap^priations  made  upon  mrious  subieets, 
which  imply  a  discreet  application  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Thus  the  sum  for  the  surrey  of  the  wa« 
ters,  Ac.,  west  of  the  Missisaippi^wheie  is  the 
power  in  the  Constitution  for  the  President  to 
effect  this  object,  exeept  he  deriTCs  it  from  his 
characteraseommaaderof  the  Army?  And  yet 
nothing  is  apprehended  as  to  the  misapplication 
of  this  fund.  I  would  ask  if  the  President  can, 
constitutionally,  employ  the  Army  in  working 
on  military  roads  7  Can  there  be  a  more  econo- 
mical plan  than  to  pay  the  soldier  fifteen  centSi 
when  the  same  labor  would  cost  one  dollar  by 
contract  with  private  individuab  in  most  plaoes  ? 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nslbor) 
seems  to  think  that  the  President  will  find  it  dii^ 
ficult  to  remove  his  objections  against  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  to  apply  its  funds  to  internal 
improvement,  but  it  is  now  too  late  for  such  a 
supposition.  Without  any  other  than  a  general 
appropriation  for  the  Qmrtermaster's  department, 
under  which  ^head  this  item  was  embraced,  the 
Bxecutivehas  thus  employed  the  soldiers;  and 
surely  now,  because  the  same  money  is  given  in 
the  same  manner,  except  specially  instead  of  gen- 
erally, he  will  not  refuse  to  sign  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  which  contains  nothing  more  than 
it  did  last  year.  If  the  President  had  not  by  his 
own  acts  shown  his  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  relation  to  his  own  power  as  com- 
mander of  the  Army,  there  might  be  some  ground 
to  suppose,  from  his  Message  of  the  last  Congress, 
that  part  of  the  appropriation  would  be  exeep- 
tionable  to  him— but  when  he  has  availed  him* 
self  of  the  appropriation  made  last  year,  thus  to 
employ  the  Army,  he  will  not  be  likely  to  refuse 
to  sign  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  the  Army,  when  constitutionally  employ- 
ed by  himself,  for  that  purpose.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  subiect,  the  only  difficulty  seems  to  be  in 
this,  that  the  President,  in  his  communication  to 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  intimates  his  opin- 
ion, that  Congress  have  not  the  right  by  virtue 
of  their  powers  of  taxation  to  employ  their  own 
money,  as  any  legislative  body  may  employ  their 
money,  when,  in  the  application  of  the  money 
put  at,  the  disposal  of  the  President,  he  has  as- 


sumed, as  a  correct  conetmetioa  of  the  Coniii* 
tutiouj  that,  by  virtue  of  his  ri^ts  as  Commander* 
in*Chief,  he  can  employ  his  army  aa  any  other 
commander  may.  But,  this  is  no  reason  for  oor 
not  legislating  upon  a  specific  proposition,  is 
which,  as  £sr  as  there  has  been  ^uj  expreasioa 
of  opinion,  the  executive  and  legisUtive  branches 
of  tne  Government  all  concur. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  notice  a  distinction 
taken  bv  the  gentleman  from  Conneedcut,  (Mr. 
PiTEiN,)  who  supposes  the  President  may,  du^ 
ing  war^  as  Commander-in-Chie^  oae  his  army 
in  making  roads,  but  not  during  poaoe.  This 
distinction  does  not  exist  in  the  uonstitniion. 
That  instrument  declares  that  the  President 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  dtc.; 
there  is  nothing  said  about  peace  or  war — ^he  i% 
therefore,  commander  during  peace  as  well  st 
during  war ;  and  whatever  any  commander  may 
do  as  commander,  he  may  do  in  time  of  peace. 
By  a  declaration  of  war,  new  duties  are  imposed, 
but  his  character  as  Commander-ia-Chief  is  still 
the  same.  Being,  therefore,  of  opinisBi  that  we 
can,  constitutionally,  make  the  appropriatioii. 
and  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  do  ao,  I  shaU  vote 
for  a  concurrence  in  the  amendment  oaade  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BAaaoDB,  of  Yirginiai  rose  to  state  to  the 
House  some  reasons  which  seemed  to  him  to  be 
conclusive  against  concurring  in  the  amendmeat 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^  then  under  con- 
sideration* 

He  said  that  the  amendment  went  to  appio- 

Sriate  ten  thousand  dollars  for  extra  pay  to  sol- 
iers  while  engaged  in  working  on,  aad  repair- 
ing, military  roads.  The  question,  as  to  the 
power  of  Congress  upon  this  8ab|ect,  bad  been  se 
much  discussed  at  the  last  session,  that  he  be- 
lieved the  subject,  and  the  patience  of  the  House, 
had  been  alike  exhausted.  He  should  not,  there^ 
fore,  at  this  time,  make  a  single  remark  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  except  to  state  the  raict,  which  was  suf- 
ficient for  the  purposes  of  his  present  aigament, 
that  there  was  (poat  diversity  of  opinioa  among 
the  members  of  this  House  how  nr  that  power 
extended.  Some  gentlemen,  said  he,  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  Congress  can  construct  roads;  others 
that  they  cannot  amstruct^  but  may  aapropriaU 
money  for  their  construction;  while  otaeis  think 
that  they  can  do  neither.  Some  thiak  that  the 
power  belonm  to  Congress;  others  that  it  appei^ 
tains  to  the  President,  as  Commanderia-cbief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  StateS)  to  make  the 
necessary  military  roads  for  the  P«ma|^  of  the 
troops,  and  the  transportation  ormunitioas  of 
war.  Some  think  there  ought  to  be  a  specific 
appropriation,  while  others  contend  that  it  had 
better  remain  as  a  part  of  the  item  for  the  Qnar- 
termaster's  department :  in  short,  said  he,  there 
is  so  much  diversity  of  opinion  among  as,  that 
it  might  be  said,  without  a  figure,  that  we  agreed 
in  nothing  but  to  disagree.  This  is  the  cliaracter 
of  the  amendment.  Xet  us  now,  for  a  moment, 
examine  the  kind  of  bill  to  which  it  is  proposed 
to  be  added ;  it  is,  sir,  the  military  appropriatioa 
bill,  containing  provision  for  the  pay,  subsistence, 
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and  mil  the  iaeidental  expenses  of  tfae  Military 
Bstablishmeot  for  the  present  year;  aboat  not 
one  item  of  which  is  there  the  least  diflSeally  or 
question,  as  to  principle,  except  in  relation  to  the 
one  now  under  consiaeration.  No,  sir.  As  to  all 
the  other  prorisidns  of  the  bill,  the  only  question 
which  has  arisen  has  been  one  of  qaantity — a 
question  of  more  or  less — how  many  dollars  shall 
we  appropriate  to  this  or  that  object  of  expendi- 
ture f  He  woald  ask  the  House,  then,  whether 
it  could  be  correct  to  complicate  with  a  bill,  as 
to  which  we  all  agreed,  or,  if  we  disagreed,  our 
opinions  might  be  easily  compromised^  and  thus 
terminate  io  an  act  of  leffislation,  one  single  prin- 
ciple, lo  anch  contested,  as  the  subject  ot  the 
proposed  amendment  1  He  would  ask  the  House 
to  look  at  the  consequences  to  which  it  would 
lead.  It  would  coerce  a  Terj  large  minority  of 
the  House  finally  to  rote  agamst  a  bill,  which,  in 
all  ita  proTisions  but  one,  they  not  only  approved, 
but  which  might  be  considered  an  act  of  legtsla- 
tioD  of  course;  inasmuch  as,  if  we  kept  up  an 
army,  it  must  be  paid  and  subsisted. 

As  il  respects  the  President,  he  would  ask 
whether  it  was  not  in  effect  introducing  into 
Congress  the  system  which  at  one  time  prerailed 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  and  which 
bad  been  technically  called  tacking?  When 
that  House  wished  a  redress  of  grievances,  it 
attached  a  provision  therefor  to  the  supply  bill 
for  the  year;  then  tendered  the  alternative  to 
take  both  or  neither.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  the 
President  should,  as  some  suppose,  reject  this  bill 
upon  the  ffronnd  of  this  appropriation,  what  then 
would  folww?  He  believed,  and  he  referred  to 
the  vole  of  the  last  session,  when  we  were  almost 
identicallv  the  same  members,  in  support  of  his 
opinion,  that  there  would  not  ne  found  a  Consti- 
tnuonal  majoritjr  to  pass  the  bill.  Let  us,  then, 
refuse  to  concur  in  the  proposed  amendment ;  let 
us  pass  this  necessary  bill,  and  there  is  yet  a 
plain  and  obvious  mode  by  which  gentlemen  can 
attain  the  object  which  they  have  in  view.  It 
has  been  said  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  opinion 
of  the  President  should  be  expressed  directly 
npon  this  question.  I  am  desirous,  too,  that  both 
the  President  and  Congress  should  express  a 
direct  opinion  on  the  question  \  and  this,  sir^  Is 
the  mode  which  I  propose. 

Let  the  subject  matter  of  this  amendment  be 
introduced  into  a  substantial  and  independent 
bill,  or  incorporated,  as  an  amendment,  into  a  bill 
upon  the  suoject  ot  internal  improvement,  just 
reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals;  then  the  question  will  be  dis* 
cassed  and  decided  upon  its  own  merits;  and 
this  aflBords  an  answer  to  an  objection  which  was 
urged  in  argument.  It  was  said  that  the  money 
used  to  pay  for  work  on  military  roads  bad  hith- 
erto been  drawn  from  the  item  for  the  duarter* 
master's  department,  and,  if  we  struck  out  this 
specific  appropriation,  it  would  be  left  in  a  doubt- 
lal  state  Mr.  B.  said  he  thought  there  could 
not  be  a  possible  difficultj.  When  this  bill  was 
first  reported,  the  item  tor  the  Clnartermaster's 
department  aid  contain  $10,000^  '  ^^^  '* 
15th  Coir.  2d  Sbss^— 17 


for 


working  on  roads.  We  have,  however,  by  a  vote 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  diminished  that 
item  precisely  by  the  amount  of  $10,000,  and 
avowedly  with  a  view  to  present  it  in  the  shape 
of  a  specific  appropriation ;  now  let  us  strike  this 
specific  item  from  this  bill,  and  then  present  it  in 
either  of  the  ways  which  have  been  pointed  out; 
the  result  will  be,  that  both  departments  of  the 
Gbvernment  will  have  decided  directly  upon  the 
question,  and  the  opinion  of  Congress  cannot  be 
mistaken.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  he 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  proposed  amendment 
would  not  be  concurred  io. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Rhea 
against  the  amendment,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bebch- 
ER  to  amendj  and  several  other  motio*ns  to  amend 
were  successively  negatived,  and  the  main  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
So  insert  a  specific  appropriation  for  defraying 
e  expense  caused  by  soldiers  working  on  roads; 
was  concurred  in — yeas  90,  nays  75,  as  follows: 

YxAs— MeflBn.  Abbott,  Anderson  of  PennsyWania, 
AnderMn  of  Kenta^y,  Bateman,  Bay  ley,  Beecher, 
Batler  of  Loaisiana,  Campbell,  Colston,  Crawford^ 
Cnshman,  DavidioB,  Bllioott,  Brrin  of  South  Carolina, 
Fuller,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Harrison,  HaslnroudL* 
Handri<^  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitch- 
ooek,  Holmes,  Hopkinson,  Hostetter,  Hnbbaid,  Ir?ing 
of  New  York,  Johnson  of.  Kentucky  Jones,  Kinsey, 
Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
McLane  of  BeUware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  W.  P.  Mac^ 
lay,  Marchand,  Marr,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Miller,  Rob- 
ert Moore,  Bamnel  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  NesUtt, 
Newton,  Ogden,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling, 
Peter,  Pindall,  Porter,  Qaaile%  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Savage,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Silsbee,  Simkins, 
S.  Smith,  Ballard  Smith,  SMed,  Storrs,  Staart  of 
Maryland,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Teny, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker  of  Kentud^, 
WaUaee,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin, 
Wilson  of  Maesachusette,  and  WilMn  of  Pennsylvania. 
'  Nati — ^Mesars.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Baldwin,  BaU,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Barber  of  Ohio, 
Baasett,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Bodea, 
Boas,  Burwell,  Clatbome,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cruger, 
Darlington,  Desha,  Drake,  Earl^,  Edwards,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Gage,  Garnett,  Hole,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hunter,  Huntington,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kirtland, 
Lewis,  W.  Maday,  McCoy,  Mason  of  Massachusetts, 
Mason  of  Rhode  Isknd,  Merrill,  MiUs,  Jeremiah  Nelp 
■on,  H.  Nelaon,  T.  M.  Nelaon,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen,  Peg- 
ram,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Poindexter,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rice, 
Richards,  Ringgold,  Rnggles,  Sampson,  Scudder,  Set- 
tle, Shaw,  Sherwood,  Slocnmb,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  8. 
SmiUi,  Southard,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Strong, 
Townsond,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker 
of  North  Carolina,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Connecticut, 
and  WiUiams  of  New  York. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory, 
to  form  a  constiiution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
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0aioo,  00  an  equal  footifig  wich  the  origioal 
States ;»  io  which  they  ask  the  eoneorreoee  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Wilkin,  from  the  Committee  on  Peasioos 
aad  ReToiotionarj  Claims,  to  which  was  com* 
aiitted  ihe  bill  from  the  Senate,  eoUtled  '*An  ant 
for  the  relief  of  Aquilla  Giles,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  commiiled  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ontersd,  That  the  seTerml  orders  of  the  day, 
which  precede  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam 
Kinsley  and  Thomas  Freneh,  be  postponed  until 
'  to-morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  regular  order  of  the 
day,  aad  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Kinsey  and  French. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  merits  of 
their  case,  as  well  as  on  that  of  Charles  8.  Leon- 


ard,  for  whose  relief  it  was  proposed,  by  Mr. 
fiioH,  to  add  a  section  to  this  bill,  comprehend- 
ing the  said  Leonard  in  ite  prorisions.  This 
vas  ItoaUy  agreed  to  in  Commltiee,  and  sntse- 
Quenay  by  the  Hovse,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
angraesed. 

The  SpaAxan  oommoaieated  to  the  House  a 
iwter  from  the  Seerrtary  of  the  Treasury,  traas- 
tttmng  a  statement  of  the  debts,  credits  and 
funds  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
rendered  in  ot^ience  to  a  resolution  of  this 
House  of  the  7th  instant. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants  for  services 
rendered  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herbcbt,  the  Secretary  of 
tM  Treasury  was  instructed  to  report  to  the 
House  a  statement  of  the  debts,credits,  and  funds 
of  all  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  not 
embraced  in  the  terms  of  the  resokition  of  the 
House  a  few  days  ago. 

The  SpjaKBa  laid  before  the  House  a  leUer 
from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  transmiitinff  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioners,  with  sundry 
statements  in  relation  to  the  Nary  Pension  Puad, 

mf    ^*"  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Bpeaxsr  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  fron\  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  transmit- 
ting sundry  papers,  being  copies  of  leuers  and 
ezttactii  of  letters  to  the  commanding  naval  offi- 
cers, which  contain  all  the  instructions  which 
have  issued  from  the  Navy  Department  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  Conaress  prohibiting  the  im- 
porution  of  sUves,pa8sedootlie2ddayofJylarcb, 
1807,  in  obedience  to  a  resoliuion  of  the  Uouse 
on  the  4th  instant. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  T.  M.  NBL80N,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  delivered  in  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affaiis,  to  whom  was 
r»^r  ^^  P"*  ^^  ***«  President's  Message,  of  the 
ITth  November,  1818,  which  relate  to  the  pioceedinff 
of  the  court  martial,  in  the  trial  of  Arbnthnot  and 
Ambrister,  and  to  the  conduct  of  the  vrar  against  the 
''^•ninole  Indians,  report : 


Thatafter  a  perasal  of  the  .. 

ihitted  to  GeagiesB,  on  the  salQect  of ,„„ 

war,  they  find  much  difficnlty  in  aepMatiiig  the  le- 
^onsibility  ef  the  oommandiDg  officer  Io  his  Govern, 
ment,  kom  the  obligations  of  the  United  Statss  to 
Spain.  But,  as  the  occupation  aad  caiptore  of  PeB»> 
coU  and  St.  Marks  are  solgeotB  of  negotiataoa  sad 
oorrespondence  at  this  time,  between  the  two  Govern, 
ments,  and  as  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RetsOons 
vnll  probably  consider  this  part  of  the  PresiAcnt*i 
Message  more  immediately  connected  with  their  brand 
of  the  subject,  yonr  committee  vrill  confine  fhnmeciiw. 
in  this  report,  to  the  trial  and  exeeotien  eT  AJexadv 
Arbuthnet  and  Robert  €.  Amhiislsr. 

On  the  teth  April,  1918,  a  ^eneml  eiiar  iaaaod  at 
htedquaitaM,  Fort  St.  Maifcs,  by  Majareonenl  ladt- 
aon»  signed  by  Coimal  lebert  Bniisr,  AiIjKmi  Qim 
eral»  detailiig  «a  mcial  eomtaamti^  to  meat  m  II 
o'doek,  A.  M«,iwthep«fi 

exhibited  againet  A.  Arbmhnet,  S.  a 

and  sttch  otheai* whoare  suniiaiiy.aitAniad^M  mr  fat 
faroaght  befcre  it."  '     ^     ^ 

Your  cemmitlee  do  not  dasm  it  nniisaaaij  to 
to  their  report  the  paeoeedinffiel' that  «ovt»ai 
member  of  theBense  has  been  jtimlaiwd  a  ilk 
comes,  to  which  xefaDanse  can  bemadeu 

Yonr  committee  can  find  no  law  of  ihn  ^^-nhiA 
8utes»  authoriaing  a  trial,  before  a  militair  comt.  fa 
such  ofieaces  as  are  alleged  against  Aibnthnet  ini 
Ambrister,  (except  so  much  of  the  second  ckmce  ai 
charges  Arbuthnot  with  *'  acting  as  a  mpy^^  of  ^^ 
part  of  the  charge  the  ooort  found  him  ••  not  niltv  •'n 
nor,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  does  any  asa« 
authorize,  or  exigency  appear  fhim  the  docomeatau- 
oompanying  the  report  of  the  trial,  which  can  inatifr 

«!K-r°'5^JI"  ""^  ««««/>f  power  hf  the  coon 
martial,  and  the  commanding  General,  on  thin  occMion 
It  isadmittcd,  as  a  maxim  of  the  law  ef  nations,  thst 
where  the  vrar  is  with  a  savage  nataonwl^^ 
serves  no  rules,  and  never  gites  qaaiter,  wo  mn 
pnmsh  them  in  the  penon  of  any  of  their  poopk^  wkon 
we  may  take,  (betonging  tothe  number  of  tkonwIkT^ 

and  endeavor  by  this  rigorans  praceeding  to  fem  thai 

to  respect  the  laws  of  hamanity.     Whemvor  aevwAv  ■ 

not  absolutely  neoessaiy,  merey  becomea  a^to.     In 

vain  has  year  committee  sought,  among  the  daeamonw 

on  the  snluect  of  the  Seminole  war,  Ibr  a  ^^M"*^  of 

necessity  for  the  death  of  the  priaooeu  anaioned  bo> 

fore  the  court.    The  war  was  at  an  end.  to  aSintoots 

and  purposes— the  enemy's  strongholds  had  been  do- 

stioyed— many  of  them  killed  or  taken  piiMBei^  and 

the  remainder,  a  feeble  band,  dispersed  and  mMUmrcd 

m  every  direction.    The  Spanish  fort  of  8t  Knrkn. 

which  it  was  supposed,  (and  no  doubt  jostfr,}  had  mZ 

tected  them,  was  also  in  our  pomes8iott,snd  lo  entl^elr 

«•■  ™  T"  «»««l«f«d  to  be  terminated,  that  tiK 

Geofiga  mihtm,  under  General  Oiasacock^had  retuvwed 

to  their  hcwes.    Then  where  was  the  absolute  news^ 

Brty  which  alone  oouM  warrant  a  departme  ft«HB  Hie 

exercise  of  that  clemenoy,  of  which  the  United  Stot« 

has  heretofors  so  jnstly  boosted  1 

Your  committee  find,  in  the  general  order  of  the 
«9th  Apnl,  m  which  General  Jackson  orders  tfao  exe. 
cotton  of  Arbnthnot  and  Ambrister,  this  remnrkBfti&* 
mason,  intended  as  a  justifioation  ef  the  exeew^onl 

not  and  Ambnater :  "  It  is  an  establisiied  nrincaaileof 
the  law  of  nations,  that  any  iadividnal  oTii  " 

I  makmg  war  against  the  dtiseaa   ' 
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temv  •(  P^M,  ^^Mttte  kU  •Il«p«ifl6^  Mid 
OQtlaw  Mid  A  pmto."  It  ^  b*  mkaA  hf  what 
■gFMMD  o/iolHpnlitioii  tb*  ofiMOMiCbMftd  oouU  b« 
OMuidarMl  «§  pirmdo,  which  implf  i  in  oobumni  ae^ 
etpteluiBf  oflbacM  upon  th»  Ufh  «mm,  of  which  the 
eMHtoonMaolMMiMC-eogiuiMWo;  a»d  il  ic  cqnall  j 
djficoii  to  ttpdcwtMid  the  prcpiMl*'  of  ihe  cpplieatioa 
cf  Che  tMM  «'o«tiaiw/'l»  the  oflMidM»-«tMm,  which 
■ppHci  oaljr  to  the  pelatjope  of  indifidaali  wi^  thcif 
owm  fOvcniBMrte.  It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  Lv 
iayelte,  who  votonteared  hia  aenrloaa  in  the  ranee  of 
Aaeriea»  m  Iho  wm  which  Mlahliihcd  ear  indapaa* 
daace^  iwfciiod  hia  aBagiaBca,  became  on  ouliaw».«Bd 
anbf'ected  himoalf  to  an  ipMsiniona  dMlht  hod  he 
fitfcnintothohoiidforthoEngUahb  Oraanitbehe- 
Uofod  thal«AO  voicoweQld  be  hoard  in  jnMificoliatt-of 
Spain,  If  aba  ^wera  to  asocnto  aoch  ofoor  connHgrMen 
ao  ihi  BW^y  ■aho-pdaonain,  while  Aghting  in  the 
ofthoBomhAinaiioMiPatiiotal  Andifthaca 
bo  oanwdaffad  af  anoh  anatuio,  ao  to 

lo>ao  aoccna o  nunaiini,  whib  tkww  cc 

miA  a  people  in  n  otato  of  latidnilani  and  aani* 

l^tho  paicntoottnliiaato^iaaalaloal'io* 

i»  nMiob  IcM  ooold  thoM  non  (AdnUhnot  and 

I  coMideMd  hahlc  to  1^  who  waie  odinf 
with  ft  roMM»  aafcnawleilBod  and  tiaated  aaoowatoisn 
Mad  indapeadant  by  no. 

Yonr  acMHililaii  baf  lanve  tocail  jpour Attention  por» 
tionlarljr  to  the  oaae  of  R.  O.  AabriatM,  who,  oAm 
iMiinc  beow  anijcotad  to  a  trial  baAue  a  oowt  which 
had  ao  cegniMiUffe  ot  joriadiation  aaar  the  cdhncM 
ohHfed  agninot  him,  waa  dmt  by  order  cf  iht  com* 
mandiav  Qonoral,  oontta^  to  the  liMmo  and  oaageoof 
the  army,  nnd  withont lofard  tothe  indingof  t^ 
owift,  wliioli  llad  been  ||ialitntadaaaf|nidelarhimaal£ 

Tovir  eommittee  mutt  here,  in  jnctiee  to  their  own 
faetinta, aipiOM  their oataemo regret,  that  it  Jmaboaomc 
their  dntf  to  dicapproTa  the  oondnet  of  one  who  haa, 
on  a  IbiDior  ooeaaon,  ao  eminently  oontribotad  to  the 
honor  and  dafcnoc  of  the  natiei^ac  haa  Majorflancral 
Jaokaan ;  bat  the  mcro  alomtad'  the  atation,  tiM  more 
OBoltod  tbo  charoetor  of  Iho  hnliridQai,  the  mom  no- 
oacoaiy  la  it,  hy  a  acaaonable,yet  tcmpeiate  oapjcmion 
of  pinbtie  opinion,  thsoofhtiie  Gonetitalionai  organ,  la 
proteat  mb  reenrrenee  ef  inddentc  at  vaiianoa  with 
ibo  prinaiplaa  of  ear  Ctommmont  and  iawa. 

Not  con  yonr  oommittee  fbrbear  indnding  In  their 
atriotnzea  tbe  comt  martial  who  cat  on  the  trial  of  Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambriiter.  A  court  martial  ia  a  tribunal 
inTceted  with  limited  joriadietion,  haTing  fer  ita 
gnidnnco  the  came  ruica  of  endenee  which  gorem 
eourta  of  law ;  and  yet  Arbuthnot  ia  rcAiaad  bj  the 
conn  martial,  before  whom  he  waa  on  trial  for  hia  life, 
the  benotft  of  the  taatimony  of  Ambrirter,  who  had  not 
boen  pot  upon  hia  trial  at  toat  tunc,  and  whcaeeridenoe 
wonid  hnye  been  recdred  by  any  court  of  law  aa  legal, 
if  not  credible.  Many  ether  exceptions  might  be  made 
to  the  oridcnoe  recorded  in  these  prooecdinga :  partic- 
ularly to  the  qneation  put  to  the  witnew  Hambly,  rii : 
«<  I>oyoabellayethe  Beoiinolea  would  hcTC  commenced 
the  b^iMBem  of  murder  and  depredation  on  the  white 
flettlements,  bad  it  not  been  at  the  instigation  of  the 

Sriooner,  (Aibatbnot,)  and  a  promise,  on  his  part,  of 
ritioh  protection  f  Answer:  « I  do  not  beUeTc  they 
vroald,  without  thsy  bad  been  assared  of  British  pro- 
tection*" A  leading  question  is  ezprcMly  forbidden  to 
be  Head  by  a  coart  maitial,  by  Macomb  on  Martial  Law, 
mnd  of  which  the  court  must  haye  been  appriied,  aa 
it io«  wvrfc  oomaoa  in  the  anny,  and  aauaOy  rofonad 


to  by  eiMy  oooii  maHiid  when  in  aeanon ;  and  tbo 
quaation  waa  cakulatod  tp  elicit  an  ozpresaiDn  of  opin- 
ion and  baliaf  fiom  the  witaeaa,  lather  than  astatemeat 
offacta^npon  which  alone  cottld  the  ooart  act.  Hav^ 
aay  cfidann^  in  a  case  of  lifo  and  death,  your  commit 
too  wiU  reature  to  assert,  was  nerer  before  reoaivod 
agdnat  thoaccmed  in  any  court  of  this  country,  and 
yet,  on  the  foce  of  the  rocord  of  tbo  pcocaaduEMa  0/  tbo 

had  been  aeaeivod  fiom  an.Indian,  whc^  if  present, 
would  not  ham  been  allowed  to  give  eridenae  himaalt 

AiUr  mataaedoUheration,  your  cammittee  big  leaao 
lo  aabotit  the  IbUowiag  raaolation : 

Mm$htd^  That  the  Houae  of  Rapnwanta^r^  of  the 
United  Btatae  disapptoiM  tbo  prooaediags  in  the  trial 
and  esecation  of  AlosandM  Ari>utfanot  and  Robert  C. 
Ajubriator* 


Iff.  JoBMtON,  of  Kontaeky,  alao 
CoBiniittee,  aabinittad  a  pnper  drairo  up  in  the 
shape  of  a  report  by  that  oommiuee,  whiobj  hy 
a  majority  of  one  Tote,  that  comioiftee  had  re- 
fused  to  accept)  and  the  said  paper  waa  read  ,aa 
foilowB :  ^ 

<*  Th»  committee  to  whom  was  raforre^  ao  much  of 
the  Pteaident's  Memage  as  sdatea  to  the  Bcminole  war, 
and  tho.prooaedinge  ia  the  trial  of  AlesandW  Arbuth- 
not and  Sobert  C.  Ambriater,  report :  ^  ^ 

That  General  Jackam,  in  a  short,  though  sanguinaiy 
war,  with  Iho  Cxcek  nauon  of  Indiand,  brought  them  to 
terme  of  peace ;  and  in  the  Summer  of  1814,  a  trealy 
was  conduded  with  them,  wherein  they  ceded  to  the 
United  States  a  territory  embradng  scYcral  >niUions 
of  acres  of  land ;  the  effect  of  this  ccMion  was,  the  cut- 
ting off  the  Indian  establishments  between  the  settie- 
menfs  of  the  United  States  in  Georgia  and  Alabama, 
and  the  Spaniah  territory.  This  object  bdng  obtained, 
future  peace  and  safety  to  our  dtixens,  in  tlmt  quarter, 
were  confidentiy  antidpated ;  but,  contrary  to  these 
just  expectations,  it  was  diicoTered  that  a  hostile  dis- 
position was  still  entertained  by  the  Seminole  tribe  of 
that  nation,  uded  by  fiigitiye  negroes,  and  instigated 
by  foreign  incendiaries.  It  baring  been  repreeented  to 
the  Goyemment,  that  murders  had  been  committed  on 
our  defoncelcM  dtizens.  General  Gdnes  wss  ordered,  in 
the  Summer  of  1817,  with  a  oonnderable  force,  to  take 
a  station  in  that  section,  for  their  protection.  General 
Qaines  wm  directed  to  keep  within  the  territorial  Umiti 
of  the  United  States,  and  abstain  from  eyery  attooapt 
to  croay  the  Florida  line ;  but  to  demand  of  the  Indiana 
the  pcrpetratom  of  the  crimes  thus  committed,  in  or- 
der that  punishment  might  be  inflicted  upon  the  guil^, 
withont  myolring  the  innocent,  andwithpnt  a  general 
rupture  with  these  deluded  sayages.  The  foct  of  such 
murders  ha? ing  been  ascertained,  attended  with  aggra- 
rating  drcumstancee  of  rapine  and  crudtf.  General 
Gaines^  in  conformity  with  Us  orders,  made  the  de* 
mand.  The  aa? ages,  through  the  deceptiye  repreaent- 
ations  of  foreign  incendiaries,  were  led  to  belieye  that 
the  strength  of  the  United  Statee  waa  not  suficient  to 
subdne  them ;  or,  if  their  own  forcM  were  incompe- 
tent to  sustain  the  conflict,  they  would  recdve  aasiat- 
anoe  from  the  British.  These  promises,  made  by  these 
nnauthoriaed  agent%  were  predicated  upon  a  pretence, 
that  the  United  States  had  bonnd  themselyes,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  rest6re  the  lands  which  the  In- 
dians had  ceded,  prevlouBly  to  that  Treaty,  at  Fort 
Jackson;  and  that  the  British  Gorernment  would  en- 
force its  obserrance.  Under  this  influence,  they  not 
on^relhaed  to  deliyer  the  murderers,  but  repeated 
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dMir  mMneres  whanarsr  oopoiliiiiity  dSand ;  and,  to 
<mde  the  aim  of  justice,  took  reftige  acroti  the  liae,  in 
Florida.  In  this  state  of  albin,  in  Novenber,  1817, 
Lieutenant  Beott,  of  the  United  Statee  Armj,  un- 
der General  Oainei,  with  forty-eeven  pereons,  men, 
women,  and  children,  in  a  boat  on  the  Appalachicola 
river,  about  a  mile  below  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and 
Ifte  Chatahooche,  was  surprised  by  an  ambuscade  of 
Jbidians,  fired  upon,  and  the  whole  detachment  killed 
and  taken  bv  the  Indians,  except  six  men,  who  es- 
caped by  fiigttt,  (one  of  whom  was  wounded.)  Those 
who  were  taken  alive  on  this  occasion,  were  wantonly 
murdered  by  the  ferocious  savages,«who  took  the  little 
children  and  dashed  out  their  brains  sgainst  the  side 
of  the  boat,  and  butchered  all  the  heljdess  femalesb  ex- 
cept one,  who  was  afterwards  retaken.  General  Gaines 
was  not  yet  authorised  to  cross  into  Florida,  to  en* 
Ibiee  a  compliance  with  his  demand  for  the  deUveiy  of 
the  murderats,  while  the  Indians  were  collecting  in 
laige  numbers  upon  the  line,  which  they  seemed  to 
think  a  perfect  safeguard,  and  from  which  they  contin- 
ued their  predatory  incursions,  as  opportunity  permit- 
ted. A  letter  from  the  Secretory  of  War,  of  tne  9th 
December  1817,  authorised  General  Gaines,  in  case 
the  state  of  things  should  continue,  and  it  should  be- 
come impossible,  by  any  other  means,  to  preyent  their 
depredations,  to  exercise  a  sound  diicretion  as  to  cross- 
ing the  Florida  line»  to  break  up  their  establishment ; 
and,  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  letter,  directed  to  General  Gaines,  fully  authori- 
sed him  to  cross  the  line,  and  attack  the  Indians  within 
the  Spanish  territory,  sliould  they  still  refuse  to  make 
reparation  for  depredations  already  committed — unless 
they  should  shelter  themselves  under  a  Spaniih  fort, 
in  which  case  he  was  directed  to  notify  Uie  Depart- 
ment 

Intelligence  being  received  by  the  War  Department 
of  the  massacre  of  Lieutonant  Scott  and  his  compan- 
ions, General  Jackson  was  directed,  by  letter  of  the  26th 
December,  1817,  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  end  take  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  that  quarter ;  with  authority,  in 
case  he  should  deem  it  necesniy,  to  call  upon  the  Ex- 
ecutives of  the  adjacent  States  lor  such  additional  foros 
as  he  should  deem  requisite ;  in  which  he  was  referred 
to  the  previous  orders  given  to  General  Gainei^  and 
directed  to  concentrate  his  Ibrces^  and  adopt  the  mea- 
sures neceesary  to  torminato  a  ooniOict,  whidi  had  been 
avoided  from  considerations  of  humanity,  but  which 
had  now  become  indispensable,  from  the  settled  hos- 
tility of  the  savage  enemy.  In  January  following, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  to  General  Gaines, 
says,  <*  The  honor  of  the  United  States  requiree  Uiat 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles  should  be  terminated 
apModily,  and  with  exemplary  puniihment  for  hostili- 
ties so  unprovoked."  Under  these  orders,  and  in  this 
critical  state  of  sfiairs.  General  Jackson,  with  that  seal 
and  promptness  whidi  have  ever  marked  his  csreer, 
lepaired  to  the  post  assigned,  and  assumed  the  com- 
mand. The  necessity  of  crossing  the  line  into  Florida 
was  no  longer  a  subject  of  doubt  A  large  force  of 
Indians  and  negroes  was  making  that  territory  their 
lefrige,  and  the  Spamsh  authoritv  was  either  too  weak 
or  too  indifierent  to  restrain  them;  and  to  comply 
with  orders  given  him  from  the  Department  of  War, 
he  penetrateid  immediately  into  the  Seminole  towns, 
driving  the  enemy  befon  him,  and  reduced  them  to 
ashes.  In  the  ooundl-house  of  the  King  of  the  Micka- 
aukians,  mora  than  fifty  fresh  scalps^  and  in  an  ad- 
jacent house  upwards  of  three-hundred  old  scalps,  of 


all  ages  and  sexest  were  Ibniid ;  and  in  the  centra  «f 
the  public  square  a  red  polo  was  erected,  crowned  wi& 
scalps,  known  b]f  the  hair  to  have  belonged  to  the  cosi- 
panione  of  Lieutonant  Scott 

To  inflict  merited  punishment  upon  these  barbarians 
and  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  these  massacres,  bj  bring- 
ing the  war  to  a  speedy  and  successfiil  termination,  hs 
pursued  his  march  to  St  Marks,  when  he  found,  in 
corroboration  of  previous  information,  that  the  ^nAimnm 
and  negroes  had  demanded  the  surrender  of  that  pest 
to  them ;  and  that  the  Spanish  garrison,  according  to 
the  commandant's  own  ooncessionB,  was  too  weak  to 
support  it  Hero  he  aso^rtained  that  the  enem  j  had 
been  supplied  vrith  the  means  of  canying  on  the  war, 
from  the  commandant  of  the.  post ;  that  foreign  incen- 
diaries, instigating  the  savages,  had  free  communica- 
tion vrith  the  fort  for  carrying  on  their  intriguea; 
councils  of  war  wero  permitted  liy  the  commandant 
to  be  held  by  the  chieis  and  warriors  vrithin  his  own 
quartsrs ;  the  Spanish  store-honsss  wen  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  hoetile  party,  and  actually  filled  witj^ 
goods  belonging  to  them;  munitions  (Mfwar  weto  fur- 
nished them,  and  property,  known  to  have  been  plua- 
dered  from  our  citisens/purehased  from  them  by  the  com- 
mandant, while  he  stiU  professsd  friendship  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  General  Jat^son,  thereforo,  nad  no  hesk- 
tation  to  demand  of  the  commandant  of  S^JiCadks  the 
surrender  of  that  post,  that  it  might  be  garrisoned  with 
an  American  force;  and,  when  the  Spanish  officer 
heeitated  to  deliver  it,  he  entered  the  fort  by  force, 
though  without  bloodshed,  the  enemy  having  fled,  and 
the  garrison  being  too  weak  to  make  opposition.  Con- 
vincMBd  of  the  necessity  of  rapid  movements,  in  order  to 
the- ultimate  suceees  of  the  expedition  he  immediatel|y 
marched  his  forces  to  Suwaney,  eeiied  upon  the  slneo 
of  the  enemy,  and  burnt  their  villages: 

Having  thus  for  efleeted  his  object.  General  Jacksoa 
considered  the  war  at  an  end.    St  Marks  being  gar^ 
risoned  by  an  American  force ;  the  Indian  towns  at 
Mickasuky  and  Suwaney  deetroyed ;  the  two  Indian 
chiefo,  who  had  been  the  prime  movers  and  leaden  of 
the  eavages,  one  of  whom  had  commanded  the  psrtj 
that  murdered  Lieutenant  Scott  and  his  oon^anioiw, 
and  the  tvro  prindpal  foreign  instigators,  Aihnthnot 
and  Ambrister,  being  taken  and  executed,  General 
Jackson  ordered  the  Georgia  militia  to  be  diedttrged, 
and  was  proparing  himself  to  return  to  Tennessee. 
But  he  soon  learned  that  the  Indians  and  negroee 
were  collecting  in  companies  west  of  the  Appalachico- 
la, which  would  ronder  it  necessary  for  him  to  send  a 
detachment  to  scour  .  the  country   in  thst  qoaiter. 
While  preparing  for  this  object,  he  leaned  Uiat  tin 
Indians  were  admitted  by  the  Governor  into  Pensacola* 
and  enjoyed  free  access  to  that  town ;  that  they  were 
collecting  in  large  numbers,  500  being  in  Pensacola 
on  the  16th  of  April,  many  of  whom  wero  known  to 
be  hostile^  and  had  just  escsped  from  the  pursuit  of 
our  troops ;  that  the  enemy  were  furnished  with  am- 
munition and  supplies,  and  recdved  intelligence  of 
the  movements  of  our  forces  from  that  place ;  that  a 
number  of  them  sdlied  out,  and  murdered  dghtcen  of 
our  citisens,  settleri  upon  the  Alabama,  and  were  im- 
mediately  received  by  the  Governor,  and  by  him  trans- 
pwted  acroes  the  bay,  that  Uisy  might  evade  the  pur* 
suit 

These  facta  being  ascertuned  by  General  Jackson 
from  unqnoitioDable  authori^,  he  immediately  took 
up  his  line  of  march  towards  Pensacola,  at  the  head 
of  a  detachment  of  about  1,300  men,  for  the  pnipoeo 
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of  conntencthif  the  ^iews  of  the  numj,  and  to  «zo. 
cute  his  ordtn  from  the  War  Department,  bj  termi. 
Bating  the  war  apeedilj,  and  with  ezemiriary  paniih- 
ment  lor  hoatilitiea  ao  nnpro^oked.    On  the  10th  of 
tf aj  he  croeMd  the  Appalaehieola  at  the  Ocheaee  vil* 
Uge,  with  the  ^iew  of  soonring  the  conntiy  weit  of 
tha^rirer ;  and,  on  the  93d  of  Uie  aame  month,  he  re- 
eeired  a  oommnnication  from  the  GoTomor  of  Weit 
Florida,  protesting  against  hia  entrance  into  that  pror- 
inoe,  oonunandiDg  hLn  to  retire  from  it,  and  declaring 
that  he  would  repel  force  bj  force,  provided  he  ahonld 
not  obej.    Tlda  communication,  together  with  the 
evident  indicntiona  of  hostility  in  the  Goremor,  who 
had  been  well  advised  of  the  object  of  General  Jack* 
son's  opevatioiis,  determined  the  measoree  which  he 
pnnneo.    Accordingly,  he  maiched  directly  to  Pensi^ 
cola,  and  with  but  the  ahadow  of  opposition  took  pos- 
aeirion  of  that  pince  the  following  day,  the  Governor 
having  fled  to  Fort  Garloe  de  Barancas,  ^Hiich  post, 
after  a  foeble  resistance,  waa  alio  sorrendered  to  Gen* 
oral  Jackson  on  the  38th ;  by  which  the  Indiana  and 
fbgitive  negroee  were  eflectnally  deprived  of  all  poesi- 
Ue  means  of  continuing  their  depredations,  or  screen* 
ing  themrf»lvoo  from  the  arm  of  justice*    Thus  glo- 
riously terminated  the  Seminole  war,  a  war  reluctantly 
entered  into,  Imt  urged  by  dire  neceesitj,  to  protect 
from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knifo  of  the  most- 
ruUileis  savage  our  peaceful  frontier  aettlers,  who, 
from  deciepit  ago  to  helpless  infoncy,  for  more  than 
two  veais  had  boon  expoeed  to  their  cruelties— a  war 
in  which  our  eitiaens  and  soldiers,  with  their  usual 
fortitude  and  valor  under  their  jwraevering  and  deter- 
mined commander,  endured  long  and  difficult  marchei, 
submitted  to  painftal  privations,  subdued  a  brave  and; 
merdleas  eneni j,  without  suffering  one  defeat,  or  b»>* 
traying  a  solitary  mark  of  dismay  to  tamiih  the  luatre* 
of  their  country's  glory*    A  variety  of  ciroamstances 
eonvlneed  Oonoral  Jackson  that  tiie  savages  had  cobif 
raenced  ttie  war  and  perristed  in  their  barbaritiaa 
under  the  inlioanee  of  aome  foreign  incendiariee,mofe 
oiminal  than  tho  unciviliied  natives.    Alexander  Ar^ 
buthnot,  who  avowed  tdmself  a  British  subject  and 
resided  among  the  savagea  aa  an  Indian  traider,  was 
taken  at  St.  Marka,  to  which  place  be  had  wididrawn 
aa  danger  approached,  and  was  living  aa  an  inmate  in 
the  fomily  «r  the  commandant.    It  appearing  that  he  * 
had  been  a  «eak>us  advocate  for  the  pretended  rights 
of  the  savages,  and  in  this  respect  the  succesaor  of  the 
nolorioos  Colonel  Nichols*  of  the  British  colonial  ma- 
rines, in  the  late  war  vridi  Great  Britain;  that  he  had 
repeatedly  written  in  their  behalf  to  the  Spaniih  Gov- 
ernor of  St.  Angaitine,  the  Governor  of  the  Bahamas, 
the  British  Mfaiisler  in  the  United  SUtee,  and  to  Col- 
onel Ni^ob,  endeavoring  to  procure  aid  from  both 
those  Goremmenli  against  the  United  Statee ;  that 
he  had  repeatedly  adrised  die  Indians  not  to  comply 
vrith  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  assuring  them  that 
the  landa  eeded  to  the  United  Statee  by  them  in  1814 
were  to  be  restored  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain ;  General  Jackson  ordered  him  to 
be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  consisting  of  thirteen  re- 
opectable  oflBctri,with  Major  General  GhUnes  presi- 
dent.   The  cam  was  directed  to  decide  upon  the  foct 
of  his  guih  or  innocence ;  and,  if  guilty,  what  puniih- 
ment  ahould  bs  inflicted.    Upon  satisfiictory  teatimony 
ho  was  convieted  of  inciting  and  stirring  up  the  hostile 
Creeko  to  war  against  the  United  Statee  and  her  dti- 
«ene,  and  of  aidhig,  abetting,  and  comforting  the  one* 
amy,  enj^yiag  thtm  with  the  means  of  war,  and  by 


the  court  aentenced  to  be  hung*    Robert  C.  Ambria- 
ter,  late  a  Lieutenant  of  the  British  marine  corpa,  and 
with  the  hoetUe  Indians  and  fugitive  negroea,  the  sue- 
cessor  of  Woodbine,  of  notorious  memory,  waa  takea 
near  the  month  of  Suwaney  river.    It  being  well 
known  that  he  had  been  a  IcMider  and  commai^er  of 
the  hoatile  Indians  and  fugitive  riaves,  General  Jack* 
aon  alio  directed  him  to  be  tried  by  the  aame  court 
martial.    Upon  satiafoctory  evidence,  ho  was.  con* 
vieted  of  having  aided  and  comforted  the  enemy,  eup-> 
plying  them  with  the  means  of  war,  by  giving  them 
intelligence  of  the  moveBaenta  and  operations  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  Statee,  and  by  sending  the  In* 
diana  and  negroea  to  meet  and  fight  against  them ;  and 
upon  hie  own  confoesion,  aa  well  aa  the  deareet  evi> 
dence  of  having  led  and  commanded  the  Lower  Creeks 
in  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  United  Statee,  wae 
by  the  court  aentenced  to  be  ahot.    One  of  the  meOK 
bers  requeeting  a  reeonsideration  of  the  sentence,  it 
was  agned  to ;  and»on  a  reviaion,  the  court  sentenced 
him  to  receive  fi%  stripee  on  his  bare  back*  and  be 
conned  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  for  twelva 
calendar  months.    General  Ja^aon  approved  the  eaii* 
tence  in  the  caae  of  Arbuthnot,  and  in  the  case  of 
Ambrister  he  dimpproved  the  reeonsideration,  and 
confirmed  the  first  eentence*    Thej  were  both  ezeci^ 
ted  accordingly.    In  relation  to  theee  tranaactiom, 
questions  of  the  first  magnitude  preaent  thAmaelves, 
which  the  committee  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  in- 
veatigate.     Waa  General   Jackson  justifiable*  aHv 
marching  hie  army  across  the  line,  into  the  territoiy  of 
Spain,  in  taking  pooieasion,  1^  force  of  arma,  of  Iha 
Spanish  posts,  St.  Maika  and  Ponsaoola  1    Had  he 
the  right  to  puniih  Alezaader  Arbuthnot  and  Robert 
C.  Ambriiterl 

From  the  foeta  anbmitted,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 
the  Spaniah  authoritiea  in  Florida  did  not  retain  that 
neutral  character  which  waa  neceosaiy  to  rsnder  its 
territory  sacrad ;  but,  by  their  own  acta,  either  ef  hos- 
tility or  imbecility,  they  made  that  territoiy  the  eeal  of 
war.  Independent  of  the  eolemn  obligationa  of  traa^, 
whereby  Spain  engaged  to  keep  the  Indians  within  her 
territory  at  peace  with  the  United  Statee,  no  principle 
is  more  firmly  establiahed  by  thelawa  of  nationa  than  ( 
thia,  that  a  natfon  at  war  haa  the  right  to  pamue  the 
hostile  army  into  the  territory  of  a  neutral  natioa»  and 
to  make  that  territory  the  aeat  of  war,  when  either  the 
weakness  or  partiality  of  the  neutral  nation  ahallsdier 
the  belligerent  army,  retreating  into  ita  territoiy,  then 
to  rally,  collect  atrength,  and  provide  supplies,  to  en* 
able  them  to  renew  the  confiiet,  and  espsoial^  when 
mnnitioas  of  war  have  been  supplied,  either  by  the  eiti- 
aens or  authoritios  of  the  neum  nation. 

But,  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  it  should 
never  be  forgotten  that  Spain  was  bound,  by  the  so- 
lemn stipulations  of  treaty  with  the  United  Statea,  her- 
aelf  to  have  fought  theae  battles ;  or,  if  too  weak  to 
have  done  ao,  at  leaat  to  have  made  common  cauaa 
with  the  United  Statee  against  these  lawleos  tribea  of 
savages.  The  United  Statea  have  never  recognised 
the  Indians,  within  her  territorial  limita,  aa  nationa 
absolutely  independent;  hence  it  has  ever  been  con* 
sidered  the  duty  of  the  Bxecutive,  when  they  hava 
been  guilty  of  murdera  and  depredationa  upon  our 
dtixena,  either  in  plundering  parties  or  in  the  mora 
formidable  aspect^of  Indian  armiee,  to  order  against 
them  the  militafy  force  of  the  country,  or  call  inj®  ■•»- 
vice  the  miUtia,'  as  the  caae  may  require,  to  check  thair 
barbarities  and  to  puniah  their  crimes. 
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0$tt  int«d  dM9  dM  ebmnBiiceiiMiitof  the  prMast 
CM««lMi6Bt  R»pMted  ind  Moody  depredAlMAit  up* 
on^ttr  ttufhem  finmtier,  in  which  p9ttctM  hviboad- 
ikMI,  defimc^foM  iroaieHy«iid  innoceat  childnti,  wcm 
Mti»  4te  tktim  of  n^gie  finocflty,  oot  onlj  lenteod 
it  MtaMttf  W  pot  into  opemtaCB  the  BnMteijr  iwee  Of 
Ae  iMtiott>  but  die  fehelteriiig  of  the  faidkne  beyoMd 
ti»lidiiCirof  the  United  Ststee  gtfve  ooevioii  for  the 
oidore  to  Oenend  JeiBkiati  to  pitmiie  theia  beyond 
tiMM  Uinits.  If  flptin  nvnde  liie  Indnne  in  the 
ieiiie  light,  it  wts  a  dn^  no  leei  inevmbeBt  vpon  her 
bf  the  Uim  of  niUoae  then  by  tatttj,  to  haw  re- 
MeMbd  thehr  lamieM  depredations ;  and,  in  hor  agente' 
it!»an  to  do  lo,  if,  throu^  neglect,  they  made  them' 
sdWee  peiKee  in  the  war;  or,  if  through  weakneeit 
^  forlbited  dte  right  of  eoveieignty  in  that  tenitory 
ifhefe  they  fatted  to  maintain  it    Bat,  if  Bpaih  re* 

Side  dw  Indlane  ae  comnraBillee  abeolnte^  indepen* 
nt,  Ihen  the  tenitory,  by  right  ef  oeenpancy,  beienged 
to  the  Indien^ttid  not  to  l^jiafai»  and  the  inrraiion  wae 
of  the  enemy'e  territeiy.    Had  the  eottlmandant  of 
the  fl^nilh  peet^  at  8t  Mirka^  done  hie  dvty  in  witl^ 
hoMtog  fivm  the^nemy  eappliai,  and  in  denying  them 
a  refege  wttfehi  the  reach  of  hia  own  fort»  the  neoei- 
eity  of  interraptfaig  hie  garvfeon  woaM  not  bate  ez- 
iited;  ner  k  it  preennied  that  any  attempt  wonld 
hcf  e  beiitt  made  by  Oeneral  Jaekeen  to  poeeees  him* 
•etf  of  that  poet    And  it  ie  alio  proinmed  diat  hie 
4ftd^n  to  regpeet  the  Spanbh  poeta  were  piedioated 
open  this  supposed  state  Of  things.    But  as  dm  ob- 
jeet  of  the  entranoe  into  Florida  was  th^  iteduclion  of 
the  Indian  tofse    to  bring  tim  Seminele  war  to  a 
speedy  and  sneoemlhl  tennhMtion,  wUdi  was  «k* 
hausting  the  blood  and  the  treasure  of  tiw  natidn,  it 
wis  a  doty  which  he  owed  to  his  eountiy  to  efibet  that 
«Ajec^«    Any  resnk  short  of  this  would  have  only  in* 
c^ttKd  the  evils  liflidi  it  was  his  duty  to  oofieot ;  and 
thhi  eoiHd  not  be  eiheted  nliile  Bpanish  Ibitiioations 
w^re  appropriated  to  tlwir  delbaoe,  and  yet  regarded  as 
sacfed  bf  i^.    To  have  retired  with  Ue  fo»oes  under 
such  a  eombinalion  of  dFMmstuioM,  which  #oald  have 
eonfirmSd  the  evroneous  impremion  entettslned  by  the 
Indians  and  by  the  l^Mmish  authorities,  of  liie  sacred 
character  of  their  places  of  rsfhge  and  of  succor  to  our 
ferscions  enemy,  would  have  perpetuated  the  war,  and 
givMi  it  the  cbaiacter  of  permanency,  which  ^ 
iMMfor  ef  the  United  Siatee  required  should  be  epeedily 
cdMlnded,  and  vridi  the  moat  exemplary  punishment. 
Th«  commattAuit  at  St.  Marks  himself  aeknowledged 
thit  ISb  commend  waa  at  the  metcy  of  the  Indians 
aM  negroes;  he  ought,  tiieielbve,  lo  have  ImUed  the 
approach  of  General   Jackson,  with  hIa  American^  eat  ? 
forces,  as  a  dsHveiar,  and  to  have  co-operated  with 
him  in  the  common  cause,  wfa«n  he  waa  amured  that 
the  o^ect  was  a  military  oceupntiony  for  the  empiem 
purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  tne  Suninolo  war,  and 
not  for  conquest.    Bat  the  foots  present  this  suWeetl 
tot  in  a  much  stronger  fight  to  the  committee.    The 
Indians  received  not  only  dieltor,  but  comforts  and 
]taunitions,  and  all  the  ftdlities  for  carrying  on  the 
war  which  a  Spanish  army  could  have  received  from 
that  post.    Did  this  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  Span- 
ish commandant,  result  foom  a  hoitile  diqiositioni 
If  so,  he  became  a  psrty  in  the  war.    Or  wae  it  the 
effect  of  imbecility,  as  his  profosstons  of  great  ftiend- 
i^ip  would  imply  t    If  so,  the  act  of  ganiaoning  Ot. 
Marks  with  an  American  force,  bears  no  character  bf 
hostility  to  Bpoin,  but  was  warrtnted  by  dm  law  of 


n«taoB»*-by  the  tnaly  with  8|paai,  and  by  the  fimt 
law  of  natum— e^-iimtoction.  Had  the  Governor  of 
Weet  Florida  maintained  the  neutral  character  which 
was  confidents  expeeted,  and  which  it  waa  his  duty 
to  have  done,  no  Seminole  war  had  here  ended,  and 
our  flag  would  net  have  been  unforted  in  tliat  tern* 
toiy.  The  Indian  establishments  at  Mickasuky.and 
Suwaney  broken  up^*4heir  villaffsa  bnini^-their  aup- 
pliee  out  off— St  Marks  occupied  by  ow  troope-^4heir 
power  ift  East  Florida  wee  cirtiie^  annihilated^ 

In  the  fiitt  conviction  tiiat  the  war  waa  ended* 
General  Jackson  had  ordered  the  Georgia  miKtia  to 
be  disbanded,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  lotiirmtag 
Umoelf  with  the  Tennessee  and  Kentocky  volunteers^ 
when  he  learned  that  the  object  of  the  csmpaign  was 
nd  yet  entire^  aoeemplished. 

The  vanqnished  enemy,  crossing  into  West  Florida, 
whete  the  authorities  of  Spain  proved  as  imbecile  as 
in  the  eaatem  province,  renawed  their  depaedati<»% 
by  their  incnrsions  into  the  a^jokiing  torritMy  of  the 
United  SMtes,  and  committing  murdew  upon  our 
fiuntter  edtlers.  Eveiy  circumstance,  which  net  only 
justified  the  act,  but  which  rendered  it  an  imperious 
duty  for  him  to  enter  the  Spanish  temtety  of  Eaat 
Florida,  waa  equally  af^icable  to  the  act  of  his  cteea* 
ing  the  Appalachicola,  to  brteh  down  the  power  of 
the  enemy  in  West  Florida.  But  the  conduct  of  the 
Governor,  taken  In  connexion  with  the  drenmatanoes 
which  induced  the  entrance  into  Pensacolay  rendend 
its  occupancy  by  Genersl  JadoMn,  if  pcasible^  jst 
more  palpably  necessary  timn  that  of  St.  Ma^ 
Well  appiriaed  of  Ottjerel  Jaduen'a  obfect,  that  ks 
had  not  entored  the  Fbridaa  in  hoetihty  to  Spain,  hut 
to  do  that  wliioh  Spain  was  bound  to  do,  both  by 
taSaty  and  by  tlw  lawa  of  natistis^  to  give  eeouri^  to 
our  own  dliaene,  within  our  own  territeiy,  by  duslia/ 
ing  the  power  of  the  savage  foes,  the  GovanMi  <of 
P^acoia,  in  equal  violatiott  of  the  laam  of  iwutrstily 
and  of  humanity,  suooored  thoee  enemies^  ai^ppliad 
them  with  munitions  of  ww,  sheltered  sad  conveyed 
from  the  hand  of  jnstios  those  of  them  who  were  ra- 
tuming  from'  the  bloody  inty:  and  whan  Ganmel 
Jackson  was  executing  the  righteous  mendates  ai  an 
infured  and  indignant  nation  upon  them,  the  Govenor 
commanded  him  to  deport  from  the  tenritoiy,  threat- 
ening to  oppose  Ibrce  bj  force,  should  ha  not  comply. 
Thus  circumstanced^  what  should  Genenl  Jacksan 
have  done !  Should  he  have  boon  induced,  by  tlis 
unptovched  end  gasconading  nitoaees  of  a  fomqin 
Governor,  to  fotrace  his  stepe?  Or,  Aould  he  have 
mmained  ststionaiy,  until  he  could  have  dmpatched  a 
BMsssnger  to  the  Executive  for  inatvaetisns  how  to 
rhis  would  have  ill  become  an  Aaneiieai  Oaft- 
eiral,  udMee  movamenta  were  eancticnad  by  the  sacred 
laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  by  the  solemn 
stipolations  of  the  foreign  Prince,  as  well  w  by  thn 
aMhority  of  his  own  Government 

Should  he  have  left  it  in  quiet  poseesfeion  of  a  sav- 
age foe  1  Tliis  would  have  defeated  the  whole  ob|est 
of  the  war.  There  was  but  one  course,  in  the  (pinion 
of  the  connuittee,  which  he  could  punue,  oonsislendy 
with  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  too  safoty  of  ito  fron- 
tier citiaens.  The  Governor  of  West  Florida,  by  hii 
own  act,  had  become  a  parW  with  the  eavugee  in  thii 
war;  or  had,  at  least,  1^  his  imbecility,  forfeited  the 
right  of  sovereignty  within  the  territoty ;  and  the  ee- 
cupaney  of  the  Spanish  posts  in  that  province,  by 
General  Jaekaon,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, a  sacred  duty  which  he  owed  to  himeel(  to  iu^ 
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an^r,  to  the  G^vnwBMMl,  and  to  hb  ooqiMiy*  Whfl* 
thai  imUmb  ampilouly  ragaria  tha  dietataa  of  jnatiaa 
in  her  ialaveoona  with  all  iiatwii%  ehriliaed  and  aav- 
ag«w  tt  ia  a  daty  which  aha  ow«a  to  her^own  character 
and  to  tha  aafi»tj  of  her  citiaaa,  to  aaacrt  h«r  righti 
and  aToago  her  wronga.  In  relaiioa  to  theaa  moTc- 
manta,  it  appeaia  to  yoor  committaa  that  the  Ezecu- 
tive  haa  aanetioned  the  act  of  General  Jackcon,  in  the 
occunanej  of  thoae  poati,  by  requiring  that  condition 
whi<l&  the  lawa  of  nationi  and  the  treaty  with  Spain 
jnatiff,  in  order  to  the  reatoration  of  St  Marka ;  and 
if  Penaaeola  ia  not  held  eubject  to  the  fame  condition, 
thia  doea  not  implT  a  relinqaiahment  of  the  right,  but 
shoold  be  regarded  aa  the  eTxdenee  of  an  amicable  di*- 
pofitkm  towarda  Spain. 

Thia  committee  now  enter  upon  the  other  point ; 
that  of  the  trial  and  ezecation  of  the  foreign  initiga- 
ioTa>^Arbnthttot  and  Ambriiter — a  anbiect  of  more 
deKewy  and  tendaneaa,  aa  it  inTolvea  me  lirea  and 
libertiaa  of  individaala ;  yet  of  equal  magnitoda,  and, 
'in  tba  opinion  of  the  committee,  of  eqnal  eleameaa. 
In  aaaienl  timeay  when  barbariam  mora  |an««Uy  pra- 
▼aiJedl,  nad  aweil  poUahad  natioaa  ieemad  aneonaoMaa 
of  the  tiea  of  hnmaai^,  which  ooght  aver  to  bind  tha 
whole  fiaaai^  of  mankud  in  tendexneaa  and  aflbotaoa, 
tha  paactioe  obtatnad  of  patting  to  death  the  addiem 
and  even  the  dtiiona  af  a  Tanqniahed  aoaany,  by  the 
aword,  and  even  by  the  public  execntiony  or  of  holding 
priaoneia  of  war  in  alayery  for  life,  and  entailing  bond* 
age  npon  their  poaterity.  Bat  the  progreai  of  dfiliaar 
tion,  aided  by  the  benign  influence  of  Christianity, 
baa,  in  modem  dayi,  produced  a  radical  change, 
highly  honorable  to  Uie  civilized  world. 

In  oonaeqiienca  of  thia  principle^  it  ibUowap  that 
•jthn^^gK,  wrhan  one  nation  entem  into  war  with  an- 
other natton,  all  the  citisena  of  thoee  nationa  may  be 
oonaidaredy  in  aome  reapecta,  aa  enemica  to  all  the  dti- 
zena  of  the  other ;  yet  they  have  not  a  right,  in  all 
caaea,  when  they  meet,  to  act  in  hostility  to  each  other ; 
becauae  women,  children,  and  all  others  who  are  ex- 
empted f&rem  bearing  arms,  and  thoae  employed  in 
rural  and  other  peacdhl  occupationa,  are  not  the  pro- 
per objeele  of  hoetiKty ;  nor  ia  it  admiaaible  to  take 
the  Uvea  of  ftoae  who  M  mto  the  power  of  their  en* 
eaiee,  after  tfaagr  have  aurrandeied ;  beeauae  auehaot 
ia  now  tmaothnmad  by  the  lawa  of  naliona,  and  erar 
haa  been  a  violation  of  the  lawa  of  hmuaaity.  80, 
whom  anniSB  meat  in  the  field  of  hallie,  tha  aoldiar 
wlio  isye  dawn  hk  anna  and  aaka  Ibr  qnairter,  is  anli* 
iJed  lo  hie  lifii;  and  the  aama  with  garriaaoa  and 
wJbole  aiiiea;  if  thpy  ofSu  to  caaitnlate»  in  caaaa  of 
great  azlremilj,  it  is  an  eftahliahed  principle  of  the 
hiwe  of  nationa,  anivamaUy  ackaowladged  where  civil- 
iialion  piavatl%  that  theb  Uvea  cannot  be  justly  taken, 
onleae  their  grosa  violation  of  the  rules  of  dvilized 
warfare  render  it  neceaaaiy  to  inflict  death  aa  a  pun- 
iahment  for  their  crimes.  But  death,  in  such  cases, 
ia  never  the  righteoua  fate  of  unsuccessful  war ;  much 
leaa  aie  peaceable  dticena,  unarmed,  pursuing  their 
lavrlui  avocations,  subject  to  death,  or  any  other  acts 
of  hostility  calculated  to  Injure  them,  either  in  their 
pereona  or  cftcts;  because  such  citiiens  do  not  offer 
injury-  Bat,  from  this  general  prindple  and  univer- 
aal  praotiee  among  Christian  nationa,  another  prind- 
ple ariae%  aa  uaiveraally  aekaowledged  and  eqoalfy 
e«)neonant  to  the  lawa  of  nature  and  nationa,  that 
vrhen  a  nation,  dthar  aavage  or  dviliaed,  departa  from 
thaie  roieBy  aad  grossly  violatea  the  lawa  of  nationa 
Hid  of  IliunAnity,  retahationi  or  rapriaala,  are  alwaya 


joetiftebla,  often  useful,  and  aometimea  essentially 
aaoeasaiy,  to  teach  the  ofianden  to  reapect  the  lawa  of 
hoBMai^i  and  to  aave  the  efiuaion  of  blood* 

In  su<h  eaaes,  where  the  guilty  persona  can  be  taken 
aad  identified,  Uie  punishment  ought  to  frkU  ezcludve» 
ly  upon  them.  Yet  rapriaala  are  not,  neceasarUv,  even 
eonnaed  to  the  persona  of  tha  guilty ;  but  the  lawa  of 
war  joattlv  the  punishment  of  the  oflfending  nation^ 
in  ai^  of  the  penona  of  the  enemy*  This  nation*  evar 
ragaiding  mercy  aa  her  delight,  haa  heretoibre  abatain^ 
ad  from  the  axardae  of  thia  power,  though  the  prind- 
ple was  raeogniaed  in  the  case  of  Captain  AsgiU,  in 
the  Bevelutienaiy  war*  and  by  Preaidant  Madiaon,  in 
which  it  received  the  aanction  of  the  Legislature,  in  the 
late  war.  When  at  war  with  savagea,  who  reapect  no 
rale,  and  are  governed  by  no  lawa,  whose  known 
mode  of  waifrire  ia  iadiacriminate  murder  of  all  agas» 
aazoi^  aad  conditions,  it  is  a  well  eatabliahed  nrindala 
that  their  Crimea  amy  be  lawfully  paaiahea  in  toe 
pareana  of  any  of  their  people ;  and  the  dtizens  or  aah< 
jecta  of  any  civUhad  aatioa,  by  eagaging  in  their  war- 
fiire,  either  in  personal  hoatility  or  by  iaatigating,  aid* 
ing*  and  abetting  them,  thereby  identifjring  themaelvea 
with  the  savages,  belong  to  weir  nation  during  the 
continuance  of  such  engagements,  aad  are,  by  the  true 
and  acknowledged  prindples  of  the  laws  of  nation^ 
aobject  to  the  same  treatment.  When  reprisala  ahall 
be  made  by  inflicting  retaliatory  puniahment  upon  for- 
eignera  thua  identified  with  aavagea,  it  is  justifiable 
upon  the  principle  of  reprisala  alone,  and  not  becauae 
they  become  outlaws  and  piratee ;  for  the  laws  of  na- 
tiona justify  the  dtizens  or  subjects  of  one  nation  hi 
entering  the  aervice  of  another  nation;  an<l>  during 
such  service,  they  are  conddered  as  parts  of  the  nation 
which  they  serve,  subject  to  the  same  treatment,  in  aB 
respects,  aa  if  they  were  ita  natural  dtixens  or  snbjeetf . 

It  waa  upon  thia  priadple  that  the  Marquis  de  Lap 
ftLyatte^  Barona  Steuben  and  De  Kalb,  and  General 
Koadnako,  entered  the  American  aervice  in  the  Revo* 
lulioBary  war*  vfhich  waa  never  conddered  as  a  juat 
occasion  Sex  war*  by  Great  Britain,  against  France, 
Pruasia,  or  Poland  >  nor  yet  as  a  cause  for  regarding 
them  in  the  character  of  outlawa  and  piratea.  Bn^ 
had  thaae  distinguished  men  frllen  into  the  handa  (^ 
Great  Britaia,  the  lawa  of  war  would  have  entitled 
them  to  the  aama  tenderness,  and  anijected'them  to 
the  aama  conditions,  as  native  Americans.  The  same 
prindple  ia  equally  applicable  to  thoae  who  enter  into 
the  aervioe  of  the  savages. 

The  naiveiaal  prindple  of  aavage  waritMb  eUdled 
liy  their  general  pmatica,  ia  that  ef  the  mMt  orual  aiNl 
aggwrateid  murder;  net  only  of  thiii  eneaiiea  taken 
in  anaa,  but  alee  of  peeeef ul  nnanaad  cttizeaa,  helpleaa 
lemalea*  aad  tender  infaals.  If  iastaacee  have  beeii 
kaewa  wherein  they  spared  the  Uvee  of  peraoaa  iaUiog 
into  their  power,  these  inatanoaa  have  been  too  few  in 
number,  competed  with  the  massacrea  which  thio^  haas 
committed,  deaolating  whole  settlements,  and  murder- 
ing whole  garrisons,  to  give  an  opposite  character  to 
thdr  general  practice. 

The  deadation  and  ruin  of  the  Wyoming  settle- 
ment* in  the  Revolutionary  war,  end  the  recent  maa- 
sacrea  at  Fort  Mimma  on  the  river  Raisin,  in  periMt 
accordance  with  thdr  generd  hiatory,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  national  eziatenoe,  fumish  suffideat 
demonstration  of  this  fact. 

Alexander  Arbuthnot  was  taken  as  a  reddent  among 
the  savagea,  with  whom  he  had  identified  himself,  by 
acting  aa  their  agent,  ezdting  them  to  the  war,  aid- 
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dug,  abetting,  and  aapplTing  diem  ifith  the  means  of 
canjing  it  on.  Robert  C.  Ambrister  waa  taken  in  their 
actual  lerrioe,  as  a  leader  and  commander  of  their 
Ibrees ;  by  which,  as  well  as  by  aiding,  abetting,  com- 
forting, and  supplying  them,  he  was  also  identified 
with  the  saTages.  Agreeably  to  these  principles  of  the 
iaws  of  nations,  the  committee  are  fully  of  opinion  that 
'General  Jackson,  as  commander  of  the  army,  had  the 
right  to  exercise  upon  them  the  law  of  retaliation, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  court  martial.  However 
cautiously  thu  rule  should  be  exercised,  and  desirable 
as  mercy  always  is,  whenever  it  can  be  exercised  with 
safety,  this  godlike  rirtue  has  its  bounds,  beyond  which 
its  exercise  would  be  a  perrersion  of  justice ;  and  it  is 
ipresumed  that  the  repeated  murders  which  had  been 
committed  upon  our  citisens,  the  many  bloody  tro- 
iphies  of  Ibeir  cruelties  found  at  Mickasuky,  and  their 
persbting  in  hostility  against  the  repeated  warnings 
and  threats  which  had  been  held  out  to  them,  bore  con- 
viction to  the  mind  of  General  Jackson,  that  the  exer- 
cise of  the  law  of  retaliation  had  become  necessary  to 
the  future  safety  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

But  he  chose  to  submit  the  case  to  the  investigation 
and  decision  of  a  court  martial,  composed  of  distin- 

»  guished  officers,  by  whom  Alexander  Arbuthnot  was 
oondemned  to  be  hung,  which  seiitence  was  confirm- 
ed and  executed.  By  the  same  tribunal  Robert  C. 
Ambrister  was,  in  the  first  instance,  condemned  to  be 
shot ;  but,  upon  reconsideration,  they  changed  the  sen- 
tence to  that  of  corporal  punishment  and  confinement  to 

t>  hard  labor.  The  reconsideration  was  dbapproved  by 
Gen  Jackson,  and  the  first  sentence  confirmed  and  ex- 
ecuted. On  this  last  point  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion,  that  it  would  have  been  more  correct  for  General 
Jackson,  after  submitting  the  case  to  a  court  martial, 
not  only  to  examine  the  facts  as  to  his  guilt,  but  to  de- 
termine the  punishment  to  be  inflicted,  to  have  acqui- 
esced in  their  final  and  only  legal  decision  as  a  court 
But  in  this  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  General 
Jackson  did  not  transcend  the  power  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  retaliation — ^the  prisoner's  own  confession,  and 
the  evidence  produced,  going  to  establish  the  facts 
which  justified  its  application.  And  though  the  prin- 
ciples of  national  law,  involved  in  this  war,  would  have 
anUiorixed  a  more  extensive  sacrifice,  even  on  the  per- 
sons of  the  innocent,  yet  the  committee  deem  it  a  mat- 
ter of  great  felicitation  that  punishment  fell  upon  the 
guilty  alone ;  and  that  the  object  is  efiected  with  so 
limited  an  example  of  justice.  Under  this  view  of  the 
whole  sutject,  the  committee  can  discover  much  which 
merits  applause,  and  little  that  deserves  censure ;  and, 
ftom  the  incalculable  benefits  resulting  to  the  nation, 
ftom  the  faithful  and  distinguished  services  of  General 
Jackson,  and  the  officers  and  men  who  served  under 
hu  command,  in  terminating  finally  the  Seminole  war, 
are  of  opinion  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
their  countiy. 

The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  make  a  motion, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  give  to  the  report  of 
the  Military  Committee,  as  well  as  to  the  substi- 
.  tote  presented  by  a  member  of  that  committee,  a 
direction  which  should  insure  to  it  a  discussion, 
as  full  as  was  desired,  at  the  present  session.  For 
this  purpose,  be  moved  lo  reter  them  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
These  papers,  he  said,  involyed  principles  of  great 
^^nsequence,  on  which  in  some  measure  depend- 


ed, as  he  beliered,  the  character  of  Che  natioa ; 
they  also  necessarily  inrolred  importAiic  qoea- 
tions  as  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  as  to  the  Goa- 
stitation  of  onr  own  country,  and  oaght  to  have 
a  deliberate  consideration. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  was  as  desirous  as  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  of  a  deliberate  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  of  these  reports ;  bat,  if  they 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  a  motion  to  ^o  into  which 
was  always  in  order,  the  House  mi^ht  be  cakea 
by  surprise,  or  brought  into  the  diseassion  en- 
tirely without  notice,  at  the  motion  of  any  gen- 
tleman who  wished  it.  He  therefore  wished  the 
papers  should  be  referred,  as  in  ordinary  caaeS)  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stbotber,  of  Virginia,  agreed,  with  ihe 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him,  that  the  report 
should  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  insore  a  full  exam- 
ination of  its  merits.  The  subject,  he  said,  was 
one  of  considerable  interest  and  ezcitcmetti. 
though  he  was  not  onder  the  impression  that  it 
was  one  of  great  magnitade,  nor  that  it  carried 
in  its  bosom  the  fate  of  the  nation,  as  the  gende- 
man  from  Oeorgia  seemed  to  suppose,  which  de- 
pended on  far  other  considerations.  The  best 
course  to  pursue  in  regard  to  these  papers,  Mr. 
S.  thought,  would  be  to  lay  them  on  the  laUe. 
Though  not  of  momentous  consequence,  be  said, 
yet  the  decision  on  them  was  calculated  lo  im- 
plicate the  character^  and  perhaps  the  happtneas, 
of  the  illustrious  individual  whose  proceedings  it 
was  proposed  to  censure.  He  would,  in  r^aid 
to  any  proposition  inTolving  the  happiness  or 
reputation  of  any  individual,  conspicuous  or  ob- 
scure, act  with  great  deliberation.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  referring  thb  matter  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
thus  putting  it  in  the  power  of  any  individual  to 
call  it  up  when  he  pleased,  and  to  precipitate  the 
House  into  a  discussion  unadvisedly  and  unpre- 
pared. He  was  for  not  hastily  acting  on  a  pro- 
position to  censure  a  man  who  had  given  celebnxy 
to  the  arms  o[  his  country,  and  thrown  a  brighter 
lustre  on  the  national  character. 

Mr.  PoiNOKXTiR,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  never  agree  to  a  report,  ia 
affirming  which  the  House  would  be  required  to 
forget  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  us  bv  foreign  na- 
tions, to  overlook  the  inhuman  deeus  cotnmJtred 
on  the  frontier  of  Gkorgia,  and  to  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  laudable  object  of  destroying  the  rep- 
utation of  one  of  its  most  distinguished  citizens. 
It  was  not  in  the  point  of  view  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  had  regarded  the  question  ; 
it  was  not  from  any  regard  to  the  savi^es  of 
Florida,  and  their  allies,  British  refugees  and 
Spanish  agents,  or  from  a  wish  to  crush  that  man 
by  the  strong  arm  of  power — that  man  who  had 
so  much  merited  the  thanks  of  his  country,  that 
he  wished  a  full  and  early  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  wish  it,  he  said,  to  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  forgotten.  He  was  not  willing  ihax 
any  such  report  as  that  from  the  Military  Cooo.- 
mittee,  calculated  to  min  the  reputation  of*  a  amm 
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who  had  rendeifd  to  atf  oal  aerrieei  to  hit  eoon- 
try,  shoold  be  eoosidered  m  representing  the 
opinion  of  this  Hoase,  He  was  not  willing,  there- 
fore^ that  it  should  remain  for  a  moment  on  the 
tabie.  bot  should  underpfo  a  fall  diseossion  as 
early  as  practicable ;  which  would  be  insured  by 
referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MiaoBB,  of  Virginia,  while  he  congratu- 
lated the  House  on  the  dignified  report  which  the 
Militarf  Oonraiittee  had  presented  to  them,  was 
disposed,  in  the  proceedings  on  this  subject,  to 
act  with  all  tteeeasarr  ddiberation.  The  onljr 
objection  hrhad  heard  to  the  proposition  to  refer 
the  snlnect  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  was^  that  it  might  be  called 
up  at  any  time ;  this  objection,  he  said,  might  be 
entirely  obtiated  by  naming  a  day  when  it  should 
be  called  ap;  and,  if  a  day  were  not  named,  the 
Hoose  would  always  hare  it  in  its  power,  if  it 
chose,  to  refuse  to  so  into  Committee  if  mored 
for  at  too  early  a  day.  He  should  deplore,  Mr. 
M.  said,  perhapa  more  than  any  member  of  the 
House,  that  thia  should  be  referred  to  an  ordinary 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  the  whole 
session  should  pass  off  without  an  expression,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  of  its  opinion  on  this  sub- 

i'ect.  With  respect  lo  the  character  ot  Qeneral 
raekson,  though  he  would  not  unnecessarily  ar- 
raign it,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  looked,  in  the  rie w  which 
he  (ook  of  the  importance  of  this  question,  to 
higher  objects— to  the  character  of  thia  House 
and  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Shttb,  of  Virginia,  hoped  that  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  prerail. 
He  presumed  that  the  gentlemen  adrerse  to  Qen- 
eial  Jackson  were  none  of  them  desirous  of  pre- 
cipitatinj;  the  dtseusaion,  or  taking  any  adrantage, 
br  surprise,  of  tfafose  who  approred  of  his  conduct. 
ne  supposed  that  by  Monday  next  erery  gentle- 
mtn  who  desired  to  take  a  part  in  the  discussion 
would  be  prmredj  nnd  that  that  day  would  be 
agreed  on.  He  said  he  should,  whan  the  discus- 
sion came  on,  attempt  to  show  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Qoieral  Jackson  were  justifiable  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  DasnA,  of  Kentucky,  wished  the  papers  to 
lie  on  the  table,  that  the  members  of  the  House 
might  ha?e an  opportunity  of  examining  them; 
bat,  if  referred  to  any  committee  of  the  House, 
he  wished  the  substitute  as  well  as  the  report  to 
be  referred— «nd  that,  in  their  publication,  they 
might  go  together,  that  the  world  should  see  and 
undersund  the  riews  of  both  sidea  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JoBMaoK,  of  Kentuck? .  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  ^  concurrence,  on  all  sides  of  the  House, 
m  the  commitment  of  the  report  and  the  amend- 
ment to  a  committee,  as  proposed.  If  for  no  other 
reaaon  than  that  the  Speaker  might  wish  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate,  he  should  approve  of  that 
coarse.  The  sabject  had  excited  considerable 
sensation,  and  he  hoped  CTcry  opportunity  would 
be  gir^n  to  members,  on  all  sides  of  the  Housc^ 
to  expresa  their  opinions.  To  debate  it  now  was 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  to  no  useful 
purpose  whaterer. 


After  some  further  remarks  fromMesars.  Flotdi 
Cobb,  and  STaoTBEB,  in  support  of  their  respec- 
tiTe  opinions,  and  some  conversation  on  a  point 
of  order,  the  question  on  referring  the  report  of 
the  Military  Committee  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  carried 
without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Desha,  the  paper  offered  by 
Mr.  JoHNBOii,  of  Kentucky,  as  a  substitute,  was 
then  referred  to  the  same  committee  $  and 

Mr.  Tallmadob  ffave  notice  that,  if  no  one  else 
did,  he  should,  on  Mondav  next,  move  to  go  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1819, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and  ^he  question  on  its 
passage  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the 
affirmative,  by  a  vote  or  107  to  57,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Anderson  of  Kentocky,  Bsldwiui  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bate- 
man,  Bayley,  Beeeher,  Bloomfield,  Boas,  Batl«r  of 
New  Hampshire,  Bntler  of  Looisiana,  Campbell,  Cla* 
gelt,  Crawford,  Gnshman,  Dirlington,  DaYidson,  EUi- 
oott,  Ervin  of  Booth  Carolina,  Fuller,  Gaga,  Gilbert, 
Hale,  Hall  of  Delawaro,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har^ 
riaon,  Hadnonek,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  HerkiaMr,  Hev^ 
rick,  Hebter,  Hiteheoek,  Holmes,  Hopklnaoa,  Hoetal- 
ler,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Irving  of  New  York,  Johiemi 
of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtlaad,  Lawyer,  Lin* 
coin,  Linn,  Little,  Livennore,  Lowndes,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  lUinois,  W.  P.  Maday,  Mar* 
chand,  Marr,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mercer,  Blid* 
dieton.  Miller,  Robert  Moors,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton^ 
Murray,  Nesbitt,  Newton,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Pattezson,  Pawling,  Peter,  PindaU,  Porter,  Queries, 
Rich,  Roberteon,  Rogers,  Ruggles,  SsTsge,  Sawyer, 
Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybert,  Sibbee,  S.  Smith, 
B.  Smith,  Apeed,  Spencer,  Stonrs,  Strother,  Stuart  of 
Maryland,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Terry, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker  of  Kentuckj, 
Wallace,  Westerio,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylrania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adamsb  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Ball, 
Barbour  of  Yiiginia,  Baasett,  Bellinger,  Bennett, 
Blount,  Boden,  Bnrwell,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cruger, 
Cnlbreth,  Deeha,  Fl<nrd,  Folger,  Gamett,  Hogg,  Hun- 
tington, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Lewis,  W.  Maday,  Mo> 
Coy,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Merrill,  Mills,  J.  Nelson, 
H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Pegram,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Poindezter,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rice,  lUchards,  Ringgold, 
Samnson,  Scuddisr,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Slocnmb,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Southard,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Strong, 
Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tncker  of  South  Carolina, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Whitman,  Williama  of 
Conneeticnt,  Williams  of  New  Tork,  and  Williama  of 
North  Carolina. 

[The  ground  of  the  opposition  to  this  bill  is  the 
clause  it  contains,  speciocally  appropriating  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  extra  pay  for  the  soldiers' 
work  in  the  repairs  and  construction  of  roads ; 
this  profision  being  considered  to  involve  the 
principle  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the 
General  Government  to  make  roads  within  the 
several  Smtes.  Had  this  clause  been  excepted, 
it  is  suppoeed'  the  bill  would  have  passed  neiH. 
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The  HotiM  tkeo  resolr«d  itsdf  into  a  Cooi- 
tfiiif e  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  ^  rcepectlog  the 
MilitMf  BstfthltRhment.'' 

VnLtfini  sectiao  proposes  to  add  to  the  corps 
of  engioeers  one  Brigadier  Geoeral,  one  Liea- 
(enant  Colonel,  two  Majors,  two  Captains,  four 
yirat  and  fear  Second  Lieatenants ;  and  to  give 
the  same  pay  and  emoluments  to  that  corps  as  to 
those  of  the  corps  of  ordnance.  The  Hccmd  sec- 
tion provides  that  the  corps  of  heavy  artillery 
shall  consist  of  foar  regiments,  and  of  foor  addi- 
tional Colonels,  and  that  promotion  in  that  corps 
shall  be  ^veined  by  the  same  mie  as  in  Ihe  in- 
faiatry.  The  Ihvrd  aeotion  provides  that  the 
%u«rtcrmaster's  department  shall,  besides  the 
ohief  of  that  deparunent,  consist  of  six  Majors 
and  two  Captains.  The  fourth  section  provi^les 
that,  in  ease  of  allownnce  by  law  to  omceis  for 
servants  ani  forage,  certificates  of  the  servants 
having  been  emploved,  ood  the  (bcage  used,  shall 
not  be  required.  The  f^  section  provides  the 
paiy  of  the  Oommiaiary  QeneraLandattthorises 
the  addition,  to  the  officen  unaer  him,  of  two 
Depvoy  ComnMBMriee,  tak«n  froaa  the  line,  with 
the  rank  and  pay  of  hi^jors  of  Otdnanoe*  Thn 
malh  aneeion  propoBas  to  allow  the  Sorgeen  Qen- 
ami  Hhe  aame  pay  ai  the  laae  physician  and  snr* 
gi0on  general,  and  in  a  small  degree  raiaee  the 
oompensalien  of  regtmenial  and  poet  swrflsons. 
Section  scMft  providee  for  the  privilege  of  Rank- 
ing to  the  heads  of  the  Staff  departments,  and 
anows  two  clerks  to  each  of  the  oiBces  of  Chief 
of  Bogineers  and  of  Ordnance,  of  the  Commis- 
sary  of  Sahsistence,  and  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment.] 

Mr.  WiuJAMBi  of  North  Carolina,  with  a 
wish  to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill,  to  whieh  he 
wma  wh»Uy  oppoaed,  moved  lo  strike  out  the  lirat 
aaatiM  ef  the  bilk 

On  the  aoggeetion  of  Mr.  Joannoii.  of  Ken- 
tucky, a  letter  from  the  Seo-etary  of  War  to  the 
MiKtavy  Committee  was  read,  recommeoding 
the  adoption  of  the  proTinons  of  the  bill,  as  ne- 
eeesary  to  eqnalire  the  standing  of  different 
corps,  and  for  the  purpose  of  enfming*  economy 
in  the  public  expenditure. 

Mr.  unflHA  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wiu 
L1AM8,  and  went  into  an  examination,  section  by 
section,  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  he 
disapproved  as  generally  unnecessary,  but  soma 
narta  of  them  more  so  thnn  others.  He  particu- 
larly denied  that  economy  would  be  promoted 
by  a  bill  which  pipopoeed  so  great  an  increase  of 
expenditure. 

Mr.  JoHNBOii,  of  SLentncky,  obaerved  thai  he 
was  always  anxious  to  satisfy  the  inquiries  of 
nny  gentleman  on  everf  subject  which  had  been 
investigated  by  the  nulitary  committee,  and  by 
them  reported  in  the  form  of  a  bill.  In  the  pro- 
position  before  the  Committee,  the  sole  object 
was  to  perfect  the  most  rigid  system  of  economy 
in  every  branch  of  military  expeiuiiture.  No 
new  aystem,  said  Mr.  J*,  is  now  proposed.  But 
e  small  modification  in  the  staff  department  of 


the  nf  my.  in  peiftot  hanan^  wkh  the 
system  aJready  esiabliahed,  it  it  helieT«3,  wiU 
prove  highly  beneficial  in.«ffeocin|r  the  objeci 
contemplated,  by  prodneiae  the  higheet  degice 
of  rcaponsibility.  HeretoiOffe  the  Tawa  of  ibe 
United  Slates,  in  relation  to  the  Milimty  Estab- 
lishment, have  effectually  impoaed  responatbilky 
upon  agents  emploved  for  tne  diabnnemeot  ot 
money,  while  they  have  in  a  great  nMaaere  fail- 
ed to  carry  that  responsibility  to  the  articles  pat- 
chased.  The  bill  r^nlating  the  m^S,  pasaed  at 
the  last  tea6ion,introdttced  the  principle  apoo  the 
present  system.  The  experieneeef  one  jemr  hna 
proved  ita  utility,  but  disdoaed  unpedectioBs  ia 
Its  detail,  which  the  present  bill  is  designed  to 
correct.  The  various  branchee  of  the  staff  de* 
pnrtment  are  placed  under  the  direetion  of  mem 
highly  distinguished  for  honor,  honetfy,  indna- 
try,  economy,  capacity,  and.  expenenea.  The 
present  bill  goes  to  cfiect  the  object  ef  imposing 
upon  them  uat  rigid  responeibiiity  for  property 
intrusted  to  them,  which  will  net  only  secnre  im 
proper  a|»plicatioo  of  the  more  enntly  articles  oC 
military  equipment,  such  aa  cannon  and  unail 
arma^  but  to  render  them  aeconntable  for  every 
cartridge,  flint,  and  aerew ;  and  if  the  perfecting 
of  this  system  will  incur  a  direct  expcaaee  to  the 
country  of  a  few  thousand  deliaiB,  it  is  reduoed 
to  an -absolute  certainty  that  it  will  prove  nlti^ 
mately  of  a  great  saving^  piobnMy  in  a  more  than 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  expenae.  In  vein,  anid  Mr.  J^ 
shall  laige  sums  of  money  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  ordnance  stores,  qvnrtermasten^ 
stores,  comnuasary  stores,  and  medienl  stores, 
unless  this  property  shall  he  preserved  uninjured, 
and  applied  exclnsively  to  the  pvhiie  aervioB. 
Many  thousands  of  dollara,  dorinf  the  late  war. 
and  even  before  thnt  period,  were  lost,  foreva 
lost  to  the  nation,  for  want  of  tUs  systeaa. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  anid  Mr.  J., 
has  ex|»ressad  an  anxiety  to  know  why  we  retain 
in  service  such  a  large  proportion  ef  eflkers,  far 
the  military  peace  establishment,  ommpnied  witk 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  army  ?  In  rednaing  tke 
war  te  Ihe  peace  establishment,  it  will  be  teaol* 
iected  that  we  retained  only  the  naaal  namber  of 
officers  10  eachoompany,  battaMon,ajnd  rcf  iment, 
and  it  is  not  known  that  any  sttpemvmernries  aic 
retained*  Bxperience  has  polnied  ont  n  ceriaia 
oiganiaation,  in  which  no  radical  change  hM  heea 
introduced;  no  increase  of  efiieera  ef  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  armv  has  taken  plans.  The  atafif 
is  independent  of  tne  rnnk  nnd  fil^  and  akookl 
always  be  ao  organiaed  as  that  a  war  wnnld  effieet 
no  derangement  or  embarrasamettt  in  tke  system. 
The  experience  and  extensive  knowledge  of  that 
gentleman,  anon  a  moment's  refleetioni  will  sag* 
gest  to  him  that  the  staff  of  the  army  must  be 
more  extensive  in  iu  afmngement  tiinn  the  mere 
rank  and  file*  It  must  embrace  the  vest  extent 
of  ear  maritime  aad  territorial  limits,  which  now 
extend  from  Maine  to  Orleans,  from  Orlenns  to 
St.  Peters,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  near  the  fsUs 
of  St  Anthony.  Mackinac,  and  Oreen  Bay,  in 
the  North,  and  from  Boston  to  the  Yellow  Stone, 
nearly  two  thousand  miles  up  the  Missouri*    This 
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TUt  frontier  w  oiccntrilf  «nbrset4  bf  (be  aili- 
tavy  de|MrtBM»t  of  the  OoTemnent;  and  suob 
potts  hareiMsaaod  are  about  to  be  estabUabed  at 
wjli  moi  oaiy  secore  lu  from  iafaftioa  and  preda- 
tory ioeimioiM,  bat  wbicb  gi?e  praotioal  deonoa- 
sttatioB  of  the  power  and  utility  of  the  War  De- 
partoMOt,  under  judieioas  and  faithful  manage- 
meot.  It  was  opoa  this  priaoiple  that  the  United 
States  retained  ten  thoosand  SMn,  rank  and  file. 
inde]pende»t  of  the  staff  of  the  armyj  the  geaeFal 
stafl^tbe  oedaaoce  department,  the  eagineets,  the 
natiooai  armories,  and  the  miMtary  academy. 
The  dntiea  of  the  staff  embrace  also  the  prepara- 
tions nuMle  ia  time  of  peace,  for  defence,  in  per- 
manent wofhs,  fortaficatioBS,  aieeaals)  magazines, 
and  military  stores  of  all  descriptions,  in  every 
part  of  this  vast  and  growing  RepailkS)  and  a 
sudden  increase  of  our  military  force  to  fitty  or  a 
hundred  thousaad  men  would  require  no  other 
iacrease  of  the  staff  of  the  army  than  snch  offi« 
eer3  as  would  be  attached  to  each  corps  for  the 
doties  at  the  oamp  and  the  field.  Without  this 
general  and  permaaentstafi|  we  should  experieaee 
great  disorder,  even  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in  the 
eveai  of  war,  complete  deeaogeiaeiu  and  cob- 
fusion. 

The  fifst  section  of  the  biU  provides,  said  Mr* 
Jf  for  aa  iacrease  of  the  ntuoiber  of  officers  of  the 
engineer  eorps^  and  places  them  upoa  an  equality 
with  those  ot  the  ordnai»ce  department.  The 
utility  of  this  measure  will  appear  obvious  to  the 
Committee,  if  gentlemen  will  take  into  consider* 
ation  the  Taat  importance  of  that  corps,  their  la- 
borious serrices,  and  the  benefit  derived  to  the 
country  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  d«- 
ties.  It  nMM  always  be  composed  of  scientific 
offiiceis»  Their  duty  embraces  a  military  survey 
oi  the  whole  United  States.  No  aation  should 
be  destitute  of  the  most  intimate  knowledge  of  its 
own  territory,  iu  vulnerable  points,  its  streog- 
holdsy  and  everything  necessary  to  prepare  it  for 
defence  in  ewry  quarter ;  and  no  nation  can  pos- 
sess this  knowledge  in  such  a  degree  as  to  be  able 
at  all  times  to  make  the  most  advantngeous  «r* 
rangemeiua,  without  an  able  and  well  organized 
engineer  corps*  They  have  been  ad  vanU|^iisly 
cmplojed  for  miUe  ume  past  in  sat veyiag  the 
seaboard,  aad  are  now  estending.  their  views  to 
the  riTera  and  lakes }  and  it  is  eoateoMlated  to 
employ  them  upon  the  waters  of  our  Western 
frontier,  where  their  services  are  highly  impor- 
tant at  the  present  time.  But  the  present  number 
is  iband  quiu  inadequate  to  the  duties  required. 
Tke  pvoepect  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  to  the 
countiy  frem  their  services  is  truly  flatiering,  if 
this  proTiaion  of  this  bill  shall  meet  the  sanctioa 
of  the  Ijegislatnre.  In  addition  to  the  military 
advantagas  which  constitute  the  leading  object 
of  ihm  measnie,  they  will  furnish  information  to 
tbo  civil  depaitment,  for  roads,  canals,  bridges, 
aod  ancb  other  improvements  as  shall  become 
ot^eoca  of  public  attention,  either  to  the  Qeneral 
Gk>veramont  or  to  Suite  authorities.  Their  dis- 
eoFerios  will  tend  to  disclose  the  h«lden  treasures 
of  the  New  World.  Their  researches  will  ad- 
vance t  Jie  knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of  the 


United  States ;  give  us  a  aaore  exteaaave  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  geography  of  our  own  country, 
which  11  yet  in  iu  infaaey,  and  conttnue  to  extend 
this  useful  and  necessary  braaoh  of  knowledgiSi 
till  we  become  familiarly  acqimiikted  with  uia 
regions  of  the  Rocky  Hooacauis,  in  the  wilder- 
ness oi  the  West.  Wi^le  thus  eariohing  the  na- 
tion with  the  knowledge  of  its  own  teriitorimi 
their  services  will  prove  essentially  beneficial,  in 
poiatioff  out  from  time  to  time  the  most  suitable 
points  lor  military  establishments,  to  secure  ue 
tirom  the  infioenee  of  foreign  emissaries  upon  the 
Indiaa  tribes  within  our  limits,  to  protect  from 
depredation  our  frontier  settkmenta,  so  rapidly 
extending  by  clouds  of  emigranu  from  the  over- 
flowing States  of  New  England,  who  seek  in  the 
Western  wilderness  comfortable  abodes  for  them- 
selves  and  their  posterity. 

The  modification  proposed  by  the  bill  in  the 
QfUartermaster's  departmeat,  is  to  increase  the 
niMnber  of  deputy  quartermasters  general,  from 
two  to  six,  with  the  rank  and  emolument  of  ma- 
jors of  infantry  ;  and  to  reduce  cheaesistants  from 
sixteen  to  twelve,  whose  tank  aad  pny  are  equal 
to  that  of  captaias  ia  the  in£uitry.  This  will 
cause  a  small  iacrease  of  direct  expense  to  what 
is  now  incurred  under  the  presttnt  system^  but 
will  stili  fall  very  far  below  the  expense  incurred 
wuder  the  foraaer  system*  Before  the  present  ar- 
rangopMBt.  the  annual  espensa  of  this  ooi^  waa 
27,096  dolkrs  t  under  the  preseat  systea^  it  ia 
only  13,068  dollars,  and  with  the  proposed  modi- 
fication it  will  not  exceed  17,000  dolaus.  Exfa- 
rienee  has  suggested  the  necemity  of  this  modifi- 
cation. In  the  important  branch  of  public  ex* 
penditure  confided  to  this  department,  the  inier* 
est  of  the  nation  requires  that  men  of  eanacity 
and  experience  in  business  should  be  employed  j 
ai^  it  is  found  that  the  mere  pay  and  emofuments 
of  a  captain  are  not  sufficient  inducements,  to 
command  the  services  of  each  men  as  ought  to 
be  employed  at  the  most  important  points^  on 
whom  such  high  responsibility  devolves,  and  on 
whose  ability  so  much  depends* 

The  bill,  said  Mr.  J.,  goes  to  provide  a  direct 
increase  or  pay  to  the  medical  staff  |  the  necessity 
of  which  is  aiso  founded  upon  experieaRse*  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  touch  upon  the  importance 
to  the  whole  army  of  this  branch,  aad  the  utility 
of  its  commanding  the  service  of  scientific  and 
skilful  practitioaers.  Unless  som^  farther  in- 
ducements shall  be  held  iforth.  to  retain  in  the 
service  such  men  of  the  medical  profession  as  ate 
calculated  for  real  usefulness,  the  army  will  be 
continually  suffering  from  restgaatioas  and 
changes  or  the  most  injurious  kind.  The  present 
system  is  calculated  to  prevent  uataught,  pre* 
leaded  physicians  from  obtaining  appoinunents ; 
but  the  compensation  allowed  is  not  sufficient  to 
invite  their  continoancei  after  a  sufficieat  expe- 
rience to  enable  them  to  pursue  a  private  practice 
to  advantage.  It  is  well  known  that  the  most 
learned  of  that  highly  respectable  profession  re- 
quire a  series  of  practice  to  render  them  higfhly 
useful,  either  in  the  army  or  to  the  community  ; 
and,  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  eompensa- 
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tioo,  resi^atiom  are  beeome  so  frequent  that  it 
seems  as  if  the  army  were  oalf  designed  for  the 
first  school  of  experience,  and  with  no  other  ben- 
efit than  to  sttpply  the  eoantrjr  with  a  safficient 
number  of  experienced  practitioners  in  medicine 
and  surgery.  The  health  of  the  army  is  ritally 
important  to  all  its  objects ;  and  it  is  but  just  to 
the  soldier,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  country, 
that  the  medical  department  should  be  well  ar- 
ranged and  well  supplied.  To  induce  a  contin- 
uance  in  the  serrice,  after  qualified  by  experience 
for  greater  usefulness,  it  is  now  proposed  to  allow 
a  small  increase  of  pay  after  a  certain  period  of 
fiiithful  service ;  which  increase  will  be  of  no 
considerable  account  to  the  United  States,  but 
will  probablj  prove  an  eventual  saving  of  many 
thousands  or  dollars  beyond  the  direct  amount  of 
expense.  The  frequent  resignations  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  medical  stafi"  have  rendered  it 
necessary  often  to  employ  citizen  physicians, 
involving  an  expense  considerably  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  additional  pay  now  proposed ;  so 
that  it  is  confidently  believed  the  proposed  modi- 
fication unites  the  most  perfect  economy  with  the 
best  service  to  the  country.  Other  parts  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  J.  said,  would  scarcelv  need  explanation, 
and  he  would  not  detain  the  Committee  bv  going 
OTer  them ;  but,  if  any  gentleman  shoula  desire 
it,  when  they  were  taken  up  by  sections  he  would 
willingly  give  any  information  within  his  power. 
The  leading  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  /.,  is  to 
combine  economy  with  utility,  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent,  so  that  one  shall  not  overpower 
the  other ;  but  that  both  may  harmonize  in  the 
advancement  of  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
nation* 

Mr.  Colston,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  examine  into  the  practi- 
cability of  eflfecting  some  reduction  in  the  Staff 
of  the  Army.  He  acknowledged  that  an  increase 
might  be  necessary  in  some  of  the  departments 
of  the  Army,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  cor- 
respondent reduction  in  others  could  and  ought 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Harbison,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  views 
which  Mr.  Johnson  had  taken  of  the  bill,  and 
elucidated,  by  various  facts  and  arguments,  the 
expediency  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Desha  acknowledged  that  he  had  been 
rather  inattentive  to  the  principles  of  the  bill,  but 
when  he  heard  his  colleague  (Mr.  Johnson)  say 
that  it  was  calculated  to  economize,  the  expres- 
sion roused  him — believing  that  that  gentleman, 
in  consequence  of  his  extreme  liberality  in  rela- 
tion to  the  military,  (arising  from  the  natural 
goodness  of  his  heart,)  had  measurably  laid  aside 
the  word  economy.  He  therefore  had  requested 
time  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the  bill  more 
particularly,  and  he  now,  without  hesitatiod,  pro- 
nounced the  substance  of  every  section  of  the  bill 
to  be  the  reverse  of  economy.  Mr.  D.  said  he 
would  go  through  the  bill  section  by  section,  ex- 
amine its  provisions,  and  attend  to  their  bearings ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  could  convince  the 
House  that  it  ought  not  to  pass.    The  first  sec- 


tion related  to  the  corps  of  engineers;  the  corps 
as  it  now  stands  consisted,  he  beiiered,  of  twenty- 
two  officers,  that  is,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenaat- 
cdonel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  six  first  ai^ 
six  second  lieutenants.  The  duty  of  the  engi- 
neers is  to  fix  on  eligible  sites  for  erecting  batte- 
ries, or  fortifications,  direct  their  eonstruetioa, 
and  to  direct  the  artillery ;  he  knew  it  was  import- 
ant to  have  skilful  engineers,  and  it  is  acknowl- 
edged the  present  engineers  were  of  that  charac- 
ter, and  he  believed  the  number  amply  suffieieuL 
He  contended  that  batteries  or  fortifications  was 
not  the  defence  we  rely  on ;  you  mast  reiy  for 
defence  on  the  yeomanrv  of  the  country,  it  u 
their  activity  and  zeal  in  tne  cause  of  liberty,  that 
will  deter  foreign  despots  from  attacking  you,  or 
encroaching  on  your  rights ;  yet  a  few  fortifica- 
tions may  be  necessary,  and  how  many  will  yoa 
want. to  erect  in  a  season,  certainly  not  more  than 
five  or  six ;  one  skilful  engineer  will  only  be  want- 
ing to  fix  on  the  site  of  a  fortification,  and  soper- 
intend  its  construction.  Ton  will  want,  perhaps, 
three  or  four  topographical  engineers  to  be  en- 
gaged in  surveying  and  examining  your  coasts  an4 
waters ;  then  you  still  may  have  about  one  half  on 
furlough,  independent  of  the  number  necessary  to 
superintend  the  Militarjr  Academy.  Ton  coa- 
template  by  this  bill,  adding  fourteen  to  the  pres- 
ent number;  that  is,  one  brigadier  general,  oae 
lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  two  captains,  foat 
first  and  four  second  lieutenants.  And  what  do 
you  want  with  a  brigadier  general  to  command 
thirty-five  men  dispersed  over  the  eonntryyas  tbey 
must  be,  if  they  are  employed  in  the  line  of  their 
duty?  In  addition  to  this,  the  bill  contemptetet 
giving  to  the  corps  the  same  pay  and  emolnments 
that  you  give  the  corps  of  ordnance,  which  a 
raising  the  pay  nearly  one-fourth.  This  is  eeoa- 
omizing  with  a  ven^ance  to  it ! 

The  second  section  contemplates  organizing 
the  corps  of  heavy  artillery  into  regiments,  in- 
stead of  battalions,  as  it  now  stands.  He  recol- 
lected the  argumenu  in  favor  of  forming  (he  ar- 
tillery into  tattalions  were,  that  in  consequence 
of  their  being  dispersed  over  the  country,  so  that 
there  would  not  be  even  a  majoHs  command  at 
any  one  pcintj  there  was  no  necessity  of  forming 
them  into  regiments;  will  not  the  same  reason 
hold  good  now ;  are  they  not  more  disperM«f  aoir, 
than  they  were  at  the  time  of  their  oigtntzatiom 
into  battalions?  They  certainly  are;  becaase 
vour  posts  have  been  increased,  you  scarcely  wrili 
have  at  any  one  post  more  than  a  ctpttio's  com* 
maud :  then,  he  asked,  where  is  the  necessity  of 
reorganizing  them  into  regiments,  unleBs  it  ia  to 
make  room  for  more  officers,  and  that  of  a  hi|pb« 
grade  ?  The  bill  contemplates  adding  four  colo* 
nels  to  the  corps.  Tou  have  now  in  the  corps  of 
heavy  artillery,  agreeable  to  the  last  Army  Regis- 
ter, four  lieutenant  colonels^  four  majois,  thirty 
captains,  thirty-two  first  lieutenants,  sixty-foor 
second  lieutenants,  and  fifteen  third  lieutenants^ 
making  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  officers.  Is 
not  this  number  amply  sufficient?  He  tboQght 
more  than  sufficient :  but  now  you  are  aboai  to 
add  more  officers  of  a  higher  grade,  and  we  are 
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told  thii  is  Mooomiziag.  He  sud,  bf  tbu  kkMl 
of  economj  tiio  peoplo  would  iooB  ha?o  emptj 
poekeu. 

Tb§  ihiid  MciioD  relates  to  the  Q^tterternaeter's 
depercmeac,  and  perhaps  is  as  little  objeetionable 
u  any  jiart  of  the  bill ;  but  this  "is  so  far  from  go- 
ing 00  the  priQciples  of  economy,  that  it  raises 
the  j»y  of  all  the  officers  attached  to  the  depart- 
ment nearly,  ooe-foorth  higher  than  it  is  at  prea* 
eat— by  nalciBg  the  pay  and  emoiaments  oi  the 
offieen  of  the  corps  the  same  as  the  officers  of  the 
corps  of  ordnaoce  of  equal  grade*  As  the  law 
now  fcmdi^officersof  the  armjr  ere  bonnd  to  make 
it  appear  that  they  actaaily  kept  the  serrants 
they  are  allowed  in  service,  before  they  could  re- 
ceive pay  for  themi;  but,  by  the  fourth  section  of 
this  bul,  they  are  not  bound  to  giTc  a  certificate, 
cooscqoeaily  it  is  now  considered  as  an  emc^- 
meni  attached  to  office.  According  to  existing 
reguJatioosy  a  major  general  is  entitled  to  four 
serraou,  aod  a  bri^dier  to  three;  if  this  bill 
passes,  one  serTaat  will  probably  be  kepi  by  each; 
then  you  add  twenty-four  dollars  to  the  ppT  of 
the  major  geaeral  aiid  sixteen  to  the  brigftaier* 
Agreeable  to  the  existing  law,  officers  who  exer- 
cise their  fuctions  on  horseback,  are  entitled 
to  a  certain  namber  of  horses,  according  to 
srade,  and  are  allowed  eight  dollars  per  month 
tor  fonge  ibr  each  horse,  bat  gets  pay  for  none 
only  those  he  actoally  keeps  to  service,  and  is 
IwQod  to  certify  to  the  nnmher  kept.  Agreeable 
to  this  section,  the  officer  is  not  to  certify  to  the 
OQffiber  of  horsea  actnally  kept  in  service,  which 
is  also  to  be  considered  as  an  emolument  attach- 
ed to  office.  Agreeable  to  existing  regtilations, 
a  major  general  is  allowed  seven  horses,  a  briga- 
dier general  five,  a  colonel  foar,  and  other  officers 
according  to  grade;  neither  of  thoee  officers  will 
require  more  than  two  horses  in  time  of  peace— 
then  there  is  thirty  dollars  more  added  to  the  niy 
of  the  major  general ;  this,  with  the  twenty-tour 
ia  the  case  of  the  servants,  makes  fifty-four  dol- 
lars per  month;  add  this  to  the  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, bis  monthly  pay,  and  it  makes  two  hundred 
and  &fiy-foni  dollars  per  month— and  so  on  to 
other  offices,  aceording  to  grade,  and  still  my 
eoiieagoe  says  this  bill  is  economizing. 

The  fifth  section  relates  to  the  Commissary's 
department.  1  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  last  session,  not  that  I  was  pleased 
with  the  contract  system,  as  I  knew  it  had  de- 
lects, but  I  believed  it  might  hare  been  so  amead- 
ed  as  to  have  been  a  cheaper  mode  of  supplying 
the  Army,  and  equally  safe  as  to  certainty  of 
luppUes  in  time  of  peace,  than  the  one  adopted ; 
which,  It  ap^rs,  as  1  anticipated,  will  not  an- 
swer well  withont  bolstering,  but  as  it  is  shortly 
to  go  into  operation,  I  am  willing  that  it  should 
have  the  necessary  props,  if  they  are  not  of  too 
expensive  a  character,  agreeable  to  the  law  as 
It  suods,  excluiife  of  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  President  of  the  United  States  has 
the  power  of  appointing  as  many  assistant  com- 
missaries as  he  may  think  proper,  who  are  to  be 
^ken  from  thesabalterns  of  the  lio^  with  twenty 
dollars  per  month  addition  to  their  p«y  ia  the 


line.  This  bill  coalcnaplatCB  appoisling,  in  «d* 
dition  to  the  officers  now  authorized,  two  deputy 
commissaries,  with  the  brevet  rank,  and  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  majors  of  ordnance^  and  ai* 
lowing  the  numerous  assistants  that  will  neoea- 
sarily  be  wanting,  to  be  taken  from  the  citizena, 
with  the  pay  of  fift^  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  per  dav  which  makes  the  pay  equal  te 
sixty-two  dollars  per  month.  He  believed  the 
system  at  first  to  be  an  expensive  and  improvi- 
dent one,  and  he  had  yet  seen  no  cause  to  change 
his  opinion.  If  this  is  adopted,  it  will  be  abim^ 
antly  more  expensive ;  yet  we  are  told  that  the 
whole  bill  goes  on  the  principles  of  economy; 
aod  in  nddition  to  the  officers  he  had  mentioned, 
the  head  of  the  department  is  te  be  a  brigadier 
instead  of  a  colonel. 

The  sixth  section  relates  te  the  surgeons  of  the 
Army.  A  regimental  surgeon  is  now  allowed 
forty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  three  ratioBs 

Bit  day,  e^ual  to  sixty-three  doliara  per  month, 
y  this  bill  they  are  to  have  fifty  oollars  per 
month,  and  four  rations  per  day,  eqoal  to  seventy- 
four  dollars  per  month.  A  regimental  surgeon's 
mate  is  now  allowed  thirty  dollars  per  month 
and  two  rations  per  day.  equal  to- forty-two  dol- 
lars per  month.  Agreeaole  to  this  bill  they  me 
to  have  forty  dollars  per  month  and  three  rations 
per  day,  equal  to  fifty-eiarht  dollars  per  month. 
A  poet  surgeon  is  now  allowed  forty  dollars  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day,  eqiuu  to  fifty-two 
dollars  per  month.  And  agreeable  to  this  bill 
they  are  to  be  allowed  forty-five  dollars  per 
month  and  three  rations  per  day,  equal  to  sixty- 
three  dollars  per  month.  If  the  pay  of  the  sur- 
geons is  too  low,. let  it  be  raised  openly,  and  not 
in  tttis  indirect  way.  If  we  act  correctly,  praise 
will  be  our  reward  instead  of  censure.  The  peo- 
ple, who  are  virtually  the  governors  in  this  coun- 
try, ought  to  know  what  we  are  about.  If  the 
Ky  is  too  low,  let  us  say  so,  and  mise  it  openly ; 
t  indeed  gentlemen,  who  were  favorable  to- 
raising  their  own  pay,  cannot,  in  justice,  refuse 
to  raise  the  officers^  pay,  because  the  same  diffi- 
culty attaches  to  them  that  did  to  us— 4he  depre- 
ciation of  paper  money;  but  whatever  is  done, 
ought  to  be  done  openly,  and  not  by  way  of  side- 
wing.  We  now  come  to  a  part  of  the  section 
that  looks  a  little  singular  indeed.  We  are  afmid 
to  trust  thb  subject  with  subsequent  Congresses, 
but  underiake  to  provide  for  this  class  of  officers 
as  long  ns  their  live.  Does  it  not  show  a  great 
degree  of  vanity  or  arrogance  in  us  -to  pass  a 
provision  of  this  kindl  That  each  r^imentnl 
surgeon  and  surgeon's  mate,  dbc..  shall  have  an 
additionnl  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  month 
and  one  ration  per  day  at  the  expiration  of  the 
period  of  every  three  years,  which  is  an  addition 
of  deven  doliara  per  nmnth ;  but  lest  it  should  be 
thought  we  vrere  running  wild,  a  proviso  is  added, 
that  m  no  case  shall  the  pay  and  emoloments  of 
an  assistant  surgeon  general  exceed  those  of  a 
colonel  of  ordnance,  which  is  aboot  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  dollars  per  month;  those  of  a 
regimentnl  surgeon,  of  a  colonel  of  infantry, 
which  is  about  one  nnndrad  and  Ibity^eeven  dcA- 
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ItiB  per  j&OBtb ;  thot^  of  a  fM«t  aomoii,  oTa  li 
Msaat  oalond  of  iDfaniry,  whieb  is  abaat  •oe 
teadred  and  fbnrtaen  doUars  per  mMth;  ami 
tboae  af  a  svrgaoa^  mate^of  a  oiaj<H>  of  inHimlffy, 
wiiieh  18  about  niaety^eaght  doUafs  per  voiitb. 
Here  is  eooaomr  witb  a  veogeaooe  I  Are  veto 
empty  the  peopue't  pockeU)  aad  baakrwvt  the  na- 
tion, in  bemenng  op  the  milkary?  1$  oiery* 
thing  iBthkGoverniiieni  to  bend  to  the  miiltarf  ? 
Tie  eefienth  teetiop  gives  the  Uber^  of  fvenk* 
ing  to  tfaf  engineer,  quartenaaster,  otdnaiMse, 
oomflftisiary  of  soW^tcnee,  and  medioai  dtpe? t* 
meats,  and  giv«e  each  of  the  heads  of  tbctn  two 
devks  with  the  same  mlariet  that  aee  ailoipiedto 
the  two  ckrka  ia  the  adfataat  aad  rasMotor  gen- 
eial's  ofiee.  Hem  yoo  have  a  ooamer  of  sep- 
arate departments  to  which  you  aciaeh  hig4i  pay 
and  privilfgea,  as  wefti  as  elerks  to  do  all  the 
kbof,  leaving  only  the  responsibility'  tothe- heads, 
and  yet  weare  md  this  is  all  for  the  pm^pose  of 
eti— iomiadag. 

Althoagh  iba  eighth  and  last  section  has  tm- 
tber  an  tntmaeat  uppeamaoe^  it  isestiamekf  vis- 
ebimroos  in  its  operation.    Itasaigneeae  of  the 
eofaaitema  as  a  aoadttotor  to  each  regiment  of 
tnfantty,  mith  an  addition  of  tea  doMars  per 
moath  to  his  pay  in  the  line^    Tbo  addiiionai 
.•pay  is  ao  object ;  hot  his  doty  is  to  reeeipt  aad 
AceottBtfor all  ammanitioo, impieflamitajtaad  atl 
military  stores  famished  the  regioaeat    By  this 
•rtattiation  yoo  take  the  rmpoasibitity  from  the 
eoloael  of  tha  regiment,  and  place  it  o«  a  sabal- 
tern  officer.  It  is  now  the  eoloaePs  dotv  to  attend 
%o  this  bnaiAesa)  he  is  also  reapoosiole  for  the 
whole ;  yon  by  this  regniatioa  not  only  relieve 
Jum  from  the  labor,  but  from  the  responsibility. 
Can  this  condaee  to  the  welfare  of  the  sep?iee  ? 
He  apprehmded  aoL    Mr.  D.  said  he  had  gone 
throni^  the  bill;  ia  doin^  whieh,  his  object  was 
.  to  show  its  different  bearingsj  gentlemen  wonld 
judge  whether  it  is  ealcnkted  to  eooaomize  or 
•  not;  for  his  paH,  he  thouaht  it  aa  extravagant 
and  oKpensiTe  measure,    ft  is  ealeulated  to  raise 
indirectly  th.e  pay  of  officers  considerably,  whioh, 
if  necessary,  let  it  be  done  openly,  that  the  peo- 
ple can  tmderstand  it.  It  is  calculaied  to  iaetease 
your  stsff  coasidembty.  which  is  aaoeeesssry,  as 
we  have  already  the  laigest  staff  in  the  world, 
aeeocding  to  the  number  of  the  Army.    Our 
Peace  Baublishaaent  is  but  ten  thouand  men, 
aad  we  have  a  staff  snffieieailj  numerous  for 
mie  hjDDdred  thousand  pMU.    It  removes  fcspon- 
sibility  from  high  officers,  where  it  ought  to  cost, 
aad  plaoes  it  oa  suhordinate  offieevs,  which  eaa- 
aot  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  any  corps,  aad,  in- 
stead of  its  being  calenlated  to  ecoaomiae,  it  will 
prove  extravagant  throughout.    We  have  now 
the  most  expensive  army  in  the  world  according 
to  its  sixe.    To  think  of  ten  thousaad  aaeu  cost- 
ing annually  about  six  millions  of  doHats:  ia  it 
not  alarming?  and  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill 

Son  increase  the  expense  considerably.  The 
leemury  of  the  Treasury  has  told  yon  that  we 
wiU  shortly  have  to  resort  to  loans  or  internal 
taxes  to  meet  the  demands.  This  would  not  be 
a  deainbto  smte  of  things}  had  we  not  better 


recreaeh'  onr  expenses,  ia  order  to  ward  tiff  Ms 
diffieidty,  thaa  to  adopt  a  bill  caleutaaed  to  i»- 
crease  expenses? 

Thequestioawas then  taken  on  striking  oot  the 
first  seetioo  of  the  bill,  and  decided  ia  tbe-affian- 
ative*-*7a  lo  58. .' 

The  Commitiee  thea  rose. 

ii^.  Maaoia,  of  Virginia,  expressed- his desife 
that  the  further  oonsNteratiou  of  this  subject 
should  be  delayed  uatii  the  House  shouldittve 
reoetved  the  toformatioa  it  had  mdledfer,  of  the 
strength,  4te.  of  the  Af  my ;  aad, 

Oa  motion  of  iir^  JoHiteoir,  of  Eeaaeeity,  the 
bill  was  ofdered  to  lie  on  the  ttble. 
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WnomuaaT,  Jaanary  ilk 

Mr.  R«sa  reported  a  bill  to  provide  ier  the 
payaaentef  the  pensions  of  persons  tuder^oardi- 
anshtp  to  their  gucHrdlans,  wltich  was  read  4 wioe, 
and  ordered  to  he  oo  the  table. 

Mt^,  RoBBamow,  from  the  Ctemmtttee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  ea  the  feti- 
tioa of  Nicholas  Jairott.  whieh  wss  read;  when 
Mr.  E«  reported  a  hill  tor  the  relief  of  aba  said 
Ifieholas  Jarrott,  which  was  read  twtee^  and  com- 
mitted' to  the  Committee  of  the  Wboie^  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  eooftrming  eertnin  claims 
to  land  in  fhe  Territory  of  IlllaoiB. 

Mr.  MtonLXTOtr,  from  the  committee  en  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
theiUieit  introduction  of  slaves  into  tlmlJeiied 
Slates,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  actt,  pro- 
hibiting the  slave  trade ;  which  wna  read  twice, 
and  oommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  oommitied  the  report  made  at  the  last 
s«isien  upon  the  subject  of  the  coloninatien  of 
the  free  people  of  color. 

The  Committee  last  mentioned  wero^aoharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pet^tioo  of 
^  The  New  York  Sooiety  for  promoting  the  Maa- 
umtsaion  of  Slaves,  aad  protecting  soah  of  then 
as  have  been  or  may  be  liberaled,'*  and  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Commiltee  oa  PcreigB 
A&irs. 

Co  motioa  of  Mr.  PmnALL,  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs  were  iostrBcted  to  ia^re  iato 
the  expediency  of  allowin|r  a  Itoher  time  to  the 

Juardiansof  the  minor  children  of  deceased  sol- 
iers,  to  relinquish  their  claims  to  bouaiy  lands 
for  five  year^'  half  pay.  as  provided  by  Iheeeeond 
section  of  the  act,  entitled '^An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  militavy  services  dnrinc  the 
into  war,  aad  for  other  purpceea,"  approved  the 
16th  of  April,  1816. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  CnowuLL,  the  Commitiee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  iaq«ire  iato 
the  expediency  of  anthoriaing  (^  law  the  Ineadir 
diiefe  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  IndiniM  to  sefi 
to  the  United  States  all  their  right  and  claiot  to 
such  lands  as  have  or  may  be  reeerved  aad  k>- 
catcd  for  them  in  the  Alabama  Territorf ,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  first  article  of  the  weaty  of  the  9th 
of  Auaust,  1814,  making  the  reservation,  aad  the 
law  or  Congress  authorizing  the  location. 

Oa  oMtioB  of  Mr.  Haanioc,  the  Committee 
on  Beadannd  Canals  were  insMctad  ao  inquire 
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into  tbe  cspaiMcy  of  prondiair  ^  law  £nr  tkt 
appotttcvoit  flf  comnMiioBaii  lo  mimesf,  lay  fim, 
and  narka  r^ad  fiooi  ihe  w«M  baokof  ihe  Okia 
river,  opaouta  tlw  poiat  wkcra  tbe  Canberlaad 
road  strikes  the  same,  through  St.  ClairsTiUe  to 
Colanbas;  fron  thaaoe  to  ike  wastam  Hud  of 
Ihe  Stale  of  Ohio,  m  a  diftotioa  to  Bl  Loals,  in 
the  Territoty  of  Miasoaii* 

A  mcwiga  from  tka  Seoate  iaforoMd  the  Hoaae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  biM,  eatitkd  ^Au 
act  for  Ike  reliaf  of  Doefar  Maarafo  Ball''  with 
an  ameadnieBi.  They  hare  nhto  passed  a  bill, 
mil  Jed  '^An  act  farther  to  sQspend,  far  a  ikniicd 
tine,  tka  aalo  or  fiDrfUtore  or  lands,  far  fukira 
in  eompkting  the  paynwat  thapeaa  f  m  wkiek 
amendnMBt  and  bul  tkey  ask  tka  aancniianae  of 
ihis  Hcmt- 

Tka  anMBdmcnt  of  the  Saaatetoika  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Doctor  Matimm  Ball  was  read,  aad 
coneoircd  in  by  ihafiaaw*. 

Tbe  bill  fsom  Ike  SanateiaotMed  <<Aaaei  iiir- 
Iker  to  anaandi  te  a'lfmiied  iibm,  the  aila  at  for- 
festaie  of  iands,  for  foMore  ki  anaipitlkii  tke 

laad  the.  fiiat  and 
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inae,  and  lafeirad  to  tha  OonuMttae  an  tka  Pab- 
lia  Laada. 

Tke  biit  Iran  tka  Sanata  to  enable  Ike  peofAe 
of  tbe  Alnlnana  Territory  to  form  a  Slate  gor- 
emnMtti,  wmb  twice  rend  and  eooMiilted. 

Tbe  eanrossad  bill  fet  tke  tattaf  of  Adam 
fijailey,  'nioams  French,  and  Gknrles  L.  Leon- 
ard, was  read  tbe  third  time^  pu>ad)  and/sent  to 
the  Seaaio  for  eonentveaee. 

Tke  fatii  for  the  relief  of  Benjamni  Poole;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  keits  of  Thomas  Tomer, 
deeeased  ;  and  tke  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Henry 
Daris,  severally  passed  tbrongb  Coesmiltees  of 
the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  bo  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  aotborizing  the  paymaat  of  a  sam  of 
noney  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  gnnboats  H9 
and  154,  was  taken  op  in  Comauttee)  the  blank 
filled  with  t5,488,  and  the  bill  ordered  by  the 
House  to  be  engrossed. 

Thie  Hoase  then  wem  into  Committee  of  the 
Wkole  oo  the  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Keoxie  and 
Forsyth.  The  bill  provides  payment  for  a  onm- 
ber  of  horses  aad  moles  whieb  had  beeo  em- 1 
ployed  bf  tbe  garrison  at  Fort  Dearborn,  to  re* 
asore  their  baggage  and  sappl^saiuhe  limoof 
the  eraenation. 

Mr.  SooTT  mored  an  amendment  lo  prortde 
naymcnc  for  a  f aaatiiy  of  whisker  and  powder, 
belonging  to  indiradiuis,  destrof  ed  with  the  fort. 
This^  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rioa 
nnd  Sroaaa,  aad  advocated  by  Mr.  Soorr.  The 
aoaeiidment  was  rejected,  and  (be  ori|^nal  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Commiuee  proceeded  to  take  op  the  bill 
for  the  rdief  ef  John  B.  C.  Laeas  and  Clement 
0.  Penrose  (tllswtng  them  additional  compensa- 
tion aa  land  conunissionera  in  Lonisiana.) 

ThiM  bill  crested  abo  considerable  discossion ; 
nffer  which  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
blUa  to  the  Hoqse;  the  former  of  whieb  was 
ordared  to  be  eogrossed  for  a  third  reading;  aad 


tka  latter,  after  mnek  additional  diacnsaian  of  ttt 
ments,  was  tndaftnitely  poeipaned. 

Mi^  SnaanaHT  preaented  a  petition  of  Isenc 
W.  Norris,  administraiar  of  Joseph  Snoimerl, 
Into  of  the  city  of  Pkiladelphia,  praying  to  be 
allowed  aad  paid  the  drawback  on  a  qoantlty  of 
merohandise,  exported  in  tbe  year  181^^  by  Ike 
Inte  ftrm  of  Somaeri  and  Brown,  which  u  witk- 
hdd,  in  otmaeqoenoe  of  ibeir  not  taking  tke 
necessary  oaths  wiikitt  Ihe  time  prsaeribed  by 
law,  owing  la  a  mismke  oa  the  part  of  a  cksrk  in 
tka  co8iom-house.**Referred« 

SALE- or  PUBUC  LOTS  III  WA8HXKGT0N. 

The  Hoose,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Conn,  proceeded 
to  the  aoasidaraiion  of  tke  faiU  rapaned  at  the 
last  eanicn,  caplaBaliany  of  the  act  for  the  sale 
of  aarlain  paklic  kMa  in  tha  City  of  Washiagten, 
[antkoriking  ika  sala  of  the  o]ien  space  baiaFaan 
iheeqnan  and  tke  Peuisf  Urania  aranae,  aaaa  to 
extend  the  loireold  to  the  linn!  of  tha  avanim»] 

Thaqncaiion  before  tka  Honse  wacioa  aaa^ 
BJiiikig  in  certnin  amandmenis  lapanad  by  tkf 
select  committee,  not  aficcting  the  objector  tke 
biU,  and  which  were  aananrrad  in. 

Mr.  Cona,  then,  snccinady  espkunad  the  ob-. 
jcct  aad  tbe  operation  of  tka  mUy  dareUiagkiiefiy 
oa  the  aiility  af  the  ckange  propo9ed»  in  eymne- 
ing  tkeralne  of  the  ground  to  be  aoldf  wttkont 
prodaelng  any  inoonrenienoe  oc  iajinry  la  koMf 
ridoab;  tbe  great  conreatence  which  wonU  ra- 
soitfcom  bru^ag  tbe  imprarements  an  to  the 
line  of  tke  Peansylrania  aTcnoa,  instend  of  di- 
verging therefrom,  as  wnnid  be  tke  ease  withont 
tkis  alteration.  lie  read  tha  coatract  with  tke 
original  nroprietora,  and  argned  to  show  that  the 
coatampiated  ale  would  net  eavtravena  tkat  eon- 
tract;  tkat  tbe  question  involved  in  the  sab,  for 
private  pnppaees,  of  the  public  reservntions  of 

ground  in  Ike  city,  was  settled  by  tha  act  wkich 
ereiofore  passed,  directing  the  sale,  dkc^ 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  oppoeed  Ihe  bill  with 
mack^araestness,  arguing  that  it  would  boa  vto* 
lation  of  the  contract  with  the  ot^iaai  proprie- 
tors; that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  cut 
up  and  sell  these  public  reservations,  tbef  beiaf 
necessary  to  the  neaith,  comfort,  and  conveni- 
ence of  the  citizens,  as  well  as  the  beautv  of  the 
city,  and  were  intended  to  be  keptopen  for  these 
pnrposes.  He  viewed  the  plan  as  originally 
adapted,  in  the  aaiare  of  a  compact  betwaaa  tke 
Qovermnent  aad  tbe  purchasers  ef  lots  in  tke 
city,  which  eouM  not  rightfully  be  depnried  ffoni. 
Be  cautioned  tke  Home  against  the  eibels  of 
intrigues,  which  were  freqnentlv  anrried  on  kj 
individuals^  mereljr  to  improve  tiie  vttlna  of  tkeir 
own  propriety,  or  injure  that  of  others;  rcmaik- 
ing,  that  if  nny  change  were  once  made  in  tha 
plan  of  the  city,  that  half  tha  lime  of  the  Houae 
would  hereafter  be  taken  up  in  attending  to  simi- 
Inr  subjects,  and  illustrated  his  opinions  by  refer- 
ence to  proceedinKs  of  a  like  nature  in  Balti- 
more. He  himself  was  among  the  first  pur- 
chasera  of  lots  in  this  city,  and  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  it.  His  purchases  were  predicated  an 
Ihe  belief  that  tka  plan  of  tha  aiiy  would  never 
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ke  altered.  The  ]ilan  he  tkougfat  the  Oiost  adp 
mirfthle  one  that  was  eyer  laid— one  great  excel* 
lenee  of  whieh  was  the  open  spaces  left  by  the 
publie  reser va lions, ooe  of  wbicn  it  was  now  pro- 

Cised  to  sell,  which  were  so  moch  wanted  in  all 
r^  and  compact  cities,  and  the  great  benefit  of 
which,  Mr.  8.  believed,  would  be  hereaAer  felt 
here,  as  he  had  no  doubt  it  wonid,  in  time,  be- 
come a  great  city,  and  a  place  of  great  business. 
The  original  proprietors,  Mr.  S.  beliered,  had 
entefed  their  protest  against  these  sales,  and  had 
got  the  coart  to  stop  the  sale  under  the  former 
act ;  and  a  court  of  justice,  h®  hoped,  would 
never  permit  Congress,  or  any  other  power,  to 
derive  indiridoals  of  their  ri^nt. 

Mr.  Hbrbbbt  went  into  a  mmnte  ioTestigation 
of  the  subject  to  nroye  (as  well  as  he  could  be 
heard])  that  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ineonsist- 
*  ent  with  the  original  contract  with  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  soil ;  and  he  read  many  documents  to 
esjtaUish  his  arguments.  He  was  in  favor  of 
ench  a  course  as  wouhl  leave  the  original  pro- 
^ecors  at  liberty  to  seek  a  remedy^  in  a  eourt  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Barbohb  wished  the  bill  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  as  some  questions  appeared  to  be  involved 
in  it  which  ought  not  to  be  decided  hastily.  He 
wiahffd  to  give  these  questions  more  reflection ; 
lhoogh,mm  the  hasty  view  be  had  taken  of 
theae  reservations,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they 
-were  intended  for  public  uses ;  and,  though  he 
believed  the  plan  ought  not  to  be  changed,  yet  if 
it  were,  and  these  reservations  were  applied  to 
private  purposes,  it  would  present  a  question  of 
some  dimonlty;  but  in  its  decision,  he  did  not 
think  the  interest  of  the  purchasers  of  lots  en- 
tered into  the  question  at  all,  as  they  bought 
under  the  ordinary  chances  and  contingencies. 
Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied,  that  the  House  had  had  time 
enoughtto  make  up  its  opinion  on  the  subject,  as 
the  bill  had  laid  on  the  table  a  part  of  the  last 
session  and  the  whole  of  the  present,  and, hoped 
it  would  not  again  be  laid  by. 

The  question  was  carried,  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  uble,  by  a  large  majority. 


TanRsoAT,  January  14. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in 
foiee  an  act  further  to  provide  foe  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
pnrposes,''  passed  the  dd  day  of  March,  1817; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  wines,  and  to 
declare  free  of  duty  books  printed  in  foreign 
laaffuages. 

xhe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maaufae- 
tures  were  discharged  from  the  further  iDonsidera- 
tion  of  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expedienGy  of  fixing  a  standard  of  weighu 
and  measures. 

Mr.  BLOOMriBLP  made  a  report  on  the  petition 


of  LieotanaaC  Bartlett  Hinds,  whish  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  rriiaf  <»f  the 
said  Lieutenant  Bartlett  Hinds,  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
WlKde. 

The  Bpsakbr  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  report  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  War.  osade  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  or  this  Hoiise.  of  the  18th  ci  April 
last,  instructing  him  to  report  a  plan  for  the  ap- 
plication of  such  means  as  are  within  the  power 
of  Congress  to  the  purpose  of  opentng  and  cob- 
structiog  such  roads  and  canals  as  nuty  deserrt 
and  require  the  aid  of  Govemmeat,  mth  a  view 
to  military  operations  in  time  of  war ;  and,  aJao, 
a  statement  of  the  works  of  the  natare  above- 
mentioned  which  have  been  commenced,  the 
progress  which  has  been  made,  and  the  means 
anaprosnect  of  their  completion ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoniiaoR,  of  Viigiaia, 

Rmohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Biatee  be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  (oolesa 
the  oommunication  of  the  information  be,  in  hia 
opinion,  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,) 
whether  any  application  has  beat  nude  by  any 
of  the  independent  Governments  in  Soath  Amer- 
ica to  bive  a  Minister  or  Consul  General  accred- 
ited by  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutea,  and 
what  was  the  answer  given  to  such  application. 

Mr.  JoBMBON,  of  Virffinia.  and  Idr.  Sbttlb 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  mid 
resolution  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Commitlee  on  Pensions, 
made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Simmons:  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hub- 
BARO,  and  afler  debate,  the  report  waa  rereiaed, 
and  the  committee  instructed  to  report  a  biU  for 
the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Poole  was  read  a  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  indemnify  Benjamin 
Pool&  an  assistant  assessor  in  one  of  the  eoUee- 
tion  districts  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  amount 
of  a  judgment  given  against  him  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  levied  a  tax  on  the  prop- 
erty of  a  clergyman,  under  sanction  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  attorney  of  the  United  Suie%  of  the 
district  court,  and  of  the  Attorney  Gtenerai,  thnt 
the  real  property  of  oleigymen  was  liable  to  the 
direct  tax.] 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  bill,  pvin* 
cipally  on  the  nature  of  the  judgmeat,  which,  U 
was  contended  by  Mr.  Miu«8  and  oihera,  had 
been  rendered  on  a  case  made  up  without  a  trial 
of  the  facts  by  the  jurv,  in  such  n  manner  sis  to 
authorise  Congress  to  mterfere.  This  objeetioa 
was  answered  by  Messrs.  Claobtt,  LivnmiioRB, 
and  others ;  and  the  bill  passed  without  n  dirisioa. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmiitiu  son- 
dry  pafjers  and  statements,  showing  the  dirorent 
places  in  which  provision  is  made  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  seamen,  under  the  several  Uwa 
relating  to  navy  and  marine  hospitals,  the  nnmber 
of  persona,  aa  near  as  can  beasoertaiaedimttBiinily 
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aoeooNBodMcd  at  eMb«aid  the  expeaw  tUMdiog 
the  nne;  trantmitted  Id  obtdienee  to  a  reBolntioo 
of  the  HoQte.  of  the  17ih  of  April  last;  whieh 
was  ordered  to  He  oo  the  table. 

The  eogroesed  hills  for  the  relief  of  Heory 
Davis ;  for  the  relief  of  Kenzie  and  Forsyth ; 
aothorizioi^  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  offieen  aad  crews  of  gunhoats  aambered  149 
tad  154,  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  aad 
passed. 

The  bfll  for  the  relief  of  the  Marquis  da  Vienne, 
and  that  for  the  relief  of  M.  Poirey.  both  aids  de 
oaaip  of  the  Marqais  Lafayette  dariag  the  Rer- 
dlaiionary  war,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 
HABBiaon,  io  their  favor,  were  ordered  to  he  en* 
grossed  far  a  tbird  reading. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  TH£  lOLITIA. 

The  Hoase  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wholoy  on  tho  bill,  retorted  at  the  last 
sessioa,  for  the  arsaniaatioo  and  diseiplioe  of  the 
Dilitta  of  the  Untied  States. 

The  bill  was  read  through,  when  the  Commit- 
tee roee,reporaed  progress,  and  obiaiaed  leave  to 
sit  again. 

NEW  YORK  CIRCUIT  COURTS. 

The  Hoose  then,  in  prosecution  of  the  orders 
of  the  day,  res»lvea  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
WhoJe,  oa  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  .holding 
the  cirenit  conrta  in  thesoathern  district  of  New 
York,  and  for  other  i^raoses. 

This  bill  pasaed  this  House  at  the  last  session, 
was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  by  that  body 
with  amendmeau  ;  and,  in  this  sute,  presented 
to  the  House  a  new  question,  under  the  rule 
which  continoea  the  business  of  the  last  session 
over  to  this. 

It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Clat.  that  it  was  for 
the  House  to  proceed  to  act  on  the  bill,  without 
reference  to  what  might  in  this  respect  be  the 
rule  of  the  Senate ;  and  by  Messrs,  LowMoaa, 
NBLeoa,TATLOR,and  Pitxin,  that  this  bill,  hav- 
ing actuatty  passed  both  Houses,  except  in  regard 
to  an  amendment,  could  not  be  considered  as  com- 
prehended wichiD  the  rule. 

The  dtseuaeion  resulted  is  the  Committee^ 
rising,  ieave  to  sit  again  being  refused,  aad  the 
bill  being  indefinitely  postponed,  by  a  vote  of  55 
to  51. 


FaiDAT,  January  15. 

Mr.  BaRBsa,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition  of 
f^bodbc  Ohamfie,  widow  ot  the  late  John  Champe, 
a  sergeant  major,  in  Lec^s  legion  of  horse,  io  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and,  who  was  employed  by 
General  WaaataaroN,  in  a  highly  important 
ind  secret  service,  and  which  is  partieularljr  de- 
tailed, in  the  90th  ehapter  of  ^  Lee's  Memoirs  of 
the  War,  in  the  Southern  Department  of  the 
United  Statasj^pravipg  for  a  pension  and  for  a 
fraut  of  land.— Referred. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
ind  Revolacioaary  Claims,  reported  a  hill  for  the 
15th  CoH.  i»d  Sxsa.— 18 


relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall ;  which  was  read  twiee, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whieh  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Gibhe. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  D.  Carter;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Wilmot. 

Mr.  CoLOTOH,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dia- 
triet  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  and  em- 
power the  President  and  Maoaaers  of  the  Wash- 
ington Turnpike  Company,  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, when  organized,  to  extend  and  make  their 
turnpike  road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the  line  thereof;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  wdered  to  be  engrossed  aUd 
read  a  third  tinie  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PoianazTBR,  from  the  committee  to  whieh 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
*'An  act  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands,  f6r  fsilure  in  om- 
pleting  the  payment  thereon,"  reported  the  same 
without  ameodmeat,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  oo  the  table. 

Mr.  SouTBARO,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affhfrs,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ;  when, 
Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill  providing^  for  the  abolition 
of  the  lodfan  tradiog  establishments  of  the  United 
States,  and  providing  for  the  opening  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indians,  to  individuals  |  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  from  settling  or 
hunting  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States  west 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  SooTBAan  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  select  such 
tribes  of  Indians  as  he  may  think  best  prepared 
for  the  change,  and  to  adopt  such  means  as  he 
may  judge  expedient  in  order  to  ^ivilize  the  same; 
which  vras  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
mentianed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pirdali.,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  Ibr  Mivertng  up  persons  held  to 
labor  or  service,  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territo- 
ries, who  shall  escape  into  any  other  State  or 
Territory;  and  that  the  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill;  and,  Messrs.  Pindall, 
ANDfiaaoR,  of  Kentucky,  and  Bb£OBBr,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to 
make  any  amendment  in  the  laws  which  regu- 
late the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  foreign 
coins,  were  instructed  to  inquire,  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitman,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
iaio  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  sale  of 
such  miUmry  sites,  owned  by  the  United  States, 
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as  hare  become,  or  hare  been  foond  to  be  oielees 
for  military  purposes. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whteh  is 
committed  the  bill,  explanatory  of  the  act,  eotitled 
**An  act  for  the  final  adjostment  of  land  titles,  in 
the  State  of  Loaisiana  and  Territory  of  Mtsson  ri," 
were  discharged ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Bogrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  makioff  prorision  for  the  claim  of  M.  de 
Poirey,  and  An  act  making  prorision  for  the 
claim  of  M.  de  Vieone,  were  sererally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  moneys  paid  to  the  army  for  extra  labor 
opon  roads  and  other  objects  of  fatigue  dutj,  for 
the  year  ending  the  1st  October,  1818,  so  tar  as 
the  accounts  hare  been  received  inelading  the 
extra  issues  of  whiskey,  rendered  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolutions  of  this  House,  of  the  6th  and  7th 
instant ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TERRITORIAL  ORDINANCE. 

Mr.  Sbrqbaiit  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Ruokedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndieiaiy  he 
instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienqr  of  easctiag  a 
general  oidinanoe,  whereby  the  fuadamental  principles 
of  civil  and  religions  liberty  shall  be  g  asrantied  to  the 
inhabtftants  of  the^  Territories  exterior  to  the  original 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  made  the  basis  of  all 
QoTemments  hereafter  to  be  established  therein. 

Mr.  LowMDES  said,  that  the  resolution  was 
rather  obecure  in  its  terms,  so  that  its  scope  was 
not  easily  understood.  He  thought,  bowoTer,  he 
could  perceive  what  the  object  of  it  was.  He 
wished,  however,  that  it  might  be  permitted  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  present,  to  give  an  opportu- 
nity to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Sbbgbant  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
resolution's  lyins  on  the  table  for  the  present,  if 
any  gentleman  desired  it.  With  respect  to  the 
allusion  of  the  gentleman  to  the  object  of  it,  Mr. 
8.  said,  the  gentleman  was  right.  He  had  a  par- 
ticular object  in  view,  which  he  did  not  meaa  to 
have  conoealed  from  the  House,  but  which  he 
did  not  think  it  necessarjr  to  express  more  dis* 
tinctly  than  he  had  done  in  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

INSTIGATING  INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  submitted  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Betoivedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodiciary  be 
instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  punishing 
as  sfaes  white  men  who  mav  be  found  instigating  the 
Indians  to  hostilitie*,  or  fighting  with  them,  against 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Storrs  objected  to  this  resolution,* that  it 
presented  a  question,  to  be  settled  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  not  by  Congress.  It  would  be  a 
proper  question  to  be  settled  in  a  Congress  where 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  represented,  but 
it  was  one  not  to  be  taken  into  eonsideration  here* 


Our  rules  and  artieles  of  war  preaeribed  Um  inode 
of  trial  of  spies,  and  that  was  the  only  way  in 
which  Congress  could  legislate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Campbbll  said,  his  object  waa  to  inatitate 
an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  the  panishment 
of  white  men  found  fighting  with  tae  lodiaas. 
It  was  well  known  that  two  men — ho  know  not 
what  countrymen  to  call  them-— Arbnt boot  and 
Ambrister  bj  name,  had  been  ooneidercd  as  out- 
laws, being  round  in  that  situation.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  would  not  express  an  opinion ;  bat  it  was 
necessary,  even  if  he  were  an  Indian,  iliac  every 
person  accused  of  crime  should  have  aooae  aort 
of  a  trial.  His  sole  object  was  to  iastitiite  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mills  said,  it  was  very  seldom  that  he 
should  desire  to  arrest  the  progress  of  may  propo- 
sition for  inquiry  into  any  matter;  but  this  motion 
embraced  a  question,  respecting  which  no  inqoirf 
could  be  necessary.  In  addition  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  he  anted  ano- 
ther objeciion  :  if  we  pass  it,  aaid  he,  we  could 
not  obiect  to  other  Governments,  the  British, 
Spanish,  Ac,  legislatiag  on  the  sabiccu  It  was 
well  known  that,  in  our  wars  with  Ureat  Britaia, 
we  had  employed  Indians  on  our  aide.  This  le- 
gislation would,  to  use  a  vulgar  adage,  be  a  game 
that  two  can  play  at,  and  we  might,  by  passiag 
laws  on  thin  matter,  subject  ourseives  to  a  species 
of  retaliation  which  would  not  be  at  all  agreeable. 

Mr.  Nblson  said,  be  considered  this  question 
as  already  before  the  House ;  as,  on  hearing  it 
stated,  the  case  of  Qeneral  Jackson  oreurs  to 
every  man.  Under  that  question,  the  power  of 
the  Government  and  the  law  of  nations  on  thb 
subject,  would  be  fully  discussed.    To  adopt  the 

Jiroposiiion  now  before  the  House,  would  be,  is 
act,  to  pronounce  an  opinion  without  ioqotry. 
He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  resolution,  be- 
cause  iiK  adoption  would  be  to  prejudge  a  ca^e 
prepared  and  set  apart  for  discussion. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  the  resoloiion  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Mr.  Harris  o« 'a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  organisation  and  discipline  of  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  moved  an  amendment,  as  a  sub- 
stitute to  the  bill,  which  consisted  of  upwards  of 
twenty  sections,  embracing  a  system  dififerent 
from  that  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HABRisoif  delivered  a  speech  of  coQ&id- 
erable  length,  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  on  the 
importance  of  Congress  acting  on  the  snbjecL  ' 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  said  that  the  present  thinne5s  of 
the  House  admonished  him  that  this,  although 
a  most  important,  was  not  a  favorite  subject, 
with  this  body.    He  agreed  with  the  gentleoaa 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.HaRBisoN,)  that  whenever  basks 
were  brought  up,  or  even  private  claims,  in  some 
instances,  the  undivided  attention  of  the  Housa 
was  given,  and  when  General  Jackson  aod  ihei 
Seminole  war  were  broached,  there  was  a  stVence 
as  profound  as  if  the  very  breathe  of  maoabert 
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were  tnspended ;  while  upon  this  ooe.  the  most 
importaoc  of  all  sabjects.  there  could  he  bat  lit- 
tle aiteniioo  attraeted.  This  might  arise  from  a 
eoostaiil  effort,  for  a  series  of  years,  without  any 
soceessj  io  framing  ao  eflBieient  system  for  the 
due  organization  of  those  who  must  be  relied 
upoo  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  appeal  to  the  House,  said  Mr. 
8^  whether  the  difficulty  of  the  subject  is  any 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  at  last  effected,  pro- 
vided it  is  of  that  immense  and  indispensable 
iniportsDce  for  which  I  contend. 

Will  the  House  think  it  amiss,  said  he,  if  I 
call  back  their  attention  to  the  situation  of  the 
country  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war? 
After  the  Rerolutionary  war,  our  citizens  had 
got  so  completely  immersed  in  commerce,  agri- 
culture, and  ererjrthing  else,  ezeept  a  due  organ- 
ization of  the  militia,  and  keeping  alive  that 
spirit  so  essential  in  a  republic,  that  this  military 
spirit  and  military  knowledge  were  nearly  ex- 
tinct. What  were  the  consequences  ?  They 
were  written  ia  characters  of  blood  io  every  en- 
oonater  with  the  enemy  in  the  fight  of  the  lata 
war,  and  the  iaoocent  blood  then  spilt,  and  trea- 
sure wastedi  would  be,  it  would  seem,  suffieienl 
to  impress  upon  this,  and  all  future  Googreasea, 
a  soiemo  admoaitory  lesson  as  to  the  neoesaity 
of  ao  eflicieBt  militia. 

The  Secreiarf  of  War  was  required,  by  a  res- 
olution of  this  House,  at  its  last  session,  to  report 
the  number^  ttUOe^  and  t^rength  of  the  militia  of 
the  sereral  States — and  what  was  the  result? 
Why,  that  sereral  of  the  Stales  could  not  give 
an  account  of  eren  their  numbers  1  So  great  is 
the  leiharey,  and  fatal,  I  fear,  will  be  the  conse- 
quences of  this  indifference. 

Many  honorable  members  of  this  House  seem 
to  be  so  much  opposed  to,  and  jealous  of  stand- 
ing armies,  that  they  will  hardly  vote  money  for 
the  due  organization  and  eflieient  regulation  of 
our  small  one*  Yes,  this  jealousy  seemed  to 
exist,  to  our  amall  though  brave  army,  iiominaHiy 
of  10,0CX>,  though  not  more  than  6  or  7,000  men. 
sutioned  at  the  nnmeroua  forts,  and  scattered 
orer  a  territory  of  two  or  three  thousand  miles 
oi  seaeottst,  and  from  two  to  throe  thousand 
miles  in  breadth.  How  then  ean  it  be  reconciled 
that  thoBe  members,  ao  jealous  of  a  standi^ 
army,  are  not  among  the  first  to  give  us  an  ^^ 
aenl  militia?  They  are  not  the  first  in  the 
ranks  to  gire  us  that  well  regulated,  armed,  and 
organized  militia,  which  not  only  renders  a 
standing  army  unnecessary,  but,'  I  hesitate  not 
to  say,  which  most  be  the  strength  and  dtfence 
of  this  great  and  rising  Republic — the  basis  upon 
which  the  liberties  of  this  happy  people  must 
rest.  A  due  cultivation,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  this 
military  spirit  and  knowledge  diffused  among 
the  people  will,  u  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has 
said,  oppose,  more  strongly  than  anything  else, 
that  inflaz  of  riches  and  luxury  which  more 
than  no  y  thing  else  threatens  to  enerrate  us.  and 
overwbeJoi  and  overthrow  the  fair  fabric  ot  our 
liberties;. 

Can  we,  ihan^  Mr.  Chairman  said  Mr.  8., 


justly  feel  disinclined  to  the  great  work  contem- 
plated in  the  present  bill,  seeing  that  the  cosimoii 
defence  of  the  country  is  emphatically  made  our 
doty  by  that  Constitution  which  we  hare  all 
sworn  to  support?  In  rain  has  this  sacred  in« 
strument  not  only  given  us  the  liberty,  but  mads 
it  our  solemn  duty  to  proride  for  the  common 
defence,  for  calling  out,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  if  it  is  nerer  to  be  attended  to.  Al- 
though I  do  not  like  the  bill  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mt.  Bassbtt^  so  well  as  that 
now  before  the  House,  and  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  because  it  seems  to  me  to 
possess  more  difficult  complication  in  its  classi- 
fication ;  yet,  there  are  features  in  both  of  which 
I  am  extremely  fond.  They,  in  the  first  place, 
provide  an  untform  system,  a  matter  of  great 
importance ;  they  next  provide  for  calling  out 
the  militia  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  public  exiffency  may  require..  In  thethira 
place,  they  enable  the  President,  by  the  militia, 
effeetoall]r  to  repel  invasion,  not  by  halting  at 
the  prectse  line  of  the  United  States,  as  they 
most  injuriously  and  fatally  did  during  (he  last 
war,  upon  the  borders  of  Canada,  but  repelling  it. 
by  compelling  them,  under  exemplary  fines  and 
forfeitures,  to  follow  the  enemy  into  other  coun- 
tries, until  a  due  and  disabling  chastisement  was 
inflicted.  Another  and  a  fourth  great  object, 
contemplated  by  both  bills,  is  to  put  arme,  under 
due  regulations,  into  the  hands  of  such  class  of 
the  militia  as  from  youth  and  other  circum- 
stances may  be  best  calculated  to  defend  our 
country. 

There  is  one  feature  in  the  bill,  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  which  I  would 
wish  to  see  introduced,  if  it  can  be  eonetiitUion^ 
aUy  done,  into  the  bill  now  before  the  Hottse.  It 
is  that  part  which  contemplates  the  encamp- 
ment, disciplining,  and  training  of  a  certain  class 
of  the  militia,  for  a  certain  number  of  days  in 
each  year,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  denied  by  some  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gires  this  power.  Although  I  am  unskilled 
in  construing  this  instrument,  yet,  I  can  hardly 
beliere  that  the  Constitution  which  givei  us  the 
power  of  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  gorerning  them  while  In  the 
United  States  service,  could  have  been  intended 
to  deprire  us  of  the  power,  a  concurrent  power 
with  the  States,  so  to  discipline  or  train  them  as 
to  make  them  fit  for  duty.  Howerer,  without 
entering  minutely  into  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion, I  conjure  Congress  to  go  as  far  towards  the 
great  object  proposed,  as  may  be  clearly  consis- 
tent with  the  Constitution.  If  we  cannot  make 
a  system,  eren  approaching  to  perfection,  let  tis 
do  all  we  can.  Let  us  not  legislate  upon  many 
other  things,  and  leare  untouched  our  greatest 
duty.  Let  us  not  follow  the  shadow,  utterly  dis- 
regardful  of  the  substance. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  am  no  military 
man,  and  sorry  I  am  that  I  cannot  afford  assist- 
ance on  the  details  of  the  bill.  I  rose  principally 
to  draw  the  attention  of  Congress^  if  I  could,  to 
this  hackneyed  but  interesting  duty.    I  am  not 


(^ 


maxoM  OF  eomtaam. 


5U 


HkOFR, 


AmlK^ae  Umt(ii»0tm. 


JioniAmT.  1819. 


T«ia  enough  to  bdieve  I  haTe  folljry  if  at  all,  sac- 
oaeded.  f  cannot,  howerer,  take  my  seat  wiih- 
oot  brinffiDg  again  to  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Uiis  Congress,  that  if  it  is  intended  to 
Sieserve  to  future  ages  our  liberties,  commit  the 
efence  of  our  country  to  a  class  of  young  men 
inspired  by  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  trained  to 
military  duly.  Dispersed  o?er  the  whole  Union, 
they  will  be  identified  with  its  habiu  and  inter- 
ests, will  be  free  from  all  the  vicious  habits  and 
oorrnptions  of  a  standing  army,  and  will  forever 
remain  the  sure  basis  of  your  freedom.  In  speak- 
ing freely  of  the  indifference  which  seemed  to 
me  to  pervade  this  House  on  this  subject,  I  at- 
tack the  motives  of  no  member.  My  views  may 
be  the  dictate  of  a  mistaken  zeal  or  enthusiasm, 
essaying  to  do  what  may  be  impiacticable.  If 
S0|  I  shall  at  least  have  the  great  consolation  of 
having  done,  as  far  as  I  could,  my  duty,  not  only 
to  my  immediate  constituents,  but  to  the  nation 
at  large. 

Mr.  B48»BTT  then  spoke  at  some  length  in 
snpnort  of  his  amendment. 

Mr,  HARnisoR  and  Mr,  Bassstt  spoke  alter- 
nately  twice  or  thriee,  in  support  of  their  respec- 
tftve  opinions* 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  Mr.  Bas- 
snTT'a  proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
qeffative.   . 

Mr.  GUafiiaoic  then  suggesting  that  he  had 
several  am^dments  to  offer  to  the  bill,  the' Com* 
mitteerose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Satijrday,  January  16. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  the  New  York  Society,  for  promoting 
the  manumission  of  slaves,  and  protecting  such 
of  them  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  liberated ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  PiNOALL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  delivering 
up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any  of  the 
Elates  or  Territories,  who  shall  escape  into  any 
other  State  or  Territory;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

Engrossed  buls  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit; 
An  act  explanatory  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri ;"  and 
An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, of  the  State  of  Maryland,  when  organized, 
to  extend  and  make  their  turnnike  road  to  or  from 
Georgetown, in  the  District  or  Columbia,  through 
the  smd  District  to  the  line  thereof  ;*'  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  resolution  "for 
the  distribution .  of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annali^  . 


and  directing  Pitkin's  Coameroial  Siatistiea  to 
be  deposited  in  the  Library,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  ask  the  eoncBrreDee  of  this 
House.  The  said  amendment  was  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UlCITBD  STATES. 

Mr.  Spenceb.  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  30th  or  November  last,  to  inspect  the 
books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  report  thereon,  and 
to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not,  made  a  detailed  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  Inspect  the  books,  snd 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  8tste%  with  oifections  to  report  thereon,  sod 
to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  hsve 
been  violsted  or  not,  respectfoUy  report — 

That,  under  the  leave  granted  by  the  Hoose,  Che 
committee  lepairsd  to  Philadelphia,  and  dieie  perron- 
ally  inspected  the  books  of  the  bank;  and,  as  a  far- 
ther means  of  examining  ifti  praoeedings  ttey  intef^ 
rogated,  on  oalht  the  piesident,  the  rashier,  dl  the  d^ 
vBdOM  of  the  bank  whose  attendaaee  eoald  ba  obtain* 
ed^  and  aaveral  of  iU  derka  and  offieen.  Kvaminap 
tions  also  have  been  made  at  the  eflieaa  aft  Baltimew^ 
at  Richmond,  and  at  the  Ci^  of  Washwgaoa,  in  ofdm 
to  obtain  speeific  infimnatieB  upon  eartaitt  anbjaots  oa 
which  the  books  of  the  parent  bank  wesa  nsrsssirflj 
deficient.  From  these  in%niries,  coadaeted  wtk  great 
labor,  and  the  committee  trust  with  gteat  can,  thsy 
have  collected  a  mass  of  information  which  they  now 
snbmit  to  the  HonsSi  and  which  will  be  refisired  to  in 
the  course  of  this  report  This  information.  ''**""f'*"  of 
tsbles,  statements,  and  extracts  made  by  the  commit- 
tee firom  the  books  of  the  bank,  or  by  them  compared 
with  those  books  and  verified ;  and  of  the  testimony  of 
witnesses,  and  of  letters  from  the  president  of  the' in* 
stitntion. 

The  committee  are  awars  thal^  fimn  theee  sonreee 
of  informatioQ,  varions  important  infefeDoas  may  be 
drawn,  and  open  them  the  meat  IntenatiBg  apimose 
may  be  predioalad ;  it  has  been  thav  inlaotiBB,  how- 
eveiv  to  go  no  fturther  than  waemquared  bj  the  rMola- 
tion  of  the  Honie;  to  avsid  wptaohtim  eptnioM  en 
general  sabiesis;  and  to  eonine  thsHmalaaaaB  what 
they  deeaM  practical  otyeds  of  in^niiy*  wtitt  tbej 
setUad  among  theiwelves  pseneas.  to  entsnng  nposk 
the  investigation.  Theee  objects  apssaed  Is  divida 
themselves  into  twodassea:  those  wiilDh  adated  to 
the  general  management  of  the  bank,  and  the  oondnct 
of  its  officers,  and  those  which  were  coonsrted  with 
the  question  of  a  violation  of  ill  charter.  As  to  the 
general  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  institution, 
among  the  points  of  inqniry  which  appeared  to  be  most 
immediately  interesting,  were  those  which  lalated  to 
the  refosal  of  the  bank  and  its  oiBces  to  pay  Ua  notes 
in  mecte  at  any  other  place  than  that  where  they  wexe 
made  payable,  and  to  the  practice  of  seUiog  drafts  oa 
each  other. 

It  appears  that  the  directors  of  the  baak^  on  iu  fiisl 
institatien,  and  ap  to  the  SSthof  Aagoat,  1816,  stran- 
nonsly  endeavorsd  to  ledeem  its  notes  at  all  Ita  efieaa, 
indisoimittalely,  north  of  the  dty  of  Charleatan.  On 
the  7th  day  of  Janaaiy,  1817,  it  commenced  opesationa 
by  disQonnliag  neiss  on  pMged  stoeb  tmd  to  etock- 
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luildenMdy,aA4b3rtlieimw9fitibia«.,  Theofieor 
then  9l  the  hmA  of  tbs  Tnuraiy  Draartment  hid  re* 
pcatadhr  ofved  the  tammiokctmitmX  oC  operilioiii»  with 
the  iBMeUe^WyMit  appeArtyOf  heeteniiifftheTedemp- 
tion,  by  the  State  beake»of  their  «oIn  in  tpede.  Vide 
ktteni  fiooi  the  fibcreterf  of  the  TittM«iy  to  the  prae- 
ident  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Bletee,  16th  Avgivt 
end  8»th  Noeeaher,  1810,  meiked  I.  VL. 

SSoTts  on  the  pert  of  the  Txeaemy^  to  induce  the 
k>«ei  heiAe  to  that  meaeore,  appesr  to  have  been  abor- 
ti-^re^  mitil  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  made  certain 
pgopoaitione  trhidi  indneed  negotiationa  between  it 
aod  the  State  ioetittttionfl,  which  ftnaBy  retulted  in  a 
compeet  contained  in  the  Teeohitiona  <^  the  board  of 
directore  of  the  Slat  January,  1817,  herewith  anbmit- 
led,  n&d  marked  lU. ;  and  in  order  to  eidubit  how  &r 
the  bank  oompfied  with  its  compact,  a  statement  of  the 
loans  made  end  of  notes  issued  up  to  the  30th  February, 
1817,  is  submitted,  marked  IT.  It  can  be  necessaiy 
enij  to  rafinr  to  the  elate  of  the  paper  ennency  of  the 
oonntry  at  thia  pesiod.  The  notes  of  tb»  State  banks 
were  ^arieualy  depredated-*eome  as  much  as  twentj 
par  cent.,  whUe  ethers  were  at  a  premium.  The  ex- 
cessi<ve  iesne  of  peper  hj  the  looal  banks  liad  caused 
an  uimatarai  and  artificial  dspredatien  of  such  paper, 
whi^  fequiied  only  time,  and  modemie  bat  etoady  ve- 
doetioBe  to  restora,  »et  to  auniform  par,  bat  to  its  true 
▼alae.  Under  theee  circumstances  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  hndyon  the  last  of  Fehnunry,  1817,  (vide 
atftteBMBt  maiked  ¥.,)  98,848,000  due  te  it  ftom  the 
Slate  hanks  at  Philadelphia,  New  foik,  and  Balli- 
more.  With  each  a  ersdit  oonstaiitly  aeonmulatiBg  by 
the  tmoeiBr  of  tbe  Tteaeary  ftmds,  and  by  the  pay* 
msnt  of  tfaa  eeooad  inetalmentin  the  notes  cf  the  State 
banke»  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  Bank 
te  hove  conroad  the  looal  instStotione  into  a  moderate 
and  Teaeotmbia  sodnetina  of  their  circalatiBf  notas. 
Asi  attenapt  tt»  4e  oe  was  made  by  the  cempoot^  III. ; 
OMl,  aMmth  the  Bosk  of  the  United  States  appean 
to  have  been  omkyns  te  e£SMt  the  object,  it  did  not 
penaien  ia  tltts  desifu.  By  itssubeequent  acta  it  im* 
irovidenitly  aIMM  a  temptothm,  to  the  Western  hanks 
partkslaily,  to  extend  thmr  circulation  of  notes,  by  in- 
aietin^  on  its  bronohee  paying  out  their  own  notes  in 
pnfinresMse  to  those  of  the  State  banks;  end  on  their 
delhroring  Amfts  on  the  eastern  cities,  wheaerer  it 
eoold  ha  de0s»  to  prevent  the  remittance  of  their  own 
iioftee.  Tbe  hmncftnotaa,  and  the -telts  issued  in  con* 
oaqaoQoa  of  thms  instruetions,  wore  swept  awmy  hy 
the  imdStf  affsmtttanee  thai  anwarll|y  given,  as  welt 
OS  by  <i^  ordlaaiy  balance  of  trade.  A  vaeuum  in 
the  cnonlotiaii  was  thus  produced,  which  oeidd  be 
snppfiod  only  by  the  local  notes,  which  were  reedily 
mooived  hy  tfia  offlcee  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slatee,  and  woia  retained  by  them  as  a  fund  upon 
whiai  intaroet  wae  charged  to  theStaie  benks.  The 
latOer  of  tke  psesideBft,  marked  VI.,  exhibits  the  course 
potoned  hy  dm  benk  in  this  respect. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  received  from  the 
Treostixy  the  notes  of  the  local  institutions,  in  many 
caoee  ae  special  dcpoiites,  to  be  paid  out  in  similar 
biile*  From  April,  1817,  to  this  time,  the  amount  so 
receiTed  apj^eais,  from  statement  YII.,  to  be  $2,752,- 
750,  of  wfcidi  $87,841  continues  on  hand,  leaving 
f3,665,4M  as  the  amount  voluntarily  assumed  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  committee  have  not 
found  any  evidence  of  the  bank  having  attempted  to 
oppress  the  State  banks,  either  by  wanton  demands  of 
spede,  OT  by  tbe  rejection  of  their  noies.    Much  com- 


vlafait  has  Indeed  eeristed,  hut  in  the  initincas  w%idh 
hove  come  to  the  knowledge  of  tiie  committee,  the 
State  banks  have  been  in  the  wrong,  and  some  of  them 
at  the  weetwerd  have  reihsed  the  moat  equitable  prop- 
oaitioaB  ef  the  hank,  and  have  met  its  demands  for  & 
Just  dues  with  complaints  and  vewoaehes.  It  was  not 
intended  to  tiauble  the  House  witi»any  of  the  various 
leltsts  which  hove  posted  on  that  subject,  hut  aa  the 
piesideat  of  the  bonk  traaemitted  a  letter  from  ihe 
^tt9b  at  Charleston,  exhibiting  the  conduct  of  Ihe  lo* 
cy  beaks  in  that  place,  it  is  proented  to  the  Bouse, 
aarhad  VIU. 

The  oemmittse  are  of  opinion  that,  instead  of  con- 
ducting  witfi  teellegedngor  towuds  the  State  banks^ 
the  Bonk  of  the  Uo^ed  States  is  liable  to  the  mote 
aerious  chasge  of  having  increased  tike  amount  of  notes 
in  ciMulatioa,  by  its  acceptance  of  thmn  in  those  places 
where  it  was  known  they  would  not  be  redeemed  in 
specie,  and  by  making  tlwm,  in  the  manner  befine* 
mentioned,  the  only  drctcdating  mefom  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  The  forbearance  of  the  bsnk  towarAi 
the  State  banks  is  vindicated  on  the  ground  of  its  be- 
ing the  only  means  to  induce  the  resumption  of  specie 
Kmenls.  This  ^fect,  if  really  owing  to  that  cause, 
been  proved  te  be  but  temporary,  and  experience 
has  shown  that  at  the  same  time,  or  soon  after  tiie  le- 
fitssl  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the 
ttotee  of  its  cAces,  many  of  the  State  banks  began  to 
suspend  mid  evade  their  specie  payments. 

So  long  aa  the  notes  of  each  office  were  payable  at 
all  the  othei%  and  the  office  issuing  them  was  not  ex- 
clusively liable  for  their  redemption,  the  discounts  at 
those  places,  against  which  Uiere  was  a  balance  of 
trade,  became  larger  in  proportion  to  their  indemni^ 
against  demands.  As  the  notes  of  the  offices  were 
rapidly  carried  ofi)  the  payment  of  these  discounts  wore 
necessarily  made  in  the  notes  of  the  local  institutions; 
and  thus  it  was  one  inevitable  efiect  of  the  old  s^tem 
to  increase  the  debts  of  the  State  bujis  to  the  offices 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  these  pUose.  The 
demands  of  the  bank  were  suffered  to  accumulate  im- 
properly, instead  of  being  gradiully  reduced  as  qieeie 
was  required  at  other  offices,  and  in  small  quantities 
that  would  not  have  been  fdt.  Their  reduction  was 
not  insisted  upon  sufficiently  ear^ ;  and,  when  the 
bank  began  to  call  for  specie,  its  demands  wece  so  con* 
siderable  as  not  only  to  expose  the  looal  banks,  but  the 
citizens  in  their  vicinity,  generally,  to  veiy  severe 
pressure. 

By  substituting  the  credit  of  individuals  lor  the  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment,  which  will  be  pneaiil 
ly  stated,  instead  of  coin  or  notes  of  State  baiJc%  tl» 
Bank  of  the^United  States  in  a  great  measure  deprived 
itself  of  the  early  and  prompt  cheek  which  the  poasea- 
sion  of  those  notes  would  have  Bffi>rded,  to  the  mora 
extensifc  increase  of  local  paper.  In  July,  1817,  the 
debts  due  from  (he  State  banks  were  reduced  to  #d,972r 
000,  while  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  circulation,  amounted  to  $4,764,000;  by  which  it 
might  have  been  subjected  to  embairassments  ariaing 
from  the  calls  of  the  local  institutions.  The  commit- 
tee think  it  evident,  from  this  result,  that  the  bank  did 
not  exercise,  with  sufficient  energy,  the  power  which 
it  possessed,  and  might  have  retained,  bat  rather  o^ 
forided  inducements  to  the  State  buiks  to  extend  the 
amount  of  their  circulating  notes,  and  thus  increased 
one  of  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  correct. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  addressed  by  the  committee 
on  this  subject  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  they  were 
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flu«iili«d  with  hw  TiMn,  and  a  ]«tter  from  tbs  offiee 
4l  Boflton,  markad  IX,  and  wera  raftrrad  to  a  rqwrt 
of  tha  committaa  of  diractora  on  tha  S8th  of  Ang^nat, 
1618,  markad  X.  Thaaa  documanta  azhibit  tha  rea- 
aona  of  the  bank  for  adopting  tha  raaolutiona  of  that 
data,  by  which  tha  notea  of  tha  officaa  wera  rafaaad 
acceptance.  In  the  letter  of  the  Boatmi  office  much 
•treaa  ia  placed  upon  the  large  accomalation  of  paper 
and  drafta  aft  Beaton,  iaanad  by  the  Seathera  and 
Weatem  officea.  And  thia  became  an  important  ob» 
jecft  of  inqniiy.  The  hooka  of  the  parent  bank  do  not 
ihmiah  information  reapecting  the  drafta  made  bj,  and 
npon,  the  officea,  eicepting  thoae  which  were  made 
on  it.  And  the  committee  htTo  not  aacertained  their 
amount,  except  at  the  officea  in  Baltimore  and  thia 
dty.  From  the  local  lituaUon  of  Baltimore,  the  atato- 
nenta  obtained  at  that  office,  marked  XI,  XII,  may  be 
eonaidered  aa  furnishing  auffieient  proof  of  the  cor- 
factnen  of  the  opinion  expreaaed  by  the  Beaton  office. 
To  the  office  at  Boston,  ita  debt  fluctuated  between 
$84,000  and  9216,000,  until  May  laat,  aince  which  it 
hea  been  indebted  to  Baltimora  $600  to  tST.OOO.  Ito 
debt  to  the  office  at  New  York  haa  Taried  from  $100^- 
000  to  $1,947,000,  and,  untU  October  last,  it  haa  gene- 
rally owed  that  office  more  than  $1,600,000.  At  that 
time  the  New  York  office  waa  brought  in  debt  to  Bil- 
timore  $97,278;  ita  debt  in  NoTcmber  last  waa  $10,- 
948.  The  explanation  of  theae  extraordinary  reduo- 
tiona  of  the  Baltimore  debta  ia  given  from  the  circum- 
atancea  of  Treasury  drafts  on  the  North  bein|:  deliTered 
directiy  to  the  Baltimore  office,  or  sent  to  it  through 
the  oflice  at  thia  city ;  and  by  a  check  on  New  YoriL  for 
more  than  a  million,  giTcn  by  the  parent  bank  in  pay- 
ment of  foreign  billa  of  exchange,  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. The  Baltimore  debt  to  the  parent  bank  haa 
▼aricd  from  $1,600,000  to  $9,000,000,  and  has  gene- 
rally exceeded  $6,000,000.  Notwithstanding  their 
heavy  debta  to  New  York,  Boaton,  and  Philadelphia, 
the  drafta  of  the  Baltimore  office  on  thoae  places 
continued  uninterrupted,  and  excesaive  in  amount; 
that  office  waa  originally  supplied  with  notea  to  the 
amount  of  $872,000,  and  had  returned  to  it  from 
Philadelphia  $1,697,000,  in  iU  notea,  and  yet  it  ia 
atated  by  the  teller,  that  it  never  had  a  sufficient 
^entity  of  notea  to  meet  ita  demands ;  that  they  did 
not  remain  twenty-four  houra  in  the  office,  but  were 
conatantly  remitted  to  the  North  with  the  drafta 
which  it  issued.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  on  a 
eompariaon  of  tha  atatementf  referred  to,  connected 
with  theae  facta,  th%t  the  drafta  from  Baltimore,  given 
for  the  proceeda  of  notea  diacounted,  were  unwarrant- 
ably large,  and  much  mora  than  the  balance  of  trade 


In  a  letter  of  the  preaident,  dated  June  27, 1817,  he 
obaervea,  *'the  directors  conaidering  (among  oU&er 
things)  the  low  atate  of  the  specie  and  individual  de- 
positee at  your  office,  and  the  magnitude  of  vour  dis- 
counts and  those  at  thia  bank,  aa  well  for  Baltimore 
aa  thia  place,  and  the  very  inadequate  and  dispropor- 
tioned  amount  of  discounta  to  which  the  office  at  I^ew 
York  has  been  reatricted  in  conaequence  of  the  daily 
and  excessive  drsfts  from  your  office  and  thia  bank, 
which  has  become  the  subject  of  just  animadveraion," 
direct  that  the  then  amount  of  discounts  should  not 
be  exceeded.  The  same  language  is  held  in  other  let- 
tare,  (Xm,  XIY,}  but  it  terminated  in  unavailing  re- 
Bonatrancea;  the  Baltimore  office  continued  ita  drafta 
•nd  ita  diaoounts,  and  drained  the  apede  from  the 
Nqathem  officea.    And  auch  waa  tha  want  of  finnneaa 


or  of  foraaighft  in  the  parent  boaid,  Aftt,  aftar 
ita  repeated  ramonatraneaa  diaragarded,  at  aovcr  ra- 
moved  one  of  Uie  ofiaading  diractora*  nnd  took  as 
efleetnal  atap  to  control  them,  nntil  die  adoption  af 
the  general  raaolutiona  of  Augaist  38, 1618,  forUddiag 
the  oflkea  to  draw  on  each  otiher.  Tha  albet  of  these 
axoaaaive  drafU  oa  the  Northara  olBeea  waa  to  eompsl 
the  conatant  remittance  of  apaeie  dieta  ta  cripple  them 
in  all  their  oparationa,  to  limit  their  diaoonnta  to  a 
trifling  amount,  to  cause  the  revenue  paid  there,  and 
which  would  itself  have  been  a  capital  ibr  boainaaa,  to 
be  drawn  Southward,  thus  compellinf  tham  to  deny 
to  the  debtora  of  the  Government  any  indojgance  or 
accommodation  in  their  payments;  to  bnag  thoae 
officea  into  debt  with  the  State  baaka,  to  produce  a 
general  depreasion  of  credit,  and  a  aevers  pnaaaie  for 
money.  Thoee  placea  were,  in  fact,  made  tribatary  to 
Baltimore ;  and  all  their  meana  and  aaergiaa  were  re- 
quired to  aupply  ita  extravagant  iaaoea. 

A  audden  reduction  of  the  Baltimare  debt  to  the 
Northern  officce  appears  to  have  taken  place  ia  Maich 
and  April  laat,  and  within  a  few  montha  peat  thcaa 
offices  have  been  brought  in  debt  to  it  Thia  ia  ao- 
eoantedforby  the  caahier  of  that  office,  by  eayiag  that 
it  aroae  principally  from  Treaaniy  drsifia,  aad  Hj  tha 
aale  of  foreign  biUa  of  exchange.  Drafla  vrere  givea 
ia  aomo  iaatanoes^  and  to  oenaideraUe  amonata,  di- 
rectly to  Baltimore  on  the  Northern  oflkea,  aad,  ia 
other  inatancea.  aach  drafka  went  throog h  tha  olBee  in 
thia  city.  It  ia  not  to  be  preaumed  that  tbeae  drafts 
were  gbaa  by  the  Treaauiy  with  a  knowledge  ci  all 
the  drcnmataacca,  or  with  a  view  to  draw  the  revanoa 
collected  at  the  North  to  Baltimore,  merely  to  ail  thai 
office  in  paying  ita  debta.  Yet  each  waa  the  effMt, 
and,  although  it  enabled  Baltimota  to  eontukoa  its 
large  diaoonnta,  it  impoveiiahed  the  Northara  ofieea, 
and  the  dtiaa  where  they  were  fafahliehud  ware  made 
to  feel  the  pleasure.  The  Baltimore  debt  to  tha  paiaat 
bank  will  be  foaad  to  have  ragalaily  iaereaaed  with 
the  reduction  of  ita  debta  to  the  odier  offieaa,  oatil  it 
remitted  $1,007,000  ia  billa  of  exchange  on  Ijoadaa ; 
which  remittance  ia  connected,  by  the  teattmoay  of  J. 
W.  McCulloch,  Eaq.,  with  the  negoliataoii  oxplaiaed 
in  the  letter  of  the  preaident,  XV.  The  loaa  which 
reanlted  from  that  negotiation  waa  on  pledge  of  stock 
that  had  been  pledg^  at  Baltimota;  tha  bank  aa- 
aumed  it  and  received  the  billa  d  exchange,  and  paid 
for  them,  by  giving.a  check  on  the  Naw  York  oflfee 
for  the  amount,  at  the  time  tha  Baltimcna  ol__ 
indebted  to  the  parent  bank  mora  than  $6^080^080. 

It  might  have  been  auppoaad  that  tha  pirasaia  af 
the  Baltimore  office  upon  thoee  more  noitl^  waa  owing' 
to  ito  being  preaaed  by  the  Southern  aad  Weatam 
oflioea.  The  fact  wUl  however  appear  fhn  the  taUa 
XI,  that  untU  September  laat  it  waa  ladAled  to  tha 
office  at  LexingtMi,  that  tho  debta  of  Ciadaaati,  Clul- 
licothe,  and  Louiavilla  to  it  were  aaudl  in  amonn^ 
and  that  the  only  office  which  haa  conatantly  owed  it 
ia  New  Orleaaa,  and  that  office  not  to  a  lane  amount 
unUl  lately. 

From  these  facta  it  would  aeem  to  reanlt  that  tbe 
embarraaamento  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ia 
receiving  tbe  notef  of  all  ite  officee,  did  not  arwe  so 
much  from  the  fair  and  ordinary  balance  of  tr«le» 
which  might  have  been  calculated  and  provided  Ur,  sa 
from  the  exceaaive  diaoonnta  granted  at  aome  of  tha 
officea,  particularly  Baltimore  aad  Philadelphia,  snd 
the  drafta  conaequent  upon  thoae  diaoonnta  whida 
were  made  upon  the  other  officea.    From  tho 
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pondcnee  of  At  buik  with  ito  ofiees,  it  U  obnovs  thsl  | 
tlus  WM  the  opiakm  of  tho  diroitora  ond  tho  oflloeri; 
^H  10  dialuielly  sMgnod  ai  ono  of  tho  groando  for  to* 
^famng  tho  notes  of  tho  officos  in  tho  report  of  tho  com- 
miUtt,  X,  sod  it  is  moro  strongly  urged  in  the  letter 
of  Ao  Boston  oflleo,  sabmitted  and  adopted  by  the 
proadent,  IX»  and  is  eloquently  enforced  in  soToral  of 
his  letters. 

This  eommitteo  is  not  prepared  to  say  that  an  nni- 
Ibrmly  eq[na]  enrroney  could  hoYO  been  maintahiod 
under  IIm  most  anspidons  circunistances ;  they  are 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  such  an  attempt  would  bo 
hopeiesi,  but  they  consider  its  abandonment  at  the 
thno  as  having  been  produced  by  tho  causes  before 
stated.  Tho  eflR>rt8  of  the  bank  to  meet  the  payment 
of  its  notes  at  all  its  offices  north  of  Charleston,  wore 
oettainly  great,  and  particularly  at  New  York  and 
Boston,  as  will  appear  from  the  resolutions  marked 
X¥l,  and  tho  account  of  specie  remitted  XVII.  Tho 
rdinqoiriiment  of  the'  attempt  was  iuToluntary  and 
reluctant 

From  tho  testimony  of  the  cashier  and  tellers  of  the 
bank,  the  teller  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  of 
the  cashier  and  teller  of  the  office  at  Baltimore,  it  will 
appear,  Tciy  satiolactorily,  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
and  that  omoe  in  adopting  the  new  system  of  refusing 
the  notes  of  the  branches,  was  perfectly  fair  and 
equitable;  that  the  bank  and  the  Baltimore  office 
promptly  paid  and  received  all  the  notes  of  the  other 
offices  whidi  hstd  paid  out  previous  to  the  change  of 
the  system,  whenever  application  was  made  for  the 
pnxpose,  end  that  in  no  instance  have  they  refused  to 
do  §0.  Injury  probably  was  suffered  by  tbose  who 
had  received  the  depreciated  notes  in  the  usual  course 
of  business,  bat  tho  committee  cannot  perceive  how 
the  bank  could  have  changed  its  system  in  any  man- 
ner less  injurious  to  itself  and  less  inconvenient  to  the 
pubUc  than  that  which  was  adopted. 


From  this  ehftngo  of  system,  which  placed  the  notes 
of  tho  offices  on  tho  same  footing  with  thoao  of  tho 
local  banks  in  their  vicinity,  resulted  a  greater  difler^ 
eaoo  in  tho  ozchango  between  the  difbrent  parte  of 
the  Union.  Tho  offices  at  New  Orleans,  Savannaht 
and  Charleston,  had  never  been  included  in  tho  plan 
of  equaliiing  the  currency.  They  had  always  been 
left  to  their  own  diseietion  in  receiving  or  refusing  the 
noteo  of  tho  olher^ffioes.  In  Msy,  1817,  tho  offices 
at  Charleston  and  Savannah  were  authoriaed  to  draw 
on  those  at  the  North  at  a  promium.  In  April,  those 
at  Loiiagton  and  Cincinnati  were  authonsod  to  pur- 
chase bills  on  the  Eastern  and  Northern  citiea.  In 
Doecmber^  1817,  tho  Southern  offices  wsre  authoriaed 
to  draw  at  a  premium  on  thoeo  at  the  North.  In  Co* 
lober  and  Novwaber,  1817,  tho  Western  offices  were 
authoriaed  to  draw  at  a  premium  on  Philadelphia  and 
the  offieee  oonth  of  it;  and  it  appears  that  the  officea 
at  LesingUm  and  Cineinnati,  before  Februaiy,  1818, 
were  in  the  practico  of  drawing  on  tho  Bastern  cities. 
These  foeU  show  tha^  tho  bank,  and  most  of  tho 
ofi&cest  sold  drafts  upon  eaeh  other  long  before  tho 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  August,  1818, 
refusing  the  notss  of  the  offices ;  and  establish  that, 
while  tho  bank  was  attempting  to  equalise  tho  cur- 
rency, by  the  payment  of  iu  notes  at  all  its  officss 
north  of  Charleitop,  it  was  at  tho  same  time  selling 
drafte  between  thoeo  offices  at  a  premium.  A  syiftm 
of  domeetic  exchange  was  adopted  by  tho  bank  on  tho 
18th  of  inly,  1817,  marked  X VIII.  It  contains  some 
psofieione  which  appear  eioeptionable;  but  as  the 


plan  never  waa  acted  upon,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary 
to  notioe  them.  It  has  been  impracticable  for  the 
committee  to  ascertain  tho  amount,  or  the  rates  of  the 
drafts,  sold  by  and  upon  the  officea.  On  examination 
of  tho  books  of  Uio  parent  bank,  it  appears  that  drafts 
were  sold  by  it  on  Charleston,  New  Orleans,  and 
Savannah,  within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  at  very 
difterent  rates;  on  ono  day  at  ono  per  cent^  and  on 
another  day  at  five  per  cent  on  the  same  offioe.  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  account  for  these  flnc-^ 
tuations. 

However  dangerous  to  the  community  may  he  the 
power  of  sslling  drafts,  in  the  hands  of  an  institutioB 
whose  reeources  may  be  adequate  to  the  control  of  do- 
meaUc  exchange,  according  to  its  interest  or  caprleoy 
yet  the  committee  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  the 
bank  possesses  the  power.  Bxcepting  the  fluctuations 
before  noticed,  the  rate  of  premium  has  not  hitherto 
been  extortionate,  in  any  instance  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  tho  committee.  The  proceedings  of  the 
bank  and  its  officers,  and  the  reasons  and  views  enters 
tatned  by  them,  are  exhibited  in  the  report  XVII^  in 
tho  letter  of  the  preaident  XIX,  and  in  the  extracts 
from  tho  correspondence  XX. 

Various  opinions  are  entertained  on  tho  expediency 
of  the  bank's  selling  drafts.  While  manj  suppose  that 
it  would  consult  its  own  dignity  and  mterest,  in  re* 
ftmining  from  the  practice,  and  would  receive  an  equiv« 
alent  for  the  loss  of  premium  in  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  commercial  community,  hj  delivering 
its  drafts  gratuitously,  when  it  was  convenient  to  draw 
at  all ;  others  contend  that  the  system  of  gratuitous 
drafts  would  open  an  avenue  to  favoritism,  and,  at  all 
events,  would  expote  the  bank  to  the  charge  in  a 
greater  degree  than  if  it  sold  its  drafts.  Without  ex* 
pressing  any  opinion  upon  these  subjects,  upon  which 
the  community  is  much  divided,  and  to  which  tho  at- 
tention of  tho  coittmitteo  has  not  been  particularly  di- 
rected, they  content  themselves  with  obsernng,  that  if 
drafts  are  sold,  they  ought  to  be  at  fixed,  known,  and 
permanent  prices,  not  exceeding  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation of  specie,  on  the  fair  agio  of  business :  the 
want  of  these  fixed  prices  in  the  bank  and  its  offices, 
appears  to  your  committee  censurable. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  exchange,  is  that  of 
dealing  in  the  notes  of  tho  State  banks.  In  a  let* 
ter  of  the  Fresident  to  the  Charleston  office,  which 
had  received  the  sanction  of  the  board  of  directors, 
marked  XXI,  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  legalitv  and 
propriety  of  tuch  purchases  is  expressed.  No  evidence, 
however,  has  been  obtained,  that  they  have  actually 
^been  made.  The  practice,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com* 
mittee,  would  be  highlv  improper  and  dangerous^  and 
contrary  to  the  spirit,  if  not  the  words  of  the  9th  fun- 
damental article. 

Among  the  resolutions  of  the  directors,  are  two  on 
tho  subject  of  discounts,  on  a  pledge  of  stock,  marked, 
XXII  and  XXUI,  pained  the  18th  and  27th  December, 
1816.  These  resolutions  obviously  contemplate  only 
discounts  to  the  stockholders,  and  one  avowed  object 
was  to  faciUtato  the  payment  of  the  specie  part  of  the 
aecond  instalment,  which  was  ten  dollars  on  a  share, 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  2dd,  January,  1817.  The  loans 
were  to  be  confined  to  the  proportions  of  the  coin  part 
of  the  second  instalment,  on  the  shares  which  had  been 
subscribed  at  the  places  where  offices  were  then  in 
operation— New  York,  Boston,  and  Baltimore.  The 
total  amount  of  these  loans  to  pay  the  specie  part  of  the 
said  inatalment  on  the  20th  of  February,  1617,  at  Phil- 
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adalphia,  wm  flM^l  37,  aad  at  Baltiiiion,  al  that 
date,  wu  $1S8,»0  00. 

The  oommitteehaTe  not  obtained  infiormation  of  the 
amount  at  New  York  and  Boaton,  but  they  are  in* 
ibitted  by  the  offieen  of  the  bank,  that  the  diaoonnte  at 
thoea  plaoea  were  to  a  Teiy  trifling  amoant,  if  any* 
The  committee  can  lee  no  reaaon  to  jvitii^  theee 
prematnTe  efiintai  to  aid  the  payment  of  the  eeoond  in* 
etelment,  before  it  foil  due,  and  before  the  experiment 
waamade  to  ascertain  how  much  could  be  paid  m  tpeeiAi 
Thoee  efforts  do  not  appear  to  have  been  Teiy  eoeoeia- 
M  9  for  $839,086  only  were  paid  during  the  month  of 
January,  1817,  while  f  1,078,319  was  paid  after  that 
period,  the  greatest  proportion  in  May  and  June,  as  iHU 
appear  from  an  abstract  prepared  by  the  oommitlee,  and 
now  submitted,  marked  XjCIY. 

The  amount  paid  by  ehecksb  also»  appean  fram  that 
abatraet,  the  most,  if  not  the  whole,  of  which  were  to 
draw  tfaa  proceeds  of  notes  discounted  for  the  puipeee. 
And  it  appears,  that  in  manir  instances,  particolariy 
in  one  related  in  Mr.  McEuen^s  testimony,  hereinafter 
laforred  to,  and  in  ano&er  referred  to  in  the  Prasi- 
dant's  letter  of  May  27th,  1617,  marked  XXV,  that 
the  directors  did  not  confine  themaelTes  to  the  amount 
pvesofibed  in  the  resolution  of  the  87th  December, 
that  is  to  the  pn^rtion  of  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
instalment,  but  discounted  to  the  full  Tslue  of  the  stock, 
u4ach  was  paid  for  by  the  proceeds  of  the  same  dis- 
OMints;  sad  the  discount,  the  payment  of  the  seoond 
iiiiHelmimfii  the  payment  of  the  price  to  the  owner,  the 
tvaiuifor  and  toe  pledge  of  the  stock,  were,  as  it  is 
tumirfl,  simultaneous  acts.    All  the  disip.onnts  on  stock, 
after  the  SOth  February,  1817,  were  made  at  the  par  value 
of  tifi  shares,  which  enabled  the  discounter  not  only  to 
pay  the  whole  of  his  instalments,  including  the  specie 
part,  and  the  funded  debt  part,  but  also  to  draw  out  of 
the  bank  the  amount  which  might  have  been  paid  in 
on  his  shares.    It  is  alleged,  in  justification  of  those 
^iaeeunts,  that  specie  bore  a  very  high  premium,  and 
that  the  bank  could  not  have  commenced  business, 
unless  that  mode  of  obtaining  the  specie  payment  had 
bean  adopted.    With  respect  to  the  price  of  specie,  it 
upaam  to  have  been  six  per  cent  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  0th  January.  1817,  and  about  the  same  price  at 
Baltimore ;  and  that  it  had  been  much  higher.    Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  the  price  would  have  been  much 
enhanced,  in  consequenoe  of  its  being  understood  that 
the  coin  payment  on  the  second  instalment  would  be 
rigidly  exaiied,  yet  the  committee  cannot  pereeive  the 
juatiea  of  enabling  some  of  the  stockholders  to  evade 
tiMUt  payment,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  the  premium 
on  specie,  while  the  majority  had  been  compelled  to 
incur  the  same  loss,  in  order,  strictly,  to  comply  with 
the  law  and  their  engagements ;  particularly  ui^ost 
was  it  to  those  who  resided  at  such  a  distance  from 
the  bank  that  thev  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege    granted.     And  the  injustice  appean  the 
greater,  when  it  is  known,  that  the  expense  of  the 
specie  afterwards  imported  by  the  bank,  in  order  to 
supply  the  deficiency  produced  by  the  evasion  it  had 
authorized,  was  assessed  equally  upon  those  stockfaold-  | 
era  who  had  neglected  to  pay,  upon  those  who  had 
already,  at  considerable  loss,  fumished  their  quota  of 
coin,  and  upon  the  Government.    Seven  millions  was 
the  whole  sum  required  to  be  paid  in  coin — ^the  specie 
part  of  the  firat  inatalment,  amounting  to  $1,400,000 
was  paid :  of  the  $2,800,000,  which  was  to  have  been 
paid  at  the  second  instalment,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  amount  waa  actually  paid  in  coin. 
The  atatement  befinre  referred  to,  ma^ed  XXIY,  J 


'  will  ahaw  the  payments  in  coin  at  Fhiladaiphia;  and 
abstract  marked  XZVI,  wiU  eidulat  the  naninal  pay- 
menu  on  all  the  inatahnents,  of  which  $13,87S,610 
was  paid  by  the  stockheldem  in  ftmded  debt,  (axdap 
aivB  of  the  $7,000,000  subscribed  by  the  Gotveaunea^} 
inetead  of  $81,000,000  which  were  lufuiradhj  the  lav; 
and  $14,100,167  waa  paid,  n  stated  in  tho  abatiact,  in 
coin.    But,  in  that  abstract,  a  check  on  the  bank,  or 
on  other  banks  supposed  to  pay  epacie,  ia  deaawd  a 
payment  in  coin ;  and  as  the  payments  on  tba  second 
matalaaant  continued  to  be  made  and  raasivad  fin  ox 
months  and  more,  after  it  was  due,  and  aa,  daring 
that  timcb  large  diseounts  on  atocks  were  ooaatantly 
mada,  it  ia  obvious  that  the  abstract  canaat  bm  relied 
on  aa  exhibiting  an  actual  amount  pud  in  apacia. 
Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  could  the  whole  amount  of  tli» 
diacountaon  atock  be  considerad  as  having  been  apf^kcd 
to  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment    By  state- 
ment marked  (B)  refened  to  in  the  cashier'a  anawar, 
and  l^  thia  committee  marked  XXVII,  it  appaam  that 
the  discounts  on  the  30th  Julv,  1817,  on  pledged  atock, 
amounted  to  $8,046,938 :  of  this  amount,  a  part  was  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  third  inatalment,  and  a  part 
was  drawn  out  of  the  bank  by  the  dieeonntera.    Alarge 
portion  of  it,  is  believed,  however,  to  have  been  uaed 
to  pay  the  second  instalment.    Of  the  $3,800,088, 
which  was  to  have  been  paid  at  the  third  instalment, 
it  ii  believed  that  a  very  trifling  amount  was  paid  ia 
coin,  and  as  little  of  the  funded  debt,  but  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  both  was  paid  by  the  prooeeda  of  notes 
discounted  on  the  pledge  of  stock.    The  total  aaaount 
of  ij^acie  imported  firom  £urope  by  the  bank,  aince  its 
instaution  to  thai  time,  appeaia,  by  statement  muked 
XXYin,  to  be  $7,311,760  63,  the  expense  of  winch, 
including  interest  premium*  and  $90,000  psid  to  tha 
agent  for  going  to  Xondon,  amounts  to  $625,897  38. 
The  contract  made  for  a  part  of  that  specie,  and  the 
authority  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  agents  are  aubouttad, 
marked  XXIX,  XXX,    To  the  reaeons  urged  by  the 
officers  of  tiie  bai^,  that  such  waa  the  msuttltf  of  spe- 
cie, that  it  could  not  have  been  oblainad,  and  dmt, 
wittiout  facilitating  the  paymenia  by  nmking 
the  bank  could  not  have  gorm  into  opatation    the 
mittee  observe  that  they  are  at  a  loos  to  peaealea  how 
the  simple  act  of  discounting  could  make  tka  spscse 
more  plenty ;  that,  tf  it  was  not  actually  in  the  badk 
at  the  time  of  making  thoee  diasomtai  the  dhaakaaff 
die  diMountera  could  not  be  oonaideiad  aa  eqniiaJeifcl 
to  specie. 

The  amount  of  specie  in  the  Bank  of  the  Dnftad 
States,  ia  January,  1817,  waa  $1,784,101  $81i>ifla 
more  than  the  coin  part  of  the  first  inalalmeB^  and 
whidi  may  feiriy  be  preanmed  to  hava  been  iaiii«ad 
for  the  second  instalment.  If  than  the  limfci  of 
stockholders  founded  upon  diaoonnts  weie 
to  specie,  they  were  by  them  anthoiiaad  la 
of  the  bank  the  very  coin  which  had  been  paid  an  Vy 
other  Btockholdeis,  in  order  to  pay  it  into  llm  hai^ 
again,  for  their  own  benefit,  and  to  oaaiplsle  tha  pay* 
ment  of  the  specie  part  of  the  second 
operation  of  more  potent  in  creating  specie  thai 
ever  aacribed  to  the  fabled  finger  ofMidaa.  Tha  _ 
oral  statement  in  Pebiuary,  1817,  showa  that  tha  IoIbI 
amount  of  biHs  disoounted  was  $8,980,087^aakiag 
an  exeeaa  of  $1,806,968  of  diaeonnta  over  tba  apaeie 
in  the  bank.  From  which  it  would  result,  that  lbs 
ohMs  for  the  proceeds  of  thoee  diseounts  wetw  net  in 
all  cases  equivalent  to  speeie.  Aa  to  the  difiBent^  of 
the  bank  going  into  operation  without  thoee  dieeannla 
being  msde,  to  facilitate  the  payoMut  of  tho 
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U  la  not  pmmad  ham  tW 
T^mowtd  Khe  difficulty ;  for  h  i«  obTioti*  tluit  it  did  not 
add  ft  liiigle  cent  to  tbo  flpecie  in  the  Tonlte  of  the 
iaetitolion.  What  other  difficalty  than  the  want  of 
apeoB  the  bank  had  to  encoonter  ie  not  known,  ae  aJl 
other  obilnietiotte  eeem  to  have  yielded  almost  withp 
ont  an  efibit. 


The  efiad  of  these  diieonnts  w«i,  very  obnonaiy,  to 
lUe  those  who  had  mode  laise  pnrrhsins  to  retain 
tlMsir  stodi  without  poying  for  it»  and  to  deriTe  a  ben- 
efit fram  its  probable  advancement  in  piiee.  Had 
the  bank  rigloly  rsqoived  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
menl^  the  larf  e  stockholders  mnst  have  sold  that  por* 
tMn  of  thnb  shares  which  their  real  means  did  not 
enable  them  to  hold ;  or,  if  the  bank  had  not  exacted 
the  instalmalits,  and  had  not  aflbided  the  means  of 


snhet^atinf  credit  for  payment,  the  stock  woald  noi 
hmve  advanced  materially  in  price,  and  the  Ivge  hold- 
on  of  it  woold  have  had  no  inducement  to  retain  it. 
In  either  event,  a  mere  eqoal  diffusion  of  the  shaios 
would  have  been  the  consequence».and  it  would  have 
reached  the  hands  of  solid  capitalists,  who  would  have 
held  only  what  thoy  could  pay  for.  It  is  b^ieved  that 
the  kMs  of  tbi  dividends,  and  the  liability  to  pay 
interest  on  the  instalments  due,  would  have  been 
sofficient  to  compel  even  the  stockjobber  to  sell.  Al- 
though if  those  discounts  had  not  been  made  Uie  im- 
madiate  profits  of  the  bank  would  not  have  been  so 
laxge,  yet  it  would  not  have  had  an  unwieldy  capital 
ta  manage:  it  ceuld  have  prooseded  gradnally,  grow- 
ing with  the  growth  and  strengthening  with  Iho 
atnagth  of  the  nation,  aa  it  emerged  ftom  the  evils  of 
the  fiood  of  mar  issued  I7  the  h)ciaiBstitntioBa.  The 
bank  ooold  nave  folt  ito  way,  and  iiMwased  its  meei|s 
with  the  increasing  demande  of  Che  conntry.  Such  a 
eautkras  prooesding  would  have  enabled  it  to  tender 
invaluable  eerdce  in  checking  tke  issues  of  8tate 
hanks,  and  bringing  them  to  the  eltemalivoof  aveirod 
hankrnpley,  cr  to  tbo  permanent  resumplieii  ol  qiedo 
payments.  The  evil  of  the  oountiy  was  the  ImuMnca 
sasonnt  of  bank  notos  and  cradita.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  increased  it  by  its  credita  to  etockhold- 
en.  Thai  course  did  indeed  enable  the  directois  to 
declare  a  la^ge  dividend,  but  that  the  apparent  pioe- 
pea^  waa  tompotaiy  and  folladous,  is  demonetrated 
by  the  leeeal  dividend  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

It  nnght  have  been  euppossd,  as  it  hes  been  01904 
that  the  discounting  on  stock  waa  the  only  meane  in 
the  power  of  Ike  bank  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
second  instahnnit.  It  is  believed  that  the  engagement 
on  the  part  of  the  stockholden  could  have  been  en* 
foraadwithonftdifieottyby  thaoonrtaoflaw.  Deris- 
ions to  thatoftct  haw  been  made  in  the  Stateeof 
Pennsylvania,  Masmchnoetto,  and  New  Yoik.  And 
when  the  stockhoMer's  noto  wao  taken  without  an 
endorser  or  any  other  cellatesal  sscnrity  but  the  pledge 
of  the  stadt,  it  is  not  percrivod  hew  hie  Isgd  liobility 
vraa  incmaaod.  In  the  sale  of  the  stock  plodgod  there 
waa  indeed  a  prospect  of  indemnity,  wfaldi  depended 
however  wholly  on  the  price  of  shaves  in  the  maiket. 
The  same  rimnmotaness  that  prevented  the  actual 
payment  of  the  instalment  woold  have  interposed,  it  is 
pteaumod,  to  obstmet  the  liquidation  of  the  noto  in 
liaa  of  it.  And  in  the  emergenqr  which  would  have 
eompeJM  the  bank  to  mdnoe  ito  discounta,  it  would 
Bioot  probaUy  require  a  gaod  price  for  the  stock;  and 
the  very  necessity  of  the  times  which  would  force  an 
omuoal  qoantity  of  it  into  the  market,  would  prober 
Uy  defoat  ttia  object  of  security.    In  foct,  a  laigo  part 


of  the  amoant  thas  discounted  was  not  paid  at  the  ma- 
turity of  the  noteo,  (vide  statement  ZXYII,)  but  was 
renewed.  Of  the  still  larger  proportion  whi^  uppean 
from  that  statoment  to  have  been  paid,  it  is  wholly 
impossible  to  determine  what  part  was  converted  into 
notes,  on  personal  security,  or  what  part  resumed  the 
new  shape  which  was  given  to  notes  discounted  on 
pledged  stock  after  the  20th  February,  1817.  It  on|^ 
to  be  remarked  that  many  persons,  after  finding  the 
disposition  of  the  board,  obtained  discounts,  who  were 
perfectly  prefored  to  pay,  and  would  have  paid  their 
mstahnents,  if  the  inducemento  to  credit  had  not  been 
ofifored  to  them. 

Had  the  bank  resorted  to  ito  remedy  thiongh  the 
courto  to  obtain  the  payment  of  the  second  instahaenty 
it  would  probably  have  obtained  something  ftom  the 
stockholders — ^it  could  have  lost  nothing — and  at  all 
evento  would  have  saved  the  dividends  upon  the  delin- 
quent stoch.  But  by  taking  the  noto  of  the  owner  it 
admitted  that  Che  instalment  was  paid,  and  abandoned 
the  meana  of  coercion  given  by  the  charter  in  with- 
holding the  dividends,  and  obtained  nothing.  It  did 
not  increase  the  m^onsibility  of  the  stockholder,  while 
it  exposed  the  bank  to  the  certain  loss  of  the  divi- 
dends, and  to  the  chance  of  loss  if  the  stock  riiould  bo 
ferasd  into  the  market  in  Urge  quantities. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  reeolntions, 
and  the  pmctice  of  discounting  beforemcntioned, 
were  incorrect;  that  they  were  particularly  ejection- 
able^  from  their  partial  operation  in  aiflbrding  focilitiee 
to  some  stockholders,  which  could  not  bo  eigoyed  by 
those  at  a  distonce*  Even  at  Richmond,  the  stock- 
holders made  thair  paymento  for  the  second  instalment 
in  funded  debt  and  in  coin,  which  wsa  probablypuri- 
chaaed  at  a  prcBlkium.  The  committee  nnd  it  di&ult 
to  reconoilo  those  lesolulioas  with  the  views  profcmed 
in  their  adoption,  and  are  satisfied  that  ihtj  were 
connected  intimately  vrith  other  measures  ttlculated 
to  afiect  the  price  of  stock,  and  partjcularly  with  dis- 
connto  of  a  suniJar  character,  soon  after  made. 

One  of  the  acto,  obviously  intsnded  to  give  the  honk 
stock  a  high  price  in  the  European  market,  waa  tha 
establishment  of  an  agency  there,  to  pay  the  divi- 
dends. On  the  S8th  November,  1816,  a  resolutaon 
was  passed,  by  the  casting  voto  of  the  president^  and 
against  the  report  of  a  oommittoe  who  nad  been  ap- 
pointed to  eonrider  the  sulject,  authorizing  John  Ser- 
geant, Esq,  to  make  arrangemento  in  Europe  for  the 
payment  ci'  the  bank  dividends,  at  the  par  of  exchange, 
and  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  bank.  Such  an 
arrangement  was  made,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  to 
make  the  paymento  six  months  after  the  dividends 
were  declared ;  the  papera  on  this  subject  are  marked 
XXXIX,  XL,  XIX  How  for  it  was  o^ectionaUe  thua 
to  ofier  indncemento  to  foreignen  to  become  interested 
in  our  stock,  and  semi-annualljr  to  withdraw  from  the 
country  tha  amount  of  their  dividends,  the  committee 
do  not  undertake  to  decide,  as  they  eonrider  it  one  of 
those  general  and  abstract  sabjeeta  to  which  the  reso- 
tion  of  ths  House  doea  not  direct  thrir  attention.  Bntt 
thus  to  compel  American  stockholders,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  contributo  to  the  possible  loss  of  paying 
the  dividends  to  those  abroad,  appeam  unjust  The 
nearly  equal  division  of  the  directors  on  this  important 
subject,  and  the  able  reasons  assigned  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  against  the  measure,  ought  at  least  to 
have  prevented  the  predpitato  adoption  of  the  resola- 
tion.  And  when  the  committoe  find  among  the  eleven 
who  votod  in  the  affirmative  the  names  of  directoia 
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wlio  have  been  conatantly  and  laif ely  «ngtfed  in  the 
purchase  and  aale  of  atoek,  and  that  of  the  ten  who 
'voted  in  the  ne^attTe,  not  one  has  been  aseertained  to 
have  dealt  in  those  transactions,  thej  are  almost  irre- 
sistibly impelled  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  meaaore 
was  adopted  more  with  a  view  to  enhance  the  price 
of  shares,  than  for  the  permanent  benefit  of  the  ineti- 
totionl 

The  practice  of  discounting  on  stock,  to  the  fall 
amount  paid  upon  the  shares,  appears  to  haTo  com- 
menced early  at  the  parent  bank*  under  the  4th  by 
law,  which  is  similar  to  the  16th  regulation  for  the 
gOTomment  of  the  offices,  both  of  which  were  adopted 
at  the  commencement  of  the  institntion. 

They  authorize  discounts  without  an  endorser,  on 
the  stock  of  the  bank,  or  Uie  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  other  property  as  shall  be  approved 
when  pledged  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  notes.  By  a  statement  referred  to  in 
the  cashier's  examination,  XXVII,  it  appears  that  the 
total  amount  of  discounts  on  pledged  stock,  up  to  30th 
July,  1817,  was  f  8,046,933  64,  of  which  there  had 
been  paid,  at  that  time,  93,815^666  04;  those  loans, 
il  Is  presumed,  were  made  chiefly  at  PhUadelphia,  as 
the  Baltimore  loans  on  stock  hsd  not  commenced  to 
a  large  extent  at  that  time.  On  the  86th  July,  1817, 
a  resolution,  marked  XXXI,  was  adopted,  authorising 
the  offices  to  discount  notes,  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
bank  stock  or  funded  debt,  with  a  redtal,  that  it  might 
be  desirable  to  many  persons  to  obtain  temporary  loans 
on  such  pledges,  and  a  form  of  the  pledge  was  directed 
to  be  transmitted ;  it  is  marked  XXXII.  These  notes 
had  no  endorsers,  and  the  discount  was  in  feet  made 
upon  the  credit  of  the  stock.  For  bv  a.reeolotion  of  the 
30th  Beptomber,  1817,  marked  XXXIII,  the  president 
and  easmer  were  authorized,  in  all  cases  to  renew  these 
notes  when  they  fell  due  between  discount  days,  and  by 
the  resolution  of  November  6th,  1818,  marked  XXXIV, 
(he  preddent  and  caiAiier  were  authorized,  in  all  cases, 
when  required  by  the  party,  to  substituto  the  note  and 
hypothecation  of  the  person  to  whom  stock  might  be  by 
transferred,  and  on  which  loans  at  par  had  been  made. 

By  the  resolution  of  36th  August,  1817,  marked 
XXXV,  discounts  to  stockholders  were  authorized,  at 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  share,  upon 
presenting  collatoral  security  for  the  twenty-five  dollars, 
ne  provision  requiring  an  endoTMr,  or  collatoral  se- 
curity for  the  excess,  above  the  par  value,  was  in  many 
instances,  and  to  very  considerable  amounts,  effectually 
evaded,  by  some  of  the  largest  borrowers  becoming 
endorsers  for  each  other.  The  alleged  reasons  for  the 
resolution  are,  that  bank  shares  had  been  discounted 
upon,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollaiv,  by  the  local 
institutions  in  New  York,  and  that  it  was  necessary, 
in  order  to  employ  the  capital  which  had  been  increased 
beyond  the  ordinary  means  of  using  it  advantageously, 
by  the  redemption  of  eleven  millions  of  the  public  debt 
The  practice  of  other  banks  would  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  afibrd  any  justification  of  the  mea- 
aore ;  and,  when  that  practice  was  to  be  urged  as  a 
reason,  the  directors  ought  at  least  to  have  been  cor- 
rectly informed  of  the  fact  The  committee  addressed 
inquiries  to  the  several  banks  in  the  city  of  New  YoA, 
and,  from  their  answers,  it  appears,  that  in  two  or 
^ree  instances  only,  discounts  have  been  made  on 
the  bank  shares;  that  those  notes  never  were  re- 
newed ;  and  that  in  no  instance  has  any  bank  there 
discounted  on  the  idiares  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatoa  above  their  par  value.    And,  nlthongh  pains 


have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  tet,  no  evideBea  baa 
been  discovered  of  any  other  bank  barring  made  dis- 
counts on  stock  above  its  par  value. 

The  redemption  of  the  eleven  milliona  of  pnblic  debt, 
was  effected  by  the  application  of  that  MBoant  of  d#- 
posites  to  the  credit  of  the  Government,  then  in  the 
vaults  of  the  bank. 

Much  unfounded  and  unneoeeeary  eomplnint  appears 
to  have  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the  bank  against 
this  very  prudent  measure.  Thai  it  diaappoiAteid  the 
expectations  of  those  who  calculated  on  reeetviag  in- 
torest  from  the  Government  while  they  dioDoaiifed  on 
its  money  is  very  prohaUe  and  very  natorat  And  k 
is  not  surprising  that  some  expedient  should  have  been 
reeorted  to,  in  order  to  supply  another  eqmvalent  woawcm 
of  profit  But  there  wer^  oth^  reaouroei  bendes  th« 
stock  of  the  bank.  The  Government  siodL  vrae  better 
security,  and,  although  it  was  nnifimnly  above  per, 
the  directors  seem  never  to  have  thooght  of  dieconnt* 
ing  upon  it  above  its  par  value.  They  began  by  rating 
it  at  ninety  dollars  for  every  one  hundred,  while  they 
were  discounting  on  their  own  shares  at  par.  Bj  a  res- 
olution passed  30th  May,  1817,  marked  XXXVII,  the 
Government  stock  was  rsted  at  par ;  and  soon  after, 
bank  sharee  were  discounted  upon  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  for  every  one  hundred,  with  an  endoner 
for  the  excees. 

The  committee  are  surprised  to  find  ao  Ihtle  good 
paper  business  done  at  the  bank  and  its  offices,  wheie 
It  was  to  have  been  reaeonably  expected  that  the  met- 
chants  would  have  preferred  transacting  their  bma- 
ness.  The  directors  themselves  avow  that  they  nni- 
formly  gave  a  preference  to  etoek  notes  oTer  bosineas 
pfper;  their  reasons  are  contained  in  their  exanuna- 
tions.  But,  when  the  complaint  is,  that  the  bank 
had  more  capital  than  it  could  employ,  it  ia  aingnlar 
that  any  buainess  paper  should  have  been  n^ectad. 
In  July,  1817,  that  kind  of  paper,  to  tfie  nnioantof 
about  $340,000,  and,  in  August,  to  the  amount  of 
about  $499,600,  was  rejected  at  Philadelphia;  and, 
at  Baltimore,  in  July,  about  $407,000,  and  in  Aagnst 
about  $183,000,  were  rejected.  Theee  sniDe  are  not 
precieely  accurato,  but  are  suflkiently  so  for  general 
views.  Whether  this  paper  waa  each  aa  ooght  to 
hftvebeen  rqected,  the  committee  have  no  means  of 
determining.  The  amounta  rqected  are  prsbebly  not 
more  than  might  be  expected  fiom  a  bank,  doing  buai- 
ness on  such  an  extensive  scale,  at  any  other  time  than 
when  it  waa  anxious  to  employ  its  capitaL  Net  an 
instance  has  occurred  of  a  note  secnred  by  a  pledge 
of  stock  being  njected. 

On  the  9th  of  Jannaiy,  1617,  the  beani  rssolved, 
(paper  marked  XXXVI,)  ftom  and  after  the  90tk 
February  then  next,  and  to  the  let  of  inly,  lo  diarowwt 
notes  to  thoee  who  shonld  have  revenas  bands  to  p%j 
during  that  period.  The  amount  dsna  under  that 
resolution  wss  small,  and  it  does  not  an^eax  that 
such  notes  have,  at  any  time,  been  diaeouited  exteo- 
sivelT. 

The  principal  buaiuMs  of  the  bank  certainly  has 
been  to  discount  on  notes  seeored  by  a  {dodge  of 
stock,  under  the  various  rasolutiona  before  recttsd. 
Their  effect  wss  to  abandon  all  personal  aecority,  sad 
to  rely  entirely  on  the  stock  pledged—- a.  sysi«a 
which,  your  committee  think,  need  only  to  be  stsied 
to  insure  unqualified  rspiehension.  Beaidee  ibe  oh. 
jection  which  ariaee  ftom  theae  loana  beia^  ia  their 
nature  perpetual,  after  all  personal  aecority  wae 
abandoned,  it  appears  to  haw  been  an  act  of  eslt 
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ismiolatioii,  thw  to  plaea  beyond  th*  TMch  of  Uie 
iBititotiQa,  in  tho  ovent  of  an  emcrgeDey*  to  which  it 
sDd  all  dhtTB  are  liable,  ao  large  a  portion  of  ita  loana. 
On  (he  SOth  October  laat,  a  atatement  waa  made,  ex- 
hibiting the  amoonta  dtaconnted  on  notea  tecored  hj  a 
pledge  of  the  bwnk  stock,  and  then  remaining  unpaid, 
at  the  following  placea  :  at  Philadelphia,  94,680»800, 
of  which  $173,460  waa  above  the  par  Talne ;  at  Bal- 
timore, $S,403»436,  of  which  it  cannot  be  ascertained 
what  proportion  was  above  the  par  valne,  bat  it  is  be- 
lieved to  have  exceeded  $500,000;  at  Charleston, 
$897,4S9,  of  which  $2,000  waa  above  par ;  at  Wash- 
ington, ^i98,570i,  of  which  bat  a  small  amount  waa 
above  par ;  at  Richmond,  $209,840,  and  none  above 
par.  There  are  no  accounts  from  the  other  offices, 
the  directors  having  required  statementa  only  from 
those  whose  diooounts  on  stock  exceeded  $100,000. 
A  statement  has  been  famished  by  the  bank  of  the 
amount  discounted  at  the  above  placea,  and  remaining 
unpaid  at  this  time,  marked  XLiI,  which  differs  some- 
what, but  not  materiaUj,  from  the  statement  in  Octo- 
ber last ;  by  that  statement,  the  total  amount  of  dia- 
eoonts  at  the  bank  and  at  thoae  offices,  on  pledged 
stock,  ia  $8,033,954 ;  and,  by  the  general  statement 
on  the  1st  December  last,  the  total  amount  of  aueh 
discounts,  at  the  bank  and  all  ita  officea,  ia  $8,934,712  ; 
the  difference  between  which  aums  ia  the  amount  dia- 
eonnted  at  all  the  other  officea  not  above  enumerated. 
The  committee  have  compiled  a  statement  (XLIII,} 
which  exhibita,  among  other  things,  the  total  amount 
of  discounts  at  the  bank  and  all  its  offices,  at  difierent 
periodBf  on  peraonal  security  and  on  pledged  stock, 
from  which  it  wrill  appear  that  the  largest  amount  dis- 
counted on  bank  atock  waa  in  January  and  February, 
1818,  when  it  waa  $11,244,514. 

Prom  this  recital  it  will  be  apparent  how  large  a 
portion  of  the  cajutal  of  tho  bank  waa  thua  placed 
beyond  ita  control.  Although  there  have  been  aome 
fiuctuationa  in  tho  amounts  of  those  diaconnte  at  dif' 
ierent  perioda,  yet  the  greateat  part  of  them»  indeed 
the  whole,  with  but  few  exceptions,  have  been  con- 
stantly renewed  from  time  to  time,  aa  the  notea  fell 
due,  in  many  cases  at  four  and  aix  montha.  Indeed 
every  aubaequent  act  of  the  bank  has  been  wholly  at 
war  with  the  profeasion  of  these  loana  being  temporary, 
held  out  in  the  recital  of  the  resolution  of  the  25th 
ix:^,  marked  XXXI,  and,  in  order  to  inaure  the  great- 
eat  amount  of  auch  loans,  and  at  the  same  time  afford 
iacilitiea  to  the  prompt  purchase  and  aale  of  alock,  the 
directora»  on  the  8th  Auguat,  1817,  paaaed  a  general 
reaolntioni  aathorixing  the  president  and  caahier  to 
diaoonnt  all  atock  notea  that  ahould  be  offered  be- 
tween diacoont  daya,  to  a  certain  amount;  and,  by 
varioua  rceolutiona,  adopted  at  difierent  meetinga  un- 
til 7th  September,  ^propriated  $2,000,000  to  their 
^apoaal  for  that  pnrpoae.  The  papera  referred  to  are 
marked  XLIV.  And  on  the  30th  September,  1817, 
tke  reaolntlon  already  referred  to,  marked  XXXIII, 
paaaed,  authorixing  those  offices,  in  all  cases,  to  renew 
the  atock  notea  aa  they  fell  due  between  diacount 
daya. 

Another,  and  probably  much  more  oenaurable  eilect 
of  theae  varioua  reaolutiona  and  prooeedinga  waa,  to 
keep  the  price  of  the  atock  constantly  advancing,  until 
it  reached  a  point  where  it  exploded  and  fell.  From 
vmrioue  eonicea  of  information,  the  eommittee  have 
aompiled  a  table  of  the  prioea  of  atecky  at  the  diffinent 

Eriode,  which  these  reaolutiona  were  adopted,  ma^ed 
LV,  firoja»  which  thi^  efiecl  in  eahanong  the  pfiea 


of  aharea  ia  very  eleariy  cxhibitedi  It  wfil  appaaar, 
from  that  table,  that  the  price  of  aharea  at.  Philadel* 
phia  on  the  90th  of  Auguat,  1817,  waa,  according  to 
the  public  renorts,  $147  60 ;  according  to  the  teati> 
mony  of  Mr.  McEuen,  a  broker,  it  waa  $144 ;  at  the 
aame  place  on  the  80th  of  the  aame  month,  the  priee 
waa  $166  60.  The  reaolutton,  authorixing  discounta 
on  stock,  at  $125,  waa  PjMaed  on  the  25th  of  the  aame 
month,  vide  XXXV.  Theae  h/cU  would,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee,  be  aufficient  to  condemn  a  sja- 
tem,  which  thus  enabled  a  stockjobber  to  sport  with 
the  property  of  others.  8tod[jobbing,  to  an  immenae 
extent,  and  wagera  on  the  price  of  aharea,  were  ita 
inevitable  consequences.  It  gave  equal  facilitiea  to 
the  bankrupt^  who  had  not  credit  enough  to  obtain  an 
endorser,  and  to  the  capitalist.  Stock  could  be,  and 
was  purchaaed,  without  the  advance  of  a  cent,  by  the 
purchaaer,  who  had  only  to  apply  to  the  directors,  or 
to  the  president  and  cashier,  between  discount  daya, 
for  a  loan  on  the  sharea  ahont  to  be  bought,  and,  by 
what  is  termed  a  simultaneous  oiieration,  he  ol^neo 
his  discount,  and  with  it  paid  for  his  stock.  A  rise 
in  the  mariket  would  enable  him  to  aell  hia  aharea, 
pocket  the  difference,  and  commence  operationa  anew. 
And  the  committee  are  compelled  to  state,  that,  in 
fact,  the  largest  loana  on  pledged  atock  were  made  to 
brokers,  and  to  individuals,  who  appear  to  have  been 
conatantly  in  market  Loana  ou  atock,  at  a  rate  be- 
low ita  par  value,  may,  unqueationably,  be  uaeful  to 
the  merchant,  who  would  avoid  the  obligation  impoaed 
by  requiring  an  endorser,  and  would  be  highly  bene- 
ficial to  the  bank,  when  reatrained  within  moderate 
limits,  and  not  made  permanent 

But  the  loana  actually  made  were  moat  of  them  un- 
reaaonablB  and  excaasive  in  their  amount;  they  were 
not  made  to  the  merchant  and  trader,  but  to  a  few 
persona  conaiating  of  duectora,  brokers,  and  apeeula^ 
tore ;  and  have  been  renewed  and  continued,  almoet 
invariaUy,  at  the  option  of  the  borrower.  And  when, 
in  Ju^  laat,  the  board  decided  a  curtailment  of  ita 
diacounts,  it  foil  in  almoat  all  caaea  upon  the  bualneoa 
paper,  while  the  immenae  amounCa  loaned  on  atock 
pledgee  were  but  little  affiMted,  excepting  at  the  offi- 
cea at  Richmond  and  Waahiogrton,  where  the  curtail- 
ment appear  to  have  fallen  equally  on  all  notes. 

But  the  disoounu  at  thoae  plaeea  on  atoA  were  very 
email,  particulariy  when  compared  with  Baltimore, 
where  the  loana  were  such  and  ao  long  continued  as 
to  receive  tiie  animadveraiona  of  the  parent  board.  An 
unwillingneaa  to  injure  the  private  credit  of  thoae  en- 
gaged in  Uie  abovementioned  tranaactiona,  where  no 
public  good  ia  perceived  to  be  probable  from  the  die- 
cloaure,  inducaa  the  committee  to  withhold  the  men- 
tion  of  their  names. 

But  in  respect  to  the  directors,  the  committee  con- 
sider Uieir  conduct  intimately  connected  vHth  the  gen- 
eral management  of  the  concerns  of  the  bank ;  and, 
under  a  aenae  of  the  duly  devolved  upon  Uiem,  they 
atate  that  many  of  the  directors,  aa  well  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  aa  thoae  elected  by  the 
stockholden,  appear  to  have  been  the  most  forward 
and  the  most  active  in  trafficking  in  atock.  The  mere 
purchasing  sharea  with  an  intention  to  return  them, 
would  nut  be  improper,  even  in  a  director,  if  made 
without  any  view  to  intended  future  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  which  he  waa  a  member.  But  the  practice 
of  purchasing  at  one  time,  when  the  atock  was  low, 
and  aetting  at  another,  after  its  price  had  been  en- 
hanead  by  the  neaanrea  adopted  by  the  directors,  ia 
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oertotnly  iiBfair  and  oeBsi»able«  It  if  tiie  perfvnioti 
of  4  pnUic  and  honorable  trait  to  tho  porpoaea  of  aelf- 
aggiandiaement,  and  plaoaa  the  direetova  in  a  Mtnation 
whofe  their  own  tnteresU  afibrd  a  atrong  templation 
to  the  abuae  of  that  tniat  Still  more  reprehensible  ia 
the  oottdoct  of  thooe  directora  who  made  contracta  for 
the  pnrehMe  of  ato^  deliTerable  and  payable,  at  a  fa- 
taie  period,  at  a  low  rate,  and  during  the  intermediate 
time,  by  their  own  official  acta,  raiaed  the  priee  of  the 
Btock  to  itihigheit  point.  Theoommitteedonotdeem 
it  neceanry  to  repeat  the  deteila,  whieh  will  be  fonnd 
in  tho  examinatioaa  of  the  directora  and  olBoeia,  here- 
with aubmitted,  marked  LII,  UII. 

Bt  comparing  those  examinationawith  the  prices  of 
ato^  herembefore  referred  to,  the  Hooae  will  bo  ena- 
Med  to  perceive  which  of  the  directors  haTe  partici- 
pated in  this  business.  With  respect  to  the  public 
directors,  conndering  Uiem  as  public  officers,  respon- 
atble  to  Uie  Gtoremment,  and  subject  to  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  this  House,  the  committee  deem  it 
their  duty  to  state  that  the  president,  William  Jonea, 
Baq.,  and  George  Williams,  Esq.,  appear,  from  their 
own  declarations,  and  from  the  testimony  of  a  number 
of  Witnesses,  to  have  been  deeply  concerned  in  those 
apeculationa.  Mr.  Jonea  appears  to  have  purchased 
1,556  sharea  at  a  high  rate,  and  to  have  sold  a  large 
part  of  them  at  a  loos.  He  atatea  that,  in  the  Summer 
of  1617,  he  purchased  a  contract  of  1,000  ahares,  at 
9iat  per  share,  deliverable  2d  January,  1818,  and  soon 
after  another  contract  for  1,000  ahares,  deliTerable  in 
!f  ovember  following,  at  ^135  per  share ;  both  of  which, 
he  says,  were  aold  at  $150  per  share ;  from  which  two 
contracts,  it  would  appear,  he  realised  933,000.  There 
is  much  ambiguUy  resting  on  theae  tranaactions,  aris- 
ing from  the  i»eompatible  stattementa  of  Mr.  Jonea, 
Mr.  George  Williams,  Mr.  D.  A.  Smith,  and  Mr.  James 
W.MoCuliooh.  The  three  latter  gentlemen  appear  to 
apeak  of  the  aame  eontraela  and  purchaaes,  but  give 
aieooanta  of  them  eomewhat  vtriat  fimn  that  of  Mr. 
Jeoea ;  partieulaily,  Dennis  A.  Smith  and  iamea  W. 
lloOttlloch  speak  of  one  of  thoee  contxmcts,  or  of  some 
oAer,  aa  havng  been  ptesenled  to  Mr.  Jones  grattri* 
toualy,  after  the  atock  had  riaen,  and  it  was  obviooa 
that  a  profit  would  be  realised,  of  whieh  Mr.  Jonea 
makes  no  mention.  Mr.  Jonea  atalea  that  he  sold  both 
those  contraoU  to  D.  A.  Smith;  Mr.  Smith  as^a  he 
was  one  of  the  persona  who  made  one  of  theae  ooa- 
.  tracta  a  present  to  Mr.  Jonea;  that  the  atock  never  waa 
transfonod;  and  that  the  pioftt»amountingti>9l5^000, 
was  ^aid  to  Mr.  Jonea  in  money.  Although  the  pre* 
cise  tmie  is  not  specified  by  Mr.  Jonea,  yet  it  iaobviDoay 
from  the  rate  at  whieh  the  eontiaets  were  pwchaaed. 
that  it  must  have  been  eome  time  anterior  to  the  36th 
of  August,  1817;  for,  at  no  time  after  that  period, 
dazing  the  year  1617,  waa  atock  ao  low  aa  135.  That 
the  resolution  of  that  date,  authorising  diaeonnt  on 
atock  at  26  per  cent,  above  its  par  value,  had  an  im- 
mediate effect  on  ita  price,  will  have  been  aeon  ftom  a 
former  part  of  this  report.  The  oommittee  do  not  bea- 
itate  to  say,  that  although  hie  motivca  mi^  have  been 
atricUy  correct,  and  his  vote  given  without  any  refers 
ence  to  hia  private  intereat,  yet  his  eituation  foibade 
hia  acting  on  a  queation  whose  raeult  was  ao  import 
tnnt  to  him ;  or  rather  that  he  ought  never  to  have 
placed  himself  in  that  aituation.  The  high  trast  re- 
posed in  the  president  of  a  National  Bank  by  ^  Gov- 
eaiment,  and  by  the  representatives  of  the  alockhol- 
decs,  required  that  he  ahould  abatain  from  aU  oenoena 
in  which  the  pike  of  stock  waa  material.    Bfr.  ^nea 


appears  to  consider  them  as  lawfrd  urivmte  eoBcem; 
the  oommRlee  deem  them  inttmdelf  connaeted  wift 
the  pubKc  management  of  the  inatltuliim ;  ef  their  kv* 
fulneas  and  propriety,  it  is  for  the  Hooae  to  judge. 

Mr.  George  Williams,  another  public  director,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  deeply  concerned  in  the  pnrtkate 
of  stodc,  and  in  the  making  and  purdmae  of  eootndi 
for  the  delivery  of  stock  to  a  Isjge  amout&t.  Eveiy 
witneas  that  has  been  examined  speaka  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's transactions  in  that  respect.  Mr.  WUfiams  Iub- 
self  dedined  stating  the  amounta  and  pricea  at  which 
he  purchased,  and  Uie  committee  did  not  tfhoik  propet 
to  insist  upon  his  answers,  as  thay  had  already  ob- 
tained aatisfoctory  information  respecting  his  oonduct ; 
and  examined  him  chieflv  to  give  him  the  oppoituni^ 
of  making  such  explanations  as  he  thought  pn>pei,  of 
which  he  waa  advised  at'  the  time.  With  reject  to 
the  other  public  directors,  Messrs.  Pieroe  Butler  and 
John  ConneHy,  it  satia&ctorily  appeara  that  th^  wen 
not  in  the  least  concerned  in  theae  atockjobbing  trans- 
actions ;  and,  with  reapect  to  Walter  Bowne^  althoiigh 
his  residence  in  Kew  York  did  not  give  the  coounittee 
the  same  means  of  information,  yet  no  evidence  has 
been  discovered  to  implicate  him.  Jonathan  Sndth, 
Esq.,  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  haa  had  oouaideiaUa 
dealings  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stock,  and  in 
making  and  purchasing  contracts  for  ita  ddivery  at 
fixture  periods.  The  remaik  is  applicable  to  J.  W. 
McCuUocb,  Esq.,  the  cashier  of  the  office  at  Baltimwc, 
to  a  much  greater  extent  Although  theae  gentleeicB 
might  have  no  direct  agency  in  the  meeanres  which 
were  to  affect  the  price  of  stock,  yet  the  inflaenoe  of 
their  stations  ought  to  be  great;  and  it  ia  to  be  la- 
mented  that  they  should  have  ptaeed  themaelves  in  a 
aituation  where  the  exercise  of  that  inflnenoe  might  be 
aseiibed  to  impieper  oeusee.  With  reapect  ta  tiie 
other  difeeloia,  their  examinatieBa  win  enafals  the 
Houae  to  determine  how  for  (hey  have  minghid  in 


Besides  the  oljectlon  which  has  already  been  m^ 
to  the  reaolution  of  the  8th  August,  1817,  authoririag 
the  president  and  cashier  to  diieount  notes,  as  being 
connected  vrith  a  series  of  proceedinga  evidently  esl- 
culated  to  enhance  the  price  of  stock,  by  affiitdiog  &- 
dfities  to  the  making  of  ]>rompt  purchaaea,  it  it  still 
more  objectionable  aa  being  a  delegation  of  power 
which,  in  the  o|nnion  of  your  committee,  the  directort 
had  no  right  to  grant ;  and  when,  connoted  with  the 
power  also  given  to  them,  of  indefinite  and  unlimited 
renewal  of  the  stock  noting  it  was  pladng  the  great 
bulk  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  entirely  wiOin  th^i 
control.    The  same  practice  appears  to  have  be«n  si- 
most  universal  at  t)i0  office  in  Baltiinoiv,  where  the 
|>iesident  and  cashier,  9b  appeaia  by  fhrir  examina- 
tions, have,  under  the  audionty  of  the  bosrd  of  direo- 
ton  at  that  place,  always  discounted  notes  vrithout  an 
endorser,  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock.    As  they  were 
not  restricted  by  the  board,  they  appear  aceordhkgly  to 
have  exereiaed  the  power  to  a  very  considerahle  ex- 
tent*   Still  more  objectionable,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  is  the  practice  at  that  office  of  allowing  the 
president  and  oashiar  to  purchase  or  diaconiil  drafts 
and  biUs^  payable  from  eight  to  sixty  daya ;  becnoae,  za 
those  diseaonta,  the  peraonal  aeeurity  Is  the  moat  iia- 
portent  dreumatanoe.    It  has  been  done  to  very  hzge 
amounts,  though  no  loss  appears  yet  to  have  aoerucd. 
At  Biohmond,  an  equally  istpteper  delegetton  of  povrer 
to  the  casUer  appears  to  hive  been  granted,  in  anAoro 
iaing  him  la  diaaount  nofea  on  pledged  etoek  at  mxiy 
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aiftvrMOBliMi  AlUraii  enarimttiit  of  tloM  wacki, 
tlie  diwaHit-ofthat  •flee  hed  the  wiedom  to  ebendim 
il-^mie  ji^eie  ef  BkhHMid  eflee,  XLVI.  At  llM 
office  IB  tfai»eity,  tlM  penver  IumImmi  diienetly  Umitod 
and  ae  diMiiell J  esesmed.  Two^^aweef  tiMtenk 
■MB  te  jov  eoaunitlee  t»  deierTe  notice  —»  of 
them,  thai  mo  dieoowHa  iUl  be  mde  witfuNH  the 
eoBieiu  o£  three  Jwifthe  ef  the  diMetanweaeBt;  and 
another,  that  ne  dwettor,  withawt  apeeul  attthorily» 
ihaU  be  pemittsd  to  laaaenf  the  cadb  eeaoimt  ef  any 
pcnoD  irith  the  baalb  Theae  by*kwe  appear  to  !•■• 
ikr  aap^ioiy  U»  piMMoae  ef  tfw  dhartar,  aiithenriiig 
theappeintBMftt,  hj  the  Ck»veBiBaeBt»  of  QBe4UHi  of 
tb9  whole  snaabev  of  dheetow;  ud  are  difiHent  Craea 
the  proviflfOQe.ia  that  mpeot  by  the  Ibiaier  Bai^  of 
the  Uaited  aialaa^  Akhevih  aoat  of  the  laeal  bMka  aa 
PhUadalFhiahfti^aiaaikriefalalkiM.  8l»iiU  aelate 
of  thu«i  ant.  in  which  the  MeckUden  ahould  deeaa 
thaii  iaimmk  haHile  t»  that  ef  the  Mtioa,  each  pnwwh 
ionaaelboaealaled  would  leader  the  Owernaaeal  di- 
lectiae  awie  qinrlainiaef  the  moeeedinga  ef  the  hoarf> 
Hie  eooMiitiee  epdewtri  to  eblMi  «  atetanaat  ef 
the  thana^  spaa  wfttteh  the  aaetaloMiila  had  nal  been 
paid,  aad  ef  the  fieaaawe  owiay  theaa*  TheoAeeraof 
the  baah  aiihUurt  lh>e«  that,  from  the  intg^ku  mm^ 
k  vhkh  iia  «iCBe«nli  of  the  p^aente  l^d  been 
itmalnvanaiUe  lo  obtam  an  aoaaate  etala* 
meat  Bat  the  fiaet  k  ateltladf  that  the  dmd«da 
have  bew  laid  tn  mom  dafinfoant  atoeUwidew,  wha 
Me  6a^  aad  to  wham  bat  a  mall  aaMvat  af  aladi  ba* 
loBfV.  The  dieiilaaii  have  been  anitenlf  paid  la 
tboM  stoclMdaBa  whaaa  nataa  were  diafrtantnii  to  the 
fvU  par  nhie  of  the  i«Q«h»  wMk  the  praeeada  of  which 
tbty  latd  ttwir  haHiiaMitbi^  iadadiag  the  landed  p«t 
i>  weU  aa  thaapeaie  part.  The  hgnatiee  ef  thie  pro* 
eaadiac  tovaidathaae  who  had  laaUy paid  Ihairhiatal* 
BMnta  aemdiag  la  their  eacacaaaaate,  and  who  i«-> 
oaiTcd  ao  OMta  hanefit  fram  tboee  pi^nanta  than  thoaa 
«tookholda»who  aidiatllBled  their  alecfc  in  piaoe  of 
9^eieaadihBdM  deht^ie  Meet  obvioaes  The  alock 
tbat  bad  naUf  never  been  paid  ftr,  bat  whieh  raaiained 
pbdgadiir  the  very  credit  fiven  il,  wae  entitled  to 
dnwr,aaddiddsaw,aeaBBdkdindeBd  aa  thatudiieh 
bad  bean  kii^  and  paaetnaUy  paid. 

The  root  andeooroeef  all  theee  inatanoea  of  niiKon* 
duct,  waa  theiMaBal  and  raprafaeneftle  dinrion  of  ato*^ 
By  thefifBt  ta&mental  article  ef  the  charter,  no  per^ 
mHi  copartnanhip,  or  body  politic  ehaff  be  entitled  to 
aeie  than  thhty  votaa;  and  yet,  in  TioUtlon  of  thia 
piDnaioa»  it  will  iffaat,  ftoai  the  esDaniaation  of 
Theiaaa  TiaiMr^  Gnajja  WiMiani^  Demii  A.  Saiith, 
and  Janaa  W.  MaCaUoeh,il  waaaeanuMa  and  gaa- 
tralpnactice^well  haearn  Id  tfaajadfaaof  the  ebelinn 
•ad  to  the  direetera,  to  dtiada  ahareaialeaaaUparoeli, 
v«]riBs  from  eae  la  twenty  aharealo  a  nanae^  held  m 
tha  ntmea  of  naiaaaa  wbo  had  no  ialareal 
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aad  to  ^alaiMa  tibe  aharee  thoa  held»  aa  attomeyai  for 
the  pNlMdad  ptapnetanb    By  eoaie  of  the  wttneaaaa. 


It  ia  etonad  that  the  olfeet  war  to  hiiaaaoe  Iha  eleo- 
tion.  Mr.  Upat^one  of  the  jndgea  ef  the  iiat  alea* 
ttoa^atotaathatbe  did  a>  baaiactt  The  efiact  waa, 
tfiat  Bahaaaa^  which  had  aboot  anaaee«ith  of  the 
ahaaaa  owned  b^iadiiidaalai  fare  mere  fkma  ene>fi>arth 
o/att  the  fatBetbafteanhlbe  sifan. 

In  that  pbeathwa  were  1,171  ahaiaa  taken  in  l,in 
Banee,  by  Qearga  Willanie,  aa  anomcy,  the  whole  of 
which,  an  exaalMlion,  he  owned*  At  Philadelphia 
MBly  ona-tfairi^  the  ahatap  ware  owned,  and  the 


vetea  given  at  that  plaae  waia  riiaat  two-nintfaa  of  the 
whole  anthorlaed.  For  a  more  partienlar  knowledge 
ef  thaae  diwaions  of  aharea,  the  committee  refer  to 
the  atalameat  herewith  anbaaitted,  marked  XLYII. 
They  are  net  aware  that  any  remarka  which  eoold  be 
made  by  them  eoold  praaent  the  anbject  in  a  atronger 
light  tlam  the  above  atatament  of  facta.  The  aaoae 
peraona  vHk>  thua  held  the  power  of  appointing  direct- 
on,  are  found  to  have  the  greateat  loana  on  atock.  It 
ia  alleged  that  they  have  now  eenaolidated  the  riiaree; 
bat,  when  oecaaion  ahall  raqoire  their  diviaion,  former 
prmetioe  will  fodlitato  the  operation.  In  the  optnien 
of  the  eemmittee  it  ia  the  greateat  evil  in  the  whole 
rfalem,  aad  ia  the  origin  of  all  othenu  80  long  aa  the 
large  ateckheldeie  can  eontrel  the  choice  of  direetora, 
ae  long  can  they  hM  and  acquire  immenae  amoanto 
of  atock,  by  the  preceeda  of  notaa  diacoontod  on  their 
aharee,  mid,  ao  long  ae  they  oan  obtain  anch  diaooonta, 
ihny  can  control  the  eleeUon  of  dlrectera.  The  aya- 
tem  plaeee  the  prapeity  of  the  other  atockholden,  aad 
of  we  Ckivemment,  Ae  credit  of  the  bmik,  and  of  in- 
dlvidnaia,  and,  in  a  meaaore,  that  of  the  nation,  at  the 
mercy  of  a  fow  laiga  ateekheldeie,  who,  wilheat  liav> 
lag  really  c<«tillmted  to  Um  wealth  or  valve  of  the 
inetitation,  have  the  control  of  ito  eoncema.  It  t^ 
qnima  a  eorraetive ;  and  the  committee  are  of  opinioB, 
tlmt  it  ia  to  the  power  of  Congreea  to  paaa  a  aapple- 
menlaiy  law,  net  contrary  to,  bat  in  aopport  or  the 
provialone  of  the  chaitor,  and  to  give  it  tiie  trve  and 
real  eflbct  originell^  eonlemplatod.  And  they  have  in* 
atraded  their  chauman  to  aak  leave  to  report  a  bitt 
prepared  for  that  puvpoee. 

The  oenamitlee  deem  it  their  daty  alae  to  aabnnt  to 
the  Hooaa  a  raaolatton  marked  LXVlII,  aathorizmg  a 
diaoaimt  ef  a  noto  of  9S0,000,  et  M  daja,  aad  dbect* 
ing  that  it  ahonld  be  paid  by  a  peat  noto  drawn  at  96 
daya  after  dato.  It  ia  atated  by  the  caahier,  in  hia  ex* 
eininatioa,  that  that  poet  noto  waa  made  payable  in 
Phitadelpfaia.  They  mid  a  raaolation  of  the  30th  of 
Janoary,  1817,  XLDC,  earpreaaly  authenaiag  the  office 
in  Baltimore  to  grant  macoanto  to  the  amoant  of 
#100,000,  to  be  paid  in  peat  notea  at  60  daya  after 
dato.  There  ia  no  doubt  entertained  that  &i»  waa 
done  in  Baltimore  from  ita  aubaequently  aeking  per- 
miaaion  to  do  more,  althoogh,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  bookeofthat  oflce  are  kept,  it  would  be 
difieait  to  aaeertoin  the  fret  The  only  eireamalance 
which  throwe  an^  denbt  npon  the  tranaactian  being 
deemed  oaariona  My  that  iaatead  of  exacting  mere  than 
lawfrd  intaraK»  tha  bank  haa  chafSged  and  received  hat- 
lereat  en  money  that  it  never  loaned.  Not  being  a 
dkaft  on  anolher  oflooi  it  cannot  be  conaidated  aa  an 
eachanfo  oparation.  Aa  tha  pertiea  htfva  a  remedy 
in  the  oonrta  ef  jnatiee  for  any  imary  they  mafy  have 
anatoiimd,  the  oammiHeeda  not  deem  it  neaeaaaiyto 
raeommend  aay  proviaion  an  the  aobiect 

Under  tha  reaohitiona  anthoriaiBg  diaooanto  ea 
pledmd  atoch,  a  fonn  of  pledge  waa  adopted,  marked 
u&.  A,  and  oadOT  the  replution  of  tWih  July  an- 
other form  waa  adeptad*  XXXII,  both  of  which  wata 
need  by  thoae  ebtoining  loana.  Although  tiie  latter 
Arm  ia  In  the  ahape  ef  a  meiigage  or  hypotiweatioa, 
yetthoequitaMe  interaetin  the  atock  waa  in  the  bank. 
It  might  be  qoeetieaed  whether  a  atockholder  eeaU 
vote  upon  hia  ahaea  which  had  been  ectually  tnna- 
ftrred  to  the  cadner  in  that  fonn.  It  doea  not  appear 
that  any  objeeUena  have  been  made  to  aoch  voteoi  but 
Ihat  ta^v  have  been  teeefved  without  acraple.  It  will 
bafonnd  dIflSoilt  to  Mcoacile  with  the  aiiithfruidM 
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mtal  crticle  of  tlie  charter  a  naolatioa  at  tha  S4lb 
June,  1817,  by  which  the  board  resoWed  to  purchaaa 
93|000,000  of  the  public  debt,  as  the  ageat  of  the 
CommiMioiiers  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  and  to  deliver  it 
to  them  at  par.  That  reaolntton,  with  the  letter  of 
the  president  of  the  bank,  anaoandng  ite  pnrobaie^ 
and  a  ■tetement  of  iti  coat,  are  herewith  anbmitted, 
narked  L.  a.  b.  c  From  theae  it  will  appear  that  the 
bank  had  aold  f8,000,000  of  ite  deb^  in  England, 
with  which  to  pardiaae  qwcie.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaoiy  claimed  the  right  to  redeem  it,  under  the 
proviuona  of  Uie  charter;  and,  after  aome  negottatinn, 
a  oompromiae  was  efiected,  by  the  bank  undertaking 
to  purchase  two  other  millions  in  lieu  of  that  sold,  and 
to  deliver  it  at  par.  The  idea  of  ite  purchasing,  as 
the  agent  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
is  exploded,  when  it  is  discovered  that  the  stock  oost 
^t  •8,0r»4,S64  20,  which  it  was  bound  to  deliver  at 

r,  by  which  a  loss  was  produced  of  •64,864  26. 
vonld  be  a  novel  idea,  that  a  mere  agent  was  to  do 
the  buainess  of  his  principal  solely  at  the  expense  of 
the  agent.  And  it  is  ^obvious,  frmn  the  whole  tnns- 
aotion,  that  the  purchase  was  really  on  aooount,  and 
lor  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  to  enable  it  to  maintain  ite 
ikith  with  the  purchasers  of  the  debt  sold  in  Bngland. 
The  apology  for  the  bank  is,  that  it  was  done  under 
the  sanction  of  a  high  officer  of  the  Government,  and 
altfiongh  the  committee  feel  bound  to  eay  that  it  was 
a  vioUtion  of  the  article  before  quoted,  yet,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  considering  that  it  was  done  in 
good  faith,  they  do  not  themselves  think  it  eucfa  a  vio- 
lation as  requires  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

On  the  subject  of  the  facilitiea  fumiahed  by  the 
bank  to  the  Government,  in  the  transmission  and  ort- 
lection  of  the  public  revenue,  and  ite  fulfilment  ef  ite 
engagement  in  discharging  the  duties  of  commis- 
sioners of  loans,  and  agente  for  militery  penaiotts,  the 
accompanying  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
marked  LI,  shows  ite  conduct  has  been  satisfoctory. 

There  appear  to  have  been  some  contentions  be- 
tween the  parent  board  and  aome  of  ite  officers,  but 
the  committee  have  not  deemed  them  sufficiently  con- 
nected with  any  practical  objecte  of  inqaiiy,  to  justii^ 
their  going  into  the  merite  of  theee  controversies, 
which  would  be  a  work  of  much  time  and  labor,  and 
would  not  repay  the  trouble.  And  it  would  be  unjuat 
to  make  any  statement,  without  making  it  in  detsiU. 

In  order  to  give  the  House  full  information  of  the 
atate  of  the  bank  since  ite  institution,  a  statement  ex- 
hiblttng  ite  condition  at  different  periods,  msrked 
XIJII,  and  various  tebles  and  stetemente,  compiled 
by  the  committee,  or  by  Ihem  verified,  are  submitted : 
among  thent  will  be  found  stetemente  of  notes  issued 
pavable  at  each  office,  and  of  notes  returned  to  the 
officee  respectively;  reporteof  the  committee  of  direct- 
ors previous  to  each  dividend ;  a  complete  list  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank ;  No.  1»  exhibiting  the  namee 
of  those  who  were  such  at  the  first  dividend,  with 
their  places  of  residence,  and  the  number  of  sharea 
held  by  them  respectively,  at  that  time,  and  at  each 
subsequent  dividend ;  No.  S,  exhibiting  the  names  of 
those  who  became  stockholders  after  the  first  dividend ; 
and  No.  3,  dxhibiting  thoee  who  became  atockholden 
after  the  second  dividend,  together  with  a  list  of  those 
who  held  shares  as  attorneys  for  others.  Other  letters 
and  miscellaneous  documents,  not  specially  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report,  but  elacidating 
the  facte  atoted,  will  also  be  found.  Statements,  oIh 
taiaed  fi»m  the  offices  at  Rkhmojid  and  ihia  dty,  are 


also  anbmitted,  which  wiU  show  that  Hhm  aSaiia  aT 
thoee  officee  have  generally  been  condueted  with  pr^ 
dence  and  abiUty,  and  that  every  sfibffi  wan  uaade  bf 
them  to  execute  Uie  directions  of  the  paMsi  board  in 
a  manner  the  least  inconvenient  to 


In  ooasideriog  the  question,  whetfiar  tke  <diarter  ef 
the  bank  has  been  violsted  or  not,  the  comouttoe  hsvo 
thought  the  exprsasions  used  mean,  whether,  in  any 
instance,  the  provisions  of  the  Charier  have  not  bsen 
complied  with  1  There  may  be  many  vMntions  of  a 
charter  which  could  not  be  considered,  by  a  oonrt  eff 
law,  as  prodnciog  a  forfeiture.  The  princ^e  on  that 
subfed  the  committee  believe  to  be  thfe:  those  acts  ef 
usurpation  of  powers  not  granted,  of  ewimser  mad  of 
nontieer  of  thoee  granted,  which  defeal  the  very  o^ 
jecte  of  the  institution,  as  expressed  in  the  dmrtor  H- 
tM,  would  produce  a  forfeiture ;  and  thai  aA  other  m- 
stancee  of  abuse  of  the  powers  granted,  or  of  uenrpa> 
tion  of  powers,  must  be  punished  end  lestiained  eithw 
l^  the  ordinary  process  of  flMBMfmniie  aad  ^ne 
ranio,  or  by  other  msans  than  a  disM^alion  of  the 
poration.  The  committee  tlnnk  they  are  lequueJ  by 
the  rasolnlion  to  report  all  instanose  of  a  vislalion  of 
the  provisions  of  the  charier,  which  hnre  come  te  tfaev 
knowledge,  but  they  do  not  oonaider  themeotvea  catted 
upon  to  state  which  of  them  would,  ia  their  opimsn, 
produce  a  forfeilure,  or  any  other  lagml  eoneequencss; 
end  one  inducement  to  this  eonstraolian  of  the  remte 
tien  arises  from  the  eoneideration  that,  if  they  vrere  te 
confine  themselvee  only  to  those  viohittona  whish  weuli 
produce  a  forfeiture,  and  ahould  give  a  mialnken  or  ia- 
correct  opinion^  that  the  cherter  had  not  iMon  viniatsi 
so  aa  to  produce  a  fotfeitaie,  the  Hooee  noighl,  under 
n  strict  conetmetion  of  the  act,  be  pfodttded  fnm  ex- 
pressing any  other  opinion,  and  from  dhec^ing  the 
proeeedinge  contemplated  by  it;  wheree%  by  veportiag 
all  instences  ef  violation  that  have  occarred»  wftboat 
refersnce  to  their  teohnical  character,  the  House  h  Ml 
free  to  pursue  any  course  it  may  judge  propsr.  h 
speaking,  therefore,  of  the  vidationa  of  the  provineai 
of  the  charter,  the  committee  wish  to  be  nndotetoorfss 
not  expreesing  any  opinion  whether  each  TiolatioBs 
would  enure  a  forfeiture  or  not  They  present  the 
fects,  and  the  Hoose  will  determine  whether,  under 
thoee  fects,  it  be  or  be  not  expedient  to  dkeel  the  »> 
suing  a  scire  feciss,  to  aacertain  whether  the  viotetiDne 
are  such  as  to  cause  a  dissolution  of  the  eorpetatiott. 

The  committee,  then«  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
proviaions  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  (/niled 
States  have  been  violated  in  the  following  inetaness : 

L  In  purchasing  two  milUons  of  public  dsU^  in  oiw 
dor  to  substitnto  them  for  two  other  mifiitpia  of  Muilar 
debt,  which  it  had  contracted  to  sell,  or  had  sold  In 
Europe,  and  which  the  Seerataiy  of  the  TroesQiy 
claimed  the  right  of  redeeming.  Tkt  fecte  on  ^as 
subject,  and  the  viewa  of  the  tranaadfon  epteitaiued 
by  the  committee,  have  been  already  given, 

II.  In  not  rsqutting  the  fulfilment  of  te  o&gag»> 
ment  made  by  tlie  stockholden  on  enbecrihing,  to  psj 
the  eecond  and  third  inatalmente  on  the  atock,  in  ceia 
and  funded  debt.  The  fecte  on  this  point  are  StBff 
before  the  Hoose,  and  they  establish,  beyond  ;all  douK 
1st,  that  the  directors  of  the  bank  agreed  to  recei««i 
and  did  receive,  what  thev  deemed  an  eguimikni  hr 
coin,  in  checks  upon,  and  the  notee  of  fit»  bank  wui 
other  banks  to  psy  spade.  This  subelitution  of  any 
eqnlvdent  whatever,  for  the  epecific  thinge  reqdred 
by  the  charter,  was  in  itMlf  a  departure  from  ite  pro- 
visionei  b«^  id,  the  notee  and  chaeke  thna  roedvid 
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ren  not,  in  all  mam,  aquiviltBl  to  eoia,  btatiw  tliMV 
ras  not  cpMM  to  meet  tbtm  in  the  bank;  8d,  that 
lotaa  of  mdividaab  w«a  diMOiinttd  and  takan  in  lian 
f  tbo  coin  part  of  Iha  aMond  imtalmenti  bj  Tirtaa  of  a 
saoiation  Ar  that  parpoMf  pawed  before  Chat  inatal- 
lent  became  due;  4th,  that  the  notee  of  indWidaalt 
rere  taken  in  many  iutancee,  and  to  large  amonnts, 
a  lien  of  the  whole  of  the  eeeond  and  third  inatal- 
lento,  whidi  notee  eie  yet  oapaid. 

IIL  In  pmrin^  dividenda  to  etookholdere  who  had  not 
ompleted  their  inatalment^  the  pioviaione  of  the  ohar- 
BT  in  that  reepact  were  YioUted. 

IV.  Bj  the  jvdgM  of  the  fint  and  eeeond  election 
Uowtog  many  peraone  to  fiTo  aiore  than  thirty  Totae 
ach,  under  tba  pnteaoe  of  their  beiaf  attomeye  ler 
araone  in  whoaa  aamea  ahana  then  atood,  whan  thoae 
tdgee,  the  dbraeloaa,  and  oOeeia  of  the  bank*  parfMtp 
f  weli  knew  that  thoae  ahaiea  raally  belonfecl  to  the 
laraona  eflanas  ^  ^^'^  VPM  them  aa  attomeye.  The 
aetoin  lelation  tothiaYiciationareinpeaaeaaienof  the 
ionaep  and  eatnWiah  it  beyond  the  reach  of  donbt 

The  fommittoMi  are  ef  opinion  that  no  other  inetance 
f  a  Tiolation  of  the  charter  haa  been  eatabiiahed.  In 
loaing  thia  report  of  a  meet  laboriooa  iaTcetigatioo, 
be  eoaamtttoo  obeenre»  that  whatever  difSneaee  of 
•pinion  can  aziat  among  them  aa  to  the  reeolta  and 
nfaiencee  to  bo  drawn  fiom  the  fimta  atoted*  they  nnan- 
nonaly  cooenr  in  givingb  to  the  preeeding  atotemento 
if  facta  and  abeliaeCa  of  doewaent^  their  aaaetieB. 
fbcy  have  aot  reoommeaded  the  adeption  of  any  mea- 
orea  to  correct  tho  many  evik  and  mieohiefr  th^  have 
lepicted,  excepting  that  of  the  hill  before  mentioned, 
lecanee,  by  tho  piomiona  of  the  chartor,  the  Seeretaiy 
I  the  Treaeary  haa  foil  power  to  apply  a  prompt  and 
deqoato  remedy,  whenever  the  aitoation  of  the  bank 
hall  require  it.  And  if,  after  the  atockholdera  have 
eoome  acqaaintod  with  the  miamanagemeat  of  the 
natiintion,  they  ahall  adopt  no  meana  to  prevent  ita 
xmtinaaace,  or  the  direetora  themaelvea  ahall  peraiat 
n  a  oonrae  of  oondnct  requiring  correction,  the  oom- 
Ditlee  cannot  oatertain  a  dovbt  that  the  aalataiy  power 
Nfged  in  the  Treaaory  Department  will  be  exerted, 
m  occaeion  may  require,  and  with  reference  to  the  beat 
Btoreato  of  tbo  United  Statea. 

It  ia  due  to  the  ofloera  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia 
o  atatc,  that  every  focility  in  their  power  waa  render- 
»d  in  explaining  the  books,  and  aaanting  the  reeearehea 
>f  the  committee. 


T  Jnim  ih€  Steniwry  of  the  TVeoaury  to 
.  Jmutf  OirarA,  WUUng^  Lnptr,  and  JBmmm, 


TaBAauar  DxrAXTMXVT,  Aug»  16,  1816. 

GxaTLXxaa:  The  information  communicated  to 
Ilia  Department  rendera  it  probable  that,  in  the  coorae 
f  a  few  daya,  the  aum  of  (8,400,000  in  gold  and  ailver 
loin,  and  in  public  debt,  will  have  been  actually 
eceived  on  accoant  of  the  aubacriptiona  to  the  capital 
>f  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  exclaaively  of  the 
public  aubacription;  and  it  will  then  be  your  duty  to 
lotify  a  time  and  places  within  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  election  of  direetora,  who  are  to  be  choaen 
ly  the  atockboldaia.  Aa  an  incident  in  the  perform- 
jjco  of  thie  doty,  it  ia  preaumed  that  you  will  deem  it 
•roper  to  provide  a  suitable  building  for  commendng 
he  bueiaeae  of  the  bank,  at  the  place  deeignated  for 
lolding"  the  elactbn;  and,  conforming -to  the  general 
tature  of  yont  tmat,  yon  will  no  doubt  be  diapoaed  to 
Bake  audi  other  preptratoiy  aixaagamanto  aa  will 


fociHtoto  aad  aaoalecato  the  opmatieaa  of  the  iaeti* 
tutfon. 

It  ia  indeed  of  high  importance  to  the  people,  aa  weM 
ae  to  the  Government,  that  the  Bank  of  tlie  United 
Statea  ahould  be  in  an  organtxed  and  active  etato 
before  the  SOth  of  February  next,  when  the  paper  of 
the  Stato  banka  which  have  not  returned  to  meUllic 
paymenta  muat  be  rejected  in  the  collection  of  the 
dutiee  and  taxee,  and  when  auch  banka  will  unavoid- 
ably oeaae  to  be  the  depoeitoriee  of  the  public  revenue. 

In  thia  view  of  the  aubiect  I  am  autnorixed  by  the 
Preaident  to  recommend  tiwt  you  canae  to  be  prepared 
auch  hooka,  engravinga,  and  paper,  aa  you  ahall  deem 
aeoeaaary  for  the  commencement  of  the  buaineM  of 
the  bank,  aa  aoon  aa  the  direetora  ehall  be  choeen  by 
the  atockholdere.  If  however  an  opportunity  ocenn, 
it  will  be  proper  to  coneult  the  directors  who  have 
been  appointed  by  the  Government,  although  aot  mem* 
ben  of  your  board,  upon  the  meaaurea  punaed  ia 
coaaequence  of  the  preaent  recommendation. 

With  the  advaatagea  of  the  propoeed  aatioipatioa, 
it  ia  believed  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  may 
be  in  operation  before  the  let  of  January  next ;  aad  a 
hope  as  etill  iadulged  that  the  Stoto  banka  will  either 
conform  to  that  event,  or  adopt  the  period  eoatem- 
plated  by  the  Legialature  (the  SOth  of  Febraary  next) 
for  a  general  raaamptioa  al  apecie  pay  mania. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

A.  J.  DALLAa 

Meaam.  Jeaxa,  GtaAun,  Wiujae,  Lairaa, 
and  Etawb, 


ll^-^Ldterfirmn  the  Seerttary  of  the  TVeaiury  to  IF. 
Jbnea,  &&.,  Preaidmt  of  the  Bank  of  the  OhUoi 
Statee. 

TaxA.8uar  DxrAUTMaxT,  Nov,  S9, 1816. 

Sia:  Your  letter  of  the  Slat  instant,  communicat- 
ing the  preparatory  meaaurea  which  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Direetora  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  their  diapoaition  to  make  every  exertion  ia 
their  power,  conaiatent  with  the  intereat  and  aecuiity 
of  the  bank,  to  enable  thia  Department  to  execute  the 
intentions  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  collection  of  the 
public  revenue^  after  the  SOth  of  February  next,  haa 
been  received  by  due  coarae  of  maiL 

You  obaerve  that  the  operationa  of  the  bank  muat 
neceaaarily  be  vezy  limited  until  the  aecond  inatalment 
ahall  be  received,  and  the  principal  local  banka  evince 
a  sincere  diapoaition  to  co-operate  in  the  important 
and  indiapenaable  work  of  invigorating  public  confi- 
dence, by  reauming  apecie  paymente.  With  that  co- 
operation, the  board  ia  of  opinion  that  the  attainment 
of  thia  great  object  is  neither  difficult  nor  incompatible 
with  the  safety  and  real  intereste  of  all  the  solid  banka. 

From  thia  view  of  the  subject,  aa  well  aa  from  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  meana  with  which  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Statea  will  have  to  commence  ite  opera- 
tiona, and  of  the  difficultiea  which  it  will  have  to  aur- 
mount  if  the  Stete  banka  do  not  make  a  aimulteneoua 
effort,  it  ia  manifeat  that,  without  their  co-operation, 
a  national  currency  equal  to  the  indiapenaable  demanda 
of  the  community  cannot  be  obteined  by  the  SOth  of 
February  next,  from  the  efforta  of  the  bank  and  Trea- 
auiy,  under  the  existing  legal  provtsiona. 

As  the  principal  banka  in  the  ifiddle  Statea,  in  the 
month  of  Auguat  laat,  explicitly  eteted  to  thia  Depart- 
ment their  determination  not  to  reaume  apecie  paymente 
before  the  let  July,  1817,  there  ia  no  reaaon  to  expect 
theur  co-operation  before  that  period,  nnleea  a  change 
haa  ia  the  mean  time  beea  exacted  la  their  aitaatioap 
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tented  in  the  Treasniy  propontion  of  the  38d  €^ixtj 
lest  eaa  now  be  preeented  to  tkem. 

Altlkongfa  tiie  precioue  metals  iMve,  in  &e  inteirrBl 
between  diet  decltration  end  the  preeent  period,  ooii*> 
tinned  to  flow  nto  the  coontrf  fiom  ebroed,  in  qnan- 
tttiee  saffident  to  reduce  the  pi«Bhim  on  ^pede»  bj 
exeeediBg  the  demaadfi  fw  expeiietion  end  fi>r  en^ 
•eripliene  to  the  Benk  of  the  IJnited  8Ute^  it  ii  not 
believed  that  the  State  banks  hare  replenidied  their 
vaolta  ftem  that  sonroe.  Hm  influx  of  spede,  how- 
enrwy  eannot  bnt  be  oonaidered  highlr  favorable  to  the 
Tesnmptioii  of  ipede  payments.  By  satiaQriaff  the 
eniffettt  demands  nr  speeiOy  the  indooement  to  ran  on 
the  baaks  has  been  generafly  dimtBished.  But  admlt- 
tittg  (what  is  not  dearly  eetaMished)  that  the  Asnro- 
portion  between  the  spede  in  their  TanllB  and  ueb 
einndatiBg  paper  shall  render  it  nnsale  to  diseharye 
their  notes  in  spede,  on  demand,  dmnitaneoasiy  wiih 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatee,  it  does  not  iblktw  that 
an  angyieDlatiott  of  thdr  stock  of  the  predons  metals 
is  indispensable  to  that  eperatfon.  If  this  dispropor- 
tion can  be  rednoed  within  its  proper  limit  by  other 
the  great  ebfect  of  the  GoTerament  wifl  be 


Tto  le^inidto  redaction  of  Ae  drenlating  paper  m^ 
be  efiected  by  the  Btato  banks,  eiter  by  entailing 
thdr  disooonti^  or  by  the  sale  of  the  pnUic  debt,  of 
wlfldi  they  are  known  to  be  the  holders. 

If  thie  rednetaon  is  eflfcded  in  the  fatter  mode,  no 
inconvenience  will  be  snflbred  by  Ihe  eommnnity,  and 
•P  nosittve  ^eenniaiy  leas  will  b*  snafained  by  the 
banns.  If  it  is  eftated  in  the  former  m.ode»graait  indi- 
Tidnal  soffering  must  necessarily  be  produced.  At  a 
moment  when  excessite  importations  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise had  involved  the  mercantile  and  manofiic* 
taring  dassea  in  the  greatest  distress,  and  menaced 
them  with  impending  bankrnptey,  reason,  hamantty, 
and  sound  policy,  all  united  against  the  curtaihnent 
of  bank  discounts.  Tet,  so  &r  as  the  knowledge  of 
the  Treasury  extends,  the  reduction  of  the  circulating 
pa|>er  has  in  no  instance  been  attempted  by  the  sale  of 
public  debt  held  by  the  banks. 

Curtailment  of  discounts  has  been  ^  only  process 
resorted  to  by  them,  where  any  eflbrt  has  been  made 
to  prepare  lor  the  resumption  of  spede  payments. 

The  disregard  to  individual  ruffering  manifested  bv 
this  procedure  of  the  State  banks  has  been  the  result 
of  a  conviction,  that,  when  the  national  currency  shall 
be  restored  by  the  eflforts  of  die  Government  and  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  public  debt  which 
tliey  hold  will  be  greatly  increased  m  value.  This  is 
demonstrable  from  the  oondderation  that  the  curtail- 
ment of  discounts,  in  good  paper,  produces  a  loss  of 
about  seven  per  cent  per  annum,  whilst  the  sale  of  an 

aual  amount  of  pubhc  debt  would  produce  the  aame 
bet  upon  the  relative  proportion  between  thdr  spede 
and  circulating  paper,  and  could  reduce  thdr  profits 
but  six  per  cent  In  calling  upon  them  to  sdl  the 
public  debt  which  Uiey  hold,  as  the  proper  and  ei&c- 
tual  mode  of  preparing  to  resume  spede  payments,  no 
sacrifice  is  required  of  them.  The  public  debt  eveiy- 
where  bears  a  considerable  premium  upon  the  price 
at  which  thrr  obtdned  it.  The  determination  tnere- 
fi>re  which  they  have  formed  not  to  resume  spede 
paymente  before  the  1st  day  of  July,  1617,  is  an  explidt 
declaimtSon  that  they  not  only  will  not  bear  any  part 
of  the  sacrifice  required  to  restore  the  disordered  state 
of  the  currency,  but  that  diey  will  not  forego  any  of 
die  advanteges  to  be  der^ed  from  that  event 
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IT  tItoiriMrhonpnoanled  be 
aMiongh  ehanges  in  the  sltnition  of  the 
have  taken  plaee  fovorsMe  to  the  ear^  rawnHiun  sf 
epede  payments,  yet  there  doee  not  appeni  to  be  asf 
welMbttnded  reason  to  expect  any  cbange  in  ibt 
detenainatiim  wfaieh  tlMy  have  imnfld  on  dut  suMsrt; 

YhMm  the  friendly  dmiaetor  of  dm  piopsAm 
made  by  ^  Treaeoiy  to  the  banks  on  tiia  8)d  /djf 
last,  and  the  extraoidinaiy  manner  in  wfcieh  it  was 
veeeived,  are  wdl  conaidered,  it  doee  not  appear  pnb- 
ahle  tiiat  any  indnoainant  ean  be  oihied  by  the  Gos- 
ernment  snffidendy  stnng  to  difwt  tlmni  tern  ihi 
poli^  of  m^mg  the  higheet  posdUt  pnflt  apesi  dis 
public  debt  which  d^y  hdd.  In  dheeli|y  adiramdiv 
their  love  of  aoqoisltion,  we  can  eArdMm  nf»thing 
eausralent  to  the  gain  which  they  espact  from  an 
adhennce  to  their  previona  detenninaaion.    Toappeal 


to  thdr  foavs,  by  rsAising  to  reedve  dmir  bide  in  ney- 
ments  to  the  Qovenunent,  if  ftat  appeal  shooM  to 

the  sine  irftlto  hanks 


ligal 
of  thn 


eCdw 
byte 


ineffietnal,  wonid  be  to 
the  great  mass  of 
GovMninent  was  pnpaied  to 
to  nwst  tile  ini" 

It 
the  extant  to  ^Hdch  thn 
bank  wdl  be  ableto  aapply  a nndoBal 
SOdi  of  r ehniary  nant,  unaided  by  die 
Is  it  pondUa  for  the  bank  to  anppl  J  te 
wmTiai  dlien  whisfa  the  soiieadaa  of  the 
aiidivfrem  impnto  and  tennagnwfll  cranto  inlfo 
interval  between  that  period  and  dsa  let  of  inly  nmt! 
If  die  endmion  of  bilte  by  dM  Bank  of  Ifce  Uaitod 
Ototei,  dttriny  the  period  that  the  Stoto  hanks  leinM 
to  disoennt  their  bills  in  speeioy  mttst  BaesmuTiy  be 
so  extrsmdy  limited  as  that  a  national  cnsenqy  to 
that  eartant  cenid  not  be  expected  fimn  tfatf 
within  dm  flnt  iMmths  of  ito  operatten»  tho 
ment  most  eitiier  fiiraish  a  nadonal  oniency  er  it 
must  suspend  tho  eoUeedon  of  ito 
petdally,  until  tho  epamiona  of  the  Bank  of  the 
ted  States  shall haaa  thrown  intochunlatasn oi 
quantity  of  ito  bills  to  tonish  tho 
for  dmt  poraeee.    The  period  widiin  irinch'the  Beak 
of  the  United  Stotes  will,  onnnstenfly  witk  ito  escnitf , 
be  able  to  put  into  diculatton  bilk  equal  to  the  desuads 
of  the  eommunity,  will  in  a  great  meaanie  depend 
upon  the  facility  and  cheapness  with  which  specie  ctn 
be  obtained  from  foreign  countries.    If  tho  import»> 
tions  of  fordgn  merchandise  shall  continue  to  ezoesd 
the  value  of  our  exportationa,  as  they  kavo  dens  dace 
the  peeee,  the  beJuice  most  be  paid  in  specie^  sr  by 
the  transfer  to  foreign  hands  of  tho  bank  stack  or 
funded  debt  of  the  nation.    The  former  atode  ^  set- 
tling the  batamce  will  impoee  upon  the  benk  the  con- 
stant necessity  of  suppljring  the  vacuum  iaoduced  by 
the  expoitetion  of  speae,  and  the  lattw  wiH  tend  to 
procrastinato  the  duration  of  that  balance.   Tho  ana- 
pension  b^  law  of  the  coUecdon  of  die  reveoue,  undsr 
existing  oreumstancee,  would  be  an  apparent  admi^ 
aion  of  the  dependence  of  the  Government  upon  the 
Stato  banks,  in  ite  fiscal  transaction,  vi^ch  could  net 
foil  to  give  them  a  direct  influence  over  the  natkmd 
currency.    The  public  interest  requiree  diat  an  admii- 
sion  of  that  nature  should  be  expinariy  rejected,  and 
diat  that  control  should  not  be  exerdsed. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  defidenqr  in  the  circu- 
lating medium  which  must  be  produced  by  die  rejec- 
tion of  the  Mils  of  die  Stato  banks  in  all  payments  to 
the  Government,  on  the  SOth  of  Pebruaiy  next,  mud 
for  eome  time  be  prindpaBy  supplied  by  Ghnvonuneat 
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Bank  of  ike  UntUd  SiaU$. 


H.  OP  R. 


pmgtn  of  MMM  iltiijitiaH  Joitleo  and  soiind  policy 
fiM^d  Uio  oontinDince  of  tho  preoant  ■jitom  of  Troo* 
siuy  nolflfc  With  a  lorgo  mupliui  rovemio  in  the 
TroMUiy,  tho  GovwudoM  cannot  ooatinno  in  dieo- 
Jation  a  popor  which  nibjccti  them  to  the  payment  of 
intanetyOr  whidi  may  be  landed  at  even  eix  per  cent^ 
oa  tho  period  ii  approaching  when  it  ia  probable  that 
that  stodL  mnal  boo  above  iti  nominal  TtJoe. 

If  the  Gonpofiiment  takea  upon  itaelf  the  prinoipal 
burden  of  xeeloring  the  eiionlattnff  mediom  to  apecie 
Talne^it  it  impoopcr  that  all  the  advantage  roenlting 
tram  that  operation  ahonld  be  ezdoatvely  enjoyed  1^ 
the  Bank  of  tlM  United  Statee.  Ae  the  erodit  of  the 
natioB  ii  to  b«  exerted  in  pododng  tfaia  revohition  in 
the  itato  of  tho  correncyy  it  ia  bnt  naaonable  and  jaat 
that  a  pail  of  the  praAt  raaolting  from  that  exertion 
dMMild  ennn  to  tho  beneill  of  the  natfenal  Tnaanry. 

Tho  meio  rondily  to  eftct  thb  olvjeet.  Government 
paper  not  heacring  intaieat,  raoeivablo  In  all  payments 
to  the  Oovtnunottti  and  which  diall  not  be  landed  at 
a  h%her  ratoof  interert  than  live  per  cent,  per  annom, 
may  beploeed  at  tho  dinpeaition  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btala%  to  bepnf  hi  drenlation,  for  which  the  hank 
ihall  ytj  a  atimiiated  intereat ;  or  it  may  be  iaiaed  by 
the  bank,  for  mo  beneilt  of  the  €h>veramettt,  upon  re- 
ceiving fnndod  debt  at  the  ratea  fixed  in  the  act  incor- 
porating tho  honk,  at  bank  atoek  of  ai^  incorporated 
hank,  to  Ae  mmoant  laaoed  to  any  individaal,  for 
which  aerviee  the  bonk  ahall  leceive  a  reaaonable  com- 
pemeatien ;  or  a  boaid  of  direetora  may  be  appointed, 
for  the  pmpoBO  of  pntttng  thia  paper  in  cireafation  for 
tho  benodt  of  the  ttevoinment,  confining  their  opera- 
tiona  alwayo  to  anpHeationa  when  intereat-bearing  ae- 
contieoahall  bo  pledged  by  tho  borrower.  It  ia  probable 
that  tUa  Bif  11001  will  not  interfore  with  the  operationa 
of  the  hank,  as  long  as  that  inatitntion  ahall  not  be  able 
to  pot  in  cDcnlataon  a  aofiaient  amount  of  their  billa 
to  nmudha  cirenlating  medinm  eqnal  to  the  indiipen- 
aable  demando  of  the  commanity.  Whenever  thia 
ahall  be  efleeled,  tho  iaane  and  roiaane  of  Oovernment 
billa  to 


ShonU  tho  balance  of  trade  continue  to  be  nnfavor- 
aUe,  or  riionld  the  price  of  apecie  riae  in  foreign  coun- 
triea,  tho  bonk  vronld  find  it  extremely  difficalt,  daring 
the  firrt  year  of  ita  operationa,  to  aoatain  the  continaal 
ran  upon  it,  which  each  a  atate  of  thinga  could  not 
foil  to  prodnoe.  In  an  emergency  of  thia  nature,  the 
Govemmont  paper  could  not  foil  to  be  a  powerliil  aux- 
iliary to  the  bank,  and  a  great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munity. The  auma  drawn  Irom  ita  vaulta  for  export 
tation  would  neeeaaarfly  withdraw  fkom  dnmlation  an 
eqnal  amount  of  ita  biUi,  and  leaTo  a  void  which  coald 
not  aafoly  bo  filled  but  by  tho  iaaoe  of  Cbvemment 
paper.  Whatever  portion  of  Uiia  paper  ahould  come 
mto  the  haade  of  tho  bank  might  be  reiaauod,  without 
exponng  their  remaining  apede  atock  to  farther  dimi- 
nution* By  limiting  the  amount  of  Government 
paper  to  be  ^t  in  circulation  to  the  probable  anrplua 
rrvenue  dnrmg  the  year  1817,  iti  credit  and  value 
would  evafywhare  be  equal  to  gold  and  ailver. 

It  ia,  however,  moat  ardently  deaired  by  the  Govem- 
mont that  tbe  neeeaiity  of  reaorting  to  the  isaae  of 
Go^enunont  paper  may  be  avoided,  by  the  reaumption 
of  apocio  paymenti  by  the  State  banka  on  or  before  the 
30th  of  Fobruaiy  next  Aa  an  inducement  to  tlua 
meaonr%  tho  Govenunent  can  only  aid  their  operationa 
by  withholding  foom  circulation  aa  much  of  their  paper 
now  in  the  IVeaanry,  or  whidh  may  hereafter  be  re- 
ceivedy  ao  tho  demanda  upon  tho  Treaaury  during  the 
I5tli  Co?i.  2d  Ss8S.— '19 


eoauing  year  will  jpermit  Aa  the  aum  which  it  wBl 
be  in  the  power  of  the  (Government  to  retain  in  the 
Treaaury  will  be  conaideraUe,  it  may  preaont  a  aaffi- 
eient  inducement  to  change  their  determination  not  to 
reaume  apecie  paymenta  before  the  Ist  day  of  July 
next. 

How  for  the  diacrediting  of  their  paper,  by  refaaing 
to  receive  it  in  diacharge  of  dutiee  and  taxea,  will  in- 
fiuence  their  conduct,  can  only  be  aacertained  by  the 
experiment 

It  may  be  proper,  in  doaing  thia  long  letter,  to  inform 
you  that  no  dedaion  haa  been  made  upon  anv  of  tiie 
pointa  prraented  in  it  It  muat  be  conaidered,  there* 
KMre,  aa  merely  aounding  tfaia  delicate  and  important 
aubject,  vrith  a  view  to  obtain  all  the  information 
which  may  be  neceaaary  to  enlighten  the  underatand- 
inga  of  thoae  who  muat  ultimately  decide  upon  it 

A  communication  of  your  viewa  upon  the  whole 
queatUm  vriU  be  received  with  much  pleasoro,  and  will 
receive  the  reapectfal  conaidention  to  which  they  are 
ao  highly  entitled. 

With  aentimenta  of  the  higheat  reapect,  dtc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

WxiAiAX  Jovia,  Eaq., 

Preiident  of  the  Bank  of  the  V.  S. 

Hh^Bteolutian  mid  arrm^ementjunikike  State  banke 
fur  the  reiwnption  of  epeeU  payment* 

Jaxvabt  81, 1817. — ^At  a  meeting  of  the  Preaident 
and  Direetora  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea : 

The  board  took  into  conaidention  the  propoaition  of 
the  convention  of  banka,  made  through  a  committee 
fiom  that  body,  to  a  committee  from  thii  board,  and. 
reported  by  the  latter  at  the  laat  meeting ;  and,  after 
aome  time  apent  in  conaidering  the  same,  certain  mod- 
ificationa  were  made,  and  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  thia  bank  authorised  to  agree  to  the  propoaitiona  aa 
modified,  aa  foUowa,  viz : 

"The  committee  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea 
roapectlolly  aubmit  the  following  modificationa  of  the 
propoaitiona  received  from  the  committee  of  the  State 
banaa,  viz : 

<*  lat  That  the  incorporated  banka  of  New  York» 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  and  Norfolk,  en- 
gage, on  the  20th  of  the  enauing  month,  to  commence* 
and  thenceforth  to  continue,  apecie  paymenti  for  all 
demanda  upon  them,  and  reciprocally  to  aupport  tho 
credit  of  each  other  in  their  aeveral  diatricti,  upon  any 
emergency,  until  the  balancea  exiating  between  them 
ahall  bo  finally  paid  olE 

<*Sd.  That  tha  whole  of  the  public  balancea  in  tho 
receiving  banka  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Richmond,  and  Norfolk,  be  immediately  tranaferred  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  and  retained  in  ita 
vaulta,  (except  ao  much  thereof  aa  may  be  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penditure,) nnlil  the  lat  of  July  next,  when  the  aame 
MSa  be  pud  olS,  together  with  the  intereat  thereon. 

<*  3d.  That  payment  of  the  balancea  which  may  ao-^ 
cumulate  againat  the  aforeaaid  banka,  aubaequently  to 
the  tranafer  of  the  balancea  fint  mentioned,  ahall  not 
be  demanded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  until' 
the  aaid  bank  and  ita  branchea  ahall  have  diacounted 
for  individuala  (other  than  thoae  having  dutiea  to  pay) 
the  following  auma,  viz : 

«  For  thoae  in  New  York,  two  milliona. 

"  For  thoae  in  Philadelphia,  two  milliona. 

"  For  thoae  in  Battimore,  one  and  a  half  milhon. 

"  For  thoae  in  Virginia,  five  hundred  thooaand  dol* 
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•!• :  Provided,  That  if  the  Mod  bank  ihaU  be  \ 
to  diicounty  end  shell  not  have  the  required  amouat  of 
l|Ood  paper  offered  within  the  term  of  etxtj  daye,  irom 
the  20th  of  the  eneuing  month,  ai  New  York,  Philap 
delpbia,  and  Baltimore,  and  within  the  same  term  efter 
the  operationi  of  the  offices  of  the  said  bank  in  Vir- 
ginia ahali  have  commeneed,  the  albraeaid  banks  shall* 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  at  the  eforesaid  plaees* 
respectivelj,  pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUteethe 
balances  due  by  them  reepectively,  together  with  the 
interest  thereon. 

«  4th.  That  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotce  wiU  en- 
gage to  discount  the  required  amount,  ai  theretyeetiye- 
places,  and  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the  preoeding 
articles,  provided  good  paper  to  that  amount  be  oftred* 

<'5th.  That  in  the  event  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches  not  having  a  snffirient  amount 
af  good  paper  offered  at  the  respective  plaeae  mentioned 
in  the  third  article,  within  the  period  therein  stipula- 
ted, then  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  wUl  engega  to 
discount  for  the  eaid  banks  the  amount  of  tba  deft- 
dency,  at  the  respective  placesi  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  capitab  of  the  said  banks,  respectively. 

*<  6th.  That  the  banks  aforesaid  shalib  enga«e»  le- 
epectively,  and  in  the  proportion  which  their  loans 
may  beu  to  their  capitals^  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
tha<aaid  leuiM^ia  the  ralm  of  the  diwowils  reouiied  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  ita  branches,  and 
that  the  said  reduction  shall  take  place  by  the  let  of 
July  next. 

•«  7th.  That  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staies  will  in- 
terchange pledges  of  good  faith  and  frieiuUy  offices 
with  the  respective  banks,  and,  upon  any  emergency 
which  may  menace  the  credit  of  any  of  the  albceeaid 
banks,  will  cheerfully  contribute  its  reeources,  to  any 
reasonable  extent,  in  support  thereoi^  confiding  in  tha 
justice  and  discretion  of  the  banks,  respectively,  to 
circumscribe  their  affairs  within  the  just  limits  indieetetl 
by  their  reepective  capitals,  as  soon  as  the  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  community  will  admit, 

**  8tb.  That,  upon  the  mutual  agreement  of  the  parties 
to  Iheee  stipulations,  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasaiy,  for  his  decision  upon  those 
pointe  vmich  involve  the  public  balances ;  and,  when 
approved  by  him,  shall  be  obligatoiy  on  all  the  con- 
tracting parties.'' 

[The  tabular  statements,  Ac,  being  very  voluminous, 
eve  neeeesarily  omitted.] 

Ordered^  Tbgt  the  Clerk  be  directed  ta  iw»- 
cure  as  speedily  as  practicable^  for  the  use  of  tha 
membeFs  of  this  House.  2,500  copies  of  tha  eaid 
report)  in  addition  to  to«  usual  number  of  600 

Mr.  Spencbr,  from  the  same  committee,  by 
leive  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  *'Aa  act  to  incor- 
porate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,"  which  relate  to  the  right  of  voting  for 
directors;  which  bill  was  read  twice, and  also 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whoie  on 
the  state  of  the  Uoioii.    The  bill  isaa  follows: 

Be  U  enadid,  4«f  That,  in  all  electione  of  diiee- 
torn  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  hereafter  to  be 
held,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  *  aet  to  incorporate 
the  subscribera  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
whenever  any  person  shall  offiw  to  the  judgee  of  such 
election  mora  than  thirty  votee  in  the  whole,  including 
Ihaea  ofiaicd  in  has  own  right,  and  tiiaea  ofleiad  by 


fte 


hittt  ae  aUanKjTf  peei^i  or  agaat  iw  mmf 
said  judges  of  tha  sleclipne,  or  anyon*^ 
benby  authoiiaed  a«d  ref  niiad  to  adminislwr  to  llie 
said  penou*  m  offeiing  to  vele^  lbs  ~  _ 

affirmation*  via: 

I  ....1^  jo  eoleasnly  awaar,  <or  affirm^  aa  tte 
may  be^)  that  I  hasra  nniuteiaatt  dkadly  ot  iadifoellyi 
in  the  ehaiae  upon  which  I  ehall  v«la  ae  tiiii  iileiMiiai, 
aa  attorney  Ibr  oCheia;  thai  thoe*  ohaiaa  are,  te  ^ 
beet  af  my  knMvMta  aad  belief  tniy  adJ  in  gesd 
faith*  owned  bj  Ihapessons  ia  wiiaea  iMimaathay  new 
etandtand  thai,  in  voting  ai  thia  sIibHib,  I  eiiaD  aW 
in  aqy  ommmt  inaUte  tha  Ifast  ftiniewsaiai  aitirie  of 
tha  "acHaiPoeapaMlathaaubsiaibweW'theB— kef 
thaUttiledSlataa.''  Atidtiia 
or  any  one  of  Ihan,  ahali  be 
end^  i»  thair  diaeratian,  or  aii  tlia  iMlmwa*oC 
stockholdar  of  ilia  bank»  -to  adnihMelM< 

election.    And  if  aay  pewnn  ahaU  wiMni»  J  abas 


lutely  swear  ea  affirm  lalaelyi  i».takiBS>lliiaaideaih 
or  affiimatioa*  auch  puraftn,  aa  oflbsdin^ahal^ 
due  eoDviotion  thoraeft  ha.  aalgeal  to  thapaia 
peaaltiee  which  are  bgp  law-  prasMihad  iwtiw 
meni  of  wilful  and  corrupl  paijliiy« 

Safr  «.  And  U  UfmiUt  nef  Ndfc  Thaitf  AejpilgMi 
of  any  election  of  diveclaia^  to  ba  huld  as^aisi 
.shail  permit  any  pereaa  lawm  MNwIhaik  Ihir^ 
in  the  v»hole,at  anyanahalartiwi*  wMiaal 
I>snon'e  having  taken  tha  afiweenid  oalk  or 
tion,  Bueh  of  tha  eaid  jndgfe  aaahaU ^ 
ahali  aevarally  ba  deamad  guiHf -af  a 
and,  on  due  conviction  thaeM^  skalL  be  aalyet  la  a 
fine,  not  azaeeding  -— <-,  ov  la  imwieanm— t 

caediag ^at  lU  diseialiott  of  tha 

which  auch  ooBnatinft-ahaU  bothad. 

MoifDAT,  January  18. 

Mr.  W^iLLUMB,  of  North  Garolma,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  od  the  pe- 
tition of  William  McDonald,  brother  and  admia- 
istrator  of  the  late  Captain  James  McDonald; 
which  was  read,  when  Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  an  equitable  »eiileroeQi  of  the  ae* 
counts  of  the  lata  Captain  Jamca  McDoMi^,  of 
the  fourteenth  regiment  of  United  St*lea  infan* 
try ;  which  was  read  twiee,  asd  eonaauittd  to  a 
CooHDittee  of  the  Whoku 

Mr*  SiiiTAi  of  MaryUnd,  from  tke  Cam«iiiea 
of  Waya  aod  Maana,  reported  a  bill  reiat^ve  to 
the  direct  tax  and  ioteroal  dotica-;  whieh  was 
read  twice,  and  eommkicd  to  the  Conmiftee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smitb  also  reported  a  btti  sopplementarY 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An-  act  to  provide  for  tkp 
prompt  settlement  of  public  aceoanti;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  RoB£RT80M|  ffom  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  made  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  tbt 
20ih  of  April,  1818,  entitled  '<An  aetfor  the  relief 
of  James  Mackay,  of  the  Territory  of  Miaaoarif" 
made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  R.  reported  o  bill  for  the  relief  of  tha 
•aid  Jaiaea  MadUy;  which  wwaxettd  twtae^oid 
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eommiucd  to  the  Commitwe  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  eonmttted  the  biH  ftiir  the  relief  of  Phil- 
ip C.  8.  BAtboor. 

Mr.  PotHiwrrfeR,  fh>in  the  Committee  on  the 
Poblie  Lmnds,  who  were  iDstrtteted  by  a  retola- 
tioo  of  theTch  aittmo  to  ioqiiire  into  the  expe- 
diencf  of  f  renting  to  e«eh  State  one  haodred 
thooMod  eeree  of  lend  for  the  eodowmeDtof  e 
oaiversitf  io  eaeh  State,  made  a  report  uofavor- 
ab&e  10  tbf  gfaotiag  or  said  land;  whieh  inu 
r«ad  and  ordered  to  Tie  oa  the  table. 

TheSpiAnB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Seorecary  of  War,  traosmiitiag  iofor- 
matioa  in  idaiioa  to  the  adjastmeot  and  pay- 
meni  of  the  elaims  of  the  friendly  Creek  Indians, 
rendered  in  obedienoe  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House  of  the  4th  instant ;  fHiieh  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

\>n  motioa  of  Mr.  Storbo,  a  seleet  committee 
was  appohited  fo  consider  and  report  to  tbis 
House  whether  any  aiBeadnents  may  be  expe- 
dient to  tbe  soTcral  laws  now  in  force,  proTidiag 
for  cotoprauitiott  to  indiridoals  for  losses  of  jprop- 
ertjr  snstained  dorlaf  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  either  by  the  pablie  enemy  or  in  conse- 
qoence  of  impressments  into  the  serriee  of  the 
United  Staiei,  or  by  order  of  the  oflicers  of  the 
United  StMes  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Sroana, 
WiLLiaBoof  North  Carolina,SraitoBB|  QfikmuaB^ 
and  Baia,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  BowAnns  rose  to  offer  a  resolntion  catting 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  posts,  without 
the  limiu  of  the  Uaited  Stales,  now  in  the  pos- 
seasion  of  the  United  States.  The  object  of  his 
motion  was  in  itself  so  plain  as  to  need  no  elnci- 
dation.  It  woald  be  recollected  tbat  the  law  of 
1811  aothorized  the  taking  possession,  on  certain 
eontingenctes,  of  tbat  part  of  Florida  east  of  tbe 
Perdido,  and  to  establish  a  gOTcmment  therein. 
One  object  of  the  resolntion  was  to  ascertain  how 
&r,  if  at  all,  that  law  had  been  carried  into  effect, 
fte.    The  resolntion  was  in  the  following  words : 

Kesofosd;  that  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaeetsd  to  eanso  any  informttioB,  not  ahsady 
cQimaiiisatsdt  to  be  Isid  balbre  this  House,  whether 
Amelia  Isluidy  St  Maifcs»  sad  PensaooU,  yet  remain 
in  the  puuasssinn  of  the  Uailsd  Stslesb  aad,  if  so^  by 
iHni  law*  the  iahabllants  therssf  sie  goTsnied ;  whe- 
thsr  aiticlas-  imported  theieaa  from  fcrelgii  coantiiss 
srs  stthjeeS-lo  any  and  what  daliss,  end  by  what  laws ; 
sad  whather  the  said  datiss  sxe  collected  aad  how ; 
whetbex  vessels  arriving  in  the  United  Statss  horn 
PeiuMOoU  aad  Amelia  uland,-  and  in  Ponsacola  and 
Amelia  lalaad  from  thcT  Unitsd  States,  iespectively» 
•re  coBsidsrad  and  treated  as  vssssls  arriving  from 
Ibreisn  coontriss. 

Mr»  HoLKia  said  that  the  resolntion  embraced 
Booie  objects  which  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relatioos  had  had  under  consideration,  that  con - 
ceroia^  Amelia  bland,  for  example;  respecting 
whieb  they  had  directed  him  to  make  of  the 
Secretary  of  Sute  all  the  inquiries  embraced  in 
the  reaolation,  and  more.  That  information 
might  be  expected  to  be  eoon  received,  and  laid 


before  the  House.    He  therefore  wished  the  gen- 
tleman to  waive  his  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  he  had  no  objection,  if  the 
committee  had  asked  for  the  infonnation,  (though 
he  still  thought  it  would  have  been  better  had 
the  information  been  specially  called  for  by  the 
House,)  to  waive  his  motion  for  the  present,  iHth 
the  reaenratiott  of  the  right  to  renew  it,  if  the 
expected  information  was  not  Isid  before  the 
House. 

Mf .  HomiieoN  suggested  tbat  tbe  information 
whieh  had  been  required  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  was  limited  to  Amelia  Islaod, 
and  therefore  did  not  embrace  the  principal  part 
of  the  information  required  by  tbe  resolution. 

Mr.  BnwARDB  said,  if  that  were  the  case^  he 
should  certainly  not  waire  his  motion.  If  we 
are  correctly  informed  by  the  newspapers,  diere 
had  been  something  like  a  government  establiah- 
ed  at  St.  Marks  and  at  Pensaeola,  by  the  military 
authority,  as  well  as  at  Amelia  Island ;  and  he 
wished  to  ascertain  how  far  the  armngementa  oC 
the  military  authority  had  been  eanctioned  by 
the  Executive.  Vessels  had  cleared  out  and  en- 
tered at  Pensaeola ;  he  wished  to  know  whether 
it  had  been  regarded  in  this  respect  as  a  foreign 
or  domestic  port.  If  ciTii  officers,  collectors,  dbc. 
had  been  appointed,  he  wished  to  obtain  informa- 
tion by  what  tenure  they  held  their  offices,  and 
also  the  nature  of  their  accountability.  If  ulti- 
mate measures  should  be  found  necessarjr,  infor- 
mation would  be  wanted,  without  which  the 
House  was  groping  in  the  dark.  He  had  no  other 
object  than  to  ascertain,  officially,  the  facts  on 
these  subjects. 

Mr.  SraoTBER  said,  he  never  should  oppose  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  to  instruct  this 
House  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty,  or  that  was 
necessary  to  enable  tbem  to  ascertdin  the  manner 
in  which  the  Executive  department  had  discharge 
ed  the  duties  assigned  it  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country.  The  stability  and  integrity  ^ 
of  the  Ctovernment  depended  upon  the  rif ht  to  ^ 
call  for  and  obtain  information ;  but  he  ob|eoted 
to  this  resolution,  introduced  by  hie  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  because  the  information  called 
for  had  been»fornished  this  Rouse,  in  that  toIo- 
minoos  document  laid  npon  our  uble  upon  the 
sabject  of  the  Seminole  war.^  Mr.  8.  said,  if  hia 
honorable  friend  would  examine  the^orreepond- 
ence  between  General  Jackson  and  the  Secretary 
of  War,  he  would  ascertain  that  a  goTcrnment 
has  been  established  at  Peasaeola,  and  fanctiona- 
ries  appointed  to  administer  tbe  gOTcrnment;  a 
temporary  government,  conllned  to  the  necessary 
and  legitimate  purpose  of  protection  to  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  the  people  inhabiting  that 
region ;  a  proceeding  springing  from  necessity, 
and  to  terminate  with  it.  Upon  this  ground  ha 
was  opposed  to  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  SToaan  said,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  resolution.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  posts  of  Pensaeola  were  governed 
br  the  Uws  of  the  United  States,  or  by  those  ap* 
plieable  to  a  conquered  colony;  whether  they 
were  now  ruled  by  the  tame  laws  aa  prerionsly 
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^  existed,  or  hj  whatefer  o«her  laws.  As  it  ap- 
peared, bv  what  bad  fallen  from  the  ehairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  (Mr. 

HolmbO  ^^^^  ^^^^  subject  was  likely  to  eome 
before  Cfongress,  it  was  not  enough  that  that 
committee  should  hare  the  information,  but  this 
House  ought  to  have  it  for  its  guidance.  In  re- 
gard to  the  custom-house,  he  asked  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  to  point  out  that  part 
of  the  documents  which  instructed  this  House 
whether  any  duties  were  collected  by  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  at  Pensacola  or  not ;  or  to 
any  part  of  the  documents  which  indicated  who 
was  the  law  officer,  dkc.  There  had  not,  he  said, 
been  communicated  a  single  piper  which  threw 
the  least  light  upon  the  subject.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

After  some  further  obserTations  from  Mr. 
Strothbr,  and  the  words  "  not  already  commu- 
nicated" being  inserted,  on  suggestion  of  Mr* 
PoiHDizTBB,  as  they  stand  in  the  resolution,  it 
Was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  respecting  the  Semi- 
.  nole  war,  being  announced — 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whom  that 
report  was  committed,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  Chair. 

There  was  some  conversation  preriously  about 
postponing  the  subject  for  a  day  or  two ;  out  the 
House,  by  a  majority  of  ten  or  fifteen  votes,  re- 
solved to  take  it  up. 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee  was  read 
through,  concluding  with  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

«  Xuohed,  That  the  House  of  Represeatativee  of  tha 
United  States  disapproves  the  proceedings  in  the  trial 
and  ezeention  of  Alexander  Arbnthnot  and  Robert 
C.  Ambrister." 

^  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  commenced  the  debate,  by 
^  observing,  that  although  he  concurred  in  opinion 
with  the  Military  Committee,  as  expressed  in 
their  report  under  consideration^et  he  thought 
they  had  not  gone  far  enough.  There  were  other 
matters,  arising  out  of  the  late  Seminole  war, 
which  he  thought  of  infinitely  greater  importance, 
and,  in  comparison  with  which,  indeed  the  trials 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  were  objects  of  but 
secondary  consideration.  As  highly,  therefore, 
as  he  disapproved  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  of 
these  men,  yet  as,  by  the  report,  the  matters  to 
which  he  liad  allusion  were  not  presented  for 
consideration,  he  held  in  his  hand  certain  resolu- 
tions which  it  was  bis  intention  to  propose,  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  report  of  ihe  Military 
Committee.  [Mr.  Cobb  here  read  the  amend- 
ment, which  he  subsequently  moved.]  From 
these  resolutions,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
would  observe  that  it  was  his  inteattoo  to  open 
the  whole  field  of  debate  and  to  present  for  dis- 
CQSiion,  not  only  the  trials  of  these  men,  but  the 
capture  of  the  Spanish  posts  of  St.  Marka,  Pensa- 
cola, and  Baraocas,  in  which,  he  believed,  there 
had  been  a  most  flagrant  breach  of  the  Constitu- 


tion of  the  United  Slates.  But  aa,  aoCwithBtand- 
ing  the  amendment  he  was  about  to  propose,  the 
resolution  of  the  Military  Committee  would  8tto4 
first  in  order,  he  would  proceed  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks as  to  the  subject-matter  of  that  reaolotion. 
He  thought  he  could  promise  that  the  Committee 
should  not  be  lone  detained  by  the  observationt 
which  he  miffht  have  the  honor  to  make  either 
upon  this  resolution  or  those  which  he  would  lay 
upon  the  table,  as,  at  that  early  period  of  the  dis- 
cussion, it  was  not  necessary  to  preaeoc  to  the 
Committee  anything  more  than  what  he  con- 
sidered the  leading  points,  reserving  to  hims^eif 
the  right  of  speakmg,  as  to  particalarsi  at  .some 
future  period,  if  he  should  find  it  necessary. 

In  attending  to  the  trials  by  court  maniai  of 
those  two  Englishmen,  the  first  object*  tor  con- 
sideration which  presented  themselves,  were  the 
charges  exhibited  against  them •  Reaaoniittg  upSa 
the  supposition  that  they  were  troe,  he  was  per- 
fectlv  at  a  loss  to  know  what  law,  martial,  mnai- 
cipaf,  or  national,  was  violated.  Against  what 
law  had  they  offended  ?  He  was  not  certain  that 
he  perfectly  understood  what  was  martial  law  In 
this  country.  Were  he  to  view  it  in  the  light  that 
it  had  been  explained  and  enforced  by  some,  he 
must  be  compelled  to  consider  it  as  of  paramount 
authority  indeed  j  so  high  in  iu  nature  as  that  it 
could  be  made  to  suspend  the  Constitution  itxlL 
He  had  not  yet  obtained  his  consent  to  give  it 
this  omnipotent  effect,  and  he  hoped  he  never 
should.  He  had  thought,  and  yet  believed,  until 
he  could  have  some  proofs  to  the  contrary,  that 
it  was  contained  in  that  body  of  law&  esublbhed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the 
government  of  the  Army,  commonly  called  the 
^  Rules  and  Articles  of  war."  If  he  was  correct 
in  this  opinion,  (and  he  presumed  no  gentlemaa 
would  controvert  it,)  he  had  searched  in  rttin, 

iand  he  had  used  no  little  industry  to  discover) 
or  that  clause  against  which  Arbutbnot  and  Am- 
brister had  offended,  in  the  commission  of  the 
acts  charged  against  them,  and  for  which  they 
were  convicted.  It  was  true,  there  was  a  clause 
subjecting  to  death  those  who  should  be  convicted 
of  being  *<  spies."  But,  although  these  men,  or 
one  of  them«  was  charged  with  this,  yet  he  was 
acquitted  of  that  charge,  and  for  ilmi  reason  it 
would  be  unnecessary  to'take  farther  neciee  of  it. 
The  offence  for  which  they  were  coavieted  and 
suffered  death,  was  that  of  **  exciting  aod  stirring 
up  the  Creek  Indians  to  war  agaiost  the  Unite? 
States  aod  her  cttisens,  they  Seng  subjects  of 
Gkeat  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at 
peace  ;**  **  of  aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  the 
enemv,  and  supplying  them  with  the  means  of 
war;''  *^and  leading  and  commanding  the  Lower 
Creeks  in  carrying  on  war  against  the  United 
States."  Admit  the  truth  of  the  faeu  contained 
in  these  charges,  are  they  declared  penal  ia  say 
part  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war?  Or  are 
they  therein  declared  to  be  proper  subject  matters 
for  irial  before  a  court  martial  f  If  they  were 
not,  it  followed,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  com- 
manding Gkneral  had  transcended  his  powers  iv 
ordering  the  court,  and  that  the  court  itself  had 
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stretched  its  powers  to  an  unwarrantable  length, 
in  aetioff  opoa  matters  not  cognizable  before  them. 
It  woDia  be  arguing  to  littK  purpose  to  prove, 
that  the  crimes  contained  in  these  charges  were 
not  embraced  in  the  rales  and  articles  of  war.  It 
would  be  sufficient,  at  present,  simply  to  deny 
that  they  were,  nntil  those  who  differed  from  him 
in  opinion  attempted  to  prore  the  affirmatire  of 
the  questioD. 

Mr.  C.  thought  it  would  be  an  attempt  equally 
fruitless  toproTe  that  the  matters  charged  against 
these  iodifiduals  constituted  an  offence  against 
natiooal  law,  for  which  thejr  were  answerable 
before  a  court  martial.  He  did  not  profess  to  be 
deeply  read  in  the  law  of  nations.  He  had, 
however,  searched,  in  the  hope  that  he  could  find 
some  justification  for  this  most  novel  proceeding, 
ail  the  writers  on  that  subject^  upon  whose  works 
he  had  been  able  to  lay  his  nands.  He  had 
commeoced  and  prosecuted  this  search  under  the 
most  anxious  wish  for  success.  It  had  been  an 
object  of  great  solicitude  with  him  to  rescue 
both  the  court  and  the  Gkneral  who  ordered  it, 
from  the  imputation  of  injustice.  He  had  been 
compelled  to  desist,  chagrined  and  disappointed. 
If  any  other  genileman  had  been  fortunate^  he 
should  rejoiee  to  learn  it.  He  certainly  coq|d 
have  no  wish  to  remain  in  error. 

The  oext  point  occupied  by  Mr.  Cobb  was  as 
to  the  eridence  under  which  both,  or  one  of 
these  men,  were  convicted.  He  should  not  say 
much  upoD  it,  for  hedid  not  intend  to  analyze  it. 
He  had  understood,  and  no  doubt  correcti]|r,  thaw 
the  rules  of  eridence.  in  courts  martial,  differed^ 
Tery  little,  in  principle,  from  those  established  in 
the  courts  of  common  law.  It  was  so  declare  ' 
he  believed,  by  the  only  American  authority, 
(Macomb  on  Martial  Law,)  that  he  knew  anv- 
thiog  of.  on  that  subject.  He  presumed  it  would 
not  be  denied.  -  But,  sir,  said  ne,  if  we  test  the 
evidence  produced  in  those  trials  by  these  rules, 
we  shall  blush  at  the  shameful  perversion  of 
justice  therein  displayed.  The  evidence  ofoa- 
pers,not  produced  or  accounted  for,  the  belief  of 
persons  whose  testimony  of  feictB  ouffht  to  have 
been  doubted,  heanaVi  and  that  of  Indiamj  ne- 
groes, or  othen,  who,  had  they  been  present^  could 
not  have  been  sworn,  were  all  indiscriminate! v 
admitted  and  acted  upon.  Miserable,  indeed, 
will  be  the  precedents  established  by  this  court 
martial  for  oroers  which  may  hereafter  be  formed! 
More  need  not  be  said  on  this  subject.      ^ 

Mr.  C.  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  sentence  under  which  Ambrister 
was  executed.  He  had  strong  doubts  whether, 
upon  girine  a  fair  construction  to  the  Rules  and 
Articles  of  War,  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
martial  ought  not  to  have  been  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States  before  the  sen- 
tence was  carried  into  effect.  But  he  waived 
the  examination  of  this  question.  It  seems  that 
the  court  first  sentenced  Ambrister  to  be  shot ; 
but  one  of  the  members  having  asked  a  recon- 
sideration  of  the  sentence,  before  the  proceeding[s 
were  submitted  to  the  cooimanding  General,  it 
was  allowed,  and  another  punishment  awarded. 


as  ignominious  in  its  nature  as  imagination  could 
well  conceive,  but  which  yet  spared  life.  Now. 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  reconsideration  and 
change  of  sentence  did  not,  to  all  intents  and 
pnrpMes,  render  null  and  void  the  first  sentence  t 
Can  it  be  said,  with  any  truth,  that  there  was 
any  other  sentence  than  the  one  last  passed  in 
the  easel  But,  unfortunately,  the  first  sentence 
was  not  erased  from  the  procecidings  of  the  court. 
It  is  there  found  by  the  General,  when  they  were 
submitted  to  him,  and,  by  a  hig^h  ttreieh  of  power, 
he  avails  himself  of  it — ^**  approves  the  nnding 
and  first  sentence—disapproves  of  the  reconsio- 
ecation  and  last  sentence,"  and  directs  the  man 
to  be  executed  !  To  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  this 
proceeding  has  upon  its  face  a  cruelty  that  ex- 
cites my  greatest  aisapprobation.  The  last  thing 
to  which  Mr.  C.  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  was  the  principle  by  which  the  com- 
manding General  professes  to  have  been  gov- 
erned in  ordering  the  execution  of  Ambrister, 
and  which,  in  its  extent,  as  contended  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  under  consideration, 
applied  with  equal  force  to  the  case  of  Arbuth- 
not.  It  is  in  these  words :  "  It  is  an  established 
^  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  any  indi- 

*  vidual  of  a  nation  making  war  a^inst  the  eit- 

*  izens  of  anotber  nation,  they  being  at  peace, 
'  forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  becomes  an  outlaw 
<and  a  pirate."  The  Military  Committee,  in 
their  report,  have  very  properly  denied  the  es- 
tablishment of  any  such  principle  in  the  law  of 
nations.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  bololy  challenge  any 
man  of  common  sense  to  prove  the  existence  of 
such  a  principle  to  the. extent  it  is  here  laid 
down.  Reason,  propriety,  justice,  and  human- 
ity, all  cry  aloud  against  such  a  principle  I  So 
far  as  my  researches  have  gone,  it  is  absolutelr 
denied  by  the  writers  on  national  law;  and, I 
sincerely  hope,  will  be  absolutely  denied  bj  everjr 
member  of  this  Committee.  If  this  principle 
was  true,  then  La  Fayette,  De  Kalb^  Pulaski, 
and  a  large  host  of  foreigners,  who  joined  the 
sundard  of  our  fathers  in  the  Revolution,  and, 
by  their  blood,  and  at  the  expense  of  their  lives, 
aided  in  the  establishment  of  the  independence 
of  this  nation,  were  **  outlaws  and  pirates ;"  and, 
had  they  been  captured,  were  sunject  to  have 
been  tried  and  sentenced  to  an  ignominious  death 
by  a  court  martial.  For^  when  they  entered  our 
service,  they  were  <*  individuals  ot  a  nation  at 
peace"  with  England,  and  they,  after  they  joined 
our  arms,  **made  war  upon  England  and  her  cit- 
izens^ and  thereby  forfeited  raeir  allegiance." 
Sir,  IS  this  Committee  prepared  to  brand  these 
men  with  the  titles  of  ^  outlaws  and  pirates,"  by 
their  sanction  to  this  principle?  I  will  not  yet 
believe  it. 

But,  it  may  be  said,  that  these  Englishmen, 
having  'Moined  a  savage  nation,  who  observe  no 
rules,  and  give  no  quarter,"  we  have  a  right  to 
treat  them  precisely  as  we  might  treat  the  sava- 
ges whom  they  have  joined,  and  that  we  would 
have  a  right  to  put  the  savages  to  death,  upon  a 
principle  of  retaliatioo.  Let  this  position  for  a 
moment  be  admitted,  and  yet  it  will  be  evident 
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against  us,  until  the  American  army  sat  down 
before  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  for  the  purpose 
of  capturing  them.  To  call  it  a  defenalTe  war, 
therelore,  is  idle.  It  is  an  outrage  upon  common 
sense. 

It  was  an  offensive  war,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses.   We  had  no  territory  in  East  Florida  to 
claim  from  Spain.    It  must,  therefore,  have  been 
prosecuted  to  punish  some  wrong  or  preventsome 
threatened  danger.    These  are  the  legitimate  ob* 
jects  of  offensive  wars.    They  are  so  declared  to 
be  by  the  writers  on  the  subject  of  war.    That 
such  precisely  were  our  objects  in  the  attack  upon 
the  Spanish  posts,  is  evident  from  the  documents 
•on  our  table.    Not  that  we  had  much  threatened 
danger  to  fear  from  then,  for  they  threatened 
none — what  could  we  fear  from  such  m  handful 
of  soldiers  as  Spain  there  had — but  because  they 
liad  done  us  great  wrongs,  which  it  was  our  in- 
tention to  punish.  The  rresident's  Message,  and 
General  Jackson's  letters,  are  filled  with  the  de« 
tails  of  these  wrongs.  Such  of  them  as  are  tirged 
as  affording  reasons  for  the  attack  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola,  are  as  follows :  "  That  Spain  had 
broken  her  treaty,  by  which  she  was  bound  to  re- 
strain the  Indians  within  her  territory  from  at- 
tacking us,"  that,  so  far  from  doing  this,  the  de- 
parted from  a  '*  neutral  conduct}"  and  supplied 
the  savages  with  arms,  ammunition,  dbc,  *'  en- 
couraged them  to  make  war  on  us,"  ^*  gave  them 
refuge  and  protection."  "  protested  against  ihe 
invasion  of  East  Florida,  and  threatened  to  resist 
force  by  force,"  sent  "  menacing  letters  to  Qene- 
ral  JacKson,"  and  finally,  because  it  was  feared 
**  the  Spanbh  posts  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Indians."    These  reasons  are  some  of  them  ridic- 
ulous in  themselves,  and  such  as,  to  say  the  .most 
of  them,  but  causes  of  war.  They  contain  wrongs 
which  aemand  punishment. 

But.  who, Mr.  Chairman,  authorized  fat  directed 
this  war?  That  Congress,  the  Constitutional 
power,  declared  it,  will  not  be  pretended.  The 
Executive  had  no  power  had  he  been  disposed. 
The  President  in  his  Message  disclaims  any  such 
power — "  it  belongs  to  Congress  alone,"  says  he, 
to  change  the  relations  existing  between  Spain 
jand  the  United  States.  But  this  is  not  alU  If  all 
the  orders  issued  to  the  general  commanding  are 
laid  before  us,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  the  Exec- 
utive did  not  authorize  this  war  upon  the  Span- 
ish authorities  expressly,  or  by  implication.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  entertain  the  slightest  wish  to 
charge  the  Executive  with  duplicity.  I  will  not 
say  that  all  the  orders  and  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Executive  and  General  Jackson  have 
not  been  laid  before  us.  But  candor  compels  me 
to  say,  that  there  is  something  a  little  mysterious 
to  me  upon  the  face  of  the  documents  before  ua. 
I  will  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  this  mys- 
tery. In  the  first  place  I  cannot  account  for  the 
perfect  confidence  which  General  Jackson  shows, 
throughout  his  correspondence,  in  the  correctness 
of  his  jjroceedings,  in  which  he  had  clearly  vio- 
lated his  orders,  as  I  will  hereafter  show.  He 
never  expresses  a  doubt  that  his  conduct  will  be 
approvea. «  Acting  as  he  did,  manifestly  contrary 


to  orders,  be  never  eren  actempts  to  exenae  liim- 
self.  He  does  not  seem  to  think  he  has  overleaped 
his  orders.  He  has  no  apprehenaioss,  no  fears, 
as  to  the  opinion  the  Executive  might  form  of 
his  proceedinffs.  And  yet,  if  the  ordera  on  oar 
table  are  all  that  he  receired,  it  appears  to  me  he 
must  have  known  that  he  had  violated  ihem. 
But  I  am  somewhat  staggered  at  another  Aet,  it 
I  have  made  no  mistake.  In  his  letter  of  the  5th 
of  May,  1818,  whieh  is  the  only  one  in  which  he 
condescends  to  notice  hie  instractiona,  be  says, 
that  his  measures  have  been  adopted  io  porsii- 
ance  of  instructions  from  the  War  Department, 
and  under  a  firm  conviction  that  they  aume  were 
calculated  to  insure  ^  peace  and  security  to  the 
southern  frontier  of  Georgia."  These  last  words 
are  given  to  us  as  a  quotation,  and«  one  would  be- 
lieve, from  the  General's  orders.  I  have  not  seen 
any  order,  either  to  General  Qatnea  or  Qenoal 
Jackson,  containing  these  expressions;  bot  yet  I 
maj  be  mistaken. 

Affain,  taken  in  connexion  with  these,  may  be 
the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Qot- 
ernor  Bibb.    In  that  the  Secretarjr  says^  that 
^  General  Jackson  is  rested  with  full  powers  to 
conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  he  may  judge 
best."    This  letter  is  dated  more  than  a  month 
after  the  capture  of  St.  Marks.    Certainly  no 
"  full  powers"  as  against  the  Spanish  authorities 
are  laid  before  us ;  and  yet  no  intimation  is  given 
that  General  Jackson  had  exceeded  his  authority 
until  orders  were  given  to  General  Gaines  to  re- 
store Pensacola  and  Barancas   in   the  Angust 
following—and  then  it  is  not  notieed,  otherwise 
than  by  directing  restoration. 

The  last  circumstance  which  I  shall  notice  as 
inexplicable  to  me,  is  the  fact  that  General  Jack- 
son has  never  been  called  to  account  for  hs 
transcending  his  orders.  All  those  circumstances 
do  stagger  me.  But  I  shall  be  ^lad  if  they  can 
be  ex^ained  hv  gentlemen  differing  from  me  in 
opinion,  and  who  have  taken  a  better  view  of  the 
documenu.  I  have  no  wish  to  belieTe  that  there 
is  any  mystery  in  these  proceedings.' 

Reasoning  upon  the  presumptioa  that  all  the 
orders  ever  issued  in  relation  to  thia  war  have 
been  communicated  to  us,  there  is  abondaat  cause 
to  say  not  only  that  General  Jaeksoa  was  aot 
ordered  to  attack  the  Spanish  poets,  bat  was  ex- 
pressly forbidden  to  do  so.  It  is  £uriy  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  Message  that  he  acted  without 
orders.  •  And,  'd  we  can  be  permiltsd  to  refer  to 
the  unofficial  expou  issued  last  Soauner,  whieh 
everybody  knows  contained  the  Tievs  of  the  Ad- 
ministration on  this  subject,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  viewed  almost  as  an  official  paper,  be  ii 
there  expresslv  said  to  have  acted  '*oa  hia  owa 
responsibility."  The  orders  themselvea  afford 
ample  proof  that  he  did.  I  presume  no  one  will 
attempt  to  argue  that  the  ordera  laid  before  Coa-^ 
gress  were  not  obligatory  upon  General  Jaeksoa. 
because  they  were  directed  to  General  Gaines. 
The  President,  in  his  Messages  of  the  S5th  Marcb 
and  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  has  settled 
that  question,  and  I  see  from  the  intimations 
given  me  by  some  gentlemen,  who  I  know  differ 
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ia  opinieii  witfa  me  apoa  this  iBtereetinr  sobject, 
that  they  will  not  deny  it.  It  would  be  useless 
to  do  $0,  Let  us  sec  what  those  orders  were. 
There  were  several  of  them.  But  the  most  effi- 
eient  one  was  that  of  16th  December,  1817.  In 
this,  he  is  authorized  to  ^  cross  the  Florida  line 
and  attack  the  Indiaas  within  its  limits,  unless 
they  should  shelter  themselTes  under  a  Spanish 
fort.  In  the  last  erent,  you  will  immediately 
notify  this  department."  Now,  so  far  from  this 
order's  givinir  authority  to  attack  the  Spanish 
forts,  it  must  be  considered  as  containing  an  ex- 
press  prohibition.  And  why  was  this  prohibi- 
tion laid  upon  him  ?  For  the  best  possible  rea- 
sons— 1st.  jBeeause  the  President  knew  he  could 
not  give  such  an  order  leading  directly  to  war, 
without  the  authority  of  Congress-— and,  secondly, 
to  put  Spain  in  the  wronj^.  Had  the  Indians 
been  protected  by  a  Spanish  fort  there  would 
hare  been  immediate  cause  afforded ;  and  upon 
which,  when  added  to  the  long  list  of  other 
wrongs,  Ckingress  might,  if  they  chose,  declare 
war. 

Sir,  let  us  next  examine  the  grounds  on  which 
General  Jackson  excuses  or  justifies  himself,  and 
on  which  the  BxecotiTe  haTe  refused  **  to  censure 
him,"  and  mny  therefore  be  said  to  justify  him. 
They  hare  been  already  enumerated.  They  are. 
that  Spin  did  not  observe  her  treaty,  aided  and 
abetted  the  Indians  in  war,  excited  them  to  war, 
famished  them  with  the  means  of  war,  gare 
some  of  them  protection  in  their  forts,  bought 
the  fruits  of  their  depredations,  and  a  general 
departure  from  a  strict  "  neutral  course  of  their 
conduct  f*  or,  in  the  words  of  the  paper  of  the 
minofiiy  of  the  MiliUry  Committee,  Ist.  That 
Spain  neglected  to  keep  her  treaty,  and  thereby 
became  a  party  in  the  war ;  or,  secondly,  was  too 
weak  to  do  so,  and,  therefore^  forfeited  her  right 
of  sorereignty."  How  this  forfeiture  should  ac- 
crue to  the  United  States,  in  preference  to  any 
other  nation,  remains  yet  to  be  explained. 

I  examine  first  the  breach  of  treaty  by  Spain. 
I  be^  leaTe  first  to  premise,  that  we  are  not  now 
considefiag  what  is  cause  of  war  with  Spain. 
The  (lOMtlon  is  not  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  Whenever  that  question  is  presented, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  delirer  my  sentiments.  Were 
it  oecessary  to  decide  upon  that  question,  I  should 
say  that  there  was  ample  cause  of  war.  I  hope, 
therefore,  no  gentleman  will  suppose  me  to  be 
the  apologist  of  Spanish  wrongs.  Spain  has 
done  us  iBAny  *ad  grievous  wrongs.  B?en  when 
I  have  satisfied  myself  upon  this  point,  it  is  stilt, 
however,  a  qnestion  of  great  moment  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  United  States  shall  make  war 
for  those  wrongs.  Upon  that  point  also  I  shall 
he  ready  to  deliver  my  opinion.  But  the  true 
question  before  us  is  between  the  United  States 
and  its  own  officer.  Has  he  exceeded  his  author- 
ity ?  Has  he,  by  an  exercise  of  usurped  powers, 
in  voived,  or  attempted  to  involve  the  people  of 
this  nation  ia  a  war  without  their  consent,  de- 
clared tbrouffh  their  Representatives?  Sir,  it  ii 
my  painful  duty  losay  that  GteneraL  JacJcson  has, 
in  the  cmsea  under  consideration,  snatched  from 


the  people  this  most  important  right  of  making 
war  only  bj  their  own  consent,  and  that  I  cannot 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  have  called  him  to  a  severe  ac- 
count, in  tolerating  this  highhanded  act. 

I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  breach  of  treaty 
simply,  and  not  followed  by  the  immediate  com- 
mencement of  open  hostilities,  is  itself  war.  It 
is  only  cause  of  war  ?  Suppose  Spain  to  have 
wSlfulijr  broken  her  treaty,  can  the  Gieneral  of 
the  United  States  Army  proceed  to  commence 
hostilities?  Can  the  President  himself  do  it? 
No,  sir,  it  is  only  cause  of  war,  upon  which  the 
war-declaring  power,  which  is  Congress,  may 
proceed  to  deliberate,  and  then  declare  war,  as 
the  interests  of  the  nation  may  dicute.  A  na* 
tion  may  excuse  a  breach  of  treaty,  especially 
when  it  proceeds  from  weakness— (  Fa</^,  230, 
338.)  This  exercise  of  judgment,  and  discretion 
in  exercising  it,  belongs  of  course  to  the  war- 
making  power  in  each  Government.  Unless, 
therefore,  General  Jackson  possesses  this  power, 
he  cannot  be  justified  or  excused. 

Of  the  same  character  are  ^almost  all  the 
other  ffrounds  upon  which  the  capture  of  the 
Spanish  posts  is  excused,  such  as  exciting  the 
Indians  to  war,  supplying  them  with  arms,  giving 
information  and  advice,  and,  in  general,  a  depar- 
ture from  neutral  conduct,  by  which,  as  is  con- 
tended, Spain  became  a  party  in  the  war  with 
the  Indians.  Sir,  they  were  none  of  them  direct 
and  open  acts  of  war.  They  were  only  causes 
of  war.  I  will  not  deny  that  if  there  had  been 
what  the  writers  on  national  law  call  a  warlike 
association^  VaiUly  334,  328,)  and  resulting  in 
the  formation  of  common  cause ;  for  instance,  if 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  East  Florida  had,  by 
agreement,  united  their  interests  and  forces  to- 
gether, ana  either  attacked  us,  or,  thus  united, 
repelled  our  attack  upon  the  Indians;  in  that 
event,  we  should  be  compelled  to  make  war  up- 
on them  bv  a  regard  to  our  own  safety.  No  dec- 
laration or  war  would  be  necessary.  But,  will  it 
be  contended  that  any  such  association  was 
formed?  Where  is  the  evidence  of  the  alliance 
or  association?  Where  did  the  Spanish  troops 
attack  or  array  themselves  against  us.  until  we 
attacked  them  ?  And  even  then,  did  tnev  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Indians?  I  appeal  to  the 
candor  of  those  who  defend  Gkneral  Jackson's 
conduct  upon  this  subject?  I  ask  them  to  lay 
their  finger  upon  the  document  which  is  to  estab- 
lish .the  existence  of  such  a  warlike  association 
between  the  Spaniards  and  Indians  as  will  iden- 
tify them  as  equally  our  enemies,  according  to 
the  definition  given  of  this  compact  by  the  law 
of  nations.     If,  then,  no  such  association  is 

£  roved,  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  authorities  in 
•ast  Florida  furnished  no  more  than  ground  of 
complaint,  or,  in  other  words,  cause  of  war,  upon 
which  this  nation  might  have  proceeded  to  delib-' 
erate.  Every  cause  of  war  is  not  war,  otherwise 
nations  coula  use  no  discretion.  Yet,  every  per* 
son  knows  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  to  delib- 
ate  when  a  wrong  is  done  them.  It  is  their  duty 
to  complain  of  the  injury,  and,  if  redress  ia  re- 
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focedi  tli0D  to  cakalate  the  «haaeci  of  ft  w«r ;  to 
emiaiae  her  own  metna,  the  strength  and  re- 
MMirees  of  her  eaemy,  the  prohabiiity  of  suecess 
in  the  contest,  and  finally  to  determine  upon 
declaring  war  or  not,  as  their  honor  and  their  in- 
terest may  dictate.  In  the  case  under  considera- 
tion, we  might  have  chosen  to  ererlook  the  in- 
jury done  us.  I  do  not  say  that  we  would  have 
dcme  it,  although  I  have  some  doubt  whether 
this  House,  or  the  Executive,  entertain  any  seri- 
oua ideas  of  goio^  to  war  with  Spain.  Bat  the 
circumstances  or  the  nation,  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion with  another  enemy,  might  have  rendered 
it  necessary  to  count  the  cost.  Suppose  it  had 
Iwen  Great  Britain  instead  of  Spain.  Think  you 
that  we  should  have  proceeded  in  the  same  head- 
long manner?  I  venture  to  say  not.  What  op- 
portunity has  the  nation  had  to  eziupess  its  wiU- 
uigaess  to  encounter  a  war  with  Spain  ?  Are 
the  wrongs  which  were  done  os  aueb  as  that  we 
must  ight  ?  .  Are  they  such  as  that  they  cannot 
be  overlooked  ?  I  contend  that  they  are  such  as 
a  prudent  nation  may  overlook  if  she  chooses.  It 
cannot  beeontended  thai  they  are  stronger  grovads 
of  complaint  than  ^'furnishing  a  determined  sac- 
cor,  allowing  troops  to  be  raised,  or  advancing 
money."  Although  not  precisely  the  same,  yet 
they  are  of  similar  character.  They  are  the  eri- 
deoces  of  a  hostile  dispoaition ;  they  are  evi- 
dences of  a  neater  regard  for  our  enemy  than 
ourselves.  Now,  the  cases  I  have  quoted,  VaUd 
eipresslv  declares  to  be  such  ^as  may  be  ovei^ 
looked,'' if  in  other  respects  the  aeouatomed  rela- 
tions of  peace  are  preserved — (  VdUd,  p.  3S8.} 
True,  we  may  eall  them  to  aoeouat  for  it.  We 
may  demand  redress.  It  was  "new  ground  of 
quarrel,"  of  which  we  had  a  right  to  complain. 
"We  might  ex|)ostulate  with  tasm,  and,  not  re- 
ceiving satisfaction,  we  might  prosecute  our  eight 
and  make  war  on  them.  But.  in  this  case,  there 
must  be  a  declaration"-^  VaMd^  331.)  But,  sir, 
this  nation  have  had  no  opportunity  to  cooaplain 
of  Spain,  and  in  case  redress  were  refuse««  to 
consult  their  interest  in  declaring  war  or  not. 
Whether  willing  or  not,  it  has  b^n  declared  to 
their  hand,  and  those  who  ha^e  done  it  are  not 
ey en  to  be  censured.  That  we  are  not  now  at 
war  is  attributable  only  to  the  imbecilitr  of  our 
enemy.  Sir,  I  think  thai  even  those  w4o  differ 
with  me  in  opinion  upon  this  subjeci,  will  admit 
that  had  it  been  England,  and  not  Spain,  whose 
forts  were  captueed,  we  had  now  been  at  blows 
in  a  war  commenced  without  conaulting  the 
people.  1  go  further.  I  venture  to  ask  them, 
had  it  been  Snglaad  from  wJiom  we  had  seisea 
these  posts,  and  Qeaeral  Macomb  (1  mention  his 
name  only  because  I  know  he  commands  on  the 
Northern  frontier,)  the  officer  who  had  made  the 
war,  would  he  not  have  been  called  to  a  severe 
account? 

But,  sir,  the  policy  of  the  nation  is  changed ; 
the  law  is  changed ;  the  Constitution  is  efaanged ; 
the  right  of  deliberation  upon  this  ^reat  exercise 
of  power,  in  declaring  war,  and  with  which  the 
interest,  honor,  and  prosperity  of  the  peoj)le  are 
more  intimately  connected  than  with  any  other 


aet  of  soveveigutv,  is  taken  from  them;  it  be- 
longs to  Qeneuif  Jackson ;  he  has  involved  • 
in  war,  as  far  as  his  met  could  do  it,4and  we  motf 
support  him  in  if. 

Souie  other  reaaons  for  the  seisweof  these 
posts  deserve  to  be  noticed.  One  ia,  became 
"  St.  Marks  was  neceseary  as  a  depot  for  the  sue- 
tess  of  his  future  operations."  And  will  it  he 
said  that  this  affords  a  justification  of  his  con 
duct  ?  So  Gibraltar  may  be  necessary  in  our 
future  operations  against  the  Barbery  Powers, 
and  why  not  take  that,  or  some  other  place  ia 
the  Mediterranean  ?  tioc.  again :  it  seems  that 
the  Governor  of  Pensaoola  aent  a  very  inaulc- 
iog  letter  to  the  General,  threatening  to  repel 
force  by  force.  It  was  this  letter,  he  declares, 
that  finally  determined  his  mind  to  capture  the 
place.  From  his  letter,  it  would  seem  that  all 
the  other  reasons  would  not  have  been  sufficieat 
Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  '^  he  hesitated  no 
longer."  And  so,  sir,  because  his  feeliogs  and 
his  dignity  were  insulted,  this  nation  must  rua 
the  risk  of  war  to  revenge  it.  Sir,  in  my  opinio*, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Spanish  officer  to  protest 
when  he  discovered  that  Gtenefal  Jaclnwwi  was 
on  his  march  for  Penaacola ;  he  wins  near  to  it^ 
for  he  received  the  protest  on  the  23d  of  May, 
and  on  the  next  day  entered  the  town.  The  daif 
of  the  Spanish  officer  to  his  own  QoTernment 
required  that  he  should  protest.  In  saying  this, 
I  again  repeat,  that  I  do  not  intend  to  paJiiale 
Spanish  wrongs;  they  are  suffieieutly  gt«%L 
But  it  belongs  to  the  people,  and  not  the  omeers 
of  the  Army,  to  determine  on  puoaahing  them. 

There  is  one  other  circumstance  whieh  tlie 
General  gives  as  a  cause  for  his  moTeneaa,  te 
which  I  beg  leave  to  advert.  It  is  this — that  he 
''had  understood  the  Indians  wer«  collectii^p, 
to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  thousand,*  ia  tiie 
neighborhood  of  Penaacola."  This  is  really  too 
laughable  to  be  seriously  noticed.  At  no  tine 
during  this  war,  was  there  ever  as  many  as  one 
thousand  seen  together.  The  Indians  had  been 
beaten  and  dispersed,  aad  driven  to  the  east, 
into  the  peninaula  oi  Florida.  Prom  whene^ 
then,  were  these  four  or  five  thoasand  lo  cosmt 
Sir,  all  the  Semiaoles,  Red  Sticks,  and  Negroee 
together,  did  not  amouat  to  that  nuaaber;  and  I 
have  too  good  an  opinion  of  his  judgmeat  to  thiok 
he  believed  the  inforaaatioa,  though  I  hare  no 
doubt  he  received  ii. 

I  had,  sir,  various  other  cireorastaaoes  to  whicit 
I  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  CooMaitt 


*  Mr.  Cobb  feels  it  hot  justice  to  stst%  that, 
the  delivei^of  his  sigument,  he  hss  bean  iafioimed  \f 
a  gentleman  that  this  ii  s  iypograpkUttl  enor,  asd 
that  it  should  be  four  or  fiot  hSmS'td.  Mr.  C.  has 
not  examined  the  document  from  which  the  letter  laid 
on  his  table  was  printed.  He,  however,  takes  it  far 
granted,  there  wss  a  mistake,  and,  had  he  known  it 
before  he  roae  to  speak,  he  diould  not  have  adverted 
to  the  dreamatanoe  in  die  terms  he  did.  The  dmtm- 
stsnee  to  which  he  alluded  may  be  found  in  the  letter 
of  G«ieral  Jadbon  to  the  War  Department,  of  the 
date  of  ath  May,  1S18,  at  page  68  of  the  printed 
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Bat  I  f«el  mf itlf  nmAj  ulMiiitted,  hoi  I  am 
aessiblc  I  J^ie  aire«dy  takeo  ap  too  much  of 
tbeir  time*  For  the  paiienee  ana  atteatioo  with 
which  ih€Y  ha^o  lUtaaed  lo  mo,  I  letora  them 
my  thanks  j  Ibey  hare  been  gieater,  perhaps, 
than  I  deeorved.  Bot  I  cannot  take  my  seat 
withoat  calling  their  atiention  to  the  preoedent 
whioli  will  be  made  in  this  ease.  This  body  is 
the  ehild  almoai  of  preoedents.  Mot  a  ease  {Re- 
sents itself  bot  what  preoedents  are  sought---^veB 
every  little  elaim  is  jforerned  by  precedent.  I 
hope  thef  will  be  aware  of  the  important  one  to 
be  ai&rded  by  the  decision  of  this  qoeetion,  and 
that  it  shall  ootbesuehas  that,  at  some  futare 
period)  if  some  ambitious  General  shoold  spring 
up,  and,  panting  to  aeaaire  the  same  glory,  with- 
oot  possessing  the  talents  of  General  Jackson, 
ahoald,  by  some  mad  aci,  hurtj^  this  nation  into 
war,  he  shall  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  point 
to  thiscase,nBd  shield  himself  from  responsibility. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  followed,  on  the  opposite  side^ 
by  Mr.  Houeaa  of  Massachnsetts,  who  iMid  only 
concluded  one  branch  of  this  subject ;  when,  ha? • 
inggiven  way  at  the  request  of  a  member— 

ifhe  Committee  agreed  to  rise;  and  leare  be* 
ing  given  to  ait  again,  the  amendment  moved  in 
Committee  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


ToBBDAT,  JsBoary  19. 

Mr.  Bloomfibld,  from  the  Committee  on  Rey- 
olntionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Bennett }  which  was  read,  when 
Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  place  Samuel  Bennett,  a  private  oif 
the  Revolutionary  army,  on  the  pension  list; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TaTtOB.  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinisbed  Business,  reported  a  bill  allowing 
farther  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating 
of  military  land  warrants ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thira 
lime  to-morrow.  '^gT** 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON  laid  beforePfae  House  sundry 
documents  transmitted  to  him  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  that  part  of  the  President's 
Message  which  relates  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  toe  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  H.  Nblbon  submitted  the  foliowiog  reso- 
lution, viz: 

fffsofasrf.  That  the  Speaker  be  aathemed  to  admit 
to  seaU  within  the  Hoqse  of  Repiasantatives  so«h 
pcraons  as  he  nay  think  proper,  hmng  regard  to  the 
ooovenience  of  ths  members  in  transacting  the  public 
baeineee. 

The  question  was  ukeOi  will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution  1  and  de- 
termiiied  in  the  negative. 

A  ineaaage  from  theSeaate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  the  more  convenient  organiaar 


tion  of  the  Goorts  of  the  United.  Slates,  and  the 
appointment  of  circuit  iud^es,"  in  which  they 
asK  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

BANK  OF  THB ITNITSD  STATES. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Rucked,  6y  the  Senate  amd  Htmte  of  JUpreeen- 
iaimm  ef  the  tkUied  SMee  of  Ammeam  Congress 
ossemUEd;  That  the  Attorney  Oeneral  ef  tfe  tinited 
Staiss,  in  eeoJBnetion  with  the  dtstriet  attorney  of 
PenBSjdvania,  shall  immediately  eaase  a  eetre  /acios 
to  be  isened,  aeooiding  to  the  ISd  section  of  the  sot 
**  le  ineerpmte  the  suteeiibeis  le  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  calUng  en  the  corporatien  ciealed  fay 
the  said  act  to  show  cause  whemfcn  the  ehaiterthere- 
hv  granted  shall  not  be  dedaied  fi)tfoited ;  and  that  it 
absll  be  the  doty  of  the  said  officers  to  cause  sodi  pro- 
ceedings to  be  had  in  the  premises  as  shall  be  aeoee- 
sary  to  obtain  a  final  judginent  thereon ;  lor  the  ex- 
penses of  which  Congress  will  hereafter  provide. 

Mr.  T.  then  said  that  he  would  brieiy  state 
the  reasoBs  which  iadnced  him  to  offer  the  veao- 
lation  which  he  had  submitted.  He  ought  first, 
however,  to  make  an  apology  to  the  committee 
who  had  made  the  able,  and,  be  hoped,  useful 
report  upon  this  siAjeeL  From  that  report,  he 
had  inferred  that  the  committee  did  not  intend 
to  offer  any  firqiosition  leading  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  question  of  forfeiture.  It  was  paaaible 
that  the  committee  might,  from  motives  of  deli- 
cacy^ decline  the  submission  of  any  mcaanre  in- 
volving the  inquiry.  That  he  might  comidit  no 
mistake  in  that  respect,  he  said  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  wait  on  tne  honorable  ehairman  of 
that  committee^  by  whom  he  was  authorised  to 
stale  that  the  committee  did  not  intend  to  report 
a  proposition  to  that  effect,  and  that  any  propo- 
siuon  of  that  tendency  would  cobm  with  equal 
propriety  from  any  other  member  of  the  House. 

It  is  manifest,  said  he,  that  public  oonfideuce 
in  the  bank  is  shaken  to  iu  fonndatiea.  and  that 
it  has  become  the  imperious  duty  of  tnis  Houaa 
to  act  carefaily  aad  prompti v  on  the  subject ; 
that,  when  the  bank  wae  established,  it  was  ex- 
pected it  would  coeroe  the  leauflaplion  of  speeie 
payments;  that  it  would  curtail  the  emanation 
of  paper  issuing  from  fugitive  country  hanka, 
andy  by  every  means  in  its  power,  assist  in  re*> 
storing  the  par  of  exchange  between  the  States ; 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statee  was  to 
have  had  all  the  aid  which  the  bank  could  ren- 
der, by  allbrding  facilities  in  the  traaemission  of 
the  public  funds.  How  far  the  expectations  of 
the  public  or  of  the  Treasury  had  been  realiaad, 
he  would  not  stop  to  inquire.  It  was  uot  his  in- 
tention to  sum  up  the  advantages  which  Imd 
grown  out  of  the  esublishment,  but  to  avoid  the 
mischief  which  might  follow  the  diseloauree  made 
in  the  report. 

He  had  no  fears,  he  said,  that  the  operations 
of  the  Treasury  would  be  greatly  embarrassed, 
and  he  was  sure  that  a  depreciation  of  the  bank 
note^  would  produce  much  confusion  and  die* 
tress,  and  perhaps  terminate  in  a  serioue  lose  to 
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th«  stockholders.  That  the  hank  did  not  possess 
the  power  or  the  means  of  restoriog  the  coDfi- 
dence  of  the  nation ;  and  that,  withoat  a  resto- 
ration of  confidence,  its  operations  would  be  fee- 
ble and  languid  for  years  to  come ;  that  erery 
view  of  the  subject  is  fraught  with  unpleasant 
considerations  and  eWi  forebodings,  and  that,  in 
fact,  nothing  is  left  us  but  a  choice  of  evils. 

He  bad  bieen  taught  by  experience,  he  said, 
that  a  bad  remedy,  promptly  applied,  was  better 
than  a  good  one  delayed  too  long.  We  see,  at  a 
single  glance,  that  public  opinion  applies  itself 
to  two  objects—the  charter  of  the  bank  and  the 
conduct  of  the  directors.  The  first  question 
which  a  plain  man  would  ask  himself  is  this-^ 
Has  the  charter  of  the  bank  a  legal  existence  ? 
This  question  ought  to  be  answered  by  a  legi^la- 
tire  opinion  or  a  solemn  legal  adjudication ;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  immedi- 
ately instituted,  so  that  public  opinion  might  not 
be  suspended,  and  its  confidence  left  in  abeyance, 
upon  a  subject  inrolving  so  many  and  such  im- 
porunt  considerations.  Wisdom  and  prudence 
would  both  advise  us  to  remove,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  all  uncertainty  and  doubt  upon  tKe 
question  of.  forfeiture.  And  he  was  confident 
that  the  interest  of  the  stockholders,  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  nation,  would  be  equally  promoted 
by  a  speedy  inyestigation.  Suppose  a  judicial 
decree  should  be  rendered,  announcing  that  the 
charter  is  not  forfeited,  that,  of  itself,  would  re* 
more  ail  doubts  as  to  the  legal  existence  of  the 
corporation.  Or,  suppose  that  this  House  shall 
ultimately  be  cf  opinion  that  the  reported  viola- 
tions of  the  charter  are  not  such  as  should  re- 
quire the  bank  to  be  put  upon  its  trial,  would  not 
a  vote  to  that  efiect  restore  confidence  in  the 
charter?  The  anrument  would  be  this:  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States  have  maturely 
considered  this  subject,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  reported  violations  of  the  charter  are  so  far 
from  working  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  that 
they  are  not  sufficient  to  authorize  a  BcirefcKiaa^ 
or  call  the  bank  before  a  judicial  tribunal.  Mr. 
T«  said,  that  if  a  proposition  should  be  made  in 
the  House  (o  revoke  the  charter,  he  was  ready  to 

five  his  opinion  ;  but  that,  if  the  question  shall 
e  referred  to  the  judicial  tribunals,  he  would  not 
forestal  the  decision  by  a  premature  declaration 
of  his  impression  on  the  subject.  His  primary 
object  at  present,  he  said,  was  to  five  a  clear  in- 
timation that  the  question  of  forfeiture  would  be 
urged  when  the  report  is  called  up ;  so  that  gen- 
tlemen may  have  time  for  refiection,  and  an  op- 
portunity of  foreseeing  and  avoiding  the  conse- 
quences that  may  follow. 

If,  upon  inquiry,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  shall  be  found 
that  the  charter  is  not  forfeited,  it  will  be  the 
dutv  of  Congress  to  adopt  some  measure  which 
will  restore  confidence  m  the  directors,  and  by 
some  timely  and  well  digested  regulations,  to 
interdict  malpractices  for  the  future.  He  would 
conclude  by  saying  that  it  was  the  imperious 
duty  of  Congress  to  revoke  and  suppress  the 
charter,  or  sustain  its  reputation  by  giving  it 
every  assistance  which  legislation  can  afford. 


Mr.  Tatloe  thought  that  any  distinct  propo- 
sitions, as  to  the  course  most  proper  to  be  adored 
toward  the  bank,  had  better  be  deferred  until  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  that  subject  should 
be  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Wholj^  as  then 
the  subject  would  be  fully  under  consideration, 
and  could  be  acted  on  to  more  advantage. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution t 
And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  71  to  53. 

THE  8EMIN0LB  WAR. 

The  House  then  anin  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.'Prrxiir  in  the 
Chair,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HoLMBs  resumed  the  thread  of  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  commenced,  in  support  of 
the  proceedings  ot  General  Jackaon,  which  is 
given  entire  as  fbllows : ' 

Mr.  Hoi«MB8,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cobb)  having  appwed 
to  the  common  sense  of  the  CommiKee,  he  felt 
himself  obliged,  having  some  claim  to  that  very 
common  and  vulgar  commodity,  to  attempt  to 
answer  the  gentleman's  call. 

This  is  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  only  inducement. 
The  very  handsome,  able,  and  cenUemanly  man- 
ner in  which  that  gentleman  has  supported  his 
resolutions  entitles  him  to  the  particular  consid- 
eration of  every  member  who  differs  from  him, 
and  demands  our  utmost  efforts  to  combat  his  ar- 
guments and  resist  the  force  of  his  eloquence. 

It  is  not,  sir.  because  Gkneral  Jackson  has  ac- 
quired 80  mucn  glory  in  defence  of  his  country's 
rights  that  I  defend  him — it  is  not  for  the  aplen- 
dor  of  his  achievments  or  the  brilliancy  of  his 
character.    I  would  not  compromit  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  my  country  to  screen  any  man, 
however  respectable.     If  General  .Jackson  has 
been  ambitious,  I  would  restrain  him  ;  if  cruel,  I 
would  correct  him  i  if  he  is  proud.  I  would  hum- 
ble him ;  if  be  is  tyrannical,  I  would  disarm  him. 
And  yet,  I  confess,  it  would  require  pretty  strong 
proof  to  produce  conviction  that  he  has  inten- 
tionally done  wrong.    At  his  tife  of  life,  crowned 
with  the  honors,  and  loaded  with  the  gratitude  of 
his  country,  what  adequate  motive  could  induce 
him  to  tarnish  his  glory  by  acts  of  cruelly  and 
revenge? 

Nor  am  I  disposed  to  become  the  advocate  of 
Executive  usurpation.  If  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  encroached  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people,  or  usurped  a  power  not  granted  by  the 
Constitution,  ft  is  our  duty,  as  the  guardians  of 
those  rightSj  to  correct  the  mischief  and  preserve 
the  Republic.  And  yet.  it  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  an  adequate  motive  to  induce  the  Presi- 
dent to  trample  upon  the  Constitutional  liberties 
of  the  people.  His  life  has  been  constantly  de- 
voted to  the  liberties,  prosperity,  and  honor  of 
bis  country.  He  receives  his  reward  in  the  grat- 
itude and  confidence  of  the  people.  The  chief 
of  the  only  free  people  on  earth,  I  could  scarcely 
imagine  that  he  has  an  inducement  to  do  wrong, 
much  less  to  prostrate  the  fabric  of  freedom  which 
his  own  hands  have  contributed  to  erect. 
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lurare  thegeaUann  from  Qeoigia  that,  is 
endearortof  to  antieipate  the  ammento  of  the 
frieoift  of  GeDeral  Jaekioa  aad  the  President,  he 
has  not  anticipated  me.  I  admit,  in  the  ontaet, 
that  the  Preaident  has  no  richt  to  commence  a 
war,  even  against  Indians.  And  I  farther  admit, 
thai,  if  a  treaty  between  this  and  another  nation 
be  Tiolated  by  the  other  party,  and  the  yiolation 
is  not  itsdf  an  aet  of  war,  bnt  saeh  as  wooid  jua- 
tifT  hostilities  oa  onr  part,  the  President  has  no 
right  to  commence  these  hostilities  wtthont  the 
soosfDt  of  Congress.  If,  with  these  admissions, 
the  President  and  Qeaeral  Jackson  cannot  be  de- 
feoded,  they  eanoot.  in  my  opinion,  be  defended 
at  all. 

It  is,  then,  incnmbent  on  me  to  show  that  the 
ladians  commenced  the  war.  I  shall  not  detain 
the  Committee  long  on  this  point  at  present,  as  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  examine  it  more  partienlariy 
ia  diseotsiog  another  part  of  the  snbject.  It  can- 
aot,  howerer,  sir,  kaTe  escaped  the  recollection  of 
the  members  of  this  House  that  the  aggressions 
of  those  Seminoles  were  londly  compJaiaed  of 
by  the  people  of  Georgia.  Scarcely  a  newspaper 
from  the  Booth  bat  was  filled  with  dumal  ae- 
coaau  of  Indian  massacres;  scarcely  a  breeze 
bot  wafted  to  oar  ears  the  dangers,  distresses,  and 
marders  of  the  people  on  the  frontiers  of  Geor- 
gia. Were  these  all  groundless  rumors  and  false 
alarms?  Werw  the  Georgians,  in  fact,  the  ag^ 
gressors?  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  can 
answer  the  qoestion. 

On  the  9th  of  Aogost,  1814,  a  treaty  was  signed 
at  Fort  Jackson  between-  the  United  States  and 
most  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creek 
Nauon.  By  this  treaty  certain  lands  were  eeded 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  inhabitants  of  tbe 
frootiers  nadentood  that  the  war  was  ended. 
Bot  it  was  soon  fonnd  that  several  of  V^®  hostile 
Creek&.  and  the  Seminoles,  had*  within  the  lim- 
its of  Florida,  associated  for  the  parpose  of  com- 
mencing hostilities  against  the  United  Sutes.  By 
the  instigation  and  aid  of  a  certain  Colonel  Nich- 
oUs,  a  fort  was  erected  on  the  Apfialachieola.  and 
within  the  proTinee  of  East  Florida,  to  facilitate 
their  hostile  designs.  At  this  place  were  assem- 
bled a  motley  banditti  of  negroes,  Indians,  and 
fogitires  from  all  nations,  and  trained  and  io- 
strocced  in  the  aru  of  robbery  and  murder.  The 
people  of  the  United  Sutes  soon  felt  the  elEecu 
o(  their  rengeance.  Sereral  families,  iaelading 
women  and  children,  were  barbarously  murdered. 
In  1816  a  boat's  crew  were  cruelly  butchered, 
one  of  whom  was  tarred,  set  on  fire,  and  burnt  to 
death.  On  the  aOtb  of  riovember  last,  Lieuten- 
ant Scott  and  his  partv,  consisting  of  about  fif^y 
men,  women,  and  children,  were  murdered  in  a 
manner  too  shocking  to  deseribe.  In  this  exi- 
g«Ofy  what  wu  to  be  donel 

The  Constitmion  of  the  United  States  makes 
the  President  the  Commander-in-chief  of  tbe 
Army  aad  of  the  mUitia«  when  called  into  the 
servjce  of  the  UniUd  States.  It  vests  in  Coo- 
gress  the  power  to  proride  for  calling  out  the 
militia  to  suppress  insurrections  and  repel  inva- 
sions.   The  act  of  Congress  of  the  SSth  of  Feb- 


ruary, 1706,  provides  that,  whenever  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded,  or  in  imminent  danger  of 
invasion,  the  President  may  call  out  any  portion 
of  the  militia  to  repel  the  meditated  attack,  and. 
to  this  end,  may  direct  his  orders  to  any  officer  of 
the  militia,  without  a  requisition  upon  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  States.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, by  authoriziag  the  President  to  repel 
invasion,  did  not  intend  that  he  should  wait  until 
it  should  have  taken  ]^ace.    Should  invasion  im- 

Eend,  it  was  essential  that  the  President  should 
ave  the  power  to  prevent  it.  The  prepoeterous 
doctrine  that  the  invasion  must  take  place  before 
the  militia  ean  be  ealled  for,  is,  I  trust,  long  since 
exploded.  This  aot  is  aa  exposition  of  this  clause 
in  the  Gonetitution,  acijuieaced  in  ever  since  the 
year  1795.  The  Presideat,  then,  may  employ 
the  militia  without  a  s[Mcial  aathority  from  Con- 
gress, when  there  is  invasion,  or  danger  of  it; 
and  he  can  use  the  army  as  well  as  the  militia. 
He  is  their  Gommander-m-chie^  and  though  the 
act  to  which  I  have  just  referred  does  not  special- 
ly authorixe  him  to  emidoy  the  standing  army 
for  theee  purpoees,  yet  it  is  manifest  that  our  reg^ 
ular  troo|»s  would  aever  have  been  placed  on  our 
frontiers  in  time  of  peace,  if  they  could  not  be 
emjdoyed  by  the  President,  to  repel  invasion, 
without  an  act  of  Confess.  If  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  during  invasion,  were  to  remain 
inactive  until  Congress  could  be  convened  to  au-  ) 
thorize  them  to  act,  they  would  be  worse  than 
useless.  Though  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  placing 
much  reliance  on  the  admissions  of  my  oppo- 
nents, I  trust  it  will  not  be  insisted  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  the  power  to  employ  the  army  for 
tbe  same  purposes  as  the  militia. 

The  war  having  been  commenced  by  the  Sem- 
inoles and  their  associates,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  having  the  power,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  meet  and 
repel  the  enemy,  the  inquiry  is  important,  on  what 
ground  he  may  meet  them.    I  differ  from  maay 

f:entlemen  in  regard  to  the  political  rights  of  the 
ndians.  Whatsoever  may  be  their  rights  in 
peace,  either  by  natural  or  conventional  law,  in  / 
war  I  deem  them  as  soverei|p«  Their  residence 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  limits  to 
which  thejr  have  never  assented,  neither  brings 
them  within  our  protection  nor  entitles  us  to  their 
allegiance.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  have 
no  operation  upon  them,  and  if  they  levy  war 
they  are  not  punishable  as  traitors.  A  tribe  of 
Indians,  whose  territory  is  exclusively  withta  our 
limits,  may  wage  war  and  make  peace  with  us; 
pursue,  capture,  and  destroy  us;  send  and  receive 
flap;  grant  and  receive  capitulations,  and  are 
eatitled  to  a  reciprocation  oi  every  aet  of  civil- 


warlare,  ana  subject  to  the  same  rules  of 
severity  and  retaliation  as  other  nations.  To  in- 
vade their  territory  and  cross  their  line  is,  as  to 
them,  passing  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  Aad,  if  General  Jackson  had  no  right, 
in  this  war,  to  cross  the  Florida  liae,  neither  had  . 
he  a  richt  to  cross  the  Indian  line  within  our  lim-  - 
its.  If  there  is  any  force  in  tbe  argument  so  often 
urged  on  other  occasions,  that  every  war  of  inva- 
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gioa  ifl  ED  oii(MKiv«  war,  and  OBe,  eoiiaeqaeDtl|r, 
whieh  the  President  eonld  Dot  wage  without  the 
authoritf  of  Coogrese;  then,  it  folio wi,  that  Goii* 
gren  ainst  deelare  war  before  the  President  ean 
march  the  mUitia  aeross  the  Indian  line,  even 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  But  such 
a  construction  of  the  Constitution  is  totally  inad* 
missiUe.  When  war  is  commenced  by  savages, 
it  becosMs  the  duty  of  the  President  to  repel  and 
punish  them.  To  follow  them  to  the  line  affords 
us  no  seenriiy.  The  invasion  cannot  be  effeetn- 
ally  repelled  bat  by  pursaing  them  into  their  own 
territory,  aad  retaliating  on  thens  there.  Bueh 
has  been  the  uaiform  constraetton  of  the  power 
of  the  President,  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Gonstttntion.  in  no  instance  that  I  reeaUect  has 
Congress  deelared  war  against  an  Indian  tribe. 
The  defeat  of  St.  Clair,  and  sufaajequent  victory 
of  Wayne  were  on  Indian  territory.  The  bat- 
tle at  Tippecanoe  (fought  by  my  friend  from 
Ohio,  wita  so  mueh  honor  to  himself  aad  satis- 
faction  to  his  coimtry)  was  wttbin  the  limits  of 
the  Indian  nation.  In  aaither  of  these  tastaaees 
wan  a  deckwation  of  war  deemed  neeeswy  by 
Congress. 

If«  thett,  it  be  true  thai  this  war  was  commenced 
by  thMe  savages,  we  have  brooffht  Qcaeial  JhdEi- 
son  nod  his  army  up  to  the  Florida  line,  and,  I 
trusty  witbottt  any  material  vioktioB  of  the  Coa- 
stitation  or  laws  of  the  United  States.  Let  us 
now  stop  and  examine  the  ground  on  the  other 
side  before  we  atieinpt  to  pass  it. 

The  territory  of  Florida,  which  the  General 
and  his  troops  are  about  to  enur,  from  St.  Marks 
to  Peasacola  in  leiwtb,  and  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Qulf  in  breadthi  comprehends,  prob« 
ablV)  not  less  than  10,000  square  miles.  Spain 
claims  a  jurisdiction  over  this  tract,  as  compre- 
hended within  the  two  provinces;  and  it  includes, 
I  am  toldf  about  3^000  Spaniards  in  ail— 9^  of 
whom  are  in  and  about  rensacola,  and  the  resi- 
due scattered  on  the  Chootnw  river,  and  a  few 
trading  familiev  on  the  Appalacbicola.  The  num- 
ber of  Indians  there  cannot  be  well  ascertained, 
but  far  exceeds  the  white  population.  The  pos^ 
sessions  of  the  Spaniards  are  exceedingly  limited, 
and  their  jurisdiction  is  merely  nomiMl.  The 
Indians  have,  in  fiict,  the  poraession  aad  the 
etmtroL 

Bat  suppose  we  admit  that  the  Spaniards  aad 
Indians  have  a  concurrent  jurisdiction.  This  is 
the  most  that  can  be  pretended.  And  upon  this 
hypolhesis,  what  are  the  righu  of  the  United 


this  territory  without  an  ant  of  hoatiitlf  aghast 
Spain.  Untbrtttuate,  indeed^  would  be  the  con* 
dition  of  the  United  Scaler  if  a  horde  of  aaprtn- 
cipled  banditti,  holding  a  rvsideace  on  o»r  bor- 
ders, could  prosecute  a  cruel  and  extet ini&atiiy 
war  upon  our  citixens,  aad  then  take  refiwe  acrom 
an  ideal  lias,  where  the  laws  of  natioas  forhid  m 
to  approach  them.  Sir,  let  gentlemea  t«ftl  me  of 
another  instance  where  your  eaemy  has  a  right 
to  perfect  security  against  y4MK  approaeh.  It 
would  be  a  war  of  a  peculiar  eharadery  where 
one  side  only  gives  the  blows. 

Why,  then,  shoold  not  Genetal  iactoon  aad 
his  army  cross?  WiU  any  gratieBaa  poiat  to 
me  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  tbe 
United  States  that  forbids  him?  Nay,  atore,  can 
any  oae  ofkt  a  reason  why  ha  shoold  not  pass 
into  Florida,  which  would  aot  equally  fochid  his 
orossing  the  Indian  liae  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  Stales?  It  wooM  ba 
absurd  to  pretend  thai  you  coald  not  punue  year 
eaemy  to  any  refuge  to  which  he  is  eatitlad.  The 
Senbinoles.  then,  being  enemieB^  mmd  having  a 
right  itt  Florida  be^oad  the  ooatrol  of  Spate,  iha 
'  imereiioe  is  irresistible  that  yoa  have  a  right  to 
pursue  and  ight  them  therein  yaof  own  ddTeace. 

Qeneml  Jackson  bavtag  creesed  inta  Plorids, 
for  the  purpoeeof  meetiag  aad  fightiag  the  Semi- 
nolce,  what  are  his  duties  towards  thoeevslio  pith 
fesa  an  alieglanee  to  Spain?    The  oaae  b  pfeu« 
liar,  and,  perhaps,  stands  on  its  own  fotindatioo. 
It  is  difficult  to  illustrate  it  by  aaalagy.    While 
we  are  on  enemy's,  we  are,  iaaoole  8eoae,on 
neiitml  ground.    The  oeean  beiii|f  the  highway 
of  natioas,  all  having  eoneorrent  jnrisdietion,  it 
is  possible  a  case  asay  there  be  found  afiotdtag 
an  illustration.    Yon  discover  yout  eBeaay^s  fleet 
at  a  disiaace.    On  approaching  it  rem  pereelve 
neutrals  intermixed.    Some  are  of  a  daubtfal 
character,  wearing  the  neutml  flag,  but  exhibit- 
ing other  symptoms  of  a  beUigereat  ehamcter. 
Some  seem  engaaed  in  affording  faaiiitaee  to  the 
enemy  to  defbnd  themselves  or  to  escape.    lo 
such  a  case  you  are  bound  to  exercise  your  dis- 
cretion, and  to  capture  ml  thorn  of  a  snspicioas 
character.    ShonM  you  mistake,  it  is  not  your 
fkult,  but  the  misfortune  or  folly  of  the  neutral 
in  being  found  in  company  with  your  enem^,  in 
a  situation  to  excite  suspicion.    A  discretion, 
Ithereforei  most  rest  with  a  eoosmaader  ta^lis- 
criminate^    la  the  ordinary  case  of  iavadiag  the 
coaatry  of  a  eivilixed  nation,  the  cemmandiiig 
Qeneml  is  obliged  to  distinguish  bttweea  thia 


States?    The  territory  of  these  Indiansistm  both  I  public  aad  private  property,  and 


sides  the  Florida  line.  Their  poesemions  and 
resideaee  are  transient  and  ambulatory,  without 
regard  to  this  line.  The  nation,  if  snch  they  may 
be  called,  is  at  war  with  us,  and  ia  this  war  they 
can  occupy  their  tt rritoiy  in  Florida  in  spite  of 
Spain.  Singular,  indeed,  would  it  bs,  if  we 
should  be  engaged  in  war  with  an  enemy  who 
had  a  perfect  right  to  be,  where  w^  had  no  right 
to  meet  him.  Spaia  claims  a  jurisdiction  to  a 
territory  occupied  by  our  enemy;  she  has  no 
power  nor  inclination  to  expel  him,  and  yet  it  is 
gravely  said  this  eaemy  cannot  be  pursued  to 


liatanu  and  noo-eomfaalants.  There  am  sittia- 
tions  in  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  dteer- 
mine,  and  it  not  onusaally  happens  that  thb 
power  of  discrimination  necessarily  davolTes  oa 
the  subordinate  officer,  and  even  soMiera,  whereby 
many  of  the  innocent  aad  aaoffending  ai«  made 
to  suffier. 

When  Gleneral  Jaeksoa  marched  his  army  isio 
a  country  where  he  must  necessarily  find  neutnis, 
as  well  as  enemies,  the  right  of  discrimination  de- 
volved oa  him.  If  aSnaniard  was  found  in  the 
raaks  of  the  enemy,  aiding  and  assisting  in  hos- 
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ttlities,  he  wkn  bound  to  eonsider  him  as  an  en-  { 
emy.  If  the  gons  of  a  fort  were  tnrned  against 
hinij  or  the  fbrt  used  hy  the  Indians  as  a  post  of 
aDDoyanee,  he  had  a  right  to  consider  the  soldiers 
there  as  associated  and  identified  with  the  enemy, 
and  to  wrest  from  their  hands  the  means  of  hos- 
tility. Bfen  should  he  mistake,  he  is  not  subject 
to  censure,  but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  neutral 
in  being  associated  with  our  enemy,  and  placed 
in  a  situation  where  suspicion  might  attach.  But, 
sir,  I  by  no  means  admit  that  General  Jackson 
needs  soch  an  apologjr  in  this  case.  I  will  prore 
that  the  Spaniards  in  Florida  were  identified 
with  the  Indmns,  and  the  posts  taken  by  Jackson 
were  uniier  Indian  control.  I  will  prove  that  the 
Spanish  officers  and  inhabitants  in  Florida  hare 
conducted  most  treacherously,  pretending  to  a 
oentraltty  which  they  hare  constantly  violated. 
I  wrill  show  to  the  Committee^  by  proofk  incon- 
testable,  that  the  local  authorities  were  the  ex- 
citers, promoters,  and  proseciUors  of  the  war,  and 
furnished  the  means  of  carrying  it  on. 

I  lay  Spain  out  of  the  question.  Poor,  miser- 
able, deeded  Spain,  too  weak  and  palsied  to 
act  or  think  I  She  has  but  the  shadow  of  author- 
ity there,  and,  so  far  from  being  able  to  control 
the  Indians,  or  even  her  own  subjects,  the  coun- 
try, as  to  her,  is  a  perfbet  derelict.  I  will  ask  this 
Committee  to  go  back  with  me  to  the  year  1813, 
and  from  that  period  to  the  capture  of  Pensacola, 
to  vFitoeas  the  Spanish  officers  exciting  the  In- 
diana ID  vengeance,  furnishing  them  with  the 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  tamely  acquiescinff 
in  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  their  pretended 
neutrality,  and  suffering  the  territory  to  be  pros- 
titoted  to  ever^  banditti  who  might  be  disposed 
to  annoy  or  distress  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Srr,  before  I  proceed  to  an  account  of  these 
transactions,  allow  me  to  subjoin  a  few  remarks 
in  reply  to  what  has  been  said  relative  to  the 
eondoet  of  the  Executive  in  eng]igiog  in  this 
war.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  apprehends 
that  the  President  has  violsted  the  Constitution. 
Dnrinff  the  Itst  session  of  Congress,  it  was  known 
that  this  war  could  not  be  terminated  without 
marchmg  the  troops  into  Florida.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  Messa|;e  of  25th 
Bfarch,  and  four  weeks  before  the  session  dosed, 
informed  this  House  that  he  had  issued  orders 
to  Gtenvral  Gtaines  to  cross  into  Florida,  to  por- 
sve  and  ehastise  the  enemy,  but  to  respect  the 
Spanieh  authority  where  it  was  maintained.  We 
aeqaieseed ;  we  appropriated  the  monev  to  pay 
the  mtlilia,  and  without  a  whisper  of  disappro- 
bation. 

Oonnected  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  re- 
gret to  be  obSged  to  notice  an  intimation  from 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  General  Jack- 
son might  possibly  have  orders  from  the  Presi- 
dent diflbrent  from  those  communicated  to  this 
Hoose.  Sir,  though  the  gentleman  did  not  state 
that  he  believed  this,  yet,  when  a  member  of  this 
Hoose  will  intimate  that  it  is  even  possible  that 
the  Prenident  of  the  United  States  has  practised 
saeh   dnplieity,  and  will  endeavor  to  show  evi- 


dence of  the  grounds  of  such  intimation,  it  be- 
comes our  imperious  duty  to  inquire.  If  the 
President  has  given  to  General  Jackson  one  aet 
of  orders,  and  imposed  upon  us  a  different  aet.  he 
has  practised  a  hypoorisy  utterly  unpardonable, 
and  he  ought  to  be  exposed  to  the  indignation  of 
the  American  people.  What  then,  I  repeat,  can 
be  the  ground  of  this  suggestion?  The  Mtttle> 
man  quotes  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  war  to 
Governor  Bibb,  of  the  13th  May,  stating  that 
General  Jackson  had  full  powers  to  prosecute  the 
war  at  bis  discretion,  and,  as  we  nave  seen  no 
sueh  fall  power  to  General  Jackson,  he  leaves  tnr 
to  infer  that  the  document  is  withheld^  A  brief 
statement  of  the  facts  will.  I  trust,  explain  this 
mystery,  even  to  the  satisraetion  of  the  gewtle«> 
man  from  Gkorgla.  The  Secretary's  letter  of 
16ih  December  last  authoriaes  GainH  to  erois 
iato  Florida,  under  the  restriction  as  to  Spanish 
fortresses;  His  letter  to  Jackson,  of  the  86th  of 
the  same  month,  directs  him,  to  whom  the  com* 
mand  was  now  traostored,  to  concentrate  his 
foroeaaod  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  speedy  oonelosion.  Governor  Bibb, 
not  knowing  of  the  orders  to  Gkitaes.  on  the  15th 
April,  1818^  writes  to  the  Seoremry,  that  he  has 
no  authority  to  pass  the  Florida  line^  and  with- 
iog  for  orders.  The  Secretary,  on  the  Idth  May, 
replied,  that  the  orders  to  Gaines  to  cross  were 
solBeient  for  him,  and  then  adds,  that  General 
Jackson  had  Ikill  powers  to  conduct  the  war. 
Taking  all  these  letters  together,  can  there  be  a 
doebt  of  their  meanlngt  The  authority  to  cross  f 
was  that  given  to  Gaines  and  traosfetred  to  Jack- 
son on  his  assuming  the  command ;  and  the  full 
power,  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  Bibb,  was  that 
vested  in  Jackson  by  the  letter  of  the  S6th  De* 
cember,  and  meant  and  intended  nothios  more 
than  that  Jackson  was  Coromander-in*onief  in 
that  quarter,  and  that  bis  powers  were  sufficiently 
extensive  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  an- 
pointoMar.  Can  gentlemen  6nd  in  all  this  sum- 
cieot  ground  to  suspect  the  President  of  fnudu* 
lently  suppressing  a  document?  Were  the  gen- 
tleman a  judge  or  juror,  could  he  find  in  this 
sufficient  to  convict^  or  even  to  cast  a  well 
grounded  suspicion  upon  the  meanest  wretch 
who  crawls  in  the  filth  of  society  ?  And  yet  this 
isoffered  as  ground  of  inquiry  against  your  Presi- 
deml  Sir,  Is  it  liberal,  is  it  candid,  is  it  charita- 
ble, is  it  magnanimous? 

dir,  who  are  we?  Are  we  the  people,  or,  like 
the  President,  the  servants  of  the  people?  And, 
should  we  suggest  such  suspicions  on  such  evi- 
dence, may  not  these  same  people  call  us  to  an 
account  for  a  malicious  prosecution  without  prob- 
able cause  against  their  President  and  friend?  I 
do  not  profess  to  predict  what  would  be  their  de- 
cision, but  I  confess  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
submit  to  them  such  a  question  on  soch  evidence. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  detail  of  the  acts  of 
hostility  of  the  Spanish  officers.  Lest  I  should 
be  tiresome  to  the  Committee,  I  shall  only  state 
the  facts,  and,  if  gentlemen  wish,  will,  from  my 
miautet,  refer  them  to  the  book  and  page. 

It  is  in  ptoof  that,  in  1813^  William  HamUy 
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MW  a  If tter  from  the  Ck>Teraor  of  Penmola  &d- 
TisiDg  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
United  States.  Early  in  the  Spring  of  1824,  the 
British  frigate  Orpheos  landed  arms,  ammanition, 
and  officers,  on  the  Appalachicola,  in  Bast  Florida, 
and  engaged  the  Indians  against  the  United  States. 
These  acts  were  public  and  notorious,  and,  being 
in  the  vicioity  of  St.  Marks,  must  have  been 
known  to  the  Spanish  Qovernor.  About  the 
same  time,  the  fact  was  notorious  at  Pensacola, 
that  about  two  hundred  Indians  reeeiTed  provis- 
ions and  ammunition  out  of  the  public  stores. 
On  the  4th  of  August,  of  the  same  year,  a  certain 
Colonel  Nicholls,  an  Irish  adventurer,  arrived  at 
the  Havana,  with  an  expedition,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  proceeding  to  Florida,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  Pensacola.  The  Governor  General,  to 
be  sure,  forbade  him,  and  warned  him  not  to  vio- 
late the  neutrality  of  Spain,  with  as  much  gravitv 
as  if  he  expected  to  be  obeyed.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  however,  Nicholls  obtained  refresh- 
ments, and  proceeded  to  his  destination,  publicly 
and  notoriously,  without  being  in  the  least  hin- 
dered or  molested  by  the  Governor  General.  He 
arrived  at  Pensacola,  captured  the  Bamncas  and 
the  city,  without  resistance  or  complaint.  This 
/  scandalous  surrender  of  the  capital  of  West  Flor- 
ida to  the  British,  with  whom  we  were  at  war, 
for  the  well  known  purpose  of  orsanising  a  des- 
perate, unprincipled,  and  ferocious  banditti  against 
the  people  of  these  States,  was  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  treachery  and  hostility  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. On  the  29th  of  August,  Nicholls  issues 
his  proclamation,  at  his  headquarters,  Pensacola, 
stating  that  he  has  Indians  commanded  by  Brit- 
ish officers;  that  he  is  aided  by  a  numerous  Brit- 
ish and  Spanish  fleet,  and  calling  upon  all  fugi- 
tives and  vagrants  to  join  his  standard  to  inflict 
vengeance  on  our  frontiers. 

He  sends  a  minister  to  the  choice  spirits  of 
Barrataria,  invites  and  receives  the  aid  of  the  In- 
dians, promises  to  let  loose  the  slaves  for  the  hu- 
mane purpose  of  cuttinff  the  throats  of  their  mas- 
ters, and  compliments  toe  Louisianians  and  Ken- 
tucKians  with  an  invitation  to  join  this  honorable 
coalition. 

It  begins  thus :  ^  Natives  of  Louisiana !  on  you 

*  the  first  call  is  made  to  assist  in  liberating,  from 

*  a  faithless,  imbecile  Government,  your  paternal 
'  soil:  Spaniards,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  and  Brit- 

<  ish,  whether  settled  or  residing  for  a  time  in 

*  Louisiana,  on  you  also  I  call  to  aid  me  in  this 
'just  cause:  the  American  usurpation  in  this 

*  country  must  be  abolished,  and  the  lawful  own- 

*  ers  of  the  soil  pot  in  possession  I" 

Again:  ^Men  of  Rlentucky!  let  me  call  to 
'  your  view,  (and,  I  trust,  to  your  abhorrence,) 
'  the  conduct  of  those  factions  which  hurried  you 

*  into  this  civil,  unjust,  and  unnatural  war,  at  a 

*  time  when  Great  Britain  was  straining  every 
'  nerve  in  defence  of  her  own  and  the  liberties  of 

<  the  world.'' 

Captain  Lockyer,  of  the  Sophiayand  the  honor- 
able Captain  Percy,  of  the  Hermes,  used  all  their 
exertions  to  induce  Lafitte,  the  chief  of  the  pi- 
rates of  Barrataria,  to  unite  with  these  British 


and  Spaniards^  and  Indians,  and  Negroes,  in  this 
wprk  of  indiscriminate  massacre. 

From  this  capital  of  His  Most  Catholic  Mij- 
esty's  province  of  West  Florida,  at  the  residence, 
under  the  eye  and  with  the  consent  and  aid  of 
this  Spanish  Governor,  boasting  of  his  imparti- 
ality and  jealous  of  his  neutral  rigfata,  an  expedi- 
tion was  fitted  out  against  Fort  Bowyer,  an  Ainer- 
can  post  at  Mobile  point.    On  the  memorable  15c1l 
of  September,  1814,  the  fort  was  attacked,  but  wu 
so  well  defended,  by  the  brave  Lawrence  and  his 
companions,  that  the  assailants  were  defeated, 
and  returned  with  loss  and  disgrace.    All  this 
was  done  in  the  name  of  neutrality;  but  it  was 
a  neutrality  not  to  be  endured.    General  Jackson, 
with  that  energy  and  promptitude  which  mark  his 
character,  marched  to  Pensacola,  and  ca^lnted 
the  place.    Nicholls  and  his  banditti  ingloriouly 
fled,  after  blowing  up  the  fort  of  Barancas,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  his  friend,  the 
Spanish  Governor.    NichoUs's  confederacy  now 
began  to  decline.    The  Louisianians  were  true  to 
the  core.    The  ELentuckians  could  not  be  se- 
duced from  their  allegiance.    Even  the  grates  of 
Barrataria  hesitated,  suspecting  that  their  tepo- 
tation  might  suffer,  and  at  last  declined  the  honor 
of  such  a  confederacy,  and  united  in  defence  of 
the  United  States.    The  glorious  and  onpanllr 
eled  victory  of  the  8th  of  January,  and  the  petee 
which  immediateljf  ensued^  broke  up  this  confed- 
eration of  the  Mississippi.    NicboUsy  with  his 
ruffians,  retired  to  the  Appalachicola.    Tkere  let 
us  leave  him  a  while,  breathing  revenge  and  med- 
itating murder,  and  glance  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  officers  in  the  east  of  the  peoinsaU. 
Here  we  find  the  same  style  of  afiected  neutralitf , 
connected  with  the  most  abject  and  scandaioss 
submission  to  the  mandates  of  the  British,  asd 
the  most  wanton  and  unjustifiable  excitement  of 
the  Indians  against  the  people  of  these  States. 

In  December,  1814,  the  notorious  Woodbine 
was  recruiting  negroes  and  others  at  Sl  Angus- 
tine.  The  people  became  alarmed,  not  that  their 
neutrality  would  be  violated,  but  lest  their  slaves 
should  be  seduced  from  their  masters.  Governor 
Kinderlan  issued  his  order  to  Woodbine,  affecting 
to  caution  him  against  violating  the  neutrality  «* 
Spain,  but  intending,  in  reality,  to  prevent  his 
seducing  the  negroes  from  their  masten.  Wood- 
bine understood  him,  promised  to  nliere  the 
alarm  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  remove  his  negrro 
and  Indian  escort  so  far  off  as  the  inhabitanta 
should  be  in  no  danger.  The  Gtoreraor  waa  pa- 
cified, and  nothing  lurther  was  hetid  of  neutral 
righu,  and  the  recruiting,  probably,  proceeded  as 
before. 

In  the  same  Winter,  several  American  vcasels 
were  taken  by  the  British  in  the  St.  Marys,  and 
within  the  territories  of  Spain.  Complaint  was 
made  in  behalf  of  the  owners,  and  Admiral  Cock- 
burn,  with  characteristic  impudence,  told  the 
Spanish  Governor  that  these  vessels  were  taken, 
for  breach  of  blockade,  in  a  small  river  far  fn  the 
interior,  and  that  they  were  onlv  transferred  to 
the  British  admiralty  courts  in  the  West  Indies, 
where  the  most  speedy  and  impartial  josucc 
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misht  alwift  be  •zpeeted.  Bat,  says  this  modest 
and  eoflsiatcDt  Admiral,  why  do  you  insist  upon 
neatiaJicjr  in  faror  of  a  people  wbo  do  not  respect 
it  tovrards  you  ?  Qeneral  Jackson  has,  in  a  nos- 
tile  manner,  entered  Pensacola,  and  capinred  and 
blown  ap  the  Barancas.  Wb^,  in  fact,  this  Pen- 
sacola had  been  a  British  rendezroas,  was  taken 
from  the  Spaniards  by  a  British  force,  and  Ni- 
choits  himself  blew  op  the  fort*  All  this  Unta- 
lizing,  all  this  debasement,  was  endured  by  (his 
hypocrite  with  great  philosophy. 

The  documents  from  whence  these  facts  are' 
derired,  were  presented  by  the  Spanish  Minister 
as  evidence  of  the  fairness  and  coneciness  of  His 
Majesty's  officers  in  Florida — eridenee  furnished 
and  prepared  for  the  occasion,  by  the  Piii'ty  ac- 
cused. When  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  well  understood  the 
coarse  the  SfMiniards  in  Florida  had  pursued,  the 
Spanish  Minister  here  set  about  procuring  from 
them  the  oTidence  of  their  own  innocence  \  and 
he  triumphantly  communicated  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  the  papers  to  which  I  have  alladed,  and 
oihets  of  a  similar  character,  selected  or  created, 
for  the  special  purpose,  by  the  culprits  themselves. 
In  one  of  these,  however,  the  Spanish  Minister 
seems  to  have  defeated  himself.  In  answer  to  a 
letter  from  an  Indian  chief,  I  think  by  the  name 
of  Bowkfs,  inquiring  what  he  should  do  to  the 
Americans,  who  he  pretends  are  stealing  his  cat* 
tie,  the  Gkivernor  aavises  the  Indian  to  *' reso- 
lutely drive  them  off."  Bowlegs  well  knew  that 
this  advice  meant  catting  throats  and  scalping, 
and  with  much  prudence  replied,  "  my  people  did 
drive  off  some  Americans  settled  at  Lncnua,  and  I 
fear  the  United  States  will  consider  this  an  act 
of  war."  These  cases  principally  occurred  d  uring 
our  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  I  should  sup- 
pose that  these,  of  themselves,  furnished  strong, 
if  not  irresistible,  proof  of  the  fact,  that  the  Span- 
iards in  Florida  were  engaged  in  active  warfare 
against  the  United  States.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
the  peace  with  Great  Britain  did  not  even  sus- 
pend these  hostilities. 

NlchoUs,  after  this  peace,  remained  at  and  for- 
tified hispost  at  Prospect  Bluff;  within  the  limits 
of  BmmX  Florida,  and  m  the  vicinity  of  St.  Marks. 
It  was  made  an  asylum  for  the  base  and  desper- 
ate of  every  people  and  nation ;  all  vagrant  In- 
dians, fogiuve  negroes,  Spanish  renegadoes,  Bri- 
tish malelactors,  outlaws,  and  pirates,  were  asso- 
ciated here,  to  ferment  and  breed  plots  of  blood, 
and  torture,  and  murder,  and  treason. 

Under  a  grand  bandit  like  NichoUs,  what  might 
not  such  an  assemblage  achieve?  This  blood- 
thirsty, ferocious  miscreant,  endeavored  to  tempt 
the  eapidity  as  well  as  the  ierocity  of  the  savages, 
by  pretending  that,  by  the  9th  article  of  the 
British  treaty,  they  were  to  be  restored  to  the 
cooiiition  they  enjoyed  in  1811.  He  encouraged 
them  to  disclaim  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  and 
to  drive  the  Americans  from  the  lands  acquired 
by  that  treaty. 

Nicholls,  thus  countenanced  and  encouraged 
by  the  Spaniards,  becomes  more  daring  and  inso- 
lent.   In  his  letter  of  the  12th  May,  1815,  to  OoU 
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onel  Hawkins—^  letter  that  would  disgrace  a 
vandal — he  exults  in  the  security  of  his  position, 

Srescribes  limits  to  the  people  of  the  United 
•tates.  and  threatens  wita  instant  death  every 
one  who  shall  venture  to  transgress  them. 

I  will  read  to  you,  sir,  a  few  parasrapbs  from 
this  letter :  *'  I  have  ordered  them,  (the  Indians,) 

*  however,  to  stand  on  the  defensive,  and  have 
'  sent  them  a  large  supply  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
'  tion,  and  told  them  to  put  to  death,  without 
'  mercy,  any  one  molesting  them.  They  have 
'  consented  to  wait  your  answer  before  tbev  take 
'  revenge.  But,  sir,  thev  are  impatient  for  it,  and 
'  well  armed,  as  the  whole  nation  now  is,  and 
'  stored  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  having 
'  a  strong  hold  to  retire  to  in  case  of  a  superior 
'  force  appearing. 

'*  I  am  also  desired  to  sav  to  you,  by  the  chiefs, 
'  that  they  do  not  find  that  your  citizens  are 
^evacuating  their  lands,  accoraing  to  the  9ih  ar- 

*  tide  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  that  they  were 
'  fresh  provisioning  the  forts.    They  also  request 


'  navigation,  which,  as  soon  as  ratified  at  home. 
'  you  shall  be  made  more  folly  acquainted  with.'' 

NichoUs  having  established  his  government, 
begins  to  think  of  foreign  alliances.  He  assumes 
the  diplomatist;  is  converted  into  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary ;  makes,  in  behalf  of  his  subjects, 
a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive,  and  a  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 
and  proceeds  to  England  to  obtain  their  ratifica- 
tion. His  ^  bluff  people"  were  left  to  themselves ; 
who  commanded  or  governed  them  is  not  distinct- / 
ly  known,  until  the  unfortunate  Ambrister  and' 
Arbuthnot  succeeded  to  the  government. 

It  is,  however,  sir,  well  known  that  these  des- 
peradoes were  not  inactive ;  that  the  unfortunate 
inhabilanu  of  our  frontiers  felt  the  full  weight 
of  the  vengeance  threatened  by  Nicholls,  and 
that  the  Spanish  officers  looked  with  perfect  com- 
posure at  these  atrocities,  committed  within  their 
own  jurisdiction.  Nay,  more :  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola  endeavors  to  preserve  the  establish- 
ment. In  a  letter  of  the  26th  May,  1816^  in  an- 
swer toonairom  General  Jackson,  complaining  of 
this  nuisance,  the  Governor  pretends  to  deprecate 
the  existence  of  it,  and  to  rqgret  his  want  of  an* 
thority  and  means  to  break  it  up ;  promises  to 
write  for  orders,  but  hopes  that  the  United  Statea» 
will  not  violate  the  neutrality  of  Spain,  by  atv 
tempting  to  suppress  it  themselves.  After  wait- 
ing two  month^  and  no  symptom  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  suppress  the  establishment,  on  the  part  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States  ascended  the  river,  to  break  op  this  nest  of 
outlaws.  After  a  boat's  crew  of  this  vessel  had 
been  murdered,  except  one  who  was  made  pris- 
oner, carried  into  the  fort,  tortured,  and  burnt  to 
deatn,  the  magazine  was  set  on  fire  by  a  shot 
from  the  vessel,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy 
men,  the  choice  troops  of  NiehoUs's  command, 
and  Briuin's  allies,  were  blown  into  the  skies. 

Sir,  if  there  could  remain  a  doubt  whether  the 
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eonamaBdanc  of  8t.  Marks  was  in  league  with 
these  people,  this  doobt  must  be  remored  by  a 
niiass  of  testimoDj  eontalDed  in  the  doeaments 
oti  yoar  table.  The  moment  the  Negro  Indian 
fort  was  destroyed,  St.  Marks  became  the  deposite 
and  storehouse  of  the  savages.  Here  their  coun- 
oils  were  held  ;  here  they  sold  their  bloody  tro« 
phies,  torn  from  our  murdered  citizens,  and  here 
they  received  the  instrnments  and  means  of  fotnre 
nrarders.  Lnengo  was*  the  adviser,  aider,  and 
protector  of  the  savages,  and  the  friend  and  coad- 
jutor of  Arbuthnot.  Witness  the  depravity  of 
this  double-tongued  hypocrite.  Pollc]^  induced 
his  acquiescence !  When  Jackson  arrives,  from 
an  associate  of  the  Indians,  he  becomes  our  friend, 
and  discovers  a  baseness  which  a  brave  man 
would  despise.  '^  May  Qod  preserve  your  Excel- 
lency, is  my  prayer.  I  kiss  your  szceliency's 
hand,  and  am  your  most  faitnful  and  obedient 
servant.'* 

If  St.  Marks  was  used  for  purposes  of  Indian 
hostility,  much  more -so  was  Pensacola.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  there  is  a  mass  of  evidence,  which 
pBOves  most  positively  that,  from  the  Spring  of 
1817  to  the  capture  of  Barancas  by  Jackson,  the 
,  Spaniards  of  that  place  constantly  sold  to  the  In- 
dians arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  purchased 
their  plunder;  that  the  Spanish  Qovemor  pri- 
vately furnished  them  with  arms  and  provisions 
from  the  public  stores,  and  the  Indians  were 
commanded  by  Spanisn  officers,  and  were  actu- 
ally i>rotected  and  aided  in  their  escape  by  the 
Spanish  Qovemor. 

Sir,  is  it  not  demonstrated,  then,  that  the  Span- 
ish officers  and  inhabitants  of  Florida  were  iden- 
tified with  our  enemy ;  and  that  the  posts  of  St. 
Marks  and  Pensacola  were  converted  to  the  use 
of  the  savages  ?  Even  then,  upon  the  strongest 
hypothesis  m  favor  of  these  people  of  Florida, 
ilpon  the  supposition  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
/  Spain  was  concurrent  with  that  of  the  Indians, 
(  and  that  the  Indians  are  independent  in  war,  we 
had  a  right  to  enter  this  territory,  to  meet  and 
conquer  our  enemy,  and  to  take  the  posts  thus 
become  hostile.  0mm 

In  speaking  of  the  case  of  Ambrister  and  Ar- 
buthnot, it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  a  remark 
in  the  report  of  the  Military  Committee.  They 
state  that,  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  these 
men,  the  war  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  at 
an  end ;  and  they  very  appropriately  distinguish 
this  sentence  with  three  notes  of  admiration. 
And,  sir,  it  is  to  me  matter  of  the  profoundest 
astonishment  how  these  gentlemen  discovered 
that  the  war  was  at  an  end.  Do  they  find  it  in 
General  Jackson's,  letters  of  the  20th  and  26th  of 
April  ?  In  these,  altbouffh  he  expresses  the  in- 
tention of  returning  to  Nashville,  he  expressly 
states  the  necessity  of  scouring  the  country  on 
the  west  of  the  Appalachicola.  He  had  not  yet 
crossed  that  river,  and  between  this  and  Pensacola 
there  was  a  distance  of  near  two  hundred  miles, 
with  scarcely  an  inhabitant  except  Indians.  Do 
the  committee  infer  it  from  his  discharging  the 
Georgia  militia  ?  Sir,  there  is  a  better  reason 
why  they  were  discharged-^the  best  reason  in 


the  world--tliey  irere  not  wiitid.  Il  wwAA  be 
marching  them  near  two  hundred  milea  further 
from  their  homes,  making  an  addicionat  nuireb  of 
near  four  hundred  miles,  while  the  Tenneasee 
troops  would  be  about  as  near  home  at  Penaaeob 
as  at  St.  Marks,  fits  foree  waa  strongs  enoagh 
without  them ;  they  would  have  beea  an  actual 
encumbrance,  and  could  have  affioided  him  no 
manner  of  aid,  but  that  of  eating  op  hit  provi- 
sions ;  an  aid,  by  the  bye,  which  at  thmt  time 
General  Jackaon  did  not  need.  £Hv,  if  the  war 
was^  to  all  intents  and  purpoees,  at  an  end,  the 
committee  have  not  gone  far  enough.  Gemml 
Jackson  should  have  been  ekwtgti  with  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  indera.  Svetystep 
which  he  afterwards  todE,  was  in  violaiiMi  of  m 
express  orders,  and  every  death  be  oeeasioned 
was  an  act  of  deliberate  and  malieiooa  murder. 
He  has  wantonly  wasted  the  troojw  and  tieasuie 
of  the  nation,  and  stained  his  hanos  with  innoceat 
blood. 

But  how,  sir,  was  this  war  to  all  iaieafi  and 
purposes  at  an  end  ?  Had  the  enevy  been  emh- 
quered  ?  had  he  suhmrtted^  had  he  offered  terma 
of  peaoe?  Does  not  every  one  knew,  that,  to 
disperse  lodiansj  is  not  to  oonquer  then  ?  Was 
it  not  extremely  probable  that  the  enemy  had 
retired  to  his  covert  and  fortre8M8|  these  to  wait 
for  a  favorable  opportunity  to  isaee  forth  to  re- 
trieve his  disasters,  and  take  ampie  revenge  f  And 
is  it  not  a  fact,  that,  near  a  month  after  thia  wnr 
was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  at  an  end,  Majev 
Young  engaged,  fought  and  defeated  a  kugeimy 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  Escambia,  in  the  neig;hbor- 
hood  of  Pensacola  7  How,  then,  is  it,  that  we 
hear  that  the  war  was  to  all  intents  and  parpoaes 
at  an  end  ? 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  for  argument,  sir,  that  if 
Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot  were  acting  under  or- 
ders or  authority  from  the  British  Government, 
and  Jackson  knew  it,  he  should  have  retained, 
and  treated  them  as  British  prisonera  of  war. 
But,  is  it  fair  to  presume  this?  With  Grent 
Britain  we  were  at  peace;  and  though  NiehoUa 
had  made  a  treaty,  offensive  and  defensive,  with 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
it  ever  was  ratified.  When  NtchoUs  went  to 
England,  with  his  prophet  and  hia  treaty,  the 
American  Minister  there  protested  to  Bari  Ba- 
thnrst  against  the  proceedings  of  this  ineendiaff. 
Earl  Bathurst  disavowed  the  whole  tranaaelieD, 
and  stated  that  the  treaty  would  not  be  latified, 
nor  NichoUs  admitted  to  an  audience.  The  same 
disavowal  was  repeated  by  Lord  Outlereagh,  on 
his  return  from  the  €k>ntinent.  I  regret,  however, 
that  circumstances  exist,  to  authorize  a  suspicioB 
of  the  insincerity  of  the  British  Gevernment 
Although  our  Minister  in  London  pressed  both 
of  the  above  gentlemen  repeatedly,  by  seiml 
official  notes,  yet  he  never  was  able  to  exto\|  a 
disavowal  in  writing.  The  same  caution; it  tt 
understood,  has  been  manifested  by  the  ag«»isof 
His  Msjesty's  Gorernment  here. 

There  are  other  circumstances  which  go  to 
throw  a  mystery  over  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Court  in  regard  to  these  ladiaas.    Papers  were 
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found  witJi  Arixitbiiot,  which  might  tend  to  itt- 
ereasa  the  raspidoa.  Hit  letter  to  Nieholis  of 
the  S6ch  August,  1817,  tDformlDg  him  that  Got- 
ereor  Cimeron  of  New  ProTidence  had  shown 
him  a  Jc«er  from  Bathafst,  stating  that  the  Brit* 
ish  Mioister  at  Washington  had  orders  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  these  lodians-^the  eondaet 
of  Cameron  in  the  afiatr— his  nasigned  ofitwer, 
referred  to  at  the  elose  of  this  letter— and  the  re- 
spectfolaotlee  taken  of  the  prophet  Francis  while 
in  Eagliad ;  all  go  to  create  a  snspicion,  that  the 
hand  of  the  Qorernment  is  in  this  thinsr.  Bat, 
19  the  British  QoTeroment  hare  ^erbcm  disa- 
Towed  all  cooeem  in  the  aibir,  uutelf  Qeneml 
Jackson  conki  not  presnme  anything  in  fhror  of 
these  men,  by  auspeeiing  the  integrity  of  their 
Qorsrnnent. 

The  JQSiiee  of  their  ezecation  cannot,  in  my 
miod,  admit  of  a  donht.    They  were  Tolaifieers 
io  the  serrice  of  a  lawless  tribe  of  sarages.  whose 
mode  of  warAre  is  indiserimloate  raassaore  of  ail 
ages  and  sexes     it  is  right,  it  i^  merciful  to  inflict 
on  these  savages  those  cruelties  whieh  they  prae- 
tise  sad  inonleate.    In  this,  however,  it  is  proper 
to  select  the  most  atrocious  and  Tindietive.    To 
spare  tbe  effoaion  of  the  blood  even  of  saragesj* 
and  to  efieci  that  seeorlty  which  arises  from  em- 
inent eiampiea,  it  is  pradent  and  wise  to  select 
those  men  as  objects  of  retaliation  and  panish- 
meoc,  who  are  the  most  aetire  and  saecessfoi  jn 
preciisiag  and  ioflictiog  croelties.    Who,  then, 
eoold  have  been  selected  as  examples^  with  more 
justice  and  policy,  than  these  two  foreigners,  who 
had  been  taught  in  the  school  of  humanity,  ana 
naderatood  the   distresses  which  "^t^eir  conduct 
would  inflict  1     The  Qeneml  had  a  right  to  ez-« 
ecute  them  without  trial.    This  right'is  an  ex- 
ecntive  right,  and  rests  in  the  commanding  Qeop 
e»i.    A  trial  hy  court  martial,  strictly  speaking, 
in  my  mind,  was  illegal.    As  the  General  had 
power  to  ezecate  them  without  trial,  there  could 
be  no  good  reason  to  try  these  men,  which  woolu 
not  apply  to  the  chiefs  who  were  hung  without 
trial,  except  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  whether 
there  were  in  fact  concerned  in  provoking  and 
prosecntiag  hostilities.    All  that  Jackson  could 
hare  ie|aihr  done,  would  have  been  to  appoint  a 
board  ot  omnn  to  ascertain  this  fact.    AH  the 
Muthoritf  whieh  he  delegated  to  them,  therefore, 
beyond  that,  was  illegal ;  and  it  was  nis  duty  to 
SQool  it.  and  pass  the  judgment  and  sentence 
which  the  lacts  justify.    Tike  most,  then,  that 
can  be  contended,  is,  that  this  was  a  wrong  mode 
of  doing  a  fight  act.    Aod  though  I  am  not  an 
advocate  for  the  principle,  that  the  end  justifies 
tbe  means,  yet,  in  this  case,  I  see  nothing  so  or- 
roneous  in  the  means,  as  to  imoeach  thecharacter 
of  the  end.    The  truth  was  found  by  the  court 
martial,  and  npon  this  it  was  his  duty  to  decide. 
He  did  decide,  and  I  trust  correctly.    I  will  not 
tire  the  patieneeof  this  Committee  by  a  particular 
stacement  of  the  evidence  against  these  men. 
Ambrister  was  taken  in  arms,  and  the  proofs 
against  him  are  abundant,  that  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  provoking  and  prosecuting  this  war : 
and  t^t  he  enforced  the  precept  of  his  master,  | 


Nichtdh,  to  regard  the  aieetibns  aild  intlMthiea 
of  the  Indians.  Arbuthnot  was  not  only  the 
eteitef,  but  upporter  of  the  wa#.  Knowinr  of 
the  treaty  of  Kort  Jackson,  of  9th  Atigost,  1914^ 
he  keeps  up  the  pretence,  that  these  Indian*  Were 
not  bound  by  it,  but  were  relieved  by  the  ^h. 
article  of  the  british  Treaty.  He  Is  the  suceesson 
of  NichoHs.  He  calls  for  succors  from  the  British 
Gbternment.  He  is  the  associate  aad  confidant 
of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks.  He  furnishes 
the  Indians  with  the  weapons  of  destruction. 

Sir,  an  awful  responsibility  rests  upon  this 
House.  Upon  their  decision  rests  the  safety  of 
thousands.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  period  has 
arrived,  when  the  United  States  shall  have  adopt- 
ed a  rule  of  policy,  to  punish  every  foreignef  who 
shall  instigate  the  savages  to  war.  Let  it  from 
henceforth  be  promulgated,  that  no  eitlxen  of  a 
civilized  nation,  who  excites  the  savages  to  war, 
is  to  be  spared.  That,  wherever  he  may  be  found, 
he  is  to  be  deemed  the  enemy  of  mankmd,  and  to 
soiTer  instant  death.  Had  this  rule  been  adopted 
forty  yearsfago,  and  rigidly  observed,  how  many- 
disconsolate  mothers  would  now  be  happy  in  the 
embraces  of  their  children !  How  many  oereaved 
parents,  and  children,  and  husbands,  and  wives, 
would  now  be  surrounded  by  their  respective 
friends,  and  enjoying  the  endearing  charities  of 
domestic  life ! 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  trifling  importance 
for  a  man  to  quit  the  sweets  of  society,  and  to 
become  an  inhabitant  of  the  wilderness,  surrounded 
by  savage  beasts  and  savage  men.  The  priva- 
tions and  dangers  he  is  to  endure^  demand  the 
protection  and  solicitude  of  the  nation.  Gkntie- 
men  in  this  House  can  well  describe  the  dangers 
and  hardships  through  which  the  frontier  settler 
has  to  pass ;  and  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  from 
the  West,  particularly,  if  it  is  not  well  understood, 
and  fully  believed,  that  most  of  the  Indian  wars 
were  instigated  by  foreigners?  I  ask  gentlemen 
to  look  back  awhile,  and  examine  facts.  Let  them 
recollect  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefierson  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, on  this  subject,  in  1798.  Let  them  exam- 
ine the  facts  in  proof  of  foreign  instigation,  which 
occurred  before  and  after  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair, 
and  the  victory  of  Wayne.  I  could  call  to  your 
recollection  the  address  of  Lord  Dorehester^d- 
vising  the  Indians  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  The 
numerous  cases  of  British  traders  urging  and  pro- 
voking hostilities,  and  of  British  subjects  found 
fighting  with,  and  painted  like  Indians.  But 
these  are  familiar  to  gentlemen  who  witnessed 
the  events  of  those  times.  A  mass  of  evidence 
on  this  subject  was  collected  by  a  committee, 
who  made  to  this  House,  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1813.  a  very  able  report,  on  the  subjef  t  of  Indian 
hostilities,  and  their  causes. 

I  will,  however,  read  you  a  paragraph  from  a 
late  document  of  very  high  authority,  and  which 
presents  the  facts  in  a  very  forcible  and  emphatic 
manner,    It  is  thus  expressed : 

«The  underna>ied  Tsry  sincerely  regret  to  be 
obliged  to  say,  that  an  irresistible  mass  of  e^denoe, 
consisting  piinctpally  of  the  correspondence  of  British 
oflken  and  agents,  part  only  of  which  has  slready 
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Britun?  Gkatlenen  are  not  aware  to  what 
extent  this  doetiine  leads.  Under  their  eoD- 
•troctioD,  the  most  ignorant,  besotted  corporal, 
in  yoar  servioe,  if  in  cpmmand,  may  assame  the 
exercise  of  it. 

And  now,  sir,  to  the  necessity  of  the  ease.  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  20th  April,  page  58  of  the  documents,  says 
'*the  war  is  ended  for  the  present."  In  his  letter 
of  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  (the  Tery  day  on 
which  the  order  issaed  for  the  court  martial) 
after  detailing  some  plans  for  seearing  the  con- 

E'ed  couutry,thi8  "  valuable  acqaisition  to  the 
nblic,"  he  says  ^  1  shall  proceed  direct  to  Nash* 
f— my  presence  is  oo  looffer  necessary  in  this 
country.''  Why  was  it  not,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  The 
war  was  at  an  end,  and  no  necessity  existed  for 
retatiation.  If  he  possessed  the  power,  clemency 
became  a  duty.  Colonel  Botlnr,  adjutant  gen- 
eral, in  his  report  to  the  War  Dmirtment,  informs 
us,  that,  on  the  20th  Aittil.  General  Glasscock 
was  ordered  to  march  his  brigade  to  Hartford, 
Georgiaj  and  muster  them  out  of  service.  On  the 
24th, General  Melntosh, commanding  the  friendly 
Indians,  was  ordered  to  Fort  Scott,  to  muster 
them  out  of  service.  How  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
can  these  executions  be  justified  upon  the  plea 
of  necessity?  The  war  was  at  an  end,  to  all 
kitents  and  purposes,  notwithstanding  General 
Jackson  choose  afterwards  to  renew  it  against 
Pensacola  and  the  fortress  Carlos  de  Sarancas. 
I  will  endeavor  to  show  that  Arbothnot  was 

rdonable  in  the  view  he  took  of  Indian  rights, 
rektion  to  the  land  obtained  by  the  Uniteo 
States,  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson ;  as  many, 
less  ignorant  than  he  is  wesumed  to  be,ooaatriiea 
the  0th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  mean 
what  it  expresses— to  oblige  both  parties  *<  to  re- 
•tore  to  such  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  respect- 
ively, all  the  possessions,  tights,  and  privileges, 
which  thev  may  have  enjoyed  er  been  entitled 
to  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven." 
4kt  will  be  recollected  that  the  treat^r  of  Fort  Jack- 
son was  made  in  1814.  Sir,  will  it  not  admit  of 
a  doubt  in  your  mind  whether  the  land  obtained 
under  that  treaty  is  justly  held<2  Particularly 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  treatv  was  noto- 
fiouBly  made  with  the  friendly  ehien  only,  who 
constituted  about  one  third  of  the  nation.  This 
circumstance,  although  not  susceptible  of  proof 
Jit  this  time,  is  strengthened  by  the  face  of  tiie 
treaty  itself.  It  is  there  to  be  found/  that  the  in- 
dividual property  of  the  friendly  chiefs  within 
the  ceded  territory  is  expressly  reserved^  estab- 
lishing most  clearly  that  the  friendly  chiefs  ceded 
to  us  that  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  we  are  bound  to 
restorer 

In  further  extenuation  of  Arbothnot,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  be  was  residing,  as  he  had  a  ri^bt 
to  do,  among  these  peoj^e  $  he  enjoyed  protection 
in  his  person  and  property ;  he  shared  their  hos- 
pitalities and  kindness;  he  was  in  fact  an  Indian. 
He,  no  doubt,  prompted  by  one  of  the  noblest 
principles  of  our  nature,  es|>oused  their  cause—- 
oecame  their  fHend  and  adviser.    He  had  a  right 


to.  do  so.  And  shall  it  be  said,  in  diaHull«Caa 
AmetJcan  Congress,  that  he  who  obeys  Hie  dic- 
tate of  gratitude  to  au:  Indian  deserves  to  die  ?  I 
hope  not. 

1  will  now  pass  on  to  the  evidence  lipon  which 
Arbnthnot  was  conyicted.  In  addition  to  the 
objections  made  in  the  report  io  that  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  I  nMist  be  al- 
lowed to  say.  that  leheuid  be  extremaly  eanuoas, 
at  any  time^  now  I  found  a  man  goiUy  of  the  for- 
fSeiture  of  his  life,  upon  the  teatimoBT  of  ki»  per- 
sonal enemies ;  and  it  will  be  recoliecled  bf  the 
Committee  that  two  of  the  prinopai  4ntoesses 
were  proved  to  be  such  in  the  examination  befof« 
the  court.  The  fact  was  acknowled^  by  one, 
and  a  eorrespondeaoe  with  the  other,  CThftntrf  in 
the  trial,  established  it  as  to  the  other. 

I  will  now  take  a  abort  view  of  Ambristct's 
case.  Some  of  the  .arguments  which  I  hmwe  of- 
fered to  the  Committee,  which  extenuate  Ae  of* 
fences  charged  against  Arbnihnoty  are  appiieafale 
also  to  him.  He  was  living  with  the  Indians- 
enjoying  their  protection  aiui  kindoeas.  He,  too, 
from  that  principle  of  gratitude  inherent  in  man, 
was  called  upon  to  aid  and  succor  them  in  time 
of  distress  and  emergency.  I  will  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  quotation  from  the  law  of  nations, 
under  which  General  Jackson  justifies  the  execu- 
tions; that  is  put  to  rest  by  the  rtputu  Bat  the 
advocates  of  Gleneial  Jackson  again  meet  os  wich 
the  law  of  retaliation.  .  Let  as  suppose,  for  aign- 
ment  sake,  and  for  argment  sake  only,  that  he 
possessed  the  right ;  was  not  that  right  waived 
by  his  submitting  the  case  to  a  court  Tn*Tfial, 
who  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  one  panishmcnt, 
ajid  the  commandiinf  General  inflicted  another 
and  a  greater^^deola  ?  In  doing  so,  he  violated 
every  principle  of  law  and  justice,  in  nay  cfiinion* 
Sren  suppose  that  Amlvister  was  legally  tried, 
and  legally  convicted,  he  cannot  be  fxynsideiea 
legally  punished,  when  the  jpunishment  exceeded. 
far  exceeded  the  sentence  or  the  court.  Sir,  I  &ei 
that  the  detail  of  circumstances  to  which  I  have 
confined  myself,  and  which  must  be  familiar  to 
every  gentlenran  of  the  Committee,  most  be  un- 
intereating;  I  will  leave  the  sebject  lit  belter 
hands  than  mine  to  eoaament  on.    y 

Mr.  JoaiiaoN,  of  Virginia,  said  it  was  with 
sensations  very  diieeent  from  those  which  mn 
pleasurable,  that  he  entered  on  the  iavestigactoA 
of  the  subject  which  claimed  the  attcaiiott  and 
deliberation  of  the  Committee.     To  be  com- 

Eelled,  said  he,  to  investigate  the  ceadnct  of  the 
igh  and  distinguished  <3kcrs  of  the  GoverA- 
ment,  when  warned  and  admonished  by  every 
fact  which  meets  my  eye,  that  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  disapprove  that  conduct,  can  never  be 
to  me  a  pleasurable  duty.  As  an  American  citi- 
zen, as  the  Representative  of  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  the 
pride  and  pleasure  of  my  heart  to  be  enabled  al- 
ways to  prove  the  officers  of  my  Qovernmcat 
right,  ana  to  prove  the  enemies  of  mj  country 
and  the  enemies  of  liberty  wrong.  Beiore  I  pro- 
ceed, sir.  I  must  notice  a  remark  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massaahosetts.  (Mr. 
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HoL>n8.)  I  am  sottf  that  I  do  not  see  the  hon* 
ormble  gefltlemaa  in  his  seat.  [Mr.  Holmes  rose.l 
He  remarked  that  a  malicious  prosecation  bad 
been  commenced  aninst  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  States.  I  do  not  preeiselT  understand 
the  gentleman.  Bf  whom  has  this  malicioas 
prosecution  been  com  menced  ?  [Here  Mr.  Holmes 
rose  mnd  explained.  He  said  the  remark  was  in- 
tended as  a  reply  to  an  obserTation  made  on  yes- 
terday by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Gheorgia, 
j[Mr.  Cobb,)  who  seemed  to  insinuate  that  some 
instruction  giren  to  Gkneral  Jackson  had  been 
suppressed.]  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hold  it  to  be  a 
fnndnmentai  principle,  that  every  oflScer  of  this 
QoYernmeat,  firom  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  is 
responsibie  to  the  people  for  the  manner  in  which 
lie  has  discharsed  the  duties  of  his  office.  It  is 
on  this  princijMe  that  the  Qorernment  depends 
for  its  perpetuity^or  its  capacity  to  secure  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  peace,  prosperity, 
liberty,  mnd  happiness.  Is  there  any  gentleman 
who  hears  me  that  will  question  the  truth  of  this 
political  mnzim  1  Is  there  any  officer,  however 
distingaished  by  station,  or  the  splendor  of  his 
public  serrices,  who  is  unwilling  to  submit  the 
inTestigmtion  of  his  public  acts  to  a  candid,  de- 
liberate, nnd  decorous  iuTestimtion  by  the  Kep- 
reseatatiTes  of  the  people  ?  ff  there  ije  any  such 
officer  I  pronounce  him  a  stranger,  an  alien  to 
the  affections  of  the  people,  and  tbat  it  is  time  to 
get  rid  of  him.  The  moment  that  any  officer  of 
tnis  GoTernment  denies  that  he  is  responsible  for 
the  faithful  and  correct  discharge  of  his  public 
duties,  from  that  moment  he  becomes  dangerous. 
Sir.  I  am  arguing  this  question  on  abstract  prin- 
ciples. I  have  no  reference  to  indiyiduals ;  I 
have  no  feelings  to  gratify.  I  presume  that  a 
bighminded  honorable  man.  so  far  from  evadipg 
an  ioresci^tion  of  his  public  conduct,  the  mo- 
ment he  diseoTcred  the  slightest  shade  of  suspi- 
cion hoTcrtng  over  the  pure,  faithful,  and  legal 
discharge  of  bis  puMtc  duties,  would  court  inves- 
tigation ;  -that  he  would  present  himself  at  the 
bar  of  the  public,  and  demand  an  inrestigation 
of  his  eondnct. 

Sir,  I  will  proceed  to  answer  the  arguments  of 
thejgentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Holmes) 
«-tne  argwnents  submitted  on  this  day,  not  those 
oilhred  on  yesterday.  The  gentleman  took  great 
pains  on  yesterday  to  conduct  us  to  the  line  which 
separates  Florida  from  the  United  States— to 
prove  that  an  American  General,  when  author- 
ized by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  had 
the  twht  to  march  an  American  armr  through 
the  United  States  to  this  line ;  and,  alter  mana- 
ging the  argument  with  great  skill  and  adroit- 
ness, he  tooK  them  orer  the  line,  where  he  left 
us.  Sir,  I  shall  not  waste  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, by  eoatestiuff  principles  about  which  no- 
body entertains  a  doubt,  but  proceed  at  once  to 
Peosaeola  and  combat  doctrines  which  have  been 
boJdiy  advanced,  but  which  have  been  sustained 
neither  by  precedent,  reason,  nor  law. 

Had  General  Jackson  the  right  to  capture  Pen- 
saeola  and  the  Barancas?  Sir,  I  wish  to  treat 
this  question  with  the  most  perfect  candor  and 


fairness.  To  save  the  trouble  of  frequent  refer- 
ences to  books,  I  hare  tranicribed  from  VattePs 
Law  of  Nations  the  strongest  principles  in  favor 
of  the  course  pursued  l^  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  I  have  no  Question  that  there  are  copies 
of  VattePs  Law  of  Nations  in  the  House.  If  any 
gentleman  doubts  the  correctness  of  the  quota- 
tions, I  hope  he  will  compare  the  text  with  the 
original.  It  is  laid  down  by  Vattel,  page  410^ 
that  **  extreme  necessity  may  even  authorize  the 
'  temporary  seizure  of  a  place  (in  a  neutral  coun- 
'  try)  and  the  putting  a  garrison  therein  for  de- 
'  fending  itself  against  an  enemy,  or  preventing 
'  him  in  his  designs  of  seizing  this  place  when 

*  the  sovereign  is  not  able  to  defend  it.  But  when 
'  the  danger  is  over,  it  must  be  immediately  sur- 
'  rendered."  Did  this  necessity  exist  ?  Was  the 
existing  state  of  affairs  such  as  would  have  au- 
thorized a  commander,  possessed  of  plenary  pow- 
er, to  have  captured  Pensacola  and  the  Barancas  1 
In  order  to  ascertain  the  facts  necessary  to  a  corw 
rect  decision  of  this  important  question,  I  beg 
permission  to  refer  the  honorable  Committee  to 
the  correspondence  of  General  Jackson  with  the 
Gbrernor  of  Peosaeola  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 
In  the  letter  of  General  Jackson,  of  the  2d  June, 
1818,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  be  found  the 
following  statement :  ^  The  terms  are  more  tluin 
'  a  conquered  enemy  would  have  merited,  but, 

*  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
'  my  object  obtained,  there  was  no  motire  for 
'  wounding  the  feelings  of  those  whose  military 
'  pride  or  honor  had  prompted  to  the  resistance 
'  made.  The  '  articles,  with  but  one  condition. 
'  amount  to  a  complete  cession  to  the  United 
'  States  of  that  portion  of  the  Fioridas  hitherto 
'  under  the  Government  of  Don  Jose  Massot.' 
'  Though  the  Seminole  Indians  hare  been  scat- 
'  tered,  and,  literally  so,  driren  and  reduced,  and 
'  no  longer  to  be  viewed  as  a  formidable  enemy, 
'  yet,  as  there  are  many  small  marauding  parties, 
'  sup[lo8ed  to  be  concealed  in  the  swamps  of  Par- 

^  dido,Choctawhatchy,  and  Chapouly,  who  migh9 

*  make  occasional  and  sudden  inroads  on  our  fron- 
'  tier  settlers,  massacreing^  women  and  children, 
'  I  have  deemed  it  adrisable  to  call  into  service 

*  for  six  months,  if  not  sooner  discharged,  two 
i  coinpanies  of  volunteer  rangers,  under  Captains 
^  McGirt  and  Boy les,  with  instructions  to  scour 
'  the  country  between  the  Mobile  and  Appala- 
'  chicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile  part^L 
'  who  dare  resist,  and  will  not  surrender,  and  ze- 

*  more  with  their  families,  above  the  Slst  degree 
<  of  latitude."  In  the  letter  of  the  25th  of  May, 
1818,  from  Gkneral  Jackson  to  Don  Jose  Massot, 
commanding  the  Barancas,  will  be  found  the  fol- 
lowing important  statement  of  facts :  "  I  have 
'  only  to  repeat  that  the  Barancas  must  be  occu- 
'  pied  by  an  American  garrison ;  and,  again,  to 
'  tender  you  the  terms  offered,  if  amicably  sur- 
'  rendered.  Resistance  would  be  a  wanton  sac- 
'  rifice  of  blood,  for  which  you  and  your  garrison 
'  will  have  to  atone.  You  cannot  expect  to  de- 
'  fend  yourself  successfully,  and  the  first  shot 
'  from  your  fort  must  draw  down  upon  you  the 
'  vengeance  of  an  irritated  soldiery.    I  am  well 
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'  adTi'sed  of  your  strength,  and  cannot  hot  remark 
'  on  (be  inconsistency  of  presuming  yourself  ca- 

*  pable  of  resisting  an  army  which  has  conqaered 

*  the  Indian  tribes,  too  strong,  agreeabij  to  yonr 
'  own  acknowledgment,  to  be  controlled  bj  yoo." 

Mr.  Chairman,  after  this  statement  of  facts  by 
the  commanding  General,  permit  me  to  inquire 
whether  any  member  of  tins  Committee  can  be- 
lie?e  that  this  extreme  necessity  existed,  which 
would  authorize  a  General,  in  a  neutral  country, 
temporarily  to  seize  a  place  and  put  a  garrison 
therein,  for  defending  himself  against  the  enem^, 
or  preventing  him  in  his  designs  of  seizing  thu 
place.  What,  sirl  after  the  Indian  tribes  had 
been  conquered,  with  whom  was  the  General 
waging  war?  Not  with  Spain.  Not  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  because  these  tribes  he  had  subdued 
and  conquered.  Where,  then,  was  the  necessitr. 
the  urgent  and  extreme  necessity,  which  would 
have  justified  an  absolute  sovereign,  on  whose 
fiat  depended  war  and  peace,  in  thus  forcibly  pos- 
sessing himself  of  these  places  and  posts  in  a 
neutral  country  7 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Houus,)  that  Spain  had 
not  maintained  her  neutral  relations — ^that  she 
had  violated  her  treaty.  And  pray,  sir,  who  con- 
stituted GeneralJackson  the  judge  to  decide  whe- 
ther Spain  had  so  violated  her  treaty,  and  her 
neutral  relations  with  the  United  States,  as  to 
furnish  to  this  Government  Justifiable  causes  of 
war  against  her?  Not  the  I'resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  because  he  has  no  power,  no  authority, 
to  decide  the  question  himself.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  had  too  many  melancholy  evi- 
dences of  the  abuses  of  this  power,  when  confided 
to  a  single  Executive  Magistrate,  ever  to  trust 
their  tranquillity,  repose,  and  happiness,  to  indi- 
vidual discretion  and  prudence.  By  their  Con- 
stitution the^  carefully  and  cautiously  confided 
this  great,  this  important  power  of  decuring  war, 
to  their  Representatives-— to  the  Congress  of  the 
^United  States.  Has  General  Jackson  himself 
justified  the  occupation  of  Pensacola  and  the  Bar- 
ancas  under  that  extreme  necessity,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  nations,  dispenses  with  the 
rights  of  property,  and  justifies  the  temporary 
seizure  of  a  post  in  a  neutral  country  ?  No,  sir ; 
the  General  had  far  different  views  when  he  en- 
tered Pensacola  and  captured  (he  Barancas.  The 
terms  of  capitulation  prove  it;  his  letter,  already 
»  referred  to,  of  the  2d  of  June,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  proves  it.  Permit  me  again  to  refer  to  chat 
letter,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  views  and  the  ob- 

1'ects  of  the  General.  He  certainly  understood 
kis  own  motives — his  principles  of  policy — at 
least  as  well  as  those  who  have  attempted  to  de- 
fend his  conduct.  In  the  letter  of  June  the  2d, 
the  Greneral  remarks :  ^  The  Seminole  war  may 

*  now  be  considered  at  a  close,  tranquillity  again 

*  restored  to  the  southern  frontier  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  as  long  as  a  cordon  of  military  posts 
'  is  maintained  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Amer- 
'  ica  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  either  foreign 
'  or  Indian  hostilities.  Captain  Ghtdsden  is  in- 
'  structed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  necessary  de» 


*  fences  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the  military  ie> 
( connoissaaees  will  permit,  accompanied  with 

*  plans  of  the  existing  works ;  what  additions  or 
'  improvements  are  necessary ;   and   what  new 

*  works  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  erected,  to  give 
'  permanent  security  to  this  important  territorial 
^  addition  to  our  Republic."  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor of  gentlemen  to  say,  with  wnat  view  Pensa- 
cola and  Barancas  were  forcibly  occupied.  Was 
it  to  prevent  the  enemy  (the  Seminole  Indians, 
the  Red  Sticks,  and  the  negro  brigands^  in  his 
design  of  seizing  these  places ;  or  of  enabiiog  the 
General  to  defend  himself  against  the  euemj  ? 
The  Indian  tribes  were  conquered.  The  GcnermI 
himself  exultingly  speaks  of  his  conquest — of  the 
important  territorial  addition  to  oar  Republic—- 
and  points  out  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  fu- 
ture policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  treats  as  visionary  the  idea  of  fortifying 
an  imaginary  line  on  the  31st  degree  of  ktitade, 
in  a  wilderness;  and  proposes  to  maintain  a  cor- 
don of  militury  posts  alon|^  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Was  this  war,  sir  ?  Was  it  war  against  Spain  ? 
It  was  \  it  must  be  considered  as  war.  It  was  the 
application  of  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  conquests  of  towns  and  military  posts  of 
the  Spanish  Government  in  Florida.  Has  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States  the  Coastita- 
tional  authority  to  wage  war  with  the  view  to 
conquest  1  I  must  be  permitted  to  doabt.  I  pre- 
sume it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  either  Gene- 
ral Jackson  or  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  the  Constitutional  right  to  wage  war,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  territorial  additions  to  oar  Re- 
public. The  President  of  the  United  States  has 
furnished  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
opinion  which  he  entertains  on  the  subject  of  his 
powers  to  pUce  the  United  States  in  a  beliif^reat 
attitude  with  foreign  nations.  We  find,  ia  all  the 
orders  from  the  War  Department,  the  moei  cau- 
tious circumspection ;  the  most  apnareat  reluct- 
ance to  authorize  the  march  of  tne  American 
forces  into  Florida;  the  most  positive  iojoactions 
to  respect  the  Spanish  authorities.  This  use  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  conquest — of  making  important  terri- 
torial additions  to  our  Republic^^must  be  viewed 
as  an  act  of  war  against  Spain,  and,  in  that  view, 
must  be  considered  as  an  usurpation  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States— as  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

We  are  informed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Mass..  (Mr.  Holmbs,)  that  the  trial  and  exe* 
cution  of  Arbulhnot  and  Ambristet  is  the  great 
subject  of  dispute.  I  differ  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  ;  I  consider  the  execution  of  these  mis> 
creants,8s  they  have  been  called,  as  but  the  frag- 
ment of  the  great  subject  in  dispute.  It  is  the  usur- 
pation of  power,  the  violation  of  the  Constitation 
of  the  United  States,  the  waging  of  war  against 
a  nation  with  which  we  were  at  peace,  that  I 
consider  as  presentiujpp  the  question  most  inter- 
esting to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  What, 
sir,  was  the  cautious  and  deliberate  course  pursued 
by  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  the  United  Suies, 
at  a  former  period  of  our  history,  on  a  subject 
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which  might  ioTolve  the  ez«rei«e  of  rights  pro- 
perly beloiigtiig  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States?  Jo  the  year  1793/ the  Qoyernmeot  of 
the  United  States  was  engaged  in  an  Indian  war. 
The  British  GtoTemment  had  retained,  contrary 
to  the  Trtety  of  1783,  the  posts  of  Detroit  and 
Mackinac.  The  Gorernor  of  Canada  erected 
a  military  post  forty-five  miles  within  oar  ac- 
knowledged limits,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes. 
From  these  ecTcral  posts  the  Indians  were  reg- 
ularly supplied  with  provisions,  and  the  moni- 
tions of  war.  The  question  whether  our  com- 
mander, General  Wayne,  should  possess  and 
hold— not  the  two  former  posts,  which  were  sol- 
emnly fecogoised  as  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  hut  the  latter,  on  tlie  Miami  of.  the  Lakes, 
which  had  been  tortuously  erected,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  jostice  and  of  law,  was 
by  the  Cabinet  unanimously  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, anless  the  taking  of  this  post  became  indis- 
pensahle  to  Ihe  operations  of  the  army.  General 
Washington  and  Mr»  Jefferson  were  members  of 
the  Cabinet.  I  have  in  my  eye  an  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  from  whom  I  obtained  this 
statement.  He  will  correct  me  if  I  am  inaccurate. 
This,  perhaps,  may  be  considered  as  a  case  of 
extreme  delicacy.  Perhaps  I  should  myself  have 
decided  differently.  It,  however,  shows  with 
what  care  and  circumspection  the  patriou  and 
statesmen  of  former  timea  avoided  the  exercise 
of  doubtful  righte— 4iow  determined  thejr  were 
not  to  usurp  powers  which,  by  the  Constitution, 
had  been  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  We  are  admonished  of  the  delieacy  of 
oar  situation  in  making  this  investigation,  in 
reference  to  our  existing  neffotiations  and  differ- 
ences with  the  Spanish  Government.  Spain, 
poor,  imbecile,  miserable,  and  degraded,  as  she 
Las  been  represented— she  has  nothing  to  do 
with  investijKatioas  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  our  officers.  It  is  not  in 
accordance  with  her  policy,  nor  in  aoquieaeence 
to  her  views  or  demands  that  this  inquiry  is 
made.  Spoilt  has  given  to  us  the  most  abundant 
and  justifiable  causes  of  war.  For  one.  when- 
ever the  question  of  war  with  Spain  snail  be 
constitutionally  submitted  to  me,  1  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  act  efficiently  on  the  8ubjec^  But,  sir, 
what  has  been  the  situation  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  7  At  the  very  moment  that 
a  negotiation  was  ffoing  on  at  this  place,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
with  Don  Onis,  General  Jackson,  at  Che  head  of 
an  American  army,  was  forcibly  possessinff  him- 
self of  the  country,  capturing  St  Marxs  and 
Pensacola,  entering,  at  the  heaa  of  his  victorious 
and  conquering  army,  the  Barancas;  making 
the  *^  important  territorial  addition  to  our  Re- 
public." I  ask  if  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
commanding  Qeneral,  in  violation  of  his  orders, 
was  not  calcolated  to  produce  some  embarrass- 
ment to  the  President  of  the  United  States  1  If 
it  was  not  eaiculated  to  produce  some  slight  effect 
in  the  pending  negotiation  1  And  how.  sir,  is 
this  violatlon-^this  prostration  of  the  Spanish 
authorities  in  Florida,  justified  9    By  that  ex- 


treme necessity  laid  down  by  Vattel— by  the 
writers  on  national  law  1  No,  sir,  it  is  justified 
by  the  same  principles,  the  same  reasoning  resort- 
ed to  by  the  British  Government  to  justify  the 
capture  of  the  Danish  fleet.  The  British  Govern- 
ment proclaimed  to  the  world,  that  it  was  not 
from  hostility  to  Denmark,  but  merely  to  prevent 
the  fleet  from  falling  into  the  hands  or  Bonaparte, 
of  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  that  she  had  taken 
possession  of  this  fleet  It  was  with  the  view  to 
secure  America,  by  establishing  and  maintaining 
a  cordon  of  military  posts,  along  the  Gulf  m 
Mexico,  from  foreign  or  Indian  hostilities,  to 
make  an  **  important  territorial  addition  to  our 
Republic,"  that  General  Jackson  made  his  eon- 
quests  in  Florida.  The  capture  of  St.  Marks  is 
as  unjustifiable  as  the  conquest  already  referred 
to.  The  commandant  of  that  post  made  every 
submission,  tendered  everything  which  it  was  in 
his  power  to  ofier,  short  of  committing  treason 
against  his  Government.  To  General  Jackson 
he  gave  a  solemn  pledge  that  he  would  avail 
himself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  obtain  per- 
mission from  the  competent  authority  to  surren- 
der the  post;  in  the  mean  time,  he  proposed  to 
the  General  to  station  a  corps  of  his  troops  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  post^  to  oo-opemte,  if  neces- 
sary, in  its  defence  against  the  Indians  and  ne- 
groes. This  proposition  was  spurned.  St.  Marks 
furnished  a  convenient  depot.  Another  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations  has  been  relied  on  to  furnish 
the  apology  or  justification  for  these  conquests. 
Vattel,  pace  413,  speaking  of  neutral  nations  lays 
it  down  that  they  are  "not  to  afford  retreat  to 
troops,  that  they  may  again  attack  their  enemies." 
This  doctrine  ceruialy  does  not  tpplv  to  a  fiyiog, 
scattered,  broken,  beaten  enemy — nying  from 
death  and  destruction,  but,  to  an  enemy  retreat- 
ing with  the  view  to  recommence  the  attack. 
Let  gentlemen  beware  that  they  do  not  push  this 
doctrine  too  far.  How  many  unfortunate  French* 
men  have  been  compelled  to  fiy  from  the  certain 
destruction  which  awaited  them  in  Europe,  and 
to  seek  an  asylum  on  our  peaceful  shores,  under 
our  mild,  free,  and  happy  term  of  Government  7 
Would  the  allies  have  the  right  to  pursue  them 
here,  and,  on  refusal  to  surrender  them^  to  make 
war  upon  us  ?    I  should  humbly  conceive  not. 

I  proceed  to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  the 
course  pursued  on  the  trial  and  execution  of  Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambrister.  It  is  laid  down  by  Vaitd, 
p.  416:  **  An  enemy  not  to  be  killed  after  oeasiug 
'  to  resist.''  In  the  same  page:  ^A  particular  case 
<  excepted.  Yet,  as  a  prince  or  his  general  has 
^  a  right  of  sacrificing  the  life  of  his  enemies  to 
'  his  safety,  and  that  of  his  men,  if  he  is  engaged 

*  with  an  inhuman  enemy,  who  frequentljr  com- 

*  mits  enormities,  he  appears  to  have  a  right  of 

*  refusing  life  to  some  of  the  prisoners  he  may 

*  take,  and  of  treating  them  as  his  were  treated ; 

*  but  Bcipio's  generosity  is  rather  to  be  imitated.'' 
Did  Arbothaot  and  Ambrister  come  within  the 
particular  exception  t  I  beg  attention  to  the  care- 
liil  and  particular  manner  in  which  this  distin- 
guished writer  lays  down  this  important  princi- 
ple.   The  prince,  for  his  own  safety,  appears  to 
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hsTe  the  right  to  take  the  life  of  his  priMmer. 
The  genenJ,  for  his  own  safety,  and  that  of  his 
men,  appears  to  hare  the  right  to  take  the  life  of 
his  prisoner.    This  humane  anthor  seems  dis- 
posed to  gnard  this  daogerons  pcineiple  as  efiee* 
toally  as  possible.    It  preieau  two  distinct  prop- 
ositioos.    The  general,  when  in  the  field,  at  a 
distance  from  hu  Qoverament,  when  his  safety 
and  that  of  his  men  require  it,  ajipears  (in  the 
words  of  the  anthor)  to  have  the  neht  to  take  the 
life  of  his  misoner.    To  justify  the  general  in 
exerebing  this  high  and  important  power  of  de- 
nying to  an  unfortonate  captire  life,  the  safety  of 
the  i^neral  and  his  men  must  really' reqaire  the 
sacrifiee.    I  can  scarcely  believe  that  it  srill  be 
pretended  that  the  safety  of  the  Qeneral  or  his 
men  required  the  execution  of  these  prisoners. 
Did  then  the  safety  of  the  Prinoe  (that  is.  in 
this  country,  the  people)  require  the  execution 
of  the»e  men?    Was  it  necessary  to  offer  them 
up  on  the  altar  of  public  safety-^to  hold  them  up 
as  a  terrible  example  to  future  insticators  and 
abettors  of  Indian  wars?    If  so.  their  late  should 
hate  been  referred  to  the  people ;  that  is,  to  their 
lepresentatiTes-^to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Sutes.    The  commanding  (S^neral  had  no  right, 
BO  authority,  to  decide  the  question  whether  the 
safety  of  thej>eople  required  the  sacrifice  of  these 
captives.    We  are  told— -and  very  seriously  told 
«— that  this  execution  of  prisoners  may  be  justi- 
fied on  the  principles  of  retaliation.    What^  retal- 
iate the  cruelties  and  shocking  barbarities  of 
samges !    Not  precisely  that  sort  of  retaliation. 
Yon  execute  inaiTiduals,  not  under  the  authority 
of  the  law  of  nations,  during  the  continuance  of 
war,  baring  given  notice  to  the  enemy  of  the 
particular  Acts  of  inhumanity  which  you  mean 
to  retaliate;  not  for  the  purpose  of  punishing, 
through  these  individuals,  the  nation  with  which 
they  are  identified  and  fighting,  but  to  punish 
them,  as  individuals,  for  their  orimefr— the  crimes 
of  aiding  and  abetting  and  instigatiag  Indian 
tribes  to  war  upon  us ;  not  as  an  example  to  op- 
erate on  nations,  but  on  individuals.    And  we  are 
seriously  aad  gravely  informed,  by  honorable 
gentlemen,  that  an  American  Qeneral  has  author- 
ity to  execute  individuals  for  individual  offences, 
as  a  warning  to  other  individuals,  without  the 
form  of  trial,  and  even  contrary  to  the  sentence 
of  the  court,  detailed  by  the  Qeneral  himself,  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  the  offenders.    It  is  a  doc- 
trine unsupported  by  precedent  and  law,  and  is 
ahocking  to  the  principles  of  humanity.    It  may 
be  said,  as  it  was  remarked  the  other  dav  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia^  (Mr.  NaLaoN,)  that 
this  is  a  sympathy  for  miscreants-<-a  sympathy 
resoltinf^  from  morbid  sensibility— a  svmpathy 
for  British  subjects.    It  is  not  so,  Mr.  Chairman. 
I  have  no  sympathy  for  British  subjects.    When 
I  look  at  yon  ruin,  (pointing  to  the  Capitol ;) 
when  I  recollect  the  massacre  at  the  river  Raisin, 
Frenchtown,  and  many  other  places  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  late  war,  I  recognise  in  the 
late  British  forces  an  enemy  not  less  cruel  and 
savage  than  the  Seminole  Indians— the  outlawed 
Red  Sticks.    Acts  of  wanton  and  shocking  cru- 


elty ooenr  to  bm,  at  whieh  any  aonl  attkcaa,  tad 
which  I  should  have  rejoiced  to  aae  retaliated  ea 
the  most  distinguished  officer  in  the  British  army. 
What  has  been  the  opinion,  as  4clibesalely  ex- 
pressed by  this  Qoverament,  on  the  oobjeet  of 
retaliation  ?    Did  the  highest  oflieer  ia  this  Qev- 
emment,  during  the  late  war-Hlie  CoauoaaBder-ia- 
Chief  of  your  Army—- the  PiesideBt  of  the  United 
States— consider  himself  Tested  with  .authority 
to  retaliate  the  acts  of  erueltv  perpetsmied  by  the 
eoemy,  or  those  threateaed  i    The  msawer  vriU 
be  furnished  by  referring  to  the  act  of  Goog^rcss, 
passed  during  that  war,  for  the  cspnes  purpose 
of  auihorixiog  the  Prestdeat  to  retaliate.    Wimt 
has  been,  since  the  period  of  oor  iniependencr, 
the  uniforpi  and  unvarying  policy  pursoed  by  tkis 
Government  towards  the  Indian  tribes?    Has  it 
been  a  policy  tempered  by  mercy,  brightened  by 
generority,  and   ameliorated    bf   Christianity? 
Have  we  been  constantly  ennged  in  the  humane 
work  of  civilixing  them-*K>f  sending  enussaries 
among  them  to  preach  the  gospel— to  distribate 
the  copies  of  the  Bible  collected  by  different 
societies  1    U  this  polic  y  to  be  snddenly  changed, 
under  the  auspices  of  General  Jacksonl    Shall 
we,  at  the  close  of  a  war  of  extenniimtion,  go 
through  the  ceremony  of  appoiaciBg  comnuttees 
to  meet  members  from  the  Ekiciety  of  Friondsylo 
devise  the  menus  of  civilizing  this  UBfertuaaic. 
misguided,  and  deluded  race  of  beings?    Suek 
committees  have  been  appointed  during  the  pres- 
ent session.    I  have  seen  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  giving  their  willing  attendmnee. 
But  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  were  Chriauan 
savages ;  thev  were  worse  thaa  the  Indiaas  ;  they 
were  the  exciters  and  instigators  of  the  w»r ;  thejr 
deserved  death.    In  a  moral  point  of  view,  1  adni 
that  the  instigator  to  acts  or  wickudBeas,  and  sf 
dark,  malignant,  and  criminal  chameter.  is  wwse 
than  the  aotor.    The  question  recuri,  Had  the 
Qeaeral,  on  his  own  authority,  without  er^  smd 
acainst  the  sentence  of  the  court,  the  ngbt  to 
take  the  life  of  his  prisoner— «  prisoner  com- 
pletely in  his  power— from  whose  hands  the 
weapons  of  death— the  tomahawk  and  ihe  aonlp- 
ing  knife— had  been  strieken  ?    Were  these  men, 
according  to  any  known  principle  of  the  hiw  of 
nations,  subject  to  any  other  or  diftrest  treat- 
ment than  the  subjeeu  or  citixens  of  the  nation 
with  which  they  had  identified  theaselres,  nsd 
by  whose  sides  they  were  fighting?  Most  eer- 
uinly  not.    The  gentleman  from  Msaachtisetts 

2]r.  HoiiMBa)  has  made  a  strong  sypeal  to  tnar 
lings.  He  has  painted,  in  gloving  colors,  the 
murderi  and  cruelties  which  have  been  perpe- 
trated on  our  innocent  and  unoffending  citizens, 
on  our  Southern  frontier.  No  man  can  listen  to 
the  descriptions  of  the  murders  perpetrated  on 
infantine  weakness — on  innocent  and  unprotected 
females — without  feeling  his  blood  curdle,  and 
return  with  chilling  horror  to  his  heart.  May 
not  the  honorable  gentleman  be  mistaken  in  the 
effects  produced  by  his  picture  7 

**  Affection  bound  it  to  his  heart ; 
Ambition  tore  the  links  apart." 
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Why  tlus  filbrt  to  excHo.  oor  compMiioB  ? 
^by  this  apj^eal  to  our  feetiagsl  Would  any 
oDorable^  higbmiaded  <aaa— *wlio  felt  hiiDBClf 
istiied-^who  had  the  law  oo  one  haod^  and  jqb- 
ee  00  the  other,  stoop  to  solicit  your  pity  ?  ItiOf 
r,  pity  is  too  nearly  allied  to  another  passion  to 
i  giatefal  to  the  gallant  and  the  highminded. 
Then  gentlemen  point  me  to  the  bleemng  scalps 
my  cQuatrymen— their  mangled  and  still 
eediog  woands — and  talk  to  me  abont  the  law 
'  retafiatioii.  and  represent  it  as  mercy  to  resort 
»  it;  I  tell  them  they  are  mistaken ;  that  they 
)|>Bal  to  stronger  feelings;  that  it  iii  rerenge, 
bich  they  hare  mistaken  for  what  they  term 
imaoe  sod  merciful  retaliation.  Permit  me  to 
file  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  that 
gbly  fiaished  specimen  of  diplomacy,  which 
18  called  ibrih  so  many  eulogiiims,  and  so  justly, 
»o,fram  the  editors  of  newspapers-^Seeretarv 
.dams's  letter  to  our  Minister  at  Madrid ;  which 
IS  beeo  published  loof  since  the  eommence- 
eot  of  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  if  my 
emory  does  not  deceiTe  me,  about  the  28th  of 
ovember.  Does  that  letter  amount  to  a  com* 
iete  justification  of  the  whole  course  pursued  by 
feaeral  Jaekaon  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Ifainst  tbe  Seminole  Indjuinsl  I  will  not  at- 
mpt  to  drew  the  conclusion ;  becanse  this  hon- 
-able  Committe  e  is  infinitely  more  capable  of 
Tiriog  at  a  correct  conclusion  (ban  I  am.  But, 
r,  there  u  one  part  of  that  letur  wbicii  excites 
J  most  serious  attention.  It  is  the  threat  con- 
loed  in  that  letter,  that,  unless  the  Spanish 
QTemment  mai Ataina  mote  completely  her  nen- 
ai  relations,  and  observes  with  netter  faiih  ber 
eaty,  that  those  posu  in  Florida  will  bejeetakea 
id  held ;  that  they  will  not  again  be  sarren- 
»ed.  The  leucr  is  published  for  the  benefit  of 
le  people  of  ihc  United  Stales*  The  dcolaia- 
)Q  or  threat  is  not  that  this  Qof (ernoMat  will 
lelare  war  against  S^in,  aid  seise  upon  these 
Kts  by  way  of  indemnity,  but  that  they  will  be 
taken  and  held.  The  Jbonomble  Secretary  has 
>t  consulted  Congress  on  tlie  sabjeet.  The  act 
to  be  petformed  upon  his  own  rcapoosibilityx 
'  vpoa  the  responsibility  of  the  fiiecntire 
anch  of  the  QoTernment.  I  pftss  on  to  the 
irreapondence  between  jQeneral  Jackson  and  the 
orernor  of  Qeorgia.  This  correspondence  pce- 
ats  to  my  mind  a  most  melancholy  piotore. 
Q  the  7ih  of  May,  1818^  Oeneral  Jacfcsoaad- 
essed  a  letter  to  Qo?einor  Rabun,  in  which 
ill  be  found  the  singular  aad  bold  dsclaration, 
at  ** You,  sir,  as  Qof ernor  of  a  State,  hare  no 
;ht  to  give  a  military  order  while  I  am  in  the 
!ld."  uiaTe  the  State  authorities  thus  early 
rindled  into  insignificance  ?  I  recoUeet,  when 
e  first  went  into  Commiuee  of  the  whole 
onse,  on  the  tul^ect  now  before  us,  some  diffi* 
Ity  aroae  as  to  the  proper  mode  ef  bringing 
to  fail  and  free  discuasion  all  the  questions  con- 
cted  with  the  Seminole  war.  An  honorable 
imber  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  oflered  a 
olution  of  thanks  to  General  Jackson,  br  way 
substitute  for  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
liury  Committee.    I  would  ask  whether  it  be 


rv-districti^  composed  of  two  or  more  States, 
d  the  placing  of  these  diTisions  under  the  com- 


lor  the  ueatment  of  the  Gtoveittor  of  Georgia 
that  this  honorable  member  proposes  to  obtain 
from  this  House  a  vote  of  thanks?  Have  we 
arrived  at  that  sinffalar  period  of  our  historj 
when  the  diviaioa  of  the  United  States  into  mill* 
tar 
an 

mand  of  Major  Generals  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  t^ieo  facto  repeals  the  constitu- 
tutions  of  the  several  States  and  their  laws: 
That  the  moment  the  Major  General  takes  the 
field,  even  in  a  war  aaainst  Indians  and  Negro 
brigands,  the  lips  of  the  several  Governors,  and 
the  people  of  the  States  composing  the  division, 
are  to  be  scaled,  and  all  their  oowers,  even  of  self- 
defence,  to  be  suspended  ?  If  so.  for  one,  I  am 
disposea  to  get  rid  immediately  oi  your  standing 
Army.  Sir,  the  doctrine  is  fraught  with  the 
most  dangerous  consequences. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  (I  fear,  in  a  dis- 
jointed manner,)  presented  to  the  Committee. my 
views  on  the  interesting  questions  under  consid- 
eration. I  have  attempted,  by  fair  and  dispas- 
sionate argument,  to  prove  the  propriety  and  the 
policy  of  adopting  the  several  resolutions  on 
your  table.  How  far  I  have  succeeded  will  be 
for  the  Committee  to  decide.  When  the  public 
feeling  shall  be  sobered  by  the  passing  wings  of 
time  9  when  the  calm,  slow  ivy  snail  have  leisure 
to  wreathe  the  soft  green  of  its  melancholy  over 
the  tombs  of  the  present  actors  on  the  busy  thea- 
tre of  public  life,  these  acts,  these  precedents,, 
will,  by  posterity,  be  regarded  in  a  lignt  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  which  we  view  them.  That 
the  calamities  likely  to  flow  from  these  bold  in- 
yaaioos  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  coon* 
try  may  be  averted  from  future  generations,  I 
most  fervently  pray  to  Qod. 

Mr.  Habbisqn  entered  into  some  eiplanatuMia 
touching  the  proceedings  of  General  Wayne,  in 
the  war  of  1792.  against  the  Northwestern  In- 
dians, which  had  been  referred  to  in  debate. 

The  Committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CutT.   * 
(who  intimated  his  wish  to  express  his  views  or 
the  suh}ect,)  rose,  and  reported  progress. 


WaoitiaDAT,  January  90. 

Mr.  Babsbtt  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
Uble : 

JUaoked,  That  the  rules  for  the  sdmisnon  ef  per- 
sons within  the  hall  of  this  House  be  suspended  da- 
ring Uie  present  debate,  so  that  the  Speaker  may 
admit  wiudn  the  hall  others  than  those  included 
within  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  allowing 
further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating 
of  mUiury  land  warrants,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  SPEAua  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  debts,  credits,  and  funds  of 
the  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  not 
returned  in  the  statement  laid  before  this  House 
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on  the  14Ch  instant;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  8EMIN0LE  WAR. 

The  House  again  resoWed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Sir.  Pitkin  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  report  of  the 
ilitary  Committee,  disapproving  the  trial  and 
execution  of  Arbnthnot  and  Ambrister,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  rose.  In  rising^  to  ad- 
dress you,  sir,  said  he,  on  the  Tery  interestmg  sub* 
ject  which  now  engages  the  attention  of  Congress, 
I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  all  inferences,  drawn 
from  the  course  which  it  will  be  mj  painful  duty 
to  take  in  this  discussion,  of  unrriendliness  to 
either  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country,  or  to 
the  illustrious  military  chieftain,  whose  opera- 
tions are  under  inrestigation,  will  be  wholly  un- 
founded. Towards  that  distinguished  Captain, 
who  has  shed  so  much  glory  on  our  country, 
whose  renown  constitutes  so  great  a  portion  of  its 
moral  property,  I  never  had,  I  never  can  have, 
any  other  feelings  than  those  of  the  most  profound 
respect,  and  of  the  utmost  kindness.  With  him 
my  acquaintance  is  very  limited,  but,  so  far  as  it 
has  extended,  it  has  been  of  the  most  amicable 
kind.  I  know,  said  Mr.  C,  the  motives  which 
have  been,  and  which  will  again  be,  attributed  to 
me,  in  regard  to  the  other  exalted  personage  allu- 
ded to.  They  have  been,  and  will  be,  unfotlnded. 
I  have  no  interest,  other  than  that  of  seeing  the 
concerns  of  mv  country  well  and  happily  admin- 
istered. It  is  infinitely  more  gratifyinj^  to  behold 
the  prosperity  of  my  country  advancmg,  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  measures  adopted  to  promote  it, 
than  it  would  be  to  expose  the  errors  which  may 
be  committed,  if  there  be  any,  in  the  conduct  of 
its  afiairs.  Mr.  C.  said,  little  as  had  been  his 
experience  in  public  life,  it  had  been  sufficient 
to  teach  him,  that  the  most  humble  station  is 
surrounded  bv  difficulties  and  embarrassments. 
Rather  than  throw  obstructions  in  the  way  of  the 
PresidenL  he  would  precede  him,  and  pick  out 
those,  if  he  could,  which  might  jostle  him  in  his 
progress — he  would  sympathize  with  him  in  his 
embarrassments,  and  commiserate  with  him  in 
his  misfortunes.  It  was  true,  that  it  had  been 
his  mortification  to  differ  with  that  (gentleman  on 
several  occasions.  He  might  be  again  reluctantlv 
compelled  to  differ  with  him;  out  he  would, 
with  the  utmost  sincerity,  assure  the  Committee, 
that  he  bad  formed  no  resolution,  come  under  no 
engagements,  and  that  he  never  would  form  any 
resolution,  or  contract  any  engagement,  for  sys- 
tematic opposition  to  his  Administration,  or  to 
that  of  any  other  Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  further  to  premise,  that 
the  subject  under  consideration  presented  two 
distinct  aspects,  susceptible,  in  his  judgment,  of 
the  most  clear  and  precise  aiscrimination.  The 
one  he  would  call  its  foreign,  the  other  its  domes- 
tic, aspect.  In  regard  to  the  first,  he  would  say, 
that  he  approved  entirely  of  the  conduct  of  his 
(Government,  and  that  Spain  had  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint.   Having  violatea  an  important  stipulation 


of  the  treaty  of  1795,  that  Power  had  juAy  mb- 
jected  herself  to  all  the  consequences  which  ea- 
sued  upon  the  entry  into  her  dominions,  sod  it 
belonged  not  to  her  to  complain  of  those  measoici 
which  resulted  from  her  breach  of  contract;  still 
less  bad  she  a  rtffht  to  examine  into  the  .consider 
atiotts  connected  with  the  domestic  aspect  o(  the 
subiect. 

What  were  the  propositions  before  the  Com- 
mittee ?  The  first  in  order  was  that  reported  hy 
the  Military  Committee,  which  asserts  the  diap- 
probation  of  this  House  of  the  proceedings  ia  ise 
trial  and  execution  of  Arbnthnot  and  Ambrister. 
The  secpnd,  being  the  first  coniaiaed  in  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  was  the  consequence  of  that 
disapprobation,  and  contemplates  the  paaage  o( 
a  law  to  prohibit  the  execution  hereafter  of  say 
captive,  taken  by  the  army,  without  the  approbs- 
tion  of  the  President.  The  third  proposition  wii, 
that  the  House  disapproves  of  the  forcible  seizure 
of  the  Spanish  posts,  as  contrary  to  orden^  and  is 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  The  fooriii  propo« 
sitioo,  as  the  result  of  the  last,  i&  that  a  law  ihonld 
pass  to  prohibit  the  march  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  corps  of  it,  into  any  foreifa 
territory,  without  the  jirevious  autkorixatioa  of 
Congress,  except  it  be  in  fresh  pursuit  of  t  d^ 
featra  enemy.  The  first  and  third  were  geoenl 
propositions,  declaring  the  sense  of  the  Hoose  ia 
regard  to  the  evils  pointed  oat ;  and  the  moid 
and  fourth  proposed  the  Legislative  remedia 
against  the  recurrence  of  those  evils. 

It  would  be  at  once  perceived,  Mr.  C.  said,  hf 
this  simple  statement  or  the  propositions,  that  as 
other  censure  was  proposed  against  Gkneral  Jack* 
son  himself,  than  what  was  merely  eonsequeatial 
His  name  even  did  not  appear  in  any  one  of  tbe 
resolutions.  The  Legislature  of  the  coontrf,  ia 
reviewing  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  conaiderisg 
the  events  which  have  transpired  since  its  lait 
meeting,  finds  that  jwrticular  occurrences,  of  the 
greatest  moment,  in  many  respects,  had  tikea 
place  near  our  Southern  border.  He  woold  add^ 
that  the  House  had  not  sought,  by  any  officioos 
Interference  with  the  duties  of  the  BxecQiive,  to 

Sain  jurisdiction  over  this  matter.  The  Presi- 
ent,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  sessjoa^ 
communicated  the  very  information  on  which  ii 
is  proposed  to  act.  He  would  ask,  for  what  pur- 
pose 1  That  we  should  fold  our  arm^  sod  yield 
a  tacit  acquiescence,  even  if  we  supposed  that  in- 
formation disclosed  alarming  eveati^  not  merely 
as  it  regards  the  peace  of  the  cooatiy,  but  in  re- 
spect to  iu  constitution  and  chaiaeterl  Impos- 
sible. In  communicating  thtte  papen,  and  rst* 
untarily  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  tke 
subject,  the  President  must  himself  have  inteoded 
that  we  should  apply  any  remedy  that  we  mi^t 
be  able  to  devise.  Having  the  subject  thus  rcf* 
ularly  and  fairly  before  us,  and  proposing  merefr 
to  collect  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  certuQ 
important  transactions  which  it  discloses,  with 
the  view  to  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  may  be 
demanded  by  the  public  interest,  he  repeated,  thai 
there  was  no  censure  anywhere,  except  such  ai 
was  strictly  consequential  upon  oiu  i^isiaure  ac 
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ion.  The  soppotition  of  eTerjr  new  Uw.  htriog 
or  its  objf et  to  preTent  the  recorrence  or  evil,  is, 
htt  someihiof  has  litppened  which  oaj^ht  not  to 
•re  ttireo  place,  aod  do  other  than  this  indirect 
ort  of  eeosare  woald  flow  from  the  resolutions 
efore  the  Committee. 

Htriog  thus  giren  his  view  of  the  natare  and 
iharaeter  of  the  propositions  onder  consideration, 
tir.  C.  said  he  was  far  from  intimating,  that  it 
ras  not  bis  purpose  to  go  into  a  foil,  a  free,  and 
t  tboroogh  ioTestigation  of  the  facts  and  of  the 
ffineipies  of  law,  pnhlie,  monieipal,  and  Consti* 
utiooal,  iDYol?ed  in  them.  And,  whilst  he  trusted 
le  fhoald  speak  with  the  decorum  due  to  the  die* 
jognished  otBcera  of  the  Gtovemment,  whose  pro- 
ceedings were  to  he  examined,  be  should  exercise 
he  indepeadeace  which  belonged  to  him  as  a  rep* 
esentatire  of  the  people,  in  freely  and  fully  sub- 
aittiog  his  sentiments. 

In  nodeing  the  painful  ineidenu  of  this  war, 
it  Wis  impossible  not  to  inquire  into  its  origin. 
}e  feared  that  would  be  found  to  be  the  famous 
vetty  of  Fort  Jaeksan,  concluded  in  August,  1814 ; 
ind  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Chairman 
hat  the  Clerk  misbt  read  certain  parts  of  that 
testy.  [The  Clerk  of  the  House  having  aecord- 
agly  read  as  requested,  Mr.  C.  proceeded.*]    He 

*  The  psMsges  read  br  the  Clerk  were  as  follows : 
"  Wherass  sn  unproTOiiedy  inhnmsn,  and  sanguinary 
far,  waged  by  the  hoctile  Creeks  ssrainst  tfie  United 
^tM,  hath  been  repelled,  proseentec^iind  determined, 
iscoeaiiiiUy  on  the  part  of  the  said  States,  fai  eonfiNn- 
tj  wiib  priadplee  of  nstwnal  justice  end  honorable 
var&re;  sad  whereas  eonsideratioa  is  due  to  the  leo- 
itade  of  proeasdiBg  dictated  by  instructions  relating 
0  the  i6*«atshliahment  of  peace ;  be  it  remembered, 
hst,  prior  to  the  craqnest  of  that  part  of  the  Creek 
lation,  hoitils  to  the  United  Sutes,  namberlees  sg- 
Tierions  had  been  eommitted  against  the  peace,  the 
iNperty,  snd  the  livee,  of  dtiiens  of  the  United  States 
isd  thoso  of  the  Creek  nation  in  amity  with  her, 
i  the  month  of  Dock  river,  Fort  Mimms,  and  else- 
vhcte,  contrtiy  to  national  faith,  and  the  regard  dne 

0  an  aitido  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  New  York  in 
be  yaar  1790,  between  the  two  nations ;  that  the 
United  States,  pievioue  to  the  perpetration  of  such 
atrages,  did,  m  order  to  insure  flitnre  aai^  and  con* 
«d  between  the  Creek  nation  and  the  sud  States,  in 
^^iBbimitf  with  tiie  stipulations  of  fmner  treaties, 
olfi)  with  panetnaltty  and  good  fiuth,  her  engagements 
^ths asidnatbn ;  that  more  than  two>thirds of  the 
rhole  naaiber  of  ehiefii  and  wairioni  of  the  Creek  na^ 
^diaregsrdmg  the  genuine  spirit  of  ezisthsg  trsaties, 
^^  theamlfes  to  be  ine^i^ed  to  violationa  of 
letr  AsUonel  honor,  snd  the  respect  dne  to  a  part  of 
keir  own  nation,  ftithfal  to  the  United  States,  and 
le  prmciplssof  humanity  by  impoetors  denominating 
'""^■!^  pveehela,  and  by  the  dimiicity  and  mierep- 
■entation  of  Mgii  emimariee,  whose  governments 
te  at  war,  open  or  andertftood,  with  the  United  States. 

Art  S.  The  Uaited  States  will  guarantee  to  the 
reek  nation  the  intogri^  of  all  their  territory  east- 
"^7  end  northwardly  of  the  said  tine,  [described  in 
N  fint  artide]  tobe  mn  and  described  as  mentioned 

1  the  first  artide. 

Art.  3.  The  United  States  demand  that  the  Creek 
itarn  abandon  aO  communication,  and  cease  to  hold 


had  uever  perused  this  instrument  until  within  a 
few  days  nast.  and  he  had  read  it  with  the  deep- 
est mortincation  and  regret.  A  more  dictatorial 
spirit  he  had  never  seen  displayed  in  any  instm« 
ment.  He  would  challenge  an  examination  of 
all  the  records  of  diplomacy,  not  excepiting  even 
those  in  the  most  hangbty  period  of  imperious 
Rome^  when  she  was  carrying  her  arms  into  the 
barbarwn  nations  that  surrounded  her;  and  be 
did  not  believe  a  solitary  instance  could  be  found 
of  such  an  inexorable  spirit  of  domination  per- 
vading a  comiMct  purportrag  to  be  a  treaty  of 
fMoee.  It  consisted  of  the  most  severe  and  hu- 
miliating demands — of  the  surrender  of  large  ter- 
ritory—of the  privilege  of  making  roads  through 
even  what  was  retained—of  the  right  of  establish- 
ing trading*hottse8--of  the  obligation  of  deliver- 
ing into  our  hands  their  prophets.  And  all  this, 
ofa  wretched  people,  redocad  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity of  distress,  whose  miserable  existence  we  had 
to  preserve  by  a  voluntary  stipulation  to  furnish 
them  with  bread  I  When  even  did  conquering 
and  deaolatinff  Rome  fail  to  respect  the  altars 
and  the  gods  of  those  whom  she  subjugated  I  Le^ 
me  not  be  told  that  these  prophets  were  impostors, 
who  deceived  the  Indians.  They  were  thnr  pro- 
phete— the  Indians  believed  and  venerated  them, 
and  it  is  not  for  us  to  dioute  a  religious  belief  to 

any  intercoorse^  with  sny  British  or  Spanish  post, 
garrison,  or  town ;  and  that  they  shall  not  admit  among 
them  any  agent  or  trader,  who  ahaU  not  derive  author^ 
i^  to  hold  conunerdal,  or  other  intereourse  with  them, 
by  license  from  the  President,  or  authoriMd  agent  of 
the  Uaited  SUtes. 

Art  4.  The  United  States  demand  an  acknowledge 
inent  of  the  right  to  esUUIsh  militarjr  posts  and  tra^ 
ding-houses,  and  to  open  roads  witmn  the  territory 
guarantied  to  the  Creek  nation  by  the  second  artide, 
and  a  right  to  the  free  narigation  of  ita  waters. 

Art  5.  The  United  States  demand  that  a  surrender 
be  immediately  made^  of  aU  the  persons  and  property 
taken  from  the  dtizens  of  the  United  States,  the  friendly 
part  of  the  Creek  nation,  the  Cherokee,  Chickaaaw, 
and  Choctaw  nations,  to  the  respectiTe  owners ;  and 
the  United  States  will  cause  to  be  mimediately  restored 
to  the  fcrmeriy  hostile  Creeks  all  the  property  taken 
from  them  since  their  submiarion,  either  hj  the  United 
States  or  by  any  Indian  nation  in  amity  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  all  the  prisoners  taken  from 
them  during  the  war. 

Art  6.  The  United  States  demand  the  caption  and 
suneiader  of  all  the  prophets  and  instigalors  of  the 
war,  whether  fi»reigaers  or  natives,  ikbo  hxwt  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  aims  of  the  United  States,  and  become 
parties  to  these  artides  of  capitulation,  if  ever  they 
shall  be  found  within  the  lemtory  guarantied  to  the 
Creek  nation  by  the  second  artide. 

Art  7.  The  Creek  nation^  being  reduced  to  extreme 
want,  and  not  at  present  having  the  means  of  subsist- 
enoe,  the  United  States,  from  motives  of  humanity,  will 
continue  to  fumlsh»  gratuitoudy*  the  necessaries  of 
life,  until  the  crops  of  com  can  be  conudered  compe- 
tent to  yidd  the  nation  a  supply,  and  will  establish 
trading-houses  in  the  nation,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Prsddent  of  the  United  States,  and  at  such  places  aa 
he  shall  dnect,  to  enable  the  nation,  by  indostry  and 
economy,  to  procure  dothing. 


es5 


mSTORT  OF  coif  OBSSS. 


634 


M-orR. 


,l^». 


^hem.  li  does  not  beioog  to  the  ko\f  character 
of  Um  idiffiDii  which  we  profess,  lo  carry  its  pre- 
eepca,  by  force  of  the  bavonet,  into  the  lioeomi  t^ 
other  people.  BAiid  ana  gentle  persoation  was 
the  great  instronent  emplof  ed  by  the  meek  foun* 
der  of  oar  religion.  We  leare  to  the  hmnane 
and  bene? olent  efforts  of  the  rererend  professors 
of  Christianity  to  conTert  from  barbarism  those 
onhappy  oations  yet  immersed  in  its  glo  om.  But 
sir,  spare  them  their  prophets  I  Spare  their  deln- 
sions  (  Spare  their  preiodiees  and  superstitions  I 
£^re  them  even  their  religion,  such  as  it  isifrom 
open  and  cruel  violence.  When,  sir,  was  that 
*  treaty  concloded?  On  the  very  day,  after  the 
protocol  was  sif^ned,  of  the  first  conference  be- 
tween the  Amerwan  and  British  Commiaiionars, 
treating  of  peace,  at  Ghent.  In  the  conrse  of 
that  negotiation,  pretensions  so  enormoos  were  sec 
np^  by  the  other  party,  that,  when  they  were  pro- 
malgaied  in  this  conntry,  there  was  one  general 
barst  of  indyaatioa  throoghont  the  concineBt. 
Faction  itselrwas  silen  ced.  and  the  firm  and  nnan- 
imoos  determination  of  ail  parties  was,  to  fight 
Qtttil  the  last  man  fell  in  tlM  ditch  rather  than 
snbmit  to  soch  ignominioos  terms. 

What  a  contrast  is  exhibited  between  thecon- 
temporaneoos  scenes  of  Ghent  and  Fort  Jack* 
son!  What  a  powerfol  argument  would  the  Brit* 
ish  Commissioners  have  been  furnished  with,  if 
they  could  have  got  hold  of  that  treaty  I  The 
United  States  demand!— *the  United  States  de* 
mand  i— is  repeated  fire  or  six  times.  And  what 
didthepreambleitselfdisclose?  That  two-thirds 
of  the  Creek  nation  bad  been  hostile,  and  one^ 
third  only  friendlv  to  us.  Now,  he  had  heard  (he 
coald  not  vouch  lorthe  fruih  of  the  statemeot) 
thai  not  one  hostile  chief  signed  the  treaty.  He 
bad  also  heard  that  perheps  one  or  two  of  them 
bad.  If  the  treaty  really  were  made  by  a  minor- 
ity of  the  nation,  it  was  not  obligatory  upon  the 
whole  nation.  It  was  void,  considered  in  tne  light 
of  a  national  compact.  And,  if  void,  the  Indians 
were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  provision  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  by  which 
we  bound  ourselves  to  make  peace  with  any  tribes 
with  whom  we  might  be  at  war  on  the  ratifica^ 
tion  of  the  treaty,  and  restore  to  them  their  bnds 
as  they  held  them  in  1811.  Mr.  C.  said  he  did 
not  know  hew  the  honorable  S«iate,  that  body 
for  which  he  had  so  high  a  respect,  could  have 
given  their  sanction  to  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Ja^- 
son^  so  ucceriy  irreconcilable  as  it  is  with  those 
noble  principles  of  generosity  and  magnanimity 
which  he  hoped  to  see  his  country  alwsys  ex- 
hibit, and  particularly  towards  the  miserable  rem- 
nant of  the  aborigines.  It  would  have  comported 
better  with  those  principles  to  havtf  imitated  the 
benevolent  policy  of  the  founder  of  PenAsyha- 
nia,  and  to  nave  given  to  the  Creeks,  conquered 
as  they  were,  even  if  they  had  made  an  unjust 
war  upon  us,  the  trifling  consideration,  to  them 
an  adequate  compensation,  which  he  paid  for 
their  lands.  That  treaty,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  feared, 
had  been  the  main  cause  of  the  recent  war.  Ana 
if  it  had  been,  it  only  added  another  melancholy 
proof  to  those  with  wnich  history  almdy  abounds, 


that  hard  and  uaeonsctenable  tema,  cvtoiteiby 
the  power  of  the  sword  and  the  right  of  cmquen, 
served  but  to  whet  and  stimulate  rereiigc^  aad  te 
give  to  old  hostilities,  sBMHhered,  not  extiagoiih> 
ed,  by  the  pretended  peace,  greater  ezpsBnoa  tod 
more  ferocity.  A  truce  thus  patched  op  with  ss 
unfortunute  people,  without  tiM  means  of  exist- 
eBce*-*withottt  bread— is  no  real  peaee.  The  in- 
stant there  is  tiie  slighest  prospect  of  relief  from 
snch  harsh  and  severe  conditions,  the  eooqoered 

Earty  will  fly  to  arms,  and  spend  the  iaat  drop  of 
lood  rather  than  live  ia  such  degraded  hoadMgt. 
Bven  if  you  again  reduce  him  to  sabmiasioB.  the 
exjpenses  incurred  by  this  second  war,  to  say  bo- 
thiag  of  the  human  lives  that  are  saetifieed,  will 
be  greater  than  what  it  would  have  eoel  you  to 
have  granted  him  liberal  condttiona  ia  the  ftnt 
instaoce.  This  treaty,  he  repeated  it,  was,  be 
apprehended,  the  cause  of  the  war.  It  led  to 
those  excesses  on  our  southern  borders  which  be- 
gan it.  Who  first  commenced  them  h  wn^  per- 
haps, difficult  to  ascertaia.  There  was,  hoarever, 
a  paper  on  this  subject,  commtmlcatcd  at  the  last 
seesiott  by  the  President,  that  told,  in  language 
so  pathetic  and  feeling,  an  artleas  tale — m  paper 
that  carried  soeh  internal  avidenoe,  at  least,  of 
the  belief  of  the  authors  of  it  that  they  erere  writ- 
ing the  truth,  that  he  would  ask  the  favcw  of  tke 
Committee  to  allow  him  to  read  it.*   i  ahooMbe 

*  The  ibUowing  is  the  letter  fiNua  ten  of  the  8«i> 
note  towns  thai  Mr.  C.  read : 


m* 


To  Ot  mwK^mdimg  ^Mur  al  Fmi 

DasB  8ta:  Siace  tlw  lest  arsr,  after 
word  that  we  must  qnH  the  war,  we  the  red  people 
cooM  over  on  this  suie.  The  white  poople  hsve 
tied  ail  the  red  people's  ealtts  oC  Allerthewu,! 
sent  te  all  mv  people  to  let  iHiils  peopls  aleec^  aal 
stqr  on  this  side  of  Uie  rhrsr;  and  thej  dsA  so,  but  ths 
white  people  still  eoatanue  to  csnjr  off  thsir  estlle. 
Samard's  son  was  heret  aad  I  inquired  of  him  what 
was  to  be  done— and  he  said  we  mast  go  ts  the  heed 
man  of  the  white  people  aad  complain.  I  did  sd,  aad 
theie  was  no  white  head  msn,  and  theie  was  no  lew 
InUdscsfe.  The  whitea  fiist  begaa»  aad  thms  is  no- 
thing said  about  that;  but  great  dompkiat  made  about 
what  the  lediaas  do.    This  »  now  tlvea  y 


the  white  peeple  killed  thseeladiaBs;  bbiob  that  they 
kiUedthiee  " 


have  killed  thrse  other  Indians,  and  taken 
and  what  thaj  had;  and  this BOmmerth^kfibd three 
more,  and  voyliieilythejkillad  one moM*  Weseat 
woid  to  the  white  people  that  thoM  aaniwi  werw 
done,  and  the  aaswer  wes^  that  A^  wepssph  that 
were  oatlawa,  and  we  ought  tp  go  aad  Ul  these.  The 
white  pesele  kHled  our  people  fisrt  thiladbaia  thsn 
took  satiwaction.  Thsrs  am  yet  thrss  mea  thai  Ihs 
red  people  have  never  takea  filhfiif*i«"  for.  ¥«a 
have  wrote  that  there  wetehonsee  bunt, bat  wekase 
of  no  each  thiag  beiag  dene;  the  tialh  in  each  aam 
oag^  to  be  told,  but  this  appears  otherwiss.  Oa^bsi 
side  of  the  rifcr  the  white  pespb  have  killed  fivela* 
dtans,but  there  is  nothing  said  about  that;  and  tB 
that  the  Indians  have  done  is  brought  ap.  All  iht 
misdiief  the  white  people  have  done,  ongfat  to  he  toM 
to  their  head  man.  When  there  is  anythiagdflasyoa 
write  to  us,  but  never  write  to  your  head  men  what 
the  white  people  do.  Wbsn  the  rsd  peenle  eeal 
talks,  or  WDie,thqr  always  esnd  the  truth.  Ten  have 
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my  unwiUiig^  Mf.  C.  said|  to  MMrt,  in  ragivcl 
o  Uiis  wiri  thiC  the  fault  was  on  our  side— bat 
le  feared  it  was.  Ho  had  heard  that  that  very  re- 
ipcctable  maa,  aow  no  more,  who  ooee  filled  the 
itecudre  ehair  of  Qeo^ia,  and  who,  having  been 
igfBt  of  kdJaa  aHairs  in  that  quarter,  had  the 
wst  opportoaitf  of  judging  of  the  origin  of  this 
ntf  delibentely  pronoooeed  it  as  his  opinion 
hat  the  ladians  were  not  in  fault.  Mr.  C.  faid 
htt  be  was  &r  from  attribnting  to  General  Jack* 
ion  aay  other  than  the  very  slight  degree  of  blame 
vhicb  attaehed  to  htm  as  the  ne|[otiator  of  the 
Treatr  of  Fort  Jaekson,  and  whieh  would  be 
(hsred  by  thoee  who  soboequently  ratified  and 
nnetioDMl  that  treaty.  Bat  if  there  were  even  a 
loubt  u  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  whether  we 
irere  ceaaiiaUe  or  the  Indians,  that  donbt  would 
lerTetoisertese  our  regret  at  any  distressing  in-> 
udents  which  may  have  oeeurred,  and  to  miti- 
{ate^  io  some  degree,  the  crimes  whieh  we  impute 
0  tbe  other  side.  He  knew,  he  said,  that,  when 
Gkaeral  Jackson  was  summoned  to  the  field,  it 
ras  too  lale  to  hentate— the  fatal  blow  had  been 
4niek  in  the  deotruetion  of  Fowl  Town,  and  the 
ireadfal  mastacre  of  Lieutenant  Seott  and  his 
ietaeboieat;  and  the  only  duty  which  remained 
to  him  was  to  terminate  this  unhappy  contest. 

The  first  eircumstanoe  whieh,  in  the  course  of 
bis  performing  that  duty,  fixed  our  attention,  liad, 
Kir.  C.  taid,  filied  him  with  regret.  It  was  the 
eieeotioD  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  How,  he  asked, 
iid  they  come  into  our  possession  1  Was  it  in 
ibe  course  of  £air  and  open  and  honorable  war? 

mt  to  US  for  your  bosses,  and  we  sent  ell  that  we 
ioold  find ;  bat  there  were  some  deed*  It  appears 
hit  all  the  miichief  is  laid  on  this  town ;  but  all  the 
nifcbief  thst  has  been  done  by  this  town  is  two  horses ; 
>ne  of  them  is  dead,  and  the  other  was  sent  back. 
rbe  cattle  that  we  were  accused  of  taking,  were  cat- 
le  that  the  white  people  took  from  us.  Our  young 
nen  went  and  bronght  them  back,  with  the  same 
Dtikg  and  brands.  There  were  some  of  our  young 
Den  ont  bunting,  and  they  were  killed ;  others  went 
0  take  tatkfkctiott,  and  the  kettle  of  one  of  the  men 
bat  was  kiUsd  was  found  in  the  house  where  the  wo- 
nan  and  two  ebUdien  were  killed ;  and  they  supposed 
t  bad  been  her  ho^band  who  had  killed  the  Indians, 
4  took  their  aalMftetion  there.  We  are  accused  of 
lUing  up  Americans,  and  so  on;  but  since  the  word 
ru  isnt  to  nethat  peace  was  made,  we  stay  stsady  at 
tone,  and  meddle  wiUi  no  peisont  You  hsTe  sent  to 
li  reepecting  the  black  people  on  tbe  Snwanee  iiTer ; 
ft  have  no^g  to  do  with  Uiem :  they  were  pot  there 
y  the  English,  and  to  them  you  ought  to  apply  for 
nothing  about  them.  We  do  not  "wkh  our  eonntry 
eioUted  by  an  anny  passing  through  it,  for  the  con- 
crn  of  other  people.  The  Indians  haTe  slaves  there 
Iso— a  great  many  of  them.  When  we  have  an  op- 
ortumty  we  shall  apply  to  the  English  for  them,  but 

e  cannot  g«t  them  now.    This  is  what  we  have  to 
ly  at  present 

Sir,  I  condode,  by  subscribing  myself  your  humble 
'Tjant.&c    September,  the  11th  day,  1817. 

ri .  B.  There  are  ten  towns  have  reaid  this  letter,  and 
at  is  the  answer. 

A  true  copy  frma  the  oiiginsl. 

WM  BEhhfAid^Camp. 


No;  but  by  meant  of  deception— bv  hoieting 
foreign  colors  on  the  staff  from  which  the  stnra 
and  stripes  should  alone  have  floated.  Thus  en- 
snared, the  Indians  were  taken  on  shore,  and 
without  ceremony,  and  without  delay,  werenuiic. 
Hang  an  Indian  t  We,  sir,  who  are  civilizea^ 
and  can  comprehend  and  feel  the  effect  of  moral 
causes  and  considerations,  attach  ignominy  to  thai 
mode  of  death.  And  the  gallant,  and  refined,  and 
highrainded  man,  seeks  by  ail  possible  means  to 
avoid  it.  But  what  cares  an  Indian  whether  yon 
hang  or  shoot  him  1  The  moment  he  is  captured 
he  is  considered  by  his  tribe  as  disgn^ced,  if  not 
lost.  They,  too,  are  iodifiieTent  about  the  maOner 
in  which  he  is  despatched.  But,  Mr.  C.  snid,  he 
regarded  the  occurrence  with  grief,  for  other  and 
higher  considerations.  It  was  the  firet  instanao 
that  he  knew  of,  in  the  annals  of  our  country,  in 
which  retaliation*  by  executing  Indian  capuvui, 
had  ever  been  deliberately  praoiised.  There  may 
have  been  exceptions,  but,  if  thero  were,  they  met 
with  contemporaneous  condemnation,  uid  have 
been  reprehended  by  the  just  pen  of  impactkai 
history.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may 
tell  me,  if  he  pleases,  what  lie  pleases  about  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife }  about  Indian  eaor* 
mitieo,  and  foreign  miscreants  and  incendiaries^ 
I,  too,  bate  them }  from  my  very  soul  I  abominate 
them.  But  I  love  my  country  and  in  Oonstitu* 
tion }  I  love  liberty  and  safety,  and  fear  nulitary 
despotism  more  even  thnn  I  hate  these  monsters. 
The  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his  remarksy 
alioded  to  the  State  from  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  come.  Little,  sir,  does  he  know  of  the  high 
and  magnanimous  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
that  State,  if  he  supposes  they  will  approve  of 
the  transaction  to  which  he  referred.  Brave  aad 
generous,  humanity  and  clemencv  towards  a  fall- 
en foe  constitute  one  of  their  noblest  characteris- 
tics. Amidst  all  the  struggles  for  that  fair  land 
between  the  natives  and  the  present  inhabitants, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  defied  the  gentleman  to  point  out 
one  instance  in  which  a  Eentuckian  had  stained 
his  hand  by — nothing  but  his  high  sense  of  the  dis- 
tinguished services  and  exalted  merits  of  Gkncral 
Jackson  prevented  his  using  a  different  tenn<^ 
the  execution  of  an  unarmed  and  prostrate  cap- 
tive. Yes,  said  Mr.  C,  there  was  one  solitary 
exception,  in  which  a  man,  enraged  at  beholding 
an  Indian  prisoner,  who  bad  been  celebrated  for 
hie  enormiues,  and  who  had  destroyed  some  of 
his  kindred,  pltnged  his  sword  into  his  bosom. 
The  wicked  deed  was  considered  as  an  abomina- 
ble outraoe  when  it  occurred,  and  the  name  of 
the  mnn  nad  been  handed  down  to  the  execration 
of  posterity.  I  deny  your  right  thus  to  retaliate 
on  the  aborigiaal  proprietors  of  the  country :  and 
unless  I  am  utterly  deceived,  it  may  be  shown 
that  it  does  not  exist.  But,  before  I  attempt  this, 
said  Mr.  C,  allow  rae  to  make  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  a  little  belter  acquainted 
with  those  people,  to  whose  feelings  and  sympa- 
thies he  bad  appealed  through  tiieir  representa- 
tive. During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
Colonel  Campbell,  under  the  command  of  my 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  (Gen.  HAnamoa,) 
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w«8  placed  at  tbe  head  of  a  detaehment  eonsist- 
iog  chiefly,  he  helieved,  of  Kentaeky  Yolnnteera, 
10  order  to  destroy  the  Mississinaway  towns. 
They  proceeded  and  performed  the  duty,  and  took 
some  prisoners.  And  here  is  CTidenee  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  treated  them.  [Here  Mr. 
C.  read  the  ffeneral  orders  issned  on  the  retarn 
of  the  detachment.*]  I  hope,  sir,  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  be  now  able  better  to  appreciate 
the  character  and  conduct  of  my  caUant  cono« 
trymen  than  he  appears  hitherto  to  oaTC  done. 

Bat,  sir,  I  hare  said  that  yoa  have  no  ri^ht  to 
practise,  under  color  of  retaliation,  enormities  on 
the  Indians.  I  will  advance,  in  support  of  this 
pMilion,  as  applicable  to  the  origin  ot  all  law,  the 
principle,  that,  whatever  has  been  the  custom, 
from  tne  commencement  of  a  subject,  whatever 
has  been  the  uniform  usage,  coeval  and  coexist- 
ent with  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  becomes 
its  fixed  law.  ouch  was  the  foundation  of  all 
common  law;  and  such,  he  believed,  was  the 
piacipal  foundation  of  all  public  or  international 
law.  If.  then,  it  could  be  shown  that  from  the 
first  settlement  of  the  colonies,  on  this  part  of  the 
American  continent,  to  the  present  time,  we  have 
constantly  abstained  from  retaliating  upon  the 
Indians  the  excesses  practised  by  them  towards 
us,  we  were  morally  bound  bv  this  invariable 
usage,  and  could  not  lawfully  change  it  without 
the  most  cogent  reasons.  So  far  as  his  knowledge 
extended,  he  said  that,  from  the  first  settlement 
at  Plymouth  or  at  Jamestown,  it  had  not  been 
our  practice  to  destroy  Indian  captives,  combat- 
ants or  noncombatantB.  He  knew  of  but  one  de- 
viation from  tbe  code  which  regulated  the  war- 
fare between  civilized  communities,  and  that  was 
the  destruction  of  Indian  towns,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  be  authorized  upon  the  ground  that  we 
could  not  bring  the  war  to  a  termination  but  by 
destroying  the  means  which  nourished  it  With 
this  single  exception,  the  other  principles  of  the 
laws  of  civilized  nations  are  extended  to  them,  and 
are  thus  made  law  in  regard  to  them.  When  did 
this  humane  custom,  by  which,  in  consideration 
of  their  ignorance  and  our  enlightened  condition 
the  rigors  of  war  were  mitigated,  begin  ?  At  a 
time  when  we  were  weak,  and  they  were  compa- 

*  The  foUowing  is  the  extract  which  Mr.  C.  read. 

"But  the  cfaaxacter  of  this  gallant  detaehment,  ex- 
hibitingy  as  it  did,  pcneveranoe,  fortitode,  and  braTCiy, 
would,  however,  be  incomplete,  if,  in  the  midst  of  vio- 
toiy,  th^  had  foigotten  the  feelings  of  humani^r*  It 
is  with  the  sinoerest  pleasure  that  the  General  has 
heard  that  the  most  punctual  obedience  was  paid  to 
his  orders,  in  not  onfy  saTing  all  the  women  and  diil- 
dren,  bat  in  sparing  all  the  warriors  who  oessed  to 
resist ;  and  that,  OTen  when  vigorously  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  the  claims  of  mercy  preTsiled  over  every 
se^se  of  their  own  danger,  and  this  heroic  band  re- 
spected the  lives  of  their  prisoners.  Let  an  account  of 
murdered  innocence  be  opened  in  the  records  of  Hea- 
ven against  our  enemies  alone.  The  American  soldier 
win  fbilow  the  examine  of  his  Government,  and  the 
sword  of  the  one  will  not  be  raised  against  the  ftUen 
and  the  helpless,  nor  the  gold  of  the  other  be  paid  ibr 
scalps  of  a  maasacred  enemy." 


ratively  strong ;  when  they  were  tbe  lords  ol  the 
soil,  and  we  were  seeking,  from  the  vices,  from 
the  corruptions,  from  the  religious  intolerance, 
and  from  the  oppressions  of  Europe,  to  gain  an 
asylum  among  them.  And  when  is  it  proposed 
to  change  this  custom,  to  subatitote  for  it  the 
bloodv  maxims  of  barbarous  agee,  and  to  interpt^ 
late  tne  Indian  public  law  with  revolting  cruel- 
ties ?  At  a  time  when  the  eitoation  of  the  two 
parties  is  totally  changed— when  we  are  powerful 
and  they  are  weak :  at  a  time  when,  to  use  a  figure 
drawn  from  their  own  sublime  eloquence,  the 
poor  children  of  the  forest  have  been  driven  by 
the  great  wave  which  has  flowed  in  from  the  At- 
lantic ocean  to  almost  the  base  of  the  Roekjr 
Mountains,  and,  overwhelming  them  in  iu  teni* 
ble  proffress,  has  left  no  other  remftins  of  hun- 
dreds of  tribes,  now  extinct,  than  those  which  in- 
dicate the  remote  existence  of  their  former  com- 
panion, the  mammoth  of  the  New  World !  Yes, 
sir,  it  is  at  this  auspicious  period  of  our  country, 
when  we  hold  a  proud  and  lofty  atalioB,  amon^ 
the  first  nations  of  the  world,  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  sanction  a  departure  from  theeaiab\iriied 
laws  and  usases  whicn  have  regulated  our  Indian 
hostilities.  And  does  the  honorable  geotleuiaa 
from  Massachusetts  expect,  in  this  aognat  body, 
this  enlightened  assembly  of  Christiana  and  Ame- 
ricans, by  glowiiig  appeals  to  our  paanona,  to  make 
us  forget  our  principles,  our  religion,  our  clemen- 
cy, and  our  humanity  7 

Why  was  It,  Mr.  C.  asked,  that  we  bad  not 
practised  towards  the  Indian  tribes  the  right  of 
retaliation,  now  for  the  first  time  asserted  in  re- 
gard to  them?  It  was  because  it  is  a  principle, 
proclaimed  by  reason  and  enforced  by  every  re- 
spectable writer  on  the  law  of  nations,  that  retali- 
ation is  only  justifiable  as  calculated  to  produce 
efiect  in  the  war.  Vengeance  was  a  new  motire 
for  resorting  to  it.  If  retaliation  will  produce  no 
efiect  on  the  enemy,  we  are  bound  to  abstntn  from 
it  by  everv  consideration  of  humanity  and  of  Jus- 
tice. Will  it,  then,  produce  efiect  on  the  Indian 
tribes?  No;  they  care  not  about  the  execution 
of  those  of  their  warriors  who  are  taken  captive. 
They  are  considered  as  disgfaced  by  the  vesy 
circumstance  of  their  captivity,  and  it  is  ofkea 
mercy  to  the  unhappy  captive  to  deprive  him  ^ 
his  existenee.  The  poet  evinced  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  whea  he  pat 
into  the  mouth  of  the  aon  of  a  distinguished  chief, 
about  to  be  led  to  the  stake  and  tortured  by  his 
victorious  enemy,  the  words— 

«<  Begin,  ye  tozmentors !  your  threats  axe  in  Tain : 
The  son  of  Alknomok  will  never  complain.*' 

Retaliation  of  Indian  excesses,  not  fnoduciag 
then  any  efiect  in  preventing  their  repetition,  was 
condemned  bv  both  reason  and  the  principles 
upon  which  aione,  io  any  case,  it  canbe  justined. 
On  this  branch  of  the  subject  much  more  might 
be  said ;  but,  as  he  should  possibly  again  allode 
to  it,  he  would  pass  from  it,  for  the  present,  to 
another  topic. 

It  was  not  necessar^r)  Mr.  C.  said,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  his  argument  in  regard  to  the  trial  and 
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exceation  of  ArbotbDOt  tod  AmbrisUr,  to  intist 
OD  the  ianeeeiiee  of  either  of  tben.  He  would 
yield,  for  the  sake  of  that  argameDt,  without  to* 
qnnjf  that  both  of  them  were  goiltf ;  that  both 
had  tostu|ated  the  war ;  and  that  oDe  of  them 
had  led  toe  eaemy  to  battle.  It  was  possible,  in* 
deed,  thai  a  critieai  examinatioD  of  the  eridenee 
would  show,  particularly  io  the  case  of  Arbatb- 
oot.  thai  the  whole  amount  of  his  crime  consisted 
in  his  trading,  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  tbe  accus- 
tomed commodities  which  form  the  subject  of 
Indian  trade;  and  that  he  sought  to  ingratiate 
himself  with  his  customers  b^  espousing  their  in- 
teresu,  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  the  Treaty 
of  Qhent,  which  he  may  have  honestly  belicTed 
entitled  them  to  the  restoration  of  their  lands. 
And  if,  indeed,  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  for  the 
reasons  already  assigned,  were  not  binding  upon 
the  Creeks^  there  would  be  but  too  much  cause 
to  Jamcnt  kia  unhappy  if  not  unjust  fate.  The 
first  impresaion  maoe,  on  the  examination  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  trial  and  execution  of  those 
two  men,  iS|  that  on  the  port  of  Ambrister  there 
was  the  most  guilt,  but  at  the  same  time  the  most 
irregulanty.  Conceding  the  point  of  th%  guHt  of 
both,  with  the  qualification  which  he  had  stated, 
he  would  nroeeed  to  inquire,  first,  if  their  execu- 
tion cottla  be  justified  upon  the  principles  as- 
saned  bf  Qeneral  laekson  himself.  If  they  did 
not  afibrd  a  justification,  he  would  next  inquire 
if  there  were  any  other  principles  authorizing 
their  ezeention ;  and  he  would,  in  the  third  place, 
make  some  obserTStions  upon  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  frineiplO  assumed  by  Qeneral  Jackson, 
which  mnv  be  foond  in  his  general  orders  com- 
manding the  execution  of  these  men,  is,  *'  that  it 
^  ia  en  established  principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
'  that  any  individual  or  a  nation,  making  war 
^  agninet  the  citizens  of  any  other  nation,  they 
^  being  at  peace,  forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  be- 
'  comes  an  outlaw  and  a  pirate."  Whaterer  may 
be  the  character  of  individuals  waging  private 
war,  the  principle  nssumed  is  totally  erroneous 
veben  applied  to  such  individuals  associated  with 
a  Power,  whether  Indian  or  civilized,  capable  of 
naiacainiag  the  relations  of  peace  and  war.  Sup- 
poee,  however,  the  principle  were  true,  as  assert- 
edy  what  disposition  should  he  have  maide  of  these 
men  7  What  jurisdietion,  and  how  acquired,  has 
the  nulitary  over  pirates,  robbers,  and  outlaws? 
[f  they  were  in  the  character  imputed,  they  were 
ilone  amenable^  and  should  have  been  turned 
>TeT  to  the  civil  authority.  But  the  principle,  he 
*epeated,  was  totally  iocorreet,  when  applied  to 
nen  in  their  situation.  A  foreigner,  connecting 
limnelf  with  a  belligerent,  becomes  an  enemy  of 
iie  party  to  whom  that  belligerent  is  opposed, 
lubject  to  whatever  he  mav  be  subject,  entitled  to 
IT faatever  he  Is  entitled.  Arbuthoot  and  Ambris- 
er,  by  associating  themselves,  became  identified 
eiih  the  Indians;  they  beoame  our  enemies,  and 
re  bad  a  right  to  treat  them  as  we  could  lawfully 
restt  the  Indians.  These  positions  were  so  ob- 
rioasly  correct,  that  he  should  consider  it  an 
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abuse  of  the  patience  of  the  Committee  to  con- 
sume time  in  their  proof.  They  were  supported 
bv  the  practice  of  all  nations,  and  of  our  own. 
Bvery  pMc  of  history,  in  ail  times,  and  the  recol- 
lection ofevery  member,  furnish  evidence  of  their 
truth.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  into  some  of 
the  consequences  of  this  principle,  if  it  were  to  go 
to  Europe,  sanctioned  by  the  approbation,  express 
or  implied,  of  this  House.  We  have  now  in  our 
armies  probably  the  subjects  of  almost  every 
Buropean  Power.  Some  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
maintain  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegisnce. 
Suppose  Britain  and  America  in  peace,  and 
America  and  France  at  war.  The  former  sub- 
jects of  England,  naturalized  or  unnaturalized, 
are  captured  by  the  navy  or  the  army  of  France. 
What  is  their  condition  ?  According  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  Qeneral  Jackson,  they  would  be  outlaws 
and  pirates,  and  liable  to  immediate  execution. 
Were  gentlemen  prepared  to  return  to  their  re- 
spective districts  with  this  doctrine  in  their 
mouths,  and  to  say  to  their  Irish,  English,  Scotch, 
and  other  foreign  constituents,  that  you  are  liable, 
on  the  contingency  supposed,  to  be  treated  as 
outlaws  and  pirates? 

Was  there  anv  other  principle  which  justified 
the  proceeding  1  On  this  subject,  he  said,  if  he 
admired  the  wonderful  ingenuity  with  which 
gentlemen  sought  a  colorable  pretext  for  those 
executions,  he  was  at  the  same  time  shocked  at 
some  of  the  principles  advanced.  What  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
HoLMse,)  m  a  cold  address  to  the  Committee? 
Why,  that  these  executions  Were  only  a  wrong 
mode  of  doing  a  right  thing.  A  wrong  mode  m 
doing  a  right  thing!  In  what  code  of  public  law ; 
in  what  system  of  ethics;  nay,  in  what  respect- 
able novel;  where,  if  the  gentleman  were  to  take 
the  range  of  the  whole  literature  of  the  world, 
will  he  find  any  sanction  for  a  principle  so  mon- 
strous? He  would  illustrate  its  enormity  by  a 
single  case.  Suppose  a  man,  being  guilty  of  rob- 
bery, is  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  for  mur- 
der, upon  an  indictment  for  that  robbery  merely. 
The  judee  is  arraigned  for  having  executed,  con- 
trary to  law,  a  human  being,  innocent  at  heart  of 
the  crime  for  which  he  was  sentenced.  The 
judge  has  nothing  to  do,  to  iiuure  his  own  ac- 
quittal, but  to  urge  the  gentleman's  plea,  that  he 
bad  done  a  right  thin^  in  a  wrong  way  I 

The  principles  which  attached  to  the  cases 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  constituting  them 
merely  partic^pe»  in  the  war,  supposiog  them  to 
have  been  combatants^  which  the  rormer  was  not, 
he  having  been  taken  in  a  Spanish  fortress,  with- 
out arms  in  his  hands,  all  that  we  could  nossibly 
have  a  right  to  do  was  to  apply  to  them  the  rules 
which  we  had  a  tifht  to  enforce  sgainst  the  In- 
dians. Their  English  character  was  only  merged 
in  their  Indian  character.  Now.  if  the  law  reg- 
ulating Indian  hostilities  be  established  by  long 
and  immemorial  usage,  that  we  have  no  moral 
right  to  retaliate  upon  them,  we  consequently 
had  no  right  to  retaliate  upon  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister.  Even  if  it  were  admitted  that,  in  re- 
gard to  future  wars,  and  to  other  foraignen,  their 
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eieention  maf  hare  a  good  oflfoct,  it  would  not 
lh«Dee  follow  that  you  had  a  right  tooitcole 
them.  It  is  not  always  just  to  do  what  may  be 
advantageous.  And  retaliation,  during  a  war. 
must  have  relation  to  the  events  of  that  war,  ana 
must,  to  be  just,  have  an  operation  upon  that  war, 
and  upon  the  individuals  only  who  eoonpose  the 
belligerent  party.  It  became  gentlemen,  then, 
on  the  other  side,  to  show,  by  some  known,  eer- 
tain,  and  recognised  role  of  public  or  mnnicifal 
law,  that  the  execution  of  these  men  was  jasti* 
fted.  Where  is  it  ?  He  should  be  glad  to  see  it. 
We  are  told  in  a  paper,  emanating  from  the  De- 

Sartmeat  of  State,  recently  laid  before  this  Hous^ 
istio|[uished  for  the  fervor  of  its  eiequenee,  ana 
of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mnssa- 
cfattseits  has  supplied  us  in  part  with  a  second 
edition,  in  one  respect  agreeing  with  Che  piMo* 

2pe,  that  thev  both  ought  to  be  inscribed  to  ihe 
merican  public—we  are  justly  told  in  that  pa*> 
Pfcr,  that  this  is  the  first  instance  of  the  execntioo 
ttf  persons  for  the  crime  of  instigating  Indiims  to 
war.  Sir,  there  are  two  topics  which,  in  Burope, 
ate  constantly  employed  by  the  friends  and  min- 
ions of  legitimacy  against  oar  country.  The  one 
is  an  inordinate  spirit  of  aggraadisement-«-of 
coveting  other  people's  goods.  The  other  is  the 
treatment  which  we  extend  to  tbe  Indiana.*- 
Against  both  these  charges,  the  public  servants, 
who  conducted  at  Ohent  the  negotiations  with 
the  British  Commissioners,  endeavored  to  viadi- 
cnteour  countrv,  and  he  hoped  with  some  degree 
of  success.  What  will  be  the  condition  of  future 
American  negotiators,  when  pressed  upon  this 
head,  he  knew  not,  after  the  unhappy  ezecutiotta 
on  our  Southern  border.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  seemed  on  yesterday  to  read,  with 
a  sort  of  triumph,  the  names  of  the  Commissioa- 
Cfs  employed  in  the  n^otiation  at  Ohent.  Will 
he  excuse  me  for  saying,  that  I  thought  he  pro* 
Bounced,  even  with  more  complacency  and  with 
a  more  gracious  smile,  the  first  name  m  the  com* 
mission,  than  he  emphasized  that  of  the  humble 
individual  who  addresses  you.  [Mr.  HoLiua 
desired  to  explain.]  Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no 
occasion  for  explanation  $  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied. [Mr.  H.  ttowever  proceeded  to  say  that  his 
intention  was,  in  pronouncing  the  gentleman's 
name,  to  add  to  the  respect  due  to  the  negotiaior 
that  which  was  due  to  toe  Speaker  of  this  uouse.] 
Will  the  principle  of  these  men,  having  been  in- 
•tigators  of  the  war,  justify  their  execution  7  It 
was  a  new  one;  there  were  no  landomrks  to  guide 
us  in  its  adoption,  or  to  prescribe  limits  in  iu  ap- 

K cation.  If  William  Pitt  had  been  uken  by  the 
ench  army,  during  the  late  European  war, 
could  France  have  justifiably  executed  him,  on 
the  ground  of  his  having  aotoriously  instigated 
the  continental  Powers  to  war  against  France? 
Would  France^  if  she  had  stained  her  character 
by  executing  him,  have  obtained  the  sanction  of 
the  world  to  the  act,  by  appesls  to  the  passions 
and  prejudices,  bv  pointing  to  tbe  cities  sacked, 
the  countries  laid  waste,  the  human  lives  sacri- 
ficed in  the  wars  which  he  had  kindled,  and  by 
exdaJminglo  the  unfortunate  captive,  you  mis* 
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crcMit,  you  monsltr,  have  oeoitoiOBni  idk  ilhtse 
seonea  of  devastation  and  blood?  Wkatkadbeea 
the  conduct  even  of  England  townida  chegreatest 
iostigatoff  of  all  the  wats  of  the  pfenant  agel 
The  condemnation  of  that  illuacrioiis  nnai  to  the 
rock  of  St.  Helena,  wns  a  great  blot  on  the  Xag- 
lish  name.  And  Mr.  C.  repentadi  what  he  hnd 
once  before  said,  that  if  Chatham  or  Foe,  or  even 
William  Pitt  himself,  had  been  Prinaa  Minister, 
in  England,  Bonaparte  never  had  hem  an  eon- 
damned.  On  tlmt  transaction  hiaiDiy  will  am 
day  pass  its  severe  but  jnst  HBsnin>  Yea,  al« 
though  Napoleon  had  deaalaled  half  Euiope; 
although  there  was  scarcely  n  Power,  hnwewar 
humble,  that  eacaped  the  mighty  gvaap  of  his 
ambition  $  nlthougn  in  the  cowae  of  hiaa^cndid 
career  he  is  charged  with  having  commiMafi  tihe 
greatest  atrocities,  disgraceAil  to  fanaaaelf  and  to 
human  nature,  yet  even  hn  life  haa  haea  sparad. 
The  allies  would  not,  Baglaad  waald  ant,  exe- 
cute him,  upoa  the  ground  of  hie  '  * 
gaior  of  wars. 

The  mode  of  the  trial  and  ss 
mea,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  equally  olycttoaafc  wttb 
the  priaeiples  oa  which  it  had  beca  attaa^lad  lo 
ahow  a  forfeiture  of  their  Uvea.  He  kaaw,  he 
said,  the  laudable  spirit  which  proai^cd  tfie  in- 

Jpenuity  displayed  in  finding  out  a  josiiientioa 
or  these  proceedings.    He  wislMd  aiost  aiaoerely 
that  he  could  reconcile  thorn  to  his  ooaacieaei. 
It  had  been  attempted  to  viadicatn  the  General 
upon  grounds  which  he  was  persaadcd  he  would 
himself  disown.    It  had  beca  naaevtcd  that  he 
was  guilty  of  a  mistake  ia  eaUiag  upoa  tha  eoart 
to  try  them,  and  that  he  might  have  at  caee 
ordered  theia  axecniioarvithantiliat  fitaiality. 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  each  ahsalaie  right 
in  the  commander  of  any  portioB  of  nor  Army. 
The  right  of  retaliation  is  nn  attrtbalo  of  aover- 
eigaty.    It  is  comprehended  in  the  war^«iakiag 
power  that  Congress  possesoes.    It  belongs  lo 
this  body  not  only  to  oeelare  war,  bat  lo  laiae 
armies,  and  to  make  rules  aad  regalatioas  for 
their  QovemiaeaL    It  was  la  vain  for  geailo- 
men  to  look  lo  the  law  of  nations  for  insunocs 
in  which  retaliation  is  lawful    The  Inwa  of  nn- 
tione  nKvaly  laid  down  the  prlnoipla  or  rtris^  aad 
it  balonga  to  the  Goverameat  to  ooaetitaie  the 
tribunal  for  applying   that   principle  or  ralo. 
There  wna,  for  example,  no  inataaoe  ia  which 
the  death  of  a  captive  was  mom  ocriiioly  do« 
clarad  hv  the  law  of  nadoaa  to  he  jastifiahle 
thaa  in  the  case  of  spiea.    Ooagrtsi  has  acaotd- 
ingly  provided,  in  the  rales  and  arMas  of  war,  a 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  spies,  aad  coaaacmently 
for  the  application  of  the  prtaeipio  of  the  aa- 
tional  law.    The  Lc«iflatnre  hnd  not  left  dbe 
power  over  spiea  ondefiaed,  lo  the  naere  diseretiin 
of  the  commander4n-chief,  or  of  any  aubnltera 
officer  in  the  Army.    For,  if  the  doctrines  acw 
contended  for  were  true,  they  woald  apply  to  tie 
commander  of  any  corps,  however  aoiall,  acfiag 
as  a  detachment.    Suppose  Ooagress  had  not 
legislated  in  the  case  of  spies,  what  woald  have 
been  their  condition?    It  would  hnve  been  a 
camm  omseiae,  and  although  the  publia  law*  pee- 
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BCfQM«4  tM»  dMm,  11  eoidd  nee  bi  escMtai 
beeatM  OcnfftM  bM  Mtigsed  bo  cvibvutt)  for 
eaforeiof  thai  pttMk  kw«    No  maa  eoaUl  bo 
neeuttd  in  Udo  Areo  ooQotrf  witbont  two  tbii^ 
beiof  tbowD  $  lot.  Th»t  tbo  low  oondomns  him 
to  deoib ;  aod,  Sdlf  •  Tbot  bU  dcoib  io  prooouBoed 
by  tbot  triboral  wbicb  io  ootborised  bf  the  low 
to  try  bin.    Tboto  p?inci]plco  wovld  reoeb  ovoiy 
mao'i  euo,  nativo  or  foreigsor,  eitizoii  or  alieo. 
The  instoiii  qumrtcro  are  graatod  to  a  prisonor, 
the  OMJestf  of  tbo  law  torrooods  and  tooMmit 
biiB.aBd  beoanaot  lawfnlly  bo*  paatthod  with 
death,  wtiboQt  the  oooonrronoo  of  tbo  two  eir* 
eometaocoo  joet  ineiocod  npoa.    Ho  denied  that 
lay  eomniaodor-in-ebiof,  io  tbie  eoaotry,  bad 
this  absoloio  power  of  liib  and  death,  at  hie  eolo 
dtseretioa.    It  was  oontrary  to  the  gooiae  of  all 
our  hiwi  and  inttitoiiona.    To  ooneontraio  in 
the  peraoa  of  one  tadiffdnal  the  powoss  to  niaie 
the  role,  to  jadgo,  and  to  f  xoonto  tbo  ral^  or  to 
jndfe  and  exocnio  the  rule  only,  was  utterly  lero* 
eoacilftble  witli  ovory  priaeiplo  of  free  Qorem- 
meot,  aad  wm  tbo  very  deflaillon  of  tyranny 
itself;  and  be  trosted  that  this  Honso  would 
aof  cr  givo  even  a  taek  asaeni  to  atieli  a  priaeiplo. 
Soppoto  tbo  eouaMttder  had  mado  repriaols  on 
ptopertjr,  wonld  that  property  have  belonged  to 
the  oatioo,  or  eoald  ho  hoTe  dispooed  of  it  ae  ho 
ploMed  t    Had  he  more  power,  would  gentlemen 
fdi  hia,  over  the  Hreu  ^  human  beings  than 
over  property  f    Tbo  assertion  of  soeb  a  power 
to  the  eomtaaadef^in-ohlef  was  eonmry  to  the 
practice  of  the  Qoyernmont.    By  an  net  of  Con- 
gress whiob  passed  in  1709,  ^reeling  the  power 
of  retaliation,  in  eenaio  oases,  in  the  President 
of  the  United  Stateo^— an  act  which  passed  dur- 
ing the  qmti  war  with  Praooe,  the  President  is 
authorised  lo  retaliate  upon  any  oitixens  of  the 
French  Repsiblio,  the  enormities  wbteh  may  be 
maciised.  in  certain  caeos^  upon  our  citizens. 
Under  what  Adminietfation  was  this  act  passed? 
It  was  under  thai  wbicb  has  been  justly  charged 
with  stretching  the  Constitution  to  enlarge  the 
SxecntiTo  powers.    Even  during  tbo  raiad  career 
of  Mr.  Adaau,  wb«i  every  means  was  resorted 
to  for  tbo  purpose  of  iofbsing  vigor  into  the  Ex- 
eoutive  nrm,  no  one  thought  of  daiming  for  him 
tbo  iobevent  rigbi  of  retaliation.    Ho  would  not 
tioQbJe  the  Houee  whb  readiog  another  law, 
wbicb  paased  tbirieen  or  fourteen  years  after, 
during  tbo  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  under 
the  Adminiotration  of  that  great  Constitotiooal 
President,  tbo  ibiber  of  tbo  instrument  itself^  by 
wbicb  Mr*  Madison  was  empowered  to  retaliate 
on  the  Britbh,  in  certain  iastaaces.    It  was  not 
only  contiury  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions 
and  to  tbo  uniform  pmeilce  of  the  Qovernment, 
bat  it  was  eoatrary  to  the  obvious  principles  on 
which  the  Gcneml  himself  had  proceeded;  for. 
IB  formina^  the  court,  ho  had  evidently  Jntendea 
to  proceed  oader  tbo  roles  and  articles  of  war. 
Tbe  extreme  number  which  they  provide  for  is 
thirteen,  preoisely  that  which  is  detailed  in  the 
present  inataaee.    The  court  proceeded,  not  by 
a  bare  plarality,  but  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds. 
In  the  gofioral  orders  issued  from  the  Adjutant 


OoaofaPs  ofioe,  at  baad^uaitaes,  it  is  dosotibed 
aa  a  court  martial.    Tbo  prisoners  are  said  in 
those  orders  to  have  been  tried,  ''on  the  follow- 
ing  charges  and  speoiftcations*''    The  court  on* 
dorstood  itself  to  be  aotiog  as  a  court  martini. 
It  was  so  organizod ;  it  so  proceeded,  having  a 
judge  advocate,  bearing  witnesses,  th«  written 
deflroce  of  the  miserable  trembUng  prieoooM, 
who  seemed  to  hnve  a  preseatimtnt  of  tboif 
dooBB.     And  the  court  was  flaally  dimdved. 
The  whole  proceeding  manifestly  shows  tlmt  all 
parties  considered  it  as  a  court  martiaL  oonvoned 
and  aeting  under  the  roles  and  articles  of  war. 
In  bis  letter  to  the  Seeretary  of  War,  noticing 
the  transaotion,  the  (General  says:  <'Tneaeind»» 
viduals  were  tried  uader  my  orders,  legally  con* 
vteted  as  exeiters  of  this  savage  and  n^fo  wari 
legaUy  oondemned,  and  most  justly  puaisbed  fbr 
their  iniquitijes.^    The  Lord  deliver  «s  from  suoh 
Icnal  oonvictions  and  such  legal  oondemnBttonsI 
TheQeneral  himself  considered  the  laws  <^  his 
country  to  have  justified  bis  prooeedings.    It  was 
in  vaia,  thou,  to  talk  of  a  power  in  him  beyond 
the  law,  ano  above  the  law,  when  he  himself 
does  not  assert  it.    Let  it  be  oonoeded  that  be 
was  elothed  with  absolute  authority  ovor  the 
Uves  of  those  individuals,  and  that,  upon  bis  own 
fiat,  without  trisl,  without  dsfbnc^be  might 
have  commanded  their  exeeution.   Now  if  nn 
absolttie  Soveveiga,  in  any  partionlat  respeet, 
peomulgates  a  rule  wbicb  he  pledges  himself  to 
observe,  if  be  subsequently  uevintes  from  that 
role,  he  sufcfects  bimeelf  to  the  imputation  of 
odious  tyranny.    If  Oenenl  Jackson  had  the 
power,  witbont  a  court,  to  condemn  these  men, 
he  ban  also  the  power  to  appoint  n  tribunal.  He 
did  appoint  a  tribunal,  and  he  became,  therefore, 
morally  bound  to  observe  and  execute  tbe  sen* 
toBce  of  that  tribunal.    In  regard  to  Ambrister, 
it  was  with  grief  and  pain  he  was  compelled  to 
say.  that  be^was  executed  in  defiaace  of  ail  law; 
in  defiance  of  the  law  to  which  Qenerai  Jaoksoa 
bad  voliutarily,  if  you  please,  submitted  bimsel£ 
and  given,  by  bis  appeal  to  the  court,  bis  implied 
pledge  to  obaeive.    He  knew  but  little  of  mtlnaffy 
law,  and  he  had  not  n  taste,  by  what  bad  hap- 
pened,  created  in  him  for  aequiring  a  knowledge 
of  more;  but  he  believed  there  was  no  aKamnta 
on  record  where  the  sentence  of  the  court  Me 
been  erased,  and  a  sentsnee  not  prononneed  by  It 
enrriod  into  exeoution.    It  had  been  suggested 
tbnt  the  eourt  hod  pronpuneed  two  sentences,  and 
that  the  Qenerai  had  a  ri^ht  to  select  either. 
Two  sentences  I    Two  verdicts  1    It  was  not  so. 
The  first,  by  being  revoked,  was  as  though  it  had 
never  been  pronounced.    And  there  rematned 
only  one  sentence,  which  was  pot  aside  upon  the 
sole  authority  of  the  commaaaer,  aad  the  exeen^ 
tion  of  the  prisoner  ordered.    He  either  bad  or 
had  not  a  right  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  that 
man  without  the  intervention  of  a  court    If  ho 
had  the  right,  he  waived  it,  and  having  violated 
the  sentence  of  the  court,  there  was  brtuigbt  npon 
the  judicial  administration  of  the  Army  o  re- 
proach, which  must  occasion  the  most  lasumg 
lOgret. 
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Howtvtt  guiiiy  tkeae  men  were^  tkey  alnnild 
BOt  httTe  been  coodemned  or  executed  withont 
ike  aothority  of  the  law.  He  wonid  not  dwell, 
a(  this  time,  on  the  effect  of  these  precedents  in 
foreign  countries,  but  he  would  not  pass  unno- 
ticed their  dangerous  influence  in  our  own  eonn- 
tnr.    Bad  examples  are  generally  set  in  the  cases 

,  of  bad  men,  and  often  remote  from  the  central 
CtoTcrnment.  It  was  in  the  proTinces  were  laid 
the  abuses  and  the  seeds  of  the  ambitions  projects 
which  orerturned  the  liberties  of  Rome.  He 
beseeched  the  Committee  not  to  be  taken  captiTc 
by  the  charms  of  eloquence  and  the  appeals  made 
to  our  passions  and  our  sympathies,  so  as  to  for- 
get the  fundamental  principles  of  our  gorern* 
ments.  The  influence  of  a  bad  example  would 
often  be  felt  when  its  authors  and  all  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  it  were  no  longer  remem- 

l  hered.  He  knew  of  but  one  analogous  instance 
of  the  execution  of  a  prisoner,  and  that  had 

/  brought  more  odium  than  almost  any  other  inci- 
dtnt  on  the  unhappy  Bmperor  of  France.  He 
alluded  to  the  instance  of  the  execution  of  the 
mlbrtunate  member  of  the  Bourbon  house.  He 
had  sought  an  asylum  in  the  territories  of  Baden. 
Bonaparte  despatched  a  corps  of  gen  d'armes  to 
the  puce  of  his  retreat,  seised  him  and  brought 
him  to  the  dungeons  of  Viacennes.  He  was 
there  tried  by  a  court  martial,  condemned,  and 
shot.  There,  as  here,  was  a  violation  of  neutral 
territory;  there  the  neutral  ground  was  not 
alained  wiih  the  blood  of  him  whom  it  should 
kaTc  protected.  And  there  was  another  most 
unfortimate  diiference.  for  the  American  exam- 
]ile.  The  Dnc  D'Bngnein  was  executed  accord- 
mg  to  his  sentence.  It  is  said  by  the  defenders 
of  Napoleon  that  the  Duke  had  been  machina- 
ting not  merely  to  orertnrn  the  French  GtoTcm- 
ment,  but  against  the  life  of  its  chief.  If  that 
were  true,  he  might,  if  taken  in  France,  hare 
been  legally  executed.  Such  waa^the  odium 
brought  upon  the  instruments  of  this  transaction, 
that  those  persons  who  hare  been  eren  suspected 
of  participation  in  it  hare  sought  to  Vindicate 
themselres.  from  what  they  appear  to  hare  con- 
sidered as  an  aspersion,  before  foreign  Courts.  In 
conclusion  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  Mr.  C. 
said  thai  he  most  cheerfully  and  entirely  acquit- 
ted Qeneral  Jackson  of  any  intention  to  raolate 
the  laws  of  the  country,  or  the  oUigations  ef  hu- 
manity. He  was  persuaded,  from  all  that  h«  had 
Mard.  that  he  thought  himself  equally  respecting 
and  obserring  both.  With  res|Mct  to  the  purity 
of  his  intentions,  therefore,  he  was  disposed  to 
allow  it  in  the  most  extensive  degree.  Of  his 
acts,  said  Mr.  C,  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  with  the 
freedoin  which  belongs  to  my  station.  And  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  consider  some  of  them,  of 
the  most  momentous  character,  as  it  regards  the 
distribution  of  the  powers  of  Qorernment. 

Of  all  the  pomen  conferred  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  not  one  is  more  ex- 
wessly  and  exclusireJy  granted  than  that  is  to 
Congress  of  declaring  war.  The  immortal  con- 
vention who  framed  that  iostrnment  had  abun- 
dant reason  for  confiding  this  tremendous  power 


to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  RqpRwsaiaiivei 
of  the  people,  drawn  from  every  pa^e  of  history* 
It  was  there  seen  that  nations  are  often  precipi^ 
tated  into  ruinous  war  firom  folly,  from  pride, 
from  ambition,  and  from  the  desire  of  miliiary 
fame.  It  was  beliered,  no  doubt,  in  oommittiog 
this  great  subject  to  the  Lcyislatuie  of  the  Union, 
we  should  be  safe  from  the  mad  wars  that  hare 
afflicted  and  desolated  and  ruined  other  eountiics. 
It  was  supposed*  that  before  any  war  was  declaicd 
the  nature  of  the  injury  complained  of  would  be 
carefully  examined,  the  newer  and  resoareea  id 
the  enemy  estimated,  and  the  power  and  the  re- 
sources of  our  own  country,  as  weU  as  the  proh- 
able  issue  and  consequences  of  the  war.  It  was 
to  guard  our  coiutry  against  precisely  that  spe- 
cies of  rashness,  which  has  been  manifested  in 
Florida,  that  the  constitution  was  so  framed.  If 
then  this  power,  thus  cautiously  and  elcnriy  be- 
stowed upon  Congress,  has  been  assumed  and 
exercised  by  any  other  functionary  of  the  Gfov- 
ernment,  it  is  cause  of  serious  alnraa,  and  it  be^ 
came  that  body  to  vindicate  and  maiaiaia  its 
authority  by  all  the  means  in  iu  powe^  aiul  ye& 
there  are  some  gentlemen  who  wo«ld  have  uanot 
merdy  to  yield  a  tame  and  silent  aequieaeence  in 
the  eneroaehment,  but  to  pass  even  a.  vote  of 
thaaks  to  the  author. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1818)  Mr.  C.  continoed, 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  communicafca 
a  Message  to  Congreis  in  reUtion  to  the  Seesi- 
noie  war,  in  which  he  deolared  thnt^  althoogh  in 
the  prosecution  of  it,  orders  had  been  given  to 
pass  into  the  Spanish  territory,  they  were  so 
guarded  as  that  the  local  authorities  of  Spaia 
should  be  respected.  How  xeapected  ?  The  Pren* 
dent,  by  the  documenu  accompanying  the  Mes- 
sage, the  orders  themselves  which  isaned  from 
the  Department  of  War  to  the  commanding  Qen- 
eral, had  assured  the  Licgislature  that,  even  if  the 
enemy  should  take  shelter  under  a  Spanish  for- 
tress,  the  fortress  was  not  to  be  attacked,  but  the 
fact  to  be  reported  to  that  department  for  forlher 
orders.  Congress  saw,  thciefore,  that  there  waa 
no  danger  of  violating  the  existing  peace.  And 
yet,  on  the  saaM  25(b  day  of  March,  (a  most  sin- 
gular coBcurrence  of  dates,)  when  the  RepicKa- 
utires  of  the  people  reoeira  this  solema  Mes- 
sage, announced  m  the  presence  of  the  asiwa 
and  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  friendly  negotiation  with  Spain,  dom  General 
Jackson  write  from  his  headquarters  that  he  shnll 
take  St.  Marks  as  a  necessary  depot  for  his  milt* 
tary  operations  1  The  Qeneral  sutes,  ia  his  let- 
ter, what  he  had  heard  about  the  threat  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians  and  negroes,  to  occupy  the 
fort,  and  declares  his  purpose  to  possess  himsd/ 
of  it  in  eitiier  of  the  two  contingencies  of  iis 
being  in  their  hands  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Span- 
iards. He  assumed  a  right  to  judge  what  Spaia 
was  bound  to  do  by  her  treaty,  and  judged  very 
correctly ;  but  then  he  also  assumed  the  power, 
heloDgiog  to  Congress  alone,  of  determining  what 
should  be  the  effect  and  consequence  of  her 
breach  of  engagement.  Qeoeiml  Jnckson  gener- 
ftUy  performs  what  he  intimates  his  inteniion  to 
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do.  Aeeordiiiglf,  finding  St.  Marin  yet  to  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards,  he  seized  and  oceapied 
it.  Was  erer,  he  asked,  the  jnst  eonfideace  of 
the  leffistatire  body,  in  the  assurances  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  more  abased  1  The  Spanish 
commander  inlimated  his  willingness  that  the 
American  annjr  should  take  post  near  him,  until 
he  coold  hare  inetmctions  from  his  snperior  offi- 
eer,  and  promised  to  maintain,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  most  friendly  relations.  No!  Sl  Marks  was 
a  eoDTenient  post  for  the  American  army,  and 
delay  was  Inadmisaible.  He  had  always  nnder- 
stood  (hat  the  Indians  bot  rarely  take  or  defend 
fortresses,  beeanse  they  are  nnskilled  in  the  modes 
of  attack  and  defence.  The  threat,  therefore,  on 
their  part,  to  seize  on  St  Marks,  must  hare  been 
emptf ,  and  would  probably  have  been  impracti- 
cable.  At  all  events,  when  General  Jackson  ar- 


And,  sir,  u|>on  what  plea  is  this  riolation  of 
orders,  and  tht  s  act  of  war  upon  a  foreign  Power, 
attempted  to  be  iustified  ?  Upon  the  ground  of 
coBTeDicnee  of  the  depot  and  the  Indian  threat. 
The  first  he  would  not  serioualy  examine  and 
expose.  If  th.e  Spanish  character  of  the  fort  had 
been  totally  merged  fn  the  Indian  character,  it 
night  have  bcMO  josttfiable  to  seize  it  But  that 
was  not  the  fact;  and  the  bare  possibility  of  its 
beinff  forcibly  taken  by  the  Inoians,  could  not 
jnstuy  oor  anticipating  their  blow.  Of  all  the 
odious  transactions  which  occurred  during  the 
late  war  between  France  and  England^  none  was 
more  condemned  in  Surope  and  m  this  country 
than  the  seizure  of  the  fleet  of  Denmark  at  Co- 
penhagen. And  he  lamented  to  be  obliged  to 
notice  the  analogy  which  existed  in  the  defences 
made  of  the  two  eases.  If  his  recoUeetion  did 
not  deceire  him.  Bonaparte  had  croned  the  Rhine 
and  the  Alps — had  conquered  luly.  the  Nether* 
lands,  Holland,  Hanorer,  Lobec,ana  Hamburg— 
and  extended  his  empire  as  far  as  Altona,  on  the 
side  of  Denmark.  A  few  ^ys'  march  would 
hsTc  carried  him  throagh  Holstein,  orer  the  two 
Belts,  through  Funen,  and  into  the  island  of  Zea- 
land. What  then  was  the  condnct  of  England  ? 
It  was  my  lot,  Mr.  C.  said,  to  fall  into  couTer^ 
satioo  with  an  intelligent  Englishman  on  this 
subject    "  We  knew  (said  he)  that  we  were  fights 

*  ing  for  our  existence.  It  was  absolutely  neees- 
'  sary  that  we  should  preserTO  the  command  of 
'  the  seas.    If  the  fleet  of  Denmark  fell  into  the 

<  enemy's  hands,  combined  with  his  other  fleets, 

*  ibat  command   might  be   rendered   doubtful. 

*  Denmark  had  only  a  nominal  independence. 

<  She  was  in  trnth  subject  to  his  sway.  We  said 
'  to  her,  gtf e  us  your  fleet;  it  will  otherwise  be 

*  taken  possession  of  by  your  secret  and  our  open 
'  enemy.  We  will  preserre  it,  and  restore  it  to 
'  yon  whenerer  the  danger  shall  be  oTcr.  Den- 
'  mark  refused.  Copenhagen  was  bombarded, 
'gallantly  defended,  but  the  fleet  was  seized.'' 
Brerywhere  the  conduct  of  England  was  cen- 
sured ;  and  the  name  even  of  the  negotiator  who 
was  employed  by  her,  and  who  was  subsequently 


the  Minister  near  this  QoTermnent,  was  searceljr 
oTer  pronounced  here  without  coupling  with  it 
an  epithet  indicating  his  participation  in  the  dis- 
graceful transaction.  And  yet  we  are  going  to 
sanctioa  acts  of  Tiolence,  committed  by  our-  ' 
selres,  which  but  too  much  resemble  it !  What 
an  imi^rtant  difierence,  too,  between  the  reUtire 
condition  of  England  and  of  this  country !  She 
perhaps  was  struggling  for  her  existence.  She 
was  combating,  single-handed,  the  most  enormous 
military  Power  that  the  world  has  erer  known. 
Who  were  we  contending  with?  With  a  few 
half-starred,  halfn^lothed,  wretched  Indians  and 
fngitiTO  slaves.  And,  whilst  carrying  on  this  in- 
glorious wai^— inglorious  as  it  regards  the  lanrelf 
or  renown  won  in  it— we  Tiolate  neutral  rightiL 
which  the  Gtovernment  had  solemnlj  pledged 
itself  to  respect,  upon  the  principle  or  conreni- 
ence^  or  upon  the  licht  presompiion  that,  by  pos- 
sibility, a  post  might  br  taken  by  this  miserable 
combination  of  Indians  and  slares. 

On  the  8th  of  April  the  General  writes  from 
St  Marks  that  he  shall  march  for  the  Suwaney  - 
rirer;  the  destrojrtng  of  the  establishments  on 
which  will,  in  his  opinion,  bring  the  war  to  a 
doee.  Aceordinglr,  haTing  effected  that  object, 
he  writes  on  the  SOth  of  April  that  he  belierea 
he  may  say  the  war  is  at  an  end  for  the  present 
He  repeats  the  same  opinion  in  his  letter  to  tne 
Secretary  of  War,  written  six  days  after.  Tha^ 
war  being  thus  ended,  it  might  hare  been  hoped 
that  no  further  hostilities  would  hare  been  com- 
mitted. But,  on  the  83d  of  May,  on  his  way 
home,  he  receives  a  letter  from  the  commandant 
of  Pensacola,  intimating  his  surprise  at  the  inva- 
sion of  the  Spanish  territory,  and  the  acts  of  ho^ 
tility  performed  by  the  American  army,  and  his 
determination,  if  persisted  in,  to  employ  force  to 
repel  them.  Let  us  pause  and  examine  this  pio- 
ceeding  of  the  Governor,  so  very  hostile  and 
afirontive  in  the  view  of  General  Jackson.  Eeo- 
ollect  that  he  was  Governor  of  Florida;  that  ha 
had  received  no  orders  from  his  superiors  to  allow 
a  passage  to  the  American  armf ;  that  he  had 
heard  of  the  reduction  of  St  Marks ;  and  that 
General  Jackson,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  was 
approaching  in  tne  direction  of  Pensacola.  He 
had  seen  the  President's  Message  of  the  25th  of 
March,  and  reminded  General  Jackson  of  it,  to 
satisfy  him  that  the  American  Government  could 
not  have  authorized  all  those  meaanres.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  could  not  read  the  allusion  made  by  the 
Governor  to  that  Message,  without  feeling  that 
the  charse  of  insincerity  which  it  implied  had 
at  least  but  too  much  the  appearance  of  truth 
in  it  Could  the  Governor  have  done  less  than 
wnte  some  such  letter  ?  We  have  only  to  reverse 
situations,  and  to  suppose  him  to  have  been  an 
American  Governor.  General  Jackson  says,  that 
when  he  received  that  letter,  he  no  longer  hesi- 
tated. No,  sir,  he  did  no  longer  hesitate.  He 
received  it  on  the  23d ;  he  was  in  Pensacola  oa 
the  84th,  and  immediately  after  set  himself  be- 
fore the  fortress  San  Carlos  de  Barancas,  whiek 
he  shortly  reduced.  VeniyfridifVicL  Wonderftil 
energy  t    Admirable  promptitude  I    Alas  I  that  it 
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Std  Mit  been  «tt  tmngf  and  A  promptitod*  wlthiii 
e  pftle  of  the  CoDstitotioD,  aad  tceerdhig  to 
the  orden  of  the  Chief  Megutmte  I  It  was  im» 
poatiUe  to  aWe  may  definition  of  war  thai  wonid 
not  comprehend  these  aete.  It  was  open,  andia* 
foised,  and  ndauthoriaed  hosttlitf . 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Masaaebnsetts 
had  endearored  to  deriTetome  avtborttjr  to  Qeo- 
eial  Jackson  from  the  Message  of  the  rreeidenti 
and  the  leuer  of  the  Secreiarf  of  War  to  Got* 
emor  Bihb.  The  message  declares  that  the  Span* 
ith  anthorities  are  to  be  respected  whererer 
antntained.  What  the  President  means  bj  theii 
being  maintainedi  is  explained  in  the  orders  them- 
selves, by  the  extreme  ease  beinc  pnt  of  the  enemy 
seekiii^  shelter  niHler  a  Bpanisfr  fort.  If  oTeo  in 
that  case  he  was  not  to  attack,  certainly  he  was 
not  to  attadc  In  any  case  of  less  stren^h.  The 
letter  to  GoTernor  Bibb  adadits  of  a  similar  ex- 
nfamation*  When  the  Secretary  says,  in  that 
letter,  that  General  Jackson  is  AiUy  empowered 
to  bring  the  Seminole  war  to  a  conclusion,  he 
BMana  that  he  is  so  empowered  by  his  orders, 
which,  b^ng  now  before  as,  mtist  ^peak  ibr  them- 
aeWes.  It  does  not  apfiear  that  General  Jackson 
eff«r  law  that  letter,  which  was  dated  at  this  place 
after  the  eaptnre  or  St.  Marks.  He  woald  take 
a  momentary  glanoeat  the  orders.  On  the  2d  of 
December,  1617,  General  Gaines  was  forbidden 
to  cross  the  Florida  line.  Seyen  days  after^  the 
SearetaryofWar  having  arrired  here,  and  infused 
a  little  more  energy  into  our  councils,  he  was  ao* 
ihoriaed  to  use  a  sound  discretion  in  erossing  it 
or  *oti  On  the  Idth,  he  was  instructed  again  to 
oootlder  himself  at  liberty  to  cross  the  line,  and 
pursue  the  enemy ;  bat,  if  he  took  refuge  under 
a  Spanish  fortress)  the  hex  was  to  be  reported  to 
the  DeparUnent  of  War.  These  orders  were 
ttansmitted  to  Geacial  Jackson,  and  constituted, 
or  ought  to  bare  constituted,  his  guide.  There 
wah  then  no  iuMifiealtoa  for  the  occupation  of 
Peasacola,  and  th^  attack  on  the  Baranoas,  In  the 
Message  of  the  President,  the  letter  to  Governor 
Bttb^  or  in  the  orders  themselves.  The  gentleman 
from  Maasaohasetts  would  pardon  him  for  saving 
that  he  had  undertakea  what  even  his  talents 
were  not  competent  to^the  maintenance  of  di* 
veetly  contradicfory  propositions,  that  It  was  right 
ia  General  Jackson  to  take  Pensacoia,  and  wroag 
in  the  Prcsideat  to  keep  it*  The  gendemaa  has 
made  a  greater  nustake  than  he  suppoaes  General 
Jackson  to  have  done  in  attacking  Pensaesia  for 
«i  Indian  town,  by  attempting  the  defence  both 
of  the  Presiden  t  and  General  Jacksoa.  If  it  were 
dght  HI  him  to  seiie  the  place,  it  is  impossible 
that  it  should  have  been  right  in  the  President 
immediately  to  surrender  it.  We,  sir,  are  *the 
supporters  of  the  President.  We  regret  that  we 
cannot  support  General  Jackson  also.  The  gth- 
tteman^s  liberality  is  mote  comprehensive  than 
ours.  I  approved,  with  all  my  heart,^  the  res- 
toration of  Pensacoia.  I  think  St.  Marks  ought, 
'perhaps,  to  have  beea  also  restored ;  but  I  iMiy  this 
with  doubt  and  diffidence.  That  the  President 
thouflht  the  seinore  of  the  Spanish  posts  was  an 
«ot  of  war,  is  manifest  from  his  opening  Message,  | 


in  wiieh  he  says,  that  td  have  leiaiocd  thea, 
would  hate  changed  our  retntsons  with  8^ a 
do  which  the  power  of  the  Bxeedtive  wsa  iseoa* 
peten^  Caafnn  alone  posseasing  IL  The  Pr» 
ident  has,  Uk  this  inatance,  deserved  wiU  of  hb 
ooantrv*  He  has  taken  the  only  coarse  which  hi 
could  nave  pursued,  consistent  arith  theCoud* 
tution  of  the  land.  And  he  defied  thefentlcau 
to  make  good  both  his  positions,  that  die  Qeien& 
was  right  in  taking,  aad  the  Presideit  richt  a 
giving  up  the  postSw  [Mr.  Houiaa  opniiri 
We  took  these  pasts,  he  said,  to  keeptim  from 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  ann^  in  reiiaii;  then, 
made  it  a  condition  that  Sfmin  ahouMnotta  osr 
enemy  have  them.  We  said  to  her,  heeisyou 
dagger;  we  found  it  In  the  hands  of  svnemT, 
and  having  wrested  it  from  him,  we  restore  iito 
you  in  the  hope  that  you  will  uke  htatt  em  of 
it  for  the  future.]  Mr.  C.  proceeded.  Thegoi* 
tiemanfirom  Massachusetta  waa  truly  uforiBoiir; 
fact  or  principle  was  always  against  kia.  The 
Spanish  posts  were  not  la  the  posseiaon  of  the 
enemy.  One  old  Indian  only  was  foiad  in  the 
Bamneaa,  none  in  Pensacoia,  none  in  SuMub. 
There  was  not  even  the  color  of  a  threst  of  Mia 
occupation  as  it  regards  Penaacola  aod  the  Ba* 
rancas.  Pensacoia  was  to  he  restored  oseoBdi* 
tionailjr,  aad  might,  therefore,  immedistdr  hin 
come  wto  the  possession  of  the  Indiaoo,  if  thef 
had  the  power  and  the  will  to  take  it.  Thofco- 
tleman  was  in  a  dilemma,  from  which  there  vn 
no  escape.  He  gave  up  General  Jsckioo  vhn 
he  supported  the  President;  and  gave  up  the  I^ 
shient  when  he  supported  General  ^eksoa.  Ui* 
C.  said  he  rejoiced  to  have  aeeo  the  PraUat 
manifesting,  by  the  restoration  of  Pansseok,hii 
devotednees  to  the  Constitution.  When  the  whoh 
conntrv  was  ringing  with  platiditsfor  itseapioK} 
he  said  and  he  said  alone,  in  the  limited  eireleia 
which  he  moved,  that  the  Prcsideat  most  sv- 
render  it ;  that  he  could>ot  bold  it.  It  wis  t«f 
his  intention,  he  said,  to  inquire  whether  the  traf 
was  or  was  not  consiitattonnlly  marehel  iitt 
Florida.  It  was  not  a  dear  qnestioa,  and  he  vis 
inclined  to  think  that  the  express  latbority  of 
Congress  ought  to  have  been  asked.  Tbe^ 
tlemaa  from  Massaehosette  would  allow  bia<i^ 
refer  to  a  part  of  the  correSpondeaee  si  (^^ 
diibrent  from  that  which  he  had  qeotcd.  09 
wouM  find  the  condition  of  the  indiaDs  iheieMj 
curately  defined.  And  it  was  widely  miu^  ^ 
the  geatlenwn's  ideas  on  this  subjeet  T^<  ^' 
dians,  according  to  the  statemenu  d  iht  A^iei^ 
lean  Commissionera  at  Ghent,  iaW»iusg  tbe 
United  States,  have  a  qualified  sovereigBtT  ^^^T) 
the  supreme  sovereignty  residing  in  the  Goreri- 
ment  of  the  United  States.  They  lire  uBder 
their  own  laws  aad  customs,  may  ishsbit  tM 
hunt  their  lands ;  but  acknowledge  the  proteetioB 
of  the  United  States,  aad  have  no  tlihx^f^ 
their  lands  but  to  the  Government  of  the  Uoiks 
States.  Foreign  Poarers  or  foreign  subjects  fai'^ 
no  right  to  maintain  any  intercourse  with  *tbi0} 
without  our  permission.  They  are  not,  tbereM 
independent  nations,  as  the  gentleman  sipposti* 
Maintaining  the  relation  described  with  tbo*) 
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w«  muit  «liow  a  miibff  rtUtkm  to  esitt  tetwcctt 
Sp«io  aod  tte  IndiaiM  residing  within  her  do- 
minioBs.  She  matt  be,  therefore,  regarded  as  the 
sorereign  of  Florida,  and  we  are  aeeordinglf 
treating  with  her  for  the  parehase  of  it.  In 
stiietaesi^  then,  we  ought  first  to  hare  demanded 
of  her  to  reelnin  the  Indians,  and,  that  faiUng, 
we  thonld  have  demanded  a  right  of  passage  for 
oar  aro^.  Bat,  if  the  President  had  the  power 
tomarehan  amy  into  Florida  withont  consoltrng 
Spsitt,  and  withoot  the  aothority  of  Congress,  he 
had  oo  power  to  anthorize  any  act  of  hostility 
against  her.  If  the  gentleman  had  oTea  succeed- 
ed in  sbowioff  that  an  authority  was  eonreved  by 
the  Rxeeutive  to  Ckneral  Jackson  to  tate  the 
Spanish  poeia,  he  would  only  have  established 
that  UQcenstiuitaonal  orders  had  been  giTen,  and 
thereby  transferred  the  disapprobation  from  the 
military  officer  to  the  Bxeeutire.  But  no  such 
orders  were,  ia  truth,  given*  The  President  had 
acted  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution,  when  he 
forbade  the  attack  of  a  Spanish  fort,  and  when, 
in  the  same  spirit,  he  surrendered  the  posts  them* 
selves. 

He  would  not  trespass  mach  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  Committee ;  but  he  trusted  he  should 
be  indolged  with  some  few  reflections  upon  the 
danger  of  permitting  the  conduct,  on  which  it 
had  been  his  puinful  duty  to  animadvert,  to  pass, 
wicboat  a  aolemn  expression  of  this  House. 
Recall  to  voar  recollection,  said  he,  the  free  na- 
tions vhien  have  gone  before  us.  Where  are 
tbey  now,  and  how  have  they  lost  their  liberties? 
If  we  could  tmosport  ourselTcs  back  to  the  ages 
when  Greeeo  and  Rome  flourished  in  their 
greatest  proeperity.  aod^  mingling  in  the  throng 
ask  a  QreeiaD  if  lie  did  not  fear  some  daring 
military  chieftain,  covered  with  glory,  some 
Philip  or  Alexander,  would  one  day  overthrow 
bis  iiherties?  No  I  not  the  ceofldent  and  in- 
dignant Gkeeian  would  exclaim,  we  have  no- 
tbmg  to  fear  from  our  htroes ;  our  liberties  will 
be  eteraaL  If  a  Roman  citixen  had  been  asked, 
if  he  did  not  fear  the  conqueror  of  Qaul  might 
esublish  a  throttc  upon  the  ruins  of  the  public 
liberty,  he  would  nave  insuntly  repelled  the 
nojust  insinuation.  Yet  Qreece  had  fallen,  CsMar 
had  pamed  the  Rubicoui  nnd  the  patriotic  arm 
even  of  fimius  could  not  preeerre  the  liberties 
t>f  his  eountxy  1  The  celebrated  Madame  de 
BtaeL  in  ber  last  and  perhaps  best  work,  has 
laid,  that  in  the  very  year,  almost  the  very 
month,  wheo  the  President  of  the  Directory  de- 
clared tbat  monarchy  would  never  Ukore  show 
its  frightlol  head  in  France,  Bonaparte,  with 
his  grenadiers,  entered  the  palace  of  Saint 
Clond,  and,  dispersing  with  the  bayonet  the 
deputies  of  the  people,  deliberating  on  the  aflairs 
of  the  Bute,  laid  the  foundations  of  that  vast 
fabric  of  despotism  which  overshadowed  all 
BSarope.  He  hoped  not  to  be  misunderstood ;  he 
ms  Ua  from  intimating  that  (jkneral  Jackson 
:herished  any  designs  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
be  country.  He  believed  his  intentions  pore 
ind  patriotic.  He  thanked  Qod  that  he  would 
lot,  but  he  thanked  him  still  more  that  he  could 


not,  if  he  would,  oyerturn  the  liberties  of  the  / 
Republic*    But  precedents,  if  bad,  were  frauffht 
witn  the  most  dangerous  consequences.    Man/ 
has  been  described,  by  some  of  those  who  have 
treated  of  bis  nature,  as  a  bundle  of  habits*. 
The  definition  was  much  iruer  when  applied  to 
Qovernments.    Precedents    were   their   habits. 
There  was  one  important  difierence  between  thr 
formation  of  habits  by  an  individual  and  by 
Qovernments.    He  contracts  it  only  after  fre- 
quent repetition.    A  single  instance  fixes  the 
habit  and  determines  the  direction  of  Qovern-  . 
meots.    Against  the  alarming  doctrine  of  on-- 
limited  discretion  in  our  military  eommandera^ 
when  npplied  even  to  prisoners  of  war,  he  must 
enter  his  protest.    It  began  upon  them  ;  it  wooldf 
end  on  us.    He  hoped  that  our  happy  fprm  of 
Qovern ment  was  destined  to  be  perpetual.    But 
if  it  were  to  be  preserved,  it  must  be  by  the 
practice  of  virtue,  by  justice,  by  moderation,  by 
magaanimity,  by  greatness  of  soul,  by  keeping  a 
watchful  and  steady  eye  on  the  Executive ;  and^ 
above  all,  by  holding  to  a  strict  accountability 
the  military  branch  of  the  public  force. 

We  are  fighting,  said  Mr.  C.  a  great  moral 
battle  for  the  benefit,  not  only  of  our  countrv, 
but  of  all  mankind.  The  eyes  of  the  whole 
world  are  in  fixed  attention  upon  us»  One,  and 
the  largest  portion  of  it,  isgaxingwith  contempt, 
with  jealousy,  and  with  envy;  the  other  por- 
tion, with  hope,  with  confidence,  and  with  af- 
fection. Everywhere  the  black  cloud  of  legiti- 
macv  is  suspended  over  the  worldj  rave  onl^r  one 
bright  spot,  which  breaks  out  from  the  political 
hemisphere  of  the  West, -to  brighten,  and  ani- 
HMte,  and  gladden  the  human  heart.  Obscure 
that,  by  the  downfall  of  liberty  here,  and  all 
mankind  are  enshrouded  in  one  universal  dark- 
ness. To  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  belongs  the  high 
privilege  of  transmitting  unimpaired,  to  poster- 
ity, the  fair  character  and  the  liberty  of  our 
country.  Do  you  expect  to  execute  this  high 
trust  by  trampling,  or  suffering  to  be  trampled, 
down  law,  justice,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
rights  of  other  people  ?  By  exhibiting  exam- 
ples of  inhumanity,  and  cruelty,  and  ambition  1 
When  the  minions  of  despotism  heard  in  Bu? 
rope  of  the  seixure  of  Pensacola,  how  did  they 
chuckle,  and  chide  the  admirers  of  our  institu- 
tions, tauntingly  pK>intinff  to  the  demonstration 
of  a  spirit  of  injustice  and  aggrandixement  made 
by  our  country,  in  the  midst  of  amicable  nego- 
twtion.  Behold,  said  they,  the  conduct  of  those 
who  are  constantly  reproaching  Kings.  Yon 
saw  how  those  admirers  were  astounded  and 
hung  their  heads.  You  saw,  too,  when  that  il- 
lustrious man,  who  presides  over  us,  adopted  his 
pacific^  moderate,  and  just  course,  how  they  once 
more  liAed  up  their  heads,  with  exultation  and 
delight  beaming  in  their  countenances.  And 
you  saw  how  those  minions  themselves  were 
finally  compelled  to  unite  in  the  general  praises 
bestowed  upon  our  Qovernment.  Beware  how 
you  forfeit  this  exalted  character.  Beware  how 
you  five  a  fatal  sanction,  in  this  infant  period  of 
our  Republic,  scarcely  yet  two  score  years  old. 
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40  milicarr  iBsubordiiiatioa.  Remember  tbac 
Oreece  had  ber  Alexander,  Rome  had  her  Cesar, 
England  her  Cromwell,  France  her  Bonaparte, 
and,  that,  if  we  would  escape  the  rock  on  which 
they  split  J  we  must  aToid  their  errors. 

How  different  has  been  the  treatment  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  that  modest,  but  heroic  young 
man,  a  natire  of  one  of  the  smallest  States  in 
the  UoioD»  who  achiered  for  his  country,  on 
Lake  Erie,  one  of  the  most  glorious  Tietories  of 
the  late  war.    In  a  moment  of  passion-  he  for- 
got himself,  and  offered  an  act  of  violence,  which 
was  repented  as  soon  as  perpetrated.    He  was 
tried,  and  suffered  the  judgment  pronounced  by 
his  peers.    Public  justice  was  thought  not  even 
<hen  to  be  satisfied.  The  press  and  Congress  took 
up  the  subject.    My  honorable  friend  from  Vir- 
^mia.  (Mr.  Johnson,)  the  faithful  and  consist- 
ent sentinel  of  the  law  and  of  the  Constitution, 
disapproved,  in  that  instance,  as  he  does  in  this, 
and  moved  an  inquiry.    The  public  mind  re- 
mained agitated  and  unappeased  until  the  recent 
atonement,  so  honorably  made  by  the  gallant 
Commodore.    And  was  there  to  be  a  distinction 
between  the  officers  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
public  service?    Are  former  services,  however 
eminent,  to  protect  from  even  inquiring  into  re- 
cent misconduct  ?    Is  there  to  be  no  limit,  no 
prudential  bounds  to  the  national  gratitude  1  He 
was  not  disposed  to  censure  the  President  for 
not  ordering  a  court  of  inquiry  or  a  general 
court  martial.    Perhaps,  impelled  by  a  sense  of 
that  gratitude,  he  determined,  by  anticipation,  to 
extend  to  the  General  that  pardon  which  he  had 
th§  undoubted  right  to  ^rant  after  sentence.  Let 
us,  said  Mr.  C,  not  shrink  from  our  dutv.    Let 
us  assert  our  Constitutional  powers,  and  vindi- 
cate the  instrument  from  military  violation. 

He  hoped  gentlemen  would  deliberately  sur- 
vey the  awful  position  on  which  we  stand.  They 
may  bear  down  all  opposition ;  they  may  even 
vote  the  General  the  public  thanks ;  they  may 
carry  him  triumphantly  through  this  House. 
But,  if  they  do,  in  my  humble  judgment,  it  will 
be  a  triumph  of  the  principle  of  insubordination 
—a  triumph  of  the  military  over  the  civil  an- 
thority — a  Uiumph  over  the  powers  of  this 
House— a  triumph  over  the  Constitution  of  the 
land.  And  he  prayed  most  devoutlv  to  Heaven, 
that  it  might  not  prove,  in  its  ultimate  efficts 
and  consequences,  a  triumph  over  the  liberties  of 
the  Deople. 

m^JouNB^N,  of  Kentucky,  rooe  immediately 
after  Mr.  Ci.ay.  He  felt  himself  called  on.  hav- 
ing been  a  niemberof  the  committee  whicn  bad 
had  this  subject  under  consideration,  and  as  one 
of  the  minority  on  the  report  made  by  it,  to  ex- 
press his  views  of  the  questions  involved  in  the 
report,  and  in  the  propositions  moved  by  way  of 
amendment  to  it.     without  further  preface,  he 

Jroceeded  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  General 
ack.ioo,  in  regard  to  the  trial  and  execution  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  had  been  the  subject 
of  censure,  from  a  mUcanception  of  the  law  and 
of  the  facts  connected  with  it;  and,  particularly, 
by  confounding  two  principles  of  the  laws  ol 


nations,  which  were  in  themaelves  Mpnrnta  lai 
distinct.    The  general  order  direetiog  the  exe- 
cution of  these  men  asserted,  chat  the  subject  oC 
any  nation,  making  war  upon  a  nation  at  peace 
with  that  to  which  he  belong,  u  an  outlaw  and 
a  pirate  J  and,  Mr.  J.  said,  it  was  eonrccily  as- 
serted.   And  the  very  same  page  of  Vaiid,  oa 
which  gentlemen  relied  for  the  support  of  their 
doctrine,  would  bear  him  out  in  that  for  which 
he  contended,  and  with  which  featieoica  had 
confounded  one  entirely  different.    Tbat^  where 
persons  have  joined  the  standard  of  a  belJigereot. 
they  may  claim  the  character  and  nririlcges  of 
the  belligerent  party,  was  a  principle  of  pablie 
law,  was  not  to  be  denied ;  but,  if  an  individual 
takes  upon  himself  to  create  and  carry  oaawat, 
without  authority  from  any  GoTemmeat,  it  ww 
a  principle  equally  undeniable  that  be  b  an  out* 
law  and  a  pirate — not  that  he  is  either  techni- 
cally, but  that,  in  fact  and  by  anal<^,  he  is  so 
to  be  regarded.    It  is  an  esublished  principle  of 
public  law,  that  the  crew  of  any  vesael,  enga- 
ging in  war  without  the  authority  of  any  com- 
mission, may  be  treated  as  pirates,  and  put  to 
the  sword.    If,  on  the  land»  the  like  coarse  be 
pursued,  he  who  is  guilty  of  it  is  an  outlaw  and 
a  bandit,  and  may  be  pot  to  the  sword.    This 
was  one  principle  of  public  law,  and  that  which 
gentlemen  had  triumphantly  asserted,  (and  which 
nobody  denied,)  was  a  wholly  different  one; 
both  not  only  clearly  supported  by  the  antbority 
of  Vatteli  but  in  the  same  page  of  that  reapaeted 
and  excellent  writer. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  would  venture  to  aar,  that  erery 

S round  taken  by  that  man  whose  valor  and  eoa- 
uct  on  the  memorable  eighth  day  of  Janoary,  ia 
the  darkest  period  of  the  late  war,  had  caused 
joy  to  beam  from  ever]|r  face,  would  be  foand 
tenable  on  principles  which  have  prevailed  from 
the  commencement  of  civilization  to  the  present 
day.    He  pledged  himself  to  produce  chapter  and 
verse  to  support  his  cotfduct  in  every  incident  cf 
that  war.    He  considered  the  essential  tateresu\ 
of  justice  and  of  mercy  to  have  been  served  in^ 
the  execution  of  the  foreign  incendaries  who^ 
stimulated  the  Indians  to  barbarities  on  oar  fn»- 
tier  settlers;  and  that  the  military  ooeopstioa 
of  Florida  by  General  Jackson  was  josuiishle 
on  the  broad  basis  of  national  law,  and  of  sscred 
duty  to  his  country.    When  sentlenMa  nnder- 
took  to  say,  that  General  Jackson  bad  not  the 
right  of  retaliation,  let  them  recellest  the  case  of 
proposed  retaliation,  during  the  BevolatioaaTY 
war,  for  the  barbarous  murder  of  Captain  Had- 
d  ie.    And  on  whom  of  the  prisoners  in  our  power 
did  the  lot  fall?    Not  on  a  miserable  interloper, 
but  on  Captain  Asgill,  an.  amiable  and  accom- 
plished officer.    What  then  said  the  Congrtts  of 
the  United  States — that  venerable  and  enlight- 
ened body  which  carried  us  ihroogh  the  Revwe- 
tiooary  conflict ?    What  did  they  say?    Why, 
sir,  not  only  that  the  Commander-in-chief,  hot 
that  every  officer  on  separate  command,  possewed 
the  right  of  retaliation,  and  that  they  would  sap- 
port  him  in  the  exercise  of  it.    It  was  troe,  that 
Asgill  was  released,  for  reasons  of  policy;  bat 
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the  right  of  faUlkcioQ  wm  fullf  MMtuooL^ 
Four  mootiiB,  AAr.  J.  taid,  after  the  fint  hlood 
wa*  »piii  in  the  Revolocioih  at  the  battle  of 
Leziog'too,  and  tiro  months  after  the  memorable 
batiie  of  Banker  Hill,  whieh  abed  each  a  lustre 
upon  our  arms,  and  nearljra  year  before  tbe  Decla- 
ration of  ladepeadenee,  thit  ^oestton  of  the  riffbt 
of  reuliation  was  solemnlf  diaenssed  and  settled 
in  the  correipondence  between  General  Wash- 
ington an^  General  Gace;  in  whieh  the  former 
broadlf  asserted  the  right  of  retaliation,  and  de- 
clared that  he  should  be  goreroed  by  it.  In 
order  to  take  frtmi  onr  commanding  General  this 
right  at  the  present  day,  Mr*  J.  said,  gentlemen 
had  agnin  Uended  and  confounded  principles  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  which,  in  theraselres  were 
entirely  dietlnci.  In  case  of  indiridnals  in  an 
army  ▼iofauing  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the 
known  rules  cif  war,  it  is  a  clear  principle  that 
they  may  be  ponished  with  death;  and  it  was  a 
principle  equally  clear,  that  in  contending  with 
a  savage  foe,  you  are  at  liberty  to  reuliate  on 
them  their  own  usages.  But  gentlemen  bad 
blended  theee  powers  and  rights  with  the  tight 
of  reprisal ;  and  had  confounded  the  power  of 
putting  to  instant  death  acaptiTe— a  right  inher- 
ent in  the  miliury  power  with  which  we  have 
clothed  tbeeommaDder,  and  tbe  eiercise  of  which 
is  a  question  between  himself  and  his  God. 

I  rejoice,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman who  last  addressed  yon,  has  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  intentions  of  General  Jack- 
son, in  what  he  has  done,  were  good.  I  rejoice 
in  it,  sir,  from  my  respect  for  that  gentleman, 
whose  opinion  has  with  me  more  wei|[ht  than 
tfaAt  of  aoy  other  individual;  but  this  is  a  case 
«o  which  the  obstinacy  of  nature  will  not  permit 
floe  to  surrender  my  opinion  to  any  individual 
whatever. 

It  had  been  denied,  that  any  example  could  be 
produced  of  military  execution,  at  the  fiat  of  the 
commanding  General,  in*oar  country.  Mr.  J. 
said,  he  wotud  give  an  instance,  in  which  two  in- 
dividuals were  put  to  death  by  General  Washing- 
ion.  Being  given  up  h^  the  revolted  State  line 
of  Pennsylvania,  as  emissaries,  sent  by  €teneral 
Carlton,  these  men  were  instantly  executed.  For 
this  fact,  Mr,  J.,  referred  gentlemen  to  the  An- 
nual Blister,  which  now  lay  before  him* 

It  had  been  stated,  that  the  crimes  for  which 
these  men  were  executed,  were  offences  not  re- 
eogoised  by  the  lawa  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
J.  denied  the  lact^  and  in  doing  so  meant  offence 
to  no  one.  These  misercants,  who  had  imbrued 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  countrymen*— the 
instigators  of  the  murders,  the  fruits  of  which 
wrere  three  hundred  scalps  in  one  place,  and  in 
ainotber,  although,  according  to  the  documents 
read  by  the  Speaker,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Indians  were  threee  murders  in  arrear  of  us — 
tbese  individuals  had  been  condemned  and  exe* 
euted  in  conformity  to  the  letter,  if  not  to  the 
spirit,  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Ac- 
eording  to  our  rules  and  articles  of  war,  whoever 
should  relieve  the  enemv  with  inoney.  victuals, 
or  ammunition,  or  should  knowingly  harbor  or  I 


protect  them,  or  hold  oorreepoadence  with  the 
enemy,  were  subjected  to  death.  So  far  the  rule 
as  to  our  armv,  which,  by  subsequent  articles, 
was  made  so  broad  as  to  apply  to  the  whole 
human  family.  But,  if  there  was,  in  this  point, 
any  defect  of  power,  here  came  in  the  law  m 
nations  to  supply  the  deficiency ;  for  that  whieh 
subjects  to  death  one  of  our  own  citizens,  shall 
much  more  subject  to  death  the  foreign  incen* 
diary.  Bxamples,  in  illustration  of  this  doctrine, 
were  plentifully  scattered  on  the  page  of  history. 
What  was  the  fact,  said  he,  as  to  the  trial  of  the 
distinguished  officer  who  was  Adjuunt  General 
of  the  British  forces,  during  the  Revolution? 
He  was  convicted  on  his  own  eois^Ssatioii,  and  by 
a  court  composed  of  six  major  generals  and  eight 
brigadier  generals.  General  Jackson,  Mr.  J,  said. 
was  only  loUowing  in  the  steps  of  those  who  had 
gone  before.  He  was  not  here,  he  said,  about 
to  maintain  that  General  Jackson  was  faultless; 
if  he  had  no  faults,  he  would  not  be  human— but 
he  stood  here  to  maintain  his  devotion  to  his 
country ;  and  that,  in  the  course  he  had  pursued 
in  the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbuthnor  and  Am- 
brisler,  he  had  onlv  trodden  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  immortal  Washington. 

As  to  the  execution  of  the  two  Indian  warriors, 
by  the  exercise  of  a  summary  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  the  distinction  made  between  their  case 
and  that  of  the  white  men,  the  reason  was  ob- 
vious to  every  man  who  had  ears  and  would  hear, 
or  who  bad  eyes  and  would  see.  In  relation  to 
the  Indian  chiefs,  their  color  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  their  subjection  to  his  right  of  dispoeing 
of  them  as  justice  required.  The  law  of  nations 
clothed  him  with  the  power  to  put  an  end  to  their 
existence.  As  to  the  stratagem  of  which  jjentle- 
men  had  complained,  no  one  was  less  disposed 
than  himself  to  look  with  a  favorable  eye  on  such 
stratagems  as  were  contrarv  to  moralitv.  But 
there  was  no  immorality  in  hoisting  the  flag  of  a 
foreign  Power,  nor  in  capturing  the  person  of  your 
enemy  when  he  unwarily  puts  himself  in  your 
power.  Nor,  in  what  had  been  done  in  relation 
to  these  Indians,  was  there  any  violation  of  hu* 
manity  or  of  public  law.  Do  they  meet  us  in 
honorable  eombati  said  Mr.  J.  In  the  case  of 
the  unfortunate  Mrs.  Garret,  did  they  meet  us  in 
honorable  conflict  there?  When  they  burnt  the 
seaman  alive^  whom  they  had  previously  tarred 
and  feathered,  did  they  meet  us  in  open  combat  f 
Was  the  war  one  in  which  Greek  met  Greek,  or 
an  American  met  the  citizen  or  subject  of  any 
civilized  nation?  If  it  were,  the  course  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  so  far  from  receiving  approbatiooi 
would  deserve  execration.  But,  considering  the 
treacherous  enemy  he  had  to  cope  with,  and  tht 
object  of  his  measures,  which  was  to  give  secu- 
rity to  the  frontier,  and  to  save  the  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  the  blood,  and  even  of  the  treasure 
of  the  nation ;  when  I  think  on  this,  said  Mr.  J., 
I  do  not  censure  General  Jackson,  but,  as  before 
my  God,  I  give  him  my^hanka.  But  for  has 
energy,  what  would  have  been  the  consequence? 
The  frontier  of  Georgia  would  have  been  deluged 
with  bloodf  as  it  has  been  once  before,  and  the 
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CicieoMD  from  Qcorfift  (Mr.  Cobb)  iroald  o^in 
Te  otUed  apoo  ns,  wiln  a  voice  of  Mtriotitoi, 
aad  a  Toice  of  thnader,  too,  lo  pay  ibe  gailaai 
Ckorciaas  for  floiag  ofitost  the  Beminoies. 

with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jaetnon, 
Mr%  J.  saM)  ho  ■hoold  enter  into  ao  loog  argo- 
meat,  hot  he  differed  ezeeediogly  from  bis  hoo* 
onible  eolleagae.  Have  we  not  a  right,  said  be, 
to  dietate  terms  to  a  oooqtiered  enemy  ?  Wis  oot 
the  mur  which  was  terminated  by  that  treaty  an 
unprovoked  warl  Was  it  not  instmted  agaiBst 
VB,  and  without  canse,  on  the  part  orthe  Indians  1 
On  whose  head  thonld  the  blood  fill,  if  yon  can<' 
not  control  the  Indians  with  the  bible  ?  I  wish 
to  God  yoB  eonld,  said  Mr.  J.,  and  towards  that 
oMect  I  will  do,  and  have  done,  as  mnch  in  my 
mere  as  any  oae.  There  is  at  this  moment,  in 
tne  heart  of  my  country,  a  school  for  the  edoca* 
tion  of  the  Indians  in  the  arts  of  civil  life.  But 
when  yon  come  into  contact  with  them — when 
they  flonrish  their  tomahawk  over  jrour  head — 
are  you  to  meet  them  with  the  bible  in  your 
hands,  nnd  invoke  their  obedience  of  that  holy 
reliaiott  of  which  the  Speaker  tells  us  ?  I  should 
be  tne  last  to  raise  the  sword  against  them,  if  the 
employment  of  such  means  would  appease  their 
fury.  Bxperience  had  shown  it  would  oot ;  and 
it  became  necessary  to  meet  and  chastise  them. 
And  would  any  man  say  that,  having  pot  down 
their  hostility  oy  force,  we  had  not  a  right  to  dic- 
tnte  to  them  the  terms  of  peace?  We  had  the 
ri^ht,  and  we  made  the  treaty.  That  treaty  re* 
eeivca  the  sanction  of  every  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment—this House  among  them — (by  the  appro- 
Ciation  to  carry  it  into  effect,)  and  it  was  too 
te  now  to  disturb  it. 

But,  in  re^rd  to  the  Indian  tribes,  an  extraor- 
dinary doctnoe  had  been  advanced— that  the^ 
are  to  be  considered,  in  everv  respect,  in  negoti- 
ating with  them,  as  independent  nations.  What, 
then,  Mr.  J.  askedj  should  we  aay  of  the  Treaty 
of  Qrenville,  depriving  those  tribes  with  whom  it 
was  made  of  all  the  superior  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty 1  What  was  to  beconv?  of  the  declarations  of 
•  our  Commissioners  at  Ghent,  where  the  British 
Government  demanded,  as  a  etne  qua  nan,  that 
we  should  not  only  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Indians,  but  should  establish  certain 
boundaries,  within  which  the  lands  belongine  to 
the  Indians  should  never  be  sold  to  us?  with 
what  indignation  had  that  proposition  been  met ! 
The  Indians,  Mr.  J.  said,  were  in  fact  mere  ten- 
ants ai  suffirance :  not  that  he  would  treat  them 
with  harshness— for  he  never  would.  That  the 
piinetple  that  we  have  a  right  to  occupy  the  coun- 
try. Independently  of  the  qualified  right  of  the 
Indians,  wae  recognised,  not  only  by  the  Treaty 
o€  Grenville,  but  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  her- 
self, who,  in  the  Treaty  of  1795,  stipulated  to  keep 
the  Indians  within  her  boundaries  from  disturb- 
ing our  frontiers.  And  yet,  after  all  this,  it  was 
contended  that  we  had  been  fighting  with  a  sov- 
ereign and  independent  Power. 

^  to  the  war,  the  constitutionalitv  of  which 

had  been  doubted,  Mr.  J.  said,  the  President  of 

he  United  States  was  not  only  authorised,  but  it 


bis  haanden  dirty,  to  make  war  an  the  &«i^ 
iaole  ladians.  Admtt,  for  the  srice  of  argumcsi, 
that,  beyond  our  boundary,  Aey  were  to  be  toi- 
sidered  as  eMnising  a  sovereigii  and  independctt 
authority,  what  would  gentlemen  gain  by  that sd> 
mission  v  If  it  were  true,  had  w«  not  a  right  u 
trace  tiwm  to  their  acroag  hoMs,  c«uo  in  a  neu- 
tral conairy  ?  Oa  that  point  tfa*  espesiisn  of 
the  laws  of  aationa  were  not  silent.  It  was  tken 
laid  down,  that  you  may  ptvrsue  a  retreating  ca^ 
my  into  a  neutral  country,  if  the  Qoveraneat  of 
that  country,  either  from  paitklity  lo  htm,  oi 
from  inabiltty  to  prevent  it,  shall  not  stop  ihe 
progreu  of  the  retreating  armv. 

Now,  as  to  aaother  poiat  whidb,  perha^  eoa- 
siderinff  it  as  too  delicate,  the  Military  Commits 
tee  had  not  thought  proper  to  approadi.  Mr.  I 
said  he  should  bt  deterred  by  no  such  metivt, 
from  exaauoing  the  qucetlen  of  the  power  of  las 
President  to  prosecute  this  Indian  war,  and  from 
censuriuff  him,  if,  in  doing  so,  he  usurped  power 
or  ezeeedod  his  doty.  As  early  aa  the  year  1767, 
the  Congress  had  authorized  the  statioaia^  of 
troops  oa  the  frontier,  to  proteet  it  from  the  la- 
dians, aad  the  calling  out  of  the  nailitia  for  tbc 
same  purpose.  And  this  newer  had  been  aetei 
on,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  law  of  1796  »t- 
tied  the  point  conclusively  that,  without  a  dccl» 
ration  or  wnr  bf  CongressL  the  President  had  tbt 
right  to  make  war  upon  ine  savages ;  or,  io  the 
words  of  the  law,  on  the  Indian  tribes.  Let  ai^ 
said  Mr.  J^  look  at  our  own  powers— ao4  bow 
have  we  diseharged  them^aatcadof  attemptiaf 
to  divest  other  branches  of  the  QoTernmeat  a 
their  no wera.  What  was  our  duty  ?  To  prorMi 
for  calling  oot  the  militia— for  what?  To  e»* 
cute  the  laws,  to  suppress  inaurreetlon.  and  a 
repel  invasion.  It  was  on  that  prineiple  that  iki 
power  was  granted  to  the  Executive  of  this  eoaa- 
try  to  chastise  the  ruthless  savages  for  iodivi^oil 
murders,  or  for  murdera  committed  with  tkeit 
combined  force.  Has  the  Pfcatdent,  thto,  aid 
Mr.  J.J  violated  hia  authority  1  CMavly  not. 
And  if  you  take  from  him  this  authority,  vhieh 
he  has  so  rightfully  exereiaed,  what  is  to  oecoais 
of  our  citizens  on  the  froatieral  The  bssrt  of 
our  country  might  he  peoetiated,and  the  ssvsyes 
besiege  our  very  doors,  whilst  we  are  oakiag 
long  speeches  nbout  the  polioy  aad  haoaaity  of 
repressing  their  hostilities.  Had  such  beta  the 
case  in  the  recent  instance,  either  ham  a  defect 
in  the  law  or  ia  the  exeeutiott  of  tb»  law,  the 
people  would  have  said,  our  Qoromment  is  a 
rope  of  sand,  and  the  blood  and  trsisate  spent  ia 
its  establtshment  have  been  lavished  in  vain 
Aeeording  to  the  fint  word  of  military  commasd, 
a  little  varied,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Biees- 
tive  to  take  care  that  the  laws  of^  the  Union  sie 
executed,  aad  that  invasion  is  repelled  |  and  f« 
this  purpose  he  may  use  the  regular  or  milioi 
force  of  the  country.  Would  it  not  be  an  ian* 
sion  to  have  our  helpless  women,  and  the  is^t 
descendants  of  those  who  have  fought  our  bstiles, 
butchered  by  the  indiscriminate  tomahavk  atd 
scalpinff  knife  ?  And  would  it  not  be  a  violaiios 
of  the  laws  of  the  country  to  permit  the  bssdi 
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r  ih«  hditii  ti>  !•  tebrwd  in  Ae  bkod  •£  Mr 

Ii  ba<l  beea  npreMOied,  in  paUialion  of  Inimn 
oiiiiitf ,  tod  in  darogfttioo  from  the  ivttioe  of 
19  war,  Uuit  kdividifaU  of  the  whites  had  atoien 
itUe  belongifl^  to  the  Indians.  If  s«th  were  the 
Mt,  Mr.  J.  wid,  waa  it  not  hnown  ihnf  chcae  of- 
ioders  mahl  ha  indiridaalljr  pnnishadl  But 
W8  it  oat  Eaawn  that  the  chnracter  of  Indian 
rar,  asltss  vhare  the  Indians  had  in  some  da^e 
eceived  the  light  of  ciTilizttion,  was  iadlacrtnii* 
ate  morder?  Did  not  President  Wnshington 
la^e  war  an  thttt  for  elaTon  yean,  from  1783  to 
794)  witbottt  an  express  anthority  by  kw  for 
oiBff  10?  When  the  gailant  Bcott,  of  &entnoky, 
!d  his  Kaotaeky  hrethfan  against  the  Indian 
oemy,  wu  it  in  conseqneoce  of  a  formal  an* 
hariiy  lo  aahe  war,  or  under  an  apprepriaiidn 
i>r  tbs  expease,  merelyi  of  the  expedition  f  And 
r  we  were  oot  at  libertT  to  pnrsne  this  eonrsa,  in 
rhat  coadition  would  he  piaeed  the  nnforionnte 
rtiler  oa  the  frontier  of  Qeorgia)  in  Alabaoia,  io 
dississippi,  and  in  Michigan  1 

If  he  was  justified  in  right,  nnd  in  the  sirialest 
Dterpreiaiion  of  Inw,  in  what  be  had  done,  ns 
dr.  J.  eoateaded  Gknerai  Jackson  was,  ho  conid 
lot  see  OB  what  principle  so  great  n  hostiltty  wns 
sised  sfiiflst  one  of  the  naost  distiogaishea  ofi« 
9rB  of  ihs  eooatry,  who  bad  horno  the  helmet  in 
be  front  of  battle  in  fightinff  iu  caose;  whose 
ireryobjeet  wastho  gpod  m  his  eonntrj;  and 
rbo  eojof  ed  the  nfieetion  of  the  country  m  n  de* 
:ree  not  to  be  taken  from  him  bat  by  treaaon  or 
k«  ifflpatation  of  improper  motiTes^  Do  wo  not, 
•id  Mr.  J.,  stand  in  need  of  military  famo  1  Do 
PS  not  want  it  to  seenre  tis  reitpect  in  Bnrope  ? 
J9  we  not  want  ic  at  home  ? 

Mr.  J.  Chen  proceeded  lo  toncb  npon  the  epin- 
on  of  his  honomble  friend  and  coUeagtte--^or 
rbom  be  felt  not  only  friendship^  hot  affection*^ 
bat  these  iooendiaries  were  pnt  to  death  wtthoni 
'^^cttUy*  He  argued  that,  though  after  destroy* 
H  Mickasaky  and  burning  the  Sownney  towns, 
ieaeral  Jackson  thought  we  war  was  al  an  end, 
i«  was  afisrwaids  conTlnesd  be  hnd  been  mia- 
aken ;  so  maeh  so,  that  he  had  found  it  neaessnry 
forwards  to  ga  to  Pensncola»  and  to  tanve  two 
lottpaaies  to  seeur  the  conntrjr  around  it,  who 
vere  now  fighting  gaUnntly  against  the  sairage% 
rbo  wouid  hafe  delnged  the  country  in  blood 
Minor  these  measutcs.  It  «ns  kiad,  if  not  just, 
0  Geaeral  Jackson,  to  uke  the  reasons  which  he 
aotself  assigned  as  the  ground  of  his  natasurea. 
ie  stood  before  this  House  not  only  as  a  jpwnt 
aptaiD^t  as  a  man  of  sound  sense  nnd  diasre- 
jott.  Qeatlenen  had  said'  the  war  wns  nt  an  and. 
int  how  many  of  the  enemy  had  been  killed? 
400X  to  the  iaot,  in  relaUon  to  the  power  of  the 
nemy.  They  yet  existed,  when  the  senteneo  of 
*^^^  ^fu  carried  into  effect  against  Aibuthnot 
ed  Ambrister,  ia  a  force  of  greater  amount  than 
hat  which  General  Jackson  had  with  him.  Look 
t  the  commanication  of  Arbutbnot,  stating  their 
oiee  10  he  thtea  thousand  five  hundred  men; 
vppose  these  initjmitors  of  the  wnr  bad  been  suf*- 
etcd  to  f emain  aai  go  at  tnrge  i  fuppuse  the  be*- 


nign  inflnenoe  of  mercy,  in  thn  brenst  of  this 
iMmorable  and  reapecuble  court  martial,  had 
weighed  down  the  scale  of  jnstice,nad  these  men 
fand  been  discharged,  what  would  have  been  the 
situation  of  the  frontier  of  Geof|»ia?  Would  it 
not  hafc  been  the  same  as  during  the  Brttisb 
warl  These  ignorant  sarages  were  deluded  by 
their  abettors  into  a  belief  that  they  were  compe* 
tent  to  cope  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Of  the  twelve  chiefs  who  signed  the  power  of 
attomev  to  Arbutbnot,  though  two  had  been 
hung,  tnere  yet  remained  ten,  and  three  thousand 
men  who  formed  tbeir  command,  to  make  battle 
ngainst  oor  forces  nnder  the  Instigation  of  the 
miscreants  who  had  before  stimulated  them  to 
war  against  us,  and  to  their  own  ultimate  ruin* 
Mr.  J.  wns  proceeding  to  show  that  these  men 
deserred  the  name  of  miscreants,  when,  on  sug« 
gestion  of  a  genttemao  near  him,  he  gare  way  for 
a  moment,  and  the  Committee  rose. 


TnonnnAT,  January  81. 

Mr.  LiTEBMOBE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Postmaster  General  to  contract,  ns 
in  other  cases,  for  carrying  the  mail,  in  steam- 
boats, betweea  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  wnich  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BLOOMPinLO  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Joseph  de  Beanlieu  j  which  was  read, 
when  Mr4  B.  reported  a  btU  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Lewis  Joseph  de  Beanlieu ;  which  was  read 
twice,  aad  ooounitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tfi  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Hannah  Ring  and  Luther  Frink. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fi^AaAMTO,  the  Committeo 
of  Commerce  and  Manufiictures  were  instructnd 
to  inaairo  into  the  expediency  of  authoriziag  the 
sale  of  a  lot  of  land  with  the  house  thereon,  situ* 
ated  nt  Bermuda  Hundred  on  James  river,  in 
Virginia,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
foonerly  used  ns  a  custom-house. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "Annctsuppleman* 
tary  to  the  not  entitled  an  net  to  provide  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  acooonts,"  was  read 
the  third  time  and  pasaed* 

The  Srnknnn  laid  before  tbe  House  a  laitct 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  taansmitting 
the  informaiioa  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  4th  Instant  in  relntion  to  shipn 
engnged  in  the  slaTo  trade,  which  have  bees 
seined  and  condemned ;  nnd  of  the  disposition 
which  has  been  mnde  of  the  neroes  by  the  imw* 
era!  State  govemmaats  under  wnoee  jurisdiction 
they  hnre  nllen ;  which  was  read  and  commit* 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whicb  is 
committed  the  bHl  supplemenury  to  the  sevemi 
nets  prohibiting  the  importntion  of  sinves. 

Mr.  HAnBinoR,  from  the  eovamittee  upon  the 
imptOTcment  in  the  organisation  and  discipUiie 
of  the  miHtin,  mnde  a  report;  whicb  was  read, 
I  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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THE  SEMINOLB  WAR. 

^  The  Committee  faaTiog  agmia  up  the  the  sab- 
jeet  of  the  Semioole  wir — 

Mr.  JoHMsoiff  resumed  the  speech  which  was 
iDterrapted  by  yesterday's  adjourmaeat.  He  coa- 
gratulated  himself,  he  said,  that  the  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  occasion  was  not  a  factious  dif- 
ference. When  he  glanced  at  the  characters  of 
those  who  had  already  spoken  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  question,  he  saw  with  pleasure  that  this 
was  no  mere  party  squabble.  He  took  this  op- 
|M>rtanity  to  disclaim,  in  the  most  direct  and  posi- 
lire  manner,  any  intention  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  any  of  his  ralued  friends  who  were  opposed  to 
him  on  thu  question;  and,  though  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  community  required  a  free 
and  unreserTcd  discussion,  he  ueciared  he  should 
feel  the  same  warmth  of  friendship  to-day  to- 
wards gentlemen,  as  friends  and  politicians,  which 
he  didl>efore  the  commencement  of  this  debate. 

He  had  already  stated,  he  said,  that  General 
Jackson  displayed  more  knowledge  in  the  wilds 
of  Florida,  on  this  subject,  than  any  member  who 
had  taken  part  in  this  discussion ;  and  that  gen- 
tlemen had  blended  two  principles  in  the  laws  of 
nations  together,  the  distinction  between  which 
General  Jackson  had  seen  and  observed.  The 
one  was  the  case  of  Toluateers  entering  a  foreign 
serrice,  for  the  purpose  of  improfing  themseWet 
in  the  use  of  arms  and  the  knowledge  of  the  art 
of  war — which  esse  is  thus  stated  in  Yattel,  p. 
401,  sec.  290:  "The  noble  view  of  gaining  in* 

*  struction  in  the  art  of  war,  and  thus  acquinng  a 

*  greater  degree  of  ability  to  render  useful  ser- 
'  vices  to  their  country,  has  introduced  the  cus- 
'  lorn  of  serving  as  volunteers  even  in  foreig^n 
^armies;  and  the  practice  is  undoubtedly  Justi- 

*  fted  by  the  sublimitv  of  the  motive.  At  present. 
'  volunteers,  when  taken  bv  the  enemy,  are  treated 

*  as  if  they  belonged  to  the  army  in  which  they 

*  "fight.  Nothing  can  be  more  reasonable;  thej, 
'in  fact,  join  that  army,  and  unite  with  it  in 

*  supporting  the  same  cause;  and  it  makes  little 

*  difierence  In  the  case  whether  they  do  this  in 
'  compliance  with  any  obligation,  or  at  the  spon- 
'  taneous  impulse  of  their  own  free  choice."  Such 
was  the  case  of  Kosciusko,  of  Lafayette,  and  the 
other  illustrious  foreigners  who  entered  our  armies 
during  the  Revolution,  who  were  volunteers  in 
the  b^t  of  causes,  but  whose  rights  would  not 
have  been  lessened  had  the  cause  been  that  of 
despotism  and  tyranny,  instead  of  that  of  freedom 
and  independence,  but  this  case  was  widely 
different  irom  that  of  interlopers,  exciters  of  wars, 
and  enemies  of  the  human  race^  who  might  be 
hung  up,  and  oucht  to  be,  by  military  law,  as  so 
many  robbers  and  pirates.  In  the  course  pursued 
by  General  Jackson,  then,  and  in  his  doctrine  to 
which  exception  has  been  taken,  he  is  even  more 
Ihan  borne  out  by  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations, 
as  Mr.  J.  showed  by  the  following  references: 
Yattel,  p.  400,  sec.  226.    "  Even  after  a  declara- 

*  tion  of  war  between  two  nations^  if  the  peasants 

*  of  themselves  commitany  hostilities,  the  enemy 
'  shows  them  no  mercy,  but  haufs  them  up  as  he 
'  would  so  many  robbers  or  banditti.    The  crews 


'  of  private  ships  of  war  sund  in  the  nme|n- 
'  dicament:  a  commission  from  the  Sormgior 

*  Admiral  can  alone,  in  case  they  are  csptored, 
'  insure  them  such  treatment  as  is  given  toprisoih 

<  ers  taken  in  regular  warfare."  Martens,  p.27S. 
'  b.  6.  **  The  violences  committed  by  the  sobjeeti 
'  of  one  nation  against  those  of  another,  witJioit 
'  authority  from  their  Sovereign,  are  now  looked 

<  upon  as  robberies,  and  the  perpetntonanex- 

*  eluded  from  the  rights  of  lawful  eoemio.* 
Page  889.  ''Those,  not  authorixed  from  that 
'  Sovereign,  who  take  upon  themselres  Co  sttsck 

*  the  enemy,  are  treated  by  him  u  btoditu'.* 
Page  d84.  ^  Those  who,  unauthorised  bf  the 
'  order  of  their  Sovereign,  ezereite  Tiolencet 
'  against  an  enemjTi  ^^^  ^aiI  into  thst  esemy'i 
'  hands,  have  no  right  to  expect  the  trcstoett 
'  due  to  prisoners  of  war:  the  eneny itjostifiiUc 

*  in  putting  them  to  death  as  bandiuL"  The  en- 
deuce  before  the  court  sufficiently  eiublished  the 
facts  on  which,  under  the  above  piaigei  of  the 
law  of  nations,  Gkneral  Jackson  wu  sathorized, 
if  not  bound  to  proceed. 

Was  it  supposed  by  gentlemen,  Mr.  I.  ssked, 
that  General  Jackson  was  so  ignomt  of  die 
language  of  his  country  that  be  did  not  nn^ff' 
sUnd  the  meaning  of  the  words  <*  pirate  sod  ott- 
law  1"  An  outlaw  the  convict  certaidy  wu,u 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  sovereinty  of  Grot 
Britain  or  of  anv  other  nation.  In  reiaiioo  to 
the  term  *' pirate,'*  it  had  other  meaningt  than  io 
technical  one:  there  were  pirates  oq  IsodisveD 
as  on  the  ocean.  We  are  not  here,  ssid  Mr.  J. 
to  inquire  whether  General  Jackson  used  tfefaii- 
cal  terms,  but  whether  he  did  substsstiallf  ib< 
legally  riffht.  While  we  are  searcbioff  oorlif 
books  and  libraries  for  our  definitions,  I  hope  r 
shall  not  lose  sight  of  the  difference  betwees  on 
situation  and  that  of  the  General  while  ii  tkc 
field  ;  while  our  heads  repose  on  downf  piiioai 
and  we  can  rise  up  and  lie  down  when  wep/eese, 
he  bad  an  object  to  accomplish,  at  everf  hu^t^ 
and  at  every  cost,  which  he  could  not  have  it* 
tained  if  he  had  not  acted  as  he  did.  Woald  yos 
rather,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  these  men  were  liTiog 
and  the  country  deluged  in  blood,  or  that  ibMc 
men  should  have  suffered  accordieg  to  their  de- 
serts? These  men  had  been  guilty  of  tistjor 
which  one  of  our  own  citixens  woaM  hire  been 
put  to  death  j*  and  they  were  properl/  •«  »"* »' 
Ji^ly  put  to  death,  in  porsuaaee  of  Oeneni 
Jackson^  object,  which  was,  according  to  hu  in- 
structions, to  put  a  speedy  and  effeetasl  end  M 
hostilities  so  unprovoked.  Theie  men  uTiof 
said  Mr.  J.,  the  tomahawk  and  oenlpins  u« 
would  have  been  sharpened  anew,  snd  oiMr 
emissaries  would  have  derived  encoanffemw 
from  their  in^punity.  Answer  me  thii,  Mr.  C)a»' 

•  Articles  of  War.— 66.  "  Whosoever  ehtll  t^ 
the  enemy  with  money*  victusls,  or  ammoDttioB^ 
shall  knowingly  harbor  or  protect  sa  wmbj,  >^ 
suflnr  dssthy  dke. 

67.  « Whosoever  shaU  be convietsd of  boldbgc^ 
respondence  with,  or  givug  intelligenes  Is  die  •oc^ 
either  diiecay  or  indinel^t  shaU  saftr  dssth,"  s« 
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nan — had  yon  rather  that  the  MiaMtMppi  audits 
rarioos  waten,  the  ooootry  to  the  Lakes,  and 
>eyond  them  to  the  North  Pole,  shoaid  hare  been 
eopardized,  that  New  Orleans  should  hare  passed 
rom  yoar  power  into  the  hands  of  the  British 
luring  the  late  war,  or  that  martial  law  shoold 
save  been  there  established  for  a  short  timel 
For  even  that  is  now  brought  into  riew,  which 
:oDtribaled  so  much  to  the  glory  as  well  as  safety 
md  honor  of  the  country.  If  a  man  did  not  pre- 
lent  himself  in  the  attitude  of  suspicion,  martial 
aw  did  not  affect  him.  I  presume,  sir,  at  least  I 
iiope,  had  I  been  there^  I  shoold  hate  had  no  rea- 
son to  dislike  it*  I  hare  no  particular  respect  for 
ihat  desire  of  locomotion  which  could  not  bear 
to  be  restrained  within  certain  bounds  when  the 
reterans  of  Wellington  were  to  be  met  by  the  raw 
men  of  Kentucky  and  of  Tennessee:  I  do  not 
like  that  delicate  fastidiousness  of  martial  law. 
when  the  enemy  is  knocking  at  the  gate.  All 
men  worthy  of  their  country  would  make  the 
sserifice  reautred  of  (hem  on  such  occasions.  If, 
for  want  of  proper  energy  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
manding Qeneral,  New  Orleans  had  fallen  into 
the  possession  of  our  enemy,  what  would  huTe 
befallen  the  inhabitants,  independently  of  the 
sacrifice  of  property  and  life  ?  Beauty  and  booty 
was  the  watchword  of  the  enemy.  Had  you 
rather,  sir,  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  his 
object,  or  that  this  oatriot  should  have  put  mili- 
tary law  in  force?  As  to  the  Genemi,  whose 
conduct  I  am  proud  to  vindicate,  said  Mr.  J.,  I 
consider  him  in  the  grave  as  to  ambition— if  he 
ever  had  any — which  I  never  saw  in  him,  except 
the  ambi  tion  to  serve  his  country.  I  do  not  speak 
of  him  because  he  is  living,  and  that  I  ever  ez* 
pect  to  see  again  those  eyes  that  never  winked  at 
dsoger  when  he  was  called  upon  to  meet  it.  He 
has  added  to  the  military  glory  of  his*  country 
more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  living  citizen; 
and,  in  the  view  of  all  statesmen  and  sli  writers 
OQ  national  law,  the  glory  of  a  nation  constitutes 
oDe  of  its  greatest  bulwarks  of  strength. 

I  now  come,  said  he|to  the  consideration  of  the 
right  of  the  rresideni  to  make  war  on  the  sav- 
ages I  and  on  that  point  I  contend  that  we  have 
on  the  statute  book  a  perpetual  declaration  of  war 
aninst  them.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  take  down 
the  expression,  and  attend  to  my  explanation— I 
say  we  have  a  permanent  and  everlasting  deda- 
ration  of  war — and  why  ?  The  reason  is  very 
obvious.  I  shall  not  diner  from  gentlemen  as  to 
the  policy  and  justice  of  observing  the  duties  of 
humanity  towards  that  unfortunate  people.  Qod 
forbid  that  a  drop  of  Indian  blood  should  be  spilt 
except  on  the  principles  of  civilized  man.  But 
the  Fresident  would  be  wanting  in  his  duty  to 
his  country  and  to  his  Qod,  if  he  did  not  use  the 
strong  arm  of  power  in  putting  down  the  savages 
by  the  force  he  is  authorized  to  employ,  if  they 
cannot  be  put  down  by  the  precepts  oi  our  holy 
religion ;  and  Cone ress,  had  they  not  passed  such 
a  siatote,  would  be  wanting  in  duty  to  their 
country.  Do  the  Indians  ever  declare  war  against 
their  enemy  1  Do  they  embody  themselves  and 
eogage  in  open  conflict  with  their  adversary,  or 


do  thay  come,  like  a  thtef  in  the  night,  and  cany 
death  to  the  unfortunate  women,  to  the  aged  and 
infirm  men,  and  the  children  whom  they  meet  in 
their  incursions?    Is  or  is  not  that  the  universal 
practice?    Let    history   answer    the   question. 
Should  we,  under  these   circumstances,  have 
acted  rightly,  to  take  no  precaution,  bat  fold  our 
arms  in  listless  apathy,  until  roused  by  the  In- 
dian yell  ?    Our  predecessors  too  well  knew  their 
dutv  to  do  that.    As  early  as  1787,  and  farther 
baoK  if  it  were  necessary  to  trace^  provisions  of 
the  same  nature  as  those  now  existing  were  en« 
acted  by  the  venerable  Ck>ngres8  of  the  Confed- 
eration.   By  various  statutes  the  same  provisions 
had  been,  continued  to  the  present  day.    The 
statute  gave  to  the  President  a  discretionary 
power  to  employ  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
and  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  repress  Indian 
hostility ;  and  gave  it  to  him  properly,  on  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution.    By  the  Constitu* 
tion.  the  President  is  made  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army  i  and  it  is  made  his  duty  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  are  executed,  to  suppress  in- 
surrections and  repel  invasions;  and,  by  the  same 
instrument,  it  is  made  our  duty  to  provide  foe 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  be  employed  in  these 
objects.    That  power  has  been  exercised  in  the 
manner  which  will  be  shown  by  the  law  of  the 
United  States.    [Mr.  J.  here  requested  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  statute  to  which  he  alluded;*  and  it 
was  read  accordingly.]    Now,  Mr.  J.  said,  he 
thought  this  was  a  declaration  of  war  of  at  least 
equal  dignity  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sav- 
ages maxe  war  against  us,  and  to  the  light  in 
which  we  view  them.    We  treat  them,  it  is  true, 
and  we  ought  to  treat  them,  with  humanity ;  we 
have  given  them  privileges  beyond  all  other  na* 
tiona;  but  we  reserve  the  right  to  repel  their  in- 
vasions, and  to  put  to  death  murderers  and  vio* 
lators  of  our  peace,  whether  Indians  or  white 
men. 

Having  attempted  to  prove  that  General  Jack* 
son  was  correct  in  his  principle  of  pablie  laW| 
and  that,  both  by  law  and  the  Constitution,  it 
was  the  right  and  bounden  dutv  of  the  Sxeea* 
tive  to  carry  on  war  against  the  savage  tribes 
when  they  took  up  arms  against  us,  Mr.  J.  said, 
he  would  pass  on  to  the  power  of  Qen^al  laekeott 
as  eoouoanding  Qeneral,  to  do  what  he  did  in 
relation  to  these  two  incendiaries. 

And,  first,  he  referred  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Revolutionary  Congress,  in  t)te  ease  of  Captain 
Huddie,  whieii  he  read  as  follows : 

«  De  »<  deeland,  andiiii  henby  dtekBred,  Thai  the 
Comnande^ia-Ghief«  or  the  commander  of  a  separate 
army,  is,  in  virtue  of  the  power  vested  ha  then,  i»» 

•  The  IbUowing  was  the  part  of  the  act  passed  Feb- 
ruary 28, 1796,  which  was  read : 

8bo.  1.  That,  wheaevsr  the  United  States  shall  be 
invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  Irom 
any  Ibraign  nation  or  Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be  lawAd 
for  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  caU  fevth 
such  number  ef  the  militia  of  the  Stale  or  States  meet 
convenient  to  the  place  of  danger  or  eeeae  of  action, 
ss  he  may  judge  necsasaiy  to  repel  such  invssmn,  dbe. 
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eawny  imU  oohmI  an  mI  •£  ora«lty  ar  ^«l«i0i 
•ontniy  to  the  bwv  or  voigo  of  wwi  to  donond  ado- 
fpuite  Miis&etton  for  the  eeBie,  andv  in  €ue  ouch  mt* 
iofiiction  ehall  aot  be  gifen  in  a  roMoniMe  of  liouted 
lime,  or  ihell  be  refwed  or  evided  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  to  canee  loitable  retaliation  forthwSh  to  be 
aade,  and  the  United  Statei,  in  Congrew  aHombledt 
will  aupport  them  in  tnch  meaaures.'' 

Thus  it  appears  to  have  been  aolemnlf  estab- 
lished, at  that  earlr  date  of  oor  hiatorf ,  not  ooljr 
that  the  eommaDding  Qeneral,  hot  erory  eom* 
maader  of  a  aepatate  armjr,  was  reated  with  the 

E>wer  of  retaiiatian.  Mr.  J.  aezt  quoted  fron 
eadromli  Hiatofy  of  the  Revolatioa  (page2M) 
the  eorrcspoDdeooe,  in  the  eommeneeiBent  of  the 
liar,  between  General  Waahlngtoa  and  the  Brit- 
ish General  Gage^  and  read  the  following  passage 
of  General  Waahiagten's  letter  to  General  Gage 
at  Cambridge,  Augast  11, 1776 : 

**  The  obligajHona  arising  from  the  right  of  human- 
ly, are  unrroraally  Unteg,  except  In  the  case  of  ro- 
tallalioo. 

«  My  doty  aow  makea  it  neeeaswy  to  appriM  yen, 
that,  iw the  fhtttrei  IshaUragalata  my  conduct  towaria 
Ihoaa  gentleoMa  crifyow  aimVf  who  an  or  may  be  in 
ear  pooteasiony  ezsatiy  by  the  rale  yon  may  ohaarvo 
towuds  those  of  oan^  who  may  be  in  year  costo^. 

"  If  sevwity  and  haidihlp  nunfc  tho  line  of  year 
eendaat,  (painfhl  as  it  may  be  to  bm,)  year  piiooBera 
will  feel  its  eflscts ;  bnt  if  kindnesa  and  hnmanity  are 
shown  to  oni«»  I  shall,  with  pleasnre,  consider  thMo  in 
our  hands  only  as  nnfertonate,  and  they  shall  receiTc 
from  me  that  treatment  to  which  the  anfbrtonate  are 
ever  entitled.'* 

Here^  said  Mr.  J.,  the  Revolotion  was  com- 
neoeed  with  the  assertion  of  the  priaelple,  and 
teMniaated  with  ita  reeognition.  It  was  solemnly 
eoDfirmad  by  the  illuatrious  ReTolatlonary  Con« 
grass,  who  were  afraid  that  the  act  of  mercy  in 
regard  to  Captain  As^ill  might  be  presumed  to 
disarm  their  commanding  Generala  of  the  power 
of  retaliation.  On  this  aabieel,  having  shown 
that  the  power  had  never  before  been  questioned, 
bat  from  the  earlieat  date  invariably  aaserted,  h 

as  acaioely  necessary  to  say  more. 

Are  yoa  afraid,  sai»  Mr.  J.,  of  yotir  aaililary 

NDmaaders^  Let  aa  cease  to  appoint  and  main- 
tain them— 4et  ns  fold  our  anns,  and  eae  who  will 
flght  oor  battles.  Bat  if  we  mast  eontinQe  to 
•aa  our  miidcet%  riies)  and  eanaoai  to  defend 
oviaeWea  from  vivace,  the  power  of  dlnetlBg 
their  managemeat  mOat  be  trusted  aomevhere. 
If  Geaeral  Jaokson  he  tmworthy  of  hia  atation,  it 
kt  in  oar  power  to  dtaplaea  htm.  Have  w«  not 
almoat  oorai^otant  power  f  And  if  we  ware  aiM 
men  of  honor  and  integrity,  loving  wiadom,^  vtr- 
toe,  aad  oar  couatcy,  might  wa  not  ahnae  pnw«r 
and  prostrate  liberty?  Take  from  the  General 
the  power  of  immedialely  heading  oor  army  in 
the  field,  aad  it  moat  be  repoaed  aamawhere  oke. 
When  at  war,  will  yoa  attempt  la  person  to  lead 
yoar  armies  to  battle  1  Or,  whea  armiea  are 
eoDtendiag  and  blood  la  flowiag.  are  oor  Generala 
to  send  to  Congress  to  know  wnether  they  shtill 
taeretae  the  power  of  retaliation,  or  wlkether 


Iheyahaiifive  or  uXwbb  4|aartarf  Tbepower 
mtist  ha  oommitted  to  the  compiapdera  of  year 
arndee,  and  if  yoa  are  afraid  to  ooB§de  it  to 
them,  yoa  eaa  have  no  army;  for  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  we  are  to  march  to  Miekaairiry  or  to 
Bnwaney,  to  fight  the  battles  of  otir  eontry. 
Other  dotiea  are  assigned  to  na ;  aod  if  we  at> 
siraie  those  which  belong  to  other  dvpartknencs, 
the  aeparation  of  powera  in  onr  QovctBment  is 
a  BMra  nnllity. 

GaatleBBea  dwelt  on  the  danger  of  aettng  oa 
the  prineiple  of  aeeeaslty.  Mr.  J.  admitted  iL 
Bat  wma  nceeaaity  aloae  the  tyiaat's  plea  f  or 
waa  it  tho  plea  of  the  good  man  as  well  as  ihc 
tyrant?  And  is  tho  fW)d  man  to  fold  his  anns 
and  any  neeeeatty  ia  the  tyraafb  plea,  o&d  I  will 
therefore  aarvender  this  tight  aad  this  power 
which  oommeneed  with  the  foondachiD  of  the 
earth  and  ia  aa  old  as  time  itaelf  ?  Mr.  J.  said 
he  was  the  advocate  of  merey^  not  of  craelty ; 
hat  it  was  of  a  mercy  compatible  wiA  jastice^ 
and  BOt  that  mistaken  clemency  whieh  is  in  itself 
croelty.  Jnetioe  ought  not  to  be  loot  n|^t  of  in 
the  paraoit  of  mercy.  If  it  ia,  the  fooadmtiont  of 
oar  Goverameat  jamj  be  overtamed,  and  oar 
weakaeas  and  imbecility  will  invite  that  fkce 
which  has  overtakea  the  nations  that  have  passed 
away.  Is  it,  said  he,  of  the  Cmaara,  the  Philips, 
and  the  Cromwella  aloae  we  have  reascm  to  be 
afraid  7  Let  ua  rather  avoid  the  treat oaent  of  aa 
angratcAil  conntry  to  Beliaariaa— let  as  avoid 
the  example  of  the  banishment  of  Ariatidcs— let 
aa  rather  fear  to  take  from  oor  aged  warrior  tfie 
oaljr  racompeaae  he  aaka  or  can  reeetTe  for  kh 
services— the  gratitode  of  his  country.  Ia  thm 
no  danger  of  this!  Has  not  the  time  arrived  in 
which  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  It  t  Joab, 
notwithsunding  his  fidelity  to  David,  was  slata 
at  the  horatf  of  the  altar ;  and  Saal  eoold  not  bear 


Icon,  aboald  atich  ariae^  bat  I  am  moie  afraid  of 
that  aickliaeaa  of  feeling  towards  convicted  in- 
cendiaries whieh  would  show  itself  la  ingrati- 
tode  towarde  him  who  has  risked  his  all  in  the 
service  of  hia  conntry,  and  has  done  Ibr  it  so 
mneh.  What  reward  does  this  gallant  Captain 
ask  of  his  coantry?  Does  he  desire  wealth? 
No ;  he  fought  for  glory,  for  liherw,  for  his  eooa- 
try  i  he  expected  at  least  her  gratttnde;  aod  now 
it  was  pronoaed  to  hold  him  ap,  as  aa  example 
to  all  mankind,  of  the  danger  of  incorriog  re- 
spoosibility  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  remark  oa  the  case  o( 
Major  Andre,  whieh  was  a  strong  example  <^ 
mihtaij  execution  In  the  face  of  great  diffical- 
ties;  Major  Andre  having  come  in  with  h  flag, 
^•,  and  the  treaaim  of  Arnold  only  taTolviog 
him  in  gailt.  What  was  the  fate  of  that  gallant 
and  distingnished  young  man  t  And  who  wis 
the  individual  who  brought  him  to  the  bar  of 
justice,  and  rigorously  executed  on  him  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  martial  ?  What  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  foarteen 
general  ofieera  who  ccmdemned  htm  to  daaUi  t 
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t  was  vpoii  ite  Jaw  #f  aailou,  ancl  apon  ihe 
Bag:naBiaa«i,  opeo^  aacl  iioaoimbl*  conftMioa  of 
be  piiflOB^r  biaatlf  that  ha  was  eoDdemaad*  It 
wmM  oo  rcataa  why  w)  should  dif  est  onrseWas  of 
bis  right,  that  it  was  aol  veeogaised  by  statats. 
Vhat  was  adailttd  paUie  law,  what  was,  id* 
eed,  the  eonmoa  law  of  tha  wotld,  eoald  gain 
o  atreagch  by  being  imbodied  in  the  taehaical 
liTa^aa  of  statute  law.  The  prtoetple  is  ani* 
'ersal,  that,  ia  fiyhtiag  against  aarages,  yov  may 
neet  them  with  their  own  weapons,  and  pot  any 
adrridoal  of  ihena  to  death.  On  tne  ffroond  of 
eprisal  tha  sama  right  exists.  On  this  point 
dr.  J.  qaatcd  the  following  paasagee  freaa  VtUtel, 
34,  see.  U: 
TImis  b,  hevarsr*  ene  ease  in  whioh  we  asj  i»* 
oae  to  spew  the  Ufii  of  an  eaeaiy  who  has  aairsft* 
t«ved.  biiwhsatheeneaiy  has  bean  gailly  of  some 
i»«naoQs  fesBssh  of  tha  kws  of  BalioB8»  aad  pertiea- 
arly  whan  he  has  wlated  the  kws  of  war." 

'^  When  «a  are  at  war  with  a  savafe  aataoa  who 
boerre  no  nilo%  and  nsTer  giTe  qoartery  we  may  pan* 
ih  them  in  the  penone  of  any  of  their  people  wnom 
re  take,  (these  Mlonging  to  the  number  of  the  gnillj,) 
nd,  by  this  rigorous  proceeding,  eudeoTor  to  force 
hem  to  respect  the  hiws  of  humaniiy.'' 

*'  If  the  hoettte  General  has,  without  sny  just  resson, 
ftuaed  seme  prisoners  to  be  hanged,  we  hang  an  eqnel 
immber  of  hb  people.**— lUbii,  sec.  149. 

**  In  tiaM  ef  war,  a  vriaoner  of  war  may  sometimes 
••  mat  to  desAh  in  order  to  pnnish  a  nation  Aat  has 
iolated  the  laweof  war."'*— JRirliMt,  page  t68,  eee.  9. 

««It  ie  lawMftr  aGenerel  to  pat  prisoneie  te  deeth : 
at.  When  epering  their  litea  would  be  innewsietsnt 
riehhia  own  eafti^;  Sd^  In  eaeaswheeeho  has  the 
Igbl  to  exerdse  the  IoImi  or  lo  make  seprieals;  8d. 
TfThen  the  crime  rommilted  by  theee  who  lall  into  his 
fcsuftda  justifies  the  taking  of  their  liTse."— Zrirm,  pege 
(83,  see  4. 

iVot  withstanding  tha  great  dilferenae  of  opinion 
which  wac  here  entercaiaad,  lir.  J.  said,  it  was 
lorloaate  far  Qenerai  Jaokson«-4ha  OTeaiag  of 
rhoee  life  would  be  cheered  by  the  recolleoiion 
»f  the  platftdiie  of  a  giaiefnl  people,  and  a  coa- 
eioosness  of  his  own  servioer^that  he  did  not 
'iolate,  in  thiseasa^  the  rights  of  eaptives  nor  in- 
Lict  pooiehaeat  on  iaoocent  maa,  bot  oa  the 
Dosc  guilty  of  the  guilty.  Wherever  seTeriiy  is 
ko<  absoluicly  neeaesary  clemeaey  becomes  a 
laty  ^  bot  here  olamtney  had  ao  alaim  to  inter* 
Kme.  There  eoold  be  no  harehaaes  or  seaarity 
n  puuiog  to  death  two  ioeaadiariee,  when  the 
aet  of  their  coafedaratae  and  deluded  followers 
rare  suffered  to  roam  at  large.  Instead  of  be* 
towinc  oar  commiearaiion  on  the  guilty,  who 
QfTered  death  for  their  etimes.  said  Mr.  J.,  we 
bould  open  our  boeoaM  to  the  bleeding  wounds 
»f  our  owneonnuy,and  thank  Heavea  they  hare 
leeo  staunched  by  the  rigorous  arm  of  ao  ener* 
retic  comnmader. 

As  to  the  necessity  of  putting  theea  men  to 
leath,  Mr.  J.  mid,  he  thought  when  we  said  there 
wus  not  a  ahoar  of  naeesaity  for  it,  we  ought  to 
lear  what  General  Jackson  himself  had  to  say 
in  that  aubjeet.  It  would  be  aeen  that  he  had 
(oooected  (he  capture  of  theea  two  men  with  his 
ibility  to  ratum  hama;  that  it  was  this  eiffenm* 


aiauiBa  whieh  hacaasidaiad  asprnttiug a paeiad  la 
tha  war,  they  being  the  promoiets  of  it,  dbe.  Mr. 
J.  then  read  tha  fmlowlag  paaeagae  from  Oeoaiui 
Jaekeon*8  lettera : 

»  These  indi^dusls  (Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister)  were 
tried  under  my  orders  by  a  spectst  court  of  select 
officers ;  legally  cooTicted  as  ezeiten  of  this  ssTage 
and  negro  war;  legally  condemned,  and  most  justly 
punished  for  their  iniquities.  The  proceedings  of  the 
court  martial  In  the  case,  with  the  Tolume  of  testimony 
justifying  their  condemnation,  present  scenes  of  wick- 
edness, oosiuptiont  and  barbaitty,  at  wfajeh  the  heart 
sickens." 

"  I  hope  the  exeeutioa  of  theee  two  unprincipled  til* 
lains  wiU  proee  an  awful  example  to  we  woiid»  and 
eanTffice  the  Government  of  Greet  Britain,  aawell  m 
her  eulgecta,  thai  certein,  if  elewt  retrihallen  awaile 
theee  unchristiaa  wielehea,  who,  by  Jalm  peomies^ 
delude  and  incite  an  Indian  tribe  te  all  the  hmrid  deeds 
of  savage  war.'' 

'' 8o  leng  ee  the  Indians  within  the  tarritoiy  of  Ma 
are  expoeed  to  the  delasioas  of  fidse  prophets,  ana  ihe 
poison  of  foreign  intrigue;  eo  long  aa  they  eanreeeiva 
ammunition  and  munitions  of  war,  doc,  firom  ps#endsd 
traders  and  Spantth  commandanti,  it  arttl  be  impwil- 
ble  to  restrain  their  ontrages." 

Mr.  J.  naked  whether  this  reaaoning  was  false 
or  corrcet ;  whethai  it  was  founded  on  matter  of 
&ot,  Of  oa  what  was  not  fact  ?  If  it  wns  true  ha 
should  like  to  hear  gaotiemen  aaswar  it.  Nina- 
tenths  of  the  Indiaiu  were  left  in  their  own  coun- 
try, and,  if  proper  precaution  was  not  tnken,  the 
same  scenes  ns  had  already  been  enhibited  woald 
be  acted  over  again.  Gkneral  Jacksoni  at  one 
time,  thought  the  war  was  at  an  end,  aad  that  he 
might  go  home.  Bat  he  found  he  was  mlatd^ea, 
and  thnt  it  was  necessary  to  scour  the  country 
west  of  Appalachicola ;  aad,  after  he  got  iato  It. 
he  was  obliged  to  take  Pensacola  before  ha  aouln 
conclude  the  war. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  this  war,  was  it,  ia- 
deed,  aa  has  been  snid,  a  contest  for  n  hunting 
ground  and  a  few  cattle  1  It  was  for  abaut  tea 
or  fifteen  millions  of  nores  of  land^  It  was  not 
a  common  Indian  arar,  in  which  we  could  haTC 
dispeased  with  rigorous  proceedings.  One  of  two 
alternntfres  we  were  obliged  to  take:  eithet  to 
admit  that  we  had  naade  a  treaty  with  the  sav- 
ages which  was  a  disgrace  to  the  eountsy,  and 
cede  back  to  the  Creek  aation  of  Indiaas  fioaa  ten 
to  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of  lead  which  the  peopla 
of  Qeargia  are  now  pre|mred  to  occupy  and  auiti* 
vate;  or  to  hold  on  to 'it,  and  put  down  the  la« 
dian  war  by  force.  This  was  not  a  common  petty 
larceny  war,  in  which  n  few  individuals  were 
murdered,  but  it  wns  a  solemn  declaration  of  war 
on  the  pert  of  the  Indians,  and  Mr.  Arbuthnot 
was  the  author  of  iu  Mr.  J.  here  quoted  Arhulh* 
not's  letter  to  General  Mitchell,  Indiaa  agent,  in 
which  he  saya : 

«8xn:  King  Hat^y,  the  head  chief  of  the  Lower 
Omek  nation,  haa  called  on  om,  to  request  that  I  would 
reprsseat  to  yon  the  cruel  and  oppraesiva  cenduet  of 
the  AaMTican  people  living  on  the  borders  of  the  In- 
dian nation,  dec.  tfnt,  far  from  any  slop  being  pat  to 
their  iareade  aad  eneraaehments,  they  afopoanag  ia 
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tayhwidhPBdifttmliBa.  Thw  th*  IndiaiM  lisf«  Imsb 
QompeiM  to  Uk«  «p  umi  to  dofend  their  bomoi  from 
mMtof  lawloMuiT«doii,4w»  In  taking  tUi  liiiortj 
of  addraonng  yon*  air,  in  behalf  of  the  onfrntnnate  In- 
diana, believe  me,  I  have  no  with  but  to  aee  an  end 
pat  to  a  war,  which,  if  peniated  in,  I  foreaee  mnat 
OTcntaalljr  be  their  rain ;  and,  aa  thej  were  not  the 
aggreaMrc,  if,  in  the  height  of  their  rage,  they  com- 
mitted any  exceaaei,  that  too  will  overlook  them,  aa 
the  joat  ebullitiona  of  an  mdignant  apirit  againat  an 
invading  tot,^ 

Sir,  whea  this  letter  waa  written,  Lieatenant 
Scott  and  his  detachment  had  been  destroyed, 
the  women  botehered,  and  the  children's  brains 
dashed  oat  against  the  side  of  the  boat.  These 
were  what  he  calls  the  just  ebullitions  of  an  in- 
dignaot  spirit !  Who  would  pronoance  ianoceot 
the  maa  who  made  this  declaration  on  the  part 
of  the«  enemy  1  Did  Arbathnot  supply  the  In* 
diaas  with  intelligence  1  Was  he  at  Fort  St. 
Marks,  identified  with  the  Spanish  commander? 
IMd  not  the  commandant  of  st.  Marks  make  con- 
traets  with  the  Indiaas  to  go  and  steal  cattle  from 
the  Gkorgiaosi  Let  documents  answer  these 
qvestions.  Did  the  twelve  chiefs  say,  in  their 
letter  to  the  Gof  ernor  of  the  Bahamas,  that  they 
had  coBsnlted  the  commandant  at  St.  Idarks ;  and 
4id  not  .the  eommandaai  himself,  approving  that 
letter,  sanction  the  call  upon  the  British  for  aid 
ta  fight  afaiDst  the  Government  of  the  United 
States?  Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
were  we  prepared  to  recede  fifteen  millions  oi 
aerea  of  country  conquered  from  a  foe  who  had. 
without  proToeatioo,  assailed  our  frontier,  and 
deluged  our  country  with  blood,  at  a  moment 
when  we  were  engaged  with  a  i>owerful  foreign 
enemy  ?  Surely  not.  Mr.  J.  said  he  defied  any 
gentleman  to  prove  a  single  instance,  except  by 
the  asseverations  of  the  Indians  themselves,  in 
which  our  people  had  plundered  or  murdered  any 
of  the  Indians,  without  our  having  endeavored  to 
detect  and  punish  them.  He  defied  them  to  prove 
any  act  of  aggression  on  them,  except  those  al- 
leged to  have  been  committed  in  our  territory, 
which  we  conquered,  and  which  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  ana  over  which,  therefore,  the 
Indiaas  had  no  jurisdiction.  If,  by  the  Treaty  of 
Qhent,  we  had  been  compelled  to  recede  the  land 
to  them,  there  would  have  been  some  sort  of 
apology  for  their  murdering  our  citixeas,  aa  tres* 
nasMrs,  dbc;  but,  as  it  was,  no  such  plea  could 
be  set  up,  and  gentlemen  knew  it,  and  the  Indians 
knew  it  too. 

With  respect  to  the  taking  of  Pensaoola,  the 
last  point  in  order,  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  been  grati- 
fied to  fiad  that,  whilst  General  Jackson  was  said 
to  have  violated  his  duty,  (though  previoas  or 
subsequeat  orders  sanctioned  all  he  had  done,) 
there  was  a  free  admission,  on  all  hands,  that  we 
owed  nothing  to  Spain,  ootwiihsianding  this  very 
violent  aggression  and  hostility  committed  on  her 
territory.  Why  this.  Mr.  J.  said,  was  giving  up 
the  question ;  that  beinj^  the  ground  on  which  he 
acCed,  and  on  which  justification  was  plead  by 
the  JUiminisiration  and  by  himself.  Was  there 
no  posaibks  ease,  Mr.  J.  asked,  in  which  a  Geae- 


ral  oaght  to  act  for  himself  1    If  te  hod  vetuweS 
home  without  having  viaited  Peaoocola,  aHer 
what  had  passed,  he  would  have  onade  a  cowardly 
retreat;  which  is  not  hta  habic,  for  rietory  never 
failed  to  follow  his  arms.    What  had  been  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Penaacola  1    Ha  had 
refused  a  passa^  up  the  Beeambia  of  the  veseds 
carrying  provisions  for  the  supfKirC  of  oar  troops 
on  the  territory  of  Spain,  where  they  were  fond, 
because  Spain  either  had  not  the  power,  or  had 
not  the  will,  to  maintain  for  her  territory  the 
character  of  neutrality^— and  where  tkmr  weie^ 
further,  under  the  positive  orders  toga  Wmm  thia 
all,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the  Governor  of  Piensaeola 
dia  ?   No ;  he  threatens  to  drive  oor  foreea  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  from— where?    Where  the 
pursuit  of  the  Seminole  Indiansy  and  the  ordeva 
of  the  Bxeeutive,  had  carried  them.    Of  the  or- 
ders to  go  there  we  were  apprized  at  the  last  ses* 
sion,  and  no  exception  was  taken  to  them.  Wbat 
vras  the  basis  of  tne  permission  to  onreommaD^er 
to  enter  the  Spanish  territory?    Htd  he  not  de- 
manded the  murderers?    Was  an  ideal  line  of 
the  31st  degree  of  latitude  to  arrest  oar  progress 
in  pursuit  of  them  ?    General  Jackson  was  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  when  the  ehalleoge  was 
given  to  him  hf  the  commandant  of  Peosacols, 
and  the  enemy  in  free  and  constaat  ingreaa  and 
fgtess  to  and  from  the  fort,  aa  the  doeomenu  es- 
tablish.   Some  had  called  Hamhly  a  niaereaat; 
but,  Mr.  J.  said,  the  testimony  eostauied  in  the 
papers  before  the  House  was  favoimbfte  to  bim. 
It  appeared  that  ha  had  been  for  two  veers  en- 
deavoring to  bring  the  Indiana  into  meodship 
with  the  united  Stately  as  they  theoiaelres  said; 
but  they  preferred  to  ^*  stick  close  to  tlieir  oM 
frieads,  the  British.**    The  Indiaos  bad  ondoabl- 
ediv  free  intercourse  with  Penaacola.   How  often, 
said  Mr.  J.,  has  it  been  proclaimed  oa  this  floor 
that  Spain  hns  forfeited  her  neotrai  character 
and  prostrated  her  sovereigaty  I  The  jprtaetpJe  oi 
self*defence,  as  a  rule  of  coodoet  lor  natioos, 
came  from  the  tomb— it  spraag  frona  the  ashes  of 
those  who  had  written  on  publie  law  centuries 
ago.    The  savages  being  constantly  norsed  and 
supplied  at  Pensacola,  during  their  hostility  with 
us.  It  would,  after  the  threat  of  the  eommandtaar, 
have  been  a  disgrace  for  Oeaeral  Jaekson  to  have 
waited  for  orders  from  his  GovemmenL    He  did 
not  wait;  it  was  true,  as  my  colleague  says,  ^  ke 
came,  he  saw,  he  conquered.'*    I  thaak  my  Gk>d 
he  did,  and  that  the  Bxeeutive  has  not  eensorwd 
him  for  so  doing.    The  nation  will  not,  and  1 
hope  this  Committee  will  not  coadcma  him  for 
it.    If  we  go  to  war,  n^e  must  exercise  the  rig^lits 
of  belligerents,  and  the  powers  of  sovereignty. 
If  we  are  never  to  go  to  war,  bat  suffer  inroads  lo 
be  made  on  our  borders;  if  we  are  to  invite  the 
Goths  and  Vandals  to  come  and  take  iNir  eoantry 
by  the  weakness  and  imbecility  with  which  our 
Government  is  administered  ;  then,  sir,  and  then 
only,  let  us  pronounce  censore  on  General  Jack- 
son and  on  the  Bxeeutive. 

What.  Mr.  J.  asked,  woald  be  the  eonaeqoenee 
of  an  aomtssion,  by  this  Hoose,  of  the  troth  qH 
the  imputations  which  had  been  cnst  on  General 
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Jackson  ?    There  will  be  an  oUi^tion  incurred 
to  Spain,  to  indemnify  her  for  injnrf  sustained ; 
on  our  refusal  to  do  which  she  would  be  author- 
ized, if  able,  to  take  compensation  from  us.    The 
post  is  surrendered,  it  is  true,  by  the  Bxeentife, 
but  it  is  with  the  condition  of  a  force  being  put 
there  adequate  to  maintain  the  authority  of  Spain. 
If  Qeoeral  Jackson  be  pronounced  an  aggressor, 
said  Mr.  J.,  you  must  agree  to  punish  him  and 
indemnify  Spain.    And  what  punishment  will 
yon  inflict,  to  gratify  the  nice  feeliogs  of  Old 
Spain  ?    Are  you  prepared,  when  yon  find  the 
Spanish  authorities  identified  with  your  sarage 
enemy,  and  your  Qeneral  is  ordered  by  these  au- 
thorities to  mareh  from  where  the  orders  of  his 
Gk>TernmeDt  had  placed  him — will  you,  under 
such  circumstances,  bring  censure  and  sorrow  for 
his  punishing  this  contempt,  on  the  cray  hairs  of 
him  whose  hand  never  faltered  in  the  discharge 
of  duty  to  the  country  1  You  knew  his  character, 
siTj  when  yon  sent  him  there,  and  knew  he  would 
finish  what  he  begun.  Suppose  he  had  disbauded 
his  men  at  St.  Marks,  and  a  handful  of  Spaniards 
had  put  him  to  flight— what  then  should  we  hare 
heard,  in  a  Toice  of  thunder,  reverberating  from 
all  sidea  of  the  House  1    Sir,  such  denunciation 
would  have  ensued  from  every  part  of  the  nation, 
that  JaoksMi  must  have  sunk  under  it.    But  vic- 
tory he  has  achieved;  he  has  put  a  speedy  end  to 
an  unprovoked  war.    Did  I  say  he  put  an  end  to 
it  7    Yes,  aa  far  as  any  human  could.    But  at  this 
moment  I  have  received  information  from  a  friend 
at  St.  Marks,  that,  the  moment  the  Indians  un- 
derstood that  Florida  was  to  return  to  the  pos- 
session of  Spain,  they  ceased  to  come  in^  and 
were  rallying  their  forces  again,  King  Haijo  at 
their  head.    I  am  not. willing  to  give  op  the 
land  ceded  to  us  by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson, 
because  it  secures  the  settlement  of  our  frontier. 
And  if  jou  ofler  me  the  alternative  of  war,  I  will 
take  it  in  preterenee.    I  feel,  sir,  as  little  warlike 
as  any  individual  on  earth ;  I  feel  as  if  I  never 
again  wished  to  hear  the  drum  or  trumpet's 
soand ;  I  wish  that  t(ie  halcyon  days  of  peace 
could  last  until  the  consummation  of  all  things ; 
bat  when  the  bayonet  is  at  our  breast,  and  we  are 
called  on  to  arrest  the  ravages  of  a  savage  foe,  1 
will  take  ap  the  hatchet  and  wield  it  against 
them.    I  will  meet  the  foe,  and  let  no  false  feel- 
iag  of  mercy  in  my  boeom  extinguish  the  obliga- 
tions of  duty  to  my  country.  This  is  the  situation 
of  Gkneral  Jackson,  and  what  punishment  will 
you  inflict  on  him?    Do  you  think  you  will  ever 
stand  in  need  of  the  arm  of  such  a  man  again  1 
A  man,  sir,  little  understood-— violent,  perhaps,  in 
his  enmities,  and  equally  ardent  in  his  friendships 
—but  wha  as  an  officer,  is  vested  with  all  the 
energies  or  a  Cesar,  or  a  Napoleon,  making  al- 
lowance for  the  difference  of  his  materials;  who 
meeu  with  equal  courage  and  conduct  the  In- 
dians or  the  inviocibles  of  Wellington.    Though 
he  19  f bought  a  desperate  character,  jaid  Mr.  X, 
look  at  the  deliberation  with  which  ne  has  aetedr 
and  see  whether  he  has  not,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  military  duties,  maintained  his  character  as  a 
gieat  man  and  as  an  officer. 

15th  CoH.  2d  Sb88«— 22 


With  regard  to  the  case  of  Copenhagen,  if  the 
fact  had  been  true,  instead  of  being  supposed, 
that  the  question  had  been  presented,  Shall 
France  or  England  have  the  Danish  navyl 
would  infamy  have  attached,  as  it  has  done^  to 
that  transaction  1  Certainly  not.  In  the  case  of 
St.  Marks,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  post  was  virtually  in 
possession  of  the  enemy.  In  regard  to  Pensa- 
cola,  every  evidence  had  been  given  of  hostility 
to  us,  and  co-operation  with  our  enemy.  There 
was,  in  both  cases,  sufficient  justification. 

As  to  the  case  of  the  Kentuckian,  referred  to 
by  his  eoUeaffue,  as  having  been  generally  exe- 
crated for  killinff  an  Indian  in  cold  blood,  it  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  present  question. 
It  was  the  case  of  an  unauthorized  individual' 
killing  a  captive.  The  act  proved  him  a  coward ; 
and  it  would  be  a  monstrous  doctrine  that  would 
make  every  individual  an  arbiter  on  the  subject 
of  retaliation.  If  the  commanding  officer  had 
done  the  same  act  which  was  done  by  the  tndi<- 
vidual,  although  a  proper  policy  might  not  have- 
been  pursued,  public  execration  would  not  have 
followed  the  act. 

Mr.  J.  here  concluded  his  observations,  by  re* 

turning  his  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  thit; 

attention  which  had  been  paid  to  his  remarks. 

and  expressing  his  regret  at  having  been  obliged 

to  trespass  on  their  time  so  lonir. 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair« 
I  promised,  said  he,  when  the  House  received 
the  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  that  I 
would,  when  the  time  for  discussing  it  arrived^ 
attempt  to  show,  that  all  the  proceedings  of  Gten^ 
Jackson,  in  prosecuting  the  Seminole  war,  wera 
justified  by  the  law  of  nations.  I  will  proceed 
to  fulfil  that  promise; 

In  examining  the  proceedings  of  the  armed: 
force  of  the  United  States  in  Florida,  I  propose 
to  make  these  inquiries;  1.  Have  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  been  transcended  1  2.  Have 
the  Constitutional  powers  of  the  President  been 
exceeded  1  3.  Has  Qeneral  Jackson  transcended 
his  powers,  or  violated  the  laws  of  nations  ?        , 

I  proceed  with  the  first  inquiry:  Have  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  been  transcended  1 

The  law  of  nations,  like  the  common  law  of 
the  land,  is  founded  on  reason  and  usage.  To. 
prove  that  it  is  reasonable  that  a  nation  should 
possess  a  certain  right,  is  to  prove  that  it  does 
possess  that  right ;  unless  it  is  shown  that  the 
custom  and  usage  of  nations  is  otherwise.  We 
find  those  customs  and  usages  in  treatises  com-* 
piled  by  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 

The  right  of  security,  or  of  self-preservation,  id 
one  of  the  most  important,  and  most  onquestion* 
able  rights  of  nations.  A  nation  has  a  right  not 
to  sufier  any  other  to  obstruct  its  preservation. 
This  is  one. of  those  rights  called  perfect  rights. 
The  defiaition  of  a  perfect  right  is,  that  it  may 
be  asserted  by  force.  It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of 
the  (Government  to  preserve  the  people.  ^  The 
safety  of  the  people  is  the  first  law."  And  we 
have  a  right  to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  the 
discha/ge  of  our  duties. 

We  ha?e  a  right,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  de> 


&75 


mmoni  of  oowgbibb. 


en 


H.  dP  R. 


flhnUfMM  Wen** 


JAMeAlT,  iai9* 


stroy  hostile  stT^^es  restdiog  witbio  th«  territo- 
rial limits  of  a  neighborioff  Power,  but  not  ame- 
nable to  the  ciTil  laws.  A  neighboriog  territory 
is  DOt  to  become  a  safe  asylum  for  banditti,  who 
carry  on  against  us  predatory  and  murderous  hos- 
tilities, lou  may  not  pursae  a  fu^itire  from 
justice  on  the  territory  of  a  neighboring  nation : 
there  is  no  necessity  to  authorize  you  to  do  so. 
Bat,  if  you  cannot  otherwise  deliTer  yonrseif 
from  an  imminent  danger,  you  may  enter  the 
territory  of  a  neiffhboriogPower-*(ralfei^  page 
1^.)  In  short,  the  QoTernment,  being  bound  to 
preserve  the  people,  has  a  right  to  all  the  means 
neeessarr  to  preserve  the  people,  whatever  they 
maybe.  Nothing  can  dispense  with  the  obligation, 
and  noihittff  can  destroy  the  risht  to  the  means. 

The  right  of  necessity,  and  the  right  of  self- 
defence,  are  paramount  to  all  other  rights  claimed 
ond^r  the  law  of  nations.  The  inviolability  of 
Ambassadors,  and  even  the  inviolability  of 
crowned  beads,  must  yield  to  the  secttrliy  of 
nations. 

Thus,  a  conspiracy  having  been  formed  in 
1717,  in  England,  contrived  by  the  Swedish  Am- 
bassador, to  invade  the  country  and  dethrone  the 
King,  the  Ambassador  was  arrested  and  his  na- 

Srs  seised,  (Wdrcl,  voL  8,  p.  390;)  the  other 
reign  Ministers  expressed  their  satisfaction,  ex- 
cept the  Ambassador  from  Spain,  who  observed 
that  he  was  sorry  no  other  way  could  be  fallen 
on  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He 
then  assigned  a  satisfactory  reason  for  adopting 
tlie  measure;  there  was  no  other  way  or  pre- 
serving the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  therefore,  the 
measure  was  necessary  for  self-preservation,  and 
consequently  lawful. 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  questioned  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  enter  the  country 
of  the  Seminoles  in  Florida,  to  suppress  them, 
and  put  an  end  to  their  hostile  incursions.  It  is 
a  strange  doctrine  that  there  is  no  way  to  put  an 
end  to  the  hostilities  of  a  subject  savage  comtmi- 
nity,  whose  country  lies  within  the  lerriteriat 
Umits  of  a  Power  with  which  we  are  at  peaee, 
but  by  declaring  war  against  that  Power.  The 
law  of  nations  allows  you  to  enter  the  territory 
of  a  neutral  Power  in  quest  of  an  enemy,  (  Vat- 
tdf  p.  318.)  It  is  even  still  more  reasonable  that 
you  shonld  possess  the  right,  when  the  territory 
claimed  by  the  neutral  Power  is,  in  fad,  the 
country,  the  reiidence,  of  your  savage  enemy, 
wbere  alone  effectunl  boatilities  can  be  carried 
on  against  him. 

The  right  of  a  sovereij^  Power  to  exclusive 
jurisdiction  within  a  territory,  is  founded  on  the 
engaisement  to  govern  the  inhabitants,  snd  re- 
strain them  from  injuring  other  nations.  When 
the  Government  is  no  longer  able  to  restrain  the 
inhabitants  from  injuring  other  nations,  they 
hare  an  undoubted  right  to  attack  such  inhabit- 
ants, and  suppress  them,  without  going  to  war 
with  that  Power  which  has  become  too  feeble  to 
restrain  them.  Should  Buenos  Ayres,  or  the 
Banda  Oriental,  having  shaken  off  the  authority 
of  Spain,  make  war  on  the  Brazilians,  th<  latter 
would  seem  to  have  an  undoubted  right  to  in- 


vade them  withom  going  to  war  with 
Should  Mexico  set  at  naught  the  Spaaiah  Gov- 
emment.  and  make  war  against  the  United  Stain, 
the  latter  would  have  a  right  to  invade  Mexiea 
without  declaring  war  against  S^iaia.  So,  ia 
the  case  under  consideratioii,  Spain  being  una- 
ble  to  restrain  the  savages  of  Floridat  has  no 
right  to  complain  that  the  United  Stales  hare 
entered  that  country  to  restraia  them. 

The  law  of  nations  may  be  illoatraied  by  caasi 
in  muaicipal  law.  I  may  pnrsiie  aad  desmy  an 
your  land  a  noxioos  aaimai  which  I  hare  started 
on  my  own.  If  your  hoose  adjaecat  to  onae  U 
on  fire,  I  may  enter  on  yoor  preBDisp^aadaall 
it  down,  for  the  preservation  of  nuae.  Waera 
the  reason  is  the  saoM,  the  law  ia  the  «Hna. 

Such  beiag  the  right  ef  the  Uaaicd  Siataa,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  it  is  proper  to  iaqiaiie^  what 
etfect  on  those  rights  baa  been  ptodaced  by  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  l^pain. 
By  that  treaty  both  partaea  biad  thcaMsleea  ^ex- 
pressly to  restrain  by  force  all  heatiilieB  ea  the 
part  of  the  Indian  nationa  withia  their  baaadai-f; 
so  that  Spate  will  not  suller  her  ladiaaa  ao  atian 
the  United  Sute^>— (IiaaBi,  v.  8,  p.  860.)  Spain, 
then*  is  bomd  lo  reairain  her  anrage  aofa|eetayand 
is  liable  to  pay  all  damages  that  anair  be  sa^ 
tained  by  her  failure;  aad  ahoald  she  fiul,  firoa 
inability  to  suppress  them,  she  ta  atili  b«>and  to 
use  all  the  means  in  her  power,  aad  u»  famiA 
all  the  aid  in  her  power  for  that  porpoaa.  Tie 
eagagemeats  of  a  treaty  tmpooe  a  petfect  ebhga* 
tion,  and  give  a  perfect  right;  a  ri^bt  wbkk 


may,  if  necessary,  be  asserted  by  f^re^^^  VtML, 
p.  I83b)  Spain  then  agrees,  and  ia  boamd,  that 
the  Indians  shall  be  suppressed,  and  tha  United 
States  haie  a  right  that  the  Indiana  shall  be  sup- 
pressed. It  b  preposierotts  to  contend,  chat  be> 
cause  Spain  is  unable  to  restrain  the  hcMtUiiiei 
of  her  Indians,  that  therefore  they  are  to  remaia 
unrestrained,  when  Soain  baa  agreed  that  they 
shall  be  restrained,  ana  the  Unit«l  Staelca  here  a 
right  that  they  shall  be  restrained.  The  cense- 
qiience  of  the  tnabiliiy  of  Spain  is,  that  tbe 
United  Statea  may  asa  force  ia  restraaaiiig  the  la* 
dtans  of  Spain;  and  have  a  right  to  all  the 
means  of  effecting  that  olgeet  that  Spain  «aa  /Or- 
nish. When  the  perforaaaee  of  the  dataes  of 
Spain  devolves  en  the  United  States,  they  hare 
a  right  to  the  means  of  perfenaiiig  those  datlea. 
Therefore,  if  the  poasessiooof  theftrtsia  FhwtAa. 
is  necesaary  to  the  sappresaioa  and  lartraiftt  of 
those  sava^s,  the  United  Statea  bare  a  right  to 
the  possession  of  them. 

The  law  of  nations  also  recpgntsca  the  righ^ 
arising  from  necessity,  of  aeiaiag  a  pAace  of 
strength  belonging  to  a  neutral  Power,  aad  pat* 
ling  a  garrison  into  it,  either  for  defending  itself 
against  an  enemy,  or  for  the  porpeee  of  |yrevca^ 
ing  him  in  his  designs  of  seiztng  this  place,  whea 
the  neutral  Government  is  not  able  to  defend  ii— 
( VaiUl,  p.  315.)  The  treaty  with  Spain  cer- 
tainly neither  diminishes  nor  weakens  the  rights 
of  the  United  States.  It  increases  and  atieagth- 
ens  them.  The  object  of  the  article  ander  con* 
sideration  is  the  soppieasioa  of  the  hoatile  ear- 
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age*.  This  o(g«et  is  to  be,  w^  orasi  be^  effeeted. 
The  two  nations  hare  wracl  tad  bound  tbem- 
selves  that  it  shall  be  effeeted  i  and  that  agree* 
ment  is  as  to  them  a  written  law  of  nations. 

Oar  right  being  establithed,  and  the  incapaeity 
of  SfMhi  to  farai  her  obligaitoci  noterioits,  the 
law  of  nations  aUow<Hl  the  United  Sufes,  when 
they  coold  not  obtain  d«e  satisfiietioB  by  aviea- 
ble  meaws  or  foresaw  that  it  woftid  be  useless  to 
try  sueh  means,  to  hare  reeonrse  to  forcible 
means  in  pmrsiiit  of  their  right»-^(A#suiefMi  pp. 
266^  Sm.)  Indeed,  the  right  claimed  by  the  Uni- 
ted Suites  was  of  sueh  a  naton  that  a  specific 
perANrnuwce  of  the  agreement  to  suppress  the 
hostilities  of  the  sarages  was  indispensable.  If 
that  could  not  be  performed  bjr  Bpaia,  it  lanst  be 
performed  by  the  United  States,  who  wonld  then 
be  entiiM  ta  demand  of  Spain  satisfactioB  for 
her  failate  to  perform  her  engagements. 

It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  there  eaa  be  no 
dmmbt  thM  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  enter 
Florida  in  porsoit  of  the  Semioohs  *v»s|  to 
pcmess  the  means  necessary  ta  rmtrain  tnem— 
and  to  rasHiBin  them. 

The  next  inquiry  that  I  propose  to  make  is, 
Have  »bs  Oowtltutional  powers  of  the  Presidaa* 
beenexeecdedl 

An  honorable  gentieman  f rom  Geocgia  was  of 
opiotoB  that  there  shonld  have  been  a  deolata- 
tioo  of  war  agtinst  the  Seminoies.  He  says. 
*<the  war^deelirinff  power  has  been  snatched 
from  CongressL"  Let  me  here  remark,  that  I 
think  this  objoction  woold  have  come  better  from 
sof  other  quarter  than  from  the  Smte  of  Geor- 
gia, for  the  safetT  of  whose  people  this  war  has 
bem  eommeneed  and  prosecnted.  I  woold  also 
remark,  that  this  objecUon  wonld  hare  come 
better  from  any  other  gentleman  than  him  who 
made  it ;  yet  no  donbt  he  made  it  in  obedience 
to  what  he  now  deems  his  doty. 

Ohn  ezamioiilff  the  journals  of  the  last  session, 
1  find,  on  the  third  of  April,  this  entry :  **  On  mo- 

*  tion  of  Mr.  Conn,  resolved,  that  the  Oommit- 
'  tea  on  MUitary  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire 

*  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 
<  militia  new  in  service,  or  which  may  hereafter 
'  be  «aJied  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
'  in  clie  war  now  proeecuting  against  the  Semi- 
'  noJe  tribe  of  Indians.''  This  was  un  davs  after 
the  Picsideal  had  informed  the  House  that  the 
armf  was  authoriaed  to  enter  Florida.  An  ac- 
koowledgmeat  that  war  Mists,  i»a  declaration  of 
war.*  It  then  appeals,  that  at  least  the  geoile- 
maa  and  this  House  have  declared  the  war. 
Aaoiher  proof  that  the  war  was  authorized  by 
Congress,  is  found  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  miMiia  employed  therein.  A  third  piece 
o£  evidence,  which  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
the  (gentleman,  Is  an  act  passed  in  pursuance 
of  his  resolution,  which  recognises  ''the  war 
ag^aiost  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,"  and  b  a 
cocDf»lete  declaration  of  war  by  Congress.t 

Buc  ail  this  was  unnecessary  to  enable  the 


tActefim 


President  to  make  war  against  the  Seminoies ; 
for  a  defensive  war  need  not  be  deelarH)  the 
state  of  war  beiuff  sufficiently  determined  by  the 
open  hostilities  of  the  enemy.*  Our  war  againsi 
the  Indians  is  decisive,  although  oarried  on  la 
their  conntnr,  because  we  safbred  the  first  act  of 
violence.!  Should  Spain  commence  war  against 
us  after  the  rising  of  Congress,  no  dou6t  the 
President,  with  his  fieeu  and  armies,  wonld  he 
authorised  to  fight,  before  the  meeting  of  Cos- 
gress,  and  to  continue  fighting,  whether  the  war 
was  ever  deolared  or  not.  And  we  have  given 
to  the  President  a  continuing  authority  to  repel 
invasions  by  the  Indian  tribes.)  The  net  of  Coin 
gress  under  which  the  President  Washington  or- 
dered the  Generals  St.  Clair  and  Wejroe  to  invade 
the  Indian  country,  merely  authorised  hikk  to 
call  oat  the  militia  u>  aid  in  protecting  the  froa* 
tiers  frdb  the  hoMile  intasioas  of  the  Indiaili.{ 
The  attack  by  the  Indians  of  Florida  being  an 
invasion,  the  President  was  aothpn'ged  to  repel 
it,  and  in  repelling  to  pursue  and  eflbofually  CO 
sappresethe  invaders. 

It  by  no  means  follows,  as  some  seslm  to  wMfh 
pose,  that  because  the  Presideat  cannot  deolava 
war;  that  ho  can  do  nothing  for  the  protectiea  of 
the  nation,  and  the  assertion  of  iu  rights.  The* 
power  to  declare  war,  is  a  power  to  aofooonee 
regular  war^  or  war  in  form,  against  another 
Power.  But  it  never  was  intended,  by  reserving 
this  power  to  Coogfess,  to  take  from  the  PresI* 
dent  the  power  to  do  any  act  necessary  to  preserve 
the  nation's  rights^  and  which  does  not  put  the 
nation  into  a  state  of  war  with  another  Power. 
If  Congress,  in  addition  to  the  power  of  deolar« 
ing  war,  assume  to  themselves  the  power  of  iU 
renting  every  movement  of  the  public  force  that 
may  touch  a  neutral ;  or  that  may  be  made  for 

f»reserviog  the  national  rights ;  or  executing  the 
a ws  and  treaties ;  they  will  assume  powers  given 
to  the  President  by  the  Constitution.  A  deelara* 
tion  of  war  affainst  savages  is  not  only  unneces- 
sary, but  woold  be  hignly  imfiolitic.  It  would 
be  an  acknowledgment  of  their  independence ) 
aa  acknowledgment  that  they  may  engage  in  war 
in  form ;  that  the  usages  of  such  a  war  apply  Co 
hostilities  with  them ;  and  that  they  are  entitled 
to  the  creatOMnt  of  lawAil  enemies.  I  coAteOd 
that  there  can  no  sueh  thing  as  a  war  in  form 
between  this  nation  and  a  tribe  of  American 
savages.  A  war  waged  by  Indians  affainst  the 
United  States  can  have  no  lawfai  object.  The 
only  object  of  such  a  war  must  be  plunder,  mas- 
sacre, destruction,  and  revenge — and  incursions 
committed  without  lawful  autboritv,  or  apparent 
cause,  and  only  for  havoc  and  pillage,  can  be 
productire  of  no  lawful  efiecu  A  nation  attacked 
by  sueh  enemies  is  under  no  obligation  to  tieat 
them  as  lawful  enemies.  They  may  be  haagrd 
as  robbers.!  or  bandiitu 

If  the  President  has  a  right  to  repel  an  Indian 
invasion  without  a  deolaratlon  of  war,  as  I  have 
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eoBtended,  then  he  mtf  lawfully  enter  even  a 
neutral  territory  in  parsnit  of  the  enemy  with* 
ont  making  war  a|^inst  that  neutral  Power; 
and  con8f<|Qently  withont  war  having  been  de- 
clared against  such  Power.  If  the  United  Blates 
have  a  right  td  enter  the  territory  of  Spain,  there 
to  suppress  the  Seminoles,  as  I  hare  contended, 
then  (he  President  may  assert  that  right;  for 
the  act  being  no  act  of  war  against  Spain,  a 
declaration  of  war  is  not  necessary  to  precede 
or  authorise  its  performance*  The  exercise  of  a 
light  is  neither  war  nor  cause  of  war ;  nor  does 
the  violence  which  opposition  may  render  ne- 
cessary, make  it  war.  We  may  enter  a  neutral 
territory  to  attack  an  enemy ;  we  may  seize  a 
neutral  place  to  anticipate  an  enemy ;  we  may 
pass  by  force,  when  necessary,  through  neutral 
territory ;  yet  the  place  or  territory  is  still  con- 
sfdcred  neutrsl,  and  therefore  the  act*  is  not 
war. 

This  right  of  the  nation  is  to  be  exercised  hj 
those  intrusted  with  its  protection.  The  Presi- 
dent is  charged  with  the  duty  of  asserting  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  and  he  is  furnished  with  the 
means.  He  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Fleet ;  and  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  laws 
(which  include  treaties)  be  faithfully  executed.* 
He  may  therefore  possess,  on  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whatever  another  Power  by  treaty 
Mthorizes  the  United  States  to  possess.  He  may 
do  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Sutes 
whatere r  the  law  of  nations  or  treaties  author- 
ise the  United  States  there  to  do.  He  cannot 
seek  satisfaction  by  war.  He  caunot  make  re- 
prisals. But  he  may  assert  a  specific  right ;  or 
take  possession  of  a  specific  thing,  claimed  by 
the  United  States.  Thusi  President  Madison 
took  possession  of  West  Florida,  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  and  also  by  Spain.  By  his  order. 
Wilkinson  took  the  fort  of  Mobile  from  a  Span- 
ish officer.  Force  was  to  hare  becfh  used,  but 
the  place  was  obtained  by  capitulation.  I  doubt 
not  thoMe  proceedings  had  the  entire  approbation 
of  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay.)  who  very  ably  ad- 
vocated the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  that 

provincct 

■ 

*  «'I  will  also  admit  that  thePkasideBt  is  boond  to 
s{M  the  Isws  and  treaties  faithfully  executed ;  and,  ao 
far  as  his  powers  extend,  to  eanse  them  to  be  exe- 
cuted."—l^yofR  a  neeeh  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  1800. 
.  « He  (the  President)  possesies  the  whole  Execu- 
tive power:  He  holds  and  directs  the  force  of  the 
nition.  Of  consequence,  any  act  to  be  performed  by 
the  ibroe  of  the  nation,  is  to  be  performed  tbrongh 
him.  Ue  is  chaiged  to  execute  the  laws.  A  treaty 
is  a  law.  He  most  then  execute  a  treaty,  where  he 
and  he  alone  poisestes  the  means  of  executing  it"— 
JfVom  a  tpeeek  of  Mr.  E.  LMngshn,  in  180O. 

t**!  have  nohesltatton  in  saying,  that  if  a  parent 
country  will  not  or  cannot  maintain  its  authority  in 
the  colony  adjacent  to  ni^  and  there  exists  in  it  a 
elate  of  misrole  and  disoider  menacing  onr  peace; 
and  if,  moreover,  snch  colony,  Irf  paaaing  into  the 
hands  of  any  other  Power,  would  become  dangeions 
to  the  integrity  of  the  IJ^ion,  and  msotfesdy  tend  to 
^  snhveisitfa  of  our  laws,  we  have.. a  xight»  uppn 


I  therefore  conclndiLihat^aU  the  right  whi^ 
the  United  States  had  toUo^the  acu  vnich  hare 
been  dona  in  Florida,  is  vested  in  the  President, 
the  BxecntiTe  branch  of  the  GoTemmenr. 

The  next  inquiry  which  I  propose  to  make  ii. 
Has  General  Jaduon  tratucended  his  orders^  or 
violaied  the  iaw  cf  nations  7 

In  examining  this  question,  it  is  necessary  to 
see,  in  the  first  place,  what  were  his  orders.  On 
examining  the  orders  under  which  General  Jack* 
son  acted,  I  find  them  to  be  as  follows : 

''SGth  Dec.  1817.  To  adopt  the  nteessarymsa- 
swts  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  it  has  ever 
been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from  considera- 
tions of  humanity,  to  aroid  ;  hat  which  is  now 
made  necessary  by  their  settled  hoatilitiesJ" 

'*  16th  Jan.  1818.  To  tcD'miDate  ^eedily  the 
war  with  the  Seminoles ;  and  with  exmmflmmi 
puniBBiiBirT  for  hostilities  so  unproroked;  the 
honor  of  the  United  States  requires  it" 

**  29th  Jan.  1818.  To  put  a  epeeAf  andsmcems- 
fiUtenninatum  to  the  Indian  war.*^ 

**6ih  Feb.  1818.  To  terminate  the  rapture 
with  the  Indians  as  speediljr  as  practicable  *,  to 
restore  peace  on  such  conditions  as  will  niake  it 
hsnarahle  and  pennanent.  The  bomor  of  oor 
army,  and  the  interest  of  our  country  reqaiie  ic^ 

In  an  order  issued  prcTious  to  all  thoee  whidi 
I  hare  quoted,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  of  December. 
1817,  and  addressed  to  Qeneral  Gainea,  he  is  al- 
lowed to  march  across  the  Florida  line,  and  at- 
tack the  Indians  within  its  limitsi,  ahoald  itbe 
found  necessary,  ^*iai2eei  thsm  should  skdter 
thsmseloes  under  a  SpaniA  fart.  In  the  last 
cTent,  you  will  immediately  notify  thia  Depart- 
ment."  This  erent  never  did  happen  ;  the  In- 
dians did  not  shelter  themselves  under  a  Spts- 
ish  forL  And  the  event  never  having  happened, 
the  orders  are  to  be  understood  as  if  no  socii 
clause  was  contained  therein.  This  clause  can- 
not be  construed  into  a  prohibition  to  possess 
himself  of  the  forts  of  Florida,  if  necessity,  or 
hostilities,  justified  the  commanding  oflieer  in 
doing  so,  according  to  the  law  of  nations  or  from 
treaties. 

I  will  consider  the  objections  that  hare  been 
made  to  the  proceedings  of  General  Jacboo:  I. 
In  occupying  St.  Marks.  2.  In  occupyiag  Pen- 
sacola.  3.  In  executing  Arbuthnot  and  Ambris- 
ter.  But  here  let  me  remark,  that  the  President 
has  refused  to  censure  or  punish  General  Jack- 
son for  his  proceedings  in  Florida,  aad  thus 
lakes  upon  himself  the  responsibility  for  them. 
It  is  the  President  that  is  responsible  to  Con- 
gress, and  we  shall  not  torn  aside  from  him  to 


etemsl  principles  of  self-preeervstion,  to  Isy  hold  of 
it.*'— fy«si  Jfe*.  Ctttv'o  neeeh  on  ike  oeewpaHan  cf 

M  The  isunuUble  prindples  of  self-defenee,  jM- 
fied,  therefore,  the  oceupsncy  of  the  Floxidss';  tai 
the  ssme  principles  will  wsrrsnt  the  Americso  Gov- 
ernment in  holding  it  until  snch  time  as  Speia  eui 
gusrmntee,  by  an  adequate  militaiy  force,  the  mtfs- 
Uintng  her  snthority  within  the  coleny/'*-iAv0s  Gee* 
Jbeten'e  di^patd^  June%  181U. 
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censare  a  sobordiDate  ofiicer.  It  is  tgaiast  the 
President  that  we  should  direct  our  measares,  if 
we  take  aof.  He  has  applaaded  Qcneral  Jack- 
son's motif  es,  and  excused  his  actions,  and  it  is 
not  for  na  to  condemn  them.  This  House  maf 
impeach,  and  the  Senate  may  try  the  President ; 
but  Gteneral  Jackson  is  not  responsible  to  either. 
Let  US  see  if  General  Jackson  was  not  justifi- 
able in  oeeopjingf  St.  Marks.  I  hare  attempted 
to  show  that,  as  the  United  States  had  been 
compelled,  by  the  delinquency  of  Spain,  to  do 
the  dutiea  or  Spain,  they  were  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  the  means,  and  so  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks,  as  a  means 
of  restrainioff  the  Indians.  I  hare  also  shown 
that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  necessity  authorizes 
the  temporary  seizure  of  a  place,  for  preventing 
the  enemy  from  seizing  this  place,  when  the 
neutral  sovereign  is  unable  to  defend  it.*  To 
require  that  the  exercise  of  this  ri^^ht  should  be 
preceded  by  a  declaration  of  war,  is  to  deny  the 
right  altogether,  which  is  to  take  possession  of 
the  fortress  of  a  neutrcU  Power.  The  Indians 
and  negroes  bad  threatened  to  occupy  St.  Marks,t 
and  premeditated  seizing  that  post.|  Fire  hun- 
dred of  them  had  approached  it,  to  the  alarm  of 
the  conuitander.§  The  case  in  which  it  i>  jus- 
tifiable to  seize  a  neutral  post,  existed.  The 
General  therefore  staods  fully  justified  in  the 
seizure  of  St.  Marks.  Thus,  the  Great  Freder- 
ick, harini^  ascertained  the  intended  inrasion 
and  partition  of  his  dominions,  by  Russia  and 
Austria,  took  Dresden  in  depot,  that  he  might  be 
beforehand  with  his  enemies. 

I  will  pass  from  St.  Marks  to  the  occupation 
of  Pensacola.  The  orders  of  Gkneral  Jackson 
vftere  to  "  adopt  the  necessary  measures"  to  pro- 
cure a  speedy  and  effectual  termination  of  the 
war,  and  a  peace  on  such  terms  as  would  be  per- 
manent, ana  honorable  to  the  army  and  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  the  war  could  not  be  speedily 
terminated,  if  the  Spanish  Gorernor  of  Pensa- 
cola abetted,  encouraged,  and  supplied  the  sar- 
siges,  and  obstructed  the  arriral  of  supplies  for 
the  American  army.  The  possession  ot  Pensa- 
oola  was  necessary  to  the  execution  of  his 
orders. 

Provisions  may  be  seized  by  force  when  neces- 
sary. |  Then  a  post  may  be  occupied  which  ob- 
struetB  their  arriral.  The  Spanish  commandant 
of  Pensacola  haring  eodangered  the  existence 
of  the  American  army,  by  detaining  their  sup- 
plies of  proTisions.  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  be  deprivea  of  the  power  of  doing  the 
same  again,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Gkneral  Jackson  was  reminded,  in  his  orders, 
of  the  honor  of  the  United  States,  and  the  honor 
€>f  the  army.  His  duty  to  preserve  both  invio- 
Isate  was  thus  particularly  impressed  upon  him. 
labile  engaged  in  suppressing  the  Seminoles, 
Aiid  thus  performiuff  what  it  was  the  doty  of 
Spain  to  have  done,lie  was  ordered  by  the  Gov- 
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ernor  of  Pensacola  to  retire  with  his  forces  from 
West  Florida,  with  a  threat  to  use  force  to  com- 
pel him,  if  he  did  not  comply.*  Will  any  mem- 
ber say,  that,  on  recelYing  this  order,  Jackson 
should  hare  fled  7  Ought  he  to  hare  forgotten 
the  HONOR  of  the  United  States,  the  bonor  of 
the  American  army,  so  lately  and  particularly 
recommended  to  his  safekeeping,  and  fled  from 
West  Florida,  before  the  Spanish  Cross,  toaroid 
the  arms  of  Don  Jos6  Mazot  ?  I  presume  no 
one  would  say  he  should  hare  fled.  Whaterer 
doubt  there  might  be  as  to  the  necessity  or  legal- 
ity of  taking  possession  of  Pensacola  before  the 
doremor  issued  this  menace,  there  was  none 
afterwards.  General  Jackson  at  once  saw  that 
if  he  retired,  he  retired  in  disgrace,  the  honor  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  army  tarnished| 
and  his  orders  shamefully  Tiolated.  It  became 
necessary  that  he  should  deprire  Mazot  of  the 
means  of  carrying  his  threat  into  execution.  A 
threat  which,  if  he  should  not  attempt  to  exe- 
cute against  General  Jackson  himself,  while  his 
army  remained  In  full  force,  it  now  became  ex- 
.tremely  probable  that  he  would  carry  into  exe- 
cution, with  the  aid  of  the  sarage  and  negro 
enemy,  against  the  diminished  force  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  might  leare  in  Florida.  The  im- 
mediate occupation  by  General  Jackson  of  the 
fort  of  Barancas^  was  the  necessary  and  proper 
result  of  the  hostile  declaration  of  Gof  ernor  Ha- 
zot. 

Such  a  threat  is  a  declaration  of  hostilities. 
If  it  is  made  by  one  SoTcreign  to  another,  it  is 
the  commencement  of  war.  Such  a  declaration, 
made  by  the  Kiog  of  Prussia  to  the  Emperor  of 
France,  commenced  the  war  in  which  was  fought 
the  battle  of  Jena,  which  brought  the  Prussian 
monarchy  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  The  French 
battalions  could  not  fly  out  of  Gkrmany  before 
the  Prussian  eagle.  Sir,  such  a  threat  is  not 
merely  a  declaration  of  hostilities;  it  is  even  re- 
garded as  an  attack,  and  gives  to  him  who  is 
threatened  the  defensive,  although  he  should 
strike  the  flrst  blow.f  The  possession  of  Pensa- 
cola became  indispensable,  by  the  threat  of  Gov- 
ernor Mazot,  to  the  execution  of  General  Jack- 
son's orders,  to  the  preservation  of  the  honor  of 
the  army,  and  to  its  security. 

But  it  is  said  that  General  Jackson  made  war 
against  Spain ;  and  it  is  said  that  all  violence  is 
war.  This  is  a  mistake.  We  know  that  the  United 
States  are  not  at  war  with  Spain,  although  Gen- 
eral Jackson  has  exerted  some  force  against  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola,  on  the  declaration  of 
hostilities  made  by  the  latter.  Public  war  exists 
between  nations.  The  right  of  making  such  a 
war  belongs  only  to  the  sovereign  power.  But 
it  sometimes  happens  that  the  commander  of  a 

gortion  of  the  armed  force,  finds,  or  supposes  he 
nds,  the  exercise  of  violence  necessary  against 
some  portion  of  the  public  force  of  another  Pow- 
er, altbough  no  war  exists  between  the  two  na- 
tions. Such  acts  of  force  may  indeed  have,  a 
tendency  to  produce  public  war  between  the  na- 
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li^B  I*  (bf  7  beeoiiie  mIjcqu  of  diiciiiiioB  \  tlwf 
paj  be  justified  or  they  mfty  be  disarowed.  Tboe. 
u  1754,  Major  Wasbingtoo,  with  foor  haodred 
loeo,  erected  a  fort  oa  the  Ohio,  where  he  was 
attfioked  by  De  Villier,  «  Preooh  eomiBandery 
with  nine  hgndred  men,  and  obliged  to  aapilulate. 
Tet  w«r>  public  war,  did  not  comnoenco  beiweeo 
the  two  nations  antil  1755.  la  1750,  erents  took 
place  between  the  forces  of  Soglaod  and  Franco, 
in  MoTa  Scotia,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  those 
which  )stely  occurred  in  Florida.  Major  Law- 
rence, with  a  small  force,  advanced  to  reduce 
S9me  insurgents  called  French  neutrals,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  instigating  the  Indians  to 
attack  the  Eoglish  inhabitants  \  those  insurgents 
fied  and  took  protection  with  the  French  com- 
mander, Monsieur  La  Gome,  who  commanded 
jU'teen  hundred  men.  Lawrence  forbore  to  at- 
tack him,  because  he  was  unable  \  but  inquired 
on  what  principle  he  protected  the  insurgents  1 
I^  Come  answered,  that  he  was  ordered  to  defend 
ftat  post,  and  would  obey  his  orders.  The  his- 
torian adds,  that  "  during  the  j^ears  1751  and  1752 

*  the  Indians  and  their  •coadjutors  continued  to 
'  disturb,  plunder,  and  butcher,  the  new  colonists*; 
^  in  their  expeditions  they  werecoontenanced  and 

*  supported  \y  the  French  commanders,  who  al- 
'  ways  supplied  them  with  boats,  arms,  and  am- 
'  monition.''  If  no  direct  hostilities  took  place 
t^re  between  the  English  and  French  command- 
ers, we  are  informed  what  the  reason  was.  The 
historian  tells  us  that  the  English  commander 
knew  *'  that  he  was  unable  to  cope  with  such  a 
ibrce  in  the  open  field."t 

In  1794  Qovcrpor  Simcoe  built  a  fort  at  the 
rapids  of  Maumee.  This  fort  we  know  General 
Wayne  was  allowed  by  President  Washington 
to  take,  if  it  impeded  his  operations,  although 
there  was  no  war  between  the  two  nations. 
Wayne*  iu  his  despatches,  said  he  would  hare 
alormea  it  had  a  gun  been  fired.  He  no  doubt 
would  have  stormed  it  had  Major  Campbell  threat- 
ened to  drive  him  out  of  the  country,  as  Mazot 
threatened  to  drire  General  Jackson.  An  action 
took  place  between  the  Leopard  and  the  Chesa- 
peake ;  but  that  did  not  produce  public  war  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Another  action  took 
place  between  an  American  frigate  and  the  Little 
Belt;  yet  the  nations  remained  at  peace.  These 
events  show  that  acts  of  violence  occurring  be- 
tween commanders  of  portions  of  the  armed  force 
of  different  countries,  each  asserting  the  rights 
or  mainuining  the  pretensions  of  their  respective 
Governments,  are  not  such  acts  of  war  as  must 
be  preceded  by  a  declaration  of  war.  Such  acts 
will  happen,  in  whatsoever  hands  the  war-declar- 
inf  power  may  be  vested.  They  are  not  effects 
or  war ',  they  may  be  subjects  for  reparation.) 
You  are  about  to  establish  a  post  at  the  Yellow 
Stone  river ;  perhaps  another  at  Galveston;  and 

*  President  Madison  ordered  the  navsl  commanders 
to  take  no  insnlt»  either  as  it  regsrded  the  matter  et 
Ike  manner* 
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.  at  the  mouth  of  the  CotomMa  river.  The 
eommaaders  may  be  brought  into  uoUisMm  wnk 
the  commanders  of  the  forces  of  oUbcr  oatioat; 
they  may  fight  long  before  yon  can  hear  of  soefc 
collision,  and  yet  the  nations  may  remain  tc 
peace. 

But  ithas  been  said  by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  CurJ 
on  another  occasion,  that  the  right  <»f  levying 
taxes  has  been  wrerted  from  Congreas.  I  np- 
pose  that  the  aUnsion  was  to  the  eatahliabiiient  of 
a  custom-house  at  Pensacola,  and  that  chat  eea- 
stitutes  one  of  the  objections  to  be  uifsd  against 
the  prooeedings  of  General  Jackson.  Whacewr 
may  be  said  of  the  authority  of  the  QcaenI  to 
establish  a  cosiem-hoBse  at  Pensacuia,  the  act  is 
no  usurpation  on  the  power  of  Cougrass,  imlcss  it 
can  be  shown  that  Congress  poesMed  the  right 
to  establish  a  custom-house  at  Pensaoola.  I  do 
not  perceive  that  Congress  possess  the  right  The 
power  of  Congress  to  legislate  is  eoafined  to  the 
American  territories,  and  the  objects  enamerafed 
in  the  Constitution.  I  conteeiva  that  Congress 
can  eaercse  no  power  over  a  territary  ai^owl- 
edged  by  them  to  belong  to  a  foraiga  Power.  If 
treaties  or  the  law  of  nations  give  the  United 
States  a  right  to  act  within  the  territory  of  a  for- 
eign Power,  in  peace  or  in  war,  it  is  the  Bxceuiive 
that  must  so  act.  The  British  contnmnier  at 
Castine  established  a  coBtom«<hoQse  there  dvriag 
the  late  war ;  it  was  not  eatabiinhed  bf  the  BcK- 
ish  Parliament.  Where  one  aatioa  by  its  aiws 
occupies  an  V  part  of  the  territory  of  another,  it  is 
nsual  to  collect  the  duties,  aad  let  the  magtstnies 
administer  the  laws.  The  right  results  ftoa  the 
umporary  possession.  IfthatponeeeioDiswroog, 
all  its  consequences  are  so ;  but  if  the  ptissaiion 
is  right,  iu  necessary  coaseqaeaoesaiealao  right 
Whatever  facts  and  frgunients  will  Maiuiaia  the 
right  to  take  possession  of  a  pUee^  will  anppcrt 
the  riaht  of  the  possessoia  to  mainiaiD  ia  opera- 
tion the  usual  or  necessary  laws.  And  thsefiire, 
whether  the  American  military  force  in  poansiion 
of  Pensacola  might  collect  the  usual  lubiomi  or 
not,  depends  on  the  former  question,  whetiser  they 
had  a  right  to  take  possession  or  not. 

I  will  next  consider  the  objeetioaa  made  to  the 
conduct  of  Gkneral  Jackson,  in  the  ezecniioB  of 
Arbuthnot  aad  Ambrisier. 

Some  of  my  argnmeau  an  this  heaach  of  the 
subject,  have  been  anticipated  by  the  hcsocahle 
member  who  has  preceded  me.  the  ehairmao  of 
the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Jouvaaa:  af  Ken- 
tucky,) and  it  gives  me  satisfaetioa  mfind  that  my 
opinion  agrees  with  that  of  a  gentleuiaa  who  is 
as  much  distinguished  by  hia  humanity  aa  by 
his  valor. 

My  observations  will  chiefly  relate  to  the  caie 
of  Ambrister,  as  the  proceedings  against  him  have 
have  been  the  most  censored;  and  what  is  said 
of  bis  case  will  in  the  genenl  apply  to  that  of  Ar- 
buthnot. • 

I  will  attempt  to  mainuin  that  Ambrister  was 
an  outlaw,  making  war  without  authority,  insti- 
gating savages  to  an  unlawful  war,  a  leader  of 
banditti,  and  liable,  by  the  law  of  nations  aad  the 
usages  of  war,  to  aofier  death. 
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It  wtt  fooi4  bf  the  apMitl  eonri  inertia],  thftt 
Ambrisivr  Jwd  l«d  and  eaminaDdcd  lodkos  in 
etrryiM  oa  war  agaiast  yie  Uaited  Statei,  being 

*  Britita  aobjeet.  Peace  cxiett  between  all  the 
eiuzena  oftbe  United  Sutet  and  ail  the  aabjectt 
or  Great  Britain ;  and  tlic  Bnglisbman  who  eean- 
itla.  aide,  or  abeta  mTagcs  to  maMaere  the  people 
of  the  Uaiied  Stalee,  is  a  narderer. 

It  is  the  laws  of  war,  a  branch  of  the  law  of 
natioasy  thai  gjfes  to  the  conBCiandiBg  General  a 
right  to  pni  prieoneiB  to  death,  either  for  a  Tiola- 
tioa  o(  the  Ofli^et  of  war,  or  by  wa)r  of  reuliatioa. 
in  the  one  ease,  they  die  for  their  own  ertoie, 
ud  their  ponishment  is  jnst ;  in  the  other,  they 
are  pot  to  death  for  the  crimes  of  their  party,  and 
their  panisboient  is  justified  by  policy. 

Among  the  crimes  apinst  the  laws  of  war,  for 
which  a  prisoner  mayjostly  die,are-->l.  Making 
war  without  authority,  the  war  being  lawful;  2. 
Jinking  war,  if  the  wnr  is  unlawful ;  3.  Using 
mcnas  conimry  to  the  Inws  of  war. 

That  article  of  the  laws  of  war  that  prorides 
tknt  he  who  fights  without  authority  is  liable  to 
tofier  death,  seems  not  to  hare  been  rightly  un- 
derstood  by  either  branch  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee:  but  itis4i  rale  well  established^  and  rery 
beneficial  to  humanity.  General  Jackson  seems 
to  me  to  hsTO  entertained  n  correct  tden  of  the 
mie,  bat  not  to  hare  taken  time,  when  giving  bis 
order  for  the  eieootion  of  Ambrister,  to  express 
himadf  with  sufficient  clearness.  I  should  inter- 
polate the  rule  as  kid  down  by  him,  and  make  it 
read  thus:  **  It  is  an  established  principle  of  the 
'  lew  of  nations,  that  any  indtTioual  of  a  nation 
^  making  wnr  against  the  citiaens  (or  eoldiers)  of 
^  nnotber  naiion,  the  nations  being  at  pence,  (and 

*  huTiag  no  nntbority  by  being  in  the  servioe  of  a 
^  Power  makiBff  a  lawful  war,)  forfeits  the  pro- 
'  teetion  of  his  Goremment ;  nnd  becomes  an  out- 

*  law  (or  robber,  if  he  makes  war  bF  land)  or  a 

*  pirate,  (if  be  makes  war  by  sea.")  The  rule 
thus  amended  is  equally  applicable  to  the  case  of 
Ambrister,  as  in  the  form  expressed  by  General 
Jackson.  And  it  is  fully  established  by  the  wri- 
ters on  the  law  of  natioas. 

Ambrister,  being  the  subject  of  a  Power  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  of  his  own  free 
will)  wjihottt  any  authority  from  any  GoFern- 
ment,  haM  dared  to  make  war  upon  the  United 
States.  L«ei  us  hear  what  the  writers  on  the  law 
of  nations  sny  on  this  cnse.  National  war  is  a 
conflict  between  nation  and  nation.  It  nerer  can 
be  undertaken  or  carried  on  but  by  the  authority 
of  the  soFereigo.*  Therefore  subjects  cannot 
act  herein  of  themselYes,  and  without  the  soFcr- 
elgn's  order  thej  are  not  to  commit  any  hostilitF.  t 
The  necessity  of  n  particular  order  is  so  thoroughly 
established,  that  cFen  afur  a  declaration  of  war 
between  two  nations, if  the  peasants  of  themseWes 
eomfnit  any  hostilities,  the  enemy,  instead  of 
sparing  Ibem,  hangs  them  up,  as  so  many  robbers 
or  bnndi(ti*t  The  Fiolenee  committed  by  the 
subjeots  of  one  nation  against  those  of  another, 
without  nothorlty  from  their  sorereign,  nre  now 
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looked  upon  as  robberies  \  aad  the  perpetmloEa 
are  excluded  from  the  righu  of  lawful  pria- 
oners.* 

It  appears  therefore  that,  had  war  actually  ex- 
isted between  the  United  Btntes  and  Ghreat  Beit* 
ain,  and  Ambrister  had,  without  authority  from 
his  QoFemment,  consmitted  hostilities  agaiast 
the  United  States,  he  would  huFe  been  justly  con- 
sidered as  a  robber,  and  liable  to  be  hanged  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer  into  whose  hands 
he  had  fallen. 

This  rule  of  the  law  of  war,  that  no  one  is  to 
fight  without  authority,  was  auerted  by  the  enemy 
in  the  war  of  our  Rerolotion,  in  the  case  of  Gob- 
onel  fithan  Allen.  He  adFanced  against  Mon- 
tresl.  with  a  few  Folunteers;  his  party  was  routed, 
aad  ne  himself  made  'prisoner ;  aad,  under  pre- 
text of  his  hariog  acted  without  authority,  he 
was  thrown  into  irons,  nnd  sent  to  England  ns  a 

traitor.t 

Those  who  kill  an  enemy  in  war  are  excnnsd 
In  consideration  of  their  acting  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  But  those  who  fight  contrary  to 
their  duty,  or  without  iu  being  thetr  duty,  the 
laws  of  war  equally  condemn  as  the  deserter,  him 
who  has  broke  his  parole,  or  him  who  fights  with- 
out authority. 

War  being  a  great  calamity,  they  well  deserFe 
to  die  who  Fiolate  those  laws  which  haFe  been 
agreed  upon  by  ciriiixed  nations  for  the  purpose 
of  dimioishtnff  iu  horrors.  War  is  sofiieiently 
destmctiFc  wnen  its  operations  nre  confined  to 
those  who  are  authorixed  to  prosecute  it  bF  tlie 
GoFernment;  but  how  horrible  would  it  be,  if 
CFery  person  belonging  to  one  Power,  had  a  right 
to  attack  and  kill  any  person  belonging  to  the 
other  1  And  if  that  man  may  be  lawfully  and 
justly  nut  to  death,  who,  without  authority,  at- 
tacks tne  soldiers  ot  the  enemy,  how  much  more 
does  that  man  deserFc  to  die,  whose  country  being 
nt  peace,  inst^^ates  ssFages  Co  the  horrid  acts  ef 
undistinguishwg  massacre. 

The  law  of  nations  is,  thnt  the  subject  ef  a 
neutral  Power  who  wages  war  by  land,  is  punish- 
able with  death,  unless  he  is  in  the  serFice  of  a 
Power  carrying  on  a  regular  war.  And  nations 
haFe  gone  further  as  to  war  carried  on  by  sen, 
and  agreed,  geaerally,  that  not  eren  a  commissiim 
shall  exempt  from  the  punishment  of  death  him 
who,  being  the  subject  of  a  neutml,  exereises  hes- 
tilities  by  sea.  But  the  committee  suf,  Arbuth- 
not  and  Ambrister  were  "acting  with  n  Power 
acknowledged  independent  by  us.''  I  can  by  no 
means  agree  with  the  committee.  Look  at  the 
Constitution ;  Indians  nre  spoken  of  as  a  part  of 
our  population.  Look  at  our  treaty  with  Sjiaitt ; 
each  party  engages  to  restrain  the  Indinns  within 
their  ter iitory ;  and  those  in  Floridn  are  spoken 
of  as  the  Indians  of  Spain.  Look  at  our  treaties 
with  the  Indians^  they  acknowledge  themselFSs 
to  be  under  our  protection;  and  consequently 
they  owe  us  allegiance ;  for  protection  and  alle- 
giance are  reciprocal.    Refer  to  the  notes  of  our 
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CfommissioDen  at  Qhent,  which  are  among  the 
ablest  Sute  papers  that  hare  appeared  ;  foa  will 
find  the  followiDg  passages:  ^'If  the  United 
'  Slates  had  now  asserted  that  the  Indians  within 

*  their  boandaries,  who  hare  aeknowiedged  the 
^  United  States  as  their  only  protectors,  were  their 
^  subjects,  liring  only  at  sufferance  on  their  lands, 
^  far  from  being  the  first  in  making  that  assertion, 
'  they  would  only  hare  followed  the  eiampie  of 
'  the  principles  uniformly  and  tnrariably  asserted 
'  in  substance,  and  frequently  avowed,  in  express 

*  terms,  by  the  British  GoTernment  itself.    The 

*  United  Slates  claim,  of  right,  with  respect  to 

*  all  European  nations,  and  particularly  with  re- 
'  spect  to  Qreat  Britain,  the  entire  soTereigaty 

<  oyer  the  whole  territory,  and  all  the  persons 

<  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  their  domin- 

*  ions."  All  this  tends  to  prove  that  the  Indians 
are  subjects,  or  subject  communities,  owing  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States.  The  proposition 
affirmed  by  the  minority  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee that  white  men  may  enter  into  the  service  of 
Indians,  and  that  they  thereby  become  entitled 
to  the  same  treatment  in  all  respects  as  the  In- 
dians, I  do  not  admit.  I  contend  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  Indians  would  not  shield  from  a  pros- 
ecution a  white  man,  the  subject  of  a  neutral 
Power,  who  had  associated  himself  with  the  In- 
dians, and  killed  a  citizen  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  State. 

Volunteers  are  allowed  to  serve  foreign  Pow- 
ers. Let  us  see  why  this  custom  has  become  a 
part  of  the  law  of  nations.  "  The  noble  view  of 
^  acquiring  instruction  in  the  art  of  war,  and  be- 
( coming  more  capable  of  serving  our  country, 
^  has  introduced  a  method  of  serving  as  voiun- 
'  tears  even  in  foreicn  armies ;  and  the  custom  is 
'  doubtless  justified^y  the  sublimity  of  the  mo- 
'  tive."*  But  this  sublime  motive  will  not  justify 
the  civilized  man  in  entering  into  the  service  of 
the  ferocious  and  murdering  savage,  to  learn  the 
use  of  the  hatchet  and  the  scalping  knife. 
<;  Ambrister  did  not,  by  coming  to  Florida,  owe 
allegiance  to  Bowless  or  to  Hifiisbajo.  He  con- 
tinued the  subject  of  Great  Britain ;  and  he  owed 
temporary  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Spain.  Bv 
aiding  savages  to  carry  on  war  against  the  Uni- 

*  ted  States,  he  violated  the  British  treaty,  the 
Spanish  treaty,  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  the  laws  of  war,  and  justly  suffered 
death. 

It  is  only  in  lawful  wars  that  thoae  who  are 
taken  are  entitled  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war.  A  war,  to  be  lawful,  must  be  underuken 
by  the  sovereign  Power.f  There  must  be  lawful 
authority  for  making  it,  and  apparent  just  cause. 
It  must  not  be  merely  an  incursion  for  havoc  and 
pillage.  An  indivionai  cannot  wage  lawful  war 
against  a  nation ;  he  is  a  robber.  A  family  can- 
not; they  will  be  robbers.  A  tribe  of  savages 
cannot ;  they  may  be  treated  as  enemies  of  the 
human  race.    *^  Nations  which  are  always  ready 

*  to  take  arms  on  any  prospect  of  advantage,  are 

*  lawless  robbers  *,  but  they  who  seem  to  delight 
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'  in  the  ravages  of  war,  who  epread  it  on 

'  without  any  other  motives  thaft  their  ferocitr. 

*  are  monsters  unworthy  the  name  of  men.    Ail 

*  nations  have  a  right  to  join  in  puniahiag,  sup* 
'  pressing,  and  even  exterminating  such  siv- 
'  ages.'^  This  is  the  language  of  the  law  of  u- 
tions.  Then,  as  the  Seminole  savages  could  not 
themselves  make  a  lawful  war  against  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  their  chiefs.  Bowleg  and  Hiiiishsjo, 
could  not  communicate  such  a  right  to  Ambrister. 

If  Great  Britain  had  been  at  war  with  tke 
United  States,  and  Ambrister,  ber  aohiecc,  haA 
exercised  hostilities  against  them,  withooc  au- 
thority from  his  Government,  the  laws  of  war 
condemn  him  to  die,  as  has  been  dearly  ahown.t 
Surely  the  circumstance  of  his  nation  being  at 
peace  with  us,  does  not  increase  hie  rights;  It 
only  increases  his  guilt. 

I  would  go  still  farther,  sir,  but  for  this  I  have 
no  express  written  authority  in  point;  I  would 
relv  on  reason  and  analogy.  I  say  if  Nicholis 
had  been  taken  during  the  late  war,  with  his 
Britannic  Maiesty's  commission  in  his  pocket, 
when  engaged  in  exciting  savages  to  manacce 
the  peaceful  citizens  of  our  frontiers,  he  wouU 
have  deserved  to  have  been  hanged  for  osiag 
means  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war.  The  nriaci- 
ple  I  contend  for  seems  to  have  been  acted  on  ta 
the  case  of  Colonel  Hamilton,  the  British  con- 
mander  of  Vincennes,  in  the  war  of  the  Revela- 
tion. That  officer  having  excited  the  Indians  to 
war  against  the  frontier  settlers,  waa  attacked  by 
Colonel  Clark,  and  surrendered  hiaawlf  and  his 
garrison  prisoners  of  war.  The  hiatorian  tdb 
us  that  "  with  a  few  of  his  immediate  ageouaad 
'  counsellors,  who  had  been  instromenial  in  the 

*  savage  barbarities  he  had  encoaiaged,  he  wai, 

*  by  order  of  the  Bxecutive  of  Yirginia,  pot  ii 

*  irons,  and  confined  in  jail.")  There  are  cer- 
tain means,  the  use  of  which  is  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  war;  as  poisoning,  aasaasinaiioo, 
entering* the  camp  of  an  enemy  in  di^ise, 
as  spies,  or  with  intent  to  poison,  aasasstaaie, 
or  corrupt ;  soldiers  guilty  of  any  of  these  of- 
fences are  liable  to  suflfer  death ;  and,  I  would 
add,  to  the  list  of  unlawful  means,  exciting  sav- 
ages to  war.  Our  Commissioners  at  Oheot  de- 
clared that  ''  the  employment  of  savagea  whose 
'known  rote  of  warfare  w  the  indiacnniaate 

'  torture  and  butchery  of  women,  chiUieo,  and 

*  prisoners,  is,  itself,  a  departure  from  the  priuci- 
'  pies  of  humanity  observed  between  all  civilized 
'  Christian  nations,  even  in  war."  Then,  let 
this  practice  be  terminated.  That  is  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  exemplarjr  ponishment  of  every 
instigator  of  Indian  hostilities. 

I  cannot  perceive  any  ground  for  the  compa* 
rison  made  between  the  cases  of  Lafiiyette,  Kos> 
ciusko,  Pulaski,  and  De  Kalb,  with  those  of  Ar^ 
buthnot  and  Ambrister.  Po  those  who  make 
thi^  comparison  find  any  likeness  between  tie 
United  States  and  the  Seminole  tribe  of  savages  ? 
The  war  of  the  Revolution  was  carried  on  u  a 
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oivil  war,  in  which  the  treatmaat  of  prisoners  is 
the  same  as  in  a  re^aiar  war  between  two  na- 
tions.'* And  as  foreij^ner^  are  allowed  to  enter 
into  the  service  of  either  partjr  in  such  a  war, 
they  were  conseoaently  entitled  to  treatment 
similar  to  that  which  other  prisoners  of  their 
partr  received. 

Haying  considered  the  liability  of  Ambrister  to 
tafier  death,  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  war, 
ia  exereisinff  anlawfol  hostilities,  I  will  next 
consider  his  liability  to  be  put  to  death  by  way 
of  reUliatioD,  as  a  person  incorporated  with  the 
enemy. 

I  lay  down,  with  regard  to  the  savages,  this 
rale  of  warfare.  Whatever  degree  of  force,  what- 
ever destruction,  whatever  punishment  for  viola- 
tion the  usages  of  war  or  by  way  of  retaliation, 
is  found  necessary  to  deter  them  from  robbing 
our  citizens,  and  massaereing  our  women  and 
chiidren  ;  that  force,  destruction,  and  punishment, 
they  should  be  made  to  feel,  and  no  more.  So 
much  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  inflict  on 
the  principle  of  self-preservation.  And  if  we  do 
not  inflict  so  much,  we  fail  in  our  sacred  duty  to 
preserve  the  people. 

I  find  this  opinion  fully  supported  by  the  au- 
thority and  example  of  the  greatest  man  that 
this  or  any  other  country  has  produced.  Gkn- 
erai  Washington,  who  knew  when  to  silence 
pity,  if  its  exercise  was  injurious  to  his  country, 
did  not  consider  the  usages  of  war,  or  the  princi- 
ples of  hamanitjTi  as  applicable  to  a  war  carried 
on  for  the  punishment  of  the  unprovoked  and 
atrocious  hostilities  of  savagea.t  In  his  order  to 
General  Sullivan,  directing  his  operations  in  the 
Indian  country,  1  find  the  following  clauses : 

"  The  expedition  jon  are  appointed  to  command  is 
to  be  directed  against  the  hostile  tribes  of  the  8ix  Na- 
tions of  Indians,  with  their  associates  and  adherents. 
The  immediate  objects  are  the  total  destruction  and 
devastation  of  their  settlements,  and  the  captnie  of  as 
many  prisoners  of  everr  sge  and  sex  as  posiible." 

"  I  would  lecommend  tluit  some  post  m  the  centre 
of  the  Indian  eonntry  be  oeeupied  with  all  expeditiony 
with  a.  aaflkienl  quantity  of  provision,  whence  parties 
sihonld  be  detadied  to  lay  waste  all  the  settlements 
around,  with  injonctions  to  do  it  in  the  moot  efiiBctaal 
manner,  that  the  country  may  not  merely  be  overrun, 
bat  destroyed." 

**  Alter  jou  have  Tery  thoroughly  completed  the  de- 
Btmction  of  their  settlements,  if  the  Indians  should 
■how  a  disposition  for  peace,  I  would  have  yon  to  en- 
courage it,  on  condition  that  they  will  giTS  some  de- 
cisive CTidence  of  their  sincerity,  by  delivering  up 
lome  of  the  principal  instigators  of  Uieir  past  hostili- 
ties, into  OUT  hands— Butler,  Brandt,  the  most  mis- 
chievous of  the  Tories  tiMt  have  joined  them,  or  any 
»ther  they  may  have  in  their  power,  that  we  are  in- 
terested to  get  into  ouis." 

^  But  yon  will  not,  by  any  means^  listsn  to  over- 
tures of  peace,  before  the  total  ruin  of  their  asltle* 
sseoits  is  eflected." 

«•  Our  &tore  security  will  be  in  their  inability  to 
njuie  us — the  distance  to  which  they  ar»driven»  and 
he  terror  with  which  the  severi^  of  the  chastisement 
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they  receive^  will  inspire  them— peaee  without  ibis 
would  be  fidlaeiotts  and  tsmporary/' 

**  When  we  have  efibctnally  chsstised  them,  we 
may  then  listen  to  peace ;  and  endeavor  to  draw,  fur- 
ther advantage  from  their  fears." 

Such  were  the  orders  given  by  General  Wash- 
ington for  inflicting  exemplary  punishment  on 
the  savages.  Let  us  see  how  they  were  executed. 
"Bver|r  lake,  river,  and  creek,  in  the  countrv  of 

*  the  Six  Nations  was  traced  for  villages,  ana  no 
'  vestige  of  human  industry  was  permitted  to  re- 
'  main.  Houses,  corn-fields,  gardens,  and  fruit 
'  trees,  shared  one  common  fate.    Eighteen  vil- 

*  lages,  a  number  of  detached  buildings,  one  hon- 
'  dred  and  sixty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and  all 
^  thoae  fruita  and  vegetables  which  conduce  to 

*  the  comfort  and  suosistence  of  men,  were  at* 

*  terly  destroyed.*  On  receiving  the  communi- 
<  cations  of  General  Sullivan,  Congreas  nassed  a 
^  vote  of  approbation  of  his  conduct,  and  of  that 
'  of  the  army." 

Had  Brandt  and  Butler  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
General  Washington,  they  would,  no  doubt,  have 
met  the  fate  of  Arbothnot  and  Ambrister.  So 
resolved  was  General  Washington  that  a  severe 
example  should  be  made,  that  he  would  not  even 
listen  to  proposals  of  peace  until  it  had  been  done. 
In  the  present  case,  also,  the  punishment  was  in- 
flicted for  example ;  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
frontier ;  to  preserve  from  the  hatchet  and  scaln- 
ing-kaife  women  and  chiidren.  Many  will  be 
saved  by  the  exam|)le;  but,  should  only  one  be 
saved,  Arbatbnot  and  Ambrister  have  not  died 
in  vain. 

Retaliation  may  be  exercised  even  on  the  inno- 
cent, where  the  enemy  have  been  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  usaffes  of  war.f  A  prisoner  of 
war  may  sometimeshe  pot  to  death  to  punish  a 
nation  that  has  violated  the  laws  of  war  |  When- 
ever the  enemy  sets  us  the  example  of  departing 
from  the  laws  of  war  we  are  at  liberty  to  follow 
it.$  General  Washington,  in  devastating  the  In- 
dian eoantry,  and  In  the  case  of  Sir  Charles  Aa- 
gill,  who  was  marked  for  death  by  lot,  as  a  re- 
taliation for  a  crime  committed  by  an  English 
captain,  acknowledged  the  force  and  expediency 
of  the  law  of  retahation.  The  Congress  of  the 
Revoiation,||  the  Congress  during  the  adminia- 
tration  of  Mr.  Adams,!!  and  the  Congress  daring 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison^**  ail  acknowlf 
edged  the  expediency  of  retaliating,  even  on  the 
innocent,  the  outrages  and  ill-usage  committed 
on  prisoners  by  the  enemy. 

It  is  denied  that  the  right  to  retaliate  is  vested 
in  the  commanding  General;  and  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  retaliation  b]r  the  President,  are 
cited  to  prove  that  the  right  u  not  in  the  Gkn»> 
ral.  But  it  is  the  commanding  General  that  is 
declared  by  the  law  of  nations  to  possess  this 
right  ^tt  8nd  the  proceedings  of  General  Wasb- 
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lofloo  with  mpeet  to  Sir  CUiartci  A^fill,  pmwe 
that  be  cootidered  hnMtlf  m  pott€««ed  ^f  xkt 
light.  Id  tiich  a  case  at  that,  the  writera  od  the 
laws  of  oatioDs  recomineiid  olemeoey**  8seh 
elemeDcy  did  save  Sir  Oharles  AegiU.  Qeneral 
JaeksoD  had  no  oecasioa  for  its  exercise.  He 
never  marked  the  innoeent  for  retaliatioD.  He 
made  examples  only  of  the  gailty. 

The  acts  of  CoDgreM  paned  darioff  our  two 
last  ipars  were  expedieat  to  remove  all  doobts  of 
the  right  of  the  President  to  retaliate  on  French 
and  British  prisoners  i  and  it  was  neeessarv  that 
the  retaliation  in  those  eases  should  be  by  hts 
order,  as  there  was  no  commander  who  could 
claim  the  anthority  in  those  cases.  And. in  both 
those  eases  the  cmelties  intended  to  be  retaliated 
were  perpetrated  by  the  authority  of  the  foreisn 
QoTemments.  But,  usually,  this.right  to  retali- 
ate should  be  left  to  the  commaadmg  Gkneral ; 
for  it  is  inexpedient  to  introduce  into  the  Cabinet, 
which  should  be  composed  of  men  of  peace,  the 
work  of  blood. 

The  committee  come  to  the  condusien  that 
General  Jackson  acted  unlawfully  by  supposing 
that  the  special  court  or  board  of  oifieers  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  fact  in  the  cases  of  Arbuth- 
BOt  and  Ambrister  were  a  general  court  martial, 
appointed  to  try  and  determine  ofiences  under 
the  articles  of  war.  If  that  were  so,  the  second 
aentenoe  of  the  court  in  Ambrislei's  case,  that  he 
should  reeeive  fifty  stripes,  and  be  confined  with* 
a  ball  and  chain  to  hara  labor  for  twelve  calendar 
months,  is  contrary  to  law,  and,  therefore,  void ; 
for,  an  act  of  Congress  has  repealed  so  much  of 
the  articles  of  war  at  authorises  the  infliction  of 
corporeal  punishment  by  stripes*!  But  the  court 
was  net  appointed  under  the  artides  of  war.  It 
was  neither  a  general  nor  a  regimental  court  mar- 
tial. Its  authority  was  deriv^  from  the  order  of 
the  commanding  Gtenerai,  and  was  to  investigate 
charges,  and  record  their  opinion  as  to  the  cuilt  of 
Innocence  of  the  prisoners,  and  what  punishment, 
if  any,  should  be  inflicted.  The  law  under  which 
Ambrister  was  punished  was  the  laws  of  war. 
Those  laws  do  not  authorize  infliction  of  torture. 
Therefore,  the  second  sentence,  to  inflict  stripes 
and  labor  at  a  ball  and  chain,  is  illegal  and  void. 
Whatever  law  the  court  was  appointed  and  acted 
imder,  the  second  sentence  is  unlawlbl  and  void  ; 
coniequently,  the  flrst  sentenoe,  that  Ambrister 
should  suiTer  death  by  being  shot,  was  the  only 
legal  sentence,  and  properly  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

But  should  you  allow  to  the  second  sentence 
the  effect  of  setting  aside  the  first,  then  the  facts 
will  have  been  found,  and  there  will  be  no  sen- 
tence; and  the  order  of  the  Qeneral  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Ambrister  will  rest  on,  and  stand  justi- 
fied by,  the  laws  and  usages  of  war.} 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  resemblance  be- 
tween the  proceedings  of  General. Washington  in 
the  case  of  Andre,  and  the  proceedings  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson  in  the  cases  of  Arbothnot  and  Am- 
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brister.  General  Washington^  in  hia  order  to  \hc 
court,  says  to  them,  '^Alier  a  careful  examioatioo, 
^  you  wUl  be  pleaseiL  as  sp«edily  as  possible,  to 

*  report  a  precise  state  of  his  case,  together  with 

*  your  opinion  on  the  light  in  which  ae  ought  to 
'  be  considered,  aad  the  punishmeot  that  ought  to 
<be  inflicted."  Gkneral  Jackson  appointed  the 
special  court  "  for  the  purpose  of  ia  vestigatiig  the 
charges'*  against  the  prisoners,  direetiog  them  "  to 
'  record  their  opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  iaooceiice 

*  of  the  prisoners,  aad  what  puoishoMnL  if.  any, 

<  should  he  inflicted."  The  substantia/  a^iW 
ment  is  very  remarkable ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  disc/o- 
gnish  between  the  cases  so  as  to  ceasare  the  one 
of  these  Generals  withoat  ceosuriag  the  other. 
One  of  the  criminals  was  a  spy.  and  in  manners, 
a  polished  gentleman ;  the  other  was  a  brigand, 
carrying  on  hostilities  at  the  head  of  Indians  aad 
negroes.  They  were  equally  offenders  against 
the  usages  of  war,  and  with  equal  justice  soP 
fered  death* 

Andre  died  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  com- 
manding General,  according  to  the  usages  of  war. 
No  court  martial  had  authority  to  try  hiaA,as  ap- 
pears from  the  order  which  was  givent,  not  to  try 
and  determine,  but  to  report  a  state  of  his  esse 
and  an  opinion.  Now,  indeed,  the  trial  of  tfm 
by  a  court  martial  is  exprcttly  aathorixed  by  as 
act  of  Congress. 

Ambrister  died  by  thesoleaathority  of  Gkaeiai 
Jackson.  No  court  martial  had  power  to  try 
him  b^  aay  law  of  the  United  Siatea.  But  the 
committee  say,  that,  ^  wherever  sererity  is  doc 
absdetely  accessary,  mercy  heoooacs  a  daiy.^ 
A  similar  expression  has  been  used  by  the  wriiers 
on  the  laws  of  nattoas  in  regard  to  retaliating  oo 
the  innocent  for  the  guilt  of  others;  but  that  is 
not  this  case.  What  mean  the  committee  bj 
"absolute  necessity  ?"  The  natioa  indeed  was 
not  in  danger :  nor  was  it  in  danger  when  Aidre 
died;  and  aecordiegtotheieasoaingol'theceja' 
mittee,i2eaeial  Waahiogton  should  have  pardon- 
ed Andse  $  but  Aadie  sAfiared,  bwasa  the  esse 
required  that  the  eaample  sheold  Iwve  its  fall 
effect ;  and  so  it  wa^  required  in  tlio  ease  of  Am- 
brister. Where  pardon  will  have  a  pemicieei 
tiktx  on  the  interests  of  societj,  meref  beeomei 
weakness  and  foil  v. 

^  As  General  Jackson  is  censured  for  the  cxeeu- 
tion  of  Ambrister  by  some,  so  there  were  some 
who  censored  General  Washington  for  the  exe- 
cotiomof  Andre.  LiCt  us  hear  the  British  his- 
torians mourn  over  the  fate  of  their  &vorl(e. 
*^Andre,  finding  his  doom  unavoidable^  wrote* 
'  most  pathetic  letter,  praying  that  Im  might  ns< 

*  die  the  death  of  a  common  malefactor,  but  by  i 

*  mode  more  befitting  aeoldier.  Even  tbis  smsli 
'  boon  was  refused  to  a  generous  eneeay,  by  tie 

<  inexorable  rigor  of  stem  repuhliea&isn.  Oo  (iie 
^  8dd  of  October  the  ill-fated  hero  met  his  dceib, 
'  withacomposure,serenity,and  fortitude,  woriif 

*  of  conscious  innocence,  sofijeriag   unmerited 

*  p^ishment.'!*  Who  could  suppoee  on  reading 
this  that  Andre  was  carrying  on  a  meet  inAmeas 
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stgoiiatwii,  dimiied  at  a  ^j,  Mritr  a  faiie 
name,  witli  the  diselorarM  of  a  traitor  coaoeaWd 
in  ill's  boot  ?  And  who  that  should  hf ar  the 
regret  expressed  for  the  die  of  Arbothnot  could 
suppose  that  ho  was  the  author  and  priiae  morer 
of  the  Semtaole  war,  in  which  sotaehuDdredsof 
our  meo,  women,  and  children,  hare  been  mas- 
acred  in  the  most  cruel  manner  7 

It  is  alleged  that  these  incidents,  the  execution 
of  Arbothnot  and  Ambrister,  are  at  variance  with 
the  princij^es  of  our  Constitution  and  laws.  Our 
Constitution  and  laws  were  formed  for  the  p?o> 

fie  of  the  United  States.  They  have  no  force  in 
lorida.  Ambrister  and  UtUishaio  never  came 
luder  the  shade  of  the  umbrella  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. ^^They  should/'  says  the  honorable  Speaker, 
(Mr.  Claw^)  **  have  been  turned  over  to  the  civil 
authority.  So  soon  as  the  stranger  treads  the 
American  soil,  he  is  encircled  by  the  laws."  I 
noewer,  there  was  no  civil  authority  having  ju- 
risdiction of  their  caseS|  to  which  they  could  have 
been  turned  over.  They  never  did  tread  on  that 
portion  of  American  ground  where  they  could 
claim  the  benefit  of  our  laws.  Nor  do.  those 
laws  protect  enemies  in  time  of  war.  They  did 
not  protect  Sir  Charles  Ai^ill ;  they  did  not  pro- 
tect Andrew  or  the  emissaries  who  sought  to  cor- 
ri^>t  the  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

Oar  Constitution  and  laws  have  not  changed 
the  laws  of  war.  Let  me  advise  von  to  make  no 
attempu  to  change  those  laws.  A  single  nation, 
however  great,  cannot  change  the  law  of  nations. 
Ton  may  trammel  jrour  defendersi  and  prevent 
them  from  using  their  rights  for  vour  protection, 
according  to  the  usages  of  war  i  but  you  will  at 
the  same  time  leave  the  enemy  at  full  liberty  to 
exercise  their  acknowledged  rights.  You  cannot 
increase  your  righu  under  the  law  of  nations ; 
you  can  only  diminish  your  rights  by  legislating 
respecting  them  i  and  that  would  be  improvident. 
If  any  change  is  to  be  made  in  the  laws  of  nations, 
let  it  be  done  by  treaty.  ' 

Sir,  you  must  allow  your  army  to  act  against 
tke  enemy  as  other  armies  act,  when  engaged  in 
war.  YoQ  pot  the  sane  arms  in  their  hands; 
they  rnrnu  be  allowed  to  use  them  in  the  same 
nuMioer.  Nor  do  the  principles  of  our  laws  re- 
quire that  the  worst  or  crioiioals,  the  instigators 
of  •  thousand  incendiaries,  robbers,  and  assamins, 
ahoald  go  unpnaiahed,  merely  because,  as  the 
lenieBl  committee  say,  there  ia  no  *<  absolute  ne- 
cessity'' that  the  ofienders  should  die.  We  might 
pardon  all  the  murderers  whom  we  hang,  and 
the  thieves  whom  we  confine;  yet  the  natioii 
ijroald  exisL  There  is  no  ahsdme  necessity  for 
parushiag  them.  But  the  principles  of  our  laws 
Tequire,  that,  for  the  good  of  society,  and  the 
nafely  of  the  people,  no  crime  shall  so  unpunished : 
that  punishment  shall  certainly  follow  crime. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  instance  to  be 
foaad  in  our  history,  previous  to  the  Seminole 
"WBr,  of  retaliation  upon  Indians.  The  assertion 
is  DOt  correct  in  point  of  fnct.  I  have  lately  seen, 
pablished  an  account  of  the  hanging,  in  one  of 
our  Northern  States,  many  years  ago,  of  some 
Indians.    The  people  have  often  diseoveitd  a  dis* 


paaition  to  latalinte  on  the  Indians ;  and  soom 
eaamiples  of  that  kind  have  been  set,  unworthy 
of  imimtion ;  ns  the  massacre  of  the  Indians  at 
Lancaster  by  a  body  of  men  called  the  Paxton 
boys,*  Let  me  here  aj^ain  remark,  that  the  while 
men  and  Indians  punished  by  Qeneral  Jackson, 
were  punbhed  for  their  own  crimes.  So,  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  Walter  Butler,  a  leader  of 
Indinns,  was  denied  qunrler,  and  put  to  death.t 
At  King's  Mouatata,  ten  of  the  tortes  taken  in 
that  battle,  who  had  violated  the  usages  of.  war, 
wereimmetdiateiy  handed  for  their  crimes.  There 
are  other  instnnoes  or  very  prompt  punishment 
having  followed  violations  or  the  usages  of  war; 
aa  the  immediate  punishment  of  the  emissnries 
sent  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  corrupt  the  soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  of  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  of  the  Jersey  troops,  who  were,  by 
order  of  Qeneral  Washington,  shot  without  the 
formality  of  a  trial.} 

I  will  now,  sir,  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
some  of  the  observations  of  gentlemen  who  nave 
preceded  me  oa  the  opposite  side  of  the  question. 

My  honorable  colleague,  who  made  the  report, 
(Mr.  T.  M«  NaLaoN,)  protests  against  the  power 
of  retaliati8ll~being  vested  in  a  oommandiog  gen- 
eral; aad  the  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat) 
says  the  power  of  retaliation  is  in  those  who  raise 
armies,  aad  make  rules  for  their  Government. 
Congreashas  repeatedly  acknowledged  the  usages 
of  war  ;$  and  the  usages  of  war  expressly  vest  the 
power  in  the  commanding  Qeneral.|  The  Con- 
gress of  the  Revolution  Mclared  the  pewer  to  be 
in  the  commanding  Qeneral.  The  nature  of  the 
power,  which  is  not  to  make  n  rule,  but  to  apply 
It,  requires  that  it  should  be  vested  in  the  com- 
mandiag  Oeninral,  or  in  the  President,  as  Com- 
maDderia^Chief.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  It  is  to 
be  determined  that  retaliation  is  necessary ;  the 
object  for  retaliation  is  to  be  designated,  and  ex- 
ecuted. This  rvqnines  no  legislative  power;  for 
the  role  exists  by  the  laws  of  war.  It  requires  no 
judicial  power ;  fov  the  retaliation  we  now  speak 
of,  is  supposed  not  to  fall  on  particular  guilt. 
The  whole  is  properly  an  exercise  of  Bxeoutive 
power,  especially  belonging  to  the  Qeneral,  for 
the  «uety  of  whose  army  it  is  executed ;  and 
who  has  the  best  means  of  knowing  its  neceastty. 
There  is  no  foundntion  for  the  claim  which  the 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Cult)  makes  on  the  part 

•The  wamsfwi ef  the Shawanee Ghief,  Comstaft, 
en  the  Ohio;  ef  the  Cherokee  Chasf  Hangmgmaw^on 
the  Teane ssse ;  snd  of  liOgsn's  relations,  on  the  Ohio. 

t  Judge  Msrshsll,  in  hii  history  s«y%  *<His  en- 
trsatiss  for  qoarter  wars  disrsgarded,  and  he  fidl  a 
victim  to  that  vengeance  his  own  savags  tamper  had 
directed  against  himsel£"    4th  toL  Appendix,  13. 

}Tbi%  so  far  as  relates  to  the  emissaries, ii perhaps 
inoonect.  Jodgs  Msrshsll  ssys  they  were  tried,  con- 
demned, and  immediately  executed  as  spies.  General 
Washington  ordered  General  Uowe,  ss  soon  ss  the 
Jersey  mattneen  should  surrender,  to  seiza  a  fe^^f 
the  most  active  leaders,  snd  to  execute  them  on  the 
spot.  These  orders  were  promptly  and  impliatly 
obeyed.    4th  If  anhall,  868. 

S  4lh  voL  laws,  888.  |  Vattel,  881. 
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of  CoDgfess  to  the  power  of  retaliatieii.  It  is  trae, 
Congress  can  nake  laws  for  the  GoTeroment  of 
the  armsr  in  all  places ;  but  the  laws  thas  made 
will  be  prospectitre ;  and  should  Congress  make 
a  rule  on  the  subject  of  retaliation,  the  application 
of  that  rule  (in  which  consuls  the  power  of  retal- 
iation) must  still  be  left  to  others.  But  Congress 
have  not  legislated  oa  the  subject  in  the  present 
case ;  the  Uws  of  war  furnish  the  rule,  and  leave 
its  application  to  the  commanding  Qeneral. 

It  is  urged  by  the  Speaker,  that  it  has  been  the 
uniform  usage  of  the  country  not  to  retaliate  on 
Indians.  1  answer,  that  if  this  were  so^  as  it  is 
not,  and  the  QoTernment  or  the  people^  from  ben- 
eficence, hare  refrained  from  retaliation  on  the 
savages,  desiring  to  gain  them  by  kindness,  and 
that  is  now  found  impracticable ;  it  is  the  more 
aecessarv.  as  well  as  justifiable,  now  to  use  the 
means  allowed  bv  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  for 
the  punishment  ox  an  inhuman  people,  such  as  the 
Seminoles,  that  tbis  law  is  provided.  The  wri- 
ters say,  "As  the  prince  or  general  has  a  right  of 
'  sacrificing  the  life  of  his  enemies  to  his  safety, 
'  and  that  of  his  men ;  if  he  is  engaged  with  an 
'  inhuman  enemy,  who  frequently  commit  such 
'  enormities,  he  appears  to  have  a  right  of  refusing 
^  life  to  sonie  of  tne  prisoners  he  mav  take,  and  of 
^  treating  them  as  his  were  treated.''*  This  law 
is  obviously  intended  for  the  punishment  of  sav- 
ages ;  and  the  more  incorrigioie  the  Indians  are 
and  the  greater  the  forbearance  of  the  United 
States,  the  more  necessary  now  is  tfie  exercise  of 
the  power  in  question. 

We  ought  not  to  confound  the  right  of  reulia- 
tion  with  the  right  of  punishing  an  enemy  who 
has,  in  his  own  person,  committed  crimes  against 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  usages  of  war ;  and 
whose  punishment  is.  therefore,  strictlv  just.  All 
the  persons  punished  by  the  order  of  Jackson,  de- 
served to  die  for  their  own  proper  crimes,  and 
were  not  pot  to  death  by  way  or  retaliation,  merely 
for  the  crimes  of  others. 

Let  me  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  order  given  on  the  16th  of  January, 
under  which  General  Jackson  acted  "  The  honor 
*  of  the  United  States  requires  that  the  war  with 
*•  the  Seminoles  should  be  terminated  speedily, 
'  and  with  eiempLary  punishment  for  hostilities 
'  80  unprovoked.'^  We  have  seen  that  General 
Jackson,  when  acting  at  his  own  discretion,  has 
spared  the  vanquished  savages ;  even  those  con- 
cerned in  the  atrocious  massacre  at  Fort  Mimms : 
But  his  orders  now  directed  him  to  inflict  <*  ez- 
emplarv  punishment.''  He  could  not  misunder- 
stand them.  Would  you  have  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  be  more  explicit  ?  Would  you  have  him 
to  use  the  language  of  Galienus,  or  to  write  his 
orders  with  blood? 

It  is  said  that  the  Indian  chiefs  who  were 
hanged  were  not  taken  in  battle,  but  by  strata- 
gem. The  gentleman  (Mr.  Clat)  who  urges 
this  circumstance  against  the  propriety  of  their 
execution,  would  doubtless,  with  more  reason, 
have  urged  the  impropriety  of  executing  an  ene- 

*  VaUel  3S1. 


my,  who  had  laid  down  his  arms,  when  vm- 
qnished  in  fair  combat,  had  that  been  the  case. 
Was  Andre  uken  in  l>attle,  or  was  he  not  taken 
by  stratagem?  Were  the  emissaries  of  CUntoa 
to  the  mutineers  of  the  Pennsytania  line  taken  in 
battle,  or  were  they  not  delivered  ap  bf  th<»e  is 
whom  they  came?  Will  the  gentleman  applf 
to  Washington  the  epithet  which  he  insinuares 
is  due  to  General  Jackson  ?  Does  it  make  any 
difference  in  what  manner  villains  are  taken, 
who  are  proper  subjects  for  punish menc?  I 
think  not. 

One  of  my  honorable  coUeagaes  (Mr.  Josm- 
son)  has  introduced  the  oorrespondenee  between 
General  Jackson  and  Governor  Rabun.  Oa  that 
correspondence  I  did  not  expect  to  say  anything 
in  this  debate,  as  it  is  before  the  Committee ;  bet 
I  am  desirous  of  removing  every  prejudice  agtinst 
the  General,  and  will  bnefly  notice  it. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  President 
shall  be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  of  the  militia  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  that  no  State  shall  engsge  in 
war  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  soch  imtni- 
nent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay.  Sap- 
pose  a  State  to  be  invaded,  in  which  case  (he 
State  has  a  right  to  make  war,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Governor  both  take  the  field — will  thef 
be  regarded  as  allies,  or  will  the  United  States 
be  re^rded  as  the  principal,  and  the  State  as  aa 
auxiliary  7  Allies  act  in  common*— concur  in  the 
appointment  of  a  commander-in-ehie£^  and  di- 
vide the  conquests.  The  auxiliary  has  no  share 
in  the  conquests,  and  the  principal  has  the  sole 
riffht  to  make  peace.*  I  think  the  State  voold 
clearly  be  regarded  as  an  auxiliary  only.  Then 
the  President  bein^in  the  field  by  his  Lfientenaai, 
to  whom  is  committed  power  to  coaiaiand  in  the 
Southern  division  of  the  United  Sutea,  will  not 
alter  the  right  of  the  principal  and  the  auxiliary. 
Perhaps  General  Jacltson  was  cotreet  in  his  view 
of  the  authority  of  the  Governor.  This  is  a  qoes- 
tion  of  a  delicate  nature,  important,  and  not  fret 
from  difficulty.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  made 
op  my  mind  conclusively  upon  it,  and  desire  to 
be  considered  as  not  committed.  A  divided  com- 
mand must  prove  most  pernicious  to  the  pohfic 
interests. 

A  claim  of  right  constitutes  no  gtonnd  of  ob- 
jection to  an  officer.  It  is  a  mlliiarf  pdociple 
that  no  officer  can  waive  the  rights  of  his  rank 
and  command.  The  chief  objection  lo  the  cor- 
respondence between  General  Jackson  and  Qot- 
ernor  Rabun  arises  from  its  temper,  whieli  does 
not  exactly  comport  with  the  high  standifag  of 
the  parties.  An  apology  for  the  manner  in  which 
General  Jackson  wrote,  will  be  found  in  the  feel- 
ings excited  by  hearing  that,  in  consequence  ef 
(although  not  obedience  to)  an  order,  perhaps 
illegal,  given  by  Governor  Rabun,  the  wives, 
fathers,  and  mothers,  of  the  faithful  warriors  who 
were  fighting  by  General  Jackson's  side,  had  heen 
massacred. 

My  colleague  (Mr.  JoniinoN)  seemed  dissatis* 

*  Martens,  966^  a07. 
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fied  with  the  Seeretmiy  of  State,  and  asks  if  the 
Secreiarf  of  State  has  a  right  to  threaten  to  take 
posts.  I  reply,  that  the  Secretary  has  not  done 
so.  He  has  only  said,  that,  if  the  necessities  of 
self-defence  should  again  compel  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  Spanish  forts,  an 
unconditional  restoration  of  them  will  not  be 
made.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  a  right  to 
neffotiate.  It  is  through  him  that  this  nation 
holds  conrersation  with  other  nations.  He  may 
point  out  the  probable  future  consequences  of 
certain  proceedings.  Thus,  at  Qhent  our  Com- 
missionera  pointed  out  to  those  of  England  the 
future  consequences  of  concluding  a  treaty  that 
should  impose  on  the  United  States  injurious  and 
degradinic  condifions.  *'lt  is  impossible,"  say 
they.  "  thai  America  should  not,  at  the  first  fa- 
vorable opportunity^  recur  to  arms  for  the  recoT- 
ery  of  her  teiritory,  of  her  rights,  of  her  honor.'' 

TJbe  conduct  of  General  Jacluon  at  New  Or- 
leans, during  the  invasion,  when  he  declared  mar- 
tial law  in  force^  has  been  mentioned  as  indicating 
an  inclination  to  exert  unnecessarily  arbitrary 
power.  An  excuse  for  the  Gkneral  will  be  found 
m  the  imminent  danger  of  the  loss  of  the  coun- 
trf,  whose  inhabitanu  had  not  then  gi^^n  any 
decisiTe  evidence  of  attachment  to  the  United 
States,  and  which  was  invaded  by  a  powerful 
army.  If  martial  law  may  be  deelarea  in  force 
on  aof  occasion,  a  more  fit  occasioO  can  seldom 
arise. 

Some  youth  who  has  been  writing  for  the  pub- 
lic prints  has  said,  that  martial  law  never  was 
declared  in  force  in  this  country  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  The  senior  members  of  this 
House  know  that,  In  some  of  the  States,  the 
courts  of  justice  were  shut ;  that  everywhere  the 
Tories  were  whipped  and  hanged  by  martial  law; 
that  IS,  by  the  law  of  force:  and  even  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Philadelphia,  under  the  obserYation 
of  the  Commander-m-chiefJ  Qeneral  Potter,  as 
the  historian  tells  us,*  was  in  the  habit  of  wnip- 
piDj^  severely  those  citizens  who  supplied  the 
British  with  proYisions.  When  the  nation  is  in 
ianger,  whatever  obstructs  its  preservation  must 
yield  for  a  time.  ''Amidst  arms  the  laws  are 
silent." 

The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  caused 
:o  be  read  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson— ^a  treaty 
whicfai  he  says,  has  imposed  hard  conditions  on 
Lhe  Creek  Indians;  and  to  this  he  attributes  the 
Seminole  war.  The  war  terminated  by  the  Treatv 
>f  Fort  Jackson  was  one  of  the  most  ungrateful, 
[inprovoked,  treacherous,  and  cruel  wars  that 
ever  was  waged  by  barbarians  against  their  bene- 
faciors,  who  were  gently  leading  them,  by  the 
hand  of  friendship,  to  civilization  and  happiness. 
A.re  we  alone  denied  an  indemnity  for  the  ex- 
penses of  unprovoked  wars  ?  Are  we  alone,  of 
ill  the  nations  of  the  world,  forbidden  to  depriYe 
i  crtib  and  perfidious  enemy  of  the  means  of  in- 
uring us  in  future  ?  The  gentleman  would  have 
lo  acquisition  made  from  the  Indians  except  by 
purchase.    I  would  ask  the  gentleman  in  what 

•  MarshaB,  8d  loL  «<^. 


manner  waa  that  beautiful  country  acquired  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  Representatives?  Look 
to  the  State  of  Ohio—- see  there  a  country  equal 
in  extent  and  fertility  with  that  acquired  by  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  conquered  from  the  In- 
dians by  Qeneral  Wayne,  in  a  victory  in  which 
he  killed  twenty  men.  But  the  gentleman  aski^ 
what  would  be  said  to  our  unreasonable  demands 
were  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  to  be  seen  by 
the  Powers  of  Europe?    And,  I  ask^ho  would 

S resume  to  find  fault  with  them?  Would  it  be 
Vance,  who  has  so  lately  demanded  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, Italy,  Holland,  and  Germany  ?  Would  it 
be  Russia,  who  so  lately  demanded  Poland  and 
Finland,  and,  within  a  century  past,  has  de- 
manded fisrty  provinces  ?  Or  would  it  be  Great 
Britain,  who  so  lately  demanded  Trinidad  and 
Ceylon,  and  ia  now  demandine  the  residue  of  the 
East  Indies?  No,  sir,  those  Powers  pre  other- 
wise engaged  than  to  notice  our  demands  of  a 
just  indemnity,  by  which  we  shall  change  a  wil- 
derness, throuffh  which  barbarians  roamed,  to  a 
cultivated  and  populous  region,  the  abode  of  civ- 
ilization and  happiness. 

But  the  gentleman  exclaims,  spare  them  their 
prophets  I  spare  them  their  religion !  I  hope  the 

fentleman  does  not  mean  to  bring  religion  into 
i»grace  by  prostituting  her  sacred  and  honored 
name  in  conferring  it  on  the  practices  of  those 
vile  deceifers  who  have  brought  their  tribe  to 
ruin  by  instigating  their  warriors  to  massacre 
our  women  and  children — those  wretches  whose 
frauds  and  falsehood  had  been  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  failure  of  their  pretended  prophecies. 

Another  objection  to  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
son is,  that  it  was  signed  by  friendly  chiefs,  and 
only  by  a  few  of  those  who  were  hostile,  l  an- 
swer, that  the  power  of  the  hostile  chiefs  was 
broken ;  they  were  killed  or  dispersed.  A  treaty 
with  any  nation  or  tribe  must  be  entered  into 
with  the  actual  chiefs;  and  it  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  a  treaty  of  peace  that  those  who  signed  it 
are  friendlv.  I  presume  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  combined  Powers^  is  valid,  al- 
though entered  into  with  the  reigning  monarch, 
whose  throne  thoae  Powers  re-established. 

I  will  now.  offer  some  objections  to  the  resolu- 
tions proposed,  as  bein^  in  sfjirit  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  tne  Constitution.  One  of  the  most 
important  safeguards  of  liberty  to  be  found  in  our 
Constitution  consists  in  the  separation  of  powers. 
Nor  will  any  measure  have  a  greater  tendencyr  to 
endanger  the  rights  of  the  people  than  uniting 
the  different  powers  in  one  of  the  branches  S 
Government.  You  are  called  upon  to  pass  some- 
thing in.  the  nature  of  an  ex  pott  facto  law,  or  bill 
of  attainder — measures  abhorred  and  prohibited 
by  the  Constitution.  You  interfere  with  the 
Constitutional  |x>wer  of  the  President  to  select 
his  effieets,  retain  those  with  whom  he  is  satis- 
fied, and  dismiss  those  with  whom  he  is  dissatis- 
fied.*   You  thus  take  away  his  respoasibtlity. 

*Thia  is  a  nMSl  daaBeioas  attMapl  to  trsaslbr  the 
NspoBsibiUty  af  Ihs  miUtaiy  fion  Ihs  PissidsBt  to  the 
Hsnss  of  Rtprassntatives. 
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Tou  take  upon  you  to  aet  as  militarf  Judges;  to 
eensure,  and  coDseqaentlf  to  punish  an  officer 
who  has  had  neither  hearing  or  trial.  You  vio- 
late the  principles  of  magna  charta — principles 
deemed  sacred  whererer  rational  liberty  exists-* 
and  condemn  a  citizen  without  the  judgment  of 
his  peers  or  the  law  of  the  land,  z  ou  nay  ap- 
plaud without  a  trial;  for  there  is  no  rule  that 
requires  that  trial  shall  precede  applause;  and  in 
applauding  you  do  but  swell  the  voice  of  fame. 
But^  if  you  censure  without  a  trial,  as  censure  is 
a  military  punishment,  you  violate  that  most  im* 
portant  and  well  established  rule  of  justice,  which 
requires  that  none  shall  be  condemned  unheard* 
The  law  provides  a  mode  in  which  officers  maj 
be  censured  and  removed  from  office ;  ^ut  it  is 
proposed  to  you  to  do,  not  what  belongs  to  the 
power  of  legislation,  but  what  belongs  to  the  ad* 
ministration  of  the  laws. 

Will  you,  in  the  controversy  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spain,  throw  your  whole  weight 
into  the  scale  of  Spain,  and  make  that  of  your 
own  country  kick  the  beam  ?  It  is  my  choice  to 
take  the  side  of  this  nation,  to  support  her  rights, 
and  the  acu  of  her  officers;  and  1  find  it  equally 
at  agreeable  to  my  conscience  as  my  inclination 
to  do  so  on  this  occasion.  It  is  the  union  of  the 
various  parts  of  the  Government  that  constitutes 
its  strength.  Let  us  leave  the  Sxecotive  to  act 
with  alt  Its  energy  against  foreign  Powers,  while 
we  strongly  restrain  that  branch  from  acting 
against  the  people.  Shall  we,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  a  negotiation  u  depending  with  a 
foreign  Power,  take  the  part  of  that  foreign  Pow- 
er 7    Be  such  conduct  far  from  us  1* 

But  what  have  been  the  motives  of  Qenerai 
Jackson?  Have  they  been  laudable?  Has  he 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  serve  his  country,  to 
defend  her  honor,  to  extend  her  glory,.to  preserve 
her  peace,  happiness,  and  safety  ?  Yes ;  even 
the  Speaker  admits  that  he  intended  to  subserve 
the  best  interests  of  his  country.  I  am  deeply 
impressed  with  the  justice  of  the  rule,  that "  the 
act  maketh  not  a  man  guilty  unless  hts  mind  is 
also  guilty,"  and  1  will  not  condemn  him.  He 
deserves  welt  of  his  country. 

Bven  those  acts,  the  proprietv  of  which  is 
doubled  by  some,  hare  been  and  Will  be  most 
beneficial  to  our  country.  We  shall  have  no 
more  Butlers,  or  Brandts,  or  Girties,  or  Ambria- 
ters,  to  stir  up  the  sa vases  to  cruel  and  vengeful 
hostilities  against  us.  The  decision  of  Jacxson 
has  put  an  end  to  such  practices  forever.  His 
name  will  contribute  more  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country,  and  to  defend  it,  than  ten  thou- 
sand men. 

Let  me  now  ask,  may  not  a  man  even  commit 
some  errors  which  it  would  be  very  inexpedient 

•Baeiraiijnmikewpmko/Mh'*  Ckm  m  ik$  09tmpa^ 
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**  Allow  me,  sir,  to  express  asy  admiratloa  at  tfie 
more  than  Aristidean  jostioe  which*  in  a  qnestfon  of 
lenitniai  title  between  the  United  filalee  and  •  Ibr^ 
eiga  Datlottv  laduese  eertaia  gentismaii  to  sap  sue  th» 
preteasMNu  of  a  fiHeign  aatuM/* 


for  those  for  whose  welfare  and  aalety  he  acu\o 
eenanre?  This  course  of  censurinc  officers,  b| 
the  legislative  body,  is  rather  a  novel  jproeeeding. 
It  was  quite  otherwise  in  ancient  times.  The 
Roman  Gkneral  who,  by  his  errors,  lost  ihe  ba^ 
tie  of  Canoe,  and  brought  his  eountrir  to  the  briak 
of  ruin,  was  not  censured  by  the  Senate;  they 
knew  his  holy  zeal  for  the  interest  niul  the  hoaoi 
of  his  country,  and  he  received  their  thanks. 

Let  us  come  to  a  more  recent  case,  and  one 
more  nearly  in  point.  Was  Berkley  eensared  for 
his  attack  on  tne  Chesapeake,  and  dislionoring 
the  American  flag  ?  No ;  the  prood  Goverameat 
whom  he  served  never  censured  him,  and  eoa* 
sidered  it  an  insult  to  demaad  that  be  shooU  be 
censured.  They  knew  that  he  acted  for  the  boaoc 
of  the  British  fleet  and  nation  ;  aad  th^  was  lui 
sure  protection. 

The  Speaker  referred  by  w^lj  of  preecdeat,  to 
the  case  of  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie,  vniek  was  be- 
fore the  House  at  the  last  session.  I  remd  the 
wreath  obtained  by  him  as  ooe  of  the  Enghtcsi 
worn  by  any  of  our  commanders.  The  vieiories 
obtained  on  the  ocean  aeguired  reaowa  foe  iha 
American  Navv ;  in  that  respect  only  were  ihey 
Taluable.  In  cfefending  the  nation,  or  obtaining 
peace,  they  were  without  eflect.  Tke  victory  M 
Ferry  was  highly  useful;  it  opened  to  oar  inva- 
sion the  enemy's  country.  The  victory  of  Me- 
Doooogh  was  much  more  so;  it  |»reaerved  our 
country  from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  I  re- 
joice that  the  hero  has.  in  a  manner  so  hoaonUe 
to  himself,  removed  tne  stain  which  tyraanical 
conduct  towards  an  American  officer  and  citizea 
had  impressed  on  his  reputation.  Let  aa  ezaBiae 
the  cited  precedent,  and  see  what  was  done  in  the 
case.  There  was  no  censure,  nor  was  there  any 
act  of  legislation,  as  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  (Mr. 
P1.BA8ANT8,)  well  know,  because  yoo  showed 
how  improper  legislating  in  the  case  would  he» 

A  nation  should  preserve  its  glory;  and, as  the 
glory  of  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  aggregate  d" 
the  fame  of  individuals,  to  tarnish  the  character 
of  the  most  distinguished  hero  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  present  age,  is  to  urniah  the  glory 
of  the  nation. 

The  supporters  of  the  report  also  |irofea%  that 
to  preserve  the  glory  of  the  nation  is  with  them 
a  favorite  object.  Caa  the  report  and  resolatiooa 
proposed  have  any  such  effect?  It  might  as  well 
I  be  said,  that  the  enemy  who  burned  the  Preai* 
dent's  house  embellished  this  city.  If  we  hava 
built  up  the  house  with  additional  ornament^  the 
city  is,  indeed,  thereby  embellished.  80,  if  we 
shall  sustain  General  Jackson,  and  present  him 
to  the  world  in  a  brighter  light  than  he  has  here- 
tofore appeared,  we  shall  have  increased  oar 
country's  glory. 

Are  you  ready  to  sacrifice  the  foraaost,  far  the 
foremost  of  jour  heroes,  to  propitiate  Spain  or 
Great  Britain?  Carthage,  coaqoered  and  de- 
generate Carthage,  was  willing  to  sacrifice  Baa- 
nibal  to  the  hatred  of  Rome.  I  hope  we  are  aot 
disposed  td follow  that  ezamfde.  Should  we  do 
so,  our  conduct  will  resemble  that  of  the  sheep 
in  the  fable,  who,  at  the  reqaast  of  the 
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dor  of  the  wohrte,  gare  up  their  dogs.  O  f  what 
an  acceptable  thing  it  would  be  to  England  to 
hear  that  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  the  eooqueror 
of  FakeDham,  had  been  sacrificed  bf  the  jealeoef 
of  his  conntry ! 

When  a  measure  is  proposed,  we  should  care- 
fully look  to  the  eonseouences  of  its  adoption. 
It  is  therefore  worthy  of  particular  obserration, 
that  the  militia  are  the  chief  defence  of  this 
nation,  aad  that  the  utility  of  that  kind  of  troops, 
in  a  great  measure,  depends  on  their  confidenee 
in  their  commander.  That  confidence  can  only 
be  obtained  by  experience.  They  deserted  in 
battaliottfl  from  WASBrMOTOif  himself,  before  he 
had  estabUshed  his  great  chancier.  No  man 
eTer  posansed  the  confidence  of  the  militia  in  so 
high  a  degree  as  Qeneral  Jackson,  and  under  his 
command  they  will  prore  invincible. 

Let  me  now  say  a  word  of  tbe  serrices  of  the 
man  whom  it  is  proposed  to  d^giaee.  Those 
lerTices  ought  to  M  set  forth  in  a  style  to  which 
I  hare  ao  preteneions.  It  is  not  for  me  to  speak, 
in  adeqtiate  terms,  of  the  first  of  heroes— of  an 
officer  whose  achierements  aie  unparalleled  in 
incient  or  in  modern  times.  I  do  not  magnify 
bis  actions.  1  call  on  the  man  deep  read  in  his* 
lory  to  show  me  the  page  where  Ttctories  such 
as  those  of  Jackson  hare  been  recorded :  I  speak 
of  his  Ticlory  oTer  the  Creeks,  and  his  f  ictory  at 
New  Orteana. 

i>t  us  compare  his  victory  over  the  Creeks 
with  other  victories  obtained  over  a  similar  ene* 
ny,  and  recorded  in  our  history.  When  Solli* 
ran  advanced  to  avenge  the  massacres  of  Wyo- 
minff,  excited  bv  British  agents,  and  perpetrated 
by  Indtaus  and  traitors,  he  commanded  five 
thousand  men,  and  found  eight  hundred  Indians 
posted  behind  a  breastwork,  with  a  river  in  their 
rear.  A  battle  ensued.  The  Indians  were  beat- 
*o,  and  left  eleven  of  their  warriors  dead  on  tbe 
!eld  of  battle.  At  Point  Pleasant,  where  tbe 
[ttdians  were  defeated  in  1774,  where  a  Lewis 
:ommanded,  and  a  Lel^is  feU,  they  left  eighteen 
y(  their  warriors  desd  on  the  field  of  battle. 
When  Wayne,  after  year*  of  preparation,  gained 
lis  victory  over  the  Indians  of  tbe  Northwest, 
ibex  ^^^^  twentyof  their  number  desd  on  the  field 
}f  battle.  At  Tippecanoe  the  Indians  were  de- 
Teated,  and  their  loss  so  constderabte,  that  they 
eft  more  than  thirty  warriors  on  the  field  of 
Tattle. 

Jackson  marched  against  the  Creeks ;  he  found 
hem  in  constdemble  force,  and  defended  by 
vorks-;  those  Works  he  stormed,  defeated  them, 
ind  killed  eight  hundred  of  their  bravest  warri- 
ors in  a  single  battle.  Thus  he  gained  a  victory 
I o paralleled  in  Indian  warfare^  and  acquired  for 
he  United  States  the  extensive,  beautiful,  and 
rnlaable  country,  of  which  you  see  a  map  sus- 
>ended  near  you;  a  small  part  of  which  country 
roa  have  sold,  in  the  last  year,  for  ten  millions 
»f  dollars. 

Let  us  follow  tbe  Qeneral  to  New  Orleans. 
There  we  find  him  with  a  motley  force  of  three 
hooaand  six  hundred  men,  meeting  twelve  thou- 
mod  of  the  best  troops  that  ever  appeared  on  our 


shores— may  I  not  say,  of  the  best  troops  that 
ever  appeared  in  any  age  or  Aation?  Yes;  and 
they  were  as  unprincipled  as  fearless.  They  had 
driven  the  warriors  of  France — those  conquerors 
of  continental  Europe — from  the  pillars  of  Her* 
cnlcs  to  the  Pyrenees.  A  nart  of  them  had 
sacked  this  city,  and  burned  tne  Capitol ;  a  part 
of  them  had  visited  Hampton.  They  had  left 
the  fathers  in  anguieh  unutterable;  they  had  left 
the  matrons  and  virgins  in  tears.  Yes ;  they  had 
committed  against  us  wrongs  which  are  never 
to  be  forgotten ;  and  for  those  wrongs  they  had 
obtained  Tor  the  descendants  of  their  commander 
a  right  to  wear  in  their  coat  of  arms,  io  all  time 
to  come,  as  a  badge  of  our  country's  disgrace,  the 
American  fiag,  with  the  standard  broken. 

Surely,  sir,  there  must  be  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence, who  directs  the  destinies  of  aaen  aad  na- 
tions. Those  troops  who  had  violated  the  righia 
of  war-*wbo  had  committed  against  ua  everf 
atrocity,  and  heaped  upon  our  country  every  dia- 
grace,saHed  to  New  Orleans;  and  there  they  met 
the  dire  avenf^r— the  man  appointed  by  Heaven 
to  tread  the  winepress  of  Almighty  wrath.  With 
a  handful  of  men  he  defeated  them.  With  the 
loss  of  thif  teen  men  he  defeated  twelve  tbonsaad  I 
The  incendiaries  and  ravishers  were  punished, 
jiod  the  wouads  iaflieted  on  our  eonatry's  honor 
were  healed. 

So  disgraceful  was  the  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
that  the  British  Ooverament  at  first  denied  a 
monument  to  their  bmve  Oeneral  who  had  been 
slain.  They  were  desirous 'to  hide  in  the  shades 
of  oblivion  the  disgrace  of  their  arms.  Bat  fame 
has  proclaimed  the  renown  of  the  victor;  his- 
torv  has  recorded  it;  and  his  name  will  descend 
to  future  tiroes  in  a  stream  of  light.  Such  is  the 
'  man  whom  it  is  proposed  to  dishonor. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  his  decision,  his 
energy,  saved  New  Orleans — his  ackoewledg* 
meat  of  the  truth  of  the  great  and  fondamentat 
principle,  that  **  The  safety  of  the  people  is  the 
supreme  law.''  A  man  less  decisive,  less  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  his  country,  would  have  hesi- 
tated, and  talked  of  civil  rishts;  the  Legislatore 
might  have  capitulated ;  and  New  Orleans  would 
have  been  lost.  The  British  neyotistors  at  Ghent 
had  denied  our  title  to  Louisiana ;  and  had 
the  possession  been  lost,  it  is  doubtful  whether, 
according  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  it  would  have 
been  restored. 

Let  me  assure  yon,  sir,  that  the  American  peo- 
pie  will  not  be  pleased  to  see  their  great  defender, 
ifaeir  great  avenger,  sacrificed,  even  although  it 
should  not  be  to  Spanish  hatred  or  British  revenge. 

I  call  on  the  members  from  Pennsylvania  to 
remember  Brandt  and  Butler ;  to  remember  Wy- 
oming. ^I  call  on  the  members  from  Georgia  to 
remember  tbe  outrages  committed  on  their  fron- 
tier ;  that  it  was  to  preserve  the  lives  of  their 
people  that  the  Seminole  war  was  prosecuted ; 
and  that  the  energy  and  decision  of  General  Jack- 
son has  obtained  for  them  a  lasting  peace.  I  call 
on  the  members  from  the  West  to  remember  that 
the  unhesitating  decision  and  vigorous  measures 
of  this  officer  saved  New  Orleans  the  emporinm 
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of  tbeir  eorameree.  I  need  not  tell  the  members 
from  Tennessee  that  it  it  this  officer  who  has 
exalted  so  high  the  character  of  their  warlike 
State.  I  call  on  all  to  remember  that  the  pro- 
posed measure,  if  adopted,  most  gire  joy  to  oar 
late  enemy,  and  consolation  to  that  Power  which 
perhaps  is  soon  to  be  onr  enemy;  and  that  it 
will  diminish  the  glory  of  their  country,  by  tar- 
nishing the  splendor  of  the  fame  of  her  most  dis- 
tinguished hero. 

The  heirs  of  Ross,  by  order  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, wear  in  their  coat  of  arms  the  American 
banner,  broken  and  dishonored.  That  iosolt  can 
bare  no  consequences  injurious  to  us,  but  take  care 
how  you  breac  and  dishonor  our  standard  yoor- 
selTes. 

Had  this  man  lired  before  Hesiod  wrote  and 
Homer  sung,  temples  would  have  risen  to  his 
honor,  altars  would  have  blazed,  and  he  would 
have  taken  his  stand  with  Hercules  and  Theseus, 
among  the  immortals,  as  the  preserver  of  a 
nation ;  the  vindicator  of  the  rights  of  suffering 
humanitv ;  the  areuger  of  our  matrons,  our  vir- 
gins, and  our  little  ones. 

And  shall  we  see  him  depart  from  this  city  in 
disgrace;  censured  and  dismissed  from  office  by 
Qongress;  and,  like  Camillas,  imploring  Heaven 
80  to  direct  human  aflBiirs,  that  hu  country  may 
never  have  occasion  to  regret  her  treatment  of 
him?  No;  it  cannot  be.  Forbid  it,  everyjpower 
tha^  guards  the  protectors  of  innocence !  Forbid 
it,  policy  I  Forbid  it,  gratitqde  I  Forbid  it,  peace ! 

When  Mr.  Smttb  had  conclnded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose. 


Friday,  January  22. 

The  Spbakeb  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  and  House  of  Represeotatives 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying  that  such 
measures  may  be  promptly  adopted,  as  will  give 
full  and  complete  effect  to  the  laws  heretofore 
passed,  granting  pre-emption  rights  in  the  pur- 
chase of  public  lands,  to  certain  inhabitants  of 
said  Territory;  which  petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  SpnAKBB  also  presented  another  petition 
of  the  L^islative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  passed,  directing  the  judge, 
appointed  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  27ih  of  Janu- 
ary, 1814,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Missouri  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  to  exercise  his  judieial 
authority,  add  to  hold  courts  in  the  new  counties 
lately  established,  called  Clarke,  Pulaski,  and 
Hempstead. — Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HsiiDBioKn,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  those  lands  in  the  State  qf  Indiana  iind 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  lately  been 
extinguished. 

Mr.  N£L80N,from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whi^h  was  referied  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^*An  act.  to  provide  for  the  more 


convenient  organisation  of  the  eoaru  ot  the 
United  Sutes,  and  for  the  appointment  of  circnh 
judges,"  reported  the  same  without  amendmeai, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  or 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of 
this  Hoase,  reported  at  the  last  session,  of  tk 
same  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MgLban,  of  Illinois,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instraeted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  ike 
right  of  pre-emption  of  their  settlement,  to  those 
persons  settled  upon  lands  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  Postmaster  Ckneral  to  contract,  as  in  other 
cases,  for  carrying  the  mail  in  steamboaUj  be- 
tween New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  LonUiana, 
and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky ;"  wis 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  Committee  again  took  up  the  sabjecc  of 
the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  JoMBs,  of  Tennessee,  next  addrened  the 
House.  He  said  he  had  really  felt  some  degree 
of  astonishment  when  this  resolution  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiatn; 
not  because  this  House  ought  not  to  examine, 
and  strictly  to  examine,  the  conduct  of  any  of 
the  officers  of  this  Government — a  right  which 
he  hoped  it  would  ever  claim,  and  prayed  God 
it  mignt  never  fear  to  exercise.  But,  said  Mr. 
J.,  when  we  are  informed  that,  daring  this  war, 
not  only  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  two  British 

f;entlemen,  have  been  executed,  bat  that  two 
ndian  chiefs  have  also  suffered  death,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  General,  it  indeed  seems  some- 
what strange  that  not  a  breath  should  be  uttered 
as  to  the  latter.  Why,  sir.  is  this  discrimination  ? 
Is  it  because  they  were  Britons  ?  Is  it  beeaose 
they  were  subjects  of  a  civilized  nation  ?  Is  it 
because  they  understood,  but  would  not  obey,  the 
precepts  of  morality,  of  mercy,  and  of  jusdee  7 
This,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  committee  would 
be  unwilling  to  admit.  These  Indians,  Mr. 
ChairmaUi  were  also  human  beings;  nod,  sir,  I 
am  free  to  declare  that,  on  this  sabject,  I  par- 
tially accord  with  the  honornbie  Speaker.  It 
those  chiefs  had  been  mere  Indiatts,  or  Indina 
chiefs,  fighting  the  battles  of  their  cooairy,  n& 
they  had  a  right  to  do,  rude,  ignorant,  and  supev- 
stittous,  as  they  may  have  been.  I  shonJd,  to  say 
the  least  of  It,  have  deeply  regretted  their  exe- 
cution. Poor,  wretched,  miserable  beings  I  Ab- 
solute necessity  alone  should  demand  their  Uvea. 
Rather  than  shed  their  blood ;  rather  than  drive 
them  from  the  face  of  the  earth;  rather  than 
hunt  them  down,  (as  we  have  been  compelled  to 
do,)  like  the  wild  beast  of  the  forest,  I  would,  if 
possible,  show  them  the  light  of  science — poiot 
out  to  them  the  manner  by  which  they  msv 
know  something  themselves,  and  be  ackooiri- 
edged  men  by  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Beit,  sir, 
we  are  informed,  as  to  these  chiefs,  that  they 
were  not  mere  Indians,  fighting  the  battles  of 
their  country,  but,  on  the  contrary,  when  our 


ro6 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


706 


Ianuart,  18191 


War. 


H.orR. 


irmy  w«i  Ifing  on  the  confines  of  Florida; 
pehen  General  Gaines  was  ordered  merely  to 
demand  the  perpetrators  of  murders  which  had 
>een  committed  on  onr  defenceless  citizens;  when 
re  were  declaring  to  them  that  we  were  desir- 
las  of  nothing  more  than  peace,  these  were  the 
nen  who  commanded  the  party  that  murdered 
Liieatenant  Scott  and  his  company — scalped  and 
omahawked  the  women  of  his  party ;  and,  to 
:lose  the  scene,  when  the  men  had  fallen,  and 
Lhe  women  were  murdered,  against  the  boat  that 
)ore  them  the  heads  of  the  babes  were  dashed 
0  pieces.  Bat,  if  the  honorable  Speaker  could 
^onyince  us  that  these  chiefs  should  not  have 
infiered,  would  we,  therefore,  be  convinced  that 
178  should  adopt  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
lideration,  which  relates  only  to  the  execution 
3f  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister?  In  ezamininff 
:his  subject,  I  beg  leaye  explicitly  to  state,  that  I 
;]aim  not  of  this  House  its  sympathy  or  its  pity 
or  General  Jackson :  if  he  cannot  be  justified 
>y  the  lair  of  nations,  let  him  fall.  I  am  re- 
oiced  to  learn,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  who  have 
fet  expressed  an  opinion  either  way  on  this  sub-  ^ 
eet,  have  willingly  admitted  that  his  motiv^r 
or  his  actions  were  of  the  purest  character.  I 
nay  also  be  permitted  to  state,  that  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Gene- 
ral Jacksoa — have  served  under  him,  and  fought 
wixh  him  |  and,  although  it  was  my  misfortune 
o  differ  With  him  as  to  the  correctness  of  some 
)f  the  measures  which  were  adopted  during  the 
(hort  period  of  my  service,  still,  sir,  since  the 
;ommencemettt  of  his  military  career,  in  1813, 
ill  the  present  period,  I  have  had  but  one  uni- 
^orm  opinion  as  to  the  main  object  which  he  has 
kept  steadily  in  view,  that  is,  that  it  was  noth- 
ing else  than  the  glorjr  and  honor  of  his  country. 
Vow,  sir,  let  us  examine  what  were  the  charp;es 
igainst  these  men ;  they  were  these :  exciting 
md  stirring  up  the  Indians  to  war,  and,  as  to 
\mbrbter,  leading  them  to  battle;  these  were 
he  charges  of  which  they  were  found  guilty,  and 
or  which  they  were  executed.  It  was  estab- 
ished,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  these  men  had  cross- 
ed the  Atlantic  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
rarry  into  complete  execution  the  hellish  views 
>f  the  famous  Colonel  Nicholls  and  Captain 
[Woodbine,  their  predecessors;  that  these  men. 
he  subjects  of  a  civilized  nation,  well  understood 
he  manner  in  which  these  savages  carr^r  on  war; 
bat  they  regard  neither  age,  female,  or  infantine 
nnocence,  whose  almost  only  rule  is  indiscrim- 
nate  murder ;  that,  in  fact,  they  were  the  prime 
movers  of  the  war;  that  they  in  fact  were  really 
:he  murderers  of  our  women  and  children.  Are 
;he8e  men,  I  may  here  be  permitted  to  ask,  less 
jrailty  of  the  murders  which  they  indirectly  per- 
;>etrated  than  the  wretched  savage  by  whose 
land  they  did  the  deed  7  Ask  the  soldier  whose 
wife  has  been  murdered  by  savage  hands,  upo^ 
whom  he  would  take  vengeance ;  or  the  mother, 
vbose  children  have  been  butchered,  upon  whom 
ihe  will  be  avenged.  Ask  common  sense  itself. 
who  are  the  real  actors  in  these  bloody  scenes. 
But  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
15th  CoH.  2d  Sssa.— 2a 


from  Georgia,  with  some  deme  of  triumph,  that 
General  Jackson  has  established  a  new  rule  of 
the  law  of  nations;  says  the  gentleman,  he  de- 
clares that  it  is  an  established  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations,  that  any  individual  of  a  nation,  making 
war  against  the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they 
being  at  peace,  forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  be- 
comes an  outlaw  and  a  pirate.  It  is  not  Gen* 
eral  Jackson,  sir,  who  is  mistaken,  but  the  gen- 
tleman himself;  he  has  confounded  two  distinct 
and  separate  rules  of  the  law  of  nations.  The 
first  of  which  is  this,  that  I,  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  a  right,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
to  advise  tne  Government  of  France  to  war  with 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  Power ;  and  if  she 
choose  to  take  my  advice;  if  she  declare  war ;  if, 
(which  is  essential  to  this  rule,)  the  act  of  de- 
claring war  be  a  national  act ;  or  if,  without  my 
advice,  she  be  at  war,  I  may  of  right  enlist  under 
her  banners ;  I  may  lead  or  fight  with  her  troops; 
under  these  circumstances,  I  am  identified  with 
the  French  troops,  and,  if  taken  prisoner,  am  en- 
titled to  the  same  treatment  as  a  French  prisoner 
of  war.  The  other  rule  of  the  law  of  nations 
will  be  found  to  be  nearly  in  the  words  of  the 
General,  that  is,  if,  as  in  the  case  above  stated,  I 
advise  a  nation  to  go  to  war^  but  she  does  not 
choose  to  take  my  advice,  finding  that  the  nation 
cannot  be  engaged ;  or,  if,  witnout  consulting 
anybody,  I  set  about  making  war  myself,  I  en- 
gage a  set  of  desperate  characters,  or  whoever 
else  you  please,  and  proceed  to  acts  of  hostility 
against  the  nation  I  would  injure.  This,  sir,  in 
the  words  of  the  General,  would  be  an  individual 
of  one  nation  making  war  against  the  citizens  of 
another  nation,  and  this  band,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, are  declared  outlaws  and  pirates.  Which 
of  these  rules,  then,  sir,  will  apply  to  the  case  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister?  Are  these  vagrant 
savages  a  nation  of  people,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  rule  first  mentioned  ;  and,  if  so.  has  that 
nation  declared  war?  and  might  these  men  have 
enlisted  under  their  banner,  and  so  have  been 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war  ?  Who- 
ever will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  history 
of  this  war  will  be  satisfied  that  it  never  can  be 
viewed  as  having  been  a  national  act,  within  the 
rule  abovemeationed ;  and,  to  prove  this,  in  the 
first  place,  I  ask,  if  the  fugitive  Red  Sticks,  hav- 
ing formed  a  desperate  band,  partly  of  the  relics 
of  their  own  nation,  and  partly  of  Seminoles, 
could  be  considered  as  a  nation,  having  a  right 
to  make  war  or  peace?  Or  were  they  a  banditti? 
Or  what  would  you  call  the  civilized  wretch  who 
would  lead  them  ?  If  these  had  not  the  right,  I 
ask  if  the  Indian  and  negro  party  of  Colonel 
Nicholls  had  a  right  to  make  war  ?  Will  any 
one  pretend  to  say  that  this  tri-colored  party 
were  a  nation  ?  No,  sir,  they  were  the  refuse  of 
villany  itself;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  an  important  fact, 
that  these  parties  were  perhaps  the  most  prom- 
inent in  the  war ;  they  did  not  enlist  under  the 
banners  of  the  nation,  but,  sir,  many  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  nation,  (if  it  may  be  so  called,)  raMied 
round  their  standard.  It  is  also  a  fact,  worthy 
of  consideration,  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 


707 


SIST08.T  OF  cossua^am. 


7M 


H.OPR. 


,3Bi0. 


DfttioD  were  tTene  to  the  proceedngs  of  llieiT 
bretbreo,  and  foaght  with  us  against  tiiem.  Un* 
der  these  circomstanees,  Qeneral  Jackson  might 
well  Tiew  them  in  the  character  of  individoals 
making  war  upon  us,  or  as  leaders  of  a  lawless 
banditii.  But.  sir,  suppose  he  was  incorrect  ia 
this  view  of  tneir  case ;  su]^pose  ther  were  not 
outlaws  and  pirates,  still  their  punishsient  was 
just ;  for,  sir,  the  charges  against  them  were  not 
that  they  were  outlaws  and  pirates,  but  that  they 
had  excited  and  led  the  Indians  to  war  against 
us^and  for  this  they  were  executed.  Whether  the 
crimes  for  which  they  suffered  constituted  them 
outlaws  and  piratm,  is  a  question  different  fvom 
the  establishment  «f  the  crime  itself.  I  aaid,  siTt 
that,  admitting  they  were  not  outlaws  «od  pi- 
rates,  that  still  they  suffered  justly.  If  they  ware 
not  the  exciters  and  leaders  of  a  banditti,  and,  of 
course,  according  to  the  rule  before  stated,  out- 
laws and  piimt^  they  were  officers  or  eoldiersi 
flghting  under  the  banners  of  a  nation  which 
had  the  right  to  declare,  and  which  had  de» 
clared  war,  and  were  identified  with  the  citi* 
zens  of  that  nation,  and  were  eubject  to  all  the 
laws  of  war  and  or  nations,  as  applied  to  that 
natioA.  They  had,  in  foct,  become  saTajifeb 
What  then,  sir,  is  the  rule  of  the  law  of  nations 
which  will  apply  to  them  in  this  situation  ?  It 
is  this,  "  that  when  we  are  at  war  with  a  savage 
^  nation,  which  regards  no  rules,  we  may  retaliate 

*  upon  its  citixens.the  cruellies  committed  on  our 

*  own,  care  being  uken  to  punish  alone  the  guiU 
<  ty.''  Then,  sir,  I  ask  if  ever  there  were  fit  sub- 
jects for  punishment,  under  this  rule,  if  these 
were  not  they  ?  men  around  whom  the  light  of 
science  had  shone  in  ito  most  refulgent  ^endor^- 
who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  precepu  of  meiey, 
of  moderation,  and  of  justice,  to  become  worse 
than  savages,  to  stimulate,  to  lead  those  wild, 
those  untutored,  those  miserable  men  of  the  for- 
est, to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  unre- 
sisting innocencei 

But,  it  is  said,  there  was  no  necessity  for  their 
execution,  because,  say  gentlemen,  the  war  was 
nearly  over,  we  had  no  danger  to  apprehend. 
Sir,  the  necessity  for  executing  such  lawless  mia- 
eteants  exisu  now  as  much  as  then.  What,  sir, 
was  the  object  of  their  punishment  ?  Not  mere- 
ly that  they  should  atone  for  the  crimes  which 


I  may  be  permitted  to  uk  that  honorable  cism* 
mittee  how  the  commanding  Qeneral  is  to  aseo- 
tain  the  fact  of  their  guilt  ?  Is  ho  to  sic  as  judge 
and  juror  t  Is  he  to  execute  them  on  the  mot 
suggestion,  of  any  one  who  chooses  to  chai|e 
them,  or  are  the  facts  to  be  ascertained  by  respect- 
able and  honorable  officers  detailed  for  the  pur- 
pose? Sir,  if  without  the  invesUgatiaa  of  this 
respectable  court  these  men  had  boon  czeeuud, 
well,  indeed,  might  we  censure  the  GoaoraL  Tbe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  iaquifoa,  whv 
General  Jackson  did  not  execute  WeaCherford? 
and  answers  the  interrqzatory  himself,  onhesi- 
utiuffly,  by  stating  that  ueoeral  Jachsea  did  not 
then  xnow  the  plenitude  of  his  powon.  Sit,  I 
am  happy  to  know  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
give  to  this  honomble  Committee  the  tracj 
why  that  gallant  chieftain  was  not 


Some  time,  sir,  before  the  Treaty  of  IPert  Jack- 
son, this  chief  was  informed  that  General  Jiaeksea 
intended,  if  he  could  take  hiin,  to  put  him  to 
death.  He  was  advised  by  his  fcinds,  as  his 
warriors  wore  almost  all  slam,  as  his  oonatiy  was 
ruined,  and  as  his  escape  was  almost  impombLci 
to  surrender  himself  to  Qeneml  Jackson ;  that  it 
was  useless  to  attempt  further  rcaistaneei  and  this 
was  the  only  means  by  which  his  life  could  be 
saved;  he  determined  to  do  so,  and  presented  him- 
self  to  the  General,  at  his  headquarters.  We  ate 
informed  that  it  was  demanded  of  him  who  lie 
was,  and  how  he  came  there.  He  rofdied,  *'my 
name  is  Weatherford,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
'  Red  Sticks.  I  have  fought  you  till  my  war- 
'  riois  are  all  slain.  If  I  had  warriors  I  woold 
'  fight  you  still,  but  I  have  none ;  my  eoootry  is 
*  overrun,  and  my  soldiers  are  fallen.  Here  lam 
'in your  power— do  with  me  as  yon  please— 
'  only  recollect  that  I  am  a  soldier?*  This,  sir. 
was  the  reason  why  the  life  of  that  brave  chief 
was  saved.  If,  under  these  circumstances,  ou 
CSeneral  could  have  executed  so  distinguished  a 
sava|;e,  the  most  verdant  laurel  would  have  laded 
on  his  brow. 

We  are  also  called  upon,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  cen- 
sure the  conduct  of  General  Jackson^' uking 
possession  of  the  fort  St.  Marks,  of  Penmcola, 
and  the  fortress  Baraacas.  And,  to  prove  to  us 
that  ^e  ougbt,  the  argument  seems  to  be  ioieod- 
ed  to  prove,  first,  that  the  war  against  the  Semi- 


they  had  committed,  but,  sir,  it  was  to  teach  an*"aoles  was  uaconstitutional ;  secondly,  that  Gen- 


important  lesson  to  the  unprincipled  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and  S|)ain;  it  proclaimed  to  them, 
sir,  in  language  which  could  not  be  misunder- 
stood, what  they  miffht  expect  for  like  <^enea} 
and,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  if,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Government,  a  determination 
had  been  fixed  and  avowed  to  the  world,  to  pun- 
ish with  instant  death  all  such  offences,  the  effect 
would  have  been  the  salvation  of  the  lives  of 
many  of  our  citizens. 

The  honorable  committee  who  reported  this 
resolution,  have  told  us  that  the  court  martial 
had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  offence.  In  reply  to 
which  I  will  observe,  that  if  I  have  shown  that, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  these  men  could  be  pun- 
ished with  death  by  a  Prince  or  by  his  General, 


oral  Jackson  made  war  upon  Spain  in  taking, 
unnecessarily,  forcible  pomession  of  those  places. 
As  to  the  coostitutienaiity  of  the  «ar,  if  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  law  were  silent  on  this  subject, 
I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  Government  would  go  far  in  jiutifyiog  the 
measures  which  the  Bxecutive  has  adopted ;  bat, 
in  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  or  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  power  is  vested  in  Congress  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  suppren 
insurrection  and  repel  invasion.  This,  sir,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  have  done,  in  the 
year  1795,  by  authorizing  the  Executive,  when- 
ever the  united  States  shall  be  invaded,  oi  in 
imminent  danger  of  invasion  from  any  foreign 
nation  or  Indian  tribe^  to  call  forth  such  nomKr 
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of  the  mUIlii  of  the  Suue  or  StiU^s  most  Aoiure* 
nieot  to  the  place  of  danger  as  be  mAv  thini 
necessar/ for  the  pariKxe.  It  will  not  heie  be 
Decessanr  toinooire  whether  the  President  of  the 
Uoiied  States  Jhas  the  power  to  use  the  regular 
army  for  the  same  purpose ;  this,  I  presume,  will 
at  once  he  admit  tea.  It  will  also  be  unnecessary 
for  me  to  attempt  to  proTe,  that  the  necessity  ex« 
isted  for  the  exercise  of  this  power  when  Cteneral 
Gaines  was  prderc^d  to  o.ur  9QPtbern  frontier,  in 
that  quarter.  It  will  be  recoUeat^  that,  at  the 
commencemont  of  the  first  session  of  the  present 
CoQ^ess,  we  were  informed  by  the  pceMlit  Chief 
Magistrate  of  his  prooeedings  in  relation  to  the 
Indians  ^  tbut  quarter.  We  were  ipformad,  air, 
that  he  hfd  an  ai;my,  under  i^e  commaija  of 
Qtneral  Qaioes,  on  the  borders  of  the  Floztdas; 
that  orders  bad  been  issued  from  the  War  De- 
ftariment  to  Qeneral  Oaines  to  demi^nd  satisfac- 
tion for  murders  and  deprecations  which  the 
hdUns  had  committed,  but  that  he  was  instruct- 
ed not  to  iremd  upon  Spanish  teuritory.  Where 
tbeo,  sir,  were  Qur  Constitutional  acruplea?  As 
to  the  power  of  the  SzecutiTe  to  crops  the  line, 
not  a  word  escaped  our  lips — no  proTislon  was 
made  in  ca^  it  should  heoome  necessary  to  pur- 
sue them  into  Florida.  Thus  rested  the  matter 
until  some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the 
session  of  Congress,  wben  we  were  informed  of 
the  massacre  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and  party)  and 
still  we  were  silent — not  a  voice  was  baard  in 
faror  of  the  enlargement  6(  the  powers  of  the 
EzecntlTe ;  no  one  seemed  to  doubt  his  power — 
all  seemed  w^illing  to  trust  it  with  him.  Here, 
sir,  a  fair  opportunity  was  given  to  them,  wbo 
doubt  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  pursue  an 
Indian  on  Spanish  soil,  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject. What,  then,  was  the  Executive  to  do? 
Was  he  to  command  his  General  to  stand  close 
on  this  artificial  boundary^  and  if  the  enemy,  af- 
ter  he  had  murdered  all  our  citizens  within  the 
Spanish  territor|ri  could  be  taken  on  this  side  the 
line  to  chastise  him  1  This,  it  seems  to  me,  would 
be  a  new  way  of  repelling  iAvaalon.  No,  sir,  a 
measure  ntoie  effectual,  more  energetic,  was 
adopted.  Orders  were  given  to  cross  the  line, 
and  to  adQptsuch  measures  as  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  termination. 
The  only  ease  in  which  Qeneral  Jaokson  was  re- 
stricted, was  on  the  Indians  taking  protection  oa- 
ler  a  Spanish  fort,  in  which  case  he  was  ordered 
:o  advise  the  War  Department  of  the  fact.  But, 
iir,  the  conduct  of  the  Governors  of  St.  Marks 
ind  Pensacola,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for 
Qeneral  Jackson  to  possess  himself  of  those  for- 
tresses, waa  not,  by  our  Government,  to  be  an- 
ticipated. It  would  here  be  unnecessary,  and, 
indeed,  tiresome,  to  refer  to  all  the  documentarj 
testimony  ahowing  what  their  conduct  was;  this 
testimony  has  been  carefully  examined  by  gen- 
tlemen who  have  preceded  me.  It  is  hardly  a  fair 
nanner  of  argument,  sir,for  gentlemen  to  state  that 
var  has  been  made  upon  Spain;  and,  to  prove  this. 
>olnt  out  to  OS  the  acu  of  hostility  of  General 
acksoQ  towards  her,  in  taking  those  fortresses ; 
nd  ask  ua  if  this  be  not  war  ?    Sir,  I  admit  that, 


a,hstractly  considered,  this  would  have  been.inakr 
tngan  UQauthorized  war  upon  a  Spanish  cobny* 
But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  (question ;  tne  fact  is,  tbat 
Qeneral  Jackson^ according  to  directions frointke 
War  Department,  had  carried  the  war  into  Flo- 
rida against  the  Seminoles;.and  the  question.bere 
is,  what  might  he,  or  what  .mijsht  he  not  do  .^ 
Spain,  a  neutral  Power,  as  incident  to  carrtiog 
on  the  war  against  the  savages?  This  would  ^a- 

Eend  very  much  on  the  conduct  of  the  neutral 
er^elf.  It  seems  to  be  conceded  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Spanish  commandant  of  St.  Marks  ^k$m 
snch  as  to  authorize  the  General  to  ocf  upy  thai 
fortress^  but  the  taking  of  Pensacola  and  tne  3a- 
rancas  is  thought  to  be  more  di|$cult  of  justific»- 
tion.  Here,  sir,  I  ask  the  Committee  to  recollect 
the  orders  of  General  Jackson;  t)iase  were,  .U^ 
he  ahottld  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  term4natioxi^ 
the  honor  of  our  country  requiring  it,  and  jifi^ 
this  should  be  efiected  with  exemplary  muush- 
ment  on  the  savages.  Now,  sir,  recollect  |ne  cpi^* 
duct  of  the  Goviernor  of  Pensacola*  Pid  be  .uift 
tolerate  the  aasemblage  of  the  savagea  sLt-Penim* 
cola,  to  the  number  of  live  hnndredl  Were,iv;it 
Spanish  o£Bcers  seen  intermingling  wi|h  theaaT- 
f  0es  as  brothers  and  associates  ?  Were  not  tbei^ 
^vages  furnished  by  Soanisb  officers  with  thoie 
things  that  constitute  tne  very  sinews. of  a,  wart 
And,  sir,  while  these  things  were  doing,  in  open 
day,  what  was  this  Spanish  Govemor'siangui^ 
to  General  Jack9Dn?  '^Depart  from  the  territoiy 
of  my  master,  or  I  will  repel  force  by  tbrce."  Ljt 
us  now,  sir,  for  a  moment  suppose  Uaneral  Jacis- 
son  had  marched  according  to  the  order  whiab 
he  received  from  the  officer  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, would  the  war  have  been  terminated  ?  I 
shau  dismiss  this  subject  by  observing,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  of  necessity,  waa  to  judge  whether, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  be  womd  be  war- 
ranted in  doing  what  he  had  done.  He  must 
judge  as  to  what  acta  of  a  neutral  will  make  her 
an  associate  in  the  war;  or,  at  least,  as  to  the 
character  of  her  action^.  And  I  will  now  take 
the  libar ty  to  ask  gentlemen,  who  are  disposed  to 
censure,  what  they  would  have  done  under  like 
circumstances;  would  they  have  marched  their 
army  home  according  to  orders  from  the  Catholic 
Governor,  and  would  they  thus  have  speedily 
ended  the  war  ?  Sir,  it  is  an  eaay  matter  to  cen- 
sure the  conduct  of  others,  without  attempting 
to  show  how  they  should  have  acted  otherwise. 
Mr.  Tallbudcu,  of  New  York.  In  rising  to 
address  the  House  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day, 
when  the  attention  of  the  House  was  necessarily 
fatigued  by  those  who  had  preceded  him,  and  its 
patience  somewhat  exhausted,  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
was  aware  of  the  dangers  that  awaited  him ;  be 
was  aware  of  the  perils  that  he  must  encounter 
in  attempting  to.proceed.  But,  Mr.  T.  said,  the 
resolutions  under  consideration  were  so  important 
in  their  nature,  and  so  rei>lete  with  consequences 
of  such  magnitude,  involving  the  interest  and  the 
honor  of  our  country,  that  a  sense  of  duty  impelled 
him  to  go  on. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  a  question  of  war  discussed  ia 
the  highest  deliberative  assembly  known,  to  a  free 


711 


HISTORY  OF  CONdBlflB. 


712 


H.  07  R. 


Seminole  War. 


Jahuait,  1819. 


people,  can  nerer  fail  to  become  a  question  of  great 
ittdiviaual  exeitemeDt — of  great  public  interest. 
Its  cause,  and  its  eonseqaencesi  to  tbe  pablie  bap- 


tbat,  in  addition  to  the  question  of  the  Seminole 
war  and  its  natural  consequences,  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  discuss,  in  iu  progress,  the  Consti- 
tution of  our  country  has  been  violated  by  mill- 
tarv  power,  and  the  honor  of  our  nation  stained 
by  Mse  and  inhuman  cruelties — it  is  then,  sir. 
that  the  question  assumes  an  aspect  of  ten-fold 
more  importance,  and  calculated  to  excite  the 
feelings  of  this  House  and  to  arouse  the  spirit  of 
the  nation.    Such,  said  Mr.  T.  is  the  question 
BOW  presented  for  discussion.    It  was  due  to  him- 
self to  confess  to  this  House  that  his  feelings  were 
excited  upon  the  occasion,  and  that  be  entered 
upon  the  discussion  with  a  determination  to  meet 
it  in  all  iu  bearings.    But,  he  said,  while  be  thus 
frankly  arowed  his  feelings,  he  begged  the  indul- 
gence to  add,  that,  while  ne  intended  his  course 
in  debate  should  be  marked  with  zeal  and  deci- 
sion, yet  he  also  intended  to  observe  the  decorum 
in  debate  due  to  the  dignity  of  this  House.    He 
said  it  was  his  pride  to  say  that,  since  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  he  never  had  used 
against  any  member  a  harsh  expression  or  severe 
aUusion,  and  that  he  never  would.     He  ten- 
dered his  acknowledgments  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  CobbJ  for  the  example  he  had  set 
in  the  opening — ardent  in  debate,  out  temperate 
in  expression.    Mr.  T.  said  it  should  be  his  course ; 
he  hoped  others  would  also  observe  the  example. 
His  own  opinion  was  decisively  formed  upon 
full  examination  of  all  the  documents — and,  while 
he  did  not  doubt  of  tbe  proper  result,  and  which 
he  should  endeavor  to  prevail  on  this  House  to 
adopt;  yet,  he  was  free  to  declare,  there  was 
ample  room  for  difference  of  opinion,  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  not  inclined  to  cast  any  imputations 
upon  those  from  whom  he  might  differ.    He  was 
disposed  to  proffer  to  them  the  most  charitable  in- 
dulgence, and  he  was  tbe  more  desirous  they 
should  accept  from  him  the  proffer,  because  he 
solicited  it  for  himself  from  them  in  return. 

Mr.  T.  said  a  doubt  had  already  been  expressed 
whether  this  House  had  the  power  to  discuss  and 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  present  subject,  and 
a  hope  had  been  intimated  that  those  who  opposed 
the  resolutions  would  not  put  that  opposition 
upon  the  want  of  riffht  and  power  in  the  House, 
and  thus  prevent  the  inquiry.  He  said,  as  for 
himself,  he  would  not.  It  was  a  point  upon  which 
he  had  doubts.  A  y;reat  national  question  had 
arisen,  connected  with  a  recent  war,  and  which 
had  justly  excited  public  feeling — it  was  in  his 
opinion  fit  and  proper  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  should  investigate  the  subject  and  ex- 
press their  opinion.  Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  asserted 
that  the  Major  General,  who  had  conducted  the 
war  in  its  progress,  had  violated  his  orders — had 
broken  the  Constitution,  and  had^bv  cruelties,  dis- 
honored our  national  character.  Yet,  said  he,  the 
President,  from  whom  those  orders  emanated,  has 


not  arrested  him,  but  has  approved  of  bis  proceed- 
ings, andjconsequently.  stands  responsible  for  tbe 
esult.    Whatever  douots  might  bare  been  enter 


tained  as  to  our  powers  in  tbe  question  betweea 
this  House  and  the  Major  General,  approved  and 
adopted  as  the  transactions  had  been  by  the  Pre- 
sident, it  was  now  a  question  between  him  and 
the  public ;  and  no  doubt  of  bur  powers  could  be 
reasonably  entertained.    Mr.  T.  said,  he  hoped 
the  power  of  tbe  House  would  ever  be  sparingly 
exercised,  and  be  reserved  for  great  occasions. 
But,  I  hold,  said  he,  that  we  have  thf  power,  and 
that  it  becomes  a  duty  to  investigate  and  express 
our  opinions  on  great  public  occasions,  producing 
public  excitement.    It  is  here,  on  this  floor,  and 
through  their  Represenutives^  that  the  people 
can  only  speak.    Your  Administration  may  be- 
come corrupt — your  Executive  officers  may  vio- 
late the  laws  ;  break  the  Constitution ;  and,  by 
violent  outrages,  even  involve  the  country  in 
war.    In  such  an  event,  here,  on  this  floor,  and 
in  this  power  for  whicn  I  am  now  eontendiuff, 
will  ever  be  found  the  only  sure  corrective.    It 
is  one  of  the  dearest  privilms  of  this  House; 
one  tbe  most  essential  to  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  preserved  and  maintained ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  the  last  prerogative  ever  surrendered. 
So  far,  then,  from  wishing  to  avoid  the  present 
discussion,  I  hold,  said  Mr.  T.  that  the  charges 
made  are  of  so  deep  a  dye,  and  have  produced 
such  excitement,  that  it  has  become  oar  daty,  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  to  inquire,  and 
to  advise  ;  nay,  even  to  instruct  poUic  opinion 
upon  the  subject  now  under  discussion.    And,  Mr. 
T.  said,  it  afforded  him  a  proud  consolation  to  be- 
lieve that  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent,  would  be  willing  to  adopt  as  correct 
the  opinion  which  this  House  should  announce. 
Such,  said  Mr.  T.,  has  been  the  sensation  produced 
by  the  manner  and  character  of  the  accusations 
which  have  been  thrown  out,  that  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation to  sav,  if  this  House  should  ierminate  their 
session,  and  omit  to  inquire  into,  and  avow  their 
opinion  upon  the  present  subjec^  it  would  disap- 
point the  nation,  and  fix  upon  this  House  anetet* 
nal  stigma,  as  wanting  spirit  to  pronounce  be- 
tween the  country  and  tbe  Administration;  or, 
if  gentlemen  would  rather  have  it  so,  betnreen 
the  proposed  resolution  and  Gteneral  Jackson. 
He  saia  he  bad  no  unwillingness  on  his  part. 
And,  he  hoped  the  House  would  hold  fast  upon 
the  present  resolutions,  and  insist  upon  a  direct 
vote  upon  tbe  accusing  propositions.    If  the  Con- 
stitution has  been  violated ;  if  the  honor  of  tbte 
nation  is  stained  by  cruelties,  this  House  should 
declare  it  to  the  country.    If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
accusations  are  found  to  be  incorrect,  it  was  due 
to  tbe  Administration  ;  it  was  due  to  the  charac- 
ter of  General  Jackson,  that  we  should  so  declare, 
and  thus  wipe  away  the  unjust  imputations.    A 
vote  of  tbauKs  has  been  talked  of.    Mr.  T.  said  he 
should  oppose  any  substitute  for  the  present  reso- 
lutions.   The  thanks  of  this  House  constitute  the 
best  wealth  of  this  nation ;  too  precious  to  be 
used,  unless  on  extraordinary  occasions.    Snch 
was  tbe  affiiir  of  Orleans.    But,  it  is  sofllcien  t  that 
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00  iDTeftigatioo  of  ihe  Semiaole  war,  there  shall 
be  found  oo  cause  for  blame.  A  decided  rejec- 
tion  of  the  proposed  resolutions  of  eensure,  was 
all  fbat  the  present  occasion  required. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  T^  in  addition  to  the  proposed 
censure  contained  in  the  resolutions,  they  also  con> 
tain  subjects  on  which  l^islation  is  proposed. 
He  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  saf  but  legisla- 
tion on  those  points  mif^ht  be  proper,  at  a  proper 
time,  sod  under  proper  circumstances;  but  he  w;as 
prewired  to  say  that,  on  this  occasion,  under  the 
present  public  excitement,  and  coupled  with  the 
proposeu  resolutions  for  censure,  he,  for  one, 
iroaid  not  consent  to  legislate.  The  act  of  legis- 
lation, under  existing  circumstances,  would  ne- 
eessarilj  imply  in  itself  a  disapprobation  of  this 
Honse  to  the  proceedings  approred  and  adopted 
by  tlie  President,  and  would  include  a  direct  cen- 
lore  opon  General  Jackson.  Lotus,  said  Mr.  T., 
reject  the  whole  of  the  resolutions. '  If  any  gen- 
ileman  thinks  that  lecislation  on  anv  of  these  sub- 
jects is  requisite  for  the  public  good ;  if  he  would 
bring  it  forward  as  distinct  and  disconnected  pro- 
positions, it  would  undoubtedly  reeelTe  the  de- 
liberate consideration  of  this  House,  and  under  no 
}ther  circumstances  ought  it  to  be  entertained. 
He  said  he  was  opposed  to  any  act  of  this  House 
which,  by  buf  inference,  would  look  like  censure 
on  General  Jackson;  a  man  whose  name  and 
irhose  fame  was  identified  with  the  history  and 
the  glory  of  oar  country ;  he  would  not  say  the 
Srst  military  captain  of  any  country,  but  he 
thought  he  might  saj  the  first  in  ours. 

In  addition  to  the  important  questions  involved 
in  the  present  discussion,  Mr.  T«  said  the  honor- 
able Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  also  introduced 
the  treaty  signed  between  our  countrv  und  the 
Creek  Indians,  in  August,  1814;  and  he  has  ex- 
pressed his  indignation  at  the  manner  in  which 
hat  treaty  was  made,  and  at  its  haughty  and  dicta- 
orial  terms.  He  has  intimated  that  the  harsh 
ind  severe  exactions  of  that  treaty  were  the  pro- 
)tble  causes  of  the  present  Seminole  war.  Mr. 
r.  said  he  differed  in  opinion  with  the  honorable 
Speaker  in  regard  to  that  treaty.  He  did  not  dis- 
:over  in  it  that  haughty  temper,  that  spirit  of  ex- 
letion  on  the  part  of  our  country,  which  had 
o  much  ofiended  the  Speaker.  The  honorable 
Speaker  has  repealed,  with  great  emphasis,  ^  The 
Jnited  States  demand,"  ^  The  United  States  de- 
aand,"  seven  times.  Te%  sir^  said  Mr.  T.  the 
Jnited  States,  by  that  treaty,  did  demand ;  they 
lad  melancholy  cause  te  demand.  Theirs  were 
he  wrongs;  theirs  were  the  sufferings;  they  were 
he  injured  partjr ;  they  had«  for  yearsj  endured 
|very  misery  incidlent  to  Indian  hosiiUties;  the 
riendly  tribes  and  the  frontier  settlements  had 
wen  ]^ondered  of  their  property,  and  those  tribes 
ind  our  frontier  had  bled  from  Indian  warfare, 
intil  the  nation  had  been  compelled  to  sustain  the 
xpense  and  the  sacrifices  for  their  complete  sub* 
ligation.  It  was  under  such  circumstances  that 
le  treuty  of  Fort  Jackson  was  made.  Sir,  said 
[r.  T.,  the  United  States  did  demand;  it  was 
leir  duty  to  demand ;  and,  after  seven  times  de- 
manding, indemnity  was  not  obtained  for  a  tithe 


oi  our  sufferings.  Mr.  T.  said  he  found  nothing 
in  the  treatv  that  placed  our  country  in  the  wrong. 
It  recites  tnat  the  war  was  "  unprovoked"  on  our 
part ;  that  it  was  "  inhuman  and  sanguinarv— ^ 
waged  by  the  hostile  Creeks^instigated  by  im- 
postors^ denominating  themselves  prophets,  and 
by  foreign  emissaries/' 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  honorable  Speaker  has 
also  represented  that,  by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
son, the  United  States  had  demanded  of  the  In- 
dians the  surrender  of  their  prophets;  hence  he 
has  exclaimed,  with  a  voice  that  overcame  nu^ 
"Spare  them  their  reli^on!  apare  them  their 
prophets  I  spare  them  their  superstition  I" 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  representation  given  by  the 
honorable  Speaker^  or  the  sixth  article  of  that 
treaty,  was  so  unlike  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  that  article,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
conclude  that,  in  the  hurry  of  debate,  the  honors 
able  Speaker  had  entirely  overlooked  the  con* 
eluding  clause  of  the  article,  and  thus  had  totallr 
mistalSn  its  meaning.  Mr.  T.  said  he  would 
read  it.    "The  United  States  demand  the  cap- 

*  ture  and  surrender  of  all  the  prophets  and  in- 
'  stigators  of  the  war,  whether  foreigners  or  na^ 
'  tives,  who  have  not  submitted  to  the  arms  of 
'  the  united  Stateiu  and  become  parties  to  these 
'  articles  of  capitulation,  if  ever  they  shall  be 

*  found  within  the  territory  granted  to  the  Creek 
'  nation  by  the  second  article."  Sir,  said  Mr.  T^ 
a  treaty  was  formed  between  our  country  and  the 
Creek  natiofi  in  1790.  This  treaty  had  been  ob- 
served on  our  part,  but  had  been  broken  on  the 
part  of  the  Creek  nation,  by  repeated,  and  almost 
continued  acts  of  hostility.  During  the  late  war 
between  our  country  and  Great  Sritain,  one- 
third  of  the  Creek  nation  had  continued  to  ob- 
serve the  treaty,  and  hence  were  denominated 
theyHenctty  Cruke;  the  other  two-thirds,  iasti* 
gated  by  their  impostors^  called  prophets  and 
foreign  emissaries,  nad  jomed  Great  Britain  in 
the  war,  and  desolated  our  frontier;  they  Wife 
known  as  \hehoetUe  Creeke.  An  expedition  into 
their  country,  and  the  destruction  of  their  towns, 
induced  them  to  make  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
son. A  part  of  these  two  thirds  which  had  been 
hostile,  refused  to  come  into  the  treaty.  They 
declared  their  intention  to  continue  the  war. 
They  abandoned  the  limito  of  their  tribe  because 
they  would  not  submit  to  the  peace.  Thef 
joined  the  Seminole  Indijins  on  the  Florida  line. 
They  have  since  been  known  as  the  auiiawed 
Bed  Sticke,  It  was  the  prophets  and  emissaries, 
the  instigators  of  war;  of  these  outlawed  CreekSi 
which  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  demanded  to 
be  surrendered ;  provided  they  would  not  become 
parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but,  persisting  in 
hostilities,  should  be  found  in  the  territories  of 
the  friendly  Creeks.  Such,  said  Mr.  T.,  was  the 
evident  intention  of  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  a  just  and  necessary  precaution 
for  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  to  render  the 
peace  permanent.  The  event  has  abundantly 
justified  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the  mea^ 
sure.  It  is  these  prophets  and  these  emissaries, 
and  those  outlawed  Creeks,  who  have  subae- 
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#iur,  b^iogfiog,  iii  its  eomequeiieeft  Qpcm  cmr  peo^ 
|i^  distreM  and  dtetter;  Qpoa  oiir  eoantrv  ex* 
milse  «tid  did^tie^  mid  upon  tbe  mismblc 
Cklniiioie  trite  nifD,  peitapt  even  eneimitttftioft. 
AM  fM  iftonr  eoustry  to  benpbmlded;  t^  b« 
coTered  with  contQmeljr,  because,  i^  «  t^eit^  of 
peiite,  fh«  demtnded  the  svirreBder  of  those  pro- 
pl^tk  and  epinarieaf  Not  the  propb«/Ca  aird 
eMissuriea  of  their  rdigloti,  or  of  their  8tt]>erMi- 
liOD,  bM  the  hoatile  prophets  and  euiaaaries  of 
thie  oiMlftwed  Creeks,  preaehfag  oa  o«r  froatfer, 
ataQfoag  the  n^iserable  aatiTes,  #at>,  havoe,  aad 
desolatioB.  8tr,  nxf  eoaatry  has  not  iavaded  the 
f^lgiOD  or  the  superstition  of  the  Indians;  it 
hUB  not  cteried  the  preeepta  of  oor  religion 
attong  them  #ith  the  sword  or  the  bayonet.  But 
adf-def^ate  and  aelf-preseryktion  reqtitretf  us  to 
r^siat  the  *  efforta  of  their  prophets,  breathing 
iha.  and  kindif  aided  by  the  influence  and  the 
reiburces  of  that  GoTetnaeat  with  whonr  the 
koilonibte  speaker  has  pointed  out  the  remarka- 
bfae  cohiieidenee.  that  tne  very  day  after  the 
T^ieaty  of  Fort  Juckaon.  we  had  signed  a  protocol 
of  peace.  Sir,  the  mild  precepts  of  our  gospel 
dfd  not  require  our  country  to  submit  to  such 
wronfl|ft.  He  would  mafiKtain  that  its  cotaduet 
had  baen  eonect;  it  was  not  marked  br  that 
haughtT  and  dictatorial  spirit  which  hacf  been 
aseribel  to  it.  But,  sir,  if  I  am  wrong,  and  the 
honorable'  Shaker  is  correct,  upon  jrhom  is  the 
cenaure  to  rest?  The  constituted  authorities  of 
jotT  country  had  adopted  the  treaty;  the  8enate 
iiad  ratified  vttA  approved  it,  ana  this  Houae^ 
aiM  Mir.  T.,  hate  carried  it  into  eflect,  by  appro- 
]flriaiioiia  for  that  purpoae.  8tr^  our  moutha  are 
cfdaed  in  expressire  silence:  it  ill  beemiies  as  to 
eMt  back  iinputatiotts  upon  the  Bxecutife  of  our 
WT«mmettt,  for  faithfully  dd^mdii^g  a  bleeding 
ik^tier,  ud  carrying  Into  efl^t  a  treaty  sanc- 
fibned  by  every  department  of  legislaiite  power. 
UMeli  less,  then,  are  we  to  cast  a  censure  upon 
the  Mttjor  General  whose  valor  and  whose  skill 
hid  nroiiiptly  terahittaied  a  war  thteatening  in 
il^  ravage*  to  deaolate  a  sister  State. 

Bot,  said  Mr.  I^ .,  to  what  conclnstoii  does  the 
aHfUlnent  tend,  that  this  Seminole  war  was  the 
mprittg  of  the  severe  and  dictatorial  demands 
eeiiieted  by  our  country  in  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Jaekaon  ?  Would  gentlemen  have  the  Pr^ident 
sit  n^ith  folded  arms,  and  answer  to  the  supplica- 
tiotta  of  a  bleeding  frontier,  "ih^  arm  or  the 
Ualun  ahall  not  be  extended  for  your  relief,''  be^ 
eauae  oUr  country  was  in  the  wrong— because  we 
had  eaoited  the  wir  by  our  unjust  exactions  in 
the  Treaty  of  Foft  Jackson  t  Would  gentlemen 
on  this  ground  censure  General  Jaekaon^  because 
he  too  did  not  pause  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of 
the  war;  but,  when  ordered  by  the  Bxecutive, 
he  flew  to  the  frontier  settlements,  carrying  to 
them  succor  and  safety  1 

Butj  said  Mr.  T.,  We  have  been  told  that  this 
war  was,  on  the  part  of  oar  country,  an  offensive 
war;  and,  therefore,  it  did  not  come  within  the 
powera  of  the  Bxecutive  to  carry  it  on ;  and 
therefore  the  powera  of  this  House,  and  ita  right 


to  pi^bnMniee  oto  p^iee  and  «ar,  had  been  hi* 
vaded,  and  our  Conatituvion  had  thuB  been  vio- 
lated. I  aatf  eWtr^ttely  elbbarraaacd  to  d^termtna 
how  to  answer  tbiaobjeetton ;  an  oijeetioit  pre- 
aenting  aik  aapect  aO^  tretii^adoda.  Tlie  preroga- 
tives of  diis  Il0fi$4f,  on  peac^  and  WM^,  mn  in- 
vaded-^he  Cotfiatilutlon  of  our  eonntiy  vicilafed. 
The  BaeentiVef  of  our  Obvil^ntBett^  upcar  bns  own 
reaqpoasibility,  has  wiiged  an  offmdw^  wtct :  or  he 
has  aaae^dned,  and  atibaequently  ajyiored  of 
General  JaOkaon^a  making  ofiensive  war  upoo  a 
dafcneelesa  Indian  tribe  I  la  the  ScW&iofe  irar 
oflebalv^  on  our  part  f  At  the  last  aaarion  of  this 
Houae  we  apeteially  appropriated  money  for  the 
aupport  of  tnia  war.  Bui  my  excited  fediaga, 
aaid  Mr.  T.,  forbid  m^  to  diaeiiss  this  poiat. 

Sir,  you  are  an  American!  Go,  count  the 
Meediag  aculpa  of  your  murdered  eoutftmnfeD,  of 
all  agea  aiid  aeixes,  found  by  (3enertt  Jaekaon ; 
and  then  return,  and  tell  to  this  House  if  this 
Seminole  war  Waa,  on  the  part  of  your  country, 
an  olftnsive  a^r !  Tell  this  Houae,  alao.  if  yoa 
advise  a  vole  of  censure  to  be  passed  on  the  con- 
duet  of  dther  the  Bxetrutive.  tor  bis  just  orders, 
or  upon  General  Jacksoa,  for  uiscovering  upwards 
of  three  hundred  dried  and  fifty  fresh  scalps,  with 
a  red  pole  erected  as  the  beacon  of  Indian  war, 
and  crowned  with  the  scalp  of  an  AnMricaa 
eitiaen! 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T^  if  am  cortect  that  tht  Semi- 
nole Indians  had  waged  an  inbtmnn  and  destruc- 
tive war  upon  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  it  betame 
obligatory  upon  the  Eieeutiveof  the  Union,  both 
in  the  spirit  and  letter  of  hia  duty,  to  extend  d^e 
aim  of  Government  lor  their  protection :  no  mat* 
ter  from  what  eansea  the  wAr  waa  prodoeed ;  no 
matter  from  whenoe  its  origin.  It  waa  sufficieat 
that  a  sister  State  #n  assailed,  aad  cttUed  itnaa 
the  Union  for  defence.  Ila  omiaaion  by  the  Bx- 
ecutive would  joatly  have  incurred  the  eeaame 
of  this  Houae.  Si^,  the  Preaident  did  not  oraic, 
in  thia  reapect  hia  duty.  He  called  Qeneral  Jbek- 
aOn  into  tne  field,  and  veatcdd  him  with  diaere- 
tionary  powers,  **  toetmcentrate  bis  foree^  and  to 
adopt  the  neceasary  measures  to  tenainaie  the 
conflict.'*  General  Jaekaon  promptly  peiffonoad 
hia  duty;  he  did  adopt  the  nooeaaary  naeasares; 
he  haa  terminated  the  coafliet ;  he  has  reported 
hia  proceedinga ;  they  hikve  been  adopted  wi  ap- 
proved by  the  President.  Here,  then,  aaiilllr.  T., 
the  aflair  With  Genial  Jaekaon  la  at  an  end.  He 
stands  justified  and  disehai«ed ;  whatever  may 
have  been  the  incidents  in  tne  proeiesa  aad  the 
conduct  of  that  war,  committed  to  hb  t^Nvge,  be 
ia  exonerated  from  all  reaponaibility.  Good  in- 
tentionaand  a  faithful  exerciae  of  his  diacreiioB, 
under  the  circumstances  as  they  traospiied,  wera 
all  that  could  ever  be  reomred  or  Qeneral  Jaekaoa. 
This  is  not  doubted.  The  responaibilitiea  of  the 
traoaaetion  are  therefore  oaat  upon  the  Bxecu- 
tive. It  ia  an  affair  between  the  country  and  ite 
President.  Mr.  T.  said  he  reioieed  that  it  was } 
for  he  had  no  idea  of  Bxecutive  irresponsibility. 
He  never  would  consent  that  a  military  officer 
should  be  charged  with  discretionary  powers,  and 
then  be  held  responsible  ftir  anything  more  than 
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good  intcBtJOQi^  and  good  ftith  in  the  perform- 
ance of  kiB  daties. 

Buty  be  said,  let  me  not  be  misimderstood.  Re 
duekimed  aa?  wish  topreTent  inqairjr.  He  had 
no  desire  to  efairn  for  General  Jackson  the  pro- 
tection of  Bseentire  responsibility.  It  woald  be 
doing  injustice  to  the  high  character  of  that  man. 
And  he  beliered  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct 
would  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny.  With  this 
Tiew,  and  although  he  thought  Gfeneral  Jackson 
was  soffieieirUy  acquitted  and  discharged  by  Bz- 
eeuciTe  approbation,  yet  he  should  now  proceed 
to  examine  the  i>rogress  of  the  war ;  ana  he  in- 
rited  the  fullest  inrestigation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  hold  that  General  Jackson 
was  vested  with  full  and  ample  powers  for  the 
condaet  of  the  Seminole  war.  The  orders  to 
him  were  discretionary;  vesting  in  him  adequate 
anthority  for  every  emergencv  that  might  be  in- 
cident to  the  campaign.  Unaer  the  circumstan- 
ces, such  discretionary  orders  were  correct.  He 
was  about  to  be  immersed  in  the  wilderness, 
from  whence  be  could  neither  communicate  or 
receive  information  from  the  War  Department. 
It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  confide  to  him  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  war;  and  the  orders  from 
the  War  Department,  collectively  considered, 
clearly  vested  in  him  ample  powers  for  every 
exigency  that  the  campaign  might  require.  The 
fabctions  of  the  War  Department  were  expended 
in  the  amplitude  of  his  orders.  No  additional 
powers  could  have  been  given,  under  any  state 
of  circumstances,  had  the  War  Office  ac^mpan- 
ied  him  into  the  wilderness*  His  ample  and  dis- 
cietionary  powers  embraced  every  case,  and 
covered  and  justified  his  whole  conduct.  Not, 
said  Mr*  T.,  that  tbe  orders  to  Gkneral  Jackson 
eooldjttstify  him  in  doing  any  wrong — in  making 
an  offensive  war,  or  in  violating  a  neutral  terri- 
tory; but  whatever  act  was  required  to  be  done, 
whatever  the  events  of  the  wax  justified  to  be 
done,  and  which  the  War  Office  might  have 
ordered,  so  far  the  orders  to  General  Jackson  ex- 
tended. If  I  am  correct  in  this  position,  there  is 
an  end  to  all  question  about  violation  of  orders; 
General  Jackson  is  justified;  and  the  question 
only  remains  between  tbe  Bxecutive  and  the 
country. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T^  with  a  view  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  oroers  to  General  Jackson,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  House  to  look  back  to  the 
state  of  things,  and  $he  orders  that  had  been  issued 
from  the  War  Department,  before  General  Jack- 
son took  command.  The  Sute  of  Georgia  had 
siuffsred  by  serious  depredations  on  the  property 
of  her  frontier  settlements,  and  in  the  massacre 
of  her  citizens;  she  had  called  for  the  aid  of  tbe 
Union;  General  Gaines  had  been  assigned  to  the 
command  of  that  district;  and  the  General  Gov- 
ernment had  demanded  reparation  from  the  In- 
dians for  past  aggressions.  In  a  letter  from  the 
War  Office  to  General  Gaines,  30th  October,  1817, 
speaking  on  this  subject,  it  says,  ''Should  the 
'  Indians,  however,  persevere  in  their  refusal  to 
*  make  such  reparation,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Presi- 
'  dent  that  you  should  not,  on  that  account,  pass 


'  the  line  and  make  an  attack  upon  them  within 
'  the  limits  of  Florida,  until  you  shall  have  re-^ 
'ceived  further  instructions  from  this  Depart' 
'  menL"  In  a  letter  to  General  Gaines,  2d  De^ 
cember,  1817,  it  is  said,  ^  The  state  of  our  nego- 
'  tiations  with  Spain  and  the  temper  manifested 
'  by  the  i)rincipal  Buropean  Powers,  make  it  im- 
'  politic,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  to  move 
'  a  force  at  this  time  into  the  Spanish  possessions, 
'  for  the  mere  purpose  of  chastising  the  Semi- 
*  noles  for  the  depredations  which  have  hereto* 
'  fore  been  committed  by  them.**  On  the  dth  of 
December,  1817,  tbe  War  Department  wrote  to 


committing  hostilities  within  the  limits  of  the 

*  United  States,  you  will,  in  that  event,  exercise 
'  a  sound  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  crossing 
'  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  them  ana 

*  breaking  up  their  towns."  On  the  loth  Decem- 
ber, 1817.  another  letter  says,  '*  Should  the  Semi- 
'  nole  Indians  still  refuse  to  make  reparation  for 
'  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  tbe  citizena 
<  of  the  United  States^  it  is  the  wish  of  tbe  Presi- 
'  dent  that  you  consider  yourself  at  lil>erty  to 

*  march  across  the  Florida  line,  and  to  attack 
'  them  within  its  limits,  should  it  be  found  ne- 
'  cessary:  unless  they  snould  shelter  themselves 
'  under  a  Spanish  fort.  In  the  last  event,  you 
'  will  notify  this  Department."  In  this  sitoatiou 
of  tbe  orders,  Mr.  T.  said.  General  Gain^  was 
directed  to  go  to  Amelia  Island,  and  perform  cer- 
tain duties  at  that  place.  Shortly  after  his  de- 
parture^ such  further  intelligence  was  received  of 
increasing  hostilities  on  the  pact  of  the  Indians, 
that  tbe  War  Department,  on  the  2fith  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  wrote  to  General  Gaines  at  Amelia 
Island,  informing  him  that  the  Seminole  war  had 
"assumed  so  serious  an  aspect"  ''that  they  could 
not  be  brought  to  their  reason  without  the  actual 
use  of  force;"  that  General  Jackson  had  been 
ordered  to  take  command — thev  regretted  the 
absence  of  General  Gaines,  and  "that  the  service 
should  be  deprived  of  his  well  known  skill  and 
vigilance,"  and  directed  him.  **  if  his  force  was 
sufficient^  to  penetrate  through  FloridiL  and  co- 
operate m  the  attack  on  the  Seminoles."  On 
the  same  26th  December.  1817,  orders  were  issued 
to  General  Jackson  to  take  command.  This  was 
the  first  order  issued  to  him :  and  it  recited  "  the 
increasing  display  of  hostile  intentions  by  the 
Seminole  Indians;"  it  informed  him  that  the 
regular  force  under  his  command  was  eight  hun- 
dred; that  there  was  supposed  to  be  twenty-seven 
hundred  Indians;  and  empowered  him  to  call  on 
the  Executives  of  the  adjacent  States  to  detach 
such  additional  military  iorce  as  he  might  deem 
reanisite  to  beat  the  enemy.  This  order  also 
intormed  him  that  General  Gaines  was  directed 


With  this  m'etr,  you  may  be  prepared  to  con- 
;  centrate  your  force,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary 
'  measures  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  it  has 


719 


mSTORT  OF  GONaRBSS- 


720 


H.  OP  R. 


SeminoU  War. 


Ja-nuast,  1819. 


'  eyer  been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from  con- 
'  siderations  of  hamanitf,  to  aTotd,  but  which  is 
'now  made  necessary  by  their  settled  hostili- 
'  ties." 

Sin  said  Mr.  T.,  on  thus  re7iewini(  the  orders 
<which  have  been  issued  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  House  cannot  fail  to  observe  the  cau- 
tious policy  and  progressive  steps  which  have 
influenced  and  marked  the  conduct  of  the  Cabi- 
net. Critically  situated  in  regard  to  our  foreign 
relations,  the  President  was  justly  anxious  to 
defend  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  and  yet  so  cau- 
tiously to  measure  out  the  means  of  that  defence, 
as  not  to  involve  our  country  in  an  European 
war.  Hence  the  restrictive  and  hesitating  char- 
acter of  the  orders  issued  to  General  Gaines; 
gradually  relaxing  and  acquiring  proj^ressive 
energy  in  proportion  to  the  aspect  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities. At  first  forbidding  General  GJaines  to 
cross  the  Florida  line — then  permitting  him  to 
cross,  if  necessary,  to  resist  new  aggressions — and 
finally  leaving  it  to  the  exercise  of  his  sound  dis- 
cretion, and  only  requiring  him  to  notify  the  de- 
girtment  in  case  the  enemy  took  shelter  under  a 
panish  fort. 

Under  afiairs  thus  situated,  the  Government 
received  information  which  forbade  all  farther 
hesitation — which  denied  all  further  caution. 
The  war  had  now  assumed  too  deep  a  dye  to  be 
longer  tampered  with ;  it  must  now  be  met,  re- 
gardless of  consequences.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  is 
a  fact,  recited  In  one  of  the  letters,  but  not  gene- 
rally observed  or  known  to  this  House,  that  the 
murder  of  Lieutenant  Scott,  and  his  detachment 
of  about  thirty  persons,  which  had  been  perpe- 
trated on  the  Chatahoochie  river,  in  October,  did 
not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  President  until 
the  morning  of  the  26th  of  December.  Sir.  it 
was  on  that  day  that  General  Jackson  was  order- 
ed to  take  command.  It  was  this  new  informa- 
tion— it  was  the  serious  asoect  which  the  war 
had  now  assumed,  which  called  GeneraJ  Jackson 
into  the  field--which  indoced  the  Cabinet  to 
change  its  cautious  policy,  into  measures  of  offen- 
sive war.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  this  circumstance 
also  gives  explanation  and  meaning  to  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Jackson's  orders.  In  all  the 
orders  previously  issued  to  General  Gkines,  some 
limitation  had  been  contained  ;  but  when  Gene- 
ral Jackson  was  ordered  to  command,  no  restric- 
tion was  suggested.  The  Cabinet  had  determin- 
ed upon  carrying  the  war  into  the  Seminole 
country,  and  hence  the  orders  to  General  Jackson 
speak  of  a  force  **  to  justify  his  engaging  in  of- 
fensive operations."  »« With  this  view."  With 
what  view  1  said  Mr.  T.  "  With  this  view  of 
offensive  operations,  you  are  to  adopt  the  neces- 
sarv  measures  to  terminate  the  conflict."  Sir, 
said  Mr.  T.,  can  language  be  more  explicit? 
Can  discretionary  power  and  general  authority 
to  an  officer  to  conduct  a  war  be  more  clearly 
delegated  ?  But,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  gentlemen  yet 
doubt  the  fair  meaning  and  the  true  extent  cf 
General  Jackson's  orders,  let  me  ask  them  to  look 
at  the  letter  from  the  War  Department  to  Gov- 
ernor Bibb;  not,  said  Mr.  T.,  as  giving  additional 


powers  to  General  Jackson,  but,  where  doiibt  k 
entertained,  as  giving  from  the  War  Department 
a  construction  of  its  own  orders.  And  what  does 
this  letter  to  Governor  Bibb  say?  ^€kneral 
Jackson  is  vested  with  full  powers  to  eondoct  the 
war  in  the  manner  which  ne  may  jadce  best." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  honorable  genUemen  are 
not  yet  satisfied,  I  will  ask  their  attention  to  the 
message  of  the  President,  made  to  this  Hoose  oa 
the  ^th  of  March  last.  •<  The  enclosed  doea- 
'  ments  show  that  the  hostilities  of  this  tribe  were 
^  unprovoked — the  offspring  of  a  spirit  loogeher- 
^  ished,  and  often  manifested  towards  Che  United 

*  States ;  and  that  in  the  present  instance  it  was 
^  extending  itself  to  the  other  tribes,  and  daily  as- 
'  suming  a  more  serious  aspect.  As  soon  as  the 
^  nature  and  object  of  this  combination  were  pet- 

*  ceived,  the  Major  General  commanding  the 
^  Southern  division  was  ordered  to  the  theatre  of 
'  action,  charged  with  the  management  of  the 

*  war,  and  vested  with  the  powers  neeenary  to 
<  give  it  effect."    Will  eentlemen  ask  for  more  ? 

But,  sir,  there  is  still  another  and  a  different 
aspect  in  which  the  orders  to  General  JaeloBoa 
ought  to  be  viewed.  He  was  not  only  by  those 
orders  charged  with  the  management  of  the  wnr, 
and  vested  with  the  powers,  necessary  to  give  it 
effect,  but,  sir,  it  will  be  found,  on  reference  to  the 
documents,  that  he  was  also  commissioned  to  in- 
flict speedy  and  merited  chastisement  on  the  de- 
luded Seminoles."  In  the  order  from  the  War 
Department  of  16th  January,  1818,  he  was  told: 
"  The  honor  of  the  United  -States  requires  that 
'  the  war  with  the  Seminoles  should  be  termioa- 
'  ted  speedilj,  and  with  exemplary  punishment 
'  for  hostilities  so  unprovoked."  In  a  letter  from 
the  War  Department,  of  February  2, 1818,  he  u 
told,  "  the  confidence  reposed  in  your  skill  and 

*  promptitude  assures  us  that  peace  will  be  restor« 

*  ed  on  such  conditions  as  will  make  it  honorable 
'  and  permanent." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  in  addition  to  the  discretiona- 
ry power  and  general  authority  vested  in  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  for  the  management  of  the  war,  he 
was  also  required,  in  the  progress  of  that  war,  to 
inflict  merited  chastisement  upon  the  deluded  In- 
dians, with  such  exemplary  punishment  for  their 
unprovoked  hostilities  as  would  be  calculated  to 
deter  them  from  future  wars,  and  render  the 
peace  "  permanent."    This  is  the  frank  and  fair 
construction  to  be  given  to  the  orders  of  General 
Jackson.    Whatever  has  been  done  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war.  comes  not  only  within  the  spirit^ 
but  within  the  letter  of  his  instructions.    Will 
gentlemen  yet  talk  of  violated  orders,  and  pronose 
a  vote  of  censure  for  cruelties  inflicted  by  himl 
No,  sir,  General  Jackson  stands  justified  by  his 
instructions,  which  he  has  promptly  and  &iihful- 
ly  obeyed.    If  there  is  any  censure  to  arise  from 
the  transaction,  it  must  rest  upon  the  fountain 
from  which  his  instructioas  emanated.    But,  said 
Mr.  T.,  there  is  no  cause  for  censure.     The  crisis 
called  for  decisive  measures.    It  was  a  high  aad 
important  trust.    The  President  wisely  confided 
its  execution  to  the  discretion,  the  wisdom,  and 
the  valor  of  the  commanding  Genera^  who,  thank 
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(Sod,  had  failed  to  meet  the  jast  expectations  of 
his  eouDtrr  in  do  single  instance. 

f  When  Mr.  T.  bad  proceeded  thus  far  In  his 
speech,  the  Cominittee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
DBZTSR,  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned.] 


Saturday,  January  23. 

The  Sprakbr  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him,  signed  bf  Blias  B.  Caldwell, 
Walter  Jones,  and  Francis  S.  Key,  a  committee 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  accom- 
panied with  an  account  of  the  measures  pursued 
by  the  society  for  accomplishing  the  great  object 
of  its  insiitotion,  and  of  the  result  of  their  in- 
quiries and  researches;  as  also,  of  documents 
showing  the  oolawfol  participation  of  the  citizens 
of  the  united  States  in  the  African  slare  trade; 
which  letter,  and  Its  accompanying  documents, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Mbrcbr,  Mills,  and  Campbell,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbndrickb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
iDio  the  expediency  of  establishing  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  Hottse. 

The  amendment  was  concbrred  in  by  the 
House. 

'     MONUMENT  TO  DE  KALB. 

Mr.  Rbbd  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : 

Whereas  a  rssolation  was  passed  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  i4th  day  of  October,  in 
the  Ibllowing  words,  to  wit : 

**Reaohed,  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the 
memoiy  of  the  late  M ijor  Qeneral  the  Baron  da  Kalb* 
in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
with  the  following  inscription : 

**  Sacred  to  the  memoiy  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb, 
Knigbt  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Military  Merit,  Brigadier 
of  the  aimics  of  France,  and  Major  General  in  the 
wrrioe  of  the  United  States  of  America;  having 
■erred  with  honor  and  reputation  for  three  years,  he 
^▼e  a  last  and  gknioue  proof  of  his  attadiment  to 
the  libertiea  of  mankind,  and  the  cause  of  America,  in 
die  action  near  Camden,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1780,  when,  lading  on 
Jie  troops  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines,  against 
npeslor  nnmbeiv,  and  animating  by  his  example  to 
Keede  of  valor,  ho  was  pierced  with  many  wounds, 
md,  on  the  19th  following,  expired,  in  the  40th  year 
»r  lii«  age.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  gratitude  to  his  seal,  serrices,  and  merit, 
uive  erected  this  monument" 

JZesoived,  thenforet  That  the  aibregoing  resolution 
e  TcMened  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
tpoTt  a  bill  iioio  to  cany  the  same  into  efibct. 

Mr.  Mbrcbr  adTocated  the  adoption'  of  this 
esolution  at  some  length,  and  with  much  ardor; 
irg^ing  in  its  support  the  valuable  services  of  the 
laron  de  Kalb,  his  gallant  character,  and  illus- 


trious death  in  defence  of  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  dbc. 

Mr.  AndbrsoN;  of  Kentucky,  in  reply,  said  he 
would  never' give  his  vote  for' a  monument,  or 
any  other  memorial  to  anv  subordinate,  or  anj 
foreign  officer,  no  matter  now  meritorious  their 
services,  so  long  as  the  remains  of  Wabhxn oton 
lay  neglected.  He  referred  to  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate,  proposioff  an  equestrian  statue 
to  Wabhirqton  ;  and  said,  when  that  had  been 
adopted,  it  would  be  then,  and  not  till  then,  fair, 
and  proper  to  propose  similar  honors  for  other 
Revolutionarv  worthies.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rbbd  said  it  was  true  that  a  proposition 
was  now  before  the  Senate  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resolution  of  the  Old  Congress  which  voted 
an  equestrian  statue  for  Qeneral  Washington, 
but  whether  that  should  pass  or  not  ought  not  to 
interfere  with  the  present  motion,  and  the  fate  of 
that  proposition  would  not  prevent  him,  Mr.  R. 
said,  from  calling  on  this  House  to  carry  Into 
effect  a  law  passra  nearly  forty  years  ago,  and  to 
which  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation  were 
pledged.  If  Congress  erected  no  monument  to 
WA8HINQT0N,  It  would  be  no  fault  of  his;  he 
would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  obtaining 
it.  There  was,  Mr.  R.  said,  a  law  of  the  Old 
Congress  directing  a  monument  to  Montgomery 
in  the  city  of  New  Tork ;  it  had  been  neglected 
by  the  nation:  but  the  State  of  New  York,  to  iu 
lasting  credit,  has  performed  that  duty  itsel(  and. 
in  the  course  of  last  year,  removed  the  bones  or 
the  immortal  Montgomery  from  the  spot  where 
he  fell,  to  the  land  which  he  had  so  gloriously  de- 
fendecf.  Propositions  had  been  frequently  brought 
forward  in  this  House,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  erect  a 
memorial  of  some  kind  to  Wabhinoton,  but,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  they  were  never  carried. 
It  had  been  said,  the  page  of  history  perpetuated 
the  glory  of  Wabhinoton:  but  was  not  a  monu- 
ment also  a  histor]|r,  in  which  every  one  mieht 
read  not  only  the  virtues  of  the  man,  but,  abo, 
the  gratitude  of  his  country?    Certainly  it  was. 

The  question  to  lay  Mr.  Rbed'b  motion  on  the 
table  was  carried — yeas  76,  nays  42. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  proceeded  again  to  the  con- 
sideration, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  {Mr. 
Tbrry  in  the  Chair,)  of  the  report  of  the  Military 
Committee^  and  the  amendments  offered  thereto 
by  Mr.  Gobb. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  resumed  the  floor.  He  re* 
capitulated  the  pointa  which  he  had  endeavored 
to  establish  in  his  remarks  of  yesterday.  He 
urged  some  additional  reasons  in  support  of  his 
construction  of  the  orders  and  the  powers  to  Gten* 
eral  Jackson. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  before  we  progress  with  Qen- 
eral Jackson  in  his  conduct  of  the  war,  it  is  pro- 
per for  this  House  to  notice  some  collateral  cir- 
cumsuinces  which  greatly  tend  to  elucidate  the 
motives  connected  with  this  transaction.  Sir,  it 
waa  the  State  of  Georgia  which  called  upon  the 
Unio»  for  defence.   This  State  has  often  suffered 
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the  eradtiea  of  lo^n  warfate^  I«  1793  aad  4^ 
under  the  Administntion  of  Wasbinytoo,  ahloody 
Indian  war  was  wa^ed  upon  Georgia.  She  then 
called  upon  the  Umon  for  defence,*  and  General 
Washington  assigned  for  her  protection  what  he 
considered  a  competent  military  force.  The 
State  of  Georgia  was  dissatisfied,  and  complained 
of  the  inadeqoaof  of  the  defence.  That  State 
ordered  out.  upon  her  own  responsibiliiy,  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  of  about  one  thousand  five 
hundred  men.  The  expenses  incurred  for  this 
force  were  nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  ihovir 
sand  dollars,  and  which  sum,  the  State  of  Georgia 
has  contended,  ought  in  justice  to  be  assumed 
and  refunded  by  the  General  Gorernment.  Sir, 
they  have  often  petitioned  for  the  payment  of 
this  claim.  Seventeen  different  times,  and  in 
different  shapes,  applications  for  these  expenses 
have  been  before  tius  House.  Sir.  it  was  oaJ^  at 
the  last  session  of  this  Con^^ress,  tnat  the  subject 
of  the  Georffia  militia  claims  was  discussed  on 
this  floor,  ft  was  then  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia.  (Mr.  Cobb,)  qioke  so  ar- 
dently in  their  behau,  and  in  the  oourse  of  his 
remarks  he  took  occasion  to  give  this  House  a 
minute  and  feeling  description  of  an  Indian  mas- 
sacre, and  the  dangers  and  sufferings  of  a  frontier 
settlement.  I  wish,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  was  blessed 
with  the  eloquent  powers  of  that  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Cobb.)  I  would  rehearse  to  this  House  the  ap- 
peal he  then  made.  It  would  enable  gentlemen 
the  better  to  appreciate  the  public  services  of 
General  Jackson,  in  bringing  to  a  speedy  termi- 
nation the  recent  war,  and  under  such  "  chastise- 
ment" and  merited  *' punishment'' for  unprovoked 
hostilities,  as  had  rendered  the  peace  "  permanent," 
and,  he  hoped,  had  freed  our  sister  State  from 
future  dangers.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  was  my  for- 
tune, on  that  occasion,  to  oppose  the  Gkorgia 
claims.  I  opposed  them  on  the  ground  that  I 
never  would  permit  a  State  to  act  not  only  inde- 
pendentlv  of«  but  in  opposition  to,  the  determina- 
tion of  tne  General  Government.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
T.,  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  has 
told  us  that  <'  beloved  hiscountry— that  he  loved 
the  Constitution.'^  Mr.  T.  said  he  reciprocated 
this  sentiment,  with  some  addition.  I  too  love 
my  country— I  too  love  the  Constitution ;  and,  in 
addition,  said  Bftr.  T.,  I  love  the  Unioa.  And 
whenever,  md  as  cften  as  the  case  may  occur, 
that  a  Stale  shall  attempt  to  act  separate  nd  in- 
dependent  of  the  General  Goveraawnt,  whether 
such  case  shall  occur  either  at  the  South  or  at 
the  Bast,  he,  for  one,  would  never  consent  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  their  separate  transactions.  If 
sich  a  principle  be  onoe  adopted,  said  Mr.  T., 
fafewell  to  the  Constitution  which  gentlemen  so 
much  love  I  farewell  to  thai  Union  which  alone 
secures  the  only  rational  hope  of  future  happiness 
to  our  country  !  But,  said  Mr.  T.«  while  it  was 
so  important  never  to  permit  a  Staite  to  act  sepa- 
rate and  independent  from  the  General  Gtorern- 
ment,  or  in  any  manner  to  disregard  the  determi- 
nation of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Union, 
it  followed,  as  a  consequence  equally  important 
and  necessary,  that  the  Union  should  promptly 


and  effectnallyperform  its  duties  \»  the  BittH. 
The  State  of  Georgia  had  before  suffered  uadv 
Indian  boetilitieis  and  she  had  eompinined  of  is- 
justiee  from  the  Union,  by  an  inaqficiettC  defeact. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  was  only  last  Winter  thtt 
I  heard  it  said  upon  this  floor,  that  gentlemes 
who  resided  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  cont^ 
ous  to  the  lar«e  cities,  did  not  pvcqpaiy  appreciate 
the  horrors  of  Indian  hostilities^  nor  sncienily 
sympathixe  in  the  sitferinfs  of  a  frostier  war. 
When  the  Georgia  claims  were  rejected,  it  wk 
more  than  intimated  that,  undtr  such  circum- 
stances of  supposed  injustice^  the  Union  was  an 
injury  rather  than  a  blessing.    The  Rapieseatn- 
tives  of  Georgia  said  that  the  Seminole  war  was 
then  raging  on  their  frontier,  and  the  Union  \iad 
not  provided  them  any  adequate  defroee.    Sir, 
said  Mr.  T.,  Gkneral  Gaines  who  then  command- 
ed on  that  frontier,  was,  in  private  conversation 
on  this  floor^  and  he  believed  he  might  say  even 
in  public  opinion,  severely  censured  m  his  indiH 
lent  and  inefficient  management  of  the  war.    It 
was  then  asked  of  me,  sam  Mr.  T.,  how  Genetai 
Gaines,  who  had  acquitted  himself  so  well  in  the 
Northern  campaign  during  the  late  war,  aad  bad 
shown  himself  such  a  perfect  Hotspur  in  battle, 
could  so  supinely  waste  his  time  on  the  Southera 
frontier?    Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  so  much  did  the 
character  of  General  Gain^  snAt  in  public 
opinion,  one  year  from  this  time,  from  has  inactioo 
on  the  Florida  line,  tbat  it  was  often  asked  if  his 
wounds  and  his  years  had  not  impaired  his  mil- 
itary talents  ?    Georgia  did  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
press her  dissatisfaction.    The  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Cobb)  was  heard  upon  this  floor,  and 
her  complaints,  through  the  medium  of  the  public 
prints,  were  sent  forth  to  the  country.    Sir,  the 
orders  from  the  War  Departaaeoi  to  Gencnl 
Gaiaes,  have  subsequently  been  pohliahed.    Mi. 
T.  said  he  rejoiced  they  were :  ic  w«a  bnt  anaet 
of  justice  te  General  Gaines  that  these  orders 
should  be  known  to  the  publfte  \  and  be  hoped  the 
public  WQuld  oast  back  theiv  recolleccioa,  and  do 
justice  to  his  character.    Sir,  those  orders  now 
shvw  that  the  inaction  of  the  campaign  was  not 
she  fhull  ^  Cieoeral  Gaines ;  he  was  limited  and 
restricted.    It  w«s  the  cautious  policy  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  not  the  supineness  of  the  Geaerni^ 
which  made  the  war  so  long  linger  onthe  Fiosida 
line.  Bat  when  the  murder  of  ScouVdecachmeai, 
and  of  Mt.  Garret's  fismily,  with  vartons  oihnr 
aggressions,  were  made  known,  acconipaBied  wiih 
the  recollection  of  the  past  cirenmstanenri  of  oom- 
plaint  on  the  part  of  (Seorgia^  aad  wilk  the  Vmow^ 
edge  of  her  dissatisfaction  of  the  inefiKttial  de- 
fence afibrded  to  lier  by  the  Union^ttie  Prealdsit 
could  no  longer  heskata.    Hen  then,  said  llEr. 
T.,  you  see  the  combined  caeses  that  celled  Gee- 
eral  Jackson  into  the  field.    Here  yen  ohserre 
the  motives  that  induced  the  Ptesident  te  delate 
to  htm  discretionary  power  and  ample  authority 
to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  terminate  the 
conflict  with  such  chastisement — with  such  mer- 
ited punishment — as  would  secure  a  speedy  aad 
permanent  peace.    Here  too,  sir,  you  discoTer  the 
causes  which,  in  addition  to  General  Jackson's 
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p#oiiiptfttid«  iof  eharaewr,  itdoetd  biar  to 

ft'  firlik  nd  ^efgetie  pcyformatocQ  of  hw  cfHben* 

B«ty  sft'y  we  «re  aoir  told  tbere  b«o  bees  too  moeh 

pniiinitiiwie^  and  too  m«ich  eiier|^  used  hf  Qem* 

ekml  AekeOnf  in  his  nwaogemeot  of  this  wsr.  We 

altecTe*'  toldtbat  be  has  usorped  tiie  power  of 

tliia  Hease,  and  Tioiated  tbe  Comtltatiea,  in 

nmkiMr  ottuiBive  war  oa  the  Seminolee ;  «ad  that, 

under  his  instructions  to  chastise  and  pauisb^  he 

baa  dPiniif  teed  emelties  whicb  hare  stained  the 

honor  (tf  oiir  ooontr^.    Sin  from  what  source  do 

w^  fteav  thes^  aecusatiotts  ?    It  is  ft om  the  Rep' 

icseiitAtives  of  Georgia*    It  wlis  only  last  Winter 

the  bobomUe  mover  of  the  resolutions  for  censure, 

«ibed  and  obtahKd  tkom  this  House  a  kw,  pro<« 

Yidiny  for  extm  pay  aAd  rations  to  the  Oeorf  ia 

nulitiSLwhieblMiofaieeD' detached  io  theSemiaole 

war.    Little  did  I  then  eipeet  to  hear  from  that 

MMJeoiaii  that  this  war  w«s  ollbasive  on  oar  part. 

Litfie  eooM  the  PrestdenC  bave  aniieipated  when 

be  gave  orders  to  «oss  tbe  Florida  line,  and  pei>- 

eoate  the  ^Meroeis.  iiir  the  necessary  defence  of 

Georgii,  that  the  Kepresentatites  of  Georgjia 

woirid  be  the  :first  to  compiain.    Little  eoirid  Qtn^ 

amk  Jaekaon  bare  aBtietpated^  wlien  be  eneooo" 

teieA  the  iacignes  and  the  perils  of  the  cavipaign, 

wben  be  put  bis  eha!iraeter  and  Ufa  on  ito  erent, 

that  the  A^teentatires  of  Qeorgia  wookl  be  the 

5m  to  east  denaore  upon  him  for  too  mocb  eaeigy 

io  their  defenee;  rather  did  he  expect  that  they, 

in  conraooa  with  their  oooatry,  would  look  witb 

a  beni|[oanteYe  upon  the  performaace  of  bis  high 

ami  eritieai  wities ;  and  toat;  instead  of  a  jealoua 

semtiof  of  hb  coadact,  wbero  good  inteatioiis 

ware  ortdent,  they  wonid  rather  applaud  than 

ceosure,  and  that  where  they  could  not  juBliif, 

they  would  at  least  forgive.    But,  said  Mr.  T.,  if 

the  right  of  this  House  to  pconoaace  on  peaoe 

wad  war,  has  beea  iavaded ;  if  the  Geaaittntion 

baa  beea  violated,  it  ought  to  be  proclaimed  to 

the  coamry.    He  rejoiced  there  were  gentlemen 

who  poaaoBsed  sirfloient  spirit  and  firmness  to 

asnoaneo  it  9  and  ttet  it  Was  announced  by  tbo 

boootaMe  gentleman  from  Georzia,  (Mr.  Cosa,) 

he  did  not  mention  as  matter  of  aecusatieni  but 

ao  eafose  for  commendation.    He  pointed  It  oat  as 

a  rare  untanee  of  iN>litical  iategrity-^of  an  eaeem 

in  poiitieai  virtae,  which  wmd  not  sofi^  our 

power  to  be  invaded-^ which  could  not  even  wink 

at  a  viofartioo  of  the  Constitotlon.  although  the 

caoae  of  the  hivaaon,  and  the  suMoet  of  the  vio* 

lation,  should  be  the  defence  of  the  eoastiments 

of  that  hoBorablegeatleman,  bis  home,  bis  ibmily. 

Sir,  laM  Mr.  T.,  General  Jackson  reoeived  bis 

oidars,  reqotring  him  to  take  command,  at  Naah^' 

ville,  .on  the  18tb  of  January,  1^18.    This  great 

militmry  Captain  immediately  commeneed  bis 

operetioos;  and  suoh,  Aid  Mr.  T.,  has  been  the 

mpidhy  of  his  measoree,  and  the  velocity  of  his 

movenenii,  that  the  tongue  of  the  narrator  can 

seareeiy  keep  pace  with  his  march.    He  imme- 

dlatelj  Miaoaiioed  an  appetd  to  the  patriotism  of 

the  Tennessee  volunteers,  to  accompAny  him  in 

hie  expedition ;  and  he  made  a  requisitioa  for  a 

detaetraieflrt  of  Qeorgia  militia.    The  first  came 

forth  Bt  his  call,  and  the  second  were,  in  procem 


of  time,  detached  and  prepared  to  jiyivbim>  Tbit 
forccj  united  with  bis  regular  troops  and  some 
fViendly  Indiana,  were  concentrated  at  Port  Seott 
Without  the  means  or  the  possiMMty  of  transpor* 
latioo.  General  Jackson,  on  the  d6th  of  March, 
$Ad  with  only  e»bt  aays'  ptovislon,  bavias 
brwreiy  detetvainea  "  to  subsist  on  the  enemy,^ 
took  tm  hi»  Kne  of  march  from  Fort  Scott.  He 
catered  the  mexDlored  wilderness ;  he  crossed 
the  Florida  lfaie<;  he  eouffbt  andflrandthe  Indian 
enemy  in  their  fasmess  $  he  vaaqoisbed  them, and 
destroved  their  towns;  In  his  pursait  of  the  im* 
bodietl  fugitives,  ho  found  St.  Marks  was  the 
scarce  of  tbefr  supplies,  and  that  its  possession 
waa  threatened  by  ins  enemy.  Ho  occupied  tlmt 
place,  and  from  thence  directed  bis  march  to 
Pensacola,  from  whenee  ho  drove  out  the  Indimis 
who  bad  fled  there  for  shelter,  and  for  new  sup- 

gies.  He  also  occupied  that  place,  with  the 
rtress  of  Baraneas  ;  and  on  the  80tb  of  May 
terminated  a  war  which  bad,  for  more  than 
eigbteea  months,  ravaged  your  frontier,  and  wae 
foet  spreading  to  other  Inaian  tribes.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  T.,  it  is  the  incidents  of  this  campaign^  so 
rapid  in  its  pregre8s**-so  brilliant  in  its  ezecutton, 
aim,  in  his  opimon^  so  replete  with  important  and 
beneficial  resnks,  that  gtvea  rise  to  the  present 
discussion.  In  its  progress^  air,  a  neutval  territory 
has  beea  ^entered ;  the  posts  of  St.  Marks  and 
Pensacola  bnve  been  takea ;  two  ladian  chiefo^ 
and  two  British  subjects,  Arbuthaotand  Ambrie* 
ter,  have  been  executed  ;  aad,  said  Mr.  T..  I  r^ 
joiee  M  these  evenUb  I  honor  rather  than  blame 
the  Geieral  who  had  the  firmness  to  determine 
and  give  eHeet  to  such  measures.  In  avowing 
this  opintoB,  said  be,  I  am  confident  I  do  but 
speak  the  opinion  of  oar  nation. 

We  have  been  called  vpon,  said  Mr.  T.,  to 
produce  the  laws  of  natioas,  which  will  justify 
these  ptoeeedinga.  I  maintmn,  said  be,  tmt  tbe 
principles  upon  which  the  laws  of  nations  b^ 
tween  the  A-eo  Governments  of  Sorope  are 
founded)  when  riglicif  understood,  do  embiaee 
and  Jnetify  alt  tbo  proeeodings.  But,  said  Mr. 
T.,  i  shall  not  uodertilke  the  lahor  of  the  argu- 
meat  ia  this  point  of  view.  It  la  sufltcient  for 
my  parpose  to  say,  that  that  system  ai  aationnl 
laws,  estahlisbed  by  common  consent  of  man* 
Undj  as  a  rale  of  aotloa  betweoa  feee,  sepainte^ 
and  independent  Governments,  has  no  apphcttf 
tion  to  the  present  eaae.  The  niatory  of  Europe 
aibrds  no  paralM  to  the  present  circumstances, 
and  cenld  not  be  eipeeted  to  have  provided  a 
rate  for  the  present  case.  There  is  not  an  in- 
stnnee  in  Borope,  where  one  nntion,  acting  upon 
its  own  usages,  and  claiming  to  have,  as  a  na* 
Moo,  the  power  of  making  peace  aad  irar,  resided 
within  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  anv  other 
sovereign  and  independoot  nation.  Sir,  the  Flo- 
ridas  were  not  a  neutral  territory— it  was  the 
territory  of  your  eaemy.  There  he  resided'— 
from  there  be  issued  from  his  fastnesses,  crossed 
the  boundary  line,  and  depredated  your  property, 
and  murdered  yonr  citizens ;  and  wben  yon  por« 
sned  him,  it  was  there  be  fled  for  safety.  Sir,  I 
repeat,  Florida  was  not  a  neutral  territory,    k 
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was  the  eonntrf  of  your  enemy,  used  and  oceu- 
pied  by  him;  and,  as  sueh,  yon  had  a  right,  and 
It  became  your  duty  to  enter  it,  in  the  pursait, 
and  for  the  subjugation  of  that  enemy.  But  if 
gentlemen  wiU  insist  on  calling  this  a  neutral 
territory,  I  ask,  what  are  its  consequences?  In 
eyerv  page  of  those  national  laws,  upon  which  so 
much  reliance  has  been  placed,  the  Gtovemment 
of  a  neutral  country  is  made  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  persons  within  its  limits.  If  such 
Gh>Ternment  authorizes  any  acts  of  hostile  ag- 
gression, it  becomes  just  cause  of  war.  If  unau- 
thorized and  disavowed  hostile  incursions  are 
made  from  its  territories,  it  is  no  cause  of  war, 
but  is  considered  as  sudden  irruptions  bursting 
forth  upon  an  adjoining  nation,  who,  from  the 
circumstances  and  necessity  of  the  case,  is  Tested 
with  full  right  and  ample  authority  to  use  the 
requisite  means  and  force  to  prevent  such  irrup- 
tions, and  provide  for  their  own  safety  and  de- 
fence. As  a  neutral  territory,  therefore,  we  had 
a  right  to  enter  it  in  self-defence,  and  for  our  own 
safety.  (Gentlemen  may  not  agree  on  what 
ground  it  was  entered.  It  Is  sufficient  for  my 
purposes  to  say,  that  on  either  or  both  these 
grounds  we  did  enter  this  territory,  and  my  heart 
approves  of  the  result.  Sir,  mark  tne  coincidence 
of  discordant  circumstances.  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister,  two  English  emissaries,  in  a  neutral 
Spanish  territory,  instigating  a  savage  war  upon 
a  peaceful  American  State  I  When  our  Gov- 
ernment complain,  the  British  Minister  answers 
they  have  not  jurisdiction  out  of  their  own  coun- 
try, and  cannot  prevent  the  evil.  The  Spanish 
Qovemor  says  he  has  not  the  power  to  control 
Indians  and  English  subjects^  and  worthy  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  tell  us  it  is  a  neutral  country, 
and,  therefore,  we  cannot  help  ourselves.  Were 
ever  doctrines  advanced  so  preposterous  1  Had 
General  Jackson  listened  to  such  reasoning— had 
he  returned  with  such  arguments  as  the  only  re- 
sult of  his  campaign — what  would  have  been  the 
language  of  our  bleeding  frontier  ?  And,  because 
he  did  not,  a  vote  of  censure  is  solemnly  proposed. 
But,  sir,  St.  Marks,  a  Spanish  post,  hu  been 
taken.  Advert  to  the  documents  on  this  point, 
and  it  will  clearly  appear  that  this  place  was  in 
use,  and,  in  fact  a  mere  depot  for  Inoian  supplies, 
and  was,  in  addition,  so  weak  and  ineffectually 

garrisoned,  that  there  was  just  cause  to  appre- 
end  the  Indian  enemy  would  take  possession  of 
it.    A  belligerent  is  clearly  entitlea  ^to  seize, 

*  and,  temporarily,  to  occupjr  and  even  garrison 
^  a  post  of  a  neutral  country,  in  order  to  prevent 

*  the  designs  of  his  enemy  in  seizing  the  place, 

*  whenever  the  sovereign  of  the  country  is  not 

*  able  to  defend  it."  This  principle  alone,  said 
Mr.  T.,  would  justify  the  occupation  of  St. 
Marks.  But  the  case  is  much  strenethened  when 
we  consider  it  as  a  post  of  a  neutral  country,  be- 
tween whose  sovereign  and  ourselves  is  a  treaty, 
in  which  Spain  bad  solemnly  pledged  herself  to 
keep  in  subjection  the  Indians  within  its  limits, 
and  to  prevent  any  hostilities  from  them,  upon 
our  frontier.  Every  obligation  of  national  law. 
•s  well  as  the  faith  of  treaty  stipulation,  bonna  | 


her  to  the  performance  of  this  doty.  If  hertia- 
becility  prevented  the  observabce  of  her  obligk* 
lions,  or  the  unauthorized  eondocl  of  its  Gom- 
nor  allowed  hostilities  to  be  carried  on  BpM 
us  from  the  territory,  every  principle  of  self- 
defence  would  justify  the  occupation  of  thtspoM, 
and  even  the  whole  country, as  farms  it  coatribn- 
ted  to  the  supplies  of  our  enemy  and  his  wulikc 
occupation. 

Connected  with  the  occapatioa  of  Sl  ACarki, 
was  the  capture  of  the  two  Indian  chieA.  Ose 
of  our  gunboats  came  into  the  AppaJaehicola 
river,  and,  while  there,  kept  up  the  ortti$li  flag. 
This  circumstance  is  said  to  have  decoyed  them 
on  board  the  boat.  Sir,  this  deceptioa  is  now 
matter  of  great  offence.  We  are  told  bythehoa- 
orable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  that  your  stars  and 
your  stripes  should  have  floated  there.  Sir,  I 
freely  admit  that  the  waving  of  the  British  flig 
may  have  operated  to  deceive  the  Indka  ebieu. 
The  British  tb^  was  familiar  to  their  ohMrva- 
tion,  although  in  the  neutral  territory  of  friendly 
Spain.  It  was  this  British  flaff  whica  had  waved 
at  the  Negro  Fort,  and  at  the  foot  of  whose  staff 
one  of  your  American  seanaen  was  tarred  aad 
burnt  alive.  Its  friendly  aspect  and  well  knowi 
co-operation  in  this  neutral  country,  may  han 
readily  tended  to  deceive  these  Indian  chie£i  on 
board  an  American  gunboat.  Mr.  T.  said  thej 
were  the  chiefe  of  our  enemy— thej  fled  to  that 
flaff  for  shelter  and  supplies,  and,  for  his  put,  he 
had  no  disposition  to  find  fault  with  their  niis- 
take.  It  mi^ht,  at  least,  teach  their  tribe  tbatt 
British  flag  in  a  Spanish  territory  might  not  al- 
ways be  a  sure  cover  for  hoatilities  npoa  the 
American  people. 

But,  sir.  these  two  Indian  ehle£i  were  taken  oa 
shore  ano  executed.  The  honorable  Speaker 
f  Mr.  Clat)  tells  us  that  it  fills'  him  with  tbe 
deepest  regret.  I,  too,  said  Mr.  T.,  am  not  with- 
out regret.  But,  sir,  my  regret  is  at  the  caosei 
which  rendered  their  execution  necessary  aad 
proper,  and  not  that  General  Jacksoa  hadfirm- 
oess  to  perform  his  duty,  and  make  an  ezxmpke 
useful  to  us  and  salutary  to  the  Indian  nation. 
Sir,  in  the  person  and  character  of  HomathJemie- 
CO  was  found  the  Indian  chief  who  pteuded  at 
the  inhuman  murder  of  Lieutenant  Seotf  and  his 
party.  A  deed  more  brutal  and  savMV  cannot 
be  found  in  the  annals  of  Indian  wamac  Sir, 
he  was  not  executed  as  an  enemy  oaiy,  but  as  a 
base  murderer,  marked  with  every  eroelty  and 
stained  with  the  blood  of  your  coantrymen. 

Hillishajo,  the  other  chief,  was  also  hang.  The 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  said  he  reg;arde^ 
the  occurrence  with  grief,  and  with  great  indig- 
nation he  exclaimed,  "  Hang  an  Indiwil  hang  at 
Indian !"  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  Qenecal  Jacksos 
did  not  hang  an  Indian.  Hicher  destines  awaited 
this  chief.  He  had  ceased  to  be  an  ladiao ;  be 
had  recently  been  home  to  old  England ;  he  iiad 
approached  "  the  throne  of  his  royal  highoen  >" 
and  while  there  was  commissioned  BrifoduT 
GeneraL  Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  BrUM  Brigadier 
Qeneral;  he  wore  a  red  coat;  and  by  way  of 
special  favor  and  pre-eminence  over  all  otiien  of 
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the  aatne  rank,  he  wit  famished  with  three  ep* 
aolettes.  Therefore,  General  Jackson  did  not 
bang  an  Indian.  He  hung  a  British  Brigadier 
Qeneral.  I  honor  him  for  it,  said  Mr.  T.;  and 
who  is  offended  ?  It  was  in  the  territory  ef  Spain ; 
bat  as  she  was  a  neutral  Power,  she  has  no  cause 
for  complaint.  Anii  does  Bngland  complain? 
Disgrace  upon  her,  if  she  does  not.  She  is  bound 
bj^  erery  tie  of  honor  to  come  forward  and  own 
her  favorite  General,  Hillishajo.  IJiope  she  will, 
said  Mr.  T.  And  whenever  England  does  com- 
plain, if  my  Toice  can  control,  her  complaint  shall 
be  handed  over  for  adjustment  to  our  naval  he- 
roes; those  gallant  sons  who  have  borne  your 
cannon  upon  the  deep ;  who  have  held  their  steady 
march  upon  the  mountain  wave,  and  triumph- 
antly displayed  to  an  admiring  world  the  banners 
of  your  country ;  they  would  gladly  adjust  the 
aecoant 

Bat,  sir,  in  the  person  of  this  same  Hillishajo, 
when  his  name  is  translated,  we  find  Francis  the 
Prophet,  a  man  commissioned  by  Great  Britain; 
tricsed  off  in  all  the  trappings  of  military  dress; 
Irirnished,  as  a  present  from  the  Prince  negent. 
with  a  tomahawk^  scalping  knife,  and  a  rifle,  ana 
aeot  back  to  his  tribe,  to  inculcate,  of  course,  that 
religion  and  that  superstition  which  we  have 
been  so  loudly  called  upon  to  **  spare,'' 'because  it 
was  their  religion  ana  their  superstition.  Sir, 
fbrs  IS  one  of  the  order  of  those  pious  prophets 
wh€9se  surrender  our  country  demanded  in  the 
Treaty  of  Port  Jackson.  A  prophet,  the  crucifix 
of  whose  religion  is  the  tomahawk  and  the  scalp- 
ing knife ;  the  libations  to  whose  worship  is  the 
blood  of  the  white  man.  Ask  the  mothers  of 
your  country  it  they  consent  to  be  surrendered 
ivith  their  children  as  the  willing  sacrifices  to^ 
the  ceremonies  of  such  a  superstition  ?  And,  yet, 
oar  country  is  blamed,  because,  in  a  treaty  of 
peace,  she  demanded  the  surrender  of  such  pro- 
phets. Not  those  who  would  consent,  in  peace, 
to  enjoy  their  delusions,  but  those  only  who  per- 
aisted  in  hostilities  and  war  upon  our  people. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T..  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  have 
also  been  executea.  Who  were  these  men  7  Two 
British  subjects  in  a  Spanish  neutral  territory ; 
two  ioeendlaries  instigating  an  Indian  war  upon 
onr  frontier.  The  one  found  in  battle  and  taken 
with  arms  in  his  hands;  the  other  united  and 
eommittgling  with  your  enemies,  acting  as  their 
ageat,  even  by  express  commission,  as  a  power  of 
attorney  executed  before  the  neutral  commandant 
of  St.  Marks^  importing  for  their  use  gunpowder 
and  lead ;  and  when  the  resources  of  the  neutral 
posts  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  were  exhausted, 
-writing  letters  and  making  application  for  mili- 
tary aid  in  this  Indian  war  to  Governor  Cameron, 
and  even  to  the  Prince  Regent,  who  Francis  the 
Prophet  said  'Uold  him,  when  in  Bngland,  that 
^whenever  he  wanted  ammunition  that  your  ex- 
eeliency  would  supply  him  with  as  much  as  he 
^wanted."  Sir,  I  forbear  to  enter  into  the  exami- 
laatioa  of  the  documents  on  your  table.  It  is 
anfficient  that  I  state,  and  I  state  without  the  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister, 
by  their  acts,  had  identified  themselves  with  your 


Indian  enemy;  had  become  allies  and  parties 
against  jou  in  this  cruel  Indian  war.  Sir,  what 
are  the  just  consequences  of  the  relation  which 
these  men  had  voluntarily  assumed?  I  advance 
it,  said  Mr.  T..  as  a  proposition  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  whatever  right  war  gives  against  my 
principal  enemy,  the  like  it  gives  me  against  all 
nls  associates.  Connected  with  this  principle, 
I  also  maintain  that,  whatever  measures  your 
enemy  adopts  against  you,  whatever  cruelties  he 
exercises  towards  you,  he  gives  you  the  right  to 
adopt  those  measures  and  to  exercise  those  cru- 
elties upon  him  in  return.  Sir,  if  gentlemen 
cannot  find  this  rule  in  their  books,  it  is  sufficient 
for  my  purpose  that  its  principles  are  engraven  on 
the  heart  of  man ;  that  its  practice  is  adopted  by 
every  nation  on  the  habitable  globe.  It  is  the| 
only  means  by  which  one  belligerent  nation  caiy 
compel  another  to  regard  the  rules  and  usages  or 
civilized  warfare.  It  has  been  adopted  by  our 
country,  and  its  practice  is  recorded  in  every  page 
of  its  military  nistory.  In  all  your  wars  with 
Great  Britain,  you  have  riffidly  maintained  this 
doctrine;  witness  the  retaliatory  measures  re- 
sorted to  in  the  late  war.  But,  when  the  dark 
and  benighted  savages  of  the  wilderness  have 
warred  upon  yon,  while  vour  right  was  complete 
to  exercise  upon  them  all  the  cruelties  they  in* 
flicted  upon  you,  being  an  humane,  an  enliffht- 
ened,  and  a  religious  people,  ^rou  wisely  withheld 
the  exercise  of  that  right  which  the  practices  of 
the  war  had  given  to  you.  Sir,  you  also  with- 
held the  exercise  of  this  right  upon  another  prin- 
ciple, because  the  character,  the  prejudices,  the 
delusion,  and,  if  gentlemen  please,  the  wild  su- 
perstition of  your  ferocious  foe,  rendered  all  ex- 
ample upon  him  as  inefiectual  as  all  precept  was 
unavailing.  The  conclusion  for  which  I  contend 
is,  that  your  right  to  resort  to  retaliatory  cruelties 
upon  your  savage  enemy  was  complete.  Its  ex- 
ercise was  alone  to  be  regulated  by  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, and  by  circumstances,*  with  regard  only 
to  your  own  character,  influenced  by  just  princi- 
ples of  humanitv.  I  also  insist,  not  ''that  the 
white  man  found  fighting  by  the  side  of  an  In- 
dian shall  be  put  to  death,^  but  that  the  white 
man  who  unites  with  Indians,  and  becomes  a 
party  in  their  wars,  justly  becomes  liable  to  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  those  wars ;  is  identified  with 
the  Indians,  and  subject  to  all  the  rights  you  have 
against  them  as  your  principal  enemy.  Such  is 
the  well  known  relation  of  all  allies  in  war ;  such 
was  the  situation  of  De  Kalt^  Lafayette,  and 
all  those  worthy  foreigners  who  took  part  with 
us  in  our  Revolutionary  struggle.  With  such 
principles  in  view,  and  with  the  murderer  of 
Lieutenant  Scott's  party  inyoor  possession^  with 
the  General  and  Prophet  Francis  your  prisoner 
of  war;  with  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  those 
civilized  savages,  instigators  and  procurers  of  this 
wai^,%ll  in  your  power,  who  can  doubt  that  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  our  country  would  doom  them  to  death  i 
Held  by  no  treaty,  bound  by  no  ties,  regardless  of 
all  faith,  and  influenced  b/  no  mercy,  who  would 
advise  tnat  such  men  should  be  turned  loose  to 
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remingle  with  the  mi^uided  aavtgts,  exhibitiM 
themseWes  at  once  as  the  |)ledge  of  your  weak- 
ness and  TOur  feaca ;  and^  with  Uieir  trappion,  as 
the  aanple  of  British  maoificence  ?  Toor  docu* 
ments  remind  yoa  that  your  Indian  enemies  read 
no  books  or  papers — ^hate  no  sources  of  iofkNrma- 
tion,  but  from  such  chiefs  aad  such  sAents,  bv 
whom  they  have  been  told  of  y^ur  weakness  till 
they  really  believed  you  dared  not  to  brare  the 
power  of  their  warriors,  countenanced  by  British 
and  Spanish  officers.  I  regret,  said  Mr.  T^  the 
necessitv  of  a  retaliatory  example.  But,  ur,  Gen- 
eral JacKson  wisely  considered  the  eircumstanees 
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called  aloud  for  ejuimple.  Indians,  Spi^omd^ 
ind  Britons,  all  needed  a  lesson.  And  aeirer  dia 
man  select  four  more  fit  subjects  to  hang  on  high 
as  an  example  to  sarage  credulity, and  as  a  warn- 
ing to  all  adreniiirers  to  bewave  of  combining 
aj^ainst  us  in  Indian  wars.  I  hope,  said  Mr.  T.. 
tms  House  will  justify  the  measure:.  U  will 
give  effect  to  the  example,  and  proclaim  to  the 
world  the  policy  of  oar  country  in  all  future  In- 
dian  wars. 

Sir,  it  is  now  denied  that  the  power  of  letalia- 
lioa  belongs  to  the  eommandinff  Qeneral.  The 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Culy)  has  declared  it 
to  be  an  attribute  of  aorereigntv,  and  that  it  be- 
longs to  this  House,  as  one  or  its  war^aukiag 
powers;  and  he  denies  this  right  to  the  com- 
mander of  any  portion  of  our  army.  In  support 
of  his  argnment,  that  the  right  of  retaliation  was 
a  Legislative  power,  he  had  read  at  length,  the 
act  of  Congress  in  1799,  giving  to  the  President 
the  power  of  retaliation  upon  French  citixepsTor 
enormities  practised  upon  our  citixens  by  the 
French  Republic.  Sir.  it  was  with  some  surprise, 
I  heard  this  act  brought  into  the  ar8[ument ;  re- 
collect its  cause  and  iu  history,and  this  act  proves 
the  opposite  conclusion.  In  1778  our  country 
made  a  treaty  with  France,  in  which  we  agreed 
that  she  should  ever  be  considered  the  most  fa- 
vored nation,  ^d  whatever  privileges  we  gave  to 
anv  other  nation  should  be  eztenoed  to  her.  la 
1794^  we  made  a  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain,  in 
which  it  was  mutually  agreed,  that  the  eitixens 
of  either  country,  found  in  time  of  war  on  board 
an  enemy's  vessel,  our  countries  being  at  peace, 
might  be  treated  as  pirates.  In  1796^  when  the 
French  Republic,  in  its  mad  career,  endeavored 
to  involve  us  in  their  wars,  they  insisted  that  we 
should  at  that  time,  resist,  by  war,  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  or  that  they  would,  under 
construction  of  the  treaty,  execute  a«  pirates  auy 
of  otu  impressed  seamen  which  they  found  on 
board  a  British  vessel.  A  spirit  to  resist  such 
pretensions,  gave  rise  to  the  act  of  1799,  cited  and 
relied  upon  by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Ci.4Y.)  There 
was  then  no  war  between  our  two  connuies;  the 
case  came  not  within  the  power  of  any  military 
commander ;  and  the  act  of  1799,  only  proves  the 
just  retaliatory  policy  which  has  ever  gowAted 
our  countrv. 

But,  sir,  let  ^e  ask  gentlemen  to  cast  back  their 
recollection  to  the  events  of  our  Revolutionary 
war;  what  was  the  conduct  and  practice  of  our 
enemy  ?    Did  not  the  commanding  General  on 


this  atalion  ever  claim  and  exercise  dttciaathat 
war  the  power ,of  retaliation?  Did  gentlmaa 
ever  hear  that  as  often  as  a  case  occmfd  he  seat 
home  for  new  powers?    If  this  im  Iiyislatin 

rtwer,  u  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Cult)  hasomtendai, 
wish  they  would  shaw  acts  of  Paitiameat  for 
the  letaliafion  measures  duriu  that  war.  Wk 
has  not.  said  Mr.  T.  heard  of  Uue  cineldes  par 
petrated  in  our  Revolution  by  Ddauev'a  corps; 
all,  all  under  pretence  of  :reCaliatioa  for  acUM 
Qur  part?  Did  not  the  loyalists  in  Wear  Totk 
aoikfiae  American  officers  with  the  common  sol- 
diery, and  tkreaten  to  compel  them  lo  work  aad 
dig  a  prison  under  ground  as  a  retaliaticiBibr  con- 
finmg  some  British  pcisoneix  in  the  Simbufy 
mines?  I  wish,  said  Mr.  T..  caotiemaa  would 
show  acu  of  legislative  authoritf  liar  aU  thii 
class  of  tranaactioas. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  course  and  the  condoci 
on  the  pa^t  of  our  own  countrj,  whea  Ci^ilain 
Huddy  was  hung  by  the  .mnrfmms  {^fiP^iwotl 
Was  not  .the  unfortunate  AsgiU  fet^aoar  order 
jof  Qeneral  Washington,  and  i^muti  to  ^^EiAa^f 
by  his  death  the  cruelues  of  lus  uatioal  Ccft- 
gress  upon  that  occasion  did  iioc  IwjM^ta  \  bat 
they  did  "Betolvet  That  thecomman2i^ii:-chie£ 
*•  or  Che  commander  of  a  ae^arai^  ormft  ia,  in  fit- 
'  tue  of  the  power  vested  in  them,  raipectiveiy. 

*  fully  authorixed  and  empowered,  wbenerer  the 

*  enemy  shall  commit  any  act  of  Ofoelif  or  vio- 
'  lence  contrary  to  the  laws  or  naiu^  of  war,  to 
'  demand  adequate  satisfaction  for  tEa^aoM ;  aad 
'  in  case  such  satisiaction  shall  aot  ha  fivca  ia  a 
^  reasonable  or  limited  time,  or  shall  be  refused  or 
'  evaded  under  any  pretence  whatevor,  to  caosK 

*  suitable  retaliation  forthwith  to  be  made,  aa^ 
'  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  will 
'  support  them  in  such  measures.'' 

When  Colonel  Hayne  was  executed  at  Charlfls- 
ton,  did  not  Qeneral  Qreeae  order  retaiiatioa  1 
Liook  at  Lee's  Memoirs  of  the  Soothcra  Cam- 
paign,  and  there  read  of  retaliation  ezeieiaed  upea 
prisoners,  to  atone  for  the  death  of  hia  tnwipetec. 
Sir,  it  is  my  fortune  to  reside  in  Hew  Tork,  near 
the  lines  which  divided  the  Amertcan  and  British 
armies.  If  geptlemeu  will  go  with  ,me  into  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  Bepreaaa^erery 
man,  woman,  and  child  of  that  day  wiU  reoooAt 
to  them  some  deed  committed  uppa  ib^^n^a^e 
of  retaliation.  Sir,  our  fathers  at  this  my  point 
to  the  trees  upon  which  your  citjaasi  have  bean 
executed,  in  order  to  imfMUt  to  ^eir  childvan 
the  feelings  which  in  those  dayaaaiatalad  Ukm 
breasts. 

Before  I  leave  this  subject,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  most 
beg  the  indulgence  of  this  Commiuee  to  permit 
me  to  cite  one  more  oasci  from  Qordon's  uisiacy 
of  the  American  Revolution,  eviacia^  both  re- 
taliation and  the  power  to  which  military  cen^ 
Dianders  are  sometimes  required  to  resort  for  the 

{^reservation  of  their  countrv.  Sir,  I  aiao  leg 
eave  to  asic  the  attention  or  my  worthy  ^ead 
from  Maryland  (General  Raao)  to  the  ataieaaont 
which  I  ahall  make.  The  historian  sUtas,  that 
an  American  officer  in  aa  advanced  sutiou  near 
Stony  Point,  detected  a  soldier  in  the  act  of  deaer- 
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don ;  that  be  took  him,  ^ut  off  his  h«ftd  wichoot 
eeremooy,  and  lent  it  to  the  e«mp  of  Qen,  Wash- 
iagton,  b]r  whom  he  was  sevarelf  eeoaared  for  his 
croeltf ,  and  lor  which  he  afterwards  atoned  bf  his 
brarery  in  storming  that  place.    Sir,  with  this  as- 
pect, the  storvprores  mach;  bat  I  reside  near 
that  pUee,  and  from  the  traditioB  of  the  eonatry 
I  am  enabled  to  say  the  historian  is  not  eorrtct. 
I  tarn,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  pleasure  to  my  bonora* 
ble  friend  from  Marvland,  (Qeoeial  Rmo,)  and 
I  rejoice  that  I  am  able  to  say,  thou  art  the  man! 
Yea^  iir,  it  is  yon  of  whom  the  historian  speaks ! 
Tliou  art  the  man  I  mho,  wiihom  eeremoof ,  car 
off  the  head  of  an  American  soldier,  and  sent  it 
to  the  camp  of  year  Oeneral.    If  I  am  wroiw. 
aid  Mr.  T.,  1  hope  the  honoimble  ffentleman  vul 
correct  me.    Sir,  it  was  at  a  dark  and  erenifiil 
period  of  tbe  history  of  year  eooairy ;  oar  enemy 
Iiad  possession  of  New  York  and  the  Hudson ;  an 
army  was  on  the  march  from  the  North,  and  ahe 
plan  of  ita  caiapaign  was  to  form  a  janetion  and 
se? er  this  Union,  which  now  so  happUy  binds  «s 
togethtf.    Tiie  Father  of  yoar  Goiaacry,  with  his 
little  band,  was  before  Stony  Poiikt,  bat  ytenr  re- 
soorces  cenld  not  supply  him  with  the  means  for 
iu  reduction.    Oar  enemy  iiad  anoouaeed  the 
iatentioQ  to  consider  ns  as  rebels,  and  idfoae  an 
exchange  of  prisoners.     Tbe  groans  from  the 
Jersejr  prison  ship  echoed  throa|h  vear  land,  and 
a  rcffiment  then  recently  sarpnaed  at  Paoli,  on 
the  Delaware,  was  refused  quarter.    The  terror 
sad  the  impolse  was  greai;  the  little  aianf  beifore 
Stony  Point  was  fast  dissoiriogby  desertion,  and 
the  iaie  of  yoar  country  was  suspended  on  a 
thread.    The  great  eoal  of  WAaBmoTON  fear- 
lessly met  the  occasion;  he  resolFcd  on  example, 
and  issued  ordeie  that  e? ery  deserter  should  suffer 
instant  death.    You,  air,  ((General  Rbbd,)  bad 
this  order  in  your  pocket.    The  night  of  your 
advaaced  command.  ^Jkree  men,  taken  in  the.act 
of  desertion,  were  Drought  to  you.    Then  that 
heart  which  danger  could  not  appal,  for  once 
trembled;  you  faltered  between  mercy  and  your 
duty ;  y(}o  compromised  with  your  generous  feel- 
tags;  you  aaared  two  and  executed  one/  and,  air, 
your  imaaediate  aaperior  officer  told  you  it  waa 
naisiaken  meroy.    Thia,  and  thia  only,  was  the 
eeDoure  to  which  the  historian  alludes,  as  being 
proDouaeed  'upon  yoor  eondnct.    Sir.  eren  this 
eeosttre  you  shortly  wiped  away.  Yoiir  Oeneral 
foresaw  that  ihe  crisis  of  the  coaatrir  leniitred 
the  redaction  of  Stoay  Point;  ita  neck  of  land 
wma  strongly  oceapted,  and  he  bad  not  tbe  means 
to  approach  it.    It  waa  deteroiined  to  carry  it  by 
storm.    A  braTO  band  of  AoEiericao  yooth  under^ 
took  the  csploit;  and  you,  tbe  brareat  of  the  braye, 
BD arched  at  their  head.    It  waa  at  low  tide,  and 
at  the  midnight  hour.  Youentered  into  the  riTer; 
ander  the  auapioes  of  darkness  and  silence  you 
wrent  rouad  the  sentinels,  and  ffained  the  point; 
jrou  sealed  the  ramiMirt,  aad  there  the  bayonet 
was  made  to  perform  its  duty.  Retaliation !  Nay, 
Revenge  i  that  night  drank  her  fill ;  and  to  stim- 
alate  yoiur  followers  to  give  to  it  its  keenest  edge, 
'*  Remember  Paoli"  waa  the  watchword  of  the 
uishu    Sir,  you  waa  a  member  of  the  committee 


who  made  the  report  now  under  conaJdenatiea; 
and  do  you  ]ret  think  that  General  Jaekeonahoald 
be  loaded  with  hia  country's  cenaure  ?  Sir,  when 
General  WABBiifOTOif  issued  that  order  whioh 
you  executed,  and  without  trial,  without  cere- 
mony, put  to  death,  not  one  of  jrour  eneeaies.  but 
an  American  eitixea  soldier,  did  you  then  taink 
that  he  and  you  had  served  your  country  7  Did 
your  country  saactioa  his.aet,  applaad  yoaras* 
plait,  aad  Uaaon  both  in  a  manner  beat  oaUalaied 
to  affect  her  enemy  1  Waa  the  public  mindtpoi- 
eoned  against  vour  General?  Waa  Gongreaa 
called  upon  at  that  day  f<HPa  vote  of  oenaure  7  Or 
did  any  man  with  prophetic  apifit  caution  agaiaat 
military  deapotiam^  and  forewarn  againat  the 
coming  Gosara  7  No,  all  waa  then  joy  and  np- 
plause;  and  biistered  be  the  tongue  that  weald 

Eonottoee  a  censure  on  the  acta  of  that  daqf. 
ute  be  that  voice  which  will  not  join  in  load 
applaoae  to  your  valor,  and  to  the  gloff  of  iiaitf 
chief. 

Sir,  it  aeemed  necessary  to  aaeet  geatleoMaiiii 
the  diseusaioa  of  tbe  aul^ect  of  reiaiiatioB ;  bat  I 
contend  the  preaeat  ia  not  aaubject of  thatkindooly'. 
This  retaliation  ia  where  tbe  innocent  peraon  le 
made  to  aoffer  for  the  gaiUy ;  aooh  waa  tbe  eaae 
of  the  unfortaoataAagul,  whowaa  about  to  aoffer 
for  the  ccueltiea  perpetrated  by  Lippenaot.  The 
caae  now  before  ns  has  no  auch  featufea"<-|be  in- 
nocent are  not  made  to  aoffer  for  the  ^il(jf. 
Arbutboot  and  AmbriaCbr  had  become  partiea  ta 
an  Indian  war ;  they  were  captured  in  ita  pro- 
gress; and  suffered  for  their  own  condue^*^for 
atrocious  deeds  produced  and  perpetrated  by  their 

Krocurement  The  villain  and  the  victim  were 
ere  combined.  The  ^  chaatisemeat*'  and  *^  mer- 
ited panishment''  which  General  Jackaon  was 
ordered  to  *^  inflict  for  hoetilitiea  ao  unprovoked," 
justly  fell  u{>oa  those  Christian  savages. 

Sir,  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  by  a 
court,  and  tbe  rejection  of  its  sentence  as  to  A!m- 
brister  by  General  Jackson,  is  the  subject  of  much 
objection,  and  probably  the  great  cause  of  the 
public  discontent.  It  is  due  to  mvself,  said  Mr. 
T.,  to  confess,  that  the  manner  of  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  with  tbe 
newspaper  comments,  before  the  publication  of 
the  whole  documents,  was  not  without  its  effect 
on  my  mind.  My  first  impression  on  this^polnt 
was  that  of  disapprobation.  But,  Mr.  T.  said, 
since  be  had  examined  tbe  aobject  he  had  no  re- 
maining doubts  connected  wiin  the  proceedings 
of  that  court  martial.  A  proper  discrimination, 
said  Mr.  T.,  between  tbe  different  courts  or  tril>- 
iinals  usually  incident  to  military  proceedinsa, 
will  tend  to  correct  erroneous  impressions  on  this 
subject.  A  court  martial,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  a  court 
specialljr  created  bjr  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
and  limited  in  ita  jarisdiction  to  officer  and  aol-' 
dier.  with  the  aingle  excepted  case  of  the  power 
conterred  by  atatute  over  the  caae  of  a  any.  It  ia 
a  municipal  regulation,  confined  to  the  aiscipline 
of  your  army,  and  limited  to  the  police  of  your 
camp.  These  are  its  limits,  and  the  boundary  of 
its  jurisdiction.  Thus  far  it  is  a  valid  court,  and 
ita  deciaiona  are  obligatory;  and  although  the 
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eommanding  General  may  disapprore,  he  mast 
then  order  a  second  eoart.  Bot,  without  its  sen- 
tence, he  cannot  punish  either  officer  or  soldier 
under  his  command.  And  this,  said  Mr.  T.^  is 
the  onlv  military  tribunal  harin^  jurisdiction 
that  is  known  to  our  law.  It  has  no  power  or 
jurisdiction  over  a  citizen,  an  enemV)  or  prisoner. 
A  citizen  is  only  accountable  to  tne  ciTil  tribu- 
nal; an  enemy  or  prisoner  is  not  liable  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  court,  but  subject  to  the  power 
commissioned  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which  his 
country  is  engagfed.  The  commanding  General 
has  the  right^  and  is  nmde  responsible  for  all  pro- 
ceedings against  the  enemy.  In  the  progress  of 
military  CTents,  when  the  right  to  direct  is  com- 
plete in  the  General,  but  attended  with  circum- 
stances of  doubt  or  difficulty,  he  oAen  directs  his 
dficers  to  inquire  and  express  their  opinions,  in 
order  to  be  adrised  by  them  in  the  exercise  of  his 
rights.  When  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  is  con- 
cerning any  circumstances  connected  with  the 
movement  of  the  armv,  it  is  usually  denominated 
a  "  board  of  officers  f  but  when  it  regards  your 
enemy,  or  any  prisoner,  it  is  called  a  ^a  specid 
court,  or  court  of  inquiry.''  These  latter  courts 
have  no  jurisdiction— «an  pronounce  no  sentence 
— «nd  confer  no  right  or  power  upon  the  com- 
manding General.  They  are  merefv  adrisory  to 
the  General,  in  the  exercise  of  the  rights  and  pow- 
en  preriously  vested  in  him.  A  court  martial  is 
bound  to  legal  testimony,  and  strict  rules  of  eri- 
dence,  while  those  other  special  courts,  or  boards 
of  officers,  haring  no  jurisdiction,  and  being  only 
advisory,  profess  only  to  obtain  information,  with- 
out regard  to  legal  proof. 

8ir,  said  Mr.TT.,  when  the  unfortunate  Major 
Andre  was  taken.  General  Wasbinoton  directed 
a  special  court  to  answer  to  him  two  questions: 
1st.  In  what  light  shall  the  prisoner  be  viewed  ? 
2d.  What  is  its  consequence  ?  The  court  returned 
for  answer  that  he  should  be  viewed  as  a  spy ; 
and  the  consequence,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  was 
death.  General  Washington  then  issued  an 
order  for  his  execution. 

In  the  case  of  Colonel  Hayne,  of  Charleston, 
Lord  Rawdon  directed  a  like  court  to  answer 
to  him,  **  whether  the  prisoner,  Colonel  Hayne, 
should  be  considered  as  an  English  subject  or 
an  American  citizen?''  The  court  were  not 
sworn-^the  witnesses  produced  were  not  sworn 
— hearsay  evidence  was  admitted--and  the  court 
returned  for  answer  that  the  prisoner  should  be 
viewed  as  a  British  subject.  jLord  Rawdon  or- 
dered his  execution.  The  objection  at  that  day, 
on  the  p«rt  of  this  country,  was  not  as  to  the  form 
of  his  trial  and  execution,  but  the  unjust  princi- 
ples assumed  in  considering  him  a  British  subject, 
after  he  had  removed  from  their  limits,  and  had 
raised  a  regiment  and  joined  our  cause. 

These  cases,  said  Mr.  T.,  sufficiently  show  the 
distinction  in  regard  to  the  different  military 
courts,  while  the^  demonstrate  the  principle,  that 
when  a  country  in  war  has  resolved  on  a  cam- 
paign^ either  offensive  or  defensive,  the  com- 
manding General  is  charged  with  its  detail,  and 
bound  to  adopt  such  measures  as  tend  to  give  ef- 


fect to  the  cainpaign,  and  induce  to  a  termtnaiiiMi 
of  the  war.  The  right  is  complete  In  the  G«k- 
ral  to  make  such  orders,  and  to  carry  into  t§Kt 
such  measures,  as,  in  his  opinion,  vroold  aeooah 
plish  the  object  of  the  campaign.  For  the  doe 
exercise  of  this  right  he  is  justly  holden  respon- 
sible to  his  country.  The  right  and  the  duty  to 
act  being  in  him,  in  eases  of  diffieultj  or  import- 
ance he  directs  his  officers  to  inquire  and  report 
facts  and  opinions,  not  to  confer  upon  btm  addi- 


tional powers,  but  to  support  his  responsibiiities, 
and  to  advise  nim  in  the  exercise  of  his  diaeretion. 

Sir,  the  order  of  General  Jacksoa,  detai/iog-  the 
court  in  the  ease  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrtster, 
calls  it  '^  a  special  court,"  and,  in  addition  to  the 
names  of  the  members,  it  details  Xjientenant  Me- 
Glassel  as  «  recorder."  This,  said  Mr.  T.,  is.  in 
the  opinion  of  military  men,  a  distionHhing  fea- 
ture in  the  character  of  a  court.  MiBlary  writers 
often  give  no  other  distinction  between  these 
courts  than  as  having  either  a  "  reeorder^  or  a 
«( judge  advocate;"  which  latter  officer  is  said  to 
be  an  essential  ingredient  in  the  constitution  of 
a  court  martial,  and  without  whom  no  proceed- 
ings ean  be  had,  and  no  sentence  can  be  pro- 
nounced. Although  the  court  In  the  present  case, 
by  mistake,  assumed  the  forms  of  a  court  martiai, 
yet  it  coula  not  thereby  acquire  any  power  over 
persons  not  within  its  jurisdiction,  nor  impair  the 
original  right  in  General  Jackaon  to  act  witfaost 
ita  assisunee,  and  independently  of  ito  sentence. 
He  did,  in  the  case  of  Ambrister,  bo  act,  and 
it  only  remains  to  examine  into  the  circnm- 
stances  of  the  case,  and  the  motires  of  public 
policy  by  which  he  was  influenced,  in  order  to 
determine  whether  he  shall  stand  jnatified,  or 
whether  he  shall  be  censored  by  a  rote  of  this 
House,as  having,  by  unnecessary  cradties,  stains^ 
the  honor  of  our  country. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  would  ask  gentlemen  to  review 
the  character  and  the  progress  of  Indian  wais,- 
to  cast  back  their  recoUections  into  the  hisiorj 
of  our  country,  and  tell  him  if  Bn^Ushmen  and 
Indians  have  not  always  been   united  in  war 
gaainst  the  prosperity  and  the  safety  of  oar 
country.    When  Bnrgoyne  entered  yoor  cooatry 
on  the  north,  he  was  preceded  by  a  dmrk  mad 
murky  cloud  of  savage  barbarians,  Hke  soxioas 
vapora  hanging  round  and  moving  with  kia  campu 
The  lamented  fate  of  Miss  McCree^  telh  the 
course  and  the  conduct  of  this  union  between  oor 
savage  foes  and  the  *<  bulwark  of  oor  religion." 
[Mr.  T.  woeeeded  at  some  length  to  reeoant 
events  in  Indian  wara,  and  said  their  vale  was  to 
practise  every  cruelty,  give  no  quarter,  a«id  refuse 
all  exchange  of  prisoners.    Oor  rule  had  been  to 
burn  and  break  up  their  townsj    But,  said  he,  if 
gentlemen  who  feel  for  the  sufferings  and  ftie  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  have  any  sympathies 
to  spare,  let  them  offer  consolation — ^let  them  poor 
them  into  the  afflicted  bosom  of  the  onfortooaie 
Mr.  Garret— «  wife  murdered  and  scalped  !    A 
child,  murdered  and  scalped !    An  helplen  iaiant, 
murdered,  and  the  cradle  stained  with  innoeeat 
blood  I    And  then,  to  consummate  the  yet  nnfio- 
ished  scene,  his  house  was  set  on  life,  and  she 


787 


HI8T0ET  OF  GON0RSg& 


788 


JlHOART,  1619* 


aeminok  War. 


H.  or  R. 


flaoies  of  hb  home  were  made  to  aniioiiDce  to 
the  absent  husband  and  father  the  extent  of  hie 
calamities. 

With  the  history  of  such  wars,  of  saeh  seenes, 
and  such  evrats,  iMfore  yoo^  instigated  by  British 
subjects,  carried  on  and  supported  by  Sfianish 
and  British  resources,  who  can  donbt  the  wisdom 
and  the  necessity  of  iianging  on  high  some  signal 
examples  ?  Cast  your  eye  westward,  over  your 
newly  acquired  territory,  extending  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  inhabiled  by  savage  hordes;  bounded 
on  the  north,  by  British  territory,  and  on  the 
south  by  Spanish  possessions;  can  you  longer 
doubt  but  the  era  has  arrived,  when  you  most 
arow  and  maintain  the  policy  of  your  coontry. 
to  prohibit  the  intercourse  between  Indiana  ana 
foreign  incendiaries?  When  I  reflect  that  the 
example  before  us  was  upon  Britbh  subjects,  in 
a  Spanish  territory,  it  obtains  the  approlmtion  of 
my  judgment;  it  commands  the  joy  of  my  heart. 
With  such  Tiews,  for  the  future  ffood  of  this  coun- 
try, the  caliant  spirit  of  GeaeraT  Jackson  did  not 
paaee.  He  ordered  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister 
to  execution— justice  approved  the  deed— 'merev 
withheld  the  tear-— and  even  humanity  rejoicea. 
Yet,  these  men  fell  not  uniamented.  Theft,  ra- 
pine, and  murder,  bewailed  their  loss.  Supersti- 
tion and  cruelty ;  the  one  wrapped  in  the  Spanish 
eloal[j  and  inquisition's  cowl,  the  other  clad  in 
bleeding  scalps,  the  trophies  of  their  friends'  ex- 
ploits, walked  as  the  mourners  to  their  tomb. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  think  gentlemen  do  not  fairly 
understand  the  purport  of  General  Jackson's  cor- 
respondence, when  they  describe  him,  after  the 
occupation  of  St.  Mark^  and  before  the  execution 
>f  Arbntbnot  and  Ambrister,  as  representing  that 
ihe  war  had  terminated,  and  from  which, it  is  in- 
ferred, the  execution  of  these  men  was  an  unne- 
;es8ary  croeltv.  The  evident  meaning  of  his  let- 
;ers  is,  that  the  enemy  were  so  broken  and  dis- 
;)ersed,  the  command  of  a  Major  General  was  no 
onger  required.  Sir.  the  war  was  not  terminated, 
riiere  is  no  treaty  ot  peace  to  this  hour.  Your 
*neniy.  cut  oflTfiom  all  sources  of  sapplies  by  the 
energetic  proceedings  of  General  Jaolnon,  cannot 
loy  longer  make  war.  in  numt^ers,  or  except  by 
nam uding parties,  and  are  now  held  in  subjection 
>y  a  cordon  of  posts,  established  by  his  orders. 
ftte  neeoBsity  for  the  example  was,  therefore, 
ather  increased  than  diminished,  from  the  new 
ind  predatory  character  which  the  war  was  ex- 
>ected  to  assume. 

Sir  :  Pensacola  and  the  Fort  Barancas  baTe 
leen  ukeik  General  Jackson^  on  the  20th  of 
^pcil,redtteed  his  force,  by  dismissing  the  Georgia 
nilitia,  and  with  the  residue  he  crossed  the  Ap* 
la^lachicola  river,  ia^mrsnit  of  his  dispersed  and 
Lying  enemy.  Hie  soon  learned  that  his  enemy 
laid  free  access  to  Pensacola,  and  was  there  openly 
applied  and  armed  from  the  public  stores,  and 
bi3.c  thus  reinvigorated.  he  issued  forth  in  maraud- 
a^  pariiei^  upon  the  Alabama  frontier.  Eighteen 
f  lier  citizens  recently  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to 
ne  of  these  Indian  parties,  coming  directly  from 
^ensacoia,  and  again  returning  to  that  place. 
D^r.  T.  went  into  an  examination  of  the  doeu- 
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ments  in  relation  to  Pensacola,  tending  to  show 
its  support  of  the  Indians ;  the  free  use  they,  had 
of  the  place;  its  unfriendly  conduct  towards 
us,  and  its  departure  from  all  neutral  conduct.} 
When  General  Jackson  approached  the  plnee, 
said  Mr.  T.,  it  was  filled  with  Indians.  They 
were  sent  out  of  the  place  across  the  bay,  in  GK>t- 
ernment  boats,  and  at  its  final  surrender,  and  in 
its  capitulation,  one  of  the  hostile  Alabama  chiefs 
was  included.  Perhaps  it  ought  not  to  be  said 
that  this  place  was  in  danger  of  being  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  Indians.  But,  in  every  other 
respect,  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  first  entry 
across  the  Florida  line,  and  the  possession  of  St* 
Marks,  is  also  applicable  to  this  place.  But,  Mr. 
T.  saidj  there  was  yet  another  point  of  view  in 
which  It  ought  to  be  considered.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  this  was  the  coontry  of  your 
enemy,  and  from  which  he  issued  to  make  irrup* 
tions  upon  you ;  and  into  which  you  had  pursued 
him,  in  order  for  his  subjugation. 

In  the  progress  of  this  pursuit,  he  not  only  de- 
rives  shelter  from  a  place  calling  itself  neutral, 
but  is  there  permittea  to  refit,  and  again  to  sally 
forth  upon  you.  Consider  also  the  character  of 
this  enemyr — a  savage  foe,  covered  in  the  wilder- 
ness, deriving  all  his  supplies  from  this  neutral 
place,  and,  as  often  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
issuing  forth  in  marauding  incursions,  carrying 
devastation  and  ruin  into  your  settlements.  When 
a  belligerent  invests  a  place  of  his  enemy,  he  is 
allow^  to  interdict  all  intercourse  with  neutrals, 
for  the  lawful  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
object  of  his  investment.  Besiegers  do  not  heii- 
tate  to  treat  as  prisoners,  and  even  to  punish  with 
death,  all  persons  attempting  to  supplv  a  city 
besieged.  The  principle  upon  whicn  these  acts 
are  justifiable^  is  the  lawful  object  of  the  belliger- 
ent against  his  enemy,  and  the  effect  the  inter- 
course with  neutrals  would  have  in  defeating 
these  objects.  Apply  these  principles  to  an  army 
in  the  field :  a  belligerent  will  cut  off  its  resour- 
ces, and  prevent  its  supplies.  Who  will  say  a 
neutral  should  be  permitted  to  furnish  them,  and 
give  them  shelter  when  pressed  by  your  pursuit  1 
And  if  the  neutral  will  thus  expose  himself,  he 
justifies  you  to  resort  to  the  means  necessary  to 
deprive  your  enemy  of  this  resource,  and  to  jire- 
vent  the  failure  of  your  own  object.  But  ren- 
sacola  was  not  a  neutral  place ;  u  was  the  foun- 
tain of  supplies  to  your  enemy.  The  entire  use 
of  the  place  was  lent  to  him.  Tour  enemy 
occupied  it,  and  fled  from  it  on  your  approach. 
If  this  permission  was  extended  to  him^  either 
from  partiality  or  from  weakness  to  resist,  jrou 
were  equally  entitled  to  enter  into  it  temporarily, 
and  hold  it  from  your  enemy.  Its  possession  was 
essential  to  the  success  of  your  pursuit  and  the 
defeat  of  your  foe:  without  it,  be  would  forth- 
with here  refit,  and  again  assail  you.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Jackson,  "  the  immutable  laws 
of  self-defence"  justifies  you.  Its  subsequent  sur- 
render by  the  President  is  not  inconsistent  with 
its  just  occupation  by  Gteneral  Jackson.  The 
cause  which  required  its  occupation — to  eoa4>lete 
the  defeat  of  a  flying  enemy— was  removed,  and 
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Hie  place  wte  correctly  restored.  It  is  upon  thne 
principles  that  St.  Marks  has  been  retained,  and 
a  condition  required  that  the  Spanish  Oorern- 
oient  should  occupy  it  by  an  adequate  force,  to 
secure  safety  to  the  adjoining  country. 

Sir,  there  are  other  principles  inrolred  in  this 
case,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  discass;  but 
my  feeble  health  and  exhausted  strength  admon- 
ish me  to  dose.  In  this  close,  permit  me  to  nrge 
upon  yon  the  importance  of  the  decision  you  inay 
pronounce— a  decision  affecting  the  reputation 
of  a  faithful  General^imporCant  to  the  charac- 
ter of  our  country,  and  of  great  iaflueaee  on  our 
pending  negotiations. 

.  Sir,  in  casting  a  Tiew  over  the  cireumstanoes 
of  the  transaction  now  under  consideration,  you 
cannot  bat  consider  as  established  the  principal 
points  which  lead  to  the  necessary  conclusion. 
A  war,  savage  and  offeflsive,  has  been  waged  on 
your  frontier :  the  constituted  authorities  of  your 
nation  haye  adopted  and  contributed  to  the  de- 
fence in  that  war.  The  Baiecutire  of  the  €k>T- 
erament  assumed  the  oontroL  He  directed  the 
war  to  be  carried  across  the  Florida  line,  and 
commisaioned  one  of  your  Major  Qenerak  with 
foU  power  to  "  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to 
give  the  war  effect,  and  bring  it  to  a.speedy  ter- 
mination,'' under  such  circumstances  of  merited 
punishment  as  would  secure  a  permanent  peace. 
In  the  progress  of  this  war,  your  General  has 
occupied  the  posts  of  a  Power  professing  neutral- 
ity. He  had  oyercome  in  battle  your  enemy,  and 
had  destroyed  his  towns.  The  foe,  broken  and 
dispersed,  could  no  longer  be  found  in  open  fight, 
bu^  divided  into  marauding  parties,  he  made 
his  irruptions  upon  yon  from  the  wilderness,  less 
visible,  but  more  destructive.  It  was  found  and 
ascertained  that  the  resources  and  the  sB{)plies 
for  all  these  hostile  incursions  were  furnished 
from  Spanish  neutrality  and  English  friendship; 
that  they  were  stimulated  by  Spanish  influence, 
and  guided  by  British  skill.  How  then  eould 
your  General  execute  his  commission,  and  yet 
slop  short  of  the  occupation  of  those  naUral 
posts  and  ihtiifiietuUy  influence  which  would  so 
soon  refit  your  enemy,  and  invigorate  his  hostili* 
ties  ?  How  could  he  say  he  had  secured  a  per- 
manent peiice,  without  exhibiting  some  instances 
of  punishment,  to  remain  as  a  warning  to  incen- 
diaries for  its  future  infraction?  The  right  to 
complete  these  acts  was  strictly  vested  in  your 
General.  The  wisdom  and  the  policy  of  their 
execution  can  no  longer  be  doubted*  Miserable 
and  mis^ided  Indians  i  my  heart  sympathizes  in 
your  misfortunes.  Bat  Spain — ^my  indignation 
for  the  cold  treachery  of  her  character  is  lost  in 
my  contempt  for  the  duplicity  and  baseness  of 
her  conduct.  But  thou,  England,  whom  from  my 
mother's  breast  I  have  been  taught  to  hate,  I  never 
before  (Bould  fully  despise.  A  people  justly  famed 
for  their  philanthropy;  conspicuous  for  their  moral 
and  religious  institutions ;  their  Bible  and  mis- 
sionary societies  teaching  alike  to  the  savages  of 
Asia  and  America  the  arts  of  civil  society  and 
the  precepts  of  our  gospel !  A  Government  pro- 
fbssing  to  us  peace,  and  imbodying  these  profes- 


sions into  a  formal  traaiy,  in  wkieh  is  eoatsMid 
an  anathema  against  the  tiaifio  In  haoum  flak, 
and  a  clause  of  mutual  pledge  to  pMhibit  the 
slave  trade !  And  yet  this  Qovotnaaeat  usei  iti 
influence,  advances  its  resoureea,  and  eooiBi^ 
sions  tlw  savages  of  the  wildernett  to  war  opoi 
your  frontier  i 

la  the  progress  of  this  debate,  aoma  «»f  the  pab- 
lic  services  of  General  Jaekaoa  have  beea  re- 
counted. I  am  no  eulogist.  I  have  aaither  the 
will  nor  the  power  to  recount  the  ezpleiu  of  the 
nuLu  on  whoae  conduct  you  are  to  pronoanea 
Saaall  must  be  that  maa's  pretensioBa  to  immow' 
tality  ia  fame ;  metg^e  mast  be  that  man's  gio* 
riea,  whose  friends  ia  debate  eaa  eaam^te  kia 
acu  and  detail  the  aecoent  of  hie  sarvieea.  Tbe 
public  servteas  of  General  JaekMHi  are  reduced 
to  no  legered  aeeount;  they  are  aocof  this  class; 
they  are  of  an  order  which  break  apoo  tbetna- 
ginatioB,  and  dazzle  by  their  bnghtocaa  Sir,  the 
congregated  world  iiave  compared  these  a^ieve* 
meats,  which  form  the  fund  of  tkeir  aational  glo- 
ries* Afllong  those  of  modets  daya,  bynaivosal 
eoaaeat,  the  names  of  Aglneoiirt  and  Poktieis 
stand  pre-eminent  in  bright neaa.  Bat  it  is  the 
fortune  of  our  dav— nay,  it  b  the  feiMiwi  of  oar 
oountry-^to  behold  those  bright  names  aerve  bat 
as  the  back-ground  opea  which  are  cmbiasoasd 
the  yet  more  brilliant  naibes  of  Oitoataa  and  ef 
Jackson* 

Sir,  you  may  peas  the  proponed  Maohiiien: 
with  the  pestiferous  breath  of  eensnre  yen  amy 
wither  the  laurels  which  his  natioo  kaa  entwined 
about  his  brow.  In  the  laaguage  of  tkm  gentle- 
man from  Gkorgia^  (Mr.  Goaa,)  ^  voo  may  erea 
bring  that  brow  itself  to  tbe  Tile  dast  froo 
whence  it  spran|^,''  but  yet  my^  hmrt  ie  cheered 
with  the  eonfldmg  hope  that  hictorv,  in  justice 
to  his  valor,  his  fidelit^,  and  his  public  services^ 
will  record  ia  her  brightest  page  the  aaoie  ef 
Jaeksoa ;  while  the  tears  of  a  grateful  coeatry 
will  moisten  those  laurels  which  were  cntwiaed 
atoaad  his  brow,  and  reanimate  tbom  to  Uoon 
an  evergreen  upon  his  grave. 

Mr.  SToaaa  said,  that,  when  be  toe^  his  seat 
ia  the  House,  at  the  commcaeeneiic  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  looked  with  much  anxiety  lo  die  Mep- 
sage  which  should  disclose  tbe  true  chaiaeier  of 
the  transactions  durina  the  paat  year,  so  oar 
Soathern  frontier.  Wb  had.  Indeed,  asea  is* 
formed,  by  tbe  Message  of  the  8$th  of  Mareb 
last,  that  war  existed  between  the  UaiiHi  Stacee 
and  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indiaae^that  orders 
had  been  issued  for  the  advance  of  the^army  iato 
Florida,  but  that  the  comaaadiag  oficer  was 
strictly  enjoined  against  any  attack  on  the  Spaa- 
ish  fortresses,  without  the  saactioD  of  the  Oev- 
ernmenu  During  the  recess,  he  had  heard  of 
the  entry  of  our  troops  into  the  territovr  of  Spaia. 
the  seizure  of  St^Marks,  the  captareof^Peasacola 
and  the  Baraacas,  the  military  trials  of  Arbotk- 
not  and  Ambrister,  and  the  ezecution  of  the 
Seminole  chiefii.  Notwithstanding  no  evidence 
of  disapprobation  of  any  of  theae  measures  had 
transpired,  except  the  offer  to  restore  Pensacola 
unconditionally,  and  St.  Marka^on  terms  pre- 
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scribed  if  as,  he  was  unwliling  to  beliere  that 
they  had  reeeived  the  sanetloo  of  the  Bzetatire. 
The  documents  tnosmitted  to  the  Hoa^  had 
shown  how  yaia  was  this  expectation.  He  had 
caTefolly  and  attentively  examined  them,  and 
formed  an  opinion  upon  them,  he  hoped  with 
that  deliberation  which  was  due  to  qiiestions  of 
to  ffreat  and  vital  importance  to  the  Constitution 
and  character  of  the  eoontry.  That  opinion  he 
had  not  found  reason  to  change,  nor  was  he 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  arow  it,  and  should  dis- 
charge  his  duty  with  frankness  and  fearlessness, 
let  the  censure,  which,  in  his  judgment,  these 
transactions  merited,  fall  where  It  might. 

When,  said  he,  the  trials  of  Arfautbdot  and 
Ambrister  were  laid  upon  our  tables,  and  it  was 
first  developed,  that  one  of  them  had  suffered 
death  in  consequence  of  the  reversal  of  the  sen* 
tence  of  the  court  martial,  bj  Qetientl  Jackson, 
an  universal  burst  of  indignation  seemed  to  have 
electrified  the  House.  Have  these  manly  and 
generous  feelings,  so  honorable  to  our  nature, 
led  from  our  oosoms,  or  have  they  chilled  into 
insenaibility  dorinff  the  long  interval  which  has 
elapsed  t  He  had  waited  in  painful  suspense 
for  the  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  and 
aclicnowMged  his  gratitude  to  them,  for  the  firm 
stand  Which  they  had  made  against  these  en- 
croachments of  miiitarv  power.  He  saw  among 
them  some  of  those,  who  in  other  times — in  the 
darkest  days  of  our  adversity,  when  the  yoke  of 
parliamentary  and  military  despotism  was  rivet- 
mm  on  our  necks,  had  stept  forth  as  the  protectors 
of^their  country,  and  with  unconquerable  spirit 
persisted  in  the  contest  which  delivered  us  from 
the  tyranny  of  Britain.  He  yna  happy  Jto  find 
that,  during  his  life,  this  spirit  has  not  left  us — 
that,  in  his  day,  those  were  to  be  found  amon^ 
OB,  who  yet  cherished  the  principles  of  that  glori- 
ous consfcti  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  those  liberties  which  were  earned  at  the 
expense  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure. 

I  am  gratified,  said  he,  to  find  that,  to  this  period 
of  the  debate,  excepting  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smttb,)  the  power 
of  this  House  to  interpose  has  not  been  questioned. 
We  are  the  peculiar  guardians  of  the  Const!  tti- 
tton.    Our  iibertiea  are  safe  in  the  same  propor- 
tion that  we  execute  our  duty  with  firmness, 
vigilance,  and  fidelity.    Offences  short  of  im- 
peach m^nt,  but  which  threaten  the  public  safety, 
It  is  the  right  of  this  House  to  present  to  the  na- 
tion ;  against  evils  of  this  sort,  it  is  the  most 
effectual  remedy.    However  the  direct  interpo- 
sition of  our  Constitational  power  of  impeach- 
ment may  be  evaded,  there  is  a  tribunal— puMic 
optnum-^to  whose  judgments  no  man  is  indiffer- 
ent, whose  decision  none  can  snccessfully  with- 
stand or  defy,  and  which  causes  the  stoutest  heart 
to  tremble.    The  genius  of  our  institutions,  the 
experience  of  other  Governments,  the  records  of 
all  history,  and  the  sad  and  melancholy  fate  of  a 
long  train  of  fallen  republics,  admonish  us  that 
liberty  is  only  safe  when  faithfully  guarded  by 
(he  immediate  representatives  of  an  enlightened 
people. 


The  services  of  Oeneral  Jackson  have  been 
eminently  great.  He  has  justly  received  from 
a  grateful  country  its  high  rewards  and  honors. 
I  am  not  disposeo  to  detract  from  his  well  mer- 
ited fame.  The  victory  of  New  Orleans  was,  in- 
deed, a  proud  triumph — and,  though  I  do  hot 
unite  with  some  gentlemen  in  pronouncing  it^  in 
reference  to  its  consequences,  the  greatest  which 
this  country  has  achieved,  I  cheerfully  accord  to 
the  sentiments  which  haVe  been  expressed  la 
praise  of  that  great  exploit.  Thouffh,  with  the 
rest  of  my  countrymen,  I  felt  and  grateftUly 
acknowledged  that  to  him  wd  owed  much  of  our 
national  cnaracter,  and  the  security  of  a  valua- 
ble portion  of  our  territory,  yet,  I  do  not  forget 
that  even  on  that  occasion  he  overstept  his  power. 
I  was  disposed  to  forgive  it.  The  evils  which 
he  averted  and  the  blessings  which  he  conferred 
upon  us,  were  some  atonement  for  the  violated 
majesty  of  the  Constitution.  But,  great  as  his 
services  have  been,  they  afford  no  sanctuary 
against  our  inquiry — much  less  do  they  fUroish 
any  exculpation  for  the  violation  of  the  Constita* 
tion.  An  example  of  impunity  on  suck  groundsi 
for  these  assumptions  of  power,  will  produce  the 
most  pernicious  consequences  amon^  the  subor- 
dinate officers  of  the  army.  Day  after  day  have 
petitions  been  presented  to  this  nonse,  from  th^ 
army,  for  indemnity  against  judgments  awarded 
for  the  violation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  our 
citizens.  The  disposition  to  encroach  upon  the 
civil  authorities  or  the  Government  should  re- 
ceive no  encouragement  from  our  hands.  For 
some  time  past,  the  people  of  this  country  have 
indulged  a  dangerous  predilection  for  the  army. 
In  the  civil  departments  one  may  attain  to  the 
highest  eminence,  and  scarcely  attract  attention 
beyond  the  immediate  sphere  in  which  he  moves; 
but,  clothe  him  with  the  fflareof  military  renown, 
and  the  e^es  of  the  people  are  dazzled — his  fame 
has  no  limits,  and  every  one  is  ambitious  and 
eager  to  honor  him.  It  is  time  that  we  were 
roused  from  this  fatal  delusion.  The  affections 
of  the  country  have  been  too  bountifully  devoted 
to  the  army,  and  the  time  may  yet  come  when 
the  people  will  find  it  too  late  to  retrieve  this 
error  of  their  hearts. 

If,  sir,  we  consult  the  past  history  of  other 
countries,  and  turn  our  eye  back  through  ages 
which  have  gone  before  us;  or,  if  we  look  only 
to  the  events  of  our  own  times,  we  find  much  to 
warn  us  against  receiving  the  services  of  public 
men  as  an  apology  for  their  usurpations.  Every 
tyrant  who  has  succeeded  in  overturning  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  first  stole  away  the  affec- 
tions of  his  countrymen  by  the  services  which 
he  had  rendered  to  the  State.  On  this  occasion 
it  is  well  worthy  of  remark  that  these  have,  with 
few  exceptions,  been  military  services.  Cssar 
and  Bonaparte  only  commenced  their  bloody 
career  of  tyranny  after  they  had  risen  to  power 
on  the  misguided  affections  of  the  people.  In 
forming  my  judgment  on  the  specific  propositions 
before  us,  I  lay  altogether  aside  the  motives  of 
General  Jackson.  Laudable  as  they  may  have 
been,  or  faithfully  as  he  may  have  believed  him- 
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self  to  be  teting  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to 
his  country,  these  form  no  ptrt  of  the  inqairy 
before  us.  To  me  it  is  immaterial  with  what 
views  or  what  motiyes  he  has  infringed  upon 
the  Constitution.  Our  object  should  be,  to  pre- 
vent the  force  of  the  precedent  which  these  mea- 
sures establish.  If  the  powers  of  Congress  have 
been  encroached  upon,  let  us  declare  it,  unless 
we  are  prepared  to  surrender  our  prerogatives  to 
a  military  chieflain,  or  to  ^ive  up  the  Constitu- 
tion to  mere  matter  of  delicacy.  This  is  not  an 
inquiry  with  a  view  to  the  censure  of  General 
Jackson.  It  is  required  from  us  by  the  duty  of 
self-preservation.  The  indirect  censure  which 
some  of  these  resolutions  imply,  is  no  fault  of 
ours.    The  enenay  whom  he  triumphantly  van- 

Suished  at  New  Orleans  can  derive  no  selt-grati- 
cation  from  our  proceedings.  Would  they  boast, 
I  would  tell  them  to  meet  him  in  the  field.  The 
measures  of  this  House  will  afford  but  a  miser- 
able consolation  to  those  who  there  felt  the  en- 
ergy of  his  arm,  and  whose  pride  was  there  hum- 
bled in  the  dust  before  his  skill  and  valor. 

The  subject  of  these  resolutions  divides  itself 
into  several  inquiries :  the  capture  of  Pensaeola, 
the  seizure  of  St.  Marks,  the  crossing  of  the  Flor- 
ida line,  and  the  execution  of  the  captives.  What- 
ever mav  be  the  justification  for  the  seizure  of 
Pensaeola,  the  Barancas,  and  St.  Marks,  which 
the  Executive  has  urged  as  between  us  and 
Spain,  it  is  plainly  admitted  by  him  that  the 
occupation  or  these  posts  was  not  justified  by 
any  orders  which  were  issued.  Such  is  the  fair 
import  of  the  Message  communicated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session. 

If  any  doubt  can  exist  on  this  point,  it  must  be 
removed  by  recurring  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  the  Spanish  Minister  at  this  place,  of  the  30th 
of  November  last.  In  that  letter,  wnich  is  writ- 
ten on  the  same  day  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams to  Mr.  Erving,  he  says :  '*But  it  is  proper, 
'  in  the  first  instance,  in  reference  to  the  first  of 
'  the  propositions  made  by  you  on  the  24th  of 

*  last  month,  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression 
'  which  you  entertain,  and  which  is  certainly  not 
'  warranted  by  any  communications  which  you 
'  have  received  from  this  Government.  Ton 
'  have  been  informed  that  the  contingencies  upon 
'  which  General  Jackson  adopted  those  measures 

*  which  you  represent  as  hostilities  and  outrages, 
'  not  having  been  anticipated,  had  not  been  pro- 

*  vided  for  in  his  instructions ;  that  they  were 

*  unforeseen  emergencies,  upon  which,  judging 

*  measures  of  energy  necessarjr,  he  had  resorted 
'  to  them  on  his  own  responsibility,"  ^.  Again : 
in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Ervmg.  of  the  same  date,  it 
is  said  that  ^the  Spanish   Government  must 

*  likewise  have  been  satisfied  that  the  occupation 

*  of  these  places  in  Spanish  Florida,  by  the  com- 

*  niander  of  the  American  forces,  was  not  by 
^  virtue  of  any  orders  received  by  him  from  this 
'  Government  to  that  efiect"  I  was  much  sur- 
prised when  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Tall- 
maoob)  told  us  that  he  considered  him  as  com- 
pletely justified,  by  his  orders,  even  in  the  capture 
of  Pensaeola,  and  when,  for  proof  of  this,  he 


called  our  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  tht  to 
of  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  Governor  Biblrof  tk 
13th  of  Mty  Iftst,  in  which  the  Secretary  nyi 
^General  Jackson  is  vested  with  fall  poven  to 
conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  in  which  hemij 
judge  besC."  These  general  orden,  whitera 
they  may  have  been,  must  be  eoostroed  in  refer* 
ence  to  the  orders  which  had  prorided  for  tie 
particular  state  of  things  whieh  actoally  occur- 
red, and  must  be  restricted  by  them.  The  obser- 
vance of  the  neutral  rights  of  Spain  had  bm 
expresslv  enjoined ;  and  the  Mess^e  of  the  M 
of  March  last  also  informed  us  tfiu  orden  Aad 
^  been  given  to  the  Gkneral  in  eomouiBd  oo(  to 
'  enter  Florida  unless  in  the  pursait  of  the  ene- 

*  my.  and  in  that  ease  to  respect  the  SpanUh 

*  authority  wherever  it  was  mainitined."  The 
Secretary  of  War  had  no  power  whaterer  to 
issue  a  carte  blanche  of  the  kind  which  of  hoa- 
orable  colleague  has  construed  to  iocladearifitt 
to  attack  the  forts  of  a  Power  in  amity  vitb  os. 
From  my  acquaintance  with  that  officer,  ve dif- 
fer very  much  in  our  estimation  of  hisknovledge 
of  the  duties  of  his  station,  if  mj  colleague  k- 
lieves  that  such  an  unauthorized  liceasewuerer 
imagined  by  him.  Nor  has  the  Execotireaoj 
such  powers.  From  the  orders  actoaiiy  issoed, 
it  seems  that  he^oo  well  onderstood  the  distribu- 
tion of  powers,  and  too  highly  res|iccted  tbe  car- 
dinal principles  of  our  Gtovernmeot,  to  beliere 
that,  in  this  case,  such  a  power  coold  hare  beea 
conterred  on  the  commander  of  an.  army.  Not 
possessing  it  himself,  he  could  delegate  it  to  do 
one;  and  my  colleague  must  have  been  mistaken 
in  the  construction  which  he  give  to  these  or- 
ders. 

The  Immediate  *  restoration  of  Peosacola  is 
unequivocal  evidence  that  the  post  was  aot 
captured  in  conformity  to  the  views  or  iDstro^ 
tions  of  the  Executive,  and  virtoalljr  amouats  to 
a  disavowal  of  its  seizure,  oo  the  part  of  ov 
Government.  Although,as  between usaDdSpaiO) 
the  Executive  has  not,  and  perhaps  oogbtoot,to 
have  yielded  to  the  demand  of  that  Gorenuneot 
to  inflict  punishment  on  General  ^^^^^f^ 
not  certain  how  far  they  have  intended  to  Boopt 
his  acts  as  Constitutional  From  a  ctrefoi  ex- 
amination of  the  letter  from  the  Seerettrf  oi 
State  to  Mr.  Erving,  I  have  been  ledtodoabt 
whether  they  have,  in  unqualified  t«^^^* 
tinned  the  occupation  of  St.  Marbaw/"*" 
cola.  In  that  letter,  it  is  said  that '«  ^^*' 
<  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  Cksenf  Jae^»| 
'  indispensably  necessary  to  take  fnn  the  uo ; 
'  ernor  of  Pensaeola  the  means  of  carryitig  a 
'  threat  into  execution."    Again :  * U  w^JlS 

*  judgment,  not  sufficient  that  they  (thelndW 
'  should  be  suffered  to  rally  their  n««^  "Jj! 

*  the  protection  of  Spanish  forts,"  Ac  T^^^ 
tious  phraseology  of  these  and  many  other  w 
saffes  of  this  letter,  leaves  it  somewhat  equijwj 
whether  even  the  Government  baa,  as  bet|^ 
General  Jackson  and  us,  assumed  to  t^f  { V  . 
extent  the  doctrines  on  which  Qtuenln^^^ 
founded  the  justification  of  his  proeeediog^  "^j 
however,  such  sanction  was  intended  oo  tii«  P 
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of  the  Sxecatiye,  the  powers  of  Congress  are 
doably  jeopardized. 

Sir,  I  have  read  this  letter  of  the  Secretarj  of 
State  with  grief,  and,  I  will  add,  with  no  little 
humiliation  for  my  country.  Instead  of  that 
calm,  manly,  and  dignified  character  which  form- 
erly marked  our  diplomacy,  it  seems  to  have  been 
penned  under  the  influence  of  temper  and  petu- 
lance. It  is  a  production  rather  adaressed  to  the 
passions  than  a  temperate  and  candid  appeal  to 
the  reason  and  good  sense  of  mankind.  Some 
parts  of  it  are,  in  my  judgment,  offensive  to  that 
diplomatic  courtesy  which  should  characterize 
the  intercourse  of  nations.  Referring  to  Am- 
brister's  letters  to  Colonel  Nicholls,  ^  informing 
him  that  he  is  with  300  negroes,"  a  few  of  our 
Bluff  peoploi  ^*  who  had  stuck  to  the  cause^  and 
were  relying  on  t^e  faith  of  NichoUs's  promises," 
the  paragraph  is  thus  continued:  "Our  Bluff 
'  people  were  the  people  of  the  Negro  Fort  col- 
'  lected  by   Nicholls  and  Woodbine,  and   '  the 

*  cause'  to  which  they  stuck  was  the  savage,  ser- 
'  vile,  exterminating  war  against  the  United 
'  States."  Really,  sir,  if  sarcasm  roust  have  been 
resorted  to  on  the  occasion,  it  surelj  i^ed  not 
have  been  sought  for  in  the  vulgarities  of  Am- 
bristei's  letters. 

On  the  subject  of  the  trials  bf  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister,  it  is  said  that  ^the  defence  of  the  one 
'consisted  solely  and  ezclusiveU'  of  technical 
'  cavils  at  the  nature  of  part  of  the  evidence 

*  against  him,  and  the  other  confessed  his  ffuilt." 
It  is  here  gravely  asserted,  that,  on  a  trial  lor  life 
or  death,  an  objection  to  tne  hearsay  declarations 
of  an  Inoian  is  a  technical  cavil ! — ^^that  this  coun- 
try recognises  an  institution  for  trial  of  capital 
offences,  on  which  an  objection  to  the  proof  of 
the  hearsay  declaration  of  an  Indian,  who,  if  him- 
self present,  could  not  have  been  a  competent 
witness,  is  a  technical  cavil  1  To  be  condemned 
to  an  ignominious  death  on  testimony  of  this  sort 
is  what  the  honorable  Secretarjr  has  termed  "  the 
benefit  of  a  trial  by  court  martial."  The  threat 
contained  in  the  conclusion  of  this  letter  deserves, 
at  least,  to  be  remarked  by  this  House :  ''  if  the  ne- 
^  cessities  of  self-defence  should  again  compel  the 

*  United  States  to  take  possession  of  the  Span- 
'  ish  forts  and  places  in  Florida,  declare,  with  the 
^  frankness  and  candor  that  becomes  us,  that  an- 
'  other  unconditional  restoration  of  them  must  not 
'  be  expected."  Before  a  war  of  conquest  is  car- 
ried into  the  dominions  of  Spain ;  before  the  ar- 
mies of  this  nation  are  sent  to  enforce  the  condi- 
tions which  we  prescribe  to  other  nations  as  the 
tenure  by  which  they  shall  enjoy  the  sovereignty 
of  their  own  territories,  I  trust  that  this  House 
will  at  least  be  consulted ;  that  the  discretion  of 
Congress  alone  wiU  determine  the  question  of 
war  or  peace.  I  do  not  relish  the  falmination  of 
these  threats  by  a  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs. 
We  hare,  indeed,  heard  of  imperial  edicts  in  an- 
other quarter  of  the  globe.  At  one  time  it  is  de- 
creed, that  the  Bourborn  dynasty  no  longer  exists 
in  Spain,  at  another,  the  dueen  of  Eiroria  no 
longer  reigns,  and  a  band  of  soldiery  is  forthwith 
lent  to   enforce  the  mandate,  and  overturn  the 


Governments  of  other  nations.  These  imperial 
examples  are  hardly  worth]f  of  our  imitation ;  and 
I  prav  that,  if  this  letter  is  to  be  hereafter  the 
model  of  our  diplomatic  correspondence,  some 
means  may  be  devised  to  remedy  its  effect  upon 
our  national  character.  It  would  hardly  be  im- 
agined, from  perusing  that  letter,  by  one  un- 
versed in  our  institutions,  that  our  form  of  Govern- 
ment was  republican.  And  against  whom  is 
this  threat  issued  1  ^*  Poor^  miserable,  and  degra- 
ded Spain  V^  Indeed  she  is  too  weak  to  repel  or 
scarcely  to  resent  the  encroachments  of  any ;  but, 
fallen  as  she  is.  it  affords  but  a  sorry  triumph  to 
insult  her  weakness.  I  fear  that  the  wrongs  of 
which  she  has  been  guilty  towards  us  have  in- 
duced less  regard  for  her  rights,  and  that  we  have 
not,  therefore,  been  scrupulous  to  respect  them. 
For  what  reasons  was  Pensacola  occupied? 
Not  because  it  might  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  nor  has  it  it  been  asserted  that  it 
was  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our  army. 
The  war  was  finished  before  General  Jackson 
crossed  into  West  Florida.  Mr.  Adams  says, 
that  **  before  the  forces  under  his  commandj  the 
savage  enemies  of  his  country  had  disappeared*" 
General  Jackson  had,  on  the  26th  of  April,  said 
that  they  had  *'  not  the  power,  if  the  will  remain- 
ed, of  again  annovine  our  frontier."  The  cause 
which  immediately  determined  him  to  ^  hesitate 
no  longer"  on  the  courae  he  should  pursue,  was  the 
delivery  to  him,  on  the  23d  MaV}  of  the  protest  of 
the  Governor  of  Pensacola.  This  oflicer  had,  in 
defence  of  the  province  intrusted  to  his  ]>rotec- 
tion,  determined  to  discharge  his  dutv  to  his  sov- 
ereign. He  was  bound  to  defend  the  territory. 
Had  he  not  reason  to  believe  the  views  of  Gener- 
al Jackson  to  be  hostile  ?  Had  he  not  the  best 
means  of  judgins  ?  Gtenenl  Jackson  had  previ- 
ously informed  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  5th  of  May,  that  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  to  him  of  the  supplies  furnished 
from  Pensacola  to  the  Indians,  compelled  him 
"  to  make  a  movement  to  the  west  of  the  Appal- 
achicola,  and,  should  they  prove  correct,"  tliat 
"  Pensacola  must  be  occupied  by  an  American 
force,  the  Governor  treatea  according  to  his  de- 
serts, or  as  policy  may  dictate."  At  this  time, 
this  protest  had  not  been  received.  Was  Pensa- 
cola at  laitt  occupied  as  a  temporary  means  of  de- 
fence against  the  Indians  7  In  the  despatch  of 
the  2d  of  June,  General  Jackson  says,  that  **'  the 

*  articles,  with  but  one  condition,  amount  to  a 

*  complete  cession  to  the  United  States  of  that 
'  portion  of  the  Floridas  hitherto  under  the  gov- 
'  ernment  of  Don  Jose  Mazot."  A  civil  govern- 
ment was  established,  officers  appointed  \  and  in 
the  same  despatch  the  Secretary  was  informed, 
that  '*  Captain  Gadsden  was,  among  other  thinffs, 

*  instructed  to  report  "  what  new  works  should, 
^  in  his  opinion^  be  erected  to  give  permanent  se- 
'  curity  to  this  important  territorial  acquisition  to 
'  our  Republic."  Is  this  the  manner,  or  are  these 
the  measures  and  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions which  gentlemen  recognise  as  iostifying  the 
occupation  of  neutral  forts  by  a  belligerent  in 

1  self-defence  ?    Are  neutrals,  when  thus  dispos- 
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Mssed  of  sovereignty  for  this  purpose,  to  be  treat- 
ed as  a  eonqaered  enemy?  I  have  not  come 
here  with  Vattel,  or  volumes  of  public  law,  to  de- 
termine whether  some  principles  may  not  be  de- 
duced by  nice  and  subtle  investigation,  on  which 
we  may  justify  these  acts.  It  is  enough  that 
these  documents  satisfj  me  that  Gkneral  Jackson 
occupied  Pensacols  with  the  views  which  he  has 
himself  declared.  If  these  acts  do  not  amount  to 
war,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  more  we  could 
have  authorized  to  be  done  to  change  our  rela- 
tions with  Spain. 

The  capture  of  St.  Marks  was  equally  unau- 
thorized by  orders,  and  was  equally  in  derogation 
of  the  rights  of  Spain.  It  appears  to  have  been 
seized  as  a  convenient  "  depot"  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  our  army.  I  shall  not  detain  you  by 
again  repeatiocr  what  has  already  been  so  ably  and 
satisfactorilv  illustrated  by  those  who  have  already 
addressed  the  Committee  on  this  point.  The 
terms,  however,  on  which  St.  Marks  was  offered 
to  be  restored,  are  worth  yr  of  notice.  They  tend 
to  show  how  greatly  the  importance  of  this  war 
with  the  Semmoles,  and  that  necessity  which  is 
resorted  to  as  a  justification  of  the  capture  of  this 
fort,  has  been  magnified.  St.  Marks  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  territory  occupied  by  these  tribes — 
and  yet  it  appears,  from  the  letter  of  the  30th  of 
November,  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  would 
be  accepted  as  "  a  Spanish  force  adequate  to  its 
protection  against  the  Indians."  Tes,  sir — two 
nundred  and  fifty  ^  poor,  miserable,  and  degra- 
ded'' Spaniards,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massacnusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  pleased  to  call 
that  nation,  were  considered  as  competent  effec- 
tually to  restrain  these  tribes  from  its  forcible 
occupation  ^  for  purposes  of  hostility  against  the 
United  States." 

It  has  been  thus  that  war  has  been  waged 
without  the  authority  of  Congress.  My  honor- 
able colleague.  (Mr.  Tallmadgb,)  in  reviewing 
the  effects  of  tnis  campaign  in  Florida,  expressed 
his  satisfaction  that  permanent  peace  had  been 
restored  along  the  oouthern  frontier.  Peace ! 
I  cannot  partake  of  this  gratification.  It  is 
the  peace  of  a  great  charnel  house— the  peace 
which  presides  over  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead — 
the  peace  which  reigned  along  the  Andes  when 
the  remorseles  Pizarro  had  spread  desolation  over 
'South  America — the  peace  which  pervaded  Hol- 
land when  the  merciless  Duke  of  Alva  had  de- 
luged her  fruitful  fields  and  drenched  the  streets 
ofher  cities  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens — the 
peace  which  rested  on  the  vast  plains  of  the  peur 
insula  of  Hindostan,  when  the  ferocious  Hyder 
Aly  had  extirpated  from  those  fertile  regions 
every  vestige  of  civilization.  There  is  one  dif- 
ference, sir  oetween  these  cases.  The  one  swept 
the  remnant  of  his  miserable  victims  into  captiv- 
ity— the  other  sent  them  to  the  christian's  Qod. 

From  every  view  which  I  have  been  able  to 
take  of  this  invasion  of  the  Spanish  territory,  I 
am  constrained  to  believe  that,  from  the  first  en- 
try of  our  army  into  Florida,  the  rights  of  Spain 
were  violated.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Masfachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  assumed  that  the 


Indian  tribes  were  independent  natioBs,  aai  (bca 
argued,  thatj  as  the  United  States  were  at  vir 
with  the  Seminoles,  who  held  coneurreat  sove^ 
eignty  with  Spain  over  the  invaded  territorf,tk 
neutral  rights  of  Spain  must  yield  to  oort  is  a 
belligerent.    I  shall  only  reply  to  this  by  saying 
that!  know  of  no  joint-tenancy  of  supreme  power 
of  this  sort — that  1  do  not  comprehend  with  mocJi 
precision  how  among  nations  these  vanoos  sor- 
ereignties  can  exist  over  the  same  subject  aod 
for  the  same  purposes ;  all  of  which  are  independ- 
ent; and,  yet,  all  concurrent — oeither  of  which 
recognises  supremacy  in  the  other— vboM  sepa- 
rate authority  b  entirely  distinct,  aad  at  tkesame 
time  absolute — and  wherein  one,  by  chan^og  its 
own  foreign  relations,  can  completely  nmttate 
all  the  rights  of  the  other.    The  tribes  or  lodiaat 
which  iiihabit  our  territory  are  oot  considered  as 
independent  nations  for  any  purposes,  as  between 
us  and  other  Powers.    Even  towards  oorselre^ 
we  do  not  acknowledge  them  to  be  absolotelyso. 
It  is  too  late  now  to  inquire  whether  the  rigiit  of 
European  nations  to  this  country  has  beendecired 
from  discovery  or  conquest,  or  what  their  ligktt 
would  be  as  deduced  from  either.    The  origiQiI 
charters  of  the  colonies,  the  grant  of  monodies 
for  Indian  trade,  and  the  repeated  and  uoqaaiified 
transfer,  by  treaty,  of  all  their  territories,  are  ao- 
answerable  proofs  that  all  rights  over  the  cooo- 
tries  which  they  occupy  are  subordinate  to  t/ie 
sovereignties  of  those  governments  within  whose 
jurisdictions  they  reside.    The  common  eouent 
and  universal  convention  of  Eoropean  Poven 
has  settled  this  question — our  owa  Constitatioa 
has  recognised  and  established    the  adoptioo  of 
this  principle  into  the  code  of  public  law.   The 
power  even  to  regulate  the  trade  of  our  own  citi- 
zens and  foreigners  with  the  Indians,  and  ail  ikeir 
exterior  commercial  connexions^  is  vested  in  Coo- 
sress.    We  do  not  recognise  as  lawful  the  iate^ 
ference  of  any  foreign  rower  in  their  conceros. 
The  making  of  treaties  with  them  is  denied.   We 
claim  them  to  be  exclosivelv  under  our  owa  pro- 
tection.    Had  the  honorable  gentlemaa  from 
Massachusetts  but  read  a  little  fu^her  in  the  co^ 
respondence  of  our  Commissioners  at  Gbeot,  be 
would  haye  found  all  these  principles  asserted  Mai 
enforced.    **  Without  the  adoiissioa  of  tikis  p^ui* 

*  ciple,  there  would  be  no  intelilgible  meaaio;  at- 
'  tached  to  stipulations  establishing  booadariei  be- 
'  tween  the  dominions  in  America  of  ciriiized  na- 
'  tioDs  possessing  territories  inhabited  bj  Indian 
'  t  ribes.  Whatever  may  be  the  relatioasoi  Indians 
^  to  the  nation  in  whose  territory  they  are  thus 
'  acknowledged  to  reside,  they  cannot  be  considered 
'  as  an  independent  Power  by  the  nation  which 

*  has  made  such  acknowledgmenL" 

As  between  the  Indians  and  us,  we  have  le(t 
to  tbem  but  a  few  limited  attributes  of  sovereiga- 
ty.  The  right  to  dispose  of  the  lands  they  occopf 
is  not  absolute.  Their  possessions  can  be  oolf 
transferred  to  the  United  States.  From  poii^f 
our  laws  have  not  been  extended  to  them;  oo'i 
indeed,  would  it  be  practicable  for  any  osefol  put- 
pose.  Their  attacks  upon  our  inhabitants  are 
repelled  by  the  Executive  as  cases  of  domestic 
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Bsarrtctios,  wiUeot  the  lonnaUtjF  of  a  dedan- 
ion  of  war.  From  theia  priiiQipIes,  and  this 
eJatioo,  it  woks  that  they  are  to  far  our  Mb* 
eets,  io  vefereaee  to  other  rowers,  that  we  are 
foand  to  restrain  their  hostilities  on  foreign  na- 
ions.  The  same  daty  we  olaiin  of  others.  We 
tave  the  right  to  require  them  to  restrain  tbeir 
lepiedatioiia  on  ourselTes.  Will  it  he  tolerated 
hat  an  army  from  C^anada,  in  hostility  with  the 
Indian  tribes  residing  in  the  Bute  of  New  Torl^ 
sould  lawfully  exereise  the  power  of  marching 
icross  that  Btate-^-fwostrating  hsr  sorereignty, 
ind  suhjecting  her  eitiaEens  to  all  the  horrors  of 
rar  in  porsnit  of  those  tribes  ?  Before  a  foreign 
Power  ean  claim  any  right  of  this  sort,  a  demand 
.t  least  on  oor  own  Qovemment  shonld  be  made. 
iVe  were  bonad,  on  every  principle  which  should 
M  maintained  in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes,  to 
lave  made  this  demand  on  Spain  before  we  in- 
vaded her  territory.  Has  this  demand  been  made? 

have  examined  ihe  eorrcepondence,  and  hare 
tot  foond  it.  Since  the  dcslroction  of  the  negro 
ortj  in  181^  I  do  not  find  that,  in  all  the  commu* 
licatioBs  between  our  Gbvernment  and  the  Span- 
sh  Minister,  the  hostility  of  the  Semiaoles  had 
eea  alluded  to.  Complaint  was  before  made  of 
he  existence  of  that  fort,  hot  that  has  been  long 
lestroyed  by  onr  own  forces.  If  any  remonstrance 
las  been  preferred  since  that  time,  1  hope  that 
ome  geoiieman  who  justifies  these  proceedings 
rill  point  to  it.  In  the  letter  of  the  Spanish  Mtn* 
(ter  to  oar  Qoyernment,  of  the  17th  of  Jane  last, 
t  is  asserted  that,  *'  nnder  the  pretext  of  making 
war  against  the  Indians,  on  complaints  or  mo- 
tives which  have  neither  been  communicated  to 
the  Governor  of  those  provinces,  nor  to  the  Cap- 
tain Qeaeral  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  who  is  also 

Governor  of  them)  nor  to  any  other  Spanish 
officer  or  public  fttnctionary,  the  dominions  of 
East  Florida  have  been  invaded,  and  the  Span- 
ish territory  entered  as  if  it  had  been  an  enemy's 
country*"  This  declaration  was  afler wards  re- 
erated  in  a  snhsequent  letter ;  and  how  has  it 
sen  anawcred?  Two  other  letters  were  sent 
rom  the  Spanish  Minister  to  our  Government  on 
tile  sttbjee^  when,  on  the  23d  of  July.  Mr.  Adams 
ipUed  uk  these  words:  "'  It  cannot  be  unknown 
to  yoq  thai,  for  a  considerable  time  before  the 
Gorernment  of  the  United  Stetes  issned  orders 
for  military  operations  in  that  quarter,  the  in- 
babitanta  of  that  frontier  had  been  exposed  to 
depredations,"  dtc.  It  would  not  even  have 
sen  suffici^t  that  we  had  made  a  formal  de- 
land  on  the  Governor  of  Pensacola }  he  was  but 

subordiaate  officer;  we  were  at  least  bound  to 
ave  remonstrated  to  the  Minister  of  Spain  at 
kis  Government.  I  have  thus  far  considered  this 
oint  without  reference  to  the  treaty,  and  per^ 
set,  as  I  believe,  without  it ;  our  right  was  to 
equire  Spain  to  restrain  the  hostilities  of  the  In- 
iana  residing  within  her  territory,  yet.  as  a  treaty 
jpulatioo  existed,  it  was  more  clearly  our  duty 
»  have  made  that  demand  before  her  sovereignty 
as  Tiolated.  The  justification  of  the  Execu- 
ve,  which  has  been  alleged  in  this  debate,  as 
rising  from  the  neglect  of  Spain  to  fulfil  the 


treaty,  is  fallacious.  If  the  treaty  had  been  vi<^ 
lated,  the  Bxecntive  possessed  no  authority  te 
enforce  our  rights  by  arms.  It  is  the  exertion  i^ 
national  force  for  the  redress  of  wrong  or  the 
preservation  of  right,  which  constitutes  the  pre* 
cise  definition  of  war,  and  the  Congress  alone 
was  vested  with  the  authority  to  declare  it.  This 
treaty  has  heretofore  received  a  praeticaj  coi|- 
struction  from  ourselves,  which  should  have  been 
observed.  When  the  right  of  deposits  at  New 
Orleans,  which  was  secured  by  the  23d  article, 
was  withheld,  under  the  Presidency  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, it  was  proposed  that  Congress  should  im- 
mediately authorize  the  President  to  restore  the 
right  by  force.  The  resolutions  introduced  into 
the  Senate  by  Mr.  Roas  created  much  agitation 
and  debate*    One  of  those  resolutions  was,  ^that 

*  the  President  be  authorized  to  take  immediate 

*  possession  of  such  place  or  places  in  the  said 

*  island,  or  the  adjacent  territories,  as  he  may 
'  deem  fit  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  afoie- 

*  mid ;  and  to  adopt  such  other  measures  for  ob> 
'  taining  that  complete  security,  as  to  him,  in  hie 

*  wisdom,  shall  seem  meet."  Although  this  was 
merely  a  proposition  to  authorixe  the  President 
to  restore  this  right  by  force,  yet  it  was  objected 
that  the  act  of  the  Intendant  might  be  disavowed; 
that,  before  war  was  thus  waged,  application 
should  be  made  to  the  Qovernmeat  of  Spain. 
This  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  Republican 

Erty  at  that  time,  and  which  was  adopted  by 
r.  Jefierson.  When  the  Chesap^e  frigate 
was  attacked ;  when  John  Pierce  was  murdered, 
and  our  neutrality  violated,  did  we  fly  to  anas? 
I  am  not  the  apologist  of  Spain.  The  injuries 
which  we  have  received  from  that  Power  have 
been  good  cause  of  war.  When  that  question  is 
presented,  I  am  ready  to  decide  on  the  expediency 
of  it.  I  shall  support  my  couaury  in  all  h^r  right- 
ful claims;  but,  in  this  case,  before  I  approTC  ef 
the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  I  mAst 
be  satisfied  that  we  have  first  done  that  which 
was  necessary  to  place  the  Spaaish  Government 
in  the  wrong. 

Gentlemen  have  defended  these  preeeedings  as 
a  case  in  which  a  belligerent  is  justified  in  seiziag 
neutnl  forts  or  territory,  in  self-defence,  arising 
out  of  extreme  necessity.  I  admit  that  cases  may 
exist  of  that  sort ;  they  are  rather  exceptions  to 
the  doctrines  which  I  maintain.  I  can  easily 
imagine  that,  even  under  the  treaty  with  Spaia, 
an  attack  by  the  8emin«les  might  be  so  sudden 
and  unanticipated,  that  we  mi^ht  be  justified  in 
pursuing  them  even  into  Florida.  But  this  ne- 
cessity must  not  originate  from  the  fault  of  the 
belligerent.    If,  as  in  the  case  More  us.  our  ne- 

?;lect  for  so  long  a  period  to  require  of  Spain  the 
ulfilment  of  the  treaty,  or  to  rep^resent  to  that 
Government,  or  even  to  its  Minister  here,  the 
hostile  intentions  of  the  Indians,  has  brought  this 
necessity  upon  ourselves,  the  fault  is  on  our  side. 
These  Indian  tribes,  and  their  associates,  have 
been  represented  as  mere  banditti,  outlaws,  rene- 
gadoes.  If  so,  then  Spain  was  answerable  to  us. 
on  well  settled  priaciplesL  for  their  acts.  But  I 
ask,  in  what  code  of  the  law  of  nations  is  an  au- 
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tliority  asserted  for  ooe  QoverDinetit,  at  its  own 
pleasure,  to  pursue  banditti,  outlaws,  reuegadoe*, 
or  eren  its  own  felons,  into  the  territories  of 
another,  in  any  ease,  without  first  demanding 
that  they  should  be  delivered  up  ?  Sir,  I  will  de- 
tain the  Committee  no  longer  on  this  part  of  these 
proceed  logs.  When  the  order  was  issued  for  the 
MTance  of  our  army  into  Florida,  Congress  was 
in  session.  Subsequent  events  have  shown  how 
greatly  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  an  appeal  had 
not  been  made  to  that  body  which  could  only 
change  our  relations  with  Spain,  and  which  was 
then  In  the  full  exercise  of  its  constitutional  func- 
tions. I  have  been  somewhat  surprised  at  hear- 
ing the  encomiums  which  have  been  bestowed 
on  General  Jackson  for  this  incursion  into  Flo- 
rida. A  vote  of  thanks  has  been  talked  of.  He 
has  been  called  by  the  imposing  names  of  eon- 
querer,  hero,  benefactor.  Conqueror  1  If  the  rout 
and  dispersion  of  a  race  of  barbarians,  degraded 
and  defenceless  as  the  Seminoles,  can  confer  this 
title,  high,  indeed,  is  his  elevation.  When  Ti- 
eranes,  with  two  hundred  thousand  men,  had 
been  defeated  by  Lucullus,  with  only  twenty  thou- 
sand, the  Roman  soldiers,  after  pursoinff  the 
eoemjr  for  some  distance,  suddenly  stopped,  and 
burst  into  loud  laughter,  to  think  that  they  had 
used  their  swords  on  such  a  set  of  cowardly 
slaves.  Hero  1  If  the  blaze  of  burning  towns, 
th^  extermination  of  their  wretched  inhabitants, 
the  death  of  captives,  and  the  extirpation  of  the 
human  raccj  can  confer  renown  and  elevate  our 
nature,  glorious  and  ennobling,  indeed,  are  these 
achievements.  Benefactor !  If  the  honor  of  our 
country,  the  dignity  of  ito  character,  the  justice 
of  ito  institutions,  and  the  purity  of  our  religion, 
are  sanctified  hj  deeds  like  these,  pour  out  your 
full  libations  of^  praise,  and  offer  the  unaffected 
homage  of  a  nation's  gratitude.  How  keenly 
does  it  wound  the  sensibility,  how  low  should  it 
sink  the  pride,  of  an  American,  to  compare  the 
laurels  won  upon  the  plains  of  Orleans  with  this 
sickenittff  nightshade,  plucked  from  the  morasses 
of  Florida  1 

As  to  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambris- 
tor,  I  acquiesce  in  the  moral  justice  of  their  sen- 
tence. Without  expressing  that  opinion  from  the 
evidence  on  theit  trials,  they  probably  deserved 
their  fate.  But  I  can  never  admit  the  legality  of 
the  trials,  or  the  punishment  which  was  inflicted. 
Had  the^r  been  put  to  death  in  the  heat  of  battle, 
eonsidenng  the  course  which  they  have  pursued, 
I  should  not  have  censured  it,  howmuchsoever  I 
should  have  regretted  such  an  exercise  of  power. 
But  they  were  tried  by  a  court  martial.  Such  it 
was  originally  called  m  the  despatches  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  such  it  is  recognised  to  have 
been  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Erving. 

The  honorable  Speaker  alluded  to  the  case  of 
the  Duke  D'Eoghein,  as  in  many  respects  similar 
to  these.  The  history  of  the  recent  events  in 
Europe  furnishes  another,  which  in  my  judgment 
is  more  nearly  parallel.  When  the  armies  of 
France  were  devastating  Europe,  John  Palm,  a 
citizen  of  Nuremburgh,  was  seized  by  order  of 
the  Emperor,  torn  from  his  family,  and  brought 


before  a  military  tribunal.  He  was  a  prtaicr. 
His  crime  was,  that  he  had  instructed  his  con- 
trymen  in  their  rights,  and  taught  them  thcii 
duty ;  that  he  had  exhorted  them  to  defend  thciT 
country  against  its  invaders.  For  this  he  wit 
charged  with  having  excited  the  enemies  of 
France  to  hostility  against  the  Emperor.  Oo  tkU 
charge  he  was  condemned  and  executed.  How 
striking  «nd  palpable  is  the  resemblance  between 
this  accusation  and  those  on  which  Arbotknoc 
and  Arobrister  were  tried  I  All  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica indignantly  reprobated  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  by  a  military  tribunal,  even  in  a  coon  try 
at  war  with  France.  And  wnat  were  the  mighty 
effects  produced  by  the  French  Emperor  by  this 
barbarous  act?  He  widowed  a  wife,  orphaned 
her  helpless  offspring,  and  broke  the  heart  of  a 
woman  1  Sanction  the  death  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister,  and  with  what  graee  shall  we  here- 
after condemn  the  execution  of  John  Palm  7 

I  shall  vote  my  disapprobation  of  the  trials  of 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  because  they  were 
executed  under  the  forms  of  law,  and  bemuse 
I  am  not  prepared  to  avow  to  the  world,  that  we. 
who  boast  so  much  of  our  justice,  recognise  aa 
institution  of  this  nature.    I  am  anxious  to  blot 
out  this  stain  upon  our  national  character.    Their 
case  was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court 
martial.    Courts  martial,  amons  us,  are  but  the 
mere  creatures  of  positive  law.    All  their  author- 
ity is  derived  from  the  statute  which  creates 
them  I  without  that  they  are  nothing.     They  can 
take  cognizance  of  no  offences  whatever,  exce^ 
those  specifically  named  in  the  statnte.    Their 
jurisdiction  over  persons  is  strictly  confined  to 
the  army  and  those  attached  to  it,  and,  withoat 
that  express  authority  which  has  been  conferred. 
I  should  doubt  whether  they,  as  courto  martiaL 
had  any  jurisdiction  even  in  the  case  of  a  spy. 
They  are  tribunals  of  special  and  limited  juris- 
diction; their  powers  cannot  be  extended  by  im- 
plication, and  they  are  strictly  confined  to  the 
powers  expressly  granted  to  them.     What,  sir^ 
u  the  nature  of  these  tribunals  1    The  accuser 
prefers  the  charges;  the  accuser,  in  thefiistin- 
sunce,  selects  the  judges  from  his  own  subordi- 
nate officers;  the  accuser  appoinu  the  puhlie  ad- 
vocate; the  accuser  approves  or  disapjirora  the 
sentence;  and  the  accuser  executes  it.    laament'' 
able  would  be  our  situation  if  conrts  martial 
should  be  suffered  to  transgress  a  single  letter  of 
the  law  which  creates  them.    Their  proMedings 
are  contrary  to  all  those  safeguards  which  the 
municipal  law  has  provided  tor  the  security  of 
personal  liberty.    The  charges  are  not  even  sanc- 
tioned by  an  oath;  the  arrest  is  not  founded  oi 
oath;  the  trial  is  without  jury;  the  decision  is  ii 
secret,  and  the  correction  of  their  errors  depends 
on  the  pleasure  of  him  to  whom  the  sentence  is 
submitted.    It  is  now  asserted  that  he  may  evea 
alter  it.    By  the  municipal  law  of  England  aad 
of  this  country,  a  judge  who  should  ventare  to 
pronounce  a  sentence  of  death,  contrary  to  the 
punishment  which  the  law  has  prescriM;  or 
an  officer  who  should  execute  even  a  sentence  (^ 
death  in  a  different  manner  from  the  judgment, 
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would  Boifer  the  paaisfament  of  death.  Is  there 
anythiDg;  then,  in  the  natare  or  proceedings  of  a 
miiitarjr  tribunal,  which  should  induce  us  to 
view  them  with  a  more  partial  and  indulgent 
eye?  The  sword  is  almost  the  only  emblem  of 
justice  which  guides  them.  Shall  we  now  say 
to  Europe  that  an  American  army,  on  entering 
a  foreign  country,  carries  with  it  these  dreadful 
engines  of  human  misery  and  opnressioo  1  With 
my  consent  these  transactions  snail  never  be  re- 
corded by  history  as  the  acts  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
S.  here  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  charges 
on  which  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  w^re  tried, 
and  concluded  that  none  of  them,  (except  that  of 
being;  a  spy,  on  which  they  were  aequitted,)  were 
cognizable  by  a  court  martial ;  that  they  were 
inconsistent  and  absurd;  and  that,  as  to  Arbuth- 
not, be  doubted  whether  sufficient  cTidence  was 
produced  to  establish  them. 

fiat,  said  he,  of  infinite  consequence  will  the 
effect  of  our  vote  be  on  the  national  character. 
We  profess  to  be  the  only  free  GoTernment  on 
sarth;  that  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations 
is  characterized  by  moderation  and  justice;  that 
}ur  institutions  are  pure  and  unspotted ;  that  our 
lational  character  is  bej^ond  reproach.  Above 
ill,  weprofeea  to  be  Christians.  Go,  follow  the 
track  of  this  Christian  armv  through  the  Flori- 
3as.  It  can  easily  be  traceo.  Brery  footstep  is 
irodden  in  blood.  The  path  is  strewed  with  the 
mbleached  bones  and  livid  carcasses  of  its  slaugh- 
ered  inhabitants.  Survey  this  frightful  waste 
rf  human  life ;  the  awful  calamities  which  have 
»een  inflicted  on  our  own  species,  and  say  if  our 
posterity  will  not  blush  for  their  ancestors.  An 
Qcident  which  occurred  during  this  campaign 
;arries  with  it  the  keenest  rebuke  to  our  profes- 
ions  of  Christianity.  Duncan  McRimmon,  one 
£  the  Georgia  militia,  was  teaptured  by  the  In- 
ians  in  the  early  part  of  the  war ;  he  ^as  con- 
emned  by  Hillishadjo  to  death;  the  victim 
ras  bound  in  his  presence  and  the  instruments 
f  torture  were  prepared.  The  daughter  of  this 
hief,  an  artless  and  uneducated  child  of  the  for- 
8t,  who  had  never  heard  of  the  precepts  of  our 
eligion,  whose  only  instruction  had  been  re* 
eived  from  that  father,  at  the  awful  moment 
rhen  he  was  about  to  suffer  the  excruciating 
eath  to  be  inflicted  by  savage  ferocity,  this  In- 
Lan  g^rl  rushing  between  him  and  his  murderers, 
nplored  his  life.  On  her  intercession  it  was 
ranted — the  life  of  our  fellow-countryman  was 
>ared.  That  father,  who  thus  listened  and 
i elded  to  the  supplication  of  mercv  was  the 
rophet  Francis,  wnom  General  JacKson  after- 
rards  executed.  His  orphaned  child,  in  return 
}T  the  disinterested  benefaction  which  she  be- 
owed  upon  us,  is  left  to  heap  up  the  fallen  earth 
round  his  grave.*    Sir,  is  this  the  era  of 'the 

*  Colonei  ArbucUe,  commandant  of  Fori  Gadsden, 
1  the  Appalachicolay  obserres  in  a  letter  to  the  edtt- 
3  of  the  Georgia  Journal  of  the  first  of  November, 
It,  **  bat  few  of  the  hostile  Indians  have  surrendered 
late,  owiiigr>  ss  I  believe,  in  a  great  measure,  to  their 
▼ing  reee&Ted  inliirmatton  that  the  Spankh  Govern- 


world  when  America  shall  sanction  these  acts  of 
inhumanity?  When  the  potentates  of  Europe 
are  compelled,  in  their  alliances,  to  appeal  to  the 
moral  sense  of  mankind  to  secure  the  stability  of 
their  thrones,  when  all  Christendom  is  awakened, 
and  one  universal  effort  is  making  to  diffuse  the 
gospel  and  inculcateits  precepts  of  mercy  through- 
out the  beniffhted  regions  ot  the  globe,  shall  we 
turn  aside  from  this  work  of  benevolence,  and 
refuse  to  efface  from  our  history  these  examples 
of  barbarous  cruelty  ?  A  new  era  has  commenced 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  On  every  side 
and  in  every  heart  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  human  race  is  exciting  the  noblest 
efforts  of  our  nature.  Every  Chriatian  nation  is 
engaged  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  I 
see  around  me  some  of  those  who  have  devoted 
themselves  to  this  alleviation  of  human  misery. 
Go  on,  may  God  prosper  you  in  this  noble  work 
of  humanity  and  benevolence—your  names  shall 
descend  to  posterity,  associated  with  Wiiberforee 
and  Pitt— vonr  proud  reward  shall  be,  that  you 
have  bound  up  the  broken-hearted ;  that  you  have 
carried  joy,  and  peace,  and  comfort,  and  consola- 
tion to  thousands  of  widowed  mothers  and  their 
helpless  children.  Let  our  vote,  on  this  oceasion, 
wash  out  the  stains  which  have  tarnished  onr 
reputation  bv  the  execution  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
and  the  death  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  If, 
however,  these  deeds  of  cruelty  are  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  this  House,  here,  before  Gk>d  and  roan, 
I  wash  my  hands  of  their  blood. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  January  85. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Phoebe  Stuart,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read;  when  Mr.  J.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  said  Phoebe  Stuart ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tbomas  M.  Nxlson,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  recommitted  the  engrossed 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  regulating  the  paf  meats  to 
invalid  pensioners,"  reported  the  same  with  an 

meat  will  again  have  possession  of  the  Floridas."  He 


"  Duncan  McRimmon  is  here ;  Milly,  the  Prophet 
Francises  daughter,  says  she  saved  his  life,  or  used 
such  influence  as  she  possessed  to  that  effect,  ftom 
fadings  of  hnmanitj  alone,  and  that  she  would  have 
rendered  the  same  senrice  to  sny  other  white  men 
shnilsrly  ctreumstanced ;  she  is,  therefore,  not  dis- 
posed to  accept  of  his  offer  of  matrimony,  which  had 
been  made,  as  sn  acknowledgment  of  gratitude.  The 
donation,  presented  through  me  by  the  citisens  of  Mil- 
ledgeviUe,  to- Milly,  hss  been  delivered,  and  she  manif 
tested  a  oonsidereble  degree  of  thankfulness  for  their 
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amendmeot ;  which  hctng  rcadf  Mr.  IL  Nblsoa 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  andameDdmeDt  oo  the  U- 
hle ;  which  was  rejected. 

The  ameDdment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
hill  was  ordered  to  be  re-«Dgros«ed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MBABUBE& 
Mr.  LowRDBB,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  S7(h  of  November  last,  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  expedient  to  make  any  amendment 
IB  the  laws  whien  regulate  the  coins  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  foreign  coins,  havinj^  been  instruct- 
ed also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing 
the  standard  of  weights  and  measures,  made  a 
detailed  report  upon  the  latter  subject ;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

Tlie  weights  and  mesaures  in  use  in  all  the  States 
ef  the  Union  have  been  derhred  from  England.    In 
JLonisiana  they  were  until  lately  Fxeneh,  but  a  recent 
law  has  ertabUshed  such  as  conferm  to  those  of  the 
ether  Statss.    The  laws  of  the  colonies,  before  the 
ReeolvtioD,  evidenoe  smne  attentioB  to  their  legnla- 
tifln ;  hut,  since  thai  event,  there  hsive  been  'veiy  lew 
legislattve  provisions  upon  the  subjeel  in  any  ii  the 
Stales.    But  the  hi|^y  eoomieraal  ehsrafier  of  the 
people,  their  frequent  changes  of  lecidanoe,  and  the 
ahesBfe  of  isudal  institntioBib  have  jprevented  the 
Vf!tHi«h*"^**  of  those  local  usages  which  are  so  em* 
banassing  to  the  internal  trade  of  most  of  the  States 
of  Enxope.    Although  in  some  of  the  United  Stales 
there  are  no  lawi  for  the  regulatioB  of  weighU  and 
measures,  and  veiy  defective  laws  in  the  otber%  yet  ii 
there  more  uniformity  in  the  composition  and  divinon 
both  of  weights  and  measures  in  the  United  Statss 
than  there  was  in  France  before  the  adoptbn  of  her 
new  metrical  system,  or  than  there  is  In  England  now. 
Indeed,  he  must  be  a  negligent  observer  of  the  man- 
ners, the  legislation,  and  even  the  language,  of  the 
oeuntry,  who  doei  not  remarii  the  strong  tendency  to 
uniformity  which  prevails  everywhere  throughout  it. 
This  circumstance  facilitates  the  establishment  of  a 
national  standard  of  weights  and  meesures,  vrithout 
•uperseding  itt  necessity.    Where  standards  are  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  the  States,  they  are  in  general 
such  as  exist  in  a  foreigii  countiy,  and  ars  inoonsist- 
entwith  each  other.    The  diflerencs  whieh  subessts 
betwen  the  weight!  and  measures  of  the  dilbrent 
States  ii  certainly  less  than  might  havo  been  expeelsd 
nnilnr  such  fimiBistsnres  hul  it  ia  not  tneensideiahle. 
The  decumenii  which  aeeempany  this  report  show 
a  diffiirence  of  Blty-one  grams  between  the  pound 
weights  at  BaltiaMre  and  Philadelphia;  and  one  of 
them  affiNrds  evidence  that  some  aanks  have  need 
vieighta  te  money  whidi  ate  oaudsnUy  lighter  than 
those  of  the  Mint    Our  information  on  the  discord* 
aaoe  of  measuiea  ia  less  preciee  aad  anthentiD ;  but 
(although  the  committee  hB^e  been  dJWjmsfated  in  the 
%af9  of  obtaining  a  satisfartoiy  oompanaoft  hotumn 
thoaeefdiflBieBt  States)  yet  the  giMler  diific«lti«s  in 
thefomparisonof  measures  of  eapaeity  than  of  weights, 
ai^  the  known  inequality  betwesn  the  English  n«d- 
als»  from  wh^  out  meseuies  woe  eaginaily  tahen^ 
do  not  allow  us  to-deubt  that  the  difisieaeB  of  aMasurs 
in  the  United  States  is  still  greater  than  thatof  weights^ 
The  measures  used  in  survqring  the  landa  of  the 
United  Statee  are  all  compared^  as  tlm  onmroittee  have 
understood,  with  a  brass  chain,  made  under  the  di 


tion  of  Mr.  Hittenhaoee';  but  in  genecnl  the 
the  United  Sutes  employ  the  wetgfate  an4  mcanm 
which  are  established,  or  rather  used,  ia  the  diiftneti 
in  which  thij  live.  The  changes  which  hnTe  bsca 
made  by  custom  in  the  weight!  and  meaanres  of  tbi 
United  States  sre  such  as  add  to  their  aimpficity.  Wt 
have  discontinued  the  use  of  many  English  wdghta 
and  meesures,  and  have  tntrednced  im»  new  oneik 

Of  weights,  we  use  the  pound  and  ooiioe  atsiido- 
peia,  and  the  troy  grain,  with  tlm  pennyweight;  lai 
IbrmediohietheeorupleaBddnchni.  ThetieiypoQad 
and  ounce  have  been  discontinued. 

Oflinedimeaaurea,wenss  gencBaQy  tie  inch,  te^ 
yard,  fathom,  perch  or  pole,  IhrieMt  ai^  ^^  league. 

We  have  daeeontiaued  the  baxleiyeBn,  p^lm,  linh. 


,  span,  cubit,  and  pace. 

ofoanacitytwe 


the|inl«q5Mit, 


For  diy  meesures  of  capacity, 
gallon,  peck,  and  busheL 

We  have  diwontin^sd  the  pottle,  looaa,  quarter,  wej, 
tndlasL 

Of  liquid  measures,  we  have  dieooatinned  the  sJs 
and  beer  measure,  and  apply  to  all  liquids  ths  Eo^- 
Ush  wine  measure. 

We  use  the  gill,  pint,  quart,  and  gallon.  Ws  htTS 
discontinued  tin  mndlet. 

In  superikial  meesure,  we  use  the  iadk,  ImI,  yaid» 
pole,  rood,  and  acre,  and  have  dieoontinued  tlie  pace. 

For  the  measurement  of  firewood,  we  uae  tte  Eeg* 
lish  cord ;  and  for  coal,  the  coasmon  hnsiial,  heaped. 
We  hava  disDontinued  the  chaldion. 

The  oommittee  are  unasdmoua  io  the  epininn  that 
this  subject  ought  not  to  be  kit  to  lUMwilain  nsagss, 
or  to  the  vaiienslawa  of  particular  States.  Hey  will 
net  enlage  upon  its  importance.  Commaraal  aedil 
is  well  secnred  in  every  part  of  this  cenntvy,  by  co- 
forcing  the  punanal  perfonnanee  of  conlracta.  But 
commerce  itself  could  hardly  snhaist,  ^  nnlees  sooae 
security  were  given  fbeside  the  judgment  of  the  par- 
chaser)  that  the  article  which  he  buya  is  of  the  quan- 
tity which  the  seller  describes;  that  the  weight  or 
measure  which  is  employed  is  fair.  The  duty  of  pro- 
viding this  security  has  been  devolved  by  the  Coosti- 
tution  upon  Congress ;  and  the  committee  express, 
witii  great  respect,  their  opinion  that  it  ahoold  not  be 
negle!rted  any  longer. 

It  has  been  frequently  piepoesd  in  foroign  ceaatries 
**  te  employ,  as  the  fimdeaMntal  unit  of  alt  nwMures, 
a  type  which  should  be  tahnn  from  ■aCare,''  and  be 
exempt  from  the  aitsiatioas  to  wka/dk  sehitraiy  stand- 
aids  are  expeeed.     In  execntten  of  this  pfaui,  the 
Govomment  of  France  haa  empleyod,  na  the  hase  ef 
its  system  of  aiMaeuMa,  that  arc  of  the  tunestiii?  meri* 
dian  paasing  through  Paris  which  is  ooalamsdtetweeB 
the  equator  and  the  North  pole.    It  hw  adspted  tiie 
ten  millionth  part  of  this  arc  as  the  nnit  ef  messuree 
of  length,  calling  it  the  metre,  and  dedneiag  from  it  aH 
its  other  measures  and  weights.    It  hss  taken  aa  ths 
unit  of  superficial  measures  the  arc  or  sqoaze  of  tea 
metres ;  as  the  unit  of  measures  of  capacity,  both  for 
liquids  and  dry  goods,  the  litre^  or  cube  or  fha  teoA 
pert  of  the  metre ;  as  the  unit  of  measures  paitkulailf 
mtended  for  firewood,  the  store,  or  cubic  metre ;  nd 
as  the  unit  of  weight,  the  gramme,  or  abeolute  wsight 
of  a  volume  of  purs  water  in  its  state  of  greateii 
denaity,equa]  to  the  cube  of  the  hundredth  part  of  tke 


The  atandaid  atetrs  is  plaosd  om  a  lod  of  pbtina, 
and  a  kiUogramne  of  platina  (equal  to  a  theuaand 
gnnuaes)  hM  heen.deelared  by  a  law  ctf"  laM  to  be  thf 
slAttdaidofwet^ 
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The  GoTernment  of  the  NethoiAiids  hat  latahr 
adopted  the  Franch  ijatemy  without  material  modin- 
catioo. 

The  eataUiihraent  of  a  standard  of  weight!  and 
measnree,  whidi  thoald  be  deduced  from  an  invaria- 
Ue  type  in  nature,  hae  been  more  than  once  diacaaaed 
in  the  English  Parliament,  hnt  nothing  definitive  has 
yet  been  done  in  it. 

In  the  United  Stages,  although  the  matter  haa  been 
recommended  to  Congress  by  successive  Presidents^ 
no  progress  has  beeii  made  in  determining  upon  a 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  beyond  that  of 
Teceiving  a  report  from  the  first  Secretary  of  State,  Mx. 
Jefferson ;  who  considers  matter,  by  its  mere  extension, 
aa  ftiTni8hin|f  nothing  invariable,  and  its  motion  as  the 
only  remaining  resource.  He  proposes  the  length  of 
a  metallic  rod  which  shall  vibrate  seconds  of  mean 
time  at  the  levd  of  the  ocean,  in  the  forty-fifth  parallel 
of  north  latitude^  aa  the  foundation  of  a  system  of 
MeaauMe  §n  the  United  States.  The  committee  ab- 
stain fron  the  free  quotatiopa  which  they  would  oth- 
erwise make  from  tiiis  report,  on  the  presumption  that 
its  principal  views  are  in  the  memory  of  the  House. 

They  ao  not  know  that  any  attempt  at  a  general 
gelwm  of  weights  and  meaanres  has  of  late  been  made 
in  any  other  country. 

The  efibrta  to  establiah  natural  atandards  sufficiently 
proive  the  sense  entertained  of  their  advantages.  These^ 
mre  strongly  stated  in  the  report  of  a  commission  of  the 
French  Institute,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred 
by  their  Government  **  on  the  meaaurement  of  degrees 
«f  Che  meridian  in  France,  and  on  the  results  which 
h»ve  been  deduced  from  it  for  the  determination  of  the 
hnaiB  of  the  new  system  of  measures." 

•«  It  is  the  esaential  advantage,"  they  say,  '<  of  this 
system,  that  even  if  all  the  standarda  should  be  de- 
■Iroyed  or  annihilated,  leaving  no  other  traee  but  the 
knowledge  thai  one  of  them  was  the  ten-millionth 
pari  of  Oe  quarter  of  the  leneatrial  meridian,  and  the 
oilier  the  qnanti^  of  wnter  taken  in  ita  state  of  greaW 
mt  deoaity^  and  contained  in  the  cube  of  the  tenth 
part  of  the  fint  unity,  the  primitive  value  of  both  might 
h9  yet  noovered.*' 

Of  the  partieular  system  adored  by  France,  they 
ohaerve  **that  ite  parte  are  all  intimately  connected 
vilh  each  other,  all  dependent  npon  the  prtmitive^pe ; 
mmd  its  multiples  and  subdlviaiona  follow  a  progreasion 
which  is  natwralf  simple,  eaaily  nndeietoody  and  alwaya 
viiibrQ,"  Thean  advamtages  weta  held  to  juetUy  the 
nxpfffitaiien  that  the  atandard  eatabliahed  in  France 
iponid  heeome  the  univeiaal  atandard  among  civiliied 
nations. 

But  the  {dan  of  obtaining  an  invariable  atandard 
iroi|:i  natnro  ia  of  no  easy  eiecution.  The  type  of 
codi  a  standard  ahonld  be  equally  aeceasible  to  all  na- 
liona.  Thi«»  indeed,  the  system  is  admitted  to  require. 
But  the  Agun  of  the  earth  ia  irregular  to  obaervation. 
~We  do  not  know  tint  graritatkm  ia  uniform  in  dif> 
/erent  longitodea,  diough  in  the  same  latitude;  nor 
that  tlie  two  hemiapherea  on  each  aide  of  the  equator 
aire  equal  If  the  eatahiishment  of  the  aame  meridian 
be  proposed,  or  for  the  pendulum  the  aame  longitude 
and  latitude,  it  will  follow  that  every  country  but  one 
miuft  verify  ita  standard  in  a  foreign  State*  If  the 
figure  of  the  earth  be  irregular,  the  extent  of  that  part 
of  the  meridional  are  wluch  is  obtained  by  compute^ 
tion  most  be  uncertain ;  and  even  in  aacertaining  the 
part  which  is  submitted  to  actual  meaaurement,. the 
moat  perfect  instruments  and  the  higheat  eiperienee 


haie  left  the  aocnragy  of  auch  aproceaainaomedonblp 
The  improvement  which  haa  lately  been  pr^ioaed  in 
the  use  of  the  pendulum  aeems  likely  to  make  it  more 
sensible,  but  not  more  uniform ;  and  it  is  aingular  thajt 
reapectahle  authoritiea  difier  by  more  than  haU"  an  inch 
(69*100)  aa  to  the  length  of  the  pendulum  which  will 
vibrato  seconda  at  the  same  level,  and  at  the  very  lali* 
tude  (that  of  forty-five)  which  haa  been  propoaed  for 
the  regulating  pendulum.  If,  however,  on  rither  plma, 
a  fixed  proportion  be  eatablished  by  law  between  the 
standard  and  a  natural  type,  the  atandard  itself;  whoee 
name  and  office  imply  immutability,  must  change  with 
every  corrected  estimate  of  the  type  which  is  its  base. 
The  first  atandard  of  the  French  measurea  waa  accord- 
ingly declared  to  be  provisional. 

Whether  standards  derived  from  the  natural  typaa 
which  have  been  proposed  have  all  the  advantagea 
which  have  been  attributed  to  them,  aeema,  therefore, 
to  be  queationable ;  and  the  inconvenienciea  of  change 
are  not  small.  If  a  difference  between  the  measurea 
of  two  neighboring  towns  afibrd  opportunities  for  fraud* 
how  much  greater  must  theae  be  whMi  entirely  new 
meaaures  are  first  introduced  through  a  whole  country  ? 
We  have  reaaon,  from  the  experience  of  France,  to 
think  that  theae  will  be  adopted  alowly  and  imperfectly ; 
partially  in  some  places,  and  in  all  with  the  confusion 
which  resulta  from  retaining  both  the  old  names  and 
the  old  divisions,  and  giving  them  a  new  and  a  double 
meaning.  It  ia  obvious,  in  auch  a  caae,  whatever  ben- 
efits uniformity  and  system  may  give  to  poBteritjr,thAt 
the  present  age  must  pay  no  acanty  price  for  theni. 
The  diffisrence  between  the  weighta  ^d  meaanraa  of 
the  aeveral  provincea  of  France  waa  ae  great,  that  on^ 
formity  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  violent 
innovations.  But  auch  is  not  their  condition  in  the 
United  SUtea. 

The  principal  advantage  of  deducing  a  standard  of 
measure  from  an  invariable  type  in  nature  ia  repre- 
sented to  bf,  that,  in  the  event  of  ita  loaa  or  deatruo* 
tion*  it  may  be  restored  without  variation;  but  the 
proportion  which  either  natural  or  arbitrary  atandaidb 
bear  to  any  object  of  invariable  magnitude*  which  na- 
ture may  be  thoughit  to  funiiah*  may  be  aacertalned 
with  equal  aootunacy ;  the  reatoiatiion  of  either,  theie- 
fors^  muat  be  equaUly  practkahle.  The  old  toiae,  i^ 
though  not  an  aliquot  part  of  the  teneetrial  nciidiaa* 
may  be  aa  well  obmned  aa  the  iuetm*  which  ia  enp- 
peaed  to  be  ao«  by  the  meaaniement  of  a  meridlonri 
arc 

On  the  whale  thacoauDittee  believe  it  beat,  at  leaat 
in  the  oirewnatancee  of  thiaeonntiy,  to  adopt  abaohite 
atandaids,  confiirmed  to  tiie  wieighta  awl  meaaurea 
which  are  in  moat  ganesal  uae  among  im.  If  it  be 
thought  neeeesary  to  psovide  by  law  for  the  lose  of 
theae. alandaida*  the  provisiMi  may  be  formed  on  the 
baaia  of  the  beat  experiment,  and  the  exaetest  sdence 
which  the  country  can>  now  command,  and  without 
change  of  atandsird.  Thia  proviaion  may  be  varied 
whenever  the  advancement  of  acienee  ahall  fiindah  a 

The  committee  will  therefore  oanfine  the  pn^oaala 
which  they  ahall,  auhmit  to  the  Houae  to  the  object  of 
the  firat  plan  propoaed  by  Mr.  Je&raon*  **  to  render 
uniform  and  atable  the  meaausaa  and  weighta  which 
we  already  pnssesa" 

In  pursuance  of  thia  view  they  propoee  that  modela 
of  the  yard*  buahel,  wine  gallon,  and  pound,  auppoaed 
to  conform  to  thoae  in  moat  ooaunon  uae  in  the  United 
States,  ahall  be  made  under  the  diraetion  of  a  comBue- 
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•ion  of  -— ^  penonfl,  to  be  selected  by  the  Preoident 
of  the  United  States,  and,  if  satisfactory  to  Congress, 
that  thej  shall  be  declared  the  standard  yard,  bashel, 
liquid  gallon,  and  pound  of  the  United  States. 

If  these  standards  shall  be  adopted  for  onr  measures, 
the  law  which  will  establish  them  will  determine  how 
greater  or  less  measures  shall  be  formed  from  them. 
There  is  no  Tariety  in  the  composition  of  these  in  the 
different  States,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
no  adequate  motive  for  proposing  a  change;  there 
iiril],  consequently,  be  no  aiffieulty  in  this  regulation. 

As  to  weights,  there  seems  to  be  no  strong  objection 
to  confirming  the  change  which  general  usage  has 
made,  by  giving  up,  as  is  recommended  by  Mr.  Jefier- 
son,  the  pound  and  ounce  troy,  and  the  quarter  and 
drachm  avoirdupois.  The  pound  troy  has  been  long 
disused ;  there  is  no  coin  as  heavy  as  i,  troy  ounce, 
and  no  coin  of  the  United  States  as  heavy  as  an  ounce 
avoirdupois.  The  silver  or  gold  containeid  in  the  larg- 
est coins  is  stated  generally  in  grains,  without  the  use 
of  any  higher  denomination.  In  the  sale  of  drugs  or 
bullion,  indeed,  large  weights  are  necessary ;  but  drugs 
ve  now  sold  by  avoirdupois  weight,  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  pound  and  ounce  troy  will  produce  no 
change  in  the  weights  used  for  bullion  in  the  United 
States,  ai  these  are  now  multiples  of  the  pennyweight 
as  far  as  fnt  thousand.  But  if  it  were  not  so,  neither 
the  mint,  the  banks,  nor  the  merchants  who  deal  with 
them,  can  be  embarrassed  by  employing  in  their  large 
transactions,  not  a  mere  weight,  but  the  common  pound 
and  ounce  of  the  countiy. 

If  we  suppose  the  proportion  between  the  comm<4i 
pound  of  the  United  States  and  the  grain  used  in 
money  and  medicine  to  be  as  1  to  7,000,  we  shall  prob- 
ably not  be  materiallv  wrong.  It  is  the  dSffeience  as- 
certained between  those  weights  in  England,  from 
which  our  weights  were  derived  originally,  and  obser- 
vations made,  as  the  eommittee  believe^  with  great  care, 
at  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  the  result  of  which 
gives  7,000  grains  of  the  weights  of  that  bank  as  equal 
to  the  pound  used  in  the  most  commercial  city  of  the 
United  States,  (New  York.)  Assuming  this  propor- 
tion, it  will  follow  that,  of  weights  that  are  in  use  be- 
low a  pound  avoiidunois,  (if  we  omit  the  drachm  and 
quarter  pound  avoirdupois,  and  the  pound  and  ounce 
troy,)  the  ounce,  the  scruple,  and  the  grain,  are  ali- 
quot parts  of  the  pound ;  the  pennyweight  and  drachm 
■re  not  so;  nor  are  the  drachm,  pennyweight,  scruple, 
or  grain,  aliquot  narts  of  the  ounce.  The  want  of  a 
aeries  in  which  all  the  weights  should  be  multiples  of 
those  which  are  below  them,  and  aliquot  parts  of  those 
above  them,  may  be  inconvenient,  and  is  ceitaioJy  not 
systematic;  but  the  inconvenience  is  not  great.  There 
is  the  same  defect  in  the  coins  in  common  use.  The 
quarters  of  a  dollar  are  not  multiples  of  a  dime,  nor 
the  eighths  multiples  of  a  cent  llie  eighths  of  a  dol- 
lar, indeed,  are  foreign  coins,  but  the  irregularity  is 
found  to  be  of  little  consequence. 

The  committee  think  that  the  defect  in  the  series  of 
weights  can  produce  no  real  embarrassment  if  we  have 
a  uniform  pound,  with  subdivisions  descending  regu- 
larly to  the  sixty-fourth  part  of  the  pound,  or  quarter 
ounce ;  if  we  have  a  uniform  grain,  whidi  is  an  ali- 
quot part  of  the  pound,  (7,00(Hh,)  and  of  the  eighth 
of  the  pound,  or  double  ounce,  and  which  bears  to  the 
ounce  a  proportion  which,  though  expressed  by  a  frac- 
tion, is  represented  and  may  be  ascertained  by  weights 
in  common  nse^  (16  dwts.  6^  grs.,  or  7  drms.  9}  qrs., 
or  487^  gn.)    Small,  however,  as  the  defect  xb^  if  it 


can  be  removed  without  inconvenience,  it  ought  noi  \» 
be  overlooked.  They  know  no  better  plan  for  reawf- 
ing  it  than  that  suggested  by  Mr.  JefiSenon. 

Thii  is  substantially  to  divide  the  pound  into  6,913 
instead  of  7,000  grains,  and  the  oonce  into  18,  insteid 
of  20  pennyweights.  The  grain  would  be  incresitd 
by  this  plan  by  about  If  per  cent;  Che  pmnywe^kl 
by  samewhat  less.  The  eagle  would  oontain  dii«e  lev 
of  the  new  than  of  our  present  grains ;  or,  if  it  woe 
thought  important  that  it  should  contain  the  same  noa- 
ber  of  grains,  its  value  would  be  about  twelve  ceitt 
greater.  In  medicine,  it  may  be  feared  that  Che  knowl- 
edge that  there  was  a  change  might  praduee  some  un- 
easiness in  those  who  could  not  exactly  maAJn^^t^  lie 
extent;  nor  would  it  much  improve  the  system  of 
apothecaries'  weights,  since,  though  it  would  make  the 
grain  an  aliquot  part  of  the  ounce,  neither  the  scrupb 
nor  the  dradim  would  be  so. 

The  committee  think  it  best  that  th«  pound  and  the 
grain,  which  may  be  considered,  for  difierunt  pnrposM, 
as  both  units  of  weight,  should  neither  be  changed  nor 
be  suspected  of  being  so.  They  propose,  thenfera, 
that  the  commission  should  ascertain  the  proportion 
between  the  grain  and  pound,  and  that  the  p^>pifft»Mi 
should  be  maintained  unalterably. 

In  respect  to  the  composition  of  Imgo  wei^ts,  it 
seems  proper  that  the  discordance  belweon  the  net  «f 
the  hundred  and  the  long  hundred,  (or  100  and  lU 
pounds,)  and  their  divisions,  should  be  removed ;  sad 
of  the  two  seto  of  weights,  that  of  the  hundred  poondb, 
and  its  divisions,  is  the  simpler  and  better.  Am  to 
weights  above  the  hundred,  except  the  ton  of  ship- 
ping, they  are  properly  but  the  namfw  of  vesseVi  of 
capacity,  of  no  very  determinate  contents,  and  ought 
not  to  be  recognised  as  weights. 

The  modes  of  measurement  and  the  alhywances  ani 
tares  which  are  used  in  the  diflhrent  Btotee  raquizeeo^ 
rection  as  well  as  the  measures  themaelvea.  The  sub- 
ject was  brought  to  the  view  of  the  House  by  a  repeit 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy,  in  Jaaoary  last;  tat 
in  that  laborious  session  there  was  not  time  to  undsr- 
take  it  It  will  still  be  better  to  defer  the  Pfoviaoni 
which  it  may  require  unUl  they  can  be  included  in  the 
law  which  shall  establish  the  standards. 

In  fixing  standards  of  weighto  and  meneons,  it  wiD 
be  proper  that  Congress  shaU  deteimine  ^  meav 
which  shall  be  em^oyed  for  their  praaervution,  and; 
perhaps,  as  connected  with  this  oljeet,  for  thsir  n^o^ 
ration,  if  they  shall  be  lost;  for  the  disHitalisB  of 
raodeb  with  which  the  weights  and  meaems  cafloyed 
in  commerce  may  be  compared,  and  for  eofacmg  Che 
use  of  such  as  oonespond  wiUi  these  "m^jLi*^ 

The  committee  propose  that  the  atandsid^  shsll  be 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secratary  of  State.  These 
wUl  be  employed  but  rarely  to  verify  Che  modek  whidi 
may  be  issued  under  the  authority  of  Government 
The  law  which  estahliahes  the  standard  wiU  dekenmae 
the  temperature  at  which  it  is  to  be  used. 

The  means  which  may  be  employed  for  the  reston- 
tion  of  the  standards,  if  they  should  be  lost  or  impair- 
ed, are  sufficiently  analogous  to  some  of  those  which 
may  be  used  for  securing  the  accurate  executioD  of 
the  models. -as  well  as  the  weights  and  measurw  in 
common  use,  to  make  it  convenient  to  consider  the 
two  subjects  together.  Indeed,  it  must  be  an  ex- 
travagant fondness  for  system  which  would  lead  uato 
deny  that  the  models,  if  proper  precautions  be  tskea 
to  secure  their  fidelity,  will  probablj  Ihmisfa  a  sufi- 
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iently  conMt  m  well  m  an  9$mj  meui  lor  the  lesto* 
ation  of  the  standerdi,  if  they  should  be  loet. 

The  careful  obeenration  of  the  proportions  which  the 
tandards  of  measure  bear  to  eadi  other,  and  that  of 
be  relatione  which  each  of  these  holds  to  the  dimen- 
ions  of  a  quantity  of  pure  water,  of  a  given  tempera- 
are,  which  ie  equal  to  the  weight  of  a  standard  pound, 
rill  sufficiently  provide  ibr  the  contingent  of  the  loss 
f  any  number  of  these  standards  less  than  the  whole. 
The  committee  propose  that  these  relations  shall  be 
scertained  and  reported  by  the  commission  whose 
ppointment  had  been  already  suggested. 

If  it  be  thought  prudent  to  proTide  ibr  the  contin- 
;eney  of  the  Iom,  at  the  same  time^  of  all  the  standards 
nd  all  the  models  on  which  a  just  reliance  may  be 
laced,  it  may  be  done  by  aeeertaining  the  relation  be- 
green  the  standard  measure  of  length  and  the  second 
«ndulum  and  an  arc  of  the  meridian.  Which  of  theee 
elations  can  be  most  safely  relied  upon  for  the  lesto- 
atiott  of  tha  atandard,  can  be  best  determined  when 
te  Jossshall  occur.  The  deeignation  of  these  relatione 
y  a  commiasion  mav  also  fiicilitate  a  comparieon  with 
lie  meaaures  of  foreign  countries.  The  committee  do 
ot,  howeTor*  recommend  the  difficult  and  coetly  ex- 
edient  of  measuring  a  large  are  of  the  meridian  in  this 
ountiy,  hut  the  commission  may  ascertain  thepro- 
ortion  between  our  standard  and  the  great  are  which 
aM  been  measured  by  the  French  mathematicians^  or 
he  quarter  of  a  meridional  circle  inforred  fiom  it. 
rhcT  can  do  this,  indeed,  only  by  a  comparison  with 
be  French  measures  in  which  the  result  of  Uiat  oper^ 
tlon  has  boen  stated.  The  length  of  a  jpendulum  or 
9d  which  shall  vibrate  seconds  <^  mean  time  is  an  ob- 
ict  of  more  convenient  comparison ;  and  the  commis- 
ion  may  probably  think  it  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
slation  between  this  and  our  standard  of  length  by 
leir  own  oheervatian. 

The  most  accurate  designation  of  the  relation  be* 
vreen  the  etandard  of  length  and  the  pendulum  on  an 
re  of  the  meridian,  cannot  be  expected  to  be  of  any 
irect  service  in  promoting  the  aecora^  of  measures 
t  common  nee.  Gomriderable  variation  is  less  to  be 
pprehended  in  the  models  of  lineal  measure  than  in 
le  other ;  and  the  determination  of  the  proportaons 
Btween  lineal  measuree  and  measures  of  capacity, 
nd  between  both  of  theee  and  weights,  may  have  some 
Sect  in  enabUng  us  to  detect,  without  too  difficult  a 
rocess,  the  delects  of  measures  of  capacity,  and  pos- 
ibly  of  weights,  in  common  use.  For  this  purpose  it 
rooJd,  perhaps^  be  convenient  to  establish,  not  merely 
le  cubical  contents  of  the  common  measures  of  capa- 
ity,  but  to  fix  determinate  forms  for  all  these,  and 
imenaions,  the  correctness  of  which  might  be  ascer- 
dned  by  the  common  measuree  of  length.  What 
lese  forms  should  be  it  would  be  proper  to  leave  to 
le  decision  of  the  commission,  although  the  strangth 
f  the  cylinder,  its  general  use,  and,  according  to  the 
Bnamlaaton  of  the  French  Institute,  the  greater  exact- 
ess  which  may,  in  practice,  be  given  to  that  figure, 
re  strcmg  reasons  for  employing  it. 

The  derignation  of  measures  of  capacity,  the  con- 
»nte  of  wUdi,  if  of  rain  water  of  a  convenient  tem* 
erstore,  would  be  equal  in  weight  to  a  pound,  or  any 
art  or  multiple  of  it,  would  famish  »  test  whidi 
dght  eometimea  be  applied  to  common  weights.  But 

will  be  easier  to  avoid  considerable  variation  in  the 
lodele  €»f  weight  than  of  cubie  measure  ;  and  the  de- 
Taainetion  of  the  weight  of  rain  water  of  a  convenient 
mpermture,  which  ought  to  be  contained  in  the  sevt> 


oral  measuree  of  capacity,  furnishes  a  security  of  easy 
employment  for  the  faimees  of  such  measures. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  models  of  weights  and 
measures,  exactly  compared  with  their  sevenl  stand- 
ards, shall  be  depoeited  in  the  different  States.  To 
prevent  unnecessary  delay,  it  may  be  proper  to  allow 
the  commission  intrusted  with  the  charge  of  preparing 
the  models  which  are  to  be  proposed  as  standards  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  also  a  number  of  models  for  dis- 
tribution. The  committee  think  that  there  should  be 
sent  to  each  State,  to  be  distributed  as  may  be  directed 
by  its  Legislature,  a  number  of  each  of  these  models 
equal  to  the  number  of  members  to  which  the  State  is 
entitled  in  the  House  of  Repreeentativee  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  modeb  of  each  standard  should  be 
deposited  vrilh  the  marahal  of  each  State,  and  vrith 
every  collector  of  customs  throughout  the  United 
States.  To  enable  the  Government  to  make  this  dis- 
tribution, and  to  reeerve  the  number  of  models  which 
it  may  be  proper  that  it  should  have  at  iti  disposition, 
the  committee  propose  that  ^—  of  each  model  should 
be  provided. 

The  committee  are  not  unaware  of  the  difficulty  in 
the  accurate  execution  of  models  of  measure.  There 
are  too  many  memorials  of  this  to  allow  them  to  doubt 
that  it  ie  in  the  province  of  the  artiet  that  the  great 
impedimMit  to  uniform  measures  will  be  found.  They 
beheve,  however,  that  all  the  practical  advantages  it 
uniformity  mav  be  obtained  by  a  degree  of  skill  and 
attention  whkh  it  is  not  unreaoonable  to  expect. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  propose 
any  penal  provisions  for  enforcmg  the  use  of  the 
standards  which  may  be  established  by  Congress.  The 
oonetant  intecferenee  which  such  provisions  would 
imply  with  the  minuteet  and  most  fiequent  tranaae* 
tions  of  society  might  be  justified  by  the  words,  but, 
unless  they  shall  be  found  indispensable,  would  ill 
comport  with  the  general  spirit  and  character  of  the 
Conetitution.  It  was  right  that  thero  should  be  a 
provision  for  uniform  standards  of  meaaures  and 
weights  as  of  coins  throughout  the  United  States* 
The  only  auUiori^  capable  of  establishing  theee  was 
the  General  Government.  But  the  ppwer  of  enforcing 
the  uee  of  measuree  and  weights  which  shall  conform 
to  theee  standards  may  be  meet  conveniently  and  ef- 
foctnally  exercised  by  the  State  authorities.  The  laws 
of  many,  and  perhane  most  of  the  States,  aro  adequate 
to  this  purpose  without  much  amendment.  But,  to 
admit  of  amendments  where  they  may  be  necieesarv, 
it  msy  be  well,  if  Congress  shall  approve  the  standaraa 
proposed,  that  it  ahould  determine  on  a  more  distant 
dsy  than  would  otherwise  be  proper,  after  which  no 
other  weighte  and  measuiee  than  ench  as  oonfoim  to 
theee  standaids  should  be  eeteemed  legaL  For  the 
execution  of  contracts  made  befora  that  day  in  States 
whose  legal  weighte  and  meesures  have  been  diflwent 
fipom  theee  which  shall  be  prseeribed  by  Congress,  a 
table  of  eqnivalenta  between  the  new  and  old  weights 
and  meaanrss  must  be  formed;  or,  in  this  class  of 
eases,  csmparativeiy  fow,  and  which  will  every  day 
beeeme  fower,  the  old  onee  may  continue  to  be  need 
vrithottt  ineonvenisnoe. 

Thero  does  not,  however,  appear  to  the  committee 
to  be  any  oljection  to  the  employment  of  the  models 
of  weight  and  meaanre  (as  soon  as  the  standards 
shaU  have  been  mtablished)  in  all  the  casee  in  which 
the  Govenment  is  a  party,  either  in  salee  or  pnr- 
chasee,  or  the  collection  of  duties.  In  old  conteaet% 
the  same  provision  mnst  apply  to  the  Goverunent, 
and  to  any  other  per^* 
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Tb«  committee  are  leitiAble  htm  large  a  part  of 
their  report  ee&a&its  rather  in  ohjeetioiia  to  the  plant 
of  others  than  in  the  recommeiidatien  and  derelop- 
ment  of  their  own.  Thej  propoie,  indeed,  that  Kttte 
■hould  be  done ;  that  itandards  eonlcmBed  to  dioae  in 
meet  comoMn  tiae  among  ns  ahoald  be  aecnrately 
made,  and  caiefnQj  preferred  at  the  Seat  of  Oorem- 
ment ;  that  correct  modeh  shonld  be  placed  in  the  dif> 
ferent  diitricta  of  the  conntrj ;  and  that  the  propor- 
tiona  and  ri»lalSon«  between  tiieee  thould  be  aacer- 
tajned* 

The  oMttmitlee  have  diteeted  ibeir  chairman  to 
moire  the  leeolationa  which  will  be  neceeaaiy  to  cany 
iMia  effect  the  ptopoeria  contained  in  dieir  report. 

Ruoked  by  ike  Senate  and  Hout  tfBiiprminiaNmt 
of  the  VniUa  Stake  ^  Amerien^  in  Cot^rem  amem 
Ski,  That  the  PieaideDt  abali  be  anthorind  to  appoint 
A  comnuMion  of  ^^-*-  penona,  lor  the  porpeee  of  car- 
rying into  eibet  the  fimwiag  reaoinlions : 

BemheAt  That  the  eeaHnimion  eo  appointed  diaU 
cause  to  be  traced  on  a  rod  (of  whaterer  metal  they 
dmU  deem  heat  adapted  to  thapoffpaaa)  the  yaid  moa- 
aora^  which  is  in  meet  oommon  nsa  tfaraogfaovt  the 
UlBMdBtalsi. 

That  the  eommiasion  shaM  cmm  Io  be 
(of  Whatover  malarial  and  shapa  thay  shnll 
best  adaplad  to  the  purpoae)  ii  vasael^  friuiaa  «•& 
pamty  shall  be  the  name  as  that  of  thehwhatinveat 
common  noa  Unanghmrt  the  United  atataa. 

Beeahed,  That  the  oonmusaian  ahaU  cansa  «a  be 
mide  (of  whatever  sMterial  and  innn  they  shall  deem 
beat  adapted  to  the  pnrpoae)  a  teaaal^  whoae  eapadiy 
Aatt  be  the  aaaM  as  that  of  the  wine  gaUan  in  moat 
oemmon  use  in  the  United  States. 

MeeOved,  That  the  tmmmtnm  ahaU  caoM  tnbe 
mada(ofwhala»m  metal  they  shall  deem  meet  adviaa^ 
hia)  a  pannd  avohdnpoia,  of  the  weight  etthat  which 
is  in  meat  common  oae  throoghont  the  Unilad  Stmas. 

Meeahedi  That  th*  commismen  shall  eaose  axpmi- 
menta  to  be  made,  under  their  diieetbny  to  aadertain 
with  the  ntmoat  exactneas  whioh  the  atate  of  acienea 
mniia,  the  praportien  which  the  ywd  meaawa  of  thn 
Unitod  Statea  beam  to  the  length  of  a  pandnlnm,  vi- 
biathif  seeoida  of  mean  time,  at  the  level  of  the  om, 
and  aa  the  plaioo  and  temperatme  at  which  th^  shaM 
it  mast^  advisiUe  that  the  eneriment  ahall  bo 


That  the  eommiaMon 
whiehthis  yard  haemtoan  aroof  thalarw 


thn  Naith  psjK  aooeiduig  to  tha 

wemanta  which  have,  been  nude  of  degnia  nf  a  mnri* 

didMdciicl4»  and  tha  best  ^^HMmHI  iKJapaNiiuai  ul 

ansnro* 

JiamkediTba^  the  oammissfon  dmU  cmma  to  ho 
aicerlained  the  number  of  cuUoal  Inchaa  eontaiimd  in 
thn  hlMhel  of  the  United  Stntea,  and  the  dimenmona 
ind  iermsof  vaMeb  of  e^nal  capacity  to  each  boihel, 
and  to  the  hal^  imrth,  eighth,  thirtyvsaaand,  and 
sK^Mirth  parte  theieo^  to  which  thn  coBtmon 
suree  of  length  may  be  conveniently  applind«  to 
tain  anch  capacity* 

JIamlMd;  That  the  osmmimien  ahaU  canaa  to  be 
aieertaiiied  the  weight  of  rain  walei^  at  any  tempara- 
tme  which  they  may  deem  it  moat  advisable  to  use, 
which  would  be  contained  in  the  bnshel  of  the  United 


the  vrine  gallon  of  tha  United  StatM,  end  da  dan. 
sions  and  forms  of  vessels  of  eqnsl  dptdly  to  nA 
gallon,  and  to  the  fourth,  eighth,  md  nxtnothpoti 
diereo^  to  which  the  common  meaiam  of  logth  nif 
be  conveniendy  applied,  to  sscertafai  tech  apiciiy. 

iUeohfed,  Thai  the  comnrisrion  ibfl  ease  to  k 
ascertained  the  weight  of  rain  water,  t(  u;  tnpoii 
tore  they  may  deem  it  expedient  to  eoplof,  vbU 
would  be  contained  in  the  vrine  galfon  of  tlM  DM 
States. 

Beeahedf  l%at  the  oonrnnsrion  dni  cam  to  h 
ascertained  the  number  of  cubied  inc&Mof  dUM 
water,  at'any  temperature  thty  maj  dim  itaoa  «!• 
vimble  to  nee,  the  weight  of  whithMti«{ttf  n 
the  pennd  of  the  United  Statss. 

leamibMl,  That  tha  omnmWM  dal  nmtote 
aaatitained  Hm  ifeopoHlttn  betwemhi|iitioftli 
United  Statea  and  the  grain  empfefid  hiiilM 
modieiaea  and  the  ptadoua  metala. 

JTliudberf,  That  tha  odmmMsn  ihdlfiuitoh 
prapared  a  number  of  tha  models  ef  ihi  jniMdi 
wine  gaUon,  mkl  pounds  net  eicesAif  — -cfefth^ 
of  tha  ftrm  and  matariil  which  any  temtmit- 
ninnt  lar  dhiribntiaB   a^  n'm  iHti  te 


JKcwM^  That  the  commlaiion  ahall  cauae  to  be 
aacertained  the  number  of  cubical  inabaaoantaittodin 


ffiBMINOLB  WAB. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  again  took  op,  in  Cofflmiilee  of  tke 
Whole,  the  report  of  the  Milittry  Comaitin, 
OD  the  aabject  of  the  SemiDoie  war. 

Mr.  B4BBOI7B,  of  Virginia,  rose,  aad  addrened 
the  Comniuee,  na  follows : 

Mr.  (^ntrnnn,  it  waa  my  vitb  to  kin  idr 
dreaaad  the  Committne  at  an  ehriiet  period  of  the 
debate,  but  I  have  not  been  ao  fortanaie « to  get 
the  floor.  Theaubject  under comtdeiatioDBMC 
whieh  baa  ezeitad  moeb  intercit  ie  this  Houejis 
well  as  io  the  naiioo.  I  have  bestowed  spot  m 
that  refleetion  whieh  waa  due  to  itsimporttoM:! 
feel  a  disposition  to  aiAte  the  eoaeionoBt  te  wtiet 
I  have  anrtved,and  the  eoofse  effessaaiaf  wlua 
haa  eondoeted  me  to  them.  I  feel  thit  uw 
under  great  diandvaingca  in  foHoiHiiggeBtMia| 
whoee  eloquent  nod  pothetieappeib  hatre  dw« 
th«  fedinga  and  eommaiided  the  atftnm  or J^ 
Committee;  whfbl,  on  my  part,  I  btTeDOtmo^ 
to  offer  them  hot  the  plainest  kind  of  tfpB«o^ 
consiating  of  a  statement  of  the  ^^.^ 
principles  of  public  and  CooitiiQCio&iI  hwm^ 
apply  to  iL  I  feel  another  disidftBtige'  ^ 
tlemen  who  have  gone  before  "■•^"l  jjlj 
sarily  anticipated  some  of  the  poiott  wa/eA  i  u 
intended  to  discuss.  Io  presenting  af  ^i^*>  *^^ 
in  contiooicy.  I  mast  uaavoidabif  leent  to  w 
topics  which  have  been  already  loeehedQ^^  >  ^ 
I  will  proffliae^  ae  fiu  aa  Urn  able,  w)N&»».*r 
be  the  eaae,  to  avoid  the  tedium  of  ip^!^ 
tion,  and  to  eodearor  to  preaeat  them  »  f!||*  .„. 
point  of  light,  and  with  aome  varietf  of  iUu«> 
Uon.  I  wUi,  however,  without  further  p»eftc«« 
apology,  proceed  at  onee  to  the  ajg«iB«»J*   ^ 

This  subject  aeems  to  me  to  present  \Mt»^ 
tmat  qoeationa  to  onr  coaaideratioa:  Ui»yt!^^ 
priety  of  marching  the  Army  of  the  CJaued  sb>»^ 
aeroaa  the  Fiori£t  line  s  2dly,  the  I^'^ 
the  oeeopadoa  of  tha  Spanish  posu  ^f^,^^ 
and  Peaaacola,  and  the  ^raaeet;  m  ^wifi  *" 
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trial  md  extetitioii  ol  ArbutiMot  and  Attbritler* 
These  ire  the  qoesiioos  which,  it  seems  to  mo^ 
we  are  ealled  upoa  to  decide,  and  this  the  nata- 
lal  aod  coBseoative  order  io  which  Ihey  presant 
themselves,  filaeh  of  these  questions,  loo,  as  had 
been  jastljr  remarked  by  the  Speaker  in  an  ear  if 
part  of  the  debate,  p«.esents  itself  la  a  two-fold 
aspect — 1st,  as  between  our  own  and  a  foreign 
GoTernmeot;  and,  3dly,  as  between  oar  QoTern- 
mcDt  aod  its  officers.  First,  then,  as  between 
the  Government  ojf  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
had  we  a  right  to  march  oor  armies  across  the 
FJorida  line?  1  shall  endeavor  to  prove  that  we 
had.  There  would  be  no  sort  of  dimcolt|r  in  this 
question,  if  it  were  the  case  of  a  nation  confese- 
edly  sovereign  and  independent.  That  one  na- 
tion when  at  war  with  another,  has  a  right  to  par** 
sue  that  other  into  its  own  territory,  I  am  pet« 
suaded  no  member  of  the  Committee,  would  qoes* 
tioo ;  aod  I  abali,  therefore,  take  ii  for  granted, 
as  one  of  those  principles  which)  in  pablic  lawi 
have  become  aaiom$i  but  the  difficulty  arises 
from  the  anomalous  character  of  the  Indian  tribes. 
Gentlemen  have  gone  much  into  the  diseassion 
apon  the  qnesiioa,  whether  they  are  or  are  not 
sovereign.  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  conlfoversy 
about  words ;  I  care  not  whether  they  are  called 
sovereign,  demi-sovereian,  or  by  what  other  name 
they  are  designated.  I  shall  attempt  to  deine 
their  character  by  some  of  the  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty which  belong  to  themi  or  which  at  leaat 
they  have  been  in  the  habitual  practice  of  exer* 
cisiog.  One  of  the  criteria  of  sovereijgaty  which 
has  been  adopted  by  MarUnM^  a  writer  of  some 
celebrity  on  public  law,  is  this: 

**  Thai  a  naltoa  is  goveraed  by  its  own  laws^  and 
acknewlsdgea  no  Isfklatm  superior  on  earth;  (hoogh 
then  are  certain  Umitatkias  or  veslrtetioiis  en  itaaov* 
ereignty,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  if  ii  posssss  Ihk  at* 
tribute,  it  is  sovereign ;  and  ezamplos  are  given  ef 
States,  which,  though  under  treaties  of  aHianf,e,  of 
protection,  and  even  of  vassalage^  are  nevertheless  coup 
■idered  sovermgn.^ 

If  the  character  of  the  Indian  tribea  be  tried  by 
this  sUndard,  1  believe  they  will  be  able  to  sus- 
tain their  claim  to  sovereignty.  Troe,  it  i%  they 
bare  no  regular  Icffisiative  budy  and  no  code  of 
written  laws,  bat  taey  have  customs  and  maxims, 
which  may  oe  considered  as  a  sort  of  common 
law  amoag  ihom'-*which  have  been  adopted 
either  by  express  eoo«eat  or  tacit  acquieseence— 
which  have  been  coosecrated  by  time,  aod  handed 
down  from  one  generation  to  another  by  tradt* 
Ctooary  biatorys  by  these  maxims  and  costotna 
are  they  governed,  without  any  legislative  supe- 
rior, though  we  claim  a  right  of  regalaiing  their 
trade,  and  a  kind  of  pre-emptive  right  of  pur- 
chasing their  lands;  yet  I  have  never  heard  that 
vre  pretended  to  any  right  of  legislating  for  them, 
or  interfering  in  their  interior  concerns,  in  the 
admiuistration  of  justice  or  otherwise.  But  there 
14  another  distinguishing  and  characteristic  atlri- 
t>ate  of  sovereignty  which  bebngs  to  themi  and 
srhich  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  thiscouatry 
:  liey  hare  exercised-*I  mean  that  of  makiag  war. 
17  his  bears  directly  upon  the  present  ^aettion. 


If  they  have  a  right  of  making  war,  they  hare  a 
right  to  make  it  against  whom  they  please,  and 
they  have  chosen  to  make  it  agaioRt  us.  Hare 
we  not  a  right  to  defend  ourselves  against  them? 
Yes,  sir,  and  I  will  point  you  to  the  source  from 
which  we  derive  it.  The  principle  of  self-defence 
is  a  part  of  the  instinct  of  our  nature ;  ^  not  writ- 
tea  oa  the  heart  by  precept,  but  engraven  by  des- 
tiny ;  not  instilled  by  education,  but  infused  at 
our  nativity ;"  it  belongs  to  us,  as  tndiriduals,  in 
a  state  of  nature ;  we  carry  it  with  us  when  we 
form  societies^hich  are  only  amrcgatiOns  of 
indiriduals.  We  thea  hare  a  riffht  to  defend 
ourselves  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  Bat 
they  reside  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  on  kinds 
to  which  they  hare  at  leaat  the  title  of  ooca- 

Siacy,  but  within  the  jorisdiotionai  limits  of 
pain ;  from  thence  they  make  their  inouniaas 
against  ua,  aad,  baring  committed  their  derasla« 
tioes  aod  motders,  repass  the  Florida  liae.  Shall 
we  cease  to  pursue  them  when  we  reach  that  iiaef 
Is  there  aay  principle  of  national  laW  #hieh  tells 
us  that,  in  oOr  narsuit,  thoa  far  we  ahall  go  aad 
no  farther  1  If  these  questions  must  be  aasweied 
in  the  affirmatire^  thea  is  the  right  of  aslMefence 
a  mere  saockery ;  thea,  indeed,  are  we  ia  the  ^* 
oatioa  of  a  man  against  whom  a  ferocious  wild 
beast  is  let  loose,  and  who,  bound  hand  aad  tbat, 
is  cutoff  from  the  means  of  destroying  him. 

If  it  should  be  aaid  that  Spain  it  bound  bf 
treaty  to  restrain  them,  let  it  be  remembered  that» 
there  was  a  time  when  there  was  no  treaty.  At 
that  time  it  wiU  not  be  pretended  thai  Spain  was 
respoaaiUe  for  their  acts,  of  hostility;  they  are 
not  her  snlgects,  but  a.  commanity,  as  has  beea 
shown,  sorereisii  in  its  character,  though  subject 
to  some  limitaSons.  At  the  time,  then,  which  I 
hare  spokea  of,  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
if  the  Semiaole  Indians  had  invaded  the  United 
States,  and  we  had  no  right  to  pursoe  them  into 
the  territory  which  they  occupied,  we  should 
hare  presented  the  singular  situation  of  a  people 
invaded,  whilst  the  invaders  themselves,  bjr  reason 
of  their  situation  within  the  tcfritorial  limits  of 
another  Power,  were  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
arms,  and  yet  that  other  Powar  not  respeosshle 
for  their  acts.  Before  the  treaty,  then,  we  ahaald 
hare  had  a  ri^ht  to  hare  croaaed  the  line ;  if  so, 
it  eanaot  require  aigoment  to  prora  that  a  treaty,. 
made  with  a  riew  to  increase  oar  seearity,  to 
make  another  naiioa  a  guarantee  to  that  aeenrity, 
caanot  hare  the  effect  of  abrogating  the  great  ia- 
herent  rights,  which  we  before  possessed,  of  do* 
fending  ourselres. 

I  think,  sir,  I  hare  bow  safficiently  shown  that, 
as  it  respects  Spain,  we  had  a  right  to  cross  the 
line;  but,  as  there  is  another  and  a  distinct  pria* 
cipie  upon  which  it  may  be  justified,  I  will  brieily 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  it.  With- 
out meaning  to  make  a  literal  quotation,  I  refer 
them  to  Vattel,  b.  3,  c.  7,  s.  133,  for  the  principle 
which  I  now  adrance :  "  That,  if  a  neighboring 
'  nation  afford  to  a  defeated  enemy  a  retreat— al- 
'  low  him  time  to  reeorer,  and  watch  a  farorable 
'  opportunity  to  make  a  second  atuck  upon  the 
^  territory  oi  one  of  the  belligerents— *it  is  not  only 
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'  &  breach  of  neatialitf^  bat  it  gives  the  bellice- 
*  rent  a  right  to  enter  his  territory  in  quest  of  his 
<  enemy^  nod  thus  to  make  it  the  scene  of  war." 
Now,  sir,  I  think  that  the  eTidenee  before  us 
abondantl?  makes  out  tbe  case  which  has  jnst 
been  stated.  If  this  be  so,  then  tbere  is  a  clear 
justification,  even  supposing  tbat  the  Indians  did 
not  occupjr  the  territory,  and  that  they  had  no 
sort  of  claim  to  it.  Upon  this  point,  then,  I  ten- 
der to  gentlemen  this  dilemma,  from  which  it 
seems  to  me  there  is  no  escape.  If  it  be  consid- 
ered the  tenitory  of  Indians,  then  we  rightfully 
passed  into  it  upon  the  principles  which  I  first 
advanced.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  regarded  as 
the  territory  of  Spain,  then  we  rightfnUy  passed 
Into  it,  upon  the  ground  of  the  breach  of  her  neu- 
trality, in  the  countenance  and  aid  given  to  our 
defeated  enemy,  and  the  consequent  right  which 
belonged  to  us,  as  a  belligerent,  to  pursue  that  de« 
feated  enemy  into  the  territory  of  a  Power  giving 
that  countenance  and  aid. 

I  have  finished  my  view  of  the  question,  as  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  and 
Spain,  and  will  now  uke  up  the  other  aspect  of 
the  same  question,  as  between  our  Qovernment 
and  its  officers.  I  will  attempt  to  show,  that  there 
is  as  little  doubt  upon  the  subject  in  this  point  of 
view  as  in  the  one  which  I  have  just  closed. 
The  Seminole  Indians  had  passed  the  line;  had 
plundered  the  property,  aod  shed  the  blood  of  our 
citizens;  they  had  invaded  us;  the  war  upon  our 
part,  then,  was  a  defensive  one.  The  whole  evi- 
dence upon  the  subject  being  before  the  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  not  detain  them  with  the  tedious  pro- 
cess of  referring  to  it  in  detail ;  those  facts  which 
I  think  are  proven,  I  shall  refer  to  them  as  such, 
and  shall  assume  them  as  the  basis  of  my  argu- 
ment. As  to  the  crimination  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  that  our  citizens  committed  the  first 
outrages,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  is  not  the  fact, 
and  that  the  war  was  as  just  as  it  was  defensive 
on  our  part.  I  shall  forbear,  however,  to  trouble 
the  Committee  with  any  remarks  upon  that  sub- 
ject, because,  whatever  may  have  led  to  it,  it  was 
a  defensive  war  in  fact,  inasmuch  as  we  took  up 
arms  to  repel  an  attack  which  had  been  made 
upon  us. 

Considering  the  Question  in  this  point  of  view, 
the  Committee  will  even  anticipate  me,  in  as* 
signing  the  reason  why  no  declaration  of  war  by 
Congress  was  necessary ;  it  is  of  the  nature  of 
defensive  wars  not  to  reouire  a  declaration,  though 
nations  sometimes  publish  a  eounter^manifesto, 
setting  forth  the  justice  of  their  cause,  with  a 
view  to  interest  other  Powers  in  their  favor ;  yet, 
the  moment  war  is  made  against  them,  that  mo- 
ment they  prepare  to  repel  it,  and,  in  so  doing, 
they  are  warranted  hf  all  the  writers  on  public 
law,  and  the  eternal  principle  of  self-defence.  Ac- 
cordingly, Congress,  by  an  act  passed  in  1795, 
have  emoowered  the  President,  whenever  the 
United  States  are  invaded,  or  even  in  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  to  call  out  the  militia  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  it.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Jobnbon)  had  called  this  a  per- 
petual declaration  of  war— with  a  slight  varia- 


tleii  of  terms,  he  was  correct— it  wist  perpetnl 
declaration  of  a  readiness  for  self  defeDee,udt 
perpetual  authority  to  the  President,  is  theeTeat 
eitlMr  of  actual  invasion,  or  iminiDeBtiltDgerii 
it,  to  call  the  physical  force  of  the  coootry  totlie 
field,  to  repel  it.  This  law  is  tbe  resoltof  t)^ 
obvious  truth,  that,  if  it  had  been  neeesarr.u 
case  of  invasion,  to  assemble  Congress,  tbe  Uoh 
ted  States  might  be  ravaged  and  dnohted  before 
that  could  be  done,  and  the  proper  frreptratioos 
for  defence  be  made.  The  army,  tbeo,  vis  eon* 
stitutionally  and  legally  called  into  tbe  field  it 
repel  an  Indian  invasion;  having drirea the eB^ 
my  to  tbe  line,  must  it  stop  tbere?  Ibareaoti- 
cipated  the  answer  to  this  qoestios  in  i  former 
part  of  my  argument.  I  will  enforce  the  iiet 
which  I  have  already  maintained,  bpee  or  tvo 
additional  remarks.  If  we  retire  from  the  line, 
if  the  Indians  perceive  that  that  eoostitotes  u 
insuperable  barrier  to  our  pursuit,  theresolt  will 
be,  that  either  we  must  keep  a  force  perpetnlif 
on  the  line,  or,  whenever  we  retire  from  tbe  por- 
suit,  they  will  renew  their  inennions  iito  oar 
country ;  we  may  pursue  them  agtin  to  the  line, 
again  thev  will  retreat  across  it;  tbos  will  tbef 
be  inviteil  to  a  continual  repetition  of  their  du- 
ing  outrages,  and  thus,  upon  erery  nev  retire* 
ment  of  our  army,  will  the  tideof  innsiootgiii 
be  rolled  upon  our  territory,  and  our  frontier  be 
converted  into  a  desert  bv  the  derastttion  of  oor 
property,  and  the  in  discriminate  massacre  of  onr 
citizens. 

I  coma  now,  in  the  order  of  my  ar((tiDent,  to 
the  second  question ;  that  is,  the  propriety  of  tbe 
occupation  of  tbe  Spanish  posts  ot  St.  Marks  ud 
Pensaeola,  and  the  fortress  of  Baiancns;  and, 
first,  ita  propriety  as  between  Spain  and  the  Unn 
ted  States ;  and  here,  sir,  at  the  tbresboid,  I  yiD 
lay  down  a  principle,  the  correctness  of  whieM 
presume,  will  not  be  questioned— it  is  this:  That, 
as  it  regards  Spain,  if  any  act  sball  bare  beeo 
commict^  which  amounts  to  war^  it  is  to  be  cos* 
sidered  a  public  war ;  regularly  carried  on  bj  (be 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  dii- 
ferent  powers  which  constitute  tbe  whole  mv' 
of  sovereignty,  originally  resident  in  a  nawn, 
may  be  separated  or  limited  according  tom^> 
in  conformity  with  this  Idea,  in  tbe  distri^uoo 
of  power,  the  Constitution  of  tbe  VnmSHi^ 
has  assigned  to  Congress  thatof  makiflf^f*!:  ^ 
the  President  shall  ever  encroach  opM^^V^^J 
sUtntioaal  power  of  Congress,  either  ^f^P^^^fl 
without  a  previous  deeCiration  io  «■  <»*"";; 
war,  or  in  the  proseeution  of  a  defeaaf « one,  o) 
committing  any  act  of  hostility  wbicbtDay  ^^^ 
to  war  against  a  neutral  nation,  anjr  qoes^^ 
which  may  arise  out  of  such  a  ^io^^^^j /vZ 
ConstituUon,  will  be  between  himself  m^ 
gress.  But,  surely,  it  cannot  be  coopetent  lor  i 
foreign  Power  to  open  our  Conslitadon,con«r" 
it  for  us,  define  the  distribution  of  tbe  povai» 
sovereignty  among  the  respective  <^*P"""2S«i 
our  Government,  and  object  that  tbe  i^^ 
has  impinged  upon  the  sphere  of  Congre^^ 
jurisdiction.  No,  sir ;  as  between  as  toji  ^P' 
admittittf^  for  the  present,  that  what  bai  ^ 
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done  •mounto  to  war,  It  19  to  b^  eonsiderid  and 
treated  as  a  paUie  war  daly  declared  by  ibe 
proper  amhority,  and  therefore  to  be  followed  by 
ail  the  ooDteqaences  which  flow  from  ooe  of  that 
character.  Anoming  this,  then,  as  a  principle, 
the  United  States,  as  a  Government,  will  stand 
justified,  if  we  had  just  cause  of  war  against 
Spain.  Now,  without  recurring  to  ancient.griev- 
ancee,  whieh  bare  long  been  the  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation between  the  two  nations,  I  think,  sir, 
there  are  two  palpable  causes  of  war  of  recent 
date;  the  first  is,  the  riolation  of  her  neutralitr 
during  and  immediateljr  after  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  sufierti^  her  territory,  as  well 
as  forts  erected  on  it,  to  be  made  use  of  by  our 
enemMB,  to  our  great  annoyance;,  the  second  is  a 
riolation  of  a  posttire  treaty  stipulation,  in  not 
only  not  restraining  Indian  hostilities,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  in  giring  them  countenance  and  aid. 
It  does  not  require  a  reference  to  books  to  prove 
that  a  violation  of  neutrality  is  cause  of  war ; 
eqaaliy  plain  is  the  proposition,  that  the  viola- 
tion of  a  treaty  stipalajtion  is  so  too.  It  rests 
upon  this  obvious  principle,  that  a  positive  stipu* 
lation  in  a  treaty  imposes  a  perfect  obligation  on 
one  partr,  and  consequently  vests  a  peimt  right 
in  the  other ;  for  right  aod  obligation  are  always 
correlative.  Now,  the  violation  of  a  perfect  right 
is  on  all  hands  considered  as  legitimate  cause  of 


But  it  wilt  perhaps  be  said,  that  before  we  pro« 
ceeded,  we  ought  at  least  to  have  made  a  demand 
upon  Spain,  and  not  to  have  resorted  to  force 
antil  she  hail  either  refused  or  failed  to  comply 
with  that  demand.    If  gentlemen  will  look  into 
the  books  on  public  law,  they  will  find  many  pre* 
liminary  steps  recommended,  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, before  a  resort  to  the  ultima  ratio.    First, 
it  in  said  there  are  even  oases  in  which,  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  we  mar  renounce  our  right,  and 
prudence  consists  in  knowing  them:  it  needed 
not  the  authority  of  Vattcl  to  give  us  this  infor* 
mation.    Then  it  is  advised  to  have  recourse, 
first,  to  negotiation,  next  to  mediation,  and  then 
to  arbitration.    But  the  same  author  tells  us— 
1  mean  to  give  the  sense,  though  it  is  not  far  from 
a  literal  quotation—that  it  is  not  always  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  authorize  the  having  r^coorse  to 
arms^  that  all  the  methods  of  reconciliation  have 
been  rejected.    It  is  sufiLcient  that  there  is  the 
utmost  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  will  not 
enter  into  these  measures  with  sincerity ;  that 
the  issoe  of  them  would  not  be  happy,  m.    (See 
Yattel,  p.  348.)    Dj9es  any  member  of  the  Uom* 
xniitee  doubt  that  this  would  have  been  the  case 
'vritb  Spain  1    If  there  be  one  who  does,  I  refer 
bim  to  oar  long-continned  negotiation  with  Spain, 
in  which  she  has  evaded  doing  us  justice;  to  the 
Tact,  that,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
JUD,  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  committed 
oj>en  viohttions  of  neutrality;  that,  after  the  ter- 
miaation  of  that  war,  they  permitted  a  fort  to 
eontinoe,  garrisoned  by  negroes  and  Indians,  to 
our  great  annoyance ;  that  they  have^in  the  Sem- 
isole  war,  given  countenance  and  aid,  as  I  shall 
liereafter  particularly  show,  to  the  very  Indians, 
15th  Con.  8d  Sess.— 25 


whom  they  were  bound,  hj  treaty  to  restrain. 
These  circumstances  prove,  incontestably,  to  my 
mind,  that  it  would  have  been  utterly  in  vatn  to 
make  any  attempt  at  negotiation,  and,  indeed, 
make  out  the  very  case  stated  in  Yattel,  in  which 
we  would  have  a  right  to  strike  at  once ;  and,  if 
we  had  chosen,  would  have  justified  us  in  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  who,  in 
1741,  published  his  manifesto  in  Silesia,  at  the 
head  of  sixty  thousand  men  ;  for  this,  says  Yat- 
tel, as  he  might  have  bad  good  reasons,  he  was 
not  accountable,  according  to  the  voluntary  law 
of  nations.  For  what  we  have  done — I  will  add, 
and  even  if  we  had  gone  much  further — ^as  we 
not  only  might  have  had,  but  actually  had  the 
very  best  reasons,  we  are  not  accountable,  either 
according  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nations,  which 
regulates  our  external  rights  and  obligations  with 
other  nations,  or  according  to  the  necessary  law 
of  nations,  which  binds  our  conscience  only. 

But  now  the  ooestion  presents  itself  whether 
the  occupation  of  these  posts  is  justifiable,  as  be- 
tween the  officer  and  the  Government  of  his  coun- 
try ?  The  answer  to  this  question  requires  that 
we  take  a  closer  view  of  the  character  of  the 
war,  and  the  circumstances  attending  its  prose- 
cution. The  facts  in  relation  to  St.  Alarks  are 
substantially  these:  That  the  commandant  of  that 
poa  had  supplied  the  Indians  with  monitions  of 
war ;  that  SfuiDisb  storehouses  were  appropriated 
to  their  use,  and  filled  with  goods  belonging  to 
them ;  that  the  commandant  permitted  councils 
of  war  to  be  held  by  the  chiets  in  his  own  quar- 
ters; and,  finally,  that  the  commanding  General 
had  been  informed  tba^t  the  Indians  and  negroes 
had  demanded  a  surrender  of  the  post,  and  it  wias 
apprehended  that  the  garrison  was  too  weak  to 
maintain  it.  ^lo  relation  to  Peosacola,  these  are 
substantially  the  facts:  That  Indians  were  ad- 
mitted into  that  place  by  the  Governor;  that 
many  Indians  who  were  known  to  be  hostile,  and 
had  just  escaped  from  the  pursuit  of  our  army, 
were  in  Pensacola  on  the  15ih  of  April ;  thai  the 
Indians  were  furnished  with  ammunition  and 
supplies,  and  received  intelligence  of  our  move- 
ments from  that  place ;  that  eighteen  of  our  citi- 
zens, who  lived  upon  the  Alabama,  were  mur- 
dered by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  were  received 
by  the  Governor,  and  by  him  transported  across 
the  bay,  that  they  mi^ht  evade  our  pursuit ;  a^d, 
finally,  the  commanding  General  received  a  gio- 
test  from  the  Governor,  ordering  him  to  quit^j^ 
territory  of  Florida,  or  that  he  would  repel  force 
by  force.  Now,  sir,  whether  the  occupation  of 
these  posts  be  justified  or  not,  between  the  officer 
and  his  Government,  depends  upon  the  light  in 
which  we  view  the  transaction.  If,  under  the 
circumstances  which  have  been  mentioned,  the 
act  be  not  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  neutral 
nations,  or,  if  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities be  such  as  to  make  them  associates  in 
the  war,  and  thus  to  identify  them  with  the  In- 
dians— in  either  of  these  points  of  view  the  occu- 
pation would  be  justifiable;  in  the  first,  because 
It  would  not  be  an  act  of  hostility ;  in  the  second, 
because,  though  an  act  of  hostility,  it  required  no 
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declartttioo  of  wtr  \  ^  for  every  associate  of  my 
'  eoemy  is,  indeed,  himself  my  enemy  f*  and 
'  whatever  rights  war  ^tves  me  against  my  prin- 

*  eipal  enemy,  the  like  it  gires  me  acaiost  all  his 

*  associates."  (See  VaitH,  b.  3,  ch.  6,  s.  95.)  If, 
on  the  contrary,  it  fall  not  within  either  of  these 
descriptions^  but  amount  to  offcnsire  hostility 
against  Spain*  then  the  act  is  not  strictly  jnstifia- 
bie ;  because  the  Constitution  provides  that  Con- 
gress shall  declare  war,  which,  in  this  instance, 
was  not  done. 

Let  us,  then,  first  inquire  whether  the  occupa- 
tion of  St.  Marks,  under  the  circumstances,  be 
compatible  with  the  rights  of  neutral  nations. 
The  rule  is  laid  down  in  Yattel,  b.  3,  c.  7,  s.  122, 
thus:  '*Bztreme  necessity  may  even  authorize 
'  the  temporary  seizure  of  a  place^  and  the  pot- 

*  ting  a  garrison  therein,  for  defending  itself 
<  against  the  enemy,  or  preventing  him  in  his 
'  designs  of  seizins  this  place,  when  the  sovereign 

*  is  not  able  to  defend  it."  There  is  strong  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  Indians  did  design  to  seize 
8l  Marks,  and  that  the  Spanish  garrison  was  not 
able  to  defend  it.  And,  so  far,  the  facts  bring 
this  case  within  the  rule  just  quoted  from  Yattel. 
But  the  case  seems  to  me  to  be  deficient  in  the 
other  requisite — that  is,  of  extreme  necessity.  In 
a  previous  part  of  the  same  section,  it  is  said  that 
urgent  ana  absolute  necessity  suspend  all  the 
right  of  property;  and  the  author  seems  to  in- 
tend to  give  an  exemplification  of  his  doctrine  in 
a  case  which  he  immediately  states:  that  where 
an  army  must  perish,  or  never  retyrn  to  its  own 
country,  without  passing  through  neutral  territo- 
ry, it  has  a  right  to  force  a  passage  by  the  sword. 
If  the  case  under  discussion  be  measured  by  this 
standard,  the  occasion,  though  strong,  does  not 
seem  to  come  up  to  the  required  point,  of  ex- 
treme necessity ;  the  same  remarks  apply  to  Pen* 
sacola ;  the  necessity  for  the  occupation  of  which, 
is,  indeed,  not  so  strong  as  that  of  St.  Marks. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  whether  the  conduct  of 
the  Spanish  authorities  be  such  as  to  make  them 
associates  in  the  war;  if  it  were,  they  were,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  equally  our  enemies  with 
the  Indians,  and  liable  to  be  treated  as  sucn, 
without  any  necessity  for  a  declaration  of  war. 
▼attel,  in  b,  3,  ch.  6,  s.  97,  says,  "  I  account  asso- 
ciates of  my  enemy,  those  who  assist  him,  in  his 
war^  without  being  obliged  to  it,  by  any  treaty." 
^  sir,  we  had  been  left  to  this  definition  alone,  it 
^ttigbt  have  been  fairly  contended  that  the  Span- 
1f  h  authorities  were  associates,  because  they  as- 
sisted the  Indians  in  the  war,  in  various  ways, 
which  I  have  already  enumerated.  But  the  au- 
thor ^oes  on,  afterwards,  in  the  same  section,  to 
^piam,  more  particularly,  this  general  proposi- 
tion ;  and  from  a  case  which  he  puts,  and  the 
reasoning  which  follows,  I  acknowledffe  it  to  be 
my  own  opinion  that  the  assistance  anorded  was 
not  of  that  character  which  he  requires,  to  make 
them  associates,  so  as  to  authorize  the  occupation 
of  those  posts,without  a  declaration  of  war.  Con- 
•tderinff  the  subject  in  this  point  of  view,  it  re- 
sults that  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
oommanding  Qeneral  is  not  strictly  defensible ; 


nd  yet,  sir,  I  eaoDot  concur  io  a  voieof  efMii« 
upon  his  conduct ;  because,  in  relatioa  to  tick 
ot  the  points,  to  which  I  have  jostealledthc 
attention  of  the  Committee,  the  eorrectaea  of  lui 
course  depends  upon  the  decision  of  a  qoeKintf 
degree  only.  Thus  there  is  a  degree  of  wuwk^ 
which  would  justify  the  seizing  aad  garriioBng 
a  neutral  fort,  without  violating  the  righuoTtk 
neutral  to  whom  it  betonged.  And  there  ii  t 
degree  of  co-operation  with  the  enemy,  oa  ike 

Eart  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  which  wooM 
ave  made  them  associates;  and  wftieb  would, 
consequently,  have  authorized  the  coomaodiag 
General  to  have  treated  them  as  his  enemies, 
without  the  necessity  of  a  deekntioa  of  war 
against  them.  If,  for  example,  oar  inny  had 
been  in  imminent  danger  of  being  cat  off  by  the 
enemy,  that  would  have  justified  their  oecopi* 
tion,  without  making  it  an  net  of  hostility.  If 
the  earrison  of  St.  Marki^  or  Pensaeola,  htd  ae* 
tually  fought  with  the  Indians,  or  if  the  Goreraot 
of  Pensacola  had  executed  hie  threat,  bftctoaliir 
using  force,  either  of  these  things  wooM  have 
made  them  completely  associntes.  Here,  ihea, 
was  a  graduated  scale,  before  the  commBBdiog 
General,  on  which  there  waa  a  degree,  botb  of 
necessity  and  military  co-operation,  wbicb  vonU 
have  strictly  justified  him.  The  question  fe 
him  to  decide  was,  which  wns  that  defreel  b 
there  no  difficulty  in  deciding  this  qoestioal 
Tes,  sir.  The  nation  is  divided  opoa  it;  the 
members  of  this  House,  after  much  invesiigiiioi, 
after  much  debate,  and  quotations  from  paUie 
law,  are  greatly  and  variously  divided  ia  opioioik 
Some  jostif]r  the  whole  proceedings,  some  josiiff 
a  part  and  disapprove  a  part.  Thus,  some  ibiak 
the  occupation  of  St.  Marks  correct,  but  oolibti 
of  Pensacola;  some  justify  the  oceopstioBof 
Pensacola ;  some  approve  both,  whilst  others  dis- 
approve both.  What  one  gentlemaa  thinks  eo^ 
rect,  another  altogether  reprobates;  aod  era 
thoee  who  agree  in  the  same  conelqsioos  srrife 
at  them  by  different  modes  of  reasoning. 

Whenever,  sir,  a  case  shall  be  presented  to  me, 
of  a  man  who,  led  on  by  inordinate  anbiuoD, 
shall  dare  to  trample  under  foot  the  Coosticntioi, 
for  purposes  of  self-aggrandizement  or  mil'itrf 
fame,  I  shall  be  ready  to  go  so  far  as  he  whogoet 
farthest,  not  only  in  censure,  hot  in  jStuhmeni^ 
in  every  Constitutional  mode ;  for  I.  loo^  lore  mv 
country,  I,  loo,  love  lu  Constiiauoo;  I  shall 
eliuff  to  it  as  the  last  plank  in  the  shipwreck ;  I 
shall  flee  to  it  for  refuge  as  to  the  ark  of  our  p^ 
litical  salvation,  when  the  natiaas  of  the  earti 
shall  be  deluged  with  tyranny  and  opprcssioo. 
But  when  a  case  is  presented  to  me  like  the  |«n- 
ent,  in  which  there  is  difficulty  enough  th  diri^ 
the  House,  after  all  its  research,  in  which  the 
officer  concerned  was  called  upon  to  decide,  u 
the  wilds  of  Florida,  upon  a  state  of  thisss  sot 
anticipated,  and  without  the  aid  of  Bynfcenboet 
or  Martens,  in  which  that  officer  whose  distm- 
guished  services  have  identified  his  name  wuk 
the  character  of  his  country,  had,  as  I  beliert, 
and,  as  has  been  feelingly  said  by  the  member 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Joanaofr)  no  ambrtfoo,ki( 
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oae.  to«erT6  his  eoaatvy;  in  whieh  I  believe  he 
was  ioflaeDoed  by  an  ardent  desire  to  promote 
the  honor  and  interest  of  that  eonntry ;  in  sacb 
a  case  as  this,  I  repeat  it,  I  will  not  vote  for  cen- 
BOie,  for  I  weigh  the  acts  of  every  moral  agent 
by  the  intention ;  I  know  not  how  else  to  weigh 
them  in  the  scale  of  moral  estimation.  It  is  that 
which  imparu  to  them  their  chamcter,  which 
eonstittttes  their  essence;  if  that  be  good,  the 
act  to  which  it  leads  is  not  the  subject  of  censure; 
if  it  be  bad,  it  can  lay  no  claim  to  commenda- 
tion. B^tmanumeeterrare^  should  be  our  motto. 
Happy  the  man  who  commits  the  fewest  faults  I 
Happier  still  is  he,  whose  errors  even  are  in- 
grafted on  the  noble  stock  of  a  patriotic  devotion 
to  his  country's  cause  I  Before  I  quit  this  part 
of  the  subject,  I  will  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
disobedience  of  orders.  If  that  subiect  belonged 
to  our  present  inquiry,  I  would  say  that  whatever 
might  have  been  the  orders,  which  I  do  not  mean 
ID  discuss,  the  subsequent  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  President,  either  to  punish  or  eensure  the 
commanding  General,  is  a  foil  answer  to  every 
objection  uraed  upon  the  ground  of  disobedience 
fo  orders.  J9ut,  sir,  with  that  subject  I  think  we 
have  nothing  to  do.  Our  inquiry  is  not  whether 
the  commanding  Gkneral  obeyed  the  orders  of 
the  Commander-in-Chiefs— that  oueslion  is  be- 
tween themselves.  As  well  might  we  deaeend 
lower  down  the  scale  of  rank,  and  inquire  whe- 
ther the  general  of  brigade obejred  the  command- 
ing General.  Our  inquiry  is  into  the  character 
of  the  acts  which  have  been  done ;  and  whether 
they  do,  or  do  not,  under  the  circumstances,  call 
for  our  animadversion. 

1  come  now,  sir,  in  the  order  of  my  argument, 
to  the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbuthnol  and  Am- 
brister.  I  beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  facts,  in  relation 
to  these  two  men.  Arbuthnot  was  guilty  of  ezci- 
Uikg  and  stirring  up  the  Creek  Indians  to  war 
against  the  Unitea  Slates,  and  of  aiding  and 
abetting  them,  by  supporting  them  with  the 
means  of  war.  Ambrister  led  and  commanded 
the  Ijower  Creeks,  in  carrying  on  the  war.  These 
are  the  fiwts.  And  now,  sir,  for  the  principles 
which  Apply  to  them,  which  designate  the  onar- 
aeter  of  iheir  crimes,  and  the  punishment  which 
belongs  to  them,  oefore  I  do  this,  however,  I 
will  say  something  in  reply  to  what  the  Speaker 
aaid,  in  mitigation  of  Arbothnot's  offonce.  He 
told  IM  that  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  which 
Arbuthnot  had  complained,  had  imposed  hard 
and  severe  terouon  the  part  of  the  Indians.  He 
staled  ihat,  in  that  treaty,  the  United  Sutes  de- 
manded, in  six  successive  articles,  and  in  a  tone, 
of  the*  most  imperious  dictation,  sacrifices  and 
aorrenders  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  beyond  any 
example  in  history.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
mention  it  to  reproaeh  my  country;  but  let  us 
cast  back  our  recolleciion,  and  see  if  there  be  not 
more  cause  for  regret,  in  relation  to  this  subject 
on  other  eecaaions,  than  th«re  is  in  the  Treaty  of 
Fort  Jackson.  The  Indians  were  the  aborigines 
of  this  land :  they  were  its  proprietors.  If  we  go 
upon  principles  of  atriel  justioei  we  had  no  right 


to  take  ftpm  them  an  acre,  but  what  was  neces- 
sary for  our  comfortable  existence.  When  we 
bouffht  of  them,  upon  the  same  principle,  we 
ought  to  have  given  them  a  fair  equivalent. 
Have  we  done  so  ?  No,  sir,  we  have  gotten  from 
them  millions  of  acres  of  the  fairest  land  that  the 
sun  ever  shone  upon,  for  almost  nothing  when 
compared  with  its  ? alue.  Can  gentlemen  recon- 
cile this  to  their  feelings  in  a  time  of  peace  1  And 
yet,  shall  all  their  sympathies  be  reserved  for  an 
occasion  when  we  had  just  terminated  a  sanguin- 
ary war  1  A  war,  which,  on  our  part  had  been 
unprovoked,  and  on  the  part  of  the  enemv,  marked 
bv  the  extremest  degree  of  even  Indian  oarbarity. 
This  would,  iod^eed,  be,  to  keck  at  pap  and  digot 
steel. 

For,  sir,  it  is  one  of  the  legitimate  rights 
which  appertain  to  war,  that  when  we  come  to 
adjust  the  terras  of  peace,  we  may  repair,  at  the 
expense  of  the  enemy,  all  the  losses  and  dangers 
which  we  nuy  have  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
of  it.  But,  sir,  with  the  justice  or  the  modera- 
tion of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson^ 
we  have  now  nothing  to  do»  Still  less  had  GeiH 
eral  Jackson;  a  military  ofiloer,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  fight  the  battles  of  hiscountry,  not  to  decide  the 
justice  of  the  war.  The  treaty  was  duly  nego- 
tiated, and  duly  ratified ;  it  received  the  assent, 
directly,  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and^  indi- 
rectly, onis  also,  by  means  of  an  appropriation, 
made  to  carry  its  stipulations  into  effect  I  have 
been  led,  for  a  moment,  into  a  digression.  I  will 
return  to  the  subject,  and  will  attempt  to  show 
the  chamcter  of  the  Crimes  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister. 

Since  the  institution  of  Government,  if  the 
citizen  or  subject  of  one  coantr^r  commit  an  or- 
dinary outraae  against  the  sovereignty  of  another, 
the  mode  of  punishment  is  a  plain  and  simple 
one,  and  is,  I  believe,  almost  universally  acqui- 
esced in  throughout  the  civilized  world.  If  the 
guilty  person  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
offended  sovereign,  he,  without  difficulty,  pun- 
ishes him ;  if  he  escape,  and  return  into  his  own 
country,  his  own  sovereign  will  either  inflict  ex- 
emplary punishment  upon  him,  or,  sometimes^ 
deliver  him  up  to  the  offended  State,  there  to 
receive  justice.  But,  sir,  if,  instead  of  ita  being 
an  ordinary  crime,  it  have  a  hostile  character; 
if  it  be  an  act  of  war,  in  alliance  with,  or  under 
the  auspices  of  the  enemies  of  the  country  against 
which  the  hostility  is  committed,  then  itassumea 
a  different  aspect ;  it  is  either  sanctioned  by  thn 
nation  of  the  person  committing  it,  or  it  is  not : 
if  it  be  sanctioned,  then  it  ia  cause  of  war  against 
that  nation ;  if  it  be  not,  then  the  person,  by  thus 
committing  an  act  of  hostility,  imparts  to  him- 
self the  character  of  the  people  with  whom  he 
unites  hinuelf.  If  they  be  civilized,  he,  in  com- 
mon with  them,  is  entitled  to  the  laws  of  civ- 
ilized war.  If  they  be  savage,  in  like  manner  he 
must  be  content,  having  embarked  himself  upon 
the  same  bottom,  to  share  the  same  fate.  What 
that  fate  may  rightfully  be,  will  now  be  the  sub- 
ject of  my  inquiry ;  and  here,  sir,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  asoend  to  first  prlneiples,  in  order  to  an- 
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•dentand  the  rlghlt  of  war,  n  tha  Tirioai  dteum- 
fttrncM  tB  whieh  iratioBs  may  be  placed. 

^  War,''  eayt  Bvokershoek,  pafe  2,  "ie  a  eon- 
teet  bf  force."  The  author  goes  on  to  remark, 
Ibac  every  foree  is  lawfal  in  wir;  that  it  is  law- 
fal  to  destroy  aa  eneniy,  tboagb  he  be  voarmed 
asd  defeoeeless;  it  is  Lawfal  to  make  use  of  poi- 
aOD,  of  missile  weaJiODs,  Ac.;  in  short,  be  adds, 
thai  ererytbing  is  lawful  agaiost  an  enemy.  This, 
Chen,  is  the  original  and  fnndamentai  principle 
of  the  rights  of  war.  In  the  progress  or  time,  as 
ciriliiation  advanced,  and  moderation  and  phi- 
lanthropy obtained  a  great  preralenoe,  the  na- 
tions or  the  earth  hare  ingrafted  upon  this  prin- 
ciple many  modifications,  the  frhole  of  which 
combined  constitute  what  are  called  the  usages  of 
•civilized  warfare.  Though^  therefore,  by  the 
tnriginal  principle  the  mere  existence  of  war  made 
crery  individual,  and  every  description  of  prop- 
erty belpaging  to  each  country,  mutaall^r  and 
reciprocallv  hostile,  and  subject  to  destruction  in 
every  possible  mode,  yet,  since  the  usages  of  civil- 
ised warfare  were  introduced,  certain  instruments 
of  war  are  altogether  reprobated,  and  persons  as 
well  as  property  of  certain  descriptions,  and  under 
particular  circumstances,  are  spared  6ir,  at  the 
noment  of  expressing  this  sentiment  I  behold  one 
tnemoraMe  exception  to  this  mitigated  rule,  in 
an  act  perpetrated  by  a  nation  conspicuous  for 
it!  civilrzation.  I  see  the  Capitol  of  my  country 
just  rearing  its  head  from  a  heap  of  rain  and  de- 
adation ;  in  its  destruction  a  lasting  monument 
of  British  outrase;  in  its  re*edificatioD  a  magni- 
ficent emblem  of  the  rediperative  eneigy  of  mv 
country !  But  I  will  let  (he  pall  of  oblivion  fall 
upon  any  paiafol  recoUectiona—I  will  return  to 
my  subject.  Those  usages  of  civilised  warfare 
wnich  I  mentioned  a  moment  since  to  the  Com- 
mittee, are  the  subject,  though  not  of  express  yet 
of  tacit  compact ;  they  are  founded  upon  the  Idea 
of  an  equivalent,  and  based  upon  the  principle  of 
reciprocal  obligation.  Thus  the  language  of  one 
-nation  to  another  is,  spare  my  monuments  of  art, 
and  I  will  not  ravage  your  eountry-^-^pare  my 
people  engaged  in  the  peaceable  pursuiu^f  afri- 
coltnve,  and  I  will  spare  your  women  and  chil- 
dren. Am  I  asked  for  the  proof  of  thisi  It  is 
foand  at  once  in  the  doctrine  of  retaliation,  uni- 
veiaally  recognised  as  a  sound  principle  of  public 
law.  Itf  contrary  to  the  rules  or  modern  war,  you 
put  my  soldiers,  when  made  prisoners,  to  death, 
'in  return  I  may  inflict  the  same  severity  upon 
yours,  if,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  they  shall  chance 
to  fall  into  my  power;  because,  in  this  instance, 
as  you  buTc  violated  your  part  of  the  compact 
In  relation  to  mitigated  war,  I  am  consequently 
absolved  from  mine,  and  restored  to  tny -orisfinal 
rights.  What  is  an  exception  merely  in  civilized 
States,  is  the  general  rufe  in  relation  to  savages; 
becattse,  as  they  never  ackaowiedge  the  obliga- 
don  of  the  rules  of  modern  war,  they  are  without 
the  pale  of  the  compact,  and  can,  therefore,  claim 
no  benefit  from  it.  But  as  against  them  we  have 
a  right,  if  we  choose,  to  exercise,  in  its  foHest 
extent,  the  original  rule  which  Ihave just  laid 
down.    True  it  is,  sir,  that  we  do  ^teod  to  rhem  j 


many  of  the  benefin  of  thla  compact  Vit  nii  t 
gratuitous  act  on  om*  part,  and  what^ttenfm, 
they  have  no  right  to  demand ;  for,  la  the  h&. 
guage  of  Bynkershoek,  though  justice  may  beii- 
sistM  on  in  war,  yet  generosity  cannot. 

These,  then,  are  the  principles  which  fix  tJK 
fate  of  the  two  men  wno  were  exeevted;  fint, 
when  yon  make  common  cause  with  my  eoemf, 
without  the  authorization  of  your  Qovcnoest, 
you  must  share  a  common  fate  with  then.  Sc^ 
ottd,  that  enemy  being,  in  the  present  iaitaDee,i 
savage  one,  you  are  subfect  to  the  sngioai  tik 
of  war,  which  makes  it  latrfbl  to  pot  yoo  to 
death.  As  to  Ambrister  there  is  seandy  a  diff- 
culty^he  was  in  the  ranks  of  thecaemy.snd  led 
them  on  to  battle.  Now,  aceordiafftoVauel,b. 
3,  ch.  15,  s.  280,  volanteers  taken  Sy  the  eaemj 
are  treated  as  if  part  of  the  army  ia  which  tbef 
fight;  and  why,  sir?  I  will  ffive  yoa  tbeiothoA 
reasons  in  his  o^af^n  words:  '<  ffothingesa  be  mare 

*  reasonable;  they,  in  fact,  unite  tacBselres  to 

*  this  army ;  they  support  the  same  csise— do 
<  matter  whether  it  be  from  obligatist  or  free 
'  will"  The  case  of  AmbriMer  Is  so  Mj  sp  to 
this,  that  argument  cannot  make  it  plaiacr.  Ai 
to  Arbuthnot,  if  the  file  do  notafibrd  aprcetdw 
in  point,  yet  #e  shall  be  able  to  decide  it  by  piii- 
cipie.  Perhaps,  sir.  «he  partictiiar  case  msj  net 
be  found,  because  tnere  was  no  people  sUodii( 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  States  ia  Ssrope  v 
the  ladians  do  to  us.  But,  sir,  anon  ptiseiple,  if 
Che  individual  In  the  ranks  be  subject  to  thii  btt 
is  not  the  reason  stronger  against  him  who  is  the 
exciter— the  instigator  of  the  war  9  U  that  nu 
be  liable  to  the  punishment  of  death,  who  iesdi 
to  the  enemy  only  the  aid  of  his  indiridasl  phy- 
sical foree,  bow  mruch  more  does  he  deserre  a 
who,  by  the  moral  force  of  his  dehisire  pnNoiia 
and  persuasions,  pau  into  actioa  against  us  ^ 
^ysical  force  of  a  whole  tribe  of  ladiinsl 
Would  not  a  Contrary  doctriae»  in  effect,  amoaoc 
to  this,  that,  whilst  you  may  puoith  the  sm 
you  must  sufl^r  the  head  to  escape  with  in- 
punityl 

Sir,  it  was  Arbuthnot  who  poured  the  eeerec 
poison  of  discontent  into  the  taiiadsof  thelodiaos; 
it  was  he  who  awakened  the  sleepiaf  rifrrsad 
let  him  loose  against  as,  with  aU  his  astire  (ero- 
city  whetted  by  exasperation ;  it  wu  ^^^^ 
sharpened  with  new  keenness  tks  s4<  <><  "^ 
tomahawk ;  it  was  he  who  ased  the  ddoded  sav- 
ages as  the  instrbikient  of  his  widnd  |iwpose,  as 
the  man  who  stabs  you  to  the  bcsit  oisk«  use  sf 
the  poniard.  But,  said  the  Spsshtr,  we  have 
never,  in  a  long  series  of  wars,  piactised  retalp 
tion  for  ladiao  barbarity.  Sir,  this  it  not  letolii- 
tion.  That  consists  in  a  literal  execatioo  of  the 
great  precept  of  ^an  eye  for  an  eye,  aad  t  toota 
for  a  tooth"— that  ^  measures  Mood  by  dropi. 
and  bates  not  one  in  the  repay."  It  is  Dcrer  ip- 
peased  until  it  sacrifice  just  as  maay  vieiios  «s 
the  enemy  has,  and  those,  too,  of  the  saBe|nd<| 
if  within  its  reach.  Thus,  if  the  Indiies  w 
killed  three  hundred  of  our  men,  womesi  •* 
children,  we  should,  upon  this  prioctnle,  poi  » 
deatfi  ad  equal  auoi^r  of  theirs.    Bmalaxm 
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then  not  only  nar,  bat  fffcq^aentlj  does,  fall  upon 
the  ioooeeiit.  The  ezectttioD  of  these  two  men 
is,  iQ  the  most  prominent  points  of  riew,  the  re- 
Terse  of  this.  Instead  of  the  innocent,  we  have 
punished  the  gnilty ;  instead  of  conntinf  the  tic* 
tims,  and  sacrifieing  an  equal  namber,  thongh 
we  hare  lost  fttmdmlf,  we  imve  only  ezeeoted 
imite.  It  is  said,  howeyer,  that  we  hare  neyer 
departed  from  tne  rules  of  modern  war,  but  in 
baraiog  their  habitations  and  destroyinff  their 
food.  Is  this  departure,  indeed,  allowable ;  and 
will  gentlemen  yet  say^  that  it  is  not  a  measure 
of  more  rigorous  seTenty  than  the  death  of  the 
two  men,  who  are  the  subjeet  of  this  discussion  ? 

When  we  destroy  their  habitations,  we  turn 
out,  not  only  their  warriors,  but  the  old  and  the 
young,  without  respect  to  age  or  sex,  without  a 
roof  to  shelter  them  from  the  pelting  of  the  piti« 
less  storm.    The  miserable  pittance  of  property 
which  they  own,  is  all  consumed  by  iIm  same 
deyooring  flame  which  destroya  their  dwellings 
and  makes  them  houseless  wanderers.    When 
we  destroy  their  food,  we  expose  them  to  the 
danger  of  all  the  horrors  of  famine  which  may 
iovolTC  in  indiscriminate  death  the  guilty  and 
the  innocent ;  whibt,  in  the  execution  of  these 
men,  the  guilty  only  hare  suffered.    Gentlemen 
have,  indMd,  in  the  most  glowing  colors  of  pa- 
thetic eloquence  portrayed  to  us  the  suffisrings  of 
Arbuihnot  and  Ambrister.    If  I  could  dip  my 
pencil  in  as  iri? id  colors  as  they  hare  usea,  and 
if  I  had  occasion  to  use  them,  I,  too,  could  present 
a  picture  which,  I  am  persuaded,  would  excite 
the  keenest  sya^pathies  of  the  human  heart.    I 
would  present  to  yon,  not  two  guilty  men,  suffer* 
ing  death  aceordug  to  the  sentence  of  the  law, 
bot  a  scene  of  slaughteied  innocence-ruot  one  or 
two  soffering  Tictims  only,  bat  a  group,  a  family 
group.    That  is  bot  a  miniature  painting.    To 
make  it  as  large  as  life,  ¥  would  present  you  al- 
most a  national  aroap.    The  figures  represented 
oo  it  would  be,  o&  men  bending  oenealh  a  weight 
of  years,  inhumanly  butchered  i  multitudes  of 
women  and  children  gored  with  wounds  and  wel* 
taring  in  their  own  blood ;  and  others,  sleeping 
in  the  arms  of  death,  with  here  and  there  a  soli- 
tarir  surmor  to  deplore  their  Hate.    But,  sir.  I 
will  not  attempt  to  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  tne 
Committee  by  eren  a  further  description  of  such 
Bceoe»*-it  is  not  necessary  |  for  I  cannot  but  be- 
U%re  that  the  execution  of  these  men  stands  jus- 
tilled  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 

Bat,  it  has  been  objected,  that  whaterer  oor 
rights  may  have  been,  it  was  not  competent  to 
the  commanding  Genenl  toexecate  them.  Do 
l^antlemen  mean  to  eay,  that  their  ofiencee  were 
so^iaafale  before  any  court  having  criminal  jo- 
risdictioni  I  answer,  that  they  could  not  have 
t>eea  tried  in  the  United  States ;  because  the  acts 
were  not  committed  within  our  jorisdictional 
imits.  They  coald  not  hare  been  tried  in  Eng- 
aod,  for  the  same  reason.  And,  indeed,  though 
;he  ounces  were  committed  within  the  territorial 
imits  of  Spain,  yet  the  authors  of  them  were  on 
:he  lands  owned,  or  at  least  occupied  by  the  In- 
I  do  not  beiiere  that  they  coald  hare 


been  tried  there— for,  I  will  as^  whether  we 
should  claim  jurisdiction  to  punish  an  ofienco 
against  a  foreign  QoTcrnment.  committed  by  an 
Indian  on  the  lands  occupied  by  his  tribe  within 
our  boundary  ?  This,  however,  is  an  objection 
to  jurisdiction  foundea  upon  localttv  only.  I  as- 
sume a  much  higher  ground.  I  object  to  it  upon 
the  ground  of  the  nature  and  character  of  the  act 
committed,  My  principle  is  this-— that  it  is  a 
right  directly  derived  from^  and  appertaining  to 
war,  and,  therelbre,  the  civil  power  has  no  juris- 
diction over  it. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  Congress  might 
not  have  made  some  legislative  provision  as  one 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  our  army 
should  be  governed  in  relation  to  this  subject-* 
but.  ho#ever  that  may  be,  as  to  which  I  now 
shall  say  nothing,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
that,  in  the  case  under  discussion,  the  commands 
tng  Geneml  acted  within  the  sphere  of  his  legiti- 
mate power  in  the  course  which  he  pursued. 
These  two  men  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the 
question  was,  what  should  be  their  rate — how 
should  they  be  disposed  of  ^  This  question  must 
be  settled  according  to  the  laws  of  war,  as  they 
relate  either  to  a  civiiixed  or  savage  enemy.  It 
is  one  of  the  questions  which  arise  as  to  the 
mode  of  carrying  oa  the  war.  The  conduct  of 
the  war  belongs  to  the  President  as  Commander- 
in-chief^  and  under  him  to  his  commanding  Gen- 
eral, who  if  supposed  to  represent  him.  Is  there 
any  member  ot  this  Committee  who  denies  that 
the  mode  of  treating  prisoners  belongs  to  him 
who  commands  your  armiesl  Suppose,  for  ev 
ample,  it  was  a  mere  exchange  of  prisoners,  then 
there  would  be  no  difficulty,  because  it  is  the 
habitual  practice  of  the  commanding  General  to 
regulate  that,  and  conceded  to  him  by  all.  Now, 
sir,  I  will  show  that  this  is  but  one  of  the  modes 
of  treating  prisoners,  and,  with  a  view  to  throw 
some  light  upon  the  subject,  1  will  beg  leave  to 
take  a  short  retrospect  of  former  times.  'Origi- 
nally all  priaoners  were  put  to  death.  The  next 
mode  of  treating  them  was,  to  reduce  them  to 
slavery;  then  was  esublished  the  system  of  ran* 
som ;  and.  finally,  the  present  mode  of  exchange- 
see  Vaiid,  b.  3/ ch.  8,  p.  151, 2, 3,  in  relation  lo 
this  subject.  During  the  existence  of  each  t^ 
these  modes  of  treatment,  from  the  most  severe 
down  to  the  most  lenient,  the  whole  power  and 
anthoritv  upon  the  subject,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
belongea  to  the  commanding  General.  WheUi 
then,  a  case  Occurs  like  the  present  in  which  the 
original  treatment  of  prisoners  is  justifiable,  the 
same  power  must  hare  authority  over  it.  This 
idea  is  strongly  supported  by  the  doctrine  of  re- 
taliation, and  particularly  by  the  mode  of  its  exe* 
cution;  for  if  the  enemy  causes  prisoners  to  be 
put  to  death,  the  prince  whose  people  are  thus 
treated,  or  his  general,  has  a  right  to  refuse  life 
to  some  of  the  prisoners  he  may  uke.  Again, 
sir.  It  was  long  the  principle,  and  is  now  even 
contended  for  by  some,  that  a  governor  of  a  place 
who  makes  a  desperate  defence,  and  causes  a 
great  effusion  of  blood  thereby,  may  be  pot  to 
death.    By  whom  9  of  course  by  the 
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foeral  of  tba  enemy.  Ooe  ease  more^  sir,  and 
hare  done  with  qootations  upon  this  point. 
When,  saye  Valid,  b.  3.  ch.  8,  s.  151,  ^  oar  safetv 
'  is  ineomimtible  with  tnat  of  the  enemy,  thoagn 

*  subdued,  it  is  out  of  all  aaestion  but  that  in  cwA 

*  blood  a  great  number  or  prisoners  should  be  put 
<  to  death."  By  whom  ?  It  must  be  by  the  eom- 
msndioff  general.  This  principle  is  precisely  re* 
cognised  by  the  resolve  of  the  Old  Congress,  read 
by  the  member  from  Kentucky,  for  they  resolve, 
expressly,  that  not  only  the  Commander-in-chief, 
but  the  commander  of  a  separate  army,  had  the 
right  of  retaliation.  Two  examples  have  been 
referred  to  which  have  been  supposed  to  prove 
the  contrary.  One  during  the  quasi  war  with 
France — the  other  during  tne  late  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,  in  which  l^islative  provision  was  made 
upon  the  subject,  uk  relation  to  the  first,  I  will 
observe  that  there  really  was  no  actual  war,  and 
cooiiequeotly  none  of  the  rights  of  war  could 
strictly  be  exercised.  As  to  the  example  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Briuin,  the  law  contains 
two  distinct  sections:  the  first  authorhtes  the 
President  to  retaliate  on  Qreat  Britain  any  vio- 
lation of  the  rules  of  civilized  war;  and  the  second 
authorizes  him  to  retaliate  on  British  subjects  for 
outrages  committed  by  Indians  in  alliance  with 
them.  The  last  contains  an  entirely  new  prin- 
ciple, becauee  it  authorises  reuliation  upon  the 
soldiers  of  the  principal^  for  cruelties  committed 
bv  the  allies.  It,  therefore,  has  no  application  at 
all  to  this  case.  And,  as  it  respects  both  the  pro- 
visions, they  are  subject  to  this  remark,  that  they 
relate  to  retaliation,  as  to  which,  though  the 
President  had  the  power,  he  might  not  choose  to 
exercise  it  without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  in« 
asmuch  as  it  would  fall  upon  the  innocent  ex- 
clusively. I  have  already  endeavored  to  show 
that  i^  this  case  it  falls  on  the  guilty  only. 

In  regard  to  the  court  martial,  gentlemen  say 
it  had  no  jurisdiction.  This  is  conceded  to  be 
correct ;  and  I  have  attempted  to  show,  that  the 
power  belonged  to  the  commanding  General. 
Although,  however,  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction 
to  decide  the  fate  of  the  two  men,  it  was  not  im- 
proper through  them  to  get  at  the  facts;  and 
though  thev  had  no  jurisdiction,  it  would  have 
been  desimble  that  the  General,  after  submitting 
the  case  to  them,  should  have  followed  the  sen- 
tence which  they  pronounced,  but  for  an  unan- 
swerable reason,  which,  I  believe,  has  already 
been  ursed,  that  the  punishment  which  they  pro- 
nounced in  the  case  in  which  their  sentence  was 
not  followed  was  unknown  to  the  national  law, 
and  therefore  could  not  properly  be  inflicted.  I 
iiave  thus,  sir,  shown,  as  I  think,  that  the  power 
of  putting  these  men  to  death,  belonged  to  us  as 
one  of  the  rights  of  war,  and  that  it  was  legiti- 
mately exercised  by  the  commanding  General; 
and  yet,  sir,  I  acknowledge  that  I  feel  a  regret 
at  their  execution — but  what  kind  of  regret? 
Just  such  as  I  would  feel  for  the  execution  of  a 
man  who  had  been  sentenced  to  death  under  the 
municipal  law  of  the  country,  and  in  whose 
favor,  under  certain  circumstances,  I  might  join 
in  a  petition  for  a  pardon,  which  petition  was 


rejected.  I  could  not,  howeve,  ia  the  ok  i/i^ 
I  have  stated,  concur  in  a  vote  of  cenioK  i^um 
the  executive  officer  for  refauiig  this  pird«, 
because  he  has  only  executed  theaeoieieeoftk 
law  ;  because  he  has  carried  iato  eflbt  (be  pvlh 
lie  justice  of  the  country ;  and,  beetose  u  lO, 
conformably  to  law,  and  in  accsrdasee  vith  ike 
principles  of  justice,  even  if  yon  ciil  it  sien  jai* 
tice,  cannot  be  mcraUy  wrfmg. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  mercy  is  a  pidlike  firtie, 
and  that  '*  earthly  power  shews  hkcit  lo  diTioe, 
when  mercy  seasons  justice;''  bottkreiiipoiM, 
when  even  her  pleading  voice  shosljiotprenil^ 
hut  the  sword  of  justice  should  eaeetfe  iu  office. 
How  long  we  should  listen  to  her  ettniua,tad 
when  we  should  become  deai^  ereo  to  ikem^ it  is 
impossible,  certainly,  to  say.  One  thiss,  how- 
ever, is  certain— that,  whilst  the  propriety  of  tht 
interposition  of  mercy  depends  oa  eireoaisiueei, 
the  principles  of  justice  are  immotsUe;  the  suae 
yesterday,  to*day,  and  forever.  Though,  (ken- 
fore,  I  should  have  been  pleased  if  theykiibm 
spared,  yet,  when  I  recollect  that  wefainUbond 
in  vain  to  extend  to  the  Indians  the  mild  prcceps 
of  religion,  and  to  excite  in  their  boioins  feeUop 
of  philanlhropv ;  when  I  see  them,  opoo  the 
breaking  out  or  every  new  war,  tgsis  excrcitiiit 
aU  their  native  ferocity ;  when  I  recoileet  ihit  the 
punishment  which  has  been  ioflieted,uj»(iiiei 
by  the  principles  of  public  law;  and,  thitiienair 
pie  like  the  present,  by  the  monitory  lessa  vhieh 
It  affords,  may  contribute  to  the  fotore  peiee  m 
safety  of  our  citizens,  and  spare  the  effosioBot 
much  blood,  as  well  of  our  own  people  u  of  tke 
Indians  themselves;  when  I  recollect  these tktspi 
I  am  brought  to  the  condosioo,  tbst  whiteTa 
may  be  my  feelings  of  regret,  meref  to  m 
men  might  have  been  cruelty  to  s  whole  eoo- 
munity;  and  I  cannot,  therdfoie,  eoDCor  u  > 
vote  of  censure  for  their  execution. 

I  have  finished  my  view  of  this  whole  sabjeci 
I  shall  vote  against  all  the  rcsolntioss.  1  »<» 
the  Committee  for  their  polite  atteouoD,  tid  ^ 
not  trespass  longer  upon  their  pstieoee. 

Mr.  Bawtw,  of  North  CaroUos,  rose  tod 
said— 

Mr.  Chairman :  As  it  is  not  my  '^^^^ 
o  over  the  same  grounds  that  other  fw^]^"' 
.Jive,  my  obaervations  will  be  B^lf^T!!* 
And  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  todiferf>»^T 
friend  from  W(ew  York,  in  the  osiset,  ««'»'*; 
spect  to  the  powers  of  this  House  oier  the  pre- 
sent question.  .    „^„-« 

i  think  the  principle  a  new  ooe ;  ^■^^.^^ 
has  no  power  to  pass  any  resolntioD  <h^  ji;.^ 
tion  or  removal,  nor  of  censnre,  ef  any  tm) 
officer.  If  such  a  power  exists,  let  it  be  po«w 
out.  I  have  examined  the  ConstiiBiioo,  ciw^ 
by  clause,  for  such  a  power,  hot  I  hftW»«J*j^ 
in  vain.  The  Legislative  and  Bx«""^f  jl 
are  disttncdy  marked  and  Independetki^J^^ 
gated,  and  we  cannot  pursue  this  eoatse  v 
infringing  upon  the  rights  of  the  Bwf"!J.|Scf 
is.  by  the  Constitution,  the  Commssder-iB^^ 
or  all  our  forces,  and  to  him  alone  sre  on  ^ 
cen  responsible.    Besides,  a  resolauoo  oi  » 


C 


781 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSB. 


782 


Janoaky,  18191 


SeminoU  Wmr. 


H.opR. 


kiod  implies  a  eeasure  on  our  Exeentiye,  by  inti- 
OMtittg  that  he  had  been  so  negligent  in  his  duif 
or  partial  in  bis  affeeiions,  as  to  permit  a  finu 
in  one  of  his  officers  to  pass  unnoticed,  which 
this  House  might  think  worthy  of  animadTersion. 
I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  Bxecuttfe  to 
believe  he  would  fail  to  do  his  duty,  upon  the 
commbsion  of  any  criminal  act  on  the  part  of 
Gkneril  Jackson.  But  1  am  yet  to  learn  whether 
such  has  been  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  General. 
What  is  the  true  state  of  the  case  ?  Arbnthoot 
and  Ambrister  were  apprehended  in  the  Indian 
country,  under  such  circumstances  as  would 
bare  justified  their  immediate  execution.  But 
General  Jackson,  wishing  to  afford  proofs  to  the 
world  of  their  guilt,  ordered  a  special  court  of  in- 
quiry to  conTcne  at  St.  Marks,  the  26th  of  April 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  in?estigating  the  charges, 
and  imhodying  the  evidence  against  them.  [Here, 
Mr.  S.  read  the  order,  6lcJ}  This  court,  as  a 
court  of  inquiry,  had  no  right  to  pass  judgment. 
They  were  sitting  merely  as  jurors,  and  were  to 
find  a  verdict  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  They  did 
find  the  prisoners  guilty  of  such  charges  as  sub* 
jecced  them  to  the  punuhment  of  death.  They 
found  Arbuthnot  guilty  of  both  charges ;  excit- 
ing the  Creek  Indians  to  war  against  the  United 
States,  and  of  comforting  and  supporting  the 
enemy^  by  furnishing  him  with  the  means  to 
carry  it  on.  This  was,  in  fact,  treason  against 
the  United  States ;  for  these  Creek  Indians  were 
quasi  citizens,  enjoying  the  protection,  and  were 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and, 
notwithstanding  Arbuthnot  was  a  foreigner,  he 
could  commit  treason  against  the  United  States 
as  well  as  a  citizin^  and  would  be  either  punished 
for  it  civilly,  by  being  turned  over  to  the  civil  au- 
thority, or  by  martial  law,  for  such  other  offences 
as  came  under  the  cognizance  of  that  tribunal. 
As  to  Ambrister,  it  was  proved  that  he  gave  intel- 
ligence to  the  enemy,  and  he  plead  guilty  to  the 
second  charge,  that  of  being  a  party  and  even  a 
leader  in  the  war;  of  course,  they  brought  on 
themselves  and  justly  deserved  that  punishment, 
which  the  right  of  retaliation  entitled  us,  and  the 
orders  of  General  Jackson  commanded  him,  to 
inflict  upon  the  savage  foe.  The  prisoners  being 
found  guilty  on  such  charges  as  subjected  them 
to  capital  punishment,  there  was  an  end  of  the 
authority  of  the  court,  and  it  remained  with 
General  Jackson  to  apply  the  law  of  the  mili- 
tary code,  and  see  it  executed.  The  opinion 
which  the  court  thought  proper  afterwards  to 
expresa,  that  the  offence  of  Ambrister  did  not  de« 
serve  capital  panishment,  could  only  be  viewed 
by  General  Jackson  as  a  recommendation  to 
mercy  by  several  respectable  individuals;  but 
which,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  army,  he 
could  not  observe.  But  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  sentence  which  they  had  already  pronounced 
against  Arbuthnot;  for  they  had  ordered  him  to 
be  hung,  although  he  was  only  an  accessary  in 
the  war,  and  how  could  they  condemn  Ambris- 
ter to  a  less  severe  punishment,  who  was  a  prin- 
eipal  in  it  1  General  Jackson  was  merely  recon- 
ciling their  own  decisions,  when  he,  at  the  same 


time,  conformed  to  the  laws  of  his  coaotryi 
which  forbid  the  infliction  of  torture,  and  waa 
the  minister  of  even-handed  justice,  that  "re* 
turned  the  poisoned  chalice  to  their  lips  who 
prepared  iL*^ 

Although  I  am  hurt  at  the  zeal  with  which  I 
see  this  prosecution  carried  on,  and  the  joy  man* 
ifested  at  it  from  a  certain  quarter  of  the  HouaCy 
yet  I  cannot  be  so  uncharitable  as  to  impute  their 
motives  to  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson' prior 
to  this  event.  Surely  no  gentleman  within  these 
walls  can  harbor  a  prejudice  against  him  for  hia 
victories  over  any  of  our  enemies.  I  must  be- 
lieve their  motives  are  pure,  but  I  cannot  but 
think  their  views  are  erroneous.  What  would 
they  have,  even  admitting,  for  argument's  sake>. 
that  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson  was  not 
strictly  legal  9  Would  they  wish  to  see  that  man, 
at  his  time  of  life,  grown  gray  in  his  country's 
service,  dragged  before  a  muitary  tribunal  to  an- 
swer for  it?  Can  his  age — can  his  services — can 
his  victories — plead  nothing?  Must  they  all  be 
buried  at  the  shrine  of  two  demi-devilS|  whose 
conduct  has  drawn  tuns  of  blood  from  an  unof- 
fending country's  breast?  I  trust  not.  The  blaze 
of  Jackson's  glory  is  too  bright,  in  my  eyes,  to  be 
obscured  by  the  transaction.  But  the  course  pro- 
posed is  very  extraordinary.  Are  we  a  self-con- 
stituted tribunal,  to  whom  General  Jaickson  is 
responsible  ?  What  purpose  can  it  serve  to  pass 
a  resolution  eriminatiog  the  comnqanding  Gene- 
ral ?  Have  we  any  authority,  and  can  we  claim 
the  privilege  of  attacking  the  characters  of  the 
best  and  greatest  men  amon^  us,  and  of  depriving 
them  of  the  most  *^preciousjewels  of  their  souls?'' 
This  is  a  new  species  of  legislative  domination, 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  If  yon 
claim  the  use  of  it,  what  man  can  be  safe  ?  There 
is  no  man  of  elevated  rank  but  what  may  be  ob- 
noxious to  some  member  of  this  House ;  and 
would  it  be  right  for  him  to  use  his  privilege  of 
a  member  to  assail  his  character  ?  Will  the  oeo- 
ple  endure  to  be  dragged  before  this  council  of 
anatomists,  to  under^j^o  the  worst  of  all  dissec- 
tions ?  I  lor  one  will  not,  by  any  act  of  mine, 
sanction  the  extension  of  this  censorial  power 
over  my  constituents.  The  a^e  of  proscription, 
t  trust,  is  over,  never  to  be  revived.  There  is  a 
proper  tribunal,  clearly  marked  out  by  the  Con- 
stitution, for  the  punishment  and  censure  of  every 
grievance;  to  that  tribunal  General  Jackson  is 
answerable,  and  no  otheif.  If  the  President  has 
omitted  to  do  his  duty,  let  the  gentleman  im- 
peach him;  but  this  criminating  course,  in  this 
House,  is  mere  bruiumjidmeny  without  any  cor- 
responding power,  but  fraught  with  {[reat  mis- 
chief, by  nxing  a  sting  in  the  bosom  of  a  person 
who  is  not  permitted  to  be  present  to  maxe  his 
defence.  What  effect  can  the  passage  of  this  re- 
solution have?  Can  it  deprive  General  Jackson 
of  his  commission  ?  If  the  President  approves 
his  conduct,  will  he  be  driven  to  act  the  ungrate- 
ful task  of  dismissing  from  his  service  the  man 
whom  he  may  think  deserves  well  of  his  country, 
by  any  officious  intermeddliog  on  our  part  ?  Sir, 
I  trust  the  President  has  too  tiigh  a  sense  of  hia 
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own  rights  and  digpitf .  The  GovernmeDt— the 
people — have  too  high  a  seose  of  Jackson's  merit, 
erer  to  gire  him  up  as  a  victim  to  the  manes  of 
such  creatures  as  Arbuthnot  and  Anbrister.  80 
far  from  censure,  he  deserves  the  grateful  thanks 
of  (his  House,  and  I  trust  he  will  receive  them. 
I  consider  we  are  bound  to  tender  him  a  vote  of 
thanks,  as  a  balm  to  his  wounded  spirit — ^as  an 
antidote  to  the  worst  of  ail  poisons — that  which 
is  inflicted  with  the  tooth  of  ingratitude? 

If  you  pass  this  resolution,  what  most  be  the 
feelings  of  General  Jackson?  Methinks  I  can 
hear  him  exclaim,  "Farewell— farewell  to  the 
neighing  steed,  the  shrill  trump^  the  ear-piercing 
fife,  the  spirit-stirring  drum,  (be  '  star-spangled 
banner,'  and  all  the  quality,  pride,  pomp,  and  cir- 
cumstance of  glorious  war''— Jackson's  oecupa- 
tion's  gone. 

Sir,  when  I  saw  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 

!Mr.  Cobb)  the  first  to  commence  this  attack,  I 
ielt  emotions  that  I  cannot  undertake  to  express. 
It  was  the  last  quarter  of  this  House  that  I  ex- 
pected it  from.  That  gentleman,  in  common 
with  the  people  of  Georgia,  are  under  obligations 
to  General  Jackson  that  are  not  easily  cancelled. 
Sir,  General  Jackson  watched  while  they  might 
sleep.  He  presented  himself  between  them  and 
the  ruthless  savage,  exposed  his  own  life  that 
their  wives  and  children  might  slumber  undis- 
turbed bv  their  midnight  yells.  Is  this  the  re- 
turn ?  Ii  such  be  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
Georgia  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I  trust  my  country- 
naen  nave  very  diflerent.  Sir,  the  gentleman  has 
talked  about  law,  and  called  on  us  to  mention  any 
law  that  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  had  violated ! 
Sir,  I  can  answer  him  by  askinff  him  to  tell  us 
what  laws  they  had  not  violated  7  Then  does  he 
conceive  that  the  court  of  inquiry,  conoposed  of 
such  respectable  names,  with  General  Gaines  at 
their  head,  disregarded  their  oaths  by  condemn- 
ing them  without  law?  Sir,  they  violated  the 
ninth  rule  of  the  articles  of  war,  by  furnishing 
the  enemy  with  aid  and  assistance,  and  commit- 
ted more  offences  than  I  have  language  to  clothe 
them  in.  With  murder,  rape,  rapine,  robbery, 
burning,  in  their  train;  like  furies  they  issued 
from  their  dens, '*  cried  havoc,  and  let  slip  the 
dogs  of  war."  But  does  the  gentlemen  expect  us 
to  apply  the  same  laws  to  savages  that  are  ob- 
served among  cirilized  nations?  Let  him,  with 
his  code  of  law^,  undertake  to  enforce  their  obli- 
gations to  a  savage,  armed  with  a  tomahawk,  and 
see  which  will  make  the  greatest  impression. 
Pray,  sir,  what  laws,  human  or  divine,  do  they 
observe?  Indians  I  demons!  But  the  gentleman 
says  we  never  exercised  the  right  of  retaliation 
before.  If  we  had  not,  that  ia  no  reason  we  never 
should.  I  believe  many  instances  of  retaliation 
have  been  enumerated ;  if  they  had  not,  it  would 
be  paying  a  compliment  to  our  humanity,  which, 
I  hope,  will  never  be  deserved  again.  Mercy,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  my  delight ;  but  when  that  mercy 
degenerates  into  weakness,  it  sometimes  produces 
cruelty  to  ourselves.  This  was  the  case  in  the 
present  instance,  and  made  it  necessary  to  change 
our  policy. 


8ir,  as  to  theresolicteaaof  thegeaileBufi«a 
Qi&6ff  ia  1  shall  not  consider  them,  ptrticyUrlytt 
this  time,  for  I  do  not  think  they  coom  m\^\t 
fore  me.  I  think,  for  myself,  I  ht?e  •  right  u 
complain  at  our  treatment.  After  tmbjeetlui 
been  regularly  referred  toaconmltle^tDdbfit 
reported  to  the  House,  and  a  special  ekifp 
against  General  Jackson,  grounded  00  the  tmi 
and  execution  of  Arbuthnot  aad  AnbritMr,aii(i 
made  the  order  of  a  given  day;  whes  tbenibjeet 
is  taken  up  what  is  the  course  ponacil?  Ao  at- 
tempt is  made  to  lead  us  from  the  froBsd  ve 
occupied,  by  forcing  us  to  coBsider  mwd  tb- 
straet  propositions,  without  their  crtr  btriDg 
been  agreed  to  be  considered  by  theHoMt  Wbf 
they  should  be  entitled  to  a  preferesdOTeroibv 
resolutions  I  cannot  eoneeive.  Bat  whit  art  ve 
to  infer  from  this  course  ?  Is  this  aurehiag  Vf 
to  the  subject  boldly,  manfully,  aod  dincilf,  or 
is  it  not  retiring  from  the  field  and  lifiar  u 
ambuscade? 

The  ffentkraan  has  asked  us  to  justify  Ocaeral 
Jackson's  conduct  by  any  law,  in  oeeopriag  the 
Spanish  poets  of  St.  Marks  aod  Peaneoia.  Sir, 
he  was  justified  in  occupying  tbembfoseur 
at  least,  the  force  of  which  all  are  reidf  M&i«t 
--eelf-preservation.  He  had  a  right,  under  that 
law,  to  deprive  them  of  one  post,  todtocitiMB 
off  and  intercept  their  supplies  by  the  ei|>iar«of 
the  other.  ^^,, 

And  here  I  beg  leave  to  quote  the  Oynlj 
own  worde,  for,  as  ably  as  he  bu  been  deieoM 
on  (his  floor,  I  believe  his  own  defenee,coiisi4et' 
ing  all  eircumsunces,  is  nearly  as  good  ai  aiy 
that  can  be  made  for  him.  I  wiU  ^*^'^. 
of  reading  an  extract  from  his  letter  of  !•«»•« 
May  last,  dated  at  Fort  Gadsden,  to  tUBtfit 
tary  of  War.  This  letter  affords  »n?'>"J!^ 
that  he  had  the  heart  to  conceive,  iheliM«w 
execute,  and  the  tnleau  to  defend,  the  bcH  •»- 
sures  which  the  nrgenoy  of  the  occasioa  f<q«»» 

"I  hope  the  execution  of  those  ^\^^f^ 
viUains  wiU  prove  an  awiiil  oxsmple  to  ths  wflrtM^ 
eonfince  the  (yovemment  of  G rest  Bntotti «  •« 
her  subjocts,  that  certain,  if  slow,  ^^^'^H^^Z 
(hose  unchristian  wretches,  who,  by  ^JTiLi 
delude  and  ezctto  an  InditA  tribe  to  tU  w  <>p^ 
deeds  of  savage  war.  Previous  to  my  **^?L|iPB 
Gadsden,  I  had  ocoasion  to  •^^^^  ^ '^S^^^hm- 
to  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  on  ^^^^ipFort 
mitting  supplies  to  pass  up  the  Ii*c*"!^7ibiki, 
(>awlbid.    ThU  letter,  with  another  ft^*?-  ^ 

on  the  snl^eet  of  mmbo  United  Stated  ^TSZL 

pedin 

mentfl 

Governor  01  renaacoia's  ntwm  w  »/  --rr  ^*  pf 

but  be  viewed  as  an  hoetUe  feeling  oa  «^jrJi, 


a  snl^eet  or  sooe  Umtea  w»HiVTiQ^„». 
I  a  veawil  in  the  employ  of  thoj^^  Xhi 
to  that  poet,  I  bow  enoleoe,  ^^rz^^^ 
■nor  of  Penaacola's  niumiio  nj  ^'^^Ztttw 


ticularly  in  connezioai  with  some  ^^'^'^^f^^' 
potted  to  me  from  the  most  nnqueatioos^  ^^ 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  Indtaas  »  ^i^,  tkK 
United  Sutee  have  free  access  ^^^^T^d^ 


ihey  are  kept  advised,  from  that  f^^^^^f^ 
movements ;  that  they  are  sappuea  ^^^|  ^j^  n* 
ammunition  and  munitions  of  war ;  en  ^iu|,r  oti^ 
now  oollecUng  in  a  body,  to  the  smoon*  «^  f^ 
hundred  wamors  in  that  town;  tU*' ""  ^^^jtf 
thence  have  been  lately  made  on  the  /um^ 
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Bfw1iidietgliteaii0ltieniUI1yjtiietomahAirk.  ThtM 

lUtemento  compel  me  to  makes  movemeDt  to  theiroet 

of  the  Appetachicobf  and,  ehovld  thej  proTe  eonrect, 

feieaeoia  mvat  be  ooenpied  with  an  American  foice, 

Ae  GoTcrnor  treated  according  to  his  deeerte,  or  aa 

■eticj  maj  dictate.    I  ahall  leaTe  atrong  garriaona  in 

FmU  Bl  HmAm,  Oadaden,  and  8oott»  and  in  Penaa- 

eela,  ihonld  it  be  neeeaaaiy  to  poaeeaa  it.    It  becomes 

mj  duty  to  elate  it  aa  my  confirmed  opinion,  that  so 

long  aa  Spain  baa  not  the  power  or  will  to  enfbtoe  the 

treatiea  bj  which  she  i»  aolemnlj  boand  to  preeerre 

the  Indians  within  her  territory  at  peace  with  the 

United  8tatea,  no  aecnrity  can  m  given  to  oar  aouth- 

oin  frontier^  wiUioat  occnpjing  a  cordon  of  poi la  along 

the  flhore.    The  moment  the  American  army  retires 

from  Florida  the  war  hatchet  will  be  again  raised,  and 

the  same  scanea  of  indiscriminate  masaacre,  with  which 

our  frontier  aettleu  have  been  visited,  wUl  be  repeated, 

■o  long  as  the  Indiana  within  the  territory  of  Spain  are 

exposed  to  the  delosion  of  false  prophets  and  poison  of 

foreign  intrig^ua ;  so  long  as  they  can  receive  ammoni- 

tioD,  munitiona  of  war,  from  pretended  traders  and 

dpaiush  commandants,  it  will  be  impossible  to  restrain 

tbeii  oatragea.    The  boming  their  towns,  destroying 

their  stock  «nd  provisions,  will  produce  but  temporary 

smbarrassments.    Resupplied  by  Spanish  authoritiea, 

they  may  concentrate  and  disperse  at  will,  and  keep 

ap  a  lasting  and  pedatoiy  warfare  against  the  United 

9tates,  as  expensive  to  our  Government  as  harassing 

to  our  troopa.    The  savages,  therefore,  must  be  made 

dependant  on  as»  and  cannot  be  kept  at  peace  without 

being  persaadad  of  the  certainty  of  chastisement  being 

inflicted  on  the  commission  of  the  first  ofiisnce.  I  trust, 

therefore,  that  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 

ivill  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 

United  States ;  they  have  been  adopted  in  pursuance 

>f  your  instructions,  and  under  a  firm  conviction  that 

they  sloae  were  calculated  to  insure  peace  and  aecurity 

to  the  Georgian  frontier.^* 

There  would  have  been  no  end  to  the  war,  if  he 
^ad  permitted  the  euemy  to  retreat  to  those 
iirong-holds,  the  Spanish  tort^  withoat  pursuing 
hem  witli  fiery  expedition.  The  trial  waa  made, 
md  as  soon  as  our  forces  retESced  their  steps,  the 
ndians  recommenced  their  system  of  robbing 
in4  murder.  Doea,  the  gentleman  require  that 
ve  should  be  at  the  expeoae  of  keeping  up  a  re- 
jTuiar  staodiB^  foice  throughout  the  whole  ezieot 
»f  the  Georgia  frontier;  to  male  it  an  aro^d 
«rrier  against  the  savages  1  Ouglu  he  not  to 
e  satisfied  that  the  vat  has.  terminated  ia  the 
naniMr  it  ha%  in  the  eooiplete  disperaioa  and 
oiii}oest  oi  the  enemyy  by  the  oaly  mode  in 
rhich  it  aould  be  done  promptly  and  completely  1 
^ughi  he  ttai  to  be  thankAil  that  his  eonstituenu 
an  now  parsiie  their  peaceful  aTOcatioos,  with- 
out hourly  apprehensions  of  murder  and  confla- 
;ratioa  1  If  any  If  regularities  have  happened  in 
he  coarse  of  thia  war,  leave  it  to  be  settled  he- 
ween  aa  and  Spain ;  let  us  not  be  guilty  of  soeh 
a onstroua  ingratitude  to  our  worthy  commaiid- 
r  as  to  forget  all  bis  services,  bis  midnight  vigils. 
od  his  tiolform  success,  by  passing  a  string  of 
*soIutioD8  which  many  of  us  do  ijot  comprehend, 
id  which  he  never  could  have  intended  to  vio- 
te.  For,  I  believe  ii  is  not  usual  to  censure  a 
»iieral  for  his  success ;  he  could  have  expected 


no  woiae  had  he  been  beatta.    This  is  b«i  peer 
eneoora^ ement  to  our  officers. 

But,  sir,  I  consider  these  reaolotiona  of  thegen- 
tleman  from  Georgia  as  a  complete  aeqaittal  of 
General  Jackson.  Becaase  they  imply  that  the 
prohibitions  they  impose  did  heretofore  exist. 
For,  if  they  do  exist,  where  is  the  use  of  their 
being  now  enaeted?  And  if  ihej^  do  not,  of 
course  General  Jackson  could  not  violate  them. 

As  to  the  power  of  General  Jackson,  he  had 
the  most  plenary.  I  will  not  occupy  your  time 
by  reading  the  many  letters  from  the  War  De- 
partment 00  thia  head,  but  will  content  myself  by 
calling  your  attention  to  the  concluding  paragrapa 
of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Govern- 
or Bibb,  of  the  17th  of  May  last :  ^'General  Jack- 
son is  vested  with  full  power  to  conduct  the  war 
in  a  manner  he  may  think  best."  Comment  oyi 
this  sentence  would  be  an  insult  to  the  under- 
standing of  this  House.  General  Jackson,  then, 
had  the  fullest  power  to  conduct  the  war  in  his 
own  way.  The  Government  divested  itself  of 
all  authority  over  it :  nothing  could  be  added  to 
the  one — nothing  could  be  taken  from  the  other. 
Sir,  I  shall  now  come  to  a  close.  I  believe  that 
we  have  not  the  right  to  pass  this  resolution  by 
the  Constitution ;  and  I  know  if  would  be  unmer- 
ited. Sir,  the  honorable  Speaker  closed  his  speech 
by  an  impressive  caution  to  us  act  to  set  a  prece- 
dent which  might  destroy  the  liberties  of  our 
country.  While  we  are  guarding  the  Qonatitu- 
tion  against  invasion  from  other  quarters,  )et  us 
take  care  that  we  do  not  violate  it  ourselves.  Sir, 
we  are  treading  ufKHisactcd  grouad.  If  we  pro- 
ceed, instead  o9  being  the  palladium,  we  m;fy  be- 
come the  grave  of  our  liberties.  If  we  pasa  these 
resolniions,  wa  aim  a  death-hlow  at  the  indaptn- 
deaee  of  the  Bxaeutive. 

Mr.  MiRoaa  (after  aa  aasttecessfol  motioa  fi»r 
the  Committea  to  rise)  proceeded  to  uoi^Id  his 
views  in  support  of  the  resoLotiona  j  ao4  had 
spoken  a  short  time,  when,  a  motion  for  the  Coa)« 
mittee  to  rise  being  made,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again*. 

Mr.  Mbbobr  then,  agreeably  to  an  iniimaiioa 
which  he  had  given  in  Committee  of  tho:  Whole, 
offered  the  following  resolution : 

Bmohtdy  That  the  Secrstaiiea  of  War  and  the  If »- 
vy  be  directed  to  lay  before  thia  Houas  a  copy  of  the 
militsiy  oideis  in  virtDs  of  which  the  Negro  Part* 
within  the  Tsiritoiy  of  Ssst  Florida,  waadMtioyad 
in  the  month  of  July,  1816,  together  with  the  corre* 
apondenee  of  Oolonel  Clinch  and  Comnodoea  Patter^ 
aen,  in  relation  lo  that  aventt 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Strotbbr,  the  following 
was  received  by  the  mover  as  a  part  of  the  reao* 
lution : 

<•  And  any  other  information  which  may  be  in  their 
power,  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  tne  Indians  in 
the  Seminole  country." 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  this  resolu- 
tion, in  which  Mr.  Merceb  stated  his  object  to  be 
to  show,  by  the  papers  called  for,  ^.,  that  the 
United  States  were  the  aggressors  in  the  war 
which  ensued  with  the  Seminole  Indiana. 
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On  pauiog  the  qocstioo  oo  Mr«  Mibobe'b  re- 
BolatioD,  it  waB  discovered  that  there  was  not  a 
quoram  of  the  members  present;  and  the  Hoase 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  26. 

Mr.  Smitb.  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Gtovernment  for 
the  year  1819;  which  was  read,  and  eommitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Basbbtt  addressed  the  Chair,  and  said 
that  he  rose  to  perform  a  pleasing  task,  becanse 
it  was  connected  with  humanity.  It  was  to  give 
praise  and  honor  where  praise  and  honor  were 
due.  It  was,  continued  Mr.  B.^  said  last  nigbt, 
from  that  chair,  that  sensible  objects  most  forci- 
bly attracted  us.  My  heart  responds  to  its  truth. 
Most  sensibly  did  I  feel,  on  beholding  in  that 
ehair  a  man  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  the 
amelioration  of  the  state  of  man;  one  who,  with- 
out influence  of  kindred  or  country,  and  without 
any  aid  save  thatof  a  common  tongue,  has  passed 
the  vast  Atlantic,  to  make  known  the  hidden 
powers  and  blessings  of  knowledge.  Thousands, 
aaid  Mr.  B.,  are  now  enjoying  the  happjr  fruits 
of  his  exertions,  and  millions  to  come  will  reap 
their  profits,  and  drink  again  and  again  of  the 
never*failing  spring.  I  should  do  injustice  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  to  dwell  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  B.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

JUtoked,  That  Joseph  Lancaster,  the  friend  of  letin- 
iBg  and  of  man,  be  admitted  to  a  seat  within  the  hall 
of  the  House  of  Repreeentatives. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  miliury  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spenobb, 

Euolved^  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  permit  the  attendance  of  the  hon- 
orable David  Daggett,  and  the  honorable  William 
Hunter,  members  of  their  body,  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  appoint* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  official  conduct  oi  William 
P.  Van  Ness  and  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  to  be 
examined  touching  the  subject  of  the  said  inquiry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbbobr,  the  House  took  up 
and  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  yesterday,  near  the  hour  of  adjournment, 
calling  for  copies  of  certain  documents  from  the 
W/ir  and  Navy  Departments,  illustrative  of  the 
inquiry  now  pending  before  the  House— and 
agreed  to  the  same. 

The  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  payment  to 
invalid  pensioners;  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett; 
and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phoebe 
Stuart,  were  severally  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Haooah  Riik|uA 
Luther  Frink,  was  ordered  to  a  third  iadi&{-, 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Joieph  Bcu- 
lieu,  was  uken  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  theubk. 

REGULATION  OF  COIN& 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  from  the  commiilee  tppoioted 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  ezpedicDt  to  mike  uj 
amendment  in  the  laws  whieh  regulste  (heeoioi 
of  the  United  States,  and  foreign  eoiDi,Di()etke 
following  report : 

That  the  laws  of  the  United  SUtM  mib  til  fold 
and  lilTer  coins  isined  from  their  Min^iafSpioiik 
dollars,  and  the  parts  of  snch  doUsiSi  t  lc{tl  teoder 
for  the  payment  of  debts.  The  gold  eouiof  Gmt 
Britain,  Portugal,  France,  Spain,  and  the  baman 
of  Spain*  and  the  crowns  and  five  Irtne  piecntf 
France,  are  also  declared  to  be  a  tendcTi  by  lo  td 
passed  on  the  29th  of  April,  1818.  ThflMooiDi,a- 
cepting  the  five  franc  pieces,  had  been  madele|illij 
two  earlier  acta,  which  had  been  allowed  to  a^ 
and  their  renewal^  with  alight  modificition,  bos  be 
attributed,  not  to  a  disregard  of  the  inooDTeoioMi 
which  the  nse  of  coins  so  various  and  ooeqnalin  tbdi 
parity  must  produce,  bat  to  the  exigenciet  of  a  coos- 
try  endeavoring  suddenly  to  recover  a  epede  gki^ 
tion.  The  act  of  1816  was  acoordinghf  peaed  M 
for  three  years,  and  will  expire  on  the  29th  of  Ajni, 
1B19,  after  which,  no  foreign  com  bat  the  Sptosk 
dollar  will,  under  oar  present  lawi,  psa  eontniu 
money  within  the  United  Sutes.  The  act  ibr  eiti^ 
lishing  a  Mint  was  passed  in  April,  1793,  ioditwu 
then  expected  thst  foreign  coin%  indading  tbeSns- 
ish  dollar,  might  be  disused  after  three  jeen.  Bsl, 
neither  an  examination  of  the  laws  which  w(S^ 
the  cuirency  of  American  and  foreign  coins,  nor  tbi 
obsenratxons  of  the  effects  which  they  bs?e  ai  jet  pn- 
dnced,  will  justify  us  in  expecting  that  s  cootioiei 
relianoe  upon  them  will  enable  as  to  diipeiue  it  mj 
time  with  foreign  coins. 

The  gold  or  silver  bullion  carried  to  the  Mint  by 
indiridnals  ia  coinoJ,  if  it  be  of  standard  fioeiMSi 
without  charge  or  aeignorage,  and  if  it  be  below  tbi 
standard,  the  expenie  of  refining  it  onlj  if  H  ^ 
them.  All  foreign  gold  and  ailTer  coins  received  k; 
the  Treasury,  must  be  **  coined  anew,  previAS  ^ 
their  being  iianed  in  dreolation."  These  iff  |^ 
only  proTisions  whidh  the  Isw  hss  made  for  loppljiBf 
the  Mint  with  gold  and  ailTer ;  and  the  bit  pronsM 
is  without  effect,  since  banks  hate  become  tbe  ^ 
depositorieB  of  public  money. 

The  silver  which  is  most  fieqasndy  VeMfbt  »<» 
the  United  States,  in  the  common  osoim  ef  oeaBie^ 
dal  bosinesB,  is  the  Spmiiah  dollar.  But  iediniww 
have  no  inducement  of  interest  to  send  lbs  ^0^^ 
the  Mint  Within  the  United  Sutes  it  hn  en  ^r 
value  with  the  American  dollar,  and  in  msT  ^<"^ 
countries  a  much  higher  Talue.  The  Hist,  howet«i 
has  been  employed  in  converting  Spanish  into  S3BS^ 
ican  doUars ;  bat  it  has  been  employed  by  benkt,  d« 
individoab.  The  American  dollar  and  hilf  doUtf' 
howerer,  have  been  found  not  unfit  for  ^^V^^ 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  hss  mede  W 
imporUtiona  of  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France,  whia 
it  prefers,  because  it aapposcs  them  less  likely^'' 
exported  than  other  coins.  -^ 

The  legal  value  of  the  American  and  foreign  cous 
which  are  current  in  the  United  States,  is  «>  nW 
proportioned  in  each  to  the  pure  metal  which  it  c""* 
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taiiii»tl»t«  where  a  Temitteace  bto  be  made  in  ipeeiey 
the  ibreifn  end  nttioDftl  coin  will  be  eent  to  men  j  eomi* 
triee  tfanoet  Indiflerentlj,  except  that  coin  of  the  ne- 
tioB  to  wfaicb  the  remittance  m  to  be  made,  will  be 
pfelened,  whenever  it  can  be  procared.  On  the  other 
nand,  if  a  remittance  in  ipeeie  ii  to  be  made  to  the 
United  Btatee,  the  coins  of  half  of  Eorope  aerre  the  pnr- 
poaea  of  money  here  aa  well  aa  oar  own.  Thia  Tarietj 
of  cnrrent  coin,  reanlta  indeed  lirom  a  temporarT  law ; 
bat,  wUle  the  dollar  of  Spain,  and  that  of  the  United 
Statea,  are  of  exactly  the  aame  Talae  widiin  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  and  of  nearly  the  aame  Talna  in  many  of 
the  Ibreign  conntriea  to  which  our  remittancea  of 
apede  take  place,  it  woald  be  anreaaonable  to  expect 
that  the  merefaant  ahoald  not  often  make  them  indif- 
iarently  the  aabjecta  of  exportation. 

It  ia,  howcTer,  tme,  that  in  Canton,  and  many  parte 
of  the  Eaat  Indiea,  the  Spaniih  dollar  ii  Talued  mach 
higher  than  that  of  the  United  Statea,  or  than  any 
other  coin,  in  proportion  to  the  qaantity  ofpare  ailver 
which  it  contmina.  In  many  parte  of  the  £^t  Indiei , 
indeed,  no  other  coin  ia  current.  But,  in  anch  aa 
have  minta  of  their  own,  aa  in  the  Britiah  poaaeaaiona, 
oar  Goine  are  eetimated  at  their  real  Talae,  or  nearly 
ao.  The  annaal  exportation  of  atlTcr  flom  Canton  to 
Britiih  India,  ia  known  to  be  very  larger  and  thie  cir^ 
enmitance  can  hardly  fiul  to  raiae  the  price  of  Amer- 
ican nher,  even  in  Canton,  alowly  aa  caatoma  and 
opiniona  change  there ;  at  any  rate  they  cannot  calca* 
late  on  the  preference  of  Spaniah  dollara  leading  ex- 
dofliTely  to  their  exportation;  while  of  the  artidee 
which  we  import  from  the  Eaat  Indiea,  induding  China, 
nearly  one-half  ia  drawn  fiom  conntriee  in  which  oar 
coina  are  all  ralaed  nearly  in  the  j  oat  proportion  to 
their  parity  and  weight ;  and  each  waa  the  proportion 
in  our  importationa,  at  leaat  daring  the  year  1817. 

The  equal  proportion  between  the  legal  and  intrinaic 
▼alae  of  American  and  Ibreign  coins,  which  tenda  to 
prodaee  their  indiaeriminate  exportation,  haa  alao  an 
onfaTorable  effect  upon  their  use  in  manufacturea. 
The  diflerenee  between  the  qaantity  of  pure  silver  in 
the  American  and  Spanish  dollar,  ia  not  such  aa  to ' 
Jbrm  any  obatade  to  the  employment  of  the  former,  by 
the  manufacturer  of  plate.  Fortunately,  however, 
an  objection  to  it  ia  frequently  found  in  the  quality  of 
the  aUoy,  which  makes  it  more  difficult  to  be  worked. 
Aa  to  our  gold  coini,  they  are  employed  with  as  much 
advantage  by  the  manatheturer  aa  any  foreign  coina, 
and  with  more  advantage  than  some  of  thoee  whidi 
are  made  carrent  by  law.  Nor  ia  the  qaantity  d  gold 
and  diver  annually  employed  in  the  manuftotorea  of 
the  United  Statea,  now  an  ineondderable  one. 

To  preeerve  the  coins  which  are  iasued  from  the 
Mint  from  being  mdted  and  exported,  the  lawa  must 
give  them  some  advantagee  in  inter nel  commerce  over 
Ibrdgn  coina  of  equal  purity  and  weight  In  reapeet 
to  the  gold  coinage  of  the  United  States,  the  Mint  de- 
pends fer  ite  sap^^  of  bullion  upon  barJM  or  Individ- 
mais,  aa  it  do«i  ra  the*  eoliiage  of  silver.  But  there  is 
a  difficulty  in'thcioperationa  ef  the  Mint,  which  ia  pe- 
culiar to  the  coinage  of  the  gold.  The  relative  value 
of  gold  to  diver  ii  fixed  by  our  law  at  one  to  fifteen, 
which  is  mudi  below  the  relative  value  which  ie  as- 
signed to  It  in  all  those  countries  from  which  we  might 
have  expected  to  procure  it.  In  Spain  apd  Portugal, 
the  legal  valoe  of  gold  is  to  that  of  silver  as  one  to  six- 
teen ;  end  in  the  colony  of  Spain  with  which  our  inter- 
oeurse  ia  moot  frequent  and  valuable,  (Cuba)  ita  price  in 
commerce  is  at  least  seventeen  for  one.    Hence,  wo  are 


not  only  prednded  In  the  cemmoD  eoaiee  of  trade  tnm 
obtaining  geld  fkom  theee  rich  aooreee  of  eupply,  hot 
the  little  which  finda  ite  way  into  the  conntiy  Iroa 
other  qaarten^  ia  drawn  from  na  by  the  higher  eattmate 
which  ia  there  placed  upon  it.    In  France,  the  legal 
valneof  gold  iato  that  of  silver  neartyaa  1  to  16 1-8.    In 
most  parte  of  Italy,  it  ia  aomewhat  higher.    In  Eng^ 
land,  ailver  coin  is  only  carrent  in  emdl  auma ;  but  if 
a  apecie  drculation  ahail  be  reetored  in  that  coontiy 
on  the  bene  of  ito  preeent  mint  regulations,  the  relative 
value  of  gold  to  silver  will  be  aboat  1  lor  16  1-6.    The 
exaction  of  a  aeignorage  on  ite  ailver  coina  makee  die 
comperiaon  lees  eaay ;  but  the  merchant  who  ahall 
carry  bullion  to  the  Britiah  mint,  will  obtain  very 
nearly  the  aame  amount  of  current  money  for  one 
ounce  ofpare  gold,  or  16  1-6  of  pure  ailver.    In  Hol- 
land, the  relative  value  of  gold  to  silver  is  estimated 
(if  there  have  been  no  recent  changes  in  reapeet  to  it) 
St  1  to  about  14  3-4.    In  Germany,  and  the  north  of 
Earope,  the  value  may  be  aUted  aa  rather  below  aa 
average  of  1  to  16.    The  Weat  Indiee,  which  are  prob- 
ably our  moat  condderahle  bullion  market,  eatimate 
gold  in  proportion  to  diver  very  little,  if  at  aU,  bdow 
an  average  of  1  to  16.    And  thia  ia  don%  although 
aome  of  the  moat  condderable  cdoniee  bdong  to  Pow- 
ers whose  lawa  aasign  to  gold  a  lower  rdative  value  in 
theii  £  uropean  dominiona.    Thb  eatimate,  which  wee 
forced  open  many  of  the  cdoniee  by  the  neceedtr  of 
giving  for  gold  the  price  which  it  commanded  in  thdr 
ndghborhood,  and  particularly  in  the  oountriea  which 
formed  the  great  aoureee  of  their  supply,  seeme  to  in- 
dicate the  fair  proportion  between  the  metals  in  the 
Weat  Indies,  since  it  is  believed  to  have  been  in  meet 
instancea,  confirmed  by  the  colonial  lawa,  rather  than 
introduced  by  them.    The  difference  eatablished  by 
custom  in  the  United  Statea,  between  coined  gold  and 
silver,  before  the  establishment  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, seems  to  have  been  nearly  as  1  to  16  6-10.    The 
difference  proposed  by  Congress,  in  their  resolution  of 
the  8th  of  August,  1786,  was  nearly  1  to  16  1-4 ;  and 
the  redaction  in  the  valuation  of  gold  by  the  act  of 
April  12th,  1792,  to  the  proportion  of  1  to  16,  may  be 
attributed  to  the  bdief,  which  waa  expressed  in  the  re- 
port on  which  that  act  was  founded, "  that  the  higheat 
actual  proportion  in  any  part  of  Europe,  very  little,  if 
at  all,  exceeda  1  to  15 ;  and  that  the  average  propor- 
tion waa  probably  not  more  than  1  to  14  8-10.''    The 
difficulty  of  obtaming  correct  information  upon  pointa 
of  thia  kind,  makes  it  not  improbable,  that  there  may 
have  been  some  error  as  to  the  state  of  the  Mint  regu- 
lationa  of  Europe  at  the  period  of  the  report.    But,  be 
thia  aa  it  may,  the  prindple  which  seems  to  be  assumed 
in  it,  that  the  valuation  of  gold  in  this  country  should 
be  higher  than  in  Europe,  would  lead  to  the  concludon, 
that  the  present  vdaation  of  1  to  15  is  too  low. 

Thia  oondudon  ia  confirmed  by  the  drcumetance 
of  the  contract  made  not  long  dnce,  between  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Statee  and  Messrs^  Baring  and  Heed, 
for  the  aopply  of  apede.  Under  thia  contract  gold 
and  silver  wers  to  be  fornished,  if  it  were  practicable* 
in  equal  amounta,  according  to  the  American  relative 
vduatton  of  1  to  16.  Upwards  of  two  milliona  dT  dol- 
la»  of  ailver  have  been  accordingly  auppUed,  but  not 
an  ounce  of  gold. 

As  the  committee  entertain  no  doabt  that  gold  ie 
estimated  below  ita  fair  relative  value,  in  compariaon 
to  ailver,  by  the  preeent  regulationa  of  the  Mint;  and 
aa  it  can  acareely  be  conndered  aa  having  formed  a 
material  part  of  our  money  circulation  for  the  laat 
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^M«tj-w  3F««ii»  tlMf  li«T«  BO  bfliUfttiffli  in  reoom- 
mcodiiig  that  its  valoaUon  aliAU  be  reiaed,  00  m  to 
omIm  it  bear  a  juiter  proportion  to  ila  price  in  the  com- 
merciai  world.  Bat  the  amaUeat  change  which  ia 
Uhely  to  aecuie  thia  olgect  (a  jnat  prop^tion  of  gold 
Qoina  in  onr  drcolatioa)  ia  that  which  the  commitlee 
pvafer,  and  th^  belieTA  it  auffioient  to  reatore  gold  to 
ila  original  Yaluation  in  thia  coantrj,  of  1  to  16  6»10. 

Bnt,  although  the  Mint  regulationa  aaaj  aflhd  the 
proportion  of  American  and  fonign»  or  of  gold  and 
ailTer  coin,  in  the  country,  it  leeiaa  difficult  toaoppeoe 
that  they  can  reduce  the  general  amoont  of  apeeie  be- 
low the  quantity  which  our  boaineai  really  reqnirea. 
And  yet,  there  ia  no  complaint  more  generally  made, 
than  that  of  a  want  of  apeeie,  in  any  ^ape. 

What,  then,  are  the  droumatancea  which  produce 
thia  acknowledged  difficulty  of  retaining  gold  and  «l> 
^ler  coin  in  thia  countiy  ?  We  are  told  of  the  immenae 
amount  of  our  foreign  importationi,  and  it  ta  plain 
enough,  that  if  we  did  not  import  from  other  oountriea, 
we  ahould  not  export  ailTer  or  anything  else.  -  But  we 
retain,  and  employ  in  our  aerrice,  among  all  the  artidea 
whidi  we  proonoe,  and  all  we  tiaffic  in,  whatOTerauita 
our  waata,  eonvenience,  or  taate.  Wardiooaca  enlarge, 
and  ahopa  multiply,  to  the  meaaure  of  the  augmented 
demand ;  and  even  gold  and  allver,  in  every  ahape  but 
thai  of  money,  are  imported  from  abroad,  or  mann- 
factored  at  home,  and  looe  their  migratory  chaimcler 
whenever  they  become  plate^  and  cannot  be  exported 
without  loeat  The  want  of  gold  and  ailver  coin  cannot, 
therefore,  proceed  from  an  inability  on  our  part  to  buy, 
or  in  other  oountriea  to  aupply  our  wanta. 

There  ia,  howe,ver,  one  branch  of  commerce  which 
aeema  obvioualy  connected  with  the  disappearance  of 
iBcde,  and  which  muat  be  admitted  to. exert  a  atrong 
diatorbliig  power  on  the  whole  ayatem  of  our  currency. 
The  trade  ef  the  Eaat  Indies,  has,  in  all  ages,  carried  to 
thoae  conntriea  the  ailver  of  c^veiy  part  of  the  world 
which  eonanmed.  their  produce,  and  the  0i|itfd  Statea 
have  a  very  large  ahare  of  this  trade.  The  whole 
amount  of  our  current  coin  ia  not  mobably  more  than 
double  that  which  has  been  exported  in  a  aingle  year  to 
India,  indudtng  China  in  the  general  term,  will  not 
an  exportation  as  great.as  thi%  go  far  to  account  for  the 
defidency  of  silver  in  onr  droulation  1  And  yet,  a  di- 
rect trade  with  India,  if  it  encourage  a  lower  conaump- 
tion  of  her  prodi^oe,  givea  us  that  produce  at  a  much 
lower  rate,  if  it  cany  from  the  country  a  great  amount 
of  spede,  probably  adds  by  an  equal  sum  to  our  salea 
in  foreign  markets.  The  annual  exports  in  American 
vessels  from  the  United  States^  and  all  other  places, 
to  Chins  and  the  Bast  Indies,  can  hardly  be  estimated 
at  more  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  our  sales  of  East  Indian  artides 
in  Europe,  exceed  that  amount  The  value  of  mer- 
chandise froih  China  and  India,  annoally  conaumed  in 
the  United  Statea,  ia  probably  equal  to  tw  milUona  of 
dollars ;  and  if  this  be  so,  die  consumption  of  Beat  In- 
daaa  articlea  by  the  United  Statea,  ia  paid  for  by  the 
mere  j^fits  of  the  trade.  A  branch  of  indoatiy  in 
which  three  thouaand  men  (for  thia  ia  about  the  num- 
ber of  aeamen  in  the  India  trade)  add  $£^000,000  to 
the  annual  produce  of  the  count^^,  would  be  worthy 
of  protection  even  if  it  were  not  connected  with  eon* 
aiderationa  of  naval  defence.  Theae  views  mey  make 
ua  doubt  whether  the  India  trade  tends  to  diminish 
the  average  quantity  of  ailver  in  the  United  Sutea. 
Its  effect  in  the  nationa  which  have  engaged  in  it  be- 
fore onrselvee,  haa  been,  generally,  to  inigease  their 


specie  drcnlatienaa  wall  ae  their  natal  stiBBgtk  k^ 
it  aeema  reaaonahle  that  it  should  have  done  n.  lU 
man  auppooea  that  Holland,  by  aupp^ing  Uu  nit«( 
Europe  with  apices,  left  her  own  waati  umppliii 
Nobody  apprehends  that  onr  market  moit  h%  do^toti 
of  teaiw  because  we  export  millions  of  pooadi  amioil^, 
and  why  should  the  dealen  in  silvei,  nobsr  ilwi  ii 
spices  or  teas,  make  no  provision  (or  tlis  bone  <!•> 
mand?  When  Oenoot  Venicei  Portngil,  Hoiiial, 
earned  on  an  extensive  trade  in.SastlndiaaiiiicIa, 
and  had  no  paper  drcnlation,  they  wars  ibdepootoi 
rias  of  the  silver  of  Europe.  When  the  Sisleiof  Ann* 
ica  had  no  trade  to  the  Beat  Indies,  bait /bU  japer 
circulation,  they  were  deatitute  of  silver.  Wiaomr 
the  trade  haa  existed  without  the  peper,i|iaihvbeea 
abundant,  and  scarce  alwaya  where  thsjmlaitff 
isted,  either  with  or  without  the  trade.  WemulcoDf 
dude  that  when  predous  metals  become  mice,  vUk 
the  price  of  fordgn  and  domestic  prodactions  coDtiattv 
high,  their  scardty  reaults  not  from  the  oountiy  beiof 
unable  to  procure  or  retain  them,  but  from  iti  choosqi 
to  employ  a  substitute  for  their  use. 

While,  however,  the  ladia  trade  has  foib^  ia 
tendency  in  itaelf  to  leeaea  the  average  amoont  odpe* 
de  employed  in  the  conaliji^  it  prodaoei,  uds  tbi 
preeeat  mint  and  bank  system  of  the  United  8UH 
the  most  inconvenient  effiect  on  the  cursn^*  '^ 
general  demand  of  the  commerdal  world  for  the  bi> 
teiial  of  which  we  make  our  money,  is  oMfol  by  gn* 
ing  stability  to  iU  value,  Butif  asUteof  tkiagiie 
auppoeed  in  which  one  conntiy  haa  a  eoait«ildwiM 
for  thia  money,  taking  froon  ua  nothing  elee,vkiiefi 
aro  obliged  to  keep  up  onr  quantity  of  im|SititiMft 
from  othflir  States  it  ia  obviQua  that  adsnsad  uvin^ 
pty  like  this,  inatoad  of  making  <Mir  dicuktioD  equkK 
or  proportioned  to  our  wauM,  must  jprodDee  tlut  119 
inatabUity  in  the  value  of  money  which  the  pncieBf 
metala  are  emplojred  to  remove*  Undonbtedlj  1 » 
tion,  like  an  individual,  if  it  owe  a  debt  mtut  pi;  iti 
and  if  it  have  np  other  means  of  payment,  moit  erea 
export  its  coin  for  the  purpose.  BnW  tlthoogli  tbif »' 
■portation  cannot  be  prevented,  when  a  geneni  btbnoi 
exists  against  the  nation,  it  is  still  true,  that  the  con 
or  money  of  the  country  should  not  be  the  objed  a 
regular  remittance  in  any  foreign  tnde.  Noruitw 
with  eny  commerciel  nation  but  the  United  Suiei< 

But  the  inoonvenieiiee  of  making  the  coib  or  nouT 
of  the  Btatatheol^eciof  regnlarnnitteeMiA*"' 
edgn  trade,  is  giaatly  enhanced  in  a  mnuy^^ 
like  the  United  States  hen  a  mixed  ckcsiatiPB  ef90fl* 

and  of  the  paper  of  banka  of  diaeennt. 

WhUe  theae  haaka  remove  a  laigep9itiQe«[^ 
whoee  place  they  aapply  by  their  nelet  tf^  ^*J^ 
they  give  1^  new  diaracter  to  that  which  leinaio^  TMU 
obligatioa  to  piQr  apeeie  upon  demand, niko  *^^^ 
moat  important  oflke  of  the  predoua  mctob  ^^f^, 
late  iOid  reatraia  the  iasne,  and  to  support  the  oedivoi 
bank  paper.  , 

A  proeperoua  condition  of  trade,  an  ibos^^j^^ 
native  product^  and  a  foreign  demand  for  ^^^^^ 
requirea  a  laige  drcnlation,  produce  an  iocfftae^  itfv 
of  paper  on  the  part  of  the  banks.  This  TCiyF^^fP^ 
ia  the  incentive  to  a  trade  to  India,  which  not  00)71^ 
atracts  very  largefy  from  the  silver  coin  of  the  comrh 
but  obliges  the  banks  to  withdnw  a  stiU  ^.•^ 
of  their  paper.  Under  this  system,  indeed,  the  ibP*|2[ 
tion  of  what  the  lawa  make  cuixent  coin,  '^^'^f^^*'^ 
as  well  as  iU  exportation;  but  the  qoantiQr^T 
money,  and  its  value  flucUato  with  the  sotioas  •» 
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tkeirindt.  TIm  BulUtre  oMifsd  to«oal»et  tMr 
diKoanti,  aM  only  by  a  f«n«nil  or  dnriblo  oteto  of 
•xcbaoge,  but  from  Umtpattaj  oaium,  oad  from  tho 
eondition  of  a  pofCieiilor  trade. 

Bat  the  India  trade,  under  the  preient  lyitem  of 
onr  coine,  prodaeea  another  and,  nUunately  perhapi, 
a  woreo  eflfeet  upon  the  operation!  of  the  banu.  We 
hare  fpoken  of  the  inconveniences  which  that  trade 
mnat  eanee,  if  the  banki  which  ieiao  paper  redeem  it 
by  apecte  whenerer  it  ie  presented.  On  thii  tupposi- 
tion  the  merchant  will  make  no  e£fort  to  prepare  the 
bullion  or  the  Spanish  dollars  which  he  wints  fbr  the 
India  market ;  the  bank  collects  them  without  charge  ; 
be  will  draw  from  that  reservoir,  and  avoid  the  risk 
and  trooble  of  the  doable  operation.  Bat  the  banks 
do  not  ahraya  pay  specie  promptly  and  willingl^r  when 
It  is  required  ror  the  India  tram.  Their  resistanee 
indeed  must  be  often  ine£Eectoal,  although  it  costs 
•omelhing  to  the  merchant  and  gives  some  profit  to 
tho  broker.  But  if  a  combination  of  banks  ean  dose 
their  vaults  whenever  the  public  interest  may  seem  to 
raqnire  it,  the  best  limitation  upon  the  issue  of  paper 
is  dcatroyed,  and  the  stability  of  our  eurrency,  and  the 
execution  of  eontracts,  have  no  higher  security  than 
the  public  spirit  and  disinterestedness  of  their  direc- 
tors. While  our  coins  are  such  fes  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  merchant  habitually  to  remit  to  India,  the  apology 
for  evading  their  engagements  will  be  sometimes  made 
by  the  baus  and  encouraged  by  the  people. 

Whether  we  are  to  have  banks  or  not,  however,  the 
principles  which  would  proscribe  the  India  trade,  are 
incompatible  with  &ir  and  wise  legislatioa;  but  it 
is  desirable  that  the  regulations  of  the  Mint  should  be 
soch  as  nwy  prevent  that  trade  from  alternately  filling 
and  draining  the  dreulation  of  the  country ;  such  ae 
shall  not  eaeeurage  the  mevehant  to  make  its  coine  the 
regular  snbjecte  of  foreign  exportation. 

The  inoonvenienoes  which  have  been  attributed  to 
onr  present  system  of  coins,  would  in  a  great  measure 
be  removed,  it  gold  should  be  made  the  only  legal  ten- 
der fat  all  debte  above  a  moderate  amount.  In  fiivor 
of  such  a  provision,  it  may  justly  be  said  that  there  has 
been  less  variation  for  some  centuries  in  the  value  of 
gold  than  of  silver,  and  that  it  would  avoid  the  em« 
barrassments  which  aire  inseparable  from  a  mixed  dr* 
cnlatibn  of  both  metals.  The  balances  of  payments 
between  diflerent  States  would  be  settled  with  more 
ease  than  if  our  coins  were  prindpally  silver,  and  the 
traveller  would  be  relieved  from  the  loss  and  Imposi- 
tion which  he  frequently  sufiers  when  he  carries  with 
him  bank  notes,  the  value  of  which  must  vary  with 
the  course  of  trader  because  their  transmission  cannot 
extingntsb  a  debt,  though  it  may  change  its  form  iud 
ite  parties.  But»  whatever  may  be  the  advantagee  of 
a  circalation,  consisting  prindpally  of  gold,  we  have 
been  too  long  adenstomed  to  condder  silver  as  thenrin* 
dpal  measure  of  value  to  make  it  prudent,  or  indeed, 
practicable,  to  supersede  its  office*  To  attempt  by 
law  to  prevent  the  currency,  or  to  deciy  the  vslue  of 
a  ^etal  which  the  public  consider  as  the  standard  of 
▼alne,  would  be  much  more  futile  than  the  enterprise 
of  giving  legal  value  to  a  substance  intrindcally  uesti* 
tnte  of  it  There  have,  indeed,  been  countries  in 
which  the  use  of  silver,  in  large  payments,  has  been 
abolished,  and  gold  substituted,  but  it  is  believed  that 
in  those  instances  law  has  only  confirmed  the  diange 
whidi  had  been  made  by  custom. 

W«  may  condude  thai^  in  any  mnendment  whkh 
may  be  made  to  the  lawe  reepeetint  tfieeeftteof  Ike 


United  Butee,  thoee  of  dleer  muet  eOntinue  to  be 
a  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts. 

An  advantage  may  be  afbrded  to  Ameiiean  silver 
coins  in  internal  eommeroe,  over  Ibreign  coine  of  equal 
polity  and  weight,  dther  by  sadgning  a  disdnished 
value  to  Ibreign  coin,  and  particularly  to  Spanish  dol- 
lars, or  by  reducing  the  wdgkt  of  the  Americmi 
dollar. 

The  first  is  imptaeticable. .  The  Spanish  ddliir, 
whatever  our  laws  may  be.  will  be  recdfud  by  the 
banks  and  the  people. 

bi  all  dvilined  countries,  (except  Chiita,  in  which 
there  is  no  mint,)  it  has  been  considered  as  the  ofiBoe 
of  the  Government  to  ascertain,  by  Its  stamp,  Ihe 
weight  and  fineness  of  the  metds  which  are  used  as 
money.  In  some  countriee,  and  ^ese  the  most  en- 
lightened and  l^ral,  the  State  exacts  no  duty  upon 
this  stamp  or  coinage,  so  tiiat  the  individual  receives 
from  the  Mint,  in  coin,  the  exact  quantity  of  pure 
metd  which  he  has  depodted  in  bullion.  This  is  the 
case  in  France,  in  Britain,  in  respect  to  her  gold  oolns, 
and  it  was  so  until  recently  in  respect  to  her  silver, 
and  in  the  United  Statee.  In  France  and  Great  Brit , 
ahi,  however,  no  fbtmgn  coin  is  allowed  to  be  currsnt. 
Under  this  vfstem,  the  merchant  is  encouraged  to  ckt- 
ly  to  the  Mint  whatever  bullion  he  receives;  the  dr- 
eulation of  the  countrv  is  increased  or  diminished 
without  artificial  impediments,  as  the  state  of  its  trade 
may  require,  and  the  value  of  the  coin  is  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  general  vdue  of  the  metal  in  the  c6Ai- 
merdal  world.  It  is  beliOved  that,  both  in  France  and 
England,  however,  it  is  liiade  penal  to  export  or  melt 
the  coin. 

Upon  the  first  estabMshment  of  a  Mint  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  question  of  a  eeignorage  vpen  the 
coin  was  neeeesarily  presented  to  the  Lei^slatutfe. 
The  Secretary  of  the  TreasUiy,  In  hk  report  on  the 
establishment  of  a  Mint,  urges  the  propriety  of  oom- 
nieneing  our  coinage  without  a  seignora^e,  or  with 
a  small  one.  "  It  will  be  better  to  increase  it  hereaf- 
ter,'* he  ssys,  ''if  this  shaH  be  found  expedient,  than 
to  recede  from  too  condderable  a  dUlerence.'*  ' 

A  sdgnoi/sge  in  the  United  States  wUrpreduce  tiM 
efiect  which  results  in  other  countriee,  from  fb#eign 
coins  not  being  allowed  to  be  current.  It  "ntll  eaose 
the  national  coin  to  be  more  valudile  at  home  thin 
abroad.  It  will  prevent  Its  being  melted  or  exported 
while  other  eofo  can  be  procured,  and  may  thus  eflbet, 
in  some  degree,  by  an  sneffication  to  the  interests  of 
the  dtfaten,  an  olQeet  which  the  penal  providohs  of 
other  States  have  been  very  unsucoiessful  In  attdfling. 
It  will  indireetty  axdode  foreign  edn  from  eiroulation, 
endtfane  esake  the quantl^  mid  vdue  of  edit  wUsh 
wo  employ  more  tmifotm.  It  must  be  considered,  how- 
over,  ae  prindpnlly  reootemendcd  by  tho  ebaraOMr -and 
amount  of  our  trade  to  India,  and  it  will  be  reaeem- 
boi^  that  thee  trade  had  been  eOarcdy  opened  at  the 
period  of  Mr.  Handltett's  npptU 

If  a  small  adgnotage  be  itepeeed  upon  the  dlv^ 
Oehi  of  the  United  Statesb  and  no  other  foreign  c«in 
but  the  Spanish  dollar  be  allowed  to  be  eunrent,  it  U 
probable  that  siKuTt  from  the  same  connteiee'and  to 
the  sumo  amount,  would  be  sent  to  the  Mint  as  if 
there  were  no  eeignongob  Without  a  seignorage^  it 
would  bo  sent  only  when  it  was  wanted  for  the  dreu- 
lation of  dw  eonniry;  and  it  would  be  ee  vdiisUe  to 
tho  ittdivited  for  this  pnrpoee^  after  Ihe  duly  irae  Ab- 
ducted, ae  if  there  were  none.  The  Mint  woidd  not, 
inthb  tmm,  xeeeteSfenidi  deUesi^  ottd  it  does  not 
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ttow.  Th«  btnks  wovid  liave  a&  obTkrai  intentt  in 
eoiiTertuig  all  their  eoin  into  that  which  would  be 
least  liable  to  exportation.  The  India  merchant,  nn- 
iUkle,  aller  a  abort  time,  to  collect  his  cargo  to  adran- 
tage  irom  the  dreolating  moaej  of  the  oountrj,  weald 
prepare  his  silver  for  India,  as  he  does  his  moslins  for 
Europe.  Neither  this  regolation,  however,  or  wmy 
other,  will  retain  in  the  country  a  quantity  of  coin 
diqiroportiooed  to  thci  amount  of  property  which  it  is 
employed  in  exchanging.  It  will  not  prevent  the  per- 
petual banishment  of  the  precious  metals»  if  a  paper 
not  eonvertible  into  specie  is  supported  bylaw  or  pub- 
lie  opinion.  It  may,  indeed,  well  be  questioned  whe- 
ther a  sound  circulation  can  be  obtained  with  an 
amount  of  bank  paper  as  large  as  we  have  had,  even 
at  periods  subsequent  to  the  Ute  war,  and  whether  the 
•mount  can  be  permanently  diminished  unless  the 
present  bank  capital  of  the  country  be  reduced.  But 
these  questions  do  not  foil  within  the  province  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  lavrs  ''  which 
ngulate  the  coins  of  the  United  States  and  foreign 


In  a  foir  exposition  of  the  efibcts  of  a  seignorage 
upon  coins,  it  must  be  admitted  that,  where  it  is  ex- 
actedy  coin  will  bo  generally,  but  not  always,  more 
valuable  than  iU  weight  in  bullion.  While,  then,  it 
is  believed  that,  in  the  United  States,  it  would  tend  to 
make  the  value  of  our  money  more  uniform,  it  is  not 
denied  that  an  opposiie  result  may  sometimes,  and 
where  the  seignorage  is  high  enough  to  make  it  a 
resource  of  Government,  may  often  be  produced  by  it. 

A  nation  which  employs  both  gold  and  silver  as  its 
legal  money  has  an  additional  inducement  to  those 
which  have  been  mentioned  for  establishing  a  seign- 
orage on  one  or  both  metals.  The  relative  value  of 
these  continually  changes ;  and  a  small  change  which, 
without  a  seignortge,  would  make  it  the  interest  of 
the  merchant  to  export  the  one  and  import  the  other, 
will  not  produce  that  effect  if  there  be  a  seignorage 
upon  the  undervalued  metaL 

The  reasons  which  may  be  urgedin  favor  of  a  seign- 
orage- upon  silver  have  not  the  same  force  in  respect 
to  our  gold  coins*  There  is  no  country  to  which  gold 
is  tha  regular  oljcci  of  remittance  from  the  United 
Statea ;  and  a  difference  of  valuation  is  not  iiecsesaiy 
in  Older  to  give  to  the  gold  coin  of  the  United  States 
an  advantage,  in  internal  commerce,  over  other  coin, 
because  it  is  not  impracticable  to  exclude  foreiga  fold 
direct^  (torn  general  circulatioii. 

The  committoa  submit  to  the  House  tha  following 
piovistons : 

1.  That  U  85-100  grains  of  pure  sUvar  shall  ba  de- 
ducted as  a  seignorage  out  of  every  amount  of  871 
t6-100  grains  of  such  silver  deposited  for  coiBaga  at 
the  Mint,  so  as  to  make  the  dollar  of  the  United  States 
eontahi  856  40-100  of  para  silver,  or  809  88-100  of  I 
standard  silver;  sad  that  the  smsller  coins  shall  eon- 
tain  proportional  quantitiee  of  auch  silver. 

8.  That  the  eagle  shall  contain  887  98-100  grains 
of  pure  gold,  and  85961-100  of  standard  gold,  and  the 
smaller  coins  proportional  quantities. 

8.  That  the  proviebn  of  the  preeent  law»  making 
parts  of  dollars  less  than  halvee  a  tender  in  payment 
of  debts,  shall  be  limited  so  as  to  apply  only  to  debts 
below  five  dollan. 

4.  That  an  appropriation  ahall  be  made  for  enabling 
tike  Mint  to  coin  a  greater  number  of  piaoes  than  it 
now  can. 

5«  That  tha  get  makisg  eartain  foraita  goU  and 


coins  a  tender  shall  be  coBtmnad  for  cif^tea 
months,  so  for  as  relates  to  the  eilvar  eMDo. 

Any  plan  which  may  be  propeaad  for  aapplyiaf  the 
United  States  with  coins  of  their  owa  wovid  proba% 
be  liable  to  considerable  difficnlties ;  but  the  ineoav». 
niences  of  the  present  system  are  not  slight.  An  sa- 
nual  exportation  of  the  current  money  of  the  eonatij, 
to  an  amount  much  greater  than  our  own  Bfiat  cu 
supply,  perhaps  half  as  great  as  our  circulaUoa  es- 
ploys ;  an  irregular  importation  from  other  couatrki 
to  repair  the  loss ;  the  use  of  foreign  money  so  variovs 
that  our  current  coins  are  now  of  at  least  seven  diflereat 
standards;  a  provision  for  a  national  Mint,  which  was 
expected,  after  three  years,  to  dispenss  with  fore^ 
coins,  and  which,  after  twenty-six  yean,  Ins  left  the 
great  mass  of  our  coins  still  foreign ;  these  drcmn- 
sUnces  seem  to  show  that  some  change  is  neeeanzj. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  must  datoraiine  what 
that  change  shall  be. 

Mr.  LowNDfia.  from  the  committee  appcnntad 
OQ  the  87th  of  November  last,  to  inqQire  whe- 
ther it  be  expedient  to  makeany  nmeinimentin  the 
laws  which  relate  to  the  coins  of  the  United  Sutes 
ftod  foreign  eoios,  reported  the  following  bill: 

Bt  it  ena€ted,  Jjre.,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Miat 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  retain  foarteaa 
grains  and  85- 100th  of  a  grsin  of  pure  silver  foom  even 
amount  of  371  grains  and  85-lOOth  of  a  grain  of  sock 
silver  deposited  for  coinsge  at  the  Mint,  after  the  pss- 
ssge  of  this  act,  so  as  to  make  the  dollar  of  the  UnOsd 
Stotes  contein  866  grains,  40-100th  of  a  grain  «f  poia 
ailver,  and  399  grains,  86-lOOth  of  standard  silver, 
and  smaller  coins  proportions!  quantitiee  of  auch  silver; 
and  the  sum  so  retained  shsll  be  aeconntad  for  by  the 
said  Treasurer  with  the  Tressury  of  the  United  States. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  furthtr  etuided.  That  the  gold 
bullion  deposited  for  coinsge  st  the  Mint  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  shall  be  coined  as  is  now  ptovidod  bj 
Isw  into  esgles,  half  eaglea,  and  quarter  eaglae.  Bat 
the  eagle  shall  contain  837  98-100  grains  of  pure  gold, 
and  859  61-100  grains  of  standard  gold,  and  thoaaall- 
er  coins  proportional  quantities  of  such  gold  respeo> 
tively.  And  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the  sssi 
gold  buHion  shall  have  been  depoeited  ahall  raoeive  m 
lieu  thereof  gold  coins  containing  an  equal  quantify  of 
pure  gold  with  that  contained  in  the  bullion.  Pro- 
pidedf  ahoav$.  That  when  gold  or  eilver  bullion  shall 
bs  depositea  for  coinage  at  the  Mint,  which  bolfisn 
ahall  be  below  the  standard  of  tibe  United  Stales^  a 
sum  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  refining  the  same 
ahall  be  charged,  in  tfie  manner  provided  by  the  ad  re- 
specting the  Mint,  passed  on  the  84th  of  Apr%  1900, 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  tt  enacted.  That  nothing  ai  thk  act 
ahall  be  construed  to  aflect  the  regulatioos  ef  the  Mint 
now  provided  by  law,  in  respeet  to  assays,siey,  remedy, 
or  in  respect  to  the  duties  and  liabiiitieo  of  the  olBoera 
of  the  Mint,  so  for  as  such  regulatlmis  are  compatiMe 
with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  eectaoa. 

Sxc  4.  And  be  it  enadted^  That  the  parts  of  Span- 
ish dollars,  and  coins  less  than  half  doUara,  iseaad  at 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  shall  not  bo  daamed  to 
be  a  legal  tender  to  an  amount  exceeding  fiva  doUari 
on  any  one  debt. 

Mr  LowNDBS,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  cooVtauing  the  currency,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  of  the  crowns  and  fire  franc  pieces  of 
France  i  which  bills  were  eereraOy  twice  read 
and  otMumiiied. 
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SEMINOLB  WAR. 

The  Hoose  thep  again  proceeded,  in  Commil- 
lae  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Pitkin  in  tha  chair,)  lo 
(he  coosideraiioD  of  the  report  of  the  Military 
Coffiffiittee,  aod  the  amendmaata  mored  thereto 
by  Mr.  Cobb,  louchiog  the  transactions  of  the 
Seminole  war. 

After  Mr.  Sawtbb  had  closed  his  remarks 
yesterday- 
Mr.  Mbbobr  addressed  the  Chair,  and,  adrert- 
ing  to  the  late  hour  of  (he  day,  moved  that  the 
Comffiittee  should  rise,  in  order  that  he  might 
hare  it  in  his  power  lo  call  upoa  the  Dejiartmeots 
of  War  and  of  the  Nary,  by  a  resolution  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  for  information  on  a  subject 
intimately  connected  with  the  present  topic  of 
debate.  He  had  been  informed,  Mr.  M.  said,  that 
the  combined  attack  of  a  military  and  naTal  force 
of  the  United  States,  oix>n  the  Negro  and  Indian 
Fort,  situated  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  in  Bast 
Florida,  in  the  Summer  of  1816,  was  made  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Regard! nff  thb  as  the  commencement 
of  the  late  SeminoTe  war,  he  deemed  it  proper  to 
obtaio  the  information  which  he  sought,  in  as 
early  a  stage  of  the.  debate  as  practicable.  The 
Committee  having,  however,  refused  to  rise,  Mr. 
Mbrosr  proceeded,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  Mr. 
Chairman,  coupled  with  the  resolutions  submit- 
ted by  the  honorable  member  from  Georgia.  (Mr. 
Cobb,)  have  reliered  me  from  much  inquietude. 
Having,  before  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
was  received,  denied  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  punish  a  military  officer,  i  reioice  that  a  course 
has  been  adopted,  which,  while  it  falls  strictly 
within  the  province  of  tnis  House,  is  calculated 
to  heal  the  recent  wounds  inflicted  on  the  Coa- 
stiluiion,  aod  to  vindicate  the  insulted  character 
oi  the  nation. 

I  would  watch,  said  Mr.  M.^  with  equal  jeai« 
ottsy,  the  encroachments  of  Legislative  as  of  Bz- 
ecuiive  power.  And,  aware  that  the  former  is 
least  capable  of  precise  definition,  aod,  therefore, 
most  easily  enlarged,  could  I  behold,  in  the  reso- 
lutions on  your  table,  an  attempt  to  invade  the 
rights  of  any  of  the  other  departmenu  of  the 
Qovernmeoi,  they  would  meet  my  most  decided 
opposition.  « 

roniahmcnc  impliea  responsibility.  The  re* 
sponsibility  of  everjr  military  officer  is  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutet  \  his  leaponaibiU 
ity  to  CoDgreas,  through  the  Constitutional  me* 
dium  of  impeachment,  and  throngh  that  alone. 

But  the  resolutions  before  i»  have  for  their  ob- 
ject neither  a  cenaure  of  QeDeral  Jackson  nor  of 
the  £zecative.  Pursuing  the  natural  course  of 
legislation,  they  ascertaia  the  eiistenee  of  a  pub- 
lic abuse,  and  recommend  the  application  of  a 
Constitutional  correetive.  They  sprtaff  from  an 
inquiry  into  the  eondoct  of  the  Seminole  war,  to 
which  the  President's  Message  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  called  t|^  attention  of  the 
House.  It  cannot  be  forgotten,  thai,  during  the 
two  first  admintstrationa  of  the  Federal  Gbvern* 
ment,  the  President,  at  the  oomttenoemeftt  of 


every  aesaion  of  Congress,  met  in  peiaoa  the  two 
Houses,  convened  together,  and  pronounced  the 
address  which  his  Secretary  now  conveys  to  na 
in  the  form  of  a  Message.  In  relation  to  every 
part  of  the  address,  the  two  Houses  separately 
exercised  the' unquestioned  right  of  responding. 
These  responses  brought  into  brief  review  the 
whole  course  of  administration.  All  the  politi- 
cal acts  and  the  actors  of  the  past  year  were  held 
open  to  the  scrutiny  and  opimon  of  either  Houae. 
Such  was  the  operation  ffiven  to  this  Gkvern- 
ment  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  who 
filled  the  first  Congress  which  assembled  after 
ita  ratification.  Such  continued  to  be  its  oper- 
ation for  the  first  twelve  years  of  ita  existence* 
During  the  last  eighteen  years,  this  practiee 
has  been  disused,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove 
that  the  powers  of  this  House  have  been  abridged 
by  the  substitution  of  the  President's  Message  for 
his  speech.  Like  the  latter,  the  former  yet  on- 
deigoes,  at  the  opeoin|^  of  each  session,  a  politioal 
analyais,  which  termiaatea  in  the  reference  of 
every  important  member  of  it  to  some  commit 
tee,  charged  with  the  duty  of  reporting  an  opin- 
ion upon  the  subiect  which  it  embraces,  and  cf 
recommending,  if  necessary,  some  correapondent 
act  of  legislation.  Hence  the  origin  of  the  report 
which  haa  given  rise  to  the  present  debate. 

Is  it  not  absurd  to  imagine,  even,  said  Mr.  Bl., 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  can  ap- 
prize this  House  that  its  highest  powers  have 
been  usurped  ?  That  the  Constitution  has  been 
violated,  and  yet  no  complaint  can  be  made  of 
the  usurpation,  nor  any  exertion  to  prevent  its 
recurrence  ? 

The  history  of  our  Government.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  replete  with  inquiries  analogous  to  the 
present.  Need  I  remind  you  of  that  into  the 
conduct  of  the  first  Secreury  of  the  Treaaury  % 
Of  the  subsequent  inquiry  into  the  failure  of  St. 
Clair's  expedition  against  the  northwestern  In- 
dians ?  Or  of  the  more  recent  investigation  of 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Capitol  ? 

Were  it  neceasary,  these  authorities  could  be 
corroborated  by  a  reference  to  the  long  eatab- 
lished  practice  of  that  legislative  assembly  after 
which  our  own  haa  been  modelled. 

The  exiatence  of  a  power  of  legislation  implies 
the  auxiliary  authority  to  inquire  into  ail  thcee 
abuses  or  defects  of  the  laws  which  may,  by  aftf 
possibility,  call  for  its  exercise. 

If^  indeed,  in  the  progress  of  our  present  in- 
quiry, the  character  of  Qeoeral  Jackson,  or  of 
the  ttxecutive,  shall  suffer  in  the  public  estima- 
tioui  such,  although  it  should  prove  an  unavoid- 
able consequence,  will  not  have  constituted  the 
motives  of  our  investigation. 

Remembering,  aa  I  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  with 
feelings  common  to  us  all^  the  triumph  of  the 
American  arms  on  the  platoa  of  New  Orleans,  I 
need  scercely  say  that  I  entertain  no  personal 
hostility  to  the  commander  of  our  Southern 
army.  I  frankly  acknowledge,  too,  sir,  that  I 
cannot,  in  thia  inquiry,  wholly  separate  the  Pre- 
aideoc  of  the  United  Statea  from  the  military 
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oiteer  wkoM  eoiidaet  he  hts  approrrd.  And 
yet,  it  cMia  hudly  be  required  of  me  to  say  that  I 
enferiuB  no  pereooal  hostility  to  oar  prcteot 
Chief  Magistrate.  Sir,  I  behold  in  him  the  friend 
of  my  early  youth ;  a  yet  more  sacred  feeling 
swells  my  heart — he  wae,  sir,  my  father's  frieniT 

Nor  do  I  eatertain  any  settled  hostility  to  the 
administration  over  which  he  presides.  I  ex- 
pressed, beyond  these  walls,  a  different  eentiment, 
at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  which  pre^ 
'ventedits  public  avowal  from  advancing  either 
my  personal  interest  or  my  political  consideration. 

SiiU  less,  sir,  have  I  been  an  enemy  of  the 
army,  whose  conduct  I  am  about  to  investigate. 
I  appeal  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  if  f  did 
not  xealously,  though,  indeed,  most  unsuccess- 
fully, endeavor  to  preserve  to  those  gallant  men, 
who  had  merited  and  received  the  thanks  of  their 
country,  the  pecuniary  reward  of  their  valor, 
which  had  been  granted  to  them  by  the  justice, 
and  ooairmed  to  them,  as  I  vainly  thought,  by 
the  fatth  of  the  nation.  I,  too, -Mr.  Chairman,  in 
a  humble  path,  ardeatly  sought  to  follow  their 
bright  example ;  and  the  party  in  Virginia,  whose 
pohtieal  denomination  I  bear,  never  yielded  to 
their  more  fortunate  opponents,  in  devotion  to 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sir.  the  friends  of  these  resolutions  are  the  tw^t 
ffieods  of  the  army.  Let  the  army  gain  an  as- 
candeney  over  the  Qovernment,  and  it  will  be- 
eome  an  object  of  jealoosy  with  the  people.  They 
will  esteem  it  a  sHHilier  evil  to  disband  the  army 
than  to  surrender  their  CoDstitntion.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  is,  therefore,  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  our  present  Military  Establish- 
ment. If  (he  reiotuttoas  fail,  the  army  ooght  to 
be,  and  will  be  reduced. 

About  to  enter  upon  a  wide  field  of  debate,  to 
consult  numerous  authorities  and  documents.  I 
oaonot  hope,  at  this  late  hour,  to  command  ttre 
attention  of  the  Committee,  and  respect  for  their 
comfort,  sir,  induces  me  again  to  make  way  for 
amottoa  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  ensuing  morning  Mr.  Mbrcbr  proceeded. 

Hafvingso«ight,Mr. Chairman,  to  removesome 
of  the  iirejudiees  which  obstructed  my  way,  and 
establiBhra  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  House 
to  pass  the  resolutions  on  your  table.  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  iaquire  into  the  origin  and  conduct  of 
the  Seminole  war.  In  the  proseootion  of  t^is 
4n^uiry,  I  mean  to  establish  the  following  pix>po- 
sitions : 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  haa 
been  violated^  by  an  unauthorined  war  against 
the  Indians  of  Sast  Florida. 

That  it  haa  been  farther  violated  by  the  unau* 
thorixed  capture  of  the  Spanish  fortresses  of  Bt« 
Marks,  of  Pensacola,  and  the  Barancas,  during  a 
period  of  peace  between  Spain  and  the  United 
states. 

That  the  rules  of  judicial  proceeding,  estab* 
bliehed  by  tbe  laws  and  usages  of  the  United 
States  in  the  trial  of  military  offences  by  courts 
marrial.  have  been  disregarded  hi  the  trial  and 
execution  of  Arbutbnot  and  Ambrfster. 

That  the  aeeustoaaed  clementy  of  tlte 


States,  in  all  former  waM,'hHS  bNs  ootngtdVy 
the  unnecessary  execution,  in  cold  Uood,  of  in- 
resisting  captives,  brought  withhi  the  psvertf 
our  arms  by  the  chance  of  war. 

And,  lastly,  that  these  accnmalited  absw  gf 
power  call  not  ooly  for  the  ex]M<ewoD  of  ^ 
opinion  of  this  House,  but  for  the  isterpondosof 
its  authority  to  prevent  their  lepetiUon. 

I  find  myself  arrested,  Mr.  ChairmtB,  oo  ik 
very  threshold  of  my  first  proposition,  bf  tbe  u- 
sertioo  of  one  of  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  Sxttb,) 
that  the  Indians  cannot  wage  wir;  bearaie,  be 
added,  they  do  not  make  prisoners  of  vir;  wiuk 
another  honorable  member,  (Mr.  Jonsov.)  vho 
preceded  him  on  the  same  side  of  tbe  qoestioB, 
maintained  that  our  statute  book  eonutu&dK* 
laratlon  of  perpetual  war  against  all  tbe  hdiu 
tribes  within  our  limits.  Let  the  ttitaie  book 
answer  these  extraordinary  dectrinei.  Tbe  abo- 
rigines of  this  country  have  beea  out  ymutei, 
or  our  neighbors,  for  more  than  two  eeiiBnei; 
and  we  have  maintained  towards  tbem,^riig 
that  period,  relatione  of  commerce  asd  anity.v 
well  as  of  war,  by  the  same  means  by  wbieb  ve 
hive  regulated  our  intercourse  with  other  8m& 
Instead  of  recurring  to  the  treaty  and  cona^N* 
dence  of  Qheot,  allow  me  to  eoaseh  the  votoae 
whioh  I  hold  in  my  haod,  and  to  asceruiSjfna 
our  own  intercourse  with  this  uofortantteneeof 
men,  in  what  light  we  have  hitherto  regwM 
them.  To  ascend  no  further  back  thti  to  tbe 
formation  of  our  Union,  the  irst  volume  o(  w 
laws  of  the  United  States  will  afford  tu  IkIiu 
treaties,  embracing  every  variety  of  tm\i^ 
known  in  the  diplomatic  intereonise  of  tbe  Dfft 
polished  nations;  from  the  articles  of  agreeoat 
and  confederation  with  the  Delaware  oitioO)  i 
treaty  of  alliance  and  comncree^  cooeloded  u 
Fort  Pitt  in  1796,  down  to  the  artielci  of  tf^ 
ment  and  capitulation,  a  treaty  of  eoDqoesi,  w 
of  peace  also,  concluded  at  Fort  Jaekson  it  l^f* 
In  direct  eontradioUon  of  the  assertion  of  of  eoi- 
league,  we  find  among  the  intermediate  cooreo- 
tions  stipulations  for  the  mutoal  «xehio^ 
prisoners  of  war;  and,  in  hostility  with  tbe  w- 
trine  contended  for  by  the  hoaorable  ifienKf 
from  Kentnckv,  the  far  greater  nomher  of  u«° 
are  treaties  of^  peace,  promising  the  ^'^^^^'^i 
past  injuries,  and  the  establishment  of  Pf[rT 
friendship.  Nor  will  a  recurrence  to  tb;  ^^ 
of  the  United  Sutea  authorixe  an  ^^^ 
coopansen  of  the  good  iaith  of  tbeie  n»<^ 
savages  with  that  of  our  more  poliihiaBi»opet& 

aliiel    With  the  Chiekasaw  and  (^^.^ 
tions,  we  have  made  seveiai  tmu<><^^'!!^' 
but  have  had  occaaion  to  make  no  treaty  (np^ 
since  that  of  Hopewell,  concluded  two  sod  m 
years  ago,  under  the  old  confedcisuoe*  ^^ 
treaty  of  Qreenville,  wit^i  the  Northwwttjn" 
dians,  enduied  from  1706  till  the  battle  of  T^ 
canoe,  in  18ia    The  first  treaty  with  the 0R« 
and  Seminoles.  concluded  with  the  White  tu»| 
MoQUvray,  in  New  York,  in  1790,  wsi,  in^  " 
exception  of  some  border  hostilities  with  a«o^'^^ 
of  questionable  origin,  and  termtut^  ^'. '^. 
treaty  of  Cekmin,  in  Junsb  1798^  pw«"^«^  ^'^ 
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olate  till  1815.  Compftre  these  dates,  sir,  with 
those  of  oor  treaties  with  Engiaod,  France,  and 
Spain.  Call  to  mind  the  repeated  Tiolations  of 
tliese  treaties,  and  then  ask  your  conscience  if  it 
iwill  permit  yon  to  cast  an  impalation  of  bad  faith 
on  your  sarage  neighbors? 

In  aii  these  treaties,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Indians 
are  denominated  tribes  or  nations;  they  are  all 
negotiated  and  signed  with  the  usual  solemnity 
of  national  compacts,  and  were  ratified  ander  the 
old  Confederation,  as  they  hare  been  under  oor 
present  constitution  of  Qorernment,  by  the  same 
atithoffity  aad  in  the  same  manner  as  our  other 
foreign  alliances.  In  none  of  them  wHl  the  least 
fotindation  be  discoTcred  for  the  claim  now  set 
op,  to  regard  the  Indians  as  the  lawful  subjects 
of  our  Qoferament.  No,  sir,  the  Gk)d  who  gare 
them  being  gare  them  freedom  too,  and,  while 
we  hare  rolontarily  promised  them  protection, 
they  hare  nerer  sworn  to  us  allegiance. 

The  treaty  of  New  York,  with  the  Creeks  and 
Seminolei,  like  that  of  Qreeorille,  and  almost 
every  other  original  treaty  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions in  our  territory,  carries  the  recognition  of 
their  independence  so  far  as  ^*to  declare  that 
*  erery  American  citizen  who  shall  attempt  to 
^  aelile  within  their  territory,  shall  forfeit  the  pro* 
'  teelion  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be  pun* 
'  ished  at  their  pleasure."  The  guarantees  of 
their  reserred  territory,  which  distinguish  their 
nameroos  treaties  of  peaceful  cession,  are  not 
more  inconsistent  with  their  independence  than 
the  celebrated  guarantee  of  our  liberty  by  France 
was  inconsistent  with  our  acknowledged  sorer- 
eiffnty;  or  oor  guarantee  of  her  West  India 
blanda  with  their  dependence  upon  the  mother 
eonntry. 

Sir,  it  is  a  maxim  of  experience  that  as  a  man 
acquires  power  he  forgets  right.  The  first  of  the 
nomerous  treaties  to  which  I  hare  adrerted,  if 
compared  with  the  last  which  we  hare  concluded 
with  the  friendly  Creeks,  or  with  the  doctrines 
lately  maintained  on  this  floor,  will  furnish  a 
suiking  illtistration  of  this  melancholy  but  an- 
cient irnth.  The  former  treaty,  throughoutsall 
its  nameroiM  prorisions  for  the  passaj^e  of  troops, 
for  Che  trial  of  fugitires  from  justice,  and  for 
commercial  intercourse,  not  only  regards  the  Del- 
aware nation  as  a  sorereign  and  independent 
people,  but,  after  repelling  the  insinuation  that 
the  United  States  design  to  exterminate  them, 
and  possess  their  country,  guaranties  to  them 
their  whole  territory,  and  tenders  to  them  an  ad- 
mission into  the  Ainerican  Union  as  a  co-ordinate 
member  of  the  confederacy. 

There  is  a  doctrine  of  national  law  inserted  in 
two  of  oor  earliest  treaties,  which  is  worthy  of 
beiD0  held  in  perpetual  remembrance.  In  each 
of  our  separate  treaties  with  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  Indians,  concluded  at  Hopewell, 
in  1786^  there  is  this  stipulation,  which  not  only 
reeoMises  the  Indian  right  of  war,  but  seeks  to 
rcgouite  iu  exercise,  in  conformity  with  the  max- 
ims of  humanity,  from  which,  to  the  honor  of 
oar  eoantry,  it  has  but  recently  departed.  **  It  is 
anderstood,"  my  we  to  these  Indians,  and  they  to 
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us.  "that  the  punishment  of  the  innocent,  under 
'  the  idea  of  retaliation,  is  unjust,  and  shall  not 
'  be  practised  on  either  side,  except  where  there 
^  is   a   manifest   riolation  of  this  treaty,  and 

*  theii  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of 
'  justice,  and,  if  refused,  then  by  a  declaration  of 

*  hostilities."  What  is  this  but  that  law  of  na- 
tions so  often  misquoted  or  misapplied  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  ? 

Sir,  who  are  the  Indians  of  East  Florida  f 
Those  rery  Seminoles  with  whom  we  treated  at 
New  York,  by  their  white  chief,  McGilrray,  and 
the  wretched  Creeks,  who,  refusing  to  ratify  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  fled  from  the  bloody 
field  of  Talapoosa,  to  the  only  asylum  left  open 
to  their  retreat.    Man  has  a  natural  riabt  to  lire 
somewhere  on  the  earth.    A  ciril  war  had  raged 
among  the  Creeks ;  we  united  our  arms  with  the 
weaker  party,  and  when  rictory  declared  in  our 
faror,  we  made  a  bargain  with  oor  friends,  arti- 
cles of  capitulation  for  the  territory  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  demanded  of  the  former  to  delirer  up 
all  the  propheu  and  instigators  of  the  recent  war, 
whether  foreigners  or  natires,  who  had  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  arms  of  the  United  Sutes,  if  erer 
they  shall  be  found  in  the  Creek  territor1^    They 
fled,  sir,  and  with  reason,  to  Florida.    Did  they 
afterwards  return  to  make  war  on  us  ?    No,  sir ; 
the  President's  messa|^e  at  the  opening  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  informed  us  that  we  were 
then  at  peace  with  all  the  world.    These  wretch- 
ed Semmoles  and  their  miserable  allies,  the  fugi- 
tire  Creeks  and  negroes,  had  not  then  inraded 
our  frontier.    They  were  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  occupying  towards  us  the  re- 
lation of  an  independent  people — the  relation  un- 
der which  we  had  treated  with  them  for  peace, 
at  New  York  and  Colerain— and  under  which, 
eren  In  oor  Spanish  treaty  of  1795,  we  had  ex- 
pressly reserred  the  right  to  treat  again  with  them 
for  the  same  object.    They  were  at  peace  when 
detachments  of  oor  army  and  oor  fleet  inraded 
their  territory,  without  the  authority,  I  yet  hope, 
of  the  American  Qorernment ;  blew  up  their  only 
fortress,  and  scattered  orer  the  surrounding  plain 
the  burnt  and  mangled  bodies  of  two  hundred  and 
serenty  unoffending  Negroes  and  Indians.    Sir, 
this  massacre  occurred  in  East  Florida,  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  Gkorgia  settlements,  and 
fifteen  months  before  it  is  eren  pretended  that 
these  unhappy  jieopte  had  renewed  their  outrages 
within  our  territory.    Nay,  after  those  outrages 
did  oecur,  the  message  of  the  President,  as  we 
hare  seen,  announced  that  we  were  at  peace* 
The  seizure  of  Amelia  Island,  sir,  was  justified 
on  the  ground  that,  if  the  brigaads  who  landed 
there  were  a  foreign  Power,  a  secret  law  of  the 
United  States,  then  first  published  to  the  world, 
in  order  to  warrant  that  act,  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  occupy  the  territory  in  question.    But 
the  Indians  of  £Ust  Florida  were  not  a  foreign 
Power,  and  they  were  not  brigands,  as  our  former 
treaty  with   them  sufficiently  erinces.     Their 
right  to  wage  war  s|^inst  Spain  herself  was  as 
perfect  as  the  recognised  right  of  oor  Indians  to 
wage  war  on  us* 
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Nor  had  we  a  right,  either  as  regardisd  them  or 
Spain,  who  claimed  the  sorereignty  of  their  ter- 
ritory, to  force  a  passage  through  it,  as  we  did, 
even  had  our  object  heen  peaceable.  Is  it  re- 
quired of  me  to  establish  this  principle  of  public 
law  ?  I  shall  adduce,  for  that  purpose,  but  a  sin- 
gle authority.  It  i»  that  of  a  writer  who,  him- 
self the  subject  of  a  small  prioeipality  allied  to 
the  free  cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  claiming 
the  protection  of  a  sovereign  who  had  often  to 
contend  for  his  own  independence,  has  applied 
^e  maxims  of  natural  reason  to  the  maintenance 
of  political  truth  and  justice.  "When  some 
'  petty  officers,"  says  Vatiel,  ^  violated  the  terri- 

*  tovy  of  Savoy,  in  order  to  carry  off  from  thence 

<  a  noted  smuggting^  chief,  the  &ing  of  Sardinia 

*  caused  his  complatnts  to  be  laid  before  the  Court 
'  of  France,  and  Louis  XV.  thought  it  no  deroga- 
'  tion  to  his  greatness  to  send  an  ambassador  ez> 
'  traordinary  to  Turin,  to  give  satisfaction  for 
*'  that  violence." 

"  Since,"  says  the  same  writer,  **'  the  passage  of 

<  troops,  and  especially  that  of  a  whole  army,  is 
^  by  no  means  a  matter  of  indiftrenee,  he  who 

<  desires  to  march  his  troops  through  a  neutral 

<  country  mast  apply  for  the  sovereign's  p«rmis* 

*  sion.  To  enter  llis  territory  without  bis  con- 
( sent,  is  a  violation  of  his  rights  of  sovereignty 

<  and  supreme  dominion."    **  If  the  neutral  8ov< 

<  ereigo  has  good  reason  for  relbsing  a  passage, 
>  he  is  not  obliged  to  grant  it."    "In  all  doubtful 

<  cases  we  must  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 

<  proprietor  respecting  the  innocence  of  the  use 

<  we  desire  to  make  of  things  belonff ing  to  anoth- 
'  er,and  must  acquiesce  rn  his  refusal,  even  though 
( we  think  it  unjust.    When  the  passage  is  not  of 

*  absolute  necessity,  the  bare  danger  which  at- 

<  tends  the  admission  of  a  powerfnl  army  into 
( our  territory  may  authorize  us  to  refuse  them 

*  permission  to  enter."    "Let  it  not  be  said  with 

<  Qrotius,  that  he  who  requires  the  passage  is  not 

<  to  be  deprived  of  his  right  on  account  of  unjust 

<  fears.    A  probable  fear,  founded  on  good  rea- 

<  sons,  i^ive  us  a  right  to  avoid  whatever  may  re- 

<  alise  It ;  and  the  conduct  of  nations  affords  bat 

<  too  just  grounds  for  the  fear  in  question." 
*<  The  Swifzers.  in  their  alliances  with  France, 
'have  promised  not  to  grant  a  passage  to  her 

*  enemies;  thev  ever  refuse  it  to  all  sovereigns 
'  at  war,  in  order  to  secure  their  frontiers  from 
I  that  calamity ;  and  they  take  care  that  their  ter- 

*  ritory  shall  be  respected."  To  this  doctrine  the 
only  exception  admitted,  is  in  favor  of  urgent 
gm  absolute  neceeeity,    ''As  where  an  army  find 

*  themselves  exposed  to  imminent  destruction,  or 

<  unable  to  return  to  their  own  country  unless 
'  they  pass  throup;h  neutral  territories;  they  have 
'  a  right  to  pass  in  spite  of  the  sovereign,  and  to 
'  force  their  way,  sword  in  hand.  But  they  ought 
'  Jiret  to  request  a  passage,  to  offer  security,  and 
'  My  for  whatever  damage  they  may  occasion. 
'  Such  was  the  mode  pursued  by  the  Greeks,  on 
'  their  return  from  Asia,  under  the  conduct  of 
'  Acesilaus." 

The  author  here  supposes  the  passage  to  be  for 
an  innocent  purpose;  to  have  been  asked  of  the 


sovereign,  and  to  be  forced,  after  trefan^alf 
in  a  case  of  extreme  necessity. 

It  has  not,  and  I  presume  will  act  be  pteleadei, 
that  the  destruction  of  the  negro  aad  Is^fait 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ap|Mkekieoh,  vn  » 
qui  red  by  any  absolute  necessity.  The  Goteiw 
of  Pensacolai  so  far  from  anihoriiiBf  liw  Kt,  a* 
presses  his  expectation  '*  that,  until  he  leeeiiatiR 
*  decision  of  nis  Captain  Qeneni,  ooitnivS) 
'  be  taken  by  the  Qovernment  of  the  uoiud 
'  States,  or  by  Gkneral  Jackson,  pjodidil  to  the 
'  sovereignty  of  the  King  of  SpaiSiorihedJitnet 
'  of  Appalachicola,  a  dependency  of  hiiGtorenh 
'  ment."  It  cannot  be  pidended  thttthii  boMile 
measure  vras  ukea  with  thecooMtol  iheScm* 
inole  Indians ;  and  if,  as  I  hope^itvii^vvA- 
out  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  DM 
Sutes,  it  was  certmnly  without  aay  )c|itiaiie 
sanction— the  amhority  of  OongfCM. 

If  the  allcced  reason  for  this  wmtoi  injeitiee 
were  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  it,  '^ihmkefbrt 
had  become  a  refuge  for  runaway  oegroaudiii* 
affected  Indians,"  where  woald  it  carrfwl  WKb 
what  neighboring  nation,  civiliisd  or  mm 
could  we  preserve  relations  of  asityf  WmH 
be  pretended  that  we  haveartghttopoBiA«' 
affection  in  those  who  oweui  noall«iec;« 
to  recover  hy  violence  the  penonsorowfip- 
tives,  whether  bond  or  free?   The  ancapt » 

Jrloss  over  this  cruelty  by  thesnggeitioiinttbt 
brce  of  the  miserable  negroei  was  "hilj  »• 
creasing,  and  that  the  fertile  baabof  AtAP!*' 
lachicola  were  about  to  yield  them  erery  utuK 
of  subsistence,"  is  calcnlatsd  to  ibed  iddKiam 
horror  over  a  traQsaction  wanton  ia  ia  monfi^ 
aad  savage  in  its  execution.  A  war  opM  w 
peaceful  negro  settlements  on  the  Wtbwk  vmu 
be  equally  politic,  and,  in  prneipie,  alin  F 
tifiable.  y, 

I  have  thus  traced  the  Seminole  vir,  w. 
Chairman,  to  the  unaothorited  ioraiioD  of  m 
Florida  in  1816;  but,  from  iheaceioih*ffl»n 
of  October  of  the  ensuing  year,  ^^^che 
spired  by  this  act  seems  not  to  have  pW"**"  ,- 
usual  reuliation  of  savagea-ihe  '"^TlS 
private  revenge.  Along  a  line  of  fwrM^'" 
and  seventy  miles,  fVom  the  mooih  of  "'^  ' 
Marys  to  the  inieraecuon  of  the  ^^^r^rfr^i 
thirty-first  degree  of  i«'«<!';^«  »£tf  ^^^ 
scarcely  an  Indian  aggression,  fj'r^flfifo 
of  their  fort,  and  the  murder  in  cold  "*• ,     t 


of  their  chiefs,  must  have  insaiicd  ih<  «b"<^  ■ . 
of  hostility,  but  they  wanted  th«o«JJ|,°;^. 
dulging  it.    Even  at  the  monwnt  vhta  utj 
ly  Indians  of  Powllown,  who  had  V^ \^ 
neutrality  during  the  whole  Cren  wa  < 
aasailed  by  order  of  the  American  ^^^^^ 
had  been  no  invasion  of  onr  teiritory  ^i    '^ 
dian  force.    Stories,  indeed,  sir,  bare  w^»  ^j^ 
us  of  Indian  maasacres,  at  the  »«**.^'    („  itK 
my  very  soul  sickened ;  and,  ^'*  !• "  ijntibe 
documents  on  our  table,  I  should  *^*^^V^  qo^ 
tomahawk  and  seal  ping-knife  ■*"^/f.  ^^^^^ 
Southern  frontier  with  blood.   ^"\*;,L^li«- 
to  the  President's  declaiaiioo  on  »«iP?^l|. 
vember,  1817,  that  we  were  at  peace  wiw 
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dian  tribes,  I  dUcotet  tbat^  with  but  two  excep- 
tioQSj  the  marder  of  a  family  on  St.  Marys  river, 
aod  of  some  travellers  five  hundred  mites  off  ia  the 
Alabama  Territory — traosactioDs  which  I  deplore 
as  mach  as  any  man — we  were  ourselres  the  ag- 
gressors. The  anfortunate  detachment  of  Scoit, 
(the  atuck  upon  which  is  said  to  have  given  a 
new  character  to  the  Semioole  war.  and  to  have 
justified  the  invasion  of  Florida,)  fell  a  victim  to 
savage  revenge,  upon  the  river  Appalachicola, 
without  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  AAer 
the  destruction  of  toe  lodian  fort  in  the  preceding 
year,  was  it  too  much  to  expect  that  the  Semi* 
nole  Indians  would  resist  the  progress  of  another 
armed  force  through  the  bosom  of  their  territory  ? 
Had  they  to  consult  authorities  for  the  right  of 
self-defence?  They  recurred  to  that  which  na- 
ture has  stamped  upon  the  hearts  of  ail  men.  Sir, 
these  Indians  are  represented  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  be  the  objects  of  our  fears. 
They  must  be  regarded  as  independent  of  us  from 
^ur  own  express  acknowledgtnent.  Spain  assert- 
ed that  they  had  subverted  her  sovereignty ;  and. 
under  our  Constitution,  war  could  not  be  waged 
jpon  an  independent  neighboring  Power  wltb- 
>at  the  authority  of  Congress.  At  one  moment, 
ndeed,  we  hear  the  Indians  of  East  Florida 
;tyled  wretched  savages,  outlawed  Creeks,  fugi- 
ive  slaves.  At  another  they  are  represented  to 
>e  capable  of  bringing  a  force  of  thirty-five  hun- 
Ired  men  into  the  field,  a  force  equivalent  to  half 
tUT  military  establishment,  and  the  most  alarm- 
Dg  necessity  is  plead  to  justify  the  infraction  of 
he  oeutraliiy  of  Spain  in  our  hostilities  against 
hem. 

This  necessity  brings  me  to  the  second  infrac- 
ion  of  the  Constitution  by  the  entrance  of  Flor- 
daj  and  the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  fortresses  of 
U,  Marks,  Pensacola,  and  the  Barancas.  In  re- 
ard  to  the  much  questioned  passage  of  the  line, 
have  only  to  add  that,  with  the  exception  of 
le  right  reserved  by  our  treaty  of  1795,  to  make 
?ace  with  the  Florida  Indians,  we  have  ever 
igarded  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  to  be  complete 
ver  the^  lodian  territory  within  her  limits.  And 
le  hostile  invasion  of  that  territory  is  as  much 
D  act  of  war  against  Spain  as  against  the  Indi- 
IS  themselves.  Being  equally  unauthorized  by 
ly  act  of  Congress,  it  involves  a  similar  viola- 
311  of  the  Constitution.  Our  attention,  how- 
rer,  is .  borne  along  from  the  Florida  line  to  less 
lestioDableinfractionsofthe  neutrality  of  Spain. 
hat  the  forcible  seizure  of  the  Spanish  fortresses 
oald  be  an  act  of  war  against  Spain,  unless  ac- 
>inpaiiied  by  some  extraordinary  justification. 
not  denied.  But  it  is  defended  on  the  grouno 
''  necessity,  as  regards  St.  Marks;  and,  as  re- 
jects Pensacola  and  the  Barancas,  for  the  addl- 
onal  reasons,  that  the  Spanish  Governor  refused 
allow  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the  Escam- 
a  i  aod  by  a  public  threat,  rendered  the  seizure 
those  fortresses  essential  to  the  maintenance 
the  honor  of  the  American  arms.  This  reas- 
ing  is  further  attempted  to  be  sustained  by 
rerence  to  the  obligations  of  Spain,  to  restrain 
force  the  Indians  within  her  territory  from 


committing,  it  is  said,  hostilities  against  the  Uni* 
ted  States. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairmao,  briefly  to  consider 
the  nature  of  this  Spanish  obligation,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  been  altogether  misuoder* 
stood.  The  fifth  article  of  the  Spanish  Treaty 
of  1795  stipulates  "  that  Spain  and  the  United 

*  States  shall  restrain  by  force  all  hostilities  on 
'  the  part  of  the  Indian  nations  living  within 
'  their  boundary,"  an  obligation  which  is  after- 
wards thus  explained :  "  So  that  Spain  will  not 
'  suffer  her  Indians  to  attack  the  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States,  nor  the  Indians  inhabiting  their 

*  territory ;  nor  will  the  United  States  permit 
^  those  last-mentioned  Indians  to  commence  hos* 
'  tilities  against  the  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
Vjeaty,  or  nis  Indians,  in  any  manner  whatever*'^ 
The  residue  of  the  clause  prohibits  either  party 
from  making  with  the  Indians,  within  the  territo* 
rial  limits  of  the  other,  any  future  alliance  what* 
ever,  except  treaties  ol  peace.  This  stipulation 
not  only  supposes  the  possibility  of  future  wars 
between  the  Indians  and  the  contracting  parties, 
but,  as  the  employment  of  force  by  either  party 
to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  against  the  other  is 
evidently  founded  on  a  perfect  reciprocity  of  duty 
and  interest,  the  interposition  of  force  by  either, 
for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  Indians,  is  ex- 
puressly  limited  to  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties. Spain  will  not  permit  her  Indians  to  attack, 
that  is,  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  But  the  treaty  does 
not  impose  upon  her  the  unnatural  and  unreason- 
able obligation  to  aid  the  United  States  in  attack- 
ing the  Indians  who  inhabit  her  territory,  and 
whom  she  considers  under  her  protection.  Spain 
must  be  regarded  as  the  natural  ally  of  her  own 
Indians,  but  did  this  treaty  bind  her  to  an  offen- 
sive and  defensive  alliance  with  us  against  them, 
either  of  two  conditions  would  release  her  from 
the  obligation  which  it  imposes:  her  inability  to 
fulfi.1  it,  or  her  incapacity  to  do  so,  without  expos* 
ing  herself  to  evident  and  imminent  danger,  to 
say  nothing  of  her  right  to  inquire  into  the  origin 
of  our  war.  When  the  United  States  were  called 
upon  to  fulfil  their  guarantee  to  France,  of  her 
west  India  islands,  we  replied  that  France  be* 
san  the  war  in  which  she  was  engaged  with 
Great  Britain.  But  the  relation  of  Spain  to  the 
Indians  within  her  acknowledged  limits  cannot 
be  regarded  as  less  intimate  than  a  defensive  alli- 
ance; and,  so  considered,  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  Governors  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola 
falls  far  short  of  making,  them  associates  in  the 
war ;  but,  if  it  did  make  them  associates,  their 
acts  were  then  acts  of  war  against  the  United 
States,  which  it  was  the  province  of  Congress, 
and  of  Congress  alone,  to  resent  bv  war.  My 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Babboub,)  though  he 
does  not  concur  in  this  conclusion,  has  candidly 
admitted  that  the  Spanish  Governors  were  not 
associates  in  the  Seminole  war.  Regarded  as 
the  allies  of  the  Indians,  if  they  went  no  farther 
than  to  maintain  with  them  their  accustomed 
intercourse  of  commerce  and  friendship,  still  this 
would  not  constitute  them  the  associates  of  our 
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enemy.  '*  The  conCrery  principles,"  m^s  Vnttel, 
'  would  tend  to  multiply  wan,  and  spread  them 

*  beyond  all  bounds,  to  the  common  ruin  of  na* 

*  tions.    It  is  happv  for  Europe,**  he  adds,  ^  that, 

*  in  this  Id  stance,  the  established  custom  is  in  ac- 

*  cord  with  the  true  principles.    Switzerland,  in 

*  virtue  of  her  alliance  with  France,  furnishes 
'  that  Grown  with  numerous  bodies  of  troops, 
'and,  nevertheless,  lives  in  peace  with  all  Efu- 
'  rope."  "  The  real  associates  of  my  enemy  beiog 
'  my  enemies.!  have  a^inst  them  the  same  rights 
'  as  against  tiie  principal  enemy.  But  it  is  not 
'  thus  with  those  nations  which  assist  my  enemy 
'  in  a  defensive  war;  I  cannot  consider  them  as 

*  his  associates.  If  I  am  entitled  to  complain  of 
'  their  furnishing  him  with  succors,  this  is  a  new 

*  ground  of  quarrel  between  me  and  them.  I  may 

*  ezfrostolate  with  them,  and,  on  not  receiving 

*  satisfaction^rosecute  my  right,  and  make  war 

*  on  them.    jBut,  in  this  case,  there  must  be  a 

*  previous  declaration."  *^  Grotius."  says  Vattel. 
*'  appositely  quotes  the  example  of  Ulysses,  and 

*  his  followers,  blaming  them  for  having,  without 
'  any  declaration  of  war,  attacked  the  uiconians, 
<  who  had  sent  succors  to  Priam  during  the  siege 

*  of  Troy." 

And  if  a  previous  declaration  of  war  is  required, 
where  the  powers  of  declaring  and  waging  war 
are  trusted  to  the  same  discretion,  how  much 
more  necessarv  is  such  a  declaration,  where  the 
constitution  of  a  nation  vests  the  power  of  ma- 
king the  declaration  in  one  department,  and  of 
conducting  its  operations  in  another  branch  of 
its  Qovernment. 

To  have  constituted  the  Governors  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola  associates  in  the  war,  they  should 
have  lent  their  whole  aid  to  its  prosecution,  which 
is  not  even  charged  upon  them. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  alleged  ne- 
cessity of  seizing  those  fortresses.  And,  first, 
that  of  St.  Marks.  General  Jackson,  as  early  as 
the  25th  day  of  March,  soon  after  crossing  the 
Florida  line,  announced  his  intention  of  taking 
St.  Marks  **as  a  depot  for  his  supplies,  should  he 
find  it  in  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  they 
having  supplied  the  Indians."  That  he  derived 
00  right  to  take  it  from  the  latter  use  of  it,  I  have 
already  demonstrated,  snd  that  he  derived  none 
from  the  use  which  he  meant  to  make  of  it 
himself,  an  attention  to  the  local  position  of 
St*  Marks  will  readily  evince.  St.  Marks  is 
situated  one  hundred  and  four  miles  to  the  north- 
west of  the  Suwanee  towns,  the  main  object 
of  General  Jackson's  campaign.  It  stands  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  to  which  it  has  given  or 
owes  its  name,  and  nine  miles  abo? e  its  mouth. 
The  fort  is  surrounded  by  an  open  prairie,  about 
two  miles  across,  and  below  it  extends  an  open 
forest  of  pine.  As  a  military  depot,  a  position  be- 
low St.  Marks,  on  the  same  river,  would  have 
been  more  accessible  to  the  vessels,  which  were 
to  furnish  supplies  from  New  Orleans ;  and  the 
labor  of  a  fatigue  PArty,  for  a  few  days,  would 
have  constructed,  or  the  adjacent  forest,  a  pro- 
tection sufficiently  strong  to  resist  the  attack  of 
any  savage  force  which  could  have  threatened 


the  safety  of  the  position.  Soch  is  the  omnt), 
on  which  this  infraction  of  neutral  right  it groaii> 
ed.  The  Spanish  fort  deriving  its  soppiiei,  iln, 
from  the  water,  would  have  been  dewndeotoi 
the  American,  and  the  danger  of  to  iDoiin  tu«i 
which  threatened  Sl  Marks,  before  the  arririla 
the  American  army,  had  ended  with  its  approtck 
Nor  is  it  the  least  extenuation  of  tbb  ODtoiiuv- 
ized  act  of  war,  that  discoveries  were  mtde,  after 
the  capture  of  the  fort,  which  erineed  ibit  its 
commander  was  unfriendly  to  the  Americas irm 
The  antecedent  act  should  be  tried  hjin  ova 
evidence.  The  subsequent  discorerio,  if  tkj 
amounted  to  anything,  constituted,  as  I  bare  re* 
marked,  a  cause  of  war  against  Bpaia,  which 
General  Jackson  had  no  right  to  declare,  oi  to 
wage,  without  a  declaration. 

St.  Marks  was  more  than  a  hundred  milesfrom 
the  Suwanee  towns.  To  reach  Pensacola, it vu 
necessary  to  march  across  West  Florida  oae  boa* 
dred  and  fifty  miles  further  from  the  priaeipal 
theatre  of  the  war.  The  necessity,  boiew. 
which  urged  the  occupation  of  the  capitil  oi 
West  Florida  is,  if  possible,  less  tppsreni  tSin 
that  which  was  plead  for  the  seizure  and  occb- 
pation  of  St.  Marks.  The  defeated  lodiani  bd 
retired  down  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  or  crosed 
over  it  towards  St.  Augustine.  Fort  Gadsckn 
and  the  Appalachicola  river,  to  ssy  nothing  of  at. 
Marks,  then  in  our  possession,  cut  off  their  reuai 
upon  Pensacola.  Above  Peosacoit  lUelf, on  tne 
Canuco,  a  branch  of  the  Bscambit,  Fort  trw- 
ford  served  as  a  check  upon  the  Indiaw  la  m 
vicinity,  and  fifty  miles  from  tbis  last  posinoa 
stood  the  American  fort  Montgomery,  on  tw 
Alabama.  The  desert  country  between  the  Ap- 
palachicola and  the  Bay  of  PcnsacoU,  coniiiD«i 
neither  Spaniards  nor  Indians;  ye^on^,^*r.. 
May,  after  having  dtacharged  a  part  of/"»«^ 
and  proclaimed  the  war  to  be  at  sn  end,  y«  "; 
Jackson  announces  to  his  Government  uw  io«» 
tion  to  occupy  Pensacola,  if  ceruinreporuswnic 
he  had  heard,  should  prove  true,  while  iHe  w« 
tenor  of  his  letter  of  that  dale  «^ncess  d^^|^ 
nation  to  occupy  it  at  all  events.  He  «P'«»^  . 
be  his  confirmed  opinion, « that,  so  long  «»F^ 
'  has  not  the  power  or  will  to  enforce  the  irt  // 
«  by  which  she  is  solemnly  bound  to  ?f^^^^ 
'  Indians  within  her  territory  at  peace  wi  J^^^ 


or^nTac\uJVe"en1frr^M  the  same  reasoning, 
an  argument  in  favor  of  its  wstortuoo.  ^^^ 

In  his  preceding  letter  to  the  Secreury     -^^. 

the  25th  of  March,  he  »nfof«n*  ^'"^  'wfor«it* 

•  log  it  very  difficult  to  sappJy/*'^' I?  the  saf^ 

•  the  Canuco,  by  land,  he  had  orderea^- 


of  the 


5  25th  of  March,  he  info'""* '*'"^  Jlfori* 
it  very  difficult  to  •aPP^y/^'ll.a^^^^^ 
„_  Canuco,  by  land,  he  had  ^rderea  ^     ^. 

*  plies  for  that  garrison  by  water"  op »»  g-n. 
bfa,  that  is,  by  Pensacola,  and  ibrottgh  J^  r^ 
ish  territory :  and  that  he  bad    wn       ^jjo 

*  Governor  of  Pensacola,  that  if  ^^'\^0 
*them  during  the  present  I**^'*^  Jlgii  it  as »» 

*  view  it  as  aiding  the  enemy,  •"".?  Qau^^^f 
'  act  of  hostility."  In  his  letter  to  tne  u  ^^ ^. 
written  on  the  23d  of  May,  the  day  ^e'" 
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tered  Pensacola,  he  tells  him  **  that,  by  a  refer- 

*  eoce  Co  my  commuDicatioosof  the25th  of  March, 

*  joa  will  see  how  far  I  hare  been  the  aggressor 
'  m  the  measure  protested  aj^ainst.  Yoa  are  there, 

*  (he  adds)  di8CiDctl|r  advised  of  the  objects  of 
'  my  operations ;  and  that  erery  attempt,  on  yoar 
'  part,  to  succor  the  Indians,  or  prevent  the  pas- 
<  sage  of  my  provisions  in  the  Escambia,  would 
^  be  viewed  as  hostile  acts  on  your  pari."^  Keject- 
ing  the  vague  reports,  mentioned  in  his  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  assemblage  of  the 
Indians,  in  force,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola, 
General  Jackson  heie  evidently  rests  his  author- 
ity to  seise  Pensacola  on  the  ground  which  he 
had  assumed  t>n  entering  Florida,  of  the  necessity 
of  supplying  Fort  Crawford  witn  provisions,  by 
a  panage  through  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  the 
right  to  consider  the  refusal  of  that  passage  as  an 
act  of  hostility.  In  his  letter  to  the  same  officer, 
of  the  27th  of  April,  he,  in  fact,  assumes  the  pre- 
rogative of  declaring  war :  "  America,"  he  writes, 
"just  to  her  treaties,  and  anxious  to  maintain 

*  peace  with  the  world,  cannot,  and  will  not,  per- 
'  mit  such  a  savage  war  to  be  carried  on  in  dis- 

*  guise  any  longer.    Asylums  have  been  granted 

*  to  the  persons  and  property  of  an  Indian  foe, 

*  fugitives  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
'  Facilities,  deemed  by  me  necessary  to  terminate 
'a  war,  which,  under  existing  treaties,  should 
'  have  been  maintained  by  Spain,  for  feeding  my 
^troops,  and  liberating  the  subjects  of  Spain, 
Mmprisoned  by  the  Indians,  have  all  been  de- 
'  nied  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

*  All  these  facts  prove  the  unjust  conduct  of  the 
'  Spanish  agents  in  Florida.    It  cannot  longer  be 
^  tolerated ;  and,  although  a  republic,  fond  of  peace, 
'  the  United  States  know  her  rights,  and,  at  the 
'  expense  of  war,  will  maintain  them." 

In  deciding  upon  the  necessity  of  supplying 
Fort  Crawford  with  provisions,  by  the  bay  of 
Pensacola  and  the  Escambia,  the  Committee  must 
be  already  struck  with  the  langua|;e  in  which 
General  Jackson  himself  describes  it.  Finding 
it  very  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Crawford,  on  the 
Canuco,by  land,  he  resolved  to  supplv  it  by  water. 
Here  is  no  necessity — none  that  could  justify  the 
consideration  of  a  refusal  to  permit  the  passage 
of  provisions  through  a  neutral  country,  as  an  act 
of  hostility.  Most  truly  does  Ckneral  Jackson 
speak  of  the  difficulty  onlv  of  obtaining  the  sup- 
Mies  by  land ;  and  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
Pcnsaeolai  in  which  he  apprizes  him  that  he  has 
ordered  a  supply  of  provisions  to  be  sent  from 
New  Orleans,  by  way  of  Pensacola.  to  Fort  Craw- 
ford, on  the  Canuco,  he  adds,  that  this  route  has 
been  adopted,  as  the  most  speedy  one  of  provi- 
aionittg  one  of  his  garrisons. 

Sir,  when  you  cast  your  eyes  on  the  map  near 
you,  and  recollect  that  part  of  the  supplies  of  Fort 
Scott,  on  Flint  river,  were  obtained  from  Fort 
Montgomery,  at  the  distance  of  many  hundred 
miles  I  and  when  you  perceive  that  the  river  Ala- 
bama connects  the  latter  with  the  port  of  Mobile ; 
that  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort  Crawford 
there  ia  a  public  road,  of  fifty  miles  only  in  extent  | 
you  will  readily  comprehend  the  nature  of  that 


necessity  urged,  not  by  General  Jackson,  but  by  his 
friends  m  this  House,  and  especially  by  one  of 
mv  honorable  colleagues,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  as  a  jus- 
tification of  the  seizure  qf  Pensacola.  But,  if 
the  land  carriage  of  fifty  miles,  for  the  provisions 
required  to  supply  a  garrison^  consisting  of  one 
hundred  men,  was  a  serious  impediment  to  the 
military  operations  of  General  Jackson,  allow  me 
to  point  out  another  channel,  which  would  reduce 
this  transportation,  by  land,  to  half  that  distance. 
The  Perdido  river,  1  am  warranted,  by  an  honor* 
able  delegate  in  this  House,  in  representing  to 
be  navigable  to  the  Florida  boundary,  in  boats 
drawing  less  than  eighteen  inches  water,  and 
from  a  point  on  that  river,  opposite  Fort  Craw- 
ford, the  distance  over  land  is  but  twenty-five 
miles. 

But,  let  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  for 
Fort  Crawford  by  any  other  channel  than  the 
Escambia  be  magnified  to  any  extent,  did  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  refuse  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  General  Jackson?  No,  sir,  the  com- 
plaint of  such  refusal  is  reduced,  at  last,  to  the 
narrow  ground,  that  exorbitant  duties  are  charged 
on  the  entry  of  the  provisions  at  Pensacola* 
The  whole  necessity,  therefore,  is  resolved  into 
the  expense  of  pnying  those  duties.  Sir,  the  re- 
sources of  the  Unitea  States  do  not  require,  that^ 
to  save  the  duties,  however  exorbitant,  (and  their 
amount  is  nowhere  stated.)  upon  the  provisions 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  one  hundred  men,  the 
sovereignty  of  an  independent  nation  should  be 
trample  under  foot.  JSut  even  this  plea  for  oc- 
cupying Pensacola  is  finally  removed  by  a  letter 
of  the  Gbvernor  to  General  Jackson,  dated  six 
days  before  its  seizure,  in  which  he  says,  "that, 
'  with  respect  to  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the 

*  Escambia,  I  have  not  hitherto  prevented  it* 
'  And,"  he  proceed^  **  now  that  the  free  com- 

*  merce  of  this  people  with  that  of  the  interior  ia 

*  declared  admissible,  by  higher  authority,  there 
'  will  in  future  be  no  difficulty  in  allowing  the 
'  merchants  to  transfer  from  hence  to  Fort  Craw- 
'  ford,  and  other  forts  on  the  frontier,  as  well  by 

*  water  as  by  land,  whatever  provisions  and 
<  effects  they  may  need  or  desire,  by  which  meana 
'  these  posts  will  readiljf  be  provisioned,  and  your 
'  excellency  will  be  satisfied."  Not  so,  however ; 
General  Jackson  had  advanced  too  near  his  ob- 
ject to  be  thus  diverted  from  it;  and  as  the  ne- 
cessity of  occupying  Pensacola,  in  order  to  in- 
sure the  safe  transportation  of  his  supplies,  had 
ceased  altogether,  a  new  reason  occurs  to  sanc- 
tion the  measure.  "  On  my  march,  on  the  23d 
of  Mav,"  says  the  Gkneral,  in  a  letter  to  the  Sec- 
'  retary  of  War  of  the  2d  of  June,  "a  protest 
'  from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  was  delivered 
( to  me  by  a  Spanish  officer,  remonstrating,  in 

*  warm  terms,  against  my  proceedings,  and  order- 

*  ing  me  and  mv  forces  instantly  to  quit  the  ter- 

*  ritory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  with  a  threat  to 
'  ^PP^y  force,  in  the  event  of  a  non-compliance.'' 
^  This,''  adds  the  General,  "  was  so  open  an  indi- 
'  cation  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  after  hav- 

<  ing  been  early  and  well  advised  of  the  object  of 

<  my  operations,  that  I  hesitated  no  longer  on  the 
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( meaaures  to  be  adopted.    I  marched  lor,  aad 

<  entered  Pensacola.  with  only  the  show  of  re- 
'  sistaace,  on  the  24th  of  May."  Sir,  let  os  ex- 
amine the  language  in  which  this  threat  was 
couched,  and  ascertain  whether  it  was  of  the 
character  described  by  Qeneral  Jackson,  or  of 
such  a  character  that  the  honor  of  the  army  re- 
quired it  to  be  resisted  by  the  seizure  and  occu- 
nation  of  Pensacola  and  the  Barancas.    '*  It  har- 

*  ing  come  to  my  knowledge,^'  writes  Goreraor 
Mazot,  ^  that  yon  hare  passed  the  frontiers  with 
'  the  troops  under  your  command,  and  that  you 
'  are  withm  the  province  of  West  Florida,  which 
^  is  subject  to  my  GoTernment,  I  solemnly  pro- 

*  test  agaiast  this  procedure  as  an  offence  to- 
'  wards  my  SovereigD,  exhorting  you,  and  re- 
'  quiring  of  you,  in  his  name,  to  retire  from  it,  as, 

*  if  you  do  not,  and  continue  your  aggressions,  I 
'  diall  repel  force  by  fbrce.'^  To  which  he  adds, 
''as  the  repeller  of  an  insult  has  never  been 

*  deemed  the  aggressor,  vou  will  be  responsible 
'  both  to  God  and  man  for  all  the  fatal  oonse- 

<  quences  which  may  result.''  Is  this  an  order  to 
Craneral  Jackson  and  his  force  "  iastantly  to  quit 
'  the  territory  of  Spain,  with  a  threat  to  apply 
'  force  in  the  event  of  a  noncompliance  ?"  If  you 
do  not,  and  continue  your  aggressions,  I  shall, 
said  the  Governor,  repel  force  by  force.  What 
force?  The  entry  into  Florida.  That  occurred 
very  early  in  March ;  and  this  protest  is  dated 
on  the  24th  of  May,  though  doubtless  written  on 
the  23d,  for  the  Aid  of  General  Jackson  certifies 
that  it  was  received  on  that  day  from  a  Spanish 
officer,  who  met  the  American  army  on  its  march 
shortly  after  it  had  crossed  the  Escambia  river ; 
and.  consequently!  when  General  Jackson  was 
within  a  few  miles  of  Pensacola. 

Neither  the  object  of  the  American  com- 
mander, nor  the  nature  of  this  threat,  ooald  then 
be  mistaken.  It  was  that,  if  General  Jackson 
continued  his  aggressions,  by  attacking  Pensa- 
cola, force  would-be  repelled  by  force.  In  the 
Governor's  letter  from  the  Barancas,  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  you  have  his  explanation  of  this 
threat.     '*  x  our  excellency,"  he  writes,  *4ays  to 

*  mv  charge  the  blood  which  may  be  shed  tiy  my 
'reiQsal  to  deliver  up  the  province,  as  your^x-; 
'  cellency  requests,  which  I  shall  never  do;  norj 
'  can  I.  without  covering  myself  with  dishonor  atj 

*  the  close  of  mv  life  and  of  my  long  milUaryj 

*  career.  I  am  nrmly  persuaded  your  excellency! 
'  would,  in  my  case,  do  the  same,  as  you  would 
'  not  venture  to  stain  the  honorable  laurels  with 

*  which  you  are  adorned.  I  expect,  from  the 
'generosity  of  your  excellency,  first,  that  you 
'  will  set  the  officers  and  troops  that  .garrisoned 

*  Pensacola  at  liberty,,  and  that,  after  supplying 
'your  army  with  pirovisions,  you  will  shortly 
'  evacuate  the  territory  of  this  province,  and  not 

*  carry  on  a  partial  war  against  West  Florida  at 
'  a  time  when  our  nations  are  in  profound  peace. 
'  Finally,"  he  adds  to  this  conciliatory  letter,  "it, 

*  contrary  to  my  hopes,  your  excellency  should 
'  persist  in  your  intention  to  occupy  this  fortress, 
'  which  I  am  resolved  to  defend  to  the  last  ex-* 

*  tremity,  I  shall  repel  force  by  force ;  and  he 


*  who  resists  aggtesston  can  never  be  conaM 
'  an  aggressor." 

In  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  QeoenlJiek* 
son,  a  more  striking  illustratiOD  isofleredofikt 
extent  to  which  hb  conduct  was  iolueDced  bf 
this  threat.    Not  satisfied  with  the  aeizore  of 
Pensacola,  without  resistance,  he  proceeded  foof' 
teen  miles  below  it,  invested,  and,  lAera  Imrf 
canaoaade  of  many  hoars,  took  the  forinsi  of 
the  Barancas  and  the  Governor,  by  cipuoiitioa. 
Nor  did  he  stop  here;  but,  regaraiDgthe  ^oiiii 
troops  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  all  West  rioridt 
as  a  conquered  country,  he  shipped liieforfflerfo 
the  Havana,  and  usurped  over  thelitlciibeciTil, 
as  well  as  military,  administration.  OoeofniT 
honorable  colleagues  has,  with  siagdai  {elicivf , 
offered  the  same  apology  for  these  defesan 
measures  of  the  American  conmaodec  vhichhe 
allows  to  the  Bmperor  of  France  for  sabreriiog 
the  Prussian  monarc  hy .  The  honor  of  iheFreodi 
arms  required  that  a  threat  shoold  be  npelied! 
Sir,  the  force  of  the  argument  will  appeuTeiy 
nearly  the  same,  in  both  oases,  wbeo  refeK&ceis 
had  to  the  relative  strength  of  the  eombiUBtt; 
but  there  is  this  remarkable  differeoce  betveei 
the  Bmperor  of  France  and  Qeaeni  JieboD, 
that  the  former  was  the  acknowledged  soTereigi 
of  France,  and  the  latter  had  merely  osorttdtiie 
authorityof  Congress  to  make  war  opoQtioR^ 
Sute.    Whether  Gkaeral  Jackson's  coadiKt  wu 
in  obedience  to  his  orders,  as  my  boDortble  col- 
league (Mr.  Smtth)  has  so  earnestly  ud  iue* 
niously  maintained,  is  a  question  betweea  m 
and  the  authority  from  which  he  derived  theo, 
except  so  far  as  regards  the  peraicioos  eztofue 
of  military  insubordination,  which  is  afforded  by 
the  impunitv  of  this  act.    Bat  my  hoaoabie  col- 
league will  be  sensible,  on  nuitare  refleciioo,  a 
the  embarrassment  to  which  he  exposes  bioMU 
when  he  seeks  to  get  rid  of  the  express  limittUM 
contained  in  the  order  of  the  16tb  of  I^cembcr, 
not  to  attack  the  Seminole  Indisas  shooldilief 
shelter  themselves  under  a  Spanish  fort,  out  (o 
notify  the  Executive  of  the  fact.   Hy  coUea^ 
has  contended  that,  as  the  Indians  never  did  leet 
shelter  under  the  walls  of  a  Spanisb  fort,  ti^ 
order  should  be  construed  as  if  tbe  liffii»{l^ 
which  it  contains  had  constituted  Bopv^^j^^ 
In  other  words,  althouf^  General  ^*^^ 
no  authority  to  attack  a  Spanish  iQttt*^.*^/^^ 
protected  the  entire  army  of  oar  <>^^^^^!h 
a  right  to  atuck  such  fortress  withoot  tof  »^ 
provocation  or   necessity.    Sir,  is  1***^°^, 
these  orders,  it  is  proper  to  «»wk,i»^*^"^ 
ing  from  military  usage,  the  GoveraiBCiit&^j^ 
to  the  ojQicer  charged  with  their  execatioo,rasov 
for  the  restraints  which  they  impose  on  ft«  »»^ 
thority.    "  The  sUte  of  our  negoiifuow  w » 
'  Spain,  and  the  temper  manifested  by  tbe  p- 
'  cipal  European  Powers,  make  it  uDpomid  |^ 

*  the  opinion  of  the  President,  to  mote  *  lo"^ 
'  this  time,"  fourteen  days  only  before  ibew^ 
which  I  have  quoted,  "into  the  Spaowb  f^ 

*  iona  for  the  mere  purpose  of  «hasiisis£ 
^Seminoles  for  the   depredations  which  u»ej 
» have  heretofore  committed."    And  if  pw«y '^ 
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this  abitiaeaec,  what  shall  be  tatd  of  the  I 
sehEora  of  the  capital  of  West  Florida  when  these 
Indiant  had  beeo  ehattiaed,  and  all  the  professed 
ol^eeta  of  the  invasion  of  their  territory  attained? 
Smeh,  air,  was  the  exposition  given  of  his  orders 
by  the  President  himself,  in  aonovncing  to  Con- 
gress that  he  had  aathorized  the  American  army 
to  cross  the  Florida  line ;  and,  notarithstanding 
his  refusal  to  ceasnre  General  Jackson  for  diso- 
beyiag  them,  each  most  have  been  the  constroc- 
tion  f  ivcD  to  them  by  the  President,  when,  on 
the  lath  of  August  last,  he  ordered  the  restora- 
tion of  the  eonqoered  posts  and  territory  to 
Spain. 

Much,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  said,  in  the 
eonrae  of  this  debate,  of  the  motives  wnioh  in- 
duced the  American  oommander  to  depart  from 
bis  orders.  An  honorable  ^Ueagoe  of  mine, 
(Mr.  fiABDonn,)  while  he  has  asserted  that  ne- 
cessity woald  have  justified  (leoeral  Jackson,  has 
admitted,  although  he  means  to  vote  against  the 
resolutions  on  your  table,  that  there  existed  no 
such  neeeeBity  for  seizing  either  St.  Marks  or 
Pensacola.  lie  has  told  us  that  there  are  degrees 
of  the  neceasit^  which  would  warrant  the  seizure 
of  a  neutral  fortress  by  a  military  commander. 
Sir,  aecessity,  which  is  without  law,  can  know 
BO  dearees :  and  my  honorable  colleague  might 
as  well  attempt  to  resolve  duration  into  time,  or 
infinity  into  space,  as  such  necessity  into  degrees. 
With  the  motives  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  except  as 
thev  illoatrate  his  acts,  this  House  have  nothing 
to  do.  The  conformitv  of  those  acts  to  the  Con- 
stitntioo  of  the  United  States,  is  the  subject  of 
our  present  inquiry.  We  are  in  the  hall  of  the 
Representatives  or  the  people,  asserting  their 
rights,  to  have  the  Constitution  administered  ac- 
cording to  its  true  spirit.  The  course  of  argu- 
ment of  my  oolleagoe  would  be  strictly  pertinent 
on  an  indiotment  for  murder.  He  might  reduce 
the  ofiboee  to  manslaughter,  or  to  excusable 
homicide.  Our  present  purpose  is  not  the  trial 
of  a  pabtie  offender,  but  the  maintenance  of  our 
own  Constitutional  powers.  Sir,  the  very  worst 
aats  have  been  done  with  the  very  best  motives. 
Political  and  religious  enthusiasm  have  at  tifloes 
aobvarted  the  fairest  constitutions  of  Ckvern- 
aaent,  and  shrooded  Religion  herself  in  blood. 
I  repeat  it,  sir,  I  look,  in  this  inquiry,  to  higher 
objects  than  the  character  and  motives  of  Qeneral 
Jacksoo-^-to  our  Constitution  and  laws — to  the 
character  and  genius  of  the  American  people. 

The  doctrines  of  our  opponents,  on  this  ques- 
tion, are  more  alarming,  if  possible,  than  the  acts 
which  tbey  seek  to  justify  or  to  excuse.  If,  as 
my  honorable  colleague  contended,  who  addressed 
the  Committee  some  days  ago,  (Mr.  Smtth,)  a 
declaration  of  war  is  nothing  more  than  ^k  re- 
cognition that  war  exists,"  what  becomes  of  the 
Constitutional  authority  of  Congress — of  all  the 
restraints  which  the  Constitution  has  sought  to 
impose  on  ambition,  improvidence,  and  corrup- 
tion, by  Testing  the  power  of  declaring  war  in 
the  Representatives  of  the  nation  1  The  exam- 
ples derived  from  the  practice  of  other  nations, 
among  whom  declaratioaa  of  war,  it  is  remarked 


bv  Vattel,  have  fallen  into  disuse^  are  ioappUca-^ 
ble  to  us,  because  they  are  inconsistent  with  thr 
genias  of  our  free  Constitution. 

Alike  extraordinary  is  the  conclusion  of  my* 
colleague,  that,  because  the  President  is  chargea 
with  the  execution  of  our  laws,  aad  treaties  arr 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  he  may  execotr 
within  the  territories  of  Spain  the  provisions  of 
a  Spanish  treaty  ;  or  the  yet  more  extraordinary 
doctrine,  that  all  the  powers  of  this  Qovernmeal^ 
which  inay  at  any  time  be  exercised  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  are  concentered  ia 
the  hands  of  the  President.  This  Committee 
will  pause  before  it  sanctions  doctrines,  alikesuh^ 
versive  of  the  independence  and  laws  of  other  na- 
tions, and  of  the  theory  and  maxims  of  our  ^mi 
Constitution. 

There  is  one  obiection  urged  to  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions,  which  I  deem  it  proper  to  notice 
before  I  quit  this  branch  of  my  inquiry.  It  has 
been  said  by  our  opponents  thalt,  without  intend- 
ing it,  we  are  throwing  the  weight  of  our  opia- 
ioos  in  the  scale  of  a  foreign  nation,  between 
whom  and  our  Qovemment  a  negotiation  is  do- 
pending,  which  involves  questions  of  jgreat  itt* 
portance  to  the  public  prosperitv. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  honorable  gentle- 
men, on  the  same  side  of  this  question  with  my^ 
self,  seem  to  have  regarded  it,  as  a  duty  to  themr 
selves,  to  disavow  the  direction  thus  given  to 
their  arguments,  and  to  express  sentiments  bor- 
dering, at  least,  on  hostility  to  Spain. 

Allow  me,  also,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say,  that, 
although  Spain,  in  my  opinion,  has  given  us 
ample  cause  of  war,  I  am  oecidedly  opposed  to  a 
declaration  of  hostilities  against  her.  We  claias, 
1  uaderstaad,  as  our  western  boundary,  the  terri- 
tory west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  fiar  as  tne  Rio  del 
Norte.  If  by  treaty  it  is  ours,  let  it  be  ocoi^ 
pied  by  our  arms ;  and,  having  taken  possessioa 
of  that  which  belongs  to  us,  let  us  tender  to  Sfaiti 
the  exchange  of  that  part  of  it  adjacent  to  her 
Mexican  possessions,  lor  Florida,  which  she  does 
not  want,  and  which  would  be  to  us  of  great 
value,  n  she  shall  now  reject  this  propositioD, 
the  time  must  speedily  arrive  when  she  will  pe^ 
ceive  it  to  be  her  interest  to  accede  to  it.  So  fo 
would  1  go,  and  no  farther.  Not  from  any  ap- 
prehension of  the  power  of  Spain,  but  for  reasons 
of  policy,  too  obvioiu  to  require  to  be  enforoei* 
A  war,  even  with  Spain,  would  cripple  that  com- 
merce, on  the  prosperity  of  which  materially  de- 
pends the  future  growth  of  our  yet  infant  i»avy« 
in  such  a  war  we  would  have  to  contend,  not 
with  Spain  alone,  but  to  encounter,  under  the 
disguise  of  a  Spanish  flag,  the  enterprise  and  vt>> 
sources  of  France,  of  Bngland,  and  I  greatly  fear 
of  some  of  the  most  abandoned  of  our  own  citlzeas. 

Having,  Mr.  Chairman,  consumed  so  much  of\ 
the  time  of  the  Committee  on  the  first  propositions  I 
which  I  proposed  tosusuin,  1  shall  pass,  with  moie  I 
brevity,  over  the  last,  which  involves  the  character 
rather  than  the  Constitution  of  our  Government. 
In  the  inquiry,  whether  the  rules  of  judicial  pro- 
ceeding in  the  trial  of  military  ofllcers  have  been 
wantonly  disregarded  in  the  trial  and  exeentioa 
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of  Arbutbnot  and  Ambristrr,  an  UDezpeetcd  dif- 
fienltY  is  started  by  our  opponents,  who  qaestion 
whetner  the  special  coart  which  tried  them  was 
a  coart  martial,  or  a  mere  board  of  officers.  It 
was  not  sufficient,  it  seems^hat  General  Jackson 
informed  the  Secretary  of  War  *'that  Arbnihnot 
and  Ambrister  were  tried  under  his  orders  by  a 
apecial  court  of  select  officers ;  legally  convicted ; 
legally  condemned;  and  most  justly  punished:" 
or,  that  he  calls  the  court  a  court  martial  wher- 
«Ter  he  speaks  of  it,  whether  in  bis  letters  or  his 
general  orders.  His  friends,  aeknowledffing  their 
iKter  incapacity  to  defend  him.  on  nis  own 
groondsj  persist  in  denominating  tne  court  a  mere 
board  of  officers.  Its  proceedings  they  regard  as 
aubject  to  no  legal  restraint ;  its  judgment  as  mere 
counsel  or  advice,  submitted  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Qeneral,  to  be  altered  or  extended  at  his  mere 
pleasure.  Is  their  view  then,  sir,  correct  7  Were 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  uied  by  a  court  mar- 
tial, or  mereljr  examined  by  a  board  of  officers? 
A  court  martial  is  either  a  general  court  for  the 
trial  of  all  offences  whatever,  or  a  regimental  or 
liarrlaon  court,  for  the  trial  of  offences  not  cap- 
ital. The  former  must  consist  of  five,  and  may 
consist  of  thirteen  officers.  The  latter  cannot  ex* 
eeed  three.  A  prboner  was  here  sentenced  to 
death,  and  the  assemblage  of  officers  who  sen- 
tenced him  to  that  punishment  consisted  of  thir- 
teen; it  was,  therefore,  either  a  general  court 
martial  or  no  court  at  all.  A  general  court  mar- 
tial is  required,  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
to  consist  of  "any  number  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers from  five  to  thirteen ;  but  it  shall  not  consist 
of  less  than  thirteen,  where  that  number  can  be 
convened  without  manifest  injury  to  the  service." 
The  court  which  tried  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister 
consisted  of  thirteen  officers,  with  a  supernume- 
nury  appointed  to  act,  in  case  of  unforeseen  ab- 
aence  or  incapacity  of  any  one  of  that  number. 
A  general  court  martial  is  required  to  have  a 
judge  advocate,  whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  to 
the  officers  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  sixty-ninth 
article  of  war,  and  to  act  as  counsel  for  the  ac- 
cused as  well  as  the  court.  The  court  which 
tried  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  had  a  judge  ad- 
vocate, who  administered  the  oath  required  by 
law,  and  interrogated  the  witnesses.  The  prisoner 
may  challenge  any  member  of  a  general  court 
martial  appointed  to  try  him.  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister  were  called  upon  to  exercise  this  priv- 
ilege. The  prisoner  before  a  court  martial  is 
jcegularly  arraigned  upon  charges  and  specifica- 
tions filed  against  him.  So  were  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister.  He  is  entitled  to  counsel  if  he  re- 
quires it.  Arbuthnot  made  application  for  ooun- 
ael,  and  counsel  was  allowea  him.  A  court 
martial  sits  with  open  doors,  except  when  it  de- 
g   cides  a  question,  and  then  the  doors  are  closed. 

I  So  proceeded  the  court  which  tried  these  prison- 
ers. A  court  martial  has  onlv  a  limited  jurisdic- 
tion, both  as  to  offences  and  persons.  So  this 
court  decided,  for,  of  the  third  charge  and  speci- 
fication against  Arbuthnot,  the  court  decided, 
**upon  the  suggestion  of  a  member,  after  mature  I 
deliberation,  that  it  had  no  jurisdiction."  A  court  I 


martial  can  sit,  nolesa  by  express  pennistiQiina 
the  officer  creating  it,  only  between  ecrtaio  boon 
of  the  day.  This  court  was,  by  order,  allovedti 
sit  without  regard  to  hours.  In  the  orginixitioi 
of  a  general  court  martial  the  laembenareMtd 
alternately,  according  to  rank,  on  eseh  tide  o[ 
the  President.  So  was  this  coart  arraofcd.  A 
court  maitial  records,  along  with  a  miooie  of  is 
proceedings,  all  the  testimony  laid  before  iL  80 
did  this  court.  It  is  its  special  provisee  to  decide 
on  the  ^uilt  or  innocence  of  the  aecisrd,  ud  ob 
the  punishment,  if  any.  which  shall  k  iofieted 
upon  them.  So  was  tnis  court  wj/md  to  tfa 
and  so  it  did.  A  general  court  martial  iireqaino 
to  pronoance  upon  every  charge  sod ipediiettiofl 
exhibited  a^inst  a  prisoner.  This  coartobefed 
this  requisition  by  acquitting  the  priiOBer,  Kt* 
buthnot,  of  being  a  spy,  and  respoDdio^  to  all  tbe 
charges  and  specifications  against  him  except 
thatjof  which  theydisdaimedaoy  jariidictioB.  A 
general  court  martial  cannot  seateoee  a  pmooer 
to  death,  without  tbe  concurrence  of  ivo-tkiidi 
of  iu  members.  A  concurrence  of  two-thithoi 
the  court  is  here  certified. 

It  was  a  general  court  martiil,  coBreoed  is 
virtue  of  a  general  order,  «  for  the  purpose  of  * 
vestigating  the  charges  exhibited  agaiostArbath- 
not  and  Ambrister,  and  such  others,  sioilulr 
situated,  as  might  be  brought  before  it.'*  u^ 
therefore,  denominated,  by  General  Jaeboo,  J 
special  court"  All  its  proceedings  wereapDwred 
by  General  JacksoD ;  and  his  approral  skoved 
that  his  order  had  not  been  disobeyed.  AiidTCt, 
had  thb  been  a  board  of  officers,  they  woddsot 
have  presumed  to  loake  exception  to  their  offi 
jurisdiction,  over  any  matter  opoa  wbwe  tuv 
opinion  was  asked  by  the  comraandinf  Genern; 
nor  would  they  have  invited  tbe  prisoner  to cbih 
lenge  any  one  of  their  number.  As«pen»oBef«T 
officer  would  not  have  been  appointed;  their  pro- 
ceedings would  not  have  been  with  opra  dooii, 
a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  would  nothawoeeB 
required  to  be  certified ;  nor  woold  f"  «»*^^ 
of  their  hours  of  sitting,  by  a  general  order,  m^J 
been  at  all  necessary.    Coaformiag  » i«  »»■; 
particulars  to  the  articles  and  usageiof  wv,» 
to  be  greatly  deplored  that  thu  court  off /J 
the  General  who  convened  it,  departed  froa^ 
in  the  most  imporunt  essentials  of  J"*"*   ^ 
neither  the  articles  of  war,  nor  i«,^7?!a.oi 
courts  martial,  authorized  the t"»l "  tSikeB. 
or  Ambrister  by  the  court  which  ^'if^ 
"For  the  persons,"  says  Macomb,  ^^J^'yg. 
'  ject  to  the  military  laws  of  the  UftW**  »^^ 


'  and  amenable  to  be  tried  by  couru  mif^-j;  ^ 

*  all  persons  who  are  commissioned,  or^J^JJ^j. 

*  officers,  or  who  are  enlisted,  or  on  Wi  ^^^^ 

*  commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  ^^^ini. 

*  and  retainers  to  the  camp,  and  all  peiw  ^^.^ 

*  soever,  serving  with  the  «'«*•*  f-'j  loidien 

*  States  in  the  field,  though  not  enlwt^a  «^.^.^ 

*  all  military  storekeepers,  commi»w>^  ^,^, 

*  agents,  surgeons,  surgeons'  .'"■jff,^  coodw** 
'  quartermasters,  chaplains;  aU  ^"^^S^  penooi, 

*  ors,  gunners,  matrosses,  «*"'^*"».^'?,  jjieW^ 
'  whatsoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire  » 


817 


HlffCORT  OF  OOKOSBSa 


818 


Jahuart,  1819. 


Semmole  ffar» 


H.orR. 


'  of  the  arlillery  or  oorm  of  engineers  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States,  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  any 

*  other  troops,  wbetbe^  militia  or  others,  being 
'  mastered  and  in  pay  of  tbe  United  States^  when 

*  acting  in  eonjanction  with  the  regular  forces," 
and  by  a  special  act  of  Congress,  ^  all  spies." 

Id  this  enameration  of  persons  subject  to  the 
eoffnizance  of  an  American  court  martial,  a  search 
will  be  made  in  Tain  for  a  description  correspond* 
iDg  with  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  after  the 
former  had  been  acquitted  of  being  a  sptr.  Bren 
where  a  particular  offence  is  cognizable  by  a  court 
martial,  tbe  character  *'  of  the  person  determines 

*  whether  it  may  be  tried  by  a  civil  or  military 
'tribunal.    The  harboring  or  concealing  of  de- 

*  serten  is  a  ci?il  or  military  offence,'according  to 

*  the  state  or  quality  of  the  person  who  commits 
'  iu"  If  by  a  soldier,  it  may  be  tried  by  a  court 
martial ;  if  by  a  citizen,  a  law  of  the  Doited 
States  expressly  provides  that  it  shall  be  tried  by 
a  civil  court.  The  same  doctrine  is  established 
by  the  Constitution,  which  provides,  *Uhar  no 
^  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or 
'  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  present- 

*  ment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  ezcept  In 
'  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the 

*  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war 

*  or  public  danger." 

But  the  mode  of  trial  was  not  less  exceptiona- 
ble than  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  are  marked  alike  by  the 
exclusion  of  competent  testimony  offered  by  one 
of  the  accused,  and  by  the  admission  of  incompe- 
tent testimony  against  him.  The  following  rules 
of  evidence  are  laid  down  by  the  best  American 
aathor  on  this  subject— an  author  to  whom  the 
Committee  has  referred  us,  as  in  common  use— 
and  who  is  known  to  this  House,  from  having 
received  its  thanks  for  his  distinguished  gallantry. 
■'The  evidence,"  says  Macomb,  "on  trials  by 
court  martial  is  the  same  that  is  required  in  civil 
prosecutions." 

**  In  all  cases  where  a  party  would  avail  him- 
'  self  of  the  incompetency  of  a  witness,  on  account 
'  of  his  conviction  of  a  crime,  it  is  necessary  that 
'  be  should  produce  to  the  court  the  record  of  con- 

*  rictloo,  or  a  sufficient  proof  of  it."  Yet,  before 
anjr  trial,  the  testimony  of  Ambrister  was  reject- 
ed as  incompetent,  when  offered  by  Arbuthnot, 
in  his  defence. 

"  Letters  of  correspondence  and  all  familiar 

*  writings  must  be  proved,  upon  oath,  to  be  writ- 
'  ten  by  the  person  of  whose  handwriting  they 
^  are  alleged  to  be."  Yet,  the  letters  ascribed  to 
Arbuthnot  are  received  as  evidence,  without  a 
shadow  of  proof.  For  the  author,  from  whom 
this  evidence  is  quoted,  also  adds,  that,  *^  even  the 
'  comparison  of  handwritings,  though  it  may  be 

*  osefully  employed  in. the  detection  of  forgery, 

*  is  no  evidence  to  authenticate  any  writing  what- 
'  ever,  as  evidence,  in  a  criminal  prosecution." 

"  An  attestation  of  a  witness  must  be  only  to 
■  what  he  actually  knows,  from  his  own  observa- 
'  tion  of  the  facts  in  issue.  He  is  not  to  be  exam- 
'  ined  as  to  what  he  has  heard,  or  been  informed 
^  of  by  others;  for  his  testimony  being  in  that 


'  case  a  reference  to  the  information  of  another. 
'  who  is  not  upon  oath,  is  no  evidence  at  all." 
Yet,  in  the  case  of  Aroutbnot,  the  hearsay  evi- 
dence of  Indians,  who,  as  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  justly  remarks,  would  not  have  been 
competent  witnesses,  if  present,  was  received  by 
the  court. 

**  FaetB  are  the  subjects  of  evidence,  not  opin" 
<  tofte."  It  is  therefore  '^  to  the  truth  or  facts  that 
'  evidence  is  regularly  brought,  ai^  to  form  opin- 

*  ions  of  these  is  the  province,  not  of  the  witness, 
'  but  ofthejudge  or  juror  who  is  to  decide  them.  No 
'  party  therefore  in  a  trial  is  entitled  to  obtrude 

*  the  opinions  of  a  witness  upon  the  court,  or  to 

*  call  upon  a  witness  to  answer  questions  of  opin- 

*  ion."  Yet  a  witness,  Hambly,  a  Spanish  rene- 
f^do,  the  personal  and  open  enemy  of  the  prisoner, 
u  express! V  and  repeatedly  invited  by  the  court, 
on  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot,  to  give  his  opinion  or 
the  prisoner's  guilt  or  innocence. 

But,  admitting  the  prisoners  to  have  been  le- 
gally tried  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
and  legally  condemned,  the  execution  of  Ambris- 
ter was  in  defiance  of  the  sentence  of  tbe  court, 
and  a  mockery  of  its  authority.  An  honorable 
colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  Smtth)  has  contended 
that  there  were  two  sentences  in  the  latter  case, 
and  justifies  the  approval  of  tbe  first,  which  con- 
demned the  prisoner  to  death,  because  the  last 
was  illegal.    "  The  judgment  of  a  court  martial 

*  is  alwajrs  under  its  own  control,"  says  Macomb, 

*  until  it  is  communicated  to  the  officer  by  whom 
'  it  is  convened."  In  this  case,  the  first  judgment 
was  reconsidered.  The  reconsideration  restored 
the  court  and  the  prisoner  to  tbe  same  situation 
in  which  they  had  stood  before  any  sentence 
whatever  was  pronounced ;  and  the  final  judg- 
ment was,  therefore,  the  only  judgment  of  the 
court.  This  judgment  sentenced  the  prisoner  to 
be  whipped  and  to  hard  labor. 

Qeneral  Jackson  **  disapproved  the  reconsider- 
ation, approved  the  finding  and  first  sentence  of 
the  court,  and  ordered  Ambrister  to  be  shot." 
Had  he  authority  to  do  so?  "  With  the  appoint- 
ment or  constitution  of  the  court  martial."  says 
the  high  authority  I  have  already  qaote<f,  "the 
'  power  of  the  officer  over  the  prisoner  ceases 

*  until  that  court  shall  have  pronounced  judg^ 
'  ment.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
'  Gteneral,  can  no  more  interfere  in  the  procedure 
'  at  courts  martial,  in  the  execution  of  their 

*  duty,  than  they  can  with  anv  of  the  fixed  courts 
'  of  justice ;  nor,  even  after  the  court  martial  has 
'  pronounced  its  sentence,  is  it  in  the  power  of 
'  the  President,  General,  or  other  officer  ordering 
'  the  court,  to  add  to  or  alter  that  sentence  in  any 
^  one  particular,  unless  a  recommendation  to  that 
'  effect  shall  be  therein  contained.    The  Presi- 

*  dent,  or  Commander-in-chief,  In  virtue  of  his 
'  prerogative  of  merev,  may  entirely  remit  the 
'  punishment  which  toe  court  has  awarded,  or, 
'  by  disapproving  the  sentence,  he  may  order  the 
'  court  to  sit  again,  and  to  review  their  proeeed- 
'  ings  and  judgment :  but  he  can  no  more  decree 
'  any  particular  alteration  of  their  sentence  than 
'  he  can  alter  the  judgment  of  a  civil  court,  or 
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*  tbe  Terdict  of «  jury*''  Arbathnot  aod  Ambrit* 
ler  were,  therefore,  tried  by  it  court  of  iocompe* 
tent  jarisdictioD.  The  former  was  eoBdemned 
upon  illegal  evidence,  and  the  latter  executed  by 
order  of  the  comnuBdiog  GkoenU,  io  defiance  of 
the  judgment  of  a  court  of  his  own  appointment; 
all  of  whose  proceedings  he  approved,  except 
their  single  act  of  mercy-*-*the  reconsideration  of 
their  sentence  against  Am  br later. 

The  general  order  of  the  29th  of  April,  com- 
manding the  immediate  execution  of  Arbathnot 
and  Ambrlster,  uacondemned  even  to  this  day, 
nay,  more  than  tacitly  approved,  is,  Mr.  Chair- 
man^ a  stain  on  the  records  of  the  judicial  pro* 
ceedings  of  this  nation,  to  the  insecurity  of  the 
honor  and  life  of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  Sutes.  and  of  every  citizen 
of  America,  who  may  be  legally,  or  otherwise, 
subjected  to  the  judgment  of  a  conrt  martial ;  a 
proceeding  which  imperiously  calls  for  the  inter- 
position of  the  authority  of  Congress,  in  order 
that,  instead  of  being  converted  into  a  precedent 
for  tutnre  imitation,  it  may  be  shunned  as  an  ob- 
ject of  abhorrence.  Sir,  it  is  no  little  cause  of 
alarm  to  behold  the  highest  military  court  of 
criminal  justice,  which  should  be  the  shield  of 
innocence,  converted  inio  a  rod  of  oppression. 
While  I  listened  with  equal  attention  and  delight 
to  the  eloquent  and  able  argument  of  my  honor* 
able  friend  from  New  York,  I  thought  that  even 
he  underrated  the  security  which  a  military  court 
is  designed  to  afford  to  an  innocent  prisoner.  I 
thought  he  supposed  that  a  military  judge  was 
not  sworn  to  discharge  the  ditties  of  his  office 
with  fidelitv  and  impartiality.  [Mr.  SToaaa 
arose  to  explain.  He  had  remarked,  he  said,  that 
the  charges  were  not  sworn  to  on  which  a  pris- 
oner was  arrested.]  I  misunderstood  my  honors 
able  friend,  said  Mr.  ManoBn ;  but  even  here  the 
charge  must  be  sanctioned  bjr  the  honor  of  an 
officer.  A  general  court  martial  derives  iu  ap- 
pointment from  the  sound  discretion  of  the  highest 
military  authority  in  an  army;  its  sentence  is 
inoperative  until  it  receives  his  approbation ;  and 
any^  oflicer  who  should  seek^  by  the  instrumen- 
latity  of  such  a  court,  to  gratify  secret  resentmeat 
or  malignity,  would  render  himself  odious  to  his 
whole  corps. 

The  ingenuity  of  my  honorable  ^soUeague  (Mr. 
Smttb)  will  in  vain  attempt  to  discover  an  anal- 
ogy between  this  trial  and  any  event  in  the  judi- 
cial history  of  this  nation.  The  board  of  omcers 
who  reported  Major  Andre  to  be  a  spy  were  not 
constituted  a  court  martial,  but  if  they  had  been, 
their  sentence  was  not  disregarded.  The  gentle- 
man will  turn  in  vain  to  the  annals  of  th«  Revo- 
lotion  for  a  precedent  to  extenuate  the  enormity 
of  this  whole  proceeding.  We  have  been  askea, 
'^  whence  this  sympathy  for  two  British  prison- 
ers?" Sir^  my  sympathy  is  not  with  them,  but 
with  our  violated  laws.  The  people  have  seated 
us  by  the  fountain  of  justice,  and  charged  us  to 
preserve  its  purity  from  contamination.  SUtra* 
ordinary  and  alarming  as  are  the  doctrines  of 
martial  law  maintained  in  this  debate,  there  is 
yet  some  consolation  in  perceiving  that  our  op- 


ponents hare  deemad  it  neaassary  to  takaadwUe 
grooad ;  and,  lesi  the  jadgmeat  of  tbe  coon  wr- 
tial  should  not  sustain  the  execatioa  of  ihe  pds- 
oners,  they  have  resorted  to  the  broad  fight  trfie- 
taliatioa— which  brings  me  totbetaalpropositisa 
that  I  undertook  to  mainlatn— liMft  the  accus- 
tomed clemency  of  this  nation,  manileated  in  tU 
former  wars,  has  beea  disregarded  in  the  ktc 
Seminole  campaign,  by  the  exeeaiioci  in  eoU 
blood  of  unreaisting  captives,  aslgeated  to  cor 
arfloa  by  the  chaace  of  war.    Without  JnquinM 
into  the  manner  in  which  tha.two  Savaaee  chiefi 
were  decoyed  into  our  grasp  by  1^  use  of  the 
British  flag,  or  Arbuthnot  was  dcscged  from  be- 
neath the  protection  of  the Jieutraifig  of  Spain — 
acts  which,  coupled  with  the  aoceaeduigiia^y, 
imbue  its  closing  scene  with  deeper  horror— I  ut- 
terly protest  against  the  ai^eation  which  bai 
been  made  of  the  exploded  usages  t»f  war  to  jas- 
tify  ihese  barbarities.    Nor  will  I  distiagnish  be- 
tween the  treatment  of  our  Indian  aiid  vhile 
prison«rs-Hi  distinction  which,  until  this  debate, 
was  never  beard  within  the  coanoUs,  nor  known 
until  the  late  Seminole  war,  ia  tbe  pcaeuce  of 
this  lution,  or  of  any  of  the  pameroos  IBtatn  of 
which  it  is  composed.    The  deotrioe  that  Am- 
briater  was  not  entitled  to  be  regarded  ai  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  because  he  had  no  eonMniasion  irom 
his  own  Sovereign,  would  have  c%iiaUy  ajpyilied. 
as  the  select  committee  have  reaaarked,  to  the 
most  distiaguished  officers  of  our  Revolution; 
men  to  whom  the  veaemble  Copgresa  of  that  daj 
voted  statues  and  monuments,  and  whom  our 
enemy,  in  all  the  pride  of  his  powar,  dared  as( 
but  respect.    Tbe  other  doctrine  of  my  bo&onbk 
colleague,  (Mr.  Snttb,)  that  Ambrisur  had  as 
commission  from  the  Indian  natioa,  to  which  ke 
united  his  arms,  is  disproved  by  aa  aothoritj 
which  he  himself  will  admit — by  the  charge  u 
wbich  the  prisoner  plead  gailtv,  and  opoa  which 
he  wasoondemned  to.be  shot  by  hia  prosecutor; 
the  charge  of  leading  and  commanding  the  Lover 
Creek  Indiana  in  carrying  on  a  war  against  tbe 
United  States-— unlewt  indeed,  it  be  coat^aded 
that  he  commaaded  and  led  nis  fosoaa  without 
their  conseat.    The  crime  of  aidiag,  abetting, 
and  comlbriing  ihem,  on  which  the  remaiaisg 
charge  was  founded  is  evidently  maigad  iit  the 
heavier  aeeueation  to  which  he  plead  goiiry,  and 
which  he  sought  at  least  to  justify.    Aad  tf,  sir, 
the  war  was  defensive  on  the  part  of  these  un- 
hapfy  Indiana,a  justification  more  aoasplete  ia 
all  its  parts  could  not  be  well  iaaned.    The 
benefit  of  that  justification  would  aline  extend  to 
Arbuthnot,  a  mere  trader  in  thie  usual  subjects  of 
Indian  commerce,  since  they  have  laid  down  xht 
bow  and  arrow,  and  resorted  for  subsistence  is 
well  as  security  to. the  musket  and  rifle,  if  he  bi4 
not  in  fact  discountenanced  their  reatstaace  of  a 
force  that  he  saw  must  overwhelm  them. 

Who,  sir,  were  the  other  captives  condemned 
to  death  ?  It  has  been  said  of  some  of  fht 
Suwanee  chiefs,  that  he  was  tbe  aatbor  of  the 
massacre  of  Scott's  detachment*  destroyed,  as  I 
have  proved,  in  that  Indian  territory  which  oor 
army  was  not  only  preparing  to  invade^  but  k^ 
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in  fact,  invaded ;  and  the  parUci|Miiioii  of  this 
chief  in  (be  bloody  matsacre  which  closed  ihis 
scene,  is  luisustained  by  aoy  proof  whatever. 

As   to  his  unforiaoate  comrade^  the  Indian 
Prophet,  what  are  his  impated  crimes?    That 
he  was,  himself,  the  victim  of  superstition  j  that 
he  deittded  his  wretched  followers.    Such  was 
the  guilt,  sir,  of  all  the  augurs  and  soothsayers 
of   the  ancient   republics^  sometimes  Praetors, 
Consubyand  Dictators,  not  to  Rome  alone,  hot 
to  a  conquered  world.    A  guilt,  in  which  lies 
still  involved  three^foorths  of  the  human  race ; 
many  of  whom  yet  groan,  in  eities,  in  palaces. 
and  temples,  beneath  a  superstition,  compared 
with  which,  the  religion  of  the  wandering  in- 
habitants of  our  .western  wilds  is  simple,  peaceful, 
and  consolatory.    Or  did  his  guilt  consist,  in  re- 
turning home  with  a  foreign  commission,  after 
haring  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  quest  of  aid,  to 
sustain  the  sinking  fortune  of  his  tribe  ?   Has  it, 
then,  become  a  crime,  in  our  da^y,  to  lave  our 
country;  to  plead  her  wroiips;  to  maintain  her 
righu;  or  to  die  in  her  deience?    Sir,  had  not 
the  God  I  worship,  a  Qod  of  mercy  as  well  mm 
truth,  taught  me  to  foTjgive  mine  enemies,  did 
he,  as  the  Qreat  Spirit  wiumi  the  Seminole 
adores,  allow  me  to  indulge  revenge;  were  I 
an  Indian,  I  would  swear  eternal  hatred  to  your 
race.    What  crimes  have  they  committed  against 
us,  that  we  have  not,  with  sap erior  skill,  prac- 
tised upon  them?     Whither  are  they  ^one? 
How  many  of  them  have  been  sent  to  uatimdy 
graves!  How  aumy  driven  from  their  lawful 
possessions  ?   Their  tribes  and  their  very  names 
arealmofit  extinct.  My  hcmocable  colleague,  (Mr. 
BAaaouR,)  who  differs  from  us  on  this  question — 
mjr  honorable  friend  I  will  cail  him,  for  he  in- 
spired that  sentiment,  while  he  eloquently  de- 
scribed the  wrongs  aad  sufferings  of  this  un- 
happy race— will  not  condemn  in  a  poor  Semi- 
nole Indiap  that  lo/ve  of  country,  of  which,  if  it 
be  indeed  a  crime,  no  man  is  more  guilty  than 
himself.    But  it  seems  he  was  an  Indian.    The 
Snwanee  chief,  his  comrade,  was  so  too.    Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambrister,  who  inspired  their  coun- 
sels and  led  them  to  comhat^are  to  be  regarded 
as  themselves,  and.  nnder  the  law  of  retauation, 
they  were  all  liable  to  suffer  death,  at  the  plea- 
sure of  General  Jackson.    And  thus,  Mr.  Chair- 
nan,  the  ciemencjr  which  has  been  observed, 
for  two  centuries,  in  all  our  conflicts  with  the 
aborigines  ef  America,  is  at  length  discovered 
to  have  been  an  impolitic  abandonment  of  the 
rights  whieb  we  derive  from  the  laws  and  usages 
of  war.    Nay,  sir,  the  victories  of  all  cur  former 
commanders, ia  all  other  Indian  wars,  are  cast  into 
the  shade,  is  order  to  magnify  the  effect  of  this 
new  policy.    In  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Point 
Pleasant,  in  which  I  have  heard  that  three  hun- 
dred Virginians  fell,  my  colleague  (Mr.  Smttb) 
tells  us.  that  only  e^bteen  Indian  warriors  were 
found  dead  on  the  field.    Before  the  impetuous 
ehajqee  of  the  gaUant  Wayne,  but  twenty  fell. 
At  Tippecanoe,  but  thirtv.    On  the  banks  of  the 
Tallapoosa,  General  Jackson  left  eight  hundred 
Indians  dead.    Sir,  it  is  consolatory  to  humanity 


to  look  beyond  these  fields  of  slaughter,  to.  the 
peace  which  followed  them,  the  only  object  of  a 
just  war.  From  the  battle  of  Point  Pleasant  to 
the  present  dav,  Indian  hostilities  have  ceased 
in  Virginia.  The  victories  of  Wayne  led  to  the 
treaty  of  Greenville,  and  was  followed  by  a  peace 
of  eighteen  years.  The  treaties  of  Hopewell,  of 
New  York,  and  of  ColeralDj  preceded  by  no  bat- 
tle^ were  succeeded  by  a  peace,  which,  with  the 
Creeks  and  Seminoles,  it  required,  after  the  lapse 
of  nineteen  years,  another  British  war  to  disturb; 
and  which,  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
Indians,  endures  to  this  moment.  While  the 
sjplendid  victory  of  Talapoosa,  and  the  treaty  of 
Fort  Jackson,  have  not  yet,  it  is  said,  secured  to 
us  peace,  althouffb  aided  by  our  new  code  of 
retaliation,  and  its  practical  commentary,  the 
execution,  in  cold  blood,  of  four  Indian  captives. 

Mr.  Chairman,,  it  has  been  justly  remarked, 
that  the  only  lawful  end  of  retaliation  is  lost  on 
an  Indian  foe.  Death  has  no  terrors  for  a  North 
American  savage.  Hunting  and  war  are  his 
deljght.  He  hates  labor,  z  ou  mav  punish  him 
by  requiring  him  to  construct  another  wigwam, 
by  laying  waste  his  cornfields,  or  destroying  the 
fruits  of  his  harvest.  So  far  our  retaliation  has 
hitherto  gone.  And  the  peace  which  it  has 
purchased  has  evinced  its  efficacy.  The  Indian 
IS  as  generous  as  he  is  brave.  In  our  past  inter- 
course we  hare  sometimes  conciliated  his  friend- 
ship by  presents ;  and,  by  kindness,  softened  his 
ferocit|^.  Why  not  persevere?  With  him  re- 
venge IS  lawful.  By  departing  from  the  maxims 
observed  in  all  former  wars,  we  shall  rival  our 
savase  foe  in  cruelty,  without  his  apology  to 
plead  in  its  extenuation. 

I  admit  the  power  of  a  military  commander  to 

Sut  his  prisoners  to  death,  but  I  deny  his  right, 
[o  man  has  a  right,  derived  from  God  or  nature, 
to  practise  cruelty  or  injustice ;  and  all  needless 
severity  is  botji  unjust  and  cruel. 

The  law  of  nations  sanctions  no  aath  preten- 
sions. Two  of  our  Indian  treaties  furnish  a  more 
correct  exposition  of  this  law,  than  our  adversa- 
ries have  done.  '^  It  is  understood  (said  the  old 
<  Congress  and  their  Indian  allies)  that  the  pnn- 
'  ishment  of  the  innocent,  under  the  idea  of  retal- 
'  iatiouyis  unjust."  **A  nation  (says  Vattel)  may 
^  punish  another,  which  has  done  her  an  injury, 
'  if  the  latter  refuses  to  give  her  a  just  satinfac- 

*  tion  s  but  she  has  not  a  right  to  extend  the  pen- 
'  alty  beyond  what  her  salety  requires.  Retali- 
'  ation,  which  is  unjust  between  private  persons, 
'  would  be  more  so  between  nations ;  because  it 
'  would,  in  the  latter  case,  be  difficult  to  make 
'  the  punishment  fall  on  th^se  who  had  done  the 

*  injury." 

Wherever  this  humane  writer  seems  to  con- 
tradict this  doctrine,  as  when  be  sanctions  the 
departure  from  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare, 
to  retaliate  on  nations  who  disregard  them,  it  is 
to  bring  those  nations  back  to  reason  and  con- 
science. If  this  be  impossible,  the  retaliation  is 
unjustifiable. 

Would  you  make  slaves  of  Algerine  captives 
because  the  Turks  enslave  their  christian  prison- 
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era?  Earope  has  never  thus  retaliated  on  the 
States  of  Barbarr.  How  speedily  won  id  the 
practice  of  this  doctrine  replnnge  the  world  in 
Darbarism.  la  refusing  to  wage  war  for  revenge, 
and  blending  martial  courtesy  with  valor,  a  nation 
advances  her  true  glory.  That  enemy  is  most  to 
be  dreaded,  who  conquers  by  his  clemency  as  well 
as  his  sword.  '*  Wfio,  though  the  lion  in  combat, 
the  battle  once  ended,  has  the  heart  of  a  lamb." 
Such  has  ever  been  tne  character  of  an  Ameri- 
can soldier,  and  such,  I  trust,  Mr.  Chairman,  will 
continue  to  be  the  boast  of  our  arms. 

How  gratifying  will  it  hereafter  be  to  the  feel- 
ings of  this  nation,  in  looking  back  on  the  course 
of  this  debate,  when  all  its  irritation  shall  have 
subsided,  to  nerceiye  that  the  most  laborious  re- 
search into  the  past  history  of  our  country,  from 
the  first  period  at  which  our  fathers  landed  on 
this  continent,  down  to  the  late  Seminole  war. 
has  not  been  aole  to  furnish  a  solitary  example  or 
the  execution  of  an  Indian  captive,  in  cold  blood. 
Usage  is  the  best  expositor  or  national  law,  and 
the  usage  of  two  centuries  excludes  this  new  law 
of  retaliation  from  the  humane  code  of  America. 

It  has  been  urged  bv  one  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues, f  Mr.  Smtth,)  to  whose  argument  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  advert,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  the  glory  of  a  nation  consists  of  the 
fame  of  its  great  men.  I  had  thought  it  more 
comprehensive.  That  it  embraced  all  the  bles- 
sings, moral  and  physical,  with  which  the  muni- 
ficence of  Heaven  has  crowned  the  lot  of  any  peo- 
ple. The  extent  of  their  territonr,  the  salubrity 
of  their  climate,  the  fertility  of'^ their  soii^  the 
multitude  and  variety  of  its  productions,  the 
tcener]r  of  their  country,  its  capacious  bays,  its 
noble  rivers,  its  lofty  mountains ;  their  commerce, 
their  arts  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war,  their  man- 
ners, their  customs,  their  institutions,  their  laws, 
their  morality  and  piety,  and  the  wide  diffusion 
of  their  happiness.  Wan  us,  sir,  the  security  of 
all  these  blessings,  that  which  stamps  on  them 
their  durable  value,  is  our  excellent  constitution 
of  Government.  This  is  the  cement  of  our 
Union,  the  spring  of  our  commerce,  the  shield  of 
our  security,  the  pledse  of  our  peace,  the  guardian 
of  our  freedom.  Wnatever  other  sources  of  dis- 
tinction we  may  possess,  the^  will  be  found  to 
be  contained,  at  last,  in  our  liberty.  From  this 
source,  distinguished  men  have  doubtless  sprung, 
and  will  be  multiplied  in  all  future  time.  But  let 
us  not  mistake  the  fruit  for  the  tree ;  and,  attract- 
ed by  the  lustre  of  the  one,  leave  the  other  to  per- 
ish by  neglect. 

In  the  progress  of  my  argument,  I  perceive, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  anticipated  my  last 
proposition,  and  have  removed,  I  trust,  the  neces- 
sity of  offering  any  further  reasons  in  support  of 
the  resolutions  on  your  table.  Of  those  which 
are  immediately  practical,  one  will,  I  hope,  fur- 
nish an  additional  sanction  to  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nations,  which  forbids  a  belligerent  to 
enter  a  neutral  territory,  without  peritission,  ex- 
cept in  fresh  pursuit  or  a  flying  enemy;  and  the 
other,  which  requires  the  assent  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  sanction  the  execution  of 


a  prisoner  of  war,  on  the  suppositioD  that  hei&ay 
be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  extends  the  aecniity 
for  human  life  very  little  farther  than  theprescat 
articles  of  war.  Following  the  American  armj 
everywhere,  they  now  require  that  no  jodgmrat 
of  a  court  martial,  in  time  of  peace,  iDfltctia{ 
capital  punishment,  shall  be  executed,  until  it  fata 
receivea  the  approbation  of  the  PresidenL 

Mr.  Cotton  said  that  he  rose  at  that  late  pe 
twcrot  ine  oetMte,  trusting  that  the  Committee 
would  excuse  his  trespassing,  for  a  tbort  cime^ 
upon  their  attention,  whilst  he  dhclmrged  hh 
duty  to  himself,  his  constituents,  and  his  coon  try, 
by  expressing  his  sentiments  on  this  important 
question,  involving,  as  it  did,  the  Coattilatioa 
and  laws  of  the  country.  In  the  investigaiioa  of 
it,  he  would  not  be  deterred  from  expresnng  hii 
opinion  freely,  either  by  the  declarations  of  those 
high  in  authority,  that  General  Jackson's  eoodact 
must  be  defended,  or  by  the  character  of  the  in- 
dividual who  was  the  subject  of  this  iavesu'ga- 
tion,  or  by  any  of  those  means  which  had  been 
used  to  prevent  the  expression  of  diaapprobtlioB 
by  those  who  thought  his  conduct  censurable. 

He  would  not  deny  that,  in  the  defence  of  Ffer 
Orleans,  General  Jackson  had  rendered  impottut 
military  services,  and  had  thus  acquired  a  higi 
reputation  with  his  countrymen ;  bot  this  ra- 
dered  it  the  more  necessary  strictly  to  serartoixe 
his  conduct,  for  the  history  of  the  worid  would 
show,  that  wherever  the  liberties  of  a  nation  had 
been  subverted,  it  was  always  done  bj  those  tkt 
splendor  of  whose  actions  had  screened  from 
censure  their  first  violations  of  the  laws  and  eoa- 
stitution  of  their  country.  He  should,  therefore 
proceed  to  the  Investigation  of  Gknerai  JacksooH 
conduct  in  the  Seminole  war;  and  if,  in  tk 
course  of  it,  he  found  that  he  had  violated  tke 
Constitution,  infringed  the  laws,  disregaided  his 
orders,  and  adopted^  as  a  rule  of  naticHia,  prinei- 
pies  at  variance  with  those  laws,  and  to  all  the 
received  opinions  of  this  people,  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  express  his  most  decided  disapproba- 
tion. 

Sir.  had  an  ordinary  man  said  that  the  Gore^ 
nor  or  an  independent  State  had  no  right  to  fasac 
a  military  order  to  the  militia  of  that  States  un- 
der his  command,  whilst  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  was  in  service,  we  should  hare  smiled  at 
his  ignorance  of  our  peculiar  form  of  Govern- 
ment ;  but  the  same  doctrine,  coming  frora  Gen* 
eral  Jackson,  becomes  dangerous.  Had  one  indi- 
vidual indulged  in  the  same  style  of  correspond- 
ence with  another  individual,  which  is  used  ia 
the  letters  to  the  Governor  of  (Georgia,  we  shoold 
have  considered  it  rude;  but,  coming  from  t 
General  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  aed 
that  officer  General  Jackson,  it  has  an  awfoi 
squinting  towards  the  degradation  of  State  so- 
thorities — the  prostration  of  State  sorereigotiei, 
with  the  preservation  of  which  is  connected  tkt 
best  interests  of  this  nation.  And,  finally,  bad  a 
man  unknown  to  fame  executed  two  individaals, 
without  any  law  of  this  nation  to  justify  it,  we 
should  have  found  no  difficulty  in  givtng^  to  tke 
deed  a  name;  but,  when  it  is  done  vnder  ciain 
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f  militairy  aothorilirf  it  eoniUtotes  a  poliiical 
ffence  of  a  nmeb  kigher  and  more  daogerons 
iftcore.  Such  acu,  he  must  eoiifem,  roused  all 
is  jeslooaf  of  military  power  and  military  uf  or- 
ACions. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  irould  hare  oeeopied  the  floor 
X  an  earlier  period  of  the  debate,  bad  it  been 
iraetieable;  bat  the  rerr  able  views  which  had 
«en  taken  of  the  general  subjeet,  partiealaHy  by 
be  honorable  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  New 
fork,  (Mr.  STonmn,)  and  nis  friend  who  had 
irecedra  him^  whilst  it  left  him  little  to  say,  gave 
lim  reason  to  rejoice  that  his  wishes  had  not 
leen  gratified.  He  would  not  fatigue  the  Com* 
Qitt«e  by  going  oTcr  the  ffrouod  that  had  been 

0  ably  occupied,  but  would  principally  confine 
iLKnself  to  each  Tiews  as  had,  from  the  hurry  of 
lebate,  escaped  those  gentlemen  who  had  preee- 
Icd  bim,  or  not  been  sufficiently  urged  by  them, 
rom  a  want  of  time. 

The  power  of  declaring  war  had, for  the  wisest 
eaaoaa,  been  confided,  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
titutioo,  to  Congress;  and  yet  we  haye  seen  the 
iroTiace  of  a  nation,  with  whom  we  were  at  peace, 
D  vaded ;  her  fortresses  besieged  and  stormed ;  her 
owns  taken ;  the  blood  of  her  citizens  shed ;  her 
lovef nment  subyerted ;  her  laws  abrogated ;  the 
ivil  power  usurped,  and  those  soldiers  who  had 
leen  placed  there  to  preserve  her  authority  and 
(DA>ree  her  laws,  sent  off  from  the  proWnee  they 
were  intended  to  defend,  and  all  this  without  any 
ict  of  Congress  to  warrant  it. 

If  tbcse  were  not  acts  of  war,  he  knew  not 
vhai  were ;  and  yet,  as  he  before  obserTed,  Con- 
gress bad  not  been  consulted.  He  had  no  hesi- 
alioD  in  saying,  that  this  was  the  most  flagrant 
lod  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution — tbe 
nose  violent  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of 
bat  House,  which  had  ever  occurred  in  this 
ountry ;  an  encroachment,  too,  not  depending 

1  poo  a  literal  construction  of  the  Constitution, 
»oc  iNras  the  assumption  of  a  power  expressly 
vitbheld  from  any  other  branch  of  the  Qovern- 
iieni  than  Congress ;  as  such,  he  entered  his  pro- 
estsigainst  it, and  expressed  for  it  his  most  entire 
lisapprobation.  The  Constitution  then,  sir,  has 
^eea  violated ;  let  us  see  whether  this  violation 
I  as  proceeded  immediately  from  the  Executive 
^r  from  Qeneral  Jackson. 

With  regard  to enteriojir Florida,  much  national 
aw  bad  been  quoted  to  iustify  the  measure;  but 
Jl  chose  principles  apply  to  sovereign  Powers, 
ad  oaiy  serve  to  show  that  this  nation,  in  its 
kigh  sovereign  capacity,  would  have  had  a  right 
o  order  its  armies  into  that  province,  without 
;iviDg  jusi  cause  of  offence  to  Spain.  But  where 
9  this  sovereign  power  lodged  by  the  Constitu- 
ion  of  this  country  1  In  Congress,  unqucstion- 
biy,  and  not  in  the  Executive.  I  am  not  pre* 
mredy  howsver,  to  say  that,  being  once  involved 
a  vrar  with  the  Seminoles.  tbe  Bxeeutive  had 
o  rkghtj  even  under  our  form  of  Gtovemment, 
y  order  the  troops  into  Florida,  without  the  eon- 
en  c  of  Congress,  as  an  Incident  to  that  war.  But 
lere  aaother  question  will  arise  as  to  the  power 
f  the  Bxeeutive  to  enter  into  that  war,  without 


a  law.  The  wars  which  have  heretofore  beea 
waf ed  against  Indian  nations  have  always  beea 
ajgainst  those  within  our  acknowledged  territorial 
limits.  The  use  of  the  army  against  them  has 
resembled  more  the  case  of  suppressing  an  inter- 
nal enemy,  than  waging  a  foreign  war.  The 
President,  therefore,  has,  under  the  authority  of 
a  general  law,  exercised  the  power  of  calling  out 
the  militia,  and  sending  against  them  the  military 
force  of  tbe  United  States,  without  a  particular 
law  to  authorize  it;  but  surely  the  case  is  very 
different  in  relation  to  Indian  nations  without 
our  territorial  limits^  and,  as  far  as  regards  os,  to 
all  Intents  and  purposes  independent.  With  re- 
gard to  these,  he  had  no  doubt  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  war  was  as  necessary  by  tbe  Consti* 
tution  as  in  any  other  war  whatever,  although  he 
had  no  doubt  the  omission  to  obtain  that  assent 
arose  from  the  former  practice  of  the  Qovern- 
menty  and  their  not  having  reflected  upon  the 
change  in  circumstances,  which,  in  the  present 
instance,  required  a  change  of  that  practice.  He 
was  never  disposed  to  blame,  upon  slight  grounds, 
the  £lxeeutive  Magistrate  of  the  Government. 
But  these  two  last  questions  were  entirely  of  a 
domestic  nature,  and  were  only  diffisreaces  of 
opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  exercising  a  right  un- 
questionably belonginje  to  the  nation ;  and,  as  be 
before  observed,  that  Spain  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  entrance  into  Florida,  so  also  she  has 
no  right  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  this  war 
against  the  Seminoles.  But,  with  regard  toother 
acts  in  ihe  progress  of  this  war.  of  which  Spain 
had  lost  reason  to  complain,  wnich  might  have 
involved  this  nation  in  a  foreign  war,  and  which 
did,  in  effect,  amount  to  a  war  on  her  part  against 
Spain,  let  us  again  recur  to  the  original  question, 
whether  they  proceed  from  the  Executive,  or 
were  the  acts  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  upon  his  own 
responsibility. 

To  ascertain  this,  let  us  examine  his  orders. 
They  were  given  to  Qeneral  Qaines  on  the  16th 
of  December,  1817,  and  are  referred  to  in  the 
order  directtiig  Qeneral  Jackson  to  take  tbe  com- 
mand of  the  army.  In  those  orders  the  Execu- 
tive strictly  conforms  to  the  established  laws  of 
nations ;  they  permit  the  army  to  cross  the  Flo- 
rida line,  if  necessarv,  but  expressly  direct  that, 
if  the  Indians  should  even  take  shelter  under  a 
Spanish  fort,  and  be  protected  by  them,  not  to 
attack  the  place,  but  to  report  it  to  tbe  War  De- 
partment, and  wait  for  further  orders.  Did  Gen- 
eral Jackson  obev  these  orders  1  Let  St.  Blarks, 
Pensaeola,  and  the  Barancas  answer.  But  I  am 
not  disposed  to  censure  Qeneral  Jackson  unjustly; 
there  may  have  been  some  reason  for  his  taking 
St.  Marks,  notwithstanding  his  orders.  As  far 
as  the  laws  of  nations  are  concerned,  it  might 
certainly  be  justified  by  a  milder  code  than  that 
from  which  he  has  drawn  his  definition  of  a  pi- 
rate. But  where  was  the  necessity  of  taking 
Pensaeola  and  the  Barancas  1  Qeneral  Jackson 
himself  shows  that  there  was  none ;  for,  in  his 
letter  of  the  SOth  of  April,  he  states  that  the  war 
may  be  considered  at  an  end*-that  only  a  few 
Red  Sticks,  Ac^  remained,  who  were  not  a  for- 
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midable  eneiay,  sod  thst  even  if  th«  war  v«r6 
renewed,  the  posts  tbey  then  had,  with  odIjt  a 
small  military  foree,  would  be  sufficient  to  restma 
the  Indians.  If  this  be  the  ease,  where  the  ne<* 
eessity  of  taking  Pensaeolal  GJenerafl  Jackson 
himself  does  not  put  it  npon  the  ground  of  ne- 
cessity, nor  entirely  upon  the  ground  of  their 
hostility,  manifested  by  affording  comfort  and 
supplies  to  the  Indians ;  for  that  could  not  hare 
justified  him,  inasmuch  as  his  orders  had  forbid- 
den him  to  attack  a  Spanish  fort,  eren  under 
circumstances  of  much  greater  hostility,  riz.,  the 
Indians  takiogsbelter  under  it,  and  being  pro- 
tected by  it.  What,  then,  is  the  immediate  cause 
assigned  for  the cs More  of  that  place?  Restates 
that  on  the  23A  of  May,  being  then  in  full  march 
towards  Pensaoola,  he  receired  a  protest  from 
the  Ck>temor  of  that  place,  which  protest  Mr.  C. 
was  surprised  to  hear  some  gentlemen  call  a 
threat.  Now,  what  was  this  protest  ?  Only  that 
he  disapproved  of  General  Jackson's  condvct  in 
approaching  his  commaad  with  a  large  miittary 
force,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  between  the 
two  nation^  without  haTinggtren  those  explana- 
lions  and  security  against  aggressions  which  the 
neutral  has  always  a  right  to  demand;  and  a 
declaration,  that,  if  the  aggression  was  continued, 
that  is,  his  post  attacked,  be  should  repel  force  by 
force.  And  this  (General  Jackson  censtruei  into 
such  a  manifestation  of  hostility,  that  he  no  longer 
hesitated  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued,  but 
marched  the  next  day  to  take  possession  of  the 
place.  A  manifestation  of  hostility,  sir !  What 
conld  the  Spanish  officer  hare  done  less  ?  He 
did  his  duty  merely,  and  less  would  hare  been 
inconsistent  with  his  own  honor,  or  that  of  his 
nation.  In  this  transaction,  sir,  General  Jackson 
seems  to  hare  yielded  to  the  impressions  of  an« 
ger,  that  any  one  should  hare  dared  to  oppose 
the  slightest  obstacle  to  his  wishes.  He  took  the 
place  in  violation  of  his  orders;  and,  in  riolattng 
them,  he  violated  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try, and  for  this  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  should  express  their  decided  disapproba- 
tion. And  yet  some  gentlemen  speak  of  voting 
thanks.  Thanks,  sir,  for  what?  Mr.  C.  con- 
fessed that,  for  bis  parr,  ia  the  conduct  of  the 
Seminole  war,  he  saw  but  little  to  approve,  and 
much,  rery  much,  to  censure. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.,  my  honorable  coHeague  (Mr. 
BARBOua)  tells  us  that,  although  he  disappreres 
this  conduct,  he  will  not  express  anything  that 
looks  like  oeasure,  because  he  believes  th^  mo- 
tires  of  General  Jackson  were  good  in  these  trans* 
actions.  Sir,  if  the  question  were,  whether  the 
General  should  be  in  any  manner  punished  for 
these  things,  my  colleague's  principle  would  be 
correct.  I  do  not  myself  intend  to  impeach  his 
motires;  but,  when  the  question  is.  whether  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  or  shall  not 
express  their  opinion  as  to  a  riolation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  order  to  preserre  that  Constitution  in 
its  purity— to  prerent  encroachments  upon  their 
own  powere,  and  to  prevent  these  acts  from  being 
hereafter  drawn  into  precedent,  and  again  repeat*- 
cd,  I  cannot  see  that  we  have  anything  to  do-with 


motives.  It  is  saffiskntfor^irthittiitCdSMii. 
tioa  has  beett  violated  aadourpowen  dinqpoii 
My  honorable  eolleague  b«  abs  aid,  ibtk 
was  nawflling  to  eenaore  the  coodoet  of  ibc  Q» 
eral,  because,  although  the  case  did  oot  j«i^ 
the  act,  yet  a  higher  degree  of  tiie  bum  iwea^iy 
wovid  have  justified  the  capuin  of  PcBneolt  U 
he  means  that  a  case  might  have  emtid  ii  vkid 
it  would  have  been  jaatiBabla,  weagRt;  butibt 
would  be  to  suppose  a  case  diflcKstfroatk 
which  the  documents  presented.  Tiie  prioeifk 
of  the  laws  of  nations  ia,  that  a  ttKntatrm 
necessity  will  justify  the  seoiie  of  t  wotnl 

St.    The  argument  of  the  geadMH txfpmi 
rees  in  cases  of  tMnme  necgMf,vtefc  cti- 
not  exist* 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  woold  now  ptsceel  lo  tumut 
tho  trial  and  eaacotion  of  Aitethaotiii  Aabn- 
ter.  The  ground  which  Geaeiai  JatbMiMod 
to  justify  his  conduct  hadbeeaiMtttrpKnllf 
abandoned  n{M«  that  floor.  He  had  M  bat 
one  gentleman  (Mr.  Jottnaoii,  of  KaiKkf,)it- 
tempt  to  defead  it,  by  a  quotaiioa  frsm  Viitd,io 
prove,  that  an  indirMoal  who  made  vtr  ifn  t 
nacien  was  to  be  considered  an  oudtwu^inb' 
her.  The  gentleman  would  find,  its  beliend, 
upon  almost  the  same  page  in  Vsttel,  (ke igk 
aad  quoted  from  memory,)  that  tfcn  aoones 
holding  a  commission,  who  attacked  aBodtrn* 
tion  without  an  earpresi  order  from  hiiOoKn* 
ment,  did  it  upon  hie  own  respoBfiiiiiitTI^'* 
commission  did  not  protect  him;  ttritiotecW' 
sideredas  ao  indi^idnal.  He;iroald  IcinHto 
that  gentleman  to  reconcUotfie  patt8g«)»iip 
ply  them  to  the  case  under  diseiwioo.  Bai,  v 
as  gentlemon  have  found  it  ncccsmrf  to>budfl 
the  ground  assumed  by  General  JtcinoB,u(l(c 
place  his  defence  upon  another,  let  is  ennw 
the  ground  they  hare  taken,  aad  see  if  it »  ^^ 
defensible.  That  gronnd  u  the  rtgiit  of  rtuba- 
tion.  lir.  C.  would  not  eocnaiber  the  qao^ 
with  another,  viz.,  whether  the  testisioir  rm 
suffieient  to  identify  Arbothnot  with  tlielaAios^ 
but  would  meof  it  fairly  and  opealf.  Brfoicfie 
did  so,  however,  he  would  beg  leave  tosBfP 
one  difficulty  in  the  ease.  It  was  a  pri>api«|> 
the  laws  of  natione  that,  uader  ceriaia  wct^ 
stances,  a  belligerent  might  enter  a  oeetiv  wi' 
tory.  It  was  equally  well  eslablisM  tk^  >° 
doing  so,  they  were  bound  toabetaisffo**'''^ 
of  hostiaty  by  vrhieh  the  neutral  eeeU  keeon- 
promitted  with  the  other  belUgeftai  T^beuig 
the  case,  although  he  did  not  kaowiAstaep^ 


cice  of  nations  was  in  that  respeet,  he  i^^^ 

afkedsadetabsji^ 

enemy  wore  found  in  the  territory,  be  W^J]; 


pose,  that,  although,  if  an  armed 


attacked,  yet,  if  the  belligerent  so  SBteriDg  t^ 
tnl  territory  should  fiad  there  aa  w*^r  "J 
my,(and  particularly  if  unarmed,)  tep<^^.r^ 
the  protection,  and  relying  upon  the  b^P**^^ 
the  neutral,  they  woafd  have  no  rigbt  tociF^ 
him,  because  his  capture  would  be  so  eel «  . 
lility  committed  in  the  country  of  <"?  '*L|J 


not  to  be  jnati&ed  hf  the  same  nseeMtf 
authoriied  the  entrance  *" 

which  bis  peaee  might 


insuaea  oy  me  ssow  b^* — '    lu 

the  entrance  into  his  coo««|Ti;"M 

peaee  might  be  WMfttrnm  ^ 
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fowr  eneny.  A^ly  tbe  ^ne  prineiplet-  to  n  fort 
which  you  tre  under  the  necessity  i^  oe€Q|>y tog, 
nfod,  if  ihey  are  correct,  ArbilKbnol  oaght  nerer 
to  btre  been  eootidered  a  prisoner  of  war.  Bot^ 
to  the  dootrine  of  reuliation.  He  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  diffnenee  be- 
tween the  right  of  a  nation,  and  the  right  of  a 
general,  lo  retaliate.  The  fonndalion  of  this  right 
was  the  protection  and  preservation  from  injury, 
by  infttcting  upon  another  those  injuries  be  has 
committed  on  yon.  Inasmuch,  then,  as  the  inju- 
ries which  may  be  inflicted  upon  a  nation  are  so 
much  move  nnnferons,  and  of  such  different  cbar- 
icters  from  those  which  liiay  be  inflicted  upon  an 
trmy,  their  right  l»  mneh  more  extensire  in  thi^ 
respect  than  that  of  a- general.  The  right  is  only 
co-eztensire  with  the  objeot,  and  can  nerer  ex- 
ceed iu  It  is  a  sort  of  extension  of  the  general 
law,  for  a  pavticalar  objeci,  and  most  be  limited 
by  tbe  oceaMO&.  The  nation  has  the  right  to  re- 
taliate all  outrages  committed  agaiost  the  nation, 
Imt  the  general  only  possessing  this  right  for  the 
preserrationof  himself  and  his  army  against  out- 
rage, Mr.  G^  would  maintain,  withoui  fear  of 
sontradietioa,  that  he  has  oai)r  a  right  to  retaliate 
for  offences  against  the  practices' of  war,  commit- 
Led  in  relation  to  htm  or  them.  The  cases  of 
Asgill  aad  orberi,  which  hare  been  cited  fr^m  our 
3wn  history  to  support  this  doctrine  of  retaliation, 
til  go  to  prove  the  same  faer.  They  are  all  in- 
stances of  remliatinf  upon  the  enemy  some  offence 
igaiost  the  Kaws  of  war,  in  the  persods  of  those 
ituched  to  the  army.  But  what  are  the  charges 
igainst  Arbuthnot  1  Is  he  charged  with  any  vio- 
At  ion  of  the  practices  of  war,  or  with  any  outrage 
against  the  General  or  his  army  7  No,  sir,  he  is 
sharged  with  an  offence  against  the  GK>rernment 
yf  the  United  Scates.  AihI  has  this  €h>rernmcot 
lilJen  so  low  that  it  cannot  protect  itself  from 
Djory  without  the  strong  arm  of  militarv  power 
o  shield  it  from  the  attacks  of  indiriduals?  The 
ioctrine  of  retaliation,  then,  will  not  bear  the 
^ntlemen  ont  in  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot,  be- 
cause he  is  ehar^ed  with  no  offence  for  which  the 
jvenenii  had  a  right  to  relaliate.  Again — not  to 
nention  tbe  ground  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
lonorable  Speaker,  of  the  total  inapplicability  of 
be  principles  of  retaliation  to  Indian  warfare, 
lod  which  I  have  not  yet  heard  successfully  con- 
roverted^^in  order  to  justify  retaliation,  it  should 
le  declared  to  the  enemy  to  be  so.  and  the  partic 
ttar  offence  for  which  it  is  a  retaliation  should  be 
lAnouDoed.  Had  this  been* done?  The  charges 
hemaelTes  are  a  suflloient  answer  to  this  question. 
Sit  J  of  human  blood  we  should  always  be  tender ; 
iDd,  although  gentlemen  may  say  that  roueh 
>eaefit  may  result  from  this  exemplary  punish- 
nent  of  an  indtyidoal  whom  they  coneeire  to 
lare  been  mischie?ous,  this  Committee  cannot 
xrith  safetv sanction  that  doctrine  in  morals — that 
»Til  may  be  done  that  good  may  come  of  it. 

Bat,  if  gentlemen  hare  recourse  to  the  laws  of 
latioos  to  support  this  doctrine  of  retaliation,  let 
hem  take  the  whole  law  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ecc.  Now,  it  is  a  principle  fairly  deducible 
rom   tbat  law,  that  In  these  eases  ia  which 


a  nation  is  compeiled  to  resort  to  extraordinary 
remedies  to  protect  herself  from  harm,  she  is  also 
bound  to  resort  to  the  mildest  remedy  that  wiH 
effect  the  object.  If,  then,  a  course  can  be  pointed 
out  which  would  hare  been  milder  than  that  pur- 
sued, and  answered  every  purpose  equally  well, 
that  takes  aWay  of  itself  all  iustifieation  for  the 
harsher  course.  Noir,  we  bad  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister  in  oor  power  $  they  might  have  been 
confined  until  the  war  was  at  an  end ;  and,  if 
they  had  violated  the  laws  of  nations  with  regard 
to  the  United  States,  we  might  either  har%  re- 
quired of  Spaio  their  punishment,  or,  if  they  oonld 
not  have  been  punished,  we  might  have  required 
their  perpetual  banishment  from  the  province,  aa 
persons  mimleal  to  us,  fomeniers  of  war,  and 
dangeroos  to  our  peace.  This  would  have  aa- 
swf  red  erary  national  purpose  of  pro^Mtton  to 
us;  add.  by  the  priooiptes  of  the  laws  of  nations^ 
this  is  the  eoome  we  were  bound  to  pursue^ 

But  again,  sir,  Qeneral  Jaeksou  has  undertaken 
to  exeen<e  this  roan  for  a  suji^posed  ofcnce  against 
the  hiws  of  nations,  in  ukii^  part  against  ti«  in 
a  war,  whilst  hie  country  and  ours  were  in  a  state 
of  peace.    Now,  not  to  mention  th^  his  '<  well 
established  priBciple"  is  not  the  law  of  nations  at 
all,  and  eanaot  be  sup^ted  by  any  acknowledged 
authority  on  that  subject,  nor  the  hostility  of  this 
principle  to  all  the  heretofore  received  opinions 
of  this  nation,  I  contend  that,  in  this  country,  no 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  can  be  punislied 
without  an  act  of  Congress  preseribkog  that  pun* 
ishment.    The  framers  of  our  Constitution,  for 
the  wisest  reasons,  determined  that  the  persons 
and  property  of  their  citizens  should  not  be  sub- 
jected to  condemnation,  under  a  system  of  laws 
not  to  be  found  in  their  ^wn  statute  book,  but  for 
which  they  would  have  lo  wade  through  the 
pag^es  of  Vattel,  Grotius,  and  Paffendorf ;  and 
which  would  be  as  entirely  inaccessible  to  most 
of  them  as  were  the  laws  of  the  Roman  tyrant, 
who  had  them  placed  upon  high  poles,  written 
in  small  characters,  that  he  miffht  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  satiating  his  thirst  for  blood  by  their 
ianorance  of  his  ^Icts.    They  have  therefore  de* 
dared,  in  that  Constitution,  that  Congress  alone 
shall  have  the  power  to  prescribe  the  punishment 
for  violations  of  the  laws  of  natione ;  thus  abro- 
gating at  once  all  tbat  code,  as  for  as  it  operates 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  individuals. 
Before  any  man,  then,  can  be  punished  for  a 
breach  of  those  laws,  an  act  of  Congress  most 
prescribe  it ;  and  will  gentlemen  inform  us  where 
the  statute  is  to  be  found  in  which  the  penalty 
for  the  offenoe  charged  upon  Arbuthnot  is  to  be 
found?    Mr*  C.  would  apply  this  remark  also  to 
those  oases  of  retaliation  or  severity  which  had 
been  cited  from  our  own  history,  to  justify  this 
deed.    They  all  occurred  before  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution,  before  the  abrogation  of  the 
national  law  operating  upon  individuals,  and  had 
that  law  for  their  justification,  but  surely  cannot 
be  considered  as  authority  since  the  great  change 
which  the  Constitution  has  made  in  oor  situation. 
General  Jackson,  then,  has  in  this  instance,  as 
well  ai  ia  others  which  have  been  aUuded  to,  vio- 


881 


HI8T0RT  OF  OOKOKHSS. 


88 


H.orR. 


SeminaU  Wmt. 


JAnin,lS19. 


latcd  Che  CoostUotion,  which  we  have  iwotd  to 
obey  and  soppori;  and,  for  ni7  own  pare,  said 
Mr.  C,  I  feel  myself  boood,  by  the  sacred  oblip- 
tioD  of  that  oath,  to  express  my  disapprobation 
of  it. 

As  for  Ambrister,  many  of  the  obser?ations 
which  hare  been  made  will  equally  apply  to  his 
case;  bat  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  he  was 
not  condemned  to  death  by  the  court,  and  that 
his  execution  was  without  any  warrant  or  josii- 
fication  whateTer. 

But  Mr.  C.  had  promised  not  to  trespass  long 
upon  the  time  of  toe  Committee,  or  to  pass  over 
f  ronnd  that  had  been  already  sufficiently  ecam- 
med.  He  would  not,  therefore,  go  into  a  partic- 
ular examination  of  those  trials,  or  of  the  testi- 
mony upon  which  they  were  conrieted.  He 
Screed  entirely  with  the  report  of  the  Military 
ommittee,  as  to  the  injustice  which  had  been 
done  bjT  the  court  in  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot,  by  the 
admission  of  testimony  which  should  nerer  hare 
been  receiTed ;  in  the  manner  of  examining  the 
witnesses,  in  rejecting  testimony  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner  whch  he  was  entitled  to  hare  exam- 
ined;  and,  indeed,  in  the  whole  course  of  this 
proceeding.  But  he  would  go  further,  and  say, 
that  the  testimony,  even  as  uken  bv  the  court, 
was  totally  insufficient  to  support  the  charges, 
the  charges  totally  insufficient  to  warrsnt  his  ex- 
ecution, and  his  blood  had  been  shed  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  GM  and  man. 

Mr.  Stbotbbr,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  opposition 
to  the  resolutions,  and  had  proceeded  (or  some 
time  in  his  argument;  when,  on  motion,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress^  and  obtained 
lea?e  to  sit  again. 


WfiDNBSDAi^,  January  27. 

Mr.  SiiiTB,  of  Maryla^,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  Which  was  referred  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  serylce  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
ISIO,**  reported  their  agreement  thereto,  and  the 
amendment  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to-day. 

Mr.  Mabcbano,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Wells,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read ; 
when,  Mr.  M.  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to 
the  acL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min Wells:"  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  i% 
committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wells. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  this  House, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  *<An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Sampson  S.  King ;"  <'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath;" 
and  ^'An  act  msking  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Nary  of  the  United  Stater,  for  the 
year  1819:"  with  amendments.  They  hare  also 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  ^kxk 
act  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
Uaited  Sutes;"  and  "An  act  further  to  extend 


the  jorisdictioB  of  the  circuit  eoniuof  theHutd 
States,  to  cases  arising  under  the  liw,  rditiiaH 
patents ;"  in  which  amendmeau  10(1111113.1111 
aak  the  concurrence  of  this  Hooie. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "AiBctfu- 
ther  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uoitei 
States,"  was  read  twice,  and  refened  to  (is 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Ao  aet  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cireoil  eooru  of 
the  United  States,  to  eases  arising  under  iheliw 
relating  to  patents,"  was  read  twice  udiiso  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  jndidirjr. 

The  iimendment  proposed  by  ibe  Settle,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  itJiefofDiuel 
Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,"  wis  leid  nd 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Gltins. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  (he  Sentte,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sinp- 
son  S.  King,"  was  read  and  cooconed  ii  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  8ettte,to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  makiag  appropnitiou 
for  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  tfie  UsuedStiUi, 
for  the  year  1819,"  were  resd  tad  refernd  to  tke 
Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means. 

An  engrosaed  bifll,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbeie 
lief  of  Hannah  Rincand  Luther  Frisk,"  wisreti 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  op,  in  Conmiueeof  tie 
Whole,  the  amendmeau  of  the  SeoatetoUe 
military  appropriation  bill,  which,  beio|igteM 
to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  wereiepotted 
to  the  Honse^  and,  with  the  bill,  laid  on  the  taUt 

SEMINOLE  WAB. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ordenof  ^ 
day,  and  resumed,  ia  Committee  of  the  Wbol^ 

Sir.  H.  Nai.aoN  in  the  chair,)  the  report  of  m 
ilitary  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Sea^ 
nolo  war. 

Mr.  STROTHxm  concluded  the  speech  whiebM 
yesterday  commenced  iaoppoiiiiooiotherepo^ 
dbc.,  in  which  he  occupied  nearly  three  hooiS'  It 
is  given  here  entire,  as  follows:  , 

Mr.  STROTBxa  said,  that  at  thst  lite  booiot 
the  day,  when  the  subject  had  beea  fo  xox^  ^' 
hausted,  and  the  attention  of  the  ComDii;^^ 
much  wearied,  he  with  reluctance  tafH^^  ^ 
debate ;  but  his  excuse  would  be  foood  a^^' 
tificial  importance  the  subject  had  uam  yl 
the  wide  excursions  in  which  geatlemeittd  m* 
dulged,  embracing^  in  the  scope  of  tkiv  *^ 
ments,  not  only  the  illustrious  chief  a|i»^  *"^ 
the  attack  is  direcay  aimed,  but  moaBUiigQP» 
the  fixecntire,  and  charging  him  with  triota- 
lation  of  the  Constitution.  ,  . .. 

He  said,  the  advocates  of  these  i«olttU«| 
claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  guardians  of  the  t«r 

stitution:  a  portion  of  them,  he  «dinitttd,iM»> 
the  title  by  prescription;  they  hsd  founded  J 
tocsin  when  the  midnight  judiciary  ^»*9P^ 
they  had  raised  a  warning  voice  agsiott  tbeor 
bargo,  and  the  whole  restrictive  syiteo.  » » 
fractions  of  that  sacred  charter ;  and  they  P^ 
tested  against  r^oieing  for  the  brilliaot  nctot^ 
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aobiev«4  tjr  oar  hfroie  arnks  mad  ^ilaot  D«vy, 
as  uobccomiaff  a  moral  and  reiigioua  people: 
when  now  calied  upoo,  as  fonaerly,  to  put  the 
fioj^er  appn  the  priociple  which  itf  woanded  in 
Umc  iBstrament,  they  canDot  agree  upoa  the 
point  wliere  U  is  to  be  ibund ;  it  was  an  in.taa- 
gibie,  fleeting  principle,  which  eludes  the  grasp 
of  exaiatnation.  He  claimed  no  participatioa  io 
the  tUIoo,  but  he  claimed  a  conscieotious  dis- 
charge of  duty^  and  the  credit  of  the  hMmhle  en- 
deavor to  WndtcAie  the  honor  of  the  nation;. and 
to  preserTo  the  Coastitution  ioTiolate. 

He  objected  to  the  mode  of  proceeding ;  he  de- 
nied Gonsxess  had  power  tip  proceed  io  this  maa- 
ner ;  the  ^Bright  page  that  records  the  immortal 
deeds  of  pur  anceators,  and  4he  happiness  of  this 
favored  people,  isahaded  by  the  paroxysms.pf  peirty 
heat.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  once 
stepped  down  from  the  elevated  duties  of  legisla- 
tion, to  cfUQsure  the  self-created  democratic  socie- 
ties ;  it  waa  then  the  eloquent  Ames  sung  the  sy- 
ren $ong  4hat  spell^bound  the  people:  the  delu- 
sion was  but  for  a  seaspn;.  the. enchantment  dis- 
solved ;  the  nation  awekeoed  from  its  trance, and. 
gifted  with  the  eaergy  that  freedpm  be^towsi 
sprung  upon  tjiat  basis  of  correct  principle  uppn 
which  the  present  'Adrn'mistraiion  stands;  then 
the  democratic  perty  contended,  in  vain,  that  the 
right  to  the  proceeding  w*s  npt  vested  in  this 
House.  On .  another  occasion,  when  the  army) 
commended  by  St.  Clairi  sustained  a  btpody  and 
disastrous  defeat,  a  democratic  member  prnposed 
a  resolution,  requesting  the  then  President,  Gen- 
eral WAaaiKaTONy  to  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  into 
the  canses.of  that  inglorious  affair^  the  Federal 
majority  r^ected  the  proposition  as  uncoostilu* 
tional  and  improperly  interfering  with  the  .pow- 
ers of  the  Executive  department. 

Each  party  was  correct  when  contending  for 
the  negative,  as  will  appear  from  an  exam ina lion 
of  the  qnestion.    This  is  ig  Qoyernment  of  de- 
partmentSy  shedding  light,  emitting  heat  and  pro- 
moting poiiticai  health.    When  each  revolves  in 
its  peculiar  orbit,  the  limits  and  extent  of  each  are 
distinctly  marked  out  in  the  Coastituiion.  .  Con- 
gress can  apeak  an  army  into  existence j.bjr  re- 
pealing t]^e.law  that  gave  it  being,  ypu  aanihilate 
it}  or,  by  cefusing  to  appropriate  the  means  pf 
subsistence^ itiangui^hes and  expires.    The  man- 
agement of  this  army,  is  placed  in  the  bands  of 
the  Execotive^  epeak  it  into  existence,  it  boumla 
into  another  sphere  beyond  ypur  contrpl.    This 
division  of  power  is  wisely  ordained— guarding 
Against  this  dangerpus  machine  by  legislative 
jealousy ^and  giving  it  energy  end  promptitude  of 
movement  by  the  Executive.    This  army,  ex- 
isting by  your  will,  is  only  (esponaible  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  Judiciary.    Personal  wrong,  and 
the  invasion  of  private  rights,. give  the  courts  ju- 
risdiction.   If  the  peace  of  the  nation  is  compro- 
mitted,  and  its  honor  tarnished,  the  Executive 
holds  the  corrective;  and,  if  this  high  Constitu- 
tional officer  sleeps  at  his  post;  if  he  shield  (he 
delinqoent,  and  hesitates  to  redeem  ^he  sullied 
juetice  of  his  country,  he  becomes  accessary— is. 
implicated  in  the  guilt,  and  sukgecU  himself  to 
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pnnishment,  by  impeachment.  The  inconvepU 
eoceand  impracticability  of  exercising  this  power, 
prove  it  is  not  granted  to  this  department  of  the 
Government.  If  it  is  your  right  and  jrbur  duty 
to  stoop  beneath  the  Conj^mai^der-in-chief,  to  lay 
hold  of  a  Major  General,  it  is  equally  incumbent 
upon  you  to  descend  into  the  ranks;  place. a 
private  soldier  into  legislative  inquisition^  and 
gravely  discuss,  and  sagely  decide,  upon  his  de- 
merits. The  doctrine  contended  for  lays  hold  of 
both  ends  pf  the  Military  Establishment.  He  said, 
amidst  the  awful  convulsions  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, the  Convention  wasted  an  entire  night  in 
examining  a  sergeant ;  descending  from  "  riding  in 
the  whirlwind,  and  directing  the  storm,"  to  the 
examination  91  a  soldier.  Some  claim  the  right 
to  censure,  as  the.  correlative  of  the  practice  of 
giving  thanks.  He  de|iied  tl^t  this  practice  i^as 
predicated  upon  rightJ  This  is  no  novel  idea,  m- 
tended  for  the  present  moment.  In  a  nroposition 
to  return  ihanKs  to  Gv^neral  Wayne,  lor  the  b^ 
liant  victory  of  the  Miami,  Mr.  Tracy  and  ol&irs 
denied  that  Congress  possessed  this  power.  The 
practice  has  grown  out  of  usurpation.  It  can 
only  Jbe  claimed  upon  the  pre-supposition  that 
Congri^ss  represent  the  entire  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  and  reflect  their  feelings.  Oo  the  coii- 
trary,  the  members  of  this  House  are  only  special 
agents,  for  limited  and  dedned  purposes.  Thjs 
power  is  not  delegated  to  you  by  any  affirmative 
grant,  nor  is  It  incidental  to  any  express  graqt. 
When  Coogressj  warmed  hj  the  gratitude  which . 
glowed  in  the  bosom  of  this  natioo,  poured  out 
the  rich  libatioo  of  its  th^nkq,  and  entwined  the 
laurel  around  the  brow  of  the  hero,  no  one  paused 
to  inquire  if,  beneath  the  leaf,  the  asp  was  hid, 
whose  poison  would  wither  that  laurel,  and  sting 
the  wearer  to  death. 

No,  sir.  this  people  have  not  constituted  ypu 
the  agepta  to  confer  her  thanks,  or  to  select  ob- 
jects of  benevolence,  and  distribute  her  gratui- 
ties. More  arduous  erpployments  are  assigued--- 
mpre  important  duties  imposed.  You  have  been 
tolerated  in  weaving  euloeies,  and  braiding  i^gd 
festooning  them  with  all  the  art  of  taste  and 
criticism  to  decprate  the  favorite  of  the  day.  It 
was  an  innocent  wa^te  oMme ;  it  did  not  render 
a^herpie  deed  niore. brilliant,  nor  did  it  sully. the 
hright  chastity  of  a  well*earned  renown.  Qut 
when  you  censure  ypu  desert  legislation;  you 
exercise  high  judicial  power;  you  inflict  punish- 
menis  opoa  ex  parte  examipfition ;  vou  deprive 
a  man  of  that  property  which  he  holos  in  a  cher- 
ished reputation;  that  prop«rty[, which  he  hugs 
nearest  to  his  heart,  and  which  is  the  richest  ^m 
most  precious  patrimony  of  his  descendants; 
your  censure  "  rives  and  blasts  like  the  lightnietf 
of  Heaven,"  leaving  its  victim  exposed  to  scorn 
and  cuntumely.  and  brings  him  to  trial,  if  a  mili- 
tary court. shall  be  ordered,  with  presumed  guilt, 
ana  anticipated  conviction.  By  practice  you  are 
the  grand  almoners  of  the  nation.  In  the  spirit 
of  beneficence,  you  made  a  magnificent  dona<* 
tion  t3  a  South  American  province;  Charity 
cast  ber  mantle  over  the  act,  and  the  nation  would 
not  rend  the  veil.    Sir,  this  nation  has  a  heart 
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to  feel,  and  iDBgDanimity  fo  forgire,  when  the 
error  is  on  ihe  side  of  generosity  and  humanity. 
Baild  upon  this  acquiescence  a  right  to  punish  ; 
touch  but  a  rested  right  in  the  humblest  citizeo, 
and  its  justice  will  lead  you  back  to  the  Consti- 
tution, (he  instrument  of  your  power  and  their 
protection. 

But,  admitting  that  this  House  possess  the  pow- 
er, the  transactions  of  the  Seminole  war  do  not 
justify  its  exercise.  The  advocates  of  the  reso- 
lutions, by  different  routes,  arrire  at  one  common 
conclusion :  one  contends  thsit  the  President  made 
war,  and  usurped  the  powers  of  this  House; 
others  take  post  at  the  thirtv-6rst  degree  of  sooth 
latitude,  and  some  few  push  on  toPensacola,  and 
contend  that  there  the  original  sin  was  commit- 
ted— there  the  forbidden  fruit  was  eaten  that 
aiains  the  whole  Gbrernment  with  the  guilt  of 
violating  the  Constitution  and  insulting  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  Kipg  of  Spain.  Many,  to  be  sure, 
Mr.  Chairman,  drop  by  the  way,  and  fill  up  the 
intermediate  chasms.  Did  the  President  make 
war,  and  usurp  the  powers  of  Congress,  the  just 
exposition  of  our  Constitution  is  best  seen,  and 
most  clearly  understood,  in  the  uninterrupted 
(practice  of  this  Gorernment.  The  Administra- 
tion of  Washington,  to  which  we  all  look  with 
pride  and  msny  with  regret,  as  the  good  old 
Constitutional  times,  presents  the  first  link  in 
that  chain  of  precedent  which  reaches  down  to 
the  present  transaction.  This  Gorernment  found 
■ereral  of  the  States  engaged  in  hostilities  with 
the  Indians.  The  President  communicated  thi« 
circumstance  to  the  first  Congress,  who  imme- 
diately appropriated  money ;  and  a  bloody  con- 
test ensued,  distinguished  only  by  appropriations 
and  defnit.  HarmarU  army  sprung  from  an  ap- 
propriation bill ;  that  commanded  by  the  unfor- 
tunate St.  Clair  stood  upon  the  same  basis,  and 
when  its  disastrous  defeat  roused  the  Gorernment 
to  the  miserable  condition  of  the  frontier,  the 
military  establishment  was  considerably  increas- 
ed, and  placed  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
Wayne,  who  inTused  his  martial  spirit  into  that 
army,  and  achieved  the  victory  which  gave  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  harassed  and  bleeding 
frontier.  As  early  as  1792  Congress  rested  pow- 
er in  the  President  to  call  out  the  militia  to  sup- 
press insurrections,  or  repel  inrasion  from  any 
foreiffn  Power  or  Indian  tribe.  The  power  trans- 
ferred by  that  act  being  insufficient  to  the  purpose 
contemplated,  in  1795  anoth<*r  law  was  enacted, 
clothing  him  with  further  power— authorheing 
him  to  take  advantage  of  the  indications  of  hos- 
tility— to  anticipate  the  approach  of  the  storm, 
and  to  strike  before  the  elements  of  liaroc  and 
desolation  were  collected  together^  and  poured 
upon  the  frontier  in  fire  and  indiscriminate  mas- 
sacre. 

Those  who  then  filled  the  Gorernment  were 
fresh  from  the  Revolution,  and  were  animated 
by  the  spirit  which  is  embodied  in  your  Consti- 
tution. No  passion  then  existed  in  which  could 
flourish  party  spirit;  it  could  ffermiaatp,  but  to 
expire,  in  the  then  pure  state  of  our  political  at- 
mosphere ;  in  the  calm  light  of  mild  philosophy 


they  examined  their  duties  and  ttmnsfaffd 
pover  ;  these  were  the  men  who  worshipped  laV 
erty  in  her  farorile  temple,  in  aineerity  and  it 
truth ;  these  were  the  men  whose  blood  and  sof* 
fering  derated  you  to  the  rank  of  a  nation,  aad 
whose  wisdom  gare  yon  a  Consticatioa  which 
breaks  upon  the  riew  of  enalared  and  benighted 
Europe,  like  the  star  in  the  Bast,  happy  barbingcr 
of  hope,  proclaiming  there  ia  power  soffideat  to 
redeem  from  thraldom  and  misery. 

Upon  examining  the  documents,  it  will  satis- 
factorily appear  that  the  Seminole  war  was  con- 
ducted upon  principles  strictly  eonsnteac  wick 
this  practice  and  the  laws  of  the  land.    Bat,Bfr. 
8.  said  before  he  went  into  this  inqaiiy,be  wonld 
adrert  to  an  argument  of  his  colm^e,  (Mr. 
Mnnoaa,)  who  called  for  informatioa  to  pat  his 
country  in  the  wrong;  and  the  bint,  be  said,  was 
had  from  the  father  of  a  gallant  yoan^  midship- 
man, represented  to  hare  fallen  n  vieiiai  to  a 
stratagem  employed  to  proroke  Indinn  hnstility 
at,  Negro  Fort.    The  appearanee  of  a  sbmU  de- 
tachment of  American  troopsi  to  procure  vaiei, 
could  not  hare  produced  an  nltacki  onlcss  the 
hostile  temper  pre-existed.   Negro  Fori,  occupied 
by  outlaw  Indians  and  runaway  negroes^  aad  ia- 
furiated    with  Woodbine's '  baired,  needed  ao 
inceniire  to  hostility.    The  momenc  the  detach- 
ment made  itsappearance,  murder  was  determiacd 
upon,  and  slaughter  ensued.    He  fell  a  sseriiee 
to  English  perfidy  and  Indian  feroeity ;  he  re- 
gretted that  the  tears  this  parent  abed  had  not 
sprinkled  his  heart,  and  extinguisbed  hissectariaa 
acrimony.    The  ffallant  youngsoldier  now  sleeps 
upon  the  bed  of  honor,  mourned  bf  bis  coootry. 
Would  you  disturb  his  hallowed  ashes  to  rake 
from  thence  ertdenee  to  tarnish  tbe  character  of 
hi»  companions  in  arms,  whose  deeds  he  emulated 
when  living,  and  to  slain  the  fame  of  chat  coun- 
try he  died  to  serre  ?    Mr.  S.  said,  with  the  same 
object,  the  Speaker  bad  attributed  the  war  to  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  and  with  peculiar  empha- 
sis told  us,  that  the  word  ^demand*'  was  em- 
ployed fire  limes  in  that  paper.    He  said  checon- 
ditions  of  that  treaty  did  not  aflTeec  tbe  qoestioa; 
if  it  did  contain  the  germs  of  dissatisfaetioo,  and 
hostilities  Were  eommeooed  by  tbe  Indians,  if  is 
no  less  a  defensire  war  on  the  part  of  this  Gor- 
ernment; this  treaty  was  negotiated  byatf  fhe 
warriors  belonging  to  the. tf ihe  within  the  (Jailed 
States,  and  was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  aad  this 
House  made  appropriations  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution ;  but,  be  would  ask  gentlemen  uader  what 
circumstances  that  treaty  was  negotiatadi  When 
engaged  in  war  with  Sngland,  her  incendiaries 
penetrated  the  Indian  tribes  through  tbe  Spanbh 
territory,  and,  aided  by  Spanish  treachery,  excited 
that  unrortunate  race  to  war.    The  war  whoop 
echoed  from  your  northern  to  your  southern 
limit,  and  your  frontier  was  encircled  with  blood 
and  fire.    It  was  the  plan  of  that  campaign  lo 
cut  the  United  States  in  twaiUi  by  introdociiy 
a  large  military  force  to  co-opeiate  with  the  ne- 
groes, inriied  to  insurrection,  and  ibe  IndianB. 
Recollect,  sir,  the  proclsmstion  of  Nicholl^  and 
imaginci  if  you  ca0|  the  horrora  of  a  war  coa* 
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lacted  bjr  the  paniona  which  strip  ro«n  of  his 
listiDguishiBg  attributes,  and  conrert  him  into  a 
leroon.  No  heart  can  eooceife,  no  toogue  eao 
ideqaately  describe,  the  calamities  with  which 
ihat  reffion  was  threatened.  The  blackening 
nass  of  deadly  hostility  hone,  like  a  thunder 
:load,  orer  your  heads*  The  impatience  of  In- 
iian  hostility,  and  the  rare  qoalitien  constitoting 
the  character  of  Jackson,  saved  you  from  its  de- 
ttructife  explosion. 

We  wore  literally  between  two  fires;  Cock- 
burn  conflagrated  and  robbed  on  your  Eastern 
frontier ;  Weatherford  on  the  Western,  connected 
by  Spanish  facilities.  Jackson  conquered  the 
Indians,  and  cot  the  chain  of  hostile  operations : 
be  demanded  indemnification  for  the  past  and 
a^oarantees  for  future  security — he  demanded  a 
p^rant  of  coodtry  interTcning  between  the  Span* 
lards  and  these  deluded  people,  which,  when  pop* 
iiiaced,  will  protect  them  from  the  machinations 
>f  foreign  incendiaries,  who  stimulated  the  un- 
lappy  race  to  destruction,  as  sacrifices  made  by 
Baropeao  hatred  to  American  freedom  and  pros- 
perity. He  said  the  gentleman's  philanthropy 
leemed  divposed  to  reverse  the  order  of  things. 
The  history  of  msn  did  not  furnish  an  instance 
3f  the  ranqoished  imposing  conditions  upon  the 
conqueror.  When  the  Legitimates,  the  Christian 
Powers,  from  pore  lore  to  France,  overrun  that 
:ouDtry  with  mighty  armies  and  bent  her  neck 
to  the  Bourbon  yoke,  they  rifled  Paris  of  those 
OBsterpieces  of  the  arts— those  proud  trophies 
ihat  attested  the  Tietories  of  her  sons.  They 
jianted  those  myriads  of  mercenaries  who  drew 
from  her  exhausted  bosom  their  support;  they 
iid  more;  crippled  and  desolated,  she  was  required 
to  reimburse  the  money  expended  on  her  con- 
]uest.  Tet  songs  were  sung  and  eulogies  com- 
;)osed  for  Alexander  and  the  whole  choir  of  de- 
irerers. 

This  treaty  is  said  to  hsre  Tiolated  the  religion 
>f  the  Indians  by  demanding  their  prophets:  and 
hey  appeal  to  modern  Europe  and  ancient  Rome 
;o  suffuse  the  American  cheek  with  the  blush  of 
^ilt.  Those  prophets  were  not  the  ministers  of 
religion — they  were  political  agitators;  instiga- 
tors to  war,  they  were  not  the  messengers  of  peace 
ind  good  will  towards  man,  that  stilled  the  tem- 
pest  of  the  savage  soul,  and  called  the  chaos  into 
ight  and  order ;  they  were  the  fit  and  supple  in- 
(truments  of  Woodbine ;  they  breathed  confusion 
ind  havoc— hums nity  to  these  Indians,  and  the 
nterest  of  this  country,  demanded  their  surrender. 
Etome  never  lost  siffht  of  policy  ;  she  transplanted 
Lhe  idols  of  the  subdued  provinces,  and  incorpo- 
rated them  with  her  gods;  and  bj  the  strong  tie 
of  superstition  chained  the  province  to  the  foot, 
of  the  CapitoL  Yet  the  Druids  were  extirpated, 
and  the  rorests  of  Germany  tell  a  bloody  tale. 
These  forests  still  echo  the  expiring  groans  of 
those  priests  who  smoothed  the  brow  of  the  rug- 
ged warrior  in  peace  and  nerved  his  arm  in  the 
Qoor  of  battle.  England  extracts  a  revenue  from 
lhe  idolatrous  worshippers  uf  the  bloody  Jugern- 
&ut  whilst  the  Irish  Catholic,  who  betievesin  the 
tame  Qod  and  relics  upon  the  same  Redcemeriia 


torn  from  the  horns  of  the  altar,  a  victim  to  eccle* 
slastieal  pride,  and  the  jealousy  of  despotism. 
The  genius  of  these  polished  and  religious  Courts 
passed  from  those  seats  of  science  and  the  arts 
into  the  wilds  of  Africa  ;  it  dealt  in  slavery  and 
blood,  and  sundered  every  tie  that  connects  man 
to  his  species.  It  spread  its  wings  over  the  East 
Indies— fifty  millions  of  human  beings  have  there 
for  years  been  hunted  as  lawful  prey,  in  the  in- 
discriminate chase  of  death.  The  timid  Hindoo 
has  been  swept  from  the  plains  and  is  now  pursued 
to  the  mountain  top,  where  he  sought  refuge 
amidst  the  clouds.  This  Qovernment  need  not 
hang  its  head  upon  an  appeal  to  Europe,  unless 
the  mere  glitter  of  a  diadem  shall  dazzle  and 
confuse. 

Sir,  he  said,  the  Western  frontier  is  that  por* 
tion  of  the  world  where  civilization  is  making 
the  most  rapid  and  extensive  conquest  on  the 
wilderness,  carrying  in  its  train  the  Christian 
religion. and  all  the  social  virtues.  It  is  the  point 
where  the  race  of  man  is  most  progressive ;  es- 
tablish but  the  principle,  that  the  God  of  nature 
has  limited  your  march  in  that  direction — that 
the  Indian  is  lord  paramount  of  that  wide  domaiUi 
around  which  justice  and  religion  have  drawn  a 
circle  which  you  dare  not  pass — the  progress  of 
mankind  is  arrested,  and  you  condemn  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  fertile  tracts  of  the  earth  to 
perpetual  sterility,  as  the  hunting  ground  of  a 
few  savages.  The  most  celebrated  ohilosophers 
have  spoken  a  different  language,  and  the  ermine 
of  the  judiciary  has  interposed  against  these  the* 
ories,  and,  without  a  stain,  given  this  country  to 
civilization  and  Christianity. 

Having  reluctantly  been  compelled  to  endeavor 
(and  he  flattered  himself  successfully)  to  vindi- 
cate this  Government,  and  rescue  General  Jack- 
son from  the  imputation  of  crueliv,  in  the  trans- 
action at  Fort  Jackson,  he  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  turn  from  the  amusing  speculations  of 
gentlemen  who  are  striving  to  put  this  nation  in 
the  wrong,  and  look  to  the  facts.  As  early  as  the 
21st  December,  General  Gaines  writes  to  the 
Department  of  War, in  these  words:  **  I  am  now 

*  convinced  that  the  hostilitv  of  these  Indians  ia 
'  now,  and  has  long  been,  of  so  deep  a  die,  as  to 

*  leave  no  ground  of  calculation  of  tranc^uillity. 
^  until  the  towns  southwest  and  east  of  this  shall 

*  receive  a  signal  proof  of  your  ability  to  retaliate 
'  for  every  outrage.  A  party  of  Seminole  Indian^ 

*  on  the  20th  ultimo,  formed  an  ambuscade  upon 
'  the  Appalachicola,  attacked  one  of  our  boau 

*  ascending  near  the  shore,  and  killed,  wounded. 
'  and  took  the  ereater  part  of  the  detachment.'' 
The  honorable  Speaker  reposes  upon  the  letter  of 
an  Indian  chief  to  establish  the  opposite  position, 
and  he  emphasized  it  with  a  pathetic  tone.  The 
Indian  chief,  yet  red  with  the*  blood  of  these 
women  and  children  that  belonged  to  the  detach- 
ment—with eyes  still  glaring  with  the  ferocity 
which  burned  in  his  countenance  when  the  blaze 
sluwly  enveloped  and  consumed  an  American 
sailor,  is  weighed  against  this  hero  without  fear 
and  without  reproach  1  Prom  what  system  of 
ethlesdidlhiaaavagedrawhiamorality?  Whence 
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did  lie  derire  his  DOtioas  of  hoDor  ?  Had  hia 
]M«n  been  chastened,  his  coascieDee  qafckened, 
mod  chained  to  the  throne  ofHeaTcn  by  the  Chris- 
tian religion  ?  No,  his  mind  had  been  disciplined, 
and  his  morals  fashioned  in  the  school  of  ineen- 
^ries.  Bat,  in  Jaly,  1816,  before  this  Indian's 
letter  was  written,  at  the  fort  inhabited  by  Indians 
aad  negroes,  and  commanded  by  an  Englishman, 
hostilities  were  waj^ed  against  the  United  States. 
This  mass  of  hostility,  this  motley  group  of  insar- 
rection  and  mnrder,  amply  supplied  with  amma- 
nitton  and  arms,  depredated  yoar  frontier.  They 
had  murdered  a  ffallant  midshipman ;  the^r  had 
stock  a  sailor  fall  of  splinters  and  burnt  him  to 
death.  This  outrage  against  humanity,  this 
cruel  deed,  had  been  perpetrated  upon  a  sailor, 
one  who  had  borne  the  '^  star-spangled  banner  in 
Iriumph  orer  the  wave.''  He  loolred  upon  the 
land  of  bis  fathers ;  in  the  hour  of  torture,  he  saw 
the  ^Bg  of  liberty  wave  in  the  air,  and  the  aroM 
of  his  companions  gleam  in  the  sun :  his  bunting 
heart  invoked  the  vengeance  of  his  couatrv* 
Gallant  spirit,  you  called  not  in  vain  I  Thishord^ 
of  brigands  was  given  to  the  winds ! 

'Mr.  Chairman,  it  cannot  now  be  denied,  that, 
this  being  a  defensive  war,  resulting  from  the 
necessity  of  repelling  invasion,  military  move* 
ment  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  fizecative,  not 
only  upon  the  principle  of  seif-preservalion,— 
a  law  written  by  the  finger  of  nature  upon  all 
animated  creation— but  under  the  practice  of  the 
Government  and  the  laws  of  the  country ;  and  it 
will  be  found  that  the  rights  of  war,  eiteoded  to 
the  management  of  the  war  by  the  international 
law,  were  exercised  with  extraordinary  forbear- 
ance—never transcended.  It  would  require  no 
prophetic  spirit  to  predict,  that,  so  long  as  you 
confined  your  military  operations  to  chasing  the 
Indian  from  your  territory,  the  war  would  rage, 
and  the  citizens  would  continue  to  fall  under  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  This  Govern* 
ment  has  ever  exercised  its  rights  with  forbear* 
ance :  in  the  love  of  peace,  it  has  relinquished 
manv.  This  nation  has  bent  under  the  weight  of 
insult,  and  seldom  appealed  to  the  exercise  of 
her  rights,  in  fiill  latitude,  until  compelled  to  it 
by  principles  identified  with  the  paramount  duty 
of  all  Governments.  How  long  were  your  eiti- 
sens  torn  from  their  families,  scourged  by  a  Brit- 
ish bapiaia,  and  compelled  in  some  instances  to 
point  the  cannon  against  their  eountrymen  ? 
The  bitter  cup  of  bumtliatioo  was-emptied  to  the 
dregs :  In  scorn  it  was  said  this  Government 
comd  not  be  kicked  into  a  war.  The  nation  rose 
in  the  majesty  of  its  strength,  and  hotted  de- 
struction upon  the  foe!  Experience  at  length 
satisfied  the  Administration  that  these  vezalioos 
and  cruel  incunioos  could  only  te  terminated  by 
porsuing  the  erratic  Indian.  At  lepgth  the  ghost 
of  the  departed  sovereignty  of  Spain  in  Florida 
no  longer  alarmed.  It  fied  before  the  demands 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  for  protection ;  and  the 
extent  of  the  orders  given  to  the  troops  was  com- 
municated to  you  by  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
saire  of  the  25th  March,  1818.  He  told  you  that 
*' Orders  had  been  given  to  the  Generitl  in  com- 


*  mand  not  toenteir  Florida  aidcsi  it  be  it  pa. 
'  suit  of  the  enemy,  and  in  that  eaie  to  mpsx 
'  the  Spanish  authority  wherever  itismuDiiii> 

*  ed;  and  he  will  be  instnieted  tovithdnvb 
'  forces  from  this  province  as  sood  ss  he  siail 
'  have  rednoed  that  tribe  to  order,  aod  secured ov 
'  fellow-citizens  in  that  quarter,  by  atiflfaeioiy 
'  arrangements  against  its  naprbroked  tad  af* 

*  age  hostilities  in  future."  How  did  yoa  proceed 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  Messegel  It  wis  ilx 
basis  of  legislative  acts,  legitimstiziogvliitlad 
been  done ;  countennncing  the  doetriDethe  Met* 
sage  contained ;  and  embraciog  its  nevB,  joq 
directed  a  brigade  of  militia  to  be  oiled  into  ser* 
vice  ;  you  increased  the  pay  of  theQeotjamili* 
tia  eagaged  in  the  Seminole  Wir.  He  itid  be 
recollected  the  proposition  was  mide  by  h'afneii 
from  that  State,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  He  felttrep«{- 
nance  to  it,  but  his  objections  melttd  awtymder 
the  fervid  aeal  and  eloquence  of  that  geBtleiDU$ 
and  a  large  appcoprtatien  was  made  toacettbe 
expenses  of  the  war.  Here  is  s  ibidd  bioid 
enoi^h  and  thick  enough  to  protect  tbe  Eitcs- 
tive  fVom  attack,  the  wwk  of  your  ows  buds. 

But,  considering  the  subject  nDseeoapuiM 
with  this  quati  declaratioa  of  war  sod  tbe  iiid- 
iary  measores,  the  step  jras  strictly  'mnm. 
If  Spain  had  been  m  neutral  Power  aad  mit 
dians  belligerent,  not  inhabiting  her  terntorf  oM 
being  within  her  soTereignty,  bat  merely retreit- 
ing,  then  the  Americans  woaid  have  had  u 
indispuuble  right  to  punue  them  by  the  wign 
of  nations.  We  will  find  this  doctiioe  m  im 
515.  It  is  certain  that  on  my  eaemy'^  beingde^ 
feated  and  too  much  weakened  to  escape  ae. 
even  if  my  neighbor  afibrds  him  a  retreat,  i^ 
conduct,  so  pernicious  to  my  safety  sod  interoj 
would  be  incompatible  with  neatrality.  U^^ 
fore  my  enemy  on  a  defeat  retires  iacoaneowj 
country,  he  is  to  cause  the  troops  as  soon  »pr 
Bible  to  continue  their  march,  ud  not  pRn|| 
them  to  watch  an  opportunity  toattaek  me,  m^ 
otherwise  he  gives  me  a  right  to  esttr  btf"^ 

tory  in  pursuit  of  my  enemy— i  «w^7^l. 
often  attends  nations  unable  to  cemoaad  W^ 
Tbe  eaemy  not  only  retreated  into  the  bfj 
territory  and  watched  an  oppertcnity  w  « 
our  cittaens.  but  ^re  the  inhabittotsor»e^ 
try,  and  kept  the  Spanish  authorities  "^yg 
tion.  It  was  said  by  a  member  iVom  i«»'  .  ^^ 
(Mr.  SToaaa,)  that  the  line  shooW  o^^'j^ 
been  crossed,  until  application  w^rvi-i,  toil 
the  Spanish  Court.  For  months  MJI  ^ 
been  polloied  by  the  foot  of  s^^rl'Juiiwiiee. 
months  had  this  land,  sacred  to  l!*f^;L^^^^ 
and  to  humanity,  been  crimsoned  jy"«  ^^  g 
its  inhabitants;  yet  there  shottld  ■*JLrhii 
pause  in  our  movements  until  a  ^'r^r  ftf 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  call  th«"*|fIr.ioiif 
dinand  to  the  condition  of  his  ^^^\^\o  ts 
ken  him  to  a  sense  of  duty,  *o^-^°„*J„  w liitli 
reassome  the  sovereignty  of  the  1^*^"V,'^(1 
he  had  carelessly  lost.  Tour  me«>fDr^-j,ke 
have  found  him  tambouring  a  Pf ^"^•^a,iDg«f 
Virgin,  surrounded  by  l«y  ??Sj  ,3er  trfc** 
I  sebemes  t«  establish  the  lBq«i8i<io°>  "^ 


841 


HISTOEar  OF  OOKafiJSSS. 


842 


jAlfUART,  1819. 


Smninole  War. 


H.  OP  R; 


tortares  hf  poerisf  flouriskes  and  religion  ezpirest 
The  Iiidiaii  is  only  Yulnerable  in  his  town.  An 
lodian  war  can  only  be  terminated  by  destrq^r- 
iog  hh  means  of  suVsutence,  and  penetrating  his 
fasCDesses^  where  he  flies  for  shelter^  until,  like 
the  tiger,  in  the  still  darkness  of  the  night,  he  can 
spring  npon  his  prey.  It  was  said,  the  present 
Secretary  of  War  save  rigor  to  the  operations; 
that  he  boldly  ordered  the  commander  of  our 
forces  to  terminate  the  war.  It  was  the  patriotic 
Ttgor  that  meets  the  exigency.  Let  that  distin- 
geished  statesman  puisne  the  coarse  he  has  com- 
menced, and  ere  lonff  the  hand  of  gratitude  will 
crown  hia  with  the  proudest  honors  of  the 
Repnblic. 

Bot  Spain  was  not  a  neutral  Power ;  she  did 
not  occupy  that  relation  to  the  belligerents  which 
constitutes  neutrality  by  the  law  of  nations.   She 
was  a  party  or  an  associate ;  it  was  immaterial 
which,    Spain  claims  soTcreignty  over  the  terri- 
tory inhabited  by  the  Seminoles.    The  nature  and 
extent  of  the  jurisdiction  depends  upon  herself; 
it  is  only  limited  by  policy,  and  the  power  to  com- 
pel obedience.    All  the  QoTernments  admit  the 
absolute  soTereijgnty  of  Spain  orer  the  Indians 
within  her  territorial  boundaryr.    They  are  not 
recognised  as  a  nation  by  that  implied  compact 
callM  international  law.    Upon  this  principle  our 
Government  hasextended  its  criminal  jurisdiction 
into  the  wilderness,  and  pushed  its  comhieretal 
arrangements  among  the  saTages.     The  Span- 
ards  exterminated  the  Mexiean3)  and  stretched 
Montcxuma  upon  the  coals;  and  now,  withiune- 
rai  procession,  drags  the  Indian  to  the  mines, 
where  he  meeis  a  certain  but  protracted  death. 
It  has  been  eomilained  of  a$  cruel  and  desjpetic. 
but  admitted  an  aet  of  aof ereignty,  a  municipal 
regulation,  with  wiiieh  no  Power  had  a  right  to 
interfere.     The  crusade  against  tyrants  was  once 
preached  by  a  victorious  republic.  Thrones  shook 
at  the  sound,  and  all  monarchies  trembled  before 
it  i  but  the  aoundcat  position  is,  that  erery  nation 
has  a  right  to  manage  its  own  internal  affiirs  in 
its  own  way*    Spain^  theuj  refusing  you  the  fighi 
of  makin${  treaties  with  the  Indiana,  and  conaid- 
ering  an  mTasioa  of  the  country  these  Indians 
occupy  an  infraction  of  her  sortreignty,  imuliedly 
admits  them  to  be  her  subjects.    She  had  done 
more.    In  her  trcaAf  with  the  United  States  this 
stipulation  is  contained:  "*  Spain  will  not  suier 

*  her  Indians  to  ataek  the  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States,  nor  the  Iikliana  inhabiting  their  territo- 

*  ry;-'  expressly  recognising  these  Indians  to  be  her 
Indians,  and  assuming  all  the  duties  which  de- 
pend upon  the  oonnexion  between  sovereign  and 
subject,  in  relatton  to  foreign  Gorernments*  If 
they  were  not  the  sobjecte  ot  Spain,  making  war 
upon  the  Unit^  States,  the  facts  turnisbed  the 
Committee  strip  the  Spanish  authorities  of  all 
semblance  of  neutrality,  and  i^ace  them  in  -  the 
pilight  of  associates  in  the  war ;  giving  the  army 
of  the  United  States  the  same  right  to  operate 
i^ainet  the  Spanish  authorities  as  the  belligerent 
Indians.  In  VaUd,  97,  the  doctrine  is  thus  laid 
down:    ^' Those  who  assist  tny  enemy,  are  his 

*  aaaociatee;"  and  in  page  li02,  ''the  real  aasoei- 


<  ales  of  my  enemy  being  my  enemies,  I  hare 

*  against  them  the  same  rights  as  against  the  prin- 
'  cipal  enemy."  "  To  furnish  a  belligerent  with 
'  money,  munitions  of  war,  or  {Nrovisions,  to  en- 
'  able  it  to.  prosecute  the  war,  is  a  forfeiture  of 
'  neutrality,  and  makes  the  nation  an  associate  in 
'  the  war;  and  I  make  war  upon  them  without  a 

<  declaration.''  <  VaUel,  486,  and  496.)  The 
Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  furnished  the  In- 
dians with  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions 
drawn  from  the  public  stores. 

Sir,  before  we  advance  to  St.  Marin,  periuit 
me  to  remark  that  I  attribute  no  hostile  act  to 
the  Court  of  Madrid.  In  the  changes  of  tl)iat 
unfortunate  monaxchy  Florida  had  become  a 
derelict  sovereigntv*  It  was  the  local  authori- 
ties that  he  considered  associates.  Spain  was 
incompetent  to  perform  the  oblipitious  she  had 
undertaken ;  she  could  not  restrain  either  her  In- 
dians or  Spanish  subjects  from  depredating.  He 
should  not  say  much  upon  the  occupation  of  St. 
Marks,  because  the  ablest  advocates  for  censure 
had  here  attributed  no  wrong*  St.  Marks,  con- 
sidered as  a  fort,  occupied  by  a  neutral  or  an  as- 
sociate, was  equally  subject  to  be  captured  by  the 
United  States  army.  '*  Extreme  necessity  may 
'  even  authorize  the  temporary  seizure  of  a  place, 

*  and  the  putting  a  garrison  therein  for  defending 
'  itself  ai^inst  the  enemv,  or  preventing  him  in 

*  his  designs  of  seizing  this  place  when  the  sor- 
'  erei|^  is  not  able  to  defend  it,''  (^Vatteli  511.) 
Ambrister,  at.  the  head  of  his  brigands,  com- 
menced his  march  to  occupr  this  place.  liie 
Qovernor  had  acknowledged  that  his  garrison 
was  not  sufficient  to  repel  an  attack  from  the 
eonibined  Indian  and  n^ro  forces.  Upon  this 
ground,  eoneidering  the  garrison  strictly  neutral, 
Qeneral  Jackson  was  justified  in  uking  posses- 
sion ;  but,  he  said,  no  man,  even  in  the  fervor  of 
his  zeal,  could  eontend  that  it  was  a  neutral  post. 
Here  it  wae  that  Hillis  Hajo  and  other  hostile 
chiefs  held  their  war  councils,  in  the  command- 
ant's quarters ;  here  the  commandant  emboldened 
the  Indians  to  robbery  and  murder,  by  telling 
them  that  Bpain  had  declared  war  against  this 
country.  This  Gk>vernor  made  contracts  for  your 
cattle  before  they  were  stolen ;  this  Governor  was 
the  jailer  of  Hambly,  whose  crime  was  humanity 
^nd  attaohoaent  to  the  Unite4  S  tatee;  this  Qovernor 
sold,  as  his  private  property,  to  your  Qeneral,  the 
cattle  stolen  from  your  citizens ;  and  here  was 
seen  a  black  man  and  Spanish  soldier  dressed  in 
American  uniform,  recognised  to  be  a  part  of  the 
clothing  belonging  to  the  detachment  command- 
ed by  Iiieutenant  Scott  Therefore^  it  was  not 
only  necessary,  but,  the  Qovernor  being  an  asso- 
ciate of  the  Indians,  it  was  justifiable  to  uke 
possession  of  St.  Marks.  The  honorable  Speaker. 
to  disprove  the  neceesity,  said  that  Indians  did 
not  occupy  or  attack  forts.    Bitter  experience 

fro  ves  the  eon  trary .  Negro  Fort  was  manned  by 
ndians  and  negroes ;  the  Horse  Shoe  was  pro- 
tected by  military  works;  and  Fort  Mimms,  that 
scene  of  horror  and  massacre,  upon  whjch  the 
cruel  and  b^ody  Weatherford  turned  his  bank 
and  fted,  speaks  in  a  language  that  must  be  felt 
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and  UDderstood,  ibat  India ns  capture  forts.  Sir, 
aaid  Mr.  S.,  it  haa  been  endeavored  to  place 
Penaacola  upon  a  different  footing  from  St. 
Marks ;  but  facts  have  connected  them,  and 
placed  them  upon  common  principles^  as  regards 
our  belligerent  rights  and  their  relations  to  the 
Indians.  This  nation  had  an  absolute  right  to 
aecurity  from  depredation  on  her  frontier;  this 
right  was  guarantied  by  the  Spanish  Government. 
Having  been  involved  in  a  cruel  and  vexatious 
war,  in  consequence  of  the  imbecility  of  that 
Court,  this  Qovernment  had  a  right  to  all  the 
means  which  were  necessary  for  obtaining  this 
aecurity.  See  Vdttdt  p.  518.  Pensacola  was  the 
crater  of  that  volcano  of  hostility  whose  eruptions 
were  so  calamitous  to  the  frontiers.  Its  Governor 
had  violated  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  treaty  engagementsof  his  master;  he  had  tram- 
pled under  foot  all  neutral  obligations.  In  jrour 
war  with  England,  the  British  flag  was  entwined 
with  the  Spanish  colors  floatinj^  upon  this  for- 
tress; here  the  Indians  were  trained  bjra  British 
offic^;  and  from  this  place  the  expedition  against 
Mobile  was  fitted  out ;  and  to  this  place  the  Brit- 
ish and  their  red  allies  returned  when  covered 
with  defeat  and  disgrace.  It  produced  the  war 
with  the  Seminoles.  Hambty  certifies,  that  this 
Governor  wrote  to  Perrymaih  a  Seminole  chief, 
advising  him  to  collect  bis  forces  and  join  his 
upper  brethren,  who  bad  determined  to  shalte  ofi* 
the  American  yoke,  and  that  he  would  furnish 
him  with  arms  and  ammunition, and  that,  in  less 
than  a  month,  their  father  and  protector,  his 
master,  would  have  a  sufficient  army  in  the  field 
to  aid  and  protect  them;  that,  not  long  after 
this,  he  saw  a  large  party  of  Indians  at  Pensa- 
cola, where  they  received  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition  1  Nay,  he  robbed  bis  mas- 
ter's cannon  to  supply  the  Indians  with  lead. 
And  here  was  vendea,  in  open  market,  the  bloody 
clothes  torn  from  the  backs  of  your  slaughtered 
citizens.  But  it  is  aaid  General  Jackson  had 
announced  the  termination  of  war,  immediately 
after  the  occupation  of  St.  Marks,  and  that  the 
necessity  did  not  exist  f  that,  the  war  being  at 
an  end,  the  occupation  of  Pensacola  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  effect  the  restoration  of  peace,  or  fur- 
nish permanent  protection  to  the  frontiers.  The 
documents  show,  ihut  at  the  moment  this  letter 
was  written  General  Jackson  was  mistaken. 
Immediately  after,  he  received  information  that 
seventeen  persons  had  been  killed  and  scalped  in 
the  Alabama ;  and  a  threatening  letter  from  this 
Governor,  ordering  him  put  of  Florida.  This 
Governor  waa  then  surrounded  by  hostile  Indians, 
with  whom  his  officers  associated,  aa  friends  and 
companions.  On  the  5th  and  6lh  of  May,  1818, 
there  were  about  five  hundred  Indiana  at  Pen- 
sacola ;  and,  on  the  22d,  Holmes,  a  noted  bosiile 
chief,  left  that  place,  having  been  there  several 
preceding  days.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
the  exhibits  to  establish  these  facta— the  evidence 
liea  upon  every  member's  table.  The  war  still 
ra^ed:  the  occupation  of  St.  Marks  had  not 
ahielded  the  frontier  from  tbe  murderoua  incur*  I 
siona  of  the  Indiana,  nor  had  it  brought  back  tbe  | 


(Governor  of  Penaacola  to  a  sease  and  obsemitt 

of  his  neutral  obligations ;  if  then,  ii Mr.  8.  coo- 
tended,  the  measure  was  all-importaaitotbeK* 
coroptishment  of  the  sectirity  of  oor  eitizeDi,ii 
was  legitimatized  by  the  lawof  nitioD8,iiidwn 
clearly  within  the  power  which  tbii  Hoase  con- 
templated to  be  exercised  by  tbeEzeeatire;for 
he  told  you,  in  his  Message,  that  the  Geoenl  ii 
command  had  been  ordered  to  enter  Floridi^ii 
pursuit  of  the  enemy^  to  respect  tbe  Siaoisliia- 
thority  wherever  roamtaiaed,  and  to  v/lAdrav 
when  he  had  secured  oor  MloiKiuzns,  hj 
satisfactory  arrangements  againit  oDproroM 
and  aavage  hostilities  in  future.  HedidBotit- 
tribute  their  foul  deed  to  Ferdinand*,  ha setjitre 
did  not  reach  across  the  ocean ;  bis  lOTemgtiy 
was  ideal,  his  authority  was  not  mBiDiiined  it 
Pensacola;  his  high  obli^lfoos  totbucoooltf 
were  disregarded  t here.  For  foorteen  yetn,  tha 
Governor,  and  his  marauding  garrisoo,  bid  re- 
ceived no  pay.  They  had  so&isted  ti{ta  tbe 
blood-atained  spoil,  torn  from  your  UDproteeied 
frontier,  by  their  Indian  confederates. 

This  step  does  not  rest  solely  opoo  yoDraci- 
aurea  at  tbe  last  session,  and  ioternatioDiiiivJot 
vindication.  The  movement  is  tusuioed  by tbt 
high  authority  of  two  Presidents,  Wisbio|toi 
and  Madison,  and  bytbe  several  CoDgressaof 
theae  two  periods.  When  Wayne  obtiloed  b» 
siffnarvictory  he  burnt  and  destroyed  CoM 
McGee's  house  and  store,  he  bein;  tiie  Biuin 
agent,  and  everything  that  was  combustible, oa* 
der  the  guns  of  the  British  fort ;  and  vould  bin 
captured  the  fort,  if  his  force  had  been  soffieieouf 
strong,  upon  the  principle  that  tbe  garrisoDCO- 
operated  with  the  Indians.  With  a  foK  loovl* 
edge  of  all  the  circumstances,  Congress  roM 
him  thanks ;  and,  during  the  recent  cooieit  viib 
England,  Pensacola  being  always  tbe  depot  ^ 
the  elements  of  war,  and  tbe  rallying  poistv 
the  enemy,  whether  NichoHs  or  Bowlegs,  ini 
negro  Nero,  General  Armstrong  addressed »» 
following  note  to  General  Jackson :"  n  i^^^ 

*  the  Spaniarda,  admit,  feed,  arm,  and  co^|«»« 
<  with  the  Britlah  and  hostile  ladiaos,  yoa  a^ 

*  strike,  upon  the  broad  principles  of  selfpnw^ 

*  vation.w  Thia  doctrine  was  held  by  ibaj?*" 
civilian,  Madison.  The  facts  had  «isj«'jr 
blow  had  been  struck ;  Pensacola  hid  K^r 
tured.  Tbe  tranaactions  are  perfectly «*T?r 
human  ingenuity  cannot  draw  a  diffloeooo  ^ 
tweeo  them.  Then,  sir,  there  were  so  W""|" 
tutional  scruplea ;  no  call  upon  tbis  p^pte 
arouse  from  the  slumber  of  BiecutiTeeoBM««r 

and  guard  this  sacred  instrument  froinmn?"^' 
Then  this  illustrious  man.  who  cso  «»Pi«2 
say,  Feni,  vidlvici !  was  hailed  as \^^^^'% 
of  hia  country's  rights,  and  the  ■^'JS!^"  \ 
country's  wrongs.  Now,  all  be  asked  w. 
alight  boon  from  tbe  opposite  side;  J"*J"^ 
gent  extension  of  that  expositioa  of  "*  Vj  .jj 
tution  and  the  law  of  nations  which  V^^^r^^ 
the  last  Presidency.  He  would  not  call  oeoi  ^ 
look  upon  the  proceedings  of  tbe  !«'*.  ^rprt^ 
Madiaon'a  Adminiatration,  the  o«"P""?r«W 
aitcola  waa  no  infriogCBaeat  of  Spao»n  « 
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ciflJD^T  >  '^  caase  of  war ;  do  osorfNitloo ;  no  tio* 
latioD  of  ibe  Constitutioo.  When  the  present 
Administration  treads  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
predecessors,  let  them  bare  the  benefit  of  your 
former  construe  lion  of  the  Constittttion,  and 
your  former  reading  of  the  law  of  nationi.  Do 
not  contract  and  widen  the  provisions  of  that 
instrumenty  which  should  be  a  light  to  the  feet, 
and  a  lamp  to  the  path  of  pnblie  functionaries  $ 
steady  and  uniform ;  not  an  ignU  faiuu*,  beam- 
ing here  and  there,  to  entrap  and  mislead,  and 
serre  the  purposes  of  the  moment.  The  capture 
of  Peosaeola  had  been  compared  to  the  bombard* 
ment  of  Copenhay en  and  the  seizure  of  the  Dan* 
ish  fleet.  lie  said,  the  fast-anchored  isle  bad 
often  received  eulogies  at  the  expense  of  this 
country,  even  in  this  House,  the  sanctuary  of  her 
fame  and  her  liberty ;  but  m  no  instance  had  a 
ease  been  made  out  which  sunk  her  to  a  level 
with  British  Machiavellism  and  depravity.  Den* 
mark  was  a  neutral  Power,  strictly  observing 
her  neutral  relations.  Pensacola  was  command- 
ed by  a  Gkivernor  who  had  committed  frequent 
acts  of  war,  by  stirring  up  the  restless  spirit  of 
the  Indian,  and  furnishing  him  with  provisions, 
arms,  and  munitions  of  war.    In  fact,  be  was  a 

gany  in  a  war  which  could  only  be  terminated 
y  removing  him  from  the  command. 
The  execution  of  Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot  is 
ssid  to  be  unconstitutional ;  but  ingenious  gen* 
tlemen  have  not  condescended  to  point  out  the 
provision  which  is  invaded,  unleasi  aa  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Colston)  had  contended,  the  Con- 
stitution had  repealed  the  law  of  nationsi  making 
this  a  transaction  come  omiitice,  and  carrying 
back  the  right  of  punishment  to  the  old  ground 
of  natural  law,  where  authority  sufficient  would 
be  found  for  the  measure.  On  the  contrary  this 
people,  when  they  assumed  a  stand  amongst  the 
rovers  of  the  eartb,  became  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  all  the  law  of  nations.  The  Constitu- 
tion only  distributes  the  exerciee  of  .these  rights 
amongst  a  variet]f  of  departments,  defining  what 
portion  of  sovereignty  shali  be  exercised  by  the 
one  and  the  other — all  the  sovereign  power  that 
attaches  to  aa  independent  Government  in  its 
foreign  relations,  and  intercourse  existing  in,  and 
to  be  performed  by  one  of  these  departments,  or 
by  the  co-operation  of  all.  This  (Government 
claims  all  the  rights  of  war  and  peace,  permitted 
to  be  exercised  by  tbe  law  of  nations.  This  law, 
and  the  practice  and  usage  of  ail  Governments, 
vest  the  right  of  punishing  incendiaries  like  those 
in  the  commanders  of  armies.  Vour  Constitu- 
lion  does  not  interdict  the  exercise  of  this  power 
ia  this  ordinary  mode,  nor  is  it  confined,  by  that 
instrument,  to  any  particular  department,  nor  has 
it  been  the  subject  of  legislation.  The  honorable 
Speaker  had  given  a  reference  to  a  law,  but  hav- 
iog  examinee^  he  found  a  short  statute  author- 
izing retaliation  upon  the  citixens  of  the  French 
Republic,  with  which  this  country  never  was  at 
war.  The  crime  of  which  these  men  were  guilty 
ia  defined,  and  its  punishment  provided .  tor  by 
iateroational  law.  The  spiriiof  your  institutions 
cannot  pau  into  a  foreign  territory,  and  give  your 


civil  tribunals  criminal  jurisdiction.  In  Vattel^ 
p.  52,  you  find  this^  proposition :  *'  He  who  is  in* 
^  jured  by  foreign  subjecu  does  himself  justice, 
'  by  his  own  power,  when  he  meets  with  the  of- 
'  fenders  in  his  own  country,  or  in  a  free  place  f 
'  and,  to  avoid  all  misunderstanding,  it  is  agreed, 

*  that  every  private  person  committing  hostilities 
^  without .  a  commission  from  their  sovereign. 
'  should  meet  with  the  »ame  treatment."  Ana 
again,  in  Martens,  p.  280,  "but  those  who,  not 
^  beieg  authorized  by  commission  from  their  sov- 

*  ereign,  take  upon  them  to  attack  the  enemy,  are 

*  treated  by  him  as  banditti."  It  will  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  Prince  Regent  commissioned 
these  miscreants— yet  they  KK>th  certainly  com- 
mitted hostilities.  Ambrister  commanded,  and 
Arbuthnot  supplied  arms  and  ammunition.  He 
said,  the  history  of  our  Revolution  furnished 
many  illustrations  of  this  doctrine,  demonstrating 
that  this  power  had  always  been  exercised  by  the 
commanders  of  armies.  It  was  unnecessary  to 
particularize  each  case — they  had  been  remarked 
upon  by  those  who  preceded  bim. 

Mr.  &  said,  that,  although  this  was  ample  vin- 
dication, he  placed  the  justification  of  these  exe* 
cutions  upon  different  ground.  He  did  not  con- 
sider these  men  British  subjects.  The  doctrine 
of  perpetual  allegiance — once  a  subject  always  a 
subject — was  not  to  be  found  in  his  political 
creed.  The  right  of  expatriation  was  admitted 
by  this  Government— the  tide  of  emlaration 
flowed  into  this  country  upon  that  principle ;  and 
its  preservation  is  the  shield  of  a  large  portion  of 
your  population,  who  have  sought  refuge  here 
from  tyranny  and  persecution*  The  evidence  of 
the  exercise  of  this  right  is,  residence  or  accepts 
aoee  of  office.  When  an  eilort  was  made  in  this 
House,  by  an  able  and  zealous  friend  to  the  rights 
of  man,  to  prescribe  a  mode  for  the  exercise  of 
this  right,  it  was  rejected,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  right  then  stood  upon  the  surest  basis. 
These  men  had  become  members  of  the  Indian 
tribe— they  had  incorporated  themselves  with  the 
savages.  Ambrister  commanded  a  detachment 
aad  marched  at  the  head  of  aa  army,  eompoeea 
of  negroes  and  Indians,  to  meet  the  American 
troops.  Arbuthnot  was  admitted  into  the  coun- 
cil of  the  nation^  as  a  chief;  he  was  the  miaialer 
of  foreign  relations  of  the  Seminole  tribes  and 
their  dependencies,  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola. 
Appointed  and  commissioned  to  his  high  office 
bv  special  power  of  attorney,  he  corresponded, 
omcially,  with  British  Qovernors  aad  Spanish 
commandants;  he  communicated  with  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  near  the  American  Qovernment, 
until  the  interesting  correspondence  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  weight  of  posuge.  Sir,  he  said,  it 
would  have  been  an  interesting  fcpeetacle  to  have 
seen  the  arrival,  in  this  circle  of  etiquette,  of  this 
representative  of  Hillis  Hajo,  Bowlegs,  Nero, and 
the  Spanish  commandants;  he  would  have  been 
a  little  smoked  with  monarchy,.and  great  com- 
motion would  have  resulted  from  the  difficulty 
of  fixing  his  rank  in  the  scale  of  fashion.  These 
men  having  incorporated  themselves  with  the 
Indiana— having  voluntarily  stepped  down  from 
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^itilized  6ocieiv  and  cbiistiaii  warfare,  made  com- 
mon  cause  irith  the  savages,  pod  cootribttted'  to 
cbeir  iodiserimiaate  massacre,  they  wpre  subject 
to  the  same  treatmeot  that  the  usages  of  the  coan- 
trf  and  the  laws  of  war  permitted  to  be  inflicted 
npon  the  savage.  Hillis  Hajo  was  hung;  his 
memory  is  not  embalmed,  nor  his  fame  perpeto- 
Bted.  by  a  single  plaintive  strain.  Yet  Hillis 
Hajo  was  a  king  and  a  prophet ;  he  had  swept 
your  frontier  with  a  besom  of  desolation  $  no  feel- 
ing of  his  heart  protected  the  infant  or  the  timid 
female;  indiscriminate  murder  marked  his  oper- 
ations. Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot,  enlightened 
by  the  Christian  dispensation,  which  breathes 
peace  and  good  will  cowards  man,  whefted  his 
appetite  for  blood ;  stimulated  him,  by  false  and 
deceptive  promises,  to  tear  the  scalp  from  the 
infant's  head,  and  plunge  the  tomahawk  in  the 
aged  matron's  breast,  and  drove  him  inevitably 
to  the  fate  he  deservedly  met.  They  were  ap- 
pfehended  in  the  fact,  and  condign  punishment 
inflicted. 

This  execution,  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, was  demanded  as  well  by  sound  policy  as 
enlightened  humanity.  All  the  Indian  vrars  had 
been  traced  to  Bnglish  instigation.  At  the  bAttle 
of  Miami,  British  troops  were  seen  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Indians.  Tha  fate  of  the  gallant  Kentue* 
kians,  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  the  massacre  at 
Fort  Mimms,  was  flzed  by  incendiaries.  The 
blood  of  Allen  and  Simpson  was  upon  their  heads. 
WhV  this  sympathy,  this  deep  interest  in  the  fate 
of  these  incendiaries  1  They  have  not  higher 
claims  than  the  nnfortunate  Americans  who.  ani- 
mated with  the  soul-stirring  motive  of  ffiving 
\\\^t%y  to  a  nation,  miied  in  the  revolutionary 
cKMiflict  of  Sottth  America.  These  are  your 
brothers,  sustaining  the  dignity  of  man ;  they  now 
drag  their  chains  in  Spanish  thraldom,  hunting 
mmshrooms.  their  only  food ;  yet  no  voice  isliAed 
up,  in  this  House,  deploring  their  utahapi^y  face, 
and  calling  upon  the  energies  of  this  Otovernment 
to  rescue  them  from  this  mlserltble  imprisonment 
and  the  melancholy  fate  that  awaits.  The  mag- 
nanimity of  Europe  is  appealed  to.  Why  are  we 
compelled,  by  the  friends  of  these  resolutions  in 
Tindicating  General  Jackson  and  the  country,  to 
▼folate  that  courtesy  which  is  doe  to  foreign 
Powers  7  Ney,  the  pride  of  France,  and  the  orna- 
ment of  her  army,  was  shot,  in  defiance  of  a  guar* 
attiee  of  safety.  England  has  realized  the  ex- 
travagant fable  of  Prometheus.  She  has  chained 
that  highly  gifted  man,  Bonaparte,  to  a  rock,  and 
the  vultures  are  literally  devouring  his  liver.  The 
execution  was  necessary,  to  cut  off*  that  descrip- 
tion of  men  who  fed  and  nurtured  Indian  war. 

This  execution  has  been  compared,  by  one  gen- 
tleman, to  the  death  of  the  Duke  d'Bnghieu.  If 
he  had  not  been  a  member  of  the  Bourbon  family. 
if  bis  veins  bad  not  been  enriched  with  royal 
blood,  his  fate  would  not  have  excited  a  sensation 
attong  enough  to  have  reached  these  shores. 
Why  had  he  not  heard  of  Bmmet,  whose  mind 
reached  the  heavens,  and  whose  soul  embraced 
the  universe?  He  was  a  revolutionary  spirit, 
thirsting  and  aspiring  to  benefit  mankinds    In 


Europe,  the  lordliojg  basks  in  the  sonsMncsC  \k 
Court;  drinks  in  the  rays  of  power;  flanen  n 

fay  plumage.    His  circle  is  the  world.   Tooek 
nt  a  wing  of  this  butterfly— let  one  of  then  idte 
pageants  sufi*er,  no  matter  whether  under  oae  of 
those  great  principles  that  preserve  nation, or bf 
the  caprices  of  a  monarch,  it  produces  aa  agiii* 
tlon  which  vibrates  to  this  eotiiitry,aBdexdi«i 
warm  sympathy.    The  hardy  yeoman,  altiioDgh 
standing  between  the  handles  of  his  plough,  ot 
felling  the  forest  with  bis  nervous  arm,  uailOr»e4 
by  virtue  abd  by  valor,  and  digniiel  by  tfae  ea- 
ioyment  of  freedom.    He  looks  alrmd  apoo  iht 
MMivty  of  nature,  and  the  smihuff  pteaty  by  which 
he  is  surrounded,  the  work  of  hia  owi  hndt,iod 
his  heart  expands  and  melu  io  pious  mttiadets 
Heaveo-^cheered  by  hopi^ animated  bvMSbiiioQ, 
he  is  cot  off  in  his  career,  confidently  rdyia^  npoi 
the  protection  of  his  Government,  by  savage  bir- 
barity.    No  sensation  is  excited ;  no  symjinhr  is 
felt.    Is  he  less  gifted  with  rare  and  noUc  qodi- 
ties  than  Ambrister  and  Arbathnof,or  theDukel 
He  had  no  Bourbon  blood  in  his  veins;  he  d^ 
not  owe  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Majesty;  he 
was  one  of  the  sons  of  freedom,  and  one  of  the 
sovereigns  of  this  land ;  the  partner  of  his  hosoa 
and  the  children  of  his  love  are  butchered  befon 
his  eyes ;  he  is  spared  to  behold  the  tortori^ 
scene,  and  is  slain.    No  sympathy  uosbs  his 
fate;  no  indignation  animates  the  cooseiiiof  hii 
nation  1    A  whole  race  of  such  men,  the  poacen 
who  were  leading  civilhsatioa  and  religioa  iato 
the  wilderness,  attended  with  its  train  of  blest* 
ings,  bare  fallen  by  the  machlottiona  of  Ambns* 
ter  and  Arhothnot,  ahd  tM*  Hoaae  is  now  en- 
ployed   in  deliberating  upon  a  pRmositioi  to 
censure  the  man  who  rereng«d  their  rate.  Heie 
charity  begins  from  home,  and  the  jtstiee  whieh 
should  encircle  our  paths,  and  proieet  ow  citi- 
zens when  living,  and  revenge  them  wheo  itfd, 
is  remrved  for  fbreigners. 

Sir,  we  have  had  an  alarming  represeaiatioB 
of  mUitary  despotism ;  we  are  told  that  GeMr, 
Alexander,  and  Cromwell,  subverted  thelibettia 
of  their  coantry.  CsKsar  commanded  aa  army 
composed  of  barbarian  mercenariea.  He  fottod 
Rome  emasculated  by  corropiioa ;  the  Qorers* 
meat  worn  out,  and  the  pasaioiM  and  the  litesof 
the  people  adm'ioiatering  the  lawi.  They  W  bo 
regenerating  princi^e,  no  fountain  of  po/itieal 
youth  in  which  the  Oovernment  eouldhveits^fi 
and  acqnire  renewed  health  and  v%er-thb  is 
the  happy  invention  of  the  Ameriw  peoph. 
Cesar  died,  and  Brutus  lived;  his  virtoes  were 
wasted  upon  his  degenerate  coaatryaca.  Alex- 
ander was  born  to  despotic  power;  he  was  aii- 
mated  with  (he  hatred  that  tyranu  feel  for  liber- 
ty ;  gifted  with  military  taienta.  he  coaqatrcd 
the  Qrecian  republics,  which  he  found  paralyitd 
by  internal  factions.  Cromwell  was  carried  iaio 
the  protectorship  upon  the  bigotry  of  the  nattsBi 
not  the  anns  of  the  soldiery.  But  admittiof  th^i 
armies  havie  crushed  liberty,  when  did  a  ^^ 
overturn  tyranny,  and  establish  freedom  opo&i^ 
ruina,  without  employing  arms  and  force?  No 
instance  is  recorded  where  deapotiem  hA  before 
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a  philosophical  lecture.  Talent  must  be  con- 
nected with  Tirtae,  both  in  a  statesmati  and  geD- 
eral,  to  contribute  to  the  establishment  or  preser- 
ration  of  liberty.  Factions  perfidy  and  treachery 
have  as  frequently  depriTed  the  people  of  their 
liberty,  and  inToIved  nations  in  ruin,  as  the  mad 
ambition  of  military  men.  A  Carthagenian  Sen- 
ator, discoloring  every  measure  with  green-eyed 
jealousy,  induced  the  Senate  to  refuse  supplies  to 
the  patriotic  and  inrineible  H^nhibaL  saved 
Rome  and  destroyed  Canhaffe.  America  bad 
other  traitors  than  Arnold;  ana  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  movement  in  France, 
which  soon  swelled  into  a  mighty  tempest  that 
made  every  throne  in  Eorope  tremble,  Mirsbeau 
boasted  that  he  carried  the  French  revolution 
upon  his  shoulders ;  he  was  the  master  spirit  that 
rode  in  the  storm,  and  directed  its  lightning. 
The  proud  ambition  of  deserving  the  confidence, 
aod  aeflieving  liberty  for  his  country,  sunk  under 
the  blandishments  or  aristocracy;  he  sold  himself 
to  the  Court,  and  expired  in  the  conflict  between 
his  ambition  and  his  avarice;  his  treachery  dis- 
solved the  elements  of  association;  confidence  in 
professions  vanished ;  suspicion  infused  itself  into 
the  mass  of  revolutionary  material,  which  was 
w^orking  for  the  emancipaifon  of  man,  and  pro- 
duced those  throes  and  convulsions  that  deso- 
lated Europe,  and  left  France  exhausted  and  en- 
slaved. 

The  Constitution  not  demahding  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions,  justice  and  poudy'both  forbid 
it.  You  are  now  engaged  in  a  prbiracted  nego- 
tiation with  Spain ;  the  tone  of  whose  Minister 
risea  with  c^very  denunciatidn  against  the  Ad- 
ministration. He  considers  the  interest  of  his 
master  taken  into  your  goodly  keeping.  Tour 
bankrupt  nMrchant  has  died,  in  the  vain  expecta- 
tion ot  indemnification  for  Spanish  spoliation 
upon  your  commerce.  He  has  left  the  distant 
eiimmerittg  hope  as  a  legacy  to  his  impoverished 
family,  who  in  vain  look  to  this  Qovernment  for 
justice.  Spanish  diplomacy  spins  out  negotia- 
tion, and  delavs  still  longer  retribution.  The 
high  destiny  of  this  Rowing  empire  demands  the 
acqairement  of  Florida ;  the  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  a  large  extent  of  population  depends  upon 
its  possession ;  and,  instead  of  accelerating  her 
march,  you  are  employed  in  mooting  Constitu- 
tional pointy  ivvisibie  to  an  ordinary  mind,  and 
escaping  tecnnical  inquisition.  The  Constitution 
is  the  paUadrum  of  your  liberties,  so 'plainly  writ- 
ten that  be  who  runs  may  read— «a  stored  bequest 
to  be  transmitted  unimpaired  to  posterity  not 
an  instrument  to  be  perverted  to  the  nurposes  of 
oppression.  Qeneral  Jackson  is  to  oe  stricken 
into  dtist  by  these  resolutions.  You  recollect,  sir, 
when  this  House  was  covered  with  gloom  and 
despondency,  that  edifice,  now  rising  into  splen- 
dor from  ruins,  pesented  the  sad  spectacle  en  na* 
tional  disgrace,  inflicted  by  the  vandal  sph'it  of 
British  hatred;  your  resources  exhausted;  the 
nation  paralyzed;  a  powerful  mirty  in  this  House 
crippling  all  your  efforts;  tlreTall  of  Orleans  had 
been  loadly  proelaiffied.  Awful  apprehension 
and  aching  iolicitude  filled  every  patriotic  boaom. 


and  the  birds  of  ill  omen  had  began' to  croak  the  . 
downfall  of  this  Republic!  l^u  recollect  the 
bright  morning  that  succeeded  that  dark  night. 
You  recollect  the  day  when  the  news  of  the  8th 
of  January  arrived— joy  lighted  up  the  counter 
nance,  and  pride  elevated  the  crest  of  the  friends 
of  liberty.  You  then  acknowledged  Jaekson  your 
deliverer.  Be  not  tired  with  hearing  his  deeds 
recounted ;  his  glory  is  the  property  of  the  na- 
tion, and  has  surrounded  vour  country  with  a 
wall  of  fire.  Qive  not  to  America  a  Bellisarius, 
nor  pertnit  the  historian,  with  his  immortal  pen, 
to  inscribe  the  name  of  another  Aristides  upon 
his  page. 

Sir,  u|}on  every  vfetr  of  this  subject,  I  shall 
vote  against  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  W^Lw.  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Chair- 
mao.  It  IS  witn  considerable  difficulty  I  approach 
this  subject,  which  has  been  discussed  with  so 
much  interest  and  ability  by  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate,  as  almost  to  preclude  any 
further  inquiry;  like  a  body  completely  anatom- 
ized, leaves  little  room  for  the  most  skilful  artist 
to  improve  upon  the  plan ;  much  less  one  who 
does  not  profess  to  be  very  learned  in  the  Con- 
stitution or  laws  of  nations,  and  has  no  preten- 
sions to  literary  or  legal  acquirements.  The 
ground  which  I  shall  attempt  to  take  will  be 
founded  in  plain  facts  and.com mon  sense.  I  do 
not  calculate  on  giving  any  illustration  on  the 
subject  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  as  every  point 
has  been  brought  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony 
by  gentlemen  whose  talents  aod  abilities  have 
proved  them  adequate  to  the  task.  But  I  shall 
briefiy  state  the  principlea  and  reasons  that  shall 
govern  my  vote  on  this  important  and  interest- 
ing question.  Important,  sir,  as  it  will  stamp  a 
character  on  this  nation,  that  will  last  for  ages, 
and  may  be  a  precedent  for  future  legislators, 
when  we  who  are  about  to  give  this  vote  will  be 
sleeping  in  the  dust ;  important,  as  it  respects  the 
feelings  of  the  nation,  as  we  are  accountable  to 
them  who  sent  us  here,  and  the  people  are  com- 
petent judges  of  our  political  opinions,  and  we 
must  return  and  submit  to  the  tribunal  of  public 
opinion.  But,  sir,  it  is  materially  important,  as 
it  wilt  take  into  view  the  character  and  conduct 
of  one  of  our  most  illustrious  oirizens;  and  one  of 
the  greatest  captains  the  world  ever  saw^  whose 
achievements  and  military  fame  have  not  been 
surpassed  by  any  who  has  gone  before  him.  Sir, 
from  the  high  consideration  I  have  for  the  bont>r 
and  dignity  of  my  country,  and  the  esteem  and 
veneration  I  entertain  for  the  character  of  that 
brave  and  meritorious  officer,  I  approach  this 
vote  with  a  due  solemnity. 

Sir,  the  Seminole  war,  which  has  made  sueh 
an  earthquake  in  this  House,  and  on  which  so 
much  eloquence  has  been  displayed,  and  against 
which  the  Constitution,  the  laws  of  our  own 
country,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  have  all  been 
arrayed,  so  inconsiderable  rn  the  beginning,  has 
become  as  magnified  as  to  end  in  this  House. 
Sir.  I  have  paid  a  due  attention  to  the  debates  on 
botn  sides  of  this  Question,  aad  with  much  satis- 
faction blire  heara  it  eiearly  proved  that  the  wfer 
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was  aaihorized  eootist^oily  with  the  Consiitu- 
tioa  and  Uws  of  our  couotry,  and  that  it  was 
promptly  and  eorreetl/  carried  oa  with  energy 
and  decision,  and  terminated  in  the  event  to  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States;  and  ail 
the  lucid  eiplanations  delivered  in  support  of  that 
war  have,  to  my  mind,  been  like  so  many  candles 
lighted  to  the  sun.  Truth  may  be  emoellished, 
but  cannot  be  changed.  The  necessity  and  ex- 
pediency of  that  expedition  always  appeared 
clear  as  the  light,  duly  authorized  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  proper  organ  of  Executive  power;  and 
in  the  prosecution  of  that  war  I  have  seen  noth- 
log  done  but  what  ought  to  be  done, and  nothing 
else  could  be  done  to  effect  the  purpose.  The 
nature  and  effects  of  savage  warfare  have  been 
ably  depicted  by  gentlemen  who  preceded  me; 
but,  as  truth  may  sometimes  be  twice  told,  I  will 

froceed  to  exemplify  some  of  its  horrors,  which 
not  only  know  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but 
mine  eye  hath  seen  it.  Savages  do  not  war  as 
civilized  nations,  by  formal  declaration.  No,  sir, 
they  come  ana  thief  in  the  night;  when  peace 
and  safety  cover  our  dwellings,  then  cometh  their 
dreadful,  secret  and  horrible  depredations,  when 
least  expected ;  the  instruments  of  death  are  in 
their  hands,  destruction  attends  their  footsteps, 
no  kind  messenger  to  give  us  the  watchword, 
no  intimation  of  their  approach ;  the  blow  is  struck 
before  it  is  known, 'and  darkness,  the  pavilion 
that  covers  their  deep  design,  and  ambush  secures 
them  from  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  where  neither 
age  nor  sex  is  spared ;  the  hoary  head,  the  spright- 
ly youth,  the  suckling  infant,  and  the  tender  and 
trembiinff  mother,  all  indiscriminately  fall  vic- 
tim! to  their  savage  fury ;  and  those  who  are  so 
unfortunate  as  to  come  within  their  grasp,  and 
made  prisoners,  are  often  reserved  for  a  death  more 
horrible  than  death  itself— for  the  burning  stake 
or  bloody  hatchet,  thesavage  yell  sounding  through 
the  forests,  and  desolation  and  destruction  on 
every  side.  Hear  the  words  of  a  great  man  on 
the  subject  of  savage  warfare :  "  Toe  darkness  of 
midnight  shall  glitter  with  the  blaze  of  your 
dwellings  and  the  war-whoop  shall  wake  the 
sleep  of  the  cradle."  Such  a  war  was  commenced 
by  the  Seminoles  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
unprovoked  and  unknown  to  us.  When  applica- 
tion was  made  by  the  Executive  of  that  State 
for  a  defensive  force  to  repel  the  enemy,  did  they 
then  request  the  President  to  consult  the  Consti- 
tution or  the  Sibyl  books  to  inquire  into  his  Ex- 
ecutive powers,  whether  he  could  send  an  army 
ta  their  relief?  No  such  reserve  in  any  of  their 
messages;  they  must  have  an  army,  they  must 
have  a  general;  it  was  then  Constitutional,  high- 
ly approved,  and  graciously  received ;  but  now, 
Mr.  Cbairma0|  when  their  battles  are  fought 
and  victory  gained,  peace  concluded  and  order 
and  tranquillity  restored — oh,  it  is  now  unconsti- 
tutional, and  their  voice  is  against  the  hand  that 
saved  them.  But  reverse  the  subject;  sometimes 
things  appear  most  true  and  best  proved  by  their 
opposite.  Suppose  the  President  had  hesitated, 
and  adopted  the  policy  gentlemen  so  strongly 
urge  on  this  floor, and  tola  the  people  »f  Georgia 


that  he  doubted  bis  BxecntiTe  powers,  aa&^t 
the  Constitution  did  not  authorize  him  to  md 
an  army  over  the  Spanish  line,  and  so  passed  If 
on  the  one  side ;  and  that  Qeneral  Jacfcmi,  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  advanced  to  the  ^Moish  lioe, 
had  also  hesitated,  and  said,  hitherto  I  i^,aad  do 
farther,  and  passed  by  on  the  other  side ;  what 
good  Samaritan  would  they  have  foaad  to  coa>e 
that  way  and  heal  the  wounds  of  their  bleediiig 
country  ?    I  fear  they  would  have  found  noae. 
What  would  have  been  then,  and  what  now,  the 
situation  of  the  people  of  Georgia?    For  aught 
we  know,  the  blood  of  the  defenceless  iahahi'rants 
might  be  yet  streaming,  and  the  Seminoles  en- 
camped in  battle  array  on  the  banks  of  ihe  Oco» 
ney.    But  the  President  chose  the  beitec  pari, 
and  acted  as  he  ought  to  have  done;  senioac 
army  under  the  command  of  a  General  whoie 
character  and  abilities  were  adapted  to  the  enter- 
prise— ever  active,  ever  fortunate — and  whatso- 
ever his  hand  found  to  do,  did  it  with  his  might. 

I  now  come  to  notice  that  iaiportaat  ptii  of 
the  inquiry,  the  execution  of  Arbuthnoiaad  Am- 
brister.  In  attempting  to  try  and  decide  on  the 
nature  of  that  transaction  by  general  roles  of 
national  law,  it  seems  to  be  forgotten  that  it  does 
not  admit  of  those  applications.  A  role,  there- 
fore, cannot  apply  to  the  subject  that  is  aot  ia 
existence.  These  men  had  abandoned  their  own 
Government,  and  had  attached  themselves  to  the 
tribes  of  hostile  Indians,  and  hcconae  one  with 
them  by  adoption,  and  renounced  their  allegiance 
to  any  other  Power.  On  this  ground  theUw  of 
nations  cannot  reach  them,  nor  enabcace  their 
case;  they  were  emissaries  and  apies  in  civil 
dress,  giving  counsel,  supplies,  and  directions^  to 
an  enemy  against  a  people  with  whom  they  thea^ 
selves  professed  peace ;  and  when  taken  in  arau^ 
and  within  the  limits  of  the  enemy's  country, 
were  subject  to  the  rules  of  Indian  warfare,  which 
was  to  suffer  death  at  discretion;  and  as  they 
earned  their  death,  so  ther  got  their  reward,  as 
wages  of  their  iniquity.  I  trust,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  put  as  high  a  value  on  the  life  of  a  man  as  any 
gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  this  snbject,  and 
believe  there  are  but  few  crimes  for  which  death 
ought  to  be  inflicted;  but,  to  spare  ail  indjserria- 
inately  would  be  no  governmenLand  compasstoa 
might  then  become  a  crime.  We  might  spare 
when  we  ought  to  punish.  Rewards  Md  pan- 
ishments  are  founded  on  both  divine  and  moral 
precepu.  If  a  man  can  forfeit  his  lift  by  any 
overt  act,  and  place  himself  Eeyoad  the  reach  of 
human  commiseration,  it  is  by  apastauxing  Ccom 
civil  government,  and  uniting  with  savagesagaiasc 
a  civilized  people,  which  is  evidently  the  aitoa- 
tion  in  which  these  men  were  fonno.  U  motf 
be  believed  that  General  Jackson  had  a  better  sad 
more  competent  knowledge  of  their  offence,  sad 
enormity  of  their  crime,  and  the  mode  of  trul 
for  their  punishment,  than  any  in  this  Hosse, 
being  both  a  legal  as  well  as  a  military  char- 
acter. 

Sir,  I  regret  I  am  necessarily  bound  to  vole  oa 
this  question  ;  I  do  it  very  unwillingly,  «inder  a 
conviction  that  this  House  is  not  the  proper  txi- 
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banal  to  ioqvire  into  these  fBCtfl,  and  that  we  hare 
no  legitimate  power  to  legislate  on  the  eondaet 
of  General  Jackson,  and  that  we  are  treading  on 
BzecQtive  groood ;  and  let  us  beware  that,  while 
we  are  meditating  a  blow  at  the  (General's  heel, 
it  maf  not  recoil  on  oar  own  heads,  b)r  acting  on 
this  question  in  onr  legisiatire  capacttjr*  M  he 
has  transcended  his  powers,  and  violated  the 
ConstiiQtion,  which  is  so  vehemently  nrged  on 
this  floor,  he  is  amenable  to  the  President,  and 
the  President  responsible  to  this  House  for  anj 
Yiolatton  of  the  Constitotion,  done  under  his 
mathority,  and  to  try  and  punish  his  officer  by 
court  martial.  We  cannot  make  the  servant 
greater  than  bis  lord,  by  trying  General  Jtckson, 
and  leaving  the  President  out  of  the  question. 
This  ground  has  been  taken,  and  ably  sustained, 
by  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Saw- 
TBR,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Stbotbbr,)  who  preceded  me. 

1  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  remarks 
of  gentlemen  in  the  opposition.  The  honorable 
Speaker,  in  his  able  and  eloquent  address  to  the 
House  the  other  day,  although  he  spoke  on  a 
military  subject,  so  happily  combinea  his  style 
aa  to  lead  us  through  a  delightful  scenery-* 
through  stately  groves,  flowery  fields,  dewy 
lawns,and  verdant  meads — throuffhoutthermons 
of  France,  Italy,  Greece,  and  Rome — and  has 
given  us  a  specific  view  of  the  rise  and  fall  of 
empires  and  kingdoms,  and  of  all  the  usurpa* 
ttons  both  in  the  old  and  new  world,  from  the 
days  of  Jolias  Cssar  down  to  Bonaparte  of  mod- 
ern times,  and  seemed  to  warn  us  of  the  least 
approach  of  military  power;  but,  as  the  sun  maj 
sometimes  pass  under  a  cloud,  for  once  in  his 
life  he  may  have  mistaken  his  way.  He  has  not 
been  so  happy  and  fortunate  in  his  reference  to 
Csesar's  crossing  the  Rubicon,  in  allusion  to 
General  Jackson's  crossing  the  Spanish  line,  so 
far  as  I  recollect  the  history  of  that  event.  Csb- 
sar  was  Generalissimo  of  the  Roman  army  in 
Cisalpine  Gaul,  the  first  citizen  and  highest  mil- 
itary character  in  the  Republic ;  the  Rubicon,  a 
river  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  where,  on  the  tide 
next  to  Rome,  none  was  permitted  to  appear  in 
arms.  When  Cesar  meditated  the  usurpation  of 
the  Empire,  he  advanced  with  his  army  to  the 
banks  of  that  river.  He  arranged  his  troops, 
made  a  solemn  pause,  and  expressed  language  to 
this  effect :  that,  if  Justice  was  to  be  violated, 
and  the  rights  of  man  sacrificed,  it  ought  to  be 
for  the  love  of  glory,  and  the  sake  of  reigning, 
and  so  passed  over  the  Rubicon,  and  led  his 
army  towards  Rome;  and  did,  in  the  event,  effect 
the  downfall  of  the  Republic,  usurped  the  Em- 
pire, and  could  not  be  retrained  by  the  hand  of 
Brutus.  If  the  honorable  Speaker  made  this 
allusion  to  General  Jackson's  crossing  the  Span- 
ish hne^  it  will  not  bear  him  out.  General  Jack- 
son crossed  the  Spanish  line,  and  marched  his 
army  into  Florida,  not  to  subvert,  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  preserve  and  secure  the  interests  and  lib- 
erties of  his  country ;  he  did  not  enter  as  a  mili- 
tary adventurer  for  glory  and  conquest;  he  did 
not  declare  himself  Generalissimo  of  the  Spanish 


provinces,  and  erect  his  standard,  as  a  trophy  of 
victory,  (as  did  the  conqueror  of  Italy.)  No^ 
sir,  he  took  possession  of  these  posts  as  a  pledge 
for  their  good  behaviour,  and  to  search  into  tha 
causes  of  the  war,  and  to  brina  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, as  a  consequence,  to  the  enfeebled  citi- 
zens of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  which  he  did  in 
effect,  and  to  teach  the  world  that  abandoned 
characters  of  any  nation  should  find  no  asylum 
among  our  Indian  tWbes,  and  then  submitted  his 
military  operations  to  the  legitimate  authorities 
of  his  country. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  in  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  gravely 
washed  his  hands  from  the  blood  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister ;  but  had  these  men  been  spared, 
could  he,  with  the  same  solemnity,  have  washed 
his  hands  free  from  the  blood  of  those  three  hun- 
dred ipnoceats  that  were  massacred  by  the  boa- 
tile  Indians,  excited  and  under  the  influence  of 
these  miscreants;  or  could  he,  with  those  pure 
hands,  restore  the  scalps,  and  place  them  upon 
the  heads  of  those  from  whom  they  were  taken  ? 
He  cannot.  Gentlemen,  with  hiah  feeling,  seem 
to  exercise  great  sympathy  and  benevolence  to-* 
ward  the  tribes  of  the  forest,  and  consider  them 
as  children  of  our  care,  and  that  we  are  morally 
to  treat  them,  and  such  foreigners  as  reside 
among  them,  as  civilized  people^  and  to  respect 
their  prejudices  and  their  religion.  This  is  a 
theory  not  practicable.  We  cannot,  with  safety, 
adopt  that  policy,  and  extend  charity  so  as  to 
embrace  misguided  Indians—much  less  to  those 
who  are  so  abandoned  as  to  come  and  incorpo^ 
rate  themselves  in  their  nation,  and  reside  among 
them.  Sir,  charity  is  tha  radical  virtue  of  the 
human  character,  but  must  or  ought  to  begin  at 
home.  Let  us  respect  ourselves,  and  provide  for 
our  own  household;  secure  and  preserve  the 
rights  and  liberties  that  belong  to  us  as  a  nation; 
and,  by  a  firm  and  judicious  policy,  instruct  foh* 
eign  nations  to  respect  us,  and  then  extend  our 
charity  to  others. 

I  have  always  entertained  a  high  sease  of  the 
merit  of  military  men  who  have  given  their  aid 
to  rescue  their  country  from  oppression,  and  to 
secure  the  rights  and  liberties  or  mankind ;  their 
reputation  is  dearly  earned;  they  have  to  en- 
counter the  extremes  of  every  climate,  the  in- 
clemency of  every  season,  and  all  the  confiieta  of 
a  military  life,  and  deaths  and  dangers  await 
them  at  every  post ;  while  we,  who  are  here,  are 
gaining  the  plaudits  of  our  country,  on  a  political 
eminence,  as  legislators,  with  good  accommoda- 
tions, and  faring  sumptuously  every  day ;  they 
would  be  cheered  by  a  crumb  from  our  tablea 
while  suffering  and  fighting  the  battles  of  oar 
country.  Sir,  I  am  not  among  those  who  pay 
an  unlimited  devotion  to  any  man's  rank  or  char- 
acter, abstractly,  or  because  he  is  so ;  but  it  ia 
my  pride,  and  I  ever  feel  it  a  grateful  and  pleas- 
ant duty  to  pay  my  tribute  of  respect  to  every 
faithful  servant  of  his  country,  whether  in  the 
cabinet  or  the  field,  or  in  any  condition  of  life* 
General  Jackson  to  me  is  personally  unknown^ 
but  I  eahnot  be  miataken  in  giving  my  support 
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to  a  man  wbo  hat  readered  saeh  emiaeDt 
rkes  to  bis  country ;  who  has  foogbt  oar  battles, 
gained  our  Tietories,  and  restored  peace  and  tran* 
qailiity  to  onr  Southern  frontier.  I  trust,  on  this 
question,  we  will  pay  a  due  regard  to  public  feel- 
ing, and  do  justice  to  him  who  bas  done  so  much 
for  us,  and  declare  to  this  nation,  and  to  the 
world,  that  General  Jackson  well  deserres  the 
gratitude  of  his  country. 

~  ]r.  RhuAi  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the  House 

roBows: 

The  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Brit- 
ain terminated  the  war  of  the  Rerolution  by  the 
defittitire  Treaty  of  Peace  made  at  Paris.  The 
nations  and  tribes  of  Indians,  orer  whom  British 
influence  preTailed,  were  allies  of  Great  Britain 
in  that  war,  and  perpetrated  barbarous  cruel- 
ties. Desolation,  burning,  and  murder,  attended 
their  morements—their  paths  were  stained  with 
blood'— the  tomahawk  and  scalping  snifa  spared 
neither  age  nor  sex— a  price  was  paid  for  scalps, 
from  the  mangled  heads  of  men.  women^  and 
children,  and  triumphed  OTer  by  the  enemies  of 
the  people  contending  for  liberty. 

The  United  Sutes  of  America,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
made  articles  of  agreemeat  and  confederation  with 
the  Delaware  nation  of  Indians — that  treaty  pro- 
vided for  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  through 
all  generations^-^the  territorial  rights  or  that  na- 
tion were  amply  provided  for.  The  Dciawares 
were  the  first  w)th  whom  the  United  States 
treated,  and  were  pre-eminently  honored ;  and  it 
eeems,  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty,  that,  in 
chat  year,  it  was  contemplated  to  institute  an  In- 
dian Stale,  with  the  Delawarea  at  iu  head,  with 
•  fight  to  a  representation  in  Congress.  The 
wandering  life  and  habits  of  the  Indians  frustrated 
that  benevolent  plan.  The  esperienee  of  Indian 
disposition  manifestt  the  impracticability  of  a 
ooaflederac^  of  that  nntnre.  It  afipeara,  by  a 
separate  article  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Wy- 
andot, Delaware,  Chippewa,  and  Ottawa  nations, 
that  the  Delawares  were  not  able  to  resist  British 
influence— they  fell  off*.  Three  chiefs,  Kehla- 
mond,  Henffue  Pashees,  and  Wfcooalind,  only, 
with  their  families,  continued  to  hold  the  chain 
of  friendship  with  the  United  States. 

The  war  of  the  Revolution  ended ;  the  terri- 
torinl  limits  of  the  United  States  were  deflaed ; 
the  nations  of  Indians,  allies  of  Great  Briuin  in 
the  war,  were  not  protected  or  covered  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ;  mj  were  left  to  the  hnmaaiiy 
and  mercy  of  the  United  States.  Hence  it  is  in- 
ferred, that  all  right  whatever  to  lands  claimed 
bv  Indian  nations,  wbo  wereallies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  time  of  the  war,  and  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  were  void  and  ceased 
So  be. 

The  United  Stateisin  the  year  1784,  bf  treaty, 

Kve  peace  and  protection  to  the  Senacas,  Mo- 
wks,  Onandagas,  and  Cayujgas.    The  Oneidas 
and  Tusearoras  were  secured  m  possession  of  the 
lands  they  lived  on,  and  the  beondaries  of  the 
BiK  Nations  were  fixed. 
The  United  Statea,  by  treaties  made  in  the  year 


1786,  gave  peace  and  protection  to  cIm  Wyanki, 
Delaware,  Chippewa*  and  Ottawa  nations  of  Is- 
diaas,and  to  the  Cnerokee  nation— «nd  tkm 
nations  acknowledged  themselves  under  the  ^ 
tection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  aadif 
no  other  sovereign  whatever.  Lands  were  nUot- 
ted  to  them,  respectively,  to  live  and  hnnt  on. 

The  United  Sutes,  in  the  year  1786^  by  trcatin, 
gave  peace  and  protection  to  the  Choetawi  Chick- 
asaw  aad  Sbawaaee  nations  of  Indanua,  respect* 
ively,  and  they  acknowledced  theonelves  tok 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  8inie%  and  as 
other  sovereign  whatever.  Laada^im  aJlotfed 
to  them  to  live  and  hnnt  on. 

The  United  States  of  America,  in  the  year 
1790,  OMde  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  oC  In- 
dians. The  first  article  provides,  that  there  sVmU 
be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between  all  the 
citizens  of  ^he  United  States  of  America,  and  all 
the  individuals,  towns,  and  tribeS|  of  the  uf^per, 
middle,  and  lower  Creeks,  and  Seninoki^  eom- 
posini^  the  Creek  nation.  By  the  second  amcle, 
the  kings,  chiefs,  and  warriors,  for  thcmsdve 
and  all  parts  of  the  Creek  nntion  within  the  lim- 
itsof  the  United  States,  acknowledged  themsdvei. 
and  all  parts  of  the  Creek  nation,  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  of  no  other 
sovereign  whatever*  A  boundary  line  was  desig- 
nated, aad  the  lands  allotted  were  gaaaatifd  to 
them  to  live  and  hunt  on.  The  eecond  article  of 
the  treaty  manifests  that  the  Creek  natioa  had 
been  hostile  to  the  United  Sutes.  Two  other 
treaties  were  made  with  the  Greek  imiion ;  one 
in  1802,  the  other  in  1606,  wiiereby  nmpls  pio- 
Vision  was  made  for  their  conafort  nn4  to  promote 
their  civilization.  Great  Britain,  by  the  Treety 
of  Peace,  acknowledged  the  United  States  to  be 
free,  soveteign,  and  ind«pondent  \  thnt  he  uealed 
with  them  as  such,  and  tor  hiuMalf^  hia  heiisaad 
snocemons  relinqoished  ail  claima  to  the  gov- 
ernment, proprietary,  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same^  and  every  part  thereof.  The  United  Siaiec 
of  America,  by  that  treaty,  became  the  acknowl- 
edged sovereign  oii  and  over,  all  thte  teniiories 
within  the  bouadaries  designated  by  that  trmxy. 
agreeably  to  the  priaciples  of  the  oonledemiioB. 
The  nations  and  tribes  of  Indians,  allies  of  Grant 
Britain,  and  enemies  to  the  United  States  io  the 
Revolutionary  war,  not  covered  and  protected  by 
the  Trcnty  of  Peace,  no  longer  letainodaav  right 
or  claim  lo  lands  within  the  lioaiu  of  the  United 
States;  all  their  righu  aad  claim  to  land  therein 
became  void,  and  ceased  to  be.  the  Dtlawnie  na- 
tion not  excepted. 

The  United  Slates,  said  Mr*  B.,  pmceeding  os 
this  principle,  made,  after  the  Trcnty  of  Peace 
with  Great  Britain,  treaties  with  the  several  na- 
tions aad  tribes  of  Indians  within  their  territoriti 
limits  \  and  ^ave  peace  to,  and  received  them  isio 
their  nrotection,  and  these  nations  nnd  tribes  se- 
koowledged  themselves  vnder  the  protectioacf 
the  UniUd  States  of  America,  and  of  no  other 
sovereign  whatever.  The  United  State*  allotted 
lands  to  them  to  live  and  hunt  on. 

The  treaty  of  Holston  was  aftade  with  the 
Cherokee  aation  of  Indians,  in  the  year  1781,  and 
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that  iMCioQ  again  aeknowledstd  theonclfM  to  be 
aiid«r  Ibe  proteetioa  of  the  Uoited  States,  and  of 
no  other  sorereign  wbateyer. 

The  Creek  natioo,  soon  after  the  treaty  of  17Q0, 
began  to  manifest  a  disposition  hostile  to  tae  people 
of  the  United  States  liring  on  the  sonthwestem 
frontier.  That  disposition  was  known  to  ha^e 
been  excited  bj  foreign  emissariqi  indueing  the 
Indians  to  believe  that  the  United  States  had 
wrongfully  taken  land  from  them.  In  the  year 
1792,  the  Creeks  began  their  ravages  on  the  fron- 
tier, and  nordered  sereral  persoos.  A  laj^e  body 
of  them,  aided  by  a  eodsiderable  reinforcement 
of  Cherokees.  crossed  Tennessee  river,  marched 
to  the  Comberland  settlements,  attacked  Bncha- 
nan's  fori  there,  and,  being  repulsed  with  great 
loes,  retnrned,  after  having  committed  defla- 
tions and  murdeiSp  conformably  to  their  nsoal 
manner.  The  Indians  continned  the  war  on  the 
frontier  of  the  Sonthwestem  territory,  nntil  ano- 
ther tteaty  was  made  -with  the  Cherokees,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  year  17G4.  The  articles  of 
which  were  stipalaiea  to  be  considered  as  perma- 
nent addilioas  to  the  treaty  of  Holsion. 

In  the  year  1705,  a  treaty  of  amity,  friendship, 
limits,  add  navigation,  was  made  between  the 
United  Slates  of  America  and  Spain;  and  after- 
wards, in  the  year  1796,  another  treaty  was  made 
at  Coiemin,  in  Qeorgta,  with  the  Creek  nation » and 
by  it,  the  treaty  of  1790  is  declared  to  be  obliga- 
tory on  the  cimtracting  parties,  except  as  profiled 
for  by  the  treaty  of  Colerain.  So  ended  that 
war  with  th«  Creek  Indians  and  Cherokees. 

A  'Variety  of  cireomstances  mantfested  that, 
in  the  lime  of  the  Revolotlonary  war,  fre^oeat 
Gommnoications  had  been,  between  the  northern 
and  southern  nations  of  Indians ;  and  that  their 
hostiikies,  by  certain  excitements,  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  operated  to  the  same 
object,  namely :  the  depression  of  the  people  of 
ihis  nation.  That,  also,  said  Mr.  R.,  appears  to 
have  operated  in  the  time  of  the  war,  I  have  been 
speaking  of;  during  that  war  a  powerfol  eonfed- 
eraey  of  Indian  nations  carried  on  a  destmctive 
war  against  the  United  States  on  the  North  west- 
ern froater.  The  British  Government  retained 
the  Northwestern  posts,  and  erected  and  ^r- 
risooed  another  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  The  Indians  carried  on- the  war  in  their 
Qsnal  savage  manner  $  morderiag,  scalping,  and 
destroying.  Gfeneral  Harmar  was  sent  with  a 
body  of  forces  agaiast  them,  bnt  did  not  prevail. 
General  St.  Ctatr,  with  a  larger  body  of  troop, 
was  ordered  agaiast  ihem ;  ho  was  defeated-  with 
great  loss.  Gfeoeral  Wayne  was  nhimately  sen t 
agaiast  them  with  a  aaore  nomevens  army;  and 
he  defeated  the  ladtaae.  The  treaty  of  amity, 
oommerce.  and  navigation,  between  the  Uoited 
Stated  and  Great  Britain,  was  made  in  Novem-i 
ber,  1794,  by  which  Great  Britain  siipolal^d  to 
sttrrender  the  Northwestern  posts.  In  Aqgoet| 
1795,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  made  at  Ghreenvilie, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Wyandotsj 
Ma  wwres/Sbawanees,  Onawas,  Chippewas,  Pat^ 
awaiimies.  iiiamis,  Bel  Rivers,  Weas,Kiakai 
poos,  Piankeehaw^  and  Saskaskiae^^ndao  ended 


that  Indian  war ;  bnt  not  antil  a  treaty  had  been 
made  with  Great  Britain.  I  take  notion  of  these 
past  events  first,  said  Mr^  R.  that  the  connexion 
of  the  Indian  war  operations  of  the  several  Indian 
nations,  and  the  influence  of  foreign  agency,  aaaj ' 
be  observed,  that  the  exciting  causes  be  consio* 
ered,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  the  Indian  character  may  be 
understood. 

The  northern  and  southern  nations  of  Indiana 
engaged  in  the  wars  on  the  northwest  and  south- 
west frontiers,  which,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  have  been 
speaking  of,  had,  in  and  by  the  first  treaties  made 
with  them,  respectively,  after  the  Revoloiionafy 
war,  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
of  no  other  sovereign  whatever.  In  makins  and 
carrying  on  war  against  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  renonnoed  and  abandoned  that  pro* 
teetlon;  they  violated  the  treaties  they  had  nuUle 
with  the  United  States,  and  put  themselves  ont 
of  their  protection;  the  forfeiture  might  have 
been  taken  against  them;  hot  humanity,  thocon- 
sidefatioo  of  their  ignorance  of  the  obligatioas  of 
social  compact  and  morality)  and  compassion  for 
theirmiserable  condition,  prevailed ;  and,  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  the  seveial  treaties  alluded  to 
were  made  with  them,  and  various  other  treaties, 
previous  to  the  year  1811. 

The  Indian-*-rude,  wild,  aad  savage^ignovant 
of  the  principles  of  morality,  of  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
Gk>d-^is  prone  to  superstition,  to  Unaticism,  and 
Co  a  vain  desire  of  knowinn  future  events,  not 
within  the  view  of  man.  In  the  year  1807  an 
Indian  chief  of  the  Shawanee  nation,  who  has 
been  named  the  Prophet,  excited  by  foreign  eov- 
roption,  is  said  to  have  began  to  propagate  his 
delusions  among  the  northern  Indian  aatioaa; 
and,  of  them,  to  form  a  stronc  confederacy  against 
the  United  States.  The  influence  of  that  Indian 
chief  increased  in  that  and  succeeding  years. 
Large  quantities  of  goods  were  delivered  to  the 
Indians  by  British  agents;  and  British  emissaries 
excited  them  to  war.  insinuating  that  they  would 
now  be  aided  by  tneir  great  taiher  in  driving 
back  the  Americans  and  recovering  the  landsthe 
Americans  had  taken  from  them.  The  United 
Slates  were  paying  large  annual  subsidies  to  the 
Indian  nations;  bnt  the  influence  of  British  cor- 
rupt agents,  the  distribution  of  goods,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  aad  the  declarations  of  the  Indian 
ftmatical  prophets,  prevailed  against  the  peace  of 
the  Indians.  In  the  year  1811,  a  confederacy  of 
Indian  nations  was  formed ;  and,  in  the  month  of 
November  of  that  year,  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe 
wns  fought,  in  which  tne  American  army  dsleal- 
ed  the  deluded,  hostile  Indians. 

In  the  month  df  June,  181S,  the  Conffreea  of 
the  United  States  passed  an- act  dedaring  that 
war  be,  and  did  exist,  between  the  United  King- 
doms of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  United 
Slates  of  America.  The  promulgation  of  that 
act  excited  more  strennoas  efforts  of  British 
agentaand  emissaries  to  inetigata  the  Indians  to 
oontinae  the  war. 
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la  the  month  of  Augast,  1811,  the  Shawaaee 
chief,  Teeamseh,  brother  to  the  fanatic  prophet, 
passed  down  the  Wabash  river  with  a  party  of 
about  six  Sbawaoees,  sis  Kickapoos,  aad  «iz  of 
tome  tribe  far  to  the  northwest,  as  ther  said,  the 
name  of  which  tbey  refused  to  tell,  on  his  way  to 
the  Creek  naiiop.  The  object  of  his  visit  could 
not  be  mistaken— to  excite  the  Creek  and  other 
southern  nations  of  Indians  to  war  against  the 
United  States^  was  his  object.  Indian  fanatic 
prophets  increased  in  the  northern  Indian  nations. 
The  Creek  Indians  had,  soon  after  the  visit  of 
Tecumseb,  their  fanatic  prophets  also,  inciting 
them  to  war,  of  whom  Hillis  Hajo,  or  Francis, 
appears  to  have  been  one.  Strong  suspicion  u 
attached  to  six  of  the  persons  accompanying 
Tecumseh  on  his  Tisit  to  the  Creeks;  they  would 
not  leli  to  what  tribe  they  belonged.  *  Who  they 
were  has  not  been  perfectly  ascertained.  The 
effects  of  the  visit  of  Tecumseh  to  the  Creek  na- 
tion soon  became  appsrenL  An  infuriated  fa- 
naticism was  propagated  among  them ;  they  were 
taught  to  belicTe  themselves  invincible.  The 
greatest  part  of  them  were  hostile:  they  prepared 
for  war,  and  soon  after  began  their  ravages  on 
the  frontier.  They  attacked  Fort  Mimms,  took 
it,  and  massacred  almost  all  the  people  who  were 
in  it.    War  with  the  Creek  nation  was  inevitable. 

The  Executive  of  the  United  States  had  or- 
dered fifteen  hundred  men  from  Gieorgia,  and  as 
many  from  Tennessee,  to  be  called  out  in  defence 
of  the  frontier.  The  fifteen  hundred  men  from 
Tennessee  were  not  raised  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Qeneral  Assemblv  of  that  State.  That 
General  Assembly  convened  at  Nashville  in  Sep- 
tember. 1813.  The  destruction  at  Fort  Mimms 
and  other  ravages  of  the  savages  were  known ; 
and  it  was  understood  that  a  large  force  of  them 
was  preparing  to  attack  the  frontier  settlements. 
The  time  was  precious,  the.  danger  was  immi- 
nent, and  did  not  admit  of  delay.  The  Southern 
frontier  of  Tennessee,*  including  Madison  county, 
is  about  four  hundred  miles  long,  without  any 
fort  or  place  of  strength,  and  liable  to  the  incur- 
sion of  the  savage.  A  partial  success  of  the  hos- 
tile Indians  would  have  added  to  their  force  a 
lar^ e  number  of  warriors  from  the  neighboring 
nations  of  Indians.  The  Qeneral  Assembly  of 
Tennessee,  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  ol  the 
United  States  of  America,  immediately  enacted 
a  law  to  raise  and  complete,  with  the  fifteen 
hundred  men  previously  ordered,  an  efiective 
force  of  five  thousand  men ;  and  also  a  law  to 
raise  and  appropriate  $300,000,  to  pay  and  sop- 
poirt  the  troops  while  in  service.  That  army  was 
raised  wjth  all  possible  despatch.  General  Jack- 
son, who  was  Migor  Geneml  of  militia  in  Ten- 
nessee, took  the  command.  To  prevent  the  rav- 
ages of  the  Indians  on  theirontiers,  the  troops 
poured  out  from  Tennessee;  and,  expecting  soon 
to  meet  the  enemy  and  fioish  the  war,  they 
crossed  Tennessee  river,  and  commenced  oper- 
ations on  the  frontiers  of  the  Creek  nation.  The 
war  was  carried  on  with  various  success — sev- 
eral battles  were  foughu  The  General  with  his 
intrepid  troops  approached  the  strong  fortifica- 


tions of  the  enemy  at  the  Hoitc  Shoe.  He «. 
dered  an  assault ;  the  fortification  wts  stornd', 
the  battle  raged,  hand  to  hsad,  witfaiD  tbe  f«ri; 
and  ceased  with  the  destraetion  of  oeirlyiilik 
Indian  warriors  in  the '  fort  Gcocnl  Jackm 
afterwards  marched,  with  part  of  hisiroo|s,ui 
the  Hickory  Ground  ;  and  toere,  meetiagvitkt 
large  body  of  |roops  from  Georgia,  he  left  (Ik 
country  in  their  possession,  sad  Rtaroed  villi 
his  army  to  Tennessee.  The  jmceedings  of 
General  Jackson  with  the  army  osder  iui  cos- 
mand,  against  the  hostile  Creeki,  wereipprored, 
and  the  State  of  Tenncasee  wastdiered,  6jr  (Ac 
General  Government,  from  pafnestofibeex* 
pense.  The  hostile  Creek  loditntvere  bealeo, 
but  the  war  was  not  finished,  li  ihisvu  ike 
Cherokee  Indians  aided  miast  the  Creeks,  i^ 
did  good  service.  Soon  auer  bis  retonfrom  ikt 
Creek  nation.  General  Jackson  wu  tppoioied  i 
Brigadier  General,  with  brevet  of  Major  Geoe- 
ral;  that  was  soon  followed  by  being  ipfoiDted 
a  Major  General  in  the  armies  of  (be  Ottittd 
States.  The  Creek  Indians  viiked  for  peice; 
General  Jackson  was  appointed  eoounuiioBeru 
treat  with  them  ;  and,  in  the  moolh  of  Aogoit, 
1814,  he  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  a- 
tion.'  Hillis  Hajo,  or  Francis,  tbe  iastucmlMi, 
and  some  more  chiefs  of  that  aatioo,  did  oot  it- 
tend  the  making  of  that  trcatjp ;  thef ,  vitkodiffi 
of  the  hostile  Creeks,  retired  toirards  Floridt 
from  whence  to  carry  on  the  war  agiiutuie 
people  of  the  United  States. 

The  Seminoles,  a  part  of  tbe  Creek  DiUofi| 
were  party  to  the  treaty  of  1790;  and  DirM 
Francis,  alias  Meemagechee,  sppean  to  m 
signed  it.  The  Seminoles  had  sck&ovMfK 
themselves  under  the  proteeUoa  of  (he  Udjw 
States,,  and  of  no  other  sovereign  wbiterer. 
Lands,  in  common  withotber  tribes  of  (beCftet 
nation,  were  allotted  to  them.  Other  i^'J?^ 
has  been  observed,  were  made  with  the  Greet 
nation ;  one  as  late  as  November,  ia05,aodnu- 
fied  in  June  following.  Of  the  beDefiusiinaujn 
for  in  these  treaties,  the  SemiDoleMitrtici|ii«i' 
In  all  disputes  or  wars  between  tbe  Uaited  Stata 
and  foreign  Powers,  the  Indisa  ostiow  vko  ua 
acknowledged  themselves  under  the  V^^r, 
of  the  United  States  ought  to  hare  tf^^ 
neutral.    They,  suffered  tbemaelres  to  ^ij»a« 

the  willing  instrumenu  of  war  acaiaft  it^^" 
ted  States,  by  the  persuasioa  of  ^^.Z^ 
foreign  nations,  who  trafficked  io  ^"^"^ 
goods  were  poison,  whose  friendihip  J^ .  q 
struction.  In  a  letter  from  Goiemot  Mwcaw 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  September,  181i,  he  \x^^ 
that  the  Governor  of  AugusUne  has  hidsu&e^' 
influence  with  the  Indians  residiog  iB/,f;^ 
called  the  Seminoles,  to  induce  ikco^^^'' LT 
the  defenceless  settlers  on  the  St.  Ma*  f "".j 
Marys.  On  the  St.  Johns  thev  ^^^^TZ 
scalped  eight  or  ten  persons;  and  on  ^^r^^ 
side  of  St!  Marys,  tTey  had  killed  wi  ««^ 
one  and  wounded  two  more.  Colone*  ^p' 
a  letter  dated  September  J»,18U,w/;j'^^^^^ 
ernor  Mitchell  tha^  on  the  I2ih  of  «baj  0»^"; 
the  escort  with  the  proviaion  wsgtuif,  ^^"^ 
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nitDd  of  Capiain  Williams,  was  a:tCaoked  by  a 
party  of  lodiaDs  and  negroee,  to  the  number  of 
fifty  or  sixty,  from  St.  Aagustine.  Captaia 
Williams's  commaod  consisted  of  a  non-commts- 
aioned  officer  and  nineteen  privates,  be»des  dri- 
vers. The  wagons  were  lost ;  both  the  officers 
and  six  prirates  woanded,  Captain  Williams 
mortaliv,  the  non-commissioned  officer  killed. 
Colonel  Williams,  in  December,  in  that  year, 
marched  with  a  volunteer  corps  from  Tennessee 
to  aid  in  defending  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  from 
Ihe  incursions  of  the  Seminole  Indians.  About 
that  time,  the  movement  of  the  Creek  Indians^ 
incited  to  war  by  their  fanatics,  was  extensive. 
They  would  have  war,  and  war  came  u|>on  them ; 
they  put  themselves  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
United  States,  by  making  war  against  them ;  and, 
by  80  doing,  all  the  hostile  Creeu  and  Seminoles 
who  refused  to  agree  to  the  treaty  of  August. 
1824,  made  themselves  outlaws ;  Hillia  Ha^o  and 
Hemathlemico,  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  being 
of  that  number. 

In  August,  1814,  a  British  force  took  possession 
of  Pensacola  and  the  Fortof  Barancas.  A  Colo- 
nel NichoUs  commanded  the  land  force,  part  of 
which  was  a  corps  of  colonial  marines,  in  which 
George  Woodbine  was  a  Captain  and  Robert  C. 
Ambrister  a  Lieutenant.  On  the  2Qth  of  Au- 
gust, in  that  year,  and  about  twenty  days  after 
the  date  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Creek  na- 
tion at  Fort  Jackson,  Colonel  Nieholls^  who,  it 
is  presumed,  had  a  knowledge  of  that  treaty, 
issued  his  proclamation  from  Pensacola,  inviting 
persons  of  every  description  to  join  and  aid  him 
to  abolish  (as  he  said)  American  usurpation  in 
the   country,  and  to  put  the  lawful  owners  in 

{possession ;  stating  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  a 
arg:e  body  of  Indians,  well  armed,  disciplined, 
ana  commanded  by  British  officers.    On  the  31st 
of  that  month  he  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lafiue, 
informing  him  that  he  had  arrived  in  the  Fiori- 
das  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  the  only  enemy 
Great  Britain  had  in  the  world.    He  continued 
not   long  at  Pensacola  and  Barancas.    General 
Jackson,  having,  on  the  9th  of  that  month,  con- 
cluded the  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  and  approached 
PeDstacola  with  an  American  iorce,  compelled 
the  invading  Biitish  to  evacuate  Pensacola,  and 
to  abandon  the  Barancas,  after  having  blown  up 
the    fortifications.    After  thati  Genend  Jackson 
retired  with  the  army  under  his  command  from 
Pensacola,  and  hastened  to  New  Orleans  to  resist 
the  British  at  that  place.    Colonel  Nieholls, after 
having  been  driven  from  Pensacola  and  Baran- 
cas, moved  to  Appalachicola,  and  erected  his  fort 
for  the  reception  of  hostile  Indians  and  negroes, 
from  whence  he  might  sally  out,  with  his  motley 
erewr   of  black,  white,  and  red  combatants,  and 
annoy    the  defenceleas  frontiers  of  the  United 
Bcatea. 

Colonel  NichoUs  retained  his  post  at  Appala- 
zhicolm  several  months  after  the  ratification  of  the 


Britain  had  put  an  end  to  his  operations  at  his 
fort,  or  to  his  negotiation  with  the  Indians  against 
the  United  States;  that  he  enclosed  a  copy  of 
part  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
suting  that  the  Indians  had  accepted  and  signed 
it,  and  requested  Colonel  Hawkins  to  understand 
their  territories  to  be  as  thev  stood  in  1811 ;  that 
they  had  signed  a  treaty  of  offensive  and  defen* 
sive  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  as  also  one  of 
commerce  atid  navigation;  that  he  was  desired 
by  the  Indian  chiefs  to  say.  to  Colonel  Hawkins, 
that  they  do  not  find  that  bis  citizens  were  evac- 
uating their  lands,  according  to  the  9(h  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  that  they  were  fresh 
provisioning  the  forts.  By  a  letter  from  General 
Gaines*  of  the  29d  May,  1815,  it  appears  that 
Colonel  Nieholls  was  then  at  Appalachicota, 
with  about  900  Indians  and  460  negroes,  under 
arms.  Hillis  Hajo,  or  Francis,  and  other  chiefs 
of  the  Creek  nation,  with  others  who  did  not  at* 
tend  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  who  con- 
tinued hostile,  are  presumed  to  be  of  that  party, 
and,  with  Colonel  Nieholls,  excitiag  to  continue 
the  war. 

AfUr  having  instigated  the  Indians  to  continue 
the  war,  by  inducing  them  to  believe  that,  by  the 
ninth  artiole  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  they  were 
entitled  to  repossess  the  territory,  as  in  1811 ;  and 
having  furnished  them  with  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition  to  carry  on  the  war,  CoKh 
nel  Nieholls  departed  for  Great  Britain,  taking 
with  him  Hillis  Hajo,  the  fanatic,  and  an  addresa 
from  hostile  chiefs  to  the  King  of  Borland.  It 
appears  by  a  letter  of  Colon^  Hawkins,  of  the 
28ih.of  May,  1815, and  by  the  letters  of  General 
Gaines,  of  the  month  of  December,  1817,  and  of 
January,  1818,  that  hostilities  were  continued  by 
the  Indians;  in  the  course  of  which,  it  appears 
that  Edward  Daniels,  uken  prisoner,  was  tarred 
and  burnt  alive ;  that  Mrs.  Garret  and  her  two 
children  were  murdered'^she  and  the  eldeat 
scalped;  Lieutenant  Scott  and  his  party,  in  a 
boat,  fired  on — six  men  of  thirty,  and  one  woman 
of  seven,  escaped — lour  little  children  taken  by 
the  legs  and  their  brains  dashed  out  against  the 
boat,  with  other  murders,  and  ravages,  and  bar- 
barities. The  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  United  States  to  exert 
their  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The  mthiM 
populif  or,  in  other  words,  the-safety  of  the  people, 
the  supreme,  irrevocable  law  of  all  nations,  de- 
manded that  this  savage  war.  carried  on  by  In- 
dians out  of  the  protection  or  the  United  States, 
and  negroes,  and  continued  to  be  excited  by  for- 
eign emissaries,  who  had  identified  themselves 
with  the  savages,  be  terminated. 

On  the  26ih  of  December,  1817,  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  addressed  a  letter  to  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  then  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
ordering  him  to  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  to  Fort  Scott,  and  assume  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  forces  in  that  quarter  uf  the 
southern  division ;  advising  him  of  the  strength 


Trea  I y  of  Ghent.    His  correspondence  with  Co< 

lonel  Hawkins,  commencing  on  tbe28th  of  April, }  of  the  forces  there — tliat  General  Gaines  esiimat- 
L815,  shows  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the  ed  the  sUeMffih  of  the  Indians  at  2,700;  and  to 
^ace  oaitde  between  the  United  Statea  and  Great  call  on  the  £Ueeotives  oi  the  adjacent  States,  if^ 
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in  hit  opinion,  the  troops  of  the.  United  Sttcef 
««re  too  few  in  namber  to  bent  the  enem^  ;  nnd 
to  adopt  the  necessary  measores  to  terminate  n 
eonfltct  which  it  has  ever  been  the  desire  of  the 
President,  from  eonsidemtions  of  humanity,  to 
SToid,  bat  which  is  now  made  necessary  by  their 
settled  hostilities.  On  the  16th  of  January,  1818, 
the  Seeretarjr  at  War  wrote  to  General  Gaines, 
informiog  him  that  the  honor  of  the  United 
States  requires  that  the  war  with  the  Beminoles 
should  be  termioated  speedily,  and  with  exem- 
plary punishment  for  hostilities  so  unproToked ; 
and  that  orders  were  issued,  directing  the  war  to 
be  carried  on  within  the  limits  of  Flortda«  should 
it  be  necessary  to  its  speedy  aod  effectual  termi* 
nation.  These  orders,  I  presume,  hare  been  re* 
ceived.  That,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  he 
had  repaired  to  Amelia  Island,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  and  it  being  uncertain  how  long  he  might 
be  detained  there,  the  state  of  things  at  Fort 
•Soott  made  it  necessary  to  order  General  Jackson 
to  takv  command  there.  From  his  known  promp- 
titude, it  is  presuaaable  his  arrival  may  be  soon 
expected.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War, 
of  the  29th  Janoary,  1818,  to  General  Jackson, 
aeknowladges  the  receipt  of  letters  from  him  of 
the  laith  add  18th  of  that  month ;  aod  that  the 
naeastties.he  had  taken  lo  bring  an  efficient  force 
into  the  field  were  approbated ;  and  expressing  a 
-confident  hope  that  n  speedy  and  successful  ter- 
nftinalion  of  the  Indian  war  will  follow  his  ex- 
ertions. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1818,  General  Jaokson 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War  further  informa- 
tion respecting  the  measures  by  him  adopted  to 
carry  on  the  war,  and  that  hp  would  leaye  Nash- 
rille  on  the  28d  of  that  month  for  Fort  Scott,  tia 
Fort  Hawkins.  On  the  6th  of  February,  1818, 
the  Secretary  of  War  wrote  to  General  Jaekson, 
(Fort  Scott,  Gkorgia,)  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  his  letter  of  the  SOth  ultimo,  and  acquainting 
him  of  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President  of 
all  the  measures  he  had  adopted  to  terminate  the 
war  9  that  the  honor  of  our  army,  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  the  country,  requires  that  it  should  be 
terminated  as  soon  as  practicable.  It  appears  that 
Geaeral -Jackson  was  at  Fort  Hawkins  on  the 
lOih  of  February,  1816 ;  at  Hartford,  in  Georgia, 
on  the  14th ;  at  Fort  Barly  on  the  26th ;  and  on 
the  2$th  of  March,  1818,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  east 
bank  of  Appalaehieola,  where  formerly  Negro 
Fort  stood.  Having  reached  Fort  Scott  on  the9th. 
with  the  brigade  of  Georgia  militia,  900  bayonets 
strong,  and  some  friendly  Creeks,  when,  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th,  he  assumed  the  command 
—ordered  the  lire  stock  to  be  slaughtered,  and 
issued  40  the  troops,  with  one  quart  of  corn  to 
each  man,  and  the  line  of  march  to  be  taken  qp 
at  twelve,  meridian.  Near  St.  Marks,  on  the  8th 
April.  1818,  the  General  writes  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  he  had  defeated  a  negro  and  Indian 
foree— pursued  them  through  the  Mickasokian 
towns ;  that  the  towns  were  oonsumed,  and  the 
greatest  abundance  of  corn,  cattle,  Ac.,  brought 
in ;  that  Captain  MoKever  had  secured  Francis, 
or  fiilUs  Hajo^  the  great  prophet,  and  Hemath* 


lemteo,  an  old  Rod  Stick  ehier,  nsd  that  AMb- 
not,  a  Scotchman,  and  suspeeled  mm  an  insiispisr 
of  the  war.  was  found  in  St,  Marks;  that  tkot 
were  fonnd  in  the  conaeil*hooae  of  Suenhava^ 
town,  the  King  of  tihe  MicfcasakiaAa,  more  thaa 
fi/ty  fresh  scalps,  and  in  the  ceocre  of  the  sqvare 
the  old  Red  Stick's  standard  (a  red  pole)  vas 
erected,  crowned  with  scalps,  reeognised,  by  the 
hair,  as  torn  firom  the  beads  of  tM  lufortoaate 
companions  of  Soott;  that  Indiana  and  negreei 
combined  had  demanded  the  namoder  of  St 
Marks ;  that  the  Spanish  garrison  was  too  weak 
to  defend  it ;  4hat  he  had  oecopied  it  with  an 
American  garrison,  and  the  commandant  and  gar- 
rison furnished  with  traosportatioa  to  Pensacola. 
Go  the  9th  of  April,  from  camp  aizieen  miles 
Irom  St.  Marks,  on  maroh  to  Sawanee,  the  Gien- 
eral  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  "there  is 
'  little- room  to  doubt  but  what  one  of  the  chl^ 
'  found  iBlain  on  the  field  in  advance  of  theMiek- 
^  asnkian  village^  was  Kenhajae.  Fiaacii^  or  Hil- 
'  lis  Hajo,  and  Hemathlemico,  the  prime  insti- 
^  gators  of  Ibis  war,  hare  haen  hnng.    The  laUer 
'  commanded  -the  parly  who  so  inhmnnnly  aacii- 
'  fioed  Scott  and  his  compamoas.'' 

On  the  aOth  of  April  lie  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,.froaa  Bowlegs  town,  Snwnaee  riTcr,  that 
he  had  marched  from  St.  Marks  on  the  9th;  sa 
the  10th  was  joined  by  the  rear  of  the  Totnnieen 
from  Tennessee,  also  w  th(B  Indians  onder  Qen« 
eral  Mcintosh ;.  that  the  troops  under  his  eom- 
mand  (tiien  oomposed  of  the  regoDir,  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  Kentucky  volooteera,  and  QeGrgia 
militia)  had  defeated  sereral  parties  of  the  eoe- 
myi  that  Ambrister  had. been  taken ;  tbnt  he  bai 
ordered  theGeoif^ta  troops  to  Hartford,  to  be  paii 
and  discharged.  On  the  86th  April  General  Jaek- 
son  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  8l 
Marks,  that  he. had arrired  at  that  place,  having 
performed  a  ma««h  of  107  miles  in  less  iban  fir« 
days;  that  hewenid  leare  that  place  in  twoGr 
three  days  for  Fort  Gadsden  $  that  the  Indian  forecfl 
were  divided  and  scattered;  that  his  presence 
in  the  country  onn  be  no  longer  necessary;  that, 
after  having  made  all  necessary  anaagements  far 
the  security  of  the  positions  occttfiied,  and  de- 
taching a  force  to  sconr  the  country  west  of  the 
Appalaehieola,  he  would  proceed  diieeuy  fc 
Nashville.  In  his  kuer  of  the  5th  of  May,  dated 
at  Fort  Gadsden,  he  given  a  detailed  aceoaat  ol 
his  operations  in  the  war,  and  alee  tofanns  of  the 
execution  of  Arbothnot  and  Ambrister;  refers  u 
his  correspondence  with  the  Gorenor  of  Pensa« 
cola,  and  certain  matten  which  had  haea  stated^ 
to  wit :  that  the  ladians  at  war  with  iIm  United 
States  have  free  access  into  Pensacola;  that  they 
are  kept  advised  from  that  qaarur  of  the  move- 
mcnta  of  the  American  army ;  that  they  are  sap- 
plied  from  thence  with  ammunition  aad  naai* 
tions  of  war;  that  a  large  body  of  thena  were 
there  colleoting;  that  inroads  from  thence  had 
lately  been  made  on  the  AUibama,  in  one  of  whicfa 
eighteen  settlers  foil  by  the  tomahawk;  that  these 
statements  compelled  him  to  make  a  oiovemesi 
to  the  west  of  the  ApaalaehicQia,  and,  should 
they  psove  nocrect,  that  Fenaacela  mnaa  he  oec» 
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pied  by  an  Ameriean  foree ;  that  the  army  would 
moTe  hoax  Fort  Qadsdea  on  the  7th,  eroesiog 
the  Apiwlaohieola  river  at  Oehegee  Bluff,  about 
forty  miles  ab^^ve  Fort  Qadtden. 

In  hia  letter  of  the  2d  of  Jane,  1818,  dated  at 
Fort  Moolgomery,  he  writes  to  the  Secretary  of 
War.  After  statinjp  ibat  he  had  left  strong  car- 
risoBs  of  regulars  in  Forts  Scott  and  Qadsmn ; 
that  be  bad  reenmed  his  marcb  with  a  small  de- 
tacbment  of  the  4tb  regiment  of  infantry,  one 
eompsoy  of  artUJery,  and  the  effectives  of  the 
Tenneasee  volunteers,  the  whole  not  exceeding 
1,200  men;  that  he  approached  Pensacol%  and 
occupied  it  and  the  fortress  of  Barancas ;  that  it 
was  deemf  d  most  advisable  to  retain  the  govern- 
ment the  people  were  aceuetomed  to,  but  that  it 
was  adviaabLe  to  establish  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
Uaiied  Siaiee,  to  check  smugglk||f,  and  to  admit 
the  AmerieaQ  merchant  to  a  participation  of  the 
trade;  ttatea  the  reasons  of  his  movements,  and 
bottoms  all  his  operations  in  that  country  on  the 
immutable  principle  of  self-defence,  authorised 
by  the  laws  of  natureand  of  nations.  In  this  let- 
ter  the  General  refecs  to  several  documents  ae- 
comMnyioff  it— all  of  wlueh.  together  with  the 
ariieles  made  between  him  aiid  the  Governor  of 
Peniaeola,  relative  to  the  surrender  of  that  plaee 
and  the  Fort  of  Barancae,  in  which  provision  is 
made  for  iha  restoration  thereof  to  Spaio^  and 
varjotis  other  docnmenta  relativo  lo  the  Seminole 
war,  have  l>een  communicated  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  are  now  before  the  American  people 
for  their  consideration. 

Spain,  by  the  5cb  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1795. 
wss  obliged  expressly^to  restrain,  by  force,  all 
hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  nations  living 
within  her  boundaries,  (that  is,  of  Florida,)  so 
that  Spain  will  not  suflfor  her  Indians  to  attaefc 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  Indians 
inhabiting  their  territory.  Spain  did  not  perform 
that  stipulation  of  that  treaty.  The  Indian  tribes 
within  her  territory  had  visited  the  frontier  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  with  all  the  horrors  of 
mvage  war.  Negro  brigands  were  establishing 
tbemoBelves  when  and  where  they  pleased.  For- 
eign agents  were  openly  and  knowingly  practia- 
iog  their  inuignes  in  that  neutral  territory.  The 
Indians  hostile  to  the  United  States  were  uncon- 
trolied  by  the  Spanish  authorities.  That  terri- 
tory, by  ikm  neutnl  oharaeier  of  Spain,  had 
ht«sme  a  plaee  of  safety  to  hoatile  Creeks,  Sem- 
iooles,  negroes,  and  mreigD  emiseariee,  from 
whence  they  issued  when  thiy  pleased,  to  murder 
and  destroy  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Indians,  who  had  murdered  citizens,  were  de- 
mands^ and  refiued.  Defensive  operations  had, 
by  the  United  States,  for  several  years,  been  car- 
tied  on  without  effect.  The  hosUle  Indians  began 
to  believe  they  were  invincible ;  they  threatened 
to  take  possession  of  St.  Marks.  It  was  then  time 
to  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things.  For  that 
purpose  Geneml  Jackson  was  ordered  to  Fort 
Beott,  to  aesame  the  command,  and  to  terminate 
the  war.  He,  theeefore,  with  the  army  under  his 
oonuaand,  passed,  in  pursuit  of  thoeaenayf  the 
15th  Cow.  9d  Se88.— )S8 


Florida  line,  attacked,  aad  defeated  the  Indians 
and  negroes ;  destroyed  their  towns ;  erected  aad 

farrisoned  Fort  Qadsden,  on  the  place  where 
Hcholls's  negro  fort  had  been ;  took  and  snrri- 
soned  St.  Marks ;  ordered  the  prophet  Hillis  H^jo 
and  Hemathlemico,  who  had  been  foreign  insti- 
gators in  the  war,  to  be  hanged ;  ordered  Arbuth- 
not  and  Ambrister,  found  guuty  of  certain  ehargea, 
to  be  executed.  Afterwards,  proceeded  with  his 
troops  and  took  possession  of  Pensaeola  and  Ba- 
rancas^ and  established  a  government  there ;  aod| 
a  doing  these  things,  the  Constitution  of  the 
lited  States  is  said  to  have  been  violated. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  by  the  Con- 
stitution has  the  power  of  declaring  war.  It  is 
urged  that  the  Seminale  war  is  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  beoauae  Conffress  did  not  declare  it. 
In  answer  to  this  it  is  observed,  that  Congress 
did  not  heretofore  declare  war  against  any  Indian 
nation.  War  was  not  declared  against  the  hoe- 
tile  Indians  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  when 
General  Harmar  with  an  army  was  sent  to  re^ 
duce  them ;  war  was  not  declared  against  them 
when  General  St.  Clair  with  an  army  was  sent 
against  them ;  war  was  not  declared  against  them 
when  General  Wayne  with  an  armv  was  sent 
against  them  and  defeated  them.  Tna  carrying 
on  of  that  war  without  a  formal  declaration  oT 
war  against  them  by  Congress,  was  not,  in  those 
times,  considnred  a  violation  of  the  Constifutioii* 
No  more  can  the  carrying  on  the  war  named  the 
Seminole  war,  be  a  violation  of  the  Coostitotion. 
Foreign  agents  and  emissaries,  and  Indian  fanat- 
ics, in  the  years  1812  and  1813,  instigated  the 
Creek  nation,  of  which  the  Seminoles  are  a  part 
to  war  against  the  United  States;  the  United 
States  being  then  at  war  with  Great  Britain. 
The  State  of  Tennessee,  in  self-defence,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Constitution,  commenced  defen- 
sive operations  against  the  Creek  Indians ;  the 
war  was  carried  into  the  Creek  country,  and  the 
Creeks  were  subdued,  and  afterwards  a  treaty  of 
peace  waa  made.  The  war  named  the  Seminole 
war  is  a  continuation  of  the  Creek  war»and  is  al* 
so  a  continuation  of  the  war  which  the  Semi- 
noles and  other  Creek  Indians  carried  on  against 
the  frontiers  of  Georgia  in  the  year  1812,  and  af- 
terwards. Declare  war  by  n  solemn  act  of  Con- 
gress against  an  Indian  nation !  An  Indian  cares 
not  for  a  declaration  of  war,  he  knows  not  what 
the  words  signify.  The  Indian  declares  war  by 
a  stroke  of  his  tomahawk,  by  matter  of  fact  in 
blood  and  murder  does  he  declare  war,  not  by 
worda.  Great  Britain  did  not  declare  war  againat 
Indian  nations  during  the  time  these  United  States 
were  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  Great  Britain  declared  war  against  any 
of  the  powerful  poteiOates  of  Asia,  who  have  been 
overthrown  and  put  down  by  Great  Britain. 
Henee,  it  is  evident  that  that  objection  to  the 
Seminole  war  is  not  of  airy  force.  It  is  urged 
that  the  treaty  made  in  August  1814,  with  the 
Creek  nation,  is  the  cause  of  the  Seminole  war. 
How  that  can  be,  is  not  easy  to  illustrate.  Colo- 
nel Nicholls  induced  the  hostile  Indians  to  believe 
that,  by  the  9th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
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they  were  entitled  to  be  placed,  in  respect  to  ter- 
ritory, in  the  same  stale  they  were  in  in  the  year 
1811.  The  9(h  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has 
not  any  bearing  on  the  treaty  made  with  the 
Creek  Indians  in  Augast,  1814 ;  that  treaty  was 
concluded  more  than  four  months  before  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  was  signed.  Colonel  Nieholls, 
without  doubt,  bad  his  own  reasons  for  so  telling 
the  ignorant  Indians.    Tbe  Senate  of  the  Con- 

J  press  of  the  United  States  constitutionally  per- 
ormed  their  duty  when  they  consented  to  and 
revised  the  ratification  of  that  treaty.  The  ma- 
jority of  tbe  Creek  nation  had  put  themselves  out 
of  the  protection  of  the  United  States  by  warring 
against  them,  and  thereby  forfeited  what  right 
soever  they  had  to  lands  allotted  to  them  bv  the 
United  States  to  live  and  hunt  on;  it  was  there- 
fore just  to  take  a  large  part  of  the  country  and  to 
sell  it,  to  defray  the  expense  of  that  war.  That 
eitensive  country  is  now  covered  by  a  dense  pop- 
ulation of  citizens,  in  numbers  sufficient  to  be  a 
State  of  this  Union. 

General  Jackson  was  authorized  by  the  supreme 
law  of  nature  and  nations,  the  law  of  self-defence, 
corresponding  with  the  great  national  maxim, 
namely,  the  safety  of  the'  people  is  the  supreme 
law,  to  enter  the  Spanish  territory  of  Florida  in 
pursuit  of,  and  to  destroy,  hostile,  murdering 
savages,  not  bound  by  any  obligation,  who  were 
without  the  practice  of  any  moral  principle  reeip- 
roeally  obligatory  on  nations. 

Spain  was  unable  to,  or  did  not,  restrain,  by 
force,  the  hostile  Indians  from  issuiojp^  forth  from 
Florida  and  destroying  the  people  oi  the  United 
States.  It,  therefore,  became  necessary  that  the 
United  States,  by  General  Jackson  and  his  army, 
should  do  what  Spain  could  not  do.  that  is,  by 
main  force,  to  subject  the  hostile  Indians  to  order, 
and  due  respect  to  the  safety  of  tbe  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  hostile  Indians  had  become 
superioi^  in  the  Spanish  territory  of  Florida.  It, 
therefore,  was  necessary  that  the  United  States, 
in  amhy  with  Spain,  should,  not  only  in  their 
own  defence^  but,  in  respect  to  Spain,  pot  down 
that  superiority.  The  hostile  Indians  and  negroes 
had  been  understood  to  have  been  about  to  have 
occupied  the  Spanish  fortress  of  St.  Marks,  which 
the  Spanish  garrison  was  unable  to  defend  against 
them.  It,  therefore,  was  necessary  to  occupy 
that  fortress  with  an  American  garrison  to  pre- 
vent it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians 
and  negroes,  enemies  of  the  United  States,  who, 
uncontrolled  by  Spain,  might  from  there  issue  at 
any  time  and  murder  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  had  withdrawn 
themselves  from  the  customs  and  laws  of  civil 
life,  and  associated  and  identified  themselves  with 
savages  at  war  with  the  United  States.    Sub- 

tects  of  Great  Britain,  at  peace  with  the  United 
States  by  tbe  solemn  sanction  of  a  treaty,  Ar- 
buthnot and  Ambrister^  by  identifying  themselves 
with  Indians  at  war  with  the  United  States,  and 
by  aidine  and  abetting  the  Indians  in  that  war,  de- 
prived themselves  of  their  neutral  character,  vio- 
lated the  treaty  of  peace  existing  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  and 


by  doing  so,  pot  themselves  oat  of  the  mxam, 
of  the  Government  to  which  thef  bad  bebngti; 
and,  if,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  may  use  the  word,deDiti(»* 
alized  themselves.  They  were  apprehended  ii 
the  fact  of  aiding  and  abetting,  of  their  ova  fret 
will  and  accoro,  without  the  coDseot  or  order  of 
the  Government  to  which  they  belonged, the  eo^ 
tnies  of  the  United  States,  in  lerjriDg  and  arry- 
ing  on  a  war,  an  Indian,  savage,  birbirooi  vir, 
agafnst  them. 

The  town  of  Pensacola  and  Fort  of  Birucu 
had  been  places  of  asylum,  refoge,ud  resort  for 
Nieholls,  tor  Indians,  for  negroes,  for  IFoodbioe, 
and  for  the  dregs  of  mankind,  coHeeted  ioptha 
to  perpetrate  violence  in  the  extreme.  Hostile lo- 
dians  and  negroes  were  there  supplied*,  theSpu- 
ish  Governor  did  not,  or  dared  not,  refill.  T\i« 
Governor  of  Pensacola  did  not  prereotNieliotti, 
with  his  troops,  to  occupy  it  and  Banoeas;  he 
refrained  not  to  admit  Indians,  at  war  viih  the 
United  States,  to  enter  Pensacola  sod  Birueii, 
and  to  furnish  them  with  mnnitioniofvir;b8t 
when  he  was  informed  by  General  JaeboB,tbat 
American  vessels,  loaded  with  proTiiioDttotop- 
ply  the  American  army,  were  about  to  past  op 
the  Escambia  river,  he  refused  to  let  them  pss, 
without  paying  large  duties.  General  Jicboi 
notified  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  of  hwapwoia 
to  that  place,  the  Governor  ordered  the  Geeeril 
to  retire  from  Florida,  and,  if  be  did  n^mht 
would  use  force  to  repel  him.  TbeGowaorof 
Pensacola  did  not  apply  force  to  preveat  Rieh- 
olbfrom  occupying  Pensacola  j  be  did  ao^jw 
force  to  prevent  Indians  and  nepoef,hwiiK» 
the  United  States,  from  entering  PeniaeoU. 

The  United  States  of  America,  in  good  fiiti 
made  with  Spain  the  Treaty  of  1785.  Tbefint 
arUcle  of  that  treaty  provides  sod  declares  Hi 
there  shall  be  a  firm  and  inviolable  peace « 
friendship  between  His  Catholic  MajertM" 
successors,  and  subjects,  and  tbe  Uwi«l  ^^ 
and  their  citizens,  without  exception  of  pew»' 
or  places.  By  the  fifth  article  of  that  m^ 
Spain  did  expressly  oblige  her^i^^'fTZ 
force,  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Ifldiw  » 
tions  living  within  her  boundary;  w that sp"" 
will  not  suffer  her  Indians  to  attack  the  «w^ 
of  the  United  States,  nor  the  lodiaw  m«^f 
their  territories.  That  article  is  reciprotff  ' 
faithful  execution  of  a  treaty  depends, iiMw 
instance,  on  the  officers  of  the  Oo^^^^ett 
ties  thereto.  The  articles  of  "«J-^;aaoa 
obligatory  on  tbe  Governor  of  St.  M«[J.  ^  jo 
the  Governor  of  Pensacola.  Their  w^^^^^^ed 
their  Sovereign  compelled  *^«'"^?"-  The 
that  treaty,  at  the  hazard  of  their  u^  ^ 
Governors  of  St.  Blarks  and  P««gJ,,„oe.^ 


pursuant 
femico 


perform  their  obligations  to  their  y^jj^,{|i. 
to  that  triaty.    Hilli.  HajJ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ited  ioto  tj 

i?tt:^; 

with  Indians  and  other  «n«""*^  "  *  i«  of  tl»« 
Sutes,and  by  so  doing  became  «■e".g^^ie, 

United  States.    Knowing  ^fc•^'^^y/;ie  Tr«»r 
and  Spain  were  at  peace,  they  riolttea 


ni  to  tnat  treaty,    ximw  *-j-'  ^^,6 
,  Arbuthnot,  Ambrister,  fw.^j^'  iber 
of  the  United  States,  they  «<>»'"S  theOJiei^ 
respective  fortresses.  They  «»?c*7.\;p  Uii»l 


169 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


870 


AHDART,  1819. 


Stmimie  War, 


H*  or  R. 


if  Peace  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
ind  thereby  pat  tbemseUee  out  of  the  protection 
if  their  own  Government.  The  Indians  living 
n'chin  the  territory  of  Spain  were  under  the 
rotection  of  Spain,  being  included  within  the 
rovision  of  the  nfth  article  of  the  treaty.  They, 
ly  their  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  put 
hemselves  out  of  the  protection  of  Spain,  nil- 
is  Ha  jo,  the  fanatic,  Hematthlemieo,  and  other 
hiefs  and  warriors  of  the  hostile  Creek  Red 
Sticks,  who  did  not  abide  by  and  perform  the 
tipalations  of  the  Treaty  of  1790,  and  of  subse- 
[uent  treaties  made  by  the  United  Slates  with  the 
>reek  nation,  were  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
Jaited  States  of  America.  Arbutnnot,  the  Scotch- 
man, Ambrister,  an  officer  of  colonial  marines,  un- 
ler  the  instigator  Nicholls,  did  know  that  a  Trea- 
y  of  Peace  was  in  full  force  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Great  Britain^and  that  that 
reaty  was  obligatory  on  them  as  British  subjects. 
7hey  in  defiance  of  that  treaty  did  of  their  own 
ree  will  and  accord  associate  and  identify  them- 
elves  with  the  Indians  and  negroes,  enemies  of 
be  United  States,  and  aided,  abetted,  and  com- 
3rted  the  said  Indians  and  negroes  in  their  hos- 
ilities  ;  and  by  so  doing,  violated  the  said  Treaty 
if  Peace,  and  put  themselves  out  of  the  protec- 
ion  of  the  Government  to  which  they  had  be* 
3Dged. 

There  then  was  in  the  Spanish  territory  of 
■"lorida,  a  motley  band  of  white,  red,  and  biack, 
oro posed  of  Hillls  Hajo,  the  fanatic,  Hematth- 
>iziico,  the  chief  of  the  savages^  (who  massacred 
(colt  and  his  par t)[,  who  spared  not  women,  who 
pared  not  tender  infants,)  and  other  chiefs  and 
varriors  of  the  hostile  Red  Sticks,  Seminoles, 
vagabonds,   runaway    negroes,  Arbothnoc   and 
Lmbrisler,  all  out  of  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
raments  to  which  they  bad  belonged,  and  within 
rhoae  limits  they  had  resided;  a  collection  of 
u claws,  out  of  the  protection  of  all  laws  and 
IS  Illations  of  civilized  maa»  engaged  in  levying 
nd  carrying  on  war  against  the  people  ot  the 
Jnited  States,  and  aided  and  abetted  by  the  Gov- 
rnors  of  St.  Aiarks  and  Pensacola,  and  endaa- 
ering  the  existence  of  the  peaee  between  the 
In  lied  States  and  Spain.    These  were  the  eae- 
lies  General  Jackson  and  the  army  under  his 
ommand  had  to  contend  with.    He  was  author- 
^ed  by  the  laws  of  nature,  and  by  the  supreme, 
'revocable  law  of  setf-defenee,  to  free  our  coon- 
-y  from  the  present  and  future  hoetililies  of  such 
ckemies.    His  obligations  to  the  United  States 
ocnpelled  him  to  do  so.    Spain  was  expressly 
bilged  to  restrain  by  force  the  Indians  within 
ler  territory  from  committing  hostilities  against 
tie  Uaiied  States.    The  Spanish  officers  com- 
caandiog  in  Florida  did  not  restrain  the  Indians 
r  om  war,bat  aided  and  abetted  them  in  it.  It  then 
»e<:ame  the  duty  of  Spain  to  have  displaced  and 
u  jserseded  the  said  officer^  and  to  have  confided 
:>    other  officers  the  command  of  Florida,  who 
ro  uld  have  preserved  the  neutral  character  of 
sat  territory.    Spain  did  not  displace  orsuper- 
»cle  them.    In  order  then  to  prevent  the  perpe- 
r»tion  of  fotnre  hostile  atrocities  by  the  Indians 


and  negroes  and  foreign  emissaries  and  impos* 
tors,  it  was  necessary  to  occupy  St.  Marks  and 
Pensacola  and  Barancas  with  garrbons  of  troopa 
of  the  United  States,  who  would  defend  the  said 
fortresses,  not  from  the  lawful  authority  of  Spain, 
but  from  being  possessed  and  occupied  by  hostile 
Indians,  negroes,  and  foreign  emissaries — enemiea 
—from  whence  they  might,  as  from  places  of 
safety,  annoy  and  murder  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  proceedings  of  General  Jackson  in  the 
Seminole  war  are  approved.  The  President  of 
the  United  States  has  demanded  of  Spain  the 
punishment  of  those  officers  for  their  misconduct: 
and  he  has  further  demanded  of  Spain  a  just  and 
reasonable  indemnity  to  the  United  States  for  the 
heavy  and  necessary  expenses  which  they  have 
been  compelled  to  incurj)y  the  failure  of  Spain 
to  perform  her  engagements  to  restrain  the  In- 
dians. These  demands,  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  made  of  Spain,  I,  said 
Mr.  R.,  believe  to  be  just,  and  such  as  he,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  had  and  has  a  right 
to  make,  consistently  with  the  honor  and  salety 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  R«  then  observed  that  he  would  rote 
against  the  adoption  of  each  of  the  propose  rea- 
oTntions ;  and,  after  expressing  his  gratitude  for 
the  attention  given  to  him,  said  he  would  forbear 
to  speak  further  oa  this  subject,  on  which  he  had 
delivered  his  opinions,  bottomed  on  the  supreme 
paramount  law  of  nature  and  the  treaties  made 
by  and  between  the  United  States  and  the  other 
parties  thereto. 


TaoRanAT,  January  28. 

Mr.  Hbbbbrt,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Code  of  Jurisprudence 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  by  William  Cranch,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  said  District,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained, was  concarred  in  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Buohed^  That  the  Code  of  Jnrispmdence  fiir  the 
IHstriet  of  Columbia,  prepared  and  transmitted  to  this 
House,  by  William  Cranch,  Chief  Justice  of  the  said 
District,  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Judgss 
of  the  Giicttit  Court,  and  the  Attorney  for  the  saU 
District,  who  are  authorized  and  requested  to  examine 
the  said  Code  and  report  to  Congress,  at  their  next 
session,  such  amendments  thsreto,  as  to  them  may 
seem  necessary. 

Mr.  HsBBUiT,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  William  Cranch, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JOBN0ON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  extending 
the  allowance  of  pensions  to  cadets ;  which  was 
read  twide  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  accord  to  thi»  House,  permission 
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to  the  hoDOrabie  Darid  Dagi^tt  and  the  hono- 
rible  William  Hunter,  to  attead  the  eommittee 
appoioted  bT  this  HouseL  to  inquire  into  tbecon- 
doet  of  William  P.  Van  Ness  and  Matlhias  B. 
Ttlltnadge  and  to  be  examined  tooching  the  sub- 
ject of  said  inquiry.  They  hare  passed  bills  of 
this  House,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  <<An 
aet  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in  Virginia, 
West  of  the  Alleghany  mountain ;"  and  ''An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment,  in  certain  eases,  on 
account  of  Treasury  notes,  which  hare  been  lost 
or  destroyed;''  with  amendments  to  each,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  npfor  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  establish  a  sep- 
arate judicial  district  in  the  western  pert  of  Vir- 
JInia.  [The  principal  amendments  were,  to 
treet  the  holding  of  six  sessions  in  each  year, 
instead  of  four,  (two  at  Clarksburg,  two  at  Lew- 
isburg,  and  two  at  Wythe  Court  House;)  and 
authorising  but  one  eleik  for  the  district,  instead 
of  two.] 

Mr.  McCoT  moTed  that  the  bill  and  amead- 
xnents  be  indefinitely  postponed,  which  was  neg^ 
atived ;  and 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  in  by 
the  House ;  as  were  also  those  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  lost  Trea- 
sury notes  in  certain  cases. 

S£MmOLB  WAR. 

The  House  affain  took  up.  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  (Mr.  Herbert  in  toe  Cbaifi)  the  report 
of  the  Military  Committee  on  the  Seminole  war, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
Cobb. 

Mr.  Rhba  coBcftoded  the  remarks  which  he 
oommenced  yesterday  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
port, dM).,  as  giren  entire  in  toe  preceding  pages. 
.  The  Committee,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hop- 
KUIBON,  rose-  and  reported  progress;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

Fridat,  January  29. 

Mr.  HoPKiNsoif,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jtidiemry,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
tbe  ^miife,  entitled  **An  act  to  ntetn  the  juris- 
jlitri^'df  eirebit  codresof  the  United  Smtesto 
tiKsi^s  tirlsint  liudtnr  the  ta^-fdfttitig  tophtentV' 

aorifed  the  saibe  #!tfad(it  tlm^ndtnetie,  attd  It 
s  otdi^M  to  be  ttnd  a  thfrd  time  t04notfdW. 

Mr.  1b6Cdy.  fitttti'  the  Cmntrtfttee  of  Clsfihs,  to 
SHiich  ^iis  re/erted  ihe  aalenditient,  proposed  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
Mief  of  Dteiel  Retiner  and  NatbHtfiet  H.  Heatb,*^ 
reported  thetragreeroent  thereto,  and  the  amend- 
ttent  Niras  tti^n  concurred  in  by  the  Hot^. 

Mr.  RoBBRTeoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
yate  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Wilham  Scott  and  others,  heirs  of  William 
Scott,  deceased ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Seott, 
Gabriel  Scott,  Thomas  Scott,  and  Elizabeth 
Bowles,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  heirs  of 
William  Scott.  deCMoed ;  which  was  read  twice, 
And  coniniitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh<4e. 


Mir.  JoBlrsoii,  of  Kentackf,  nABitttdtkU- 
lowing  resolutions ;  which  were  rdd,  ud  oricni 
to  lie  on  the  tible : 

1.  JteMAm^TbatitisexpeaisattoHtibfidiilQ. 
itary  Actdemy,  on  the  western  vttm,  upon  fte  pin- 
offm  of  the  Academy  at  Wert  Point 

%  lUtdhed,  Hist  it  IS  enedkat  to  tMii  i 
sciiool  of  praettoe  fat  the  artilhiyi  is  Uimtfii 
the  Ci^  of  WadUnston. 

Mr.  JoBMBON  also  submitted  tDtheHoQKi 
communication  made  to  himssckairDinof  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afkirs^hf^ Stcntuj 
of  War,  in  relation  to  the  subjfett  eobneed  in 
theabore  resolutions;  which  wuoideied  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldww,  the  Coomitue 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  tomqwreinto 
the  expediency  of  making  prorisionforiheBOR 
convenient  execution  of  the  laws  witliin  uie 
Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  LowNDXs  submitted  the  followiii|  propo- 
sition or  amendment  to  the  rules  and  otdmot 
the  House  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lobe 
on  the  table,  riz : 

« It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ComBJtteeof  Wiyi 

and  Means,  in  preparing  bffls  of  tppwpri^^f^ 
indade  appiopriaUans  «w  csriyinf  Intoew*™" 
made  by  die  United  States,  m  a  bOl  eontattof  t{i!n' 
priations  intended  for  other  objseti ;  md  rtaMJ 
appropriation  Wfl  sbaU  be  lefeired  to  ttiit  amnttw 
for  tiieir  consideration,  contsii^g  W¥^^ 
canyittg  a  treaty  into  efftd,  sndi  alio»  ^pr^f^ 
for  other  object^  it  ahall  be  the  daty  of  tl» Jf^ 
to  piopoae  such  amendments  u  aUsB  fn^  ^ 
priathmaibr  esnymg  a  tiea^  hrts  eftet>  fa»Jg 
mehided  in  the  same  Ifll  whkh  ods^atsi  ipp^ 
ttons  for  oAer  objeeta." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mliiyland,  from  the  Oo«^ 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  coB«Htt« 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  WJb» 
ing  appropriations  for  the  support  of  theW 
for  the  curreot  year,  reported  their  agrertW 
thereto;  and  the  said  «tteadfflCBts sobseqia"] 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  theWh*,w« 
were  concurred  in  by  the  Hoose.       _,^i„ 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^'^l^^^Z 
the  allowance  of  peneiODS  to  eadet^  ^  . 
the  third  thne;  and  on  the  qtl^ti«Oi  ^, ' 
said  bill  pUsBl  it  was  determined  hi  tbei^" 


of  the 


SBIimOI^  WAB.  ^^^ 

The  Hooee  reaoaaedi  in  Coow[*«J% 

Whole  (Mr.  Bit-e«T  in  Che  Chta^Qwt 
ation  of  riie  report  of  the  Milii«f  ^" 
on  the  transaettons  of  the  Seminole  ett., 
Mr.  Howciwaoii.  of  P^nsy Itama,  n^^^ 

the  House  as  foUows :  .    .tjinb- 

Mr.  Chairman,  if,  after  the  dtscOMloa  th»J^ 

ject  has  undetgone,  I  were  to  F^'^V  |  jji 
mittee  to  present  it  with  entire  ••^"211^^ 
promise  that  Which  jf  is  not  io  my  P<>^„^«f 
form,  aad  ^hlch  would  betiay  •  If  »'"P^, 
which,  I  trust,  I  am  incapable.  lif't^X 
howerer,  that  I  may  be  able  to  offer  «o^f; 
cfples  In  relation  to  it  which  hs? e  ^?^J^^ 
presonit^,and  areenUtled  to  aoiit  i»flo«»** 
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be  decisioD  of  the  Committee,  and  to  make  some 
new  applications  of  principles  alceady  estab- 
lished. 

The  matters  in  controversy  seem  to  me  to  ob- 
:ain  infinite  importance,  from  the  connexion  thejr 
lave  with  the  character  of  oar  country.    We 
(tand  in  a  most  peculiar  and  responsible  situation 
n  this  respect.    The  nations  of  Europe,  from 
heir  contiguity,  may  be  said  to  form  a  family  or 
in  association  of  nations,  controlled  by,  and  ac- 
countable to  each  other.    They  hare  alliances 
vhich  all  respect,  ties  which  all  must  feel,  bal- 
loces  and  checks  which  all  are  interested  to  pre- 
lerre,  and  rules  of  conduct  in  their  mutual  inter- 
;ourse  which  all  are  made  to  obey.    The  Amer- 
caa  people,  removed  far  from  the  rest  of  the 
fiTilized  world,  and  placed  beyond  the  control  of 
:he  policy  or  force  oi  Europe,  have  none  of  those 
neans  to  keep  them  to  the  path  of  justice.  They 
icknowledge  no  guide  authorized  to  direct  them 
lut  their  own  consciences;  and  feel  no  respon- 
ibility  but  to  their  Qod.    This,  sir,  is  a  trjring 
ind  a  tempting  situation,  placing  us  on  the  high- 
est ground  of  virtue.  If  we  do  not  abuse  it ;  but 
xposing  OS  to  infinite  danger  from  the  sugges- 
ions  of  pride,  interest,  and  self-love.    But.  sir, 
et  us  not  forget  that  we  belong  to  the  family  of 
civilized  nations,  and  be  most  forward  to  prove 
»ur  devotion  to  those  rules  of  conduct  which  the 
xperience  and  wisdom  of  ages  have  established, 
a  necessary  for  the  peace  and  usefulness  of  all. 
jet  us  cherish  those  laws  which  increase  the 
lessings  of  peace,  and  mitigate  the  calamities 
f  war. 
The  dangers  which  our  country  may  appre- 
end  from  At  encouragement  of  a  military  spirit 
a  our  people,  have  been  eloquently  portrayed 
n  this  occasion.    It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  a 
trong  disposition  of  this  sort  has  been  manifested, 
nd  was  rapidlv  rising,  in  the  people  of  the  tJni* 
(d  States :  ana  a  greater  evil  could  hardly  befall 
s  than  toe  consummatiooi  of  its  ascendency, 
'here  is  something  so  infatuating  in  the  pomp 
ad  triumphs  of  war,  that  a  young  and  brave 
eople  who  have  known  but  little  of  its  dcstruc* 
ve  miseries  may  require  to  be  guarded  against 
illing  into  the  snare,  and  led  to  direct  their  en- 
rgies  to  other  and  better  objects.    It  is  worthy 
r  remark  that,  in  the  various  wavs  in  which  the 
>nias  and  powers  of  men  display  themselves^ 
\e  military  course  is  the  only  one  eminently 
ingerous  to  his  species.    Genius  in  every  other 
.'partmenL  however  dazzling  and  powerful,  is 
sver  hurtful,  is  generally  a  blessing  to  the  world, 
'he  stupendous  genius  of  Newton  elevated  the 
igniiy  of  man,  and  brought  him  nearer  to  his 
rod ;  it  ffave  him  a  path  to  walk  in  the  flrma- 
lent,  ana  knowledge  to  hold  converse  with  the 
:ars.    The  erratic  comet  cannot  elude  his  vigi- 
ince,  nor  the  powerful  sun  disappoint  his  calou- 
Ltions.    Tet,  this  genius,  so  mightv  in  the  pro- 
tic  lion  of  good,  was  hacmless  of  the  evil  as  a 
ifid.    It  never  inflicted  injury  or  pain  on  any- 
iag  that  lives  or  feels.    Bhakspeare  orepared 
I  inexhaustible  feast  of  instruction  ana  delight 
r  bis  own  age  and  the  ages  to  come ;  hot  he 


brought  no  tears  into  the  world  but  those  of  fiq* 
titioiis  woe.  which  the  other  end  of  his  wand  was 
always  ready  to  cure.  It  is  military  genius  alone 
that  must  be  nourished  with  blood,  and  can  find 
employment  only  in  inflicting  misery  and  death 
upon  man. 

The  character  and  services  of  Gkneral  Jack- 
son have  called  forth  eloquent  eulogiums  from 
various  parts  of  the  House.  I  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  uepreciate  them,  although  I  think  some 
of  the  praise  bestowed  upon  them  has  been  some* 
what  extravagant.  I  cannot  think  him  the  great- 
est commander  this  country  has  produced ;  much 
less  is  he  the  greatest  general  of  the  age;  an  age 
so  productive  of  military  wonders.  He  is  un- 
^uestionablv  a  man  of  undaunted  courage,  of 
indefatigable  perseverance,  of  striking  decision 
and  celerity,  and  of  great  resources.  If  his  pri- 
vate virtues^  of  which  I  know  nothing,  are  equal 
to  his  public  services,  he  is,  assuredly,  a  man 
worthy  of  all  estimation.  These  things  will  npt 
influence  mj  opinion  or  my  vote,  in  the  discus- 
sion and  decision  of  question!  of  national  law  and 
public  importance,  which  have  no  other  connex* 
ion  with  the  character  or  services  of  General 
JacksoU}  than  that  they  have  arisen  out  of  trans- 
actions in  which  he  has  been  engaged. 

We  have  seen,  in  this  debate,. a  very  laborious 
examination  of  book&  for  principles  applicable 
to  the  questions  in  aiscussion;  and  authorities 
have  been  quoted,  without  end,  on  the  several 
points.  In  truth,  however,  this  is  not  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  case ;  the  principles  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  which  have  relation  to  it,  are  very  clear 
and  unquestionable;  and  the  inquiry  should  ha 
ipto  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  this  cam- 
paign. These  being  distinctly  ascertained,  the 
decision  of  the  law  upon  them  will  be  found  at 
once.  Indeed,  it  is  the  excellence  of  that  system 
which  is  oalled  the  laws  oT  nations,  that  there  b 
little  in  it  that  is  technical  or  arbitrary ;  the  rule 
is,  generally,  that  which  the  sound  undersund- 
ing  and  coogi^on  sense  of  every  man  would  sug- 
ge9t  tp  him,  if  he  bad  never  read  a  line  on  the 
sulyect.  My  ol^ject  will  be  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  prominent  points  of  in- 
quiry ;  to  fix  with  precision  the  facts  in  relation 
to  each,  and  hhow  the  principles  of  national  law 
which  ought  to  govern  us  in  deciding  upon  them* 
General  Jackson  has  been  arraigned;  first,  Ibr 
crossinff  the  line  separating  the  iJnited  States 
from  Florida ;  second,  for  taking  the  fortress  of 
Su  Marks  from  the  Spanish  authorities ;  thicd, 
for  taking  Pensacola  and  Barancas ;  fourth,  fbr 
the  execution  of  Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot.  I 
beg  leave  to  premise  that,  in  discussing  a  trans- 
action in  which  so  many  aisUnct  questions  arise, 
it  will  necessarily  happen  that  difierent  gentle- 
men of  the  Co.mmittee  will  agree  upon  some,  and 
diswee  upon  others:  and  even  when  they  come 
to  the  same  result  of^  approbation  or  disapproba* 
tion.  it  may  be  for  reasons  wholly  different.  This 
renders  a  particular  explanation  of  the  ground  of 
opinion  more  necessary  than  in  oralnary  cases. 
In  crossing  the  Florida  line  and  entering  upon 
the  Spanish  territory,  General  Jackson  certainly 
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TioUted  the  neutral  and  national  rights  of  Spain, 
tinless  he  can  show  it  was  done  for  reasonsi  and 
under  circamstances,  which,  by  the  agreement 
of  nations,  or,  in  other  words,  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, justify  it,  and  remove  its  offensive  charac* 
ter.    Several  groands  of  defence  have  been  taken 
for  this  act,  both  by  General  Jackson  and  on  this 
floor*    And  here  I  may  remark,  in  relation  to  this 
part  of  the  case,  as  well  as  some  of  the  others, 
that  it  is  nnfortonate  for  a  man,  when  he  has 
done  that  which  is  really  right  and  defensible, 
to  stamble  upon  a  bad  reason  for  iL    His  reason 
will  be  successfally  attacked,  and  he  will  appear 
to  stand  condemned,  when,  in  truth,  his  injudi- 
cious defence  only  has  been  overthrown.    So  it 
has  happened  to  the  General.    It 'has  been  said 
for  him,  that  he  was  justified  in  crossing  the 
Spanish  line  to  attack  the  Indians,  because  Spain 
had^  by  her  treaty,  stipulated  that  she  would  re- 
strain the  Indians  within  her  territory  from  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States ;  and  that,  not 
having  done  this,  we  had  a  right  to  pass  into  the 
territory  to  do  that  for  her  and  ourselves  which 
she  was  bound,  but  had  failed  to  do.  It  is  obvious 
on  the  least  reflection,  that  this  defence  can  avail 
nothing.    If  Spain  had  failed  to  perform  her 
treaties  with  the  United  States,  it  was  a  matter 
'  to  be  adjusted  by  the  two  Governments,  and  not 
by  a  Commander-in-chief,  at  the  head  of  his 
army.    Spain  might  give  reasons  for  the  failure 
aatisfactory  to  this  Government,  and  had  a  right 
to  an  opportunity  to  do  so.    But  the  conclusive 
view  ot  this  point  is  this  :  If  the  territory  of  Spain 
was  violated  or  attacked,  to  compel  her  to  per- 
form her  treaty  stipulation,  or  to  punish  her  for 
not  doing  so,  or  because  she  had  not  done  so,  the 
.  act  connected  with  the  object  was  undoubtedly 
an  act  of  war,  it  (placed  us  in  a  state  of  war,  and 
changed  our  relations  with  Spain. 

Now,  it  is  necessary  only  to  look  at  our  Con- 
stitution, to  learn  that  neither  General  Jackson, 
nor  those  under  whose  orders  he  acted,  possess 
the  right  to  make  war,  under  any  pretence,  or 
for  anv  cause  whatever.  To  change  the  rela- 
tions of  this  country,  from  those  of  peace  to  those 
of  war,  is  a  change  so  infinitely  interesting  to 
the  people,  nay,  to  every  individual  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  be  determined  by  so  many  considera- 
tions of  pdiicy,  as  well  as  right,  that  it  must  be 
the  combined  act  of  all  the  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, representing  all  the  people  of  the  Uni; 
ted  States.  It  has  not  been  intrusted  to  the 
rashness  or  caprice  of  a  military  commander, 
nor  to  the  will  of  the  Executive  Magistrates. 
Congress  alone  may  declare  war.  At  the  foun- 
dation, then;  of  all  the  argument  I  shall  submit 
to  the  Cunimittee,  and  which,  I  beg  may  be 
kept  in  mind  through  the  whole,  I  place  this 
principle :  that  General  Jackson  must  be  defend- 
ed in  what  he  has  done,  consistently  with  our 
neutral  relations  with  Spain,  or  he  cannot  be 
defended  at  all.  Everything  beyond  this  is  loar 
vith  Spain;  and  the  power  of  making  war  is 
not  witn  General  Jackson.  My  inquiry  tnen  will 
be,  what  circumstances  will  justify  a  belligerent 
in  invading  or  entering  the  territory  of  a  neutral, 


eonsistentlv  with  neutral  relations;   so  thatt^ 
neutral  will  not  be  justified  in  considering  ai& 
repelling  it  as  an  act  of  hostility.    The  right  to 
enter  neutral  territory  stands  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  right  of  passage  through  it.    I  shall  se 
consider  the  case  before  us ;  and  cannot  admit  it 
to  be  the  case  of  a  fresh  pursuit  after  a  defeated 
enemy,  who,  fijlng  from  the  field  of  battle,  crosi 
an  imaginary  line^  and  are,  on  the  inscnnt,pur^ 
sued  over  it.    This  is  not  the  state  of  the  fact; 
the  Spanish  line  was  passed  for  the  purposes  of 
relieving  our  army  from  a  critical  sitoai/oii;  of 
terminating  a  war  which   otherwse  might  be 
endless ;  and  of  breaking  up  and  destroying  the 
enemy  in  their  own  villages.    There  is  nothing' 
of  the  nature  of  fresh  pursuit  in  any  of  this.  The 
right  of  passage  over  a  neutral  soil  b  jnsti&ed 
by  the  law  of  nations,  when  taken,  1st,  by  con- 
sent;  2d,  when  unquestionably  innocent,  and 
unjustly  denied;  3d.  in  case  of  argent  and  real 
necessity.    I  agree,  tnat  in  every  case  the  permis- 
sion of  the  neutral  should  first  be  asked,  if  prac- 
ticable; because,  it  is  only  by  asking  yon  can 
obtain  consent ;  it  is  only  by  asking  and  hearing 
the  objections,  it  can  be  decided  whether  the 
passage  is  innocent,  and  the  refusal  anjnst ;  and, 
in  the  third  case,  it  is  only  In  this  way  you  eaa 
judge  whether  your  necessity  for  passing,  or  the 
necessity  of  the  neutral  for  refusing,  is  the  strongs 
er ;  for  it  is  abundantly  clear,  that,  if  a  soperior 
or  equal  necessity  obliges  the  proprietor  of  the 
soil  to  deny  you  passage,  he  may  justly  do  so, 
and  his  right  must  prevail  over  yonrs.    Bat, 
where  your  necessity  is  such,  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  ask  the  permission  of  the  neotral  to 
enter  his  territory,  that  the  very  delay  of  such  a 
proceeding  would  bring  upon  yon  ail  the  calam- 
ity apprehended,  I  hold  it  to  be  right  of  the  bei- 
ligerent  to  proceed  without  permission  asked^ 
leavinff  bis  justification  to  future  explanation 
and  adjustment.    The  necessity  which  justifies 
the  actf  must  also  justify  the  ntonsier,  if  equally 
within  the  urgency  of  the  necessity. 

As  to  an  innocent  passage — so  nnqaestiooably 
innocent,  that  a  refusal  would  be  deemed  unjust, 
and,  of  itself,  authorize  an  entry — I  agree  it  can 
rarely  happen ;  because  the  passage  of  troops 
through  a  country  can  rarely  be  had  without 
some  injury,  more  or  less  immediate  ot  conse- 
quential to  the  neutraL  But,  such  an  instance 
does  occur  in  the  very  case  before  us  wkich  may 
serve  to  exemplify  the  doctrine.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  these  Indian  hostiliue^  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  in  Fort  Scott  becnone 
exceedingly  straitened  for  provisions,  and  the 
enemy,  unable  to  attack  the  place  with  direct 
force,  conceived  the  plan  of  reducing  them  by 
famine  and  cutting  off  all  supplies.  These  sup* 
pliiss  could  only  be  furnished  by  passing  op  the 
Appalachicola  river,  through  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory. In  like  manner,  to  supply  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Crawford,  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  Es- 
cambia river.  Now,  it  is  obvious,  that  while  it 
was  all-important  to  the  United  States  to  use 
these  passages  for  these  purposes,  it  is  equally 
obvious,  that  such  passage  was  entirely  and  na- 
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qvtitifiuililj  ioDoeeDt  in  relation  to  Spain,  and 
'    no  poniUe  injury  or  inconvenience  could  accrue 
to  ber  in  consequence  of  it.    A  refusal,  in  such 
cue,  would,  bjr  the  law  of  nations,  be  deemed 
unjust ;  and  it  force  were  resorted  to  under  such 
'    circumstancea^  the  refusing  nation  would  be  con- 
sidered an  hanng  indiscreetly  drawn  the  riolence 
on  itself.    I  mean  not  to  say,  that  any  such  re- 
fusal waa  made  in  the  case  mentioned.    A  de- 
mand of  duties  was  made,  which,  if  reasonable 
customary,  cannot  be  complained  of;  otherwise, 
if  used  as  a  mere  preteit  tor  embarrassment  and 
delay.    In  considering  this  right  of  passage,  or  of 
crossing  into  the  neutral  territory,  it  is  always 
necessary  to  make  a  full  and  just  estimate  of  the 
reasons  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  to  make 
comparison  of  the  necessity  which  presses  upon 
i    the  belligerent  to  insist  with  the  reasons  the  neu- 
tral may  .urge  for  refusing.    I  cannoL  therefore, 
:   a^ree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
t   ma,  (Mr,  Mbhobr^)  that  there  are  no  degrees  of 
I  necessity  ;  that  it  is  a  point  precise  and  absolute. 
.    On  the  contrary,  it  is,  in  these  cases,  always  a 
:   question  of  degree;  and  the  necessity  which 
will  justify  the  mTasion  of  neutral  territory,  will 
be,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  weight  of  the 
*  counter  necessity  opposed  by  the  neutral  to  pre- 
-    Tent  it.    A  degree  of  necessity  will  authorize  a 
mere  passage,  which  will  not  authorize  the  occn- 
pacjon  of  a  fort ;  in  which  case,  what  is  called  ex* 
<re«ie  necessity  is  required.  From  these  principles 
it  foUowe,  that,  in  order  to  decide  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  General  Jackson's  crossing  into  Florida, 
we  must  examine,  with  some  minuteness,  his 
:    actual  situation  at  the  time  ;  the  nature  and  ur- 
.    geney  of  the  circumstances  that  determined  him 
to  the  measure;  and  fairly  compare  them  with 
the  reasons  which  may  be  urged  against  it  on 
the  part  of  Spain.    We  must  compare  his  neces- 
sities with  the  inconreniences  or  injuries  that 
might  result  to  the  neutral  nation,  by  his  reliev- 
iog  himself  in  this  way. 

The  United  States  are  at  war  with  ceruin 
tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  Spanish  territory. 
1  do  not  inquire,  as  some  gentlemen  hare  done, 
into  the  origin  of  this  war,  or  decide  who  was 
the  immediate  aggressor.  The  commanding 
Qeneral,  whose  conduct  we  are  now  iuTestiffat- 
ing,  has  aothing  to  do  with  this  question,  ft  is 
his  duty  to  fight  the  battles  of  his  country,  and 
carry  on  the  war  according  to  the  laws  of  his 
country.  Those  who  send  him. into  the  field 
miut  answer  for  the  war.  I  may  say,  however, 
that  I  presume  the  origin  of  this  war  is  the  same 
with  all  our  Indian  wars.  It  lies  deep  beyond 
the  power  of  eradication,  in  the  mighty  wrongs 
we  hnTe  heaped  upon  the  miserable  nations  of 
these  lands.  I  cannot  refuse  them  my  heart-felt 
aympathv.  Reflect  upon  what  they  were;  and 
look  at  them  as  they  are.  Qreat  nations  dwin- 
dled down  into  wandering  tribes ;  and  powerful 
kings  degraded  to  beggarly  chiefs.  Once  the  sole 
possessors  of  immeasurable  wilds,  it  could  not 
have  entered  into  their  imagination  that  there 
was  a  force  on  earth  to  disturb  their  possessions, 
and  oTcrthrow  their  power.    It  entered  not  iato 


their  imagination,  that  from  beyond  that  great 
water,  which  to  them  was  an  impassable  IimiL 
there  would  come  a  race  of  beings  to  despoil 
them  of  their  inheritance,  and  sweep  them  from 
the  eartb.  Three  hundred  years  have  roiled  into 
the  bosom  of  eternity  since  the  white  man  put 
his  foot  on  these  silent  shores ;  and  every  day. 
every  hour,  and  every  moment,  has  been  markea 
with  some  act  of  cruelty  and  oppression.  Im- 
posing on  the  credulity  or  the  ignorance  of  the 
aborigines,  and  overawing  their  fears  by  the  use 
of  instruments  of  death  of  inconceivable  terror.. 
The  strangers  gradually  established  themselves,- 
increasing  the  work  or  destruction  with  the  in- 
crease of  their  strength.  The  tide  of  civilization, 
for  so  we  call  it,  fed  from  its  inexhaustible 
sources  in  Europe,  as  well  as  by  its  own  means 
of  augmentation,  swells  rapidly  and  presses  on 
the  savage.  He  retreats  from  forest  to  forest, 
from  mountain  to  mountain,  hoping,  at  every  re- 
move, he  has  left  enough  for  his  invaders,  and 
may  enjoy  in  peace  his  new  abode.  But  in  vain ; 
it  is  only  in  the  grave,  the  last  retreat  of  man, 
that  he  will  find  repose.  He  recedes  before  the 
swelling  waters;  the  cry  of  his  complaint  be- 
comes more  distant  and  feeble,  and  soon  will 
be  heard  no  more.  I  hear,  kit,  of  beneficent  plans 
for  civilizing  the  Indians,  and  securing  their  pos- 
sessions to  them.  The  great  men  who  make 
these  efforts  will  have  the  approbation  of  Qod 
and  their  own  conscience ;  but  this  will  be  all 
their  success.  I  consider  the  fate  of  the  Indian 
as  inevitably  fixed.  He  must  perish.  The  de- 
cree of  extermination  has  long  since  gone  forth ; 
and  the  execution  of  it  is  in  rapid  progress.  Avar 
rice,  sir,  has  counted  their  acres,  and  power  their 
force ;  and  avarice  and  power  march  on  together 
to  their  destruction.  You  talk  of  the  scalping 
knife ;  what  is  it  to  the  liquid  poison  you  poiu 
down  the  throats  of  these  wretched  beings?  You 
declaim  against  the  murderous  tomahawx  ;  what 
is  it,  in  comparison  withyour  arms,  jrour  discip- 
line, your  numbers?  The  contest  is  in  vain; 
and  equally  vain  are  the  efforts  of  a  handful  of 
benevolent  men  against  such  a  combination  of 
force,  stimulated  by  avarice  and  the  temptations 
of  wealth.  When,  in  the  documents  on  your 
table,  I  see  that,  in  this  triumphant  march  of 
General  Jackson,  he  meets,  from  time  to  time, 
(the  only  enemy  he  saw,)  groups  of  old  men  ana 
women,  and  children,  gathering  on  the  edge  of  a 
morass,  their  villages  destroyed,  their  corn  and 
provisions  carried  offj  houseless  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  looking  for  death  alternately  to  famine 
and  the  sword,  my  heart  sickens  at  a  scene  so 
charged  with  wretchedness.  To  rouse  us  from  a 
sympathy  so  deep,  so  irresistible,  we  are  told  of 
tne  scalping  knife  and  the  tomahawk ;  of  oar 
slaughtered  women  and  children.  We  speak  of 
these  things,  as  if  women  and  children  were  an- 
known  to  the  Indians — as  if  they  have  no  such 
beings  amongst  them ;  no  such  near  and  dear  re- 
lations ;  as  if  they  belong  only  to  us.  It  is  not 
so.  The  poor  Indian  mother,  crouching  in  her 
miserable  wigwam,  or  resting  under  the  broad 
canopy  of  heaven,  presses  her  naked  infant  to 
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her  boMMii  with  as  trae  and  fond  cBotkm  as  tlM 
ikirest  in  oar  land ;  aod  her  heart  is  tora  with  as 
iDcen  aognish  if  It  perish  ia  her  sight.  A  few 
nights  since  a  leetore  was  delivered  in  diis  House 
vpon  the  power  of  knowledge.  Amon|f  other 
•extraordinary  productions  of  haman  geoiiis.  the 
mariner's  compass  was  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  most  nsefal.  My  mind,  dwelling  perhaps  on 
this  dehate,  immediately  asked,  Is  it  so?  what 
eays  the  Indian  to  that?  Go  to  the  Southern 
part  of  this  continent,  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic,  once  inhabited  hy  great  and  powerful 
nations,  enjoying  all  the  happiness  life  could 
vire ;  because  it  was  all  tbey  could  know  or  en* 
^oj.  How  do  you  find  it  now  ?  Sadness,  and 
misery,  and  des|)air,  in  man }  waste  and  desola- 
tioii  over  the  plains.  What  has  aiade  this  ehaace, 
aad  sunk  millions  of  happy  beings  into  hordes 
of  degraded  slaves  ?  The  mariner^  compass. 
Turn  your  eyes  to  Northern  America,  the  scene 
is  not  more  cheering,  and  the  cause  the  same. 
Lift  your  prospect  to  the  reeions  of  India,  once 
the  unriTalled  seat  of  costly  magnificence  and 
earthly  power,  but  now  groaning,  expiring  under 
the  enctions  of  commercial  ararioe  and  the  op- 
pressions of  militarv  despotism.  What  did  all 
tkia  ?    The  mariners  compass. 

I  praY  the  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  thb 
digression;  it  was  truljr  my  intention  to  hold 
myself  closdy  to  the  subject  of  discussion,  and  to 
treat  that  only^as  a  question  of  national  law,  al- 
though I  was 'conscious  that  this  dull  course  of 
afgnment  would  want  those  attractions  of  elo- 
quence which  hare  enriched  the  addresses  of 
ether  gentlemen* 

In  the  Fall  of  1817,  hostilities  had  broken  oat 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Seminole  In- 
idians,  residing  in  Florida,  and  assumed  appear- 
mces  of  danger  and  lerocitf ,  requiriagimmediate 
and  effectual  suppression.  On  the  30th  of  No- 
vember of  that  year,  a  boat,  ctmimaaded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Scott,  eontaininjg  forty  men,  some  womes, 
and  I  believe  some  children,  when  ascending  the 
Appalachicola  river,  was  nied  upon  br  a  party 
of  ambuscaded  Indians,  and  the  whole  party 
Idlled,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  Previous  to 
Afs  occurrenee,  other  murders  and  robberies  had 
been  perpetrated.  It  is  said  by  Qeneral  Ghdnes, 
in  one  of  his  talks,  that  the  murderers  and  rob- 
bers had  been  dearanded  of  the  Indians,  atid  re- 
fused ;  and  that  a  council  had  been  held  by  them 
at  Mickasuky,  at  which  war  with  the  United 
States  was  determined  upon.  On  the  15th  De- 
eember,  1817,  our  transports,  passing  up  the  river 
to  reach  our  forts,  were  attacked  from  both 
shores,  and  placed  in  imminent  danger.  On  the 
8th  or  January.  1818,  bodies  of  Indians,  in  the 
whole  from  elgat  to  twelve  hundred,  were  col- 
lecting on  the  Appalachioola,  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  our  supplies.  From  these  facts  it  is 
obvious  that  war  existed  with  as  much  formality 
and  more  activity  than  is  usual  with  Indian  hos- 
tilities. Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  and  the  beginning  of  '18.  In  order  to 
show  that  our  Government  was  truly  desirous  to 
respect,  eveu  to  an  imaginary  line,  the  sover- 


eignty aad  aeutiality  of  Spain,  asd 
so  only  when  circumsiaflces  aaadc  it 


and  of  coarse  justifiable,  it  may  bejpraper  tolo^ 
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to  the  orders  issued  by  the  War  UepaitoKat 
the  aOth  of  October,  1817.  In  a  letter  of  thu 
date  to  General  Gaines,  he  is  told  tbat  the  Pr» 
dent  approves  of  the  maich  of  the  traops  from 
Fort  HoBlgomery  to  Fort  Seou ;  that  he  flatten 
himself  the  appearance  of  this  force  will  lesliaiB 
the  Indians,  aad  induce  them  to  make  reparstiea 
for  the  minders  they  had  eonunined.  Shonli 
they,  however,  refuse  to  make  repararieny  ^if  ig 
the  wish  of  the  President,*'  says  the  Seeietafy, 
^  that  you  should  not,  on  that  neconnt,  pass  the 
'■  line,  and  make  an  atuck  upon  them  wnhin  the 

*  limits  of  Florida,  until  yon  shall  have  teemei 
'  further  iostraetionsfrom  this  department.^  Wt 
see  in  these  orders  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the 
neutral  rights  of  Spaia.  and  a  ▼erjr  diaerimiaa- 
ting  observaace  of  the  laws  of  nntions.  The  two 
ejects  to  be  attained,  were  the  leatiaiat  of  the 
hostilities  and  depredations  of  the  Indians,  and 
to  induce  them  to  make  reparation  finr  those  eom- 
miued.  F4>r  the  atuinmeat  of  them  the  Pn»> 
dent  relies  on  the  appearance  of  the  fioree  of  ear 
troops;  but,  shoeld  he  be  disappointed  in  thh 
hope,  be  directs  that  the  line  shall  not  be  jwmifl 
because  reparation  is  refused,  without  further 
orders  from  the  department.  Now,  whether 
might  pass  the  liiM  for  the  purpose  of 
hostilities,  would  depend  upon  tiie  name 
necessity  of  the  case;  but  it  is  most  elnr  Aat 
we  harve  no  such  right  merely  to  ohcain  iffinm- 
tion  for  |nmt  injuries,  or  to  ehaeiisa  the  enemf 
for  reliistttg  tt.  The  line  is,  theretoe,  noensniakf 
drawn  by  the  President,  neeording  to  thermal 
of  natiottal  law.  He  forbids  the  paaange  peieiiip- 
torily  for  a  caase  not  justified  by  thnt  Inw;  nnd. 
as  to  the  other  object,  directs  that  he  ahdl  he 
consulted  before  so  important  a  step  is  cakea.  Oa 
the  d6th  December,  when  the  order  isaned  fb 
General  Jackson,  to  take  comtnand  of  the  army, 
our  situation  was  no  longer  so  secnie  ns  in  CVto- 
ber  preceding.  The  enemy  had  greatly  ineiaased 
in  number ;  they  had  taken  posittoaa  &tnl  toenr 
garrisons,  by  cutting  oS  nU  simltcs  ft-ein  them; 
they  had  destroved  a  eonsidemble  nnity  of 
going  to  those  forts ;  they  had  ntinekedoerj 
ports,  and  manifested  a  determinatBOB  to  press 
the  war  with  all  their  power  and  aH  their  erei- 
elty.  The  ehaage  of  cireemBtanoes  rs^uired  a 
correspondiag  ehange  in  the  measnrei  of  defence. 
On  the  9th  of  December,  a  letter  is  addteeamd 
from  the  Executive  to  Qeaeml  Quks,  lot  bis 
government.  Fowltowa  had  now  heen  attneked 
and  destroyed  by  General  Gaines.  The  Piwideat 
again  expresses  the  hi^  that  this  cotreetion  will 
induce  the  Indians  to  abstain  from  further  de- 
predations, and  sue  for  peace.  He  eef ere  tke  Gee- 
oral  to  the  letters  of  30th  October  and  3d  Deeem- 
her,  as  manifesting  his  views,  and  diieeu  that 
he  should  conform  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
hesafs,  <*shoald  the  Indians  assemMe  in  foree 
'  on  the  Spanish  side  of  the  line,  and  persevere 
'  in  committing  hostilities  within  the  limitt  of 

*  the  United  States,  you  will,  in  that  evceit,  en- 
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'  ereise  a  soasd  disoretioii  a&to  the  praprietf  of 
'  eroBstog  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  att»ckiag 
*  them  aod  breaking  up  their  towns.''  This  of- 
der,  if  earefallv  attended  to,  will  evince  the  same 
desiie  in  our  Bxecntive,  not  to  tread  on  Spanish 

fTound}  but  under  circumstances  jastified  by  law. 
t  is  not  |o  be  done  because  the  Indians  assemble 
in  force  on  the  Spanish  side,  unless,  in  addition 
to  thii,  they  perscTcre  in  committing  hostilities 
within  the  limits  of  the  Uuited  States.  Thai 
isy  if  the  Spanish  side  of  the  line  is  used  as  a 
position  from  which  they  make  their  attacks,  and 
a  refuge  in  which  they  shelter  themseWes  from 
our  attacks,  from  pursuit  and  defeat,  then  you, 
exercisiDg  a  sound  discretion,  ma^r  pass  the  line. 
Under  sach  circumstances,  it,  in  fact,  becomes  a 
neeesaary  measure  of  preservation,  and  may,  in- 
deed, be  considered  rather  as  a  defensive  than  an 
offettMve  operation.  So  for  it  is  clear,  to  my 
understanding,  that  all  the  orders  issued  irom  the 
War  Departmeat  are  strictly  warranted  by  na- 
tional law,  and  exhibit  a  proper  and  scrupulous 
regard  for  the  rights  of  Spain.  I  find,  however, 
in  a  letter  to  General  Gaiifes,  of  the  16th  Decem- 
ber, that  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  thus 
jtifltified ;  and  I  am  at  loss  to  discover  why  the 
department  abandoned  the  sure  ground  on  which 
it  8tood|  for  that  which  seems  to  me  to  be  abso- 
hicelf  indefensibie.  In  this  letter  the  General  is 
instrueled,  '^should  the  Seminole  Indians  still 
'  sefose  to  make  reparation  for  their  outrages  and 
'  depredations  on  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
^  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Piesideut  that  you  eoaeider 
'  yoauraalf  at  liberty  to  march  across  the  Florida 
'  Line,  and  to  attack  them  within  its  limits,  should 
^  it  be  found  neeemary,  unleas  they  ^ould  shelter 
'  themselves  under  a  SfMinish  fort.  la  the  last 
'  event  jou  will  immediately  notify  this  depart- 
'  aaent.''  I  have  already  shown,  and  it  is  un- 
qnestiouable,  that  the  necessity  which  justifies 
the  violent  invasion  of  a  neutral  country,  must 
be  to  prevent,  to  avoid,  to  be  relieved  from,  an 
injury  or  danger  of  high  moment,  and  not  to  re- 
venge a  wrong,  however  atrocious,  or  ^tain 
redress  lor  depredations,  however  destructive. 
This  distinction,  so  obvious  and  so  |ast.  has  been 
earefnliy  marked  by  the  President  in  all  his  pre- 
vioBs  orders.  Why  it  was  disregarded  in  this 
letter,!  eanoot  say.  On  or  about  the  llthof 
Mareht  181B,  General  Jackson  crosaed  the  river, 
pnssed  down  on  the  east  side,  aad  arrived  on  the 
Idth  at  Fort  Gadsden,  which  is  within  the  Span-' 
ish  line  of  Florida.  Let  us  then  shortly  sum  up 
the  eireumstaaces  hy  which  he  muM  defend  this 
naeasBie,  and  compare  them  with  the  reasons 
Spain  may  justly  urge  against  it ;  and^  by  a  fair 
compaiison  between  them,  we  shall  be  able  lo 
deeiae  whether,  by  the  law  ^  nations,  we  stand 
justified  or  eondemaed  for  this  intrusion  open 
aeutral  territory.  We  defend  on  these  nncon- 
tradicttid  facts :  that  our  enemy,  in  very  consider-: 
able  foree,  had  assembled  on  or  near  the  line 
separating  the  two  countries,  part  of  which  line 
was  a  navigable  river,  the  free  passage  of  which 
was  essential  to  our  safety,  as,  without  it,  neither 
Mpplies,  or  previsions,  or  nronitiona  of  .war,  nor 


reinforeementa  of  men^  could  be  trensDorted  ie 
our  garrisons  within  our  own  territory,  peset  by 
the  uidiaaa,  and  in  danger  of  falling  into  their 
hands,  if  deprived  of  this  assistance.  We  defend 
on  the  obvious  facility  with  which  the  enemy 
might  make  his  destructive  incursions  into  our 
country,  apd  the  impossibility  of  restraining  him, 
if  he  is  to  find  a  shelter  from  pursuit  and  punish- 
ment the  moment  he  repasses  the  line.  We  de- 
fend,  in  the  third  place,  on  the  interminable  na- 
ture of  a  war  thus  carried  on  with  such  an  enemy ; 
the  enormous  expense  to  the  United  States  in 
this  protracted  hostility ;  the  daily  loss  of  vatu- 
able  lives  by  disease  and  the  sworo }  and  the  in- 
finite loss  aad  inconvenience  of  keeping  our  mi- 
litia in  the  field,  from  (heir  homes  and  business, 
when  the  means  of  terminating  the  conflict  were 
so  directly  in  their  view,  and  so  entirely  in  their 
power.  Such  is  the  necessity  under  which  we 
claim  the  right  to  enter  the  Spanish  territary, 
without  thereby  chaoffing  our  pacific  relations 
with  that  Power.  Wimx  can  Spain  oppose  to 
this  to  warrant  her  in  refusing  this  passage  to 
our  troops,  or  in  complaining  of  it  as  im  hostile 
invasion  of  her  rights?  Positively  nothing.  No 
inQury,  no  inconvenience  did  result,  or  could  have 
resulted,  Co  her  from  the  act.  Look  at  the  situ- 
ation of  the  couatry  we  entered ;  it  was  not  a 
populous  city,  whose  peace  might  be  endangered 
and  distitffaed  by  the  presence  of  an  army ;  it 
was  not  thrcHigh flourishing  villages  and  cultiva- 
ted farms  we  passed,  where  the  property  of  the 
inhabitaiits  might  be  pillaged  or  destroyed  hf  Ibe 
disordera  of  a  laige  miliiarjr  forces  hue  a  moee 
waste  and  wilderness,  on  which  the  foot  of  civil- 
ized  man  had  scarcely  trod^  in  which  the  intereat 
of  ihe  Spanish  monarchy  is  but  nominal)  and  of 
the  existence  of  which  the  greater  part  ef  the 
Spanish  people  are  utterly  igaonant.  Above  eM, 
and  which  perhaps  is  the  firat  consideraiion  in 
these  eases,  the  permission  of  this  passage,  nor 
the  taking  of  it,  would  not  expose  Spain  to  any 
danger  from  our  enemy,  or  expose  her  to  the 
danger  of  being  brought  into  the  war  en  account 
of  it.  I  leave  the  crossing  of  the  Spanish  line  on 
this  justification,  being  well  satisfied  it  is  eotiiely 
conMSieat  with  the  most  rigid  observance  ef 
neuural  rights,  as  tecognised  and  guarded  by  the 
laws  of  oatioas.  I  agree  that  permission  shoutd 
havo  been  asked,  if  circnmstances  would  have 
allowed ;  but  the  name  necessity  which  jcatifies 
the  measure,  in  this  instance  justifies  the  adoption 
of  it  without  such  roquet. 

The  occupatioa  of  St.  Marks  hy  the  American 
troops  followed  the  entrance  into  Florida,  and  is 
the  next  proceeding  to  be  considered.  It  is  ad- 
mitted by  our  Government  that  stronger  reasoi^ 
must  be  found  for  taking  possession  of  thia  for- 
tress than  for  the  mere  entmnce  upon  Spanieh 
territory ;  that  is,  the  necessity  must  be  moie 
urgent  and  powerful ;  still,  however,  it  is  but  a 
stronger  case  under  the  same  principle.  The 
seizure  of  a  post  or  fortress  belonging  to  a  neutml 
Power  is  so  high  and  hazardous  an  interfereneo 
with  the  rights  of  property  as  well  as  sovereignty, 
that  it  eaua  for  a  correspondiag  justificatioa. 
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This  is  foQDd  in  what  Vattei  ealts  extreme  ne- 
eeuUy  ;  it  must  be  indispeDsable  for  preserratioD 
from  immediate  destruction ;  this  again  is  but  the 
dictate  of  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  The 
right  of  an  indiyidual  in  his  house,  is  as  perfeet 
and  inviolable  as  that  of  a  nation  in  its  forts ;  a 
man's  house  is  emphaticallf  called  bis  castle,  and 
as  such  protected  dj  the  law.  But  assuredly  it 
would  be  no  illegal  Tiolation  of  this  sanctuary , 
if,  pursued  bv  an  assassin,  I  should  take  refuge  in 
m  J  neighboi^s  dwelling;  and  forcibly  too, if, under 
spch  circumstances  he  would  refuse  or  prevent 
me.  The  necessity  here  required  must  be  imme- 
diate and  extreme.  It  is  not  enough  that  the 
position  taken  will  be  a  convenient  means  of  an- 
noyance to  the  enemy ;  a  prevention  of  future 
danger ;  or  an  effective  instrument  for  offensive 
or  defensive  operations  in  the  war.  No  prospec- 
tive advantag;e  or  danger  will  satisfy  the  law. 
Self  preservation  ;  a  deliverance  from  immediate, 
direct,  and  eitreme  peril,  must  be  the  end  to  be 
obtained  by  means  so  extreme.  This  is  the  prin- 
ciple:  how  does  It  apply  to  the  occupation  of 
St.  Marks  ?  Before  I  examine  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  this  transaction,  I  beg  leave  to  dispose  of 
a  justification  set  op  for  Gkneral  Jackson,  which 
I  hold  to  be  altogether  untenable.  It  is  said  that 
Spain  had  by  her  treaty  stipulated  to  restrain  the 
Indians  within  her  territory  from  hostile  incur- 
sions into  the  United  States;  and  that,  not  hav- 
ing done  this,  whether  from  inabilitv  or  design, 
the  right  devolves  upon  us  to  enter  tne  Spanish 
territory  and  do  that  for  ourselves  which  she  was 
bound,  but  has  failed  to  do  for  us;  and  to  take 
her  forts  in  execution  of  this  design.  To  this,  I 
answer  briefly,  that,  whatever  cause  of  complaint 
this  omission  may  have  given  to  the  United 
States  against  Spain;  and  whatever  cause  of 
war  it  might  have  afforded,  if  the  complaint  was 
not  attended  to  and  a  satisfactory  explanation 
given,  yet  it  ean  give  no  authority  to  a  military 
commander  to  commit  an  act  of  hostility,  and 
involve  his  country  in  a  war  without  its  concur- 
rence. It  is  for  a  hiffher  and  a  safer  power  in 
our  Qovernment  to  Judge  when  treaties  have 
been  brokeb.  and  what  measures  of  redress  should 
be  resorted  to  against  the  delinquent.  To  invade 
the  country  of  another,  because  a  treaty  has  not 
been  observed,  is  to  punish  for  the  delinquency : 
and,  among  nations,  punishment  can  be  inflicted 
only  by  war.  Such  an  attempt  cannot  be  made 
consistent  with  neutral  relations;  and  we  must 
always  keep  in  mind,  that,  whatever  the  General 
has  done,  which  is  not  consistent  with  these  re- 
lations, which  he  had  no  right  to  change,  he  has 
done  without  authority.  I  may  however  use  this 
failure  on  their  part  in  support  of  the  plea  of  ne- 
cessity. It  may  be  considered,  in  a  degree,  as 
both  (he  cause  and  the  evidence  of  the  necessity. 
It  is  the  cause,  inasmuch  as  if  Spain  had  performed 
her  treatv  stipulation  and  restrained  her  Indians, 
we  should  have  no  desire  or  necessity  of  enter- 
ing her  territory  to  prevent  their  hostile  attacks 
upon  us.  It  is  the  evidence,  inasmuch  as  if  the 
Indian  force  was  realljr  so  formidable  as  to  over- 
power the  force  of  Spain,  so  that  she  was  unable 


to  restrain  it  on  perforraaaee  of  her  scipnlai^aa, 
it  is  not  for  her  to  say  that  the  danger  to  os  fruB 
this  force  was  so  inconsiderable  and  trifling  ai 
not  to  justify  any  strong  measures  on  onr  part  to 
guard  against  it.  I  come  now  to  tvm  your  al* 
teation  to  the  facts  and  allegations  relied  opea 
for  the  capture  of  St.  Marks.  In  General  Jack- 
son's letter  of  the  8th  April,  1S18,  he  tells  os  he 
left  Fort  Gadsden  on  the  26th  Mmrch ;  that  oa 
the  1st  April  he  was  joined  by  Meletosh ;  and 
on  the  same  dav  discovered  a  small  party  of  la- 
dians,  which  he  dispersed ;  he  eoacianed  the 
pursuit  of  ihem  through  the  Michamkey  riUmg€j 
where  he  burnt  three  hundred  hoaces.  He  then 
says,  "  as  I  had  reason  to  believe  a  ponioa  of  the 
hostile  Indians  had  fled  to  8t  Marka,  1  dnecied 
my  march  to  that  fortress.^  He  afterwards  found 
the  Indians  and  negroes  had  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  that  fort ;  and  that  the  Spanish  garrisoa 
was  too  weak  to  defend  it ;  and  adds,  that  there 
were  circumstances  reported,  prodnciaga  strong 
conviction  on  his  mind,  that,  if  not  instigated  by 
the  Spanish  authority,  the  Indians  had  reeetvcd 
the  means  of  carryinr  on  the  war  from  tl»t 
quarter ;  and  that  St.  Biarks  was  neoeaaary  as  a 
depot  to  insure  success  to  his  operations.  These 
considerations  determine  General  Jnckson  ts 
occupy  the  fort.  We  here  see  seveml  reasons 
urged  in  justification  of  this  mensore,  some  of 
which  are  good  and  some  bad.  Whiloi  thctefote, 
I  admit  the  justification,  I  desire  to  state  the 
ground  on  which  I  rest  it,  lest  I  might  be  snppoied 
to  adopt  all  the  reasons  given  for  it.  In  this  case 
the  prtneiple  on  which  we  approTe  or  disHappivvt 
is  erery thing ;  as  it  is  the  principle,  assamed  snd 
sanctioned  by  the  House,  which  will  goTem  fu- 
ture eases. 

Three  grounds  are  uken  by  the  General;  Ist, 
that  the  Spanish  authorities  m  this  quarter  had 
instigated  and  supplied  the  enemy,     if  this  fact 
were  made  out  even  stronipr  than  it  is  hy  the  evi- 
dence, I  should  not  hold  it  to  be  a  joMifieatioa 
for  the  measure  taken  by  the  army,  and,  lor  the 
reason  so  often  mentioned,  that  a  eaptnre  oa  ac- 
count would  be  a  hostile  capture ;  an  net  of  war 
against  Spain;  would  be  inconsistent  with  onr 
neutral  relations  with  that  Power.  It  was,  doohs- 
less,  a  just  cause  of  the  most  serions  aod  de- 
termined complaint  by  our  Govemmeoc  sfainac 
Spain ;  it  would  be  a  just  cause  of  war  if  Spain 
refused  all  reasoaable  satisfaction  for  theoatraM : 
but  both  the  cause  and  the  ezfiedicncT  of  sneh  a 
war  was  to  be  decided,  not  by  a  miiiiary  eon- 
mander  of  our  army,  but  by  the  ReptcaantaUTes 
of  the  people,  with  whom  alone  this  high  and 
viul  power  is  intrusted.    Still  less,  if  possible,  h 
the  Gfeneral  justified  by  the  second  consideratioa 
suggested  by  him  in  bu  defence ;  that  St.  Marb 
was  a  necessary  depot  to  insure  sneeess  in  his 
operations  against  our  enemy.    I  will  not  abuK 
the  patience  of  the  Committee  by  showing  then 
that  by  no  known  law  of  nations,  by  no  princiaie 
of  common  justice  or  common  sense,  can  I^ke 
forcible  posaession  of  the  property  of  another; 
can  I  violate  his  most  sacred  and  essential  rights, 
merely  for  my  convenienoe,  or  to  insnre  anceess 
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1  a  contest  to  wbieh  he  it  not  a  party,  afed  in 
rhich  he  has  no  concern.    Such  a  doctrine  is 
lonstroos,  and  sobversire  of  the  verj  foaada- 
ions  of  public  and  prirate  rights.    What,  then, 
smaias  for  his  justification  7    It  is  this^that  a 
arrender  of  this  fortress  had  been  demanded  by 
nr  enemy ;  that  the  neutral  Power  was  confess 
dly  too  weak  to  resist  the  demand  or  prevent 
le  execution  of  the  menace  with  which  it  was 
ccompanied,  of  taking  forcible  possession  if  re- 
used.   For  the  proof  of  this  fact,  I  look  not  to 
ubioDs  circumstances,  or  witnesses  of  doubtful 
redit.    We  hare  it  in  the  unequivocal  declara- 
oDs  of  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  and  the  com- 
landant  of  St.Marks«  Wehavethesedeclarations 
roved,  not  only  by  unexceptionable  witnesses, 
ut  under  the  hand  of  the  commandant  in  hislet- 
er  of  the  7th  of  April.    When  these  officers  of 
he  Spanish  authonty  were  charged  with  giving 
id  aod  coantenaoce  and  protection  to  our  enemy, 
1  violation  both  of  the  general  and  the  treaty 
aties  of  Spain,  they  defend  or  excuse  themselves 
y  displaying  the  force  and  ferocitj  of  the  In- 
ians ;  by  their  menaces  to  take  possession  of  the 
>rt,  and  the  inability  to  prevent  it.    If  these  as* 
irtions  are  to  make  the  apology,  they  must  be 
iken  to  be  true,  and,  if  true,  they  may  be  used 
y  both  parties,  they  may  serve  to  Jfistify  such 
roceedings  on  our  part,  as  are  fairly  justified  by 
lem.    This,  then,  being  the  case,  what  is  the 
rinciple  of  national  law  that  should  govern  it  7 
hold  it  to  be  entirely  clear,  that,  when  a  fort,  or 
3y  other  means  of  warfare,  will,  with  reasonable 
ertainty,  fall  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  bel- 
gerents,  and  be  by  him  used  against  the  other, 
xe  party  thus  endangered  may  prevent  the  evil, 
n  the  rights  of  self-defence,  by  taking  even  for- 
Ibly,  the  instrument  from  the  neutral :  and  that 
lis  iSf  in  point  of  law,  no  hostile  attack  upon  the 
eatraJ,  nor  right  to  faie  considered  bv  him  as  an 
:t  of  war,  or  a  breach  of  his  neutral  relation.  If 
'ms,  artillery,  munitions  of  war,  belonging  to  a 
iutral,  were  about  to  be  taken  by  our  enemjr. 
m  anybody  doubt  we  misht  prevent  this  evil 
f  the  neutral  could  not)  by  seizing  them  our- 
ilves ;  makinff  afterwards  proper  satisfaction  to 
I  e  neutral.   I  know,  sir,  that  I  here  come  directly 
pon  a  transaction  which  made  much  clamor  in 
le  world,  paiticularly  in  this  part  of  it,  when  it 
tcorred-— I  mean  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  fleet, 
log  at  Copenhagen,  by  the  British.    Taking 
e  state  of  the  fact  to  be  as  I  have  represented,! 
innot  doubt  of  the  justification  of  the  act.    It  is 
le  common  sense  of  mankind.    Let  me  put  a 
.miliar  case.    Two  men  are  enj;aged  in  ope  of 
lese  avenues  in  mutual  strife ;  it  is  the  contest 
f  death.    One  of  them  perceives  a  stranger  pass- 
is  by  who  has  no  concern  whatever  in  thequar- 
•1;  who  is  a  neutral.    But,  this  stranger  has  in 
is  hand  a  drawn  sword,  which  the  combatant 
•rtainly  knows  will  be  taken  and  used  against 
m  by  bis  antagonist,  unless  he  prevents  it  by 
izing  the  sword  himself.    He  knows  the  neutral 
Qoot  prevent  it,  if  he  will.    Will  any  man  say, 
at,  in   this  situation,  he  would  not  be  justified 
disregarding,  for  a  moment,  and  in  a  point 


comparatively  iaaignificant,  the  rights  of  the 
straiiger'and  taking  from  him  the  weapon  which 
he  cannot  retain  and  which  in  the  hands  of  his 
adversary  might  befaul  to  him?  I  agree,  sir, 
that  the  belligerent  using  this  violence  takes  a 
high  responsifility[  upon  himself,  and  is  boond  to 
make  out  his  justification  in  the  manner  I  have 
stated,  with  great  certainty  and  by  unequivocal 
evidence.  On  what  principle  but  this  can  our 
Government  justify  itself  for  uking  and  still 
holdini^  Amelia  Island  7  It  had  fallen  into  the 
possession,  not,  indeed,  of  a  regular  fbrce,  and 
civilized  enemy,  but  of  a  gang  of  brigands,  pirates, 
and  fugitives  trom  justice.  From  its  local  situ- 
ation our  country  was  exceedingly  exposed  to 
the  lawless  depredations  of  these  robbers.  Spain, 
the  rightful  owner  of  the  soil,  was  unable  to  break 
up  the  nest  and  expel  the  murderers  from  it,  or 

8 re  vent  the  injuries  which  they  were  able  to  in- 
ict  upon  us  by  the  use  of  the  Spanish  territory. 
Assuredly,  then,  the  most  obvious  principles  of 
self-defence  autnorized  us  to  deprive  the  enemy 
of  this  means  of  annoying  us ;  to  take  from  them, 
not  from  Spain,  a  position  of  which  she  has  been 
unjustly  deprived,  and  which  was  so  dangerotis 
to  us.  It  was  no  violation  of  the  neutral  rights 
of  Spain ;  there  was  nothing  ia  it  of  which  she 
coola  reasonably  complain.  The  occupation  of 
St.  Marks  by  Qeoeral  Jackson  stands  on  the  same 

Srinciples ;  the  admission  and  declarations  of  the 
ipanish  authorities  commanding  in  the  fort. 
One  part  of  this  transaction  I  confess,  is  not  suffi- 
ciently explained.  It  appears  that  the  comman- 
dant and  garrison  were  transported  to  Pensacola; 
but  it  does  not  clearly  appear  whether  this  was 
done  by  the  orders  of  the  Qeneral,  or  in  compli- 
ance with  their  own  wishes.  It  needs  not  a  word 
to  satisfy  the  Committee,  that,  when  a  bellige- 
rent does  find  himself  under  a  necessity  to  appro- 
priate to  himself  the  rights  and  property  of  ano- 
ther, he  must  do  it  with  all  possible  respect  to 
those  rights^  and  with  as  little  inconvenience  and 
injury  as  practicable  to  the  neutral.  He  may 
not,  therefore,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  expel 
the  neutral  firom  his  possession  ;  he  should  hold 
out  a  joint  occupation  of  the  place,  and  hold  it 
as  inoffensively  as  the  nature  of  nis  situation 
will  allow.  Upon  this  point,  I  do  not  find  sufii- 
cient  light  in  the  testimony  to  justify  or  condemn 
the  Qeneral.  I  shall  trouble  the  Committee  no 
longer  with  the  seizure  of  St.  Marks,  having  ex- 
plained the  grounds  on  which  alone  it  appears  to 
me  it  can  be  defended  consistently  with  our 
neutral  relations  with  Spain. 

1  propose  next  to  consider  the  case  of  Pensa- 
cola. The  capture  of  this  place,  with  the  fort  of 
Barancas,  must  be  tried  and  tested  by  the  prinoi- 
pies  I  have  already  submitted  to  the  Committee. 
It  must  be  defended  either  by  showing  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  our  army  from  some  imme- 
diate, unjust,  and  extreme  peril,  or  that  there 
was  such  reasonable  certainty  as  existed  in  the 
case  of  St.  Marka,  that,  if  not  occupied  by  our 
troonp,  it  would  Ml  into  the  hands  ofour  enemy, 
and  by  them  be  used  as  a  means  of  annoyance 
against  us.    This  brings  us  to  a  question  of  fact 
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fo  be  dteid«d  br  the  evideoee.    Oa  the  7tk  of 
April  Qeoeral  Jackson  took  potaeitioii  of  St. 
Bfarks.    Oa  the  20th  of  April  he  writes  that  the 
destroctioa  of  Bowlegstowo.  with  the  poesession 
of  St.  Marks,  will  ead  the  IiidiaD  war  for  the 
prcseat ;  and,  should  it  be  renewed,  the  position 
taken  will  enable  a  small  partjr  to  pnt  it  down. 
He  states  he  is  informal  a  few  Red  Sticks  at 
Peosacola  point  were  fed  and  supplied  by  the 
Qovemor  of  Peosacola;  that  he  will  seconaoitie 
there,  and  then  retam  home  for  his  health.    On 
the  26th  of  Apdi,  he  writes  that  he  will  proceed 
directly  to  Nashrille.     ''My  presence  in  this 
conntry  can  be  no  longer  necessary."    He  ei- 
prosly  declares,  that  the  Indians  are  seattered ; 
eat  off;  and  that  *^  ihey  no  longer  have  the  power, 
if  thef  had  the  will,  of  again  annoying  our  fron- 
tier."   In  another  letter,  written  on  the  5th  of 
May,  he  says,  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  had 
been  feeble;  that  it  had  been  a  war  of  move- 
ments and  partial  rencontres ;  that  the  Red  Sticks 
bid  been  sererely  convinced ;  and  the  Seminoles 
were  too  weak  in  nnmbets  to  beUerc  Ihey  coald 
maintain  a  war  against  the  United  States.    In 
this  same  letter  of  the  5lh  of  May,  he  gives  the 
fint  intunaiion  of  an  intention  to  occupy  Pensa- 
cola.    It  has  been  stated,  he  says,  the  Indians 
have  free  access  into  Pensaeola ;  are  kept  advised 
of  oor  moveuMnis;  snj^plied  with  munidons  of 
war,  and  are  eoUeoting  in  that  oily  to  the  anonqt 
of  four  or  five  hundreo ;  that  iur oads  from  thence 
nse  made  into  Alabama,  and  eighteen  settlers  had 
been  killed.    If  this  is  correct,  says  the  Oeneral, 
Pensaeola  mast  be  occupied  by  the  American 
troops;  the  Governof  treated  according  to  his 
deaeris,  or  as  policy  may  dieiaie.    The  Oeneral 
then  gives  his  ^  confirmed  opinton"  that,  as  Long 
06  SfMiin  has  not  the  power  or  the  will  to  enforce 
the  treaties  by  which  she  is  bound  to  aestnin  the 
Indians,  our  frontier  can  have  no  seeniity  with- 
out occupying  a  cordon  of  posts  along  the  sea- 
shore.   Such  are  the  facts  and  reasons  by  which 
the  Oeneral  defends  the  violent  and  hostile  sei»ire 
of  Pensaeola  and  Bmancas,  and  his  subsequent 
proceedings  reelecting  them.    In  these  (nets  and 
reasons  we  must  find  that  neee^sity  which  alone, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  can  justHy  measures  so 
estmordinary.    It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to 
make  a  particular  analyais  of  the  ovideoee  to 
show  how  utterly  insufficient  it  is  to  the  purpoae. 
The  war  at  an  end;  the  enemy  disperaei^  ex- 
terminaied,  and  broken  dawn;  having  no  longer 
the  power,  if  he  should  have  the  will,  lo  annoy 
us;  the  commanding  General  retorniag  home, 
because  his  presence  can  no  longer  be  necessary ; 
the  position  taken  being  fulW  adequate  to  put 
down  the  war,  should  the  foe  nave  the  teaoerity 
to  renew  it ;  and  yet,  with  all  this  mass  of  fhcts 
testified  by  the  General  himself,  and  this  confi- 
dence of  pinion  eipcessed  by  himself,  we  are  to 
be  told  of  necessities;  of  dangers ;  of  taroads  and 
murders,  which  shall  justify  us  in  one  of  the  most 
highhanded  measuses  that  one  nation  can  take 
against  another.    No,  sir,  these  were  not  the  mo- 
tives; it  was  not  because  a  few  miserable,  de- 
feated, starving  Red  Sticfcs  were  fed  by  the  Gov- 


ernor of  Pensaeola ;  it  could  nol  be  becanKthc 
enemy  was  kept  advised  from  thena  of  the  mnt- 
menis  of  our  army*  after  the  war  wns  over  and  ^ 
movement  but  towards  their  homes  bad  cesKd; 
it  was  not  because  the  Indians  had,  as  they  al- 
ways had,  a  free  access  into  Pensaeola,  that  oe 
General  chose  to  wrest  by  militarf  force  this 
place  from  the  hands  of  its  owner,  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  civilized  nations;  and,  being  as  aec 
of  war,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  his 
country.  It  is  not  becanse  Sp%ia  is  not  in  a  eon- 
dition  to  insist  upon  her  rights,  or  icsent  the  vio- 
lation of  thenii  tnat  the  act  is  tiie  mopp  jastiSei, 
The  Generai  did  that  which,  in  other  circum- 
stances, would  have,  rightfully  on  the  part  of  the 
offended  nation,  involved  us  in  a  war;  and  uwill 
hardly  be  said  such  a  power,  under  our  Coas\i- 
tu  tioOf  is  vested  in  any  m  ilitary  oommander.  But, 
sir,  the  true  motive  of  this  bold  step  is  exposed. 
The  Gkneial  has  a  confirmed  opinion  thai,  oaiess 
Spain  performs  her  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
a  cordon  of  posts  along  the  seasliore  wiU  he  ne- 
cessary ;  and  he  accordingly  proceeds,  wVihoai 
further  consultation  with  his  own  Govemmeat. 
to  occupy  these  posts.  Here,  then,  ve  have  a 
mililary  officer  underukiag  to  judge  vhei^  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  Power  has  been  brokea,  and 
without  ioquiriog  what  reason  or  excuse  iha: 
Powtt  aB(ay  have  in  ezplai^ion;  wilhonf  in- 
quiring whether  his  own  Governmeat  has  been 
reasonably  satisfied  on  the  snli|)ect ;  without  ex- 
amining what  course  the  policy  and  antetests  of 
Jhis  own  eonntrv  mav  dictate  in  eoclt  «  ease,  he 
proceeds  to  applf  i  ^  ^  ^wn  will  a^nd  aoihority, 
tike  remedy  he  deems  most  proper ;  tiint  is,  to 
wage  inunediate  war  on  the  other  p«rty^ j  betakes 
into  his  hands  the  IMghast  power  the  poc^ie  caa 
exensise  themselves  orgramttoothen — Uie  jpewei 
of  potting  the  nation  in  jeopaidy  i  of  expoadJAg 
its  blood  and  treasuas  and  involving  it  in  the 
countless  calamities  or  war.  The  people  of  the 
United  Stales  have  iotrasted  this  pomer  only  to 
their  immediate  representatives,  nod  General 
Jackson  has  walked  over  our  heads  and  <he  heads 
of  the  peo|4e  in  assuming  it  to  Jii^aarlf  This 
must  not  be. 

I  oughit  not  to  p^ss  by  ai^other  ciioi^Bistanee 
that  has  been  vehemently  urged  in  defaaoe  of  the 
Gen^tat  I  mean  the  letter,  or  proteit,  of  die 
Goyeinor  of  Ponsacola,  on  the  approach  of  tlie 
General  to  that  plaoe.  It  has  been  calM  iaso* 
lent,  and  menaciiig^  and  hostile;  folly ^tifyii^ 
any  violence  that  might  be  resorted  co^  to  reseat 
it.  Upon  the  rjeceipt  of  this,  the  General  aaya  he 
hmitated  no  longer;  as  if  be  would  lealiy  have 
us  understand  he  had  not  ceased  to  hesitate  long 
before,aad  firmly  determined  on  hisoonne.  This 
protest,  which  the  General  introduces  as  deier- 
miniog  him  to  take  Pensaeola,  is  dated  on  the 
23d  of  May ;  and  we  must  not  forget  that,  on  the 
5th  of  May,  the  Geaeral  had  explicitly  declared, 
that  **  Peosacola  must  be  oqeupi^  by  an  Ameii- 
can  force,  and  the  Gorernor  treated  accordi^  to 
his  deaerus  or  ^^  policy  mav  dictate,''  and  that 
be  had  actually  marched  for  Pensaeola  to  execute 
thispurpase.    But,,  what  is  this  offensive,  mta- 
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cing,  hostile  protest,  which  excited  so  miich  in- 
ignatiofl,  «od  produced  r  resolution  of  such  ez- 
*eme  delicacy,  both  in  relation  to  the  Spanish 
atbority  and  our  own?  General  Jackson  had, 
ith  his  troops,  passed  tbe  frontier  of  Florida, 
len  under  the  goyeroment  of  this  Gorernor  of 
eusacola,  who  had  been  placed  there  by  his 
OTereign  to  guard  and  protect  it ;  a  trust  for 
^hich  he  was  responsible  to  his  master.  The 
hiTemor  protests  ajpiinst  the  procedure,  as  an 
Sence  towards  Ms  SoTereigo.  He  exhorts  and 
fqaires  the  General  to  return,  and  says,  if  he 
DCS  not,  and  continues  his  aggressions,  he  will 
>pel  force  by  force.  The  continuance  of  aggres- 
OQS  alluded  to,  was  doubtless  the  seizure  of  the 
osts  under  the  command  of  the  Goremor,  which 
le  General  had  resohred  to  uke,  and  did  take  on 
!ie  next  day.  What  is  there  in  this  protest  but 
lat  etiquette  which  etrery  soldier  is  bound  to 
»llow  before  he  surrenders  a  military  post  in- 
usted  to  him  t  It  is  a  formula  perfectly  under^ 
ood  by  eyerybody.  It  is  the  mere  saring  the 
ODor  of  a  soldier.  If  fiftv  thousand  men  were 
>  si  t  tfown  before  a  redoubt,  defended  by  a  ser- 
•ant's  ffuard,  the  same  thing  would  probably  be 
roe.  If  a  schooner,  with  ten  guns,  were  to  meet 
n  enemy's  frigate,  the  commander  would  feel 
oand  to  fife  his  gun  before  he  struck  his  flag. 
Hd  General  Jackson  not  uaderktand  this  protest 
raetJy  in  this  way?  Did  he  really  believe  tbe 
k^rernor  of  Penltacola  was  about  to  attack  him, 
nd  repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  him  out  of 
lorida  ?  Not  one  word  of  it.  How  is  this  pre- 
nded  Upprehension  consistent  with  another  part 
r  his  narratiye  ?  He  takes  St.  Marks  because 
le  whole  Spanish  authority  in  Florida  cannot 
eep  k  from  a  few  naked  savages;  and  yet  he 
9*eeC8  to  tike  Pensacola  from  a  dread  of  tbe 
paat9h  force,  of  being  driven  by  it  out  of 
lorida. 

The  Weakness  of  Spain  is  the  pretext  for  the 
izare  of  one  of  her  fortresses,  and  her  menaces 
»r  the  other.  Indeed,  the  General  expressly  de* 
nres  that  he  entered  Pensacola  with  only  the 
show  of  tesisUttce  f  alluding  certainly  to  this 
rotest^  as  we  hear  of  uo  other  show  of  resistance* 
'he  Tietorious  General  is  now  in  full  possession 
'  Pensacola  and  the  Fdrt  of  Barancas ;  and  puts 
beyond  ihe  power  of  cavil  or  doubt  to  question 
e  oiecives  or  views  which  led  him  to  tbe  act, 
hey  ere  no  longer  equivocal ;  and  to  call  it  any 
Qger  aoyihlng  but  a  hostile  capture— a  decided 
Mi  violent  act  of  war  against  the  Spanish  au* 
lorlty-^r  pretend  that  it  c^n  consist  with  neu* 
111  felaiioBs,  or  was  resorted  to  as  a  means  of 
elf-defence  only,  would  be  an  abuse  of  language^ 
ad  a  disregard  of  the  most  unequivocal  evidence. 
Ve  have  all  the  circumstance  and  parade  of  con- 
uest ;  terms  of  capitulation  are  in  full  fbrm  pro*' 
osed,  modified,  and  acceded  to ;  a  suspension  of 
ostilities  allowed,  until  the  articles  of  surrender 
luld  be  agreed  on ;  the  Spanish  prisoners  march- 
1  oat  and  transported  to  Havana ;  the  rights  of 
ligloo  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants;  and,  in 
lort,  a  more  complete  and  fotmhl  surreodt^r  of 
I  eoemy's  fort  never  had  been,  and  never  can 


be,  made  in  any  ease.  If  any  man  cam  yet  ht 
disposed  to  believe  that  General  Jackson  took 
possession  of  these  places  merriy  on  the  prinei- 

Eles  of  self-defence  and  temporary  security,  let 
im  account,  on  these  principles,  for  the  regular 
organization  of  a  government;  for  suggesting  and 
setting  on  foot  plans  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;  additions  and  improvements  for  thosealready 
existing;  and  exercising  every  aet  of  ownership 
and  ri^bt  that  the  Presfient  of  the  United  States 
could  m  our  acknowledged  territory.  Or  let  him 
look  at  the  General's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  on  the  2d  June,  1818;  he  there  speaks 
of  the  terme  he  has  given  the  garrison  as  "  more 
favorable  than  a  conquered  enemy  would  have 
merited."  He  says  that  ^  the  articles,  with  but 
<  one  eondhion,  amount  to  a  complete  cession  to 
'  the  United  States,  of  the  portion  of  Florida  hith- 
'  erto  under  the  government  of  Don  Jose  Mazot." 
In  another  part  of  his  letter  he  recomaiends  the 
erection  of  certain  works,  as  necessary  "  to  give 
permanent  security  to  this  important  territorial 
acquisition  to  otir  Republic."  We  hear  no  more 
of  a  mere  cordon  of  posts  along  the  seashore,  fbr 
the  purposes  of  defence  end  protection  against  the 
savages ;  but  tbe  presumption  of  power,  and  the 
schemes  of  ambition  develope  themselves  at  large* 
Thequestion,  then,  of  the  GkneraPs  justification  for 
the  capture  of  these  posts,  resolves  itself  into  the 
question  of  his  right  to  make  war  of  his  own 
power  and  authority,  which  never  can  be  a  ques- 
tion here,  while  We  regard  our  Constitution  as 
the  rule  of  conduct  fbr  ourselves  and  for  General 
Jackson.  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  a  fort  actually 
firing  upon  an  army  in  time  of  battle;  it  is  not 
like  the  case  of  a  neutral  ship  mingled  with  the 
fleet  of  our  enemy,  and  combatting  with  them 
against  us;  no  one  would  require  tbaL  in  this 
situation,  she  should  be  distinguished  trom  the 
enemy.  The  conduct  and  situation  of  these  for- 
tresses have  no  analogy  to  such  instances.  They 
are  more  like  the  case  of  capturing  a  neutral 
armed  ship  a  month  or  two  after  an  engagement, 
on  information  that  she  had,  some  time  before, 
held  some  intercourse  with,  or  given  some  sort 
oi>id  to  the  enemy. 

/The  cases  of  Arbutfanot  and  Ambrister  only 
remain  for  consideration.  Although  these  men 
sufierred  one  common  fiite,  they  were  under  very 
diflei^ttt  circumstances,  and  must  be  considered 
separately.  Afnbrister  was  taken  in  the  field, 
associated  with  the  enemy  in  a  manner  to  pre- 
clude all  possibility  of  distinguishing  him  from 
the  enemy,  either  during  the  battle,  such  as  it 
was,  or  in  nis  claitn  upon  humanity  ai\er  he  be- 
came a  prisoner.  He  plead  guilty  to  the  second 
Charge  preferred  a^fainst  him,  which  is^  ^  Lead- 
log  and  commanding  the  Lower  Creeks  in  car- 
ry mg  on  war  affaiost  the  United  States."  If 
therefore,  General  Jackson  might  have  exercised 
the  severity  of  death  upon  an  Indian  io  the  like 
situation,  and  if  the  same  right  extends  to  every 
man  (bund  in  the  Indian  ranks,  it  is  clear  Am- 
brister had  forfeited  his  life,  and  had  no  claim  but 
upon  the  humanity  of  the  General.  As  to  Ar* 
buthnot,  ha  was  not  taken  with  tbe  Indians,  and 
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I  pretame  thtre  is  none  soek*  it  is  tra«  wt  han! 
seea  a  letter  from  the  Spanisli  Ministei^  Pizwro, 
w.  wbich  he  complains  loodljr  of  our  innaions  of 
the  rights  of  his  mister,  and  declares  that  all 
aegetiiUiass  between  os  must  be  suspended  ontil 
proper  repnration  is  made.  But,  as  I  have  good 
teuons  to  beliere,  and  gentlemen  who  donbt 
may  easily  satisfy  themseWes,  that  oar  negotia* 
tioos  with  the  Spanish  Minister  are  resnmed,  I 
eonolvde  that  the  orders  and  explanation  given 
by  our  ExecotiTe  in  relation  to  the  captured 
posts  have  been  reeeived  as  satisfactory,  and,  of 
course,  we  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  throwiag 
this  preponderating  weight  into  the  scale  of  oar 
opponent.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  express  my  r^ct 
aan  decided  disapprobation  of  tlie  terms  of  re- 
woach  and  contempt  in  which  this  nation  has 
oeen  spoken  of  on  this  ftoor;  ''poor,  degraded 
Spain"  has  resounded  from  varioas  parts  of  the 
House.  Is  it  becoming,  sir,  the  dignity  ef  a  rep- 
vesetttative  of  the  American  people  to  ulter  from 
his  high  station  invectives  against  a  nation  with 
whom  we  cultivate  and  maintain  the  most  friend- 
ly relations  9  Is  it  discreet,  sir,  in  any  individual, 
however  enlightened,  to  venture  npea  a  denun- 
ciation of  a  whole  people?  In  this  poor,  degrar 
ded  Spain,  it  miost  be  remembered,  there  is  a 
vaat  mass  of  learning,  and  genius,  and  virtue 
too;  and  a  gentleman  who  passes  it  all  under  his 
eondemnatiofu  and  contempt,  hardly  ooasiders 
what  a  task  he  has  nndertaiEen.  No  people  has 
suffered  more  than  ourselves  by  these  extermi- 
Hating,  sweeping  judgments.  Let  us  not  be 
guilty  of  the  same  ioiustioe  to  others.  When  I 
see  one  of  these  sciibbling  travellers,  an  insigni- 
ficant atom,  gravely  take  upon  himself  to  put 
down  the  character  of  my  own  country,  1  turn 
from  him  with  disgust  and  derision.  Let  us  be 
equallv  just  to  others.  This,  at  least,  a  not  the 
place  for  the  indulgence  of  national  prejudices  or 
resentments.  A  regard  for  ourselves  forbids  it. 
May  I  add,  sir,  that,  in  reference  to  the  weak- 
ness of  Spain,  we  should  characterne  her,  per- 
haps more  justlv,  certainly  more  liberally,  by 
saying  exkciuted^  rather  than  degrad§d,  Spain. 
Yes,  sir,  exhausted  in  a  contest  for  existenee, 
with  a  tnmeadoos  Power,  under  which  every 
odier  nation  of  Europe,  save  one,  sunk  and  fell. 
She  bore  herself  through  with  inflexible  perse- 
verance; and,  if  she  come  oat  of  the  conflict  en- 
itebled  and  exhausted,  it  is  no  cause  of  reproach 
Of  contempt.  We  talk  of  a  war  with  Spain  as  a 
matter  of  amusement.  I  do  not  desire  to  partake 
of  it.  It  will  not  be  found  a  very  eamforuble 
war,  not  from  her  power  to  do  us  much  harm, 
hot  from  the  impossibility  of  fining,  any  thing 
by  it^  or  of  wearing  out  her  pattenee  or  snodutng 
her  fortitude.  The  history  of  every  Spanish  war 
is  a  history  of  immoveable  obstiDaey,  thai  seenK 
to  be  confirmed  and  hardened  by  misfortune  and 
tieal.  In  her  frequent  contests  with  England, 
the  latter,  after  all  her  victories,  has  been  the 
iest  to  desire  peace.  Let  gentlemen  not  deceive 
themselres  about  the  pleasantry  of  a  Spanish 
war.  May  they  not,  sir.  have  some  reapect  jfor 
the  past  chasacter  of  this  nation  f    The  time 


Ihae  been  when  a  Spaaish  kaight  wtitlbttfia 
of  evory thing  that  was  ehivalreas  is  Tiln«^ 
erous  in  hoaor,  and  pure  in  palrieiiim.  icci* 
tury  has  hardly  gone  by  since  the  Spsnisli  ii* 
fhntry  wae  the  ierroi;  of  Europe  ud  the  piideof 
soldiers.  But  those  dbys  of  her  gknyaicpaa 
Where,  now,  is  that  invincible  eoiin|e;  ilm 
noble  devotion  to  honor;  that  suited  Ion  i 
country?  Let  me  tell  you.  inavoieeofiPin< 
ingi  They  are  buried  m  tne  miact  of  Mcdm, 
and  the  mountains  tKf  Pern.  Bewire,  ny  eooir 
trymen  !  look  not  with  so  eager  is  tfetottot 
fatal  pesBCssions,  which  will  abobet^mrc 
of  vour  atrength  and  virtue,  shooldTooMM 
nurortunaie  as  to  obtain  them. 

To  rdturo  to  the  resolutions.  We  bm  been 
toU,  in  the  most  ifonasstoncd  bsbbu,  «(  Om 
dreadful  effect  they  will  have  upoitbehm,^ 
feelings,  and  the  lifo  of  Oraeial  Jeebm.  We 
afe  asked,  with  all  the  vehesBesee  of  dapur. 
will  you  cover  this  hero^  the  pride  sidfloijof 
his  country,  with  infomy,  and  brioff  bs  gny 
hairs  down  to  the  gmve.  For  mfKl^ltm, 
I  have  no  such  ihtentioa  or  desire;  oor  eulia* 
agiae  how  such  consetnences  caa  befouditt 
set  of  resolutions  whieh  do  not  meotioa  the  bum 
of  Geneml  Jackson.  Let  the  lavel  with  vhiek 
hie  country  has  crowned  him,  floariili  it  mmt 
lal  youth;  I  would  not  wither  a  lesf  of  it;  btfif 
I  should  see  a  serpent  entwined  ia  iubnodjo, 
I  would  pluck  it  out  and  oast  it  in  thciiA  Tbe 
first  resoltttioa  proposes  that  a  bill  siuli  be  Re- 
ported prohibiting,  in  tioie  of  peace  ot  v**.*^ 
the.  Indians,  the  execution  of  any  csptireviiMti 

the  approbation  of  the  President  of  theUiiM 
StaUs.  Does  any  gentleman  doabt  (bat  m 
oujht  to  be  the  law  of  the  land  ?  Wby  sbotu 
this  point,  so  impwtant  to  the  eharsciffw 
humanity  of  the  country,  be  left  oawttMUT 
longer?  This  debate  has  showa  a  diremtjol 
opinion  upon  it.  For  the  future  let  it  notexut; 
but  let  the  rule  be  certain  aad  aothorititife,  m 
future  commanders  may  have  some  better  ivik 
for  their  conduet  than  their  owa  ^"^^ 
pricey  or  passions*  If  General  ht^aoamB^ 
such  a  guide,  he  would  not  have  ernd;  utb< 
will  of  his  country  had  been  declared  bftn «» 
of  iu  Legislature,  he  would  not  bavt  ^^ 
iu  The  second  resolution  diiapprofei «[|^ 
seixttre  of  St.  Marks,  Pensacola,  asd  Bei^ 
I  have  expressed  my  opinion  upea  ^.^^ 
and  if  St.  Marks  is  espunged  sbeJi  ^^^^ 
vole  for  the  resolution.  I  have  also  decnica  wj 
afmrobatsoo  of  the  principle  eoauii^d  la  ^ 
third  resolution,  prohibiting  the  vv^  ^^  ^ 
army  into  a  foreign  territory,  withtiit  iw  *f 
thorixation  of  Congress,  twless  io  ibe  a* 
cepted.  As  to  the  resolution  t^^^.^.^Z 
MUitary  Committee,  if  it  related  vi^J^Z 
trial  of  Ar buthnot  and  Ambrister,  I  BhoaU  bei^ 
ly  concur  with  it,  but,  as  it  condemai  iftejjr; 
eution  also,  I  eaonot  give  it  my  vote  eiuJ« 
goes  thus  far.  .    .  Af 

I  owe  the  Committee  my  "W*"  ^'Jf.  wt 
their  patience  and  attention,  thioogh  Uiuw^ 

and  often  tedious,  discuiaioo.  V)  ^^^ "" 
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Kcn  only  to  eotttrtlMtM  my  nitt  to  etocldal^ 
he  important  mifuiries  niiMDitted  to  qs;  and  I 
lOpe  tbtf  endeavor  hai  not  been  altogether  in 
aiD. 

Mr.  Awnnnaoii,  of  Keatueky.  said  that  he  eon- 
arred  with  those  gentfemen  wno  eontidered  the 
[vescions  inrolyed  in  the  reeolations  as  intrinsl- 
ally  of  the  first  Biag:nitade,  and  folly  meriting 
he  free  discnssion  wbith  they  had  receired ;  hot, 
le  said,  h  was  tree  that  the  Honee  of  Represent 
stiTes  eould  give  importance  to  any  question. 
Such  was  the  cbaracrer  and  station  which  this 
loose,  trader  the  Constitotion,  mast  always  hold 
cfore  the  people,  that  every  sobject  which  ex- 
ites  interest  and  feeling  here,  will  command  the 
ttention  of  the  nation.  In  giving  his  o|rinions 
tt  the  (}Mstti«s,  he  should  only  m  nnxious  to 
i?e  expression  to  those  sentiments  which  he  held, 
rithoot  stopping  a  moment  to  inquire  irhether 
bey  were  eonsistent  with  those  of  gentfemen 
rho  Toted  with  him.  In  examining  the  military 
mnsnctioiis  which  gave  rise  to  the  debate,  be 
cknowledged  that  he  had  felt  an  anxiety  to  find 
bnt  the  Alttcriean  officer  was  in  the  right ;  but 
lie  first  eonalderation  with  him  wns,  that  in  gir- 
3g  his  opinions  and  his  Tote,  he  himself  should 
e  exactly  right.  On  great  politietl  ouestions, 
t  has  been  sometimes  thought  tdmissibte  to  act 
rom  partisan  i\9elings,<*->to  express  only  those 
pinions  which  were  saaetioned  by  party,  and 
ronld  eonduce  to  success  in  the  great  end  desired 
-but,  in  a  case  where  the  eharteter  of  a  high 
fficer  was  InTolred,  where  our  conduct  should 
artake  of  judicial  sacrednesx,  it  would  disgrace 
statesman  to  withhold  any  opinion  because  it 
iffered  from  that  of  those  with  whom  he  roted. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  should  discard  from  his 
onsideration  two  questions  which  had  been  in* 
rod  need  and  discoased  with  great  feeling— the 
astice  and  the  coostitutionaliiy  of  the  war.  He 
roold  not  unqualifiedly  say  that  no  circumstan- 
es  should  erer  induce  him  to  discuss  in  this 
louse  the  justice  of  a  war  in  which  his  country 
ras  onee  engaged,  but  he  would  distinctly  say 
lat  nothing  in  this  ease  should  impel  him  to 
o  it.  That  question  was  not  presented  by  the 
esolutioas;  nor  was  the  Constitutional  right  of 
le  President  to  order  the  American  army  to 
asa  into  Florida  now  before  ua.  Thia  last  was 
ertainly  a  fair  subjeet  of  debate  in  Congress,  but 
tie  resolutions  do  not  present  the  point;  they 
resuppose  the  existence  of  the  war,  and  select 
)r  consideration  transaetioos  which  oecnrred  in 
>e  eourse  of  its  prosecution.  The  gentleman 
rho  introduced  them  either  aasenied  to  the  prop- 
sitioii  that  the  war  was  conatitmioaalljr  m^uei  or 
iteniionally  avoided  preseating  that  point.  The 
arefttl  manner  in  which  some  prominent  points 
re  aelecled  for  crimination,  authoriste  the  infer^ 
nee  that  a  debase  was  not  solicited  on  the  other 
ibjects. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  should  new  proceed  to  the  ex- 
miiMiiien  of  the  resolutions,  and  condense  his 
beervations,  as  far  as  it  was  eonsistent  with  a 
tear  statement  of  his  opinton.  The  order  which 
e  akoald  pursue  wns  not  theatrfct  orderof  ehr»- 
IStbLCon.  2dS£sa.— 29 


ndoffy,  hat  was  the  one  in  which  the  anljeei 
had  first  struck  hia  attention,  nnd  the  one  in  waich 
ffentleraen  who  preceded  him  had  considered  rt. 
The  execution  of  the  two  Indisn  chiels,  by  order 
of  the  American  officer,  should  be  first  eonsid* 
ered,  as  it  was  the  simplest  ease.    In  its  exami- 
nation, he  would  only  apply  those  doetriaes  of 
the  laws  of  natioas  which  were  acknowledged  by 
all,  and  not  drag  to  hia  aid  any  principle  of  law 
which  should  of  itself  require  any  argument  to 
support  it.    He  justified,  their  execution  on  the 
ffToond  of  rttaUaiian,    The  principle  of  the  pub- 
lic law  which  is  here  api^tcable  declares  that 
'^we  may  refuse  to  spare  the  life  of  an  eaemy 
'  who  has  surreadered,  when  the  enemy  has  been 
'  guilty  of  acme  enormous  breach  of  the  laws  of 
*'  nntiens,  and  particularly  when  he  has  Tiolated 
'  the  laws  of  war."    This,  too,  is  a  rule  of  na<- 
tional  law  necessary  for  aelMefence.    The  moec 
flagrant  breach  of  the  laws  of  citilixed  warlhre^ 
and  the  one  which  cornea  the  most  completelf 
within  the  scope  of  this  prmciple,  is  the  rtfusal 
of  life  to  a  prisoner.    And  if  the  Seminole  Indi" 
ana,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  have  disregardeil 
humanity  so  far  as  to  refase  <)uaner  to  the  cap^ 
tared,  this  faetj  connected  with  the  undisputed 
law  on  the  suhieet,  seems  to  settle  the  question. 
He  wished  it  distinctly  understood,  that  he  did 
not  consider  the  usual  massacre  of  prisoners  by 
the  samgee,  or  North  American  Indians  gener* 
ally,  as  affording  ground  for  the  jnstificationi 
not  eren  if  committed  by  the  Semrnoles  thenw 
selres  in  former  wars.    He  admitted,  that,  to 
fornish  n  foundation  for  the  application  of  thia 
principle,  this  disregard  of  the  rights  of  humanity 
must  be  shown  by  die  present  enemy  in  the  pres- 
ent war*    This  precisioa  was  necessary  to  dis- 
sipate some  of  the  confusion  which  had  been 
thrown  orer  the  subject  by  the  indeflnitenesa  of 
terms,  and  to  show  distinctly  the  true  ground. 
The  otoly  fact  then  necessary  to  bring  this  case 
within  the  operation  of  the  law  was  the  exist- 
ence of  these  massacres  or  refusnis  to  gire  quar- 
ter on  the  part  of  the  enemy.    This  fact  is  un- 
fortunately too  plain ;  no  gentleman  has  denied 
it.    He  would  not  read  the  proofs— not  eren  men- 
tion the  eaaes  by  name— as  the  documents  were 
in  the  hnnds  of  all.    They  show  that  the  fero- 
cious cruelties  of  the  enemy  were  not  restricted 
to  men ;  that  women  and  children  were  also  the 
▼ictims  of  their  sarage  naturce.    80  far  then  as 
it  regarda  the  Indian  chiefa  who  were  banned, 
the  case  on  the  law  and  the  fiusts  is  plain,  uoleas 
there  exist  reasons  for  considering  the  American 
sarages  as  released  from  the  operation  of  thoae 
laws  of  war  which  embraee  all  other  nationa. 
Thia  position  has  been  laid  dowa  and  eloquently 
urged  by  my  colleague,  (the  Speaker ;)  and  if  he 
has  succeeded,  then  indeed  my  ground  of  justii- 
eatioo  falla.    He  saya  that  we,  by  uniformly  ab^ 
staining  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  colonies 
from  exercising  the  right  of  retaliation  on  the 
aborigines  of  the  country,  hare  created  a  lawlbr 
our  own  goreniment  which  wecaoaot  nowannvl; 
that  by  our  own  conduct  we  have  created  an 
uaage  which  is  now  our  law  of  war  with  Indian 
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•Demies.  A  ffenileman  from  PenneylTRnia  (Mr. 
Hopkimbon)  has  endeayoreijl  to  evade  the  force 
of  this  doctrine  by  a  denial  of  the  facts,  and  has 
ffone  into  a  consideration  of  the  occarreoees  of 
former  wars,  to  show  that  we  had  not  so  iaTari- 
ably  abstained  as  to  have  formed  an  obligatory 
usage.  Mr.  A.  said  he  would  not  consider  the 
facts ;  they  were  perfectly  immaterial.  He  hoped 
they  did  not  exist,  as  he  utterly  denied  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  and  believed  that  it  was 
wholly  wrong.  The  mistake  has  resulted  from 
the  idea  that  the  ri^ht  of  one  nation  to  retaliate 
on  the  prisoners  of  its  enemy,  for  a  refusal  by  that 
enemy  to  spare  the  lives  of  those  captured  bv 
them,  arises  from  the  law  of  nations.  Although 
the  laws  of  nations  recognise  it,  still  this  right 
•listed  prior  to  all  those  laws  or  compacts  which 
bear  that  name.  It  is  a  right  which  every  nation 
baa  to  coerce  its  enemy  to  humanity — a  right  par- 
taking strongly  of  the  right  of  self-defence.  It  es- 
iated  in  the  first  war  which  was  ever  waged.  It 
sorely  requires  no  comoact  among  nations  to  give 
to  one  the  right  to  enforce  an  observance  of  the 
claims  of  humanity  upon  its  enemy  by  retalia- 
tion. The  laws  of  civilized  warfare  declare  that 
you  shall  not  deprive  a  prisoner  of  life,  when  a 
corresponding  humanity  is  shown  by  your  adver- 
aaries.  Then  the  Seminoles  in  this  war  not  hav- 
ing regarded  this  law,  they  present  a  case  in 
which  the  law  of  nations  does  not  interpose— they 
claim  no  shelter  from  it — and  of  course  its  in- 
junction in  this  respect  does  not  operate  on  us. 
But  the  fallacy  of  the  position  contended  for  may 
be  shown  by  apt  illustrations.  If  from  humanity 
or  negligence  you  have  failed  to  inflict  on  a  rob- 
ber the  punisnment  which  the  law  awards  for 
any  succession  of  times,  is  your  right  lost  to  inflict 
the  punishment  for  a  new  ofience?  If  death  is 
awarded  for  an  ofience  where  our  feelings  tell  us 
that  it  is  too  severe,  and  the  ofiender  is  acquitted 
by  the  jury  of  his  country,  or  is  pardoned  by  the 
Supreme  Executive,  have  we  then  lost  the  power, 
when  forbearance  has  failed  of  its  design,  in  a 
new  case  to  execute  the  law?  But  under  the 
doctrine  which  has  been  urged  we  would  by  our 
own  acquiescence  have  deprived  ourselves  of  all 
power  to  punish  such  offenders ;  we  would  have 
abrogated  the  law  which  secured  us  against  rob- 
bery and  plunder,  because  our  neglieence  or  fine 
feelings  had  induced  us  to  abstain  from  its  exe- 
cution. The  municipal  laws  of  most  countries 
declare  that  the  power  of  legal  punishment  in  an 
individual  case  m  lost  after  a  limited  number  of 
years ;  but  it  never  was  contended,  until  in  this 
debate,  that  the  refusal  of  our  ancestors  and  our- 
selves to  retaliate  for  Indian  barbarities  for  any 
number  of  years  annulled  the  right  in  the  case 
of  a  new  injury.  It  cannot  be  that  when  human- 
ity has  failed  of  its  eflfect— when  civilization  and 
Christianity  can  disarm  the  enemyof  noneof  his 
ferocity — that  we  have  lost  the  right,  which  we 
might  in  every  case  have  exercised,  of  coercing 
him  to  spare  the  life  of  his  captive,  by  showing 
to  him  the  perils  of  his  own.  In  our  wars  with 
the  Indians,  every  mode  of  infusing  into  them  a 
regard  for  human  life  has  been  tried  in  vain.  He 


acknowledged  that  retaliation  was  terrib\e,Wiit 
was  this  only  which  made  it  availing:  llvwU 
avail  against  an  Indian  only  beeaue  it  va 
terrible. 

But  a  farther  examination  of  the  couequeBea 
of  this  doctrine  shows  that  it  is  too  miwhitfflii 
to  be  true.  If  it  be  true,  then,  ia  erery  foiBit 
war  with  these  enemies,  we  enter  into  it,  onde 
the  certainty  that  they  will  exercise  the  pruliee 
of  destroying  their  prlsooera,  aad  viih  tbcdii- 
tresaing  knowledge  that  we  have  no  iooger  tk 
power  of  preventing  it;  that  the  ooijrmodeflC 
prevention,  which  could  strike  the  ksmi  or  tbe 
fears  of  an  Indian,  is  lost.  Is  it  domUc  tbtr  toy 
nation  can  live,  surrounded  by  oihen^viih  vbom 
this  inequality  exists?  Aa  ineqBaht)[  ^oiaeed 
by  the  practice  of  humaaity  on  ollrttk,itt&f^ 
rocity  on  theirs ;  an  inequality  which  dtcltm 
that,  itt^the  field  of  battle  only,  can  yoa  deprin 
your  foe  of  life,  while  the  enemy  eaa  vue  ei* 
termination  on  the  captive,  on  women  in  ebil* 
dren.  But,  if  we  have  created  by  usage  this  U« 
for  ourselves,  then,  the  result  must  be,ih&uiu 
acquiescence  has  made  law  for  them }  tkiitbae 
massacres,  once  thought  so  lawless,  ire  oof 
sanctioned  by  usage  and  impunity.  Bntiiisu' 
difierent  to  the  savage,  what  chancier  yoa  gin 
these  acts,  if  you  have  deprived  yourself  of  li! 
power  of  compelling  him  to  abstain  from  tbea. 
To  this  part  of  the  subject  he  sboold  oot  bare 
given  so  much  attention,  if  the  opinion  vkich  he 
bad  here  combatied  had  not  been  orgedbythe 
Speaker,  with  a  confidence  which  demudedu 
answer. 

An  uncontested  and  well-known  role  ol  the 
laws  of  nations,  Mr.  A.  said,  placed  Ambraie 
in  the  same  situation  with  the  lodiins*  TIk 
words  admit  of  no  ambiguity.  '^It  Is  troe,iw 
'  every  associate  of  my  enemy,  isbimselfnf  es- 
*emy.    It  is  of  little  consequence  whether  uy 

*  one  makes  war.  on  me  directly,  and  in  hiiovi 

*  name,  or  under  the  auspices  of  another;  what- 
^  ever  rights  war  gives  me  against  my  priocijaj 
^  enemy,  it  gives  me  against  all  his  vaotitt». 
This  man,  having  been  found  in  ibe  nobof  ue 
enemy,  and  having,  indeed,  fully  adnitted  w 
association,  comes  completdy  within  the  raU, 
and  partakes  of  all  the  liabilities  of  his  pfioe'l"^ 
No  reasoning  could  make  this  case  pUioefiiAtt 
he  would  not  deUin  the  Committee,  banc*'*'^ 
where  the  law,  combined  with  thefiei,«oclnriy 
placed  it. 

The  situation  of  Arbuthnot  is  diiereDtiD  one 
point;  he  was  not  found  in  the  raoksof  thees- 
emy,  but  in  a  neutral  fort.  Most  oC  the  gew 
men  who  have  supported  the  resolotions.  ado" 
that  he  had  been  previously  an  nssociaic  mi^e 
war,  but  contend  that,  as  at  the  time  of  bis  eir 
ture  he  was  a  non-combatant,  the  analogy  ^^*7 
his  case  and  that  of  the  Englishman  is  destroy!^ 
The  reason  of  the  case  certainly  will  not  beir  ib* 
out,  and  they  have  not  produced  any  aothor)iyf° 
the  subject.  It  cannot  be  contended  that  u  ^^ 
General  of  the  enemy  was  taken  in  a  faroi'^o^ 
either  on  his  route  from  one  wing  of  (be  srAT. 
the  other,  or  on  a  journey  to  bi»  Umiift  ^^  '^ 
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woald  Dot  be  a  prisoner  of  war,  althoagh  he  might 
be  entirely  alone,  and  ereo  destitute  of  arms.  If 
Tecumseb,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  bad  been 
captured  in  Canada,  encaged  in  the  work  of  a 
eouotrjr  laborer,  woald  that  fact  alone  hare  de- 
prived him  of  his  war  character,  and  released 
him  from  its  penalties?  The  trne  distinction  is 
this :  when  an  officer  has  resigned,  or  a  soldier 
has  been  discharged,  or  either  has  in  so  effectual 
a  way  seceded,  as  to  be  no  longer  a  member  of 
the  enemy's  armament,  then  the  military  charac- 
ter ceases,  and  not  before.  No  temporary  absence 
will  produce  the  end  contended  for;  it  must  be 
an  absence  attended  with  circumstances  clearly 
showing  a  permanent  secession.  Frequenijy  the 
most  e&etual  aid  is  given,  by  a  partisan,  who  is 
absent,  and  who  is  pbysically  a  non-combatant, 
by  advice  and  other  modes  of  co-operation.  In 
this  ease,  where  the  previous  association  must  be 
conceded,  there  are  no  circumstances  which  in- 
dicate a  separation  from  the  enemy.  As  far  as 
any  evidence  arises  from  bis  situation  in  the  fort, 
to  which  the  enemy  had  constant  access,  it  is  al- 
together against  him.  There  is  a  fact  connected 
with  this  subject,  which  deserves  consideration. 
Among  civilized  nations,  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  community  is  attached  to  the  army,  and  of 
course  the  rulea  of  war  apply  only  to  those  who 
eonstitnte  it ;  the  peasantry  of  the  country  is  not 
subject  to  any  of  the  penalties  of  the  soldier ;  but 
among  the  Indians,  tJiere  is  no  such  distinction ; 
anaong  them  none  exists,  except  that  which  is 
produced  by  age  and  sex.  fivery  man  is  a  warrior, 
tevery  one,  whom  you  take,  is  a  prisoner,  whether 
he  be  in  arms  or  at  rest.  There  is  no  military 
enrolment  among  them;  if  he  belongs  to  the 
nation,  be  belongs  to  the  army.  This  is  certainly 
true,  and  is  founded  on  habits  invariably  preserved 
bf  tne  Indians.  Among  us,  and  all  European 
nations,  that  portion  of  the  community  engaged 
in  husbandry,  or  in  raising  food  for  the  army,  is 
secured  from  the  rules  of  war;  but  among  the 
Indians,  all  the  men  fight,  and  the  food  is  raised 
by  the  women,  and,  of  course,  this  security  from 
war  is  confined  to  them.  If  an  Indian  chief, 
found  in  the  situation  of  Arbuthnot,  would  have 
been  a  prisoner  of  war,  surely  he  was. 

It  has  been  contended  that,  if  the  execution  of 
these  men  was  justifiable,  on  the  principles  of  re- 
taliation, as  General  Jackson  had  not  assigned 
that  as  the  ground  of  his  conduct,  it  could  not 
avail  him;  but,  surely,  if  any  reason  exists,  he 
is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it«  We  form  the  tri- 
bunal which  are  about  to  pass  sentence  on  his 
official  conduct,  and  would  it  not  nartake  of  ex- 
treme harshness,  if,  while  we  justined  the  act,  we 
still  denied  to  him  the  benefit  of  those  reasons 
which  we  admit  are  amply  sufficient  7  The  sole 
question  is,  not  whether  we  concur  with  the  offi- 
cer in  his  reasons,  but  whether  he  had  authority 
for  his  act.  If  we  concede  the  authority,  he  is  be- 
yond our  reach.  If  he  possessed  it,  he  might  fail 
or  refuse  to  exercise  it,  but  he  could  neither  de- 
stroy or  impair  it  bv  any  reasons,  however  false  or 
frivolous.  It  would  be  extraordinary,  indeed,  if 
hose  who  justify  the  act  should  pass  a  vote  of 


censure  on  the  officer,  because  they  diffisred  with 
him  in  the  reasons,  by  which  they  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion.  This  would,  indeed,  make  form 
supersede  substance. 

If  a  reference  to  iudicial  proceedings,  in  civil 
cases,  was  admissible,  it  would  be  recollected 
that  the  correct  decision  of  an  inferior  court  is 
always  affirmed ;  the  appellate  tribunal  leaves  a 
legal  judgment  untouched,  however  improper  or 
illegal  may  have  been  the  reasons  on  which  it 
waa  founded.  Would  you,  Mr.  Cbairmian,  refuse 
the  thanks  of  this  nation  to  an  officer  who  had 
won  a  brilliant  victory,  by  a  right  movement  on 
unmilitary  reasons  7  Would  you  reverse  the  vote 
which  passed  at  a  former  session,  giving  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  the  victors  at  New  Orleans,  if  it 
were  now  ascertained  that  the  battle  was  won 
upon  grounds  which  would  be  wholly  disap- 
proved by  Steuben  or  Marshal  Saxe?  Can  you, 
then,  in  this  case,  censure  General  Jackson  for 
doing  that^  for  which  he  had  authority  and  law. 
but  for  finding  his  reasons  on  the  left  instead  ox 
the  right  hand  page  of  Yattel  7 

It  has  been  farther  urged  by  the  Speaker,  that 
retaliation  is  not  justifiable  where  the  end  cannot 
he  gained ;  that  it  is  unavailing  towards  an  In- 
dian, because  captivity  so  far  degrades  him  in  his 
own  estimation,  that  death  has  ceased  to  have'ils 
terrors.  But  this  opinion  was  entirely  specula- 
tive, and  experience  does  not  support  it.  Life 
may  not  have  equal  attractions  for  all ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  all  prisoners,  whether  white  or  sav- 
ajge,  have,  from  tneir  forlorn  and  friendless  situa- 
th>n,  fewer  inducements  to  adhere  to  life,  than 
when  they  were  cheered  by  freedom  and  their 
friends:  but  it  cannot  be  true  that  an  Indian  cap- 
tive has  Install  inclination  for  life.  Does  he  not 
make  every  exertion  to  release  himself  from  cap- 
tivity, which  the  civilized  man  does?  Will  he 
not,  unremittingly,  seek  his  safety,  by  craft  or  by 
fiiffbt?  It  is  believed  that  he  would  not  onlf 
value  his  life  in  the  same  way,  and  fly  from  cap- 
tivity, but,  with  all  his  former  courage,  fieht  again 
the  battles  of  his  country.  Weatherford,  the 
Creek  chief,  gives  an  illustrious  evidence  that  a 
captured  Indian  is  not  so  degraded  as  to  lose  ail  love 
for  life.  He  was  once  the  prisoner  of  Jackson : 
he  was  voluntarily  released  by  Jackson ;  he  is 
now  the  prince  of  his  nation,  possessed  of  all  the 
influence  which  his  high  talents  ever  gave  him, 
and  all  the  feelings  and  ferocity  which  belong  to 
an  Indian  chief,  imprisonment  did  not  so  al^se 
him  as  to  deprive  retaliation  of  its  end,  if  policy 
had  declareo  the  leader  of  the  massacre  or  Fort 
Mimms  a  fit  victim.  He  is  in  full  possession  of 
all  the  qualities  for  which  he  has  ever  been  dis- 
tinguished ;  and,  if  report  be  true,  he  has  acquired 
some  others,  which  have  been  thought  peculiar 
to  civilized  man ;  it  is  said  that  he  thirsts  for  lu- 
cre, as  well  as  for  blood  and  fame.  A  resolution 
is  now  before  us,  which  will  probably  grow  into 
a  law,  for  the  purchase  of  his  land  in  Alabamai 
at  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

There  is  still  one  part  of  this  subject  which  re- 
quires consideration.  It  is  that  which  involves 
the  power  of  the  General  to  carry  retaliation  into 
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eifeet  without  referring  the  cue  to  the  President 
or  to  CoDgrese.  No  qvestion  arisinf:  oot  of  the 
perplexing  eertee  of  traneaetions  whieh  hire  oe* 
eurred  in  this  war,  has  been  less  soseeptible  of  a 
aohition  perfectly  jntisfaetory  than  this.  Mr.  A. 
said  that  the  eoneluston.  to  whieh  his  mind  had 
OODM,  was  rather  the  result  of  the  preponderance  of 
reaeone  and  conTenieaces,  than  a  clear  eoBTietion 
of  the  truih.  In  Eorope  this  power  is  exercised 
nniTersallf  by  the  commaoders  of  every  arm j ; 
there^  the  present  difficulty  could  not  arise.  Mr. 
A.  said  he  frankly  admitted  that  the  spirit  of  our 
institations  was^so  different,  the  subjection  of  the 
military  to  the  civil  authority  was  so  fondly  cher- 
ished, that  European  practice  could  not  consti* 
tote  law  here.  An  examination  of  the  journals 
of  the  Old  Congress,  however,  clearly  show,  that 
they  considered  this  power  as  vested  in  the  com* 
mandiDg  officer.  On  the  8th  of  November,  1782, 
€k>Dgres8  came  to  this  resolution : 

^To  prevent  tny  miseonstmetion  whieh  msy  arise 
fHnD  the  resolntion  directing  Omptafai  Hnd^y  to  be  set 
at  liberty,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  tiie  eommaader-in^ 
chief,  or  die  commander  of  a  separate  amy,  is,  in  vir- 
tae  of  the  oowen  vested  ia  hUn,  ftilly  aatboriaed  aad 
empowersd,  whenever  (he  enemy  shall  ooamiil  any 
ael  of  cruelty  er  violence  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war, 
to  demand  adequate  satisiactioa  far  the  same ;  aad,  in 
eeae  ouch  satislhntion  shall  net  be  given  In  a  leaeon- 
aMe  or  limited  time,  or  shall  be  fefiieed,  or  evaded 
under  vnj  pretenee  whatever,  to  cause  suitable  leteli- 
ation  to  be  forthwith  made." 

In  a  vrar  with  the  Indians,  who  receive  no 
heralds,  aad  respect  no  dags,  and  with  whom 
the  massacre  of  prisoners  is  not  an  exceptioa 
from  their  usual  conduct,  but  the  general  prac- 
tioe  itself,  it  cannot  be  required  of  Qeneral  Jack- 
eon  that  lie  should  have  been  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  sending  to  the  Indians  any  individual  of  his 
army  to  demand  satisfaction  for  that  whieh  was 
the  common  custom  of  the  nation.    The  idea 
expreseed  io  this  resolution  is  contained  in  one 
passed  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  Colonel 
Hayne,  an  American  officer,  although  it  is  not 
ooaveyed  in  laaffuage  eo  dietinct:  limoived^  That 
'  the  conduct  of  Afajor  Gkneral  QreenOf  In  taking 
'  neoeasary  measures  of  retaliation,  be,  and  hereby 
'  is,  approved."  These  resolutions  clearly  convey 
the  oamien  of  the  Old  Congress,  that  the  com- 
manding officers  of  serrate  armies  possessed  this 
oonlastra  power  by  virtue  of  their  commissions. 
Circumstances  may  be  easily  auppoeed,  in  which 
the  utility  of  retaliation  would  be  entirely  lost, 
if  this  power  ittust  ia  ever|r  ease  be  granted  by 
the  Lmslatore;  in  every  war,  which  is  to  be 
e«acln«ed  in  a  single  campaign,  (and  this  may 
be  the  charaeier  of  many  of  the  Indian  wars,)  if 
the  officer  did  not  possess  it  until  he  could  refer 
the  case  to  Congress,  and  procure  the  authority, 
the  time  weald  have  pamed  at  which  it  could 
arail  him ;  the  eficot  he  would  desire  to  produce, 
on  the  conduct  of  the  enemy^  would  be  lost,  and 
the  reference  useless.    This  would  always  be 
the  caee  where  iibe  teat  of  war  was  at  a  freat 
distanoe  fram  headquarters.    This  view  of  the 
Mbjnet  is  etraagly  supported  bf  the  sicuaiion  df 


an  officer  ia  a  besieged  town.    Here  all  eammn* 
nication  with  his  superiors  is  cat  ott,  and  if  wt 
deny  to  him  this  power  of  eoereiogr  his  enemy 
to  humanity,  his  situation  ia  oaiaerable  indeed ; 
bis  countrymen  hare  failed  to  give  hiai  aoihority, 
and  his  enemies  have  deprived  bim  of  the  meam 
of  acquiring  it.    If  this  power  waa  lodged  ia 
the  President  then  there  can  be  do  difficulty,  a 
Qeneral  Jackson  has  received   the  anbeeqocnt 
sanction  of  his  superior.    But  there  is  a  letter  of 
instruction,  under  which  General  Jaekaon  might, 
if  he  were  disposed,  cover  almoet  anything;  cer- 
tainly evervthmg  which  he  did.    In  the  letter^ 
the  16ih  January,  from  the  War  IDeparfmeai; 
there  are  these  remarkable  and  extraoidinarf 
words:  ''The  honor  of  the  United  States  re* 
'  quires  that  the  war  with  the  Semin^ki  should 
'  be  terminated  speedily,  and  with  exemplary 
'  punishment  for  nostilitles  so  onproveked."    It 
is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  preetee  instruc- 
tions which  the   Secremry  meaac  that  these 
words  should  convey.    They  eannoc  mcaa  that 
the  American  officer  should  march  rapidly,  fight 
gallantly,  and  slay  all  who  reeieted  ia  battle;  all 
this  required  no  order.    It  is  certaia  that  no  au- 
thority has  been  exercised,  whieh   these  wordi 
ore  not  broad  enough  to  convey.     Mr.  A.  said, 
be  did  not  contend  that  the  Secretary  thought 
of  such  a  case  as  bad  occurred,  or  that  Qeneral 
Jackson  wished  to  deduce  his  jmtilicaiioa  from 
it,  but  he  would  most  confidently  aaaert,  that,  If 
the  officer  were  in  the  course  of  a  trial  drivea  to 
extremity,  these  words  give  him  an  aaaple  pateot. 
Mr.  A.  said,  that  it  was  now  manifest  to  t^ 
Committee  that  he  derived  no  part  of  Qeoeral 
Jackson^l  authority  from  the  aentence  of  the 
court  martial ;  his  power  was  poaaeseed  withoat 
their  interference^  and  might  be  exercised  io  direct 
opposition  to  it.    It  may  then  be  denanded,  why 
was  it  convened?    This  still  prodoces  no  diffi- 
culty.   It  mi^ht  be  convenient  to  the  Oeaerai  t» 
have  its  opinion  and  ad  vice  j  or  to  have  iisMti 
io  aEcertaininff  the  facts.    But  yob  night  go  stiU 
farther,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  admit,  that  to  con- 
vene the  coart  was  useless,  and  that  Qeneral 
Jacksoti's  conduct  to  it  was  indecoroaa  and  intuit- 
ing, and  still  the  question  before  us  ia  not  mSeet- 
ed  ;  his  lawful  authority  was  still  the  same,  Aar 
individual  in  private  life  may  ask.  and  ihca  re- 
ject, the  advice  of  his  friends ;  this  indeed  is  very 
rude,  but  his  right  is  undisputed.    The  com- 
mander of  an  army  frequently  coaveoes  bu  offi- 
cers to  bear  their  opiaions  on  the  propriety  of 
fif  htinff  or  retreatiag,  but  no  one  ever  doubled 
his  authority  to  reject  their  advice.    The  order 
for  conveniog  the  officers  in   this  case,  and  the 
circumstances  of  their  having  proceeded  ander 
all  the  forms  of  a  court,  cannot  change  their 
character.    If  the  Qeneral  possesses  the  power 
without  them,  their  seatenee  can  be  no  more  thaa 
advice. 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  would  make  bat  one  other 
remark  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  It  mast  never 
be  forgotten,  that  the  qaestion  here  is  not  that 
which  has  been  so  oAeo  and  so  emphatleally 
propounded-^would  you  have  ezeemed    these 
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VMn  f  It  IB  not  a  qaeslion  of  soperior  immtDity 
betweca  Gkaeral  Jackson  aod  oanelT«8.  We 
may  think  that  we  should  hare  done  otherwise ; 
majr  wish  that  he  had,  bat,  if  he  possessed  the 
aatfaority,  he  may  set  as  at  defianee. 

Before  he  moeeeded  to  ao  examination  of  the 
ease  of  St.  MarkS|  he  wonld  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  orders  which  bad  been  issued  to 
General  Qaiaes  to  respect  a  neotral  fort,  would 
not  in  his  mind  at  all  enter  into  the  eonsidera- 
ikm  of  the  qoesiion.  if  the  President  has  snb- 
•eqnently  sanctioned  the  proceeding,  it  placed 
the  ease,  so  far  as  it  resards  Jackson,  on  the 
gronnd  on  which  it  would  be  if  a  discretionary 
ovder  bad  been  preriottsly  giren  him*  To  a  mil- 
itary oflieer  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether  he 
had  his  orders  in  his  pocltet  at  the  commission  of 
the  act,  or  sabsequenUy  receives  the  approbation 
of  his  commander.  This  House  cannot  proceed 
against  the  indiirldaal  who  does  the  act,  but  the 
anperior  who  recognises  it.  The  fair  question, 
then,  (or  consideration  is,  on  the  power  of  the 
President,  through  his  ofieeis,  to  capture  the 
fort }  although  he  had  not  previously  giyen  or- 
ders for  it,  he  has  approved  the  condoet  e(  the 
officer,  and  still  retains  the  post.  The  reasoning, 
h«  said,  on  which  he  justified  the  occupation  of 
Su  Marks,  was  somewhat  of  the  same  character 
with  that  by  which  he  would  authoriase  an  array 
to  go  into  a  neutral  territory  in  pursuit  of  a  fly- 
ing enemy;  it  wonld  be  useless  to  exercise  this 
tight  if  i(s  advantages  could  be  eut  off  by  the 
coemy^  retiring  into  a  neutral  fort.  Bo^  to 
male  his  opinion  with  precision,  he  laid  down 
this  position  as  the  one  on  which  he  should  bot- 
tom the  justification :  that  the  Indians  had  both 
the  inclinattott  and  the  ability  to  take  the  fort, 
oad  to  make  use  of  its  advantages;  that  we  had 
a  right  to  aaticipate  them,  and  to  turn  its  advan- 
tages to  our  own  use.  He  admitted  that  both 
facts  of  abilitfr  and  inclination  in  the  enemy 
must  exist  to  give  to  us  the  right  of  setting  neu- 
ual  property ;  the  evidence  on  that  pomt  should 
be  presently  attended  to.  If,  in  the  course  of  a 
Maeral  actiea  in  Florida,  a  design  was  mani- 
fested by  the  enemy  to  seize  a  vacant  hillock  or 
emtoeace,  and  use  the  advantages  of  its  situa- 
tion, it  will  not  be  contended  that  we  could  not 
tave  anticipated  them j  and  if,  in  the  course  of  a 
battle,  it  became  manliest  to  the  Amorican  ofioer 
tint  a  Spanish  fort,  which  ought  to  be  held  sa* 
«red  by  both  the  contending  parties,  was  about 
to  be  seized  by  the  enemy,  that  it  could  not  re- 
asst,  that  all  the  advantages  of  the  fortified  place 
would  be  turned  against  him,  his  right  is  cer- 
tainly the  same.  As  soon  as  toe  fort  has  lost  its 
Ifower  te  resist,  it  is  within  the  reason  of  the  rule 
which  applies  to  a  vacant  place.  The  neutml 
^oe  is  bound  to  oppose  all  attempto  from  either 
party  to  convert  it  to  a  hostile  purpose,  but  so 
noon  as  by  its  physical  incapacities  it  has  become 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  its  neutral  char- 
acter is  lost,  and  it  must  be  considered  as  his 
post.  If  these  laws  and  rights  exist  in  the  state 
of  actual  battle,  there  eaa  be  no  reason  for  not 
applying  them  to  the  situatioa  of  two  hostile 


armies  ia  a  netttral  country.  Then,  as  soon  as 
it  was  made  known  to  the  American  Genenl 
that  St.  Marks  no  longer  possessed  the  capacity 
of  nmking  adequate  resistance,  and  would  be- 
come a  fortress  of  his  enemy,  the  protection  of 
its  neutrality  ceased  to  exist.  The  coasequcaee 
of  a  different  doctrine  would  be  destructive  to 
the  army;  it  would  suppose  a  case  in  which  the 
power  and  intention  of  seizing  a  place  might  e^ 
1st  in  the  enemy,  while  we  had  the  power,  but 
no  right,  to  prevent  it:  it  supposes  that  a  place 
may  be  in  a  country  which  one  party  would 
capture  and  the  other  could  not  Spain  has  no 
ground  of  complaint  against  us  who  seized  the 
town.  Her  cause  of  complaint  is  against  those 
who  imposed  oa  us  the  necessitr.  As  his  posi- 
tion rested  entirely  on  the  fact  tnat  the  Indtans 
had  the  ablHtv  and  the  design  of  taking  the  gar- 
rison, he  would  now  turn  to  the  evidence  before 
the  House,  which  was  very  full  on  this  point. 
The  opinion  of  the  Governor  of  Pensacoia  is 
plain.  He  informed  Captain  Call  that  '^the  In- 
dians had  deraaoded  arms,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions, or  the  possession  of  the  garrison  of  St. 
Marks,  and  that  he  presumed  possession  would 
be  given  from  inability  to  defend  it.*'  The  let- 
ters of  Qeneral  Jackson  show  his  conviction  on 
the  subject.  The  one  written  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  states,  that  ^  he  found  that  the  Indiana 
and  negroes  combined  had  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  that  work.  The  Spanteh  garrison  was 
too  weak  to  defend  it."  In  his  letter  to  the  com- 
mandant himself,  after  its  capture,  he  says,  ^at 
''they  are  now  concentrating  with  the  intention 
of  taking  possession  of  St.  Marks  the  moment 
my  army  osovea  from  its  vicinity.**  Mr.  A.  said 
that  he  would  not  read  all  these  letters,  as  it  may 
be  urged  that  Jackson  ought  not  to  be  introdaeed 
as  a  witness  in  this  case,  although  he  thought 
thAt  his  opinions  and  statements  deserved  rery 
high  credit.  Qeneral  Jackson  did  not  voluntarily 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army*— a  sltaa- 
tion  which  incurred  such  hif  h  responsibility,  and 
imposed  on  him  the  obluntion  of  judging  from 
the  facts  before  him.  His  statements  are  not 
gratuitous;  they  are  the  result  of  his  official  sit- 
uation. But,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  would  read  an 
extract  of  the  letter  of  Luengo  of  the  same  dale 
with  the  one  last  mentioned.  In  this  letter  the 
Spaniard,  referring  to  the  partial  dispersion  of 
the  Indians  by  our  army,  says:  <*Thb  being  r«- 
'  alized,  and  there  beioff  now  no  motive  to  fear 

*  any  insult  to  the  fort  from  these  barbarians  and 
'  negroes,  I  beg  permission  of  your  ezceUeocy  to 
'  call  your  attention  to  the  dimculty  I  should  in- 
'  v^ve  myself  in,  with  my  Government,  if  I 
'  were  presently  te  assent  to  what  your  ezcel- 
'  lency  proposes  to  me,  to  garrison  this  fort  with 
<  the  troops  of  the  United  Sutes  without  first 
'  receiving  its  orders.  Such  I  will  solicit  imme- 
'  diately,  when  an  opportunity  oftra;  and  I  do  net 
'  fora  moment  doubt  that  they  will  be  given  to  me^ 
^  so  zealoas  is  my  Government  to  compl v  with 
^  the  stipulations  between  her  and  the  United 

*  States.  In  the  interim  I  hope  your  ezeellency 
'  will  desist  from  your  intention,  and  be  firmly 
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<  pennadcd  of  the  good  faith  and  htrmony  which 
^  will  reign  between  this  garrison  and  whatever 
'  troops  yon  may  think  fit  to  leare  in  this  Tieioity, 

*  who  may  atsist  me  in  the  defenee  of  this  fort 

*  on  any  unforeseen  erent."  In  the  latter  part  of 
this  extract,  the  true  state  of  the  fort  is  seen. 
He  first  declares  that  there  is  now  no  danger  of 
insnlL  bat  then  expresses  a  certain  expectation 
(hat  ne  will  receive  orders  to  surrender  it,  and 
refers  to  troops  which  the  Qeneral  mav  think  fit 
to  leave  to  assist  him  in  the  defence.  In  the  let- 
ter of  this  same  officer  to  Mazot,  Governor  of 
Peasaeola,  he  says:  "  I  shall  not  deny  that  I  have 

*  observed  towards  these  barbarians  a  policy 
'  which  had  the  appearance  of  a  warm  friend- 
'  ship,  and  by  which  I  have  incurred  considera- 
'  ble  expenses.  If,  however,  all  the  circumstances 
^  attendant  on  my  situation  be  duly  weighed,  it 

*  will  be  seen  that  all  this  was  necessary  to  re- 

*  strain  them  from  doiog  what  they  had  at  one 
'  time  premeditated."  But,  the  true  situation  of 
this  fortress,  at  the  very  time  at  which  its  state 
is  interesting  for  the  present  question,  appears 
from  the  evidence  of  Csptain  Qadsden.  His 
words  are:  *'In  conversation  with  thecommand- 
>  ant  of  Fort  St.  Marks,  on  the  subject  of  havinff 
'  that  work  occupied  by  an  American  garrison,! 
'  had  occasion  to  notice  the  aid  and  comfort  that 
'  the  hostile  party  had  received,  as  reported,  from 

*  him,  dbc.    In  reply,  he  stated,  that  his  conduct 

*  had  been  governed  by  policy :  the  defenceless 
'  state  of  his  work,  and  the  weakness  of  the  gar- 
'  rtson,  compelled  him  to  conciliate  the  friendship 
'  of  the  Indians;  to  supply  their  wants;  to  grant 
^  what  he  had  not  power  to  deny,  and  to  throw 

*  open,  With  apparent  willingness,  the  gates  of 
^  htt  fortress,  lest  they  should  be  forced  by  vio- 
'  lenee."  From  the  evidence  contained  in  these 
letters  and  declarations,  it  was  obf  ious  that  St. 
Marks  was  not  capable  of  resisting  an  attack 
from  the  enemy^  and  that  the  Indians  had  the 
intention  of  seizing  it:  it  was,  then,  completely 
within  the  operation  of  the  principle  which  he 
had  laid  down.  If,  indeed,  the  fortress  had  the 
capacity  of  making  resistance,  then  the  conduct 
of  the  Spaniards  is  presented  in  another  point  of 
view,  their  participation  with  the  enemy  was 
voluntary ;  tney  became  so  far  associated  in  the 
war  as  to  have  abandoned  their  neutral  char- 
acter, and  to  have  made  themselves  subject  to 
the  treatment  of  enemies. 

Mr.  A.  said  that,  from  the  same  course  of  rea- 
soning by  which  he  justified  the  occupation  of 
the  pfiice,  he  was  opposed  to  an  unconstitutional 
■urrender.  It  was  taken  because  Spain  could  not 
keep  it  from  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
should  be  retained  until  she  placed  there  the  ne- 
cessary force. 

It  is  evident,  said  Mr.  A.,  from  the  reasons 
which  I  have  assigned,  that  my  ground  of  justi- 
fication does  not  cover  Pensacola.  As  the  occu- 
pation of  both  posts  is  presented  in  the  resolution 
for  censure,  he  could  not,  in  any  event,  vote  for 
the  general  resolution ;  but  he  would  not  rest  his 
vote  on  thst  ground ;  he  would  as  promptly  op- 
pose the  one  as  the  other.    Before  ho  could  give 


his  assent  to  this  proposition,  it  nauat  be  ctti]^ 
lished  that  every  difiereaceof  opinioB  nnthorizci 
a  vote  of  disapprobation.  Before  he  proeeeM 
to  examine  the  case,  he  wonid  make  a  reply  is 
an  observation  which  had  been  repeatedly  ms4c 
in  the  debate.  It  had  been  said  that  tbe  passage 
of  these  resolutions  would  coavey  no  censure 
directly  on  the  officer;  that  his  name  is  not  men- 
tioned. Gkntlemen  say  that  the  first  and  third 
resolutions  are  merelv  preambles^  or  recitals  of 
the  mischief,  which  show  th^  necessity  of  adopt- 
tiog  the  others,  and  founding  n  law  on  them. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  every  vote  which  passes  thU 
House  receives  a  part  of^its  character  from  the 
debate  which  precedes  it ;  and,  after  the  manner 
of  this  debate,  and  the  spirit  which  h«i  marked 
it,  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  passage  of  Uiese 
resolutions  would  not  convey  the  highest  cen- 
sure. 

Why  hnve  the  former  traasaetioas  of  General 
Jackson's  life  been  referred  to  ?    Why  wss  the 
origin  of  the  war  mentioned  ?    These  thian  were 
not  necessary  for  the  question  before  os.    Bni  the 
face  of  the  resolutions  themselves  declares  their 
character.    The  prominent  points  of  a  milittrj 
campaign  are  carefully  selected  and  presented  to 
us  for  condemnation.    Every  act  of  importaoce 
sufficient  to  strike  the  public  attention,  is  seind 
for  crijsination ;  no  part  is  approved ;  silence  or 
disapprobation  covers  the  whole,  and  still  we  tie 
told  no  censure  is  intended.    An  avowal  which 
came  from  a  gentleman  from  Virgrinia,  (Mr.Maa- 
csa,)  msrks  the  true  spirit,  and  showrs  the  effect 
which  these  resolutions  are  expected  to  hare  oa 
the  public  sentiment.    He  savs  that,  sach  are  his 
feeUngsand  opinions,  he  would  vote  to  reduce  the 
army  to  the  command  of  one  migor  general ;  if 
he  failed  in  effecting  his  obiect,  tbeo  to  desircy 
the  other;  if  he  still  failed,  then  to  pat  dowa  the 
army.    When  this  langua|(e  is  held,  it  is  useless 
to  declare  that  no  censure  is  intended.    But  ike 
principle  here  avowed,  and  the  spirit,  are  alike 
unjustifiable.    If  an  American  omeer  has  so  ikr 
forgotten  the  duties  of  his  commissioa  as  to  ren- 
der it  proper  for  the  public  interesta  that  heshoold 
be  discharged  from  the  service,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  order  a  court  martial  for  his  iriaf, 
or  to  strike  him  from  the  rolls ;  and,  if  heskooid 
refuse,  there  is  a  plain,  Constittttioaal  mode  of 
operating  en  him  bv  impeachment.    I  aever,  said 
Mr.  A.,  would  shelter  the  President  from  his  re- 
sponsibility, by  reducing  the  army,  to  exclude  a 
man  whom  he  had  not  independence  enough  to 
dismiss.  So  strong  was  his  disapprobation  o(  aneh 
a  course,  that,  even  if  he  held  every  opinion  of 
General  Jackson's  conduct  which  that  gentlemu 
had  expressed,  and  also  knew  that  the  Presidcit 
wished  it,  he  would  consider  it  dishonorable  ia 
the  House  to  pursue  it.    It  has  been  said  that  this 
is  a  case  not  sufficiently  important  to  impead 
the  President,  even  under  a  refuaU  to  dismiss  tkc 
officer.    Then  mark  the  inconsistency  of  a  rote 
to  reduce  the  army,  to  effect  the  same  end.  To 
abandon  the  plain  course  on  such  an  occasioB, 
and  to  vote  dowa  an  army  of  ten  thoasand  mesi 
which  the  puUic  interests  require,  aaereJy  l» 
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reieh  ooe  obaoiioas  officer,  would  corer  oi  with 
sootempL 

The  eTidenee  reUtioy  to  the  sitaatton  of  Pen- 
laeola  does  not  make  it  a  case  bo  strong  as  thai 
)f  St.  Marks.  To  express  accurately  his  idea  of 
he  difference,  he  wooid  borrow  a  distioction, 
veil  known  to  professional  f^ntlemen.  which  ex- 
sts  between  the  facts  that  justify,  and  those  that 
^xteouate.  The  facts  are  such,  that,  if  presented 
n  the  coarse  of  a  judicial  prosecution,  in  the 
form  of  a  plea,  the  judge  would  declare  they  did 
lot  constitute  a  justification ;  but,  if  they  could 
)e  brought  out  in  evidence,  the  jurV  of  his  conn* 
ry  would  acquit  the  prisoner.  In  the  debate, 
his  House  has  been  called  the  Grand  Inquest  of 
the  Nation.  I  seize  the  idea,  said  Mr.  A.,  and  let 
IS  then  examine  what  is  the  cTidence  which 
niffbt  be  adduced  in  Tindicatton  of  the  officer 
)c(ore  this  national  jury.  Before  any  tribunal 
vhich  can  mingle  liberantj  with  the  coldest  law, 
he  result  is  known.  The  first  fact,  then,  which  is 
^resented,  is  that  which,  alone,  before  the  tribu* 
lal  above,  insures  an  unqualified  acquittal — the 
ibsence  of  all  bad  or  corrupt  intentions;  this  is 
onceded  by  every  gentleman  in  the  debate.  In 
ordinary  cases,  here  the  accused  might  rest,  strong 
n  iheuoiTersal  concession  that  bis  motives  were 
^ood ;  hot  the  breach  of  the  Constitution  is  charg- 
d  upon  him,  and  it  is  demanded  of  him  to  con- 
inoe  his  defence.  Then  zeal,  and  fidelity,  and 
latriotism,  offer  themselves  to  extenuate  the  of- 
ence,  and  declare  that  they  alone  governed  the 
Bind  and  guided  the  hand  which  has  offended, 
f  zeal  in  a  good  cause  can  even  so  far  direct  it- 
elf  to  our  feelinga  and  judgroept  as  to  deprive 
rror  of  its  harshness,  it  most  be  here,  where  the 
ifiicer  was  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  country, 
orrounded  by  enemies  to  whom  submission  is 
o  safety,  and  against  whom  power  is  the  only 
bield.  This  situation  was  rendered  more  em* 
arrassing  and  periious  by  the  doubtful  character 
f  the  Spaniards ;  reliance  on  them  was  destruc- 
on }  their  imbecility  gave  license  to  the  fury  of 
le  Indians,  if,  indeed,  their  perfidy  did  not  invite 
ggresaion.  But  there  arc  other  facts  which  give 
character  to  his  situation.  Spain  was  not  onlv 
ader  the  obligation  of  those  ties  which  bind  all 
ivilized  nations  to  restrain  their  savage  subjects 
om  attacking  friendly  nei|{hbor8,  but  was  bound 
f  solemn  treaty  to  restrain  the  Indians  within 
er  territory.  This  obligation  has  never  been 
enied  nor  fulfilled.  This  was  known  to  our  of- 
cer,  and  every  event  around  him  impressed  the 
Dnvietion  that  the  Spanish  supioeness  partook 
8  moch  of  unwillingness  as  or  weakness ;  that 
o  exertion  was  made,  aod  but  little  inclination 
ras  felt,  to  fulfil  it.  All  the  acts  of  the  Spanish 
uihorities  seem  to  accumulate  evidences  in  his 
indication  ;  each  act  seems  as  if  fated  to  urge 
im  to  his  course.  A  hatighty  protest  is  sent  to 
im  by  the  Governor  of  Fensacola,  demanding 
is  retirement  from  the  territories  of  West  Fiori- 
I,  and  menacing  his  repulse  by  force  ;  and  every 
fficulty  presented  to  the  transportation  of  his 
o visions  necessary  for  the  existence  of  his  army. 
hey  h9Lr9  urged  him  by  their  perfidy,  goaded 


him  by  their  menaces,  tortured  him  by  an  sppre* 
beosion  of  famine  among  his  troops,  and  oow,. 
they  demand  that  he  be  punished  for  capturing: 
that  garrison,  which,  if  used  according  to  the 
stipulation  of  the  treaty,  had  prevented  all  occa- 
sion for  war.  If  all  these  facts  were  still  insuf- 
ficientj  a  skilful  advocate  would  urge  what  would 
essentially  change  the  nature  of  the  defence,  and 
place  General  Jackbon  on  the  high  ground  of  jus-^ 
tiflcatioD.  If  he  could  succeed  in  showing  that 
these  circumstances  combined  gave  evidence  thai 
the  Spaniards  so  far  acted  in  concert  with  the 
enemy  as  to  become  associates  in  the  war,  the 
question  would  be  closed ;  but,  Mr.  A.  said,  that 
was  not  his  own  opinion,  nor  was  it  necessary  for 
the  present  vote.  If  the  Committee  can  think 
that  the  ambiguous  conduct  of  the  Spaniards 
was  such  as  to  create  a  reasonable  doubt  of  their 
character — as  to  produce  a  case  in  which  it  was 
very  difficult  for  the  officer  to  decide  whether 
their  equivocal  attitude  resulted  from  imbecility 
or  actual  concert— this  House  certainly  will  not 
censure  him  for  differing  with  it  in  opinion.  An 
admission  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania amply  supports  him.  He  says,  if  laws  such 
as  these  resolutions  propose  to  pass  had  been  in 
force,  that  Jackson  would  have  acted  differently ; 
his  course  would  have  been  plainly  pointed  out  to 
him.  This  concession,  surely^  declares  that  we 
cannot  censure  him,  and  that  his  error  has  been  in 
some  degree  owing  to  our  negligence.  But  if  this 
officer  shall  be  censured  by  this  House,  then  a 
most  extraordinary  spectacle  will  be  presented. 
Here  is  a  case  in  which  the  wisest  men  of  the 
country  differ;  which  has  been  debated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  two  weeks;  in 
which  half  the  books  in  the  library  have  been 
used  to  tell  us  the  right  from  the  wrong  way; 
and,  at  last,  we  censure  the  officer  for  not  know- 
ing that,  in  the  wilderness  of  Florida,  about  which 
the  nation  differs,  and  Congress  cannot  yet  make 
up  an  opinion.  But  the  speeches  of  the  different 
gentlemen  who  support  the  resolutions  show  that 
their  reasons  are  inconsistent  with  each  other. 
Their  conclusion  is  the  same,  but,  in  many  casea^ 
the  existence  of  one  reason  destroys  the  other* 
Some  gentlemen,  too,  think  the  execution  of  the 
two  foreigners  as  of  no  importance  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  some  even  approve  them,  while  they  declare 
that  the  capture  of  Pensacola  is  the  only  occur- 
rence worthy  of  our  notice ;  and  others,  as  totallv 
differing  with  them  as  with  us,  consider  the  death 
of  the  ficglishmen  as  the  heinous  part  of  the  of- 
fence. This  state  of  sentiment  certainly  goes  to 
the  extenuation  of  the  officer's  conduct;  it  shows 
that,  while  many  approve,  those  who  do  not,  dif- 
fer in  their  reasons,  and  disapprove  different  parts 
of  his  conduct. 

Satubdat,  January  90. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  James  Wilkinson,  late  a  Major  General  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  in- 
demnified against  the  effects  of  a  judgment  for 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  recovered 
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agaiDBt  him  br  Gkoecai  John  Adair,  io  conae- 
oaeQce  of  his  baviDg  arrested  the  said  Adair,  ia 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  1806,  on  a 
chATgB  of  his  beiDgcoocemed  in  the  alleged  coa- 
spiracy  of  Aaroa  Barr. — Referred  lo  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SooTT  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Arkansas  country,  praying 
that  a  separate  territorial  government  may  be 
established  for  the  said  country,  and  that  Com- 
missioners may  be  appointed  to  fix  a  site  for  the 
aeat  thereof. — Beferred. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  certain  manufactured  arti- 
cles [shovels,  spades,  plain  flint  glass,  copperas 
shot,  and  oil  cloths,]  imported  into  the  Unitea 
States;  which  was  twice  read«  and  committed. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  proposition,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lowndes,  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States  to  cases  arising  under  the  law 
relating  to  patents;"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tne  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBESIDENT  OF  THE  UnITAD  StATEB  : 

Zb  the  Ha^t  ^  R^prumtatufu  ^f  the  VnUed  SUOm,- 
In  oompliiBca  wkh  a  naolatiMi  of  tha  Houaa  of 
l^fesanUtims  of  Um  ISth  instant  leqiiaitiag  ma  to 
Oiiiisa  any  infarmatioi,  BOt  alnady  coBiaannicatad>  to 
be  laid  before  the  House,  whathar  Amelia  Island,  fit 
Marks,  and  Penaacola,  jet  remain  in  the  poaseesien 
of  thfi  United  8tatoe ;  and,  if  so^  bj  what  laws  1h»  in- 
habitants are  governed;  whether  articles  imparted 
therein,  from  foreign  countries,  are  sabject  to  any,  and 
w\i9X  duties,  and  bv  what  laws,  and  whether  the  said 
duties  are  collected,  and  how;  whether  Tessels  arriTing 
in  ^e  United  States,  from  Pensacola  and  Amelia  Island, 
and  in  Pensacola  and  Amelia  Island,  from  the  United 
•lates  TCspeettTely,  are  considered  and  treated  as  Tea* 
eels  arriviDg  from  ibrsign  ooontries ;  I  traasmit  a  re- 
pnt  from  the  Secrstaiy  of  the  Treasury,  and  likewise 
one  from  the  SecnCnry  of  War,  which  will  aflford  all 
tha  Mniflsataon  requested  by  the  Hoose  of  Repre- 
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The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

'    Another  Message  was  received  ffom  the  PaEai- 
DENT  OF  THE  Unitsd  States,  as  foUows: 

To  the  Houie  of  R^esentaiiva  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  oom« 
pliance  with  their  resolution  of  the  4th  of  this  month, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  oonceming  the 
^pucations  which  have  been  made  by  any  of  the  in- 
dependent Governments  ef  South  America,  to  have  a 
Minister  or  Consul  General  accredited  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  with  the  answers  of  this 
Ooremment  to  the  applications  addressed  to  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Samvamt  to,  1819. 


The  Meaaage  was  read,  aad,  with  the  iwm 
panying  documents,  ordered  to  lie  od  UttuUt 

MaiTARY  PUNISHMENTS. 

&d/.  lUiiBuaii  offeced  ihe  foUoanaf  nnh> 
tion: 

Reeobnd,  That  the  Isdkwiy  OowbiUm  hqae 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  ljlswftr(kp» 
ishflient  of  crimes  oeaunittod  fay  penani  cnphyiia 
the  aiBues  of  the  United  Slatea,  withset  Ihs  liiuk 
thereof,  and  which  are  net  piovidsd  kt  bf  siaiiai 
laws. 

Mr.  fi«  observed^  in  exi^muiott  of  kismotioB, 
that,  during  the  discuaaion  which  kd  for  sone 
daya  occupied  the  House,  the  qocitioB  hid  o^ 
cttrred  to  hin^  whether  there  wasasf  {ntiiw 
in  ouf  laws  for  the  poniahment  of  etioa  eo» 
mitted  by  men  in  the  Army  beyond  tkeliisiaif 
the  United  States,  and  which  were  not  pr»fided 
for  by  the  military  code.    In  other  wm,  vie- 
ther  Lhe  jnriadietion  of  o«r  civil  coarueiMiM 
to  ortmi^s  committed  in  that  situatioo.  HeM 
himself  no  doubt  oi  tke  right  of  jaii»dicuw be- 
ing in  the  nation  over  its  own  citizeas.eaplojti 
in  the  Army,  in  any  conntry  where,  bf  ik«  kn 
of  nations,  our  army  bad  a  right  to  gi^ij"^!^ 
had  understood  that   the  courts  ei  the  Uiuii 
Statea  had  declined  uking  eogsinaceof  offM 
committed   aaywherOy  unless  jarisdictioiw 
been  expressly  given  hya  statute,   ir^uw 
correct,  erimea  of  the  highest  cksi  ni(ti  Ik 
committed  by  individaaisof  our  amf  in  rlorm 
for  which  there  was  no  legal  ponishaicpt.  Tv 
aitielco  of  war,  Mc  H.  obeerved,  pievidid  for  tbi 
ponishment  of  JMorimes,  but  these  of  sniuti^ 
ehacaetea.    Thby  did  not  provide  for  the  Ave* 
HKirder.    Am  inferior  hdUing  his  saperior  nyM 
indeed  he  paoished,  and  paaished  with  t^^ 
under  the  arciele  which  piehibiu  the  fnm 
anperiora;  but  there  wma  no  adequate  pooubow 
for  na  officer  who  should  mufder  a  Miff,  0^ » 
officer  his  iafecior.    Within  the  Uaiu  ^^ 
United  States  aU  offenoes  of  this  dea^ 
were  poniahed  by  the  oivil  courts  of  the  w«i» 
If  the  view  hc  had  taken  of  the  sabjeet  m^ 
ree^  Mr.  H.  said  the  propriety  of  p««>f  ■  r 
aa  speedily  as  possible  must  be  appreDj;^  oj 
therefore^  aaoved  the  reeolutioo  whKb  v  «^ 
submitted* 
The  reaolatioa  was  agreed  to. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  i»»«?^?^  2, 
day,  and  again  toolc  up,  ia  Coma»)i«*  *.^ 
Whole,  the  report  of  lhe  MUiurf  Gom^"^ 
on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war*      .  .  .l. 

Mr.  Amdbrsoxi,  of  Kentucky,  c^'^'J^aji 
speech  which  he  yesterday  «omineBC«fl»  •».  ^, 
the  report  and  resolutions  of  ceniW'i**  » 

entire  in  preceding  pages,  ,.  .  ^uL  iW 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Caxoitni,  »»i^^^ 
before  he  entered  into  the  consideitUM  «  ^^ 
guments  on  which  he  supposed  {***Lj,jjiiae 
mine  ci on  of  the  resolutions  before  the  y  r^  | 
should  principally  depend,  hewould»dJ«J  ^ 
moment,  to   some  observatioas  A*'' 
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Speaker,  in  relattOB  to  ihe  treMjr  of  Fort  Jtek- 
SOB.  His  Bbeeaoe  from  this  eoantry  at  tke  period 
of  the  maty,  aa^l  for  tome  time  after  it,soffieieDt}f 
aoeoBBted  for  hie  iBfonnaiion  being  iBcorrect 
Bpott  this  topic.  He  ha4  said,  that  it  wo«ld  hare 
been  worthjr  the  geBcrositf  of  the  Gorerbmeat 
le  hare  f  iTen  tome  coBtideration  to  the  ladians, 
for  the  ceeeioBs  of  lead  which  it  obtaiaed.  The 
teoordt  of  the  country  woald  show  that  this  was 
tke  eoorse  acloally  imisned.  After  the  ratifiea- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jaeksoa,  Ihe  joonial  of 
the  eemmisBloners  who  made  it  was  Mid  before 
the  Hoase  of  Represeautires.  It  ooDtatoed  a  de- 
daratioB  of  the  chiefs  whosi^ed  tbe  treaty,  that 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  its  terms,  aJtheogh 
ihey  woold  not  withhold  the  signature  which  was 
iBsisted  on.  The  same  paper  furnished  the  proof 
that  the  cessions  in  tlve  treaty  were  not  made 
with  the  free  consent  of  the  chiels,  and  an  expo* 
sition  of  the  terms  on  which  that  consent  would 
hmwe  been  ffiren.  The  House  of  R^rescntatiTes, 
he  belicTea,  by  aa  unaBioMOs  vots,  passed  a  bill, 
which  gave  to  the  Indians  the  terms,  with  which, 
at  the  conferences  at  Fort  Jackson,  they  had  de- 
clared that  they  would  be  iallf  satisfied.  This  bill 
Jiad  beeoBie  a  law,  and^  if  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty  had  been  each  as  it  was  harsh  to  exact,  the 
OoyerBBient,  which  gave  a  mua  exeeediog  one 
jMBdsed  thousand  dollars,  as  an  equivalent  for  a 
aeasion  wkioh,  bjr  trealf ,  was  to  have  been  made 
without  any  equirakat,  bad  pumied  precisely  the 
Boodact  which  the  Speaker  4iad4eclaffed  he  could 
fcmBe  wished* 

Mr.  L.  WBskl  Bot  say  tbat  the  act  was  lib* 
eitti  aad  magnanioMBs.  Brndk  praise  siwuld  be 
BBBcnred  for  grealer  oocasioae.  Bac  it  w«s  just. 
If  or  had  he  ever  heard,  aer  did  be  betieve^  that 
4foB  ooaduct  of  the  Uaiied  Suies,  after  the  treaty 
of  Fort  Jaeksoa^  had  given  groaad  of  complatat 
Ca  tke  Creek  aatioo,  inhabiting  wiiiiia  their  boaad- 
anee.  Fimitives,  indeed,  from  the  nation,  anwill- 
m^  or  airaid  to  trust  thetaselves  amon^  tkeir 
oocintrymen.  had  sought  refuge  ia  Florida^  but 
thmit  flight  did  aot  divest  the  nation  of  the  righa 
oC  aegotiatioB  and  government.  Nor  did  they 
fkreteadit.  They  sought  only  forpersonalsafoty, 
aod,  at  the  date  of  the  Treaty  of  CFheat,  there  was 
no  urar  betweea  tke  United  States  and  any  part 
of  tke  Creek  aatioa. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  be  considered  basMclf  farts- 
BBte  in  haviitf  aa  opportunity  of  addressiag  the 
Chair,  immediately  after  the  geatlemaa  from 
Keaiueky  (Mr.  Abbbbbob)  who  had  just  takea 
hie.  seat.  He  did  boc  coaenr,  in  general^  ia  the 
ooBclasioBs  wkiak  that  gentleman  had  formed, 
but  he  should  gladly  follow  his  example,  ia  ab* 
BiainiBg  from  the  dtscusions  of  questions  which 
were  aot  aeoessary  to  tke  deeisioo  of  the  resolu- 
tions before  the  Committee.  Aqd  upon  questions 
of  this  sort  BU>re  tkan  half  of  the  deaate  appeared 
to  btm  to  have  turned. 

There  was  no  resolution  before  the  Committee 
declaring  that  the  President  was  not  authorized 
to  direct  the  march  of  our  troops  into  those  parts 
of  the  Senunole  country  which  lav  beyoad  the 
baBodary  of  the  United  Sl^es.    He  ehauld  not 


discuss  the  quastkNi.    He  unequivocally  admit* 
ted  the  right. 

There  was  no  resolution  before  the  Commit'^ 
tee  declaring  that  the  OoveiUment  of  the  United 
States  was  not  authorized,  by  the  uofViendly  con* 
duct  of  Spain,  to  occupy  Florida,  or  to  resort  to 
general  hostilities.  He  would  not  discuss  this 
question.  He  agreed  with  every  member  who 
had  spoken,  that  Congrees  had  the  right  ta  de- 
clare war  against  Spain,  if  it  thought  it  expe* 
dieat  so  to  do. 

But  had  General  Jaeksoa  tke  right  to  take  pos- 
session of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  f  Had  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  right  ?  The 
rights  of  his  subordiaata  officer  were  not  grealer 
thaa  his  owe. 

Gkatlemen  must  recolleot  the  deliberations 
upon  this  subject  during  Ihe  last  session;  the 
notice  of  a  proposal  by  a  member  fVom  Georgia 
for  the  seizure  of  Florida— the  decision  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  agafnst  the  ex* 
pedieacy  of  seizing  it— the  acquiescence  of  the 
House  in  the  opinion  of  their  committee.  If  any 
man  had  suggested^  during  the  last  session,  that 
Coagress,  by  avoiding  the  determination  of  the 
question  of  occupying  Florida,  woold  have  left 
it  opea  to  the  decision  of  the  President,  or  the 
General,  the  suggestion  would  have  been  heard 
wUh  utter  incrnfulity.  If  Coogress  could  have 
believed  that  by  their  omission  to  act.  the  power 
of  chaagiog  the  pacific  relatioos  of  the  country 
woold  have  been  devolved  upon  any  executive 
ofteer,'hedidnot  doubt  that  they  would  have 
directed,  explicitly,  what  those  relations  shoaM 
be.  Bot  who  oould  have  foreseen  that  tke  very 
circBBUtanees  which  in  March  last  were  insom* 
ctent  to  give  the  sanction,  even  of  political  expe> 
diency,  to  the  occopatioa  of  Florida,  were  soon 
after  to  be  the  principal  coastitueats  of  a  mkiiary 
necessity,  which  would  justify  a  General  in  Uk« 
ing  what  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  had 
determined  not  to  take  t 

The  power  of  declaring  war  is  given  only  Co 
Congrees.  To  employ  the  army  of  the  nation 
for  the  purpose  of  takiag  possession  by  force  of 
the  territory,  the  towns,  and  even  the  torts,  of  a 
foreiga  State,  seems  to  fulfil  every  coodiitoB 
which  can  be  necessary  to  constitute  an  act  of 
war.  If  such  an  act  be  done  by  aa  officer  who 
has  authority  to  do  it,  It  is  war.  It  was  war, 
then,  if  General  Jackson  was  authorized  by  his 
office,  or  by  the  legal  orders  of  the  President,  to 
take  possession  of  Pensacola  ;  and  to  say  that  he 
was  authorized  by  neither,  is  at  once  to  admit 
the  truth  of  the  position  taken  in  the  resolution. 
A  necessity,  indeed,  which  would  make  the  act 
iavoluntary,  would  change  iu  character  of  hos- 
tility ;  but  he  must  reserve  this  topic  of  necessity 
for  aaather  part  of  his  arffument.  It  was  not 
alone,  however^  the  power  of  declaring  war  which 
was  given  to  Congress;  the  power  of  employing 
force  against  the  property  or  possessions  of  a 
foreign  natioa,  under  circumstances  which  do 
not  amount  to  war,  is  also  confided  to  the  same 
authority. 

The  namers  of  the  Coostitutioa  did  not  repoae 
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that  happy  confidence  in  RiecotiTe  or  military 
officers  which  might  hare  induced  tbem  to  give 
to  Cottgre^  onijr  the  right  of  proclaiming  %  sol- 
emn and  general  wtfr,  and  to  leave  to  the  Eieea- 
tiTC  or  the  military  the  right  of  engaging  in  par- 
tial hostilities.  It  the  people  of  Pensacola,  en- 
coaraged  by  the  local  goyernment,  had  employed 
their  ships  in  directly  plundering  our  property, 
the  principles  of  national  law  would  jusiiiy  the 
United  States  in  giving  to  their  citizens  the  in- 
demnity which  tbe  capture  of  Spanish  ships 
would  afford.  But  by  whom  must  this  capture 
he  authorized ;  by  whom  must  letters  of  marque 
be  issued — in  other  words^  by  whom  must  the 
employment  of  force  against  the  property  of  a 
foreign  nation,  under  circumstances  which  do 
nol  amount  to  war,  be  directed  7  Bv  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  And  is  there,  then, 
plausibility  in  the  argument  which  supposes  that 
the  President  or  the  General  may  take,  by  force, 
the  acknowledged  territory  of  a  foreign  rower, 
or  even  besiege  and  assault  his  forts,  and  this, 
under  a  Constitution  which,  by  the  plainest 
words,  reserves  to  the  legislature  the  exclusive 
power  of  authorizing  the  capture  even  of  a 
schooner  on  the  high  seas  7 

Mr.  L.  considered  it  clear  that  the  President 
had  no  right  to  authorise  the  capture  of  St.  Marks 
and  Pensacola.  And  the  documents  upon  the 
table  sufficiently  proved  that  such  was  the  view 
be  had  taken  of  his  own  powers.  To  have  re- 
tained Pensacola,  even  until  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, would  have  been,  he  says,  to  have  changed 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries.  To  such 
a  change  (he  ^dds)  ihe  power  of  the  Executive 
is  incompetent.  To  have  retained  Pensacola  for 
a  month  or  two^  against  tbe  will  of  Spain,  would 
have  been  war ;  the  order  for  its  restoration  was 
therefore  given,  promptly  and  without  the  slight- 
est intimation  of  any  change  in  the  condition  ef 
the  Indian  enemy,  or  of  our  own  army,  which 
would  make  its  retention  less  necessary  or  less 
justifiable  than  its  original  capture.  Are  we,  then, 
to  believe  that,  to  have  retained  possession  or 
Pensacola  for  a  few  months,  against  the  will  of 
Spain,  would  have  been  war,  and  that  to  have 
taken  it  by  force,  to  have  entered  it  by  military 
capitulation,  was  not  an  act  of  war ;  that  it  did 
not  even  imply  any  change  in  the  state  of  our 
foreign  relations,  to  which  the  power  of  the  fi^* 
eeutive  was  incompetent? 

Mr.  L.  had  referred  to  the  President's  convic- 
tion of  a  want  of  authority  on  his  part,  to  re- 
tain or  to  take  Pensacola,  with  no  view  of  sub- 
stituting authority  for  argument:  but,  by  an 
ingenious  construction  of  vague  and  general 
phrases,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show  that 
powers  sufficiently  lar^e  had  been  given  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  Pen- 
sacola. He  did  not  wish  to  engage  in  this  verbal 
isriticism.  A  sufficient  proof  that  the  President 
did  not  design  to  give  any  power  for  occupying 
Pensacola,  was  found  in  this^  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  authorized  to  give  any.  Argument, 
however^  upon  this  subject,  was  as  unnecessary 
aa  criticism.    The  gentleman  from  New  York 


(Mr.  Stoerb)  had  proved,  br  the  cztracu  whV^ 
he  had  read  from  the  President's  nuesage  aa4 


from  Mr.  Adams's  letter,  that  the  oeeopation  of 
St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  was  withoat  the  aothor- 
itv  of  the  Government,  and  on  the  rcsponsibiUtf 
or  the  commanding  Gkneral. 

The  President,  then,  had  no  right  to  give  at 
order  for  the  occupation  of  the  places  in  qoct- 
tion,  and  he  had  given  none.  Bat  he  had  givea 
orders,  the  fair  and  obvious  import  of  which  for- 
bade the  oeeopation  of  St.  Marks  aad  PensaeoUL 
If  the  Indians  took  shelter  under  m  Bfmah  fort, 
the  General  was  not  to  attack  tbem^  bat  to  notifr 
the  Department  of  the  fact.  Nov,  he  woold  aas 
the  Committee  for  a  moment  to  sappose  that  ike 
Indians,  beaten  and  pursued  throogk  their  swam^ 
had  actually  taken  refuge  under  the  gans  of  Pen- 
sacola. What  would  have  been  the  sitmtion  of 
General  Jackson  1  What  his  powers  and  datiest 
The  very  exigency  foreseen,  and  provided  for  by 
the  instructions  of  the  War  Department,  woaid 
have  occurred.  He  could  not  have  atuckcd  the 
Indians  or  the  fort,  because  it  sheltered  them ; 
could  he  have  attacked  both  for  other  reasons  1 
What  would  have  been  his  letter  of  jostificatioa 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  if  he  had  done  so?  Sir, 
the  very  contingency  has  oecarrcd  which  your 
letter  has  anticipated.  The  Indioos  have  takes 
shelter  under  a  Spanish  fort.  Not  authorized  oa 
this  account  to  have  attacked  them,  I  should  haye 
merely  notified  the  Department  of  the  face  Bat 
other  circumstances  justified  a  difiTerent  condaet 
I  found  not  merely  that  the  Indians  bad  takea 
shelter  under  a  Spaauh  fort,  hut  that  when  there 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  aid  and  oonfort.  sad 
access  and  information,  and  ammanittoo  and  pre- 
vision. On  these  grounds  they  became  ossocisiet 
in  the  war.  Must  not  the  answer  of  the  Bzeeo- 
tive  Government  to  a  letter  of  this  sort  have  been 
that,  in  ordering  no  attack  to  be  made  npoa  In- 
dians sheltered  under  a  Spanish  fort,  the  Presi- 
dent  hod  ordered  that  apon  no  evidence  of  aiso- 
eiation  or  conaeiion  between  Indians  and  Spta- 
iards  should  the  General  undertake  to  attsek  the 
fort  of  a  nation  with  which  we  were  at  peace; 
that  the  President  well  understood  that  ladisDS 
do  not  move  with  magazines  and  provisiom^  and 
all  the  equipage  of  war ;  that  when  he  antici- 

Sited  the  event  of  their  taking  shelter  asder  a 
paaisb  fort,  all  those  acts  of  commaaieation, 
aidf  and  supply,  were  sopplied,  withoat  which 
their  shelter  would  have  oeen  decoy  aad  destrae^ 
tion  9  If  all  the  circumstances  on  which  General 
Jackson  rests  his  defence  for  oecopyiag  Pensa> 
cola  had  been  enforced  by  the  much  stronger 
circumstance  of  an  imbodied  Indian  force  lying 
at  the  time  onder  its  wails,  he  would  haye  dtie- 
beyed  his  instructions  in  attacking  either  the 
Indians  or  the  fort.  Does  it  come  to  this,  thai 
(General  Jackson  was  authorised  to  attack  the 
fort  because  the  Indians  had  not  uken  shdttc 
under  it? 

Can  it  appear  to  the  Committee  of  trifling  in- 
portaace,  that  military  officers  should  feel  the 
restraining  hand  of  the  civil  eovemmeat,  even 
under  cireunutanees  of  great  difficulty  and  strong 
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proToettioii  7  Does  it  seem  ftyorable  to  the  peace 
of  the  coantrf,  or  even  comjMtible  with  it,  that 
a  General,  on  t  distant  frontier,  with  his  eye  in- 
tently fixed  upon  a  valuable  proTioce,  which  his 
arms  can  overrun,  shall  decide  for  himself  and 
his  GoTernment  what  acts  shall  be  sufficient  to 
make  a  foreign  Power  an  associate  in  a  war 
against  os  1 

These  acts  may  famish  a  strong  reason  for 
Twiting  wich  war  the  nation,  professing  neutrality^ 
which  is  goiltv  of  them.  Bat  how  far  oven  this 
association  will  induce  you  to  engage  in  war,  is 
a  qaestioQ  for  the  war^making  power.  Unless  it 
take  the  shape  of  invasion,  actual  or  imminent, 
even  the  sovereignty  of  a  Slate,  under  our  Con- 
atittttiott,  cannot  ponish  it.  Who  does  not  know 
that  considerable  and  con  tinned  aids,  both  in  men 
and  mooey,  have  often  been  given  by  Powers 
who  have  been  allowed  to  continue  at  peace  to 
the  end  of  the  contest  ?  The  (Government  of  the 
injured  nation  has,  in  these  instances,  chosen  the 
policy  of  peace,  not  the  right  of  war,  and  their 
Generals  nave  followed  the  orders  of  their  Gbv- 
ernment. 

But  the  violation  of  the  orders  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  by  Gkneral  Jackson  would  not, 
in  bis  opinion,  Mr.  L.  said,  form  a  case  which 
would  require  the  interposition  of  the  House,  if 
it  had  not  been  combined  with  the  assumption  of 
powers  belonging  neither  to  the  President  nor  the 
General.  It  seemed,  indeed,  to  be  thought  by  the 
opposers  of  the  resolutions,  that,  independently  of 
the  orders  or  powers  of  the  President,  the  com* 
manding  General,  as  an  attribute  of  bis  station, 
bad  the  right  to  attack  the  Spanish  fort  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  acted.  The  argu- 
ment would  not  avail,  unless  he  had  a  right  not 
only  to  do  it  without  orders  but  against  them. 
Liet  this  objection  be  waived,  and  those  which 
iiad  been  used  to  show  that  the  President  had  no 

Kwer  to  authorise,  proved  equally  that  General 
ckson  had  none  to  make  the  capture.  The 
right  of  a  General  to  occupy  the  territory  of  a 
nation  at  peaee^  must  be  such  as  is  calculated  to 
prevent  injury,  not  to  punish  it — ^must  be  exer- 
eised.  not  in  resentment  of  the  conduct  which 
had  been  pursued,  but  with  a  view  to  security 
against  that  whieiLthe  offending  partv  was  at  the 
time  pursuing.  General  Jackson  could  derive  no 
fight  to  the  occupation  of  the  Spanish  forts,  be- 
cause they  had  Seen  converted  into  instruments 
of  hostility,  unless  they  were  so  employed  at  the 
time  of  his  occupation^  or  with  the  strongest  evi- 
dence that  thejr  would  be  so  employed.  He  had 
rested  his  justification  upon  the  principle  of  self- 
defence,  and  if  by  this  he  meant  that  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Spanish  forts  was  necessary  to  the 
aafety  of  his  armv,  it  was  equally  impossible  to 
deny  the  principle  or  to  admit  the  fact.     He 

Sreed  witn  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
kSBOua,)  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  an  army  that  a  position  should  be  occupied  in 
a  neotral  State,  and  that  the  General  would,  in 
this  ease,  be  justified  in  seising  it,  nor  would  the 
act  be  war.  That  gentleman  had  himself  admit- 
ted that  tnere  was  no  snch  necessity  for  the 


occupation  of  Pensscola.  If  we  must  allow,  upon 
his  authoritv,  that  necessity  has  degrees,  at  least 
the  range  or  the  scale  must  be  a  small  one ;  and 
a  slight  convenience  can  hardly  be  construed 
into  any  necessity.  The  quotation  which  his 
friend  from  Virginia  had  made  from  Vattel,  suffi- 
ciently explaiiftd  the  character  of  that  necessity 
which  would  justify  an  army  in  taking  the  ter- 
ritory, as  it  would  individasls  in  taking  the  prop* 
ertjr  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  *Mest  they 
perish."  But,  in  the  recital  of  the  different  mo- 
tives which  induced  General  Jackson  to  occupy 
the  Spanish  forts,  we  find  them  all  of  two  classes 
— past  injuries  and  future  convenience.  Gentle- 
men might  say  that  it  was  difficult  precisely  to 
determine  how  strong  most  be  the  urgency  of 
the  occssion  which  would  justify  the  seizure  of  a 
neutml  fort.  The  capture  of  Copenhagen  by 
England  had  been  frequently  adverted  to  in  the 
dcMte.  He  was  sure  that  we  should  not  adopt  a 
system  of  morality  more  loose  than  that  which 
was  avowed  by  the  ministry  who  planned  that 
ex]>edition.  Necessity  was  their  alleged  justifi- 
cation, but,  to  constitute  this  necessitv,  they  ad- 
mitted three  conditions  to  be  essential— that  the 
enemy  meant  to  attack,  that  the  neutral  could 
not  or  would  defend  his  territory,  and  that  its  oc- 
cupation would  be  (not  injurious  to  the  prosper- 
ity, but)  dangerous  to  the  very  existence  of  the 
country.  The  war-making  power  belonged  in 
England  to  that  branch  of  the  Government  which 
haddirected  the  expedition.  The  civil  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  town,  after  it  was  taken,  was  left  with 
the  officers  of  the  Danish  Government.  He  did 
not  mean  to  extenuate  the  act.  Wise  men  con- 
demned, and  ^ood  men  reprobated  it.  Infinitely 
better  would  it  have  been  for  Enfflsnd,  before 
whose  naval  power  that  of  Spain,  France,  and 
Holland,  bad  been  dissipated,  to  have  taken  the 
Danish  fleet  from  an  enemy  rather  than  a  friend. 
But  the  grounds  on  which  the  act  was  defended, 
contain  the  admission  of  a  ministry  as  little  scru- 
pulous as  any  which  England  has  ever  had,  as  to 
the  principles  which  ought  to  have  regulated 
their  conduct,  whether  they  did  so  or  not.  It 
cannot  be  a  false  and  fastidious  delicacy  which 
exacts  that  the  necessity  must  be  as  strong  to 
justifjr  the  occupation  of  neutral  territory  by  an 
American  General  as  by  the  British  Crown. 
Would  the  Committee  inquire  whether  the  three 
conditions  combined  to  justify  the  capture  of 
Penaacola?  Did  General  Jackson  know  that  the 
Indians  intended  to  uke  it?  Beaten,  dispersed, 
desperate,  they  had  no  plan  beyond  that  of  per- 
sonal escape.  Did  he  know  that  the  Spaniards 
could  not  or  would  not  defend  it?  There  was 
no  proof  of  this,  even  in  the  case  of  St.  Marks, 
at  the  time  of  its  capture,  except  it  were  the  letter 
of  the  Governor,  who  speaks  of  an  attack  by  In- 
dians "as  an  unforeseen  event,'' an  improbable, 
therefore,  if  a  possible  one.  There  was  no  prob^ 
ability  that  the  Indians  would  have  taken  these 
foru  if  we  had  not;  but  if  they  had,  will  the 
Committee  say  that  the  safety  of  the  army  or  the 
nation  would  have  been  endangered  by  it  ?  If 
they  bad  been  the  Gibraltars  of  the  new  world, 
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would  thej  hare  been  impr^oable  whep  defend- 
ed by  Indian  engineers  ?  These  IndiaDs  might 
have  been  formidable  in  their  fastnesses  and 
woods ;  to  have  crowded  them  into  a  fort,  would 
have  been  to  have  prepared  the  way  to  their  cer- 
tain and  easy  destruction.  They  would  not  have 
been  so  entrapped.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Anderson)  supposes  it  is  reason 
enough  to  take  a  neutral  territory,  (a  hillock  or  a 
town.)  that  the  enemy  will  do  it  if  you  do  not. 
Mr.  L.  heard  such  opinions  with  much  regret 
Our  natural  attitude  was  that  of  a  neutral  Power 
— our  consistent  and  persevering  policy  had  hith- 
erto been  to  support  the  rights  of  neutral  Powers. 
How  strong  haye  been  the  denunciations  against 
the  Qovernments  of  Europe  who  have  affected 
to  consider  themselTes  as  justified  in  invading  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  because  they  had  been  invaded 
by  their  enemy?  But  the  present  doctrine  is 
that,  not  of  retaliating  an  invasion  of  neutral 
fight,  but  of  anticipating  it;  it  subjects  to  capture 
a  ship  or  a  fort,  not  because  an  enemy  had  taken 
it,  but  because  perhaps  he  may  take  iu  There 
was  a  reason  assiffned  for  the  occupation  of  Pen- 
sacola,  of  which  he  should  have  said  nothing,  if 
.it  had  appeared  only  in  the  communications'  of 
the  General.  But  the  threat  of  the  Spanish  GK>v- 
ernor  had  been  considered  by  the  opposers  of  the 
resolution,  and  particularly  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Smttb,)  as  rendering  the  attack 
which  followed  absolutely  unavoidable.  He  could 
not  believe  that  General  Jackson  himself^  in  the 
moment  of  irritation,  would  have  represented  this 
threat  as  afbrding  a  justification  lor  the  attack 
of  Pensacola,  if  he  had  not  supposed  that  ha  had 
pther  and  better  reasons  for  the  act.  Bat  there 
waa  some  ground  for  alarm  to  those  who  loved 
peace,  and  wished  the  Government  lo  be  the 
master  of  its  own  policy,  in  the  deliberate  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion  by  a  national  representative, 
that  an  insulting  leuer  from  a  foreign  lo  an 
American  officer  must  be  reseated  by  iavaaion 
and  war.  It  was  with  the  resources  of  the  ooun- 
trv  that  this  game  of  chivalry  was  to  be  played. 
They  were  not  placed  at  the  dispo:>ition  of  the 
Government  with  such  a  view.  On  the  whole, 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  considered  it  very  clear  that  there 
was  no  military  necessity  for  the  occupation  of 
Sl  Marks  or  Pensacola.  Reasons  of  political  ex- 
pediency and  military  con  venience  there  certain^ 
were,  and  the  correspondence  of  General  Jackson 
showed  that  he  had  been  atlentive  to  both  of 
these.  They  were  reasons  which,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, could  produce  their  proper  effect  only 
upon  the  Legislature  of  the  Union.  JSut,  if  the 
attack  upon  Pensacola  was  the  assumption  of  an 
unconstitutional  power,  ought  the  House  to  de- 
clare its  disapprobation  of  the  act?  Some  geor 
tlemen  even  doubted  its  right  to  do  so,  as  if  the 
right  to  a  free  expression  of  its  opinion  on  matr 
ters  connected  with  its  powers  and  duties,  were 
not  necttsarv  in  every  department  of  a  free  Gov- 
ernment. This  conservatory  power  could  noc  be 
denied  to  the  Executive  or  the  judges,  and  it  was 
equally  necessary  to  the  Lcfgislature. 
But  what  occasion,  it  has  been  said,  is  there  to 


do  anything  on  the  subject  1  Nobc|  if 
Jackson  did  not  exceed  tha  powoa  with 
he  was  intrusted ;  but  if  he  exerted  oae  of  ikt 
highest  prerogatives  of  QoTemment  i^ieh  ii 
confined  tono  less  authority  ihaa  thec&tire  Lm 
lature  of  the  country,  are  we  wiliii^  to  oaptof 
our  own  powers  when  we  think  it  right,  aai 
when  we  do  not  to  let  anybody  dee  aanat 
them  1  The  character  of  General  Jadboa  as  aid 
to  be  implicated  in  the  vote  whiek  as  piaposcd 
The  opinion  of  the  world  a&4  of  ^oateniy  wdl 
not  be  affected  by  that  vole.  There  is  aoehi^ 
in  the  &ctor  the  resoUtioa  u>  impnehhis  mU- 
tary  glory  or  his  patriotism.  Bat  ihechefaater 
of  the  country  does  not  depend  aleaa  epoa  iis 
military  exploits.  Its  civil  iaatitacaoiiB,  Lta  Uhaitf 
and  laws,  are  elemeuu  of  the  nationai  rfpniitiw 
quite  as  valuable.  To  suppreaa  our  disappreha 
tion,  if  it  were  merited,  weald  not  mise  the  ehar- 
aoter  of  General  Jaekton,  hut  woaJd  impair  ear 
own. 

He  could,  indeed,  suppose  cases  wheie  fevci 
not  given  by  the  Constitution  nucht  be  asMMd 
by  an  Executive  officer  rightly  and  necfwirily? 
but  he  could  suppose  none  in  whieh  thie  asauap- 
tion  should  be  passed  over  iaailent  ae^tiieseeMa 
lodemaity  mi|^t  be  extended  to  the  officer  sal 
justification  to  the  act,  but  the  abeoliite  necusiily. 
which  eottld  alone  furnish  thai  jnatificsliBaf 
should  he  recorded  by  the  vigilaiu  goardiimitf 
the  Constitution. 

He  should  therefore  vole  witkont 
for  the  resolution  dasapprovimr  the 
of  St.  Marks  and  Penaacola.  fiuti  npea  tin  mh- 
jects  of  the  other  resolutioncv  his  viem  difcni 
from  theee  of  the  gentlemen  with  whnna  ke  fnttf 
concurred  in  that  of  which  ke  had  been  apeikim 
hitherto* 

k^  As  te  the  eondemnatioa  of  AaibriaCec,  heha- 
ieved,  that  the  power  of  military  execntiee  vsi 
iflsepasably  ceaneeled  with  that  of  difecatt^  tks 
military  force  of  the  State  against  an  farmy 
That  enemy  must  be  attaekdl.    Who  hss  m 
power  of  receiving  their  capiuilataDn  or  snotn- 
der?  of  admitting  ihem  into  the  pence  eC  the 
country  ?    Not  only  the  nsagea  of  war,  bat  tbs 
pr iaeiples  of  humanity  and  vir  ine,  reqnin  thst  ifce 
unresistinff  enemy  should  he.  spared  an  gsstnl; 
but  this  obligatioa  of  merey  ia  aot  naiviml    fe 
is  net  held  to  extend  to  those  who  kaae  kahrw 
their  parole ;  nor,  by  a  muck  atronaer 
those  who  make  of  war  an  iadiaenaii 
sacre.    The  right  of  military  eseentiaa  was,  in- 
deed, at  least  aa  easily  to  be  dedneed  from  fiusc 
Kinciples,  as  that  of  exeouUon  for  civil  cttaMs 
neither  case  was  wanton  severity  to  he  jastifiei 
The  Executive  Magistrate  must  decide  whethsr 
mercy  can  be  safdy  extended  to  tke  obdaan 
oflfender  against  munieipal  law,  aad  tke  torn- 
manding  General,  whether  quarter  can  be  pru- 
dently given  to  the  savage,  who  himaelf  decs  atf 
give  iL    He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  e^p^e 
in  the  atgomeat  upon  this  topic,  whdeh  faadWca 
very  fully  discussed^   but   merely  to  stau  the 
opinion  that,  in  ordering  the  exeeutioa  of  A» 
brister,  against  the  advice  of  a  council  which  he 
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had  nmtiKnMd,  Oeoeral  Jcekion  bad  not  exceeded 
bis  uifKittrT  authority,  ahhovgh  he  htd  indeed 
assamed  a  hish  respcmribth'ty* 

The  case  or  Arhnth&oi  appeared  to  him  dfff^r- 
ent  fn  its  principles.  He  did  noi  lee  how  the 
riglit  of  military  execntlon  conld  he  applied  to 
any  man,  who  was  found  ander  the  protection  of 
a  nation  with  which  we  were  at  peaee.  He  sap- 
posed  it  restricted  to  enemies  taken  in  war,  and 
limited  both  in  time  and  place.  Whether  our 
•ccapation  of  Sc  Marks  were  friendly  or  hoaiik, 
he  did  not  understand  how  its  inhabitaiMs,  whe- 
ther €0«ibaiaats  or  not,  had  beeome  subjeei  to 
auiiiary  eaeedtioiK  Not,  though  it  were  tr«e, 
thai  cm  atrocfotts  oiimie  would  otherwise  hare 
foua  Mpmlsbedi  did  he  admit  that  a  mititary 
ntenai  shvofai  be  catted  in  whenoTer  it  may  be 
tored  that  justice  would  otherwise  be  diaa^ 
Mint«€  of  its  ▼ietim.  Mr.  L.  said,  that  he  had 
been  acmck  with  the  indifference  which  had  been 
displayed  throughout  the  arjgument  to  what  he 
deemed  most  important  principles  of  national 
law  t  that  the  jurisdiction  of  crimes  shall  be  con- 
fined to  the  nation  in  which  they  are  committed, 
and  that  the  Gtorernment  which  is  iojured  must 
obtmin  its  redress  from  the  nation  which  permits 
them  to  pass  unpunished.  He  knew  no  State 
more  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  these  prin- 
ciples than  the  United  States.  They  were,  io- 
deedf  necessary  to  the  independence  of  all  na- 
tions. 

He  had  intended  to  have  given  to  this  subject 
the  fullest  examination  which  he  was  able.  He 
eovftidered  the  assumption  of  Jurisdiction  in  the 
ease  of  Arbuthnot  as  erroneous  and  dangerous; 
but.  while  he  believed  that  the  court  bad  no  ju- 
risdiction to  try  thecrime,nor  the  Qeneral  author- 
ity to  punish  without  a  trial,  his  reflections  had 
led  him  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  mistake  of  the 
court  and  Qeoeral,  as  to  their  powers,  ought  not 
to  be  mixed  with  the  more  important  subject  of 
complaint,  which  was  afforded  by  the  assumption 
of  one  of  the  highest  powers  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States — with  the  right  of  making  war. 
He  had  thereftire  determined  to  confine  his  argu- 
ment to  the  resolution  respecting  Pensacola  and 
St.  Marks,  and  he  should  be  glad  if  the  vote  of 
the  House  could  be  limited  to  the  same  object. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  should  not  vote  for  either 
of  the  bills  which  it  was  proposed  to  bring  in. 
For  the  bill,  which  required  the  sanction  of  the 
President^  in  time  of  Indian  war,  to  the  execution 
of  a  captive,  he  ohiected,  because,  if  this  power 
ahould  be  lodged  in  an  Executive  officer  at  all, 
in  what  officer  it  should  be  lodged  must  depend 
upon  eouiideratioas  only  of  expediency;  and  it 
wa»  necessary  to  its  prompt  and  useful  exercise, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Qeneral  should  net  wait 
upon  that  of  the  President. 

Wbere  the  troops  of  the  United  States  cannot 
be  marched  beyond  our  boundary  without  com- 
itiittiag  an  act  of  war  arainst  a  nation  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  he  believed  that  the  Coostitu- 
(iod  now  prohibits  their  march,  unless  by  the 
authority  of  Congress.  Mr.  L.  had  no  faith  in 
the  benefits  of  the  supplementary  law  which  was 


proposed.  But  there  might  be  many  cases  in 
which  troops  might  be  properly  marched  beyond 
the  United  States  without  commencing  war; 
either  where  war  had  been  made  against  us  by 
another  nation,  or  where  a  territory,  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, was  abandoned  by  its  Governmeitt.  lie 
could  not  willingly  add  to  the  evils  of  an  act 
which  he  deeply  regretted,  by  making  it  the  oe- 
caaion  of  an  improvident  law. 

Mr.  H.  NiLaoN,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  report  and  resolutions;  and  had  spoke 
hut  a  short  time,  when,  having  given  way  for  a 
motion  to  that  effect,  the  Committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Moiinar,  F>ibnmry  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Masb,  a  eommrittee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  an  aet  passed  the  4th  day  of  April,^ 
1816.  entitled  *Aa  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims 
to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within 
the  same,*'*  passed  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  j  and  Messrs. 
Marr,  WiLLiAMa  of  North  Carolina,  JoMsa,  Sbt* 
TLB,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  said  oom* 
mittee* 

The  SpBAKia  laid  before  the  House  a  lettcv 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tranamittinc 
sundry  papers  having  relation  to  the  sab||ect  of 
the  lesoilntion  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  t6th 
ultimo,  respecting  the  destruction  of  the  Negro 
Fort  in  East  Florida,  in  the  month  of  July,  1816  $ 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RdBA,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  frbm 
the  House,  reported,  from  the  Committee  of  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  Simmons,  (a  case  which  the 
committee  heretofore  reported  against,  but  which 
was  reversed  by  the  House^  and  is  a  claim  under 
an  alleged  contract,  for  services  rendered  as  wagon 
master  in  the  Revolutionary  war.) 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Rhba  moved 
that  the  bill  be  rejected,  on  the  proood  that  the 
claim  was  in  itself  iii^ast»and,if  just,  the  amount 
allowed  was  more  than  the  claim  justified. 

This  motion  Was  op^ieaed  by  Mr.HonnARD; 
and,  after  some  dtteuseion  on  the  merits  of  tho 
claim,  the  motien  to  reject  it  was  sagatived,  and 
the  bili  was  again  read  and  oomaaittcd. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAunoon  then  made  an  attempt  to 
have  the  claim  of  — -  Porter  committed  to  the 
iame  committee,  as  hmmg  an  analogous  ease;  but 
that  elatm  having  been  already  defnitively  do* 
cidad  by  the  Houae,  in  eonowrriag  with  the  eom- 
mktee  who  reported  against  it,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  B*  was  decided  to  be  not  in  order. 

BANK,  or  THB  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  SnirciR  siibmitted  the  following  resolvH 
tioa : 

Raphei  bytheSimateandSdaupflitprtieniathit 
tfiht  tJkUeaSt&iii  of  Ameriia,  in  Congma  oiifNi. 
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hied,  That  the  BecieUrj  of  the  Tnunxy  thall  cause 
dl  Uie  public  depoeites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  ita  seTeral  offices  of  discount  and  deposite, 
to  be  withdrawn  on  the  first  day  of  July  next ;  that 
after  the  said  day,  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration shsll  no  longer  be  receiTsble  in  any  payments 
to  the  United  States ;  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States  shall,  on  that  day,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  may  be,  cause  a  seirt  fadat  to  be  sued  out  in 
eonformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  '*  Act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
cMng  upon  the  said  corporation  to  show  cause  why 
its  charter  should  not  be  declared  fiirliBited ;  unless  the 
said  corporation  shall,  by  a  le^al  act  to  be  deliveied  to 
and  approved  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  be  by 
him  transmitted  to  Congress,  at  the  next  session 
thereof,  declare  its  assent  to  the  following  proposi- 
tions, on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  via : 

1st.  That  Congress  may  by  law  provide  such  means 
as  may  be  neoessaiy  to  cnfioroe  the  first  fiindamental 
'article  of  the  said  charter,  respecting  the  right  of  vo- 
ting for  directors,  and  particularly  to  provide  that 
transfers  of  stock,  shall  always  be  made  to  the  real 
owners  thereof  or  to  some  person  or  persons  in  trust 
for  the  owners,  who  shall  always  be  named  in  such 
transfer;  that  stock  shall  always  be  deemed  to  belong 
to  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  name  it  may  stand, 
or  foi  whose  use  it  may  be  declared  in  the  certificate 
to  be  held,  and  that  no  evidence  whatever  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  any  court  to  contradict  or  explain  the  certi- 
ficates of  ownership. 

2d.  That  Congrees  may  provide  for  the  reduction  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  in  a  just  and  equal  pro- 
portion by  the  stockholders  thereof,  vriien  convened  in 
a  general  meeting. 

8d.  That  the  power'  of  removing  any  director  lor 
misconduct,  may  be  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

4th.  That  the  bank  may  purchase  not  exceeding 
Aft  millions  of  dollars  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  may  hold  the  same  without  being  subject 
to  redemption,  unless  consented  to  by  it,  until  the 
time  or  times  specified  in  the  certificates  thereof 

5th.  Thst  no  by-law  of  the  corporation  shdl  ex- 
clude the  directors  appointed  by  the  Government  from 
a  ftill  knowledge  of  all  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  and 
of  the  accounts  of  every  person  dealing  with  it,  and 
that  the  assent  of  at  least  one  public  director  ^all  be 
necessary  to  allow  any  discount,  and  to  render  valid 
every  act  of  the  board  of  directors. 

6th.  That  the  provision  in  the  second  fundamental 
article,  prohibiting  any  director  from  holding  his  office 
more  than  three  years,  out  of  four  in  succession,  may 
be  modified  or  repealed  by  Congress. 

7th.  No  discount  shall  in  any  case  be  made  bj  the 
bank  at  Philadelphia,  or  by  any  office,  without  the 
.  consent  of  at  least  four  directors  of  the  bank  or  of  the 
office,  as  the  case  may  be. 

8th.  Congrees  may  anthoriie  the  bank  to  deal  and 
trade  in  other  things  than  those  enumerated  in  the 
ninth  fundamental  article,  so  fiir  ss  to  receive  pledgee 
of  its  own  stock  and  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States  in  security  fi>r  loans,  and  to  sell  such  pledgee 
on  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

9th.  That  persons  holding  stock  upon  whkh  any 
instalment  shall  have  been  paid  by  the  proeeede  of 
notes  discounted,  shall  be  compelled  gradaally,  and  as 
eoon  as  circnmstancte  will  admit,  to  pay  the  full 
amount  of  ench  instalment  in  coin,  or  in  coin  and 


Handed  debt,  according  to  the  ntovisieBs of  ikt^. 
ter,  and  no  dividend  of  profits  anall  be  allowed  to  ni 
stock,  until  the  said  payment  is  oomplstsd. 

lOih.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trssniy  ibH  bi 
permitted  at  any  time,  «ther  in  person  or  byan  aioti, 
to  be  appointed  by  him,  to  uupect  all  the  beoki,f|. 
pers,  correspondence,  minutes,  and  proeeediagKrf'tbi 
board  of  directors  of  the  bank,  and  of  all  iti  ofiecind 
of  all  their  officers. 

llth.  That  Congrees  may  extend  dw  tine&r  tb 
payment  of  tiie  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  nm  tf 
$1,500,000,  required  to  be  paid  by  the  Mik  mliofl  of 
the  charter. 

Itth.  That  a  eejre /Stfsos  may  be  imotiotitofaBf 
circuit  court  in  the  United  States  in  ihiCMfli  idtod 
in  the  charter ;  and  whenerwr  it  shaU  biiMidootof 
any  court  than  the  circuit  court  of  Pcsaijhiiii, 
sworn  copies  of  the  books  and  papsn  of  tk  bnk 
shall  be  received  as  evidence  instead  ef  ths  va^uk 

The  foregoing  provisioned  or  any  of  thai,  ntf  .  it 
any  time,  be  enacted  into  a  law  or  laws  bj  CtoHm, 
and  shall  thereupon  become  a  paitof  thBckutvof 
the  bank. 

The  resolution  haTingbeen  read,  tad  the i^uir 
tion  stated  whether  the  House  would  oow  eoa- 
sider  it — 

Mr.  Spencbb,  with  the  view  of  remoriof  uj 
objection  which  might  be  felt  to  the  coflside^ 
atiOD  of  the  motion,  stated  that  it  was  Dotnov 
bis  wish  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  it,  bat  oolyu 
be  enabled  to  haye  it  referred  to  the  CommuiM 
of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  had  beeocoa- 
mi t ted  the  report  eoocerning  the  manageinaioC 
the  bank. 

Mr.  Ttlbr  asked  leave  to  make  ooe  remuL 
He  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  coosidrrthe 
resolution,  that  it  might  take  the  coarse  so^* 
ed  by  the  mover,  and  have  a  full  and  fair  discos- 
sioD.  He  wished  that  every  member  migfiilun 
an  opportunity  of  ezhibitinff  his  views,  aDdtiitt 
the  House  might  make  its  final  decisioa  wiibtU 
the  lights  to  be  derived  from  deliberate  disco*^ 
sion  and  mature  reflection ;  but  he  would  bete 
say,  that,  whenever  the  question  on  theidopuoa 
of  this  motioo  should  be  presented  to  bia,^c 
should  be  obliged  to  vote  for  its  rejectioo,  oodef 
the  hope  that  the  House  would,  in  prefereoct, 
direct  a  McirefacioM  to  be  forthwith  issued. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  iht  re- 
solution-*- 

Mr.  Spbncir  moved  that  it  be  comm^  ^ 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  oo  ika^^ 
of  the  Union,  to  which  was  referred  (^  ''P^^^ 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  invesii^^  ^^ 
management  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unii«i^^tes* 


Mr.  JoHJieoii,  of  Virginia,  hoped  the  ttsoiaw 
would  not  be  committed,  but  that  it  voold  k 
laid  on  the  table.  He  hoped  the  questioo  wooifl 
be  fully  met;  and  it  had  been  bis  inteDtioo,uBO 
other  member  should  do  so,  to  more  to  iosir|>.^ 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  t.«^ 
to  repeal  the  charter  of  the  bank.  Tbe  pim 
Mr.  J.  said,  was  too  far  gone  to  be  recoreredi 
expedients  were  useless,  as  dlssolaiion  was  id<|' 
(table,  and  it  was  better  to  meel  tbe  qaestm» 
Ooee.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  hf  (bU  Ttsoim 
on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Spbkcer  wis  ai  willing  as  any  one  to 
meet  the  question  fully,  and  to  give  the  subject 
a  fair  and  ample  discussion ;  and  he  thought  the 
course  he  proposed  to  give  the  resolution  was 
the  best  way  to  afford  it  a  full  consideration,  be- 
cause the  report  was  already  committed,  and,  by 
referring  his  resolution  to  the  same  committee, 
the  whole  subject  would  be  presented  for  discus- 
sion, dtc.  He  would,  howerer,  give  way  to  the 
course  moved  by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  consent  to 
laying  the  resolution  for  the  present,  on  the  table. 
Mr.  S.  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  commit  the 
resolution,,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SEMINOLE  WAR.    '' 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject,  Mr. 
Babsstt  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  H.  NBLaow  resumed  the  remarks  which 
he  commenced^on  Saturday,  and  spoke  about 
twohfiurs  in  opposition  to  the  resolutions  of  oen* 
sure. 

of  lOiginia.  said,  that  he  owed  an 

apology  to  the  Committee  for  rising  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  debate  to  address  it.  lie  proposed  to 
present  a  very  brief  sketch  of  the  views  he  had  taken 
on  this  interesting  subject.  At  the  onset,  I  close 
in,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  position  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  Just  addressed  you, 
(Mr,  NbliSgn)  and  say,  that,  however  great  may 
Eave  been  the  services  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  I  can- 
not consent  to  weigh  those  services  against  the 
Constitution  of  the  land.  Other  gentlemen  will, 
no  doubt,  yield  me  the  correctness  of  this  position. 
Tour  liberties  cannot  be  preserved  by  the  fame 
of  any  man.  The  triumph  of  the  hero  may  swell 
the  pride  of  your  country — elevate  yon  in  the  es- 
timation of  roreign  nations^give  to  you  a  char* 
aeter  for  chivalry  and  valor  |  but  recollect.  I  be- 
seech you,  that  the  sheet  anchor  of  our  satety  is 
to  be  iound  In  the  Constitution  of  our  country. 
8aj  that  you  ornament  these  walls  with  the  tro- 
phies of  victory — that  the  flags  of  conquered  na- 
tions wave  over  your  head,  what  avails  these 
symbols  of  your  glory  if  your  Constitution  be 
destroyed?  To  this  pillar  then  will  I  cling. 
Afeofiircf,  not  meYi— and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  recol- 
lect it,  has  ever  been  our  favorite  motto.  Shall 
we  abandon  it  now  1  Why  do  gentlemen  m>int  to 
the  services  of  the  hero  in  former  wars  ?  For  his 
conduct  there  he  has  received  a  nation's  plaudits, 
and  won  our  gratitude.  We  come  to  other  acts. 
If  our  motto  be  just,  we  must  look  alone  to  the 
act,  not  the  actor.  It  is  only  then  that  we  shall 
judge  correctly.  A  Republic,  sir,  should  substi- 
tute the  Roman  Manlius,  and  disapprove  the 
conduct  of  her  dearest  son,  if  that  son  has  erred. 
From  what  quarter  do  you  expect  your  liberties 
to  be  successfully  invaded  1  Not  from  the  man 
whom  you  despise;  agsiost  him  you  are  always 
prepared  to  act — his  example  will  not  be  danger- 
ous. But,  sir,  you  have  more  to  fear  from  a  na- 
tion's favorite ;  from  him  whose  path  has  been  a 
path  of  glory  ;  who  has  won  your  gratitude  and 
confidence — against  his  errors  you  have  to  guard, 
leal  they  should  grow  into  precedents  and  be- 


come in  the  end  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  the 
precedent  growing  out  of  the  proceeding  in  this 
case  that  I  wish  to  guard  against.  It  is  this  con- 
sideration, and  this  only,  which  will  induce  me 
to  disapprove  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson. 

Our  sympathies  have  been  appealed  to  in  his 
behalf.  There  exists  no  cause  for  the  appeal. 
Are  we  about,  by  this  vote,  to  wither  the  laurels 
which  bloom  on  his  brow — to  deprive  him  of 
character,  of  standing?  No,  sir,  we  arraign  not 
his  motives.  On  all  hands  it  is  conceded  to  his 
supporters  that  his  motives  were  correct.  Did 
we  insist  that  he  had  inteodedly  violated  the 
Constitution  and  the  law,  then  should  we  make 
a  charce,  which,  if  supported,  would  properly  de- 

grade  nim  in  tne  estimation  of  all  good  men. 
iut  we  make  no  such  charge — we  disapprove 
only  his  acts.  Is  this  a  vote  of  censure  of  the 
odious  character  which  it  has  been  represented  to 
be?  Censure  implies  bad  motives  and  bad  acts. 
Say,  if  you  please,  that  I  have  shot  my  arrow 
over  the  house  and  wounded  my  brother.  He 
eooaplains  of  my  act,  not  my  intentions,  because 
he  is  aware  they  were  innocent;  but,  although 
he  neither  upbraids  nor  censures  me,  the  wound 
still  festers  in  his  side.  Is  there  not  even  a  wide 
distinction  between  a  vote  of  censure,  in  the  ob- 
vious acceptation  of  the  term,  and  a  vote  of  dis- 
approval ?  Is  there  anything  more  common  than 
for  an  officer  ordering  a  court  martial  to  disap- 
prove the  sentence  of  the  court,  and  direct  it  to 
reconsider  its  opinion— and  yet,  was  ever  such 
disapproval  esteemed  a  censure  on  the  court? 
An  inferior  court  gives  an  erroneous  opinion; 
an  appeal  is  taken  to  a  superior  tribunal;  the 
opinion  of  the  inferior  court  is  reversed — was  such 
reversal  ever  construed  to  imply  a  censure  on  the 
judge?  You  differ  from  me  in  opinion.  Yoa 
disapprove  my  premises  and  the  deductions  there- 
from. Sir,  was  it  ever  beard  of  before,  that,  this 
difference  of  opinion  required  us  to  regard  each 
other  as  such  objects  of  censure,  as  to  interrupt 
our  harmony  or  mutual  respect  ^nd  confidence? 
We  do  nothing  here  but  combat  the  opinions  and 
actions  of  the  General,  and  if  gentlemen  will  have 
it  so,  of  the  Executive.  Shall  we  be  denied  the 
liberty  of  boldly  and  manfully  expressing  this 
difference  of  sentiment?  Sir,  I  protest  against 
this  slavery  of  the  mind.  The  body  may  be  en- 
chained and  bowed  to  earth,  but  that  ethereal  es- 
sence resists  your  power  and  scoffs  all  efforts  to 
inthral  it. 

What  are  the  points  of  difference  arising  out  of 
this  case  ?  Gentlemen  justify  the  capture  of  St. 
Marks  on  the  plea  of  necessity ;  we  contend  that 
no  such  necessity  existed ;  and,  believing  so,  we 
disapprove  the  capture.  We  agree,  in  our  prem- 
ises, that  the  General  would  only  nave  been  au- 
thorized to  seize  a  neutral  post,  in  order  either  to 
save  his  army,  or  to  guard  the  post  against  the 
imminent  hazard  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemy.  We  call  upon  gentlemen  for  the  proof 
of  the  existence  of  such  necessity,  or  of  such  dan- 
ger. The  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Pensscola. 
informing  General  Jackson  that  the  garrison  o% 
St.  Marks  was  too  weak  to  defend  itself  against 
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att  hostile  atttek,  and  that  the  enemy  had  made 
demonstrations  of  an  intention  to  seize  it,  will 
not  JQstiff  hhn  in  having  taken  possession  at  the 
lime  he  did.  Before  he  approached^  the  danger 
had  retired ;  no  force  was  before  it,  nor  within  a 
mat  distance  of  it ;  nor  had  he  any  enemy  in 
nis  rear,  and  his  army  was  easily  thrown  between 
the  fort  and  the  foe.  Sir,  erery  doenment  on 
yonr  table  goes  to  prove  that  the  Indians  were 
oefsated.  their  forces  broken,  and  that  they  had 
songht  shelter  and  protection  from  the  rnin  and 
destroction  which  pursoed  them,  in  their  swamps 
and  hiding  placet.  An  attack  on  St.  Biarks  was, 
therefore,  rendered  improbable.  Bnt  admit,  for 
the  sake  of  ar^ment,  that  this  was  not  the  case  | 
nay,  Mr.  Chairman^  to  give  to  onr  opponents  the 
strongest  of  all  possible  eases,  let  us  imacine  the 
Indians  in  possession  of  the  fort-^wofud  yonr 
army  have  been  in^  danger  ?  Can  any  gentleman 
believe  it  ?  Sir,  did  yon  ever  hear  of  an  Indian's 
nsing  cannon  in  action  ?  Their  situation  would, 
indeed,  have  been  ludicrous.  I  submit  it,  in  the 
spirit  of  candor,  to  gentlemen  to  say,  if  the  Gen* 
era!  could  more  ardently  have  wished  for  any 
event  than  that  the  enemy  should  have  concen- 
trated the  whole  of  his  forces  at  St.  Marks,  with 
the  settled  determination  of  holding  the  post.  He 
would  have  been  saved  the  fatigue  of  marching 
farther ;  one  action  wonld  have  terminated  the 
suibrings  of  his  army ;  the  defence  would  have 
been  weak  and  unavailing,  and  a  new  spark  of 

flory  would  have  illumined  the  crest  of  the  hero, 
(ut  even  this  imaginary  state  of  things  would 
have  presented  a  case  contemplated  in  his  orders, 
and,  as  a  militarv  man,  be  would  have  been  bono  d 
to  have  reported  to  the  President  before  he  could 
have  struck  a  blow.  But  we  are  told  triumphantly 
by  honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  Governor  of 
St.  Marks  had  violated  his  neutrality  ;  that  he 
aided  and  assisted  the  Indians— furnished  them 
with  munitions  of  war — nursed  their  wounded, 
and  suffered  them  to  hold  their  councils  under 
his  very  nose.  Be  it  so;  I  will  admit  all  this.  I 
give  to  gentlemen  all  tbev  can  ask.  Nay,  I  will 
go  further,  and  yield  to  them  that  he  was  desti- 
tute of  principle^  and  was  a  deadly,  but  secret 
enemy  of  the  United  States;  what  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  these  admissions  ?  Why.  sir,  that 
lie  furnished  you  with  abundant  cause  of  war 
against  Spain.  But  I  demand  to  know  who  was 
aothorized,  under  the  Constitution,  to  have  de- 
clared the  war.  Congress  or  the  General  ?  To 
this  point  we  must  come  at  last.  Great  Britain 
gave  you  innumerable  causes  of  war;  she  searched 
yonr  vessels — confiscated  your  property — disre- 
garded your  fiag— impressed  your  seamen — and 
made  an  attack  on  one  of  your  fri^tes  in  sight 
of  your  coast.  France  also  committed  aggres- 
sfoneon  you,  of  a  serious  and  affliction  character ; 
vet.  was  It  ever  dreamed  of  that  your  Commodore 
nan  a  right  to  strike  a  blow  before  Congress  gave 
him  authority.  I  put  you  a  case  parallel  to  the 
one  I  have  supposed  to  exist:  You  had,  during 
Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  a  quasi  war  with 
France.  Did  not  Spain  then  violate  every  obit- 
gatioa  of  neutrality  towards  you  ?    She  suffered 


French  eontola,  residing  in  heraeapads,tegiitt 
commissions  to  privateers,  to  prey  on  yon  coa> 
merce.  She  transferred  to  these  coasais  a  portin 
of  her  torereignty,  and  permitted  then  totdjoi- 
cate  prizes.  Would  yon  have  ezensed  yoor  » 
val  officer  if  he  had  entered  a  Spanisb  port,  ei^ 
tnred  their  shipping,  and  destroyed  thetr  tova? 
And  yet  is  not  that  ease  as  stroagas  the  preseot; 
I  implore  you  then,  Mr.  Chairman— I  lop^iciir 
this  CiMBmittee,  in  the  name  of  Uberty^io  tke 
name  of  the  Constitntion,  to  beware  how  iltj 
conntenanee  a  precedent  of  this  sort.  Tku  u- 
tion,  if  this  pecedent  receive  your  sBaedoo,mif 
be  involved  in  war  witkoiat  the  ^ncstki  ertf  Air- 
ing been  submitted  to  the  Representatimof  the 
people.  Do  you  wish  any  further  iltastnunof 
this  poBkien  7  Sumioee  a  war  to  ctiitbenrcei 
us  and  a  northern  tnbe  of  Indians ;  year  amt  ne 
vietoriooa-— your  enemy  fiiea,  for  proteeiioD,  (o  i 
fort  in  Canada;  they  receive  succor aad pra(e^ 
tion  at  the  bands  of  the  officer  eornmaodiBf  nei 
fort;  your  General  demands  a  sorreDdautbe 
fort ;  nia  demand  is  refssed  ;  he  eairia  it  \r| 
storm,  and  retains  poseestion— would  the  Qo^ 
ernor  of  Canada  submit  in  silence  ?  No,  sir-b 
would  send  an  army  to  atuck  yon;  the  pride i( 
vonr  officer  wonld  not  permit  him  to  treat;  vt 
nkve  then  hostile  annfee  in  the  fidd;  tbew 
rages  between  us  and  England,  without  ihcip* 

Erobation  of  the  constituted  aiithcvitlet.  Toi, 
owever,  must  soon  become  parties  in  the  w; 
for.  If  yoo  admit  the  rif  ht  to  exist  with  the  G» 
era!  to  involve  yon  in  it,  yon  owe  a  eorrespoa^ 
ing  doty,  and  must  furnish  him  the  metei  of 
waginff  It  to  a  successful  terminatioB.   Turt 
must  be  levied  to  carry  it  on ;  your  resoorca 
must  be  developed ;.  yon  will  not  abaodoB  the 
standard  of  your  coiratry.    And,  sir,  whit  ^ 
vented  these  consequences  in  the  instance  oodcr 
consideration?    Nothing  but  the  imbecility « 
Spain.    And  shall  we  adopt  a  different  rik  of 
conduct  when  a  weak  nation  is  concerned,  fron 
that  we  would  put  in  practice  against  a  strao^jt 
formidable  nation  1   Mlanhoodforbiditl  Pkinot- 
ism  forbid  it!   Valor  avert  the  deed !   ^Lf-,^^ 
man,  the  principles  of  jnstiee--the  pnneipktn 
your  Constitution,  are  inOeiible,  immataWe;  u^ 
yield  not  to  time  or  eireumstanee.    I  appeil  t«  (H 
hoaor  of  this  Committee— 4o  the  oath  mhkk  eitf 
member  has  taken,  to  sopporf  the  Coestint^ 
of  this  land— 4o  guard  and  protect,  not  Mlyttit 
Conatitntion,  that  honor,  hot  the  chafacttroTtbii 
nation  for  jnstiee  and  impartiality.         .    ^ 
The  remarks  which  I  have  madi,icl>»*'^ 
the  seizure  of  8f.  Marka^  are  now  strwf  *Pn 
cable  to  thai  of  Peneaeola.    It  is  in  nis  yy 
me  that  the  Governor  waa  destitute  of  prioetp^ 
had  violated  hia  nentmlity— had  given  •heiter» 

a  poor,  miserable,  broken  aad  defMftdfoe-->HM^ 
who,  like  the  boated  beast  of  the  foiesi,  W  ht» 
on  bnt  a  moment  at  bay,  and  was  then  fly!>f" 
is  secret  places,  far  from  the  haunts  of  eitti^ 
man,  to  hide  himself  from  the  desohttiagvtf- 

Kanee  which  pursned  him.    Sir,  I  eairy  P 
ek  to  my  Svst  poMtion.    Coagveis,  and  aoi »" 
Geneial,  was  alone  authorifeed  to  mk*  w*/^ 
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him.  Will  it  be  said,  that  neeemtf,  which  jas* 
tifies  all  things,  aothorized  its  capture  ?  Where 
is  it  to  be  foand.  IndiaDs  retreated  to  the  town — 
were  in  (HMsession  of  it,  if  gentlemen  will  ask  the 
adtnisston.  We  require  that  the  Qeaeral  shall 
look  to  his  orders.  It  is  the  very  case  they  eon- 
template — he  must  report  to  the  Ezecntire.  Bot 
a  threat  is  made — yon  are  braved  to  your  teeth. 
The  gaoDtlet  of  defiance  is  thrown— yoo  are 
threatened  with  an  attack — let  it  come  on.  The 
storm  has  no  terror  for  the  brave,  nor  can  the 
frown  of  the  Spaniard  shake  the  soal  of  the  hero. 
Bat  there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended.  The 
Qovernor  had  no  force  with  which  to  make  the 
attack*  My  honorable  friend  from  Virffinia  (Mr. 
BABBOua)  in  gradnatine  the  necessity  of  this  case, 
slates,  that  if  the  attack  had  been  made,  Jackson 
woold  have  been  justified  in  seizing  Pensaoola. 
Tme,  his  right  to  seize  might  have  ezbted,  hot 
be  eoald  have  held  it  only  for  a  moment.  The 
assailant  vanqatshed,  the  Gkneral  would  have 
been  compelled  to  have  returned  to  him  his  ar- 
mor.  Need  I  call  to  the  rec6Ueotion  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  case  of  the  TripoHtao  brig?  Before 
you  declared  war  against  Trip<^i,  one  of  her 
armed  vessels  attacked  one  c^  yours — ^the  valor 
of  our  seamen  triumphed-^the  brig  surrendered. 
But,  the  battle  ended,  she  was  immediately  re- 
stored. This  proceeding  was  approved  by  that 
friend  of  liberty  and  man,  Mr.  Jeiferson,  and,  in 
a  Message  to  uongress,  he  represented  the  war 
as  being  altoj;ether  on  one  side,  and  demanded 
that  our  condition  should  be  changed.  This  was 
the  course  of  proceeding  in  older  times.  Would 
that  the  principles  of  those  times  could  exist  for- 
ever !  But,  sir,  what  was  General  Jacksop's 
course  of  proceeding  1  He  did  not  wait  for,  but 
made  the  attack.  Se  seizes  the  post,  enters  into 
terms  of  capitulation  with  the  garrison,  and  sends 
it  off  to  a  Spanish  island  i  appoints  officers  of 
police — introduces  our  own  laws,  and  makes 
what  he  callsa  valuable  addition  to  our  territory. 
Sir,  I  appeal  to  my  honorable  cc^eague  (Mr.  H. 
NiLBOif }  wbo  has  advised  us  to  rewl  the  docu- 
ments, and  who  professes  a  most  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  these  transactions,  to  say,  if  1  have  stated 
any  thing  but  facts»  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot 
imagine  a  more  formidable  inroad  on  the  powers 
of  this  House.  The  militar^r  commiasiens  the 
officers  of  police;  the  American  law  prevails; 
the  Spanish  customs  are  disregarded*  Who  has 
done  all  this  9  Not  the  Coagress  of  the  United 
^tes,  but  the  commander  of  its  armies.  I  am 
no  apologist  for  Spain  ]|  oar  wrongs  are  anmeroua 
and  great.  Bat,  I  will  never  oease  to  protest 
against  this  violation  of  the  Constitution.  But 
the  gentleman  who  has  jost  addressed  you  (Mr. 
H.  Nbl80n}  urged  that,  in  order  to  protect  your 
frontier,  it  was  necessary  yon  should  have  these 
po6ts.  That,  but  for  their  occupation,  that  fron- 
tier would,  even  now,  in  all  probability  be  risited 
by  massacre  and  blood.  And  are  we  prepared  to 
justify  this  proceeding  upon  the  plea  of^  coave- 
nienee ;  to  what  conclusions  will  this  lead  us  t 
la  proeeeoting  a  war  with  the  Turks,  would  not 
this  same  plea  justify  you,  if  you  pocHss  the 
15th  CoH.dd  SeB8. — 30 


power,  in  seizing  on  Gibraltar  f  This  wovld 
enable  you,  with  little  difficulty,  to  bring  them 
to  terms,  and  to  overawe  any  subsequent  rupture. 
In  the  event  of  a  war  with  England,  you  conld 
not  do  better  than  wrest  Cuba  trom  the  hands  of 
Spain ;  for,  by  doing  so,  the  commerce  of  the 
West  Indies  would  be  placed  at  your  mercy^and 
their  prosperity  depend  upon  your  will.  And 
yet,  sir,  will  the  ffentleman  say,  that  one  of  your 
commodore^,  without  your  authority,  should  po»* 
sesa  himself  of  Cuba  ?  I  again  call  upon  thie 
Committee  to  guard  against  the  evils  of  this  pre- 
cedent. I  have  pointi^  out  some  few  of  its  con- 
sequences; I  have  argued  this  as  an  abstract 
question ;  I  have  attempted  to  meet  it  fairly;  I 
argue  from  the  principles  of  common  sense,  and 
base  myself  upon  the  Constitution  of  my  country. 
My  colleague  (Mr.  H.  Nelboit)  has  asked  yoU| 
if  you  were  dieposed  to  acquit  yourself  from  the 
responsibility  of  these  measureSfafter  making  an 
appropriation  to  carrv  on  the  war  against  the 
Sfeminoles.  Sir,  I  will,  with  all  due  deference, 
propose  a  question  to  honorable  gentlemen.  Did 
not  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  distinctly  announce,  on  this  floor,  at 
the  last  session,  his  intention  of  submitting  to 
that  committee  a  proposition  to  Authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession 
of  Florida?  I  onde'rstood  it  was  sumnitted  to 
that  oommiuee.  and  rejected  by  an  unanimous 
vote.  [Here  Mr.  Holmes,  from  Massaehuseit^ 
rose  to  expiaitt ;  he  said  that  the  proMsition  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re* 
]ations,atthe  last  session,  but  that  it  had  not  been 
authorized  by  the  President  or  the  House.]  Mr. 
Tyi.ia  continued.  It  came  from  the  chairman- 
he  had  the  right  to  submit  the  proposition.  But 
I  care  not  from  whence  it  came.  The  proposi- 
tion wiTs  submitted,  and  was  distinctly  negatived* 
Would  not  this  House  have  done  the  same  thing  ? 
I  heard  no  second  to  the  proposition.  You  would 
not  even  authorize  the  President  to  seize  on  these 
pe8t&  and  yet,  when  a  military  officer  does  it,  we 
calmly  fold  our  arms  and  approve  the  act.  Haa 
ooff  coucse  of  polioy  so  suddenly  changed  ?  What 
has  produced  this  change?    A  Summer  ciim- 

Cign  ?  Have  we  more  Bghts  now  than  we  had 
(t  Winter?  Did  you  not  know  then,  as  well 
as  you  do  now,  the  feelings  of  the  Qovernor  of 
Peosaeola  towards  this  nation  ?  He  had  suffered, 
in  oar  late  conflict  with  England,  an  Bnulish 
army  to  possess  itself  of  Pensacwa,  and  from 
thence  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  us.  Gen* 
eral  Jackson,  in  the  year  1814,  was  compelled  to 
disftossese  that  enemy*  Sir,  we  had  every  light 
thea  which  we  possess  now,  on  this  subject,  and 
we  distinotiy  disapproved  of  the  occupation  of 
these  posts. 

Thegentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  H.  Nblbon) 
has  referred  us  to  the  seizure  of  rensacola  in  181^ 
and  of  Amelia  Island,  by  way  of  justifying  these 
proceedings.  Then,  )[ou  fought  against  the  ea« 
emyi  who  had  possession  of  the  town.  That  en- 
emy was  beaten  and  driven  off,  and  our  victorious 
army  returned  to  our  own  territory.  The  Spanish 
authorities    were  not  interfered  with.    As  to 
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Amelia  Island,  I  sball  not  stop  to  ioqnire  whether 
its  occupation  was  ri^ht  or  wrong.  If  it  stands 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  present  ease  I  do«ot 
hesitate  to  pronounce  it  wrong.  And,  sir,  the 
circumstances  of  its  being  referred  to,  to  justify 
this  proceeding,  prores  the  necessity  of  guarding 
against  evil  precedents.   In  the  estimation  of  that 

eentleman,  that  precedent  has  already  grown  into 
iw.  Will  you  suffer  this  also  to  become  the 
law  of  the  land ;  and,  by  so  doing,  deliver  your- 
selves up,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  arbitrary 
caprices  of  the  officers  of  your  army  ?  I  most 
devoutly  pray  that  such  may  not  be  the  result. 
I  have  every  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  that 
army ;  but  l  cannot,  will  not,  consent  to  iovesi 
them  with  powers  conferred  on  Congress  by  the 
Constitution. 

As  to  the  remaining  points  of  inquiry,  I  shall 
be  very  brief.  Sir,  my  only  object  is  to  present 
you  what  I  esteem  the  strong  points  of  these 
questions.  I  do  not  wish,  even  if  I  had  the 
power,  to  perplex  yon  with  subtle  and  iogenioos 
reasoning.  My  object  is  to  meet  the  questions 
(airlv— to  encounter  the  arguments  of  honorable 
gentlemen  with  such  force  as  I  can,  and  to  con- 
Uibnte,  as  far  as  my  humble  talenu  will  permit 
me,  in  elueidaiing  this  interesting  subject.  If, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  capture  of  St.  Aiarks  was  un- 
authorized, the  execution  of  Arbuthnot  must  of 
necessity  have  been  so.  Spain  was  a  neutral 
in  the  war.  Her  flag,  therefore,  for  he  was  in 
Bu  Marks,  protected  Arbuthnot  from  your  power. 
This  is  the  principle  for  which  we  have  never 
ceased  to  contend.  The  same  principle  prevails 
on  the  land  and  on  the  ocean.  If  this  man  had 
been  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel,  according  to  this 
role,  one  of  your  naval  officers  would  have  had 
no  authority  to  have  dragged  him  from  on  board 
that  vessel  and  punished  him  with  death.  Against 
the  British  practice  of  search  and  impressment, 
our  Government  has  never  ceased  to  protest.  It 
was  the  most  prominent  cause  of  the  late  war. 
Will  you  protest  against  this  practice  when  ob- 
served by  foreign  nations,  and  shall  we  adopt 
the  same  practice  in  our  armies  and  on  the  high 
seas  %  Is  this  to  do  justice?  Our  magnanimity, 
our  honor,  our  consistency,  are  all  at  stake.  It 
we  cannot  look  to  this  House  to  preserre  them, 
in  the  name  of  Heaven  to  whom  shall  we  look? 
Bven  against  the  seizure  of  property  protected 
by  a  neutral  flag,  we  have  consuntly,  unceasingly 
eontended.  Shall  the  rights  of  persons  be  fiss 
respected  ?  I  beg  of  gentlemen  to  recollect  Val- 
paraiso. The  Essex  frjgale  was  under  the  guns 
of  a  Spanish  battery:  two  English  vessels  at* 
Ucked  and  captured  her.  Have  we  forgotten 
the  clamor  wliieh  this  pusillanimity  excited 
against  Spain  ?  Sir,  she  was  represented  either 
as  hostile  towards  us,  or  so  poor  and  degraded  in 
spirit  as  to  suffer  her  sovereignty  to  be  invaded 
without  resisting  it.  We  have  never  ceased  to 
remonstrate  asainst  this  infraction  of  her  neu* 
tralicy,  and,  when  we  enumerate  the  causes  of 
war  against  her,  this  is  never  omitted.  I  demand 
amin  to  know  if  we  shall  adopt  a  different  rule 
when  we  oanelves  are  the  aggreasors  ?    No,  sir. 


I  insist  that  justice  is  the  same  evervwtetui 
under  all  circumstances.  Let  her  ntt  be  don, 
as  well  for  us  as  against  us. 

The  execution  of  Ambrister  andthetvohdiu 
chiefs  I  consider  equally  indefeosible.  Alihon^k 
the  reasoning  applicable  to  the  esse  cf  Arbatle 
not  is  not  applicable  to  that  of  Ambrister,  yetiL 
the  reasons  which  go  to  show  the  inproprietjof 
the  execution  of  the  latter,  apfily  also  u  ikt 
former,  I  shall  not  stop  to  ioqoirewhetberik 
court  martial  was  properly  organized  or  proceeded 
with  due  solemnity  and  form.  TbtsbassJmdj 
been  sufficiently  canvassed,  and  in  mjetfUMnoo 
constitutes  only  a  secondary  braael  of  ioqniry. 
I  reason  from  great  principles  reeogUNdbf  the 
law  of  nations.  That  law  recogaim  tei  om 
reason  cogent  enough  to  authorize  aGe&enivo 
put  to  death  his  prisoners.  And  that  ii,  ''vbm 
the  safety  of  his  men  requires  it"  Wti  tint 
safety  implicated  by  suffering  a  wretckiolirct 
Was  the  existence  of  his  men  or  histrafei- 
dangered  in  the  life  of  a  aiiserable  vaDpRvko 
had  crawled  from  the  sinks  of  Baropcucnn^ 
tion,  and  had  visited  this  western  shore,  ciike  to 
exist  in  the  commission  of  crime  bimlfora 
the  enormities  of  others  ?  Or  did  the  eoatiii* 
ance  of  the  lives  of  his  Indian  captives  thtfua 
discomfiture  and  overthrow  ?  It  caooot  be  [» 
tended.  The  first  was  too  insignifieaat  to  bire 
excited  such  fears-rthe  power  of  the  laii  v» 
broken,  aud  all  their  efforu  defeated.  The  tit 
and  tomahawk  had  been  struck  from  their  budi, 
and  they  were  prisoner?,  defenceless  aad  d» 
armed.  Sir,  would  it  not  have  better  cooi|Mrted 
with  yoor  national  character,  if,  iastead  of o^ 
cuting  these  captives,  the  General  bad  slid  m 
them,  **go,  I  give  you  your  liberty:  go(oj«i 
'  few  surviving  warriors,  and  tell  them  ibsi  (bti 
'  nation  against  whose  defenceless  froatienjoo 
'  have  raised  the  murderous  scalpiag  koife,  vitb 
'  whom  you  have  ever  been  at  war,  trkoie  bioot 

<  you  have  delighted  to  drink— that  oatioa, » 
'  abused,  so  insulted,  has  no  law  to  paaitb/oi* 
'  it  f  estores  you  to  your  native  forests,  mi  bii 
'  onlv  to  ask  that  you  will  abandon  yoarcaenia, 
'  and  instruct  your  warriors  how  to  respect  hit 

<  rights.'*  I  oaanot  but  think  that  tbii  vmU 
beuer  have  accorded  with  the  priasiplei  »^ 
maniiy  and  the  laws  of  natioas.  w\^\  f* 
are  told  by  my  honorable  friend  froa  ^«f^ 
(Mc  BAanoua,)  that  the  ancient  lavor«iQOB« 
permitted  the  conqueror  to  pot  to  diaibbapni- 
onara,  and  that  that  code  applies  still  to  «^ 
nations.  Ha  admitted,  however,  that  a  ai*  ^^ 
had  been  adopted  by  civilised  nauaat;  mA,  w^ 
this  new  code  provides  the  mode  of  coaiactui 
war  even  against  barbariana.  Dots  oot  thi  g^*- 
tlenun,  then,  see  that  his  poaiUoa  aod  adiDU»« 
are  at  variance  with  each  other?  If  tl>f^ev 
code  has  abrogated  the  other,  are  voa  "^^  ^ 
by  the  first,  and  can  you  resort  to  the  last?  <^ 
you  break  your  contract  at  pleasure  I  V^^}^ 
BAnaouB  rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  it/* 
true  we  did  eitend  to  savages  many  of  the  w^ 
fits  of  the  new  code,  but  that  it  was  a  gntiuwv 
act  on  our  part,  and  what  they  had  oo  rvv» 
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lemand;  for,  in  the  lanyuage  of  Bjri^^enhoek, 
though  justice  may  be  instated  od  io  war,  yet 
generosity  cannot.]  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  regret- 
:ed  much  if  he  had  misunderstood  the  gentleman. 
Fits  wish  was  fairly  to  meet  the  arj;ament.  But, 
iir,  I  contend  that  the  rights  which  a  civilized 
latioQ  may  exercise  orer  its  prisoners  when  war- 
ing against  barbarians,  are  distinctly  pointed 
>ut  in  the  new  code  of  national  law.  The  verjr 
rule  which  I  have  laid  down  is  there  to  be  found, 
ind  is  actually  applicable  to  a  war  of  the  sort  I 
baye  alluded  to.  This,  then,  is  your  contract 
with  the  civilized  world.  If  we  do  not  respect 
:he  stipulations  of  that  contract,  we  throw  our* 
lelyes  out  of  the  pale  of  the  law.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  LowmdksJ  with 
whom  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  agree,  except  in 
relation  to  this  point,  admits  the  propriety  of  the 
execution  of  Ambrister.  He  derives  the  power 
>f  the  General  from  his  right  to  refuse  quarter  in 
MttJe,  and  his  right  to  punish  for  a  breach  of 
Tarole.  These  are  cases  constituting  exceptions 
io  the  rule  for  which  I  contend,  and  are  expressly 
enumerated.  But  does  he  find,  in  all  the  enu- 
nerated  exceptions,  a  right  appertaining  to  the 
commanding  officer,  to  execute  his  prisoners,  ex- 
:ept  where  the  safety  of  his  army  reipuires  it  ?  I 
lefy  gentlemen  to  produce  such  an  instanoe.  If 
iiis  enemy  gires  no  quarter,  he  has  a  right  to  re- 
cuse him  quarter.  But  if  you  strike  his  weapons 
torn  his  hand  and  make  him  your  prisoner,  that 
instant  is  his  life  placed  beyond  your  reach,  un- 
ess  it  be  takea  to  preserve  the  lives  of  your  men. 
The  case  of  a  man  violating  his  parole  is  founded 
m  the  principles  of  humanity^  and  his  punishment 
ts  properly  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  officer. 

This  practice  of  parolioff  prisoners  owes  its 
>rigin  to  the  rigorous  confinement  which  each 
captive  would  necessarily  be  compelled  to  under- 
1^0  but  for  iu  existence.  The  whole  civilized 
nrorld  is,  for  these  and  othecjeasons,  concerned 
n  its  preservation ;  the  individual,'  tbo^  accepts 
lis  parole  under  the  express  agreement  that  if  he 
breaks  it  his  life  will  be  the  forfeit.  The  gentle- 
nan  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  AiiDBRaoii)  contends 
that  the  risht  of  retaliation  mcut,  from  the  nature 
>f  thing)L  oe  vested  in  the  commanding  officer. 
[  admit  toe  troth  of  the  positioo  to  a  certain  ex* 
ent.  Sir,  ihe  safety  of  his  men  may  be  involved 
n  the  exercise  of  this  ri^ht*  This  is  the  coo- 
rolling  priaeiple;  ooder  its  inflntnce  everything 
ivhich  is  done  may  be  proper;,  bat  the  very  in- 
itant  yoo  pan  beyond  the  limits  it  prescribes, 
hat  moment  do  you  hurry  headlong  into  error, 
ind  subvert  the  established  order  of  things.  Sir. 
take  the  case  which  he  has  put.  He  imagined 
Ifour  Qeneral  with  his  army  in  Pensacola,  be- 
iieged  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and  so  surrooaded 
is  to  be  cnt  off  from  all  intercourse  with  the 
Gfovernment;  all  the  prisoners  made  by  yoor 
snemy  are  put  to  death,  and  the  gentlemao  tri- 
jmphantly  asks  will  yoo  den^  to  your  officer  the 
'ight  of  retaliation  when  so  cireomstanced.  No, 
lir,  I  will  not  deny  it  to  him ;  I  give  it  to  him 
inder  the  rule  which  I  have  laid  down.  By  put- 
log to  death  his  captlvesi  his  eoeoy  wooid  be , 


induced  to  abstain  from  his  fell  practices.  Tha 
safety  of  his  men.  the  preservation  of  their  lives, 
would  call  upon  him  to  retaliate,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  would  Justify  htm  in  doing  so.  I 
am,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  forced  to  disapprove  the 
execution  of  these  men.  When  gentlemen  point 
me  to  the  bleeding  scalps  of  my  countrymen— 
when  they  read  to  me  the  long  catalogue  of  ills 
which  we  have  sustaioed-^when  they  portray  the 
sufferings  of  a  mother  bereaved  of  her  only  chil^^' 
when  they  represeiM  to  me  that  child  inhumanly 
butchered — when  they  show  me  the  picture  of. 
desolation  and  despair  which  these  wretches  have 
realized— I  am  not  wanting  in  sensibility,  nor  is 
the  effect  of  the  representation  lost  upon  me.  I 
can  do  iustice  to  the  feelings  of  Qeneral  Jacksoo 
with  tnese  dread  objects  of  savage  barbaritv 
around  him  i  but,  when  I  recollect  that  this  gal- 
lant hero  had  routed  these  cannibals;  had  visited 
their  land  with  the  sword ;  had  desolated  their 
dwellings  and  crushed  their  power ;  and  that,  not 
satbfied  with  this,  he  had  executed  his  veogeanca 
on  those  who  had  fallen  into  his  hands — sir,  I  am 

Eermitted  to  breathe,  and  inquire  under  what  lav 
ave  these  prisoners  been  bereaved  of  existence  % 
We  live  in  a  land  where  the  only  rule  of  oor 
conduct  is  the  law.  The  power  of  promulgating 
those  laws  is  invested  in  Congress.  They  are 
not  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  any  one  man,  nor  is 
any  so  high  as  to  be  above  their  influence.  It  is, 
then,  because  these  proceediogs  have  taken  place 
in  the  absence  of  all  law,  that  I  cannot  yield  to 
them  my  approbation.  It  Is  becaose  the  prece- 
dent which  may  grow  out  of  them  is  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  this  country — because  they  mil- 
itate against  the  powers  of  this  House,  the  re- 
pository of  the  people's  rights,  and  trench  upon 
the  Constitotioo  of  this  land — that  I  must  disap- 
prove them. 

Doe  word  more  by  way  of  coodusioo.  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  are  denoonced  as  the  enemies  of 
Qeneral  Jacksoo  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Enemies  of  Qeneral  Jackson  1  Of  him 
who  has  shed  a  blaze  of  renown  upon  our  coun- 
try, bright  as  a  beam  of  light,  aod  lastiog  as  his- 
tory I  Of  him  whose  life  has  beeo  dedicated  tO' 
the  service  of  his  coootry,  and  who  has  l^r  ^ 
valor  entwined  a  wreath  aroond  her  brow,  lasting 
and  as  imperishable  as  his  own  ikme  1  Oh  O0| 
sir;  I,  for  ooe,  feel  oo  comity  towards  him ;  I  am 
the  enemy  of  oo  mao,  but  I  trust  I  am. a  frieod  to 
the  Coostitutioo  aod  the  law.  The  eoemies  of 
the  Presideot  I  Wheredid  he  come  from  1  What 
iaodgave  him  birth?  Sir^he  cornea  from  the 
laod  10  which  we  dwell ;  oe  is  the  friend  aod 
oeighbor  of  many  of  us ;  io  his  ioog  life  of  ar- 
duous service,  we  recogoise  the  greatest  devotioo 
to  the  public  weal ;  the  most  onshaken  patriotism. 
But  if  he  coooteoaoces  what  we  deem  errooeoos 

ffroceedings,  shall  we  not  advise  him  of  his  error  t 
s  this  tame  acquiescence  to  be  expected  of  us? 
Suffer  mie  to  say^  sir,  aod  I  say  it  with  all  proper 
decorum,  that  Virginia  will  not  hesitate  to  die- 
approve -the  coodnet  of  her  dearest  sonj  if  she  be- 
lieves that  son  to  have  erred.  Let  me  tell  yoo, 
that  if  that  man  who  carried  yoo  soccenfttUf 
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throdffh  the  storms  of  (he  Rrrolittioii ;  who  con- 
dneted  you  to  victory  mod  indepeodence :  he  who 
was  "first  in  war, first  id  peace,  first  ia  the  hearts 
of  his  coDotrymeB ;"  if  that  man  had  erred,  dear 
as  he  was  to  her  affections,  Virginia  would  hare 
stood  forth  to  opoose  his  errors.  The  enemies  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  sir  7  In  what  does  friendship  con- 
sist? Is  it  to  he  the  faithless  helmsman  who, 
when  the  danser  approaches,  when  the  storm 
lowers,  when  the  rocks  are  in  sight,  still  folds  his 
arms  and  cries  out  all's  well?  Or  does  it  consist 
in  adrising  of  the  danger,  in  giviog  the  alarm,  in 
pointing  to  the  rocks  which  threaten  us  with 
shipwreck  ?  8i^  we  are  all  mariners  on  hoard 
one  vessel,  and  that  vessel  is  the  Constitution  of 
our  country  Our  destinies,  our  hopes,  the  hopes 
and  prospects  of  our  latest  veneration,  are  all 
committed  to  our  char(^ ;  and  he  who  will  not 
aid  to  reach  the  harbor  in  safety,  is  an  enemy  to 
his  country,  and  deserves  to  perish. 

Mr.  PoinoEZTiB  succeedea  Mr.  Ttleb,  taking 
the  opposite  side  of  the  question,  and  opposing, 
in  toto,  the  report  of  the  Military  Committee, 
and  the  amenoments  proposed  thereto,  by  Mr. 
Cobb.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  in  nis  argn> 
ment,  when,  at  dear  four  o'clock,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


To«B]»AT,  February  2. 

Mr.  Pleabam T8  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
to  him  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit- 
ting a  list  of  the  names  of  such  navy  agents,  not 
now  in  service,  as  have  discharsed'the  balances 
standing  against  them  on  the  books  of  the  Navy  j 
which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
telief  of  Robert  Kid,  of  Philadelphia ;  which  was 
Tead  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jftmes  Orr. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  authori2e  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  sell  a  lot  of  land  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, in  the*  State  of  Virginia :  which  was  read 
twice,  and  cbmniitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whol^,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  sutfao- 
ri^e  the  sale  o|^  a  part  of  theglebe  of  Rock  Creek 
thnrehj  in  the  county  of  Washilrgton  and  Dis- 
trict or  Ooltirobia. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  CommiUee  of  Claims, 
thkdb  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  McCaus- 
land ;  which  was  read,  when  Mr.  MeC.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  McCausland, 
Which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judieiary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate.  Entitled  *'An  act  farther  to  extend  the 
Judicial  svstem  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
the  said  bill  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Cotmnittee  of  fbe  Whole, 


to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  theSoDe, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  twn- 
nient  organisation  of  the  courts  of  (kt  Uoitej 
States  and  the  anpointment  of  cireoit  jod^' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livbbmorb, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  ose  of 
the  Representatives  and  D>elegateB  io  CoDm, 
eleven  hundred  and  twenty  comes  of  tiiePrai* 
dent's  Message  of  the  15th  of  Uecember,  1811, 
and  of  the  documents  therewith  transmitted,  be- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  documents  referred  (o 
in  the  Messase  of  the  17th  November,  I91S;ijid 
containing  the  report  of  Theodoriel  fihod,  on 
South  America ;  and  the  correspondeoeebctveea 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  J.  R.  PoiBsett;  iIigl 
forty  copies,  to  be  presented  to  TheodotitkBliu 
and  forty  to  J.  R.  Poinsett. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  oi 
Pensions  and  Revohitionafy  Cltimi  were  it- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prari* 
diogi  by  law,  for  the  payment  of  all  pcms 
belonging  to  persons  residing  in  Bast  TeDsesee, 
at  the  State  bank  of  Knozville. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  lettn 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  leofif 
of  the  order  from  the  War  Department,  in  rirtie 
of  which,  the  Negro  Fort  within  the  territorftf 
Rast  Florida  was  destroyed  in  Jalv,  1816;  d 
copies  of  letters  from  Qenerals  JaekMsud 
(Raines,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  ofssidffft; 
which  comprise  all  the  information  intbeWn 
Department  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  fcm* 
lution  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  36thiDsiiot; 
which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tible. 

THB  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  CoonnirtN 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Marfltnd  is  ae 
Chair,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  PoiNDErrEB  resumed  his  speech  ajw«J 
tfifh  iiinn  nntt  ■■saitltiim  i  of  censure,  indspoh 
near  three  li ours  in  support  of  his  opioioBUW 
in  reply  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  ue 
question.— His  speech  follows,  entire. 

Mr.  PomoErrirR  addressed  the  Ghiir  v  m- 
lows:  . 

I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  under  the  nfineBce « 
peculiar  sensibility,  to  offer  my  scnUmetMa 
the  subject  before  the  Committee.  Wei«e««- 
ed  upon  to  disrobe  a  veteran  soldier  of  ^^^^ 
earned  laurels  whieh  encirele  his  hroir, lo ajotsn 
his  fame  by  severe  reproaches,  and  hw  down 
his  name  to  posterity  as  the  violator  rftJ^***!]* 
instrument  which  constitutes  the  cfctrt"  ^  ^ 
liberties,  and  of  the  benevolent  dienteo^M- 
manity,  by  which  this  nation  has  ever  beeo  cMtr* 
acterized  and  distinguished.  Were  the  sunEiv 
of  this  highly  meritorious  citizen  the  m^2 
with  which  the  proposed  resolutions  are  traD|&^ 
I  should  derive  some  consolation  from  ^^^!^ 
tion,  that  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  |5fi°'?l 
gence  and  patriotism  of  the  great  body  wj^JJ^ 
pie,  capable  of  shielding  him  against  the  deieten^ 
ous  consequences  meditated  by  the  proposiuo^ 
your  table.  But  there  is  another,  ind  more «" 
Otts  aspect,  in  which  the  adoption  of  these  res^ 
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Itttkns  most  be  viewed;  tba  direet  and  infalliUe 
tendeiiey  whioh  they  inTolrei  of  enfeebliog  tbe 
arm  of  thii  QoFerament,  in  our  pendiog  nego* 
tistion  with  Spain;  of  patting  onnelves  in  the 
wrong,  and  the  Spanish  Monareh  in  the  right,  on 
the  interesting  and  delicate  points  which  have  so 
long  agitated  and  endangeied  the  peace  of  the 
two  countries.    I  wish  not  to  be  anderstood  as 
sutributing  to  honorable  gentlemen,  who  advo- 
cate the  measure^  such  motives ;  they  are,  doabt* 
len,  actuated  alone  by  a  sense  of  duty.  I  speak  of 
the  cffiBcts  which  our  proceedings  are  calculated 
Co  prodoee,  without  intending  to  cast  the  slightest 
imputation  on  those  who  entertain  different  opin- 
ions. €lir,  do  we  not  know  with  what  delight  and 
aatisfaetion  the  Minister  of  Spain  looks  on  the 
efforts  which  are  made  on  this  floor  to  inculpate 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  for  having 
committed  ajjainsthis  immacuiate  master  an  net 
of  hostility,  in  tbe  entrance  into  Florida,  and  the 
temponry  occupation  of  Sc  Marks  ano  Pensa- 
eola  ?    With  what  avidity  and  pleasure  he  pe- 
ruses the  able  and  eloquent  arguments  delivered 
in  the  popular  branch  of  tiie  Qovernment,  in 
anpport  of  the  weighty  aliej^ations  which  he  has 
nil  eady  exhibited  of  the  hostile  and  unwarrantable 
conduct  of  the  commander  of  our  army,  durine 
the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians  1 
And,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  purity  of  intention, 
which  I  shall  not  presume  to  question,  on  the 
.past  of  gentlemen  who  oensure  the  course  pur- 
sued )g  the  commanding  General,  this  deoate 
will  afford  a  valuable  fund,  on  which  Spain  will 
not  fail  to  draw,  on  all  fotnre  occasions,  to  show 
that  the  pacific  relations  which  she  has  endea- 
-vored  to  maintain  have  been  violated,  wUhoot 
an  Adequate  cause,  by  the  United  States.    Shall 
we  pot  it  in  her  power  to  make  this  declaration 
to  toe  civilized  world,  and  establish  the  fiict  by 
n  inference  to  the  Jaunal  of  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives 1    I  lume  and  believe  we  shall  not. 
Sir,  the  nature  oi^  our  £ree  institutions  imperi- 
ously requires  that,  on  all  questions  toudiing 
controversies  with  foreign  Powess,  every  De- 
partment of  this  Government  ahoold  act  in  eon- 
cect,  and  present  to  the  opposite  pasty  one  undi- 
viiad,  impenetrable  front.    The  observance  of 
this  rule  accords  with  every  diatate  of  patriotism ; 
smd  is  the  basis  on  which  alone  we  can  preserve 
a  proper  respect  for  our  rights  among  the  great 
family  of  nations.    Internal  divisions  are  often 
£stal  to  the  liberties  of  the  pea|da ;  they  never 
£idl  to  inflict  a  deep  wound  on  the  national  aha- 
lacur;  the  liutre  and  purity  of  which  it  u  our 
primary  duty  to  preserve  unsullied,  to  the  latest 
posterity.    Can  it  be  necessary  to  call  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  CkmiBkittee  the  peculiar  and 
delieate  posture  of  our  relations  with  Spain  9   A 
protmcted  and  difficult  negotiation,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  boundary  and  spoliations,  b  still  pmgiess- 
ing  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  their 
accredited  Minister,  at  this  pbice;  the  result  is 
yet  extremely  doubtful )  it  may,  and  I  trust  wili,^ 
eventuate  in  n  treaty  satis£u3tory  to  the  parties. 
on  all  the  poiats  in  contest ;  but,  if  Spain  should 
continue  to  reject  the  moderate  and  reaeoaaUe 


demands  of  this  Government,  tbe  indisputable 
rights  of  this  nation  must  and  will  be  asserted 
and  vindicated  by  a  solemn  appeal  to  arms.  I 
ask  if,  in  such  a  crisis,  it  is- either  wise  or  pru- 
dent to  pronounce,  in  the  faee  of  the  world,  that 
we  have  been  the  aggtessors,  and  that  war  in  its 
most  ofiensive  and  exceptionable  sense  has  been 
already  commenced  by  General  Jackson,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
I  haxard  nothing  in  affirming  that  such  a  de- 
parture from  the  established  usages  of  nations  is 
withoat  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  any  country, 
ancient  or  modern.  Under  whatever  circum- 
stances* danm  may  threaten  us  from  abroad,  it 
is  from  this  House  that  the  energies  of  the  people 
are  to  be  aroused  *nd  put  in  motion ;  it  is  our 
province  to  sound  the  alarm,  and  give  the  im- 

Eulse  which  stimulates  every  portion  of  the 
Fnion  to  a  simultaneous  and  manly  exertion  of 
iu  physical  strength,  to  avenge  the  insulted  honor 
and  violated  interests  of  our  country.  We  are 
the  legitimate  organ  of  public  sentiment ;  and  it 
is  incumbent  on  us  to  animate  and  cherish  a 
spirit  of  resistance  to  foreign  encroachments 
among  our  constituents,  by  UK^ing  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  and  the  uecessity  of  their  vlfforene  oo- 
operation  in  support  of  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, who  are  responsible  to  them,  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  high  and  important  duties  with 
which  they  are  intrusted.  These  are  the  means 
by  which  we  shall  perpetuate  our  RepubUcan 
form  of  Government,  and  tmnsmit  ito  olessings 
to  fatuffc  generations.  Bnt  we  are  required  on 
tbe  peesent  occasion  to  forget  the  wroncs  of 
which  we  have  so  long  and  so  justly  complained; 
to  abandon,  for  a  while,  tbe  lofty  attitude  of  patri- 
otism, and  to  tell  the  American  people,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a  mpture  with  Spain,  (hat  it  is  a  war  of 
aogcession  on  the  part  of  their  chief  Bcecotive 
Magistmte,  commenced  in  Fterida  without  pro- 
per authority ;  that  the  Spanish  Government  can 
consider  it  in  no  other  light  than  premeditated, 
offensive  war,  made  on  them  with  a  view  of  ex- 
tending the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
The  expression  of  these  opinions,  by  this  body, 
must  cast  a  shade  over  the  American  name,  which 
no  lapse  of  time  can  obliterate ;  and,  while  we 
nerve  tbe  aim  of  tiie  enemy,  we  shall  approach 
the  contest  with  an  open  deminciatloa  against  the 
Pre8ident,who  is  charged  with  its  prosecution  to  a 
speedv  and  favorable  termination.  He  is  denied 
the  cheering  consolation  of  Canton,  in  the  Gov- 
ernment over  which  he  has  been  called  to  preside, 
at  a  period  of  national  peril,  when  every  man 
ougbt  to  be  invited  to  rally  around  the  standard 
of  his  country.  Sir,  how  is  this  most  novel 
and  extmordiBary  abemtion  from  tbe  legisla- 
tive functions  of  the  House  attempted  to  be  ex- 
plained and  justified  %  By  gloomy  pictures  of  a 
violated  Constitution;  pathetic  appeals  to  hu- 
manity, in  favor  oi  a  barbarous  and  unrelenting 
foe ;  and  lamentations  over  the  blighted  honor 
and  magnanimity  of  the  nation.  I,  too,  am  a  con- 
servator of  the  Constitution;  I  venerate  that 
stupendous  fabric  of  human  wisdom ;  I  love  my 
country,  and  will  endeavor  to  rescue  it  from  the 
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odious  impatmtions  whieh  have  been  so  freelv  cast 
on  U  in  tlie  progress  of  this  diseussioo.  I  admoD- 
ish  gentlemeo,  who  manifest  sach  ardent  zeal 
to  fortify  the  powers  of  this  Home  against  mili- 
tary ntarpations,  that  they  do  not  suffer  that  zeal 
to  precipitate  them  into  an  error  equally  repog- 
nant  to  a  sound  construction  of  the  Constitation. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  from  Qeorgia, 
f  Mr.  Cobb,)  may  be  classed  under  two  general 
divisions.  1st.  Kesolotions  of  censure,  on  the 
conduct  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  in  Florida,  for  a 
violation  of  the  orders  of  the  President,  and  of 
the  Constitution  $  and  for  the  unlawful  ezecution 
of  the  incendaries,  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister. 
2d.  Instructions  to  the  Committee  to  prepare 
and  report  two  several  bills,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  divest  this  nation  of  some  of  the  most  essential 
attributes  of  sovereignty.  I  shall  pass  ovet  the 
latter  branch  of  this  subject  without  observation ; 
believing^  as  I  do,  notwithstanding  the  high  re- 
spect which  1  entertain  for  the  mover,  thai  it  is 
not  seriously  the  intention  of  honorable  gentle- 
men, by  an  act  of  legislation,  to  abrogate  the 
rights  of  this  nation,  founded  on  the  universal 
kw  of  nature  and  of  nations.  Self-denial,  though 
sometimes  an  amiable  quality  in  an  individual 
member  of  society,  when  applied  to  the  whole 
community,  renders  it  obnoxious  to  insult  and 
oppression,  and  is  a  voluntary  degradation,  be- 
low the  rank  of  other  sovereignties,  to  which  no 
American  ought  ever  to  submit.  Neutral  rights, 
and  the  usages  of  war,  are  already  well  establish- 
and  understood  by  ail  civilized  Powers ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  interpolations  which 
«re  proposed  would  be  reciprocated,  and  consti- 
tute the  basis  of  new  principles  of  public  kw; 
we  may  |)rostrate  our  own  dignity,  and  paralyze 
the  energies  of  our  country,  but  we  shall  find  no 
nation  so  pusillanimous  as  to  follow  our  disin- 
terested example. 

Considering,  therefore,  these  propositions  as 
merely  nominal,  intended  only  to  enlarge  the 
noup,  and  give  diversity  to  the  picture,  I  shall 
kave  them  without  further  animadversion,  and 
proceed  to  investigate  the  resolutions  levelled  at 
the  fame,  the  honor,  and  reputation,  of  General 
Andrew  Jackson;  and,  through  him,  at  the  Pres- 
ident, under  whose  orders  he  acted,  and  by  whom 
he  has  been  sustained  and  vindicated.  Sir,  I 
hold  it  to  be  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  tri- 
bunal,  whether  legislative  or  judicial,  to  exam- 
ine with  caution  and  circnmspeotion  into  iu  ju- 
risdiction and  powers,  on  every  question  brought 
before  it  for  adjudication ;  and  this  rule  ought 
more  particukrly  to  be  observed  in  cases  invdv- 
ing  personal  rights  and  interests,  where  the  party 
to  be  affected  by  the  decision  is  not  permitted  to 
answer  in  his  own  defence.  I  ask,  then,  sir,  has 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  a  distinct  and 
separate  branch  of  Congress,  the  Constitutional 
power  to  institute  au  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
a  military  officer,  and  to  sentence  him  to  be 
cashiered,  suspended,  or  censured  1  I  demand  a 
satisfactory  and  explicit  response  to  this  interrog- 


atory, founded  on  a  reference  lo  the  Ceuataim 
itself,  and  not  on  the  undefined  notioss  d* «» 
diency,  in  which  gentlemen  may  iadalge;  udif 
it  be  not  given,  as  I  am  very  sure  it  caoBoi,we 
shall  become  the  violators  of  that  £iir  fabiie 
of  liberty,  and  erect  a  precedent  more  dsogeroai 
in  ils  tendency,  than  the  multiplied  iofnedou 
which  have  been  so  vehemently  sUend  agaiost 
General  Jackson,  admitting  them  all  thefam 
and  latitude  which  the  most  enthnsiistie  oesior 
could  desire.  Sir,  it  is  high  time  to  bniif  iuk 
this  debate  4o  first  principles,  and  to  test  oar  jo- 
risdiction  over  this  case,  by  a  recarresee  to  tin 
structure  of  the  Ckvernment  of  wUekveares 
component  part.  Let  us  pluck  the  bata  fram 
our  own  eyes,  before  we  seek  to  expel  ibe  mod 
which  gendemeo  seem  to  bavediseoferedintbc 
vision  of  General  Jackson.  The  sages  isd  patri- 
ots who  established  the  foundation  of  tkisRepab- 
lie  have,  with  a  wisdom  and  forecast  bordmif 
on  inspiration,  carefully  marked  aad  distribited 
the  powers  delegated  in  the  Constitmioo  ioit« 
Federal  Government  among  the  several  depart- 
ments. Legislative,  Executive,  and  Jndieiarj.  No 
principle  is  better  settled,  or  more  geaendly  cah 
ceded,  than  that  the  powers  properly  beloofii^ 
to  one  of  these  departments  oognt  act  to  be  di- 
rectly administered  by  either  of  the  others.  Tfae 
violation  of  this  maxim  lead^  by  ioetiubie re- 
sults, to  the  downfall  of  oar  Republicaa  iosdni- 
tions,  and  the  consolidation  of  all  power  is  chat 
branch  which  shall  possess  the  stroogeit  isin- 
ence  over  the  public  mind.  Upon  the  iodepeetf- 
ent  exercise  of  the  powers  confided  to  each  de 
partmeat,  uncontrolled,  directly  or  tadiree(lf,bT 
the  encroachments  of  either,  depends  the secvitr 
of  life,  liberty,  aad  property,  and  the  subilitfof 
that  Constitution  which  is  the  pride  of  oar  coos- 
try  and  the  admiration  of  mankind.  The  iunor- 
able  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  adverted  to  the 
opinions  of  the  immortal  author  of  the  letters « 
Publius,  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  UniiH 
States;  and  the  honorable  Speaker  has  also  io- 
vited  our  attention  to  that  great  Coastitatioott 
lawyer.  They  triumphantly  ask,  what  he  voald 
say  on  the  present  question,  were  he  a  tDcmba 
of  thu  House  ?  I  will  not  follow  the  enmfka 
these  i^ntlemen,  by  substituting  deckBuaiiorw 
historical  truth,  or  vague  surmises,  aod  vaati 
premises,  for  record  evidence;  ba I,  wbik i  re- 
cord to  tne  distinguished  statesman  aad  js^'^t, 
whose  exertions  so  eminently  contribtfed  to  the 
esUblishment  of  this  Ghivernment,  sad  whose 
exposition  of  its  fundamental  prioei^es  eaaaot 
be  too  highly  appreciated,  all  the  merit  of  a  use- 
ful life,  devoted  to  the  public  service,  goided  bf 
wisdom,  virtue,  aad  integrity ;  I  appeal  w» 
pleasure  and  confidence  to  his  able  pen  in  sop^ 
port  of  the  position  which  I  have  adfaoeed^iB^ 
which  I  deem  an  important  point  io  (be  oie 
under  consideration.  In  the  riew  takes  bf  Mf* 
Madison,  of  the  *'  meaning  of  the  maxim  wbia 
requires  a  separation  of  the  departmeBUof  po'' 
er,"  he  repels  the  arvuments  or  the  opponeasw* 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  foaoded  on  \» 
apprehension  of  Executive  suprcmsejr  over  u^ 
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IjegtslatiTe  and  Jodieiary,  which,  it  was  con- 
tended, woold  altimately  rcndvr  that  bt^ach  the 
sole  depository  of  power,  and  subject  the  people 
of  this  countrv  to  the  despotic  will  of  a  single 
indiTidoal.  Comparing  the  powers  delegated 
to  the  Executive,  with  those  granted  to  the  Le- 
gislature, and  the  probable  danger  of  an  Itssump- 
tion  by  either  of  the  functions  appertaining  to  the 
other,  he  says : 

^  In  a  GoTemment  where  numeroos  snd  sxtensiTe 
prerogatiTes  are  placed  in  the  hsnde  of  a  hereditsry  mon- 
arch* the  ExeentiTedapmrtinent  is  Tery  jnstly  regarded 
as  the  sonree  of  danger,  and  watched  with  all  the 
jemloniy  which  a  seal  for  liber^onght  to  inspire.  In  a 
democracy,  where  a  nraltitudie  of  people  -exercise  in 
parson  the  Isgidalive  ftmetions,  and  are  eentiBiially 
•xpoesd,  by  their  incapacity  for  regnlar  deliberation 
mnd  conceited  messaree»  to  the  ambitions  intrigncs  of 
their  Exeeative  Magistrates,  tyranny  msy  well  be  ap- 
prehcDded,  on  some  faToraUe  emergency*  to  stsit  np  in 
the  same  qnarter.  Bnt,  in  a  representatlTc  Republic, 
where  the  Executive  Msgistracy  is  csrefully  limited, 
both  in  the  extent  and  duration  of  its  power,  and 
where  the  legislative  power  is  exercised  by  an  sssem- 
bly ,  which  is  inspired,  by  a  supposed  influence  over  the 
people,  widi  an  utrepid  confidence  in  its  own  strength ; 
whtdi  is  sufficiently  numerous  to  feel  sll  the  passions 
which  actuste  a  multitude,  yet  not  so  numerous  ss  to 
be  incapable  of  pursuing  the  objects  of  its  passions, 
by  mesns  which  reason  prescribes ;  it  is  agsinst  the 
enterprising  ambition  of  this  department  that  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  indulge  sU  their  jealousy,  and  exhaust 
all  their  precautions.  The  legislative  department  de- 
rives a  superiority  in  our  Government  from  other  cir- 
cumstances. Its  Constitntiontl  powers  being  at  once 
more  extcnaiTe,  and  less  susceptible  of  precise  limits, 
it  can,  with  the  greater  fodlity,  mask,  under  compti* 
caisd  and  indirect  measures,  the  encroachments  wbdch 
il  makea  on  the  co-ordinate  departments." 

The  correctness  of  the  reasoning  and  predic- 
tions of  this  great  and  good  man,  who  is  called 
by  the  honorable  Speaker  the  father  of  the  Con- 
stitution, has  been  often  demonstrated  in  the 
pmetical  operetions  of  this  body,  and  net er  more 
forcibly  than  on  the  present  occasion.  Scarcely 
a  session  of  Congress  passes  without  some  effort 
to  enlarge  the  scope  of  our  powers  by  construc- 
tion or  analo|[y ;  and  unless  these  systematic  ad- 
ranees  in  this  House  to  crush  the  co-ordinate 
departments,  by  an  unlimited  exercise  of  author- 
ity over  all  sabjecto  iuTolving  the  general  wel- 
fare, be  resisted  with  firmness  and  persereraace, 
they  wtftlj  at  no  distant  period,  eventoate  in  the 
destroetion  of  those  salutary  checks  and  balances 
ao  essential  to  the  duration  of  oar  happy  form  of 
QoTerninent  and  to  the  security  of  civil  and  po- 
litical liberty.  I  deprecate  every  m^sure  calcn- 
lated  to  establish  a  precedent,  which,  in  ils  effects, 
may  lead  to  such  dangerous  consequences.  Ao 
enlightened  statesman  has  said  that  the  coooen* 
trating  all  the  powers  of  Ghivernment  in  the  legis- 
lative body  ie  of  the  very  essence  of  despotism  j 
and  it  is  no  alleviation  that  these  powers  will  be 
exercised  by  a  plurality  of  hands,  and  not  by  a 
aingle  one.  "An  elective  despotism  was  not  the 
*  Government  we  fought  forj  bat  one  which 
^  should  not  only  be  founded  on  free  principles, 


'  but  in  which  the  powers  of  Government  should 

*  be  so  divided  and  balanced  among  the  several 
'  bodies  of  magistracy,  as  that  no  one  could  trans- 
'  cend  their  legal  limits  without  being  effectually 

*  checked  and  restrained  by  the  others." 

Sir,  whenever  these  principles  shall  cease  to 
be  respected  by  the  councUs  of  this  country,  I 
shall  consider  the  grand  experiment  which  we 
have  made  in  the  administration  of  a  Gk>vern- 
ment  of  limited  powers,  founded  on  a  written  in- 
strument, in  which  they  are  specified  and  de- 
fined, as  altogether  abortive,  and  as  affi>rding 
strong  proof  of  the  regsl  maxim,  that  man  is  inca- 
pable of  self-government.  If  nonorable  centle- 
men  mean  anything  by  the  reverence  which  they 
profess  to  feel  for  the  Constitution,  I  conjure 
them  to  look  to  its  provisions,  and  forbear  to 
adopt  a  measure  in  direct  violation  both  of  its 
letter  and  spirit.  By  article  2d,  section  2,  it  ia 
provided  that  ''the  President  shall  be  Com* 
'  mander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
'  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
'  States,  when  called  into  actual  service ;"  and 
by  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article,  Congress  ia 
vested  with  power  to  *'  make  rules  for  the  gov- 
ernment and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces.''  Congress  has  long  since  fulfilled  this 
duty ;  rules  and  articles  of  war  have  been  sano* 
tiooed,  and  have  continued  to  govern  the  Army 
from  its  organization  up  to  the  present  time ;  in 
these  the  great  principles  of  subordination  and 
responsibility  are  graduated  and  established,  from 
the  Commander-in-Chief  down  to  the  most  petty 
officer  and  common  soldier.  The  President  js 
plaeed  by  his  country  at  the  head  of  its  phyaical 
force  ^  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrection,  and  repel  invasion }"  he  is  the  ulti- 
mate tribpnal  to  decide  all  questions  touching 
the  operations  of  the  Army,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  who  compose  it.    If  there  be  any 

Eiwer,  clearly  and  exclusively  belonging  to  the 
xeeutlve,  it  is  that  which  appertains  to  the  ^v- 
ernment  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States.  Our  whole  system  of  laws  recognises  it ; 
and  until  this  extmordinary  attempt  to  erect  the 
House  of  Representatives  into  a  court  martial, 
I  with  a  view  to  cast  an  indelible  stain  on  the 
character  of  (General  Jackson,  without  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  in  which  he  might  confront  his 
accusers  and  be  heard  in  hfs  defence,  no  instance 
can  be  shown,  since  the  foundation  of  the  Gk>v- 
ernment,  where  the  President  has  been  inter- 
rupted in  the  fhll  exercise  of  his  legitimate  au- 
thority over  the  military  officers  under  his  com- 
mand. The  abuse  of  this  power,  or  the  improper 
direction  and  application  of  the  public  force,  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  or  by  any  subordinate  offi- 
cer, with  his  privity  and  assent,  in  a  manner,  or 
for  the  accomplishment  of  objects  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  subversive  of  the 
laws  and  Constitution  of  the  Union,  will  fiad  a 
ready  and  suitable  corrective  in  this  House,  by 
an  application  of  its  power  to  originate  impeach- 
ment against  the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civU  officers,  for  treason,  bribery,  or  other 
high  crimes-  and  misdemeanors.    In  this  sense 
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only  eaa  we  be  regarded  as  the  gnod  ioqaesi  of 
the  nation,  and  not  to  the  unlimited  extent  for 
wbieh  gentlemen  have  contended.  Tht  power 
to  impeaeh  the  President  is  ezpres^y  delegated ; 
ail  otner  ciril  offieers  are  liable  to  the  wme  aern- 
tinr,  and  the  total  omission,  In  the  article  of  the 
military  department,  is^  to  my  mind,  wmelosiire 
evidence  that  they  were  never  intended  to  be 
anbjeet  to  the  control  of  Congress,  ezoepi  in  the 
nsaal  coarse  of  legislation,  nnder  the  power  to 
raise  and  support  armies.  And  this  o^nion  is 
■trenffthened  by  the  claase  of  the  Constitntion  to 
which  I  have  referred,  directing  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces.  The  principle  of  eflSciai 
lesponsibility  is  to  be  found  in  every  page  of  the 
Constitution;  not  a  vague,  uncertain  responsi- 
bility, but  that  which  is  unequivocal,  certain,  and 
definite.  We  are  answerable,  at  auted  periods, 
to  the  people  by  whom  we  Tiave  respectively 
been  chosen.  The  President  is  accountable  to 
the  nation  at  large  at  the  expiration  of  hia  term 
of  service ;  and)  in  the  meantime,  we  hold  a  salu- 
tary check  over  his  ambition,  if  he  evinee  such  a 
disposition,  by  means  of  impeaehmenL  la  like 
mnnner  the  whole  civil  department  may  be  pun- 
iabed  for  a  wanton  prostitution  of  their  official 
ftinetions.  The  military  and  naval  officers  who 
tnnunand  our  army  and  navy  are  responsible  di- 
rectly to  the  Executive,  who  is  their  chief,  and, 
through  him,  inctireetly,  to  the  Represenlativeelof 
the  people.  Every  link  in  the  chain  is  eeaeniial 
to  the  beauty  and  synunetry  of  the  wbtde;  and, 
if  preeeived  unbroken,  afibrds  the  meet  ample 
aaourity  againat  any  uaurpaiion  of  power  without 
ft  pfwupt  and  efficient  remedy  to  detect  and  re-! 
aliaki  it.  It  isitow  prapoaed  to  make  this  House 
tiM  focus  of  every  power  granted  to  the  Federnl 
Govnrnaneat  |  to  mount  the  ramparte  which  sep- 
arate the  departmenta,  and  comfiel  every  man 
wbo  holds  a  commission  to  bow  with  subgussion 
10  tJie  ffigantie  atrength  of  this  nttmenms  assem* 
biy.  Those  whom  we  cannot  impeach  we  will 
eensure^  and  record  their  names  as  fit  objects  for 
the  seof n  and  detestation  of  posteritv.  Already 
we  hold  the  purse  and  the  sword  of  the  nation. 
Ail  legislation  meat  receive  our  concurrence,  in 
connexion  with  the  Preaidentand  Senate,  before 
it  has  the  ibrce  and  effect  of  law.  The  ueaty- 
making  power  may  be  controlled  by  us  where  an 
npnropriation  is  required  to  fulfil  the  contmct^the 
judiciary  is  at  our  feet,  both  in  respect  to  the  ex* 
lent  of  its  jurisdktion  and  the  liability  of  its  mem- 
kam  to  the  summary  process  of  impeachment-— 
the  President  and  heads  of  department,  foreign 
Miniatf  rs,  and  die  whole  catalogue  of  civil  om- 
.oers,  stand  in  awe  of  our  frowns,  and  may  be 
crushed  by  the  weight  of  our  authority.  I  ask, 
then,  sir.  ii  the  ofi&cers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  art 
renderea  subservient  to  us  as  a  censorial,  ioquisi- 
torial  body,  whether  it  will  not  amount  to  the 
<•  very  definition  of  despotism*"  Yes,  sir,  we 
thall,  if  these  resolutions  pass,  bear  testimony  of 
the  soundness  of  the  political  axiom,  that  it  is 
^*  against  this  department  that  the  people  ought 
to  indulge  all  their  jealousy,  and  exhaust  ail  their 


preeautiona"    Boi  the  Cottscttiitifm,  in  tlus  tt- 
spect,  has  received  a  construotioii  almoat  ceaie»- 
poraneously  with  its  adoption.     As  early  as  the 
year  1798,  a  resolution  was  aabmiticd,  by  a  dii- 
tinguiahed  member  from  Viigittia,  in  the  Hook 
of  Representatives,  requesting  tke  Pieaidetttte 
iastitttte  an  inquiry  into  the  eaaaea  of  the  defeat 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major  Qnmt- 
ral  St.  Clair.    The  agitation  produced  by  that 
momejuteus  disaster  seemed  to  demand  an  inrss* 
tigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  connmandiiy  Gene- 
ra  A  great  public  calamity  in  sdwmysetleakied 
to  awaken  feelings  which,  for  a  niniHiiat,  osurp 
the  empire  of  teasen,  and  kad  u>  cacesses  which 
aober  reflection  would  coadenaa.    U  mm  not, 
thmcfiDfc.  wonderful,  that  a  man  of  the  sonaistt 
intelkcet,'  and  most  enligiitened   mderslaadia|, 
should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  eall  tfaeattemka 
of  the  President  to  a  subject  so  deeply  iaterestiag 
to  the  country,  and  to  reqneat  an  mq^viry  iatt>  she 
causes  of  that  stgaal  and  unfortonate  Arfeat 
The  proposition  was  fuUj*  discosoedy  and  faally 
rejected  by  a  large  majority,  on  the  groomi  tiai 
it  was  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the 
Constitutional  functions  of  the  Ohief  Magistniie. 
The  substance  of  the  debate  may  be  found  in  tht 
newspapers  of  that  day ;  and  among  those  who 
objected  to  the  measure  are  the  namea  of  Biadi- 
sois  Ames,  Baldwin,  and  many  others  who  fu- 
tiaipated  in  the  formation  of  the  ConatitnuoD, 
and  who  weie,  oonscquently,  better  ^unlified  to 
give  to  it  a  aoand  interpiietauon.    A  mrnrntmr 
was  aubaeqaentlf  appointed  ao  in^ire  date  the 
ea^pendiAaie  of  the  pablie  moaair  in  cisat 
fu^,  and  aihief  autyecta  of  a  gaeci   ' 
•onioeetMl  with  tirnkgnlativaedntiea  of 
Again :  in  the  year  I8M,  a  eammf  ium 
to  inquire  into  the  eondaet  ^  General 
Wilkinson,  in  relation  to  a  variety  of  charges 
which  had  been  publicly  made  againat  him ;  i£ef 
were  anthoriaed  to  send  for  persaaa  and  pnpen. 
The  General  was  notified  of  their  aiitiag%  al- 
lowed to  attend  in  person  before  them,  lo 
examine  the  witaesses,  to  confroat  his 
to  exhibit  evidence  in  his  defence^  and 
explanations  as  he  might  think  neoesaary  to  a 
vindication  of  his  oonduet   The  conuniite^  aAer 
a  very  laborious  iavestigation^  aiaaply  lepatfed 
the  facts  to  the  House,  who  maolved  that  the 
aame  be  tranamitted  to  the  President  of  Che  Oni* 
led  States.    No  o]MniQn  was  expressed  or  inti- 
mated, as  to  the  guUt  or  innocence  of  the  Gen^ 
ral;  no  requeat  was  made  of  the  Piesident  to 
institute  a  court  martial,  but  he  was  Mt  to  Ihe 
exercise  of  his  own  diseretion,  onhinamd  bf  the 
slightest  indication  of  the  impression  which  the 
development  had  made  on  the  Hoose  of  Repn- 
sentatives.    The  resuit,  we  all  know,  wn%  that  a 
general  ooutt  martial  was  immediately  eon  veaed, 
and  Qenecal  Wilkinson  was  honorably  acquitted: 
both  principle  and  preoedeat,  therefore,  comUnc 
in  recomoaending  a  rejection  of  these  reaolvtions. 
which  claim  for  this  Iiouse  a  power,  not  meicly 
to  request  another  department  to  perform  a  par- 
ticular duty,  but  assume  the  right  to  abjudicate 
the  casCi  and  seateace  an  officer  to  irretnevaUe 
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infamy,  wiihoat  a  heaiiog,  aad  without  appeal, 
aave  oal^r  to  his  CM  aod  the  purity  of  hit  own 
coDsoience. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  preieot  to  the  riew  of  the 
Committee  someof  the  unaTOtdable  conaequeaces 
which  will  flow  from  ibis  piemaiare  aad  uaaii- 
Chorized  proceediog.  We  anaonnee  to  the  Pre- 
sident, aad  to  the  mition,  that  GeDemlJaekson, 
io  the  proseoution  of  the  Seminole  war^  has  vio- 
lated his  orders  and  broken  the  Conatitution  of 
ilia  country,  and  that,  in  the  trial  and  exeoution  of 
Arbothnot  and  Ambrister,  be  has  been  guilty  of 
the  horrid  crime  of  official  murder.  We.  on  the 
part  of  tha  whole  people,  beoome  the  inrormeri, 
aad  thereby  impose  on  the  President,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army,  the  indispensable 
obligation  to  adopt  one  of  two  altematiTe»— 
either  to  dismiss  irem  the  serriee  that  ofiker, 
under  onr  denunetatioaij  or  to  anemUe  a  regular 
eonrt  martial  to  inTesttgate  these  ohafges,  ac- 
cording 4o  the  forms  pveseribed  in  the  laws  en- 
acted for  the  goTenMnent  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  The  latter  eourse.  being  the  one 
best  adapted  to  the  attanmeat  of  justice,  would, 
im  all  probabtli^,  be  pursued.  He  details  a  court 
martial,  composed  of  higb«miad«d  military  men  ; 
charges  and  specifications  are  exhibited  j  and  the 
Ckneml,  for  the  first  time,  is  allowed  to  answer 
to  lliem— guilty  or  not  goilty.  He  is  pot  on  his 
taiaJ,  and  at  the  very  threshold  he  is  informed 
that  he  has-atready  been  found  guilty  by  the  high- 
est triboaal  in  the  Ualen-^^he  Representatives 
of  the  Amerioan  people.  He,  nevertheless,  pro- 
oeads  m  his  defence,  and  ie  ultimately  convioied, 
and  cashiered.  Would  not  bialovy  reeord  suoh 
aeonviotion  as  the  resuh  of  our  prejudication  of 
the  easel  Would  not  the  whole  world  attri- 
hiifc  the  downfiiU  of  thia  man  to  the  mon- 
atrons  persecution  and  flagmnt  injustice  of  that 
on^prateful  conaery  which  be  had  so  nobly  de- 
iended  ?  Tes,  eir.  to  the  latest  poeierity  we  should 
he  regarded  as  iMVing  passed  an  esepatU  de- 
cree of  conderaaation,  which  the  court  martial 
were  bonad  lo  register,  to  secure  themselves  from 
aimilar  animadvefsioB.  But  4et  us  snppose  that. 
mwwed  by  the  impoeing  dictum  which  we  eball 
htLve  pronaanoed,  the  court  martial  acquit  the 
Oeneral  of  the  several  oharges  and  apeoiftcations 
en  which  be  has  been  amsted.  We  should  then 
have  tha  militaiy  of  the  country  arrayed  against 
this  body :  we,  acting  under  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion of  onr  oaths,  declare,  that  Qeneral  Jackson 
has  been  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeaa- 

2a;  weareuneble  to  tear  from  him  his  epau- 
ta;  and,  when  tried  by  his  pceia,  our  opimons 
are  scooted,  and  he  is  maiotaiaea  in  the  high 
rank  from  which  wa  wooM  hwe  degraded  him. 
In  soeh  a  controversy,  the  only  arbiter  is  force. 
Sir,  take  either  horn  of  the  dHemma,  and  we 
Jtave  abandant  reason  to  shon  the  eonsequeoees 
which  must  follow  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
resolutions. 

Our  total  inability  to  eaforce  the  will  of  the 
majority,  demonstiates  most  clearly  the  absence 
of  the  right  to  expreu  that  will ;  for,  whatever 
any  brmich  of  the  Qovernroent  can  constitutioa* 


ally  deeidC)  the  means  necessary  to  carry  its  de- 
cision into  execution  can  never  be  withheld  or 
questioned.  Sir,  I  have  been  not  a  little  amused 
at  the  evasive  contortions  of  honorable  gentle- 
men, who,  to  avoid  the  perplexing  difficulties  by 
which  they  are  enveloped,  gravely  affirm,  that 
neither  the  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  nor 
the  resolutions  respecting  the  seiaure  of  the  oosis 
of  St.  Marka  and  Pentaoola,  and  fortress  or  Ba- 
rancas,  contain  a  eenaore  of  Qeneral  Jackson ; 
that  they  are  harmless,  inoffensive  expressions 
of  opinion,  upon  the  passing  events  relating  to 
the  state  of  the  Union.  I  pot  it  to  those  gentle- 
men—for the  aigument  has  been  resorted  to  by 
all  who  have  spoken— whether,  if  I  were  to  ad- 
dress either  of  them  in  conversation,  and  say,  in 
the  language  of  the  propositions  before  the  Com- 
mittee, *^  Sir,  you  have  violated  the  Constitution 

*  of  the  United  States,  and  of  course  you  are 

*  perjured.  Yon  have  sentenced  to  death,  aad 
'  executed,  two  of  your  fellow  men.  without  a 
'  fair  trial,  and  contrary  to  all  law,  numaa  and 
'  divine ;  conaeqaently,  yoor  hands  are  stainod 
'  with  their  blood,''  would  they  calmly  reply,  that 
my  expressions  conveyed  no  censure  on  them, 
aad  were  not  repujpiant  to  their  feelings  or  cha- 
racter, nor  inconsMtent  with  contemporaneous 
aaauranees  of  my  high  respect  and  consideratioa? 
Conunoa  sense  revolts  at  conclusions  so  •ridicu- 
lous, dnwn  from  such  premises.  Add  to  this 
the  expresa  charge  of  a  violation  of  orders,  which 
the  President,  it  seems,  is  not  competent  co  dc- 
teffmina  for  himself,  and  I  may  venture  to  dei^ 
any  gentleman  to  cover  a  military  officer  with 
more  odions  epithets,  or  more  vindictive  eenajDHre. 
No  man,  however  elevated  .his  station,  can  with- 
stand the  overwhelminjgf  force  of  such  an  assaidt 
on  his  reputatioa,  coming  from  this  august  body, 
after  mature  and  solemn  deliberatloa.  The  ex- 
alted mind  of  General  Jackson  would  prefer  even 
death  to  this  fintal  blow,  aimed  at  that  which  is 
more  dear  to  him  than  liM — ^his  welUearned  fiime 
and  irreproaohable  honor.  Sir,  the  inunortal 
Washington  was  ebarged  with  a  violation  of  the 
Constitutioo,  in  drawing  money  from  the  Traa- 
sary  to  pay  the  militia  who  served  in  the  cam- 
paign a^inst  tlie  infiurnenu  in  1794,  without  an 
appropnatiott  made  bylaw ;  bat  at  that  day  the 
secret  of  onr  power  to  censare  had  not  been  dii- 
covered,  and  the  transaction  passed  without  ani- 
madversion. It  has  remained  for  us  to  put  in 
motion  this  new  engine  of  inquisitoriil  crimina- 
tion, and  to  wield  it  a^inst  a  man  whose  arm 
was  never  extended  but  in  defending  the  Itberly 
aad  saiety  of  his  country  against  the  complicated 
enemies  by  whom  it  has  been  assailed,  and  whose 
pure  and  onblemished  patriotism,  combined  with 
his  invincible  valor,  fortitude,  and  peraevennoe, 
have  ahed  over  his  dbo  w  a  resplendent  ray  of  glo- 
ry which  neither  clouds  nor  tempests  can  ob- 
scure, so  long  as  virtue  shall  predominate  over 
the  envious  and  malignant  passions  of  the  human 
heart.  Yes,  air  I  we  are  importuned  to  execrate 
the  bloody  dlaeds  of  the  Seminole  war,  to  ohant 
requiems  over  the  tombs  of  Arbuthnot  and  Aoa* 
brister,  and  to  mown  over  tbe  wreck  of  onr  hlh' 
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eo  CoutitatioD ;  uad^  in  an  instaoC,  as  if  by  en- 
ebaoimeot,  the  horrid  pictare  raniBhes  from  cor 
affrighted  imagioatioQ8,aod  eludes  even  the  grasp 
of  keen-eyed  malice;  and  we  hear  the  moral 
integrity  and  innocence  of  all  these  transactions 
announced  from  the  same  lips  which  utter  their 
eondemnaiioo.  The  motives  and  intentions  of 
Gkneral  Jackson  are  eulogized  and  applauded  by 
his  most  inveterate  accusers.  All  the  errors 
ascribed  to  him,  and  for  which  honorable  gentle- 
men are  prepared  to  immolate  his  character,  and 
render  his  name,  hitherto  so  dear  to  his  country- 
men, odious  and  detestable,  are  attributed  to  the 
impetuous  ardor  of  his  zeal  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral good,  and  ^ive  peace  and  security  to  our  de- 
fenceless frontier. 

He  fills  a  space  in  the  public  eye,  and  com- 
mands a  portion  of  the  affection  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  too  copious  and  eztensire  to 
be  tolerated  by  the  sharp-sighted  politician,  whose 
splendid  eloquence  fades  and  evaporates  before 
ina  sunshine  of  renown,  lighted  up  by  the  unpar- 
alleled achievements  of  the  conqueror  of  the  vete- 
rans of  Wellington.  These  modern  casuists  en- 
deavor to  magnify  an  unintentional  violation  of 
the  Constitution  into  a  crime  of  the  blackest  enor- 
mity, which  can  neither  be  extenuated  nor  forgiven. 
Are  they  willing  to  make  this  system  of  political 
ethics  applicable  to  themselves,  and  to  have  their 
names  specified  on  the  Journal  as  culprits  at  the 
bar  of  an  offended  people,  stamped  with  infamy 
and  disgrace,  if  at  any  time  tbe^  have,  with  the 
best  intentions,  given  a  vole,  which,  on  a  review 
of  the  snbjeet.  was  found  to  conflict  with  some 
provision  of  tne  Constitution  ?  What  member 
of  this  House  can  say,  with  certainty,  that  he  has, 
on  all  occasions,  construed  the  Constitution  cor- 
rectly 7  And  who  among  us  would  be  satisfied 
to  stake  all  his  hopes  and  prospects  on  the  issue 
of  an  investigation,  which,  disregarding  all  re- 
spect for  the  purity  of  the  motive,  should  seek  only 
to  discover  an  inadvertent  error,  resulting  from  a 
defect  of  judgment  in  the  attainment  of  objects 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  nation  ? 
Sir,  if  1  mistake  not,  the  honorable  Speaker,  and 
several  other  gentlemen,  who  )iAve  manifested 
great  solicitude,  and  displayed  a  torrent  of  elo- 
quence to  urge  the  expediency  of  passing  the  pro- 
posed censure  on  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson, 
and  who  unhesitatingly  admit  the  innocence  of 
his  intentions,  would  be  placed  in  an  unpleasant 
aituation  by  tne  operation  of  the  rule  which  they 
are  anxious  to  prescribe  in  this  case.  A  few  short 
years  [Mst,  these  honorable  gentlemen  were  the 
champions  who  resitted  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States.  At  that 
day  they  held  the  original  act  of  incorporation  to 
be  a  usurpation  of  power,  not  delegated  to  Congress 
by  the  Constitution,  and  to  their  exertions  we 
were  indebted  for  the  downfall  of  that  institution. 
The  same  distinguished  members,  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  acting  under  the  high  obligations  of 
duty,  and  the  solemnity  of  their  oaths  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  aided  and 
assisted  in  establisbiog  the  mammoth  bank,  which 
now  threatens  to  sweep  with  the  besom  of  de- 


struction every  other  moneyed  ioautmioB  ia  ^ 
nation  into  the  gnlf  of  ruin  and  bftiikmpicy.  k 
will  not  be  pretended  that  both  tbeae  opponte 
opinions  were  correct ;  and  yet  I  should  be  rerj 
sorry  either  to  impugn  the  motives  which  aetuassA 
those  gentlemen  in  the  inalanees  refcired  to,  or 
to  pass  a  censure  on  their  eoodnei  for  an  aaia- 
tentional  violation  of  the  CooatitatioB,  cakak> 
ted  to  withdraw  from  them  the  eoDfidence  of 
their  constituents.  There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, when  the  Republican  phalanz  in  everf 
quarter  of  the  Union  regarded  the  specifieacion  of 
powers  in  the  Constitution  as  the  Jiattauon  of 
the  grant,  within  which  every  departaeat  ought 
to  be  strictljr  confined.  But  at  this  Amy  we  arc 
told,  that  this  literal  conat ruction  of  ike  iastm- 
ment  ia  too  narrow  for  the  expanded  views  of  «a 
American  statesman — mere  ^  water  gmel,"  ia- 
sinid  to  the  palate,  and  requiring^  the  addtuoa  d 
a  little  fuel  to  give  it  eneiqgy  and  action  to  eaa- 
duct  this  nation  to  the  high  destinies  which  twait 
it.  No  power  can  be  called  for  by  an  exisdag 
exigency,  or  a  favorite  system  of  policy,  vhick, 
according  to  the  doctrines  now  advanced,  aitf 
not  be  found  necessary  and  proper  to  earry  iato 
effect  some  one  of  the  specified  powers  in  the  Cps- 
stitotion.  The  flexible  character  of  man,  and  tk 
frailty  of  human  natorei  afford  an  ample  apol«7 
for  these  oscillations,  and  wretehed^indeed  woaid 
be  our  situation  if  crime  consisted  in  error,  aa- 
aecompanied  by  the  pre-existing  will  to  perpeta- 
ate  it.  No  man  who  respecu  his  feelings  or  kii 
character  would  accept  a  public  trost  on  soekeoo- 
ditions.  As  well  might  we  censnre  the  Sopmne 
Court  for  having  given  a  decision  which  we 
deemed  contrary  to  the  Consiitation,  and  wkcie 
no  corruption  could  be  alleged  against  the  jn^ 
who  pronounced  it;  which  ia  an  essential  iogn- 
dient  to  constitute  an  offence  for  which  a  jadi- 
cial  officer  is  liable  to  impeachmeac.  In  sock  s 
case  our  censure  might  be  retorted  by  an  attach- 
ment for  contempt,  and  the  honorable  Speaker, 
representing  the  majesty  oCthia  House,  wooJd  be 
compelled  to  answer  the  charge  by  parg^tioa,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  wisdom  of  the  Honse  snoald  di- 
rect. I  mention  this  to  ^ow  the  absurdity  and 
inefficiency,  of  every  attempt  to  faaaaceod  lAe 

nwers  aecured  to  us  by  the  Constitntios.  Sir, 
\m  sick  to  loathing  of  this  ineongnioa^  aoveJ, 
and  impotent  effort  to  wound  the  aenaifaihty  of  a 
hero,  who  has  sacrificed  whatever  of  heahk  or  for- 
tune he  possessed,  and  staked  his  life  in  common 
with  the  soldier  by  whose  side  he  foaght,  that 
our  exposed  and  unprotected  frontier  might  once 
more  repose  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  nadisiatbed 
by  the  midnight  yell  of  the  merciless  savage. 

The  hero  of  New  Orleans  wanted  not  a  pectf 
Indian  war,  to  satiate  his  ambition,  or  add  fresh 
laurels  to  the  wreath  already  bequeathed  to  hia 
by  his  country.  It  was  a  war  of  hardships,  h- 
tigues,  and  privations,  in  which  for  himself  ke 
had  nothing  to  hope  but  the  consolation  of  hsr- 
iog  accomplished  the  object  for  which  he  took 
the  field,  and*of  receiving  the  approbation  of  ihc 
President,  to  whom  alone  he  was  responsible  for 
all  the  ittcidenu  oi  the  campaign  in  which  ke 
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Mirtieipated.  Of  thit  reward,  so  wali  merited, 
md  so  freely  bettowed,  we  now  seek  to  rob  hinii 
>y  falminating  resolutions  and  TiadietiTe  elo- 
[Qence,  against  what  honorable  ^ntlemen  are 
(leased  to  call  a  patriotic  unintentional  Tiolation 
f  the  Constitution. 

[The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
nd  asked  leaTe  to  sit  again ;  ana  the  House  ad* 
oorDed.    On  the  following  day,] 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  resumed  his  argument.  Mr. 
Z^hairman,  1  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood^ 
hat  the  Tiew  which  1  had  the  honor  to  take  of 
bis  sobject  on  yesterday,  was  not  intended  to 
hield  the  conduct  of  (General  Jackson  from  the 
trietest  scrutiny.  Bven  before  this  unconstitu- 
tonal  court,  unheard  and  undefended,  he  fears 
lot  the  penetrating  touch  of  the  most  rigid  in- 
vestigation. He  asks  no  pallia ti  fee,  no  exemp- 
ion  from  responsibility.  He  needs  only  that 
trotection  which  justice,  sternly  administered, 
ffbrd&  to  cTery  Tirtuous  Bian  in  the  community. 
?he  argument  was  directed  to  the  judgment  of 
\ie  House,  in  reference  to  its  own  legitimate 
owers,  as  a  separate  branch  of  the  National  Le- 
islatare.  These  consist  of  the  right  to  judge  of 
he  elections  and  returns  of  our  own  members ; 
y  determine  the  rules  of  our  own  proceedings ; 

0  panish  members  for  disorderly  behaTiour ;  and, 
rith  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a 
lember;  and  they  are  all  the  ultimate  powers  of 
tie  House  of  RepresentatiTCs.  Allow  me,  sir,  in 
losiBg  my  remarks  on  this  point,  to  call  the  at- 
nation  of  the  Committee  to  an  opinion  which  fell 
rota  the  Tenerable  Gkorge  Clinton^  a  short  time 
efore  he  took  a  final  leaTe  of  this  world  and 
ran  deposited  among  the  tombs  of  the  fallen  he* 
oes  and  patriots,  who,  with  him,  had  achie?ed 
he  independence  of  their  country.  Placed  in  the 
hair  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  was 
M] aired,  by  an  equal  di?ision  of  that  bodv,  to  giTe 

casting  vote  on  the  question  touching  tne  power 
f  Congress  to  incorporate  a  NationaF  Banx.  It 
rill  be  recollected  that  he  negatiTed  that  propo- 
tion,  and  in  support  of  his  vote  advaneed  the 
sasoning  by  which  he  was  influenced,  which  he 
oncladed  with  the  following  judicious  and  ner- 
inent  admonition :  "  In  the  course  of  a  long  life, 

1  liaTe  found  that  Gtovernment  is  not  to  be 
iCreDgthened  by  an  assumption  of  doubtful  pow- 
ers, bttt  by  a  wise  and  energetic  execution  of 
those  which  are  incontestable ;  the  former  never 
falls  to  produce  suspicion  and  distrust,  whilst  the 
latter  inspires  respectand  confidence."  The  sen- 
ment  is  worthy  of  the  head  and  the  heart  which 
ictated  it,  and  if  properly  improved  will  consti- 
ate  a  rich  legacy  from  that  inflexible  patriot  to 
iiose  who  may  follow  in  the  path  of  legislation. 

earnestlv  recommend  it  to  the  favorable  consid- 
ratioQ  ot  this  body. 

Mr.  P.  continued.  I  now,  sir,  said  he,  proceed 
>  the  topics  already  discussed  with  such  distin- 
uished  ability.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
ieiesa  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Com  mi  t- 
e  in  attempting  to  give  them  a  further  exam- 
atioo*  The  causes  and  origin  of  the  Seminole 
ar,  its  prosecution,  and  final  termination,  have 


resounded  in  our  ears  until  every  feeling  is  par* 
alyzed,  and  all  the  avenues  to  conviction  are 
closed,  bv  the  frost  of  cold  indifference,  or  the 
fatal  spefl  of  unconquerable  prejudice.  Under 
such  discouraging  circumstances,  I  enter  with 
diffidence  on  the  task  of  exploring  the  ground 
over  which  so  many  have  trodden  before  me. 
Urged  on,  however,  by  a  sense  of  duly  and  of  \kt 
iinportant  results  which  may  flow  from  the  de* 
cision  to  be  pronounced  on  these  interesting  sub- 
jects^  I  claim  the  indulf^nce  of  the  Committee 
while  I  submit  my  opinions  in  relation  to  the 
principles  and  facts  involved  in  them.  The 
causes  of  this  war  stand  first  in  the  order  of  the 
discussion :  upon  a  clear  understanding  of  these 
materially  depends  the  justification  of  the  con* 
duct  observed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Many  of  the  rights  which  appertain  to  a  bellige- 
rent in  a  defensive,  cannot  be  claimed  in  an 
offensive  war,  and  this  is  more  particularly  the 
case  in  respect  to  that  which  is  now  the  subject 
of  consideration.  The  honorable  Speaker,  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  affixing  the  guilt  of  tne  con- 
test on  the  United  States  to  sustain  his  conclu- 
sions, has  labored  to  excite  our  commiseration 
for  the  poor,  degraded,  half*starved,  persecuted 
Seminoles,  while  he  charges  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia with  robberies  and  murders  on  their  innocent, 
unoffending  neighbors;  who,  in  their  own  de- 
fence, were  compelled  to  take  up  arms  and  retal- 
iate the  injustice  which  had  been  practised 
against  them.  To  these  outrages,  and  the  acqui- 
sition of  Indian  lands  bv  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Jackson,  combined  with  tne  dictatorial  terms  of 
that  treaty,  I  understood  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  attribute  the  war  which  has  produced  so  much 
excitement  in  this  House.  Sir.  I  apprehend  that 
no  gentleman  on  this  floor  is  iMtter  acquainted 
with  the  origin  of  this  war  than  the  honorable 
member  from  Georgia  who  opened  this  debate; 
and  if  he  is  willing  to  admit  the  charge  of  rob- 
bery and  murder  made  on  his  constituents— 4>e  it 
so.  For  one,  I  can  only  say,  that  no  satisfactory 
evidence  has  been  adduced  of  the  fact,  and  I  am 
therefore  bound  to  controvert  it. 

[The  Spaakbr  explained :  He  meant  only  to 
express  his  fears  that  such  was  the  fact,  without 
intending  to  use  the  strong  language  which  Mr. 
P.  had  ascribed  to  him.] 

Mr.  P.  proceeded :  Sir,  I  have  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  eentleman  before  me  i  it  contains 
not  only  the  soostance  of  this  charge  on  the  peor 
pie  of  Georgia,  but  it  refers,  in  extenso,  to  a  pa- 
per signed  by  the  chiefs  of  ten  towns,  addressed 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Hawkins,  spe- 
cifying their  grievances  and  the  wrongs  commit- 
ted on  them  by  the  Georgians,  for  which  they 
demanded  an  atonement.  This  paper  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  has  characterized  as  an  artless 
ule,  told  in  langoa^  pathetic  and  feeling,  which 
carried  internal  evidence  of,  at  least,  the  belief  of 
the  authors  of  it  that  they  were  writing  the 
truth.  It  complains,  that  the  '^wblte  people  car- 
*  ried  off  all  the  red  people's  cattle,  and  still  con- 
Uinued  to  do  so;  that  the  whites  first  begun; 
^  tnat,  three  years  since,  the  whites  killed  three 
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*  Ittdiant,  aaii,  siaet  that,  three  others  $  tluit  the 

*  whites  stole  their  horses,  aod  all  tbef  had,  and 

*  killed  three  more  Indians;  to  which  they  have 

*  since  added  six  more."  Satisfaction  is  said  to 
haTe  been  taken  for  all  except  three  of  the  In- 
dians allied  to  haTe  been  murdered  by  the 
whites.  From  this  summary  of  the  paper  re- 
ferred to  in  support  of  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable Speaker,  and  the  weight  which  he  has 
attached  to  it,  I  think  it  must  oe  manifest  that  I 
haTc  not  misconceired  or  misstated  his  premises. 
And  I  repeat  that  it  is  not  for  me  to  interfere  be- 
tween the  honorable  gentleman  from  Gkorgia, 
whose  constituents  have  been  thus  implicated, 
and  his  honorable  friend,  who  imputes  to  them 
such  disgraceful  conduct.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  notice  this  '^artless  tale  of  truth,"  which 
is  the  sole  evideape  of  the  outrages  complained 
of,  and  on  which  so  high  an  eulogium  has  been 

S renounced.    Wbence  came  this  manifesto  7— 
ir,  it  emanated  from  the  pen  of  that  infamous 
foreigner,  Arbuthnot  $  it  is  one  of  the  multitude 
of  crimes  which  he  expiated  on  the  gallows,  and 
is  second  only  in  impudence  and  falsehood  to  the 
famous  proclamation  of  his  predecessor,  Colonel 
Mieholls.    Its  style  is  artful  and  insinuating;  its 
import  pregnant  with  all  the  horrid  deeds  ex- 
icited  and  consummated  by  the  mischief-medi- 
tating hand  of  that  monster  whose  fate  is  so 
deeply  deplored  within  these  walls.    And  is  the 
testimony  of  this  man,  the  aTowed  enemy  of  the 
United  States  j  the  instigator  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties, by  means  of  intrigue  and  seduction  i  whose 
occupation  was  misrepresentation  and  deception,' 
to  dmw  the  uaktteNU  savage  isto  the  Tortex  of 
4a»pending  rutn ;  whose  mind  was  the  dark  abode 
^  me,  in  all  its  hideous  deformity,  worthy  ^yf 
the  panegyric  which  it  has  received,  and  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  it  by  the  honorable  Spea- 
Icerl    ShaH  we  diehoDor  the  Ameriean  name: 
upon  his  authority,  masked  by  the  nominal  sig-. 
natures  of  ten  towns,  the  dupes  of  his  insidious  | 
policy,  who  knew  no  more  of  this  <*  pathetic  and 
iMing  narratiTe— this  simple  tale  of  truth,"  than 
he  thousht  proper  to  communicate  to  them? 
No,  sir,  f  trust  we  shall  not.    We  must  look  to 
^her  and  more  respeemble  sources,  for  the  oon- 
cateaatioo  of  eveau  which  resulted  in  the  Semi- 
nole war :  to  these  I  shall  presently  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Conwuttee.    Bat  the  treaty  of 
Fort  Jackson  MU  under  the  severe  denunciation 
of  the  honorable  Speaker,  and  the  war  is  said  to 
have  had  its  ori|[ia  in  the  imperious,  haughty, 
and  dictatorial  spirit  of  that  instrument. 

Let  us  advert,  for  a  moment,  to  the  history  of 
this  transaction,  and  bottom  our  reasoning  on 
facts,  and  we  shall  be  less  liable  to  the  errors  in- 
separable from  a  superficial  view  of  any  subject. 
The  Creek  Indians,  towards  whom  the  United 
States  had,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  observed 
the  most  pacific  policy,  stimulating  them  to  in- 
dustry and  agricultural  pursuits,  and  inculcating 
on  their  minds  the  beneots  of  civilixation,  seised 
on  the  first  favorable  opportunity  which  ofiered, 
when  we  were  contending  for  our  existence  as  a 
sovereign  and  independent  nation  against  the 


nttdivided  strength  of  Great  Britaui,  to  taks  w 
arms  against  us,  and  aaake  a  common  caase  «i4 
the  enemy ;  actuated  to  this  measare,  no  dsnk 
by  British  and  Spanish  couaseliors,  and  su^ci 
as  we  know,  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  ik 
war  at  Pensacola.  While  they  were  in  our  powu. 
weak  and  unprotected,  we   cherished  and  fed 
them ;  we  introduced  among  them  implemeits  of 
industry,  taught  them  to  cultivate  the  soil,  ud 
the  use  of  the  wheel  and  loom.     We  respected 
their  territory,  and  prohibited  all  intrusions  opot 
it.    When  they  found  us  hard  piesied,  by  ik 
most  powerful  nation  in  Europe,  we  asked  not 
their  assistance,  but  advised  them  te  mmj  at  home 
and  remain  in  peace ;  we  told  them  aot  to  fight 
on  either  side.    But  the  demon  of  fsrag^tcdoc- 
tion  came  among  them  i  false  hopes  were  i&toaed 
into  their  minds;  promises  of  British  aid  woe 
made  to  them;  the  prophetic  delnaion  of  inm- 
cibility  nerved  the  warrior's  aroA,  and  the  loms- 
ba  wk  and  scalping  knife  were  rmiaed  against  their 
benefactorsi  wielded  with  all  the  fury  of  ATige 
barbarity,  tendered  still  more  ferocioos  bj  the'ia- 
fiueace  of  superstition  and  fanaticism.  Sack  m 
their  ingratitude,  and  such  the  return  for  osr 
magaannnity  1  The  bloody  contest  eaaned.  Th 
massacie  at  uuck  river,  at  Fort  Biimm%  aai  th 
butchery  of  our  fnmtier  inhabitants,  without  «- 
gard  to  age,  sex,  or  condition,  will  long  be  l^ 
membered  by  the  afflicted  friends  and  rchuvcs 
who  survived  the  unfortunate  Tiotiais,  when  in- 
nocent blood  stained  the  guilty  handl  of  the  iao- 
orable  savage.    The  melancholy  atory  ef  their 
wrongs  willbe  handed  down  to  the  latest  fme> 
rations.    I  hope  the^  will  not  he  foiyottea  bf 
their  country.  At  this  momcaloias  eriauiackiSi 
spnmg  from  the  retirement  in  which  his  vigofga 
mind  had  been  permitted  to  aliimber,  and  esa- 
template,  not  without  emotiona  of  paiofali^pet, 
the  disaeters  which  marked  the  peowrem  of  o« 
armies.    He  took  the  field,  at  the  head  of  the 
hardy  and  intrepid  eons  of  Tenneasee — ^his  fai^ 
fui  companions  in  arma.    They'  peaetiated  the 
swamps  and  the  forest^  endunng,  with  aualy 
fortitude,  every  hardship  and  |iriratioa  which  the 
most  Tlvid  imagination  can  coneeire  or  kunoa 
lanjm^  portmy*    The  god  of  bntcles  wv  «a 
their  side;  victory  attended   their  aieps;  tbej 
conquered.    The  Yunqnashed  eaemf  diyuirri — 
a  part  of  tlMm  fied  into  Florida,  to  throw  them- 
selves MMier  British  protection,  and  the  residue 
surrendered  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqacri^g  Gen- 
eral.   And  the  articles  of  capitulatioa,  signed  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1814,  have  been  o^kd  n  ucaty 
—a  dufd*au9re^uk  diplomacy,  cruel  and  insuh- 
ing  in  its  terms,  lo  a  miserable  lallen  foe;  dere^ 
atory  to  the  national  charaoter,  and  the  main  cause 
of  the  recent  war  of  the  Seminolee.    I  have  ret 
to  learn  that  the  subjugation  of  one  tribe  of  In- 
dians, and  the  terms  of  their  submission,  is  jnsti' 
fiable  cause  of  war  on  the  part  of  another  aada 
distinct  tribe.   But,  independent  of  this  ohjeecam 
to  the  ground  assumed  bf  the  heaoraUe  Speaker, 
I  contend  there  is  nothmg  in  these  arttchs  ot 
capitulation,  either  unreasoaable  ot  iacompasibk 
with  the  sound  moraiity  which,  it 
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nently  disttiigiinhed  the  Commfssionen  «f  Ghent. 
L*et  it  be  remembered  that  a  oonqoeriag  Qeneral. 
in  the  field,  asks  DOtbing  of  the  enemy  as  a  mat* 
teT  of  eoartesy.  His  business  is  to  demand  joe* 
tice,  and  enforce  a  complianee  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  And  what  are  tbe  conditions  on  which 
Gkneral  Jackson  agreed  to  reeeire  the  submis* 
sione  of  an  enemy  who  had  made  on  the  United 
States  an  unproToked  war,  in  aid  of  a  contem- 
plated blow  to  be  stf uck  by  Oreat  Britain,  on  the 
great  emporiam  of  oar  western  commerce?  He 
demands  *<an  equivalent  for  all  expenses  inearred 
[  in  prosecuting  the  war  to  its  final  termination ; 

*  that  the  Creek  nation  abandon  all  intercourse 
'  with  the  British  and  Spanish  posts,  those  infer- 
'  nal  fiends  who  had  excited  them  to  war;  that 
'  they  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  United  States 

*  to  establish  milttarjr  posts  and  trading-houses, 
'  and  open  roads  within  their  territory,  and  to  the 

*  free  nsTigation  of  their  waters;  that  they  sur- 
'  render  the  property  taken  from  citizens  of  the 
^  United  States  and  friendly  Indians,  In  return 
'  for  which  the  property  of  those  who  submitted 
'  was  to  be  restored ;  ami  that  the  instigators  of 
'  the  war,  whether  foreigners  or  prophets,  if  found 

*  within  their  terricory,  should  be  captured  and 

<  smrencfored.  The  United  States  yolnntariiy 
'  undertake  to  maintain  ti^ose  deluded,  infatuated 
'  people,  until  they  shal^  be  enabled  to  support 

<  themselves  by  their  own  labor."  Sir,  I  will 
thank  any  gentleman  to  designate  which  of  these 
stipulations  he  would  have  omitted.  Are  they 
not  all  essential  to  a  permanent  peace,  and  a  just 
indemnification  for  the  injuries  we  had  sustained 
from  these  red  allies  of  Qreat  Britain  9  Yes,  sir ; 
nor  could  General  Jackson  bare  done  less  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duty ;  and  less  could 
not  have  been  expected  by  a  conquered  tribe  of 
Indians  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  frequent  use  of  the  word  **  demand,"  which 
has  given  so  much  ofi*ence,  corresponds  precisely 
with  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  \vhich  was 
purely  military^  purporting  on  its  face  to  be  ''ar- 
ticles of  agreement  and  capitulation,"  bearing  no 
resemblance  to  a  formal  treaty  entered  into  by 
the  mutual  consent  of  two  independent  sovereign- 
ties. I  can  perceive  nothing  on  the  faee  of  this 
eapitulation,  either  in  form  or  substance,  which 
is  inconsistent  with  a  proper  respect  for  our  own 
tafety,  or  incompatible  with  national  honor.  The 
right  to  make  roads,  and  estublish  tradinff-houses 
ind  military  posts  on  the  lands  reserved  to  the 
Creeks,  to  which  exception  has  been  taken,  as  a 
faigh'handed,  arbitrary  measure,  is  universal 
among  all  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits. 
I  do  not  believe  it  was  ever  before  questioned  or 
complained  of.  But  we  are  told  that  this  com*- 
paet  was  not  entered  into  by  a  majority  of  the 
Creek  nation ;  that  it  is  not  binding  on  them ;  and 
the  territory  acquired  under  it  reveres.  Under  the 
stipalation  contained  in  the  ninth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Qhent  So  said  Colonel  NichoUs  and 
Arbuthoot;  and  so  said  Lord  Castlereagh,  until 
OQr  vigilant  and  enli|[fatened  Minister,  then  resi- 
dent in  London,  satisfied  him  that  the  treary  did 
act  embrace  the  ease.    England,  the  only  Power 


in  Europe  loterestad  ia  the  qnastion,  haa  akaa» 
doned  her  objections  to  oar  title,  but  they  are  re* 
newed  on  this  floor,  doubtless  for  the  sole  object 
of  promoting  tlie  interests  of  the  United  States  I 
Sir,  ail  that  we  gained  during  the  late  arduous 
struggle  with  Great  Britaio.  except  the  |^lory  of 
our  land  and  naval  victories,  was  this  little  in* 
demnity  from  a  domestic  enemy,  who  made  war 
on  us  without  the  sliahtest  apology.  And  I  ask, 
if  it  accords  with  the  ''expanded  views  of  an 
American  statesman,"  to  throw  the  weight  of  his 
reasoning  and  opinions  against  the  fair  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  a  tract  of  country  so  deaiir 
purchased  with  the  best  blood  of  the  nation,  and 
thereby  revive  doubts  of  oar  title  already  anawer* 
ed  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  British  Cabi* 
net,  to  whom  alone  we  ate  botiod  to  answer  qnee^ 
tions  arising  under  the  treaty  of  peace?  Tbe 
memorable  visit  of  Nieholls,  and  his  red  con* 
panion  HiUis  Hajo,  to&jf^and,  was  made  for  the 
express  piirpose  of  obtaiatng  the  aid  of  that  Gov*' 
em  meat  m  the  war,  whidi  was  tlwa  contem- 
plated to  dispossess  the  United  States  of  the  lands 
eeded  bv  the  Creek  aatioa  on  the  9th  of  Aucaati 
1814.  Had  this  debate  taken  place  prior  to  meir 
departata,  they  woald  have  been  furnished  with 
aa  inteiyretation  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  favora* 
Ue  to  their  cause,  gi  vea.  too,  by  one  of  the  Amer^ 
iean  Commisstoaers  wiio  negotiated  it,  in  this 
deliberative  assembly.  With  soeh  a  paper,  oom- 
iag from  such  high  authority. although  not  strictly 
omciai,  they  might,  indeed,  nave  assumed  an  ioN 
posing  attitude  with  the  British  ministry.  Out 
difficulties  would  have  thickened  around  us,  and 
the  peace  of  the  Union  might  have  been  endnn** 
gered,  witlyiot  a  relinquishment  on  our  part  of 
the  lands  so  necessary  to  the  growing  strength 
and  population  of  our  Southera  States  and  l^p- 
ritories,  for  the  possession  of  which  we  were  in- 
debted to  the  valor  and  patriotism  of  that  man 
who,  for  having  done  too  much  for  hie  country, 
is  arraigned  as  a  criminal  at  the  bar  of  this  House. 
The  Treaty  of  1790,  nude  at  New  York,  with 
McGillivray,  was  objected  to  on  the  same  pre^ 
teiu  now  ufged  to  defeat  theagteemeat  made  at 
Fort  Jackson  in  1814.  The  Baron  De  Caronde** 
let,  in  behalf  of  the  Creek  IndiansL  protected 
agaiasi  it  as  absoftotely  null  and  void,  tN^ause  it 
had  not  been  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  b» 
tioB.  On  the  reeeat  oeeasion  Spain  is  silent,  and 
we  are  iavored  with  the  humane  and  benevolent 
taterpositioo  of  Nieholls  and  Woodbine,  Arbath- 
not  and  Amhrisierl  I  confess,  sir,  i  have  no 
amUtfon  to  be  found  in  tiie  ranla  of  either  of 
these  sage  and  beneficent  eoansellors ;  it  is  enoagh 
for  me  to  vindicate  the  rifffats  of  my  <ywn  country 
against  the  attacks  of  ail  foreign  emissaries,  wha^ 
ever  guise  they  oaay  assume  to  aecomplish  their 
detestable  purposes.  Ad  imaorable  gentiemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  HoPKHteoN)  has  said, 
that  every  step  we  have  takea,  in  rnereace  to 
the  unfohunate  aborigines,  whom  we  found  in 
possession  of  the  soil  over  which  we  have  spread 
our  population,  has  been  marked  with  oruelty  aad 
blood ;  and  the  honorable  Speaker  has  informed 
ue,  that  the  friends  of  iegitimaey  in  Europe  make 
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two  seriovfl  ftod  importaiic  charges  agftiBsC  this 
couotry :  the  one  is  an  inordinate  spirit  of  agma* 
dixement,  and  the  other  the  treatment  which  we 
extend  to  the  Indians.  Now,  sir,  with  all  the 
respect  which  I  entertain  for  those  gentieinen, 
and  for  the  political  moralitjr  of  the  friends  of 
legitimacy  in  Europe,  I  deny,  in  their  whole  ex- 
tent, the  accuracy  of  these  charges;  the^r  are 
unsupported  either  byhistory  or  the  experience 
of  any  man  living.  When  did  the  United  States 
make  an  offensive  war  on  an  Indian  tribe  9  When 
did  they  extend  their  settlements  within  the 
boundary  of  Indian  territory,  without  a  foil  equiv- 
alent, agreed  on  by  treaty,  fairly  concluded  and 
executed  7  I  ehallcnffe  any  gentleman  to  pot  his 
finger  on  that  page  of  history  which  afforos  evi- 
dence of  these  facts.  And  can  England  or  Spain 
make  the  same  declarations,  supported  by  a  re- 
trospect on  their  p«st  conduct  towards  the  Indian 
tribes  within  their  territorial  limiu?  No,  sir  1 
Ihejr  grant  lands  for  military  services,  and  push 
their  settlemenls  without  the  smallest  respect  lor 
Indian  boundary.  The  law  of  force  is  the  only 
rule  which  they  recognise  as  applicable  to  these 
people ;  and  if  presentS|  fiivors,  or  privileges,  have 
been  occasionally  granted  to  them,  they  were 
based  in  avarice,  or  intended  to  stimulate  them 
to  the  numerous  wars  which  have  proved  so  fatal 
to  them,  and  which  have  drenched  our  extensire 
frontier  in  the  blood  of  our  citixens.  I  appeal  to 
•very  Western  man  whether,  in  the  long  cata- 
logue of  lodiaa  hostilities,  from  the  period  of  the 
Revolution  up  to  the  present  moment,  one  in- 
stance can  be  designated  in  which  the  war  could 
not  be  traced  to  the  influence  of  British  agents 
and  traders?  Whether  we  have  not  constantly 
endeavored  to  withdraw  their  attention  from  the 
art  of  war;  to  cultivate  with  them  the  relations 
of  peace  and  amity ;  to  civilixe  them,  and  ame- 
liorate their  condition?  These  facts  are  notorious 
and  indisputable ;  they  demonstrate,  most  clearly, 
the  mildness  and  justlee  of  our  policy  towards 
the  savage  tribes,  and  leave  no  foundation  for  the 
charges  made  on  this  Qovernmeat,  either  by  the 
legitimates  of  Europe  or  the  citixens  of  our  own 
country. 

I  aver,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  United  Slates  have,  on  all  occasions,  without 
a  single  exception  to  the  contrary,  acted  on  the 
defensive  in  the  commencement  of  every  war 
with  our  Indian  neighbors;  that  they  have  never 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  conciliation ;  and 
we  have  abundant  evidence  that  the  late  Semi- 
nole war  was  of  a  character  similar  in  all  reepeeu 
10  those  which  preceded  it.  The  finger  of  Briiiah 
intrigue,  and  of  Spanish  duplicity  and  conni* 
vmnce.  aro  visible  from  the  very  inception  of 
these  hostiHties  to  their  final  termination.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  bj  entering  into  a  me- 
thodical and  critical  examination  of  the  docu- 
ments, in  the  hands  of  eveqr  gentleman ;  showing 
the  means  employed  to  excite  this  war,  the  prepa- 
rations made  for  Its  prosecution,  and  the  guar- 
antee of  ultimate  aid  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  recover  the  lands  for  which  the  outlawed 
Creeks  contended.    They  are  voluminous  and 


multifarious ;  many  of  them  official, —d  ailkiA- 
ing  to  the  unavoidable  conclusion,  ckat  nothis| 
short  of  a  restoration  of  these  lands,  apoa  the 
most  horoilistiog  terms,  could  mrerc  the  impend- 
ing blow.    I  will  endeavor  to  preeenc  a  summary 
of  the  prominent  occurrences^  on  which  I  maf 
safely  rest  the  vindication  of  this  Governmeat 
against  the  charge  of  aggression.    The  occupa- 
tion of  a  strong  military  post  on  the  Appalachi- 
cola,  the  asylum  of  fugitive  slaves,  of  vagaboada, 
and  banditti,  of  hostile  Indians,  and  of  aU  who 
would  enlist  under  the  English  jack,  or  the  bioody 
flag,  is  the  first  certain  indication  of  theappraach- 
ing  rupture.    It  was  the  nucleus  from  which  ali 
the  subsequent  proceedings  geBeraied  mad  ma- 
tured.   The  Qovernment  of  Spain  taeillf  acqui- 
esced in  this  open  violation  of  iu  neatral  lerriiory. 
Not  evea  the  redoubtable  Don  Jose  Masot  was 
heard  to  complain,  except  for  the  aeduetion  and 
employment  of  negroes  belonging  to  SpuAish  sub- 
jects, in  this  tri-coTored  collection  of  oatlavsaad 
muraerers.    The  demands  made  oa  tile  Uaited 
States,  as  the  sole  condition  on  which  pence  conU 
be  preserved,  and  the  objecu  coDtempaated  ia  the 
erection  of  this  Ne^  fort  are  speeifieallv  aa- 
aouneed  by  that  prince  ot  scoundrclii  Ccionei 
Edward  NichoUs,  ia  his  several  letters  to  Coloael 
Hawkins,  then  the  Creek  agent     This  fdiov 
sometimes  styles  himself  **  commander  of  the 
British  forces  in  the  Floridas,"  and  at  others 
^  commander  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  forces 
in  the  Creek  nation."    And  on  one  of  Jus  eooi- 
munications  is  eadorsed  "  on  His  Britanaic  Ma- 
jesty's service  I"    What  forces  had  Great  Britaia 
in  the  Floridas^  or  in  the  Creek   nation?    At 
peace  with  Spam  and  the  United  States,  by  what 
authority  could  that  Qovernment  station  a  mili- 
tary force  within  the  territories  of  either  ?    Tbeit 
extraordinary  transactions,  it  is  true,  have  been 
verbally  disavowed,  but  they  have  nerer  bett 
explained  in  the  manner  called  for  hj  their  mis- 
chievous tendency;  and  necessary  to  exempt  the 
British  Ministry  from  the  well-groonded  suspi- 
cion of  a  participation  in  them.    On  the  S8th  of 
April.  1816|  NichoUs  informed  Colonel  Hawkins 
that  tne  chiefs  had  come  to  a  determinatioa  '*  not 
'  to  permit  the  least  intereonrse  between  their 
'  neople  and  those  of  the  United  Stales.    They 
'  have,  in  consequence^  (said  he,)  ordeied  cheoa 
'  to  cease  all  communication,  either  diieedy  or 
*  indirectlv,  with  the  territory  or  citixens  oi  the 
<  United  States."    They  further  waned  the  citi- 
xens of  the  United  States  from  entenag  the  ter* 
ritory  or  communicating,  directly  or  indiiectiT, 
with  the  Creek  people ;  and  they  describe  their 
territory  to  be  as  it  stood  ia  the  year  181L    They 
add  their  adhesion  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  as  aa 
independent  ally  of  His  Britannic  M»esty.    If  a 
doubt  exists  as  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
insolent  letter,  which  was  itself  sufilcieat  canst 
for  hostile  operations  on  our  part,  it  is  fally  re- 
moved by  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  same  ia- 
dividoal,  ^  commanding  His  Britannic  Majesty^ 
forces  in  the  Creek  nation,"  dated  at  the  Sdosh 

Stat  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  Biay  liSth,  18l5u 
e  says,  **  I  have  ordered  them  (the  Indians)  to 
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'  stand  OD  Kbe  defensiys,  and  have  mi  them  a 
'  large  supplf  of  arms  and  ammaoitioo,  aod  told 

*  them  to  put  to  death  without  mercy  any  one 

*  molesting  them."  Again :  **  They  have  given 
^  their  consent  to  await  your  answer  before  they 
'  take  revenge;  but,  sir,  they  are  impatient  for  it, 

*  and  well  armed,  as  the  whole  nation  now  is,  and 

*  stored  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  having 
*'  a  stronghold  to  retire  upon  in  case  of  a  superior 
'  force  appeariog."  He  likewise  threatens  the 
'^  good  and  innocent  citizens  on  the  frontier,"  and 
mdmooishes  our  agent  "  that  they  do  not  find  that 
our  citizens  are  evacuating  their  lands  accordinff 
to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent." 
After  this  undisguised  exposition  of  their  tine 
qua  rum,  their  means  of  annoyance,  their  security 
from  attack  by  a  superior  force  in  the  "  strong- 
hold" which  the  sagacity  of  ibeir  leader  had  pro- 
vided, and  their  impudent  threat  of  war  and  ven- 
geance against  *'  the  good  and  innocent  citizens 
on  the  frontier,"  what  man,  whose  mind  is  free 
from  the  despotic  sway  of  prejudice,  can  hesitate 
as  to  the  settled  determination  of  these  Indians 
to  commence  hostilities  on  the  United  States, 
whenever  they  should  be  ordered  to  strike  by 
their  ^ood  friend  Colonel  NichoUs  ?  To  ascer- 
tain with  certain tjr  how  far  they  might  depend 
on  British  protection,  Nicholls  and  Hillis  Hajo 
proceeded  to  London,  with  the  famous  address  of 
all  the  chiefs  to  their  good  father,  King  George. 
This  paper,  of  which  Colonel  Nicholls  is  both  the 
hero  ana  the  author,  breathes  the  same  spirit  of 
enmity  to  this  country  which  runs  through  the 
whole  of  his  letters  and  correspondence.  In  order 
to  recommend*  themselves  to  the  favor  of  the 
King,  they  assure  him  that  thev  '*have  fought 
'and  bled  for  him  against  the  Americans;  that 
'  they  will  truly  keep  the  talks  which  his  chief 
'  has  given  them,  if  be  will  be  graciously  pleased 
'  to  continue  his  protection  ;  that  they  are  deter- 
'  mined  to  cease  having  any  communication  with 
'  the  Americans,  and  warn  them  to  keep  out  of 
'  their  nation."  These  talks,  which  they  gave  a 
pledge  truly  to  keep,  were  to  "put  to  death,  with- 
out mercy,  everv  American  who  should  be  found 
on  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Treat][  of  Fort  Jack- 
son." The  deputation  was  received  with  every 
mark  of  politeness  and  attention.  Hillis  Hajo 
was  honored  by  the  Prince  Regent  with  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General  in  His  majesty's  service, 
and  presented  with  a  splendid  suit  of  British  uni- 
forna,  together  with  a  rifle,  tomahawk,  and  scalp- 
ing  knife,  of  British  manufacture,  with  the  royal 
arms  engraven  upon  each  of  them.  These  cir- 
cumstances attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Adams, 
our  Minister  there,  and  several  notes  were  ad- 
dressed by  him  to  Earl  Bathurst  and  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagb^  on  the  subject  of  the  unwarrantable 
proceedm^n  of  Nicholls,  in  Florida,  and  of  the 
address  before  noticed,  which  was  called  a  treaty 
offensive  and  defensive.  To  these  notes  no  writ- 
ten reply  was  furnished;  they  carefully  avoided 
a  correspondence,  in  writing,  relative  to  these 
transactions;  and  Lord  Bathurst,  when  pressed 
by  our  Minister  in  a  conversation,  observed,  "  to 
tell  yoo  the  truth.  Colonel  Nicholls  is,  I  believe, 


a  man  of  activity  and  spirit,  bat  a  very  wild  fel- 
low."  He  sent  him  word  that  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  make  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive 
with  these  Indians,  and  that  the  Government 
would  not  make  any  such  treaty.  He  declined 
seeing  him  on  that  project,  but  expressed  his  in- 
tention of  having  an  interview  with  him  on  tha 
affairs  of  Florida,  generally.  This  guarded  course 
of  conduct,  combmed  with  subsequent  events,  go 
far  to  strengthen  the  belief  that  the  proceeding 
of  Nicholls  on  all  the  other  points  were  not  dis- 
approved, although  they  could  not  receive  the 
open  approbation  of  the  British  Cabinet.  That 
war  was  to  be  made  on  the  United  States  by  the 
Indians  in  Florida,  and  their  white  and  black  al- 
lies, is  a  fact  established  by  such  a  crowd  of  tes- 
timony, that  it  would  be  difficult  to  select  that 
which  would  be  deemed  most  conclusive  and 
satisfactory.  I  will  select  only  one  deposition, 
which  is  so  well  supported,  and  affords  such  pr^ 
cise  information,  that  I  beg  leave  to  read  it  to  tha 
Committee. 

'<  Thedepoiiiiim  of  Samue!  JtrvaU. 

**  Samuel  Jenrais  being  duly  sworn,  states,  that  he 
has  been  a  sergeant  of  marines  in  the  British  service 
for  thirteen  vean  past ;  that,  about  a  month  ago,  he 
left  Appalai»icola»  where  he  had  been  stationed  lor 
several  months  t  Uiat  the  English  Golonei,  NichoUs, 
had  promised  the  hostile  Indians  at  that  place  a  snppljr 
of  arms  and  ammunitiony  a  large  qnanttty  of  wnidi 
had  been  delivered  to  them  a  fsw  days  before  his  de- 
partnre»  and  after  the  news  of  a  paaee  b^weea  Eng* 
land  and  the  United  States  beug  confirmed,  had 
reached  Appalachicola;  that,  among  the  articles  de* 
livered,  were^  of  cannon  four  IS-pounders,  one  howtl- 
xer,  and  two  oohorns,  about  three  thousand  stand  of 
small  arms,  and  near  three  thousand  barrels  of  powdee 
and  ball ;  that  the  British  left  with  the  Indians  be* 
tween  three  and  four  hundred  negroes,  taken  from  the 
United  States,  principally  from  Louuiana;  that  the 
arms  and  ammunition  were  for  the  use  of  the  Indians 
and  negroes,  for  the  purposes,  as  it  was  understood,  of 
war  with  the  United  States;  that  the  Indians  were 
sssured  by  the  British  eommsnder  that,  according  to 
the  Treaty  of  Ohent,  all  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Creeks 
in  treaty  with  General  Jackson  were  to  be  restored ; 
otherwise  the  Indians  must  fight  for  those  lands,  and 
that  the  British  would  in  a  short  time  assist  them. 


«BAML.  H  JBRTAia 
maifc* 

^  Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  9th  May, 
181{(,  at  the  town  of  Mobile. 

«L.  JUDSON,/.P.* 

The  evidence  of  this  man  is  snbstaatiallT  sue* 
tained  by  Lieutenant  Loomis,  who  so  gallantly 
commanded  the  expedition  which  blew  up  the 
Negro  Fort,  and  with  it  all  the  miserable  muera« 
ants  who  had  sought  refuge  within  its  wails* 
Besides  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Loomis  to  Com* 
modore  Patterson,  I  am  authorized  by  a  naval  offi- 
cer of  high  respectability  to  state,  that,  at  the  time 
this  fort  was  destroyed,  there  were  in  it  eight 
hundred  barrels  of  powder ;  three  thousand  stand 
of  British  muskets,  packed  in  cases;  efoipments 
complete  for  five  hundred  dragoons ;  pistols^  eat- 
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kwei,  mtd  cttrbioet;  foor  tw0ii9*foiir  poaoden, 
tikca  from  the  Britisk  frigate  Cydnna,  with  tbe 
mme  of  that  ^ip  oa  tbcm  :  one  field  piece, 
mooated ;  and  two  fiTe*and-a*half  inch  brass  how- 
itsers.  Such  were  the  preparations  made  for  the 
war.  which  was  suspended  only  for  the  arrival 
of  the  red  chief  HiiUs  Hajo,  and  his  companion 
Colonel  NiehoUs.  The  destraction  c^this  '^strong 
hold,"  on  which  the  Indians  might  retire  in  case 
of  discomfiture,  and  of  the  arms  and  ammani- 
tion  which  bad  been  depcwtted  there,  induoed 
llseboUs  to  procrastinate  his  return  to  Florida, 
and  to  appoint  as  his  successor  in' the  good  work 
which  be  liad  begun  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  of 
the  idaod  of  New  ProTidence.  This  man  made 
his  appeamnce  in  Florida  in  tbe  character  of  an 
BngUsh  trader  in  the  year  1817,  aad  simcduae- 
ousiy  the  warwhoop  resounded  through  the  for- 
eats^  and  the  blood  of  our  citiaens  besan  to  flow 
OB  the  borders  of  Gtooraia  and  tbe  Alabama  ter- 
ritory. I  shall  presenuy  uke  a  closer  view  of 
the  means  resorted  to  by  this  infernal  missionary 
to  kindle  the  flame  of  war  and  vengeance  among 
the  deluded  Seminoles  and  Red  Sticks.  It  is 
enough  on  this  part  of  the  argument  to  show  that 
they  were  successful,  and  that  actual  Tloleoce 
was  committed  on  the  "good  and  peaceable  inhab- 
itanis  ef  the  frontier,"  in  conformity  with  the 
menace  of  bis  predeee88or»J4ioholUs  and  that  the 
Unitad  Stataa  wese  eompeUed  t4>  take  up  acme 
and  chastise  the  savages^  ta  their  own  defeaee, 
after  repeated  effbru  to  bring  them  to  a  seaaa  of 
jaatioe  aad  of  their  own  interests,  by  friendly 
talks  and  paeifie  remonstranoest 

Need  I  ransack  the  documenis  on  our  files  to 
eolleet  the  evidence  of  iht  murders  and  robberies 
which  preceded  the  determination  of  this  Gov- 
erpment  to  commence  offeDsive  operations  against 
the  Indians  in  Florida?  They  must  be  fresh  ia 
the  recollection  of  every  gentleman.  They  have 
been  so  oAen  repeated  by  my  honorable  friends, 
that  1  will  forbear  the  painful  task  of  recounting 
them.  The  cruel  massacre  of  aced  motikers  and 
helpless  infaacy  were  spread  along  the  whole 
line  of  our  Souihecn  frontier  in  that  qnafter* 
The  threatened  war  soon  ripened  into  full  mat** 
rity.  The  murdere  committed  oa  our  unoflbaid^ 
ing  citizens  were  openly  avowed,  and  justified 
undar  the  faoUow  and  unfounded  pretence  of 
retaliation  Cat  stmilsr  outrages  alleged  to  have 
been  practised  by  the  Georgians  on  their  pemide. 
As  early  as  the  5th  of  February,  1S17,  the  QoV* 
eraor  of  Georgia  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  tbe 
General  Government  for  the  protection  of  the 
exposed  settlements  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
over  which  he  presided.  He  details  circumstan- 
ces calculated  to  leave  no  doubt  of  tbe  hostile 
spirit  of  the  savages,  and  of  the  actire  prepara- 
tions which  were  making  bv  Woodbine  and  Nich- 
olls  to  carry  their  hellish  designs  into  execution. 
Scenes  of  crneltv,  at  the  recital  of  which  human- 
ity shudders,  followed  in  succession;  and  still 
the  Bzecutive  paused,  and  demanded  the  punish- 
ment only  of  the  ofieoders.  On  tbe  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1817,  fifteen  Indian  warriors  entered  the 
peacefbl  dwelling  of  the  unfortunate  Garret,  a 


citisen  of  Wanie  county,  in  Geoiiisi  Mai 
in  it  only  Mrs.  Garret  and  her  two  ififtm  ekUdn, 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  three  years  old,  tod  tie 
other  in  its  mother's  arms^  on  whom  she  had  ix- 
stowed  her  tender  smiles  and  careasei  for  tbe  ikm 
period  of  two  months.  The  belplw  eooditja 
of  this  family,  their  natural  protector  being  tbsest 
ianocent  and  unoffending,  alike  iDetptUe  of  la- 
fiicting  or  repelling  injury  aad  insolt,  samrandd 
by  a  band  of  armM  ruffians,  exhibited  t  picUR 
of  human  misery  and  heart-readiof^  Mm, 
which  might  well  have  tamed  thefefoeftfoftk 
most  blood V  monster  who  ever  trod  (&e  /ice  ^f 
the  habitable  globe.  But  their  criet  tsd  eatra- 
ties  were  unavailing:  the  unhappy bq(I«  vis 
twice  shot  through  the  body,  subbed. aad mlDed; 
her  two  babes  murdered ;  her  home  robbei  o[ 
all  the  valuables  which  it  eoautifled;  nd,  to 
complete  the  melancholy  catastrophe,  the  ligbied 
torch  was  applied  to  the  building,  where  one 
they  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  domestic  coiBl«t5, 
and  where  now  their  mangled  and  Ufelesfras 
lay  prostmte,  covered  with  the  warm  blocd  yet 
streaming  from  their  hearts ;  sod  the  fltao 
which  ascended  to  heaven  wafted  their  spiiia 
into  the  presence  of  a  just  God,  while,  imidsitte 
devouring  element,  their  ashes  mingled  in  oie 
common  gnrvel    The  mind  which  csd  eoateS' 

eate  with  calm  compbsure  deeds  of  erueltrtsd 
trbarity  like  these,  must  be  deslicote  of  iht 
refined  sensibility  which  ennoMes  tod  di|oa» 
our  nature  In  all  the  social  relations  of  life. 

This  act  alona  independent  of  the  bUekfet 
which  both  preceded  and  followed  it,  wasopn, 
unqualified  war  on  the  United  States,  aolessuc 
criminal  perpetrators  of  these  crimes,  whose  wx- 
mity  resembles  more  the  tales  of  fictioospd  ro- 
mance than  tbe  narrative  of  real  unsophistieitN 
truths,  should  receive  the  prompt  and  coMiga 
punishment  which  tbey  so  jastljr  merited.  Go* 
eral  Gaines,  in  obedience  to  instraetioos,  «- 
manded  the  murderers,  and  admooisbed  tbeebieB 
and  warriors  of  the  consequences  which  wosw 
result  from  a  refusal  to  comply  with  hisdeioiBii 
It  was  not  only  refused,  but  fresh  outrages  ot  t 
similar  character  were  repeated,  until  theseiwre 
and  indiscriminate  massacre  of  a  boats  crew, 
under  tbe  command  of  Lieutenant  Scoti,  grv' 
end  to  all  hope  of  conciliation,  and  the  Skk- 
tary  of  War,  by  the  direction  of  the  Prefl^wj^ 
ordered  the  commanding  General  to  eross »" 
Florida  line,  and  terminate  spee^fTli 
**with  exemplary  punishment  fw  h«"]«l?  ,^, 
unprovoked/  The  honor  of  the  ^w^^?a 
required  that  every  drop  of  innocent  Wow7°; 
had  been  so  wantonly  shed  should  benshed^n 
by  the  most  ample  atonement,-  tnd,io«ft«^^ 
object,  General  Jackson  was  directed  toa»«»J 
the  immediate  command  of  the  forces  m 
quarter  of  the  Southern  division.  . .  ^^ 

I  trust,  sir,  I  have  said  enoogh  lo  satis^f J^ 
Committee  that,  on  our  part,  the  war  was  suj^ 
defensive,  entered  into  reluctantly,  *^'®Lrtji 
reasonable  expedient  to  avert  it  had  been  resjn^ 
to  in  vain,  . ,  .  i-t,- 

As  to  the  propriety  of  a  formal  and  legja»» 
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declaration  of  war  against  an  Indian  tribe,  the 
idea  nerer  before  entered  the  imagination  of  any 
Toan  during  ail  the  contests  with  the  aborigines, 
through  which  we  have  waded.  Like  many  other 
subtleties  which  have  diversified  this  discussion,  it 
is  of  modern  origin,  and  may  be  classed  among 
the  numerous  discoveries  of  the  present  day, 
which  are  not  exclusively  confined  to  mechan- 
ism, but  frequently  enlarge  the  scope,  and  en- 
lighten the  path  of  political  science.  The  answer 
to  this  objection,  if,  indeed,  it  deserved  one,  has 
been  given  by  several  honorable  gentlemen ^and 
particularly  bv  my  honorable  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Johnson.)  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
enforce  the  argument  on  a  point  so  little  entitled 
to  serious  consideration,  and  more  especially  in 
this  case,  where  several  acts  of  legislation  have 
recognised  the  existence  of  the  war,  made  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  orders  which  had  been 

?[iven  by  the  President  for  its  prosecution  in  a 
oreign  territory.  At  the  last  session,  no  excep- 
tions were  taken  to  these  orders,  but  every  man 
approved  them,  as  properly  adapted  to  the  exi- 
gency bv  which  they  were  dictated. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  consider  the  questions  con- 
nected with  the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  its  final 
conciasion ;  and  the  occupation  of  St.  Marks  and 
Pensacola,  and  of  the  fortress  of  the  Barancas, 
by  the  American  army.    If  I  am  asked  why 
General  Jackson  entered  the  territorv  of  Florida  ? 
I  answer,  he  was  ordered  to  do  so  oy  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.    And,  with  respect  to 
aU  the  aubsequent  proceedings,  it  is  sufficient  for 
hie  vindication,  that  they  met  the  approbation  of 
the  same  Chief  Magistrate,  who  thereby  incurred 
the  responsibility  which  otherwise  would  have 
rested  oo  the  General  alone.    The  President,  in 
his  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session 
of  CoDffress,  justifies  the  occupation  of  the  posts 
of  St.  marks  and  Pensacola,  and  explains  the 
grounds  on  which  they  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  possession  of  Spain.    He  states, 
^'that  the  commanding  General  was  convinced 
*  that  he  should  fail  in  his  object,  that  he  should 
^  in  effeet  accomplish  nothing,  if  he  did  not  de- 
'  prive  those  savages  of  the  resource  on  which 
'  they  had  calculated,  and  of  the  protection  on 
'  which  they  had  relied,  in  making  the  war." 
And  farther,  he  adds  that  "in  entering  Florida, 
'  to  suppress  this  combination,  no  idea  was  enter- 
'  tained  of  hostility  to  Spain,  and,  however  justifi- 
able the  commanding  General  was,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  misconduct  of  the  Spanish  officers, 
ia  entering  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  to  termi- 
nate it,  by  proving  to  the  savages  and  their  asso- 
ciates that  they  should  not  be  protected  even 
there;  vet  the  amicable  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  could  not  be 
altered  by  that  act  alone."    In  addition  to  these 
lews  of  the  Executive,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
n  his  able  letter  to  Mr.  Erving,  our  Minister  at 
if  ad  rid,  instructed  him  to  acquaint  the  Spanish 
Soverninent  that  the  "President  will  neither  in- 
flict punishment  nor  pass  a  censure  upon  General 
Jackson  for  that  conduct,  the  motives  for  which 
were  founded  in  the  purest  patriotism:  of  the 
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*  necessity  for  which  he  had  the  most  immediate 

*  and  efifectual  means  of  forming  a  judgment,  and 


these  papers,  coming  from  the  Commander-in- 
chief  of  our  army,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and,  through  the  accredited 
Minister  at  Madrid,  to  the  Spanish  Gk>vernment, 
to  counteract  the  impressions  attempted  to  be 
made  by  an  unfounded  discrimination  between 
the  President  and  General  Jackson,  in  relation  to 
the  military  operations  of  the  late  Seminole 
war. 

I  am  very  sure  the  President  would  disdain  to 
shelter  himself  from  the  impending  storm  bv 
seekinff  refuge  under  the  masxed  battery  which 
honorable  gentlemen  have,  with  so  much  inge- 
nuity, erected  for  his  safety  and  defence.  The 
most  scrupulous  sense  of  military  honor  could 
not  desire  a  more  unequivocal  approbation  than 
is  given  by  the  President,  of  the  conduct  of  Qen- 
eral  Jackson  in  Florida;  they  miist  stand  or  fall 
together;  and  I  consider  the  feigned  effort  to 
separate  them  deceptive  and  illusory.  If  censure 
falls  on  the  head  of  one,  it  lights  with  equal  vio- 
lence upon  that  of  the  other. 

The  act  of  crossing  the  Florida  line,  to  subdue 
the  hostile  Indians  in  that  province,  appertaining 
to  the  dominions  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  was 
a  measure,  in  the  execution  of  which  the  com- 
manding General  did  no  more  than  obey  the  call 
of  his  country,  and  the  imperious  obligations  of 
duty.  If  this  step  was  justifiable  on  principles  of 
public  law  and  the  usages  of  war,  the  same  jus- 
tification runs  through  all  the  operations  of  the 
armv  under  the  command  of  General  Jackson. 
Self-defence,  that  primary  law  of  nature,  either 
covers  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  or  it  does 
not  afford  a  vindication  of  the  Executive,  in  or- 
dering the  troops  to  march  into  Florida  and  put 
a  speedy  termination  to  the  war.  The  entrjr  of 
a  belligerent  army  into  a  neutral  territory,  with* 
out  the  consent  of  the  Sovereign,  is  prima  facie 
a  violation  of  his  perfect  rights,  and  amounts  to 
the  definition  of  war  de  facto.  Such  an  entry, 
even  asainst  the  will  of  the  neutral  Power^  may, 
nevertheless,  be  made  under  particular  circum- 
stances, and  furnish  no  ground  uf  offence,  or  cause 
of  war,  to  the  neutral  Sovereign  ;  and  precisely 
the  same  circumstances  will  justify  the  temporary 
seizure  of  a  neutral  town  or  military  post.  The 
conduct  of  the  neutral  towards  the  two  bellige- 
rents must  be  impartial;  no  privilege  can  be 
granted  to  the  one,  which  may  not  be  taken  bv 
the  other,  in  the  same  extent ;  and,  if  refused, 
force  may  be  resorted  to,  without  affording  any 
just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  neutral  who  is 
guilty  of  such  a  departure  from  the  rules  pre- 
scribed to  her  by  the  settled  law  of  nations,  which 
require  her  to  give  no  assistance  to  either  partv, 
where  there  is  no  obligation  to  give  it,  nor  vol- 
untarily to  furnish  troops,  arms,  ammunition, 
or  anything  of  direct  use  in  war.    **  For,  shool(d 

*  she  favor  one  of.  the  parties  to  the  prejudice  of 

*  the  other,  she  cannot  complain  of  being  treated 


MS 


HIST0B7  OF  G0K9IWB& 


H.OPR. 


Semimle  W^tr. 


<  by  him  as  an  adheresc  and  confederate  of  bis 
*  enemy."—  Vaitd^  332. 

The  obligations  incarred  by  treaty  constitute 
Ibe  ooly  restriction  upon  the  operation  of  these 
rules;  and  I  shall  presently  show,  that,  in  the 
late  war  with  the  Indians  in  Florida,  Spain  was 
bound  in  a  defensive  aliianee,9iio  ad  hfKy  with 
the  United  States,  and  that,  she  oot  only  Tiolated 
her  neutral  duties,  but  the  most  solemn  stipula- 
tion, by  which  she  was  bound  to  become  a  party 
to  the  war  as  an  ally  of  the  United  Slates.  But, 
let  it  be  admitted,  that  the  colony  of  Spain  on 
our  Southern  border  was  in  all  respecu  entitled 
to  the  immunities  of  an  independent  neutral 
State,  and  bound  only  to  obserre  that  impartiality 
which  was  essential  to  preserve  her  pacific  rela- 
tions with  this  country  ;  and  I  contend,  that  she 
was  guilty  of  such  gross  partiality,  in  sonplyiog 
the  enemy  with  the  means  of  prosecuting  the  war, 
with  the  privilege  of  sheltering  themselves  within 
her  fortified  places,  and  with  a  ready  market 
for  all  the  property  which  they  robbed  and  plun- 
dered from  our  citizens,  as  to  have  forfeited  all 
claim  to  the  respect  due  to  fair  and  honorable 
neutrality,  and  to  have  become  identified  with  the 
enemy,  so  far  as  she  could,  with  safety  to  herself 
and  utility  to  them,  extend. her  aid  ana  assistance 
in  promoting  their  hostile  operatioos  against  the 
United  States.  I  have  already  shown,  from  evi- 
dence which  cannot  be  controverted,  that  this 
war  was,  on  our  nact^  purely  defensive,  and  con- 
sequently just;  that  It  was  instigated  by  British* 
emisaaries,  with  the  assent  and  connivance  of  the 
local  authorities  of  Spain.  Florida  was  the  the- 
atre of  the  war ;  there  the  enemy  concentrated 
all  his  forces,  and  sought  the  most  favorable  op- 
ftortuoities  of  making  incursions  Into  our  ter- 
ritory ;  and,  after  striking  an  unexpected  blow, 
again  they  retired  into  this  asylum,  where  they 
were  promised  security  and  protection.  From 
one  thousand  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  men, 
gnder  the  command  of  HlUis  Hajo,  or  the  Prophet 
Francis,  were  collected  and  stationed  at  Spanish 
Bluff,  the  former  residence  of  Doyle  and  Hambly  \ 
these  men,  we  are  told  by  Arbuthnot,  were  prin- 
cu)ally  Red  Sticks,  who  had  fled  from  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  identified  themselves  in 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles;  other  bodies  of 
men  were  scattered  over  the  nation,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  more  than  two  thousand  warriors. 
Spain  was  a  {Mssive  spectator  of  the  scene,  and 
quietly  permitted  these  fugitives  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  our  army,  by  remaining  within  her 
neutral  territory.  The  safety  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  required,  that,  in  our  own  de- 
fence, we  should  carry  our  arms  into  the  counuy 
which  was  thrown  open  to  our  enemy,  and  from 
which  predatory  parlies  issued  to  rob  and  murder 
pur  defenceless  citizens.  In  doing  so,  we  were 
justified  by  a  proper  regard  for  our  own  interests, 
•nd  by  every  principle  of  public  law.—  VaiUL 
345,8a;^s:  ^ 

<*  It  IS  certain,  that  if  my  neighbor  afibrds  a  retreat 
to  my  enemies  when  defeated  and  too  much  weakened 
to  escape  me,  and  allows  them  time  to  recoTsr  and 
watch  a  favorable  opportunity  of  making  a  second  at- 


taAonmy  tenitories;  tbia  candnc^  m  pojaMto 
my  safety  and  interest,  wonld  be  iaanpilSiltii^ 
neatraU^.  I(  therefore,  my  eacni7,M  nSrnfi|i 
difoomfitaie,  retreat  into  his  ooontryydthoufhM 
will  not  silow  him  to  refuse  them  penunoe  to  pa 
in  secuiitj,  he  b  bound  to  make  tam  eoatiBBt  ife 
mareh  beyond  his  fionticTs  as  sooa  m  pBiiiMe,H 
not  sofier  lliem  to  Eemain  in  his  lenitorM,  o&  tb 
watch  lor  a  eonvenienf  opportanily  to  ittMlBt  wr; 
otherwise,  be  gives  me  a  ligbl  to  mIw  Uieoiiiiyji 
pvnaitof  them.  Sack  tieatBientiioft«apaMek 
by  nalma  that  aia  nnaUe  to  rnsmnBdiipff  Aa 

become  the  theatis  rf 


to  aU — '' 


Tea,  sir,  the  territory  of  Florida  iicn|kuciUy 
a  country  "open  to  all  comers.''  TlieBnuik 
found  a  hearty  welcome  there  duriog  the  lite  w. 
The  outlawed  Creeks  received  the  right  ktodof 
fellowship  from  Governor  Blasot,  tod  bureiuoe 
of  oQcial  dignitaries  ;  fugitive  ncigroeau^  ha* 
ditti  are  welcome  guests,  when  isneiited  u 
arms  against  the  United  Slates;  tod  I  tap 
suaded  the  devil  himself  would  bare  nceini 
hxAy  ordtrt^  had  he  naade  his  appetitDceatPe- 
sacola  in  the  character  of  a  ifnt  to  this  craiin- 
We  atone  were  excluded  from  the  high  pmutgt 
of  meetinff  our  enemies  on  that  soil  which  is 
prostituted  to  every  purpose  which  coaUuui 
manner  subserve  their  views,  and  coauihiit  te 
our  annoyance.    The  fortress  of  Bartocis  vt> 

f«aceabhr  put  into  the  possession  of  a  Briiu^n^ 
ndian  force,  In  our  recent  conflict  with  Gni> 
Britain.  The  negro  fort  was  erected  oo  iheAf- 
palachicola,  with  the  avowed  ioteoiioD  of  n' 
with  the  United  States.  The  vilest  repiiiesii 
creation  were  collected  to  carry  the  oefariooi in- 
jects of  the  incendiary  Nichoils  into  exefot'ot 
and  not  a  murmur  was  heard,  either  from Pn^r^' 
or  Masot,  or  the  Governor  General  of  Hannt 
Bat  the  moment  we  send  a  force  to  soppreuiiet 
hostile  combinations,  Spanish  seosibiluj  hrew 
throngh  the  cloud  bv  which  it  had  beeneoDCw«^. 
Protests  and  manifestoes  proclaim  totbevof|<i 
the  wrongs  committed  by  this  Goreroatfit,  in 
the  violation  of  the  territorial  sorereigDipnhe 
adored  Ferdinand.  With  a  full  bowW^oi 
this  fraudulent  neutrality  on  the  \»xk^^^\ 
and  of  our  rights  as  a  nation,  to  the  ^^}^ 
self-preservation,  the  President  would  W^^ 
unmindful  of  the  high  trust  and  t^x^iif^}^' 
posed  in  him,  had  he  not  ordered  the  iropoto 
Florida,  to  terminate  the  war,  with  ""^PJiiJ 
punishment  for  hostilities  so  unproroke<!.  !>' 
occupation  of  the  posts  of  St.  Blarb&M  reoa* 
cola,  and  the  fortress  of  Barancas,  wist»^^ 
means  of  accomplishing  the  end  for  ^l>>^'*i||f'! 
eral  Jackson  entered  the  Spanish  territorf.  W 
rest  on  the  same  general  principles,  and,  ut^']; 
tinction  is  taken  which  would  justifjr  the  odcu^ 
condemn  the  other,  it  most  be  foaDdedpoi'j; 
versity  of  facts,  in  reference  to  the  fwilities*"* 
privileges  granted  by  the  authorities  of  SpiiJ' 
the  other  belligerent.  For  there  is  so  unirerw 
rule,  to  which  there  is  no  exception,  ihst  vm** 
ever  a  neutral  Power  grants  ot  nSosa  w  ^ 
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of  the  ptrlies  fit  war,  sh«  oiQtt  ia  like  naiMief 

?:raiu  or  reftise  (a  the  other ;  and,  if  she  departe 
rom  this  strict  ILae  of  iiapartialUy,  bf  feiorint 
either  ce  the  iojurjr  of  the  other^  the  iojured 
BatioQ  mtkj  do  heiself  justice,  and  take  ^forc$ 
what  is  UDjostlr  denied  to  her. 

Such  is  the  law  by  which  the  eoodact  of  nU 
civilized  nations  ia  reguUted  and  gorsrned.  It  re- 
mains only  for  me  to  glsDce  at  the  most  promiaenl 
points  io  the  ef  idenee  to  show  it*  appUeatioD, 
end  thereby  rescue  Qenerel  Jnckson  from  the 
imputatioo  of  hariqg  sastehed  from  Congress  the 
power  delegated  in  the. Constitution  to  '*  declare 
war,"    I M  thenj  sir,  did  the  GoTenkors  of  Bi. 
Marks  and  Pensacola  aliow  the  Indians  and  ne* 
groes  free  access  into  their  fortifications,  and 
snpp^  them  with  arms  aad  ammuaiUon  to  carry 
on  the  war  in  which  they  were  engaged  with  the 
United  Slates-    To  establish  these  facts,  with 
re^d  to  the  former,  I  am  perplexed  with  the 
difficulty  of  selecting  that  part  of  the  testimony 
which  might  be  deemed  leasteusceptihle  of  doubt 
or  equivocation.    The  whole  volume  is  fnll  of 
details  showing  the  abominable  dnplieiiy  and 
perfidy  of  the  treaeherona  Lueogo,    St.  Marks 
was  the  Gouncil-hottse  of  the  Indians,  in  which 
all  their  plans  of  operation  were  discussed,  ie 
concert  with  the  commandant  and  his  friend, 
Arbothnat,  between  whom  there  existed  the  most 
perfect  cordiality.    Su  Marks  was,  in  all  respects, 
wbwtiiuUd  for  tiue  negro  fort,  whinh  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  gnnboats  undei  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Loomis.    To  that  place  they  re* 
treated,  immediately  aHer  this  disaster  befell  liiem, 
and  ever  since  they  have  made  it  the  depot  of 
plnndered  property,  known  to  be  so  by  Luengo 
himself,  who  even  made  contracu  with  the  dep- 
redators for  the  beef,  cattle,  and  other  property 
which  they  might  capture  from  the  people  of 
Georgia.     Having  been    charged,  by   General 
Jackson,  with  qonduct  so  contrary  to  the  pacific 
relations  existinj(  between  Spain  and  the  (Jnited 
States,  Luengo,  in  his  defence,  written  at  Pen* 
sacola,  on  the  18th  of  Maj,  1818|  more  than  one 
month  after  the  occupation  of  the  post  by  the 
Ameiiean  troops,  when  all  his  powers  of  preva? 
riettion  were  taxed  to  exculpate  himself  from 
these  chiarges,  in  reply  to  the  information  which 
had  been  communicated  to  the  oommancliog  Gen* 
eral,  that  he  had  supplied  the  Indians  and  negroes 
witn  munitions  of  war,  states :  **  I  thought  that  I 
'  bad  convinced  him  of  the  contrary  in  my  answer. 

*  in  whieh  I  represented  to  him,  that  no  one  could 
^  better  remove  from  his  mind  any  unfavorable 

*  impression  on  this  point  than  Mr*  William 
'  Hambly,  who,  during  his  stay  heie.  repeatedly 

<  interpreted  to  me  tlM  anxiety  of  tne  chieft  to 
'  obtain  such  supplies,  and  that  be  could  also  in- 
'  form  him  that  I  noiiormiy  eoonselled  them  to 
'  avoid  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  them, 

<  and  which  I  foresaw  from  the  first."  Now,  sir, 
what  is  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hambly,  whose  cred* 
ibility  is  admitted  by  the  Soanish  commandant, 
and  whose  situation  enabled  him  to  give  a  full 
and  precise  statement  of  facts  ?  The  letter  ad- 
dressed by  him,  together  witii  Edward  Doyle,  to 


General  Jackson,  exposes  the  trnnsactioDs  of  St. 
Mirks  in  so  clear  alight,  that  I  beg  leave  to  read 
it  to  the  Committee. 

«FonT  GABsnax,  Moff  %,  1819; 

<«aui3  WebegteavetosnhinitteyentheMlevfiag 
|^els«    On  the  laih  DecaiBber,  1817,  we  mn  w* 
Icsitly  torn  IvfNii  our  setOsmen^  en  llw  ^Malachleela 
liveiv  b«  a  navbev  of  Indiana*  headed  bx  Cd^ennbby^a 
pblef  oC  the  Fowl^TewA  tribe,  eanried  to  Miokasaks^ 
and  d^fesadtP  Jisaagee,  King  of  the  Miskasnkidib 
ICeascaeosrned  ae«9  U«e  XCegre  Towns  on  tlM#i^ 
wsaeei  and  thence  to  the  Spanish  fi^  St.  Heshdr  Is 
tbei  cowmsndawt  of  which  ha  dsUeamd  naaa  priaww 
of  wai^  captmsid  under  theordeiaeif  a  Mr^  ArhntfMiai 
Tsyoelad  la  ni  as  a  Brili^  sgeotk^    M  9iu  Maifci  we 
were  tieated  as  piwpn#ii«and  net  penaiited  te  wsnr 
dsi  bearond  the  walla  of  the  gasrieen.    White  at  that 
post,  the  ingress  and  egsess  of  Indians  hostile  to  the 
Uttitad  Stales  was  nussstratned ;  sod  several  councils 
were  held;  at  one  of  which  Kensgee,  king  of  the 
Mtekan^kians;  Prands,  or  Hillis  Hajo;  Hemathlem- 
ioo,  the  eluef  of  the  Autosses;  and  Uie  chief  ef  Kel* 
amies,  all  of  the  old  Red  StidL  psr^ ;  and  Jabk  BCealyy 
chief  of  the  Ochewas,  were  present.    When  it  was 
foparted  that  these  ehiefc,  end  their  warriois,  were  en^ 
tving  Fort  St.  Bforks  for  the  pnrpoee  of  holding  a 
council,  Hamb^  sspresented  to  the  commandant  im 
impropriety  of  permitting  such  proceedings  within 
the  wsUs  of  a  Spanidi  fortress,  the  officer  of  which 
was  bonnd  to  preserve  and  enfaroe  the  treaties  ex- 
isting between  the  King  of  fi^ain  and  the  United 
States;    be  replied  to  Hambly  with  some   degme 
of  wsrmtbb  ohsenring  that  it  wss  not  in  his  power  to 
proTODt  it.    On  the  Indisni  coming  inta  the  ibrt,  at 
their  request  we  were  confined.    The  ooandl  was 
held  in  the  commandant's  quarteis.    He,  the  com- 
mandant, was  present,  bat  strictly  forbsde  the  intrusion 
of  snv  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison.    The  Indiana 
were  m  the  habit  of  driving  to  Fort  St.  Marks,  and 
dispceing  of,  cattle  to  the  commandant  and  other  Span^ 
ish  offiews.     While  at  that  post»  three  or  lour  droves 
wera  bionght  in,  acknowledged  by  the  Indians  to  haffo 
been  stolen  from  the  dttsens  of  the  United  States,  and 
pnrohasad  bj  the  Spanish  offieeis«    We  were  present 
at  most  of  theea  cantracis,  and  Hambly  often  rafiarrsd 
to  as  an  intemeter  between  the  purchaser  and  eeller* 
Chennbby,  a  rowl-Town  Indian,  once  applied  to  Ham* 
bly  to  mention  to  the  commandant  that  ne  wss  about 
vwiting  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  on  a  plundering  ex- 
pedition, and  wished  to  know  whether  be  would  puf- 
chsse  the  cattle  brought  in.    A  contract  wss  entered 
into,  and  Chenubbj,  some  time  after,  brought  in,  and 
dispoMd  of,  eleven  head  of  cattle  to  the  Spanuh  com* 
mandant  of  Fort  St.  Marks.    Theee  ssme  cattle  wera 
tfaoee  purdiased  bj  you,  from  the  commsndant,  as  his 
private  propeity. 

*'  WILLIAM  HAMBLT. 

<«  EDWARD  DO YL£L'' 

In  support  of  the  statement  made  by  these  men, 
I  might  refer  to  many  others  in  the  volume  of 
documents,  which  have  been  printed^on  ihia  sub- 
ject. I  will,  however,  dispense  with  a  detailed 
view  of  them,  and  barely  add  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  whose  reputation 
as  a  soldier  gnd  man  of  honor  and  veracity,  places 
him  above  the  reach  of  suspicion. 
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**J.  Oadtden  to  Oenerai  Jaduon. 

«PomT  Gabiobv,  May  3, 1818. 

«8ni:  In  eonTortation  with  the  eommandaiit  of 
Foit  Bt  MtfkiyOii  the  «ibj«ct  of  having  thai  woik  oo» 
cnpiad  by  an  American  garriaon,  I  had  oocaaion  to 
BOtioa  the  aid  and  comfort  that  the  hoatile  party  of 
Indiana  had  reeeiTod,  aa  reported,  from  him ;  that  thi^ 
had  free  aoceei  within  the  walla  of  hia  fint,  and  that  it 
waa  well  known  no  email  anppliee  of  ammnnition  had 
been  receiTod  from  that  qnarter.  In  reply,  he  stated 
tfiat  hk  conduct  had  been  goreraed  by  policy ;  the 
defaneeleai  state  of  hia  work,  and  the  weaknesi  of  hia 
garriaon,  compelled  him  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of 
the  Kidianf,  to  supply  their  wanii,  and  to  grant  what 
he  had  not  the  power  to  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  with 
apparent  willingneos,  the  gates  of  his  fortress,  lest  tiiey 
ahonld  be  forced  by  Tiolence ;  that  he  had  been  repeat* 
•dly  threatened  hj  Indians  and  negroes,  and  that  hia 
•ecnrity  depended  upon  exhibiting  an  eztamal  fliend- 
ahip.    Respectftdly,  yours,  dec. 

«<  JAMES  OAD8DEN,  Aidde-Camp:' 

From  the  testimony  of  these  respectable  wit- 
netsesi  and  many  others  to  whom  I  think  it  un- 
Beeemry  to  refer,  it  is  erident  that  the  enemy 
had  the  uDlimitea  use  of  this  fort  for  all  the  par* 
poses  of  war}  that  their  stolen  property  wta  re- 
eeired,  and  cootracted  for  by  the  commandant, 
kfiowittji^  it  to  be  such ;  and  that  they  were  sap- 
plied  with  arms  and  ammanition,andeTery  other 
material,  to  enable  them  to  continue  their  aggres- 
aions  on  the  unprotected  inhabitants  of  Georgia 
and  the  Alabama  Territory.  The  only  afioloffy 
offered  by  the  commandant  for  his  unfriendly 
and  unwarrantable  conduct  was,  that  he  had 
been  repeftiedly  threatened  by  the  Indians  and 
negroes,  and  that  his  8eeurit]r  depended  upon  ex- 
hibiting an  external  friendship.  It  is  immaterial 
whether  we  take  the  facts  or  the  excuse,  for  either, 
unconnected  with  the  other,  will  amount  to  a 
justification  of  General  Jackson  in  taking  forcible 


'  country,  and  whoeTer  would  permit  them  would 

*  depart  from  the  line  of  neutrality  by  fa?oring 

*  one  of  the  parties."  Again,  **  necessity  may 
'  OTen  authorize  the  temporary  seizure  of  a  neu- 
'  tral  town,  and  potting  a  ffarrison  therein  with  a 
^  Tiew  to  cover  ourselves  from  the  enemy,  or  to 
'  prevent  the  execution  of  his  designs  against  that 
<  town."— Kortcf,  342-4.  The  truth  is,  that  our 
enemy  was  denied  nothing  which  he  asked,  and 
we  were  refused  the  humble  privilege  of  putting 
the  place  in  a  state  of  defence  against  an  enemy 
who  ought  to  have  been  considered  common  to 
Spaio  and  the  United  States.  In  such  a  case,  to 
have  hesitated  would  have  been  pusillanimous 
and  disgraceful  in  the  commanding  General. 
Passing  from  St.  Marks  to  Pensacola,  there  is  no 
subetantial  change  either  of  principle  or  fact. 
General  Jackson,  it  is  true,  at  the  date  of  his 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  St.  Marks, 
thought  the  war  at  an  end.  His  health  having 
been  much  impaired  by  the  hardships  and  fatigues 
of  the  service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  had 
determined  to  retom  to  Nashville;  bat  subee- 


qaenc  information,  of  wfaieh  we  have  the 
aathentie  proof,  satisfied  him  that  he  had  aoty« 
effected  the  object  of  the  campaign.  The  Indiasi, 
deprived  of  their  accostomed  resort  at  Sl  Maib, 
flew  to  Pensacola,  where  they  had  always  beo 
received  with  open  arms  by  the  GoTcnor.  Sxp^ 
ditions  were  fitted  out,  and  maaiaeres  committed 
by  parties  of  hostile  Indians,  goine  directly  firoai 
that  place  to  the  Escambia  and  Alahama. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  a  refcteaea 
lo  the  correspondence  and  depositioaa  at  iatge. 
furnishing,  aa  thef  do,  iadabitable  evidence  of 
the  hostile  diepoaitioa  of  the  Govefaor  of  Pensa- 
cola, and  of  the  aid  given  by  him  to  the  avages^ 
for  the  express  pnrpose  of  eommttthiginuTders 
on  the  people  or  the  United  States.  Thiity  or 
forty  witnesses,  many  of  them  anbjeets  oC  EEts 
Catholic  Majesty  in  Florida,  and  long  resident 
there,  testify  to  these  facts.  ProTisJoaa,  amis, 
and  munitions  of  war,  were  regolarlj'  issoed  to 
the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  from  tlie  King's  store- 
house, during  both  wars  in  which  we  have  been 
engaged  with  these  tri bes  of  Indiana.  Ntunetoas 
bodies,  of  from  two  to  five  hondred  Indians, 
driven  from  other  parts  of  Florida,  were  aeea  is 
and  near  to  Pensacola,  but  a  few  days  alter  tk 
approach  of  our  army;  they  were  armed  aad 
equipped  for  war  by  Governor  Bfaaoc  The 
leaden  aprons  were  taken  from  the  ordnance  at 
the  Barancas,  and  run  into  bullets,  to  obtaia  the 
necessary  supply  of  that  article.  The  massacre 
of  Stokes's  family,  of  travellers  from  G^rgia  ts 
the  Alabama,  and  of  our  frontier  settlers  ia  t^t 
quarter,  may  all  be  attributed  to  the  free  adatis- 
sion  of  the  hostile  Indiana  into  Pensacola,  and 
the  assistance  afforded  them  by  the  Spanish  Gov* 
ernor.  Gkneral  Jackson  was  wcdl  informed  of 
these  circumstances,  and  saw  in  them  certain 
indications  that  all  his  previous  operatioas  were 
worse  than  useless,  if  he  returned  withoat  leav- 
ing an  American  garrison  at  Pensaeola.  He 
accordingly  moved  towards  that  town,  after 
having  discharged  the  Georgia  militia,  whose 
services  were  no  longer  necessary.  He  made 
Governor  Masot  distinctly  acquainted  with  hii 
views,  and  the  basis  on  which  his  conduct  was 
founded ;  that  he  entered  the  territory  of  His  Oh 
tholie  Majesty,  not  as  the  enemy  bat  as  the  friend 
of  Spain,  to  inflict  merited  punishment  on  the 
common  disturber  of  the  peace  of  both  coaatriea  ; 
that  he  meant  nothing  more  than  to  place  an 
American  force  in  Pensacola  and  the  &rancas, 
which  should  be  sufficient  to  guaranty  the  ae* 
curity  of  the  United  States  from  a  protracted 
savage  war.  He  never  intimated  an  inieniion  of 
disturbing  either  the  civil  or  military  anthorities 
of  Spain.  In  return.  Governor  Maaot  protttted 
against  the  entrance  of  the  American  commander 
into  his  territory,  for  any  purpose ;  ordered  hiio, 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  to  depart  forthwith,  and 
threatened  to  repel  force  by  force,  if  he  persisted 
in  his  intentions.  The  well  known  Tslor  and 
intrepidity  of  General  Jackson  took  fire  at  kts 
insulting  menace;  be  would  have  preferred  an 
honorable  grave,  under  the  walla  of  the  Spanish 
fort,  to  a  cowardly,  disgraceful  retrograde^  luder 
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the  gaseooadiiig  threat  of  this  impotent  instra* 
ment  of  a  mooarcb,  whose  yery  aame  excites  the 
smile  of  eonlempt  throughout  tlie  eivilized  world. 
He  moTed  directly  to  the  town  of  Pensaeola,  and 
mark,  I  beseech  yon,  sir,  the  conduct  of  GoTernor 
Masot.    The  Indian  warriors  who  were  with 
him,  and  their  families,  were  shipped  in  public 
▼essela  across  the  bay  to  the  island  of  Santa  Ro- 
sa.   He  retired  before  the  American  army,  who 
really  intended  to  do  him  no  riolence,  into  the 
fortress  of  San  Carlos  de  Barancas,  where  he 
permitted  himself  to  tremble  and  equiTocate  for 
a  day  or  two.  and  then,  by  his  own  request,  the 
fort  was  deliTered  into  the  hands  of  General 
Jackson,  and  the  Spanish  troops,  with  this  mag- 
nanimous Gbrernor  at  their  nead,  were  trans- 
ported to  the  Island  of  Cuba.    We  are  told  by 
Aonorable  gentlemen  that  this  last  measure  gaTe 
to  the  transaction  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  war.    That  the  Spanish  troops  were  made 
prisoners  of  war,  and  forced  to  quit  the  country 
m  which  they  were  stationed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  their  sovereign.    There  would  indeed  be 
some  plausibility  in  the  conclusion,  if  the  premi- 
ses  assumed  were  not  destitute  of  foundation. 
Every  proposal  relating  to  the  surrender  of  the 
fort  came  from  Goremor  Masot ;  it  was  by  his 
own  desire  that  vessels  were  provided  for  the 
transportation  of  the  garrison,  and  the  officers 
attacned  to  the  civil  administration,  and  of  the 
Alabama  Chief  Hofmyhoal,  and  family,*  to  the 
Havana.     It  was  his   own  puerile  resistance 
which  gave  to  this  affair  the  aspect  of  it  capitu- 
lation.   General  Jackson  never  contemplated  an 
act  of  hostility  against  Spain ;  his  sole  object  was 
to  give  peace  and  security  to  his  own  country, 
and  to  guard  against  the  renewal  of  hostilities  by 
prohibiting  the  customary  supplies  which  the 
Beminoles  and  Red  SticKs  received  from  this 
faithless  unprincipled  Governor.  In  proof  of  this, 
I  refer  to  his  whole  correspondence,  and  the  gen- 
eral order  issued  after  the  surrender  of  the  Ba- 
raneas.    In  a  letter  dated  at  Pensaeola,  the  25th 
of  May,  1818,  Gkneral  Jackson  tells  Governor 
Masot,  ^*  if  the  force  which  vou  are  now  disposed 
mntonly  to  sacrifice  had  been  wielded  against 
the  Seminoles.  the  American  troops  had  never 
entered  Florioa."    And  the  following   extract 
from  his  general  order,  issued  on  the  occasion, 
fnlljr  explains  the  motive  by  which  he  was  gov- 
erned, and  excludes  the  supposition  that  he  in- 
tended to  commit  an  act  of  war  against  Spain : 

**  Kajor  General  Andrew  Jaekson  has  found  it  ne- 
to  take  possession  of  Pensaeola.    He  hss  not 


*  It  is  worthy  of  partieolar  notice,  that  this  Indian 
cliief  wss  one  of  the  principal  instigators  of  the  war, 
and  had  but  a  short  time  before  sent  out  a  party  of 
ootlawed  Creeks,  who  massacred  Stokes's  ftmilv,  and 
brought  in  the  bloody  clothes  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, wlttch  were  sold  pnbliely  in  the  streets  of  Pen- 
^sieola.  Why  is  Governor  Masot  so  much  interested 
fi»r  hie  safety,  as  to  make  it  one  of  the  specific  oondi- 
tioiie  on  which  he  would  sorrender  the  fort  1  And 
mMmo  to  bind  himself,  in  *<  the  nsme  of  his  Gorenmient, 
aba* the  said  ehiaf  shall  never letnm  to  theFloridasI" 


been  prompted  to  tfiis  measure  from  a  wish  to  extend 
the  territonal  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  from  any 
nnfriei^y  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  American  RepuC* 
lie  towaids  the  Spanish  Government.  The  Seminole 
Indians,  inhabiting  the  territories  of  Spain,  have,  fi>r 
more  than  two  yean  past,  Tinted  our  firontier  settla- 
ments  wiUi  all  the  horrors  of  savage  massacre ;  help- 
less women  have  been  butchered,  aad  the  cradle  stained 
with  the  Uood  of  innocence ;  these  atrocities,  it  wsa 
expected,  would  haviT  early  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Spanish  GoTomment,  and,  fidthfiil  to  existing  trea- 
ties, speedy  measures  adopted  for  their  suppression. 
That,  so  Ui  from  being  able  to  control,  the  Spanish 
authorities  were  often  compelled,  from  policy  or  ne- 
cessity, to  issue  munitions  of  war  to  diese  savagest 
thus  enabling,  if  not  exciting,  them,  to  raise  the  torn- 
ahawk  against  us. 

*<The  immutable  laws  of  self-defence,  therefore^ 
compelled  the  American  (Sovemment  to  take  posses* 
sioa  of  sud^  parts  of  the  Floridas,  in  which  the  Spaa* 
ish  authority  could  not  be  maintained.  Pensaeola  was 
found  in  that  situation*  and  will  be  held  until  Spain 
can  furnish  military  strength  sufilcient  to  enforce  ex- 
isting treaties.'* 

And  what,  sir,  was  the  existing  treaty  to  which 
the  Gkneral  alludes  ?  I  have  said  tbat  it  is  a 
treaty  of  defensive  alliance,  quo  ad  Indian  hoe- 
tilities,  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
The  5th  article  is  in  the  following  words : 

'*  The  two  high  contracting  parties  shall,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
among  the  several  Indian  nations  who  inhabit  the 
country  adjacent  to  the  lines  and  rivers  which,  by  the 
precedmg  articles,  form  the  boundaries  of  the  two  Flo- 
ridas. And,  the  bettisr  to  obtain  this  e£Eect,  both  par* 
ties  oblige  themselTes  expressly  to  restrain,  by  force, 
all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  nations  living 
within  their  boundary ;  so  that  Spain  will  not  snfler 
her  Indians  to  attack  the  dtisens  of  the  United  States* 
nor  the  Indians  inhsbiting  their  territory ;  nor  shsU 
the  United  States  permit  these  Isst  mentioned  Indisns 
to  commence  hostilities  against  the  subjects  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  or  his  Indians,  in  any  manner  what- 


ever 


»> 


VaU$l^  323,  thus  defines  a  defensive  alliance  : 
'^  Some  alliances  are  both  offensive  and  defen- 
<  sive;  and  there  seldom  is  an  offensive  allianee 

*  which  is  not  also  a  defensive  one.  But  it  is 
'  rery  usual  for  alliances  to  be  purely  defensive; 

*  and  these  are,  in  general,  the  most  natural  and 

*  lawful.  It  would  be  a  tedious,  and  even  useless 
^  task,  to  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  varieties  in- 
'  cident  to  such  alliances.  Some  are  made  with- 
'  out  restriction,  against  all  opponents;  in  others, 
'  certain  States  are  excepted ;  others,  again,  are 
'  formed  against  such  or  such  a  nation,  expressly 

*  mentioned  by  name."  Of  the  latter  class,  is  the 
alliance  entered  into  by  Spain  in  the  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  with  the 
United  States.  This  article  was  inserted  to  pre- 
.vent  the  recurrence  of  difficulties  which  bad 
arisen  between  the  two  Qovernments,  as  early  as 
the  year  1791,  respecting  the  Creek  tribe  of  In- 
dians. A  spirited  and  acrimonious  corrmond- 
ence  took  place,  at  that  period,  between  Gardo- 

aui,  the  Spanish  Minister,  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
Secretary  of  State.    Spain  alleged  that  it  waa 
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tiM  mtentioii  of  iMk  Oofetnnwtit  to  estermiott^ 
th»Oi«fek  iM^tk  «hI  to  Rfie  o«  tlieir  kft4»s 
■lid  lire  eliMfcA  tlie  lidktHities  of  eke  Iiifikis  to 
Sfttilift  add  Bfkiih  ftgtMTtftd  itiMente,  ovigi- 
Witliig  In  ttOttvM  vfttrjendfjr  to  t%e  f etee  .of  th» 
Vttited 'B«Hfct.  Tb«eonCreter8^wastiifthitiitfied 
nrfcii  increased  rideiite  utrtil  artitles  of  the  tttnity 
of  t799  wete  agreed  on,  in  trhieh  the  pkrtiet 
affree  to  toalee  a  eoibtnon  tame  in  tbe  siippres- 
w>t  tf  Indian  wars,  on  their  respecliTe  borders. 
Bat  it  it  said  tliat  this  does  not  fall  within  the 
definition  of  an  alliance^  becanse  the  duties  to  be 
performed  hj  each  nation  are  confined  to  their 
own  territorial  limits.    The  oase  now  under  «on- 
aiderataon  exposes  the  fallacjr  of  this  objection. 
The  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians  hare  made  all  un- 
provoked war  oft  the  Unitedl  Sfatea;  we,  in  enr 
own  defence,  under  thesaaetjoii  of  th«pifcblia  ktw 
of  nations,  eteler  tlie  territory  of  Florida,  to  pot  a 
apaedy  teroiinaiSon  to  this  war.    Bpain,  bf  tvesrtf 
atiputiMion,  is  ipaojaeld  bound  to  beceoie  #  par tf  { 
to  tke  war,  on  our  side  $  and  I  ask  if  t%e  armies 
of  both  Powers  would  not,  on  meeting,  regard 
eaeh  other  as  friends,  fighting  for  a  common  ob- 
ject, specified  in  the  existing  treats  between  the 
two  uoTemaients  1    They  covid  oe  considered 
in  no  other  lig^t  than  as  allied  forces,  against  a 
common  enemy,  rendered  so  by  the  solemn  en- 
gagement of  o^n  "expressly  to  restrain,  by 
lofoe,  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  na-* 
tkns  iiring  within  lier  boundary."    The  Ttola- 
lion  elf  Ms  treaty,  white  it  ffixesarn  indelible  stani 
00  tibe^patiilrii  nation,  does  not  abrogate  the  rifhti 
wbiofa  we  may  la wAiHy  claim  and  exercise  un^rtr 
If.    Aa^an  ally, w%  had  tfie  right,  wit%feat  giting 
dtfme  aC  tffibnOe  to  8pahi,  to  eater  her  territory 
la  ^Attit  ^f  tike  ienemy ;  to  daim  the  hospitality 
«f  tiKK  a«it!it>rTtfea  there;  to  occupy  the  strong 
posHiojis  which  might  bt  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  our  vrmY,  and  the  discomfiture  of  the  enefny ; 
and  to  clsHO  admission  into  her  fonificatioos« 
doing  no  injury  to  public  or  priTate  property. 
And  yet  all  these  privileges  were  freely  ffrantecf 
to  the  hostile  Indians,  and  steraly  demed  to  us, 
contrary  to  the  priaciples  of  fair  and  honest  neu- 
trality, and  in  direct  violation  of  the  obligations 
imposed  on  Spain,  by  virtue  of  her  treaty  with 
the  United  States.    ^  The  sovereign  w^  violates 
'  bis  engagensents  on  pretences  that  are  evidently 

*  frivolous,  or  who  does  not  even  think  it  worth 

<  his  while  to  allege  any  pretence  whatever  to 

*  give  a  colorable  gloss  to  his  conduct,  and  cast 

<  a  veil  over  his  want  of  faith— it  is  such  a  sov- 

*  ere%n  who  deserves  to  be  treated  as  an  enemy 

<  of  the  human  fte/*^VaUd^  290.  If  the  defi- 
nition be  not  literally  applicable  to  Spain  in  the 
condoot  of  her  oflicers  at  St.  Marks  and  Pensa- 
cola,  daring  the  late  Seminole  war,  I  confess  I 
do  not  understand  the  use  of  words,  or  the  mean- 
ing of  the  English  laoauage.  We  admit  the  ]^«a 
of  imbecility  in  its  fullest  extent ;  we  know  that 
this  province  has  been  almost  abandoned  by  the 
puent  conntry ;  but  that  will  not  excuse  the  aid 
and  comfort  bestowed  oa  oar  enemy }  nor  the 
order  to  General  Jackson  to  leave  the  territory ; 

the  threat  of  compulsion  in  case  of  his  rrfam 


to  obey  the  order  of  His  Oatholie  linjnatfHTi^ 
rcaeniative.    Sir,  every  gentletsnn  nanst  bs  sam- 
fied^  that  if,  instead  of  the  inhoapit^lc  trcaiaieai 
wbick  our  army  experienced,  nnd  tbe  asnpty  ae- 
nace  with  which  it  was  inaolteiY  die  band  sf 
friendship  had  been  held  out  to  nn,  nn4  a  oorU 
reoOfHion  given  to  our  tro^,  ao  long^  as  theyti- 
het«d  to  the  legitimate  object  for  wiiieh  thcym- 
terad  Florida,  aeltker  St.  Masks  aor  Penascela 
would  have  been  occupied  longer  tkan  tke  mast 
urgent  aeccasity  required.    The   imnor  of  the 
Spanish  monarch  mi^t  have  bean  preferred, 
and  the  ambority  of  fan  officera  haw  remained 
undisturbed.    "  To  refuse  an  ally  theaneceri  doe 
to  him,  wichont  having  any  jnac  cansa  to  allege 

*  for  suefa  refuaal,  is  doiag  him  nn  iirinry,  met  it 

*  is  a  violation  of  the  perfect  ri^ht  wnieh  ne  gav« 

*  him  bj  a  formal  engagemeas."  And  Anther: 
"  As  it  IS  an  obligation  natnraUy  incvmbeat  oa 

*  OS  to  repair  any  damage  cansed  by  our  finli, 

*  and  especitdly  by  our  injustice,  we  are  bond  to 

*  iademnify  an  ally  for  all  the  losaes  he  may 
'  have  sastmned  in  canseqnenee  of  o«r  man 
<refosal."^Fn<CeI,  387.  Whether  we  eonadcf 
the  question  as  resting  on  tht  greet  nnd  amivowl 
principles  which  regulate  beiligereiit  rights,  wai 
neutral  duties,  or  the  sacred  and  ioTiohihie  ohh- 
gations  of  treaties,  GfenerSl  Jacknoai  siands  oerv 
and  the  people  of  this  aation  will  nceord  is  lim 
their  hearty  thaaka  for  hn  maoiy  independeacc 
in  aseertiag  and  nmintaining  their  ligfaas. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  readily  concede  to  homr 
able  gentlemen,  that,  if  wm  waa  mode  tm  S^ta. 
either  by  the  orders  of  the  President,  or  bf  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  without  the  authwity  of  Ceogiesa 
it  aBonots  to  a  violation  of  theComnticntion,aad 
iha  most  severe  panishmeot,  and  n^t  iMere  eea- 
sure,  ought  to  await  the  gntity  hand  which  aims 
a  blow  at  the  tree  of  ia>erty,  on  the  soil  where 
alone  it  is  permitted  to  grow  mid  flourish.  Bat 
I  deny  that  an  act  of  war  either  has  heen,  or  wal 
designed  to  have  been,  committed  hy  General 
JackHM)  in  any  part  of  hb  proceedinga  m  Pieridla. 
By  war,  I  wish  to  ha  nnderaiood  to  mcaa  that 
state  of  thiags  which  pats  one  nntioai  in  eollisiion 
with  another }  which  arrays  the  people  of  one 
sovereignty  agaiast  the  people  of  another  sorer- 
eigaty ;  and  not  such  aou  as  may  or  maf  not 
eventuate  ia  a  ruptsire  betweeen  Powen  in  amity 
with  each  other.  The  mcupfamnsannat  he  reach  gd^ 
or  the  Cooatitational  power  of  Congrassfsdednre 
war  remains  iaviolatew  Suffer  nae  to  iilastiwte 
this  postoktam,  by  showing  its  naalagy  to  ano- 
ther mid  a  more  familiar  select.  Sappaae  n^iH 
suspending  the  habeaa  oorpui  is  proposed  in  tkia 
House,  at  a  time  of  profound  peace,  iMth  at  home 
and  abroad;  every  gentleman  will  admit  that  the 
passage  of  such  a  bill  would  violate  an  exprev 
provision  of  the  Consiitution.  I  ask,  if  it  thfroM 
pass  the  first  and  second  readings^  and  be  ordcsetf 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tima^  if;  on  the 
qaestion,  silail  the  bill  pass,  it  in  fojected-^ wheihsr 
any  of  the  inoipieot  proceedings  amoaated  to  a 
breach  of  the  Constttntion  ?  1  prOaaaae  it  will 
not  be  contended  timt  they  did*  The  violatioB 
of  the  iasemment  hegina  with  the  eparaiioaef 
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tile  measure  wfareh  it  prdhibits.  So  neither  is  an 
incipient  step  taken  by  a  subordinate  authority 
under  the  GoTernmenL  which  bears  the  sem- 
blanee  of  hostility  to  a  foreign  nation,  war,  until 
it  passes  the  ordeal  of  the  ultimate  power  of  boih 
countries,  and  is  deemed  by  them  not  suscepti- 
ble of  amicable  and  honorable  explanation  and 
amends.  Let  us  test  the  conduct  of  General 
Jackson  by  these  plain  and  simple  rules,  and  it 
will  be  fonnd  that  he  has  neither  violated  the 
Constitution  nor  compromitted  the  peace  of  the 
nation. 

I  hare  already  attempted  to  prove  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  conduct  of  Spain,  in  relation  to 
our  savage  enemy,  justified  the  entrance  of  our 
army  into  her  territory,  and  the  occupation  of 
the  posts  of  St.  Marks,  Pensaeola,  and  the  for- 
tress of  Barancas.  But  1  will  admit,  for  argu- 
ment sake,  that  these  latter  acts  were  not  strictly 
justifiable,  and  that  Spain  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  them;  aad  yet,  I  say,  they  did  not 
amount  to  the  definition  of  war,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  Gfeneral  Jackson  is  not  chargeable 
with  having  usurped  the  powers  of  Coosress. 
To  sustain  this  position.  1  rely  on  the  practice  of 
the  most  enlightened  European  Governments  in 
eases  similar  in  their  character;  and  on  the 
effect  of  these  measures — upon  the  subsisting  re- 
lations between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
The  European  precedents  to  which  Tshall  refer 
may  be  found  in  the  t^elebrated  letter  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  Mr.  Rose,  on  the  subject  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  American  frisate  Chesapeake  by  the 
British  ship  Leopard ;  1  beg  leave  to  read  them 
in  the  order  given  to  them  in  that  correspond- 
ence.^   In  these  instances  force  wai  resorted  to; 

'  *  III  the  year  lt04,  Bermndiani,  and  oilier  British 
aofejeelB,  who  had,  according  to  annnal  cnstom,  taken 
poMMarion  of  Turk's  Island  for  the  season  of  making 
•alt,  having  been  forcibly  removod,  with  their  vessek 
and  effects,  by  a  French  detachment  from  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo,  to  which  Tmk's  Island  was  al^ed 
to  be  an  appurtenance,  the  British  AmbasMidor  at 
Pane,  in  pnnnanoe  of  instractioo  firom  hs  Goveni- 
ment,  demanded,  as  a  satisfaction  for  the  violence 
eommitled,  that  the  proceedings  should  be  disavowed ; 
the  intention  of  acqoiring  Turk's  Uand  disclaimed ; 
orders  given  lor  the  immediate  abandonment  of  it  on 
tlie  part  of  the  French ;  everything  restored  to  the 
condition  in  which  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  aggres- 
sion ;  and  reparation  made  of  jthe  damages  which  anv 
British  subjects  should  be  found  to  have  sustained, 
aeeerding  to  an  estimation,  to  be  settled  between  the 
Ooveniers  of  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica.  A  compti- 
anoe  with  the  whole  of  £]8  demand  was  the  result. 

Again,  hi  the  year  1789,  certain  English  merchants, 
having  opened  a  trade  at  Nootka  Soundmen  the  North- 
west coast  of  America,  and  attempted  a  settlement  at 
tiiat  place,  the  Spaniards,  who  had  long  claimed  that 
part  of  the  world  as  their  exoiosive  property,  detached 
a  frigate  from  Mexico,  which  captured  the  two  Eng- 
lish vessels  engaged  in  the  trade,  and  broke  up  the 
settlement  on  the  coast.  The  Spanish  Government 
was  the  first  to  complain,  in  this  case,  of  the  intru- 
aione  committed  by  the  British  merchants.  The  Brit- 
ish Government,  however,  demanded  that  the  vessels 
taken  by  the  Spanish  frigate  should  be  restored,  and 


actual  violence  used,  blood  spilt,  vessels  captured, 
whole  settlements  broken  up  and  destroyed,  ana 

J  ret  the  proud  and  haughty  mooarchs  of  Eog- 
and,  France,  and,  I  ma^  add,  of  Spain,  at  that 
day,  did  not  consider  either  of  them  as  actual 
war,  but  occurrences  open  to  fair  and  candid  ex- 
planation and  honorable  amends ;  which,  being 
demanded,  resulted  in  the  preservation  of  peace 
between  the  parties  cooceroed. 


adequate  satislactbn  granted  previous  to  any  other 
discussion.  This  demand  prevailed ;  the  Spanuh  Gov- 
ernment agreeing  to  make  full  restoration  of  the  cap* 
tnred  vessels,  and  to  indemnify  the  parties  interested 
in  them  fbr  the  losses  sustained.  They  restored,  also, 
the  buildings  and  tracu  of  land,  of  which  the  British 
subjects  had  been  dispossessed.  The  Britkh,  how- 
ever, soon  gave  proof  of  the  little  valne  they  set  on 
the  posaesston,  by  a  volnntaiy  dereUetion,  nndee 
wluch  it  has  since  remained. 

The  case  which  will  be  noted  last,  though  of  a  data 
prior  to  the  case  of  Nootka  Sound,  is  that  of  Falk" 
land  Islands.  These  islands  lie  about  one  hnadxe4 
leagues  westward  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan.  The 
title  to  them  had  been  a  subjeet  of  controversy  smoag 
several  of  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe.  From 
the  position  of  the  islands,  and  several  other  circum- 
stances, the  pretensions  of  Spain  bore  an  advanta- 
geous comparison  with  those  of  her  competitors.  In 
the  year  1770,  the  British  took  possession  of  Pdtt 
Egmonl^  in  one  of  the  islands,  the  Spaniards  being  11 
the  time  in  possession  of  another  part,  and  protesting 
against  a  settlement  by  the  British.  The  protest 
being  without  effect,  ships  and  tit>ops  were  sent  fW>m 
Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  Governor  of  that  place,  whidk 
forcibly  dispossessed  and  drove  off  the  British  settlM. 
The  British  €k>vemment,  looking  entirely  to  the  dl»> 
possession  by  force,  demanded,  as  a  spodHc  eendithNa 
of  preserving  harmony  between  the  two  Gemrts,  net 
only  the  disavowal  of  the  Spanish  pioeeedings,  bat 
that  the  aflaui  of  that  settlement  should  be  immedi- 
ately restored  to  the  predee  stete  in  which  they  were 
previous  to*  the  act  of  dispossession.  The  Spanish 
Government  made  eome  difficulties — ^requiring  pae- 
ticularly  a  disavowal,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain^  of 
the  conduct  of  her  officer  at  ralkland  Islands,  which 
it  was  alleged  gave  occasion  to  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Spanuh  Governor,  and  proposing  an  adjustment  !^ 
mutual  stipulations,  in  the  ordinary  form. 

The  reply  was,  that  the  moderation  of  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty  having  limited  his  demand  to  the  smallest 
reparation  he  could  accept  fbr  the  injury  done,  noth- 
ing was  left  for  discnssion  but  tiie  mode  of  carrying 
the  disavowal  and  restitution  into  execntion-— repara- 
tion losing  its  Talue  if  it  be  conditional,  and  to  ba 
obtained  ht  any  sti^ niation  whatever  from  the  party 
injured.  The  Spanish  Govemmeat  yielded;  the  vio- 
lent proceedings  of  its  officers  were  disavowed ;  the 
fort,  the  port,  and  everything  eke,  were  agreed  to  be 
immediately  restored  to  the  precise  situation  which 
had  been  disturbed ;  and  duplicates  of  orders  issued 
for  the  purpose  to  the  Spanish  officers,  were  deUvered 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  British  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State.  Here,  again,  it  is  to  be  remarked^ 
that  satisfaction  having  been  made  for  the  forcible  dis- 
possession, the  islands  lost  their  importance  in  the 
eyes  of  the  British  Government — ^were,  in  a  short 
time,  finally  evacuated,  and  Port  Egmont  remainSf 
with  every  other  part  of  them,  in  the  hands  of  Spidliu 
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These  were  direct  acts  of  hostility,  committed 
br  the  military  of  one  Power  against  the  subjects 
of  the  other,  without  a  prerioos  declaration  of 
war,  and  therefore  more  offensive  to  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  the  Sovereign  than  the  temporary 
occupation  of  a  town  or  fortress,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  war  with  another  nation,  to  whom  the 
aame  privilege  had  been  granted.    According  to 
the  practice  of  nationsj  therefore,  the  proceed- 
ings at  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  cannot  be  re- 
farded  as  deciding  the  question  of  peace  and  war 
etween  Spain  and  the  United  States^  waiving 
all  the  circumstances  which  so  fully  justify  the 
commanding  General.    Neither  Qovernment  un- 
derstood them  as  amounting  to  a  change  of  the 
amicable  relations  which  existed  prior  to  these 
occurrences,  and  which  it  was  their  mutual  de- 
sire to  preserve.    Spain  demanded  a  restitution 
of  the  posts  in  the  possession  of  the  American 
troops;  they  were  ordered  to  be  restored;   Pen* 
saoola  unconditionally,  and  St.  Marks  on  the 
appearance  of  an  adequate  force  to  protect  it 
from  the  savages.    The  Spanish  Minister,  in  the 
name  of  his  master,  also  demanded  the  punish- 
ment of  General  Jackson.    He  was  told  tnat  the 
President  would  ^^  neither  inflict  punishment,  nor 
pass  a  censure"  on  the  General,  for  conduct 
which  found  its  justification  in  the  perfidy  and 
duplicity  of  Governor  Masot,  and  the  officers  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  Florida.    We,  on  our 
party  demanded  the  punishment  of  these  Spanish 
officers;  they  have  neither  been  punishedi  nor 
their  conduct  formally  investigated.    Thus  the 
afibir  has  terminated,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties,  so  far  as  it  is  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  peace  between  the  two  countries.    It  did  not 
originate  in  a  disposition  to  produce  a  rupture 
with  Spain,  either  on  the  part  of  the  President 
or  of  Gkneral  Jackson.    Pizarro  blustered  for  a 
while;  published  his  protest;  interdicted  all  fur- 
ther communications  with  this  Government  until 
proper  explanations  were  made,  and  submitted 
the  matter  to  the  Congress  of  Aix  la  Chapelte ; 
hoping  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  allieo  Sov- 
ereigns, and  to  obtain  their  interposition  in  behalf 
of  Spain.    He,  however,  in  a  few  days^  so  far 
subdued  his  resentment  as  to  resume  his  usual 
correspondence  and  intercourse  with  Mr.  Erv- 
inp;,  our  Minister  at  Madrid.    The  Congress  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle  expressed  no  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Don  Onis,  the  Minister  of  Ferdinand  at 
■this  place,  has  never  for  a  moment  ceased  to  ful- 
fil his  functions,  without  the  smallest  interrup- 
tion ;  and  so  little  was  the  respect  which  he  paid 
to  the  letter  of  Pizarro,  suspending  further  com- 
munications with  the  American  Government, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  worthy  of  being  officially 
made  known  to  the  Secretary  of  State.    He 
places  the  vindication  of  his  master  on  ground 
totally  different  from  that  assumed  in  this  House 
by  those  who  defend  his  cause,  in  attempting  to 
censure  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson.    He 
says,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  8th  of  July, 
1818 :  "  It  cannut  be  supposed  that  the  Indians, 
'  against  whom  the  American  commander  di- 
'  rected  his  operations,  received  protection  in 


'  Florida.  They  never  received  either  frtot  oc 
'  protection  from  the  Spanish  aathodttes,  elths 
'  within  or  without  the  territory  under  tber 
*  jurisdiction." 

Speaking  of  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  he 
alleges,  that  **  he  took  every  necessary  precautia 
'  to  prevent  the  Indians  being  sa])plied  withane 
'  and  ammunition  within  His  Majesty's  territory. 
'  These  facts  being  of  public  DotorieCj,  and  iia- 
^  possible  to  refute,  there  can  be  no  ezeose,  pK- 
'  text,  or  subterfuge,  offered  for  a  series  of  soc^ 
'  unheard  of  outrages."    And,  sir,  this  is  the  true 
and  only  basis  on  which  to  rest  the  slv^ceat  cbRm 
against  the  proceedings  of  General  Jackson.    It 
is  a  question  of  fact ;  and  if  Don  Onis  speaks 
the  truth,  in  saying  that  the   Indians  received 
neither  favor  or  protection  from  Lnengo  orMasot, 
and  that  everything  was  done  in  their  power  to 
prevent  their  being  supplied  with  arms  or  ammu- 
nition, and  that  it  is  impossible  to  refaie  these 
facts — then  I  say  with  him,  that  the  Araenean 
commander  was  censurable,  and   ought  to  be 
brought  before  a  general  court  martiaL   Bnt, 
unfortunatelv  for  the  Don,  the  evidence  is  all  oa 
the  other  side;  and  these  facts,  which  he  sayi 
"  it  is  impossible  to  refute,"  are  contradicted  evea 
by  the  officers  themselves,  whom  he  thus  bddty 
defends.    I  con  tend,  theretore,  on  the  authority  « 
the  Spanish  Minister  himself,  tha^  the  proof 
being  against  him,  the  conclusion  faiu,  and  Gen- 
eral Jackson  stands  acquitted  by  Spain  of  ill 
blame  or  censure  for  his  occupation  of  St.  Maib 
and  Pensacola.    The  Chevalier  Onis  will  not 
stoop  so  low,  as  to  put  the  issue  of  controversy 
on  the  wire-drawn  theories,  and  ingenious  so- 
phistry, with  which  he  has  been  so  generously 
supplied  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  hare  par- 
ticipated in  this  debate.    He  takes  the  high  sad 
imposing  attitude  of  facts,  from  which  he  de- 
duces the  innocence  of  the  colonial  aathoritks 
in  Florida,  and  the  consequent  ffailt  of  the  Ajner- 
ican  commander;  and  surely  he  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  shape  the  defence  of  his  own  immacu' 
late  inaster.    On  that  ground  I  am.  contest  to 
submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  an  impartial 
world.    Sir,  if  the  United  States  have  been  pre- 
cipitated into  hostilities  with  Spain,  by  General 
Jackson,  and  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Con- 
gress, in  that  respect,  have  been  usurped  bf 
whom  has  the  war  been  recognised,  aatf  where 
are  its  effects  to  be  seen  or  felt  ?    Spain  has  given 
no  evidence  of  a  belief  on  her  part  that  she  is  at 
war  with  us,  or  that  she  contemplates  becoming 
so.    We  have  disavowed  all  ho^Ule  intentions 
towards  her.    She  has  a  Minister  tcadent  at 
Washington,  who  is  treated  with  every  respect 
due  to  his  rank,  and  who  is  now  employed  in  the 
interesting  duty  of  forming  a  treaty  on  the  sub- 
jects which  have  so  h>ng  remained  unsettled  be- 
tween his  Sovereign  and  this  country.     We  aha 
have  a  Minister  cf  equal  rank  and  dignity  at 
Madrid,  who  receives  there  the  most  polite  at- 
tention.   No  armies  are  in  the  field;  no  fleets  as 
the  ocean;  no  appropriations  required  to  etiry 
on  the  war — but  it  is  nevertheless  the  foandadoa 
upon  which  the  whole  argument  of  the  advocates 


077 


HISTORY  OF  GONGRBSa 


978 


Fbbbuart,  1819. 


Seminole  War, 


H.  OF  R. 


of  these  resolations  is  built,  and  all  tke  dreams 
of  our  ▼iolated  CoDstitution,  with  which  we 
haTe  been  amused  for  the  last  three  weeks,  are 
predicated  on  this  visionary  war,  which  honor- 
mble  gentlemen  imaffine  to  exist,  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  but  which  neither  of  the  feigned 
belligerents  acknowledge,  and  which  is  carried 
on  without  men,  money,  or  ships,  while  both  na-* 
lions  are  under  the  singular  aelusiou  that  thev 
are  in  a  state  of  profound  peace !  I  have  heard, 
sir,  of  wars  in  the  moon,  and  I  presume  this  must 
be  one  of  that  description. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  it  must  be  manifest  to 
erery  candid  mind,  disposed  to  look  at  these 
erents  with  an  impartial  eye,  that  no  act  of  war 
has  been  •  committed  against  Spain :  that  none 
was  ever  intended ;  that  our  relations  of  amity 
with  that  nation  have  undergone  no  change; 
and  that  Gkneral  Jackson  has  been  most  nnjustly 
charged  with  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
his  country.  The  total  neglect  of  Spain  for  the 
last  ten  years  to  maintain  her  authority  in  Flori- 
da, and  the  facilities  which  it  affords  to  our  ene- 
mies, has  compelled  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  consider  that  territory  open  to  our 
arms  whenever  the  public  safetv  required  that 
they  should  be  sent  there  ^  and  the  Spanish 
Government  has  no  just  right  to  complain  of 
treatment  which  her  own  negligence  and  im- 
becility has  imposed  on  us  as  a  duty,  in  self- 
defence. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  a  measure  which  was  adopted  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  President  Madison, 
relating  to  that  part  of  Florida  which  lies  west  of 
the  Perdido,  and  which  we  claimed  under  the 
cession  of  Louisiana.  Spain  was  in  possession 
of  the  country,  and  contested  our  claim  $  a  spe- 
cial mission  had  been  sent  to  Madrid  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  limits  with  that  Government,  and  the 
effort  to  effect  that  object  was  unsuccessful. 
Pending  this  question  of  the  title  between  the 
two  Governments,  in  the  year  1810,  Mr.  Madison 
Issued  a  proclamation  anneiiog  the  disputed 
territory  to  the  present  State  of  Louisiana,  then 
the  Territory  of  Orleans.  That  proclamation  is 
in  the  following  words : 

"  Now  be  it  known,  that  I,  James  Madison,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  pmsoanee  of 
theae  weighty  and  oigeat  considerations,  haTe  deemed 
it  light  and  requisite  thai  possession  should  be  taken 
ci  the  said  territory,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
•aid  United  States.  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Govern 
ii0r  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  of  which  the  said  territory 
ia  to  be  taken  as  part,  will  accordingly  proceed  to  ex- 
ecute the  same,  and  to  exercise  over  the  said  territo- 
ries the  authorities  and  functions  legally  appertaining 
to  his  office ;  and  the  good  people  inhabiting  the  same 
are  invited  and  enjoined  to  pay  due  respect  to  him  in 
that  character ;  to  be  obedient  to  the  laws,  to  maintain 
order,  to  dierish  harmony,  and  in  every  manner  to 
conduct  tfiemselves  as  peaceable  citiaens^  under  fhll 
assurance  that  they  will  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religion." 

To  carry  the  power  vested  in  him  into  effect, 
QoTernoT  Claiborne  was  authorized  to  call  in  to 


his  aid  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Mississippi ;  and,  if  these  should  be  deemed 
insufficient,  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  Orleans 
and  Mississinpi  Territories^  and  to  take  forcible 
possession  oi  the  territory,  if  resistance  should  be 
made.  The  order  was  executed.  The  laws  of 
the  United  States  were  extended  to  the  country, 
by  virtue  of  this  proclamation,  and  at  that  time, 
and  for  more  than  one  year  afterwards,  a  Span- 
ish garrison  remained  at  Mobile.  This  sten  was 
taken  but  a  few  weeks  before  the  meeting  oi  Con- 
gress^ and  communicated  to  both  Houses  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  An  interesting  and  ani- 
mated debate  arose  in  the  Senate  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message.  Parties  were  then  mar* 
shelled;  the  opposition  to  Administration  was 
systematic  and  uniform;  and  its  friends  were 
equally  so.  The  proceeding  was  denoimced,  as 
an  unauthorized  act  of  war  on  Spain;  as  a  us'ur- 
patioD,  by  the  Executive,^  of  the  power  vested 
alone  in  Congress,  to  declare  war.  The  Consti- 
tution was  said  to  be  violated:  the  country  men- 
aced with  all  the  horrors  of  war,  both  by  England 
and  Spain.  The  arguments  used  on  that  oc- 
casion, by  the  old  Federal  partv,  bear  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  those  which  we  nave  heard  on  the 
present  occasion,  from  the  friends  of  these  resolu- 
tions. I  listened,  sir,  with  ereat  pleasure,  to  a  very 
able  and  eloquent  speech  delivered  by  tne  honor- 
able Speaker,  then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  in 
defence  of  this  Executive  measure.  He  received 
my  thanks,  and.  I  have  no  doubt,  the  thanks  of 
the  nation,  for  the  unanswerable  and  lucid  views 
which  he  took  of  that  subject.  I  hope  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  the  liberty 
which  I  take  in  reading  a  few  sentences  from  that 
speech,  to  the  Committee.  Their  application  to 
the  recent  occurrences  in  Florida  wilf  be  readily 
perceived,  conveyed  in  language  much  superior 
to  any  which  falls  within  the  compass  of  my  hum- 


'  prevails  there,  dangerous  to  the  Union ;  or  men- 
'  acing  the  peace  of  our  frontier ;  or  unfavorable  to 


preservation  alone  would  justify  the  occupation  of 
that  part  of  Florida,  without  any  title,  to  guard 
against  a  contingent  danger,  will  it  not  apply  with 
more  than  equal  weight,  to  a  case  of  actual  ex- 
isting danger,  when  the  frontier  is  deluded  in  the 
blood  of  helpless  age  and  infancy  ?  If  misrule 
and  disorder  prevailed  in  that  portion  of  the  prov- 
ince, at  the  time  we  took  possession  of  it,  the  same 
remark  was  applicable  to  Pensacola  and  its  de- 
pendencies when  that  nlace  was  surrendered  to 
the  American  forces,  we  were  then  at  war  with 
no  Indian  tribe  who  gained  admission  into  the 
territory.  We  apprehended  no  immediate  inva- 
sion from  any  quarter ;  and  I  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  that  measure  was  justifiable  on 
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tbe  raisoiiable  prolMiMlHy  of  •ppFoaehiof  ko#^ 
tilities,  cao  he  coDdemn  General  Jtekson  for  m 
similat  precanfion,  sdrroanded  as  he  was  by  ft 
eombtnatioQ  of  Itidfaos  And  negroes,  prepared  lb 
renew  their  deeds  of  eroelty  and  blood  whenerer 
the  army  ^nder  his  command  shoald  retire  with- 
in the  limits  6f  the  United  States  f 

hti  me  not  be  told,  that  we  had  a  ftiir  title  to 
the  country  nnder  the  parchase  of  Louisiana ;  for, 
so  far  as  it  related  to  the  national  feelings  of 
Spain,  and  to  the  compromitment  of  our  own 
peace,  it  was  sufficient  thAt  Spain  was  in  the  ac- 
tual possession  of  the  soil,  and  claimed  a  Pftra- 
mount  right  to  the  sorereignty  orer  it.  We  roroi* 
My  wrested  tt  out  of  her  possession,  and  extended 
our  laws,  both  general  and  local,  to  its  inhabit- 
atits,  by  proclamation ;  and  I  am  cit  a  loss  to  dis- 
tinguish that  act  from  the  military  occupation  of 
another  district  in  Florida,  on  the  same  great 
mittclple  of  self-presearation^  I  accord  my  appro* 
nation  to  both  measures,  alike  in  their  character 
and  in  their  effects,  and  leave  the  honorable  Spea* 
ker  to  show,  if  he  can,  in  what  consist  the  shades 
of  difference  which  will  authorize  us  to  justify 
the  one  and  censure  the  oth^r.  On  tArioUs  other 
occasions  we  hare  marched  troops  into  Florida, 
and  fought  biitiles  there,  without  exciting  the 
smallest  sensatfioo  in  this  House,  on  the  score  of 
a  usurpation  of  its  powers  by  the  Bltecotife.  In 
1819,  Colonel  Smith,  at  the  bead  of  a  riile  regi- 
ment, was  posted  before  St.  Augustine ;  a  detach- 
ment from  his  command  was  Attacked  and  de- 
feated by  the  Indians  and  negroes  from  the  Span- 
ish fort;  he  declared  his  intention  of  storming 
the  place,  but  his  troops  were  enfeebled  by  dis- 
ease, and  he  retreated  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 
A  r^imettl  of  volnnteers,  commanded  by  Colo-' 
nel  Willisms,  of  Tennessee,  likewise  carried  their 
military  operations  into  that  country.  The  Geor- 
gia militia  have  frequently  been  ordered  there,  in 
pursuit  of  hostile  Indians.  In  1814,  General  Jack- 
son fought  a  b4ttle  in  Pensacola,  and  dislodged 
the  British  force  in  the  Barancas,  who  blew  up 
the  fortress  on  retiring  into  their  vessels.  Since 
that  period,  the  negro  fort,  so  often  mentioned  on 
the  Appalachicola,  was  attacked  and  destroyed  by 
a  combined  land  and  naval  force.  AH  these  events 
have  passed  in  review  before  Us,  and  never  until 
now  were  they  considered  either  war  on  Spain, 
or  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  But^  sir,  every- 
thing heretofore  held  sacred,  both  in  principle  and 
practice,  must  befnd  to  this  unprecedented  scheme 
of  passing  censure  on  €kneral  Jackson,  who  has 
been  modestiv  compared  to  Alvear.  Cortes,  Pis* 
airo,  and  Hyder  Alv,  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrb,)  and  at  the  same 
time  the  gentleman  assured  us  of  the  very  high 
respect  in  which  he  held  the  character  and  servi- 
ces of  (hat  distinguished  hero!  Sir,  there  are 
sotne  men  too  high  in  the  estimation  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, to  be  permitted  quietly  to  enjoy  the 
distinction  conferred  on  them  by  a  grateful  coun- 
try. Had  General  Jackson  been  less  useful  to 
the  nation,  he  might  have  escaped  the  mortifica- 
tion of  the  denunciations  uttered  against  him  on 
liiis  door. 


Mr.  P.  eontinned.    Sir,  sftid  lie^  I  have  %eai 
mortified  and  disgusted  at  the  siekiy  agonies  sal 
syibpatfaetie  efibsions  which  hmre  been  so  oftta 
repeated  by  honorable  members  on  the  sobjeet  si 
the  trial  and  execution  of  th«  tosttigmlots  of  die 
BeaafBoie  war,  Arbuthaot  and  AAbritter.    in- 
flated Appeals  to  our  humanity  ssd  ma^aaioiity 
have  rung  tbroutfh  thb  hall  it^  eveiie  oar  eoa- 
miseration  for  these  guilty  men.     They  han 
failed  to  reach  either  my  jad^ment  or  the  feel- 
ings of  my  heart.    My  sympathiesi,  thank  Goi^ 
are  reserved  for  the  bleeding:  amd  wo/Bkmg  cith 
sens  of  mj  own  country;  and  objects  of  char  de- 
seription,  m  abundance,  are  exhibited  Co  oar  vfew 
In  the  narrative  of  events  eoniieeted  with  the 
short  but  bloody  career  of  these  foreifet  iacendi- 
ariea  in  Florida.    The  punishtnent  inflicted  oft 
them  was  more  thin  merited  by  ibe  enormity  of 
their  crimes;  the  example,  I  trast,  will  be  asaJa- 
tary  warning  to  British  agents  on  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  our  Indian  frontier;  and,  if  fucnre  oat- 
rages  of  the  same  kind  shoald  be  practised,  «e 
owe  it  to  the  ^fety  and  honor  of  oor  coontry  to 
retaliate  on  the  oTOuders  with  the  atmost  n|Qr 
and  severity,  until  the  subjects  of  forei^  natioai 
shall  be  taught  to  dread  our  ven^ance,  if  they 
do  not  respect  oor  rights.    Sir,  it  is  not  raf  ia- 
tention  to  enter  into  a  detailed  argirment  oo  cbe 
various  technical  objections  which   have  beea 
resorted  to  by  gentlemen  skilled  in  the  nicety  of 
special  pleading,  to  show  that  a  count  or  aaa- 
uendo  is  wanting  in  the  declaration,  or  that  jsdg- 
ment  has  not  been  pronounced  according  is  tkt 
forms  in  such  case  made  and  proTided.    Sack 
trash  ma^  serve  to  supply  the  vacaam  of  empty 
declamation,  but  I  can  never  consent  to  coorert 
this  great  political  theatre  into  a  cotirt  of  erron 
and  appeals,  sitting  to  scan  the  record  and  regu- 
late the  proceedings  of  inferior  tribunals.    Ky 
views  are  directed  to  measures  in  reference  bo 
their  operation  on  the  general  welfare  of  mv 
country,  and,  whenever  that  efiect  is  produced,  i 
would  not  retrace  the  step,  unless  the  honor  of 
the  nation  imperiously  demanded  the  sacrifice. 
The  proceedivffs  of  the  special  conrt  coavened 
by  General  Jaekson  on  this  occasion,  have  beea 
fully  and  ably  defended  by  honorable  gentiemea 
whose  profound  kebwledge  of  aailitaiy  sdeaee 
and  the  piaatieal  usages  of  war  gtves  to  iMr 
aphiiODsand  atgumeais  the  watjtht  «f  aaiftorftf) 
and  saipeiaedes  the  neaeisity  t^rAirchcr  tavestt- 
gftiion.    If,  indeed,  errors  in  point  of  fma  Were 
committed  by  thex^ort,or  If  they  moaadet&toed 
the  power*  vested  in  them  by  the  order  of  tVe 
commanding  Qeneral,  it  does  not  beeomie  the 
dignitypf  this  House  to  ascribe  these  irregulari- 
ties to  General  Jackson ;  it  is  to  the  general  order 
we  mu&t  look  for  a  definition  of  the  duties  whiek 
the  court  were  required  to  perform.    They  were 
instructed  to  **  record  the  documei^ts  and  testi- 

*  mony  in  the  several  cases,  and  their  opinioo  ai 

*  to  tlie  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  priaoaers,  u4 
Vwhst  punishment,  if  any,  shauld  be  teflfcwL' 
Call  it,  therefore,  a  court  martial,  or  by  whatever 
other  name  you  please,  these  were  the  powen 
conveyed  to  it,  and  no  assumed  title  eonid  eniaige 
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Hitt  gn*!  or  ittbstftotkUy  ehliD|fe  it$  cbcr»et«r. 
7fae  opiirioii  of  tho  court  mn  giTen  in  tbe  fored 
<if  *  veiletaee  sad  eiimed  into  exeeotion,  Mt  the 
same  result  would  hMve  foIloMd  if  there  bird 
lieeii  BO  de^rtiite  from  the  ikeral  iHip^n  of  the 
«tder.  To  varil  at  such  petty  iftatcuraeiei,  irh«re 
mbBtantial  joeiiee  has  been  done,  is,  I  repeat  it, 
tiiib«Bomrog  tbe  digftfity  of  tbe  House  of  Repre^ 
aentatives.  Tbat  these  perfidions  fttfseteants  met 
tba  Arte  wbieb  their  oondaet  merited  oattnot  be 
aeriowty  doobted  by  any  one.  On  the  principle 
•f  ffeprisali  ft  was  lawful  to  eiecnte  them,  and, 
aa  cnmiwlla  of  tbe  highest  grade,  wbose  goilty 
teflda  iovolredm  wbble  eonntry  in  scenes  of  mas- 
aacre  and  robbery,  tbey  fell  just  rictims  to  tbe 
tfffeadtfd  laws  of  natnre  and  of  nations.   ^  Those 

*  who,  without  authority  from  their  sovereign, 

*  exercise  violAice  against  an  enemy  and  fall  into 

*  that  enemy ^  bands,  have  no  right  to  expect  the 
'  tfeaftmetat  doe  to  prisoners  of  war;  the  enemy 
*k  Justifiable  in  patting  tbem  to  death  as  ban- 
^  ditti.'*  Aatinj  **  tbe  Tiolences  committed  by  tbe 
^  ovbjeets  of  one  nation  against  those  of  another, 

*  witboat  aatbority,  are  looked  upon  as  robberies, 

*  and  tbe  perpetrators  are  excluded  from  the  rights 
^  of  lawi^i  eaemiea;"  irnd,  also,  **  Whosoever  nf- 

*  f^da  tbe  State,  injures  Its  rights,  disturbs  its 

*  tran<|attlity,  or  does  it  a  prejudice,  in  any  man- 

*  ner  whatever,  declares  himself  its  enemy,  and 

*  exposes  bimse}f  to  be  justly  panisbed  for  it." 
(  Vaiid,  168.)  Sir,  can  any  gentleman  compare 
Uiese  nrincipies  of  national  law  with  tbe  evi- 
dedOe  in  the  trials  of  Arbotbnot  and  Ambrister, 
and  seriously  contend  that  they  havesufi^red  nn* 
jaatly,and  contrary  to  htw;  that  they  have  been 
doomed  to  perisb  under  the  rod  of  military  des- 
potism? I  frankly  confess  it  would  require  a 
atttbborn  determination  to  persevere  in  error, 
Wiiiob  I  do  not  possess,  to  draw  conclusions  so 
ifieoDMibient  witb  such  premises.  Some  gentle- 
men bate  attempted  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  ffuilt  of  these  men.  Ambrister,  say 
tkoy,  was  taken  In  arms;  he  commanded  tbe  ne- 
^oea  aad  Indians ;  led  them  into  battle ;  was 
identified  witb  them,  and,  therefore,  deserved 
dontb.  Arbuthnot,  we  are  told,  was  a  mere  mer- 
eAiant}  a  dealer  in  the  articles  wbicb  the  Indians 
wrero  accustomed  to  purchase. 

I  have,  in  tbe  preceding  part  of  my  remarks, 
bad  oOcasion  to  advert  to  tbe  objects  for  which 
tliia  man  entered  Florida,  and  the  part  which  he 
tc»ok  in  exciting  tbe  Indians  to  war.  If  Nicholls 
was  an  innocent  dealer  in  "tbe  articles  wbicb 
tJie  Indians  wefe  accustomed  to  purchase,"  so 
wms  Arbotbnot;  their  views  were  the  same; 
tbey  held  the  tame  langoajie  to  tbe  savages,  and 
each  ffave  n  pledge  of  British  aid,  in  case  war 
sboald  be  wa<[ed  for  the  recovery  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  tbe  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson.  He  fre- 
quently assured  the  chiefs  that  he  had  authority 
to  correspond  witb  His  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Washington,  witb  Governor  Cameron,  of  New 
Providence,  and  the  Qovernor  (General  of  Ha- 
▼nnai  tm  tbe  subject  of  tbe  necessary  supplies  for 

*  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  that  he  was  m  poaaes- 
aion  of  a  letter  iirom  Sari  Batburst,  which  in- 


fbrmed  bim  tbat  Mr.  Bagot  was  instructed  on 
that  aubjoct.  On  the  back  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  bim  to  tbat  Minister,  be  states  the  aggregate 
force  imbodied  among  the  Indians  and  the  posi- 
tions at  whieb  they  were  posted,  and  requests  a 
suDply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  specified  in  the 
following  memorandum : 

'■A  quantity  of  gnnpowder»  lead,  muskets,  and 
flfarts,  sufficient  to  arm  1,00Q  to  fi,000.men. 

Muskets,  1,000 ;  more  smaller  pieces,  if  possible. 

lOfiQO  flints ;  a  propoition  for  nfie,  put  up  sepaiafte. 

00  casks  ganpowder;  a  propoition  for  rifle. 
%000  ladtesi  six  to  alkie  inch  blade,  g^ood  quality. 

1  yOOO  tomahawks;  100  lbs.  varmillion. 

2,000  lbs.  lead,  tndependant  of  baD  for  musket.'* 

This  paper  speaks  for  itself;  it  cannot  be  mis- 
oaderktooo ;  and  shows,  most  clearly,  tbe  parti* 
cipation  of  Arbuthnot  in  providing  tbe  means 
necessary  to  the  proeecution  of  the  Seminole  war. 
He  was  tbe  prime  minister  of  the  hostiie  Indians: 
had  a  full  power  of  attorney  to  make  talks,  and 
act  for  tbem  in  all  cases  whatsoever;  and  if  Am^ 
brister,  who  was  but  a  subordinate  Ogent,  was 
justly  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  wbat  excuse  can 
be  Offered  for  the  man  who  put  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  war,  massacre,  and  robbery,  in  motion  ? 
Oan  it  be  said  tbat  be  bad  not  disturbed  tbe  tran* 
qoillity  of  the  United  States  7  I  presume  it  can- 
not, and,  of  course,  according  to  the  maxims  of 
public  law,  to  which  I  have  referred,  **  he  had  de- 
clared himself  our  etiemy,  and  ekposed  himself 
to  be  justly  punished.'^  It  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  enlarge  the  discussion  on  tbe  right  of  the  com- 
manding Gtoeral  to  retaliate  on  the  enemy  for 
tbe  acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  which  wete 
praetiaed  in  tbe  progress  of  this  war.  Honorable 
gentlemen,  who  controvert  the  right,  have  shown 
no  inatance  in  which  it  was  denied,  either  in  &n'> 
rope  or  America ;  and,  in  support  of  it,  we  have 
tbe  examples  of  Washington,  and  many  other 

fenerel  officers,  who  fought  in  tbe  war  of  the 
levolution.  Yes,  sir,  Qeneral  Jackson  had  the 
rieht  to  inflict  punishment  on  these  outlaws.  I 
rejoice  tbat  he  exercised  that  right;  and,  if  we 
do  not  paralyze  and  destroy  the  good  effects  of 
the  act,  it  will  contribute,  in  no  small  degree,  to 
tbe  future  peace  and  security  of  our  frontier. 
Bnl  the  bonorable  Speaker  bassaid  that  we  have 
no  right  to  practise  retaliation  on  the  Indians ; 
tbat  we  have  forborne  to  do  so  iVom  the  earliest 
settlement  of  the  country,  and  that  it  has  becOine 
the  common  law  of  tbe  land,  which  we  are 
bound  not  to  violate.  Sin  from  what  source  does 
the  gentleman  derive  the'  principle  that  a  right, 
inherent  in  lh6  namr6  Of  man,  which  he  iahalea 
witb  his  first  breath— 'Wbicb  "^rows  with  bia 
growth  and  strengthens  with  his  strengtb"— 
which  has  tbe  fiat  of  Qod  for  its  sanction,  and  is 
incorporated  in  the  code  of  all  the  nations  of  tbe 
earth,  becomes  extinct  with  regard  to  those  who 
may.forbear  to  exercise  it,  from  motives  ofpolicy 
or  humanity,  for  any  number  of  years  ?  That  a 
common  law  is  thereby  entailed  on  tbe  American 
people,  to  the  latest  generations,  by  which  they 
are  required  to  bend  beneatb  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  of  tbe  savage,  and  submit  to  every 


988 


HISIO&T  09  CONeSSSS. 


Mi 


H.OPR. 


Simintk  War. 


WmmmatMt,VU.9. 


I 


cruelty  and  enormity,  without  the  privilcfpe  of 
retaliating  on  the  enemy  the  wrongs  and  injuries 
we  hare  suffered  by  his  wanton  transeresston  of 
the  rules  of  cirilized  warfare  ?  We  nave,  it  is 
true,  tolerated  much  of  the  inhuman  conduct  of 
the  aborigines  towards  our  frontier  inhabitants. 
We  hare  endeavored  to  teach  them,  by  examples 
of  humanity  and  magnanimity,  the  blessings  and 
advantages  of  civilization ;  but  instances  are  not 
wanting  of  the  most  severe  retaliation  on  these 
monsters  for  their  deeds  of  barbarity.  If,  how- 
ever, there  was  not  a  solitary  case  on  record,  of 
the  exercise  of  the  right,  it  remains  inviolate  and 
inviolable.  No  community  has  the  power  to  re- 
linquish it  and  bind  posterity  in  the  chains  of 
slavish  non-resistance.  The  gentleman's  com- 
mon law  will  not  do  for  the  freemen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  it  is  unique  and  absurd.  Sir,  if  the 
Committee  will  pardon  the  digression,  this  novel 
idea  of  common  law  reminds  me  of  an  occur- 
rence which  is  said  to  have  happened  in  the  early 
Seriod  of  the  settlement  of  the  present  polite  and 
ourishing  State  of  Kentucky:  A  man.  in  per- 
sonal combat,  deprived  his  antagonist  of  tne  sight 
of  an  eye  by  a  practice  famQiar  at  that  day, 
called  gouging;  tJie  offender  was  prosecuted  and 
indicted  for  the  outrage;  he  employed  counsel  to 
defend  him,  to  whom  he  confessed  the  fact. 
Well,  sir,  said  the  lawyer,  what  shall  I  say  in 
your  defence?  Why,  sir,  said  he,  tell  them  it  is 
the  custom  of  the  country  1  And  I  presume  If 
the  honorable  Speaker  had  presided  on- the  trial, 
he  would  have  said,  "  Qentlemen  of  the  jury,  it 
is  the  common  law  of  Kentucky,  and  you  will 
find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant."  But,  sir.  to  be 
serious,  let  me  brinff  the  case  home  to  the  nonor- 
able  Speaker  himself.  Suppose  a  band  of  these 
barbarians,  stimulated  and  excited  by  some  Brit- 
ish incendiary,  should,  at  the  hour  of  midnight, 
when  all  nature  is  wrapt  in  darkness  and  repose, 
sound  the  infernal  yell,  and  enter  the  dwelling 
of  that  honorable  gentleman,  and  in  his  presence 

gierce  to  the  heart  the  wife  of  his  bosom  and  the 
eloved  and  tender  infant  in  her  arms— objects 
so  dear  to  a  husband  and  a  father — would  he 
calmly  fold  his  arms  and  say,  well,  'tis  hard  I  but 
it  is  the  common  law  of  the  country,  and  I  mtut 
aubmit!  No,  sir;  his  manly  spirit  would  burn 
with  indignant  rage,  and  never  slumber  till  the 
hand  of  retributive  justice  had  avenged  his 
wrongs. 

**  Mercy  to  him  who  shows  it,  is  the  role, 
And  righteous  limitation  of  the  act, 
By  which  Heaven  moves  in  pardoning  guilty  man ; 
And  he  that  shows  none,  being  ripe  in  years. 
And  conscious  of  the  outrage  he  commits. 
Shall  seek  it,  and  not  find  it,  in  his  turn." 

I  have  no  compassion  for  such  monsters  as 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrbter;  their  own  country  is 
ashamed  to  complain  of  their  fate;  the  British 
Minister  here  has  disavowed  their  conduct  and 
abandoned  their  cause ;  and  we,  sir,  are  the  resi- 
duary legatees  of  ail  the  grief  and  sorrow  felt  on 
the  face  of  the  globe,  for  these  two  fallen  mur- 
derers and  robbers  I  For  I  call  him  a  munlerer 
who  incites  to  murder. 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  tht  enlogiai  of  «| 
man ;  I  shall  not  attempt  the  pAD^yiie  of  Gi» 
eral  Jackson ;  but  if  a  gratafal  caontry  might  k 
allowed  to  speak  of  his  merits— 

Louisiana  would  say,  ^^oa  h%we  defended  ew 
caplul  against  the  veteran  troops  of  the  enemjE, 
by  whom  it  would  have  been  sacked,  and  om 
dwellings  enveloped  in  flames  over  the  heads  of 
our  belaved  families." 

Georgia:  ^*  You  have  given  peace  to  oor  ^ 
fenceless  frontier,  and  chastisM  oar  fefoeiooi 
savage  foe,  and  the  pafidioas  ineenduuies  and 
felons  by  whom  they  were  exeited  and  eooa- 
selled  to  the  perpetration  of  their  erad  deeds. 
Yon  have  opened  additional  territorytaoai  liek 
and  growing  population,  which  theynof  aow 
eojoy  in  peace  and  tranquillity." 

Alabama  and  Misnsnppi:  "  You  have  pro- 
tected us  in  the  time  of  oar  iafaocyt  and  ia  tkt 
moment  of  great  national  peril,  iig^i««r  the  iaer- 
orabie  Red  Sticks  and  their  alTiesi  joa  hm 
compelled  them  to  relinquish  the  poaaessioa  sf 
our  landsL  and  ere  long  we  shall  streo^tbea  iata 
full  manhood,  under  the  smiles  of  a  beaefieear 
Providence." 

The  whole  Wutem  Country:  *'  You  have  pie- 
served  the  great  emporium  ot  oar  rast  eommsRc 
from  the  srasp  of  a  powerful  enemy  ;  you  hite 
maintained  for  our  use  the  free  navigation  of  lie 
Mississippi,  at  the  hazard  of  your  life,  health,  nd 
fortune." 

The  Nation  at  large :  "  You  hare  given  gkn 
and  renown  to  the  arms  of  y oar  country  thrmyi* 
out  the  civilized  world,  and  have  taught  tk  ty- 
rants of  the  earth  the  salutary  leason,  that,  iaiae 
defence  of  their  soil  and  independence,  freenea 
are  invincible." 

History  will  transmit  these  traths  to  geacn- 
tions  yet  unborn,  and.  should  the  piropoeiiioiii  oa 
your  uble  be  adopted,  we,  the  Repreaentaiiro  of 
the  people,  subjoin :  ''Yes,  most  nohle  aod  nl- 
orous  Captain,  you  have  achieved  all  this  ftr 
your  country ;  we  bow  down  ander  the  weight 
of  the  obligations  which  we  owe  yoo,  aatf  ss 
some  small  testimonial  of  your  claina  to  the  coa- 
fidence  and  consideration  of  yoar 


we,  in  their  name,  present  you   the  foUoviar 
resolutions: 

''  Eemdved,  That  you,  Hdi^or  Qeneial  Aadaw 
Jackson,  have  violated  the  Constitntioa  iri^ 
you  have  sworn  to  support,  and  diaobefc^  the 
orders  of  your  superior,  the  Commander^a^iuef 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

''Eeaolted,  That  you,  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  have  violated  the  laws  of  yoar  country 
and  the  sacred  principles  of  humanity,  and  there- 
by prostrated  the  national  character,  in  the  trisl 
and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbathnot  and  Rob- 
ert C.  Ambrister,  for  the  trifling  and  unimportaac 
crime  of  exciting  the  savages  to  murder  thedc^ 
fenceless  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

"Accept,  we  pray  you,  sir,  of  these  resolrw: 
go  down  to  your  grave  in  sorrow,  and  coogiau- 
late  yourself  that  you  have  not  served  this  gitti 
Republic  in  vain." 

Greece  had  her  Miltiades,  Rome  her  fieliiA. 
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rins,  Cartliftge  her  Hftnnifatl,  and  ''mayr  we,  Mr. 
Chairman;  profit  by  the  example  1"  Sir,  if  hon- 
orable gentlemen  are  so  extremely  solieitous  to 
record  their  opinions  of  this  distinguished  (Gene- 
ral, let  ns  erect  a  tablet  in  the  centre  of  oor  Cap- 
itol square :  let  his  bust  designate  the  purpose : 
thither  let  each  man  repair,  and  engrave  the 
feelings  of  his  heart.  And,  sir,  whatever  may 
be  the  opinions  of  others,  for  one  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  say,  in  the  langoaffe  of  the  sage  of 
Montieello,  '*  Honor  and  graittude  to  him  loAo 
has  Med  the  meaeure  qfhie  eountiye  glory  /" 

Mr.  FuLLBB,  of  Massachusetts,  next  addressed 
the  CniVT  Many  members  of  this  House,  as  well 
as  others,  hare  expressed  their  regret  that  so 
much  time  should  be  employed  in  a  discussion 
which  is  not  likely  to  produce  any  practical  re- 
sult. For  my  part,  saia  Mr.  F.,  I  am  well  con- 
Tinccd  that  a  practical  result  will  be  produced; 
not,  perhaps,  a  legislatire  act,  nor  ef  en  a  TOte  of 
censure  or  of  approbation  of  the  late  campaign 
in  Florida,  but  another  more  general  and  more 
important  result  will  unquestionably  be  attained, 
in  which  the  enemies  of  the  resolutions  before  us, 
as  well  as  their  friends,  will  have  reason  to  re- 
joice. Much  light  will  certainly  be  thrown  on 
some  of  the  hitherto  unsettled  powers  of  our 
military  commanders.  Since  the  adoption  of  our 
national  Constitution,  various  poiou  hare  been 
settled  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  its  civil  pow- 
ers ;  many  of  them  are  now  so  well  defined  and 
esublish^d  as  to  be  acquiesced  in  by  all  parties ; 
bat  the  military  power,  intrusted  m  part  to  the 
Executive,  and  to  officers  of  his  appointment,  has 
not  till  recently  had  the  same  opportunity  of  be- 
io^  tested  bv  experience;  and  fixed  by  the  public 
voice,  after  oeing  duly  weighed  and  considered. 
It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  to  watch  with  vigilance 
the  assumptions  of  military  power,  and  never  to 
acquiesce  in  its  exercise  when  of  a  doubtful  na« 
tare.  All  doubts  should  be  removed  by  a  decision 
io  the  proper  form. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  who  has  jnst 
sac  down,  (Mr.  Poindbxtbb,)  denies  the  right  of 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  question  comprehended 
in  the  several  resolutions  before  us.  He  insists 
that  we  have  no  right  to  censure  a  military  offi- 
cer, because  he  is  not  appointed,  and  cannot  be 
removed  by  us ;  that  he  is  responsible  to  the  Pre- 
sident alone,  from  whom  his  commission  emana- 
ted. He  has  read  to  us  several  resoiutions,  of 
which  General  Jackson  is  the  subject,  and  the 
House  is  represented  as  voting  a  censure  upon 
him.  If  the  resolutions  read  by  that  gentleman 
were  now  under  discussion,  it  would  indeed  be 
necessary  to  determine  whether  this  House  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  examine  the  conduct  of  the 
military  oincers  of  the  nation,  and  to  censure  or 
approve  as  they  may  appear  to  merit.  That  it 
does  poBsess  this  power,  manj  of  the  advocates 
of  Qeneral  Jackson  have  adnutted  in  the  present 
debate.  The  power  of  approving  has  been  often 
exercised,  and  the  instance  of  General  St.  Ckir, 
cited  by  Uie  gentleman  to  prove  the  contmry,  has 
no  tendency  to  that  effect.  The  illustrious  men 
who  are  named  by  him  as  voting  in  the  negative 


on  a  call  for  papers  from  the  Bxecutive,  did  not 
deny  the  power  of  the  House,  but  objected  to  the 
imperative  terms  of  the  resolution  as  improper. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  present  question.  The 
resolutions  under  discussion  do  not  necessarily 
imply  a  censure  of  the  commanding  deneral. 
His  friends  contend  that  his  conduct  was  war* 
ranted  by  his  orders  from  the  War  Department ; 
and  consequently  that  Department,  or  the  Exec- 
utive, is  alone  chargeable  with  the  acts  complain- 
ed of.  On  that  subject  my  views  differ,  it  is  true, 
from  those  gentlemen,  but  it  is  not  my  intention 
at  this  moment  to  consider  the  fair  construction 
of  the  orders.  Much  broader  considerations 
ought  here  to  guide  us.  The  resolutions  propose 
several  legislative  provisions;  the  necessity  for 
these  can  only  be  inferred  from  perceiving  that 
our  army  in  Florida,  and  ite  commander,  did  sev- 
eral acu,  which  might  have  involved  this  nation 
in  war.  A  legal  prohibition  of  similar  acts  may 
hereafter  prevent  a  war,  when  the  weakness  of 
our  antagonist  may  notjas  in  the  present  instance, 
avert  the  calamity.  Whether  the  seizure  of  the 
Spanish  fortresses,  therefore,  originated  with  the 
Executive  or  with  the  Qeneral,  the  legality  of 
the  act,  or  the  necessity  of  its  prohibition,  ought 
to  be  determined  here.  It  is,  besides,  very  mani* 
feet  that  the  President,  by  whom  the  voluminous 
documents  on  the  Seminole  war  were  voluntarily 
communicated,  as  accompanying  his  message  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  believed  that 
some  use  was  to  be  made  of  them.  He  did  not 
surely  send  them  to  be  read  for  our  amusement, 
by  our  firesides.  If  the  use  now  proposed  is  not 
the  object  of  the  communication  of  such  infor* 
mation.  gentlemen  will  be  so  good  as  to  mention 
any  other,  that  comports  with  our  legislative 
character. 

In  examining  the  mass  of  papers  on  the  Semi- 
nole campaign,  it  is  impossible  not  to  recur  to  the 
origin  of  the  war.  and  to  inquire  whether  the 
inconsiderable  and  scattered  tribes  of  Seminole 
and  Creek  Indians,  most  of  them  within  the  lim- 
iu  of  the  Floridas,  were  in  fact  the  aggressors: 
whether  our  territory  was  actually  invaded,  and 
our  troops  ordered  to  pursue  the  assailants  beyond 
our  territorial  boundary.  In  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Creeks,  within  our  acknow- 
ledged limits,  were  excited  by  Nicholls,  and  other 
British  emissaries,  to  take  arms  against  us.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  in  one  decbive  battle  put  an  end  to 
this  war.  Eight  hundred  Indians  are  said  to  have 
fallen  in  this  sancainary  battle.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  TMr.  Sisttb)  calls  oor  attention, 
with  great  exultation,  to  this  exploit  of  his  favor- 
ite chieftain.  Only  twenty  Indians,  he  says,  were 
slain  in  the  decisive  battle  of  General  Wayne, 
on  the  Miami,  aud  oaly  thirty  in  that  of  Tippe- 
canoe, in  1811.  How  much,  then,  is  the  milita- 
ry prowess  of  General  Jackson  to  be  admired, 
who  killed  eighi  hundred  I .  Let  gentlemen  ap- 
plaud this  monstrous  sacrifice  of  humaa  life ;  but 
let  me  be  allowed  to  estimate  the  glory  of  a  bat- 
tle by  its  resnlts.  Goieral  Wayne  achieved  for 
his  eoimtry  a  lasting  peace,  on  equitable  and  safe 
term*— a  peaee  which  has  oeea  generally  obset v* 
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ed  on  boih  «ides  to  the  prasMt  hour*  H»s  the 
great  Creek  victory  been  eqiiaUy  beneficial  lo 
our  coDDtry  ?  On  the  9tb  ofAi^uf  c,  18i4^  Gka- 
eral  Jackson  dictated  to  the  sQrviTim;  Creeka^  or 
at  least  as  many  as  would  submit  to  his  terns, 
^  articles  of  capitulation,"  by  which  he  demands 
of  the  prostrate  warriors,  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
ei^penses  of  the  ^mt,  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of 
land,  worth  at  least,  at  the  present  legal  price^ 
thirtv  millions  of  dollars^  bat  in  fact  worth  doo- 
Ue  that  sum. 

One  gentleman,  no  donbt  to  shew  as  the  ralue 
of  Qeneral  Jackson's  services,  says^  that  this  ter- 
f itory  was  the  only  acquisition  made  by  us  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  except  renown.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  the  exception,  and  shall  erer  deem 
the  high  reputation  of  our  military  and  naval 
heroes  of  far  more  actual  vaUie  to  the  nation, 
than  any  (|uantity  of  territory  extorted  from  the 
Indian  natives.  But  was  it  right,  sir,  und^  the 
naa»«  of  indemnity,  to  compel  the  cession  of  a 
quantity  of  land,  amounting  to  ten  times  or 
twenty  times  the  expense  for  which  it  was  de« 
manded  ?  The  land  would  not  only  pay  for  the 
Creek  war,  but,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  would 
pay  half  the  expense  of  the  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. With  potent  England  we  make  peace  with* 
out  any  indemnity  but  ^*  renown."  but  we  compel 
the  ignorant  fugitives  of  the  rorest,  who  were 
enticed  into  the  war  by  her,  and  who  hav«  no- 
thing  but  their  wilds  and  their  huts,  to  cede  us 
fifteen  miilioDs  of  aorea.  From  these  wide  do- 
maina,  those  tribes  which  had  before  traversed 
them  for  a  livelihood  were  compelled  to  retire. 
I>estitute  of  homes,  and  of  the  hunting  grounds 
where  before  they  had  gained  a  subsistence,  the 
Red  Sticks  and  other  Creeka,  not  parties  to  the 
<*  capitulation"  of  Fort  Jackson,  are  driven  into 
exile,  and  branded  as  outlaws,  and  are  only  saved 
from  total  destrootion  by  their  neighbors  in  Flo* 
rida,  the  Seminoles.  The  cession  of  land  con* 
tained  in  this  capitulation,  since  dignified  by  the 
name  of  treaty,  was  obtained  by  dureso  by  mill* 
tary  coercion.  Tke  Executive  and  Senate  evi- 
dently had  great  doubts  coocerntag  it.  Congress 
convened  on  the  19th  September.  1814,  and  no 
doubt  this  instrimient  was  laid  before  the  Senate, 
as  was  the  duty  of  the  President,  without  delay; 
vet  almost  five  months  elapsed  without  any  rati* 
fieatton.  We  are  left  to  infer  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  and,  for  the  honor  of  the  treaty*maklng 
power,  I  will  not  doubt  that  the  exorbitant  terms 
of  the  instrtiment  itself,  so  unjoatly  dictated  to  a 
feeUe  and  prostrate  enemy,  were  considered  as 
incompatible  with  the  honor  and  equity  of  a 

freat  and  just  nation.  On  the  16th  of  February, 
815,  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  received  at  Wash- 
ington. By  the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty,  all 
the  Indians  who  should  remain  at  war  with  either 
party,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification,  were  to  re* 
oeive  all  the  lands  which  belonged  to  them  in 
1811.  The  Creek  Treatv  then  came  once  more 
under  consideration.  It  they  ratified  it,  they 
seemed  to  sanction  the  unjust  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory ;  if  they  rejected  it,  the  lands  most  be  un* 
conditionally  rcBtoicd,and  a  popular  clamor  might 


be  raised  by  spea«latQn  and  olkwoi 
ered  the  land  as  their  prey.  Thmj  dctenuacd  ts 
laiify  the  Treaty  of  Fort  JaeloBOii.  which  wm 
done  on  the  16th  February,  and  cm  the  next  day 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  ratified.  Coasiderisf 
the  responsibility  of  the  Gtoreronneni,  aad  m 
delicacy  of  their  sitnation  at  tlMit  tiaae,  the  laiii- 
oation  cannot  be  censured,  beeanae  the  Cfceb 
oould  still  \9€k  to  Congress  for  lidrens,  and  to 
timt  soupce  it  would  have  been  moat  pivdent  In 
them  to  have  resorted.  If  thmj  haul,  I  eaanei 
doubt  that  they  would  have  bM  an  impariisi 
hearing,  and  that  joatiee  woald  lum-been  done. 
It  appears,  however,  that  those  wh»  had  Mlato 
Florida,  and  were  still  supplied  and  eneoaiasod 
by  Niehollsi  were  only  taught  to  espott  lemm 
from  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  Perhapa  ^bm  m 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Britiah  Ooanmisnonsw 
at  Ghent  intended  and  ezpoeiad  to  iaalode  tht 
Creeka  in  the  provision  of  tho  Bittth  aniels;  as 
Jaakaon^  capitulation,  if  known  a<  all  in  liasps^ 
moat  alao  have  been  considaMd  oi  no  talUfoy, 
being  unratified.  If  so,  can  theeTiWal  Rndfthck^ 
or  even  their  Britiah  adviaen,  be  aereRiTea- 
suied  for  persisting  in  claiauog^  a  Beaiaiauea  4 
their  lands  under  thia  treaif  ?  Hcnee  we  nasc 
one  great  eaoae  of  the  Semiaala  war. 

Another  train  of  faets  demanda  onr  attntioa 
Nicholls,  daring  the  war  with  Gkeni  BriiaiaM 
erected  a  fort  oa  the  Aiipakohicola  livei^  nithia 
the  limits  of  Florida.  After  the  peace  he  ap- 
plied the  exiled  Red  Stieka  and  other  Casehi, 
together  with  the  fugitive  negroea  witii  a  JdMal 
amount  of  ammonition  and  cannon.  He  ddiv* 
ered  this  fort,  thus  supplied,  into  tkeir  poissnim, 
and  taught  them  to  consider  it  as  tkeir  i^sfe 
and  protection.  Whatever  right  the  Spanish  an- 
thoritics  might  have  to  diemantle  or  destroy  thii 
fort,  it  is  manifest  that  w«  had  no  each  right 
We  remonstrated,  indeed,  with  the  Qorunoref 
Pensacola»  and  he  declared  it  was  ereeted  with- 
out his  consent,  and  in  violation  of  the  jerisdie- 
tion  of  His  Catnolic  Majesty.  Thia  renMMwtnaee, 
however,  could  onlv  have  related  to  itaensiioa 
during  the  war  with  Qreal^  Britain,  aad  after  the 
termination  of  that  war  it  waa  no  more  a  snhieei 
of  just  complaint  on  our  part,  than  Pe  ass  rah 
itaelf,  or  any  other  fortreas  in  the  Spanish  ietrh' 
tory.  Oar  military  commander  in  thnt  qesnu» 
however,  as  early  as  April  or  Maf ,  lilA  menan 
to  have  meditated  ita  des^uotion*  Fert  8eaa  ia 
haatily  erected,  at  the  jonotion  of  the  CShamhoo* 
cheeaad  Flint  rivera,  just  within  oar  ovn  boand^ 
ar y  i  and  a  naval  force  from  New  Oilaana  oidaeed 
to  aaeend  the  Appalaehicola  river,  to  pan  by  the 
Indian  fort  beforementioncd,  and  to  meet  a  m^ 
itary  detachment  under  Colonel  Cliach,  which 
was  to  march  to  Fort  Scott,  and  to  destroy  ihs 
Indian  fort  if  it  opposed  the  passage  of  the  riiea 
The  gunboats  from  New  Orleana,  under  Sailing 
master  Loomis,  accordingly  nacended  the  Appa- 
laehicola without  ntiking  permiaaion  from  Spaia 
or  from  the  Indian  fort,  or  giving  anf  notiee 
whatever  of  their  deaigns,  whether  pacific  or 
hostile*  Nothing  is  more  clear  than  that  we  had 
no  light  to  aaeend  or  navigate  the  Appalachiceia 
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river,  where  the  territory  on  hoth  sides  belongs 
to  another  nation,  without  its  consent  The  right 
to  nayigate  all  rirers,  bays,  and  inland  seas,  oe- 
longs  only  to  the  nation  whose  territories  encom-< 
pass  them.  Some  gentlemen  hare  taken  {^reat 
pains  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  soTcreignties  of 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  that  of  the  nations  within 
whose  nominal  jurisdiction  they  are  situated.  In 
the  present  case  it  is  immaterial  whether  the 
sorereignty  of  the  river  belonged  to  Spalp,  or  to 
the  Seminoles  who  inhabited  its  borders.  It  did 
not  belong  to  the  United  States.  If  a  mere  un- 
armed or  American  boat  or  vessel  had  passed  up 
the  river,  it  could  have  been  no  cause  of  war  ot^ 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  even  though  no  leave  bad 
been  asked.  It  would  in  that  case  have,  been  a 
mere  trespass.  But  no  one  can  pretend  thai  th^ 
garrison  in  the  fort,  and  the  Indian  townn,  ai^ 
the  eiiies  depending  on  it  for  protection,  bad  noi 
good  reason  to  consider  the  simultaneous  ap- 
proach of  these  two  aripaments  as  hostile  to  them* 
selves.  They  did  so  consider  it,  and  one  of  the 
watering  parties  from  the  ffunboats  was  fired  on, 
three  men  were  killed,  and  one  was  taken  pris- 
oner, and  most  cruelly  put  to  death,  according  to 
the  savage  mode  of  warfare.  Shortly  after,  the 
detachment  by  Und  and  the  gunboats  approached 
the  Indian  fort,  with  the  evident  intention  to  at- 
tack it.  They  are  fired  on,  and  in  return  they 
attack  and  blow  Qp  the  fort.     Of  three  hundred 

Sersons,  including  women  and  children^  two  hun- 
red  and  seventy  perished  in  this  terrible  explo- 
sion, and  most  of  the  others  are  mortally  wounded. 
Terrible  revenge  t  If  we  bad  been  the  aggrieved 
party  instead  of  being  manifestly  the  aggressors, 
surely  this  awful  sacrifice  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  atone  for  our  four  seamen  slain.  Not  so 
thooffht  the  man  who  commanded  the  expedition. 
Of  the  three  wretches  who  had  miraculously  es- 
caped the  explosion,  he  delivered  two  over  to 
instant  butchery.  Who  can  read  this  deed  of 
cruelty  without  shame  and  horror?  The  savages 
themselves  would  scarce  have  done  the  savage 
deed.  The  most  hardened  chief  of  them  all 
would  have  relented.    This  was  in  July,  1816. 

Notwithstanding  this  invasion  of  the  Indian 
territory,  and  destruction  of  their  only  strong 
hold,  we  hear  of  no  considerable  Indian  irruption 
into  our  territory  for  more  than  a  year.  Several 
predatory  incursions,  and  one  or  two  murders, 
were  committed  within  our  frontiers;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Indiaqs  complained  that  a  party 
of  Americans  had  murdered  several  Indian^,  and 
driven  off  many  of  their  cattle.  Our  worthy  In- 
dian agent.  Governor  Mitchell,  was  diligently 
exerting  himself  to  give  and  obtain  satisfaction, 
and  had  actuallv  convened  the  chiefs  of  the  In- 
dian towns,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  having  peace 
and  harmony  restored  by  mutual  justice ;  when^ 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1817,  a  party,  under 
Major  Twiffgs,  surprised  the  Indian  village  of 
Powitowo,  killed  four  or  five  men  and  one  wo- 
man, drove  all  the  inhabitants  from  their  hous^ 
and  destroyed  the  village.  The  atrocity  of  this 
deed  deserves  our  utmost  indignation,  especially 
when  we  are  informed  by  Governor  Mitcheil 


himself,  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  December,  Qom* 
munieated  with  the  President's  Message  of  the 
25th  of  March  last,  that  the  Indians  of  Fowltown 
were  inclined  to  be  friendly,  and  had  offered  to 
unite  with  the  other  friendly  tribes.  Ten  days 
after  this  most  infamous  transaction,  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1817,  the  boat  sent  by  Major  Muh* 
lenburg,  under  Lieutenant  Scott,  with  forty  per- 
sons, including  sick,  and  women,  and  children, 
was  attacked,  and  all  on  board  were  killed  but 
six»  The  fate  of  these  hapless  and  innocent  per- 
sons is  truly  lamentable— it  was  the  inevitable 
consequenee  of  the  recent  massacre  and  pUli^e 
of  Fowltown. 

Let  us  pause  a  moment,  and  retrace  the  facts. 
Is  it  not  manifest  th^t  we  have  been  the  aggres- 
sors in  this  war — very  much  the  aggressors? 
That  the  Indians  have  been  assailed,  and,  even 
when  assailed*  have  fallen  short  of  their  invaders 
in  acto  of  savage  cruelty  ?  Tbi^t  all  the  pettv 
depredations  an^  murders,  except  these  which 
have  now  been  more  particularly  detailed,  woiUd 
easily  but  for  these,  have  been  adjusted  by  ouf 
agent,  and  reciprocal  j[ustice  rendered? 

Another  consideration  of  no  small  moment 
here  presents  iuelf.  We  have  called  loudly  on 
Spain. for  ihe  fulfilment  of  her  treaty  stipulation^ 
to  resuain  the  Indians  within  her  limits  from 
engaging  in  hostilities  against  us.  This  how- 
ever  can  only  mean  offensive  hostilities.  It  can 
never  be  pretended  that  Spain  is  bound  by  treaty 
to  disarm  the  Indians  in  Florida,  and  preclude 
them  from  the  common  privilege  of  all  nations 
and  all  beinffs — the  right  of  defending  themselves 
when  attacked — much  less  can  Spatn  in  such  a 
war  be  obliged  to  join  the  assailants  in  the  san- 
guinary work  of  Indian  extermination^ 

The  aUack  and  destruction  «of  Scott's  party, 
and  the  perilous  situation  of  Major  Mublen- 
burgh,  excited  universal  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  the  latter.  Few  were  informed  of  the 
origin  of  the  Indian  hostility  \  few  made  inquiry, 
or,  if  they  did,  could  obtain  any  satisfactory  an- 
swer. It  is  but  candid  to  presume,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  very  imperfectly  apprised  of  the 
true  state  of  the  late  most  wanton  destruction  of 
the  Indian  village,  or  of  the  friendly  or  neutral 
disposition  of  its  suffering  inhabitants.  Uncon- 
nected with  this  previous  provocation,  the  de- 
struction of  Scott's  party  must  have  been  deemed 
the  signal  for  decisive  measures.  Accordingly, 
General  Jackson,  commanding  the  division  ofthe 
South,  was  summoned  to  the  field,  and  invested 
with  the  supreme  coipmand.  The  letter  from 
the  Department  of  War,  dated  the^th  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  IS  cited  by  the  advocates  of  his  subse- 
quent measures,  as  containing  unlimited  power 
to  manage  the  war  at  his  discretion.  He  accord- 
ingly ordered  out  the  militia  of  Tennessee,  to 
meet  those  of  Georgia  and  the  regular  forces ; 
repaired  himself  to  the  theatre  of  action  i  took 
the  necessary  measures  to  provide  supplies;  and 
by  the  latter  part  of  March  he  was  prepared,  with 
a  powerful  ibrce,  to  enter  Florida^  Nothing 
could  resist  his  march*  The  Indians  fled  before 
him;  their  villages^  the  Mickasnklan  towns,  wer^ 
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ravaged  and  destroyed,  and  their  popolation  dis- 
persed through  the  swamps  aod  morasses  to  per- 
ish with  hanger,  unless  they  were  so  fortunate 
as  to  find  a  speedier  death  under  the  tomahawk 
of  General  Mcintosh  and  his  friendly  Indians. 

From  these  scenes  of  derastation  our  army 
marched  raoidly  on  St.  Marks,  a  Spanish  fortress; 
and  Gfeneral  Jackson  was  informed  that  the  In- 
dians had  frequently  resorted  there ;  had  been 
protected ;  furnished  with  ammunition ;  and  their 
consultations  held  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
commandant,  who  had  confessed  his  fears  that 
the  Indians  would  take  adrantaffe  of  his  weak- 
ness, and  occupy  the  post  in  defiance  of  hii  au- 
thority. He  therefore  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  post  to  himself.  The  commander  denied 
most  or  the  allegations  against  him,  and  utterly 
refused  to  surrender.  Our  General  therefore  wita 
Tery  little  delay,  entered  the  fort  ^  by  Tiolence^" 
lowered  the  Spanish  ensicn,  and  erected  ours  m 
its  place.  Previous  to  tnis  however  Suwanee, 
another  Indian  village  on  the  river  of  that  name, 
had  been  plundered  and  burnt  in  the  same  man- 
ner with  those  of  Mickasuky,  and  their  fields 
desolated.  Arbuthnot,  an  English  trader,  was 
captured  in  the  family  and  under  the  protection 
of  the  Spanish  commandant ;  and  Amorister,  an 
English  lieutenant  of  marines  in  or  near  Suwa- 
nee, where  he  had  led  a  body  of  negroes  and 
Indians.  The  General  now  appeared  to  think  the 
war  at  an  end.  and  professed  to  intend  shortly  to 
return  to  Nashville.  Early  in  May  however  he 
was  informed  that  from  four  to  five  hundred  In- 
dians were  in  Pensacola  or  its  neighborhood. 
He  immediately  despatched  a  detachment  under 
Maior  Young,  to  whom  after  some  explanations 
eighty-seven  Indians,  including  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  surrendered  to  be  escorted  to  a  safe 
distance.  Not  satisfied  with  this  humiliating 
concession,  and  the  assurances  of  the  Qovernor 
of  Pensacola  that  no  Indians  were  or  had  been 
harbored  there,  except  such  as  bad  long  been  and 
then  were  employed  in  furnishing  wood  and 
other  supplies  to  the  garrison  ana  inhabitants, 
General  Jackson  resolutely  demands  the  surren- 
der of  the  town  and  the  fortress  of  St.  Carlos  de 
Barancas.  This  demand  was  peremptorily  re- 
fused b]r  the  Got ernor,  who  protested  against  the 
occupation  of  Florida  by  our  army,  and  threat- 
ened, if  General  Jackson  persisted,  to  repel  force 
by  force.  This  threat  was  disregarded;  our  army 
shortly  after  entered  the  city,  and  prepared  to 
attack  the  fort,  which  was  at  last  surrendered  by 
capitulation,  and  the  Governor  and  garrison  sent 
out  of  the  province.  The  execution  of  the  two 
Indian  chiefs  who  had  been  decoyed  into  our 
PIQWer.  and  the  trial  by  court  martial  and  execu- 
tion of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  had  taken  place 
several  weeks  previous  to  the  seizure  of  Pensa- 
cola. 

This  concise  narrative  of  the  prominent  events 
of  the  campaign  was  necessary,  before  consider- 
ing the  points  in  controversy.  Let  us  now  ad- 
vance from  the  origin  of  the  war  to  its  progress 
and  conduct  under  General  Jackson.  It  is  proper 
to  remark  here,  that  he  was  not  authorized  by  a 


strict  adherence  to  his  orders,  incladiDg  tka 
previously  ffiven  to  General  Gaines,  to  enter  the 
Spanish  or  Indian  territory.    By  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  9th  of  December,  1817. 
Gkneral  Gaines  was  ordered  to  enter  Eloriit, 
onljr  if  the  Indians  persevered  in  committing  hoi* 
tilities  **' within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.'' 
No  such  hostilities  wet e  committed.   Erentlie 
attack  on  Scott's  party,  provoked,  as  lias  ka 
stated,  bv  the  previous  destruction  of  Fovltovi. 
was  within  the  boundary  of  Florida.  Bf  ihi 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  dated  the  16tk  Deeember, 
General  Gaines  is  autnorized  to  marth  across  tie 
Florida  line,  should  the  Indians  still  refnse  repa- 
ration for  depredations  "on  our  citizens',  udio 
attack  them,  unless  sheltered  under  a  SpuiA 
fort,"  and  in  the  last  event  to  notify  thtWu 
Department.    The  documents  sent  us  gire  qs  ao 
information  what  depredations  are  intended  bf 
this  expression  in  the  letter,  nor  does  it  t^ 
that  any  reparation  was  demanded  of  the  mm 
or  refused  bj^  them;  unless  the  efforts  ofovih* 
dian  agent  for  mutual  reparation  is  referred  % 
which  we  haf  e  already  mentioned,  and  vbieh 
were  in  a  fair  train,  till  the  wanton  attack  ot 
their  town  put  an  end  to  pacific  overtures.  Wbete, 
then,  is  found  the  authority  of  General  Jaeksn 
to  march  into  Florida  1    His  advocates  find  iiit 
the  unlimited  power,  conferred  on  him  bf  ik 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  26th  of  Deeeober, 
before  mentioned.    Suppose,  then,  the  order  in 
broad  enough  to  warrant  him  in  marcblofu 
Florida,  and  attacking  the  Indians,  witboat  re- 
garding the  conditions  to  which  General  Jidbia 
had  been  restricted ;  in  other  words,  witbosttbe 
necessity  of  pursuing  invaders  or  punisbiiig  de- 
predation.   This  is  conceding  much  to  a  liberd 
construction  of  the  General's  military  powen. 
But  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  inqaireiiio 
the  validity  of  the  ground  assumed  for  theseizart 
of  the  Spanish  posts.  The  gentleman  from  Peas- 
sf  Ivania  (Mr.  Hopkirson)  has  drawn  a  ^^ 
nice  and  attenuated  distinction  between  thee^ 
ture  of  St.  Marks  and  that  of  Pensacola.  He 
thinks  the  former  may  be  justified  on  tbegronDd 
of  necessity,  while  he  admits  that  no  stmcieat 
justification  is  shown  for  the  occapation  of  c^ 
latter.    It  requires  great  confidence  in  ^^^ 
tnde  of  my  principles  to  encourage  me  io  d^' 
ing  from  that  gentleman.    In  the  present  os^  1 
hope  such  a  disagreement  will  be  pardooed.  ne 
denies  the  validity  of  all  General  Jaeksoo's  rea- 
sons  for  seizing  St.  Marks,  except  the  imminent 
danger  of  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  thclndinQS] 
and  of  its  guns  and  bulwarks  being  tboa  em- 
ployed against  our  army.    Suppose,  sifs  be.  two 
combatants  see  a  man  approaching  them  with t 
drawn  sword— either  of  them  has  a  right  to  seize 
it  by  force,  if  he  perceives  that  his  antagonist  s 
about  to  do  so.    The  trespass  on  this  stisngerbj 
forcibljr  taking  the  sword,  is  justified  bf  extreoK 
necessity,  as  his  life  must  be  sacrificed  if  bis  aA* 
tagonist  should  obtain  possession  of  it.    1*^'^  ?! 
ample  shows  that  only  extreme  necessity  otp^ 
to  be  alleged  to  excuse  the  trespass;  bo^i^befi 
it  is  compared  with  the  case  of  St.  Marls,  ^v 
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mnalofy  wholly  fails.  Two  eircoaiBtaiices  must 
concur  to  jastify  the  seizure,  oa  the  groqad  of 
neeessitjr — a  moral  certaioty  that  the  enemy 
would  seize  the  fort,  in  case  we  did  not ;  and  an 
equal  certainty,  that  in  the  enemy's  possession  it 
would  be  fatal  or  extremely  injurious  to  us.  In 
both  these  points,  the  gentleman's  ease  is  a  (air 
illustration  of  his  argument;  but  in  neither  of 
them  does  the  occupation  of  St.  Marks  coincide. 
The  Indians  were,  indeed,  admitted  freely  into 
the  place,  and  eiren  supplied  with  ammunition 
occasionally,  in  the  same  manner,  for  aught 
which  appears,  and  as  is  alleged  by  the  com- 
xaandantyas  had  been  customary  in  time  of  peace ; 
hot  there  is  no  indication  of  any  intention  on  their 
part  to  seize  the  guns  and  turn  out  the  garrison, 
notwithstanding  the  commandant  had  ezpressea 
some  fears  of  that  sort  long  before.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  it  be  asserted  that  such  a  seizure 
by  sueh  an  enemy  could  have  been  fatal,  or  eren 
«  serious  annoyance  to  our  army?  In  the  pos* 
session  of  a  Spanish  garrison,  who  well  under- 
stood  the  management  of  its  defences,  it  was  ta- 
ken, and  taken  '<  by  violence,"  almost  as  soon  as 
sommoned.  If,  therefore,  the  untaught  savages 
had  actually  obtained  exclusive  possession,  it 
would  not  have  delayed  the  march  of  our  army 
a  single  day,  scarcely  an  hour,  in  its  reduciien. 
Where,  then,  ia  the  extreme  necessity,  on  which 
the  gentlemaa  has  thought  proper  to  justify  the 
unwarrantable  aggression  on  a  neotral  nation  ? 

The  capture  ol  Pensacola  and  the  Batancas, 
and  the  expulsion  of  the  Governor  and  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty's  garrison,  are  placed  on  a  basis 
still  more  tottering  and  untenable.    The  harbor- 
ing, and  even  supplying  the  Indians,  cannot,  with 
any  shadow  of  sound  argument,  be  alleged  as  a 
pretext  for  immediate  attack  on  our  part.    If  all 
which  was  asserted  by  our  commander,  and  much 
more,  were  admitted  to  be  true,  for  tne  sake  of 
the  argument,  though  it  is  in  a  great  measure 
denied  or  explained  by  Don  Masot,  it  ought  to 
have  been  reported  by  the  Qeneral  to  the  War 
Department,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  Qenezal 
Graines's  orders.  The  Bxecutive  could  then  have 
decided  what  course  comported  with  the  alleged 
necessity  of  seizure,  as  well  as  with  our  relations 
with  Spain,  and,  above  all,  with  its  own  Consti- 
tuiional  powers.  Since  necessity  and  self-defence 
are  the  alleged  ground  of  seizure^  let  us  see  how 
fisf  *' defence,"  or  any  other  useful  purpose,  has 
been  effected  by  it.    No  Indians  were  captuted 
in  Pensacola  or  the  Barancas,  the  aged  Alabama 
chief  only  excepted ;  none  were  killed  or  destroyed 
in  consequence  of  the  occupation  of  those  places. 
The  four  or  five  hundred,  mentioned  in  the  Gen- 
eral's letter,  made  their  escape,  and  cannot  be  the 
less  hostile,  by  seeing  Pensaeoia  in  possession  of 
the  American  forces.    Their  expulsion  from  the 
place  had  been  completely  efltected  by  Migor 
Young,  to  whom  all  tnat  remained  had  beenaur- 
rendered.    What  advantage,  then,  was  gained  in 
the  war  by  capturing  the  place?    None,  certain- 
ly.    To  say  that  a  measure  was  dictated  by  the 
necessity  of  self-defence,  when  so  far  from  being 
neoettaiy,  it  was  not  even  nseful,  or  in  any  re- 
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spect  conducive  to  the  end,  is  palpably  absurd. 
So  sensible  are  the  advocates  ol  the  measure  of 
this,  that  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  H. 
Nslbon}  had  declared,  that  if  he  would  withhold 
his  thanks  from  Gleaeral  Jackson,  it  should  be. 
because  he  had  not  also  occupied  St.  Augustine  f 
And  this,  sir,  on  the  principles  assumed  by  the 
General  and  his  friends,  is  a  just  view  of  his  con- 
duct ;  if  the  seizure  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola 
were  necessary,  that  of  St.  Augustine  was  at  least 
equally  so.  av  leaving  the  strongest  Spanish 
fortress  untouched, all  m vantage  was  lost,  which 
would  have  resulted  from  taking  the  other  posts. 
The  Indians  escaped,  and,  if  protected  by  the 
Spanish  authorities^  they  still  have  shelter  under 
a  strong  post  occupied  by  their  friends.  Ail  this 
reasoning,  however,  goes  to  prove  merely  that  no 
advantage  was  gained,  and  that  anything  like 
necessity  was  altogether  out  of  the  question.  But 
the  gentleman  last  mentioned  has  found  in  his 
learned  researches  in  the  pages  of  Grotius  and 
Puffendorf,  a  very  ingenious  escape  from  the 
difficulty  under  which  his  hero  labors,  in  a  defi- 
nition of  the  term,  necessitv.  Besides  the  ordi- 
nary meaning  of  tne  word,  he  finds  that  there  is 
also  mentioned  a  necessity  of  safety,  and  a  neces- 
sity of  convenience.  There  was,  indeed,  an  "  ex- 
treme necessity"  for  the  advocates  of  the  General 
to  make  this  most  convenient  discovery.  In  this 
sense  the  ^'  necessity,"  so  often  resorted  to  as  an 
excuse  for  outrage. and  injustice,  will  always  be 
the  most  convenient  talisman  inoAginable.  No 
possible  violation  of  the  Constitution,  no  violence, 
A  crime,  will  ever  want  a  justification.  To 
state  the  gentleman's  argument  fairly,  however, 
he  thUiks  the  "  necessity  of  safety"  is  the  ground 
to  be  assumed  in  General  Jackson's  vindication 
in  the  present  ease.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  this 
phrase  is  as  flexible  in  its  application  as  the  ne- 
cessity of  convenience.  What  is  safety  7  While 
Indians  exist,  while  Spain  holds  fortresses  on  this 
continent,  we  can  never  be  properly  safe.  Spain 
must  be  aispossessed,  the  savages  exterminated 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi,  to  the  Stony 
Mountains,  to  Columbia  river,  from  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien  to  the  Yellow  Stone  river,  and  the 
northern  extreme  of  the  polar  region.  The  ne- 
cessity of  safety,  therefore,  will  vie  the  necessity 
of  convenience  in  afibrding  a  broad  canopy  for 
the  shelter  of  every  assailant  of  liberty,  or  of  the 
rights  of  peaceful  nations  on  our  frontiers. 

JLet  us  examine,  howeveri  thegroundson  which 
the  General  himself  has  thought  proper  to  justify 
the  captures.  "The  immutaole  principle  of  self- 
defence"  is  again  and  again  resorted  to;  in  his 
letters  to  the  Governor  and  commander  of  the 
fortresses ;  in  his  official  letters  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War;  in  the  general  orders  to  the  army. 
The  immutable  principle  of  self-defence  1  A 
powerful  army  pursuing  a  fugitive  race  of  half 
armed  and  unresisting  savages;  not  once  en- 
countered by  those  timid  foes,  whose  half-starved 
families  were  unable  even  to  escape  by  the  most 
precipiuite  flight.  Such  an  army  seizes  the  posts 
and  garrisons  pf  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at 
peace,  to  enable  itself  to  make  a  "defence" 
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against  saoh  an  enemy  or  phantom  of  an  enemf . 
Oh,  ftraege  perrenion  of  langaaffe !  Never  let 
Qs  listen  to  sach  a  subterfuge.  Far  better  is  it 
to  speak  out  and  exhibit  to  the  world  the  true 
reasons,  which  in  those  same  documents  suffi- 
ciently appear.  Whilst  the  miserable  subterfu^ 
of  sell-defence  is  so  often  repeated,  we  see  by  its 
side. the  real  motives,  by  which  the  commander 
was  evidently  actuated  in  the  whole  campaign. 
In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  5th  of  May, 
1818,  the  General  states,  that  while  Spain  has 
not  the  power  or  will  to  preserve  her  Indians  at 
peace  with  us,  "  no  security  can  be  given  to  our 
southern  frontier  without  occupying  a  cordon  of 
posts  along  the  seashore."  This  must  mean  Pen- 
sacola,  St.  Marks,  St.  Augustine,  and  any  other 
convenient  places  for  forts.  In  his  letter  of  the 
8ih  of  April  preceding,  besides  the  other  reasons, 
he  says,  "  St.  Marks  was  necessary  as  a  depot  to 
'  insure  success  to  my  operations ;  these  eonsid- 
'  erations  determined  me  to  occupy  it  with  an 

<  American  force.**  After  the  occupation  of  Pcn- 
sacola  and  the  expulsion  of  the  Spanish  garrison, 
he  seems  much  gratified  with  the  acquisitions 
he  has  made,  and  speaks  of  them  as  conquered 
territory.  In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
2d  of  June,  1818,  he  says,  "the  articles."  between 
himself  and  the  Spanish  Governor,  "with  but 

<  one  condition,  amount  to  a  complete  cession  to 
'  the  United  States  of  that  portion  of  the  Floridas 
*  hitherto  under  the  government  of  Don  Jose 
'  Masot."  Afterwards,  in  the  same  letter,  he 
states  that  Captain  Gkidsden  is  instructed  to  re- 
port, among  other  things,  "what  new  wonts 
should  be  erected  to  give  permanent  security  to 
this  insportant  territorial  addition  to  our  Repub- 
lic.'* Such  open  avowals  lead  us  unavoidably 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  object  of  the  General 
was  conquest,  ana  conquest  alone ;  that  he  mere- 
ly sought  pretexts  for  acts  of  hostility  in  allega- 
tions of  unfriendly  acts  or  weakness  on  the  part 
of  the  Spanidh  commanders. 

Sir,  I  nave  perfect  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  magnanimous  principles  of  the  Executive 
and  his  Constitutional  counsellors.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  orders  were  given  to  the  General, 
except  those  which  are  disclosed  to  Congress  ana 
to  the  world — no  others  are  mentioned  or  hinted 
at  by  himself,  or  by  those  who  undertake  his 
defence.  To  my  mind  this  is  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory. Bor,  sir,  let  us  remember  that  the  eyes  of 
European  nations  are  upon  all  our  measures. 
Republican  America  must  expeeta  strict  scrutiny 
of  her  policy  and  her  principles ;  she  ought  to  be 
prepared  for  such  a  scrutiny  ;  she  ought  to  invite 
it.  To  pass  this  ordeal  with  honor  to  our  Repub- 
lican character,  for  the  sake  of  general  freeuom, 
and  to  disappoint  the  calumniators  of  Republics, 
should  be  pre-eminently  the  object  of  our  enlight- 
ened Government.  In  this  view  I  cannot  but 
think  the  Seminole  campaign,  and  especially 
the  seizure  of  the  Spanish  posts,  as  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate. Acquitting,  as  1  do,  our  Government 
from  all  participation  in  the  occupation  of  those 
posts,  I  cannot  expect  foreign  nations  will  view 
tt  with  the  same  eye.    They  are  well  apprized 


of  our  eonatant  cfibrts  for  yean  psst  to  acqm 
the  Floridas.  We  have  not  attempted  to  eoaccil 
them.  Our  negotiations  with  Spain  have  bea 
made  public  from  time  to  time,  and  our  constnc- 
tiott  or  the  treaty,  by  which  LKiaisiaoa  was  ceded, 
our  consequent  occupation  of  a  great  part  k 
West  Florida,  our  recent  seizure  of  Amelia  Isl- 
and, on  its  coast,  and  many  other  circnmstaaca 
connected  with  this  territory*,  have  all  bees  at- 
tentively watched  by  European  soverdgns.  Tbef 
have  seen  in  them,  or  have  affected  to  see,  m 
faint  imitation  of  the  ambitions  and  OBpriaei- 
pled  cupidity,  which  charaeterizes  the  pohey  <A 
monarchical  Governments.  They  have  scarcely 
absuined  from  reproach,  though  onr  dt^osatists 
have  most  ably  vindicated  our  prineiptesia  these 
measures.  But  now,  when  we  have  s«ze&  the 
remainder  of  West  and  SUist  Florida,  with  the 
single  exception  of  St.  Augustine,  with  no  other 
justification  than  such  miserable  j^textsathave 
been  adverted  to,  what  diplomatic  skiU,  vhat 
eloquence,  can  interpose  its  brazen  shicid,  and 
repel  the  bitter  taunts  and  indignant  repru^es 
of  all  the  civilized  world  ?  Under  soch  a  load 
of  contumely  the  proudest  Republican  must  bate 
sunk  with  shame.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rejoice  is 
say  that  our  Executive  was  not  Insensible  to  ike 
situation  of  our  country's  honor,  to  the  impertuft 
claim  of  principle,  and  the  insignificance  of  taj 
acquisition  of  territory,  compared  vrlth  naiieoai 
character.  The  places  were  ordered  to  be  le- 
stored,  and  the  restoration  is  a  disarowal  of  the 
acts  of  the  General  in  their  seixare.  Asftr  Si 
our  national  character  is  concerned,  let  as  bop 
that  the  disavowal  and  restoration  will  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  ablution  from  the  suin  o£  iojostice^ 
1  am  well  aware,  that  it  has  been  attempted  e: 
involve  the  Bxecutive  in  the  odium,  and  it  is  act 
without  great  satisfaction  I  am  able  to  dedare 
that  I  think  the  attempt  has  been  onsucccfsfoi 
If  it  were  otherwise,  however,  I  trust  I  shoak 
not  shrink  from  my  duty,  or  labor  to  palliate  t 
series  of  aggression  on  a  neighboring  ostioa, 
which  the  impartial  world  could  not  hot  eoademn. 
Those  who  would  identify  the  Szeeutire  with 
Oeneral  Jackson,  in  the  censurable  acte  of  the 
campaign,  in  their  anxiety  to  prove  their  esse  mn 
scarcelv  discreet  in  some  of  their  argoaeocs. 
They  begin  with  the  letter  of  the  Secreiary  of 
War  of  the  26th  December,  1817,  to  the  General, 
in  which  he  is  first  ordered  to  take  the  field. 
They  find  unlimited  power  conveyed  to  hina  in 
the  closing  sentence— ^<  With  this  view,  you  may 

*  be  prepared  to  concentrate  your  foice,  and  to 
'  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  terminate  i 

<  oonflict  which  it  has  ever  been  the  desire  of  the 

*  President,  from  considerations  of  humanity  t£ 

<  avoid."  dbc.  <'  The  necessary  measures,''  an. 
by  these  reasooers,  interpreted  to  mean  all  orasr 
measures,  at  the  General's  diacretion,  whic£ 
might  have  a  tendency  to  terminate  the  war. 
An  honoiable  gentleman  from  New  Y^ork  (Mr. 
Tallmaoqb)  attributed  the  broad  terms  of  thts 
order  to  the  news  then  recently  received  at  Wash- 
ington, of  the  destruction  of  Lieutenant  Seott'a 
party  by  the  Indians;  but  could  an  attack  hy 
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the  Indians  be  any  reason  for  issaing  an  order  to 
the  General,  which  could  authorize'  him  to  at- 
tack a  Spanish  fort?  Nothing  can  be  more 
groundless.  From  the  whole  letter  it  is  evident 
that  the  Secretary  has  in  Tiew  a  war  with  the 
Indians  only ;  they  alone  are  mentioned,  and  the 
orders  to  General  Gaines  to  penetrate  to  the  Sem- 
inole towns,  through  Florida,  immediately  pre- 
cedes the  expression  above  cited.  The  war  with 
Che  Indians  being,  then,  the  subject  matter,  it 
must  be  straining  a  point  very  bard  indeed  to 
arrest  the  expression  to  any  other  meaning,  than 
to  take  such  warlike  measures  against  the  In- 
dians themselves,  as  would  most  effectually  sub- 
due them.  But,  jn  truth,  the  Secretary  never 
intended  by  this  expression,  after  having  given 
Oenerai  Jackson  jwrticolar  orders,  by  referring 
to  those  alreadjr  eiven  to  General  Gaines,  and 
'Which  were  copied  for  his  use,  to  give  any  addi- 
tional power  whatever.  It  was  merely  saying — 
*'  Yon  have  your  particular  orders,  march  into 
'  Florida,  attack  the  Indians ;  if  they  take  shelter 
'  under  a  Spanish  fortress  abstain  from  attacl^ 
'  and  inform  the  Executive— concentrate  your 

*  force,  and  with  these  limitations  finish  the  war 

*  as  speedily  as  possible.*'  This  interpretation 
conclusively  appears  to  be  that  of  the  Executive 
himself,  in  nis  Message  to  Congress  of  the  35th  of 
March  last.  The  President  there  assures  Congress 
that  orders  "  were  issued  to  the  General  in  com- 

*  mand  not  to  enter  Florida  unless  it  be  in  pursuit 

*  of  an  enemy,  and  in  that  case  to  respect  the 

*  Spanish  authority,  wherever  it  is  maintained." 
This  being  three  months  subsequent  to  the  un- 
limited order  so  much  relied  on,  of  the  26th  of 
December,  sufficiently  shows  that  the  unbounded 
sense  contended  for  was  never  once  suspected  by 
him  to  be  couched  under  the  expression  in  the 
letter,  and  it  shows,  further,  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  authorize  our  army  to  enter  Florida, 
€xcept  in  ^  pursuit  of  the  enemy ;"  a  contingency 
that  never  happened. 

fiut,  say  the  gentlemen,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  orders  to  General  Jackson,  the  Execu- 
tive has  assumed  that  responsibility,  by  appro- 
Ting  his  conduct.  To  prove  their  position,  they 
direct  our  attention  to  the  President's  Message. 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  and 
Tvitfa  still  more  exultation  to  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  our  Minister  at  Madrid, 
dated  the  28th  of  November  last,  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers.  From  the  former, 
however,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  difficult  to 
glean  anything  like  approbation  of  the  acts  in 
question.  The  language  of  the  President  is  very 
yarded,  when  he  touches  on  the  subject,  and  the 
most  favorable  expression  to  the  Gkneral's  oecu* 
pation  of  the  posts  is  merely  hypothetical,  and 
seems  rather  intended  to  prevent  a  premature 
impression  against  him:  that  Congress  mi^ht 
consider  and  determine  the  important  question 
between  unauthorized  military  assumption  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  country  on  the  other,  with  minds  unbiassed 
by  Executive  influence.  The  great  services  of 
the  individual  concerned,  in  the  former  war,  en- 


tided  him  to  the  utmost  indulgence  on  the  part 
of  the  Government ;  and  there  is  no  appearance 
that  the  same  consideration  will  not  have  its  full 
weight  in  the  decision  of  this  House.  The  Sec- 
retary's leuer  would  seem,  indeed,  at  first  sight, 
to  intend  not  only  a  justification  of  the  hostile 
acts  committed  against  Spain,  but  an  eulogy  on 
the  General  no  less  than  on  the  Government,  for 
their  magnanimity  in  forbearing  so  lon^.  It  is 
indeed  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment and  to  the  world,  on  the  subjects  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  nations.  But  it  ought 
to  be  considered,  that  it  is  addressed  to  the  Span- 
ish Government,  not  to  our  own  country ;  and  it 
was  proper,  as  an  advocate  representing  this 
country,  to  enumerate  the  catalogue  of  grievances 
and  provocations  on  the  part  of  Spain,  which  led 
to  the  occupation  of  their  provinces,  and  to  place 
them  in  their  strongest  li|^ht.  Though  these 
might  not,  on  a  cool  examination,  amount  to  a 
complete  justification  for  us  as  a  nation,  they  may 
approach  so  near  it  as  to  authorize  the  rhetorical 
license  of  the  vindicator  of  his  country,  in  con- 
sidering them  as  such.  In  adjusting  a  long  train 
of  mutual  grievances,  it  is  right  to  show  that 
Spain  can  be  entitled,  after  the  prompt  restoration 
01  the  posts,  to  only  nominal  damages  for  their 
seizure.  If  Spain  insists  that  the  seizure  is  not 
ju8tifi^,and  requires  indemnity  for  her  wounded 
dignity,  as  well  as  actual  damage,  the  reply  is, 
that  the  prompt  disavowal  and  restitutibn  suffi- 
ciently heals  the  former,  and  the  latter  ought 
fairly  to  be  set  off  against  the  irregularities  of  the 
Spanish  governors  and  commandants,  which  led 
to  the  aggression.  But,  sir.  this  leaves  the  charge 
against  (General  Jackson  for  his  violation  of  his 
orders  and  of  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  by 
assuming  the  war-making  power,  altogether  un- 
touched. With  this  controversy  Spain  has  no 
concern,  and  the  Secretary  can  by  no  means  be 
understood  to  have  expressed  any  opinion  respect- 
ing it,  in  this  letter.  It  would  have  been  alto- 
gether irrelevant  and  extra-judicial.  Not  a  word 
or  syllable  in  the  letter  has  any  bearing  on  these 
points.  These,  however,  are  the  points  exclusively 
submitted  by  the  resolutions  before  us ;  and  these 
are  to  be  decided  between  General  Jackson  and 
his  country.  Our  differences  with  Spain,  the 
proper  and  only  object  of  the  letter  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  our  Minister,  are  not^nd  cannot,  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  until  iheEzecutive  shall  have 
laid  the  subject  betore  us  in  the  form  of  a  ratified 
treaty,  or  to  enable  us  to  determine  on  hostile 
measures,  for  the  purpose  of  redress.  Let  it  not 
be  attempted,  therefor,  to  screen  the  military  offi- 
cer under  the  cloak  of  the  Ezecutive.  As  his 
hostile  aggressions  against  Spain  were  not  au- 
thorized by  his  orders,  so  they  have  never  been 
adopted  and  assumed  by  the  Executive ;  and  if 
they  had  been  so  assumed,  it  would  merely  trans- 
fer a  portion  of  the  resDNonstbiiity,  without  di- 
minishing the  injury  ana  affront  to  our  violated 
Constitution. 

The  Military  Committee  have  only  disap- 
proved the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambriiter,  and  have  not  animadverted  on  the 
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fzecution  without  tritl,  wtthoat  neeenitf,  and 
ahnoat  without  pretext,  of  the  nnfortoiiate  In- 
dian chiefs  Hemaihlemico  and  Francis,  or  HtUis 
Hajo.  It  is  ny  intention,  hefore  the  qoestion  is 
taken,  to  more  an  amendment  of  the  resolution, 
by  the  insertion  of  a  disapprobation  of  their  ex- 
ecution likewise.  I  am  here  constrained  to  dis- 
sent from  the  opinion  of  the  sentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hopkin80n^  and  from  one 
or  two  others,  who  htve  endeaTored  to  show  that 
the  strict  right,  by  the  laws  of  war,  existed  in  the 
commander,  to  pot  those  savages  to  death,  al* 
though  they  reprehend  the  exercise  of  the  right, 
in  the  most  pointed  languaffe.  Sir,  I  deny  the 
right  altogether,  and  I  think  it  susceptible  of 
demonstration,  tnat  it  does  not  exist  in  the  cir- 
cumstances supposed. 

The  '*  unmodified  law  of  war,"  says  the  gentle- 
man, authorizes  the  destruction  of  all  enemies, 
and  the  relaxation  in  favor  of  prisoners  is  merely 
by  compact  among  ciTiIised  nations.  But,  he 
inquires,  have  the  Indian  tribes  in  any  way  be- 
come entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  compact, 
which  they  have  never  adopted  ?  And  he  con- 
eludes  they  have  not  become  so,  either  bf  adop- 
tion on  their  part,  or  by  general  usage  of  civiliM 
nations  in  their  favor,  when  at  war  with  them. 
But  these  premises,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  inadmis- 
sible in  themselves,  and  the  inference  must,  there- 
fore, be  equally  so.  Admitting  the  right  of  an 
injured  nation,  whether  civilized  or  sava^  to 
seek  redress  by  war,  the  injury  and  sufieriog  to 
be  inflicted  on  the  enemy  cannot  be  lawfully  ex- 
tended further  than  is  conducive  to  the  object  of 
the  war.  The  object  is  to  conquer  the  enemy, 
and  compel  him  to  do  justice.  The  usages  or 
savage  nations,  to  murder  all  prisoners,  even 
women  and  children,  seem  to  have  led  to  the 
erroneous  opinion  that  indiscrimate  slaughter  is 
the  unmodified  state  of  war,  by  right.  Sut  the 
rightful  laws  of  war  are  immutable;  they  are  the 
same  between  the  most  ferocious  as  between  the 
most  humane  nations.  In  all  cases  the  evils  of 
war  must  be  limited  to  a  reasonable  probability 
of  efl^ectingthe  purpose  for  which  war  was  com- 
menced. The  lawfulness  of  war  itself,  in  the 
nature  of  self-defence,  for  redress  of  injuries,  can- 
not well  be  doubted ;  but  that  its  desolation  and 
carnage  ought  not  to  be  strictly  limited  to  the 
attainment  of  the  objects,  is  a  doctrine  which 
would  leffalize  wanton  cruelty  and  useless  blood- 
shed. The  murder  of  women  and  children— of 
decrepit  old  men — of  unarmed  peasantry,  and  of 
prisoners  who  surrender  their  arms,  and  can  be 
prevented  from  further  opposition  by  imprison* 
ment,  is  evidently  unnecessary,  as  in  no  degree 
tending  to  overcome  the  enemy ;  and  is,  there- 
fore, exploded  bycivilized  nations  as  an  intolera- 
ble barbarity.  To  prove,  therefore,  that  the  In- 
dian chiefs  ought  not  to  have  suffered  death,  it  is 
immaterial  whether  the  savage  tribes  have  be- 
come parties  to  any  compact  relaxing  the  severity 
of  war,  or  not ;  a  nation  at  war  with  them  is 
bound,  bj  the  paramournt  laws  of  immutable 
right,  to  inflict  no  useless  cruelty.  It  is  easy  to 
show  that  no  advantage  could  be  obtained  by 


cf udty  in  the  present  ease.  Tbe  Indians  ter 
not  death :  when  taken  prisoncra  they  are  armei 
against  its  terrors.  Their  frtends  and  cooatiy- 
men  never  attempt  to  save  them  by  ezehaife 
but  consider  them  as  alread]f  dead.  To  kill  thai 
can  have  no  tendency  to  intimidate  or  restrain 
their  countr]rtnen  from  barbarity  to  those  whs 
fall  into  their  hands.  It  ia  m(»re  like  to  ezas- 
perate,  and  to  increase  the  tormcnu^  their  vic- 
tims. For  this  reason  even  retaliation  on  sat- 
ages  is  wanton  cruelty-— for  retaliatioa  ia  war 
foils  not  on  the  offender,  bat  on  those  wiio  hai 
no  participation  in  the  wroagr.  The  maoeeat 
man  in  our  power  must  suffer  to  defer  our  ene- 
my from  the  repetition  of  hia  enonniues^  If  the 
pnnciple  advanced  by  the  gentleman  isconect} 
if  unmodified  war  authorizea  the  Qnlimited  ie- 
struction  of  the  enemy,  Qeaerai  Jaeksen  would 
have  been  within  the  pale  of  attict  right  em  if 
he  had  piit  to  death  all  tlie  wc»men  and  ehiidiea 
who  fell  into  his  hands^  amonntin^  to  sereral 
hundred.  It  is  not  to  be  admitted,  Ibr  a  moiBfiit, 
that  such  useless  slaughter  can  be  aancuofiedli^ 
the  broadest  construction  of  any  eode  of  wai&re; 
nor  will  I  believe  that  gentlemen  would  ban 
contended,  in  behalf  of  the  Qeneral,  evea  for  tk 
strict  right,  had  he  committed  sach  a  barbarttj. 
They  would  have  shrunk  with  horror  from  sask 
atrocity;  and  I  will  do  the  General  himself  tite 
justice  to  believe  that  he  would  hare  repeikd  the 
suggestion  with  indignation.  On  this  gn^ 
then,  the  execution  of  the  chiefs  cannot  be  sop- 
ported.  No  other  reason  can  be  offered,  oft 
sounder  character ;  and,  when  it  is  remembeRd 
that  one  of  them,  at  the  entreaty  of  his  daagto, 
spared  from  death  the  Georgian  soldier,  aad  r- 
stored  him  to  his  friends,  it  is  imposatble  to  it- 
strain  our  pity  for  his  unmerited  fate,  aad  oar 
strong  reprehension  of  the  doom  awarded  kna. 
Hitherto,  however,  we  have  proceeded  on  ibe 
ground  that  the  Indians  never  ^mre  their  pcii- 
oners;  but  it  is  universallsr  known  that  iheroke 
many  captives,  who  are  kindly  treated,  aaj  who 
afterwards  return  to  their  homes  in  safety.  The 
wars  between  the  early  settlers  and  the  natives 
in  the  Eastern  States,  are,  in  many  eases,  detailed 
with  great  minuteness  by  the  writers  of  tftose 
times;  and  it  appears  that  the  savages  oftes  sn^ 
prised  considerable  settlements,  and,  after  the 
violence  of  the  first  assault  had  ceased,  whole 
families  of  women  and  children  were  taken  into 
captivity,  and,  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
were  restored  to  their  friends.  Nor  was  it  asnai 
to  execute  savages  uken  by  the  colonists,  as  the 
eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes,  except 
for  imputed  treachery,  and  sometimes  for  ex- 
treme iMrbarity.  No  plausible  inducement  for 
this  act  of  severity  can  therefore  be  fouad  in  aif 
view  which  can  be  suggested.  Retaliation,  pas- 
ishmen^  and  strict  right,  are  equally  nnteaabk. 
Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  express  ^ 
strong  sensations  of  regret  and  sorrow,  with  wluck 
every  American  bosom  must  be  penetrated,  wAta 
it  is  seen  that  our  commanders  incline  to  exercise 
the  extreme  rights  of  war.  instead  of  kaniog  to 
the  side  of  mercy.    We  all  remember  the  mode- 
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mlion  and  elemencf  exhibited  bf  our  herote  na- 
ral  officers  and  Mamen,  in  the  late  oonfiict  with 
Oreat  Britain.  Our  enemy  was  justlf  chargeable, 
in  rery  many  instances,  with  extreme  severity 
and  wanton  cruelty.    The  brave  tars  captured  in 
our  private  armed  ships,  and  sometimes  in  oar 
national  vessels,  were  purposely  exposed|to  per- 
iah  by  hanger  and  cola,  in  the  rigors  of  Winter, 
on  board  their  captors.    It  seemeo  to  be  a  part  of 
Ufte  naval  system  of  that  nation,  which  boasts  so 
loodly  of  her  empire  on  the  ocean,  to  break  the 
apiriu  of  qur  seamen,  and  to  crush  oar  rising 
prowess  by  unheard  of  oarbaritv  to  their  prisoners. 
The  hunoreds  or  thousands  who  perished  under 
this  horrid  treatment  can  never  be  fully  exhibited 
to  their  country's  eye;  but  the  names  of  the  suf- 
ferers, and  the  fiendf-like  enormities  of  their  mur- 
derers, are  registered  in  heaven.     Retaliation 
might  have  been  resorted  to  by  the  laws  of  war ; 
but  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent  who  would  ner- 
ish  for  the  guilty,  and  the  doubtful  benefits  ot  the 
retaliatory  system,  where  particular  acts  of  atro- 
city could  not  easily  have  been  substantiated, 
prevented  the  adoption  of  such  a  course.    Our 
naval  character  was  beginning  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  Europe,  and  it  would  have  been  unfor- 
tunate to  have  drawn  in  question  the  humanity 
more  than  the  prowess  of  our  arms.    The  mode- 
mtion  in  victory ;  the  humanity  to  the  conquered; 
the  sympathy  for  the  victims  of  the  conflict,  dis- 
play^ in  every  situation  by  our  commanders  and 
acamen,  are,  in  my  judgment,  a  prouder  pledge 
of  our  national  glory  than  all  their  victories. 
These  are  beheld  and  pointed  out  by  foreign  na- 
tions as  tokens  of  future  triumph — as  emblems  of 
icpublioan  virtue — ^infallible  omeqs  of  q^eedy  as- 
cendency over  the  naval  tyranny  of  our  enemy. 
It  well  becomes  our  yreat  Republic,  and  should  be 
cultivated  as  a  precious  germ  of  our  national  cha- 
sncter,  to  nUticate  the  horrors  of  war.    Thoup;h 
yet  in  her  inmncy,  America  has  exerted  her  in- 
fluence among  the  nations,  in  behalf  of  insulted 
and  oppressed  humanity,  in  several  prominent 
instances.    She  has  powerfulijr  resisted  the  as- 
sumption, by  European  sovereL^s,  of  perpetual 
sdlegiance;  she  has  contended  for  the  inviolabil- 
ity of  neutral  rights  against  belligerent  seaxoh 
and  paper  blockades.    Let  her  never  shrink  from 
her  great  duty  of  asserting  the  rights  of  humaaitjr* 
Many  barbarous  practices  are  still  allowed  m 
war,  which  are  not  conducive  to  e£6ect  its  objects, 
and  are|  therefore,  mere  abuses  of  military  power. 
A  garrison  taken  by  assault  may  be  put  to  the 
•word;  a  city  taken  by  storm  may  be  pillaged, 
smd  its  inhabitants  consigned  to  the  fury  of  an 
unbridled  soldiery.    Nothing  can  be  more  abom- 
inable in  the  sight  of  Qod  and  man-— nothinf; 
more  completely  wanton  and  unnecessary.    It  is 
not  yet  settled,  that  a  commander  of  a  fortress, 
-who  bravely  defends  it  to  the  last  extremity,  may 
not  be  put  to  death  by  his  conquerors,  lor  his 
courage  and  fidelity.    The  execution  of  spies  is 
universally  admitted  in  the  code  of  civilized  war. 
The  case  of  Andre  is  in  point ;  none  have  ven- 
tured to  censure  his  execution,  who  have  admit- 
ted thaji  he  was  a  spy.    Oar  great  and  hamane 


commander  nve  him  over  to  execution,  no  doubt, 
with  great  reluctance,  in  consideration  of  his  un- 
commonly interesting  character ;  but  he  seemed 
to  consider  the  sacrifice  of  the  victim  as  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  army.  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say^  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  deeply  regret 
the  execution  of  Andre«  If  he  had  been  an  ordinary 
man,  I  should  still  have  regretted  it.  The  preser- 
vation of  any  army  cannot  in  any  degree  depend 
on  the  punishment  of  spies;  for  the  danger  of  this 
fate  will  never  deter  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
even  those  of  the  n|o&t  established  courage  and 
honor,  from  engaging  in  this  service.  It  is  not 
considered  immoral  or  dishonorable,  and  there- 
fore the  extreme  danger  incurred  increases  the 
merit,  and  the  honor,  and  the  reward  of  success* 
Hence,  it  is  demonstrable  that,  to  treat  captured 
spies  like  ordinary  prisoners  of  war  would  not 
increase  their  number,  nor  the  danger  of  an  army 
from  their  enterprises.  Let  us  then  examine, 
without  fear,  any  existing  practice  which  mili- 
tates against  the  righu  of  humanity,  and,  when- 
ever it  shall  be  found  substantially  unnecessary, 
let  us  boldly  explode  it,  and  not  doubt  that  our 
example  will  be  approved  and  adopted  by  other 
nations. 

If,  then,  in  waging  war  with  civilized  nations, 
it  is  the  part  of  America,  in  fulfilling  the  high 
duties  of  a  nation  pre-eminently  free,  and  who 
aims  at  the  distinction  of  being  pre-eminently 
virtuous  and  enlightened,  to  meliorate  the  evils 
of  war,  how  much  more,  in  her  wars  with  the. 
hapless  aboriginals,  should  she  adopt  and  strictly 
enforce,  a  system  of  mildness  ana  forbearance  ? 
Their  rapid  decline  and  approaching  extinction 
have  excited  the  commiseration  of  all  nations. 
Our  treatment  of  them  in  acquiring  their  lands— 
in  the  relations  of  peace,  and  especially  in  our 
frequent  wan,  is  narrowly  scrutinized.    With  an 
overwheloiiog  population,  and  irresistible  force, 
it  ill-becomes  us  to  allege  the  necessity  of  retalia- 
tion, or  selMefence,  in  vindication  of  acts  of  se- 
verity and  cruelty— of  the  desolation  of  towns, 
and  the  slaughter  of  prisoners.    Such  reasons 
will  be  heard  with  indignation  by  the  impartial, 
and  repelled  with  horror  by  the  humane.    While 
W]e  send  our  missionaries  to  carry  the  sacred 
scripture^  and  establish  schools  of  piety  and  mo- 
rality amonff  them,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  JoHHeon)  has  mentioned,  let  us  not 
frustrate  these  efforts  by  our  exaniple — by  the 
practical  exhibition  of  the  effects  of  religion  on 
its  professors.    With  that  holy  and  peaceful  re* 
ligion  ill  accord  the  graspinf^  of  their  territory, 
and  the  ravage  and  extermination  which  they 
have  lately  witnessed,  and  so  fatally  felt,  on  our 
southern  frontier.    The  execution  of  th^  two 
Englishmen,  Arbuthnot  aod  Ambrister,  remains 
to  be  considered.    The  foimer  had  been,  for  sev- 
eral yeara,  among  them,  employed  in  a  gainful 
traffic.    To  increase  his  influence  and  his  profits, 
he  appears  to  have  endeavored  to  acquire  politi- 
cal consequence,  by  becoming  the  organ  of  their 
complaints  and  of  their  wishes,  to  the  British 
Goverunient.    Th^  expulsion  of  the  Creeks  from 
their  lands,  by  Gknerai  Jackson^s  treaty,  or  '*ca- 
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pitalation,"  and  the  applieation  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  to  the  land  ceded  by  that  capitulation,  were 
subjects  aboat  which  they  consulted  him.  He 
advised  them  ^  not  to  go  to  war  with  the  United 
States,"*  foreseeing  it  must  erentually  be  their 
ruin  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  was  aciive  in  mak- 
ing a  representation  of  their  case  to  Governor 
Cameron,  of  the  Bahamas,  and  to  the  British 
Minister  at  Washington.  This  was  the  proper 
advice  to  give  them,  to  obtain  redress  or  their 
grievances  l>y  negotiation,  if  any  existed.  Ene^ 
land  was  a  party  to  the  treaty,  and  had  a  ri^ht 
to  be  informed  of  its  execution  or  violation. 
British  subjects,  or  even  American  citizens,  ought 
In  duty  to  refer  the  Indians  to  that  mode  of 
seeking  a  remedy.  Instead  of  instigating  a  war, 
this  conduct  of  Arbuthoot  tended  to  prevent  it. 
Not  a  word  can  be  found  in  the  printed  docu- 
ments, containing  his  private  papers,  seized  by 
our  army,  that  has  any  tendency  to  excite  a 
war,  or  exasperate  the  Indians,  but  all  show  a 
spirit  of  moderation ;  sometimes  applying,  in  the 
most  amicable  spirit,  to  our  Indian  agent,  Gov- 
ernor Mitchell;  sometimes  to  the  British,  and 
sometimes  to  the  Spanish  authorities.  If  these 
attempts  at  peaceful  adjustment  had  been  duly 
attended  to,  and  had  the  pacific  measures  of  our 
Indian  agent  been  pursued,  this  disastrous  war 
upon  the  injured  natives,  upon  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  upon  our  own  Con- 
stitution, waged  by  a  popular  commander,  and 
•apparently  prosecuted  on  the  strength  of  his  pop- 
ularity, would  never  have  happened.  In  the 
whole  evidence  against  Arbuthnot,  1  can  discern 
little  to  censure — nothing  to  merit  the  punish- 
ment awarded.  Ambrister  came  to  Florida  to 
assist  the  patriot  armament,  under  McGregor,  to 
conquer  that  province  from  Spain.  He  appears 
to  have  had  no  view  hostile  to  the  United  States, 
till  he  found  that  the  Indians  and  negroes,  whom 
he  expected  to  enlist  under  his  banner  against 
the  Spaniards,  were  invaded  and  driven  from 
their  homes  by  our  arms.  He  evidently  consid- 
ered them  as  acting  on  the  defensive,  and,  in  the 
moment  of  surprise,  on  being  informed  of  the  ap- 
proach of  our  army,  he  imprudently  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  Indians  and  negroes,  for 
the  purpose  of  resistance.  It  does  not  appear 
that  he  actually  encountered  our  troops,  or  led 
his  forces  to  combat ;  this,  however,  is  immaterial, 
for  in  either  case  he  could  only  be  treated,  not  as 
a  '*  pirate  and  outlaw/'  but  as  a  common  prisoner 
of  war.  It  is  conceding  too  much  to  say,  that 
this  momentary  union  with  the  Indians  divested 
him  of  his  right  to  be  treated  as  the  prisoners  of 
civilized  nations  are  treated.  It  does  not  ap|>ear 
that  he  participated  in  any  act  of  savage  ferocity ; 
if  he  had  acted  longer  with  the  Indians,  he  mignt 
even  have  restrained  their  ferocity.  His  knowl- 
edge of  their  comparative  weakness,  in  contend- 
ing with  us,  would  have  made  such  forbearance 
the  most  manifest  policy  on  their  part,  which 
would  have  been  more  obvious  to  him  than  to  the 
unenlightened  aavages. 

*DocameBt0  (66)  psge   156 — 157.     Arbnthnot's 
'-^nt  to  Govemor  Mitchell. 


But  with  respect  to  both  Arbathnot  tnd  &i. 
brister,  if  the  former  bad  been  the  9ok  iostifait 
of  the  war,  and  if  both  had  led  the  siragato  bit- 
tie,  and  had  fought  and  been  taken  hj  ibeirsidt, 
no  part  of  which  is  true  in  fact,  thef  coiiid  m 
have  been  justly  put  to  death  on  sof  prioci)iil& 
assumed  by  the  General,  nor  on  any  which  ban 
been  discovered  by  the  ability  aad  iDj^Ditytf 
his  advocates  in  this  House.  That  lodiins  titeo- 
selves  cannot  justly  be  put  to  deatli  when  tikn 
prisoners  of  war,  has  been  already  moAMjit- 
monstrated.  It  is  no  less  evident,  tkt  offiem 
and  soldiers  of  civilized  nations,  whofi^tbffiie 
side  of  savages,  engaf^ed  in  the  stoe  eiBse,  bat 
not  themselves  adopting  or  abetting  tke  ann 
cruelties,  cannot  be  justly  pot  to  deith.  The 
utmost  extent  to  which  this  right  hasbecBisenei 
in  the  present  debate,  assumes,  that  liditDpris* 
oners  may  be  pot  to  death,  and,  therefore,  ibeir 
civilized  associates  may  be  treated  in  ihesaoe 
manner.  The  premises  being  disprored,  (lie in- 
ference follows  of  course.  .Sappoie.  hotem, 
officers  or  soldiers  of  civilized  nations  out  be 
pot  to  death,  when  taken  prisoners,  bj  (he  Ian 
of  war,  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  ik 
American  armies,  and  their  British  anugoBsiSr 
in  the  last  war,  on  our  northern  frontier?  Luft 
bodies  of  Indians  engaged  with  both  parties,  uA 
made  common  cause  with  them.  The  barkrh 
ties  of  the  Indians  were  sometimea  eonmioe^u 
the  presence  of  British  officers,  withoai  btag 
restrained.  However  inhuman  soch  eoDoinne 
might  be,  it  was  never  contended  that  we  bait 
right  to  put  British  prisoners  to  death  becaae 
the  savages  were  in  their  ranks,  nor  to  irew 
their  entities ;  nor  did  the  British  assume  m 
a  right  against  us.  Even  in  the  Seminole  viri 
corps  of  Indians  co-operated  with  oor  anDr.  t» 
actually  engaged  in  the  work  of  desolatioaw 
carnage.  With  what  color,  then,  can  theadro- 
cates  of  these  executions  pretend  tbattliesene* 
tims  deserved  their  fate  by  theUiwsofwir> 
cause  they  were  identified  with  the  sava^f 
when  the  same  argument  would  prore,ti»ttte 
General  and  all  his  officers  and  6oldien««« 
justly  liable  to  the  same  fate?  When  tiuicoi- 
sequence  is  perceived,  the  argument,  1  trost.  wi 
be  abandoned.  ,^. 

Indian  alliance  and  Indian  hostOiCf  tfi»^ 
equally  to  be  deprecated.  In  our  Rerdotiy^T 
war.  Great  Britain  was  severely  cewf*  yj 
some  of  her  greatest  men  and  *>«•' Pf."*g!!, 
exciting  the  savages  against  us.  Woalato»  ' 
ven  our  country  had  never  urnished  l»«  hw 
by  arming  the  savages  aigainst  her  ad«i*»^^' 
All  the  convenience  and  advanuige  ^%  Z 
justify  the  unhallowed  consequences,  io  w^ 
enemies  alone  belongs  the  first  example,  to  lo^ 

should  have  forever  been  left  the  fotii  o'Jr 
alliances,  and  of  the  innocent  blood  it  has  ti^ 

to  flow.  ^ 

I  agree  with  several  g^^^^^^^^i  .""^l  \L. 
clearly  shown  that  the  court  which  ^rjf^^^fJLi 
not  and  Ambrister  was  considered  by  ^^.y^^^ 
and  was  in  fact  a  general  court  m«'^*';.-./i 
shall  I  attempt  to  make  the  point  clearer  ia> 
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has  been  made  by  them.  But  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty Co  propose  a  dilemma,  from  which  the  advo- 
cates of  the  commander  are  desired  to  extricate 
themselves,  whether  they  deoy  or  admit  the  court 
to  have  been  such  a  court  martial  as  our  laws 
provide.  If  it  was  a  court  martial,  legally  organ- 
ized, the  General  by  whom  it  was  ordered  had  no 
alternative  but  to  execute  its  sentence,  or  to  remit 
it.  To  change  or  increase  the  punishment  fixed 
by  the  sentence  was  arbitrary  and  despotic.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  it  was  not  a  court  martial, 
clothed  with  legal  powers,  then  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  General  himself  to  have  examined  the  evi- 
dence, to  have  questioned  the  witnesses,  and  to 
have  heard  the  accused  in  their  own  defence.. 
This  was  not  done  j  but  the  prisoners  ordered  to 
execution  on  grounds  which  neither  the  facts  al- 
leged, nor  the  law  applicable  in  the  case,  would 
warrant.  In  either  case  the  defence  of  the  Gen- 
eral is  whollv  deficient.  Though  his  advocates 
have  generally  chosen  to  put  his  defence  on  the 
ground  that  he  possessed  the  right  to  inflict  death 
on  the  prisoners  without  trial,  yet  it  is  evident 
that  he  did  so  intend  to  act :  but  that  he  founded 
ail  his  own  proceedings,  including  the  final  order 
for  execution,  on  the  validit^r  and  power  of  the 
court  martial.  "  These  individuals,''  (Arbuthnot 
aod  Ambrister,)  he  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retarv  of  War,  "  were  tried^  legally  convicted, 
legally  condemned,  and  justly  punished."  Yet 
this  militarv  chief,  whom  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson)  affirms  to  be  equal  or 
superior  to  anv  in  this  legislative  body,  in  his 
knowledge  of  law^  has  presumed  to  change  the 
sentence  of  Ambrister,  which  subjected  him  to 
stripes  and  labor,  and  to  order  him  to  suffer  death. 
It  has  not  been  attempted  by  any  one  in  this  de- 
hate  to  justify  this  act,  under  the  pretext  of  the 
former  intention  of  the  court,  which  the  General 
calls  the  *' first  sentence;"  the  mere  novice  in 
legal  proceedings  well  knows  that  the  final  sen- 
tence supersedes  all  others,  and,  in  fact,  is  the 
only  sentence  of  the  court ;  totally  annulling  any 
previous  intentions  or  opinions,  which,  therefore, 
cannot  with  any  propriety  be  called  sentences^ 
any  more  than  the  opinion  of  any  member  of  the 
court  martial,  expressed  in  discussing  the  subject, 
could  be  called  his  vote,  though  his  final  vote 
might  have  been  the  reverse  of  the  opinion  first 
entertained  and  expressed  by  him. 

The  ffreat  services  of  Gkneral  Jackson  in  de- 
fence 01  New  Orleans  have  entitled  him  to  the 
respect  and  gratitude  of  the  American  people. 
As  a  member  of  the  community,  I  exulted  at  the 
signal  victory  which  our  arms  there  achieved. 
The  glory  and  renown  of  the  Sih  of  January, 
1815,  were  shared  by  a  grateful  people,  and  the 
iliastrious  commander  and  his  brave  compatriots 
were  hailed  with  admiration.  But,  sir,  the  dan- 
ger of  the  various  acts  of  which  we  now  com- 
plain, is  the  greater  in  proportion  to  the  high 
character  of  him  who  is  the  author  of  them.  Had 
they  been  the  acts  of  almost  any  other  officer,  they 
would  have  been  received  with  almost  universal 
disapprobation  and  severe  censure.  This  House 
would  have  been  early  called,  with  uoanimoas 


accord,  to  have  sanctioned  the  expression  of  the 
public  voice  in  defence  of  our  laws  and  Consti* 
tution.  Let  me  earnestly  entreat  gentlemen  to 
discard  from  their  bosoms  such  considerations— 
XofoTget  that  the  ^^  hero  of  New  Orleans"  is  the 
officer  concerned.  If  we  hope  to  see  clearly  and 
judge  rightly,  we  must  banish  all  partiality  and 
^'  the  fear"  and  love  "  of  man,  which  bringeth  a 
snare."  I  will  do  myself  the  justice  to  aver  that^ 
in  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  debate,  I  have  no 
personal  feelings  or  party  views  to  gratify.  The 
seizure  of  the  Spanish  fortresses  I  at  first  thought 
defensible.  A  more  rigid  investigation  has  chansed 
my  opinion,  against  my  wishes.  My  duty  shall 
ever  oe  paramount  to  my  feelings.  And  I  trust 
that,  in  the  decision  of  these  great  questions,  we 
shall  witness  many  magnanimous  sacrifices  of 
personal  and  local  partiality  on  the  altar  of  our 
country.  It  is  only  by  such  sacrifices  that  we 
can  hope  to  establish  our  Constitution  and  per- 
petuate our  liberty. 

Wednssday,  February  3. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  providing 
additional  penalties  for  false  entries  for  the  bene- 
fit of  drawback  or  bounty  on  exportation  j  also  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  James  Hii|[hesj  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  all  or  which  bills  were  severally  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RobbrtsoN)  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  were  discharged  from 
the  ftfrther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Mi- 
chael McBlroy. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  Honse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, in  the  chair.)  on  the  subject  of  the  Semi- 
nole war. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  occupied  the 
floor  nearly  two  hours,  in  conclusion  of  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  commenced  in  8upi>ort  of 
the  resolutions  of  censure,  as  given  entire  in  pre- 
ceding pages. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said :  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  rise  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
upon  a  subject  that  has  called  forth  the  wisdom, 
learning,  and  eloquence  of  this  Committee;  I 
only  wish  to  express  my  reasons  for  the  vote 
which  I  am  about  to  give  upon  this  question,  and 
to  show  that  I  have  no  fears  for  any  future  con- 
sequences which  may  arise  from  that  vote  to  my 
country. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  be  persuaded  that 
the  friends  to  the  mode  of  prosecuting  and  termi- 
nating the  Seminolian  war  were  less  solicitous 
for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our  country,  or  lesa 
anxious  for  its  future  prosperity  and  happiness, 
than  those  gentlemen  who  disapprove  of  our  Gen- 
eral's conduct  in  that  war,  from  the  solemn  dig- 
nity of  the  manner,  from  the  deservedljr  high 
I  standing  of  the  man,  and  the  immense  import 
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tance  Mr.  Speaker  has  attached  to  the  matteri  I 
might  be  persuaded  that  I  was  Id  error,  and  might 
give  a  diflerent  vote  on  the  subject;  i  might  be 
^oDTiDced  that  I  was  as  far  beneath  him  in  com- 
mon sense  and  mere  love  of  country,  as  he  is 
above  me  in  elevation  of  station,  or  in  the  om- 
nipotent powers  of  eloquence.  Bat,  sir,  there  are 
some  subjects  on  which  eood  common  tense, 
fears  of  experience  and  observalion,  maj  shed 
as  clear  a  light  as  all  the  pages  of  ancient  or 
modern  history,  and  may  so  anchor  the  judgment 
that  learning,  eloquence,  and  acknowledged  merit, 
all  combined,  cannot  weigh  the  anchor,  or  drag 
it  from  its  moorings ;  and  this,  sir,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  is  one  of  those  deep-rooted  subjects.  I 
will  not  attempt  to  speak  of  Qrotius,  Punendorff, 
Yattel,  Martens,  or  any  other  writers  on  the  law 
of  nations,  or  of  our  own  Constitution,  nor  yet 
will  I  attempt  to  lead  this  Committee  to  believe 
that  I  have  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
Republics  of  Greece  or  Rome;  but,  from  the 
little  light  I  have  received  upon  the  history  of 
those  repnblies,  I  will  endeavor  to  show  that  we 
famve  no  cadse  of  fear  from  some  future  Philip, 
Casar.  Cromi^ell,  or  Bonmpurte;  we,  to  be  sttre^ 
resemole  them  in  some  leading  chmracterkties, 
and  in  name,  bat  not  in  ever3rthing;  they  knew 
nothing  of  a  fair  representative  cooncil,  eooh  as 
oiirs,  which  is  certainly  the  chain  calxle  of  our 
political  ship;  a  fair  representative  Govemment 
they  never  had  an  idea  of,  or  if  they  had,  like 
tome  of  my  unfortunate  friends.  toO|  in  South 
America,  they  were  afraid  to  try  tne  esrperiment.* 
Their  laws,  I  am  told,  were  enacted  by  oniversal 
si^Qrage,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  hj  that  por^ 
tion  of  the  people  that  casualty  or  design  might 
have  convened  at  the  time  they  were  mider  eon- 
aideration ;  it  is,  therefore,  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  citizens  who  lived  remote  from  the  me- 
tropolitan cities  had  hot  little  share  in  thehr  legis- 
lation; hence  one  great  cause  of  their  decline. 
In  populous  countries  and  large  cities,  where  the 
greater  portion  of  the  people  are  wretchedljr  poor, 
profoundly  ignorant,  and  darkly  superstitious, 
where  the  sum  of  their  knowledge  was  acquired 
from  the  mouths  of  their  public  speakers,  it  is 
perfectly  rational  to  believe  that  an  ingenious, 
eloquent  orator  could  catch  them  by  the  ears,  ana 
a  successful  splendid  hero  could  lead  th^m  to  the 
sacrifice  of  all  that  should  be  held  most  dear  to 
njian ;  nor  is  it  matter  of  astonishment  to  the  r^ 
flectinff  mind,  that  our  late  republican  sister,  now 
poor  bleeding  France,  should  have  followed  the 
fate  of  the  old  republics ;  emerging,  as  she  did, 
f^om  the  darkness  of  chaos,  suddenly  into  the 
bright  blaze  of  heaven-born  liberty^her  eyes  were 
dazzled  with  the  brilliance,  her  brain  was  intoxi- 
cated with  the  multiplicity  of  novel  ideas  that 
burst  upon  it,  and  before  she  could  recover  her 
aober  senses,  before  her  legislators  could  establish 
the  plan  for  the  permanent  security  of  her  rights, 
the  demon  of  discord  erected  his  crest  and  dif- 
Aised  his  poison  among  her  counseliors,  who  had 

*  Mr.  Clay,  upon  this  subject,  took  ooeasion  to  men- 
tien  hui  "poor  niends  in  SouUk 


also  to  conquer  the  habits  of  ages  befon  ^ 
people  were  capable  of  enjoying  rttioDal  liberty; 
the  lands  of  the  country,  too,  from  wkich  tne  in* 
dependence  always  sprouts,  were  in  the  buds  of 
the  aristocratic  few,  to  whom  the  greit  bodf  j 
the  peoi>le  had,  for  centuries^  been  boaod  bf  the 
iron  hand  of  necessity  or  of  power.  Thos  sitth 
ated,  it  is  not  wonderitil  that  the  saecttsfol  hen. 
the  ambitious,  artful  statesman,  shoaldhmpra- 
trated  all  their  rights,  duite  the  reTene  fraa 
this  situation  was  our  happy  Repablie  ii  (k 
commencement  of  her  existence;  \htsoilo(iht 
country  was  apportioned  among  herDomeroos 
hardy  sons,  whose  arms  were  able  to  defend  it. 
Religious  and  civil  liberty  was  theeo&tenikioft 
of  our  European  fathers  when  they  fim  ciim^ 
America;  it  was  the  darling  theme  of  tbeuso&s 
until  the  dav  they  unfurled  the  binoer,  aod  pro- 
claimed to  tne  astonished  world  that  they  were 
free.  Free  we  are,  and  free  we  will  be,  aotillafid 
monopolies  shall  have  swallowed  up  the  nil  u 
the  banks  are  about  to  swallow  oar  potuUe 
treasure ;  we  must  be  ground  down  to  extiemt 
poverty,  ignorance,  its  concomitant,  and  to  a; 
the  climax  superstition,  too,  most  fire  ber  ^ 
tested  aid,  before  we  can  lose  oar  liberties,  h 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  must  be  reduced  to  ik 
miserable,  abject  state  of  the  poor  subjects  of 
monarchs,  before  we  can  lose  our  tibertiei  If 
ever  our  rights  are  lost,  moneyed  aristoewin 
and  land  monopolies  will  be  the  corner  stoaes  a 
which  the  edifice  will  be  erected  that  wHl  svecp 
them  all.  My  fears  from  them  anc,  it  tni 
much  greater  than  from  the  sound  discretin  in 
our  commander  in  the  execution  of  an  ordersint 
him  by  our  beloved  Chief  Magistrate,  lod  vbi^ 
order,  if  not  executed  in  the  manner  it  wu,  thtn' 
jects  of  the  campaign  would  have  b«en  iBfitlinT 
lost.  Certainly  it  was  our  President's  ioteotioB^ 
When  he  gave  the  ordera.  to  put  our  wooeD  m 
children  at  rest  from  the  apprehension  of  beia^ 
scalped  and  burnt.  If  General  Jackson  bid  R* 
turned  from  the  Florida  line,  is  there  a  vodii 
in  Georgia,  or  a  child  in  Alabama,  that  does  not 
know  that  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  wonld  m 
excited  their  myrmidons  to  the  repetition  of  tb^ 
deeds,  at  thought  of  which  the  blood  codlesm 
runs  cold  with  horror.  Much  has  ^^J*^' 
many  dreadful  apprehensions  have  ^<^^fj^' 
ed,  from  the  consequence  of  our  foU  tpp^^^ 
of  our  General's  conduct;  for  my  P^''*^\, 
hope  I  shall  never  be  afraid  of  givin;  10  merit  i» 

due  meed.  Prom  my  own  reading  ^'^^I V® J' 
stitotion,  as  well  as  the  sound  *f8*''°5^v,  iL 
heard,  I  am  most  perfectly  convinced  tbit  w 
President's  orders  were  strictly  ConstiwuoBiJ 
and  that  their  execution  was  perfeetlf  reeoncue- 
-  "^  shown  Of 

lesirtW* 

effects  to  our  (listressed  frontier  settlers.        , 
If  General  Wayne,  in  1794,  had  had  force  flf 


*  Colonel  Johnson,  firom  KMitoefar>^ 
fat  hig  homane  attention  to  oar  wemsr 
their  widows'  applications  lor 
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ficient  when  he  deteted  thtf  Indiftnt  on  the  Mi- 
ami of  the  Lekes^  end  had  have  eiereiaed  his 
souDd  diseretioD,  as  Gkaeial  Jackson  hu  done, 
oar  Owens  and  Daviess,  owr  AUea  and  Simpson, 
nay  friend  Captain  Lewis,  and  the  gallant,  gen* 
erons  Hart,  might  this  day  hare  been  liring  mon* 
vnnents  of  their  country's  genios,  greatness,  and 
goodnese,  and  thousands  of  oar  dear  disconsolate 
widowed  sisters  would  now  be  pressing  their  new* 
torn  babes  to  their  breasts,  ana  reeeiTing  the  be- 
nign smiles  of  their  afiectionate  husbands,  instead 
ofmaking  humble  application  here,  throinh  thehr 
beneTolent  friend,  my  soldier  colleague,  (Colonel 
JoHRsoic,)  for  some  poor  pittance  wherewith  to 
raise  their  fatherless  children }  for  we  should  have 
had  no  war ;  n^  soldiers  would  hare  fallen.  Yes, 
sir,  if  General  Wayne  had  caught  the  British  in- 
cendiaries that  were  with  the  Indian  army, (which 
he  could  have  done  with  the  assistance  of  can- 
non,) and  giren  them  to  the  tree;  demolished 
Major  Campbell's  fort,  and  in  the  rains  buried 
every  British  officer  and  soldier,  he  would  have 
done  a  praiseworthy  deed,  without  an  infraction 
of  the  laws  of  nations  ;*  the  blood-stained  British 
Uon  would  roar,  but  he  wotild  not  fight ;  the  con* 
seioos  murderers  of  our  wires  and  dear  smiling 
babes  would  have  shrunk  appalled  when  they  saw 
their  husbands,  sons,  and  brothers,  determined  on 
joet  revenge* 

No  war  would  we  have  had ;  our  honest,  gen- 
erous, and  bcave  sailors  would  never  have  been 
iBipressed  and  ignoniiniously  whipped  to  try  to 
make  them  fight  against  their  countrv's  friends ; 
nor  would  our  merchanu  have  been  despoiled  of 
their  pelf;  we  would  have  bad  no  war,  no  ap- 
prehensions of  the  necessity  of  an  armed  force  to 
Siard  against  the  efforts  of  British  intrigue,  no 
oe  lights  or  Hartford  conventions ;  the  table  of 
your  Committee  of  Claims  would  never  have 
groaned  under  the  weight  of  petitioas  for  relief 
of  oflkcrs  from  the  pressure  or  heavy  judgments 
pven  against  them,  by  what  is  called  courts  of 
justice,  too,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  a  legal 
military  order ;  and,  what  is  more  to  be  deplored 
than  all,  the  shameful  capitulation  of  Alexandria 
we  never  should  have  heard  of,  nor  the  confla- 
gration of  our  Caaitol  in  this  city,  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  illustrious  Wasbinoton.  Oh, 
Genius  of  History,  if  from  thy  chaste  page  thou 
would'st  wipe  those  foul  blots  from  our  cbar^ 
aeter,  the  laurels  of  the  late  British  war.  like 
those  of  the  Seminole  war,  would  forever  bloom 
upon  thy  records  without  an  adverse  shade  1 

Mr.  Cfhairman,  until  I  am  cotivinced  that  sound 
sense,  some  little  reading,  and  close  attention 
to  the  sound,  learned,  and  eloquent  arguments 
I  have  heard,  will  not  qualify  me  to  give  a 
jnsc  opinion  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  be  mont 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  resolutions  under  die* 
cussion^  ana  make  free  to  say  that  the  Military 
Committee  has  made  a  most  uamilitary  report* 

Sir,  until  I  am  persuaded  iha^I  should  be  re- 

*  Colonel  Johnson's  eonstraetioB  of  Vattel,  upon  the 
laws  of  natioii%  is  in  peiftct  aeooidaace  with  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  aslue's  Ged« 


prehensible  in  hot  pursuit  to  follow  the  murderers 
of  wife  and  children  to  the  house  of  their  acces- 
saries, on  whosesoever  ground  itmiaht  stand,  and 
drag  them  forth  to  instant  punishment,  I  shall 
continue  to  thank  and  praise  the  man  who  has 
saved  their  lives  or  revenged  their  deaths. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  felicitate  myself,  I  congiatu- 
late  mv  country,  that  our  people  better  under- 
stand their  rights  than  those  of  the  old  Republics, 
and  have  a  more  equal  distribution  of  property 
than  th^  had ;  that  this  honorable  House  is  com- 
posed of,  if  not  briffhter,  at  least  stronger  mate- 
rials than  the  legisutlve  councils  of  Greece  and 
Rome ;  if  it  was  not,  this  day  we  miaht  be  led 
to  record  a  vote  at  which  the  crowned  heads  in 
Europe  indeed  might  chuckle;  more  cause  would 
they  have  to  chuckle  than  when  they  heard  of 
Jackson's  Creek  treaty.*  Much  greater  cause 
would  our  friends  in  Europe  have  of  wo  and 
bitter  lamentation,  to  fold  their  desponding  arms, 
and  droop  the  melancholy  head,  than  when  they 
heard  of  our  extinguishiog  the  Indian  title  to  a 
little  slip  of  land. 

To  see  us  sacrifice  our  General,  who  shame- 
fully defeated  old  England's  chosen  glorious 
bands,  would  make  the  Prince  Regent's  Ministers 
rejoice :  To  sacrifice  our  General  would  quiet 
the  manes  of  the  execrable  Ambrisiw,  and  no 
doubt  please  Arbuthnot's  honorable  correspond- 
eot  in  this  city  :t  to  dismiss  our  General,  who 
puisoed  the  nurtured  robbers  of  our  people  and 
mufderersof  our  innocent  children  intoPensacola, 
would  no  doubt  excite  a  grin  from  His  Catholic 
Bfiajesty's  Minister  near  this  metropolis.  The 
sacrifice  that  we  stould  make  to  a  mistaken  idea 
of  pacriotism  and  humanity,  would  be  by  him 
attnbuted  to  our  fears  of  foreign  forcc^  for  the 
poor  soul  knows  nothing  about  the  milx  of  hu- 
man kindness,  that  so  alwndantly  flows  in  every 
freeman's  breast.  Deprived  of  our  General,  (for 
he  thinks  we  have  got  but  one,)  he  will  again 
renew  the  Spanish  claim  to  all  the  lands  from 
the  head  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  if 
we  did  not  forthwith  sorreiider  them,  he  would 
threaten  us  with  the  vengeance  dire  of^his  potent 
royal  tnaater.  These,  sir,  will  be  the  valuable 
results  of  our  agreement  with  the  honorable 
coramiitee  on  military  matters ;  this  sacrifice, 
the  honorable  committee  shows,  will  be  made 
upon  very  slight  presumption,  that  the  General 
had,  in  the  execution  of  a  military  order,  a  little 
exceeded  a  strictly  literal  construction.  I  think 
it  conceded  by  all  the  honorable  speakers  upon 
this  question,  that,  in  their  various  opinions  of 
necessity  oonsisui  alone  their  discordant  opinions 
upon  this  subject.  Then,  let  us  ask,  who  is  the 
better  judge  of  an  important  military  movement? 
The  gentleman  at  home,  in  peace  and  safety^  feast- 
ing on  all  the  luxuries  or  every  clime,  his  children, 

*  Mr.  Olsy  said,  the  crowned  heads  of  Burogpe 
chttcklsd  whsn  thsy  heard  of  Jackson's  Treaty  with 
the  Oreeks;  and  our  friends  folded  theb  mehuicho^ 
arms,  hung  the  d^eetad  hsad»  when  they  found  thai 
we  had  acquired  Indian  land. 

fThe  BritiA  Minister  in  Wsshington. 
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like  blessed  senpht,  playing  about  him,  his  wife, 
too,  sweet,  soft,  mteiligent,  ali-aceomplished,  aod 
beautiful  too,  as  much  as  bis  food  wishes  could 
'  hare,  whose  humaae  ear  was  nefer  piereed  with 
the  distant  sound  of  the  dreadful  savage  yell; 
whose  charitable  heart  noTer  had  occasion  to 
extend  her  munificent  hand  to  the  relief  of  woes 
inflicted  by  a  barbarian  band  of  ruthless  sons  of 
the  wood,  or  the  hardy  weather-beaten  General 
in  the  field,  combating  all  the  difficulties  neces- 
sarily accompanying  sarage  warfare ;  is  that  all, 
sirl  No— subsisting  himself  and  all  his  army 
on  kind  nature's  spontaneous  gifts,  an  all-import- 
ant object  to  his  country  before  his  eye,  which 
must  be  effected  by  a  giTen  day,  or  himself  and 
army  starves.  Who  is  the  best  judge  in  such  a 
case,  the  brare,  aged,  experienced  General,  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  or  the  young,  sweet-smellinc, 
powered  beau  of  a  drawing  room  ?  No  doubt 
here.  Then  why  not.  in  the  name  of  propriety, 
leare  to  your  General's  own  discretion  the  exer- 
cise of  open  orders,  and  not  attempt  to  find  fault 
where  we  cannot,  from  our  situations,  form  a 
correct  judgment  of  the  necessities  that  lead  to 
certain  acu  1 

A  word  to  my  dear,  good  old  mother,  Virginia, 
and  then  I  am  dene.  With  heart-felt  pleasure 
did  I  see  on'e  of  her  farored  sons,  (Mr.  Ttleb,) 
of  the  younger  brood,  exhibit  upon  this  occasion 
the  true  patriot  soul;  from  bis  firm,  expressire 
countenance  and  bright,  intelligent  eye.  I  read 
the  triumph  of  his  soul,  1  saw  that  his  oeTOtion 
to  his  country  had  obtained  a  conquest  over  his 
filial  affections.  I  thought  I  saw  his  heart  weep 
blood,  when  his  eye  said,  behold  my  country, 
here  is  your  Brutus;  like  the  elder  Brutus,  I 
would  condemn  my  own  son  for  breach  of  public 
law—- like  the  younger,  I  would  stab  my  father 
to  save  my  country.  I  envy  such  feelings;  they 
are  almost  too  exalted  for  mortal  man ;  yet  I  am 
sure  he  had  them.  But  I  implore  my  friend  to 
recollect,  that  if  there  had  been  a  hook  on  which 
to  hang  a  doubt  of  the  guilt  of  the  son  of  the  el- 
der Brutus,  that  his  act  would  hate  been  thought 
most  horrid.  That  if  it  was  not  well  known  that 
Cflssar  was  indeed  ambitious,  the  younger  Brutus 
would  bate  committed  a  most  detested  crime.  I 
hope  his  reflections  on  the  subject  will  guard  him 
against  passing  sentence  against  his  brother,  with- 
out the  most  incontestable  proofs,  that  his  country 
is  thereby  to  be  relieved  from  most  imminent 
danger.  Let  not  this  ardent  zeal  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  Constitution  impel  him  to  leap  over 
its  sacred  walls,  and  horribly  trespass  upon  its 
most  valuable  provisions.  Is  not  the  security  of 
our  reputation  among  the  greatest  objecu  of  the 
Constitution  ?  If  we  condemn  our  General's  con- 
duct because  indeed  we  cannot  exactly  think  like 
him,  will  we  not  severely  trespass  on  his  feelings. 
Tou  all  do  know  what  Shakspeare  says  about 
the  value  of  a  good  name :  "  Reputation  dear,  my 
lord,  \%  the  immediate  jewel  of  the  soul,"  dbc. 
Every  member  of  this  House,  every  lady  in  the 
gallery,  and  gentleman  too,  I  hope,  have  read  and 
hiffhly  approve  his  sentiments. 
If  reputation  be  so  dear  to  every  one  among  us, 


how  high  indeed  must  it  be  rated  by  kioi,  vk« 
bread,  whose  meat,  whose  life  itscl(  htags  npoi 
his  fair  won  fame.  I  am  happy,  sir,  to  tdl  ay 
friend,  the  honorable  member  mm  Pkikdeipbi, 
that  I  shall  never  fear  that  the  keen  pryiag  scnesf 
squint-eyed  suspicion  will  ever  find  a  spider's  egj 
among  the  leaves,  mueh  less,  a  serpeat^estviuA 
about  the  branches  of  the  foU-grom  vrcttli  i 
laureb  that  adorns  my  General's  brow.  No,sif; 
Jackson's  laurels  can  never  scatter  tlie  Ked  tht 
may  hatch  some  future  Tarquia,  to  woBod  tit 
tender  breast  of  some  chaste  Lucretia. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio^  said,  thatsoqaesiiM 
had  been  brought  before  the  House  since  he  iiadibe 
honor  of  a  seat  in  it,  where  his  fediipui  his 
sense  of  duty  were  so  mueh  opposed, as  tkttvkkik 
was  now  before  the  Committee,  fle  had  foe  looe 
time  determined  to  take  no  part  ia  the  djjcasiioi,' 
and,  indeed,  would  gladly  have  beea  exeosed 
from  votinff,  at  least  upon  two  of  tbe  resoliiiiosi) 
had  there  been  any  honorable  mode  of  tToidiag 
it.  But,  as  the  rules  of  the  House  obliged  kin  to 
vote,  justice  to  himself  required  that  be  should 
explain  the  reasons  upon  which  the  opisioos  he 
entertained  on  the  resolutions  were  foiuded.  Bel, 
before  he  proceeded  to  discuss  the  two  resolodw 
which  had  principally  engaged  the  attentioo  i 
the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  himiatked^ 
bate,  he  asked  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  those  who  had  denied  the 
right  of  the  House  to  pass  these  resolatioo& 

Several  gentlemen,  said  Mr*  H.,  hare  dtstiaeilf 
declared  that  the  House  could  pass  no  rcsoiotiee 
which  either  directly  or  indirectly  woold  eeosate 
the  conduct  of  a  military  officer.  It  is  not  Dee» 
sary  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  diieet 
censure ;  no  one  has,  I  believe,  thooght  of  sochi 
thing  in  the  present  ease.  But  I  most  coefesi 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  did  not  expect  to  bear  the 
other  opinion  maintained  on  this  floor.  Wheti 
sir !  the  immediate  represeatatives  of  the  people, 
to  whom  the  arm]f  and  the  revenue  belong,  ian 
no  right  to  enter  into  an  iavestigatioa  to  vtO' 
tain  whether  they  have  or  have  not  been  em- 
ployed in  a  manner  warranted  byUw!  Whe- 
ther the  public  force  has  been  directed,  tod  (he 
public  money  expended  in  the  manner  vhiei 
they  have  authorized  1  Tea,  say  gentleneO).^' 
vestigate  if  you  choose;  but  express  no  opfi^oa 
which  may  imply  censure  upon  the8;eB&(H^<^e 
Government.  That  is,  if  I  nndeistand  the  doe- 
trine,  that  you  are  to  investigate  uatilyoB^.*^ 
the  point  of  arriving  at  the  only  object  for  wbien 
investigation  would  be  UMsful,  and  then  you  sre 
to  stop.  Are  gentlemen  aware  of  tbeleDgjbte 
which  this  doctrine  would  carry  tbem?  }^'^ 
you  might  appropriate  money  and  aotborixeu 
army  to  be  raised  for  the  conquest  of  Fkridi,!* 
the  Executive  or  a  oommandiaff  Qenertl  oi| 
use  them  in  an  enterprise  againt  Oaoada?  Aba 
that,  in  such  an  event,  your  inqoinr  lao*^  ^ 
farther  than  to  ascertain  that  something  bas  \^ 
done,  but  you  are  not  to  say  when  or  wbere  i<^ 
it  should  imply  a  censure  on  some  one.  Tbe  Coe- 
stitutioa  has  beea  read,  and  we  are  asked  topov 
out  the  clause  which  gives  the  right  tocefieorejdi- 
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rect  or  consequential.  I  can  show  no  such  clause, 
but  I  can  show  the  section  and  the  article  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  sole  power  of  raising  ar- 
mies, of  raising  a  revenue,  and  declaring  the  ob- 
ject  in  which  those  armies  and  that  revenue  shall 
be  employed ;  and  does  it  not  follow,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  that  they  have  a  right  to  sat- 
isfy themselves  whether  they  have  or  have  not 
been  so  employed,  and,  if  thev  find  they  have  not. 
to  say  so?  An  individual  places  his  money  ano 
his  servants  at  the  disposal  of  an  agent,  to  ac- 
complish some  specified  object.  Has  he  not  a 
right  at  all  times  to  oblige  the  agent  to  give  an 
account  of  his  conduct,  and,  if  be  finds  that  he 
has  misapplied  the  means  that  have  been  put  in 
his  hands,  to  declare  that  he  has  done  so?  It  is, 
sir,  a  self-evident  proposition. 

But,  sir.  we  are  told  that  we  have  the  risht  to 
impeach  the  President.  Granted :  But  could  we 
with  the  least  propriety,  even  if  it  were  our  ob- 
ject, pursue  that  course,  until  we  had  ascertained 
that  he  had  either  committed  a  wrong  himself,  or 
permitted  a  wrong  to  be  done  by  another  ?  In 
the  present  case  no  one  has  dreamed  of  such  a 
step;  the  only  object  is  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  and 
the  right  of  this  House  to  guard  those  powers 
from  being  innovated  upon  by  the  other  branches 
of  the  Qovernment.  Sir,  it  is  a  sacred  right,  and 
it  should  be  maintained  with  firmness,  as  one  of 
the  great  republican  features  of  the  Constitution^ 
necessary,  not  only  for  the  i)reservation  of  liberty, 
bat  for  ordinary  correct  legislation.  How,  with- 
out this  power  to  investigate,  and  to  pursue  the 
investigation,  until  the  blame  shall  resi*cipon  the 
person  who  deserves  it,  shall  the  Legislature  be 
ever  able  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  any  miscon- 
duct in  our  military  and  naval  operations^  which 
may  produce  an  event  requiring  legislative  pro- 
Tision  ?  The  case  of  General  St.  Clair,  alluded 
to  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
(Mr.  PoiNDBZTER,}  IS  oue  in  |>oint.  In  the  Fall 
of  1791  a  great  national  calamity  was  announced 
by  the  President  to  Congress — the  loss  of  an 
army.  This  disaster  might  have  arisen  from  three 
causes;  from  a  combination  of  the  three,  or  any 
two  of  them.  It  might  have  arisen  from  incom- 
petent provision  of  men  and  monev.  in  which 
case  Congress  would  have  been  to  olame;  from 
the  improper  management  of  the  Executive,  or 
from  the  misconduct  of  the  General.  If,  upon 
the  investigation,  it  should  appear  that  the  means 
put  in  the  bands  of  the  Executive  were  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  object,  it  followed  that  a  more 
ample  provision  was  to  be  made ;  but  if  it  ap- 
peared that  the  supply  of  men  and  money  were 
sufficient,  then  the  disaster  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  misconduct  of  the  Executive  or  of  the 
General.  It  followed  that  a  repetition  of  the 
same  appropriations  was  all  that  was  required. 
NoW}  to  come  at  these  results,  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation was  necessary;  but^  according  to  the 
doctrine  nowcontendeafor,  this  could  not  be  done 
lest  it  should  imply  censure  upon  the  General. 
This  right  of  investigation  has  always  been 
claimed  by,  and  never  denied  to,  the  British 


House  of  Commons,  at  least  since  the  expulsion 
of  the  Stuarts.  They  not  only  investigate,  but 
they  point  out  the  indfividuals  who  have  in  their 
opinion  been  guiltv  of  misconduct,  and  require 
of  the  Kinff  that  they  should  be  brought  to  pun- 
ishment. [Here  Mr.  H.  read,  from  McArthur's 
^  Principles  and  Practice  of  Naval  and  Military 
Courts  Martial,"  the  case  of  Admiral  Matthews, 
who,  in  the  year  1745,  was,  in  pursuance  of  a  re- 
solution of  the  House  of  Commons^  brought  to 
trial  by  order  of  the  King,  and  dismissed  from 
the  service.]  The  ease  of  Admiral  Matthews 
is  one  of  a  hundred  that  mi^ht  be  produced  of 
naval  and  military  officers  being  brought  to  trial 
in  consequence  of  an  investigation  into  their  con- 
duct, commenced  by  the  House  of  Comtnons. 
And  yet,  sir,  the  House  of  Commons  have  not, 
as  we  have,  any  agency  in  declaring  war.  That 
is  the  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  Urown.  But, 
holding  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation,  they 
claim  and  exercise  the  power  upon  all  occasions 
to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  public  revenue  has 
been  expended,  and  the  public  force  directed.  In 
the  manner  best  calculated  to  secure  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  nation.  But,  sir,  the  power 
of  investigation,  and  of  deciding  upon  the  con- 
duct of  a  general  officer,  is  not  only  important  as 
a  republican  principle  and  for  correct  legislation, 
but  important  also  for  the  protection  of  the  offi<* 
cers  themselves.  How  often  may  it  happen,  in 
time  of  war,  that  a  Minister  or  even  a  President 
himself,  may  attempt  to  shield  their  own  miscon- 
duct by  imputing  undeserved  blame  to  a  com- 
manding Generali  and  where  is  he  to  look  for 
protection  for  his  fame- and  his  character?  To 
a  court  of  inquiry,  designated  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  are  interested  to  convict  him  ?  No,  sir  ^ 
but  in  this  House,  the  immediate  representatives 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  the  representatives,  I 
trust,  of  their  virtue  and  their  justice,  as  well  as 
their  nolitieal  opinions.  A  reference  to  your 
journals  will  show  an  instance  fn  which  intima- 
tions, not  only  against  the  military  conduct  of  a 
commanding  General,  but  against  his  moral  cha- 
racter, were  completely  removed  bv  an  inquiry, 
prosecuted  under  the  direction  or  this  House. 
Nor  can  I  see,  sir,  the  least  objection  that  a  mili- 
tary commander  could  have  to  such  an  inrestiga- 
tiott.  I  must  confess  that  I  was  much  surprised 
that  the  personal  friends  of  General  Jackson 
should  have  made  any  objection  to  baring  the 
inquiry  into  his  conduct  put  upon  as  broad  a  basts 
as  possible.  I  have  constantly  advised  the  con- 
trary course.  Perhaps  some  of  them  may  say  to 
me,  ^^timeo  Danaoa  ei  dona  fermUee."  I  hope 
not,  sir ;  for  if  General  Jackson's  friends  are  Tro- 
jans, it  will  I  believe  be  manifest,  before  I  con- 
clude, that  I  am  not  altogether  Greek. 

I  shall  now,  sir.  proceed  to  consider  the  two  re- 
solutions upon  wnich  the  discussion  has  princi- 
pally turned.  In  examining  that  which  relates 
to  the  trial  and  execution  of  Ambrister  and  Ar- 
butbnot,  I  shall  inquire-* 

1st.  As  to  the  right  of  the  nation  to  punish 
them. 

2dly.  If  the  right  to  punish  them  existed  in  the 
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nation,  iid  it  appertain,  under  existing  law«i  to 
the  militarjr  antnority  1  and, 

3dly.  If  It  did  appertain  to  the  military  author- 
ity, was  it  properly  exercised,  both  as  to  form  and 
principle? 

There  is,  I  think,  no  question  more  clearly 
established  than  the  right  of  a  nation,  in  time  uf 
war,  to  punish  upon  its  antagonist  any  ▼iolation 
of  those  rules  which  have  been  adopted  bjr  com- 
mon consent,  and  which  form  the  code  of  inter- 
national law.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  these 
rules  should  not  apply  to  a  war  with  savages. 
Indeed,  the  writers  upon  this  subject  seem  to 
allow  something  beyond  the  ordinary  course  of 
retaliation,  in  a  war  of  this  kind.  A  rule  parti- 
cularly applicable  to  this  case  has  been  read  from 
Vattef,  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Barbour.)  If  it  applies  to  the  savages 
themselves,  it  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  those 
unprincipled  white  men  who  identify  themselves 
with  the  savages,  and  stimulate  them  to  their 
barbarous  warfare.  And  if,  sir,  any  additional 
force  can  be  given  to  the  right,  by  the  £[reat  ben- 
efits which  will  result  from  its  exercise,  there 
never  was  a  case  where  it  could  be  used  with 
more  propriety  than  in  the  panisbment  of  Ar* 
bttthnot  and  Ambrister. 

Upon  recurring  to  the  events  upon  the  North- 
western frontier^  since  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion^ and  examining  the  documents  which  I  have 
famished  to  the  Executive,  I  do  not  hesiute  to 
say  that  all  the  wars,  and  almost  all  the  difficul- 
ties which  we  have  experienced  on  that  frontier, 
bare  been  produced  by  the  agency  of  British 
emissaries.  Pending  the  long  negotiations  with 
Qreat  Britain  before  the  late  war.  although  placed 
upon  the  Wabash,  I  was  enabled  to  tell  the  state 
ot  the  British  feeling  towards  us— -the  ebbings  and 
towingi  of  their  hostile  sentimentfr-^^s  correctly 
as  those  who  condoeted  the  negotiation.  The 
increased  or  suspended  activity  of  their  agents 
afforded  an  infallible  index  to  point  out  the  reign- 
ing politics  of  their  Court  as  it  regarded  peace  or 
war  with  America. 

I  was  fortunate  enough,  in  the  year  1813,  to  take 
the  correspondence  of  the  British  Indian  Depart- 
ment with  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Ciovem^r 
of  Canada.  A  part  of  it  has  been  published,  and 
the  originals  are  either  in  my  own  possession,  or  in 
the  Department  of  War*  From  these^  it  will  un- 
equivocally appear  that,  when  the  United  States 
and  Great  Briuin  were  at  peace,  their  agents  were 
consuntly  stimulating  the  Inoians  to  war,  and 
supplying  them  with  Ae  means  of  carrying  it  on, 
and  that  they  acted  even  as  allies  to  thfm  in  the 
field. 

In  the  defeat  of  General  St.  Clair's  army,  in 
1791,  a  British  officer  assisted  the  savages  with 
his  counsel,  if  not  with  his  arms.  In  the  action 
between  a  detachment  of  General  Wayne's  army 
and  the  Indians,  fought  at  Fort  Recovery,  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1791,  not  only  the  British  Indian 
agents  were  present,  but  a  captain  in  their  army, 
and  six  matrosses.  In  the  general  action  which 
was  fought  on  the  20th  August  following,  two 
fnli  compaaiee  of  white  men,  the  greater  part 


British  subjects,  assisted  the  Indiana.  The  pace 
which  was  concluded  the  following  SDomcrit 
Greenville,  was  opoosed  by  every  ezertioa  i 
British  influence.    Nor  did  it  end  here.  It  vu 


still  exerted  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of 
against  the  United  States ;  and  the  establithmeai 
at  Tippecanoe,  and  the  plan  of  the  celebnted 
confederacy  which  was  to  have  beea  headed  b^ 
Tecumseh  and  the  Prophet,  had  their  ori;i6i& 
British  councils.  And  here,  sir,  itermit  me  te 
observe,  that  the  conduct  of  the  GoreroDefliflf 
the  United  States  towards  the  Inditos  hu  beet 
universally  humane,  liberal, and  joat;  adiathu 
remark  I  mean  to  includes  also,  the  ocpiiitioss 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  the  gentleman  fromPeB&syl- 
vania,  (Mr.  Hopkinson.)  has  receiTedttmela- 
formation  which  inducea  him  to  make  the  obw* 
vation  which  fell  from  him  on  thisaQbject;  tni, 
as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  treaties  which  lotfo- 
tiated,  (and  I  was  the  sole  commiaaiooef  oe  (ii( 
frontier  for  thirteen  years,  and  eztinfoukedtbc 
title  to  upwards  of  sixty  millions  of  acres)  uis 
totally  without  foundation.  I  claim  no  menif« 
this  conduct ;  had  I  acted  otherwise,  it  vooli 
have  been  in  direct  opposition  to  the  ordertof  die 
Executive.  In  the  naod writing  of  MrJeffenoi 
himself,  I  received  an  order  never,  ia  mf  cocdoet 
toward  the  Indians,  to  suffer  the  dictates  of  pali^j 
to  subvert  the  principles  of  justice.  Then  cu 
be  no  more  sublime  spectacle  thEQ  a  coune  of 
conduct  like  this,  from  a  great  nation  tovuds 
pettv  bands  of  savages.  If  it  be  asked  whr  ^ 
conduct  was  not  successful  ia  prodociDg  At» 
respondept  sentiment  of  friendship  from  tbelfr 
diana  to  tiia,  and  why  they  took  part  with  oorcs- 
emies  in  the  late  war,  I  can  answer,  becaaietbt 
United  States  disdained  to  employ  them  aatili&e 
enemy  set  the  example,  and  they  had  then  bees 
seduced  by  the  hundreds  of  Ambriaters  afldA^ 
buthnots  which  were  to  be  found  open  thatfftui' 
tier.  But,  sir,  it  may  be  said  that  these  ereafi 
are  all  past ;  that  there  is  now  no  war  wtii  "< 
Indian^  nor  any  probability  of  one.  TnK,  v^ 
have  no  war  at  present ;  but,  permit  me  toisiu 
our  relative  situation,  as  it  regards  the  Ia^^ 
tribes,  or  of  those  tribes  in  relation  to  the  Bn^ 
is  changed  for  the  better  ?  I  think  noi^  sir.  Let 
ffentlemen  who  have  taken  ud  thisopiaioi^^^ 
their  eyes  upon  a  map  of  the  Northwefierap^^ 
of  our  country,  and  see  the  vast  tract  vii»  u 
inhabited  by  Indians,  with  a  line  of  Brittsii»diag 
posts  immediately  in  their  rear,  from  vieoceu^^T 
can  be  supplied  with  every  thing  oecessarf  to  tn* 
nov  us.  I  do  most  sincerely  beUerc,thatavif 
is  hanging  over  us  from  that  quarter,  of  more  uf* 
ficuliy  and  danger  than  we  have  erer  )r«  **? 
with  Indians.  Between  the  Lakes  and  theUii^ 
sissippi,  and  the  Mississippi  and  Miasoori,  we  m 
come  in  contact  with  tribes  formidable  for  tbc^ 
numbers,  for  their  valor,  and  still  moresolMj* 
character  of  the  country  they  inhabit.  U}^^ 
Scythia  of  America,  and,  depend  upon  Ui  ^ 
shall,  before  long:  receive  the  symbols  of  d»* 
ance— if  not  the  bird,  the  moose,  the  frq|} »" 
the  arrows,  some  that  are  eqailly  signmc^ 
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These  wmrrion  do  not,  indeed,  compared  with 
the  tribes  we  have  formerly  engiged, 

*'  With  tougher  sinew  bend  the  bow ; 
Kor  fliM  the  tomahewk  iwUler  to  its  maxl^ 
Latinch'd  from  the  tigor  of  a  Puant's  arm." 

But  the  warriors  of  these  tribes  are  proTerbiallj 
braTes.  Flight  is  admitted  as  a  principle  of  their 
taciies,  nerer  as  the  effect  of  fear.  Their  preju- 
dices and  feelings  are  not  in  our  faror.  In  short, 
the  materials  are  all  prorided— the  train  is  laid—* 
if  requires  only  the  touch  of  that  master  Power 
which  has  wielded,  with  so  much  address,  the 
torch  of  discord  both  in  Europe  and  America  to 
produce  the  explosion.  « 

With  this  impressicHi.  whatever  may  be  my 
opinion  with  regard  to  tne  circumstances  under 
which  one  of  the  indiriduals  was  execQted,  I  am 
persuaded  that  their  punishment  will  do  much 
good :  it  will  BMke  others  of  their  character  more 
cautious,  and  may  preTcnt  the  British  tmders 
from  inrolying  us  in  a  war  before  the  policy  of 
their  nation  shall  aulhoriae  it.  Shall  I  be  u>ld, 
sir,  that  we  shall  derive  future  security  from  In- 
dian wars,  from  the  altered  character  of  the 
British  councils  ?  Where  is  the  etideoceof  this 
alteration  ?  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  treatment  of 
that  great  but  onfortuoate  man  whom  they  hare 
made  the  object  of  their  vengeance,  when  he  can 
be  no  longer  the  object  of  their  /ears?  They 
have  chained  htm  to  a  rock !  No  vakure  indeed 
feasts  upon  the  liver  of  their  victim }  that  perhaps 
would  nave  been  mercy.  Their  efforts  are  ci- 
rected  to  wonnd  and  lacerate  his  feelings— to 
humble  and  debase  that  lofty  spirit  whose  ^  awe 
did  bend  the''  European  world,  and  caused  the 
monstrous  system  or  legitimacy  to  totter  to  its 
foundation. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  consider  my  second  propo- 
aitioni  viz :  Did  tne  rif^ht  to  punish  Ambrister 
and  Arbuthnot  appertain  to  the  military  author- 
ity, under  ezistlntf  laws? 

I  have  no  donot  it  did.  To  determine  this 
question,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inquire  what  is 
the  military  code  of  this  coontrv.  The  few  pattes 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand, -and  which  are  called 
the  Articles  of  War,  cannot  be  supposed  to  con- 
tain ihis  code,  or  to  provide  for  those  numerous 
contingencies  which  are  forever  happening  in  an 
army,  growing  out  of  the  relations  which  the 
soldier  bears  to  the  oflicer-^he  officers  to  each 
other — the  commanding  Geaeral  to  his  Qovem- 
mentjto  his  army,  and  to  those  whom  the  fortune 
of  war  places  in  his  power. 

The  deficiencies  in  our  statute  laws  are  pro- 
vided for  by  an  unwritten  common  law,  as  eiten- 
sive  perhaps  as  the  civil  common  law,  and 
founded  upon  the  same  principle  of  reason*  This 
unwritten  code  in  recognised  by  our  statute, 
under  the  denomination  of  ^custom  of  war;'' 
^  rales  and  discipline  of  war."  To  this  unwrit- 
ten code  military  men  are  obliged  so  constantly 
to  refer,  that  an  army  conld  not  exist  a  day  with- 
out it*  This  must  be  evident  from  the  single 
fact  that  the  rank  or  command  attached  to  each 
gvade  of  commission  is  nowhere  to  be  fooad  in 


the  atatote  law,  but  is  only  ascertained  by  refor- 
ence  to  the  custom  of  war.  The  legality  of  an 
order,  for  the  disobedience  of  which  the  life  and 
honor  of  an  officer  may  be  endangered,  is  to  be 
tested  only  by  a  similar  reference.  A  general 
officer  sees  a  platoon  officer,  with  a  command  of 
men,  in  a  sitnation  wich  he  deems  ineligible,  and 
directs  him  to  change  it.  The  officer  refuses, 
alleging  that  he  commands  a  camp  guard.  At  a 
little  distance  further  the  same  Qeaeral  meets 
with  another  platoon  officer  at  Uie  head  of  a  de- 
tachment, to  whom  also  he  gives  an  order,  which 
ii  likewise  disobeyed,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
detachment  was  acting  under  an  order  coming 
immediately  from  the  Uommander-in«chief.  Both 
these  oflkers  are  arrested,  and  brought  to  trial. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  written  law  to  distin- 
guish the  two  cases;  but  under  the  custom  of 
war  the  first  will  be  acquitted  with  honor,  upon 
the  principle  that  an  officer  on  guard  receives 
orders  only  from  the  officer  of  the  day;  whilst 
the  latter  may  be  cashierod  or  shot  for  not  obey- 
ing an  order  which  even  countermanded  one 
coming  from  the  Commander-in-chief,  upon  the 
principle  that  the  last  order,  coming  firom  a  su- 
perior on  the  spot,  ceunteimanda  or  repeals  chose 
which  may  have  been  previonsly  leoeivetd.  The 
case  of  the  officer  on  guard  is  an  exception  to 
this  general  rnle^  The  custom  of  war  then  be- 
ing established  as  the  law  by  which  onr  armies 
are  governed,  except  where  it  is  not  controlled 
by  statute,  it  remains  only  to  show  what  that  cus- 
tom is,  in  relation  to  persons  situated  as  Ambris- 
ter and  Arbuthnot,  and  that  there  iano  sutnte 
law  which  puts  their  case  out  of  the  military 
jurisdiction.  It  may  however  be  necessary  to 
say  a  few  words  as  to  the  manner  of  ascertain- 
ing what  is  the  custom  of  war.  It  is  ascertained 
by  the  precedents  which  are  to  be  found  in  oor 
own  army  and  other  civilized  nations,  and  the 
military  principles  which  are  to  be  fooadin  mil- 
itary authors,  and  those  which  are  kept  alive  in 
our  own  army,  by  being  daily  acted  upon.  If  an 
objection  is  made  to  precedents,  drawn  from 
other  nations^  whose  forms  of  Qovemment  areeo 
different  from  ours,  and  where  theeovereign  au- 
thority and  that  of  commander»*in-chief  are  fre* 
quently  found  in  the  same  peceon;  I  answer  that 
the  military  common  law,  like  the  civil  common 
law,  is  to  be  tested  by  reason,  and  that. those 
principles  which  are  incompatible  with  our  foem 
of  Qovernmeai  are  of  course  rejected. 

The  precedents  which  justify  the  punishment 
of  the  two  individuals  to  whom  the  resolution 
refers,  by  the  military  authority,  are  eo  nameroos 
as  to  put  the  matter  beyond  dkpnte,  and  hwve 
been  so  often  referred  to  as  to  make  it  unneces- 
sary to  repeat  them.  An  additional  evidence, 
however,  of  the  light  in  which  the  subject  was 
viewed  by  oor  Revolutionary  Army,  will  be 
found  in  an  address  to  €teneral  Greene,  by  the 
officers  of  the  Southern  army,  of  the  20th  Au- 
gust, 1781,  published  in  the  appendix  to  Ram- 
say's History  of  the  Revolution  in  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Bott  sir,  a  law,  passed  ondev  the  Administia- 
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trmtloD  of  If  r.  Adama,  and  another  in  the  Spring 
of  1813,  hare  been  brought  forward  to  show  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  a  law  was  necessarjr 
to  authorize  retaliation;  but  a  stricter  ezamioa- 
tion  of  these  laws  will  show  that  they  contain 
no  eridence  of  such  an  opinion,  as  the  first  law 
proTides  for  retaliation  before  a  declaration  of 
^ar,  and  the  latter  for  one  case  in  which  the 
military  had  certainly  no  power  to  act,  and  for 
another  case  where  the  authority  was  very  equiv- 
ocal. The  first  was  intended  to  give  authority 
to  the  Bkecutive  to  retaliate  for  the  punishment, 
by  the  civil  courts  of  Great  Britain,  of  persons 
taken  in  arms  against  them,  and  who  were  born 
in  that  country,  upon  their  principle  of  perpetual 
allegiance;  and  the  second  section  of  the  bill 
authorizes  retaliation  upon  the  subjecu  of  Great 
Britain,  for  depredations  committed  by  lodians  in 
their  employment. 

There  can  be  no  question,  then,  but  the  right 
of  retaliation,  in  time  of  war,  is  vested  in  the 
military  authority ;  and  there  can,  I  should  sup- 

Kse,  be  as  little  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  iu 
ing  so  vestedl  Reuliation,  to  answer  any  ben- 
eficial ]>urpo6e,  should  be  prompt  aad  decisive. 
Indeed,  in  all  the  instances  that  I  have  heard  of, 
where  it  was  delayed,  it  was  given  up;  and,  if 
two  armies  were  acting  in  opposition  to  each 
other,  the  one  possessing  within  itself  the  right 
of  retaliation  for  injuries  not  sanctioned  by  the 
laws  of  war,  and  the  other  obliged  to  recur  to  a 
distant  Power  for  authority  to  retaliate,  the  first 
would  have  great  advantag:e8  over  the  other;  for, 
in  some  cases,  a  threat  of  immediate  retaliation 
is  of  itself  sufficient  to  suspend  an  unjust  execu- 
tion, and  to  save  a  victim  over  whom  the  arm  of 
power  has  already  been  extended.  To  complete 
my  examination  of  the  first  resolution,  it  remains 
for  me  to  consider, 

3diy.  Whether  the  punishment  of  Arbothnot 
and  Ambrister  was  right,  both  as  to  principle  and 
form.  , 

I  have  a  peculiar  opinion  upon-  this  subject. 
My  friend  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that  the 
punishment  of  Arbuthnot  was  illegal — that  of 
Ambrister  not  so.  My  conclusions  are  directly 
the  reverse.  But,  before  I  proceed  to  mark  the 
eircumstanees  which  discriminate  the  two  eases, 
I  will  answer  the  arguments  of  those  who  con- 
tend that  the  nunishment  of  both  were  legal, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  decision  of  their  case 
depended  upon  the  will  of  the  General  alone,  or 
upon  that  of  the  President,  as  Commander-in- 
chief;  that  the  court  which  tried  them  had  no 
power  to  give  an  opinion  which  the  General  or 
President  might  not  annul  or  alter,  at  their  plea- 
sure. Sir,  this  is  not  the  martial  law  of  this 
country.  The  commander  of  an  American  army 
possesses  no  such  power  over  the  lives  of  his 
prisoners. 

In  the  preceding  argument  I  have,  I  think, 
established  that  the  military  code  of  this  countrjr 
consists  of  the  articles  of  war  and  the  custom 
and  discipline  of  war  established  by  the  practice 
of  our  own  armies  and  those  of  other  civilized 
nations.    But,  in  searching  /or  precedents  from 


the  practice  of  European  armies,  regard  mtsiVt 
had  to  a  circumstance  which  gare  tosoaeeot' 
menders  there  a  power  which  a  General  of  ik 
United  States  could  never  have.  It  is  the  as 
wbetf  the  Sovereign  personallf  commaods  kis 
own  army,  and  which  gives  him,  of  coarse,  tk 
power  to  alter  the  martial  law  whenera  be 
chooses ;  a  power  which,  in  the  Usiied  State. 
can  only  be  exercised  by  Congress.  Bat  io  ^ 
present  case,  we  have  no  occasion  to  tiafel  m 
of  our  own  country;  many  preeedeou  harjaf 
established  the  mode  of  punishing  penoss  io  ikc 
situation  of  Ambrister  and  Ari>QUllo(,lobej;r^ 
cisely  that  which  General  Jackson  and;  that  it, 
hj  trial  Jbefore  a  special  court  or  botiicioiecn 
ordered  for  the  purpose.  The  geBtlennvho 
have  contended  tor  the  right  of  tlie  Qeanal  to 
punish  these  men,  of  his  own  tmboritf,  bare 
been  led  into  the  error  by  referring  for  the  poven 
of  the  Gknerai  to  the  law  of  nations,  as exfriaiaed 
by  Vdttelt  or  the  law  of  war,  as  treated  of  bf 
Bynker^wek.  They  mi^ht  as  well  liaTeena- 
ined  those  authors  to  discover  to  whieh  of  ooi 
courts  belong  the  jurisdiction  overpiracitt.  Tk 
international  law  does  not,  it  cannot,  define  tk 
mode  by  which  a  nation  mav  ezereiie  a  rifkt 
which  it  gives.  It  is  satisfied  with  f\m^^ 
right  to  punish  certain  crimes,  leariag  to  ^ 
nation  itself  the  mode  of  ponishment.  Hnee, 
in  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  Eagltad  excepted 
piracy  is  punished  in  a  court  composed  of  eieoi 
more  judges,  without  a  jury;  bat  in  tbeUoitec 
States  a  jury  is  necessary.  No  single  oatir. 
csn  change  the  international  laWjbutereryn- 
tion  is  competent  to  change  the  mode  of  fntk- 
ing  any  particular  offence  against  thai  lav.  T^ 
United  States  have,  for  instance,  changed  ik 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  guilt  of  a  spy.  Coatrtry 
to  former  practice,  a  statute  law  hudireetedtb^i 
persons  crarged  with  being  spies  shall  be  tried  fcf 
a  court  martial.  With  respect,  therefore,  to  tit 
two  individuals  to  whom  the  resolotioo  refo^^ 
you  are  to  look  first  into  authors  on  the  lano| 
nations,  to  determine  whether  yoo  caa  fu^ 
them,  and  then  to  our  own  laws  toaacemiaMV 
to  punish  them.  Oar  statute  law  being  sufB^ 
we  are  obliged  to  refer  to  the  mode  of  pvB^: 
ment  which  custom  has  established,  aad  vbjeA  i 
have  already  proved  to  be  the  law  of  this^' 
try.  An  examination  of  the  prioeiples^^''^ 
have  been  established  by  this  cnstom  vili  »o^ 
that  the  martial  law  of  this  country  Mot  sQ^n 

as  gentlemen  have  supposed.  If  it»^!p^.. 
is  in  cases  where  severity  is  necessary i  »  u  i> 
apparently  harsh,  it  i»  yet  discritniMi^C 
leaves  as  little  as  possible  to  the  passioosot  iDi|!; 
viduals,  and  it  decides  that  imputed  m  ^r^ 
be  ascertained  by  careful  investigation,  in  ^ 
hour  of  battle,  however,  everything  bends  low 
exigency  of  the  moment.  The  power  of  a  c« 
mander  over  the  lives  of  his  prisoners,  and  ers. 
of  his  own  men,  has  no  limit  bat  his  opini« 
the  necessity  of  sacrificing  them.  AlM<r 
friend,  General  Jesup,  at  the  batde  of  Niip 
then  a  Major,  and  acUng  with  a  singlej*'^^ 
upon  the  flank  of  Scott's  brigade^  hid  o>^ 
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prisonen  cqatl  in  nvmber  to  his  own  commaDd : 
they  were  learing  him  each  moment,  aod  proba< 
bly  retttroiDg  asain  to  the  eonfliet;  in  saeh  a 
case  the  laws  of  war  would  have  authorized  bis 
destroying  them ;  but,  generous  as  brave,  he  de- 
clined to  ezerciso  his  right.  To  prevent  theeoU'* 
tagion  whieh  a  single  example  frequently  spreads 
to  a  dangerous  extent,  the  recreant  who  turns 
from  the  bayonet  of  his  foe,  is  arrested  by  the 
ball  of  bis  comrade.  Nay,  a  regiment,  even  a 
"whole,  line,  may  be  directed  by  a  oommauder  to 
fire  upon  another  who  hesitates  to  ad  ranee  upon 
the  enemy^  or  by  a  shameful  fliffbt,  to  destroy  the 
hopes  of  victory*  But  the  batOe  once  over,  the 
indiscriminate  and  furious  Mars  is  banished  from 
the  camp;  its  councils  are  directed  by  the  more 
interesting  attribute  of  his  warrior  sister.  No 
blood  is  sbed  but  upon  the  altar  of  justice,  and 
not  until  her  discriminating  and  equal  eye  has 
passed  over  the  circumstances  of  the  imputed 
guilt,  and  she  has  deliberately  pronouneed  the 
sentence;  punishment  is  only  to  follow  convie* 
tion,  and  conviction  after  a  thorough  examination 
before  a  competent  tribunal.  I  will  not  say,  sir, 
that  there  is  no  exception  to  this  rule;  but  the 
exceptions  are  such  as  most  strongly  confirm  the 
general  princinle. 

The  principle  for  which  I  contend  is  not,  that 
I  know  of,  to  be  found  in  any  author,  but  it  is  as 
well  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  precedents ; 
and  all  those -warrant  me  in  giving  the  opinion 
that,  in  all  cases  where  the  punishment  is  intend* 
ed  to  be  inflicted  for  some  crime  committed  by 
a  man  in  his  individual  capacity,  that  then  a 
trial  is  necessary,  by  a  special  court  or  beard  of 
officers  appointed  tor  the  purpose.  But  where 
the  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted  upon  an  indi- 
vidual who  is  himself  innocent  of  any  crime,  as 
in  the  case  of  Captain  Asgiil,  but  who  suffers  in 
retaliation  for  the  act  of  another,  no  trial  is  ne- 
cessary, for  no  guilt  is  to  be  ascertained ;  no  mode 
or  degree  of  punishment  is  to  be  deteunined  upon; 
because  it  is  already  fixed  by  the  act  for  which 
he  is  to  atone.  In  such  a  case,  a  selection  by  lot, 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  commanding 
Qeneral,  is  the  proper  course.  In  every  other 
case  where  the  punishment  of  a  prisoner  is  a  de- 
liberate act,  I  challenge  gentlemen  to  show  a  sin- 
gle precedent  occurring  in  our  own  army  to  con- 
tradict the  opinion  1  have  given.  That  which' 
appears  to  be  most  opposed  to  it,  is  the  case  of 
false  guides,  who  are  instantaneously  punished 
for  leading  an  army  in  a  wrong  direction,  and 
Tery  often  when  they  do  not  deserve  it.  A  re- 
markable instance  of  this  kind  is  to  be  met  with 
as  far  back  as  4he  days  of  Hannibal.  That  Gen- 
eral directed  an  Italian  to  conduct  his  army  to  a 
place  called  Cassaliaum.  Pronouncing  it  with 
his  foreign  tongue,  the  guide  misunderstood  him, 
and  conducted  him  to  Cossinum,  a  place  sur- 
rounded by  mountains.  His  ever  watchful  an- 
tagonist, Fabius,  immediately  occupied  all  the 
passes  of  the  mountains  and  garnished  their  sum- 
mits with  his  legions^  The  Carthagenian  re- 
lieved, himself  from  this  ad  de  taCy  by  the  well 
known  stratagem  of  lighted  fagots  tied  upon 


the  horns  of  a  large  number  of  oxen.  But  the 
unfortunate  guide  was  crucified.  If  the  case  of 
Colonel  Havne,  who  was  executed  at  Charleston, 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  is  quoted  against  me, 
I  answer,  that  the  Commander-in-chief,  Lord 
Cornwallis,  had  previously  issued  an  order  di- 
recting persons  taken  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  Colonel  Hayne  was  supposed  to  be  in. 
should  be  punished  with  death,  and  a  court  of 
inquiry  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  fact.  But  this  precedent  will  not  be  relied 
upon,  when  it  is  known  how  much  and  how  se- 
vere censure  has  been  cast  upon  the  perpetrators 
of  that  blood V  deed,  in  England  as  well  as  in 
America.  Indeed,  all  the  circumstances  which 
attended  the  case  serve  to  show  that  a  com- 
plete  trial  upon  all  such  occasions  is  essentially 
necessary  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  innocent 
bloods  Colonel  Hayne  was  eharffed  with  having 
borne  arms  against  the  British,  after  having  taken 
a  protection  as  a  British  subject.  This  is  an  of- 
fence of  a  similar  character  to  that  of  breaking  a 
parole,  of  one's  fightioff  against  the  nation  to 
whom  he  is  a  prisoner  of  war.  The  court  satis- 
fied themselves  of  the  two  facts  of  his  having  re- 
ceived a  protection,  and  afterwards  being  taken 
in  arms.  Those  facts  were,  I  believe,  not  denied 
by  the  Colonel;  but,  in  an  address  to  Lord  Eaw- 
don,  after  he  was  sentenced,  the  Colonel  declared 
that,  if  he  had  had  a  fair  trial  and  allowed  to  send 
for  witnesses,  he  would  have  been  able  to  justify 
his  conduct.  This,  the  historian,  Ramsay,  ad- 
mits he  might  have  done,  and  considers  him  a 
victim  to  British  vengeance.  In  a  note  to  the 
history  of  South  Carolina,  the  opinion  of  a  Brit- 
ish lawyer  upon  Colonel  Hayne's  case  is  given 
[Mr.  H.  here  read  the  following  passage :  ^'  No 
*  enemy  can  be  sentenced  to  death  In  consequence 
'  of  any  military  article  or  any  bther  martial  pro- 
'  cess  that  1  know  of,  without  a  previous  trial, 
'  except  spiesL  who,  by  the  articles  of  war,  are 
'  expressly  debarred  from  that  right."]  I  have 
already  shown  that  the  case  of  Captam  Asgiil, 
which  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Jobhson,}  and  much  relied  upon 
by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smtth,) 
dees  not  controvert  the  principle  which  1  main- 
tain. 

In  all  the  cases  which  have  been  mentioned  in 
the  coarse  of  the  debate,  where  an  Individual  enemy 
was  punishedi  one  excepted,  which  occurred  at 
Neir  Orleans^  and  which  1  shall  hereafter  refer  to, 
it  was  sanctioned  by  the  opinion  of  a  military 
court.  Mv  friends  from  Kentucky  and  Virginia 
(Messrs.  JoBfiaoN  and  STaoTHBB)  have  very 
triumphantly  introduced  two  cases  in  support  of 
their  opinion  of  the  omnipoteocy  of  a  commander* 
The  first  is  the  case  of  the  two  British  sergeants 
who,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  attempted  to  se- 
duce the  Pennsylvania  line;  and  the  latterj  of  a 
British  officer,  who  was  shot  in  South  Carolina, 
for  a  somewhat  similar  offence.  Now,  it  happens, 
unfortunately  for  their  argument,  that  the  Drum- 
head court  which  tried  these  men,  is  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  court  martial;  ordered  in  the 
same  way,  and  eonstitnted  in  the  same  way  as 
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eYcry  other  eoart  nuuntmJ.  The  only  differeBoe 
is,  that  the  process  is  condacted  with  store  celer- 
ity. It  is  called  a  Dram-head  court,  hecause, 
being  ceneraily  to  the  field  where  tl^nre  is  do 
table,  the  judge  adToeaie  writes  upon  two  drums, 
one  placed  upon  the  other ;  arcKind  which  the 
president  and  members  of  the  court  assemble.  I 
naTe  seen  two  such  courts  ordered  by  General 
Wayne;  one  for  the  trial  of  an  American  soldier, 
who  was  sentenced  by  it  to  be  shot  for  cowardice, 
and  the  other  for  the  trial  of  Antoine  Lassalle,  a 
Frenchman,  who  was  taken  within  the  lines  of 
our  army,  after  the  action  of  the  dOih  of  August, 
1794,  and  who  had  fought  with  the  Indians  on 
that  dair*  The  beuer  to  understand  this  subject. 
it  may  oe  necessary  briefly  to  name  the  seTeiai 
tribuiMls  that  are  acknowledged  by  our  miliury 
code.  They  are,  first,  the  ordinary  courts  mar- 
tini of  offences  committed  by  our  own  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  which  are  either  general  courts 
martial  for  the  trial  of  capital  or  other  high 
crimes,  or  regimental,  detachment,  or  garrison 
courts,  for  the  trial  of  inferior  oifenca.  Second, 
courts  of  inquiry,  which  report  facts  only,  unless 
Inquired  togife  an  o]Hnion,  out  which  pronounce 
no  sentence^  and  is  therefore  only  an  intermediate 
court*  Third,  boards  of  war.  or  special  courts 
martial.    And,  iburth,  councils  of  war. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  two  first  are 
pointed  out  in  the  articles  of  war.  The  authority 
to  order  the  two  last,  is  a  prerogatire  of  e? ery 
commandiog  General,  given  to  him  by  the  cus- 
tom of  war.  Distinetlv  marked  as  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  two  last  are,  I  was  astonished 
to  hear  them  confounded,  not  only  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, but  by  the  gentleman  from  Viigmia, 
(Mr.  Smttb)  himself  a  miliury  man,  who  has 
giTcn  to  his  country  a  very  Taluable  compen- 
dium of  field  tactics.  The  first  is  a  criminal 
tribunal;  the  latter  ezclusirely  confined  to  the 

Enrpose  of  adrisinjr  the  General  as  to  the  course 
e  18  to  pursue,  with  regard  to  the  operations  of 
his  army. 

It  is,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  in  the  power 
of  the  General  to  adopt  or  reject  their  opinion, 
either  on  the  whole,  or  in  part,  as  he  coooses. 
His  power  orer  the  criminal  militarv  tribunals 
is  much  more  limited.  By  the  articles  of  war. 
the  sentence  of  a  court  martial  cannot  be  carriea 
into  effect  without  the  approbation  of  the  Gen- 
eral who  has  ordered  the  court,  and  he  may  dis- 
approve the  sentence  and  direct  the  prisoner  to 
be  discharged,  or  approve  it,  and  then  pardon  the 
criminal.  Custom  has  also  given  him  the  power 
to  send  back  the  proceedines  and  direct  the  court 
to  re-examine  the  ease,  and  he  may  recommend 
a  different  sentence— one  more  severe,  if  he  thinks 
it  a  case  requiring  severity,  and  point  out  any 
error  that  he  conceives  they  may  nave  commit- 
ted. But  the  court  are  not  bound  by  his  recom- 
mendation— but  are  alwajrs  at  liberty  to  pass  the 
sentence  in  conformity  with  their  own  views  of 
propriety.  This  sentence  he  may  either  execute 
or  not,  as  he  pleases,  or  he  may  execute  a  part 
and  remit  the  balance,  but  he  cannot  change  the 
sentence  for  one  more  severe^  or  even  inflict  a 


lighter  punisbmeut  than  chatwhiek  ikfauaa 
of  the  court  directs,  if  it  is  a  puniAmenitfti' 
ferent  kind.  He  cannot,  for  iaMaee,  nkm 
whipping  for  death,  nor  cashieiiaf  for  dettk; 
nor  can  there  be  any  possible  m«n  why  h 
should  have  any  greater  power  orer  the  ipeol 
criminal  tnbunaliLoidered by hiB,tkuiorertk 
ordinary  courts.  But  whether  thsre  cu  be  of 
reason  given  for  it  or  not,  the  maitiillavgini 
him  no  other  powers -and  I  deff  gatlemet  s 
show  a  single  precedent  for  their  opinioi.  A^ 
on  Conru Martial,  pace  38:  '^  CeoitininulM 
'  at  present  held  by  the  same  auikomr  u  tkt 
'  other  courts  of  judicature  of  tke  hopJoBfOd 
'  the  Kiiig  and  his  Generals,  (whcscapomed 
'  to  appoint  them,)  has  the  same  prcngaiKtf 
'  moderadng[  the  rigor  of  the  law.  ssdiaiiouiK 
'and  nrnittinc  punishment,  but  he  em  aonee 

*  add  to,  nor  uter  the  aentence  of  scout  b» 
'  tial  than  he  ean  a  judgment  givm  is  tkeeoas 
<  of  law.  The  King  has  an  uBdsabidn^(io 
'  dismiss  an  officer  or  soldier  from  hit  eniu, 
'  without  a  trial,  but  this  power  saooot  Ihu  i 
'  court  martial,  in  a  master  left  to  tlioirdeeuia, 
'  if  men  most  solemnly  swum  to  be  fuded  bf 
'  their  conscienees,  and  to  admiaiilcr  pm 

*  without  partiality,  favor,  or  afieetioii,  eu  ke 
'  trusted.'' 

It  is,  I  understand,  a  pren^gativeef  tbeCnsi 
of  Great  Britain,  to  order  a  special  coon  ddfe 
and  terminer.  ButtheKinghasaoantkomjew 
the  sentence  that  such  courts  nay  psis,  M 
he  has  not  over  the  saniences  of  otliercoom.  I 
anticipate  the  objection  which  mtf  be  aadi 
that  this  commission  is  directed  to  paMO<'J| 
are  already  judges.  Sir,  this  is  pntn^ 
case  with  the  military  tribunals;  alltbeoiK0 
of  an  army  are,  by  law,  military  ju6gt$,  tod  via 
the  ordinary  couru  are  eonstitnted.  thef  aietua 
indiscriminately  by  regular  detail  iBtfaecas 
of  special  courts,  the  pfactioe  it)  I  beyere,u 
designate,  as  it  is  in  the  civil  coarts,udisw 
term  qiuiym  seems  to  imply.  A  lefercve  u 
the  origin  of  courts  martial,  as  well  u  tk  pitc* 
tice,  will  show  that  I  am  correct.  All  H^^ 
of  courts  martial  were  originallf  perfoiuM'* 
Kogland  by  the  court  of  ehifalry^eoiBpof"'^ 
two  judges ;  this  continued  until  the  mj^ 
between  the  Parliament  and  Chsrici  Ij^ 
a  designation  of  a  particular  Bonber«f  »^ 
by  name,  was  made  by  act  of  PsrlitfKii'^ 

whom  twelve  were  to  be  taken  to  ^,^"' 
martial.    By  the  subsequent  act,  ciNtb«mtr 

tiny  biU,  passed  in  1689,afker  tbiRev^^^^^ 
all  the  officers  were  made  liable  to  at  oseoort^ 
martial,  and  the  practice  has  beeo  csm^* 
£ngland,  and  adopted  by  us,  to  tbe  meiti^t^ 
From  the  whole  of  these  premioei}  I  in  tn^ 
ized  to  draw  the  following  conclonosi: 

1st.  That  prisoners  of  war,  ia  this  ^^^j^ 
not  at  the  arbitrary  disposal  of  the  toam^ 
General,  or  the  President  of  the  Uaited  Sb^ 
but,  that  they  are  under  the  piotecdoB  or  9^ 
or  of  customs  having  the  authority  of  ^^^ 
addition  to  the  precedents  to  wkleh  1  b>^<.'^ 
red,  I  find  in  Adye,  p.  5,  that  the  ngbu  <»  P^ 
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ners  were  under  tlie  proteetion  of  the  court  of 
hivalrv. 

2d.  That  when  a  charge  is  made  opoa  a  pri»- 
ner,  for  a  crime  committed  by  himself,  he  is  to 
e  allowed  a  fair  trial  by  a  board  of  officers,  eon- 
Litatiosr  A  special  court. 

3d.  That  orer  the  prooeediogs  of  this  court, 
he  Qeueral  has  no  greater  or  other  authority  than 
e  has  over  the  proceedings  of  ordinary  courts 
aartial. 

By  applying  these  principles  to  the  trials  and 
xecutioD  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  I  am  led 
0  the  conclusion  that  the  trial  of  both  was  cor- 
ect,  bat  that  the  execution  of  Ambrister  was 
rrong,  because  it  was  not  in  accordance  to  the 
entence  of  the  court.  It  is  the  first  instance,  I 
»ielieye,  where  any  man  was'  punished  by  death 
Q  opposition  to  the  sentence;  nor  is  there,  that  I 
[now  of,  but  a  single  instance,  where  the  recom- 
nendation  of  the  court  did  not  save  tbe  life  of 
he  accused.  ^  The  one  to  which  I  allude,  is  the 
;ase  of  Admiral  Byng,  who  was  shot  in  the  year 
1745,  although  the  court  unanimously  recom- 
aended  him  to  the  mercy  of  tbe  King.  It  was  a 
ecommendation,  too,  unaer  circumstances  which 
ptve  it  a  claim  to  more  than  ordinary  attention ; 
mdeedi  it  loight  almoat  be  considered  as  a  second 
lentence,  as  they  deolmred  thai  they  did  not  think 
le  merited  dealh.  I  justify  the  execution  of  Ar* 
>athnot  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  sentenced 
>y  a  legal  tribunal.  It  has  been  objected  to  by 
ny  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lownobs) 
>ecau8e  he  was  a  non-combatant,  taken  out  of  a 
leotral  fort;  and  by  other  gentlemen,  from  de- 
fect in  the  testimony.  His  being  a  non  comba- 
:ant,  should  not  have  saved  him^  if  it  was  ascer- 
ained,  upon  his  trial,  that  he  stimulated  the  In- 
lians  to  their  barbarous  warfare,  which  pays  no 
•espect  to  non-combatants ;  nor  should  I  imagine 
bat  his  being  found  ina  neulral  fort  should  have 
prevented  his  punishment,  if  the  taking  tbe  fort 
;ould  have  been  justified  on  other  grounds.  The 
:ourt,  at  least,  could  know  nothing  of  Qeoeral 
Fackfion's  orders,  aad  must  have  supposed  that 
le  was  properly  authorixed  to  take  it,  With 
>egard  to  the  sappoeed  defect  in  the  testimony, 
IS  I  am  no  lawyer,  I,  perhaps,  may  be  likely  to 
rorm  an  erroneous  opinion,  but  it  does  appear  to 
[ue  to  be  the  best  that  tne  nature  of  the  case 
would  admit  of.  I  will  further  add,  that,  al- 
though it  appears  to  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
rale,  by  the  writers  on  the  martial  law.  th%t  the 
rales  of  evidence  used  in  civil  courts,  are  appli- 
cable to  military  courts  also,  yet,  from  the  pro- 
seed  ings  of  courts  martial,  which  I  have  either 
seen  or  read,  it  is  evident  tnat  greater  latitude  is 
allowed  to  oDtain  the  opinions  of  witnesses  than 
io  civil  courts.  As  evidence  of  this,  I  beg  leave 
:o  refer  to  McArthur's  Treatise  on  Courts  Mar- 
lial,  and  to  his  report  of  the  trials  of  Admiral 
Bleppel,  Lord  Qeorge  Sackville,  and  General 
Whitelock,  in  all  o?  which  the  court  sustained 
the  propriety  of  witnesses  giving  opinions  to  an 
•stent  unknown,  I  believe,  in  civil  courts.  I  am 
aware,  sir,  of  the  objection  which  may  be  made 
(o  tbe  opinion  I  have  given  of  the  necessity  of 
iSih  CoH.  2d  Ssss.— 33 


trying  these  men,  viz.,  that,  as  they  had  identified 
themselves  with  the  Indians,  they  were  subject 
to  the  same  summary  punishment  that  was  used 
with  the  savages  themselves.  I  admit  tbe  right 
to  punish  these  white  men  to  tbe  fullest  extent, 
but,  I  believe  there  is  no  case  in  which  an  inves- 
tigation is  more  necessary  than  a  charge  of  this 
kind  ;  for^  should  we  adopt  it  as  a  rule  to  hang 
every  white  man  whom,  in  time  of  war,  we  find 
in  the  Indian  country,  or  even  in  arms  against 
us,  we  shall  punish  not  only  innocent,  but  often 
very  meritorious  men.  Such  are  found  among 
the  Indians  of  the  northwest,  either  made  pris* 
oners  at  an  early  age,  or  induced,  for  the  sake  of 
traffic,  to  serve  among  them.  In  the  long  war 
which  was  terminated  oy  the  peace  of  Gkeenville, 
many  of  their  traders  are  known  to  have  impov« 
erished  themselves  by  redeeming  our  captives, 
some  of  them  from  the  flames.  It  is  known,  too, 
that  many  of  them  were  forced  to  fight  in  the 
Indian  ranks  at  the  battle  of  the  Rapids.  It  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  advocated  the  omnipotency  of  the  com- 
mand ins  General  over  the  lives  of  his  prisoners^ 
should  have  paid  so  little  respect  to  tbe  opinion 
of  GeneralJackson. 

It  is  impossible,  after  an  examination  of  the 
documents  upon  the  subject  of  the  trial  of  Am- 
brister and  Arbuthnot,  not  to  believe  that  his 
opinion,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  trial,  precisely 
corresponds  with  that  which  I  have  given.  In 
his  despatches  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  says, 
that  these  men  were  legally  tried,  legally  sen- 
tenced, and  legally  executed.  Now,  what  is  a 
legal  trial,  but  by  a  court  constituted  according 
to  law  ?  Nor  would  the  court  have  suffered  it- 
self to  be  made  use  of  as  an  illegal  instrument  to 
effect  any  purpose.  It  was  composed  of  some  of 
the  most  intelligent  officers  of  tne  army.  They 
would  not  have  organized  themselves  as  a  court, 
unless  they  knew  that  the  order  under  which 
they  assembled  was  one  sanctioned  by  the  mar- 
tial law.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Sawtbb)  said  (and  I  believe  he  only  re- 
peated what  had  been  said  by  several  others) 
that  the  court  could  only  have  been  ordered  as  a 
court  of  inquiry.  At  the  time  that  gentlemen 
are'payinjf  the  highest  compliments  to  Genera) 
Jackson,  for  his  knowled^  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
they  will  not  allow  to  him,  and  a  select  number 
of  his  officers,  a  knowledge  of  the  most  common 
principles  of  their  profession.  Sir,  I  have  heard 
opinions  given  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  with 
regard  to  the  powers  of  a  Gkneral  over  his  pris- 
oners of  war,  which,  I  am  persuaded,  neither 
General  Jackson,  nor  any  of  the  officers  of  our 
army,  would  sanction.  That  there  are  bounds 
to  tbe  law  of  obedience  in  the  execution  of  pris- 
oners, gentlemen  will  find,  by  referring  to  the 
refusal  of  a  division  of  tne  French  army,  in 
Egypt,  to  execute  a  bloody  order  of  General  Bo- 
naparte ;  an  order  and  execution  which  may  have 
been  denied,  but,  unfortunately  for  the  fame  of 
the  General,  has  never  been  disproved. 

Sir,  I  am  sure  General  Jackson  would  never 
have  issued  such  an  order.    It  gives  me  pleasure 
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to  Btate,  upon  the  authority  of  «a  bononble  gea- 1 
Ueman  of  this  House,  who  was  an  eye-witoess, 
that  no  man  could  ha?e  acted  with  more  human- 
ity than  the  General  did  to  the  prisoners,  after 
the  battle  of  the  Horse  Shoe  i  that  not  only  every 
warrior  was  spared  who  surrendered  himself,  but 
that  several  of  our  own  men  lost  their  lives  in 
attempting  to  save  some  obtstinate  individuals 
who  refused  to  surrender;  and  that,  although  his 
own  troops  were  sufferiogi  he  would  not  permit 
the  corn  of  the  Indians  to  be  taken  from  them, 
and  that  the  wounded  Indians  were  dressed  and 
taken  care  of  as  his  own  men.  Pat,  should  any 
future  commander  undertake  to  execute  the  pow- 
ers over  his  prisoners,  which  gentlemen  are  dis- 
posed to  allow  him,  I  am  persuaded  that  instru- 
ments for  his  purpose  could  not  be  found  in  an 
American  army,  and  he  would  be  answered  as  a 
tyrannical  French  King  was  answered  by  a  mag- 
nanimous officer — *'  I  am  the  soldier  of  my  coun- 
trv,  but  not  its  executioner ;  you  must  seek  eise- 
waere  for  such  instruments." 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tall- 
Hadojb)  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  alluded  to 
an  event  of  the  Eevolutionary  war  (for  what 

J  purpose  I  did  not  ^ei\  undersund,  as  I  was  not 
ortunate  enough  to  hear  the  whole  of  the  gen- 
tleman's remarks)  in  a  manner  calculated  not 
only  to  casta  shade  over  the  character  of  one  of 
our  greatest  military  heroes,  but  upon  that  of  the 
country  itself.  I  extremely  reffret,  sir,  the  ab- 
sence of  the  gentleman,  a^  well  as  the  cause  of 
it.  If  he  were  in  his  seat,  I  am  persuaded  that 
his  candor  would  induce  him  to  retract  an  error 
into  which  he  has  been  led  by  a  partial  and  pre- 
judiced historian  of  our  Revolutionary  contest. 
In  speaking  of  the  storming  of  the  fortress  of 
Stony  Point,  by  a  detachment  of  the  Amerioan 
army  under  the  command  of  General  Wayne, 
the  gentleman,  upon  the  authority  of  Gordon,  a 
British  historian,  said  that  **  on  that  night  reuli- 
ation,  nay,  revenge,  drank  its  fill,  that  the  troops 
were  stimulated  to  this  feeling  by  the  watch- 
word. Bemember  the  PaoUy  Sir,  I  take  unon 
myself  to  assert  that  the  historian  Gordon  has 
totally  misrepresented  the  whole  of  that  transac- 
tion; and  I  would  refer  the  honorable  gentleman 
to  the  American  work  written  by  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  from  the  most  authentic 
documents,  to  show  that  he  bas  done  so.  It  is 
expressly  stated  in  that  history,  that  no  blood 
was  shed  after  the  enemy  ceased  to  resist,  and,  of 
course,  that  revenge  had  no  part  in  the  afiair ; 
nor  was  the  watchword  such  as  the  gentlemen 
has  supposed.  «  The  fort  it  our  own,''  was  the 
watchword,  and  was  first  given  by  the  then  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Posey  as  he  mounted  the  parapet. 
More  forluna^  in  that  particular  than  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  IVew  York,  I  knew  Gen- 
eral Wayne  personally  and  intimately.  The  foul 
passion  of  revenge  never  had  a  place  in  his  noble 
and  generous  bosom.  It  was  for  his  country 
alone  that  he  fought,  and  the  blood  of  her  ene- 
mies was  never  shed  by  his  order  but  in  lawful 
and  open  warfare,  or  as  just  and  necessary  retal- 
iation, in  which  personal  feeling  could  have  no 


iofloeoee.  Ytt,  etr,  I  well  MBolieetliii&K^ 
eye,  as  easy  to  be  melted  at  the  soft  roieeo[|ii| 
as  it  was  psompt  to  kindle  with  iBirtitludMs 
the  sound  of  the  uromjpet. 

UnderManding,Mff.Chairmafi,thattgeiil(iui, 
wnois  to  follow  me  in  the  dehaie,iBieads  tool!  ir 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  eQixespoodfOttcf 
mine  with  a  British  commander  daria|lbeUu«ii; 
in  which  the  doctrine  of  letaliatiea  ispkcedipa 
VBXj  stronff  ground,  to  prevent  the  dccomiis 
again  troubling  the  CMomittee,  I  moti  lefM 
the  Clerk  to  read  a  letter  to  Geaenl  Yiic(ai,ii 
the  Fall  of  1813.*    There  is  aothiif  ii  (toici(0 

*«  But,  flir,  there  is  aaether  snlgMivMvlutbl 
wish  an  expliciS  declaration :  WiUthikuivhs 
itill  adhere  to  the  caoae  of  His  BrittimicMijtSj  Vi 
suffered  to  continue  that  hoiriUs  q»cMiof  viHk 
which  thej  have,  as  heietofere,  practiMd  ifuvt  m 
troope— and  those  still  more  horribh  dcpndiMi 
upon  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  ou  finiin^  I 
have  suffident  evidence  to  show  that  eve&iki  bNR 
has  not  always  been  petpetrated  by  abmU  pirtii  ¥ 
vagrant  Tn'TSf'iiB,  acting  at  a  distanee  ftsiB  At  MiA 
amy.  fiome  of  Um  moat  etradoos  iaHawhR 
ooeuned  underibe  eyeeof  the  British  emMtfaei 
the  head  of  the  Indian  depaitwm.  Idiillpilr 
the  timgedy  of  the  river  BaiMB,  and  thst  tquif  Ml 
known  aoeae  which  wae  enaeled  en  tlM  Miiaip  ^ 
the  dafeat  of  Coloasl  IMUey.  and  sskct  thniSi|i 
inetances  of  eavaga  barbwi^,  conauttti  o^ " 
aoapioea  of  General  Proelor.  In  the  bsfisiurii^w 
a  small  party  of  Indtane,  condaatod  hj  u  (>»" 
chie^  who  I  believe  ia  now  with  Um  Biitihiaf 
under  your  command,  left  Maldtn,  in  bixk  eaMB 
which  they  coasUd  Lake  Erie,  to  the  laoath  of  P«ttF 
river:  the  canoes  wore  taken  acroei  the  Portaj^e 
the  Sandusky  bay,  over  which  the  party  procecdai-^ 
the  Cold  creek,  and  from  theoce,  bj  Its<l,to  tbe* 
tlemento  upon  that  riTer,  where  they  captQR<I  tsJ^ 
families,  consuting  of  one  man  and  twelre  ^^^ 
children.  After  taking  the  prisonen  fome  w*"^ 
one  of  the  women  was  diaoovered  to  be  uDiUe^N 
up  with  them,  in  conaeqeence  of  her  sdTWCMjW 
of  pregnancy.  She  was  imasedistely  ^""^It]^ 
stripped  naked,  her  womb  ripped  opeat  tod  at  w** 
Uken  oat  Three  or  imtr  of  the  duldien  «•*  !f 
eearively  butchered,  aa  Ihey  diseetsred  ^^ 
to  keep  up  with  the  party.  Upon  the  am««]" 
Indians  at  Maiden,  two  or  three  of  the  P»^/r 
ransomed  by  Oolonel  ElUett,  mi  the  ^/^^.r. 
citiiens  of  Detroit,  where  they  iwaiaed  w*"^ 
were  taken  off  by  their  friends,  npoa  tin  i«»^^ 
that  place  by  our  army.  I  undentsadt&tt;^'*!*^ 
chief  received  from  Colonel  EUiott  t  r?""^  "" 
his  cruelty. 

On  the  29th  and  90th  of  the  same  aQD\L.»^>^ 
party  of  Indians  were  sent  from  Maiden,  oa»viro 
pedition,  to  Lower  Sandusky.  At  a  frrnihooit^ 
that  place,  they  murdered  a  whole  ftrnflj-conKW 
of  a  man,  hia  wife,  son,  and  daughter. 

During  the  last  attack  upon  Fort  Meigs,  bry<»^ 
Proctor,  a  party,  headed  by  a  Seneci,  »Dd  ^JT 
friend  of  Tecnmseh,  was  sent  to  eodeevtTr  to  ^ 
from  onr  interest  the  ehawanese  of  WtpochiB» J" 
their  way  thither  they  murdered  seYeral  meo,  ^"^ 
woman  who  was  working  in  a  ooiafield.  ^ 

I  have  selected,  air,  the  ahoYO  from  a  ]^t  ^^ 
aimikr  inatancee  of  bariwi^,  which  the  M«r '^^ 
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locoiaittmit  with  the  prinetpics  wh'wk  I  'hare 
adranced.  If  it  wens  otherwiee,  I  deold  shelter 
nifself  Qoder  an  aet  of  Congmt,  passed  at  the 
aession  before  the  letter  was  wnttea,  expressly 
gtYing  the  power  which  it  claims.  Bat,  as  I  had 
much  rather  that  the  OonnDitiee  should  hare 
reason  to  ceasare  tnjr  jodgmeBltfaan  Qoveealaiif 
pan  of  the  tnasaetton,  1  oonfess  that  I  did  not 
JtDow,  when  the  leaer  w«s  wtitteO)  that  knj  such 
aet  had  passed.  It  was  nur  oenstraetton  of  the 
laws  of  aaiioaw  that  we  had  a  rwhtto  use  the  Id- 
diaos  who  were  on  oor  side  ia  the  same  way  that 
oar  enemies  did  with  thevrs.  I  haew  no  other 
way  of  patting  a  stop  to  the  massacre  of  our  eit* 
tzeosjcoariaoed  that  reodiatinff  upon  the  Indians 
woQld  be  asdesa  -aad  that,  if  the  Brttiah  com- 
manders  were  taaensftbie  to  the  claims  of  hoanaa- 
itjr,  the  cries  of  their  own  subjeels  weald  laaoh 
the  British  Throne,  aad  by  that  means  efiectual 
measures  woald-heitfdopted  toteslniin  their  har^ 
barons  allies.  Bat,  sir,  I  fonnd  it  easier  to  ihreasea 
retaliation  than  to  execute  it.  Whea  the  sitoeh> 
ing  scene  acted  upon  Cold  creek  was  first  oom- 
asuaieated  to  me,  I  not  only  promised  to  retaliate 
by  letting  loaee  our  lodians  upon  their  seftlemeats, 
Mt  I  D«le  a  solemn  row  that  I  would  do  it.  it 
ts  needless  to  say,  that,  when  I  entered  Canada 
and  mw  helpless  women  colieeledin  a  budiBeas 
a  sort  of  protection  against  the  possibiKty  of 
cracrage,  and  innocent  children  playing  before  the 

last  Msen  aenths  coaid  famish,  bscsmse  they  were 
peipetrstod,  if  notia  the  newef  the  Britisheoaussader, 
bry  parties  who  eaate  imoMdiately  from  his  camp  and 
rotaraed  to  ii — who  svea  received  their  daily  support 
from  the  King's  stores — end  who,  in  iect,  (ss  the  doo- 
UBienls  in  my  possession  will  show,)  form  a  part  of 
hie  army. 

To  retaliste,  then,  upon  the  subjects  of  the  King, 
would  hsYs  been  justified  by  the  laws  of  war  and  the 
osages  of  the  most  civilized  nations.  To  do  so  hss 
DDOst  amply  been  in  my  power.  The  tide  of  fortune 
las  changed  in  our  favor,  and  sn  extensive  and  flour- 
Ahing  provinee  opened  to  our  arms.  Nor  have  the 
netruments  of  vengeance  been  wanting.  The  sav- 
tffes,  who  sued  to  us  for  mercy,  would  glsdjy  have 
ibown  their  claims  to  it  by  redacting  upon  the  Aames 
he  bloody  scenes  of  Sandusky  and  Geld  creek.  A 
dngle  sign  of  spprobeiion  would  have  been  suflident 
o  pour  upon  the  sulnects  of  the  King  their  whole 
ory.  The  future  oenduet  of  the  British  ofieers  will 
leteranne  the  corrsctuem  of  Bsine  in  withholding  it. 
f  the  savages  should  be  again  let  loose  upon  our  set- 
lemeats,  I  shall,  with  justness,  be  eccused  of  haviug 
aerificed  the  interests  and  honor  of  my  country,  snd 
he  Uvee  of  our  fellow-citisens,  to  feelings  of  mistaken 
lomanity.  You  are  a  soldier,  sir,  and,  as  I  sincerely 
eiiere,  poaseas  all  th^  honorable  sentiments  which 
ught  always  to  be  found  in  men  who  follow  the  pro- 
sssion  of  arms.  Use,  then,  I  pray  you,  your  authority 
nd  influence  to  stop  that  dreadful  efiusion  of  innocent 
lood  which  proceeds  from  the  employment  of  those 
iTage  monsters,  whose  aid,  (as  must  now  be  discov- 
red,)  is  so  little  to  be  depended  on  when  most  wanted, 
nd  which  can  have  so  trifling  an  effect  upon  the  issue 
r  the  war.  The  effect  of  their  barbaritiee  will  not  be 
>nfiiied  to  the  present  generation  :  ages  yet  to  come 
ill  feel  the  deep^ooted  hatred  and  enmiQr  which  they 


dotfts  t>f  their  cottages,  that  I  not  only  forbore  to 
esecute  the  promise  to  retaliate,  but  I  informed 
the  Indinos  that,  if  they  offered  the  least  rioleace 
to  the  pereons  of  the  inhabltaots,  I  would  hang 
the  perpetrator  to  the  first  tree  ;  afid  the  order 
was  faithfully  obeyed.  My  row,  sir,  remains 
recorded  againet  me  in  Hearen,  unless,  indeed, 
the  aagel  of  mercy  shall  hare  dropped  upba  it  a 
tear  aad  blotted  it  out  forever. 

I  am  now,  sir,  to  consider  the  reeolution  in  re- 
lattoo  to  the  occupation  -of  the  Spanish  posts.  I 
^ree  entirely  with  those  geotlemen  who  disap- 
pror«  of  it,  as  the  exercise  of  a  power  excluslrely 
rested  in  the  National  Legislature.  The  4i!fffl- 
meots  in  support  of  this  optnioa  hare  beea  so  ably 
and  so  recently  brought  to  the  rlew  of  the  Cem- 
mitiee,  by  my  IrtendE  who  hare  preceded  me  in 
the  debate,  as  to  leare  me  little  to  add  ckpon  this 

Krt  of  the  subject.  I  admit  the  right  of  Geaeial 
ckson  to  follow  the  Indians  into  Florida,  but  I 
hare  not  been  able  to  diseorer  that  military  «^ 
eessi^  by  which  aloae  the  seiztog  of  Peasacola 
«Dd  Barancas  could  be  justified  under  the  iaWsof 
naiioas,  I  beg  leare  to  read  to  the  Commictea  the 
opiaioa  of  an  author  of  high  standing,  trho  has 
not  hitherto  been  referred  to  in  the  course  of  this 
debate.  Bynkershoek,  Laws  of  War,  page  68 : 
"But  he  who  commits  hostilities ti poo  the  terri« 
'  tories  of  a  friend  to  both  parties,  makes  war  upoa 
^  the  sorereign  who  goreras  them,  and  who,  by 
^  his  laws,  coerces  erery  rioleuee  by  whomsilerer 

*  it  may  be  committed."  In  psge  63  he  proceeds : 
"  I  do  not  pretend  that  the  conqueror  may  not 

*  justly  pursue  the  conquered  fleet,  eren  though 

*  he  should  be  driren  to  the  territory  of  a  neutral. 

♦  ■■  ■-  ■■  ■ 

most  piedaee  between  the  two  nations.  I  deprecate 
most  aincerely  the  dfeadful  alternative  which  will  he 
eflbred  to  me,  should  they  be  continned ;  but  I  so^ 
emnly  declare,  that  if  the  Indians  that  remain  under 
the  influence  of  the  British  Government  are  suffered 
to  commit  any  depredations  upon  the  citisens  within 
the  district  that  is  committed  to  my  protection,  I  will 
remove  the  restrictions  which  have  hitherto  been  im- 
posed upon  those  who  have  oflered  their  services  to 
the  United  States,  and  direct  them  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  their  own  way.  I  have  never  heard  a  single 
^excuse  for  the  employment  of  the  savages  by  your 
Government,  unless  we  can  credit  the  story  of  some 
Britidi  ofllcer  having  dared  to  assert  that,  ''as  we 
employed  the  Kentuckians,  you  had  a  right  to  make 
use  of  the  In£ans." 

If  such  injurious  sentiments  have  reslly  prevailed, 
to  the  prejudice  of  a  brave,  well  informed,  virtuous 
people,  it  will  be  removed  by  the  repreisentations  of 
your  offi^rs  who  were  lately  taken  upon  the  river 
Thames.  They  will  inform  you,  sir,  that  so  far  from 
offering  any  violence  to  the  persons  of  their  prisoneis, 
theae  iavaga  would  not  permit  a  word  to  escape  them 
which  was  calculated  to  wound  or  inauU  their  foelings, 
and  this,  too,  with  the  sufferings  of  their  friends  and 
relatives,  at  the  river  Raisin  and  Miami,  fresh  upoa 
their  recollection.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

P.  S.  I  pledge  myself  for  the  truth  of  the  above 
statement  in  relation  to  the  murders  committed  by  th^ 
ladiaas.  W.  H.  H." 
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<  But,  I  approre  the  direction  of  the  States  Gen- 

<  oral  in  their  decree*  of  the  10th  October,  1692, 

*  to  abstain  from  rioience  ia  the  port  itaelf,  be- 

*  caose  rioience  coold  not  be  done  there  without 

<  danger  to  the  neairal.    On  this  principle,  it  is 

<  not  lawful  to  begin  an  attack  on  sea  near  the  land 
'  within  shot  of  the  cannon  from  the  fortresees,  but 
'  it  is  lawful  to  continue  an  attack  already  com- 

*  menced,  and  pursue  the  enemy  into  a  jurisdic- 

*  tional  sea,  eren  close  to  the  land,  or  into  a  river, 

*  bay,  or  creek,  provided  we  spare  the  fortresses, 
^  though  ther  should  assist  the  enemy,  and  pro- 

<  vided  there  be  no  kind  of  danger  to  our  friends." 
In  the  following  page,  the  same  author  says :  "The 
law  is  the  same  on  the  land  as  on  the  sea."  This 
authority  then  is  conclnsiTe  that  the  taking  pos- 
session of  Pensacola  and  Barancas  by  Qeneral 
Jackson  was  an  act  of  war,  which  could  only  be 
nuthorized  by  a  declaration  of  war,  and  that  dec- 
laration the  Constitution  of  this  country  vests  in 
Congress  alone.  The  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi has  referred  to  some  instances  of  unauthor- 
ised hostilities  by  a  subordinate  officer,  not  being 
considered  by  the  nation  against  whom  they  were 
directed  as  cause  of  war.    Wherever  this  did  hnp- 

Een,  sir,  it  is  very  certain  that  the  aggressing  party 
ad  throwB  the  gauntlet,  and  had  put  the  peace 
beyond  their  control  if  the  other  bad  been  dis- 
posed to  war.  A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  honor  to 
state  to  the  House  the  circumstances  which  at- 
tended the  appearance  of  the  American  army  be- 
fore the  British  posts  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami, 
ID  the  year  1794.  So  perfectly  convinced,  sir, 
were  the  British  nation  that  the  attack  of  that 
post  would  have  produced  war  between  the  two 
nations,  that  the  merchants  of  London  presented 
Major  Campbell,  the  commandant  of  the  post, 
with  their  thanks,  and  a  service  of  plate  for  his 
forbearance  in  declining  the  challenge  which 
Qeneral  Wayne  seemed  to  have  offered. 

That  the  conduct  of  Qeneral  Jackson,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Spanish  posts,  was  unauthorized  by 
the  President;  that  be  considered  it  as  an  uncon- 
atitutional  act,  is  evident  from  his  having  agreed 
to  restore  them  to  Spain  without  the  authority  of 
a  law  of  Congress.  U  these  posts  were  a  legal 
acquisition  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  th^ 
President  could  no  more  surrender  them  by  his 
own  authority,  than  he  could  restore  to  Qreat 
Britain  the  frigate  Macedonian,  or  any  other  cap- 
ture made  during  the  late  war.  The  territory 
acquired  by  the  arms  of  the  nation  in  legal  war- 
fare IS  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  cannot  be 
disposed  of  by  the  Executive  authority  alone. 
But,  sir,  however  strongly  confirmed  I  may  be  in 
the  opinion,  that,  io  taking  the  Spanish  posts,  the 
Oeneral  not  only  exceeded  his  orders,  and  that 
too  without  the  necessity  for  doing  so,  which  has 
l>een  made  the  ground  of  his  defence,  I  am  unwil- 
ling to  cast  any  censure  upon  him  but  what  may 
be  the  consequence  of  the  assertion  of  the  rights 
of  this  House,  the  sacred  depository  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  Nor  can  I  possibly  conceive 
that  the  passage  of  the  resolution  will  do  the  least 
injury  to  Qeneral  Jackson  as  a  man  or  as  a  com- 
mander; that  there  would  be  less  inclination  in 


House  or  the  nation  to  intrust  an  tmy  to\ii 
commandj  than  there  would  have  ben  bcfoittli 
investigation  had  taken  place.  Tke  decitiMif 
one  nun  or  any  body  of  men  against  tke  diei^ 
of  another,  when  the  motives  are  eoosidend  m- 
rect,  is  not  supposed  to  inflict  anyiDJarr.  A» 
perior  eo«rt  pronoonces  the  senteaee  oi  u  iife^ 
rior  wrong,  uaconstitutioiiaL  ladecd,  ibe  Si- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  htre  ihit  pows 
as  it  regards  a  law  passed  bf  Coafim  Soks 
the  President,  and  it  has  been  exereiid  vita. 
as  I  am  persuaded,  a  singie  iadivikii  Deober 
feeling  himself  insulted  or  aggrieretf  bf  (&ed^ 
eisioD. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  ia  always  a  mauciflf  ddiaef 
to  examine  the  motives  of  the  condaetoCuiidi- 
vidoal.  1  think  however  that  in  the  pranien 
such  an  examination  ia  not  only  pvoper  for  i 
thorough  nnderstaoding  of  the  cafe,bQ(itiiM 
as  a  matter  of  justice  to  Qcoeral  JacliQi,u^ 
particularly  as  it  relates  to  the  charge  of  dislb^ 
dienee  of  orders. 

A  military  officer  is  frequently  ia  litmioBQf 
l^reat  delicacy  and  danger,  arisiag  fron  tkaie 
tty  of  the  general  prineii^es  of  liaty,  vAk 
undefined  nature  of  those  which  are  MBctiae 
permitted  to  oontrol  them.  In  theariidoofw 
he  finds  one  which  claims  from  hio,  Id  wiUR 


of  dutv,  unlimited  obedience  to  his  sopcrimui 
he  looks  in  vain  for  an  exception  to  slielKriiia 
from  the  death  or  disgrace  which  is  tbe  eoW' 
quenoe  of  his  neglect.  Bxeeptions  are  bovtw 
admitted  to  exist,  in  which  disobedieoee  nif d« 
only  meet  with  impunity,  bnt  become  v^^ 
rions  duty«  and  from  the  eonseqoeoees  tnrieif 
it  obtain  for  him  the  highest  rewardi  froa^ 
country.  Singular  as  it  may  appear,  oo  ou  c>2 
serve  long  in  an  army  without  beiag  ctUetf  opn 
to  decide  between  a  plain,  written,  posiiirebt. 
denouncing  the  severest  punishmenc  for  i^ 
dieoce,  and  the  unwritten  undefined  txct^ 
which' be  is  left  to  discover  by  his  owd  sa^ci^ 
It  is  a  case  full  of  difficulty  and  dasser.  p^ 
prudent  cautious  man  pursues  thebroa^titci^ 
ordinary  rules,  adhering  to  the  letter  of  bis  "i- 
structions,  avoiding  responsibility,  aod  vm 
his  personal  safety  his  principal  object,  i^ 
more  generous  and  enthnsihsuc  spirit  vu/ fre- 
quently do  that  which  the  common  piBop  ^' 
duty  will  not  authorize,  and  rest  bit  jostiK<<'<>B 
upon  the  purity  of  his  motives.  Tbeie^**^^ 
he  is  fully  aware  will  not  always  san^?;^"" 
indeed  such  is  the  necessary  rigor  of  ntrtiw** 
that  his  justification  must  rest  alm(Steielnmi| 
upon  the  result  of  the  course  he  psrsoes.  y^ 
be  in  vain  for  a  General  who  comowds  t» 
wing  of  an  army,  and  loses  a  battle  by  a  di$<* 
dienee  of  orders,  to  shelter  himself  aoder  tbie^ 
rectness  of  bis  intentions.  He  must  show  t^ 
the  thing  he  did  was  right,  and  the  besteTid««> 
of  its  being  right  is  the  success  that  atieBdi^ 
Under  this  awful  responsibility,  with  the  np 


man  may  not  only  disobey  an  order,  bat  lop^ 
ticular  situations  he  may  do  ihiop  ^.^.l 
common  cases  he  would  i^ndder  bat  to  cbiaiO' 
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If  for  inslanee  the  wcond  in  eommaDd  at  West 
Poiat,  when  Arnold  designed  to  have  eorrendered 
it  to  the  enemy,  bad  satisfied  himself  from  the 
ciTcamstanoes  before  him  that  treaeberv  was 
meditated  by  his  commander,  he  shonla  have 
seized  his  person  and  taken  the  command.  Bat 
the  consequences  flowing  from  such  an  example 
are  so  awful  that  I. do  not  see,  under  any  circum- 
stances, how  a  court  martial  could  do  otherwise 
than  sentence  him  to  suffer  death,  to  sustain  the 
ri^or  of  discipline.  I  would  do  so ;  and  pardon, 
honor,  and  promote  him,  afterwards.  It  may  be 
said  that  no  person  would,  under  such  ciroum* 
stances,  run  so  great  a  hazard.  I  answer  that 
every  ffood  officer  would  do  it,  as  it  is  the  first 
principle  of  his  profession  never  to  regard  per- 
sonal consequences  of  any  description  in  the  per- 
formance of  bis  duty. 

Sir,  I  have  no  information  as  to  the  train  of 
reasoninff  that  led  General  Jackson  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  Spanish  post&  but  what  is  commu- 
nicated to  every  member  of  the  Committee ;  but 
I  have  a  clue  to  unravel  them,  in  a  knowledge  of 
Che  principles  which  governed  him  in  patting 
New  Orleans  under  martial  law  in  1814.  He 
well  knew  that  he  was  violating  the  laws  of  his 
country,  and  that  his  justification  would  depend 
upon  his  success ;  and  that  suecess  he  coula  not 
eommand,  although  he  might  deserve  it.  But 
he  knew  that  the  unfavorable  consequences  of 
the  act  he  was  about  to  commit  would  be  personal 
to  himself,  and,  like  a  true  soldier,  he  determined 
to  disregard  them.  Now,  air,  I  am  perfectly  con- 
fident that  under  the  guidance  of  the  same  prin- 
ciples his  conduct  in  relation  to  Pensaeola  is  to 
he  explained.  He  knew  that  we  had  ample  cause 
of  war  against  Spain  |  that  the  nation  were  not 
arerae  to  it,  if  it  could  be  undertaken  upon  pro- 
per principles.  Fresh  injuries  had  been  received, 
with  which  the  National  Legislature  could  not 
be  acquainted.  He  was  in  the  country,  in  the 
legal  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  evidently  eounte- 
nanced  and  assisted  by  the  Spaniards.  If  the  Le- 
gialature  were  In  poesessioa  of  these  facts,  would 
they  not  immediately  authorize  him  to  take 
possession  of  those  posts  7  Ought  he  net  to  anti- 
cipate their  wishes?  What  would  be  the  con- 
seqoente  of  his  doing  it  1  If  the  measure  should 
he  approved,  all  would  be  right;  if  it  should  be 
disapproved,  the  remedy  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Gbvernment,  by  restoring  the  posts.  The 
consequences  at  any  rate  could  only  be  a  censure 
to  himself,  which  he  would  disregard,  if  his  mo- 
tives were  appreciated. 

I  cannot  but  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  frequent 
appeals  which  have  been  made,  in  this  discussion, 
to  the  distinguished  services  of  General  Jackson, 
by  those  who  entirely  approbate  his  conduct.  A 
proper  reference  to  these  might,  I  suppose,  have 
been  safely  trusted  to  their  opponents  upon  this 
[luestion.  If  his  oonduct  upon  other  occasions 
has  been  brought  to  our  view,  for  the  purpose  of 
iodieatiag  the  motives  which  governed  him,  in 
relation  to  the  objects  of  our  inquirv,  it  was  cer- 
tainly unnecessary,  as  the  purity  or  his  motives 
has  never  been  questioned.    Nor  was  it,  I  think, 


necessanr  to  remind  us  of  the  gratitude  we  owe 
him.  u  the  important  services  of  General  Jack- 
son are  already  forgotten  hy  the  Representatives 
of  the  nation,  it  will,  I  acknowledge,  be  a  worse 
indication  of  the  state  of  the  times  than  some  of 
the  doctrines  which  have  been  advanced  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion.  Has  my  friend  from 
South  Carolioa  (Mr.  Lownobs)  forgotten  the 
sentiments  with  which  he  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  in  an  address  to  this  House,  which 
caused  all  to  acknowledge  that  the  orator  was 
worthy  of  the  theme,  as  the  theme  was  of  the 
orator  7  And,  sir,  how  short  a  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  members  of  this  House  were  perfectly 
electrified  by  a  burst  of  eloquenee  on  the  same 
subject  from  a  different  source,  (Mr.  Clat,) 
which  could  never  have  been  produced  if  the 
sentiments  of  the  heart  had  not  corresponded 
with  the  terms  in  which  they  were  delivered  I 
And,  if,  sir.  (what  I  cannot  believe,)  the  services 
of  Qeneral  Jackson  were  intended  as  a  setniff 
against  any  subsequent  misconduct,  the  motive 
would  be,  in  my  opinion,  still  more  improper.  A 
Republic  can  commit  no  greater  error  than  the 
admission  of  such  a  principle.  The  danger  of 
such  a  government  is  always  in  proportion  to  the 
confidence  it  reposes  in  individuals. 

Fidelity  to  a  nation  in  a  foreign  war  is  not  al- 
ways followed  by  fidelitv  to  the  principles  of  its 
government.  History  furnishes  a  thousand  ex* 
amples  to  show  that  a  brilliant  career  of  public 
service  may  in  the  same  man  be  terminated  by 
schemes  of^  unbounded  ambition  and  the  perpe- 
tration  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes.  Rome, 
rocked  in  the  cradle  of  Mars,  making  war  her 
trade,  deprecated,  by  her  pravers  and  her  sacri- 
fiees,  and  provided  for  by  a  deposite  of  treasure 
sacred  to  that  object  alone^  one  only  war.  An 
invasion  of  northern  barbarians  had  already  sus- 
pended her  fate  by  a  thread,  and  seemed  to  mock 
the  prophecy  of  universal  dominion.  In  the  pe- 
riod of  her  greatest  glory,  when  her  fortitudsL 
her  perseverance,  and  her  valor,  had  triumphed 
over  the  wealth  of  Carthage  and  the  genius  of 
Hannibal ;  when  the  firmness  of  the  Qreoian  pha- 
lanx had  yielded  to  the  pliancy  and  promptitude 
of  her  leffions ;  when  her  triumphant  eagles  had 
already  been  planted  on  the  shores  of  iuia,  and 
the  successors  of  Alexander  anticipated  their  fate 
as  the  result  of  a  valor  of  which  they  knew  not 
the  source,  and  of  tactics  which  they  could  not 
understana--at  this  pjeriod  of  her  greatness,  a 
mighty  swarm  of  ferocious  barbarians  hung  upon 
the  summit  of  the  highest  Alps.  Desolation  had 
marked  its  progress^  from  the  shores  of  the  Baltic. 
The  legions  which  had  ventured  to  oppose  its 
progress  had  been  sweot  away  as  the  dew-drops 
of  the  morn  before  the  feet  of  the  passenger.  Dis- 
may and  terror  pervaded  the  provinces  of  Italy. 
The  Roman  people  trembled — the  Senate  itself 
was  confounded.  In  this  moment  of  extreme 
distress,  every  eye  was  turned— -not  upon  a  hero— 
not  upon  a  Washhtoton.  Marina  wanted  that 
elevation  of  mind,  those  honorable  sentiments, 
which  distinguish  the  true  hero.  His  talents 
were  equal  to  the  occasion ;  he  saved  his  countryi 
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IM  be  Mved  it  to  pray  «poD  U  himseir*.  If  tbe 
iHgiMftI  aenrtefft  coald  claim  indeiBJUtf  for-crine, 
tbfA  might  tho.  oonq^ror  of  Plala«i  have  been 
•ttfirfvd.to  eontiotm  bis  uiarpatioaa  antil  be  bad 
(Hf  aied  a  ikrone  npoa  tbe  rmna  of  Grecian  iibcffty. 
Sir)  it. will  not  be  understood  tbai  I  mean  loeomr 
pare  Qenecal  Jaekaea  witb  tbeae  mea.  No;  I 
believe  tbai  tbe  pHnoiples  of  the  patriot,  aie  at 
fiimly  fixed  in  bia  boaom  as  those  of  tbe.  sol- 
cUer. 

Bat  n  lUpublican  QoTerameni  should  mabe  no 
diiCinetioas  betveeo  men,  and  should  nerer  relax 
its  maxims  of  seenrity  for  any  iadlWdttal.  bow* 
ever  diftinguisbed.  No  man  sbonM  be  alio  wed 
to  say  that  be  could  do  that  with  impnnity  wbieb 
aootbercould  notdow  If  tbe  Father  of  his  Coon* 
try  were  alive  and  in  the  administration  of  the 
Qovemment^  and  had. authorized  tbe  taking. of 
tbe  Spanish  poals,  I  would  declare  my  disappro- 
bation of  it  as.readily  as  I  do  now.  my,  mere-* 
because  tbe  more  distinguished  the  individual,  the 
more  salutary  the  example.  No  one  ean  tell  how 
soon  such  an  exaaafile  would.be  beaefieial»  Qen- 
eval  Jadbon  will  be  faithful  to  bia  country ;  but 
Ireeolleet  that  the.  virtues  and  patriotism  of  Em- 
bios  and  Seipio^were  soon  followed  by  the  crimes 
of  Marios  and  tbe  uaurpatton  of  SylUt*  I  am 
sme,  that  it  is  not  tbe  intention  of  any  gentleman 
upen  this,  floor  to  tub  Gkeaecal  Jacksooof  a  siufie 
ray  of  glory,  mueb  iesa  to  wound  bis  feelingjsor 
ii^Urebis  leputatiim.  And, wJubtl  thank  my 
fneiMl  from  llississippi,  (Mr.  PoinDurrBUi)  in 
tbe  name  of  those  wno  agree  with  me  that  Gieo- 
era!  Jackson. baa.  done  wrong,  I  most  be  permit* 
ted  to  dediae.  the  una  of  the  address  wbicJi  he 
has  flo.  obligingly  prepared  for  ^^  and  substiiote 
the  follewing,a8  more  consonant  lo.our  views 
and  opintOQA.  If  tbe  resolutions  pass,  I  would 
addiesa  bim^  tbnat    ^*In  the  performance  of  a 

*  sacred  duty  impeaed  by  their  constmetion  of 

*  the  Constitution,  the .  Representatives  of  the 
'people,  have  found  it  oceesaary.  to  disapprove  a 
'sin^  afit  of  your  brilliant  career;  they  have 
'  done  it  in  the  full  conviction  that  the  hero  wiio 
'  baa  guarded  her  ri^ta  in.  the  field,  wil4  bow 
^  witb  ratereiiee  to  the  civil  iasiitutions  of  bis 

*  counlry'—ibat  be  has  admit ledac  biacieed,  thet 

*  the  charaoter  of  the  soldier  caa  neiwr  be  com? 

*  ptoe  without  eternal  refesenceUo  the  character 

*  of  the  ciiiafen*    Yoorcounuy  has  done  for  you 

*  all  tbat  a.&epublio  can  do  for  the  xkost  favored 

*  of  her  sons.  Tbe  age  of  deification  ia  paat  $  it 
'  WSJ). an  age  of  tyranny  and  barbariam  i  tae  ado* 
<  BatiQO  of  man  should  be  addressedito  his  Or eacor 
'  aloae*.  You  have  been  feasted  in  the  Pratanes 

*  of  tbe  cities    Your  statue  shall  be  placed  in 

*  the.  Capitol,  and.  your  name  be  found  in  the 

*  songs  of  the  virgins.    Qs>^  gallant  chiefi  aad 

*  hear  with  you  the  gratitude  of  your  country. 

*  Go^  under  the  full  conviction  that  as  her  glory 

*  is  identified  with  yours,  she  has  nothing  more 

*  dear  to. her  but  ber  laws— nothing  more  sacred, 

*  but  her  ConstitutioD.  £ven  an  unintentional 
'  error  cball  be  aanetifled  to  her  service.    It  will 

*  teach  posterity  ihat  the  Government  wbieb 
'  could  disapprove  the  conduct  of  a  Marcellui^ 


*  will  bare  tkofortitada  to  crush  tbs  imi^ 
<  Marios." 

Tbeae  sentimeatSi  sir,  lead  to  rcnlu  in  vhidt 
all  muat  unite*  Genival  Jackaoa  wiii  tiiaini^ 
in  the  hearts  of  bis  fellow<-citizeni|  sa4  \ktQv^ 
stitqtioa  of  our  country  wiU  beiouisctsl 


TBuaaoaT,  ffehnaryi 

The  House  met  under  closed  doon,  ud  coif 
tinned  in  prirate  session  until  near  foer  o'eiod^ 
when  the  doors  were  0|>ened,  and  tbe  iamcm 
of  secrecy  having  been  in  pert  remorediroB  tie 
secret  proceedings,  it  appmred  that  de  meaf 
ments  proposed  l^  the  Senate  to  tk  Milittrf 
Appropriation  bilL  to  cany  into  dEeeientiii 
stipulations  of  the  late  treaty  witb  tbeCUebiiw 
Indians,  had  been  tbe  subject  of  tbe  printe  A^ 
liberations  of  the  House,  which  resulted  is  cor 
cnrrenee  with  the  Senate's  amendmesb. 


FxioAV,  February  & 

Mr.  SflHTB,  of  Maryland,  firom  tbe  GoaaiQa 
of  Ways  and  Meansp  who  weie.imtneted  u  » 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  autborisiag  tiie  i^ 
pointmeiU  of  an  agent,  ia  each  of  the  esoBtind 
the  several  Siatea,  to  receive  the  tax  Ase  to  ik 
General  Govenuuttit  on  laada  wbieb  tie  amp 
be  aeld  for  tbe  non-payment  of  the  taxes,  oaiit 
report  thereon;  which  wan  read^and  the  iwi* 
tioa  tbareia  contained  was  eoacorred  is  bii^ 
House,  as  follows: 

iiafolced^  That  it  is,  in  their  opisios,  ii» 
padient  to  authoriae  tM  appoiatmeit  of  an 
agent 

Mr.  SiiiTa,  of  Marykad,  laid  before  ibeHas 
a  letter  addressed  to  bim  by  the  Secniiij  of  m 
Treasury,  tranamitting  alaleBseati  of  tbe  gns 
amount  of  duties,  upon  meicbandise  imI  (obbia 
which  accrued  during  tbe  two-  fiftf  qntitcn  a 
tbe  vear  1617  and  1B1& 

Mr.  Bhxa,  from  the  Committee  oa  ?wm» 
and  Revolutionary  Clainas,  reported  a  bili  ea* 
cecning  invalid  pensionara;  wJuch  vaireid  in^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committea  of  tbe  Wwe* 

Mr.  R.,from  the  samecommitM^^'T^ 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Pricey  ^huhw 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Ovm^^ 
tbe  Whole,  to  whinh  is  committed  tbe  biU^^ 
relief  of  Slbert  Herring.  .  .. 

Mf .  E.  also  reported  a  bill  to  sttib>n>e»f 
Beorelary  of  War  to  appoint  aa  addiuwa^lf^^ 
for  paying  pensionera  <^he  United  ^^  » ^^ 
State  of  Tennessee}  which  was  t^,^^ 
ordered  to  be  engroMed  and  read  a. thin uat  vo- 
morrow*  .■ 

The  Committee  oa  Military  A&ii»  »«f  ^ 
ckftrged  firoia  a.  further  eonsideiatioD  of  ^m  f 
tioA  of  General  Jamea  Wilkinsen,  sad  it  wts  it* 
ferred  to  the  Comauttee  on  the  Jadidtrf* 

Mr.  NawTON,  from  tbe  Coamiltei  ol  ^ 
merce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bm  I'um 
to  establish  tbe  compensation  of  the  cmtn^ 
ployed  in  the  colleotioa  of  tbe  datisi  on  lajW" 
and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes;  "^^^Jia 
read  tbe  first  aad  second  Ume,  aad  cootsui^  "^ 
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ili6CoiBiiikiee«f  ttaeWliflit^  u>  which  w  oon- 
mitted  the  bill  in  aiMidoii  to  no  Mt.  enUtiecl  ''An 
act  to*  rtgnlttie  the  colteetion  of  duties  oo  tni-^ 

Kits  amd  toanafle,?'  passed  ■  the  seeond  day-  of 
ireb,  1799. 

The  Sraacsli  laid  belbre  the  House  a  letter 
from  Joseph  Laaeaaier)  eootaiDiog  an  t^prsssioa 
of  thegratittide  with  which  be  is  peastrated  ier 
the  hoaor  conferred  opoD  htm  ia  admittiag  him 
to  a  seal  within  the  iwi;  which  letter  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  oa^the  lah^. 

The  Hone  took  op  aod  proceeded  to  eoasider 
the  report  of  theCa<mmittee  of  Ways  aod  Means, 
made  at  the  lastsessioD)  on  the  petition  of  Law- 
rence Mvse;- wberettpen,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
snid  report  aid  aetition  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  wimts  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  m,  Oabnbtt,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
privilegie  of  franking  to  agricultvrsl  societies, 
which  are  or  may  l^reafier  be  iricorporated  in 
any  of  the  United  Staiesy  through  their  presidents 
or  secretaries,  as  may  be  most  expedient,  aod  of 
limiting  the  privilege  to  the  correspondence  of 
siich  sodecies  with  each  oiher. 

A  message  f^ott  the  Senate  inforsMd  the  House 
tint  the  Senate  ha^e  passed  bills  of  the  following 
tiUe9,towit7  ^*An  act  to  regulate  passenger  ships 
aad  irewiels;*'  **An  act  autborixing  the  eiectioo  of 
a  Delegate  flroos.  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United-  States,  aod  extending  the 
Ti^ht  of  Bttffirage  to  tbecttixensofsaidTerritorjr*" 
with  amendments.  They  hate  also  passed  bills 
of  the  foilowing  titles^  to  wit :  ^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  James  H«  Clark;''  **An  act  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  land  offices  in 
the  districts  eSst  of  the  istand  of  New  Orleans  ;^ 
and  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  regula- 
ting the<  currency  within  the  United  States,  of 
the  gotdeeios  of  Great  Britain.  Pranoe,  Portuaal, 
and  Spaia,  and-  the  crowns  or  Pirance  and  fire 
franc  pieces)"  also,  *^A  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Scaces,  as  it  respeeis  the  ohimee  of  Bleetors  of 
Preeidentand  Vice  President  of  the  UnitedStates, 
and  the  elecfien  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Ualtenl  States;^  in  which  amend- 
ments, bUts,  aad  resolution  theyask  the  concur- 
renen  of  this  Booses 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  to  regulate  passenger 
shipe  and  Tessels,"  were  read,  ai^  referred  to  Uie 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufamures* 

Theamendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  election 
of  a  Delegate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the 
CoDgressof  the  United  States,  end  extending  the 
right  of  BUifrage  to  the  citizenaof  said  Territory," 
vrere  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  H.  Clark,'"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to*  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tbo  bin  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
adJQsting  the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  land 
omees  in  the  district  east  of  the  island  of  New  ^ 


Ovleana,"  wns  read  twice,  and  rdferred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^Aa  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act  regnlaling  the  Carrencyi 
within  the  United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Cheat  Britain,  Prance,  Portugal,  and  Spainv  and 
the  crowns  of  Prance,  and  fife  franc  pieces,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  biii  of  this 
House  continuing  for  a  limited  time  the  currency 
of  the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  Prance      ^ 

The  resokition  from  the  Senate,  "proposingaa 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Bleetors  of 
Presiden  tend  Vice  President  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  the  election  of  Representatires  in  the  Con» 
gress  of  the  United  States,"  was  read^twioe,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  aet  proridiilg 
additional  penalties  for  false  entries,  fbr  the  befsa^ 
fit  of  drawback  or  bounty  on  exporttrtioaj"  was 
read. the  third  time,  and  passed* 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PanainBirr 
or  THB  Umitko  States,  as  follows: 

ToiiKt  B&uuof  RepTe$enial%teBtfthe  XMiUd  8iiiiB§t 
I  oommanieate  to  Congre«  oopiet  of  spplicstfens 
xeceifed  from  the  Mhdster  of  Gfctt  Biilsin,  in  behalf 
ot  oeitain  British  sobieetB^  who  have  snffeied  in  tlMir 
property  by  prsoeediagi  to  which  the  United  States 
by.  their  nnlUary  aad  judicial  offiien,  hanre  been  pai^ 
ties.  These  inqninee  ha?e  been. sustained  under  eb» 
cuBMtaneea  which  i^sar  to  reooBunend  strong^,  te 
tho  attention  of  Gongress,  the  claim  to  indemnity  ibf 
the  losses  occasionea  by  themy  which  the  Legislstise 
authority  is  abne  competent  to  provide. 

JAMBS  MONBOC. 
Washixotoit,  Feb,  Z,  1819. 

The  Message  was  read»  and,  together  with  (ha 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  referied  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Spauk&b  laid  before  the  House  a  lettar 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  statee 
meat.of  moneys  uansfevred.  during  the  recess,  of 
Congress,  from  one  branoo.  of  eipenditure  t^ 
anouer  branch  of  expenditure^  in  the  saaie  Oe^ 
p^rtment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

SEMINOUS  WAR. 

The  House  then  again  resclred  itself  ii^to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary^ 
land,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  subject  of  tbe  Semi* 
nole  war. 

Mr.  Harbison  concluded  the  speech  wbieh  he 
commenced  on  Thursday,  as  given  entire  in  pre* 
cedingpages. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Penn.,obser7ed,  that.  In  enter* 
ingiato  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  ne  should 
not  inquire  whether  motives  of  feeling  and  com- 
passion should  induce  us  to  palliate  and  excuse 
the  condttctof  General  Jackson  and  the  President, 
and  whether  it  were  right  or  wrong.  If  innocent 
blood  had  been  sbed,  orthe  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  country  grossly  violated,  neither  the  exalt- 
ed character  or  eminent  senriees  of  the  persons 
implicated  ought  to  exempt  them  fromtnecen* 
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rare  of  this  House.  But,  on  a  earefnl  eximiDa* 
lion  of  all  the  evidence  and  documents  sobmilted 
to  us,  he  was  falhr  of  the  opinion  expressed  by 
bis  friend  from  E:entacky,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  that  Qen- 
eral  Jackson,  in  the  wilds  of  Florida,  better  un- 
derstood the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  constitution 
of  his  country,  than  genlleinen  in  this  House, 
who  had  been  so  long  discussing  the  propriety  of 
bis  conduct, 
y  To  come  to  a  correct  conclusion  on  the  trial 
«nd  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  it 
would  be  well  to  inquire  who  they  were,  and 
their  business  and  employment  in  Florida*  Ar- 
buthnot was  the  agent  of  Nicbolls  and  Woodbine, 
to  excite  dissensions  among  the  Indians,  to  make 
them  dissatisfied  with  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson, 
induce  them  by  force  to  reclaim  the  lands  ceded 
to  us  by  that  treat v,  and  the  British  and  Spanish 
QoTcrnments  to  become  parties.  By  a  special 
power  of  attorney  he  became  the  general  agent  of 
all  the  Indians  hostile  to  us,  and  was  the  instigmtor 
of  all  their  inroads  upon  our  Southern  border.  He 
pretended  to  be  there  for  trade,  but  this  was  a 
mere  pretence,  filxamine  his  letter  to  Qovernor 
Cameron  "  I  beg  leare  to  represent  to  your  excel- 
'  iency  the  necessity  of  mv  again  returning  to  the 

*  Indian  nation,  with  the  deputies  from  the  chiefs, 
^  and  as  my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  de- 
^  frayed  by  permission  to  take  goods  to  dispose 
'  among  them,  I  prav  your  excellency  will  be 
'  pleasM  to  grant  such  a  letter  or  license  as  pre- 
'  Tents  me  being  captured  In  case  of  meeting  any 
^Spanish  cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Florida."  He 
^Hs  not  the  adrocate  for  peaceful  measures ;  his 
letter  to  General  Mitchell  justifies  the  murders  of 
the  frontier  inhabitaou.  Speaking  of  the  Indians, 
he  says. "  If,  in  the  heijght  of  their  rage,  they  com- 
^  mittea  any  excesses,  you  will  overlook  them,  as 

*  the  just  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit  a|[aiiist 
'  an  invading  foe."  To  further  ascertain  his  true 
character,  and  that  of  his  agency  and  trade,  I  beg 
the  Committee  to  examine  his  letter  to  Mr.  Bagot. 
The  bill  of  coods  that  this  humane  trader  and 
innocent  and  injured  man  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
him,  was  **  2,000  knives,  blades  from  six  to  nine 
'  inches  in  length,  of  a  good  quality — 1.000  tom- 
'  ahawks."  This  was  Arbuthnot ;  and  tnese  facts 
appear  from  letters  in  hU  own  handwriting. 

Ambrister  was  a  pretended  patriot;  the  agent 
of  McGregor  and  Woodbine.  lie  came  to  Florida 
to  command  the  runaway  negroes  of  Georgia, 
slaves  who  had  absconded  from  their  masters,  ana 
were  organized  by  him  to  return  to  our  country, 
^d  visit  it  with  all  the  horrors  of  a  savage  negro 
war.  He  came  to  Florida  on  their  business,  and  to 
see  them  righted.  According  to  the  testimony  of 
John  J.  Arbuthnot,  '<  about  the  3d  of  March  the 
'  prisoner  Ambrister  came  with  a  body  of  negroes, 

<  partly  armed,  to  his  father's  store  on  Sawanee 

*  river,  and  told  the  witness  that  he  had  come  to 

<  do  justice  to  the  country,  by  taking  the  goods, 
'  and  distributing  them  among  the  negroes  and 
'  Indians,  which  the  witness  saw  the  prisoner  do  $ 

*  and  that  the  prisoner  said  to  him,  that  he  had 
'  come  to  the  country  on  Woodbine's  business,  to 


'seethe negroes  righted.*  ThewitacBlmfiBte 
'  known  the  prisoner  togiveorderi  to  thcsegn^ 

<  mid  that,  at  his  sugceation,  a  party  wisMDifns 
'  Suwanee  to  meet  the  Ameneaai,  togindHB 

<  batde."    Peter  B.  Cook  testified,  t])at,'ioit 

<  time  in  l^cb,  the  prisoner  Ambriitfr  rook  A^ 

<  buthnot's  schooner,  and  with  an  araed  pnf  cf 
'  negroes,  twenty-four  in  number,  tstoit  tottb 

<  Arbuthnot's  goods,  4bc.  The  priioMr  wu  hk 
'  by  Woodbine  to  Tampa,  to  see  abmutboKK- 
'  groes  he  had  left  there."  Ambriiter,}Bileiiff 
to  Nicbolls,  says,  "  There  is  about  tluKJhBBdred 

*  blacks  at  this  place,  a  few  of  oar  Blaf  peo^ 

<  (alluding  to  the  negro  fort  on  Pinpeet  M;) 
^  they  beg  me  to  say  thev  depend  os  ywrfto- 
'  mises,  and  expect  you  all  on  the  wifooi  Tkf 
'  have  stuck  to  the  cause,  and  will  alwanie^ 
^  on  the  faith  of  you,"  dbc.  The  prisoMt,  As- 
brisler,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Jacob  fin- 
noa,  **  took  possession  of  the  schooner  Ckuce, 

*  with  an  armed  ptrty  of  uMves,  sod  miedbii 
'  intention  of  taking  St.  Marks.  While  tkefm- 
'  oner  was  on  board,  he  had  complete cofflnaiaf 
'  the  negroes,  who  considered  hiinu  tbHrop- 

*  tain." 

He  boasts  that  three  hundred  ncgron  inn 
stuck  to  the  canae^^tbe  cause  oi  Indiaasimd- 
ing  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  our  frootien; 
negroes  fighting  against  their  masten;  %A^ 
joining  in  horrid  butchery  and  murder;  Askir 
ter  leading  them  in  the  field,  Arbaiksoi  to 
agent,  adviser,  commissary,  qaarteroititer, stoR- 
keeper— «ecure  in  a  Spanish  post,  coneertifigiil 
their  plans,  and  directing  all  their  opentioos. 

Gentlemen  may  differ  as  to  tbe  miBiMii 
which  we  coosidw  Indians,  wfaedierasini»^ 
or  as  ooeU|wnu  of  the  soil,  with  a  qntlified  ripi 
of  ownership;  but,  as  to  negroei,  there  cu  bew 
one  opinion.  In  Georgia  they  are  sJireSfprflf 
erty  not  merely  personal  but  politicii,  prepatf 
of  the  highest  description,  whieh  we  are  \m 
by  the  Coosdtution  to  protect,  and  vawm^ 
their  owners.  These  negroes  coald  umv^ 
new  right  by  aboeondiog  into  Florida,  aM^or 
ever  numerous  their  assemblage  maf  be,  veoB- 
not  aeknowledge  them  as  tbut  sequriai  UT 
national  character*  As  between  tbeo  m^ 
they  were  still  slaves;  and  their  owBjRjJ^ 
Georgia  militia,  who  were  with  Ot^^^'fr, 
had  a  right  to  consider  and  tnAttheooiHtf 
nation  entitled  to  the  protection  of  uervV 
civilized  wrfwe.  Thev  were, «.  fcsfi 
log  an  insurrecuon  of  slaves,  udedl?"^"* 
force,  all  assembled  and  armed  for  pvfPf^J*; 
tile  to  the  country.  One  white  maa  »i<«»* 
their  head,  fighting  and  leading  tbeo  oe ;  toww 

exciting,  antf  supplying  them  with  "^f  P^^ 
destruction.  These  men  cannot  coDpuji* "  ' 
are  put  on  a  footing  with  those  with  witoa  >«^; 
thus  associate.  They  cannot  ^^^^^^\t 
componnd  mass  to  their  own  ler^ltf^^''^.^ 
satisfied  to  sink  to  theirs.  Arbutbooi'i  owa  oi^ 
ion  of  himself  is  entitled  to  some  weiffbi'  i 
letter  of  3d  March,  1817,  he  ssy«:  "^'*|^,  5 
'  Creeks  seem  to  wish  to  lire  Pf  «f  "JC 

<  quietly  .and  in  good  friendsiiip  wiu  »« 
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*  but  there  are  sone  desigaiag  and  ill-minded  per- 
'  sons,  self-interestedj  who  are  endeavoring  to 
'  create  quarrels. between  the  Upper  and  Lower 
'  Creek  Indians,  eontrarf  to  their  interests,  their 
*■  happiness,  and  welfare.  Such  people  belonff  to 
'  no  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced  bj 
'  any  goyernment.^  He  did  excite  this  war,  and 
thus,  by  his  own  account,  belongs  to  no  nation. 
What  then  is  be,  but  an  outlaw  and  a  pirate, 
placed  beyoad  the  protection  of  cirilized  society  ? 
Thus  we  find  General  Jackson  and  Arbutbnot 
agree  as  to  him,  and,  as  to  Ambrister,  I  will  will- 
ingly leave  it  to  be  decided  whether  he  was  less 
ail  outlaw  than  the  runaway  brigands  whom  he 
commanded. 

The  greater  part  of  the  hostile  Indians  were  the 
Creeks,  who  had  been  outlawed  bjr  their  own  peo- 
ple. To  call  a  gregarious  collection  of  this  kind, 
composed  of  outlawed  Indians  and  runaway  ne- 
groes a  nation,  and.give  them  national  attributes. 
is  idle.  Neither  mass  was  so  by  themselves,  ano 
their  union  for  a  common  object  could  not  change 
the  character  of  the  constituent  parts.  -  A  better 
or  more  appropriate  name  could  not  be  given  to 
them  as  a  mass,  or  as  individuals,  than  outlaws 
and  pirates.  They  were  so  in  fact,  and,  whatever 
rights  we  had  against  any,  we  had  against  all, 
whether  black,  white  or  red. 

Arbuthnot  was  near  the  scene  of  operations, 
aiding  and  abettiag,  aa  accessary  before  the  fact. 
An  attempt  is  made  to  distinguish  his  case  from 
Ambrister's,  because  he  was  a  non-combatant. 
But  to  me  it  seems,  that  the  man  who,  as  the 
agent,  commissary,  and  quartermaster,  directed 
and  planned  the  operations  of  this  assemblage, 
and  airectly  supplied  them  with  the  means,  is  as 
much  a  combatant  as  one  who  actually  bore  arms 
in  the  field.  Thus  were  these  men  completely 
identified  with  the  Indians  and  negroes,  and,  being 
found  in  this  situation  by  General  Jackson^  he 
practised  towards  them  not  the  right  of  retaliation, 
which  is  punishing  the  innocent  for  the  guilty, 
but  applied  to  them  what  is  admitted  and  con- 
ceded to  be  the  established  law  of  nations:  to 
treat  those  with  whom  we  are  at  war  as  they 
treat  us.  Indians  put  their  prisoners  to  death,  and 
in  this  war  they  did  not  spare  women  and  chil- 
dren ;  the  brains  of  the  latter  were  dashed  out  on 
the  sides  of  the  boat}  after  the  massacre  of  Ilieu- 
tenant  Scott  and  party,  and  I  think  it  can  hardly 
be  contended  that  we  were  bound  to  extend  to 
these  savages,  to  runaway  slaves,  or  white  incen- 
diaries, the  humane  rules  of  modern  civilized 
warfare.  Their  execution  was  only  the  exercise 
of  an  acknowledged  right  in  us. 

In  distinguishing  between  the  moral  depravity 
ot  the  ignorant  Indian,  who,  in  roasting  his  pris- 
oner and  murdering  the  mother  and  the  infant, 
follows  the  customs  of  his  fathers,  and  as  he  thinks, 
the  dictates  of  his  religion ;  and  the  white  man, 
who,  forgetting  the  mud  customs  of  his  nation, 
and  deaf  to  the  benignant  dictates.of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  instigates,  aids,  and  abets  the  Indian 
and  negro  to  the  horrid  butchery  of  innocence,  I 
think  all  must  agree  that  the  one  who  sins  against 
light  and  knowledge  is  infinitely  more  criminal. 


The  guilt  is  in  the  heart  that  plots  and  not  the 
hand  that  executes,  as  was  most  forcibly  expressed 
by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia.    Not  in  the  mus- 
ket, but  in  him  who  directs  it.   If  — ,  who  was 
present  and  assisted  at  the  burning  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Colonel  Crawford,  had  been  taken  by  our 
troops,  and  executed ;  if,  on  that  day,  so  proud 
and  yet  sofatal  for  Kentucky,  when,  after  the  bat- 
tle of  the  river  Raisin,  there  was  a  barbarous 
massacre  of  her  captive  soldiers,  it  had  been  true, 
as  was  alleged,  that  a  British  officer,  high  in  com- 
mand, abetted  and  connived  at  the  murders,  and 
he  had  been  taken  and  executed,  would  his  fata 
have  been  more  lamented  than  that  of  the  poor 
savage,  whom  they  encouraged  ?    In  executing 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  it  is  not  charged  against 
General  Jackson  that  he  nas  shed  innocent  blood. 
The  facts  were  admitted ;  their  guilt  was  estab- 
lished ;  one  threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the 
court,  the  other  rested  his  defence  on  the  rules  of 
evidence.  The  charge  is,  that  the  guilty  have  not 
been  punished  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  and 
that  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country 
have  been  violated  in  their  trial  and  execution. 
I  think  that  neither  have  any  bearing  on  the  case 
of  these  men.    Thev  were  found  and  executed 
out  of  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
where  our  laws  or  Constitution  have  no  opera- 
tion, except  as  between  us  and  our  own  citizens, 
and  where  none  other  could  claim  their  benefit 
and  protection.    If  the  rights  of  an  American 
citizen  had  been  violated  by  an  American  officer, 
he  must  answer  to  our  laws  for  an  abuse  of  an 
authority  which  he  derived  under  them.    These 
men  were  not  our  citizens,  not  bound  by  our  laws; 
they  owed  us  no  allegiance,  and  were  entitled  to 
no  protection.    The  General  claimed  no  power 
to  punish  them  under  our  laws.    He  knew  that 
legislation  was  necessarily  confined  to  the  bound- 
ary of  the  Sovereign ;  that,  on  the  ocean,  where 
each  nation  has  concurrent  jurisdiction,  or  in  the 
territory  of  any  other  where  it  is  exclusive,  our 
laws  could  not  give  us  any  power  over  the  citi- 
zens of  other  Governments  or  within  their  bound- 
aries.   All  that  we  could  claim  or  exercise,  in 
either  case,  is  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations* 
Our  legislation  cannot  extend  or  annul  this  code. 
We  may,  indeed,  prescribe  the  mode  in  which 
our  officers  shall  execute  the  powers  which  the 
laws  of  nations  give  us  over  the  persons,  territo- 
ry, or  property  of  others,  but  cannot  extend  our 
jurisdiction  over  either  or  give  it  in  cases  where 
those  laws  are  silent.    In  advocating  the  resolu- 
tion which  requires  some  legislative  rule  on  this 
subject,  gentlemen  seem  to  forget  these  princi- 
ples— we  have  no  power — we  should  encroach 
on  the  rights  of  other  nations.    As  we  cannot, 
therefore,  give  ourselves  any  new  powers  by  any 
act  of  legislation,  I  trust  gentlemen  will  see  the 
bad  policy  and  the  injustice  we  should  do  our- 
selves by  adoptiti^  any  rule  not  to  be  found  in 
national  law.    If  we  take  from  our  officers  the 
powers  which  that  law  gives  them,  we  go  to  war 
on  uneaual  terms,  with  our  hands  tied,  so  that 
we  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  treat  our  enemy  as 
they  treat  us.    Dor  officers  could  neither  retal« 
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iate  oor  pasish  fbr  the  most  itroeioos  ourrages 
(m  bananity.  Inooeent  blood  woold  foreirer 
ftcnr«  lodian  wars  would  never  cease,  ^reiga 
emissaries  would  always  bang  on  oar  borders,  and 
escape  with  impunity.  The  law  of  nations  and 
of  war  gires  the  General  power  over  his  prisoners. 
The  old  practice  was  to  pat  them  to  death ;  and 
tbat  still  exists,  when  the  consent  of  the  belli^" 
ents  has  not  adopted  a  different  rale.  Civilized 
nations  govern  themselves  by  the  lawsof  homan* 
ity;  but  oar  savages  have  not  yet  learned  them. 
War,  with  them,  has  lost  none  of  its  horrors  or 
cmelties.  It  surelv  cannot  be  pretended  that  we 
are  boand  by  a  rate  which  they  do  not  respect; 
that  we  cannot,  by  retaliation  or  by  Jast  pnnish* 
ment,  revenge  for  past  or  prevent  future  murders; 
or  that  where  we  take  white  men  who  have  served 
in  civilized  armies  and  know  their  usages,  and 
yet  aid  and  instigate  the  most  dreadful  savage 
war,  we  may  not  treat  them  as  we  might  the  sav- 
ages or  negroes  whom  they  command  and  lead 
on.  By  the  laws  and  uniform  practice  of  civil- 
ized nations,  this  power  is  in  the  commanding 
6kneral.  In  the  case  of  Captain  Asgill,  the  old 
Congress  resolved  that  it  was  in  every  command- 
er ora  detachment.  This  was  a  strong  case.  He 
was  about  to  be  executed  for  the  crimes  of  ano- 
ther. We  have  never,  by  any  law,  prohibited  to 
8  commanding  officer  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and  it  therefore  remains  with  him. 

The  honorable  Speaker  relies  on  our  uniform 
usage  in  all  our  Indian  wars,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  not  to  put  an  Indian  prisoner  to  death ; 
and  Insists  on  this  use  as  conclusive  evidence  that 
our  officers  do  not  possess  this  power.  This  argo* 
ment,  if  true  in  fact,  might  lead  to  correct  con* 
elusions:  provided  the  power  exercised  in  this 
case  by  Gkneral  Jackson  had  not  been  one  clearly 
vested  in  him  by  national  law.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  assumption  of  a  power 
growing  merely  out  of  usage  and  justifiable  only 
on  the  ground  of  precedent,  and  one  which  has 
been  from  time  immemorial  a  part  of  the  code  of 
natrons.  In  the  latter  case,  it  is  matter  of  discre- 
tion and  policy,  and  not  rtgnt,  whether  the  power 
shall  be  used.  I  presume  gentlemen  would 
hardly  think  that  this  argument^  drawn  from 
usage^  would  be  a  safe  one  by  which  to  test  the 
powers  of  this  (Government.  IV^  have  had  in* 
surrections  which  have  endangered  its  existence. 
Traitors  have  been  tried  and  condemned  to  death, 
but  no  one  has  ever  been  executed ;  it  has  been 
the  uniform  practice  to  pardon.  Would  gentle- 
men now  say,  that  the  President  who  would  sign 
a  death  warrant  for  the  execution  of  a  traitor 
woold  be  guilty  of  murder  or  other  crime  ?— 
Though  I  may  be  disposed  to  admit,  for  argu- 
ment sake,  that  in  our  Indian  wars  we  had  ab- 
stained from  the  exercise  of  acknowledged  rights, 
yet  I  think  that  fatal  experience  must  convince 
us  that  the  safety  of  our  frontiers  imperiously 
demanded  that  tnis  policy  should  be  changed. 
Foreign  incendiaries  nave  for  years  caused  our 
new  settlements  to  be  desolated  by  the  sacrifice 
of, innocence.  Past  impunity  has  emboldened  to 
future  crimes.    Mercy  to  such  miscreants  is  cru- 


elty: to  oorselves.  And,  when  tbe  chaoaee  of  im 
.places  in  ottr  power  those  wtro  ezcfte  and  direa 
these'  ravages,  and  not  content  with  ordering  ase 
thousand  tomahawks  and  two  th<ms»id  scaipiif 
knives  for  the  murder  of  the  helpless;,  must  pit« 
scribe  their  quality  and  lengthy  to  make  dbe 
butchery  more  inhuman,  I  trust  tiie  mtioa  vill 
think  It  is  time  to  hang  them  up  ns  bb  ezaasple 
to  others,  and  to  insure  peace  on  our  borders  h 
ordering  their  execution,  Gkneral  JaeleRni  was 
ruHy  authorized  by  national  lav,  hj  franaaity  t» 
our  own  cititois,  and  the  orders  ot  the  War  De- 
partment. "The  honor  of  the  United  Sfatai^' 
says  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  letter  of  the 
16th  January,  1818,  "requirest^  that  the  war  with 
the  Beminoles  should  be  terminated  8peedily,cad 
with  exemplarv  punishment  fbr  hostilities  so  nih 
provoked.''  Exemplary  pmusbmettt  meass  to 
make  an  example  offeree,  and  the  order  vonU 
be  otherwise  disobeyed.  In  inftfctiDg  this  exen- 
plary  punishment,  he  has  violated  no  Coasdia- 
tional  provision.  It  was  not  made  to  protect 
such  men;  they  are  no  parties  to  it;  owe  it  no 
obedience,  and  can  claim  no  protection  from  it 
The  fate  of  war  placed  them  in  his  han^ ;  tfe 
laws  of  nations  ^ve  him  power  over  their  lives, 
and  they  had  justly  forfeited  them  by  their 
crimes.  The  General  was  to  decide  l^veee 
their  punishment  by  tbat  law,  or  their  absolote 
impunity.  They  were  never  in  o^nr  tennoiy; 
our  laws  could  not  reach  them ;  our  citiI  coom 
could  not  try ;  but;  on  appKcation,  most  disefau^ 
and  leave  them  at  liberty  to  foment  new  wanr 
and  commit  new  murders.  He  conld  not  he» 
tate;  he  pursued  the  only  coarse  which  tke 
safety  of  our  country  could  justiAr;  he  assumed 
no  power,  violated  no  rights,  and  punished  tht 
guiltv  only. 

I  think  this  nation  ouy^t  not  to  be  agitated  ky 
an  inquiry  whether  their  execution  was  accord- 
ing  to  the  strict  and  technical  forms^of  law.  wheo 
the  proceedings  are  justifiable  by  the  only  laws 
and  usage  which  would'  apply  to  the  ease.    The 
General  had  the  uodoabtetl  power  orer  them; 
be  might  execute  it  on  his  own  resjaonsihtlity  or 
refer  it  to  the  opinion  of  a  board  of  officers  or  a 
special  court  for  their  advice  and'opinten.    This 
reference  did  not  takeaway  his  inherent  power, 
as  the  commanding  officer,  or  make  their  opntoa 
binding  on  him.    If  the  court  misapptehended  or 
exceeded  their  powers,  it  could  not  affiwf  hu^and 
if,  in  their  proceedings,  they  committed  aay  other 
errors,  it  could  nt>t  purge  the  fault  of  the  pris- 
oners.   Many  gentlemen  seeift  to  think  that  the 
General  ought  to  have  executed  them  oa  bis  own 
authority,  without  convening  any  court  or  gir- 
ing  them  any  trial.    I  think  thar  the  course 
which  this  investigation  has  taken  clearly  shovs 
his  prudence  in  adopting  this  mode  of  proceed* 
iog.    He  knew  the  execution  would  excite  rauci 
feelxng^;  that  he  was  taking  on  himself  a  higft 
responsibility.    To  justify  himself  to  the  natioa. 
it  was  necessary  that  the  evidence  should  k 
taken  under  the  sanction  of  an  oath,  and  recorded 
to  us,  to  be  in  authentic  form,  that  all  might 
judge  of  their  guilt  and  the  propriety  of  his  pro- 
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cctdmgB*  b'm»  di»  c#  (be  prttevf n  thai  iher 
sfauoBld  bft  eottfirpititd  wilh  tht  witoessea^  and 
h9tv»  ftQ  dMMftioitjr  of  croit  eianiofttion;  ihftt 
tbe^  sbonla :  see  ili«  letters  and  papers,  produced 
againsi  iheni)  thai  tliejr  were  genDine;  to  tell 
their  own  story  aad  make  their  defeoee*  Had 
the  General  iirati  executed,  theae  ineo»  and  then 
takeo  the  eTidence,  whal  veoU  not  have  been 
said?  Thati  panere  bad  beea  fofaed, aod  wit* 
nesses  aubfuoedibr  (he  purpoae,  aodthat  the  as- 
fortuaaie  meo  had  bad  ao  oppor unity  of  de* 
feaee,  but  had  lost  their  liTea  withoni  triaL  His 
prvdeaeehae  litft  no  groaiid  for  refleetioas  of  this 
kiad  ;.he  atlawed  them  coanself  aad  they  had  a 
fair  hearing.  It  is.  not  tO:  be  credited  that  those 
who  oMke  thiaft  groond  of  aeousation  weald 
hsre  withheld  their  strong  censure  if  they  had 
been  put  to  death  wsibont  a  hearing* 

The  proceedings  of  the.  oaoft  jSnd  been  coas* 
mented.  on  ia  terms  of  strong  reprobation.  My. 
colleegne  says,  the  evidenee  was*  ineoncetTably 
slight,  and  the  whole  proeeedinga  a  moek^y  m 
justioe;  that  the  hearsaT  evidence  of  nep^roes  and 
Indian^  who  weee  not  legal  witnesses,  if  present, 
'leere  admitted,  and  legal  evideoee  eacUided.  On 
this  point,  na  gentleman,  in  thialoac  debate,  has 
luidertaken  to  justify  the  eoort,  aad  all  seem  to 
admit  the  aofteomess  of  these  charges.  Here  I 
must  lepcaA  that  the  rales  of  law  and  eTidence 
were  betiev  understood  in  the  wilds  of  Florida 
than  in.  thia.tteiise.  The  evidenee  alloded  to 
was  admissible,  aceording  to  the  strict  rules  of 
the  eoramoa  m?^  Iind  would  be  reeetred  in  any 
criminal  cosri.  on  a  tuai  of  life  aad  death.  I  beg 
the  Commiuee  to.eflmaune  the  charges.  They 
were  for  eaeiting,  sticring  up^  sod  encoaragiog 
the  Indiass  and  negeoes  to  war  and  murder;  aid*- 
ing,  abetting^  coaaaelling^  advising,  and  supplying 
them,  with  arms  and  aaununition.  Thoogh  there 
is  no  formal  and  teahnical  indieiment,  sod  the 
words  "coaohine,  eoaftideratc,  and  eoasptse,"  are 
not  iascited,  yet,  it  was^  in  substance,  a.  charge 
of  a  tptaaonable.  and  murderous  oenspiraey  to 
wage  war  agaipBt  the  United  States,  and  eonunit 
mnrdera  on  our.  froosiers.  Arbothnot  was  the 
promoter,  of  the  lodtans  aad  negroes,  the  instrw* 
nacnt  to  eieet  the  objeeu  of  the  confederacy*  It 
was  cleafiy  prpFed,  by.  the  letters  of  Arbuthnot, 
by  several  witnesses,  aad  the  power  of.  attorney- 
produced  at  the.  trial,  before  any  questions  were 
put  to  Hamhly^  thai  Arbuthnot  was  aotonlj^  the 
confederate^  luit  tho  ageat  of  all  the  Indians,  by 
a  special  power  which  he  accepted  and  acted 
anoer;  that  they  were  all  acting  in  eooeertto 
further  the  objects  of  tba  confederacy,  of  which 
he  and  the.  negroes  and  Indians  were  parties. 
NoWf  there  is  no  rule  of  law  better  established 
than  that,,  where  a  cenfederaoy  is  once  proved, 
the  acts  and  deelaiations  of  qno  confederate,  in 
relation  to  the  objects  of  the  confederacy,  is  good 
evidence  against  another.  This  was  a  stron^rer 
caac^  because  there  was  here  the  further  relation 
between  them  of  principal  and  agent.  It  is  im- 
material whether  the  confederate  would  be  a  comr 
patent  witness  if  offered  in  eDnrt««-he  may  boa 
CQitTicied  (^k»n,  yet,  as  a  confederate,  his  dedans 


:tioae  are  evidence  against  hie  aeaooiBles,  on 
count  of  tho  connexion  between  them.  This  ie 
not  a  nlaee  to  produce  aothoritieB,  and  examine 
from  the  books  a  rule  of  evidence,  but  I  will  re- 
fer gentlemen  to  the  trials  of  Hardy,  Tookev  &c, 
in  which  the  rules  of  evidence,  in  criminal  caseiL 
were  discosaed  by  the  most  eminent  counsel,  ami 
settled  by  the  ablest  judges  in  Snglaad*  In  those 
trials^  it  was  eonoedted  by  Mr.  Biskine  as  settkd 
law,  that  the  declarations  of  on*  ooaapirator  wern 
eood  evidence  agaiaet  another,  in  the  trial  of 
lachson  and  Stone^  for  a  treasonable'  conspiracy, 
the  rule  was  extended  still  fofther.  On.  the  trial 
of  Jackson,  a  paper  bad  been  proved,  againet  bimi 
it  related  to  the  object  of  the  consptracyi  which 
was  proved,  and  that  Stone  wasai  party*  The 
same  paper  wasadmitted  in  evidence  against  him> : 
without  farther  proof  it. was  held  to  be  suflicienc 
that  it  was  proved  against  his  confederate. 

The  contents  of  the  letter  to  the  Liule  Prince 
wera  prcfierly  admitted  to  be  proved  by  a  person 
who  and  seen  it  in  his  possewion  and  read  U.  It 
was  proved  to  have  been  in  the  haodwritiag  of 
Arbuthnot,  aad  sent  by  him  to  the  Priane.  It  ra* 
iated  to  the  chargei^  was  penned  by  him,  aad 
was  in  his  possestloa  at  the  time  of  the  triaL  He 
was  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court;  wae 
an  open  enemy*  then  actually  in  arms  against  na^ 
Kvidettce  of  the  oantents^was  this  not  only  tho 
best,  but  the  only  evidence  in  the  power  of  tho 
Qouri-*^s  the  original  was  in  potaemion  of  onmel 
the  parties  to  tho  conspiracy  7  The  sending  it 
was  an  overt  aet^.  and  unless  evadenee  of  tfaia 
kind  was  admissible)  it  would  be  impossible  evea 
to  convict  a  conspirator.  If  ffenilemea  will  tikkn 
the  trouble  to  look  into  Md^ally^  and  search, 
they  will  find,  these,  principles  dearly  settled  by 
adjudged'  oases;  aad.  by  applying  them  to  tho 
case  now  under  consideration,  they  will  fimt- 
them  fully  supporttng  tho  proceedings  of  the  spsh 
cial  coHxC  in  the  reo^tion  of  the  evidence  comr- 
pleined  ot  I  do  admit  the  eeoft  erred  in  r^jeetf- 
log; Amheittor :  he  was  a.  competent  though  noo 
a  erediblo  witnessi  *and,  in  strict  right,  tho  prich 
oner  was  entitled  to  his  testimony;  yet,  under  the^ 
ciroamsienees  in  which  ho  afipeared  before  tho 
cQuvt)  his  evidence'  could  not  hctvo  benefited  thft 
pri«eaer»  for  oo.court  or  iury  woidd  believe  h«m4 
Thero  i»no  sut^jecl  on  which  lawyers  and  judgea 
diflse  morci  thou,  wboiher  objeetiooa  to  awitnem> 
shaUopply*  to. bis  competency  or  credibility;  thcr> 
geocfid  rules  aie  well  settled,  hot  their  appiko?* 
tion  to  particoUr  caae%  as  they  oocar,  araattended; 
with  greot  difficulty.  Surely  on  such  asuhjeci; 
some  aUowanee  ought  to  be  made  for  tho  situa^ 
tionof  this  court,  not  composed  of  professional 
meo*-<sittinff  in  a  wilderness,  without  an  oppoi^ 
tuoity  of  reierring  to  authorities. 

No  e videoce  which  Ambritter  could  have  given 
could  have  disproved  the  facts  proved  against* 
Arbuthnot*  Thoiigh  he  was  defended  by  coba- 
8^,  he  did  not  question  the  authenticity  of  the- 
papers  produced,  or  deny  the  facts  in.  evidence. 
His  counsel  rested,  his  defence  on  objections  to 
the  evidence,  and  yet  did  not  compmin  of  tho 
rejection  of  Ambristec*    I  think,  then,  this  erior 
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Buy  pfts*  withonc  our  censure,  sioee  it  did  not 
excita  the  notiee  of  the  prisoner  or  bis  eouosel. 

In  tbe  ease  of  Ambrister,  the  strong^  objection 
is.  tbit  he  was  executed  contrary  to  the  sentence 
of  the  court.  It  has  been  urged  with  much  force 
by  the  flentleman  from  Ohio,  whose  military  tal- 
ents and  experience  gi?e  great  weight  to  bis  opin* 
ions  on  a  question  of  military  law.  It  may  be 
presumptuous  in  me  to  differ  from  bim  on  such  a 
subject;  and  I  should  not  venture  to  do  so^  if  a 
careful  examination  had  not  led  me  to  a  strong 
conviction  that  be  was  mistaken  in  thinkinjf  thai 
tbe  special  court  bad  any  legal  jurisdiction  of 
this  case  by  the  roles  and  articles  of  war,  or  anv 
power  to  give  an  opinion  or  sentence  by  which 
the  General  was  bound.  On  this  I  rest  bis  de- 
fence, and  freely  admit  that  the  execution  of  Am- 
brister is  not  jusii^able  if  the  court  bad  a  legal 
jurisdiction  of  hi^case,  or  power  to  acquit,  or  to 
pass  a  sentence  inflicting  a  capital  or  other  pun- 
nbment.  The  only  law  to  which  Ambrister  was 
amenable,  which  subjected  bim  to  punishment, 
was  the  law  of  nations ;  tbe  only  power  to  pon- 
isb  or  retaliate,  known  to  that  law,  is  in  tbe  com- 
manding Qeneral.  It  recognises  no  court  martial, 
or  other  military  court,  as  having  the  power  to 
punish  or  try  offences  against  it.  Such  courts 
are  tbe  creatures  of  the  municipal  laws  of  each 
nation,  and  derive  all  their  powers  from  positive 
statutes.  They  cannot  exercise  any  jurisdiction 
over  oases  not  prescribed  by  persons  not  subject 
to  tbe  laws  which  create  them— it  is  in  alt  cases 
accurately  defined  in  the  jurisdiction  of  civil 
courts.  The  one  is  to  tbe  Army  what  the  others 
are  to  tbe  nation. 

The  act  of  Congress  enacting  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war  creates  two  kinds  of  courts;  one  a 
court  of  inquiry,  to  examine  and  report  facts  and 
opinions  merely ;  the  other,  a.  court  martial,  to 
try  and  punish.  Tbe  cases  where  either  court 
mayr  sit  are  accurately  defined,  and  their  juris- 
diction given  only,  in  those  specified.  These  are 
the  only  military  courts  known  to  our  laws ;  aad 
the  first  among  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  which 
create  these  courts  confines  them  to  the  Army, 
with  the  solitary'  exception  of  the  case  of  a  spy, 
and  their  jurisdiction  in  breaches  of  these  rules. 
In  a  treatise  on  tbe  law  of  courts  martial^  com- 
piled hy  one  of  tbe  most  distinguished  military 
officers  in  our  service,  and  approved  bv  tbe  most 
eminent  officers  then  in  the  Army,  (Jmamb  on 
Oourte  Martialf^  the  persons  subject  to  military 
law  and  to  trial  by  courts  martial  are  declared  to 
be  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  or  direct- 
ly connected  with  it,  as  defined  in  the  sixtieth, 
ninety-sixth,  and  ninety-seventh  articles  of  war ; 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  is  thus  stated : 
'* Although  no  crimes  or  offences  are  cognizable 
'  bjr  n  court  martial,  unless  what  are  either  spe- 

*  cially  declared  to  be  such  by  the  rules  and  arti- 

*  cles  of  war,  or  fail  under  the  general  description 
'  of  disorder  and  neglect,  to  the  prejudice  or  mil- 
'  itary  discipline.''  if  their  jurisdiction  could  be 
extended  beyond  this  class  of  offences,  no  limits 
could  be  assigned  to  it;  it  might  extend  to  all 
persons,  and  the  powers  of  the  civil  courts  be  | 


completely  usurped.  Tbcru  would  be  no  ndeVf 
which  to  test  their  respective  joriodictioo,  sal 
every  litigant  would  be  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  dril 
or  military  court,  or  both,  as  tbey  mifht  ehooK 
to  claim  or  exercise  tbe  power.  Gentlemen  whs 
are  so  alive  to  the  fears  of  militarf  imirpatiei 
will  hardly  contend  for  this  doetrioe. 

The  ease  of  Ambrister  is  nor  mcntianed  inaay 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  ;  aad  no  militny 
court  whooe  jurisdiction  is  derived  froBi  and  con- 
fined to  branches  of  them,  could  Ic^gally  exereiw 
any  over  him.  This  eonelnsion  imsmtbl/  fol- 
lows from  the  act  of  Congress.  It  difiaer  who 
shall  be  considered  as  a  spy,  and  dinds  that  be 
shall  be  tiied  by  a  court  martiaL    Thb  woald 


have  been  unnecessary  if  the  eoorc  had  iahsdle- 
tion  over  a  spy  before  this  act  passed.    It  sui^y 
will  not  be  contended  that  a  eomflnanding  cffi^r 
had  not,  by  tbe  laws  and  usages  of  natioa^  foii 
power  to  execute  a  spy  without  the  intcrvattoa 
of  a  court  martial,  and  that  he  would  not  have 
the  power  still,  if  the  act  of  Coogiess  had  not 
directed  one.     Had  Congress  intended  that  & 
court  martial  should  have  jurisdictioa  of  aay 
other  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations,  they 
would  have  provided  for  it,  as  tbey  bavc  doae  ia 
tbe  case  of  a  spy ;  not  having  done  ao,  the  eoa- 
dusion  is  inevitable  that  they  intended  the  power 
to  iHinish,  in  ail  other  eases,  should  lenaain  when 
national  law  had  placed  it,  in  the  connmaadag 
General.    It  requires  express  legislation  to  giie 
this  power  to  any  other  tribunaL    Having,  x^ot, 
no  legal  cognizance  of  this  case,  an  aeqaittal  of 
the  prisoner  by  this  special  court  wonld  not  sere 
him  from  punishment,  much  leas  woold  a  sea- 
tenee  by  them  of  a  lesser  punishment  aapersede 
the  power  of  the  Gkaeral  to  punish  aoeording  ts 
the  law  of  nations.    Bven  aydmttting,  then,  that 
the  Qeneral  considered  this  as  a  coort  martiai, 
and  that  they  considered  themselves  as  having 
full  power  to  mitigate  the  punishment  oi  the  pro- 
soner :  yet,  when  it  appears  that  thejr  wete  afl 
mistalEen,  that  the  court  bad  no  jurisdietioa,  and 
the  Qeneral  had  full  power,  we  ougkt  not  to  cen- 
sure him  when  he  has,  in  fiiet,  violated  ao  kw, 
and  not  exceeded  his  authority.    If  there  was  a 
case  when  it  was  necessary,  for  the  jostificatioB 
of  the  Qeneral.  that  it  should  appear  that  this 
court  had  legal  jurisdiction,  I  think  genttoea 
opposed  to  him  would  have  clearly  coanaeed 
this  House  that  the  power  to  punish  wascifress- 
ly  in  him,  and  must  be  exercised  on  hiiowa  re* 
sponsibility.    It  cannot  be  contended  that  both 
had  jurisdiction.    If  the  General  had  it,  the  court 
had  not;  and  if  the  court  had  it,  it  was  not  o^ 
tiooal  in  him  to  act  without  submitting  it  to  thest. 
It  was  certainly  tbe  opinion  of  the  General, 
that  this  special  court  was  not  a  court  martkJ, 
and  had  no  lepd  power  to  try  and  puatsh  t^c 
prisoners.    This  clearly  appears  from  bis  order 
for  convening  the  coort:  "The  following  detail 
'  will  compose  a  special  court,  to  convene  at  thii 
'  post,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  A.  hC,  for  tkt 
\  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges  against  A. 
'Arbuthttot,  Robert    Christie  Ambrister,    snd 
<  such  others  similarly  sitoaied  as  may  be  broaght 
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before  it*  The  eoart  will  record  all  ihe  doea- 
mencs  tod  testimony  in  the  wreral  caws,  a«d 
their  opioion  as  to  the  guilt  or  iiiDoeenee  of  the 

Srisosera,  and  what  punishment  ought  to  he  in- 
icted."  When  it  is  intended  to  organize  a 
roort  martial,  it  is  called  so  ia  the  order,  as  in  the 
«se  of  General  Hall.  ^  A  general  court  martial, 
or  the  trial  of  Brigadier  Gkneral  Hull,  will  con- 
reoe,"  4be.  And  this  form  is  inrariably  pursued. 
in  this  case  the  order  was  not  for  a  general  court 
nartial  to  try,  but  for  a  special  court  to  iaresti-; 
^te  the  charges  and  record  the  eridence;  not  to 
msa  u  sentence  or  to  punish,  hut  to  report  an' 
»pinion  aa  to  guilt  or  inaoeeace,  and  what  puu- 
shment,  if  any,  should  be  inflicted.  It  was,  in 
act,  aoo  so  intended,  a  court  merely  advisory  to 
:he  Qeneral — a  board  or  council  of  offieers^-^uoh 
IS  are  conrened  for  adrice  aud  an  opinion  about 
tny  military  operations,  but  whose  proceedings 
ire  not  binding  on  him.  If  he  concurs  with  them, 
t  relieves  and  |>erhaps  may  exonerate  him  from 
-esponsibility :  if  he  differs  from  them,  increases 
t.  But  it  is  a  tribunal  unknown  to  anv  law ;  it 
cannot  take  from  him  aajr  power  which  was  in- 
lerent  in  him.  His  infliction  of  a  punidiment 
lififerent  from  that  fixed  by  the  court  only  in- 
sreaaes  bis  responsibility;  and  we  must  judce 
>f  the  case  as  it  there  had  bean  no  court.  If  he 
lad  power  to  do  what  he  did  without  a  court,  it 
0  coDcittsiTe  that  tbey  had  none  to  control  him. 
Ele  had  good  reasons  for  differing  in  opinion  with 
;hein :  Ambrister  had  coaiasaed  ike  charges,  and 
threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  court.  The 
inly  punishment  known  to  the  law  of  nations  for 
Ilia  offence  was  death ;  the  court  had  no  right 
to  inflict  any  other.  The  ball  an^  chain  is  one 
uo known  to  that  code;  and  there  was  no  good 
reason  to  discriminate  between  him  and  Arbutb- 
Qot.  It  is,  indeed,  admitted  by  aU,  that  the  case 
3f  the  former  was  one  of  the  greatest  atrocity. 

The  proceedings  of  these  trials  bear  a  striking 
inalogy  to  those  on  the  trial  of  Major  Andre. 
He  was  taken  as  a  spy.  Th^re  was  then  no  act 
of  Congress  directing  a  court  martial  ibr  his  trial ; 
it  waa  an  offence  kpown  only  to  the  laws  of  na- 
lions ;  and  that  it  was  so  considered  by  Qeneral 
Washington,  appears  from  his  letter  to  Qeneral 
Clinton,  September  90, 1760.  ^  I  am  to  inform 
'  yoa  that  Major  Andre  was  taken  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  would  have  justified  the  most 
summary  proceedings  against  him.  I  determin- 
'  edjhowerer,  to  refer  his  ease  to  the  examination 
'  and  decision  ofa  board  of  general  officers."  Such, 
too,  was  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  general  of*- 
ficers.  *<The  board  report  that  Maior  Andre 
'  ought  to  be  considered  a  spy  from  the  enemy, 
^  and  that,  agreeably  to  the  law  and  the  usage  of 
'  nations,  it  is  their  opioion  he  ought  to  suffer 
'  death."  They  were  not  a  court  martial.  The 
order  for  convening  them  was  in  substance  the 
same  as  in  the  present  case.    <*  Qentlemen.  Major 

*  Andre,  adjutant  general  of  the  British  army, 

*  will  be  brought  before  you  for  your  examina- 
'  tion.  After  a  careful  texaminatioa,  you  will  be 
^  pleased,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  report  a  pre- 

*  eiae  state  of  bis  case,  together  with  your  opt. 


'  num  of  the  liaht  in  which  he  ought  to  be  con* 
'  sidered,  and  tne  puaishment  that  ought  to  b% 
'  inflicted.  They  passed  no  sentence,  but  merely 
gave  an  opinion.  The  Qeneral  expressly  clain>> 
ed  the  power  to  be  in  himselfl  but  referred  it  te 
the  opinion  of  a  board  of  omcers.  Yet,  in  his 
letter  to  Congress  announcing  the  execution  of 
Major  Andre,  he  says  it  was  m  pursuance  of  the 
mrUenee  of  the  board.  "  I  have  the  honor,'^Mys 
he,  "  to  enclose  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  pro*- 

*  ceedinjus  of  a  board  of  general  officers,  in  the  case 

*  of  Major  Autre,  adjutant  general  of  the  British 
'  army.  Tbe  officer  was  executed  in  pur&uana 
^  of  the  omiienee  of  the  boardJ^  If  we  are  dispos- 
ed to  investigate  the  proeeedinga  of  the  board  as 
critically  as  we  do  thoae  on  the  trial  of  Arbuth* 
not,  we  shall  find  that  the  rules  of  evidenee  wese 
stretched  quite  as  far.  The  board  interrogated 
Andre,  and  a  letter  from  Qeneral  Arnold  to  Qen*' 
eral  Washington  was  read  in  evidenoe  against 
him. 

Qreat  atress  has  been  laid  on  Qeneral  Jackson 
eailing  this  a  court  martml,  and  speaking  of  their 
proceedings>s  a  sentence.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that,  in  drawing  up  proceedings  of  this  kind,  some 
errors  would  not  have  crept  in.  We  are  not  te 
expect  a  record  to  be  so  drawn  upas  to  stand  the 
test  of  a  ^gal  wad  technical  examination  in  a 
court  of  error.  And  the  Qeneml  could  not  have 
expected  that  thb  great  national  tribunal  would 
lose  sight  of  the  great  principles  of  Constitutioi^ 
al  law,  and  deem  it  worthy  of  themselves  to  ex- 
amine technically  every  word  he  uses,  and  tp 
condemn  him  for  defects  of  form,  and  because 
some  expressions  had  been  used  which  might 
afford  ground  fot  criticism. 

The  opinion  of  the  Qeneral  and  the  character 
ol'  tbe  court  can  be  best  understood  by  examining 
the  order  for  their  convening.  Tbe  court  had 
no  other  authority  than  what  wss  given  to  them 
by  the  order  of  the  Qeneral-* when  their  proceed- 
ings exceed  it,  they  are  void.  Had  they  cpa- 
formed  themselves  to  the  order,  and  given  no 
sentence,  but  an  opinion  merely,  and  the  word 
sentence  not  been  introduced  into  the  proceed- 
ings, there  would  have  been  no  room  even  for 
caril.  The  tising  these  words  cannot  ^tve  power 
to  the  court  or  the  Qeneral,  nor  their  omission 
take  it  away.  That  is  to  be  tested  by  a  refer- 
ence to  tbe  act  of  Congress  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  not  by  the  expressions  which  the  court 
or  Qeneral  introduces  into  their  proceedings*  It 
would,  indeed,  be ji  new  way  of  ascertaining  the 
jurisdiction  of  courts,  not  by  the  laws  creating 
them,  but  a  critical  and  technical  construction  of 
the  words  they  use.  If  the  defence  of  the  Qen- 
eral rested  on  this  being  a  general  court  martial, 
I  think  gentlemen  would  luirdly  be  contented  to 
permit  us  to  consider  it  so  because  be  had  inad- 
verteatly  called  it  one.  I  think  it  hard  that  we 
should  be  forced  so  to  consider  it,  when  it  must 
be  admitted  that  our  laws  do  not  make  it  se. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  deduces  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  court  from  the  common  law,  and 
usage  of  the  army,  and  of  courts  martial.  I  ad- 
mit there  is  such  common  law  and  usage;  bui, 
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like  the  oaam^f  thf  civil  oottnoa  law,  it  auij 
•Kicnds  to  the  praeiiee,  f<MBis,  aiid  mode  of  pio- 
fMBedtngs,  but  aot  to  give  them  jurisdiction. 
Conns  «re  created  bf  D0Biti7e  laws,  aad  the 
lioaadaries  of  their  jortsaictioa  always  defined, 
li  is  not  left  to  them  to  assume  and  aztead  it  at 
pleasure. 

This  considering  this  ceart  as  faairing  neither 
bf  the  order  of  the  Gfeaerel,  oor  the  laws  of  the 
aonntrf,  any  other  thaa  advisory  poweis,  he  was 
•at  banad  by  their  omaion;  has  violated  no  law, 
and  is  faily  justified  in  the  eaetalion  of  theee 
nwn.  The  erroes  which  baveisrept  into  thecan- 
aideration  of  this  case  iMve  avisen  ftom  eonstd- 
ering  this  as  a  regular  court  martial,  having  fhU 
and  eomfilete  jarisctietioa.  This  i>eing  olcarty 
«iherwise,  leaves  aothiag  sobstaacially  wrong; 
aad  the  tialy  errovs  these  of  form,  in  drawiag  up 
and  reierriBg  to  the  preceediags  of  the  cottrt** 
arrors  whieh  oii^ht  possibly  lie  available  to  make 
a  flaw  in  an  indictment,  but  sre  certainly  unwor- 
thy of  the  taterferenoe  of  this  House,  wimse 
power  ^  censure  should  iie  reserved  for  graac 
oceasians,  when  oar  libertice  ate  ia  danger. 

We  have  heard  Dmeh  of  miiiiary  usurpation ; 
and  mtliury-  genius  has  been  said  to  be  dangep- 
aaslo.oar  liberties.  For  myself,  I  am  free  to 
•ay,  thai  snob  are  among  the  least  of  my  fears, 
aad  least  of  all  otliers  from  the  General  wdiose 
conduct  we  are  now  inveatigatiog.  I  will  doc 
dwell  on  his  military  aobievemetits;  but,  for  a 
moment,  nail  the  attention  of  the  House  to  his 
greatest  and  brightest  triumph-*over  himeelf. 
When  intrusted  with  the  defence  of  Orleans«-rhe 
aafet^  of  the  nation  demanded  it— he  proclaimed 
martial  law,  and  disobeyed  the  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus.  When  the  danger  had  ceased,  he  was 
eallfid  upon  by  judieiai  process  to  answer  for  the 
ofience.  Though  surrounded  by  a  Tictorious  ar- 
my, and  a  people  whom  he  had  saved,  who  fol- 
lowed htm  to  the  court-house,  rending  the  air 
with  aoelamations  of  praise,  the  enthusiasm  ik 
the  people  oould  not  be  restrained  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  judge,  who,  alarmed,  declared  he 
was  not  safe  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  The 
Qeneral  declared  he  would  protect  the  court.  He 
siieaced  the  crowd,  received  his  sentence,  and 
paid  the  penalty.  From  snch  a  man  I  have  no 
fears  j  aad  I  am  sore  tiie  nation  was  not  alarmed, 
because,  in  the  hoar  of  dan|fer,  and,  for  the  com- 
mon safety,  he  dared  to  violate  the  laws,  when 
they  fouad  him,  after  danger  had  ceased,  vehin- 
tarilv  submitting  to  their  sentence.  F«r  from 
thinking  military  genius  dangerous  to  the  conn- 
tryi  I  think  it  has  saved  it.  The  last  war  pre- 
sented to  the  world  a  brilihint  display,  which 
afforded  safety  and  tranquillity;  but,  I  believe, 
excited  no  fears.  Twice  have  our  armies,  floshed 
with  yictory.  aad  commanded  by  the  first  talents 
of  the  age,  been  disbanded  without  a  marmor. 
And,  though  led  and  inspired  by  military  genius, 
it  was  a  genius  excited  to  save,  protect,  and  bless 
our  country.  Last  year  you  took  from  the  most 
gallant  officers  of  the  army  tbefr  brevet  pay ; 
they  made  no  complaint.  Experience  like  this 
ehottld  convince  us  that  we  are  in  no  danger 


fraaa  this  |fto#ar.  Aaid,  aa  this  'toomat,  vte 
saah  feass  aee  aatertaialad  ivom  the  amf,  ihr 
are  aasionsly  waking  for  aa  appropriiun  fct 
their  food  aiid  rairaeDt.  It  Beete,iBM,te 
such  lears  are  chimerical.  We  havetoite 
sand  men  seatcared  aiatost  over  hdiMteipMt 
How  aoniemptitte  woilild  be  their  efism  toa- 
slave  a  nation  which  haa  fifitotehealRdtbN- 
saad  militta  freemen,  aide  and  adlliof  tonaiB- 
tain  their  rights. 

In  the  history  of  aaeicitt  Rqaibbn,  gaikaa 
have  dwelt  on  one  insiaace  ^a  oiliiifjrQniyfr 
tion,  though  tiaal  Bepnblia  had  beea»&ine«Btf 
by  mohsy  tactions,  aad  aaditioasy  thai  cm  i  nii- 
itary  despotism  was  a  bleaatng.  fiat, ii  ivdilig 
on  the.daagcr  from  auliiary  chirfi^  tkcfioiM 
meatioa  tha  mtu  wiia,  -by  their  geehaisial- 
aats,  have  aavad  tkttk  «atiatnr,  aBd,ishr  fm 
repressiag  their  hbertiea,  eaald  aecprsaatlKa 
selves^  and  wcie  sacrificed  by  their  csmufua 
to  Ihat  f pint  of  ostmaisB  wiaeh  gnidd  tic 
passions  aad  jealousy  of  thoae  who  weiBttRiQf 
heariag  them  catted  tha  gnat,  the gssd, unlike 
just.  Aiodern  history  taaahee  us  that  Ha  nip 
of  priaoea,  of  military  gaoitia,  has  bees  tkew 
when  the  arts  and  sciettcea  have  isoriiMtt^ 
been  protected*  In  ihe  long  list  of  FreochKiifL 
the  one  most  illustriona  lior  hia  naliliiy  nmb 
(Henry  IV)  was  no  lesa  so  lor  his  dersda  » 
thefaappiaess  of  his  people;  and  the fisgU» 
tion  can  tell  whether  iiheir  lihntissweicBac 
secure  n  ader  William  UI  or  Chariet  II.  if  tbot 
is  at  ibis  moaaant  a  nation  ia  fiarope^  dsbiad  kf 
sopefsiition  and  easlaved  hy  tyiaaay,  it  iit^ 
one  whose  aovere^  has  aefer  Men  a  holt 
This  House  has  not,  oa  other  oecaaioDi^  ui  it 
relation  to  the  condactof  other  oficen  triaei 
the  same  fears  of  military  usurpatioi.  Les 
alarm  has^  indeed,  beeo  excited  when  the  rifkc 
of  our  own  citizens  have  been  vielaMd.  tbts  for 
these  foreign  incendiaries.  In  the  esia  d  Ga* 
oral  Brown  and  Major  Aastia,  agsissi  vi« 
damages  had  been  recovared,  byjury  triiH'<^ 
violaung  the  rights  o4  American  citiceoi^i? 
the  late  war,  Congress,. ao  far  from  m0(^ 
these  officers,  indemaiied  them,  aad  H  r 
damages.  No  one  thought  the  Goasiintioa  » 
danger;  but  all  agreed  that,  iaasoocbau^ 
acted  from  oorfect  motivw,  and  fron  a i«(^^^ 
duty,  the  Qovermnent  was  bound  to  iideiti'r 
them.  . 

It  is,  peihaps,  act  asking  too  maeb  ii  ^'^  ^^ 
General  Jackson,  to  apply  the  same  friieif>>^  to 
his  ceaduct,  and  not  to  censoie  faHni^r*^'^**^ 
similar  to  that  which  we  approve  ia  oiben* 

In  considering  whether  the  condiietof  Gea^ 
Jackson  in  craasiag  the  Florida  line,  aod  utnf 
St.  Marks  and  Pensacola,  be  right  or  wroog,  ga* 
tlemen  on  neither  side  seem  to  agree  la  ^^ 
reasons.  Those  disposed  to  oensare.  bare  uin 
much  pains  to  invent  or  give  such  reason' ^ 
his  conduct,  as  will  give  them  tbe  P^^^f. 
exposing  their  futility ;  others  have  labored^ 
justify  him  on  some  minor  sutjscta,  oo  grooi» 
which  leave  him  defencelesa  on  his  ioRrnj^ 
.    I  shall  BOttakeuptJie(im«<^'^ 


operations. 


im 


aoftroRv  or  coHoisas. 


SMi 


RbBRaABT,  18t9. 


A0iiiUMie  IKm*. 


H.9vR« 


Hotfw  in  BaBtmltiiiig  wlMilk^  h«  Mm  be  d«feii(i«d 
on  anf  of  the  groands  aetiuiie4 ;  but  think  it  bet 
eomaiea  Jestiee  to  tbm  Cteneral  to  iequtTe  whe- 
ther he  can  be delAnded  on  his  own.  In  his  own 
words,  I  rest  hie  defetee  ^an  the  ioMBiitaUe 
'  prineiples  of  selMefmee,  autheriaed  by  the  law 
'  ef  nature  and  cf  DMions  ^  '^  on  thie  pnociple  he 
^hottome  all  his  operations;^'  ^on  the 4aot  that 

*  the  Spanieh  officers  had  aided  and  abetted  the 

*  Indiaa  eneaiy,  and  thetefore  beeame  a  pa?t||r  in 
'  hostitiilee  against  os,  does  he  jvetify  bis  eee«- 

*  pying  the  Spanish  fort vseses.    Spain  had  disre- 

*  (pttMi  the  treaties  ensting  with  the  Amerieaa 

*  GoTernnkent,  or  had  set  power  to  etiforce  them. 
'The  Indian  tribes  within  ^er   territofy,  aad 

*  whfeh  ehe  was  boand  to  keep  at  peaee,  bad  vis- 

*  ited  our  eitiseas  with  all  the  horvors  of  swage 

*  war.  Negro  brigands  were  estabtiehing  than- 
^•selres  when  and  where  they  pleased,  and  foreign 
'  Bgeftte  were  openly  aad  knewtagly  praetmiBg 

*  their  inttfgnes  hi  this  weytrai  terrttorjr.  The 
'  immvitablc  pfioeiples  of  selfHiefenee  iiiscified, 
'  therefore,  the  oeeapaney  of  the  Floridas,  and 

,    *  the  same  priaciplee  will  warrant  the  Aeaeriean 

'QoTernmeot  in  holding  tt  imtil  saoh  tineas 

I    *  Spain  oan  gaarantee,  ^  an  adequate  tBilioiiy 

*  force,  the  maintaima^  of  her  antiieriif  within 
,  '  the  ooloay/WLetter  tothe  BeoMtary  ef  War. 
'    June  8d.) 

It  mast  be  reei^leeted  that  alt  the  lodiaas  o|i- 
,  pssed  to  us  resided  en  the  Florida  eide  of  the 
,  line,  and,  with  the  evceptien  of  isolated  spots, 
Pensacola  and  St.  Mai^s,  the  Whole  ooantry  was 
in  their  exclasive  possession.  They  had  the  sov- 
ereignty in  fact;  Spain  only  aoaAinally;  its  an- 
thoriiy  was  orot  respected  or  even  maintaiaed  in 
ippearanoe.  It  was  Indiaa  territory  in  their  oe- 
eupatioD,  and  all  the  fights  of  sovereignty  wbieh 
Were  seen  or  felt  were  theirs.  Altbotigh  there 
may  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  we 
consider  the  Indians,  there  is  none  as  to  Spain : 
the  does  net  recognise  ibem  as  having  anyattri- 
butes  of  a  natioaal  eharaeier.  or  aeknowledffe 
them  ae  having  aay  rights  in  toe  soil.  She  holds 
ao  treaties  witn  them,  and  only  permits  them  to 
occupy  the  lands  till  her  cooveoienee  reqaires 
ihem.  Tlwn,  her  anifoem  policy  has'beea  exter- 
mioatioii.  If  sh«  tbos  eoosiders  tbe  lodiaos,  and 
permits  them  and  our  ronaway  negroeeto  usurp 
and  exercise  the  rights  of  sovereigtity  within  her 
nominal  jnriediotioo ;  if  the  possession  and  power 
of  the  eouatry  be  th«s  in  our  enemy,  and  they 
be sofifeved to  tneitlbrour annoyance 5  if,  wltiiio 
the  Hoe,  they  prepare  and  organize  their  attacks, 
and  pass  it  for  ravage  and  murder,  we,  in  self- 
defence,  may  cross  it,  and  pursue  our  enemy  to 
his  own  ground,  bis  residence,  depots^  and  for- 
tresses. The  Qenerai  would  not  have  done  his 
duty,  and  would  have  received  the  censure  of 
this  Government,  if,  in  vepelling  an  incursion,  he 
should  consider  a  mathematical  line  as  a  barrier 
beyond  which  be  woaM  not  pass,  and  suffer  the 
enemy  to  protect  themselves  behind  it,  and  gain 
time  to  rally,  organize,  and  prepare  for  a  new 
one.  The  war  would  be  endless  if  he  was  bound 
to  respect  an  authority  that  did  oot  exi8t«-a  sov- 


ereignty that  was  wet  assefted  or  ezeroised-^aad 
rights  that  were  stdfered  to  be  U8ui|)ed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  most  eruel  hostilities  on  our  froD'- 
tiers.  We  bave  not- so  considered  it ;  but  a  few 
days  since,  this  Iie«ne,  if  not  nnanimonsly,  at 
least  without  a  dissenting  voloe,  awarded  toBatl^ 
iagmaster  Loomis  (5,000  for  blowing  op  the 
Negro  Fort,  oonfainiog  three  hundred  negrees, 
on  the  Appalachteola,  within  the  Spanish  line. 
In  Mr.  Loomis  this  conduct  has  thus  met  our 
appr otetion,  and  receives  our  reward ;  yet,  be 
deseired  our  eeasure  and  punishment,  if  Qenerai 
Jaekson  was  wrong  in  crossing  the  line  in  pur- 
suit of  our  enemies,  a  venraant  of  the  same  ne- 
groes and  their  Indian  allies. 

In  inquiring  into  the  eceupation  of  Sf.  MkAb 
and  Pensacola,  I  have  not  referred  to  any  writers 
on  national  law.  In  the  history  of  civilized  na- 
tions, we  find  nothing  atialo|ous  to  the  eituatioii 
of  tlM  Indians  inhai»itiaff  this  country,  nvid  eaa- 
oot  expect  to  find,  in  tlmr  usagee  or  intercourse 
with  each  other,  aay  fnincipies  adopted,  wbieh 
will  apply  to  this  case,  which  is  ^frletly  oaeent 
g0tten9,  and  te  be  governed  bj  its  own  roles.  I 
consider  it  as  a  question  of  net  «nd  evideaee. 
If,  from  the  documents  before  us,  it  shall  dearly 
appear  that  the  officers  comnMndiuff  the  forts 
did  sufibr  them  to  be  used  as  depots  tor  our  ene- 
mies :  if  they  were  there  euppiied  with  arms  and 
ammumlion ;  if  the  Indians  had  free  egress  and 
iogiesif,  and  in  all  respects  were  suffered  to  use 
them  for  purposes  hostile  10  us ;  if  the  Spanieh 
flag  were  used  only  as  a  cover  for  enemy^  pro- 
perly, «nd  her  officers  beeame  auxiliaries  aad 
allies  to  the  Indians  and  negroes,  I  think  it  can- 
not well  be  doubted  thatGeueral  Jackson  was 
gathovized  to  eoaeider  them  as  they  were  in  fact, 
and  was  not  bound  to  respeet  themj  as  they  were 
only  in  name.  Had  these  facts  been  in  the  ex- 
clasive  possession  of  our  enemies,  they  could  not 
have  been  more  benefitted,  nor  we  more  injured. 
I  consider  them  as,  in  subetance  and  in  fact,  In- 
dian forts,  attempted  to  be  protected  by  the 
Spanish  fla?,  and  that  the  evidence  is  such  as 
cannot  afford  a  reasonable  doubt.  From  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  it  cannot  be  expected  to  be  per- 
fectly positive  and  definite.  Let  it  be  recollected 
that  most  of  it  is  to  be  drawn  from  persons  over 
whom  we  have  no  control— our  open  enemies, 
or  their  allies.  Examine  the  letter  of  the  Qov- 
eroer  of  St.  Marks  to  Arbuthaot : 

**  AiEiirs  haviDg  assumed  a  serious  aspect  between 
the  savages  and  Americans,  and  not  doubtiDg  that  the 
storm  wttl  pass  this  way,  I  entertain  apprehensions  for 
the  safiity  of  your  little  objects,  and  beliere  it  to  he 
for  your  interest  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  removittg 
them  from  hence.  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  yon,  that 
I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  embracing  you,  and  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  you  on  the  politics  of 
the  dayy  whichi  under  esistent  dxemastances,  it  b 
improper  to  commit  to  paper.  In  the  expectation  of 
this  pleasure,  I  am,  with  my  little  family, 

**  Sir,  your  moat  affectionate  servant  and  friend, 
"FKANCISCO  C.  LUENGO." 

When  such  caution  is  observed,  we  ought  to 
be  surprised,  not  that  the  testimony  is  so  wcftk, 
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bst  thai  it  is  so  suoag.  Frots  ofte  of  tbe  docu- 
n|i€i»t8  it  appears  tliat  in  this  fort  this  war  was 
devised  \  the  power  of  attorney  from  the  Indiaos 
to  Arbathoot,  was  not  only  executed  there,  aod 
ill  tbe  jireseoce  of  the  comipaiidaQt*  but  it  is 
eoaaiersigned,  *'  approved,  F.  C.  Lueogo,  com* 
mandant  Bt«  Marks."  In  this  cost  the  Indian 
supplies  were  deposited,  aod,  woen  they  failed, 
the  Qovernment  stores  were  at  their  disposal,  and 
sold  by  them.  This  place  was  a  mere  depen- 
dency* In  Pensacola  the  commandaot  was  un- 
der toe  orders  of  the  Gk>Ternor  of  the  latter  place, 
aod  he  was  of  course  responsible  for  his* conduct. 
In  this  place  the  Indians  not  only  received  shel- 
ter, but  succor.  Three  parties,  who  had  been 
supplied  there  with  means^  were  escorted  by  the 
Spanish  officers  in  an  expedition  into  our  terri- 
tory ;  and,  from  the  testimony  of  numerous  wit- 
nesses, it  is  clearly  proved  that  all  the  resources 
and  stores  of  that  post  were  at  their  command, 
and  tbe  Gk>veroor  civing  them,  privately,  every 
aid  in  his  power.  It  would  be  tedious  to  reau 
them  to  the  House;  but  gentlemen  who  will  uke 
the  trouble  to  examine  must  feel  that  these  vari- 
ous depoiitions  present  a  mass  of  evidence  con- 
clusive of  the  fact. 

In  applying  these  facu  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
I  apprehend  we  shall  find  that  Spain  has  no  cause 
of  cooiplaint.  We  are  bound  to  respect  her 
rights  if  she  is  neutral :  but^  if  her  omcers  as- 
some  a  belligerent  attitude;  if  they  give  positive 
and  affirmative  assistance  to  the  Inoiaus  and  ne- 
groes, they  are  no  longer  neutral:  there  is,  in 
fact,  no  neutrality  to  respect.  Qcaeral  Jackson 
not  only  had  a  right,  but  was  bound,  to  decide 
who  was  his  enemy.  If.  in  marchioff  to  meet 
the  Indians,  he  had  faced  tkem  flanked  by  a  Span- 
ish company,  regiment,  fort,  or  ship,  and  all  was 
excited  as  one  mass,  and  its  force  brought  to 
bear  hostilely  on  him,  aod  in  aid  of  the  Indians, 
no  one  would  say  that  he  was  bound  (o  write  to 
the  Department  of  War  for  orders.  Ue  would 
not  have  done  his  duty,  and  would  have  defied 
the  censure  of  this  House  and  nation,  if  he  had 
waited  for  orders  or  come  away  and  have  left  an 
enemy  in  fact,  in  the  field  or  in  garrison.  Wher- 
ever, therefore,  he  found  Spanish  soil,  Spanish 
soldiers,  or  Spanish  posts,  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  brought  to  operate  on  us,  he  was 
bound  to  attack  it.  It  \%  not  for  Spain  to  say 
we  violated  her  neutral  rights— she  had  none. 
The  case  put  by  my  colleague  fully  illustrates 
this  position.  lie  says,  my  house  i^  my  castle, 
but  another  may  enter  it  in  self-defence^  and  from 
necessity.  This  is  true— but  this  rule  applies  to 
another  case.  M||r  house  is  my  castle,  and  shall 
protect  me  and  mine,  but  not  my  neighbors.  In 
It  I  am  safe  from  process ;  but  if  I  suSer  another 
to  enter  it^  he  shall  have  no  protection,  and  the 
lowest  officer  of  the  peace  may  break  open  tbe 
doors  to  arrest  him  or  seize  bis  property.  None 
can  doubt  this  rule  of  the  common  law — it  is 
also  a  rule  of  national  law.  A  neutral  fort  or 
neutral  ship  shall  protect  neutrals  and  neutral 
property.  If  a  neutral  ship  forfeits  iu  neutrality 
or  does  an  act  of  a  belligerent  character,  its  flag 


does  not  proteel  it.  If  private  pftmrty.  it  is  fQ^ 
feited ;  ii  a  public  ship,,  it  may  be  taico.  Aa 
American  frigate  is  engaged  with  so  Eagliik 
one,  and  a  Spanish  frigate  comes  aod  sopplia 
the  latter  with  arms,  ammunitioa,  and  meo— cu 
any  one  doubt  that  tlie  American  would  be  jwu- 
fied  in  taking  her  ?  She  is  not  neutral.  She  ts- 
sumea  an  hostile  attitude  and  gives  oar  eoemf 
the  actual  use  and  benefit  of  her  whole  power. 
It  would  be  indeed  strange,  if  a  ship  could  be 
protected  while  in  actual  hostilities,  merely  b^ 
cause  she  bore  a  neotral  flag.  If  a  cooipaiiy  or 
fcgimeni  of  Spanish  soldiers  werefoaod  igbiiof 
by  the  side^of  the  Indians^  it  could  oot  be  said 
that  the  General  was  bound  to  considei  and  re* 
spect  them  as  neutrals :  he  is  bound  to  decide 
from  the  evidence  before  him;  he  aeu  on  bis 
responsibility,  and  rests  himself  for  his  defeace 
on  the  fact  of  their  direct  participatioa  ia  tbe 
war,  and  on  this  I  rest  hu  defence.  Spain  be^ 
self  has  not  contradicted  this  principle^  and  we 
are  all  in  this  singular  situation,  that,  is  ibii 
Houar,  those  opposed  to  General  Jacksoa  deny 
the  principle,  while  Spain  only  denies  the  fact; 
eonacioos  that  the  one  results  from  tbe  other. 
Though  there  has  been  much  eorrespoodeace  oa 
this  sut^t,  and  conducted  by  the  Spanish  Mio- 
ister  with  much  spirit,  yet  we  do  not  find  bin 
once  complain  of  the  execution  of  Arbuthoot  sr 
AmbrisUr;  neither  is  it  mentioned  in  aoy  ielfer 
of  Mr.  Pisarro  to  Mr,  Erving.  The  former,  la- 
deed,  in  his  manifesto,  published  at  Hamborg, 
does  advert  to  it,  but  ve  may  fairly  presuoe 
that  this  was  done  to  meet  the  views  sod  pcf- 
haps  the  dictation  of  another  Power.  In  socha 
paper  as  this,  it  is  indeed  to  be  expected,  ibat, 
according  to  the  rules  of  diplomatic  eiiqueUe, 
he  would  complain  of  anything,  and  in  strong 
language ;  but  it  was  evidently  not  intended  for 
our  <jk>vernment.  No  such  complaint  was  eTcr 
made  to  us.  Mv  colleague  says^  that  miliurf 
etiquette  required  Don  Mazot  to  write  a  threat- 
ening letter  to  General  Jackaon,  that  be  would 
drive  him  out  of  Florida.  Let  the  same  role 
be  applied  to  the  manifesto  of  Mr.  PizsrrO'  n 
Spain,  therefore,  does  not  complain  ot  ihe  ae- 
cutioQ  of  theae  men,  surely  we  need  not. 

It  is  said  that  no  notice  was  given  to  the  Sj«n- 
ish  Government  of  the  hostile  acu  of  tbe  gorern- 
ors  of  the  forts.  The  reverae  appears  fitNn  tae 
documents.  And  here  again  gentlemen  o»ean 
excuse  for  Spain,  which  she  disclaima  Ia;»  {^|- 
ter  to  Mr.  Pisarro,  of  the  12th  of  Uh  ^^'  ^V 
vingsays,  he  renews  his  reclamations  on  tbesoo- 
ject  of  tbe  conduct  of  the  Spanish  aathonues  m 
Florida,  and  Mr.  Pizarro  doca  not,  in  his  reMf , 
deny  the  fact  of  notice.  Governor  CoppiDg^MQ.^I 
letter  of  December,  1817,  speaks  of  tbe  complsiDu 
of  the  American  Government.  When  tbe  oegi» 
fort  was  built,  and  a  direct  notice  g>v«V^2 
Governor  of  Pensacola  of  the  fact,  aod  a  deoiv^ 
for  its  destruction,  he  admiu  the  fact,  savs  be  w^u 
write  to  the  Governor  of  the  Havana,  ".at  wo« 
he  considers  of  it,  and  makes  up  bis  mind,  an- 
sends  him  a  sufficient  force  to  do  it.  be  win, « 
I  convenient  time,  driv«  the  negroes  from  »« >^' 
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Will  gentlemen  serioosly  coDtend  that  Gkrern- 
ment,  oi  General  Jackson,  were  bound  to  permit 
our  frontiers  to  be  suffering  under  all  the  horrors 
of  an  Indian  and  negro  war,  until  it  should  suit 
the  leisure  and  couYenience  of  one  Spanish  offi- 
cer to  consult  another,  and  he  a  third,  and  to  take 
their  own  time  to  do  us  what  ought  to  be  done 
at  once,  and  which  we  were  bound  in  oommon 
justice  to  arm  our  own  citizens  to  do,  if  Spain 
did  not  ?  We  were  not  bound  to  give  notice  to 
the  Spanish  Court«  The  danger  was  imminent ; 
we  had  given  notice  to  the  local  authorities;  they 
did  not  act ;  the  emergency  required  immediate 
action.  The  Spanish  officers  not  only  did  not 
check,  but  encouraged  the  depredations.  They 
were  parties  in  the  war,  and  it  is  idle  to  talk  of 
notice  to  our  actual  enemies,  to  respect  our  rights, 
and  cause  them  to  be  respected  by  tho^e  with 
whom  they  were  acting.  Spain  knows  and  feels 
this :  she  does  not  pretend  to  respect  her  neu- 
trality. To  appease  a  great  Power  she  protests, 
but  she  does  nothing  more.  She  refused  to  re- 
sume possession  of  the  country,  though  offered 
unconaitionaUy,  conscious  of  her  inabuily  to  re- 
tain it,  and  pursue  a  neutral  course;  thus  admit- 
ting that  the  occu|)ation  of  these  posts  was  justi- 
fied by  our  situation,  and  the  conduct  of  her 
commanders.  In  truth,  we  have  invaded  no 
rights  of  hers;  they  had  been  .usurped  by  tbo 
Indians  ana  negroes,  who  had  the  ■  bapefit  of  all 
the  resources  of  the  country.  We  were  justified 
and  bound,  in  the  assertion  of  the  principles  of 
self-defence,  to  take  it  from  their  possession,  and 
thus  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  annoyance. 
These  are  the  grounds  on  which  the  Qeneral  has 
placed  it,  and  on  which  all  his  conduct  is  clearly 
defensible,  as  it  respects  Spain. 

The  last  subject  of  inquiry  is,  whether  our 
Constitution  has  been  violated,  by  an  assumption 
by  the  General  or  the  President  of  the  war-di- 
recting power,  which  all  admit  to  be  in  Congress, 
and  not  in  the  Executive.  So  far  as  this  is  an 
ordinary  Indian  war,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  uniform  practice  of  our  Government,  since 
its  organization,  has  been  to  conduct  it  without 
any  declaration  of  war  by  Congress.  It  is  cer- 
tain the  President  does  not  consider  it  a  war  with 
Sj)ain.  In  his  Message  to  us  at  the  opening  of 
this  session,  he  expressly  yays.  that  our  operations 
were  not  intended  as  acts  ot  hostility  to  Spain, 
but  were  perfectly  coi^sistent  with  our  neutral 
relations,  which  he  declares  himself  incompetent 
to  change.  Spain  does  not  consider  our  coodact 
as  war.  Neither  Don  Onis  nor  Mr*  Pizarro  com* 
plain,  of  it  as  such.  They  remonstrate  and  pro- 
test, but  there  they  stop.  Don  Onis  does  not  even 
suspend  his  diplomatic  intercourse  with  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  is  at  this  moment  active!  ycontiniaed. 
The  Spanish  Minister  is  still  here ;  we  see  him  in 
company  with  the  President  and  Heads  of  De- 
partment, and  anxiously  attending  on  this  debate. 
Oar  commercial  intercourse  Is  uninterrupted,  and 
this  singular  aspect  is  presented :  Both  Govern- 
ments say  they  are  at  peace,  and,  in  facL  all  our 
intercourse,  on  both  sides,  is  most  peaceiul;  pind 
yet,  in  this  House,  gentlemen  are  endeavoring  to 
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convince  us  and  the  nation  that  we  are,  and  have 
been,  actually  at  war  with  Spain.  For,  if  thece 
has  been  war,  it  still  continues ;  there  has  been 
no  peace,  treaty,  or  compact. 

I  think  it  hard  that  thus,  in  despite  of  the  sol- 
emn asseverations  and  the  conduct  of  both  parties, 
we  should  insist  they  are  at  war,  while  the  Pres- 
ident and  Spanish  Court  declare  they  are  at 
peace;  and  when  we  learnt  that  a  negotiation 
for  the  cession  of  the.  country  that  we  are  said  to 
have  taken  in  war  is  now  actually  on  foot  in  this 
place.  If  we  are  really  at  war,  gentlemen  do  not 
go  (ar  enough ;  they  ouj^ht  to  arraign  the  Presi- 
dent for  giying  up  Florida  without  a  treaty,  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate;  for  its  acquisition  by  con- 
quest makes  it  a  part  of  the  national  domain,  which 
can  only  be  alienated  by  treatv.  But  I  think  it 
hard  that  the  complaint  should  come  from  this 
House ;  if  the  President  has  transcended  his  Con- 
stitutional powers,  the  fault  is  ours.  On  the  25th 
of  March  last,  he,  by  a  special  Mcssagi,  transmit- 
ted to  us  a  candid  and  full  statement  of  all  the 
information  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the 
Seminole  war;  and  stated,  most  explicitly,  that 
our  troops  had  orders  to  enter  Florida  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  and  plainly  intimated  that  the 
Spanish  authority  would  not  be  respected  where 
it  was  not. maintained.  We  knew  the  war  would 
be  carried  on  in  the  Spanish  territory ;  that  collis- 
ions would  arise  with  the  Spanish  authorities, 
and  yet  we  did  not  interfere.  We  did  not  declare 
war;  did  not  attempt  to  say  that  he  had  done 
wrong;  on  the  contrary,  made  large  and  liberal 
appropriations  to  conduct  the  war  with  the  Sem- 
inoles,  and  in  fact  made  it  his  duty  to  proceed. 
What  could  he  do  otherwise  ?  He  had  stated 
the  case  to  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Gk)vern- 
ment ;  it  did  not  think  its  powers  usurped  or  in 
danger.  Had  he  stopped,  would  he  not  have  been 
justly  liable  to  censure?  We  had,  by  giving 
money,  put  a  practical  construction  on  the  case. 
He  had  no  alternative  lefu  I  beg  gentlemen  to 
examine  this  Message  carefully,  and  say  whether 
the  Executive  has  not  conducted  with  great  def- 
erence and  respect  to  us  and  our  powers.  If  we 
thought  them  in  danger,  then  was  the  tiine  to 
have  interposed  the  proper  guards;  as  we  did  not 
think  this  necessary,  he  was  bound  to  consider 
our  silence  as  an  acquiescence  in  the  measures, 
which  we  could  not  but  foresee  would  inevitably 
follow  the  entrance  of  an  army  in  Florida. 

The  capture  of  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola  were, 
as  is  said,  in  themselves  acts  of  war,  and  thus  vi- 
olations of  the  Constitution.  War  is  the  collision 
of  nation  with  nation.  An  act  of  war  is  when 
the  force  of  a  nation  is  emplojred  to  repel  an  injfi- 
rVj  or  act  done  by  another  nation.  If  force  is  ap- 
plied to  the  unauthorized  act  of  an  officer  of  ano- 
ther Govern meaL  it  is  not  war.  His  nation  is 
not  responsible  ix)r  his  conduct,  unless  it  was 
done  in  pursuance  of  previous  orders,  or  has  been 
subsequently  approved.  It  would,  indeed,  be  hard 
that,  when  the  Government  disavows  the  act  of 
its  officer,  it. should  be  called  the  act  of  the  nation. 
An  act  may  be  war  or  not,  accordingly  as  it  is 
approved  or  disapproved  of  by  the  Government 
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As  In  the  case  of  the  Leopard  aDd  Chesapeake. 
If  the  attack  on  our  frigate  was  aathorized  oy  the 
British  GoTernment,  it  was  war ;  but  it  was  dis- 
avowed, and  we  agreed  it  was  not  war.  So  as  to 
the  Spanish  Governors  $  their  conduct  was  direct 
war,  if  done  under  orders.  But  the  Spanish 
Minister  and  Government  solemnly^  disavowed  it ; 
they  deny  the  fact,  and  we  do  not  attempt  to  sav 
it  was  authorized.  And,  on  that  principle,  botn 
Governments  still  observe  their  neutral  relations. 
Would  this  House  declare  war  against  Spain  for 
an  act  which  she  had  never  authorized  and  plain- 
ly disavowed  ?  This  is  the  test  by  which  the 
correctness  of  the  principle  must  be  tried.  If  the 
unauthorized  act  of  the  Spanish  officers  was  not 
an  act  of  war  by  Spain,  it  was  not  an  act  of  war 
in  General  Jackson  to  repel  those  acts  of  aggres- 
sion. He  did  not  war  against  Spain,  but  repelled 
the  wanton  and  disavowed  hostilities  of  her  offi- 
cers. He  opposed  them  as  the  aoziliaries  of  our 
enemy,  and  took  forts  intrusted  to  their  command, 
because  they  had  ceased  to  be  neutral,  and  were, 
in  fact,  and  as  to  all  purposes  to  us,  Indian  forts. 
To  again  recur  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  If 
she  bad  returned  to  port,  and  the  President  or- 
dered her  commander,  if  again  attacked,  to  ti^e 
the  Leopard  and  bring  her  in,  and  had  done 
80,  it  would  have  been  no  act  of  war  against 
England,  unless  the  British  Government  should 
say  it  was  by  her  orders,  or  she  approved  the  act. 

These  principles  it  seems  to  me  cannot  be  con- 
troverted, and  most  clearly  show  that  there  has 
been  no  act  of  war,  and  no  violation  of  our  Con- 
stitution. A  General  in  conducting  a  campaign 
would  have  but  limited  powers  if  he  could  not 
repel  hostilities  wherever  he  met  them.  He  must 
judge  who,  what,  and  where,  his  enemy  is.  He 
wars  not  against  the  nation,  but  the  force,  the 
the  country,  and  the  forts,  which  assume  an  atti- 
tude and  are  suffered  to  be  used  for  purposes  hos- 
tile to  his  Government.  If  used  by  authority  of 
the  Government  to  which  he  belongs,  it  is  war ; 
but  if  not  only  without,  but  contrary  to  orders, 
it  is  no  war  but  only  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-defence  a^inst  an  unauthorized  ag- 
gression, and  the  hostile  acts  of  the  officers,  who 
would  be  punished  by  their  own  Government. 
So  was  the  occupation  of  these  forts  considered, 
and,  acting  on  that  principle,  the  President  or- 
dered their  restoration.  And  so  the  Gkneral  con- 
sidered it  I  for  in  the  capitulation  he  expressly 
agreed  to  surrender  Pensacola,  whenever  the 
Spanish  Government  had  the  ability  or  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  respect  its  neutrality. 

And  thus  it  seems  to  me  that  General  Jackson, 
the  President,  this  House,  and  tlie  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, all  agree  in  considering  the  operations 
in  Florida  as  neither  war  nor  acts  of  war,  and 
that  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  remain 
untouched. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  conduct  of  the  Gen- 
eral that  he  violated  his  orders;  that  the  order 
to  General  Gaines  to  report  to  the  Department  of 
War,  in  case  he  found  the  Indians  sheltered  under 
the  guns  of  a  Spanish  fort,  was  binding  on  him. 
Admit  it  to  be  80 ;  still,  that  case  never  occurred. 


The  Indians  were  not  sheltered  under  the  gau 
of  the  fort,  but  within  it.  The  forts  were  tkt 
depots  for  their  stores.  The  Indiaas  were  snp- 
plied  with  ammooition  from  the  pablic  storei. 
The  war  was  devised  in  the  forts.  TheOoren* 
ors  were  parties.  Spanish  officers  escorted  IndiiDs 
to  our  frontier.  There  was  no  order  from  the 
War  Department  to  meet  this  state  of  tbion.  It 
was  never  supposed  that  such  acts  coold  hare 
been  committed ;  had  it  been,  it  is  eertaio  then 
would  have  been  orders  to  take  these  posts.  For 
we  find  that,  when  the  facts  became  nown,  the 
President  has  most  fully  approved  of  all  that  the 
General  has  done.  On  this  subject  his  Mtssige 
is  clear  and  explicit. 

Some  say  tne  President  has  disapproTcd  the 
GkneraPs  conduct  by  ordering  the  restoration  of 
these  posts.  Thev  seem  to  forget  that  the  Gea- 
eral  had  promisea  to  i^o  so  by  an  express  stipoli- 
tion  in  tne  capitulation.  He  is  charged  with 
having  established  a  civil  goveromeiit,  and  ex- 
cluded the  Spanish  authorities.  This  was  pro- 
vided for  in  the  eapittilatloa.  The  Snaish 
commander  required  that  all  the  officers  of  Qot* 
emmeot*— civil  and  military— and  all  the  papen 
and  archives,  should  be  sent  to  the  Hanoa;  aod 
these  terms  were  not  demanded  by  General  Jaek* 
800,  but  agreed  to  on  the  demand  of  the  Governx 

But  the  war  is  said  to  have  been  orer,  aatf  the 
letter  of  the  General  is  referred  to  as  evideDceoT 
it.  I  presume  that  do  one  here  will  be  disposed 
to  censure  Governor  Bibb.  By  his  letter  of  the 
19tb  of  May,  1818,  it  seems  it  was  not  orer;  thit 
murders  were  still  committed. 

An  Indian  war  in  like  no  other.  It  is  sot  i 
war  on  the  nation,  but  individuals.  Their  objtti 
is  murder  and  plunder.  In  guarding  against  (he 
attacks  of  a  civilized  force,  you  watch  the  more 
ments  of  their  armies  \  but  in  terminatia;  u 
Indian  war,  the  incursions  of  individuals  mu^t  be 
stopped.  If  Arbuthnot  was  to  be  believed,  the 
Indian  force  was  three  thousand  fire  ^^^^' 
an<)  there  were  one  thousand  in  arms*  Their 
force  was  unbroken.  They  would  not  meet  oor 
army  in  battle,  and  thus  end  the  war.  Thef  were 
scattered  through  the  whole  coootrf  ia  ^ 

Crtiea.  They  were  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Ala- 
ma,  committing  new  murders,  and  wer«  *op* 
plied  m  Pensacola.  The  war  was  not  eaded  in 
fact,  and  never  could  be  while  this  eoationed 
Iheir  depot,  and  they  were  furnished  vitb  svR- 
plies  by  the  Governor.  There  was  therefore  no 
alternative  but  to  occupy  it  or  hare  a  pfotracieo, 
if  not  an  endless  war.  .     .  • 

I  shall  not  examine  any  minor  poinu  id  ib» 
case.  I  am  abundanUy  satisfied  it  is  not  ooeti 
those  great  cases  alone  worthy  the  «»«55"^ 
of  this  House ;  that  the  conduct  of  ^^^^^ 
is  not  only  undeserving  of  censure,  but  has  sew 
correct  and  proper ;  that  his  conduct  is  no  tiow- 
tion  of  the  laws  or  Constitution  of  the  eoootffi 
but  consistent  with  and  justified  by  their  pn>> 
principles.  I  have  not  defended  him  by  aif'Pj 
peal  to  your  sympathy,  and  will  rest  the  cm*i  " 
on  his  distinguished  character  and  einineoiscr- 
vices^I  lay  these  out  of  mind,  and  test  his  cw 
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dace  bv  the  principles  of  national  and  Constita- 
tional  law.  I  hare  defended  him  on  his  own 
reasons,  and  thought  that  it  was  due,  in  jnstiee 
to  him,  that  one  member  of  this  House  should 
examine  his  own  principles.  I  think  they  place 
him  on  the  strong;  ground  of  the  law  and  Consti- 
tation,  and,  thinking  so,  I  am  not  willing  to  see 
him  a  supplicant  for  your  charity. 

Mr.  Rbed,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of 
difficulty  that  I  hare  been  able  to  prerail  on  my- 
self to  rise  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  you  at 
this  late  hour,  when  I  am  persuaded  the  patience 
of  this  honorable  Committee  must  be  rery  much 
exhausted  by  the  discussion  that  we  have  already 
heard  to-day  *,  and  my  unwillin^ess  is  not  a  little 
increased  by  some  personal  indisposition ;  nor  do 
I  know  that  I  should  hare  troubled  the  Commit- 
tee with  any  remarks,  were  it  not  that,  being  a 
member  of  the  Miliurv  Committee,  it  might  be 
expected  that  I  should  assign  the  reasons  that 
influenced  my  mind  in  concurring  in  the  report 
presented  to  the  House. 

Before  I  proceed  to  remark  on  the  subject  under 
consideration,  permit  me,  sir.  to  ask  the  indul- 

fenceof  the  Committee  for  a  few  moments,  while 
explain  a  transaction  in  which  I  was  concerned 
daring  the  war  of  the  Rerolution.  near  forty 
years  ago,  and  which,  i  trust,  I  shall  be  able  to 
do  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  honorable  Committee, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  nation,  and  the  world. 
I  will  be  as  brief  as  possible,  but  must  beg  leave 
to  ran  a  little  into  detail.  The  afiair  to  which 
I  refer  is  to  the  execution  of  a  deserter  from  our 
army  to  the  enemjr.  It  has  been  drawn  into  the 
discussion  of  this  question  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  New  York,  who  is  not  now  in  his 
seat,  and  whose  absence  I  regret  the  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  very  afflicting  circumstance  that  has 
occasioned  it.*  I  am  i>erfectly  convinced  that, 
in  noticing  the  transaction,  mr  honorable  friend 
was  governed  alone  by  his  known  regard  for 
truth  and  justice.  He  believed,  no  doubt,  it 
would  have  a  favorable  bearing  on  the  side  of  the 
question  which  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  support. 
The  honorable  ffentleman,  indeed,  intimated  his 
intention  to  me  oefore  he  spoke.  I  believe,  air.  I 
shall  be  able  to  show,  in  proper  time,  that  the 
execution  of  the  deserter  by  the  detachment  under 
my  command,  bears  no  analoay  to  the  execution 
of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  order  of  General 
Jackson.  With  these  remarks,  I  will  proceed  to 
state  the  transaction  as  it  occurred. 

At  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1798,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  passed  up  the  North  river,  with 
the  British  army,  and  landed  upon  either  side  of 
the  river,  at  Stony  and  Verplanck's  Points.  Gen- 
eral Washington  broke  up  his  Winter  quarters, 
concentrated  and  marched  an  army  towards  the 
same  destination.  At  this  time  a  detachment 
was  ordered  from  the  Maryland  line,  to  join 
Major  Lee's  cavalry ;  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 

^Ifr.  Taaucaboi  had  been  suddenly  called  home 
by  ih»  death  el  his  son. 


lieutenant  in  that  detachment,    it  was  the  more 
immediate  duty  of  this  corps  to  hover  upon  the 
lines  of  the  enemy,  to  watch  and  report  his  mo- 
tions, to  restrain  his  foraging  parties^  and  to  cut 
off  all  communication  with  the  country,  dbc.  The 
main  army  had  during  this  time  reached  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  lay  with  his  right  upon  Sandy 
Beach,  the  left  extending  towards  New  Windsor. 
It  was  about  this  period  that  discontent  began  to 
manifest  itself  in  tne  ranks,  desertion  folio  wed,  and 
soon  increased  to  such  an  extent,  as,  to  make  use 
of  the  words  of  General  Washington,  to  threaten 
a  dissolution  of  the  army ;  active  and  vigorous 
measures  were  resorted  to,  to  arrest  the  disgrace- 
ful and  ruinous  practice ;  flying  parties  were  in* 
stantly  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  soldiers  who  were 
missing  at  roll-calling;  all  the  country  hereabouts, 
as  weli  as  that  intervening  between  our  main 
army  and  the  enemy,  is  so  mountainous,  and  at 
that  time  so  inaeeessibiei  that  when  deserters  had 
gotten  some  start,  they  were  seldom^  perhapa 
never  overtaken.    It  was  under  these  distressing 
and  alarming  circumstances,  that  Gkneral  Wash- 
ington gave  orders  **  that  examples  should  be  in- 
stantly made  upon  the  spot,  of  a  deserter  who 
might  be  apprehended  in  tne  act  of  going  to  the 
enemy."    I  had  my  orders  in  my  pocket.    I  was 
instructed  to  place  myself  at  the  head  of  a  de- 
tachment, and  to  march  at  such -an  hour  of  the 
following  niffht  as  to  enable  me  to  reach  the 
enemy's  pickets  or  out-posts,  by  the  dawn   of 
day  of  the  ensuing  morning,  so  to  arrange  my 
command  as  to  cut  off  the  possibility  of  escape  of 
any  deserters  from  our  arm]^.  I  must  here  remark| 
that  although  we  heard  daily  from  our  friends  at 
headquarters,  of  desertions,  yet.  as  everv  exertion 
had  been  made  that  a  sense  of  auty  could  suggest, 
or  a  knowledge  of  the  country  permit,  we  began 
to  entertain  doubts  that  the  reported  desertions 
were  greatly  magnified,  since  none  had  yet  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  troops  on  the  lines.    As  the 
morning  broke,  my  cordon  of  sentinels  were 
formed  oatside  of  those  of  the  enemy,  and  ao 
pushed  up  to  their  very  teeth  as  to  close,  as  I  be- 
lieved, every  avenue  of  approach.    In  this  situa- 
tion things  remained  until  a  late  hour  of  the  day, 
when  a  soldier  found  'means  to  escape  from  the 
enemv  and  come  directly  over  to  me :  from  this 
man  I  learned  that  ten  or  twelve  deserters  had 
gone  in  to  the  enemy  in  the  course  of  that  day. 
and  that  many  went  in  ever^r  dav.    Surprised 
at,  and  doubting  the  informauon,  I  desirecl  him 
to  show  me  the  route  by  which  they  passed ;  he 
pointed  me  to  the  high  bank  above  Stony  Point, 
and  said,  *'on  the  shore  under  that  bank,  the  de- 
serters passed  in  that  dav  and  every  day.''    I  im- 
mediately removed  my  detachment  to  this  point, 
and  placed  two  sentinels  on  the  shore  under  the 
bank ;  in  a  abort  time,  three  deserters  from  our 
army  presented  themselves.    Seeing  my  soldiers 
so  near  in  with  the  enemy,  (for  we  seemed  amal- 
gamated,) they  at  once  fell  into  the  error  that  we 
were  of  the  enemy ;  and  this  delusion  was  the 
more  natural,  as  my  soldiers  had  thrown  off  their 
regimental  coats,  (the  weather  being  very  hot)— 
the  deserters  at  once  made  a  fall  disclosure;  and 
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mid  that  they  were  gotog  to  make  their  fortlUMs 
by  joining  the  British.  Af  y  soldiers  kept  up  the 
deliisioD,  there  hm^^  three  of  the  deserters  with 
^eir  arms,  ammunitioo,  and  equipments,  and 
only  two  of  my  soldiers.  The  deserters  were  in- 
formed that  they  could  not  pass  in  to  Stony  Point 
imtil  the]r  should  be  examined  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  detachment.  They  were  ac- 
cordingly conducted  to  me.  Here,  the  same 
cause  that  produced  the  delusion  on  the  shore, 
aerTed  to  keep  it  op ;  I  had  thrown  off  my  coat 
«8  well  as  had  the  soldiers.  I  now  questioned 
the  deserters ;  tfae^  again  «iade  a  full  and  com- 
plete disclosure  of  desertion,  alleging,  as  a  reason, 
that  they  were  badly  fed,  badly  clothed,  and  badly 

Cid ;  that  there  were  many  desertions,  and  would 
more,  if  they  f  the  soldiers)  could  get  off;  they 
again  said  that  tney  were  going*  to  the  British  at 
8tony  Point,  to  make  their  fortunes.  The  con- 
feasion  of  guilt  being  full  and  complete,  they  were 
informed  of  their  mistake,  disarmed,  and  told  to 
prepare  for  death ;  for  thmt  in  an  hour  I  would, 
m  pursuance  of  my  orders,  which  I  then  read  in 
presence  of  the  detachment  and  deserters,  execute 
them  all.  I  most  earnestly  passed  upon  their 
-minds  the  necessity  of  employing  in  the  best  man- 
ner they  could,  the  little  time  they  had  left,  in 
supplication  to  God  to  forgire  cfaem  their  sins : 
that  this  last  one,  of  deserting  to  join  the  eneinies 
cf  their  country,  was  of  itself  a  most  heinous  of- 
fence in  the  sight  of  Qod. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  summary  execution  of  these 
■men,  though  cndisperiaaftle,  was  a  dutv  not  to  be 
desired.  Keflecting^  therefore,  on  the  sdbject, 
and  knowing  that  it  was  intended  only  as  an 
'example,  I  determined  to  take  upon  myself  the 
high  and  dangerous  responsibility  of  executing 
one  only.  To  this  end,  I  proposed  to  them  to 
draw  lotf.  This  they  most  firmly  resbted,  de- 
claring to  the  last,  tbat^as  ihey  were  all  alike 
Silty,  so  they  were  willing  to  abide  the  same 
e.  Finding  them  thus  determined,  I  referred 
•the case  to  my  three  non-eommiskioned  officers. 
Two  of  the  deserters  were  Irishmen*  and  one  an 
American.  Two  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
^ere  Americans  and  one  an  Irishman— each, 
voting  for  his  countryman  to  suffer,  the  tot  fell 
on  the  American--a  most  just  decision.  He  was 
'accordingly  ordered  for  instant  eSxeeutioa.  He 
was  shot.  After  which,  conformably  to  orders, 
his  he«d  was  stricken  off  and  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army,  (the  surTlTiag  deserters 
went,  under  guard,  to  the  same  place,)  where  it 
was'publicly  exposed,  and  thus  a  stop  was  put  to 
dtoertion,  which  bad  before  prevailed  to  an  extent 
miknoWn  in  the  annals  of  the  war,  and  whicbg 
aceordtne  to  the  language  of  the  Com mander* in- 
chief,  ^threatened  a  dissolution  of  the  army." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  mere  fact  of  this  execution 
was  published  in  M.  Cary's  "Museum,"  I  think, 
«few  years  after  the  war,  unaccompanied  by  the 
particular  circumstances  upon  which  it  toolc 
place.  My  attention  was  some  years  afterwards 
called  to  the  transaction  by  a  friend,  who  had 
seen  the  statement  in  the  Moiseum,  and  who  had 
also  seen  the  saime  transaction  spoken  of  by  Qor* 


don,  the  historiaiit  without,  indeed,  nentioniag 
the  name  of  the  officer  concerned  in  the  particular 
circumstances  connected  with  the  ofieace.  The 
historian  is  entirely  mistaken  in  relation  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  Commander-in-chief,  doubtless 
for  the  want  of  correct  information.  It  is  most 
manifest  that  no  subaltern  officer,  of  any  grade, 
would  hare  taken  on  himself,  in  tne  very  face  ot 
the  Commander-in-chief  a  measure  of  soch  high 
responsibility.  I  did,  indeed,  take  upon  myself  a 
measure  of  high  responsibility  ;  but,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  it  was  a  respoasibilitj  on  the  aide 
of  beneTolence  and  of  mercy;  mouves  that  al- 
ways have,  and  I  trust,  ever  wilL  infltience  mj 
conduct.  I  knew  that  I  subjected  myself  to  the 
possibility  of  a  court  martial,  with  aU  its  con- 
sequences. I  knew,  too,  that  this  severe  measure 
of  the  execution  was  intended  as  an  example,  and 
I  trusted  that  one  execution  might  produce  the 
desired  effect. 

I  ba?e  explained  the  affair  of  the  deserter,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  it  happened,  whether  aatislactorily 
to  this  honorable  Committee,  to  the  nation,  or  to 
the  world,  is  not  for  me  to  decide.  My  own  con- 
science is  satisfied.  I  am  glad^  indeed,  that  the 
transaction  has  been  brought  into  view  at  this 
time  by  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  TALUtAoen,) 
as  it  has  anorded  me  an  opportunity,  perhaps  the 
last  in  my  life,  of  explaining  it.  Sir,  the  exeeu- 
tion  of  the  deserter  near  Stony  Point  does  not 
stand  alone.  It  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which 
Washington  was  compelled  to  resort  to  stnMig 
measures.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  gentlemen  to 
MaraTudPs  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  4,  pp.  404 
and  405:  *' A  part  of  the  Jersey  brigade  bad  raa- 
^  tinied,  and  rose  in  arms  on  the  night  of  the  dOth 
'  January,  1781.    Greneral  Washington  was  de- 

*  termined  to  bring  them  to  order,  and,  in  ponu- 
'  ance  of  this  determination,   he  immediately 

*  ordered  a  detachment  to  inarch  against  the 

*  mutineers,  aad  to  bring  them  to^mcoaditional 
^  submission.    General  Howe,  who  commanded 

*  this  detachment,  was  instructed  to  make  no 
^  terms  with  the  insurgents,  while  they  had  arms 
'  in  their  hands,  or  were  in  a  state  of  resistance; 
'  and,  as  soon  as  they  should  surrender,  to  saixe  a 

*  few  of  the  most  active  leaders,  and  execute 

*  them  on  the  spot.  These  orders  being  promptly 
^anjd  implicit(y  obeyed,  the  Jersey  mutineers 
'  were  compelled  to  return  to  their  doty.''  Here 
then,  sir,  is  recorded  another  instance,  in  the  very 
same  language,  in  which  Qeneral  Washia^on 
was  compelled  to  resort  to  the  rerj  same  rigor- 
ous measures  for  the  army,  the  orders  in  both 
instances  being  of  the  same  tenor,  and  growiog 
out  of  the  same  emergency  at  distant  periods. 
These  executions,  however,  bear  no  analo^f 
whatever  to  the  cases  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambris- 
ter :  these  men  were  not  of  our  army ;  ibey  were 
not  subject  to  our  law  martial  i  we  had  no  rigbi 
over  their  lives  after  they  were  prisoners. 

Having  disposed  of  the  affair  of  the  deserter, 
and  I  trust  satisfactorily,  I  come  now,  sir,  to  ap- 
ply some  observations  to  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. It  is  matter  of  ao  small  degree  of 
satisfaction  to  me  to  know  that,  ailhoi^h  a  differ- 
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e&ce  of  QpinioD  ezistod  among  tkt  meiaben  of 
the  Milimrf  Committee,  in  reiBtion  to  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  yet  it  wa9  not  a  factitious 
difierence ;  it  was  an  honest  difference,  growii^f 
oat  of  difiereat  Tievs  of  the  same  question— a 
thiDg  common  to  all  men«  It  ha^  been  uiged, 
Mr.  Chairman,  hj  honorable  gentlemen  onposed 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  this  House 
possesses  no  juiisdiction  nor  pover  to  examine 
into  the  conduct  of  a  miiicary  officer.  I  shaU 
endeavor,  sir,  to  prove,  bf  your  own  acts,  b¥ 
your  own  law,  (I  mean  the  law  of  the  House,) 
thai  you  possess  this  power.  Did  yon  not,  at  the 
commencement  of  tab  session,  reoognise  this 
Tery  power  to  inquire,  by  referring  the  case  of 
Arbuthaot  and  Ambrister  specially  to  the  M;ili« 
tary  Committee?  How,  sir,  did  the  committee 
get  in  possession  of  the  subject?  Surely,  sir,  by 
your  own  doings;  surely  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  the  committee  derived  their  whole  authority 
from  the  reeoUiion— from  the  law  of  the  House. 
Without  such  an  authority  the  committee  could 
not  have  acted  on  the  subjcet  at  all*  Let  us  see 
the  resolution  referred  to: 

'^JRMlved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
aace  as  relates  to  militeiy  sffiuis ;  se  much  as  relates 
to  the  pioosedings  of  the  court  martial  in  the  trial  of 
Axbuthnotand  Ambrister,  and  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war  against  the  Sesswole  Indiami,  be  nimed  to  a 
select  OQBuaittee." 

If  then,  sir,  I  have  been  able  to  show  (and  I 
trust  I  have)  that  this  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Biilitnrv  Committee  bv  a  rule  or  law  of  this  hon- 
orable liottse,  then  it  follows  that  the  committee 
were  to  ezeicise  their  own  opinion  over  the 
case;  this  they  haae  done,  and  you  have  been 
preaenied  with  the  result*  If  the  House  pos* 
sessea  not  the  power  to  inquire  into  the  conduot 
of  a  military  officer,  whv  pass  the  resolution  ? 
Why  reler  the  ease  at  ail  to  the  committee^ 
Why  not  at  oaee  arrest  the  resolution,  the  law  of 
the  House,  in  its  most  incipient  stage?  Why,  I 
ask  a^in,  sufier  it  to  go  out  to  the  committee? 
Bat  it  happois  tJiat  this  case  does  not  stand 
alone;  and,  as  precedents  are  considered  of  some 
valae  in  this  honorable  House,  and  I  am  willing 
to  admit  thai  they  should  have  their  doe  weight, 
especially  when  settled  in  sober  times-— I  oeg 
leave  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
ia  the  eaae  of  Qcneral  St.  Clain  The  House,  on 
that  ocoasion,  believed  it  possessed,  and  dad  ezer'- 
ciae  jurisdiction,  by  instituting  and  carrying  on 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  against  the  Indians.  Gentlemen  now 
contend  that  the  President  alone  is  competent  to 
caose  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduot  of 
a  military  commander,  and  that  it  is  pawing  a 
censure  on  the  President  for  this  House  to  inter- 
fere wish  what  are  said  to  be  his  Constitutional 
duties  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Sir,*!  have  no  intention,  nor  do  I  think  I  am 
passing  a  censure  on  the  President,  by  examining 
mto  the  conduot  of  General  Jackson  in  relation  to 
the  transactions  connected  with  the  Seminole  war. 
In  the  case  of  General  St  Clair,  to  which  I  have 


referred,  the  House  of  Representatives  did  noi 
think  that  they  passed  a  vote  of  censure  on  Pres*. 
ident  Washington,  and  yet  the  House  did,  on  that 
occasion  negative,  by  a  strong  vote,  a  motion  to 
call  on  the  Presideut  to  "  cause  inquiry  to  be  mftde 
into  the  cauees  of  the  failure  of  the  expeditions'^ 
appointed  a  select  committee,  and  proceeded^ 
themselves,  with  the  inquiry  to  a  final  tecmina- 
tiott*  I  beg  leave  to  refer  honorable  gentlemea 
to  the  journals  of  the  first  sesion  second  CoBgress» 
pages  131, 152, 153, 154, 177,  219;  reporti^  vol,  I, 
pages  141, 173.  Sir,  there  exists  not  one  solitary 
doubt  on  my  mind  of  the  power  of  the  House  in. 
relation  to  the  question  under  consideration.  It 
has,  I  think,  been  shown  by  your  own  act  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  by  the  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  case  of  General  St.  Clair,  at  aa 
early  period  of  the  Government,  that  the  House 
possesses  the  right  contended  for. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  that  if  General 
Jackson  possessed  the  right,  which  I  am  not  at  all 
disposed  to  admit,  and  which  I  think  may  be  de- 
monstrated he  did  not  possess,  to  execute  Arbuth* 
not  and  Ambrister,  or  either  of  them,  he  waived 
that  riffht,  by  referring  their  cases  to  a  militaryr 
tribunal;  a  tribunal,  to  be  sure,  that  possesaed 
competent  jurisdiction,  and,  therefore,  these  men 
should havebeendischarged.  The G^ral having 
made  the  appeal,  ha  was  concluded  by  it.  It  waa 
his  own  act.  He  put  these  men  upon  their,  trial 
before  an  incompetent  tribunal ;  ana  by  that  tribu- 
nal the  case  should  have  been  dismissed.  But| 
supposing  for  a  moment  that  the  court  had  com^ 
potent  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  the 
case,  the  General  in  that  event  was  hound  by  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  so  &r  as  that  he  could 
not  alter  or  ohange  the  sentence^  ao  as  to  order  a 
punishment  different  from  that  awarded  by  the 
court.  He  oould  diminish  indeed,  but  could  add 
not  one  stripe— not  one  tittle  beyond  theseateaoe^ 
of  the  tribunaL 

By  what  law^  or  by  what  authority,  let  me  askt 
can  a  Judge  or  General  add  to  the  punishment 
otiier  than  what  has  been  decreed  by  the  court  i 
Bv  what  law  of  the  land,  sir,  can  you  put  tha 
iiie  of  any  man  in  jeoparay  twice  for  the  same 
charge  or  offence  1  You  cannot  do  it  In  the 
case  of  Ambrister  the  court  had  passed  a  sen* 
teace,  and,  although  it  possesaed  no  jurisdic- 
tion, the  General  was  bound  by  his  own  act.  He 
made  the  appeal,  and  could  not  increase  the  pun- 
ishment I  and  yet  he  did.  of  his  own  will,  increase 
and  inflict  the  highest  oegree  of  punishment;  a 
punishment  not  authorized  even  by  an  incom- 
petent tribunal ;  for,  surely  it  cannot  be  seriously 
contended  that  a  eomt  martial  has  no  right  to  re- 
consider its  own  proceediogs,  so  long  as  they  re- 
main in  their  hands.  This  is  the  constant  prac- 
tice. But,  again,  the  charges  upon  which  these 
men  were  put  upon  their  trial,  did  not,  in  my 
opinion,  subject  them  to  our  law  even  before  n 
competent  tribunal,  except  for  the  charge  of  be- 
ing a  spy  against  Arbuthnot,  and  of  that  he  waa 
acquitted* 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mn  HAaRiaoa)  in  the  view  that  he  pre- 
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seated  of  eoarts  menial,  Ac.  That  geotlemaD 
has  correctly  stated,  that  the  army  too  has  its 
eommon  law.  The  common  law  of  the  armv, 
like  other  common  law,  is  applicable  in  the  rale 
only  to  courts,  to  tribanals  properly  and  legally 
constituted.  The  common  law  of  the  army  gives 
BO  snch  an  increased  power  or  apnlication  in  its 
principles.  This  common  law  appites  also  to  the 
common  rontine  of  militarv  duty.  Councils  of  war, 
spoken  of  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gtnJa,  (Mr.  Smttb,)  have  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  tf  ial  of  ounces  or  courts  martial.  Councils 
of  war  are  called  by  the  Qeneral  for  the  purpose 
of  advising  him  in  relation  to  the  general  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign,  or  in  relation  to  any  par- 
ticular object  of  the  war.  The  Qeneral  may,  or 
he  may  not,  be  concluded  by  the  advice  of  this 
eoiineil.  It  is  very  different  in  relation  to  the 
opinion  of  a  court  martial. 

The  whole  system  of  common  law  of  the  army, 
so  far,  at  leasees  it  relates  to  the  roles  of  evi- 
dence, is  the  same  as  in  criminal  courts,  as  has 
already  been  correctly  stated  by  an  honorable 

{entleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  T.  M.  NBLaon.) 
fa  witness,  in  a  criminal  prosecution,  was  to  at- 
tempt to  give  in  evidence  his  opinion,  or  what  he 
bad  heard  others  say  in  relation  to  a  particular 
ikct,  he  would  be  instantly  stopped  by  the  court. 
It  ia  the  practice  of  every  day,  known  to  every 
man :  aad  yet,  this  was  the  kind  of  evidence  ffiven 
in  the  case  of  Arbutbnot-— the  hearsay  of  Indians, 
who  could  not  have  been  witnesses  had  they  been 
present.    I  think  it  has  been  shown,  that,  if  the 
evidence  had  been  legal,  yet,  as  the  court  posses- 
sed no  jurisdiction,  no  cognizance  of  the  charges, 
these  men  should  nave  been  discharged.    Itnas 
been  said,  that  this  was  not  a  court  martial.    Qen- 
tlemen  do  not  seem  to  agree  among  themselves. 
Some,  indeed,  have  called  it  a  court  martial,  some 
have  denominated  it  a  court  of  inquiry,  a  coun- 
cil, Ac.    Now,  sir,  there  is  not,  in  iny  opinion, 
much  weight  in  these  objections.    There  are 
only  two  denominations  of  courts  recognised  in 
the  army,  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry. 
This  has  been  called  a  special  court.    But  that 
does  not  alter  the  character  of  the  tribunal ;  it  was 
still,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  general  court 
martial.    I  know  that  general  courts  martial  are 
sometimes  called  special,  perhaps  from  a  want  of 
attention  in  the  phraseoloffy  of  the  order  making 
them.    I  have  sometimes  neard  them  called  spe- 
cial when  ordered  to  try  a  particular  case;  but 
all  this  does  not  alter  or  chance  the  character  of 
the  court  $  the  President  has  denominated  this  a 
court  martial;  the  8ecreUry  of  State  has  called 
it  a  court  martial;  Qeneral  Jackson  himself  calls 
it  a  court  martial.    There  is,  sir,  another  objec- 
tion to  the  execution  of  these  men  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  entitled  to  much  weight,  and  which 
1ms  been  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 
The  Seminole  war  was,  indeed,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  at  an  end.    It  is  the  practice  among  all 
eivuizcd  nations,  when  a  war  is  drawing  to  an 
end — when  no  longer  any  great  natiooal  object 
ia  to  be  obtained,  for  the  commanders  of  the 
adverse  armies  to  restrain  their  predatory  war* 


fsre,  thereby  to  spare  the  effinioo  tod  vMti( 
blood. 

Permit  me.  sir,  to  notice  an  obiemtioi  tb 
fell  from  an  nonorable  geatlemsn  froo  ttun- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Holmbb.)  That  geodeou  Is 
expressed  the  **  profoundest  sstoniihBeDt,  tk 
the  Military  Committee  should  hinfoQidoo! 
that  the  war  was  at  an  end,"  lod  tfan  aui 
"whether  they  (the  committee) fisd  it iiGdoii 
Jackson's  letters  of  the  80th  sod  96tk  of  ApnlP 
Yes,  sir,  the  committee  find  it  is  ikw  letim 
and  in  the  facu.  The  Qeorgia  nuiiiH  ffrndn- 
charged,  the  Qeneral  was  about  to  Man  km 
and  two  companies  were  deemed  hf iaaifm 
sufficient  to  scour  the  country  in  laiek  0(107 
Indians  that  miffht  lay  concealed  istkdieowts. 
I  think,  sir,  if  the  honorable  geotlcmubiia- 
ercised  bis  usual  perspicuity,  that  he  too  tooU 
have  discovered  that  the  ''wsr  wiiioilliiitti! 
and  purposes  at  an  end." 

There  is  another  light  in  which  ihii  ab/tct 

presenu  itself  to  my  mind.    Yoo.  sir,  ebia  the 

right  of  expatriation— the  priDciple  is  eoDteoM 

for  on  the  floor  of  this  House.   If  it  he  a  Btmil 

right,  ae  asserted,  that  the  citiseas  of  the  Hm 

States,  or  the  subjeeu  of  any  other  utioidi 

possess  this  right,  and  a  right  to  aMcitte  ib» 

selves  with  any  other  society  or  iiatioB-«utk( 

nation  from  whom  they  have  septnied  ^ 

selves  prescribe  to  these  people  the  sodttfor 

nation  to  whom  they  shall  attach  thenselTs^ 

I  believe  not.    What  right  have  yoo  (oeoonl 

their  will— to  tell  them  whether  thej  shiU  k^ 

come  the  members  of  civilized  or  trnftnet 

ty  ?    This  would  be  destroying  the  rery  r^ 

that  you  contend  for.    If  an  AmericiB,  u  Bif; 

lishman,  or  a  Frenchman,  possetsa  (he  n^^^ 

expatriation,  ail  other  necessary  riffhu  go  M 

with  this.    Among  these  rights  will  ho  M  '^^ 

right  to  elect  for  themselves  the  societf  (o  vk»i 

they  may  choose  to  attach  thenselfa,  i»^  f° 

have  no  control  over  their  choice.   Tbeie  Bit 

lishmen,  then,  according  to  your  ova  ^F^ 

ppaseased  these  righu.  and  did  ezercie  ^ 

They  attached  themselves  to  a  ttTife<«Ktyi 

but  it  will  not  be  denied  that  the  lodiusvo^ 

dependent  nations;  they  are  rMMtMv^ 


by  the  treaties  consuntly  made  with  (heo,  vuj 
or  which  have  been  ratified  daring  t^e  F|f^^ 
session.    Nor  will  it  be  pretended  thitt^eFfcn- 
dent  can  go  to  war  with  the  Indians  wiB«|Jf 
authority  of  Congress,  unless  indeed  tk  Ihiids 
had  commenced  the  war.    I  will  aotp^^  ^° 
say  who  ate  the  aggressors  in  these  fjng®^ 
ally;  nor  is  it  necessary  in  relation  totheproo' 
inquiry.    I  think  it  probable  that  the  fronuer »; 
habitants  on  both  sides  are  often  to  blame;  if 
gressions  are  committed,  and  the  Gorerooeai^ 
called  on  for  protection,  and  mutt  (^^  f 
war.    Hence  it  is,  that  our  wan  with  ^^ 
dians  have  been  made  without  aaf  M»^ 
of  war  by  Congress.    An  honowble  gm^ 
from  Pennsylvania /Mr.  Baldwiit)  hss, »  »[ 
opinion,  entirely  mutaken  the  law,  who 
spoke  of  <<eoafederacies,  conspiracies  tid  e^ 
binations,"  as  appUed  to  the  easeof  ArhoiiiKK 
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and  Ambri0ter.  Tlieie  o&ncM  can  only  apply^ 
I  belie^e^  to  oar  owa  cUizcas  or  others  witain 
the  iimita  or  the  territories  of  the  Uoited  States, 
who  may  eagage  in  these  or  other  aalawfnl  acts 
agaiost  the  public  authority.  The  law  provides 
for  offeRces  of  this  sort,  but  it  cannot  apply  to 
persons  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  Statei^ 
owing  no  obligations  or  allegiance  to  the  United 
Sutes. 

Gkntlemen  seem  to  rely  much  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  orders  given  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  Qeneral  Jackson ;  that,  by  these  orders, 
he  was  instructed  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy 
conelnsion.     Now,  sir,  what  do  these  orders 
mean  ?     Why,  only  that  QeneralJackson  was  to 
employ  the  military  force  intrusted  to  his  com- 
mand, in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  the  war  to 
as  prdnapt  and  speedy  a  conclusion  as  possible, 
regarding,  snbstantially,  the  usual  method  of  con- 
ducting war  against  Indian  tribes.    I  appeal  to 
every  military  gentleman  who  hears  me,  if  this 
is  not  the  obvious  import  and  meaning  of  the 
orders  to  Qeneral  Jackson.    In  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  honorable  gentlemen  have  adverted 
to  the  orders  given  hj  Gceneral  Washington  to 
General  Sullivan^  on  his  Indian  campaign  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  orders  given 
by  President  Washington  to  General  Wayne,  on 
his  expedition  against  the  Northwestern  Indians: 
and  what  do  we  find  in  these  orders  ?    They  are 
in  the  usual  military  style,  made  use  of  on  such 
occasions.    Not  one  word  about  retaliation— no 
iDstrnotion  for  military  execution  ;  and  yet,  gen- 
tlemen will  not  pretend  that  upon  those  occasions 
there  existed  less  cause  for  retaliation  than  there 
did  in  the  late  Seminole  war«    In  the  war  upon 
the  Susquehanna,  whole  districts  were  laid  waste 
and  depopulated:  men,  women,  and  children, 
indiscriminately,  fell  under  the  savage  tomahawk. 
Every  vestige  of  human  improvement  was  de- 
stroyed ;  yet,  not  one  word  is  to  be  found  in  the 
orders  of  General  Washington  about  retaliation. 
It  is  true   that  General  Sullivan  had  orders,  if 
practicable,  to  take  the  famous  Botler  and  Brandt. 
If  they  bad  been  intended  as  objects  of  retalia- 
tion, orders  wonld  have  been  given  to  execute 
them  on  the  spot.    This  was  not  intended— nor 
were  the  savage  cruelties  less  extensive  on  the 
Northwestern  frontier  than  those  wantonly  com- 
mitted on  the  Southern  border.    In  the  war  of 
Wayne,  the  ferocious  savages  hesitated  not  to 
violate  the  sanctity  of  a  flag,  by  killing  my  friend, 
the  gallant  Major  Trueman,  and  his  escort ;  and, 
yet,  sir,  we  bear  of  no  orders  by  President  Wash- 
ington, or  General  Wayne,  for  retaliation  in  mil- 
itary execution,  even  for  that  monstrous  outrage. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  Military  Committee  did 
not  conceive  that  the  special  authority  under 
which  they  acted  extended  their  jurisdiction  to 
the  important  operations  in  Florida.    They  be- 
lieved that  that  part  of  the  subject  more  properly 
heloaaed  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations; 
the  Military  Committee  confined  their  inquiry 
to  the  object  to  which  their  attention  had  been 
particniarly  pointed  by  the  order  of  the  House. 
But  an  h  onoroble  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 


Cobb)  having  introduced  several  resolutions 
ameadatory  of  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  Gkoerai  Jackson  m 
Florida,  these  resolutions  have  formed  a  fart  of 
the  subject  of  discussion.  The  documents  laid 
on  the  table  of  every  gentleman,  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  refer  to  dates.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  orders  first  given  to  General  Gaines,  and 
those  orders  afterwards  applied  to  General  Jack- 
son, prohibited  his  entrance  into  Florida.  After- 
wards, indeed,  when  the  war  had  assumed  a  more 
hostile  and  savage  aspect,  the  General  had  per- 
mission to  enter  Florida,  if  it  became  necessaryi 
in  his  judgment,  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  and 
chastising  the  Indians.  The  orders  enjoined  it 
as  a  duty  on  the  General,  that  if  the  Indians 
should  take  shelter  under  toe  guns  of  a  Spanish 
fortress,  he  was  to  wait  and  report  the  fact  to  the 
President.  If  these  orders  prohibited  General 
Jackson  from  attacking  the  Indians,  under  the 
guns  of  a  Spanish  fortress,  how  mucn  more  for- 
cibly did  they  apply,  that  he  should  not  attack 
the  fortress  itself)  Sir^  the  President  was  not 
content  with  barely  giving  orders  that  the  Span- 
ish fortress  should  not  be  attacked,  but  he  went 
on  further,  and  assigned  the  reason  for  these 
orders,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  should 
have  been  conclusive  with  General  Jackson,  if 
the  orders  themselves  were  not}  although  this 
order,  in  which  the  princioai  reason  is  assignedi 
is  of  an  earlier  date  than  tne  order  in  which  pei^ 
mission  is  given  to  enter  Florida,  yet  the  cause 
that  induced  the  prohibition  still  existed  in  full 
force.  Let  us  see  what  the  reasons  are :  '*  The 
'  state  of  our  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  the 
<  temper  manifested  by  the  principal  European 
'  Powers,  make  it  impolitic,  in  the  opinion  of 

*  the  President,  to  move  a  force,  at  this  time,  into 
'  the  Spanish  possessions,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 

*  chastising  the  Semiooles  for  the  depredations 

*  committed  by  them."  Here^  then,  we  have  the 
order,  and  the  reasons  for  that  order.  The  Pres* 
ideot^  aware  of  the  <*  temper  manifested  by  the 
principal  European  Powers,"  was  unwilling  to 
afford  to  them  even  what  they  might  have  deem- 
ed cause  of  complaint ;  and  in  my  opinion  he 
thought  correctly  and  acted  wisely.  For,  what- 
ever an  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Holmes)  may  think  of '^poor,  humble,  and 
niiserably  degraded  Spain,"  yet,  my  word  for  it, 
sir,  *'  the  principal  European  Powers"  will  not 
stand  by  and  see  you  trample  her  under  your  feet. 
"  Poor,  miserably  degradea  Spain"  is  yet  one  of 
the  ffreat  family  of  European  States ;  nor  do  I 
think  it  prudent  to  presume  too  far  on  the  pover* 
ty  or  humiliated  condition  of  any  nation.  Na- 
uons,  too,  have  their  pride,  and  are,  indeed,  sel- 
dom completely  overthrown  until  that  pride 
becomes  extinguished.  No  doubt,  sir,  in  the 
gloomy  periods  of  our  Revolution,  that  Great 
Britain  thought,  and  spoke,  too,  of  the  United 
States  as  ^^poor  and  degraded"  America;  yet, 
'^  poor  and  degraded"  as  she  thought  us,  we  beat 
and  compelled  her  to  give  up  the  contest. 

It  has  been  said,  if  vou  pass  the  resolution,  you 
throw  a  censure  on  the  President.    I  regret  that 
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the  President  has  been  so  frequently  brought  into 
riew  duriDg^  the  discussion.  I  have  not  been  aUe 
to  perceire  any  use  in  it;  hot,  as  intimations 
4ieem  to  have  been  made  that  those  who  support 
the  resolutions  are  unfriendly  to  the  Administra- 
tion, I  will  barely  state  in  my  place  that  I  can 
i^l  no  possible  hostility  to  the  Administration 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  I  know  that 
when  he  came  into  power,  he  found  much  to  do, 
and  he  has  done  much  good.  It  is  seen  and  felt 
all  around  us;  it  is  seen  and  felt  in  the  unirersal 
peace  and  tranquillity  that  so  happily  pervades 
every  part  of  our  country.  The  House,  sir,  I 
consider  in  the  exercise  of  a  Constitutional  pre- 
rogative ;  the  resolutions  amount  to  an  expression 
of  this  right-*of  its  sense  in  relation  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  military  commander.  But  it  is  said 
that  the  President  has  approved  the  conduct  of 
General  Jackson,  and  that  therefore  this  House 
has  no  tiftht  to  in<iuire;  and  vet  (he  House  itself 
directed  Sie  inquiry,  b^  a  reference  to  the  very 
question  now  the  sul^ect  of  discussion.  It  is 
true,  sir,  that  the  President  refused,  at  the  instance 
of  tne  Spanish  Qovernment,  to  punish  General 
Jackson  for  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  posts,  and 
yet  the  President  ordered  the  posts  of  Pensacoia 
and  the  Barancas  to  be  given  up  to  Spain.  I  do 
not  conclude  that  because  the  Frestdent  refused 
to  punish  General  Jackson,  that  therefore  he  ap- 
nroved  his  conduct^  in  direct  violation  of  his  or- 
ders. I  suppose,  sir,  that  the  President  refused 
for  a  very  different  resson.  Spain  had  commit- 
ted many  sins  aninst  this  country  that  are  ret 
unadjusted;  the  President  did  not,  therefore^  think 
proper  to  punish,  though  he  disapproved  his  con- 
dttct;  manifested  bv  giving  up  the  posts.  In  the 
case  of  the  Leopard  and  Chesspeake,  white  the 
BHiish  Government  disavowed  the  act,  they  re- 
vised to  punish  the  officer ;  and  so,  I  think,  in 
anotiier  instance,  nerhaps  at  Rhode  Island,  where 
the  commander  of  a  British  ship-of*-war  had  been 
guilty  of  some  improper  conduct,  his  Govern- 
men tl  disavowing  the  act,  refused  to  punish  the 
offenoing  officer. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  during  this  dis- 
cussion, that  General  Jackson  was  compelled, 
from  considerations  of  neeessity,  of  "»elf  preser- 
viition,"  to  take  poesessioa  of  Pensacoia  and  the 
Barancas.  Has  the  necessity  yet  been  shown  1 
Is  it  to  be  sought  for  in  the  extension  and  im- 

I»rovement  of  the  fortifications  ?  Or,  in  the  estab- 
ishment  of  a  civil  g:ovemment,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  of  tne  revenue  ? 

Gentlemen  have  said  ff  the  Honse  pass  the 
resolutions  it  will  be  disgraoing  General  Jackson. 
I  do  not  think  so,  I  admit,  and  no  one  admires 
more,  the  distinguished  wUitary  services  of  the 
General  during  the  late  war ;  but  these  services 
ahould  not  prevent  this  House  from  inquiring  into 
tha  ti^nsactions  now  the  subject  of  consideration. 
I  have  nothin^^  to  do  with  the  General's  motives 
in  the  disetisvion  of  these  transactions.  It  has 
been  said  that  he  is  not  ambitious ;  that  he  has 
no  wish  to  overturn  the  Government  of  this  coun* 
try.  I  attribute  to  him  no  such  motives,  no  such 
views.    If  he  possessed  the  will,  I  know  he  has 


not  the  power.    There  are  two  ways  bf  vbth 
Government  may  ke  overthrown ;  oae  by  in 
much  tone,  the  other  by  too  much  debiiitfHoi 
much  defk^ioh.    We  are  nrfd,  however,  thit  tk 
country  has  nothing  to  fear  from  ow  sMJitar 
comtnaodefs.    This,  sir,  is  the  laamie  tkai  \k 
been  repeated  in  all  countries.    li,  wien  Ce« 
was  carrying  on  his  wars  against  Britun,  lie 
question  had  l>een  asked  at  Rome  wkether  Gear 
would  overturn  the  liberties  of  his  wmtjM 
answer  would  have  been,  fwtth  theoeepdofttf 
Cato,)  No ;  Cooar  is  the  friend  of  \m  eonrr^l 
Had  it  been  asked  of  an  Buiishma  viei&er 
Cromwell  would  turn  the  Arlitnort  ovt  of 
doors,  and  tramjAe  under  foot  the  iiMatf  kii 
country,  the  answer,  no  doubt,  woaUkaTebea, 
Cr  om  weH  is  the  friend  oflibenrty !  BmA  i  Frr^- 
man  been  asked  whether  the  jam^whonoviiii 
upon  the  rock  of  St.  Helena,  woold  tan  tke 
French  Deputies  out  of  doors  at  the  poistof  i^ 
bayonet,  the  answer  would  have  bceo,  No;  Bih 
naparte  is  the  friend  of  liberty  1    Bot  why  go 
abroad  for  examples?    Does  our  own  historf, 
short  as  it  is,  furnish  no  matertab  ?    Hare  ve  u- 
ready  forgotten  the  gtoomr  period  at  the  elotetf 
our  own  Revolution  ?    Have  we  forpMiM  ik 
famous  Newburgh  letters?    Have  we  ferg«»tt 
that,  with  all  the  influence  and  weight  of  etoK* 
ter  of  General  Washington,  it  was  with  ialue 
difficulty  that  he  could  {)revent  a  dreadful  ei|ii»- 
ston  in  the  army  under  his  immediate  eoooni' 
Hare  we  forgotten,  sir,  cbat  about  eigbif  d^ 
able  recruits,  **  who  had  seen  no  service,"  wKt 
ed  from  Lancaster,  through  the  most  pspil^v 
pert  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  city  ^  PhiMfWi 
where,  joined  by  some  others,  about  three  Doi- 
dred  in  all,  they  marched  with  fixed  bayoseb  ij 
and  surrounded  the  Hall  of  Congresfl)  UMi » 
Bxeeutive  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  after  plMOC 
sentinels  at  the  doors,  a  written  mesrtge  vism^ 
in,  threatening  to  let  loose  an  eaiagra  sfMifT 
upon  them,  if  their  deoaands  were  not  gntmed  u 
twenty  minutes?    I  refer  honorable  gvi^keei 
to  MaT9liaW$}l^  of  WiMtngm,  vol.4,  y^ 
And  thus,  sir,  was  the  sovereign  aiKhoritf  ^^ 
nation  insulted  and  trodden  under  foot,  tMin 
members  of  the  Gtovemment  threatened  wi»>^ 
itary  execution  by  a  handful  of  reeraiii--<^|^ 
dien  of  a  day— headed  by  two  ensif  SS)  [^ 
hardly  yet  learned  how  to  wear  their  ep||^ 
And  yet,  sir,  with  this  important  pieceof  "*2 
staring  you  in  the  face,  you  fold  yeurtf*^.'^ 
content  yourself  with  the  notion  thaitkff<"^^ 
danger  to  be  apprehended  fVom  the  am^'T  ^ 
our  country.    It  wift  be  in  the  recodeeuoB « 
honorable  gentlemen  that  it  was  jnet  ^^Z. 
transaction  of  which  I  have  been  speebBg'."^ 
General  Washington  had,  by  his  infloeDee.  t^^f 
pily  quieted  and  tmnquittised  the  vd<*^,j 
his  main  army.    Suppose,  sir,  that  the  Otf^/^ 
had  been  capable  of  participating  ia  the  fi^^^ 
recently  manifested  by  the  army ;  had  P"^^ 
it,  and  had  been  seconded  by  theprinei}al«7y 
had  marched  the  army  to  Philadelpbu,  •d'Jt 
there  been  met  by  the  veterans  from  ^f^ 
sore  with  what  they,  at  the  time,  beliere^  ^^ 
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•  injastietf  of  their  eoantry — tfie  resoitre^s  of 
i  nation  eihamsted  and  prostratt  by  th«  efieiets 
t  long  aod  cahimitous  war.  Are  foa,  sir,  pre- 
red  to  say,  with  certainty,  what  would  hare 
m  the  resalt,  seeing  that  a  handful  of  the  '*  sol- 
Ts  of  a  day**  had  aleady  prostrated^  the  Gov- 
imeDt,  and  that  Governor  Reed,  with  all  his 
pularity,  coold  not  call  out  a  force  sufficient  to 
perse  these  insurgents,  and  protect  the  Govern- 
tnt.  Upon  General  Waehington  reeetving  io^ 
mation  of  these  outragee,  he  ordered  a  detach- 
int  of  fifteen  huadrfid  men  to  nMfch  aigainst 
r  mutineers  under  Gtaitfal  Howe.  Before  they 
cbed  Philadelphia  o<rder  was  restored,  it  is  b€^* 
red,  by  Govenior  Reed  making  sobm  stipula* 
Ds  with  th«f  rioccvs.  But  Congress  oraefed 
neral  Howe  to  continmr  his  march  to  PenU'^ 
irania,  with  a  fiew  to  ponish  these  disorderly 
iiers. 

In  honorable  gentleman  from  Yirgioia,  TMr. 
Nelson,)  has  asked  whether  General  Jackson 
a  modern  Cssar  ?  That^  sir,  is  not  now  the 
istioD.  nor  hare  I  imputed  it  to  him.  The  same 
lorabie  gentleman  has  asked, ''  Where  was  the 
giiance  of  these  Constitutionalists  in  1814,  at 
e  period  of  the  victory  of  NewOrleans,  when 
e  members  of  this  House  were  appalled— 
hen  all  hearts  Were  appaUedV^  Sir,  I  had 
,  at  that  period,  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
use.  r  trust  the  hearts  of  honorable  members 
e  not  "appalled;^'  nay.  sir,  I  would  rather 
eve  that  tne  better  feeliags  of  the  honorable 
tieBiaa  himself  haiFe  carried  him  a  little  too 
on  ttie  present  oeeasion  than  Co  believe  that 
heart  nas  ^  ap^Ued^"  1  do  know,  itr,  tJwt* 
re  were  hearts  in  this  oation  thair  were  not 
ailed. 

^e  word,  sir,  in  explanation  of  an  observation 
;ch  fell  from  my  honorable  friend  from  New 
k,  (Mr.  Tallmadge,)  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
on  at  Stony  Point.    The  traditionary  account 

led  that  honorable  gentleman  into  an  error 
ectiog  one  part  of  the  transaction.  It  was 
Lieutenanu  Gibbons  and  Knox  that  marched 
le  h«ad  of  thn  two  coIiubbs^    This  command 

decided  by  lot  among  the  subailafft  officers. 
u  in  the  supporting  column  of  Colonel  Bat* 
ivith  whom  and  Flenry  I  had  been  that  uocn* 
reccynooitenng  the  woeks  of  tiio  enemy.  Con* 

with  having  perfoMed  my  doty,  i  ifvM: 

for  a  moment,  wear  the  laurel  earned  bv 
her.  The  traditionary  mistake  is  natvrai 
igh,  and  mny  be  aecounted  for  from  the  cir* 
istance  that  I  was  constantly  on  duty  on  the 
s  in  that  neighborhood,  until  nearly  to  the  close 
he  campaign,  and  known  to  every  one  about 
neighborhood. 

[a viog  occupied  much  more  of  yourtime  than 
tended  when  I  rose,  permit  me,  sir,  to  ratam 
on  aod  this  honorable  Committee  my  thaidu 
rout  indulgence. 

^hen  ttf.  RasD  had  concladed,  the  Comniit-i 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  kaf  e  to  sit 
B  ;  and  the  Hoose  adjourned  till  to-morrow 

lio^- 


OATtTRDAT,  PebfoaTy  6. 

Mr.  Spbncer  presented  a  petition  of  John  Sits* 
bee,  praviog  fur  an  increase  of  his  pension,  and 
that  sucn  increase  may  commence  from  the  date 
of  the  original  pension. 

Mr.  Ogobn  presented  a  petition  of  Abraham 
Commissary,  an  Onondago  Indian,  son  and  only 
child  of  an  Onondago  warrior,  who  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Chippewa,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  while  fighting  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that  he  has  embraced  tha 
Christian  religion^  and  is  desirous  of  qualifying 
himself  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel;  and,  as  ha 
has  no  means  of  support^  he  prays  that  provision 
may  be  made  for  his  maintenance  and  education 
for  five  years. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BLOOMPiaLD,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev^ 
oltttionary  Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  peti« 
tions  of  Sarah  Sheppard,  Phoebe  Champe^  and 
Lois  Haskell,  widows  of  deceased  officers  of  tin 
Revolutionary  army;  which  was  read,  aad  tha 
resolution  therein  contained  was  eoaearred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Eetoludf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  j^rant  pen* 
sions  to  widows  of  deceased  Revolutionary  offi- 
cers, who  ware  not  killed  in  battle. 

A  massage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hcrasa- 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled^ An. 
act  to  incorporate  the  Provident  Association  or 
Clerks,  in  the  Civil  Department  of  the  Govani-^ 
ment  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," with  amendments.  They  have  also 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  '*An 
act  to  provide  relief  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men," and  "An  act  authorising  a  subscrtption  fbr 
thackveath  aad  twelfth  vohiiaas  of  SiataPa^ 
pers^"  iawbichaoiflBdaveMsand  bilhi  theyaA 
tfaecoaonnreooe  of  this  Htmse. 

The  amendlaeats  proposed  by  the  Senate  ta- 
tha  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  Prov- 
ident Association  of  Clerks,  in  the  Civil  DepaT^ 
ment  of  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States,  in 
the  Dfstrict  of  Columbia."  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  tor  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill  from' the  Senate^  entitled  <<An  aet  to 
provide  relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen^"  wan 
read*  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
If  aval  Afiairs. 

The  bill  fronv  the  Senate  entitled  *'Ad  act  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  for  the  eleventh  and 
tfirelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers/'  was  read 
twice,  aikd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  apapint  an  additional 

;  agent  for  payingjMnsinaera  of  the  United  States.. 

:  in  the  Stata  of  Tennessee*"  was  read  the  thiid 

lime,  aad  passed. 

Mir.  RoaaaT  Momb  ofiered  for  caaeideraaoa 

tha  Mlawiag  Dtsdation : 

itmhed^  Thkt  the  Gommitfee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  liMttneled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mnthot'* 
ising  the  Secretary  of  tfcs  TMarary  to  subscribe  — — • 
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•harw  in  the  ttock  of  the  road  Itid  out  fiom  Phtebaif , 
IB  tiie  eoantT  of  Allegbiny,  to  Watorlbrd,  in  the  county 
of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  PennajlTUila. 

In  offering  this  resolation,  Mr.  Moorb  said,  that 
the  Legislature  of  PeonsylvaDia  bad  incorporated 
eompanies  to  construct  an  artificial  or  turnpike 
road  from  Pitubnrg  to  Waterford.  That  if  gen- 
tlemen would  refer  to  the  map  of  the  country, 
they  would  at  once  see  the  necessity,  in  a  na- 
tional poiot  of  triew,  of  connecting  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  and  Lake  firie  by  a  turnpike  road,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States  and  the  public  gen- 
erally. That  if  they  would  recur  to  the  erents 
'  of  the  late  war,  a  doubt  could  not  exist  as  to  its 
utility,  and  almost  absolute  necessity ;  Erie  being 
a  naval  station,  and  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle 
being  one  of  the  safest  on  the  lake,  and  most  ad- 
Tantageously  situated  for  military  and  nayal  par- 
poses.  The  Secretary  of  Wan  in  his  report  re- 
cently made^  had  reported  in  fatror  of  the  water 
communication  betweeu  Pittsburg  and  Erie,  in 
which,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  coueurred ;  but  it  would 
be  recollected  that  the  navigation  of  the  Alle- 
f^hany  river  and  French  creek  was  impeded  by 
ice  during  the  Winter  months ;  and  frequently,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  Summer  and  Fall,  the  water 
was  too  low  for  navigation,  and  hence  the  ob- 
vious necessity  of  eonnectiiur  the  two  important 
points  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  oy  a  good  road.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  toe  resolution  would  be  adopted, 
and  the  object  proposed  meet  the  approbation  of 
Congress. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LETTEB  FROM  GOVERNOR  BIBB* 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Paesidbxt  or  tbb  Um itbd  States  : 

7b  ih€  EouBt  of  RtpreimUaHvu  of  ike  UnUed  Stata.- 
I  transmit  to  Ck»gre«i  a  oopy  of  a  letter  fiom  Qov- 
emor  Bibb  to  Mtjor  Qenertl  Jackson,  conneoted  with 
the  late  militaiy  operations  in  Florida.  This  letter 
had  been  mislaid,  or  it  would  have  been  communi- 
cated with  the  other  documents  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
FsaauAaT  6, 1819. 

FoET  CaAWVOEDy  JKiy  9, 1818. 

Dmam  Sib  :  Proceeding  to  Georgia  lor  the  purpose 
of  faiinging  my  ftjuily  to  thie  territory,  and  desuous  to 
jurovide  for  the  safoty  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  fron- 
tiers during  my  absence,  I  hsTc  lought  an  interview 
with  the  officer  in  command  at  this  place.  At  Camp 
Hontgomeiy,  I  learned  that  you  womd  probably  reach 
this  place  in  a  few  days,  and  indulged  the  hope  of 
seeing  you.  An  interriew  with  you  would  haTe  been 
to  me  a  source  of  much  pleasure,  and  I  regret  that 
my  arrangements  will  not  permit  me  to  await  your 
airrral. 

The  Indians  commenced  their  murderous  incursions 
«n  the  frontier  settlements  in  January  last,  when  two 
men  were  killed  in  this  neighborhood.  No  events  oc- 
curred afterwards  to  excite  apprehension  nntil  the  14th 
of  Much,  when  a  house  on  the  Federal  road,  near  the 
Poplar  Spring,  was  attacked,  and  ei|^t  penoM  killed. 
This  intelligence  reached  me  at  Claiborne,  from  whence 
a  detachment  of  mounted  riflemen  was  immediate^ 
ordered  to  the  place  for  one  month's  service.    A  few 


daya  afterwards,  five  bmb,  while  tnwbii  ftini 
were  fired  at,  and  three  killed,  froaiwboafifiMkii 
dred  or  two  thousand  dollars  were  takes.  Thepafi^ 
for  the  most  part,  were  flying  for  uittj  in  my& 
rection,  and  all  communication,  hj  mail  or  otberai, 
with  Georgia,  wholly  suspended.  Tha  ladiiu  m  i 
known  to  be  still  in  that  quaztsr.  Is  thii  lUt  tf ! 
things^  three  pests  were  eetabliahed  by  ay  oido,S  i 
which  there  are,  in  the  whole,  about  as  hoBditdi^ 
who  have  instructions  to  scour  the  woodi  bm  k^% 
day.  A  fortnight  since,  they  feand  a  cnp^bote 
their  approach  the  enemy  fled  to  •  eoatigmifvuik 
fiom  which  they  fired  vA  killed  eoa  ana,  1V(h» 
mending  officer  ini>nns  mm  that  he  tUablhiDaale 
of  Indians  ia  the  neighborhood  eouiMb.  I  Mi 
have  mentioned  that,  in  April,  a  hoanvttn  ttm 
or  twenty  milee  of  Claibome  was  sttBekia,iitai- 
band  killed,  and  wifo  and  two  dssf  htas  lonhL 
Thirty  dolUra»  a  quantity  of  beeoa,  and  eioj  iitidi 
which  could  be  conveyed  away,  woe  lika  mi » 
ried  to  Pensacola,  where  I  believe  tbe  wmiamwi^ 
still  be  found. 

I  yesterday  learned  that  one  Indian  wn  liHni 
another  wounded,  near  the  Poplar  Spang 

This  detail  of  evente,  however,  waa  pntaUj  na- 
cessary,  as  you  will  receive  from  Major  Tooap  (^ 
intelligence  upon  the  enbject.    My  prindpil  objitfs 
to  sUte  that,  m  mv  effiyrta  to  protect  tbe  peo^  9« 
whom  I  prende,  the  territorial  tresioiy,  beiiif  ^ 
tute  of  frmds,  hss  sfibrded  me  no  mi^lki  viv^ 
nor  has  it  been  in  the  power  of  the  coBmudiifa- 
cer  here  to  render  the  aid  which  be  hai  aM 
manilested  the  best  disposition  to  aflbri.  I  »^ 
sirons  that  the  troope  ahonld  be  coosidcnd  u  a^ 
service  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  tbe  leensti* 
justed  when  their  tern  of  serriee  ezpim.  Ou» 
pany  rendeivooeed  at  Poplar 8priBg,fi>r  thmsflia 
sexrice, on  the  10th  of  April,  end  a  detachs<«i 
twenty-five  at  Sepulga,  lately,  for  die  nm  tto  ^^ 
eervice.    The  ezpenditoreo  mcoired  bare  bea  v» 
sarily  conriderable,  and  altogether  bejond  djbss 
of  paying.    You  wiU  readily  percrive  bow  onpi^ 
has  been  my  situation,  withont  the  meaBi  otdm 
the  protection  neceosarr  to  keep  tbe  inhabibBtf  *^ 
their  homes.    The  regular  foice  m  tbii  9P^T^ 
been  insnfiicient  for  the  defonce  of  tbe  coentir;  ^ 
militia  I  have  not  had  time  to  orgsnoe ;  and,^*'^ 
not  a  dollar  in  the  treaenry.    My  viewa  of  tlw  »<^ 
rity  of  fofwaiding  men  and  monef  to  tbb  «^ 
the  country,  have  been  repeatedly  itated  to  <^ 
Trimble,  bnt  I  epprshend  it  hss  not  ben  la  h<|r^ 
to  meet  them.    Haring  endeavored  ia  m«w  "7 

limited  resourees,  to  arrsst  the  eneny,  ^^^ 
oeesive  murdera^  and  being  satisfied  tbit  »^T^ 
refuge  in  Florida,  I  determined  to  ni»  >  T*^ 
force,  and  order  them  to  attsd^  tbe  h/nt  uw 
without  regard  to  our  boundary.  A  fA^  ^ 
is  now  under  the  command  of  Majoi ^^^T 
Captam  8tnU  ie  in  possesuon  of  mj  «^'  °Z 
been  fiimishedwith  funds,  the  enemy  would  I»««^ 
driven  from  that  retreat  long  before  tba  tme J^ 
snaded  as  I  am  that  it  is  the  only  efleetoal  DctfiN 
affi>rdmg  security  to  this  territory.  ^ 

I  have  this  moment  received  intellig«»* J; 
leavee  no  doubt  of  your  appniadi  to  Cbv  ^I^'m 
I  ehall  now  leave  the  terntoiy  pcriMtf  ^^ 
the  people  will  not  anfler  by  my  sbseaee.  Mr.^ 

Hitchcock  is  appmnted  tenitodsl  >c«^'TLa 
act  as  Governor  after  I  est  out  ftsB  r«"  •'"^ 
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which  will  be  the  36th  or  27th  of  the  month.  I  may, 
howoTery  be  detained  a  few  daya  longer  in  arranging 
with  the  Big  Warrior  the  reception  of  a  par^  of  In- 
dians who  haTe  aned  for  PJB*c0>  i^nd  deliTered  them- 
■elTea  to  Major  Tounga.  This  they  did  ao  aoon  aa  the 
Major  oonvinced  them,  by  a  well  tuned  and  well  exe- 
cated  expedition,  that  they  would  no  longer  be  per- 
mitted to  mnrder  our  cttiienf ,  and  find  Tefiige  in  the 
Spaniah  territory. 

There  are  at  thia  place  forty  Tolnnteeia,  and  the 
same  number  of  militia  at  Camp  Montgomery.  Should 
yon  need  any  additional  aid  from  the  territory,  it  wonld 
be  uromptly  ftimiahed,  abonld  you  notify  me  at  Fort 
Jacsaon  belbre  my  departure. 

I  endoee  to  yon  a  letter  I  haTO  reeeiTod  from  the 
eommanding  officer  of  the  militia  near  the  Poplar 
Spring,  which  will  preaent  to  you  the  state  of  thmga 
in  that  quarter.  Ezeuae  thia  haaty  aerawl,  and  accept 
the  aaanrancea  of  my  regard  and  esteem. 

WM.  W.  BIBB. 

Maj.  Gen.  Airnnxw  Jacksox. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  HoQse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Babsbtt  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  report  of  the  Military  Committee, 
on  the  subject  or  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  in  a  speech  of  two 
hoars,  concluded  bis  observations  in  favor  of  the 
report,  as  given  entire  in  preceding  nages. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the 
Chair  aa  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  reluctance  that,  in 
this  stage  of  the  debate,  I  rise  to  address  you, 
after  the  talents  and  the  patience  of  the  Commit- 
tee hare  both  been  almost  ezhaasted  upon  this 
subject.    But,  sir,  apologies  may  be  necessary  for 
me,  but  they  must  be  useless  to  you.    I  shall^ 
therefore,  proceed  immediately  to  the  eonsidera' 
tion  of  the  subject  before  us.    And  I  too  can 
with  gentlemen  saf ,  that  I  have  no  private  ob- 
jects to  attain^  and  no  passions  to  gratify,  by  the 
decision  of  this  question.    The  Constitution  and 
laws  of  my  country  only  do  I  wish  to  preserve. 
It  is  not  my  intention,  at  this  stage  of  the  debate, 
to  inquire   into  the  origin  of  this  war;  but  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  on  the  2d  da^  of 
December,    1817,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in   his  Message  to  Congress,  declared  to 
Us  that  ''with  the  Barbary  States  and  the  Indian 
tribes  oar  pacific  relations  had  been  preserved." 
And  on  the  25th  of  AugusL  1817,  General  Gaines 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  cer- 
tain complaints  against  the  Indians  for  killing 
cattle,  stealing,  &c. ;  but  says  he  has  not  heard 
of  anything  lile  an  assemblage  of  force  among 
the  Indians.    And  yet  the  murders  of  which, 
>ipon  this  occasion,  we  have  beard  so  much,  par- 
ticularly that  of  Mrs.  Garret  and  her  children, 
happened  before  this  time — Mrs.  G.'s  on  the  24th 
of  February,  1817— and,  as  the  Indians  claimed, 
in  retaliation  for  their  murdered  friends.    They 
appear  at  least  to  have  arisen  from  private,  not 
national  quarrels.    But,  on  the  2l8t  of  Novem- 
ber, General  Gaines  sent  an  officer,  with  two 
bnndred  and  fifty  men,  to  Fowltown,(tne  residence 
of  a  part  of  a  nation  who,  in  the  last  Indian  war, 


had  been  neutral,)  "  to  bring  the  chief  and  war- 
riors to  him;"  and,  "in  case  of  resistance,  to 
treat  them  aa  enemies."  This  party,  as  was 
probably  eipected,  was  fired  upon  by  the  Indians. 
The  Indiana  were  put  to  flight  j  five  warriors, 
with  one  woman,  said  to  be  not  distinguished 
from  the  warriors,  killed,  several  wounded,  and 
the  remainder  driven  into  a  swamp.  Nine  dajrs 
after  this  act  of  war,  Lieutenant  Scott  and  his 
party,  ascending  Appalachicoia  riyer,  were  all 
cut  off  by  the  savages.  General  Jackson  was 
soon  afker  called  to  the  command,  and  ordered  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war  thus  begun.  His  conduct, 
while  in  this  command,  is  now  before  us ;  we 
are  called  to  judge  respecting  it.  But  we  are 
told  that  we  have  no  right  to  judge,  or  even  make 
an  inquiry  on  the  subject.  That  tne  right  of  de* 
daring  war,  including  the  right  of  judging  of  its 
causes,  is  the  peculiar  province  of  Congress,  can 
scarcely  be  doubted.  On  this  subject  we  have 
an  .  authority  which  will  be  respected  in  this 
House — that  of  the  late  President ;  andjas  I  may 
have  occasion  to  advert  to  it  again^  I  will  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  while  it  is  read : 

'*  Every  just  view  that  ean  be  taken  of  this  subject 
admonidies  the  pnblie  of  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  ad* 
herence  to  the  simple,  the  received,  and  the  itanda- 
mental  doctrine  of  the  Constitution ;  that  the  power 
to  dedare  war,  indnding  the  power  of  judging  of  the 
causes  of  war,  is  fnlly  and  exclusively  vested  in  the 
Legislature ;  that  the  Executive  has  no  right,  in  any 
case,  to  decide  the  queation  whether  there  is  or  is  not 
cause  ibr  declaring  war ;  that  the  right  of  convening 
and  informing  Congress  whenever  such  a  question 
seems  to  call  for  a  decision,  is  all  the  right  which  the 
Constitution  has  deemed  requisite  or  proper ;  and  for 
snchi  more  than  ^any  other  contingency,  this  right 
was  specially  given  to  the  Executive. 

**  In  no  part  of  the  Constitution  is  more  wisdom  to 
be  found  than  in  the  clause  which  confides  the  ques- 
tion of  wa^  or  peace  to  the  Legislature,  and  not  to 
the  Executive  department.  Besides  the  objections  to 
such  a  mixture  of  heterogeneous  powers,  the  trust  and 
temptations  wonld  be  too  great  for  any  one  man — not 
such  as  nature  may  ofler  as  the  prodigy  of  many  cen- 
turies, but  such  as  may  be  expected  in  the  orainary 
successions  of  magistracy.  War  is,  in  foot,  the  true 
nurse  of  Executive  aggrandisement.  In  war  a  physi* 
ad  force  iMt6he  created,  and  it  is  the  Executive  will 
whk^  is  to  direct  it ;  in  war  the  public  treasures  are 
to  be  unlocked,  and  it  is  the  Executive  hand  which  is 
to  dispense  them  9  in  war  the  honors  and  emoluments 
of  office  are  to  be  multiplied,  and  it  is  the  Executive 
patronage  under  which  thej  are  to  be  enjc^ed ;  it  is 
m  war,  finally,  that  laurels  are  to  be  gathered,  and  it 
is  Uie  Executive  brow  they  are  to  encircle.  The 
strongest  passions  and  the  most  dangerous  weaknesses 
of  the .  human  breast,  ambition,  avarice,  vanity,  the 
honorable  or  venal  love  of  fiime,  are  all  in  conspiracy 
against  the  desire  and  duty  of  peace.  Hence  it  has 
grown  into  an  axiom,  that  the  Executive  is  the  de- 
partment of  power  most  distinguished  by  its  propen- 
sity to  war ;  hence  it  is  the  practice  of  all  States  in 
proportion  as  they  are  free,  to  disarm  this  propensity 
of  its  influence. 

**  As  the  best  praise  that  can  be  pronounced  on  an 
Executive  Magirtrato  is,  that  he  is  the  fiiend  of  per 
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m  pnii6  thftt  risei  iniftiTdfie  as  there  may  be  aknown 
empwdtf  to  thine  in  war,  ao  it  mnak  be  one  of  the  fint 
duties  of  a  people  to  mark  the  fint  omen  in  the  eo- 
oiety,  of  piinciplea,  that  may  etimnlate  the  hopea  of 
ottier  magiatratea  of  another  propenatty,  to  intnide 
into  qneatioaa  on  which  ita  fratifiealkm  dependa.  If 
afteepeoplebe  a  wiie  people,  thej  will  not  IbivBt  thai 
the  danger  of  ampriae  can  never  be  ao  great  aa  whan 
thi  adfoeatea  fer  the  uterogatiTo  of  war  can  aheethe  it 
in  a  ejmbol  of  peaoe.^' — hkUn  mf  BekfuKuSt  by  Mr, 
MadUfn^^new  edUion  of  FedM&al— 636,  627. 

If,  then,  aeeording  to  the  Constitution,  Con- 
gress onl^  has  the  power  to  declare  war,  and 
jadge  of  Its  causes,  they  must  necessarily  haTe 
the  power  to  secure  themselves  in  the  enjoyment 
of  this  their  exclusive  right.  At  least  they  must 
have  the  privilege  of  declaring  that  others  have 
osurped  the  powers,  and  thus  preserve  the  ad- 
vantage of  not  having  acquiesced  in  it.  They 
surely  are  not  to  depend,  for  the  determination  of 
a  great  Constitutional  question,  upon  the  deci- 
sion of  a  court  martial,  selected  from  officers  sub- 
ordinate to  the  person  accused,  upon  a  question 
in  which  their  own  privileges  are  deeply  in- 
volvedw  Besides,  the  deeision  oi  a  court  maitiai 
rilight,  and  peffaape  oug[ht,  in  a  fraat  meaaore,  to 
dqpoMl  upon  the  motives  which  aotoated  the 
party  on  trial.  Their  decisions,  therefore,  laonld 
BOt  neeeaaafiiyi  affect  at  all  the  queetion  before 
us ;  for  here  the  question  is  not  a  quesiioB  oi  ia- 
temion^  but  the  inquiry  is,  has  the  Constitution 
been  violated?  not  what  were  the  vievrs  which 
ied  to  meh  violation. 

Bteides,  the  question  as  to  the  rieht  to  inquire 
has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  the  House. 

In  the  case  of  Greneral  St.  Clair,  alluded  to  by 
the  gentleman  who  preceded  me  (Mr.  Reed)  in 
the  case  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  1  am  informed 
the  question  was  distinctly  made,  and  decided  by 
this  House,  although  no  resolution  passed  in  con- 
sequence of  that  inquiry,  except  to  transmit  the 
testimony  to  the  President.  So  an  inquiry  was 
had  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  Capitol  dur- 
inf  the  last  war.  And  in  the  various  instances 
ofthanks  which  have  been  passed  bv  Congress, 
aad*  one  in  favor  of  Qeneral  Jackson  himself,  the 
qneirtion  muse  necessarily  have  been  decided. 

h  having  thea  been  settled  that  Congress  have 
the  riffht-  to  inqnire,  thequeation  to  be  considered 
ii^  had  your  commuidingoficer  a:  righl,  nol  only 
to  eater  theterritory  of  a  nentml-  nation,  batto  cap- 
ture the  forts  of  that  nacioo,  and  treat  their  gar* 
riaoas  as  ptiaoners-of  war,  without  the  oonaeat  of 
the  Legislature  ?  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  remark. 
that  it  has  been  our  policy,  and  I  hope  it  will 
ever  continue  to  be  the  policy  of  this  nation,  to 
remain  a  pacific  nation.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be 
for  our  interest  to  extend  the  rights  of  belligerents. 

Had,  then,  our  officers  a  ri^hi,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, to  capture  the  Spanish  fortresses  of  Sl 
A&rks,  Pensacoia, and  Barancas,  consistently  with 
the  neutral  rehttion  we  were  in  towards  Spain  1 
If  they  had,  it  must  have  been  either  on  the  ground 
of  extreme  necessity,  or  because  the  commanders 
of  those  places  had  given  aid  and  comfort  to  our 
enemies. 


As  to  the  ilrst— in  what  ones,  eonaisinit  wi4 
neutral  relations,  may  we  capture  the  fortressa 
of  a  Power  with  whom  we  are  at  pesee?  Psf. 
fendorf  cites  from  Grotiua  the  following  as  t& 
rule:  '4t  is  lawful  for  him  who  wages  a  jta 
'  war  to  possess  himself  of  a  place  acated  k  t 
'  country  that  is  at  peace  with  lufli,  if  there  k 

*  certain  fnot  only  imaginary)  danger  that  theea^ 

*  emy  will  otherwise  sarpriae  it,  and  froai  thcaa 
'  aanoy  him,  with  irreparable  mieahirf;  pcwvidei 

<  he  take  nothing  bat  what  in  wibiiimj  for  his 
'  own  aeemity,  as  the  bare  cuatody  of  the  pimct, 
'  leaving  both  the  jurisdicCiafi  aiod  lie  presis  Je 
'  the  right  owaer.*^ 

These  are  the  writers  who  nre  eanridBwd  al» 
Bsost  as  oracles  of  the  law  of  natiaBB.  k,  then, 
this  case  within  the  role  here  laid  dowat  ^Wia 
there  certain^  not  merely  imagfinarj  danger,  diae 
the  Indians  would  capture  these  K>rtresaei?  It 
is  for  the  friends  of  tnis  measare  to  show,  tku 
the  danger  was  eertatn-^for  an  n^  having  bna 
done,  not  justifiable  by  the  general  laws,  the  pixtf 
who  claims,  by  virtue  of  an  exception  fonaln 
upon  necessity,  is  bound  to  show  the  ejosteaceof 
that  necessity ;  as,  in  the  ease  of  homicide,  it 
may  be  justifiable,  or  excusable ;  bat  the  putf 
bound  must  show  that  it  is  justifiable  or  ezcoaJ^ 
In  the  case  before  us,  what  is  the  evidence  ^ 
this  ?  It  is  said  the  Grovernor  of  Pensacofai  &a> 
self  acknowledged  the  danger  as  to  St.  Ibrh, 
and  apprehended  that  it  had  aetnaly  failea  ills 
the  hands  of  the  Indians.  If  this  were  acioifif 
so,  perhaps  it  might  furnish  an  excuse  for  ok 
Government  to  justify  themselres  in  a  eoatrff- 
versy  with  the  Spanish  Government ;  bu^  is  ic 
therefore  an  excuse  for  an  officer  of  oois,  vko 
has  acted  without  orders,  and  contrary  to  t&e 
Constitution  ?  The  fact,  as  it  respects  sach  aS- 
cer,  when  examined  at  the  bar  of  his  eonatry, 
still  remains  to  be  proved,  and  the  erideace « 
the  Governor  of  Pensacoia  certainly  does  sot 

Srove  it.    The  Gk>vernor,  according  to  Gkneni 
ackson,  informed  Captain  Call  **  that  the  Indnss 

<  had  demanded  arms,  ammunition,  and  pronaoas, 
'  or  the  possession  of  the  garrison  of  ot,  Marks, 

*  and,  he  presumed,  possession  had  been  given. 
'  from  his  inability  to  maintain  iL'^f  Again,  ia 
his  letter  to  the  Governor  of  St  Marks^  It^^af^  ^^ 
Governor  of  Pensacoia  stated  ^  that  the  ladmos 

'  and  neg[roes  had  demanded  of  yon  Urge  sapplies 

*  of  munitions  of  War,  with  a  threat,  in  case  ofn- 

*  fusal,  of  taking  possession  of  your  fortres^^  The 
same  idea  is  expressed  in  a  letter  of  the  5ih  of 
May.  The  admission,  therefore,  of  the  Governor 
of  Pensacoia  was  nothing  more  than  an  axtcmpt  to 
justify  the  supplies  whichmight  be  afforded  to  the 
Indians,  on  account  of  a  supposed  inability  oa 
the  part  of  the  commander  of  St.  Ifarlo,  if  hs 
should  fbrnish  them,  or  a  presumption  that  that 
officer  would  surrender  his  fort  to  their  thieats, 
rather  than  grant  their  demand  of  soceon.  Bb^ 
for  us  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  the  ladists 

•PnHbodorf,  book  IL  chap.  VL 
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eapcoring  that  fort,  we  wmnt  to  know  tbo  Dmnber 
of  men  la  the  fort,  the  number  of  gnns,  the  state 
of  the  works,  and  the  means  of  deface ;  we  also 
want  to  know  what  number  of  men  the  Indians 
had  imbodied,  whether  thej  bad  any  artillery, 
or  any  means  of  captaring  « fortified  place.  On 
these  subjects  we  have  no  information ;  we  have, 
therefore, «  fair  right  to  presume  that  these  sav- 
ages who  wanted  to  procure  from  the  Spaniards 
armsandammnnition  to  defend  themselves  against 
our  force,  had  at  their  command  no  means  of 
capturing  Spanish  fortresses.  But,  again:  It 
appears  from  General  Jackson's  own  leUerst,  that, 
before  he  arrived  at  St.  Marks,  a  demand  had 
been  made  by  the  Indians,  of  the  Qovernor,  to 
surrender  St.  Marks,  but  that  St.  Marks  was  not 
surrendered.  "  I  found  (sajrs  Oea.  J.)  that  the 
*  Indians  and  negroes  combined  bad  demanded  a 
^  surrender  of  that  worL"*  Now,  if  the  com- 
mander had  refused  to  surrender  the  fort  upon  a 
demand  made,  and  that  demand  was  foUowe^by 
no  attack  upon  the  part  of  the  Indians,  had  not 
Qeneral  Jackson  «very  right  to  believe  that  the 
feaiaof  the  Gbvernor of  Peosacola  were  fictitious, 
that  the  Indians  were  entirely  unable  to  make 
anjr  attempt,  aQd  that  the  danger  was  only  im- 
aginary ? 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  (though  in  a 
much  stronger  degree)  to  Pensacola :  there,  how- 
ever, Qeneral  Jackson  had  no  intimation  from 
the  Governor,  that  it  could  not  be  defended  ;  on 
ihe  contrary,  Qeneral  Jackson  himself  tells  us 
that  he  wrote  to  the  Qovernor,  '*  that  if  the  force 
^  von  are  now  disposed  wantonly  to  sacrifice,  had 
'  been  ordered  against  the  Seminoles,  the  enemy's 
^  troops  had  never  entered  the  Floridas."!  If, 
'heo,  the  force  of  the  Governor  was  great  enough 
to  have  prevented  the  war  entirely,  surely  it  was 
great  enough  to  defend  his  own  fort.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  Pensacola  was  captured  after  Gene- 
ral Jackson  had  declared  the  war  at  an  end,  had 
dismissed  the  Georgia  militia,  and  asked  leave 
himself  to  retire.  So  far,  then,  from  beiog  cer- 
tain that  this  place  would  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  there  was  no  probability  of  it.  But, 
^as  it  otherwise,  could  they  have  annoyed  us 
with  irreparable  mischief?  Will  it  be  said,  that 
a  company  of  Indians  and  negroes,  uniostrueied 
in  the  use  of  artillery,  could  have  gained  lo  them- 
selves any  advantage  from  being  confined  in  the 
walls  of  St.  Marks?  Or  that  the  strength  of 
this  place  was  such,  that  they  could  have  de- 
fended it  against  our  artillery,  when  tbe  Span- 
iards could  not  defend  it  even  against  Indians? 
How  many  of  these  savages  were  there,  and 
what  force  could  we  oppose  to  them  ?  General 
Gaines  in  one  of  his  letters  speaks  of  its  being 
TtparUd  that  2,700  were  imbodied ;  but  he  says 
further,  he  does  not  believe  it.  And  in  looking 
over  the  history  of  his  campaigo.  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  Gkneral  Jackson's  army  ever  found 
niore  than  500  Indians  imbodied.  And,  to  meet 
this  force,  General  Jackson  had  under  his  com- 

*  Letter  to  the  Secretory  of  War,  8th  April, 
t  Letter  to  Governor  of  PensacolS}  35th  May« 


mand  about  900  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, about  1,000  Georgia  militia,  about  360  regu- 
lar troops,  and,  as  is  suoposed,  (for  no  estimate  is 
given*)  about  1,500  Inaian  auxiliaries,  under  the 
command  of  (General  Mcintosh.  Of  this  force, 
only  one,  it  is  believed,  was  killed  by  the  Indians, 
and  four  wounded,  and  of  the  enemy,  40  war- 
riors were  killed  and  79  captured,  besides  280 
women  and  children. 

From  these  facts  it  appears  that  the  great  diffi- 
culty on  our  part  was  to  find  tbe  enemy ;  we 
should  then  suppose  tbat  it  would  have  been  the 
wish  of  our  commander  that  their  force  should 
have  been  concentrated  in  St.  Marks.  And  when 
we  recollect  that  at  the  battle  of  the  Horse  Shoe, 
450  men  drove  from  their  entrenchmentand  killed 
more  than  1,000  Indians ;  aiMi  when  we  compare 
our  force  with  theirs,  we  cannot  believe  tbat  the 
injury  thev  would  have  done  to  us,  had  they 
captured  toe  Spanish  fort,  would  have  bean 
irreparable. 

But,  even  if  it  were  otherwise.  General  Jack- 
son '*  ought  to  have  left  the  jurisdiction  and  the 
profits  to  the  right  owner."  Instead  of  this,  he 
takes  possession,  establishes  a  temporary  goverfi- 
ment,  speaks  of  the.garrisoa  as  pusoness  of  war, 
sends  them  to  PeiMacola,  and  thence  to  Havana, 
and  treats  it  as  a  conquered  country. 

But,  it  is  said,  as  the  commanding  officer  would 
have  the  right  to  take  the  fort  of  a  neutral  in  case 
of  extreme  necessity,  he  must  be  .the  judge  of 
the  necessity  ;  and  being  so,  we  have  no  right  to 
censure  him,  even  if  he  has  judged  wrong.  But 
in  this  case  be  bad  no  riffht  to  judge ;  he  had  his 
orders — ^if  be  departed  from  them  he  assuiqed 
the  responsibility,  and,  like  all  other  ministerial 
officers,  is  accountable  for  the  consequences.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  denied  by  one  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  be  had  any  such  orders.  It  is  ad- 
mitted tbat  General  Gaines  had  orders,  if  the 
Indians  took  shelter  under  a  Spani^  fort,  not  to 
attack  them,  but  to  notify  the  War  Department. 
But  it  is  said,  there  is  no  evidence  that  these 
orders  were  communicated  to  General  Jackson, 
and,  if  they  were,  they  were  not*  bindio^  upon 
him,  because  a  superior  officer  cannot  be  bound 
by  orders  given  to  a  petty  subaltern.  Theee  or- 
ders were  given  to  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with 
General  Jackson  himself^  and  not  to  a  petty  sub- 
altern, and  were  communicated  to  him  for  the 
r^ulation  of  his  conduct.  The  Secretary  of 
War;  in  his  letter  to  Geaeral  Jackson,  of  tha  20th 
December.  1817, speaking  generally  of  tbe  orders 
to  General  Gaines,  says  **  copies  will  be  furnished 
to  you,"  and  surely  .they  would  be  furnished  for 
no  other  purpose  than  as  rules  of  cooduat  for  the 
commanding  officer ;  and,  lest  it  should  be  said 
tbat  the  Secretary  did  not  allude  to  these  orders, 
but  only  to  the  last  order,  I  refer  to  the  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  correspondence 
with  the  Spanish  Minister  and  Mr.  firviog.  To 
the  first,  after  reciting  the  above  order  to  General 
Gaines,  he  says,  "  You  have  seen  that  no  iostruc- 
*  tiona  or  authority  inconsistent  with  thedecUra- 
'  tion  of  the  President  on  tbe  25th  of  March  last 
<  toCoDgcess,  were«ever  issued  to  the  commander 
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'  of  the  American  forces.  The  possessioii  which 
'  he  took  of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks,  and  subse- 

<  qoentiy  of  Pensacola,  was  upon  motives  which 
'  he  himself  has  explained,  and  opon  his  own 

*  responsibility."*  To  Mr.  Erviog  the  Secretary 
writes,  *'The  officer  in  command  immediately 

<  before  Gkneral  Jackson,  was  therefore  specially 

<  instructed  to  respect,  as  far  as  possiblet  the  Span- 
'  ish  authorttVj  wherever  it  was  maintained,  and 
'  copies  of  this  order  were  also  forwarded  to 

*  General  Jackson,  upon  his  taking  command.'t 
General  Jackson,  therefore,  was  not  to  judge  as 
to  the  danger ;  and,  if  he  did,  he  must  incur  the 
responsibility. 

But  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Baldwin,;  that  General  Jackson's 
defence  ought  not  to  be  placed  upon  this  sround ; 
that  we  should  hear  his  own  defence,  and  decide 
upon  that.  In  other  words,  that  he  is  justified  in 
capturing  the  Spanish  forts  because  their  com- 
manders had  given  aid  and  succor  to  our  ene- 
mies. That  the  General  has  assumed  this  ground 
of  defence,  I  affree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  rfot  supposing,  however,  that  it 
would  have  been  admitted,  I  had  endeavored  to 
collect  from  the  letters  of  Gkneral  Jackson  evi- 
dence of  the  fact.  In  a  letter  of  the  25ih  of 
March,  he  writes  "  I  shall  take  possession  of  the 
|;arrison  of  St.  Marks  as  a  depot  for  my  provisions, 
if  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  they  having  sop- 
nlied  the  Indians.**  In  his  letter  of  the  oth  of 
May,  ^  in  the  conversation  between  my  Aid-de- 
'  camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  and  the  Spanish 
'  commandant,  circumstances  transpired  convict- 
'  ing  him  of  a  disposition  to  favor  the  Indians, 

*  and  of  taking  an  active  part  in  aiding  and  abet- 
'  ting  them  in  this  war ;  I  hesitated,  therefore,  no 
^  longer ;  as  I  could  not  be  received  in  friendship. 
'  I  entered  the  fort  by  violence.''  In  his  letter  or 
the  2d  of  June,  he  says  *<  on  the  fact  that  the 

*  Spanish  officers  had  aided  and  abetted  the  la- 
*diaa  enemy,  and  thereby  became  a  party  in 

*  hostilities  against  us,  do  I  justify  my  occupancy 
'  of  the  Spanish  fortresses."  It  was  not,  then, 
from  his  own  account,  on  the  ground  of  a  fu- 
ture danger,  but  because  thev  actually  had,  or 
were  supposed  to  have,  aided  and  abetted  the 
eneniy.  The  question  then  arises,  can  this  be  a 
justification  for  General  Jackson  ?  The  conduct 
of  the  Spanish  commanders,  though  wholly  un- 
justified as  it  respects  our  country,  was  not  war. 
Those  who  contend  that  entering  a  neutral  coun- 
try, capturing  neutral  forts,  and  seizing  the  gar- 
risons, did  not  amount  to  war,  will  not  contend 
that  the  act  of  supplying  an  enemy  is  in  itself  an 
act  of  war.  This  may  be  a  cause  of  war,  but  if, 
as  Mr.  Madison  has  told  us,  the  power  of  declar- 
ing war,  inclndinff  the  power  or  judging  of  the 
causes  of  war,  is  fully  and  exclusively  vested  in 
the  Legislature,  and  that  the  Executive  has  no 
right  to  decide  the  question,  surely  a  command- 
ing officer  can  have  no  right  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion, or  to  judge  how  far  we  shall  overlook  or 
excuse  the  conduct  of  these  Spanish  officers.    If 

•Letter to  Don Onis, sad  Jaly.    t I««t^ ^^^  Nov. 


aiding  and  supplying  the  enemy  is  an  letofw 
what  is  the  consequence  ?  Bpaia  cltins  ik 
privateers  are  fitted  out  from  oar  ports,  udtbi, 
arms  and  ammunition  are  furnished  to  theiin- 
bellious  subjecu  in  South  Ameries.  SoppoR 
that  such  is  the  fact,  has  a  Spanish  oiceridfte 
to  go  to  the  city  from  whence  these  sopplisiie 
sent,  or  the  privateers  were  fitted  oot,udtike 

nession  of  it,  to  prevent  future  snjiplies?  Son- 
ot,.  because  these  are  Dot  acts  of  w,  iluw^ 
under  certain  circumstances,  they  nnf  be  su* 
cient  causes  of  war.  And,  afler  the  uthoiiun 
which  were  read  in  the  early  partoftiisdeiitft 
by  the  gentleman  from  Guoigia  mi  otiien  it 
cannot  now  be  necessary  to  prove  tkit,tiaiaiBg 
the  facu  stated  by  G«ieral  Jacksoantotk sup- 
plies, it  formed  no  just ifieation,  tad  tke  gram 
upon  which  he  chose  to  stand  mast  USL  Tke 
commanding  officer  may  assail  and  likepoaa- 
sion  of  a  neutral  fort,  not  to  revenge  spisiiijs- 
ry,  but  to  prevent  a  future  one;  not  becwfii 
enemy  may  have  been  supplied  or  a  treity  ^ 
ken,  but  lest  his  own  army  ahoald  be  cm  4' 
his  country  be  overrun,  tfut  when  hetttcoj^ 
to  i«dres8  past  injuries,  he  sets  hiawelf  u  ^ 
place  of  Congrea^  and  assumes  that  power,  vUd 
IS  vested  in  the  Legislative  branch  of  tlit  Gov- 
ernment only. 

But,  it  is  said,  that  the  capture  of  foriicaBif 
force  does  not  necessarily  imply  war;  d in- 
stances are  given  where  some  petty  places,  ach 
as  Turk's  Island,  have  been  captured,  aoduvK 
followed.  It  is  admitted  that  the  iojorfirifs; 
from  such  acte  maj  be  waived  by  tfeeptftriv 
jured.  But  the  act  itself  is  an  act  of  war,  of«pes 
force  and  violence.  The  President  of  ilie  lif- 
ted States  has  no  right  to  make  war,  but  b«a^ 
repel  it :  suppose  the  Spanish  should  txm 
the  town  of  Baltimore,  might  not  tke  Proiiat 
order  our  army  to  attack  them?  Wbf  ?  Bects«r 
the  attack  is  an  act  of  war,  without  isqairri^ 
the  cause.  It  is  open  violence  wbich ht^^ 
right  to  repd,  and  it  would  not  be  asked  bfue 
President  or  Congress,  whether  it  wai  w^: 
ized  by  the  Spanish  Government  or  bol  H^^ 
would  be  treated  as  an  act  of  war. 

Again,  it  is  said,  we  have  a  suadia;  dedm- 
tion  of  war  against  the  Indians.  Wbataitsffe 
than  that  the  President  has  a  right  to  repel  itn- 
sion,  and.  when  an  attack  is  madenpoaoirtt^ 
or  forts,  ne  has  a  right  to  resist  iti 

Again,  if  this  is  not  war  withia  tbe  mm 
of  the  Constitution,  then  the  ExeeaiiVe  o&ea 
has  at  aU  times  a  right  to  do  those  aettvbjci 
may  involve  us  in  war,  without  tbe  cm»«^« 
Congress ;  he  may  order  an  officer  to  itoct 
neutral  town,  and,  as  he  has  no  rigbt  to  PJ«  ^ 
order,  it  will  not  be  war ;  Congren  oalf  btnof 
the  right  to  declare  war.  . 

The  act,  then,  was  an  act  of  war  on  oarF 
not  justified  as  it  respects  the  oflieer,  oo  aceov 
of  past  injuries,  and  not  necesaary  to  V^^rl 
ture  injury.  The  danger  not  being  certaiD,  m 
imaginary ;  the  loss  not  being  if^P*^  ^1  u 
the  Jurisdiction  and  the  profits  h^H^^^"" 
well  aa  the  fortress. 
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I  shall  sow  ezmmine  the  proeeedings  in  the 
trial  aod  eiecutioa  of  Arbothnot  and  Ambrister ; 
and.  when  inqairing  into  the  legality  of  their 
trials  and  ezecutiona,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  moral  character  of  the  men  ;  because,  if  guil- 
ty, they  ought  to  be  legally  punished.  With 
respect  to  the  guilt  of  Arbuthnot,  I  would  only 
remark,  that  I  find  no  testimony  whatever  that 
the  memorandums  on  the  back  of  a  lettto  to  Mr. 
Bagot,  respecting  muskets,  ammunition,  knives, 
and  tomahawks,  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  was  in  the  handwriting  of  Arbuthnot;  and 
it  would,  certainl^r,  be  very  extraordinary  that 
toeh  a  writing,  if  it  really  import  what  is  repre- 
sented, shooid  be  on  the  back  of  a  letter  to  be 
sent  by  mailj  especially  when  it  could  not  be 
covered,  consistently  with  the  saving  of  postage, 
which  seems  to  have  been  proposed.  The  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  court,  in  admitting  and  rejecting 
evidence,  were  so  entirely  contrary  to  the  princi- 
iiles  of  law,  that  they  have  been  generally  repro- 
bated. But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Baldwim)  contended  that  at  common  law, 
in  a  prosecution  for  conspiracy,  the  confession 
of  one  of  the  coiupirators  might  be  admitted 
against  the  other ;  and,  therefore,  hearsay  from 
the  Indians  might  be  admitted  before  the  court 
martial.  It  is  true  that,  under  certain  eiream- 
staoces,  this  may  be  done.  But  when  were  the 
eonfessions  of  a  person,  not  charged  as  a  eonspi- 
rator,  ever  admitt^  against  a o other,  to  prove  the 
conspiracy?  When  certain  persons  combine  to 
execute  an  illegal  act,  having  proved  the  combi- 
nation, the  acts  of  one  may  be  considered  as  the 
acts  of  all,  and  perhaps  the  declarations  of  one 
as  the  declaration  of  all.  But  when  did  we  ever 
before  hear  that  the  confessions  of  persons  who 
were  not,  who  could  not  be,  charged  with  a  crime, 
should  be  admitted  to  prove  that  another  instiga- 
ted the  act?  Besides,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that 
a  court  martial  has  cognizance  of  the  crime  of 
conspiracy,  or  that  this  was  a  prosecution  of  that 
sort.  And  Che  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
admitted  that  it  could  not,  technically,  be  to  con- 
sidered. He  also  admitted  that  the  court  martial 
was  not  justifiable  in  refusing  to  allow  the  evi-« 
dence  of  Ambrister,  bat  says  it  is  of  little  conse- 

gttenee,  because  he  could  not  have  been  credited. 
Purely  we  cannot  determine,  without  a  hearing, 
whether  this  man  was  worthy  of  credit  or  net ; 
tnd  when  *it  appears,  fiom  a  letter  of  tne  Secre- 
Uiry  of  State,  that,  although  these  two  men 
might  have  been  embarked  in  the  same  cause, 
yet  they  were  personal  enemies,  we  have  as  good 
^  right  to  suppose  the  testimony  of  Ambrister  in 
favor  of  his  personal  enemy  would  be  true,  as  to 
believe  that  of  Hamblv,  against  him.  he  being 
the  personal  enemy  of  Arbuthnot.  Perhaps,  bow- 
ever,  these  questions  are  of  minor  importance, 
for,  if  this  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  offences 
charged,  we  are  not  here  to  review  their  judg- 
ment, although  it  misht  have  been  erroneous. 
Bat  what  jurisdiction  had  this  court?  Whence 
did  they  derive  it?  It  was,  say  the  defenders  of 
the  proceedings,  an  offence  against  the  laws  of 
ostion^  not  punishable,  however,  by  the  civil 


tribunals  of  our  country.  The  Constitution  says 
that  Congress  may  define  and  punish  piracies 
and  felonies  on  the  high  seas,  and  offences  against 
the  laws  of  nations.    It  is,  then^  for  Congress  to 

five  couru  martial  this  power,  if  they  possess  it. 
f  this  has  been  done,  it  is  to  be  found  only  in 
the  articles  of  war.  Look  over  that  code,  you 
find  no  power  given  to  courts  martial  to  punish 
any  offence  with  which  these  men  were  charged, 
except,  only,  that  of  a  spy ;  and  of  this  they  were 
not  found  guilty.  But,  says  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Habhisok,)  to  be  sure  the  power  is 
not  expressly  given  by  the  articles  of  war,  but  the 
power  must  necessarily  reside  in  these  courts. 
Your  code,  says  he,  is  a  very  short  one,  and  can- 
not be  supposed  to  embrace  or  provide  for  every 
case.  It  IS  true  this  code  is  a  short  code,  but  U 
is  a  bloody  one,  f  perhaps  this  may  be  necessary ;) 
but  are  laws  of  this  description  to  be  extended  by* 
implication  ?  Your  Supreme  Court  have  decided 
that  they  have  no  power  to  punish  offences,  but 
what  is  given  them  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States^  and  have  no  common  law  jurisdiction; 
and,  it  your  Supreme  Court  have  not  the  power 
to  extend  their  jurisdiction,  surely  your  muitary 
courts  cannot  possess  any  such  power. 

Besides,  is  it  to  be  believed  tnat  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  if  they  supposed  that  there 
dwelt  in  courts  martial  under  our  Gbvernment  a 
power  to  punish  all  offences  which  it  might  be 
proper  to  punish  by  military  authority,  would 
nave  expressly  provided  for  tne  punishment  of  a 
spy  ?    If,  in  any  case,  a  court  martial  had  the 

general  power  contended  for,  it  must  have  em« 
raced  the  case  of  spies,  for  they  are  the  most 
obnoxious  of  all  criminals ;  and  if  a  law  of  the 
United  States  were  necessary  to  provide  for  their 
case,  how  much  more  necessary  is  it  in  a  case 
where  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  are  much  more 
doubtful  ?  Aware  of  the  difficulty  attending  this 
assumption  of  power,  it  has  been  seriously  con- 
tended that  this  was  not  a  court  martial ;  and 
it  has  been  called  an  advisory  council.  That  the 
General  would  have  the  right  to  advise  with  his 
officers,  in  cases  where  he  has  the  right  to  act 
upon  his  own  responsibility  without  advice,  can- 
not be  denied.  But,  in  such  case,  who  ever  neard 
that  these  officers  were  sworn,  that  they  had  a 
judge  advocate,  that  two-thirds  must  concur  in 
the  sentence,  and  that  a  party  implicated  in  their 
opinion  shooid  have  the  right  to  object  to  or 
cnallenge  the  officers  thus  designated  T  And  yet, 
in  this  case,  these,  with  many  other  incidenU  oi 
a  court  martial,  are  found.  Besides,  we  have 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  prove 
this.  *<  He  gave  them,"  says  he,  *^  the  benefit  of 
a  court  martial."*  Nay.  more ;  we  have  it  from 
Qeneral  Jackson  himself,  who  speaks  of  "the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martiaL'T 

A  court  martial,  then,  did  assume  the  power 
to  try  and  condemn  to  death  men  over  whom 
they  had  no  jurisdiction.  These  men  were  not, 
therefore,  legally  tried  and  condemned. 

•  Letter  to  Mr.  Erring^  «8th  Novemb«r,  1818. 
t  Letter  to  the  Seeietary  of  War,  5th  May,  1818. 
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Bat  we  are  next  told  that  tbe  commaDdiog  offi- 
cer had  a  right  to  put  them  to  death  without  the 
interrention  of  a  court  martial.  If  he  has,  it 
must  either  depend  upon  a  general  power  in  an 
officer  to  put  to  death  his  prisoners,  or  upon 
the  right  of  retaliation.  As  to  the  nrst,  it  will 
iuurdiy  be  contended,  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
society,  in  modern  warfare,  a  commanding  officer 
has  a  right  to  kill  or  enslave  his  prisoners.  If  he 
has,  the  ri^ht  must  reaide  in  a  subordinate  offi- 
cer, when  m  command,  as  well  as  in  the  Gene- 
ral. That  such  a  power  may,  under  certain 
circumstances,  be  exercised,  is  not  denied;  but  it 
is  only  in  cases  of  necessity,  when  all  ordinary 
laws  must  yield  to  that  of  self-protection.  A 
Geneml  therefore  can  have  no  more  right  to  kill 
than  to  enslave  his  prisoners,  unless  the  safety  of 
his  army  is  directly  concerned,  or  makes  it 
accessary. 

As  to  the  right  of  retaliation,  tbis,  it  ought  to 
be  recollected,  involves  not  merely  the  right  of 
paaishing  the  guilty,  but  also  of  destroyinff  the 
lonecentTor  the  guilty :  not  onljr  the  richt  ofput- 
ikuf  to  death  the  men  captured  in  battle,  but  that 
of  Killing  women  and  children  It  therefore  in- 
volves the.  most  important  powers  of  sovereignty. 
It  aeems  therefore  contraty  to  the  whole  spirit  of 
our  laws  to  suppose  that  those  guiltv  of  crimes 
a»  spies  shall  have  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  a  court, 
but  that  the  commanding  officer,  of  his  own  will 
and  pleaaure,  may  visit  die  sins  of  one  man  upon 
another,  and  may  in  his  discretion  punish  the 
innocent  for  the  guilty. 

These  are  acts  of  policy,  fit  only  to  be  trusted 
in  the  supreme  power  of  the  country ;  and  it  has 
been  already  shown  by  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  that  Congreesat  several  times  ha ve  given 
this  power  to  the  commander  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent. But,  if  this  power  existed  in  them,  why 
did  Congress  delegate  it  to  them,  or  legislate  upon 
the  subject;  and  if  it  did  not,  how  did  Geaeral 
Jackson  acquire  this  power  f 

The  act  passed  in  the  late  war  is  pcecisely  anal- 
ogous to  the  present  case.  There  tbe  British  and 
the  Indians  were  parties  on  one  side ;  and  Con- 
gress enacted,  that,  for  violations  of  the  laws  and 
ucagea  of  war  among  civilized  nations,  by  those 
acting  under  British  authority^  or  those  in  alli- 
ance with  the  British,  the  President  migbt  retal- 
iate upon  the  British  or  Indians?*  That  law 
was  confined  to  the  then  existing  war ;  and  is  it 
BQt  absurd  to  suppose  that  Conaress,  when  dele- 
gating this  power  to  the  President,  would  limit 
H  to  the  then  existing  war,  if  they  thought  the 
commanding  officer  of  your  armies  at  all  times 

nessed  it?  The  claim  here  is,  that,  as  the 
ans  had  committed  barbarities,  contiary  to 
the  laws  of  war,  those  who  were  in  alliance  with 
them  may  be  killed  in  cold  blood  by  the  Com- 
nander-in-chief,  and  that  without  an  act  of  Con- 

gress  he  has  the  same  power  that  by  a  special 
iw  was  del^ated  to  the  President. 
But  it  is  saui,  when  the  commander  o[  an  army 
is  at  a  distance,  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  ex- 

*  Laws  of  the  United  fitales, -voL  4»  p.  666. 


ercise  such  a  power.  If  Congress  think  so,  they 
may  revive  the  late  law,  or  m<Mify  it.  Usiil  ibey 
do  so,  the  Commander-in-chief  canaot  assome 
to  act  as  if  it  existed.  Besides,  Qenersl  Jackson 
does  not  pretend  tbcse  men  were  pot  to  deith 
upon  this  principle,  but  because  thev  bad  riolatd 
the  laws  of  nations.  They  were  therefore  tried 
by  a  court  having  no  jurisdiction,  by  evideDce 
unknown  to  our  law. 

The  court  therefore  oould  have  no  aathoritj 
to  order  their  execution,  much  less  had  theCoa- 
mander-in-chief.  It  is  due  then  to  onr  laws  and 
Constitution,  and  to  the  humanity  which  we 
profess,  to  declare  onr  disapprobation  of  (heir 
£iCe. 

The  former  reputation  of  the  eonmaDdittg 
officer  ought  upon  this  subject  to  have  no  weight. 
No  attempt  is  made  to  deprive  him  of  what  he 
thus  earned.  He  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  salary 
second  probably  only  to  one  in  the  QoTernnent, 
and  bas  receiyed  the  thanks  of  tbe  nation.  Bat, 
unless  past  services  are  to  raise  a  man  abore  the 
laws  or  his  country,  they  ought  net  on  this  ocm- 
sion  to  be  introduced,  much  less  to  have  an  lafla- 
ence  on  the  decision  of  the  question* 

Mr.  DaoHA,  of  Kentucky,  said,  in  rising  to  ad- 
dress the  Committee,  he  had  but  little  expeetatioo 
that  anything  he  could  aay  would  be  calculated 
to  shed  any  new  light  on  tbe  onestioa  under coa- 
sideration.  His  object  in  addressing  the  Com- 
mittee was  simply  to  give  the  reasons  thatioflo- 
enced  htm  in  thw  vote  be  should  shortly  be  called 
on  to  give.  He  could  not  say,  as  somegentlesieD 
had  said,  that  he  rejoiced  that  tbe  subject  bad 
been  brought  before  the  House  for  discassiosj 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  could  say  tba^  be  regretted 
extremal V  that  tbe  subject  bad  been  introduced ; 
and  why  did  he  regret  it  ?  Because  it  was  a 
subject  of  all  others  tbe  best  calculated  to  place 
the  House  in  the  way  of  temniation.  Mr. D. said 
he  believed  in  the  nature  or  things  that  all  men 
were  born  with  a  certain  portion  of  despotism  u 
their  breasts,  which  frequently  reqhired  thegrtf<- 
est  stretch  of  reasoning  faculties  to  keep  that  des- 
potic feeling  within  proper  bounds.  Msn  is  nsi- 
ureliy  fond  of  power,  and  is  very  apt  to  trf  to 
increase  it  when  opportunity  offers.  The  best 
way  for  man  to  keep  from  error  is  to  f'^W""? 
recur  to  a  sentence  in  the  ffood  old  prayer-Jc^^ 
me  not  into  temptation.  We  have  the  power  to 
legislate,  but  not  tbe  power  to  pass  a  wieoi  en- 
sure on  an  officer  attached  to  another  depcrtm»t 
of  Oovernment.  Agreeably  to  the  OoBsiitniio^ 
the  powers  of  Oovernment  are  divided  into  «»Tee 
aqmrate  and  distinct  departments.  No  one  oi 
those  departments  has  a  right  to  eacroacb  oo 
prerogatives  properly  belonging  to  another  de^»' 
ment.  General  Jackson  is  properly  attacM  v> 
the  Bxeeuiive  Department.  Have  we  a  rigjnj 
pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  him  ?  Mr.  U.  »»^  ". 
had  examined  the  Constitution  >(t**V7®[^  7  ili 
he  could  find  no  such  power,  and  he  did  thior  i* 
was  time  to  pause,  lest  we  should  be  t^.^^"^^ 
hallowed  ground.  When  men  are  called  ofl J 
transact  business,  particularly  of  a  legal  cbtrac" » 
they  are  always  bound  to  show  the  attthoriij 
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ander  whieh  tbey  act.  Gentlemen  hare  been 
called  on  to  show  their  authority,  bat  have  not 
been  able  to  do  it,  and  he  defied  them  to  place 
their  finger  on  a  single  article,  section,  clause,  or 
sentence  of  the  Constitution,  that  justified  the 
coarse  we  are  pursuing.  Thejr  cannot  even  show 
a  sentence  that  justifies  it  by  implication.  Gen- 
tlem^en  ought  to  take  care,  in  their  zeal  to  prevent 
others  from  infracting  that  instrument,  that  they 
do  not  overleap  the  legitimate  bounds  themselves. 
He  did  verily  believe- that  we  were  about  to 
transcend  the  powers  delegated  to  us  by  that  in- 
strument we  had  solemiHy  sworn  to  support. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  that  would  in- 
entably  result  from  one  department  of  Gk>vern- 
ment  encroaching  on  the  preroffatives  properly 
belonging  to  another  ?  PoliticaT  chaos,  the  nre- 
eursor  ofanarchy.  The  member  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
HAaaiBOii)  says  we  ought  to  have  the  power, 
that  we  cannot  get  on  well  without  it ;  but  says 
he  cannot  put  his  finger  on  any  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  gives  us  the  power,  and  therefore 
has  applied  to  Britain  and  the  customs  and  prac- 
tices of  the  British  Parliament,  to  justify  us  in 
this  assumption  of  power*  Monstrous  doctrine  1 
What  1  import  from  England  the  arbitrary  prac- 
tices and'  precedents  of  rarliament.  and  ingraft 
them  on  our  free  Constitution  7  oy  which  to 
obtain  the  power  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on 
Qeneral  Jackson,  who  is  properly  attached  to 
SDother  department  of  Government,  because  he 
directed  those  two  Bnglishmen  to  be  executed 
for  instigating  the  barmrous  Seminole  tribe  of 
Indians  to  murder  our  citizens,  furnishing  them 
with  implementsandmunitionsofwar,and  leading 
those  brigands  to  massacre.  We  want  neither 
their  precedents  nor  principles  imported  into  this 
eonntry.  We  had  such  a  stock  of  the  latter 
pending  the  late  war,  that  it  had  like  to  have  en- 
ffulphed  this  Government  in  the  vortex  of  ruin. 
If  General  Jackson's  conduct  has  been  so  repre- 
hensible while  carrying  on  this  Seminole  war,  as 
some  gentlemen  represent  it  to  be;  if  he  has  vi- 
olated both  law  and  Constitution,  whv  not  pro- 
ceed in  the  Constitutional  and  usual  way,  by 
appointing  a  committee  to  investigate  it,  and 
report  the  facts,  as  in  the  case  of  Generala  St. 
Clair  and  Wilkinson  ?  Which  facts,  when  re- 
ported, lay  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  permit  him  to  exercise  his  Constitu- 
tional prerogative.  We  have  no  power  to  punish, 
and  deatroyittgreputation  is  the  greatest  punish- 
ment. If  the  President  should  fail  to  do  his  duty, 
or  should  wink  at  violations  of  the  law  and  Con- 
stitution on  the  part  of  General  Jackson,  you  have 
your  Constituuonal  remedy  by  impeachment. 
The  President  has  the  power  to  call  a  court  mar- 
tial for  his  trial.  He  has  also  the  power  to  strike 
him  from  the  list  of  officers.  Gentlemen  might 
turn  and  twist  this  subject  as  they  pleased,  but 
whatever  censure  they  attach  to  General  JacKson, 
musi  ultimately  rest  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Pre- 
sident ;  they  were  virtually  whipping  the  Presi- 
dent over  the  shoulders  of  the  General.  Gentle- 
men will  not  attempt  an  impeachment,  and  why  ? 
It  is  not  becaqse  they  have  too  much  love  for  the 
ISthCow.  2dSB88.— 35 


President,  but  because  they  know  they  could  not 
succeed ;  tbey  are  fearful  that  they  might  come 
out  like  a  gentleman  from  Boston  did,  when  he 
introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  impeach  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  then  Pre- 
sident. After  discussing  the  subject  a  consider 
rable  time,  he  made  out  to  get  his  own  vote,  not- 
withstanding it  was  a  time  when  part^  not  only 
ran  high,  but  was  well  marshalled ;  his  political 
friends  were  obliged  to  abandon  him.  Mr.  D. 
said  he  did  not  stand  here  as  an  apologist  of  any 
man,  but  as  the  advocate  of  justice ;  in  which 
capacity  he  trusted  he  should  always  appear, 
while  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House, 
and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  neither 
the  President  nor  General  Jackson  had  violated 
law  or  Constitution,  but  had  done  their  duty  in 
this  Seminole  war,  and  deserved  well  of  their 
country.  He  returned  them  his  sincere  thanks 
for  putting  down  this  cruel  war  in  so  speedy  and 
exemplary  a  manner,  carried  on  by  the  red  and 
black  savages,  and  instigated  by  more  than  white 
savages. 

Gentlemen  day  they  are  not  inimical  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson  i  that  tney  appreciate  his  services 
and  merits ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  tbey  are  advo- 
cates for  passing  this  vote  of  censure  on  him, 
which  is  calculated  to  tarnish  his  reputation^  to 

R rostrate  his  character  in  the  eye  of  posterity. 
Ir.  D.  said  he  could  not  understand  this  busi- 
ness; it  looked  to  him  like  holding  out  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with 
the  left,  thrusting  a  dagger  under  the  fifth  rib. 
Character  is  everything  to  an  honorable,  high- 
minded  man.  The  General  would  rather  you 
would  send  an  executioner  to  stab  him  to  the 
heart,  than  to  stab  his  reputation.  The  Censors 
of  Rome  had  the  power  of  degrading  a  man  by 
removing  him  from  the  class  he  properly  be- 
longed to,  and  placing  him  in  a  lower  class. 
Was  not  this  considered  the  greatest  degrada- 
tion ?  What  could  have  been  more  mortifying? 
Will  not  the  British  be  gratified  at  the  prostra- 
tion of  the  hero  who  defeated  their  purposesjind 
laid  their  myrmidons  low  at  New  Orleans?  Will 
not  they  and  their  friends  rejoice  that  the  man 
who  thwarted  these  machinations,  and  has  been 
such  a  terror  to  them,  should  be  paid  for  his  ser- 
vices (and  he  has  rendered  more  service  to  this 
Government  than  any  man  since  the  days  of 
Washington)  with  ingratitude?  Will  they  not 
raise  their  crest-fallen  heads,  and  conclude  that 
a  Government  that  can  treat  its  heroic  sons  so 
ungratefully  cannot  be  lasting  ? 

Mr.  D.  said,  be  had  felt  some  surprise  that  a 
gentleman  from  the  State  of  Georgia  (Mr.  Conn) 
should  be  the  foremost  advocate  for  this  vote  of 
censure,  from  a  State  for  whose  benefit  particu- 
larly the  war  had  been  carried  on.  While  the 
gentleman  was  lolling  at  his  ease  on  his  couch, 
or  resting  contentedly  on  his  pillow,  this  perse- 
cuted man  was  exerting  himself  in  the  wilder- 
ness or  swamps  in  Florida,  warding  off  the  tom- 
ahawk of  the  ruthless  savage  from  the  heads  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Georgia.  In  relation  to  the 
dispute  that  has  taken  place  between  Governor 
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BabuD,  of  Gteorgia,  and  'Qeneral  Jaeksoo,  that 
has  been  lugged  into  this  debate,  he  presumed 
the  geDtJeman  would  thiok  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  we  ought  to  permit  them  to  settle  their 
quarrels  in  their  own  way.  This,  he  was  sure, 
could  not  operate  on  the  gentleman's  mind.  But, 
if  he  was  surprised  at  the  course  pursued  by  the 
j^entleman  from  Georgia,  he  was  mora  aston- 
ished that  a  single  member  from  the  West  could 
enter  the  lists  as  an  advocate  for  this  rote  of  cen- 
sure against  the  man  to  whom  the  West  are  un- 
der such  incalculable  obligations,  for  his  ability 
and  exertions  in  preTenting  the  emporium  of  the 
whole  Western  country  from  failing  into  the 
hands  of  that  tyrannical  Power,  Ghreat  Britain. 
What  man  was  so  well  ealenlated  to  unite  the 
discordant  materials  collected  for  the  defence  of 
Hew  Orleans,  composed  of  Keotuckv  Tdunteera, 
Tennessee  ToJunteerSfXiOuisiaMi  and  Missisaippi 
Bulitia,  Frenchmen,  Spaniards,  and  eren  Barra«> 
tarian  pirates?  This  man,  whose  character  ia 
about  to  be  tarnished,  bad  the  address  to  unite 
those  materials,  and  make  a  successful  defence, 
played  haroe  amon^  Wellington's  inTineibies, 
and  laid  some  of  their  ablest  genemls  low^pre- 
rented  their  infamous  watchword  (Bootf  and 
3$auty)  from  being  carried  into  operation«-by 
which  he  sared  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  em- 

Krium  of  the  West,  from  being  piUaged  by  these 
>ebooters,  and  the  female  character  from  viola- 
tion.    Yet,  this  man,  who  has  rendered  such  im- 

Ewtani  services  to  his  Government,  and  particu- 
rly  the  Western  country^  and  who,  1  venture 
to  pronounce,  is  the  greatest  military  chameier 
this  country  has  produced  since  the  days  of 
Washington,  is  to  fall  a  victim  to  cruel  preju* 
dice;  his  character  to  be  tarnished,  his  reputa- 
tion destroyed,  by  this  vote  of  censure.  And  for 
what?  Upon  mere  imaginary  grounds,  produced 
by  a  kind  of  fastidiousness,  or  technical  nicety; 
and  we  find  men  from  the  West  favorable  to  this 
vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  D.  said,  we  are  told,  that  both  law  and 
Constitution  have  been  violated  in  this  Seafnole 
war-— in  having  war  without  its  being  declared 
by  a  solemn  vote  of  Congress;  in  entering  neu- 
tral territory  without  permission  of  Co^eas ; 
ia  taking  possession  of  neutral  posts,  aad  m  the 
execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.  In  rela- 
tion to  war  having  been  carried  on  without  a 
formal  declaration  by  Congress,  he  contended 
that  the  Seminole  war  was  a  mere  continuation 
of  the  war  declared  in  1812;  and  he  trusted  he 
should  be  able  to  make  it  appear.  In  1812  we 
declared  war  against  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies; ihe  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  by  the 
instigation  of  Great  Britain,  through  her  emissa- 
ries, joined  her,  and  became  a  party  in  the  war. 
General  Jackson,  from  the  purest  patriotism,  at 
i  I J  ^^  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  took  the 
field  against  the  Creek  Indians;  after  encounter- 
ing and  surmounting  almost  incalculable  difficul- 
ties, and  having  a  number  of  sanguinary  con- 
flicts with  them,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
their  best  warriors  were  destroyed,  he  succeeded 
m  breaking  the  force  of  the  nation.    The  Indians 


sued  for  peace ;  General  Jackson  fomri  a  \mj 
with  them,  as  he  was  anihoriaRd  to  do,vlid 
waa  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  iistioD,tiiragk 
their  principal  chiefs;  but  the  Scauflottmlii 
part  of  whom  lived  within  the  linito  crftkeUi^ 
ted  States,  and  some  others  of  the  natioa.  nkti 
to  accede  to  the  terms  held  eat,  and  bnbd 
from  the  nation,  went  over  into  Floiidiviiki 
determination  to  proseevte  the  vtr  as  nei  a 
they  could  be  supnlied  with  the  UMSsi^cvn- 
iagoa  hostilities  by  tlie  SpaniarditfSLMtm 
and  Pensacola,  or  the  emissaries  8boi|  tbia 
Woodbine  and  Nichoila,  or  their  i8eeaM^^i^ 
buthnot  and  Ambriaier ;  aad  alsoohM  pririi- 
iooa  to  sosiaia  ibetr  aqoaws  wliik^vtre 
making  their  hostile  inevrsionaialolUitQsiirf. 
They  contittoed  their  hi»stilitieswheieiertf^ 
tunity  oflered« 

By  the  9th  article  of  tie  Treaty  of  Giiil,iyi 
Gpvernmeot  obligalea  itaelf  to  fmn  a  rtif  tokti- 
lies  with  all  the  Indian  tribes  with  vh«  ve 
were  at  war  at  the  tinae  of  ratifieste,  viikiW 
proviso  that  such  tribes  shall  agree  tsMtfrw 
all  hostiiiUea  against  tiM  Uaiied  Sutitu^thi 
^itmena,  apon  the  latificaCion  of  the  traiy  kJi| 
aetified  to  such  tribes,  aad  they  shall  Mk- 
cordially.  Did  the  Seminole  trSie  dnial  Ho; 
they  did  not*  Then  waa  he  not  comet  i&am 
that  this  Seminole  war  is  a  mere  soBUMaous 
the  war  we  declared  in  18121  YoapKiidtlif 
last  session  of  Confess,  makiag  fiwrn  fo 
carrying  on  the  Seminole  war,  which  wuiM 
acknowiedj|mettt  that  war  did  eiist,  tid  ^ 
beea  eoastiiotionally  declared ;  aad  tho  fin 
tacit  pemisaion  to  the  Prestdeot  to  sai  tk 
army  iato  Florida,  as  the  Semiaoles  midedtWR 
aad  we  could  not  calculate  on  their  eoniafbst 
to  meet  our  army.  Mr.  D.  said  be  ibooi^ike 
had  conveyed  our  army  aafe,  and  Isoded  ibes 
on  aeutral  territory,  withont  vioUtiog  eitbcrii* 
or  Cooatitation.  But,  lest  geatienes  sbootdstf 
like  to  follow  the  route  he  had  xmM«i,» 
wonl^  show  them  another  way,  witboot  nsua^ 
fool  of  Constitution  or  law.  Bytheseew^e- 
tion  of  the  seoood  artiele  of  the  Ckmnintioi, » 
President  of  the  United  States  is  Goanu^eHi' 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Uaited  Stam^enr 
qvently  is  entitled  to  all  the  jitx^p^^'^ 
privileges  aeeessarily  attached  toiohifi'^' 
mand.  Tou  have  had  a  law  ia  spenisii  r 
believed,  ever  since  1795,  miihoimB§^^^ 
dent,  in  case  of  invasion,  or  immiBttt<'*'i''^ 
invasion,  to  call  out  the  forces  of  tkecooQ^^T^ 
repel  invasion.  The  question  iffSV^o^*** 
invasioB?  No  gentleman  will  desy  boi  vni 
our  territory  was  invaded,  and  our  ertifcot  ar 
dered :  then,  then,  was  not  only  as  i*.^*^^ 
war  was  actually  declared  against  this  wm 
meat  by  the  Seminoles;  for  we  hare  itiBprj" 
among  the  documents  on  your  labia,  that  weo- 
dians  met  at  Mickasuky,  and  in  geaefsl  coat^ 
solemnly  resolved  on  war  agaiaat  the  uj^ 
States.  It  is  a  prominent  part  of  the  dotp^ 
President  of  the  United  States  lo  *^^Z^ 
laws  are  executed ;  coaisequently,  be  ^^^^ 
the  forces  of  the  country,  and  put  ihenefl*'"' 
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oomimiDd  of  a  nbordioateoffieer,(Qtnerfti  Jack* 
80B,)  with  ordare  of  a  diseretionary  character,  to 
eoadaet  matters  ia  such  a  maoaer  as  vovld  be 
the  beet  oaleolated  to  brings  the  war  to  a  speedjr 
and  eaeeenfoi  tetniination,  and  with  esemplarf 
reogeanee.    Would  foa  have  had  the  G^eral  to 
have  marched  to  the  Florida  Hoe,  with  theCon- 
stitation  in  one  hand  aad  the  sword  ia  tlie  other, 
looked  over  the  line,  tmned  aboot,  and  marched 
bade?    Wookl  not  theee  very  gentlemen  who 
are  so  anxious  to  pass  this  rote  of  eeasnre  agatost 
the  Qenemi  bat«  been  loader  in  their  clamor 
against  him  if  tlie  line  had  cheeked  his  progress? 
They  would,  and  he  confessed  that  he  should 
hare  joined  them;  there  woold,  then,  hare  been 
some  groonds  for  censure;  but  there  was  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  that  a  nominal  lide 
would  cheek  the  progress  of  the  army,  with  Gkn- 
eml  Jaekaon  at  their  head,  panioulariy  when  be 
was  in  possession  of  discretionarf  powers*  Jack- 
son don't  war  for  fan ;  he  is  generally  ia  earnest^ 
tnd  the  ennmy  fbels  it*    Bnt  admitting,  for  a  mo- 
Bent,  that  it  was  wroBjr  to  pursue  the  ioTsders 
ever  the  line,  he  would  refer  baek  to  the  law 
passed  last  session,  making  provision  for  carrying 
on  the  Seminole  war,  in  wbieh  yon  ucitly  gave 
the  power  of  siding  the  army  into  aeatrsil  terri'^ 
tory,  as  the  Seminoles  live  in  Florida.    Mr.  D. 
said  he  had  marked  out  two  ways  that  the  army 
could  oeeopy  neutral  territory,  without  violatiag 
either  law  or  Constitution ;  that  they  w«re  both 
plain  and  open  to  him ;  but  if  gentlemen  liked 
neither,  they  might  uke  their  own  route.    He 
had  landed  the  army  safely  in  Florida,  out  of 
yoor  territory,  and  on  foreign  tenitory ;  thathe 
should  now  lay  down  both  the  laws  aod  Consti- 
tution, except  so  for  as  related  to  the  organisa- 
tion, regolntioo,  and  management  of  the  army, 
and  pica  up  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  as 
laid  down  by  the  writers  on  national  law,  and 
apply  it  to  the  cases  of  uking  possession  of  the 
neutral  posts,  St.  Marks  and  Penmcola,  as  well 
as  the  exeention  of  Arbathnot  and  Ambrister, 
on  the  principles  of  retaliations-contending  that 
when  yon  are  ia  foreign  territory,  with  your 
armies,  yon  most  rdyj  in  relation  to  the  last  men- 
tioned points,  entirely  on  the  osagee  of  civilized 
warfare*    The  writers  on  public  law  acknow* 
ledge  the  right  not  only  of  entering  neutral  ter- 
ritory in  ease  of  necessity,  but  the  occnpying 
neutral  posts  in  the  case  of  extreme  necessity. 
Then,  did  extreme  necessity  exist,  by  which  to 

I'nstify  Qeneral  Jackson  in  taking  St.  Marks  and 
/enmcola  ?  He  thought  it  did.  He  had  not  the 
ingenuity  of  some  gentlemen  to  discriminate  be- 
tween these  two  posts;  consequently  was  com- 
pelled, for  want  ot  those  discriminating  powers, 
to  place  them  precisely  on  the  same  rooting. 
The  danger  of  a  neutral  post  falling  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy,  agreeably  to  national  law, 
amonnts  to  extreme  necessity*  In  relation  to  St. 
Marks  little  need  be  said,  as  yon  have  it  in  proof, 
•s  specified  in  the  documents,  that  the  command- 
nnt  acknowledged,  in  his  correspondence  with 
General  Jacloion,  that  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  the  enemy  would  attempt  taking  the  place. 


and  ihat  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  defend  it 
Bat  this  point  has  been  inseniously  handled  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hopkih- 
aoN,;  which  precludes  the  necessity  of  my  say- 
ittpf  any  more  on  it.  If  the  gentlemaa  had  spent, 
with  his  usual  ingenuity,  the  twenty  minutes  in 
jttstifving  General  Jackson  for  takiag  Peasaoola, 
that  be  devoted  in  speaking  of  Spanish  affiurs 
and  the  Spanish  Government,  a  considerable  part 
of  which  was  by  way  of  eulogy,  (which  he  cooAd 
discover  from  the  countenance  of  the  Spanish 
Minister,  who  sat  aear  his  elbow,  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely pleasing  to  him,)  he  conld  have  made 
ont  the  case  of  Pensacola  aa  clearly  lostifiable  aa 
St.  Marks ;  bnt  when  the  gentleman  novo  in  sight 
of  Pensacola,  he  made  a  rail  stop.  In  relation  to 
Pensacola,  there  was  as  great  a  probability  of  the 
enemy  taking  it  as  there  was  of  St.  Marks ;  the 
eaemy  had  it  in  their  power  at  any  time  by 
stratagem,  if  not  by  open  force*  The  place  waa 
not  stronff,  and  thte  Spaniards  had  qniie  an  in* 
coasidemMe  force  for  its  defence.    We  have  in 

C roof  that  there  were  generally  from  fifty  to  one 
ondred  and  fifty  Indians  in  the  place.  Is  it  not, 
thm,  presomable  that  an  attempt  to  get  posses 
sion  of  it  would  have  been  made  simwtaneoosly 
with  the  one  contemplated  to  be  made  on  St. 
Marks?  The  enemy  was  artful,  aad  good  at 
stratagem;  and  of  what  consequence  would  St* 
B&rks  have  been  to  the  army,  without  the  posses* 
sion  also  of  Pensacola,  as  a  few  guns  sent  round 
from  the  latter  would  soon  have  dislodged  them 
from  the  former.  Agreeably  to  the  writers  on 
public  law,  the  neutral  was  bound  to  treat  us  In 
the  same  manner  he  did  our  enemy*  Was  this 
done?  Certainly  not.  When  our  troops  were 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  place,  the 
Governor  sent  word  for  them  to  retire,  or  he 
woold  make  use  of  force.  The  treatment  of  our 
enemy  by  the  Spaaiard  was  of  a  very  different 
character;  they  were  furnished  with  means  of 
carrying  on  hostilities  against  us-*powder,  lead, 
dbc. ;  and  also  provisions  to  sostain  them  while 
they  were  engaged  in  war  aaainst  ns*  TheGk>f^ 
ernor  permitted  them  to  hold  war  cooncils  in  his 
house;  and  a  short  time  before  our  troops  a|^ 
peered  in  sight,  he  had  the  Indians  ferried  across 
the  bay  of  Pensacola.  This  kind  of  conduct  was 
calculated  to  convince  the  Qeneral  that  those 
po^  were  virtually  lent  to  the  enemy  to  aid  and 
assist  them  ia  carrying  on  their  hellish  purposes 
of  massacre.  Independent  of  this  the  General 
had  received  positive  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  suc- 
cessful termination.  He  knew,  by  leaving  thoee 
posts  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  that  the  war 
would  not  have  been  half  finished,  and  that,  on 
his  returning  with  the  army,  the  usual  massacres 
would  have  been  commenced ;  but,  independent 
of  all  other  circumstances,  the  occupancy  of  St. 
Marks  aad  Pensacola  was  essentiaUy  necessary 
under  the  imn^utable  law  of  nature,  self-defence, 
which  is  paramount  to  all  other  law. 

Mr.  D.  said,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  Ar^ 
bnthnot  and  Ambrister^  he  would  ask  who  those 
men  were  that  had  excited  so  much  sympathy  ia 
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the  breasts  of  feotlemea  ?  A  eoaple  of  Boglisli- 
nieii,  who  had  either  been  sent  oTer  by  the  British, 
or  had  come  oTer  themselres  to  light  ap  the  torch 
of  war  and  destmctioo.  To  say  that  they  had 
been  sent  oyer  by  the  British  as  emissaries,  would, 
perhaps,  be  speaking  too  positire,  but  really  he 
thongiu  it  had  a  stronjf  squinting  that  way.  If 
gentlemen  would  permit  themselves  to  retrospect, 
to  look  forty-fire  years  back  from  the  commence- 
ment, of  the  Rerolntionary  war,  and  reflect  on 
the  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  the  British, 
kcepiuff  emissaries  among  the  Indians  for  the  pur- 
pose of  insligatittg  them  to  murder  our  citizens, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  extension  of  our  settle- 
ments even  in  times  of  peace  with  that  Govern- 
ment, when  treaties  of  amity  existed  between  the 
two  Governments,  would  he  be  wrong  in  saying, 
that  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  during  this  pericxi 
had  been  massacred  1  Premiums  have  been  held 
out  for  scalps.  Beginning  with  the  incendiaries 
Brandt  and  Sutler,  and  noticing  the  number  that 
have  been  emploved,  till  you  come  down  to  the 
two  whomjustioe  has  overtaken,  have  I  not  strong 
grounds  for  saying  that  it  looks  like  those  two, 
successors  to  the  famous  Nicholls  and  Woodbine, 
were  sent  over  as  emissaries  ?  In  addition  to  this, 
you  will  find  a  letter  among  the  documents  from 
this  Arbttthnot  to  the  British  Minister  residing 
in  this  place,  which,  afUr  giviog  an  account  of 
the  progress  of  thingi,  dbc.,  demands,  in  a  memo- 
randum, (after  stating  the  force  of  the  hostile  In- 
dians to  be  three  thousand  five  hundred,)  one 
thousand  muskets,  a  greater  number  of  smaller 
pieces,  two  thousand  flints,  fifty  casks  of  powder, 
two  thousand  knives,  with  blades  from  nine  to 
ten  inches  lone,  one  thousand  tomahawks,  two 
thousand  pounds  of  lead,  besides  musket  balls,  Ver- 
million, dtc.  We  do  not  know  whether  these  arti- 
cles were  furnished  or  not,  but  we  know  that 
this  Government  was  not  notified  of  what  was 
yoing  on.  All  this  taken  in  connexion  has,  say- 
ing the  best  of  it,  an  unfavorable  appearance  |  but 
if  they  came  even  of  their  own  accord  to  insti- 
pte  the  savages  to  massacre  our  inhabitants,  they 
richly  deserved  the  punishment  they  met  with.  It 
is  Dositively  proven  that  they  instigated  the  Semi- 
noies  and  runaway  negroes  to  war,  that  they  fur- 
nished them  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
that  Arbttthnot  was  the  acknowledged  agent  of 
the  Beminoles,  and  that  Ambrister  led  on  these 
brigands  to  war  and  murder.  Mr.  D.  considered 
them  as  the  head  of  banditti,  and  deserving  death. 
They  associated  with  the  enemy,  consequently, 
agreeably  to  the  law  of  nations,  were  liable  to 
be  punished  as  the  enemy.  He  considered  that 
court  martial,  special  court,  or  court  of  inquiry, 
or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  merely  as  a  coun- 
cil for  the  commanding  General :  agreeably  to  the 
law  of  nations,  as  laid  down  by  Vattel,  when 
your  armies  are  out  of  your  territory,  the  right 
of  retaliation  is  in  the  General  of  your  army,  and 
he  wished  it  to  remain  there:  he  never  wished 
to  see  it  come  into  the  Cabinet.  A  General  has 
the  right  to  call  a  council  on  any  occasion,  and 
will  take  the  advice  of  the  council  when  it 
eoincides  with  his  own  opinion.    He  hat  the 


responsibility,  and  ought  to  have  the  libcity  d 
acting  in  the  manner  that  ia  his  optuon  b  eoa- 
dncive  to  the  welfare  of  the  aerrice.  He  eeiU 
not  discriminate  between  the  guilt  of  Arbutkist 
and  Ambrister ;  the  former  wva  the  agent  of  tk 
Seminoles,  and  the  latter  led  on  their  brigaadi^ 
composed  of  negroes  and  Indians,  to  war.  Tkcf 
both  instigated  the  Indians  to  eommit  hostilitin, 
and  aided  in  fomishinc  them  with  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  war.  Ther  both  snfiered  dcaih, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  both  deserTed  death.  The 
General  is  completely  justified  hf  the  law  of  na- 
tions for  ordering  their  execation  ;  and  he  had  as 
doobt  but  that  he  would  be  jostilled  by  the  eoeo- 
try.  Vattel  says,  as  a  General  has  the  tifkt  of 
sacrificing  the  lives  of  his  enemies  to  his  own 
safety,  or  that  of  his  people^  if  he  has  u  conieeA 
with  an  iahuman  enemy,  otten  guilty  of  such  ex- 
cesses, he  may  take  the  lives  of  some  of  hb  pris- 
oners, and  treat  them  aa  hia  own  people  hste 
been  treated.  Mr.  D.  said  he  jostified  the  Geoe- 
ral  in  directing  the  execution  of  these  BsfUih- 
men,  and  he  sincerely  wished  that  all  who  irt 
engased  in  similar  practices  might  meet  with  s 
like  fate.  Independent  of  this,  the  right  of  a  Gea- 
eral  to  retaliate  is  sanctioned  bj  the  oaage  of  tkii 
Gbvemment.  If  gentlemen  will  torn  their  st- 
tention  to  the  Journals,  they  will  find,  in  the  tine 
of  the  Revolution,  that  Congress  passed  a  raoJa- 
tion,  giving  the  power  of  retaliation  to  aot  oaly 
the  commander-in-chief  of  yonr  army,  but  to 
the  commanders  of  separate  armies,  and  pied{c4 
themselves  to  support  the  generals  in  the  eio^ 
cise  of  the  principle. 

He  said,  he  had  gone  through  the  four  psiati 
that  he  had  proposed  treatinje  on,  at  least  to  kis 
own  satisfaction,  and  he  iustiaed  GSeneral  Jackssa 
for  his  conduct  throughout  the  Seminole  ear, 
and  thanked  the  President  of  the  United  Stiles 
for  supportinff  him. 

Mr.  I),  said  he  should  now  notice  a  few  re- 
marks that  had  fallen  from  gentlemen.    The 
honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Culy)  said  that  huaaa* 
ity  shuddered  at  the  thought  of  the  execation  of 
the  two  Indian  chiefik    If  that  gentlemaa  had 
witnessed  the  scenes  that  I  have  witnessed,  I 
think  hb  sympathies  would  be  turned  into  a  dif- 
ferent channel.    Whole  families  lying  meideferf 
by  the  relentlcM  savages;  father,  mother,  Mad 
innocent  children,  lying  mangled  smd  scalped. 
Such  sights  were  sufficient  to  make  the  heart 
bleed,  and  calculated  to  make  imprcwi'oos  that 
could  not  easily  be  obliterated.    But,  the  gentle- 
man tells  voo,   that  reuiiation   has  no  effect. 
How  does  the  gentleman  know  it  t    He  idU  joa 
that  it  has  never  been  resorted  to  since  the  am 
settlement  of  Americs.    Then,  from  the  gentle- 
man's  own  statement,  as  no  experiments  have 
been  made,  it  roust  be  simply  a  gneas;   and,  ss 
guessing  is  fashionable  in  some  places,  I  gacn 
that  the  gentleman  has  guessed  wrong.     Mr.  D. 
said  that  an  Indian  was  of  such  a  nature  that  he 
must  be  operated  on  by  fear.    If  yon  wish  kin 
to  be  peaceable,  yon  must  make  him  fear  foo. 
That  he  had  no  doubt  if  the  principle  of  retalb- 
tion  were  sometimes  resorted  to^  that  if  it  did  aot 
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mng  tbem  to  a  seDsa  of  hamanityj  i(  would  at 
least  coDTinee  them  of  the  oeeeasitf  of  acting 
ess  barbarously,  for  their  own  safety.  The  gea* 
leman,  no  doubt,  had  heard  of  such  craeTties 
wing  committed  by  those  sarages  as  he  had  men- 
ioned;  but  he  supposed  it  was  while  he  was  por- 
ag  over  his  boolci,  in  bis  closet,  preparing  to 
nake  a  figure  in  forensic  eloquence,  in  which  he 
las  often  distinguished  himself— consequently, 
eft  no  lasting  impressions.  The  ffentleman  de- 
lies  the  right  of  retaliation  on  the  aborigines,  and, 
n  support  of  this  position,  he  says  the  principle 
)f  reraliation  has  nerer  oeen  applied  to  the  tn- 
tians.  TheUj  agreeably  to  this  doctrine,  because 
he  Gtoyernment  has  been  lenient,  and  has  failed 
o  exercise  the  principles  of  retaliation  on  the 
iborigines,  it  has  lost  the  right  Mr.  D,  con* 
ended  that  we  had  the  right  of  retaliation;  that 
he  writers  on  public  law  supported  this  position, 
battel,  a  popular  writer  on  national  law,  sajrs : 
'  When  at  war  with  a  ferocious  nation,  which 
obseryes  no  rules^  and  grants  no  quarters,  they 
may  be  chastised  m  the  persons  of  those  of  them 
who  may  be  taken ;  they  are  of  the  number  of 
the  guilty — and  by  this  rigor  the  attempt  may 
be  made  of  bringing  them  to  a  sense  of  the  laws 
of  humanity."  This  writer  not  only  gives  the 
ight  of  retaliation  on  the  aborigines,  but  eom- 
ietely  covers  the  case  of  the  execution  of  the 
wo  Indian  chiefis  that  the  gentleman  says  makes 
lUmanity  shudder  to  think  of,  when  at  war  with 

ferocious  nation,  which  oraerves  no  rules  and 
rants  no  quarters.  It  appears  that  the  writer 
dust  have  had  his  eye  UfMin  the  8emiaole  tribe ; 
or,  of  all  the  ferocious  tribes  in  North  America, 
and  they  are  all  of  that  character,)  the  Semi- 
loles  stand  foremost  in  ferocity  and  cruelty. 
[*hey  may  be  chastised  in  the  persons  of  those  of 
liem  who  may  be  taken ;  they  are  of  the  number 
f  the  guilty. 

Those  two  chiefs  were  not  only  of  the  guilty, 
ut  were  the  very  guilty;  they  headed  the  party 
hat  inhumanly  murdered  Lieutenant  Scott  and 
is  party,  amounting  to  nearly  forty  persons,  men, 
romeo,  and  children.  Those  two  chiefs  who 
Kuse  so  much  sympathy,  were  the  very  ones 
lat  took  the  four  mfanu  by  the  heels  and  dashed 
ut  their  brains  against  the  side  of  the  boat.  The 
entleman,  in  order  to  make  his  remarks  more 
athetic,  says,  what  1  hang  an  Indian  ?  Yes,  Mr. 
K  said,  he  would  hang  an  Indian,  or  even  a  Bri- 
>o,  who  would  commit  such  barbarous  acts  as 
>  take  infants  by  the  heels  and  dash  their  brains 
ut  against  the  side  of  a  boat,  or  the  instigator  of 
och  cruelties,  for  he  considered  the  instigator 
rorse  than  the  perpetrator.  But  the  gentleman 
bjects  to  the  treat^f  made  by  General  Jackson, 
rith  the  Creek  Indians,  and  considers  it  rather 
isgraceful  to  the  Qovernment.  He  says  a  more 
ietatorial  spirit  cannot  be  expressed,  than  is 
manifested  throughout  the  treaty. 

Mr.  D.  said  the  Creeks  were  a  conquered  na- 
100,  we  had  a  right  to  dictate  the  terms  of  the 
eaty.    The  law  of  nations  gives  us  a  right  to 
nnuneration  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  carried  I 
a  against  them,  and  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  | 


if  all  we  acquired  bv  the  treaty  was  more  thau 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  war  against 
themi  But  if  the  treatv  is  examined,  it  will  be 
found  that  humanity  had  an  agency  in  it;  it  will 
be  found  that,  as  their  situation  was  rather  a  des- 
perate one,  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  na- 
tion, in  conseouence  of  the  war,  that  we  agreed 
to  furnish,  and  actually  did  furnish,  them  pro- 
visions for  a  season.  He  had  the  greatest  confi- 
dence in  the  gentleman's  treaty-making  powers. 
He  was  pleased  with  his  conduct  while  at  Ghent, 
but  he  rejoiced  that  the  ^ntleman  was  not  in 
place  of  General  Jackson,  in  making  the  Creek 
treaty,  for,  if  he  had  been,  judging  from  his  own 
declarations,  he  suspeoteo  that  the  boundary  of 
the  Creek  nation  would  be  the  same  that  it  was 
previous  to  the  war,  and  that  we  would  have 
nothing  for  the  toil,  difficulty,  and  loss  of  blood, 
but  the  privilege  of  paying  the  expense  of  the 
war. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cobb)  asks 
if  General  Wayne  retaliated,  in  his  campaign  of 
17901  Mr.  D.  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
in  consequence  of  his  situation,  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  superior  information  in  relation  to  the 
expedition,  and  had  tendered  himself  to  answer 
questions  when  asked  by  either  side.  Mr.  D.  was 
there  himself,  and  knew  somethinff  of  the  trans- 
actions. He  would  answer  no.  GKueral  Wayne 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  retaliate,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  Frenchman,  who  was  taken  within  our 
lines  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  and  who  was  con- 
demned to  die,  but  was  released,  as  he  under- 
stood, in  consequence  of  giving  the  General 
important  information,  and  agreeing  to  exercise 
his  influence  with  the  IndianS|to  induce  them  to 
come  in  and  form  a  treaty.  They  did  come,  in 
the  ensuing  season,  and  the  Treaty  of  Green  vtUe 
was  made.  But,  from  the  personal  knowledge 
which  he  had  of  General  Wayne,  together  with  a 
knowledge  of  his  character  for  firmness,  he  had 
no  besiution  in  believing,  that  if  the  Gkneral  had 

fot  hold  of  the  principal  instiffator  of  the  war, 
Simoa  Gerty)  that  he  would  have  strung  him 
up  on  the  first  convenient  tree ;  in  which  he  be- 
lieved the  General  would  have  been  justified  bf 
his  Gh)d  and  his  coontrjr.  The  gentleman  asks 
vou,  in  rather  an  exulting  manner,  if  General 
Macomb  were  to  act  against  the  British  in  the 
same  way  General  Jackson  has  against  the  Span* 
iards,  would  you  not  disavow  the  act,  recall  the 
G«neral,  and  punish  him  ?  To  which  I  answer, 
no,  if  the  cases  were  similar.  But,  whv  ask  this 
question?  There  Is  no  analcyy  in  the  cases; 
they  are  entirely  irrelevant.  He  would  ask  that 
gentleman,  if  we  had  a  treaty  existing  with  Brit- 
ain similar  to  the  one  we  had  with  Spain  1  Are 
the  British  bound  by  treaty  to  keep  a  sufficient 
force  to  restrain  their  Indians  from  committing 
hostilities  on  the  United  States?  Certainly  not. 
Then,  why  ask  this  question  1  It  could  not,  he 
presumed,  be  by  way  of  insinuation  that  we  were 
afraid  to  treat  the  British  in  the  way  we  would 
another  nation.  Justice  is  the  basis  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. We  are  as  ready  to  do  justice  to  oth- 
ers as  we  are  to  compel  others  to  do  justice  to  as* 
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We  raeenUy  declared  war  agaiaat  Briiaio,  and 
drubbed  her  deeendf  both  hj  land  aad  tea,  till 
we  brought  her  to  a  sense  of  jostice.  He  Yoted 
for  that  war,  and  he  would  not  hesitate  to  do  it 
agaia  under  similar  cixeumstafices,  and  to  i>arti- 
eipate  in  it,  when  cireumstances  would  permit,  as 
he  had  done  on  a  former  oeeasioo.  Mr.  D.  eon- 
tended  that  we  had  giTen  Spain  no  legal  eanae  for 
war,  and  he  was  not  apprchensiTe  that  they  would 
consider  the  coaduet  of  our  army  in  Florida 
a  cause  of  war,  unless  they  were  led  to  it  by  the 
speeches  delivered  in  this  House,  in  which  gen- 
tlemen have  taken  great  pains  to  throw  ibis  Gov- 
ernment in  all  instances  in  the  wrong.  Indeed, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Fdioab) 
has,  after  saying  everything  he  could  to  put  this 
Government  in  the  wron^,  undertaken  thej^irtt* 
fication  of  those  incendiaries  Nicholls  and  Wood- 
bine, and  their  immediate  successors  Arbuthuot 
and  Ambrister.  If  Spain  should  think  proper  to 
make  it  a  cause  of  war,  perhaps  it  would  be  the 

Seediest  wav  that  we  could  obtain  restitution  for 
e  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  she  owes 
us,  for  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce ; 
for  the  obtaining  of  which,  neffotiaiion  has  been 
carried  on  for  fourteen  ir^ars,  tiu  patience  is  nearly 
exhausted.  East  Florida  would  compensate  us, 
and  would  speedily  fall  into  our  hands,  if  they 
were  simple  enough  to  make  the  proceedings  in 
Florida  cause  of  war. 

One  word  by  way  of  noticing  some  remarks 
that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Stobrs,)  whose  manner  and  expressions 
put  me  in  mind  of  high  partv  times  a  short  time 

Srevious  to  and  durinff  the  uite  war  with  Great 
Ititain.  They  went  mr  in  contradietiag  decla- 
rations of  some  of  his  political  friends  that  there 
was  nothing  like  party  in  this  House.  The  gen- 
tleman stated  that  a  universal  glow  of  indigna- 
tion was  nmnifestcd  when  the  documents  in 
relation  to  the  trial  and  execution  of  Arbothaot 
and  Ambrister  were  read.  Mr.  D.  appealed  to 
the  Chairman,  to  say  if  this  was  tbe  fact ;  he 
appealed  to  the  whole  House,  to  say  if  they  dis- 
covered anything  like  a  glow  of  indignation.  He 
said  he  was  compelled  to  pronounce  it  not  the 
fact ;  that  his  eyes  were  wide  open,  and  he  made 
no  such  a  discovery ;  and  he  was  astonished  that 
any  member  could  stand  up  and  make  such  a 
statement  in  the  fiice  of  the  House.  He  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  notice  and  contradict  the  state- 
ment, lest  improper  impressions  might  be  made 
on  the  public.  So  far  from  its  being  the  fact,  he 
believed  that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
House  justified  the  Cteneral  in  ordering  the  exe- 
cution of  those  incendiaries. 

The  gentleman  says  that  General  Jacksoa 
made  peace  by  destroying  the  people  and  devas- 
tating the  Greek  country.  The  gentleman  has 
let  out  the  secret-^General  Jackson  has  done  too 
much ;  he  has  destroyed  too  many  of  our  c^ne- 
mies,  and  therefore  he  must  so  down  ;  his  repu- 
tation must  be  tarnished,  his  cnaraoter  prostrated. 
The  man  who  has  been  our  shield  and  buckler 
throughout  two  wars,  and  has  rendered  for  the 
Government  incalculable  services,  must  be  paid 


with  kigimtitude*  Tea,  General  JacjkscskasbMi 
a  dangerous  man  among  our  enenini  both  «^ 
and  red ;  and  he  hoped  that  he  migbt  lifelnf 
to  be  a  terror  to  th^.  The  gcntlMtts  rekkti 
that  the  Military  CoiiUBittee  hsd  tl»  iadep» 
deuce  to  report  censure  against  theQe&efsL  Nt 
doubt  but  M  reioices;  and  he  wooldRJoieeit^ 
more,  if  he  could  by  bis  argument  pfnoade  tk 
House  to  sustain  the  report.  Bat  ia  ibit  he  viii 
miss  a  figure ;  for,  notwithstandiag  the  fonoi^ 
stand  gentlemen  have  mnde  agpuut  Geocnl 
Jackson,  on  mere  imaginnry  groaodi,|ndDni 

Sa  kind  of  technical  nicety,  ihev  vid  oot  be 
le  to  ruffle  a  siAgle  laurel  on  hisbmr.  Mr.D. 
said  that  he  rejoiced,  too,  that  tbe  mio«iiT  of 
the  Military  Committee  {three  out  of  sera)  hid 
the  independence  to  enter  up  thetr  piotesiipnA 
the  report  of  the  four  that  censured  tmu  who 
had  been  the  protector  of  his  country's  rigkis,aid 
the  avenger  of  its  wrongs;  which  protntvudf 
a  character  calculated  to  meet  tbe  approbitii««f 
a  grateful  people,  who  are  not  di^Kwdtopiit 
man  with  ingratitude  for  rendeiiag  impootf 
services*  Mr.  D.  said,  the  Geaeial'i  leisoDs  ia 
support  of  his  acts  had  been  objceled  lo.  Wkit 
had  we  to  do  with  his  reasons?  We  lave  to 
look  to  his  ada  Acta  apeak  louder  ihu  ve^: 
bv  his  acts  he  has  pot  down  a  feiocioas  eaeaf, 
closed  a  cruel  and  vindictive  war,aDdgireBp(iR 
to  our  frontiers.  His  reasons  were  bU  om ;  ni 
although  he  wne  not  disposed  lo  be  gorenidlf 
them,  always  taking  tbe  privilege  of  retm^ 
for  himself;  yet  he  had  no  doubt,  if  Uie  GcBenl 
were  permitted  to  be  present,  that  he  cooidn^ 
port  thorn.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  aeqatiated  fill 
hie  talents,  and  had  often  been  not  only  edild 
by  bis  eloquence,  but  sometimes  elecUiied.  Br 
believed  this  mode  of  proceedinc  to  be  oifio; 
anjnst,  and  uaconstitutional.  Unfsiri  beoM 
delicacy  prevented  the  General  from  Imriiyt^ 
debates  i  uiyust,  because  he  is  not  allowed  tbe 
privilege  of  defending  himself;  uneoBstiiauon^ 
because  no  section  nor  clause  of  the  CoBfunQ* 
can  be  found  to  justify  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  General  Wsshtogtoeni 
blamed  by  many  iot  ordering  the  eiecoiwe  e 
Major  Andre.  But  who  were  they  tbii  Uifl« 
him?  *Not  (be  friends  of  liberty;  aot  tite $9- 
porters  of  the  Revolniion ;  not  the  Whigi.  «*'f 
they  rejoiced  that  the  General  had  tiie  fraM» 
to  direct  the  execution,  as  an  esnvple  t<  "!*^ 
time  wu  alMmportant.  But  it  was  tbe  «>»"» 
of  liberty  and  tbe  friends  of  Britaia,  tite  Tone*; 
who  blamed  General  Washingtoa.  Q^bou 
Jackson  is  now  censured  by  many  foi  ^^^ 
the  execution  of  two  incendianeii,  Arbtttuw 
and  Ambrister,  who  caused,  by  their  keUuttD** 
chinations,  numbers  of  innocent  iahsbiUDU  u 
fall  by  the  tomahawk  of  cruel  savsgeiL  Bef  v|J 
censures  him  7  Not,  he  trusted,  a  majoritr « 
this  House.  No,  thank  God,  the  Represeotiuref 
of  a  free  and  enlightened  people  sie  aot  yet  F 
pared  to  verify,  what  has  always  bees  sudj 
the  enemies  of  liberty,  that  it  is  characterise 
with  republics  to  be  ungratefuL  .  i 

Mr.  Ci^T  then  took  the  floor  io  defeseeo^ue 
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moiid  lie  bad  already  oeeupled ;  aod  bad  spoken 
SiDt  a  short  time,  when,  at  a  late  hoar,  a  motion 
to  adjourn  the  debate  was  made,  and  carried  by 
a  small  majority  ;  and  the  House  adjoarned.  * 


MoMDAT,  February  8. 

Mr.  8mith,  of  bfaryland,  from  the  CoflMttittee 
of  Way  8  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  in  alteration  of,  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
laying  a  daty  on  imported  salt,  mating  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain TCMele  employed  in  the  fisheries  f  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  commit- 
fcd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  aet,  entitled 
*^An  aoi  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1799. 

Mr.MAKR,from  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  Ist  instant  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  authorize  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  Tacant  and  unappropriated  land 
within  the  same,'  passed  the  18ih  of  ApriJ,  1806  f 
whieli  was  read  twice,  and  orderea  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to«>morrow. 

A  Meesage  was  received  on  Saturday  last  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
applications  which  have  been  received  from  the 
Minister  Resident  of  Prussia,  and  from  the  Sen^ 
ates  of  the  free  and  Hanseatic  cities  of  Hamburg 
and  Bremen,  the  object  of  which  is,  that  the  ad' 
vantages  secured  by  the  act  of  Coneress  of  the 
90th  of  April  last,  to  the  vessels  and  merchan* 
disc  of  the  Netherlands,  should  be  extended  to 
those  of  Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
aaadry  documents  containing  the  information 
(as  far  aa  it  oan  now  be  furnished)  required  by 
the  rcaokitioa  of  the  16th  ultimo,  in  relation  to 
the  traeia  of  lands  reserved  for  thie  esublishment 
of  towna  in  the  Alabama  Territory ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPBAUa  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  trans- 
mittittff  information  required  by  the  resolution  c^ 
the  2dtli  of  April  last  requiring  him  to  report 
what  further  improvement  it  may  be  practicable 
to  make  in  the  tariff  duties  on  imported  goods, 
dbc,  by  charging  specific  duties  instead  of  ad  va- 
lorem duties. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  SpfiAKBK  laid  before  the  House  a  memo- 
rial of  William  Jones,  late  President  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  containing  an  exposition  of 
the  views  and  motives  which  have  regulated  his 
official  conduct,  and  submitting  his  case  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  Congress,  in  the  full  con- 
fidence that  his  reputation  will  not  be  subjected 
to  obloquy,  by  inferences  alike  repugnant  to  his 


principles  and  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his  private 
and  public  life;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.    The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  honorable  the  House  of  BepEosentatives  of  the 
United  States,  the  Memoiisl  of  WiUiam  Jones,  late 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  rs- 
spectfully  showeth : 

That  yonr  memorialist  hss,lbx  some  lime  past,  been 
afBioted  with  a  severe  diiesse»  which*  until  the  presoit 
momenty  has  preolnded  the  preparation  of  the  papeis 
which  1^  has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  in  ezpUnation 
of  the  testimony,  touching  his  private  concerns,  whi4i 
was  delivered  to  the  committee  appointed  by  your  hon- 
orable House  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  that  your  memoriaUst,  so- 
licitous to  exhibit  these  transactions  in  their  trae  lighl, 
and  to  submit  his  public  condact  to  the  candid  scruti- 
ny of  your  honorable  body,  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the 
statement  of  his  private  transactions  in  the  stock  of 
the  bank,  which  he  delivered  to  your  committee,  and 
to  the  statement  of  fiicts,  and  the  documents  theielo 
annexed,  herewith  submitted,  which  he  trasts  wiH  es- 
tablish the  lawftthiess  and  innocence  of  these  tranaao- 
tions;  that  the  only  stock  which  yonr  menorialist  sold 
to  profiti  was  the  two  contracts  mentioned  in  his  state- 
ment to  your  committee,  which  contracts  were  sold  tP 
a  director  of  the  bank,  who  was  not  likely  to  become 
the  dupe  of  artificial  measures,  to  enhance  the  valve 
of  the  stock ;  that  the  shares  which'yonr  memerialiit 
subsequently  disposed  of,  in  order  to  meet  his  enga^^ 
ments,  were  sold  at  great  loss ;  that  the  whole  amount 
of  stock  which  he  now  actually  holds,  as  stated  lo 
your  committee,  cost  him  9150  per  share,  and,  if 
valued  at  the  reduced  prices,  the  resnlt  of  his  enliiB 
stodi  transactions  will  exhibit  a  very  heavy  loss ;  that 
in  this  amount  are  included  l/)70  shares,  now  pledged 
in  London,  (the  sale  of  which  is  to  this  day  restrietad 
to  £3i  sterling  per  share^)  ibr  the  payment  of  a  loa» 
which  he  negotiated,  in  order  to  avoid  borrowing  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  of  which  he  hae  «o 
loan  vrhatever ;  nor  is  he  indebted  or  rssponeiUe  to 
that  institution,  either  on  his  own  account  or  tot  aqj 
other  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  a  cent;  that  he 
has  held  the  stock  which  he  now  holds,  daring  the 
progressive  decline  in  the  price,  while  he  Ims  bean 
earnestly  engaged,  in  his  official  capacity,  in  proai^ 
ting  all  thoss  messares  of  precaution  and  of  expeoee 
incurred  by  the  importation  of  specie,  which  were  in^ 
diipensabie  to  the  sa6ty  of  the  institution,  but  which 
it  wss  clearly  fiireseen  would  diminisb  the  poofils  sad 
dividends  of  the  bank,  and  greatly  depress,  at  least  Iw 
a  time,  the  price  of  its  stock.    Your  memorialist  fea- 
ther declares,  that  his  dealings  in  the  stock  of  the  bank 
were  fbnnded  upon  his  confidence  in  the  prosperi^ 
end  productiveness  of  the  institution,  in  the  msi^ 
important  advantages  which,  if  fairly  enjoyed,  he  be^ 
lieved  it  to  possess  over  many  other  institutions,  the 
market  value  of  whose  stock  spproximated  to  the  high- 
est rates  which  thst  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  attained ;  and  in  fiie  recollection  of  the  fact,  that, 
towards  the  dose  of  the  charter  of  the  old  bank,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  sold  to  Mr.  Baring 
tiie  whole  of  the  public  shares,  st  the  rate  of  $680  per 
share  ;  that  in  regard  to  his  pablie  conduct,  as  a  di- 
rector of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  your  memo- 
rialist does    most   solemnly  assare  yoor  honorable 
House,  that  he  has  been  actuated  by  the  purest  mo- 
tives, and  withperleet  fidelity,  diligence,  and  zeal,  has 
employed  his  best  facalties  and  judgment  in  promo- 
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ting  fuch  meafimi  as  he  beUflved,  «t  the  timet  were 
hmi  calculated  to  advance  the  intercet  of  the  pahlic, 
and  of  the  institotion ;  that  the  private  tranaactiona 
which  have  attracted  the  animadveniona  of  your  com- 
t  tnittee,  have  in  no  wise  inflaenced  his  judgment  or 
•decision  upon  the  important  measures  in  which,  as  a 
•dbector,  he  has  participated ;  and  that  the  reasons  and 
motives  assigned  in  his  written  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  your  committee,  touching  the  pro- 
eeeding^  of  the  bank,  and  those  which  are  recorded  in 
the  minutes  and  correspondence  of  the  hoard  of  di- 
rectors, are  the  true  and  only  motives  by  which  he 
has  been  governed  in  his  official  conduct;  that,  in  ad- 
vocating the  loans  on  the  pledge  of  stock,  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  additional  consideration  that  the  ori- 
ginal constitution  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  com- 
prehended twenty-eight  millions  funded  debt,  and 
seven  millions  in  money,  whereas,  by  the  rise  of  fonded 
debt  to  and  above  its  par  value,  so  large  an  amount  of 
the  latter  was  substituted  for  the  former,  by  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  bank,  and  so  large  a  sum  redeemed  by 
the  Government,  and  sold  by  the  bank  to  procure  spe- 
cie, as  to  create  an  aggregate  of  upwards  of  twenty 
milliolis  of  dollars  in  money,  substituted  for  so  mucL 
of  the  funded  debt  part  of  the  capital ;  hence  your  me- 
morialist, considering  the  extreme  facility  which  bank 
accommodation  had  given  to  over-trading,  and  its  con- 
sequent eflect  upon  mercantile  credit,  believed  that  at 
ieaat  ten  millions  of  dollars,  loaned  on  the  pledge  of 
stocks,  would  best  fulfil  the  original  design  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  leave  as  large  an  amount  of  moneyed 
capital  as  could  be  safelv  loaned  on  perM>nal  security ; 
and  this  belief  has  not  been  impaired  by  the  reault  of 
his  observation  in  regard  to  the  existing  loans  of  the 
bank,  which,  according  to  the  documents  before  your 
honorable  House,  are  in  the  proportion  of  about  twen- 
ty-seven millions  in  bills  and  notes  resting  upon  per- 
sonal security  alone,  to  nine  millions  on  notes  of  hand, 
secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock. 

With  this  brief  exposition  of  the  views  and  motives 
which  have  regulated  his  official  conduct,  your  me- 
morialist, with  profound  respect,  submits  his  case  to 
your  wisdom  and  justice,  in  Ml  confidence  that  his 
reputation  will  not  be  subjected  to  obloquy,  by  infer- 
ences alike  repugnant  to  his  principles  and  to  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  private  and  public  life— a  life,  the 
firat  perils  and  privations  of  which  are  identified  with 
those  of  his  country  in  the  darkest  period  of  her  Rev- 
olutionary struggle,  as  his  late  faithful  services  in  a 
highly  responsible  trust  are,  with  her  recent  and  not 
less  momentous  contest  Your  memorialist  moreover 
reposes,  with  conscious  rectitude  and  tranquillity,  in 
the  belief;  that,  when  truth  shall  have  penetrated 
(hrough  the  mist  of  prejudice  which  has  obscured  the 
services  and  merits  of  the  institution  in  which  he  had 
die  honor  to  preside,  public  sentiment  will  award  to 
those  who  have  managed  its  critical  concerns  that 
justice  which  b  now  withheld. 

W.  JONES. 

Phikadilyhia,  Feb,  6,  1819. 

[The  documents  accomptDyiog  the  abore  let- 
ter eoDsiat  of  a  statement  by  Mr.  JooeSi  and  copies 
of  hiv  contracts  for  stock  and  transfer  of  the 
«ame.] 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair, 
on  this  subject.  I 


Mr.  Clat  resumed  the  floor,  and  cotM 
the  reply  which  he  commenced  on  Satordiyi 
gentlemen  who  had  defended  the  tniuaeaoQsii 
question.  In  the  course  of  his  remarb,  Mr.  C 
suggested  to  the  mover  of  the  amendttory  r» 
lutioDs  (Mr.  Cobb)  the  proprietj  of  loehamoi- 
ification  thereof  as  woaid,  he  hoped,  aaltc  ik 
conflicting  opinions  of  memben^  and  eatblctk 
House  to  agree  in  its  Tote. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  rose  md  aid,  tbatb 
saw  the  impatience  of  the  House,  aad  bev  titej 
were  anxious  to  dispose  of  the  resQlotraii  wkiA 
had  been  so  many  days  the  subject  of  dtteossioB; 
consequently,  he  would  not  detain  tkeiD-(iu>ii|^ 
having  failed  in  several  attempts  togeltktfloar 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  debate,  he  bdaUitif 
declined  making  any  renMirks  whateTet-ihttbe 
then  rose  more  with  a  view  of  expieaiikg  u 
opinion,  and  of  presenting  a  few  faeti,  t^^ 
had  escaped  the  observation  of  other  genilfiffln, 
than  any  desire  or  intention  of  entering  QpoB  tie 
subject  at  large. 

I  have,  said  he,  considered  the  resoltuois. 
with  all  the  attention  I  was  capable  of  girl^ 
them ;  and,  if  I  had  believed  the  measua  pu- 
sued  unconstitutional  in  them^dve^orbtrbuMi 
or  unjust  in  their  ezecntion,  I  shoald  btreRTis- 
ited  them  upon  the  perpetratois  withtlmTT 
vengeance;  but,  so  far  from  this,m]riAqnirfhi 
led  me  to  believe,  they  are,  and  can  he,  war 
tained,  upon  every  principle  of  jo8tiee,afi(lik 
long  established    usages  of  this  GoreroDOt' 
And,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  it  is  with  not  t  little  i& 
prise  I  hear  the  advocates  of  theie  letolBtioM 
disagreeing  among  themselves— scarce  uytn 
holding  the  same  opinion. 
^    The  honorable  Committee  on  Militirj  Afiin 
have  had  all  the  documenu  relative  to  uie^ 
inole  war  before  them  for  wedo,  andat  ItstseiBd 
upon  the  objectionable  point,  and  reported  iio' 
olution  disapproving  the  trial  and  eiceoti(»« 
Alexander  Arbathnot  and  Robert  G.  AnbrsM- 
There  was  an  end  to  answer,  and  this  tfum 
broad  enough,  other  resolutions  tre  oi!ertt,is 
amendments,  to  enlarge  the  chance  of  own- 
ing some  success.    One  gentleman  ^^^^ 
ground,  and  insists  that  the  war  wsi  ^^ 
y  us ;  that  it  was  an  aggression  wwf^ 
and  all  the  proceedings  resolting  ffom  i(  ^ 
unjust  and  unconstitutional.    Oneotbrg^o^ 
man  does  not  quite  believe  the  war  wv  v^^ 
by  us,  but  believes  the  whole  of  the  tonUm 
ought  to  obtain— that  General  Jacksoio?''^*' 
able  throughout.    One  other  admits  ibe  ]vm 
of  the  sentence  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ab^'^^'^^^J.'^ 
vehemently  condemns  the  capture  of  ^^^ 
and  Pensacola.    Again— it  is  admitted  m  v^ 
execution  of  these  men  were  just  sad  prop^rits 
so  with  the  capture  of  8l  Marks;  7«V^n 
no  justification  in  the  affair  of  Peasaeoli.  ^^ 
other  honorable  gentleman  finds  nothioK  ^^^' 
cose  but  the  execution  of  Ambriscer.  Us( 
all,  the  gentleman  from  Massachoietts(Mr.r^ 
LBR)  calls  the  war  an  aggression  on  our  Pj 
that  it  was  unconstitutional ;  that  its  pr»e<:""^ 
was  unjust;  the  capture  of  St.  Mirks^*^*"**^^ 
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and  the  Barancas,  an  infraction  of  the  Const! t a* 
tion— «  war  with  Spain ;  the  execution  of  these 
iaeendiaries,  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  ; 
and  has  even  ffone  so  far  as  to  justify  the  erection 
of  the  neg^ro  fort,  for  the  reason  that  Spain  was 
too  weak  to  prevent  it. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  honorable  committee,  in  their 
calm  retirement,  a  thoosand  miles  from  the  scene 
of  action,  and  months  after  it  happened,  coald 
have  discovered,  from  the  docomeots,  any  "  abso- 
lute necessitv''  for  the  execution  of  tnese  wretch- 
ed men,  we  have  a  rieht  to  infer  that  such  a  re- 
port would  not  have  been  framed  by  them ;  but 
the  General,  who  was  there  encompassed  by 
enemies,  death,  and  devastation,  judged  wrongs, 
and  deserves  the  heavy  censures  of  his  country. 
There  has  been  so  much  said  upoii  this  subject, 
such  various  and  conflicting  opmion  among  the 
advocates  of  the  propositions,  all  diverging  from 
the  long  established  maxims  and  usages  of  this 
Government,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  pursue  them, 
without  first  inquiring  what  has  been  the  course 
pursued  by  preceding  administrations,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances. 

In  reverting  to  the  transactions  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, it  will  be  found,  that,  so  long  ago  as 
the  year  1789,  difficulties  and  war  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  took  place  $  and  the  then  President, 
Wasbinqton,  felt  himself  authorized  in  taking 
measures  to  defend  the  people  of  the  South  and 
West  from  their  hostile  incursions,  and  advised 
Congress,  at  their  next  session,  of  the  steps  he 
had  taken.  That  Congress  thought  the  measures 
kiffhly  commendable  and  proper. 

In  the  year  1790,  we  find  the  same  Washington 
complaining  grievously  of  hostile  irruptions  of 
certain  banditti  of  Indians  north  west  of  the  Ohio,  ' 
aided  by  some  on  the  Wabash ;  that  the  country 
was  no  longer  in  safety  on  that  whole  frontier. 
He  ordered  one  of  the  generals  to  march  an  army 
against  them,  which  army  was  composed  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  combined  with  such 
draughts  of  the  militia  as  were  deemed  sufficient. 
When  this  communication  was  made,  no  mur- 
mur was  heard. 

In  1791  difficulties  and  war  with  the  Indians 
^yottd  the  Ohio  again  commenced  ;  troops  were 
ordered  to  march  against  them,  and  Congress  was 
informed  that  some  of  the  ex^ditions  had  been 
crowned  with  success;  that  in  other  instances 
^^a  troops  were  then  in  the  field,  the  issue  at 
that  time  not  known.  Congress  again  approved. 
Another  proof  of  this  sanctioned  method  of  con- 
ducting this  species  of  war,  is  given  us  in  the 
[ransactions  or  the  year  1792,  when  the  Indians 
^yond  the  Ohio  were  in  arms;  the  Chickamagas 
to  the  South  had  come  to  an  open  rupture. 
Troops  were  assembled,  and  put  in  training  for 
^  vigorous  campaign ;  this,  too,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  Congress,  who  complained  not  of 
^ityviolation  of  rij^ht,  or  usurpation  of  power. 

Were  I  to  mention  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1793,  used  every  pos- 
aible  means  in  his  power  to  avoid  war  with  the 
Indians,  but, finding  them  fruitless  and  unavailing, 
ordered  an  army  to  march  and  act  ofiensively,  I 


should  say  no  more  than  is  known  to  every  gen- 
tleman in  this  House ;  and  I  presume  I  should 
likewise  say  no  more  than  is  known  to  them, 
were  I  to  say,  when  the  communication  was 
made  to  Congress  they  approved  the  procedure. 
Whence,  sir,  I  may  be  authorized  in  asserting, 
that  no  other  opinions  have  ever  been  entertained 
of  the  correctness  of  the  mode  of  conducting  In- 
dian hostilities,  from  the  origin  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  the  present  time,  than  those  which  direct- 
ed in  the  late  contest;  which  ought  at  least  to 
be  some  apology  with  those  who  think  the  Con- 
stitution has  been  disregarded,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities.  And  how  a  different  opinion 
came  now  to  be  entertained,  though  we  have 
passed  through  some  years  of  sorrowful  expe- 
rience, is  more  than  conjecture. 

That  a  doubt  on  this  subject  existed  for  a  short 
time,  with  one  member  of  the  Government,  is 
admitted ;  but  that  doubt  was  dissipated,  when 
the  true  situation  of  the  Indians  came  to  be  con- 
sidered. The  United  States,  feeling  liberty,  and 
actuated  by  principles  of  benevolence  alone,  ex- 
tended to  these  people  every  privilege,  and  all 
the  rights  of  an  independent  nation,  whicii  could 
be  done  consistent  with  their  own  safety,  and  the 
condition  in  which  themselves  were  left  by  the 
long  course  of  European  policy  under  which 
they  had  suffered.  And  I  presume  it  is  not  doubt- 
ed that,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  when  these 
United  States  took  up  arms  against  Great  Britain, 
and  conquered  the  country  from  her,  compriseo 
within  the  limits  assigned  to  us  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  in  1783,  thev  likewise  conquered  those 
Indians  who  were  the  allies  of  Bogland,  bloody 
and  revenseful  then,  as  upon  a  more  recent  oc* 
casion ;  full  as  much  so  as  the  most  sanguinary 
Briton  could  desire.  I  am  much  surprised  to 
hear  gentlemen  now  talk  of  concessions — their 
rights  and'  independence.  Were  these  conces- 
sions complete  ?  Was  it  ever  supposed  by  any 
to  be  so,  or  ever  intended  t(f  be  so?  We  are 
now  told,  as  a  proof  of  their  independence,  that 
we  make  treaties  with  them.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  heard  the  doctrine,  though,  without 
doubt,  many  weigh tv  reasons  nave  led  to  that 
conclusion.  The  United  States  have  always 
observed  that  ceremony,  and  permitted  treaties 
to  be  made  with  different  tribes,  as  one  of  the 
best  means  of  conciliating  their  favor,  and  main- 
taining our  peaceful  relations  undisturbed;  as 
they  have  never  been  permitted  to  treat  with 
any  but  the  United  States,  or  some  Indian  tribe. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  they  declare  war,  and  are 
not  guilty  of  treason  in  doing  so.  Was  it  not 
rather  because  they  were  totally  incapable  of 
appreciating  the  restraints  of  civilized  men^  that 
they  were,  in  this  respect,  permitted  to  fangle 
their  own  destinies?  Have  not  the  United  States 
ever  claimed  jurisdiction  over  their  country, 
as  contained  within  the  limits  of  the  Union  ? 
And  when  a  proposition  was  made  at  Ghent  to 
place  it  on  a  different  footing,  some  gentlemen 
then  felt  great  indignation  at  the  idea.  None  will 
doubt,  I  imagine,  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
having  always  been  in  force  throughout  their 
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eountsf,  the  laws  of  the  lodUns  only  extending 
to  Indians  within  their  assigned  territory.    If  we 

S\  back,  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to 
e  discovery  of  this  Continent  bv  Europeans, 
when  it  was  chartered  away  by  the  monarchs 
of  that  country,  down  to  the  present  time,  we 
find  they  neither  arc^  nor  ever  have  been,  inde- 
pendent. 

Bat,  sir,  granting  the  question  in  as  full  and 
as  broad  an  extent  as  gentlemen  might  desire, 
can  it  be  i>resamed  the  forces  of  the  Republic 
are  to  remain  idle  spectators— see  hostile  incur- 
sions take  ])laee*-^men,  women,  and  children,  put 
to  death,  without  marching  to  defend  them,  until 
Congress  shall  authorize  them  to  protect  the 
helpless,  and  secure  themselves?  Suppose  that 
Power,  with  which  we  are  doomed,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  again  to  contend  with,  in  the  bloody 
field  of  death,  should  unexpectedly,  as  it  will  be 
when  it  does  come,  declare  war  sigainst  us :  is 
the  President  to  permit  the  ships  of  war  and  the 
forces  to  lie  idle,  until  Congress  can  be  convened 
from  all  parts  of  this  Union  to  declare  war  in 
mm  ?  Tet  this  is  the  effect  of  that  doctrine. 
This  Constitution  is  not  of  such  leaden  mate- 
rials ;  it  never  was  intended ;  it  cannot  abridge 
the  first  great  clause  of  the  constitution  of  man 
himself,  written  upon  his  heart  by  the  hand  of 
Omnipotence — "preserve  yourself/'  The  wis- 
dom of  this  instrument  is  acknowledged;  the 
feelings  of  the  hoary  say es  of  the  Revolution, 
blanched  in  the  field,  amid  embattled  l^ions.  is 
appreciated;  and  the  doctrines  of  liberty, moulded 
into  form,  in  this  instrument,  will  be  preserved ; 
and  to  pursue,  at  this  day,  a  course  which  them- 
selves pursued,  ought  to  screen  us  from  the 
charge  of  dangerous  innovation,  or  usurpation  of< 
Dower.  I  would  ask^  who  there  is  among  us  that 
does  not  recollect  the  disasters  of  Qenerai  St. 
Clairi  and  the  anxiety  of  every  individual  for  the 
success  of  Qenerai  Wayne?  And  who  is  there 
that  does  not  recollect  the  joyous  enthusiasm  at 
the  news  of  his  victory,  which  ran,  like  an  elec- 
tric stream,  from  one  end  of  this  continent  to 
the  other?  This,  I  believe,  was  about  the  year 
179i;  and,  too,  at  the  instance  of  the  Executive. 
I  believe,  likewise,  that  it  was  about  this  time 
that  troubles  harassed  us  at  the  South— «n  Indian 
war  having  been  excited  by  De  Carondelet,  who 
was  at  that  time  Governor  of  Louisiana.  At  all 
events,  there  was  strong  grounds  to  suspect  him 
for  those  hostilities.  And  for  their  expenses  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  war.  I  believe  it  is,  that 
the  State  of  Georgia  yet  claims  a  debt  due  her 
from  the  United  States  of  perhaps  ftl29.000. 
And.  could  I  recollect  the  arguments  ot  the  hop- 
orable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  he  advocated 
the  Georgia  claim,  with  so  much  ability  and 
zeal,  I  would  use  them  on  the  present  occasion, 
with  perfect  confidence  of  success,  at  all  evenu 
of  gaining  at  least  one  proselyte.  All  was  Con- 
stitutional then-— Executive  power  was  all. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  demand  if  Congress  have 
not,  or,  rather,  I  ought  to  say,  have  not  we,  our- 
selves, sanctioned  this  war,  to  as  great  and  full 


an  extent  as  ever  Congress  sanctioned  uhi« 
war  ?  And  why  is  that  an  evil  aov,  vkid,tt 
the  last  session,  was  encoarsged^siui  migbtUit 
been  prevented  ?  Was  not  the  PieudeDi  ^• 
assed  the  whole  of  last  sessioa  with  eootual 
calls  from  this  House  ?  Did  tkejr  ooi  dl  a 
him  to  know  what  General  Jackion  wasiboit! 
What  measures  he  had  taken  to  pot  u  end  u 
the  Seminole  war  1  Did  they  not  reqaire  tbi 
orders  which  had  been  given  to  Geoeni  Jaeha 
to  be  communicated  to  them  ?  Aid  were  tbej 
not  communicated  1  Surely  all  tiui  oiast  hin 
apprized  (hem  of  the  nature  of  the  nikiuj  opti- 
auoQs  on  the  Florida  frontier.  Ntf,  norf-ndid 
they  not  require  information  relstinioiheaas- 
ner  in  which  that  army  was  supplied!  kdike 
feelings  created  by  the  disclosnre  of  ^«  (w* 
tractor's  conduct  on  that  occasiofi  will  not, i&i 
long  time,  be  forgotten.  To  say  ootkiog  of  lii 
pay  of  the  Georgia  militia  in  that  sfinf  W^ 
been  ineiseased  irom  five  to  eight  doiimnif 
instance  and  management  of  the  geodeoafMi 
Georgia  (Mr.  Cobb.)  At  all  evenly  I  rtmket 
his  pressmg  throueh  this  House  a  raolouoa  u 
that  efiect  in  April  last. 

Now,  sir,  after  these  numerous  acu  of tpftroni; 
after  granting  B»oney,  providi^  mes,  iBoctsiBs 
their  pay;  iaspeotiaf  the  orders  of  the  Pmito 
to  your  Generals^— with  tioie  toactisodiktfvt- 
edge  of  all,  a  measure  of  this  kiDd,tDdaR?iKi 
of  that  nature,  was  not  to  be  expected  frooi  (^ 
House  as  the  reward  of  fidelity  and  zetl. 

If  there  is  censure  anywhere,  it  is  dae  toC* 
gress  for  not  having  performed  their  dttfiK 
the  geatleman  fioos  Pennsylvaais  (Mr.  Hon>'' 
•ON)  admits,  that,  if  there  had  bees  la  aat^ 
ence  such  a  law  as  the  one  contemplated  by  tk« 
resolutions,  he  unquestioQaUy  belieres  Gesn 
Jackson  had  never  execuud  Arbathnottod  Ab- 
brister,  or. captured  the  Spanish  fortresses;  uj 
yet  that  gentleman  would  eensnie  this  Ge^ 
for  doiiig  an  act  which  he  would  aot  ^'^^^ 
had  such  a  law  been  in  existence,  ssd  tiu^^B^ 
a  law  has  never  been  enacted,  cannot  be  tDji«< 
of  General  Jackson's  concern.  Let  Coire* 
themselves  account  for  this  de&cieocf,  v^i<^ 
has.  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  eaued  sk> 
violence  to  the  Constitution.  ^^. 

Mr.  Chairman,  was  it  right  to  ptMthe'H^ 
line?  At  the  last  session  I  do  noi  if^J^ 
have  heard  a  dissenting  voice;  ^^/^ 
manifest  then  that  the  Executive  ^*^,Z 
fleeted,  and  reflected  much,  befoietheSte^ 
of  War  issued  the  order  requiring  Q^rfjT 
to  march  his  army  into  the  Spaoisb  wn«»l ; 
and  then  only  upon  the  recunesce  of  new  »* 


rages.  These  orders  were  as  wtA  ksovo  i^ 
as  at  this  time;  these  outrages  did  oceoriu^ 
sir,  I  must  think,  then  was  the  tim  (oi^ 
House  to  act;  then  was  the  time  w  i"*"P^ 
have  preserved  the  Constitotioo.  Bat, »  ^ 
time,  all  these  measures  were  P''"''^'."^ 
only  efficient  mode  of  putting  sn  end  to  toe 
All  were  then  energetically  disposed  to  P^ 
end  to  those  hostilities  which  iMiassed ^^ 
and  Alabama  with  murder  aod  desolaiK»-  ^ 
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were  thea  diapoMd  lo  do  thtniMlves  ikki  josiice 
which,  bv  tlie  law  of  oatioDs  aod  aatore,  they 
bad  a  rk^ht  to  dOb  As  the  well  kaowo  impo- 
tence ofSpain  almost  pHrecladed  the  hope  of  her 
mainiainiogr  her  aathority  in  that  eovntry,  maeh 
leas  fulfill iag  her  treaty  ohliffatioDs,  which  was 
naaifest  from  her  not  having  nerself  oodertaken 
to  sobdoe  her  Indians  making  this  war  upon  as. 
some  gentlemen  thought  the  order  to  Qeaeral 
Qaines  slow  aod  InefBcient,  which  required  him 
to  halt  his  army,  and  not  to  attack  the  enemy 
Qoder  the  fort  of  St.  Marks  until  he  reported  to 
the  Department  of  War,  and  received  orders  how 
to  proceed;  believinpT)  ixom  the  natuie  of  the 
Treaty  of  1705,  Spam  to  be,  in  that  respect,  an 
ally  of  the  United  States. 

1  will  not  in8ist,as  has  been  dtme  by  ffentlemen 
who  advocate  the  same  side  with  mvself,  that  the 
orders  of  (General  Qaines  were  not  binding  upon 
Ckaerai  Jackson,  believing,  as  1  do,  that  an  order 
isaued  to  an  officer  is  binding  upon  the  next  who 
takes  coBunaad,  thouffh  of  a  nigher  rank,  pro- 
vided that  order  had  been  issued  by  their  com* 
mon  superior.  But  it  appears,  from  the  docu^ 
nenis,  that  Qeneral  Jackson  received  an  order  of 
subsequent  date,  from  the  War  Department,  to 
conduct  the  war  in  Florida  "in  the  manner  be 
might  think  best."  Certainly  the  Secretary  could 
not  have  meant  anything  more  tbaa  that  lie  was 
to  conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  he  should  think 
most  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations.  Con- 
sidering the  peculiar  condition  of  all  the  parties, 
they  could  not  mean  anything  else.  Then  the 
inquiry  is,  has  he  done  so) 

On  assomioff  the  command  at  Fort  Scott,  this 
General  soon  fixed  on  a  plan  for  his  future  oper- 
ations; and,  in  the  course  of  his  march,  pene* 
trating  into  Florida  to  find  the  enemy's  town,  he 
encamped  at  Frospect  Blul^  on  the  old  site  of 
Negro  Fort.  Finding  it  so  entirely  convenient 
as  a  place  of  deposite,  he  erects  Fort  Gadsden, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice,  in  the 
opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  who  justify  the  erec* 
tion  of  N(e^  Fort,  because  Spain  was  not  able 
to  prevent  it,  and  call  that  aa  outrage  which  de- 
stroyed it,  though  there  were  many  hundred  stand 
of  arms,  muoh  powder,  cannon,  dbc,  there,  mani- 
festly destined  to  be  nsed  againat  ihe  United 
States ;  and  the  bnrninff  alive  of  a  prisoner,  and 
the  massacre  of  a  boat's  crew,  might  he  thought 
by  some  a  confirmation  of  that  belief. 

It  was  from  this  place  Qeneral  Jackson  wrote 
to  Qovernor  Masot,  with  all  that  frank  and  open 
manner  to  be  expected  from  an  American  officer, 
who  was  executing  the  orders  of  his  Government 
ia  prosecuting  a  war  which  we  had  been  engaged 
in  through  the  inability  of  Spain  to  wage,  and  in 
the  termination  of  which  both  countries  were 
equally  concerned,  informing  him,  in  the  most 
explicit  terms,  of  his  friendly  inientions,and  only 
aaks  that  provisions  might  be  permitted  to  ascend 
the  Escambia  to  Fort  Crawford.  Was  it  the 
pari  of  a  neutral  nation  to  refuse  that  passage, 
when  perhaps  the  lives  of  part  of  his  troops  de* 
pended  upon  those  supplies  ?  Was  that  the  course 
Spain  ought  to  have  taken  to  fulfil  her  stipula* 


tions?    Under  such  circumstances,  the  law  of 
nations  will  justify  force. 

Hearing  that  the  hostile  Indians  were  imbodied 
at  a  town  called  Miekasuky,  his  march  was  di* 
rected  that  way,  where  a  battle  ensued^-the  issue, 
success.  A  nd  notwithstanding  my  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  MnaoxR)  thinks  the  accounts  of 
those  terrible  massacres  all  vanish  to  nothing 
upon  examining  into  the  subject,  there  was  found 
in  this  village  a  war  pole,  decorated  with  fresh 
scalps,  recognised  by  the  hair  as  torn  from  the 
heads  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and  his  party;  and  in 
the  house  of  Kenhajo,  the  chief  of  that  town, 
were  found  more  than  fifty  others ! 

After  this  battle,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  ene< 
my  had  departed,  whilst  one  party  directed  their 
march  to  Suwanee,  the  other  to  the  fort  of  St. 
Marks«  It  was  then  Captain  Call,  a  gentleman 
I  am  not  acquainted  with,  but  on  inquiry  I  learn 
from  every  source  |hat  he  is  esteemed  a  man  of 
honor,  and  a  brave  and  excellent  officer*»it  was 
then  he  informed  General  Jackson  of  the  message 
of  the  €k>vernor  of  Pensacola.  That  the  fort  of 
St.  Marks  was  weak;. that  demands  had  been 
made  upon  it  for  munitions  of  war  by  the  negroes 
and  Indians ;  that  he  entertained  strong  fears  for 
the  safety  of  the  forL  as  they  had  threatened  to 
seize  it  in  ease  of  refusal.  Moreover,  it  appears 
from  the  documents-^proof,  I  think,  sufficient  of 
itself  to  justify  the  capture  of  that  post — that  the 
Indians  did  obtain  ammunition  and  arms  at  that 
place ;  that  councils  of  war  were  held  in  it  by 
the  enemy,  and  in  the  quarters  of  the  Spanian 
commander;  that  the  property  plundered  Iroea 
the  citizens  of  Okorgia  was  sold  there;  that  jLu- 
eago  did  permit  the  clothes  taken  from  Scoti^ 
party  to  be  sold  to  the  Spanish  soldiery;  and 
even  contracts  were  made  for  the  purchase  of 

Property  that  was  to  be  plundered  from  Qeorgia» 
low,  I  ask.  if  prudence,  justice,  self^fence,  did 
not  demand  the  capture  of  St.  Mariu?  Surely, 
the  Governor  of  Pensacola's  message,  if  it  means 
anything,  was  an  invitation  to  take  possession  of 
it,  even  perhaps  to  prevent  a  development  of  their 
nefarious  conduct. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroiraai 
(Mr.  Lownnae,)  Gleneral  Jackson  was  not  justi* 
ned  in  capturing  St.  Marks,  as  his  saiety  did  not 
depend  upon  occupying  it,  nor  was  it  necessary 
to  his  future  operations,  as  the  enemy  were  din 
parsed  and  scattered,  and  no  one  ever  heard  of 
the  Indians  managing  cannon.  I  hope  I  have  not 
misconceived  that  gentleman ;  I  should  be  sorry 
to  do  so.  But  I  would  ask  if  Ambrister  and  ius 
negroes  could  not  have  managed  artillery ;  and 
was  it  not  those  who  intended  to  do  so,  and  were 
only  prevented  from  having  been  anticipated? 
That  the  commander  of  that  fort  should  show  an 
unwillingness  to  surrender,  was  to  be  expected. 
even  if  1m  had  wished  its  occupancy,  as  he  would 
be  called  on  te  account  for  hi^  conduct  to  his  su» 
perior  officer.  Yet  it  was  war  on  Spain,  and  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  Had  not  that  post 
become  a  party  in  the  war?  Were  not  these 
numerous  acts  sufficient  to  determine  its  charac- 
ter?   Surely,  the  Secretary  of  War,  when  be 
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gave  the  order  to  saspend  farther  operations,  and 
report  the  facts  to  the  Department,  shoold  the 
lodiaDs  take  shelter  under  the  guns  of  the  fort, 
could  oerer  have  imagined  that  fort,  or  any  other 
in  Florida,  to  become  the  magazines  of  the  ene- 
my ;  a  resort  for  arms ;  the  quarters  of  a  Spanish 
officer  the  chamber  for  councils  of  war,  and  a 
mart  to  obtain  a  p/ice  for  the  properly  plundered 
from  American  citizens*  The  superior  authori- 
ties of  Spain  herself  would  have  applied  the 
remedy,  had  time  allowed  to  make  the  applica- 
tion. This  we  have  a  right  to  infer,  as  we  see, 
upon  inquiry,  that  Power  professes  itself  satisfied, 
and  has  resumed  their  negotiations.  Sir,  the  law 
of  nations  is  the  right  of  every  nation ;  to  enforce 
it  is  justice,  and  cannot  be  an  act  of  war. 

Furthermore,  the  honorable  Speaker,  in  reply 
to  the  ffentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr..  Poin- 
DBXTBR,;  has  furnished  me  with  a  good  argu: 
ment,  as  all  his  arguments  are  good.  That  in 
his  speech  in  the  vear  1811,  he  justified  himself 
bv  saying,  *^  we"  had  a  right  to  take  a  part  of 
Florida  by  proclamation— meaninff,  therebjr,  the 
whole  Gbvernment — that  is,  both  Houses  of  Con- 

Sress  and  the  Bzecutive.  That  Mr.  Madison,  in 
is  proclamation  taking  and  annexing  a  part  of 
Florida  to  the  United  States,  did  not  commit  an 
act  of  war,  because  he  only  executed  thereby  a 
law  which  Congress  had  passed,  which  he  had 
signed,  and  which  he  then  enforced.  Now,  sir, 
if  the  act  of  the  whole  Government,  justified  by 
necessity,  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen, 
an  act  of  war,  surely  a  General  could  not,  under 
similar  circumstances,  commit  an  act  of  war* 

After  these  operations,  General  Jackson  deter- 
mined to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  by  giving  battle 
to  the  negro  and  Indian  forces  concentrated  at 
the  Suwanee  towns,  and,  after  innumerable  diffi- 
eulties,  arrived  at  that  place,  and  defeated  those 
who  had  not  availed  themselves  of  the  philan- 
thropic disinterestedness  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  who, 
it  seems,  had  advised  his  friend  Bowlegs,  by  ex- 
press from  St.  Marks,  of  the  number  and  move- 
ments of  Jackson's  army ;  an<L  too,  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Spanish  officer.  This  duty  performed, 
he  returned  to  St.  Marks,  through  the  wilderness, 
in  five  days,  a  distance  or  more  than  one  hundred 
miles,  with  a  firm  persuasion  that  the  war  was  at 
an  end,  and  in  a  few  days  returned  to  Fort  Gads- 
den, on  his  way  home.  Why  did  he  not  return 
home  ?  Here  ne  was  informed  that  Fort  Craw- 
ford was  in  great  distress  for  the  want  of  provis- 
ions, which  the  (Governor  of  Pensacola  had  pre- 
vented from  going  to  them,  by  enormous  exac- 
tions ;  that  the  negroes  and  Indians  had  possession 
of  that  place ;  that  a  party  had  been  pursued 
within  sight  of  it  by  a  detachment  from  Fort 
Crawford,  and  defeated,  the  fugitives  taking  re- 
fuge in  that  town ;  that  the  place  was  no  longer 
under  the  control  of  the  Spanish  power  $  that 
many  murders  had  been  committed  in  Alabama 
by  bands  who  went  from  that  post,  and  returned 
to  it,  with  their  booty  and  scalps.  Can  it  be 
supposed,  under  these  circumstances,  any  place 
is  to  be  regarded  as  neutral  7  It  is  of  little  con- 
sequence to  the  sufierers,  whether  it  pfoceeds  from 


inability  to  maintain  ito  authority,  or  u  sm 
lingness  to  do  so.  The  efiect  is  .tie  aaoe.  It 
take  possession  of  a  post  from  whieh  he  kisbeti 
annoyed  by  his  enemjr,  is  justiee,aad  iseofifon 
able  to  the  law  of  nations.  Sarujr,  if  hiieoea) 
is  sheltered  by  a  fortress,  and  from  it  fflsoitioi 
of  war  obtained,  inroads  and  marden  pliaBd 
and  executed,  and  a  return  to  tliatpUeeaf«,tt 
commence  anew  these  scenes;  it  u  diffieolu 
conceive  whj  the  opposite  partv  is  oot  eniitkl 
to  the  same  indulgence.  The  QoTosor  of  P» 
saoola  does  not  deny  this  feeUeoM^  dioo^  hi 
refuses  positively  to  surrender  thepotf;  io  whid 
he  is  right,  as  he,  too,  has  to  accooattoanpenor 
officer  tor  nis  conduct.  The  inqoirf  (liais^thj 
did  Gkneral  Jackson  take  it  ?  Tiie  oaeasnrer 
may  be  given  which  was  given  for  tke  apioR 
of  St.  Marks.  Are  these  things  true  1  The  Spii- 
ish  superior  authorities  think  so;  the  Spuik 
King  himself  thinks  so.  Then  it  wu  &o  vtra 
the  part  of  General  Jackson,  bat  tketoettiMofi 
right,  resulting  to  us  from  thelawofiituoy.So 
it  has  been  considered  by  all  bat  ooroviCai- 
stitution;  which,  whilst  it  seeoitt  oot  liberty 
within,  it  would  seem  takes  away  oorn^kisfm 
without. 

One  gentleman  has  aaid,  "  if  Ge&ertl  iuba 
had  a  right  to  uke  those  posts,  he  hs<larisliiK 
keep  them;  and  no  one  would  contesd  liittn 
had  a  right  to  keep  them,  because  we  wereiiif 
to  take  them."  To  answer  this,  it  is  onlf  etes 
sary  to  say,  that  the  right  to  take  resolts  fipa  ^ 
law  of  nations,  as  applied  to  the  then  eircBfr 
stances  of  the  parties,  and  the  right  to  ketf  i» 
mains  as  long  as  those  circumstaoeeseoiUH^ 
and  no  longer.  I  cannot,  for  my  owa  put,  o>^ 
wise  than  think  that  the  doctrines  urged  it  fs^ 
port  of  these  resolutions,  by  perhaps  a  wwcw* 
struction  of  our  Constitution,  is,  ia  elKt,!**' 
priveourselve  of  many  of  those  rights  which  oil» 
nations  claim  to  themselves  from  the  Itt  oi 
nations,  and  which  Ihey  are  williog  totlior<« 
us,  were  we  willing  to  accept  theau  It  hubiei 
remarked  by  a  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caw 
(Mr.  LowNDEa,)  that,  whatever  i^»^* 
there  may  have  been  for  the  seixare  of  St.  Bup 
and  Pensacola,  there  could  not  be  tof  b»^^ 
for  the  seizure  of  the  revenue  of  the  efiooDT? 
nor  to  establish  a  Government.  ^^"^ 
with  me,  had  some  weight ;  bat  the  ^^^^ 
maintaining  the  peace  and  good  ^^ 
country  made  it  necessary,  as  the  Sp«»  *^ 
thorities  had  gone  to  Cuba,  at  their  ovsreq^^^' 
General  Jacnon  was  not  aeqaai&tedviui°pU' 
ish  lawL  or  perhaps  even  thelaogasgejo^^^^^ 
those  or  his  own  country  were  oolf  "^  * 
could  enforce.  , . ... 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  trial  of  km 
not  and  Ambrister ;  and,  as  I  hare  alreadr^i^ 
after  weeks  of  consideration,  the  ComDittee « 
Military  Affairs  could  not  find  •nV:^"!{^Z 
sure  but  the  execution  of  these  ivo British  if^ 
and  incendiaries.  The  one,  bold  sod  htrdo^ 
in  guilt,  plead  guilty  to  the  ^barges;  ihe<^| 
expects  escape  from  his  diplomstie  ^^'^^^ 
are  perfectly  astonished  on  exsmioiiV  ^^ 
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nineoCfl^  to  find  them  penerering  for  a  long  tim« 
in  mttnring  their  ichemeB  ofmurder^  and  making 
arraogementt  to  effect  their  plans,  m  procuring 
arms  and  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
ciless savages,  in  stimolatiog  them  to  commence 
this  war,  in  all  iu  horrors,  and  fall  like  a  flood  of 
fire  on  oar  whole  frontier,  sweeping  away  all, 
both  innocence  and  age.  More  arms,  of  erery 
description,  are  sovght  for;  knires.  flints,  and 
tomahawks,  in  alarming  quantities.  To  crush 
the  lawless  handitti  of  Indians  and  rebellious 
slaves,  who  observe  no  law,  human  or  divine, 
urged  to  murder,  indiscriminately,  men  women, 
tod  children,  burn,  plunder,  and  destroy,  without 
distinction,  without  remorse,  by  these  relentless 
fiends.  General  Jackson  is  ordered  into  the  field. 
Tet,  for  the  destruction  of  these  unhappy  men, 
•re  (he  Representatives  of  the  people  of  thl9  great 
Republic  called  on,  by  that  extraordinary  report 
of  the  committee,  to  censure  their  General;  and 
that,  too,  for  not  showing  mercy  to  those  who 
knew  no  mercy,  and  whose  hands  were  smoking 
with  the  blood  of  hundreds  of  their  countrymen  1 
This  General  who,  in  the  day  of  adversity,  stood 
like  a  rock  of  adamant,  and  breasted  the  tempos- 
tnous  waves  of  a  doubtful  war ;  a*  war  which  bad 
shook  from  their  base  the  massy  columns  of  the 
Hall  where  It  was  declared,  and  razed  the  Capitol 
to  its  foundation  stone,  whilst  frenzied  fear  be- 
wildered all  it  met,  and  red-eyed  bate  rolled  with 
oataoio  smile  upon  the  Administration  of  your 
country ;  he  it  was  who  raised  a  reputation  to 
Tour  arms  and  to  your  country,  bright  and  more 
bright  as  the  storm  lulled  away. 
.  I  agree,  sir.  most  cordially  with  the  committee, 
in  the  sentiokent  that  no  oflicer,  however  great 
or  distinguished  his  services,  ought  to  be  suffered 
to  escape  naerited  punishment.  At  the  same 
time,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  no  officer, 
however  subordinate  or  ebsoore  his  station,  ought 
to  be  censured  without  ample  cause ;  and  not  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  ^  absolute  necesi- 
^''  between  tne  committee  and  the  GeneraL 
They  had  peace  and  a  quiet  room  to  deliberate 
10}  a  thousand  miles  from  the  scene  of  action, 
•od  the  library  of  the  nation  to  consult  about  the 
Becessitv.  He  was  in  a  wilderness,  upon  the 
scene  of  aetion,  surrounded  with  enemies  and 
^^y  and  if,  under  these  circumstances,  he  erred 
HI  his  judgment,  it  ought  to  be  some  excuse, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  ablest  judges  in 
5«tirts  of  justice,  after  days  of  reflection,  decis- 
ions to  consult,  and  able  lawyers  to  advise,  some- 
tiDMs  determine  wrong. 

But  it  is  said  the  proof  is  defective.  I  had  sup- 
posed the  acknowledgment  of  Ambrister,  upon 
his  trial,  was  too  unequivocal  to  be  mistaken,  to 
^y  nothing  of  the  testimony  of  Phenix  and  John 
**  Arbuthnot,  witnesses  on  behalf  <ff  the  prosecu- 
tion ;  and  a  reference  to  the  testimonv  of  Wiss- 
<®t,  HamUy,  and  Cook,  upon  the  table  of  every 
gentleman,  does  most  clearly  display  the  savage 
^<1  unalterable  purposes  of  Arbuthnot.  For  my 
^wn  pan,  I  confess  my  surprise  b  not  that  it  is  less, 
but  that  it  is  so  clear.  Were  they  incapable  of  in- 
volving great  designs  in  mist,  obscurity,  and  doubt, 


they  were  unfit  instruments  for  purposes  like 
these,  useless  to  the  British  Cabinet. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  with  any  re- 
marks as  to  the  numerous  objections  made  to  the 
court  martial,  the  jurisdiction,  the  law,  and  au- 
thority. It  must  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that, 
by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  ussges  of  war,  the 
lives  oif  these  men  were  at  the  disposal  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson  the  instant  they  fell  mto  his  handa 
If,  then,  he  instituted  a  special  court  to  inquire 
into  the  matter,  to  collate  testimonjr,  aod  give  an 
opinion  as  to  s[uiit,  or  what  punishment  they 
ought  to  suffer,  it  was  to  satisfy  others,  not  him- 
self. And  let  what  construction  be  put  upon  the 
court  you  choose;  let  whatever  inference  you 
will  be  drawn  from  the  opinions  of  that  court 
and  its  decisions,  the  Gkneral,  at  last,  did  no  more 
than  exercise  the  power  which  he  possessed  un- 
der the  law  of  nations.  And  if  he  derived  his 
power  from  the  law  of  nations,  surely  his  calling 
a  court,  even  granting  it  all  the  formalities  gen- 
tlemen might  wish,  conld  not  divest  him  of  that 
power- 
On  a  former  day  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Cbairmaiii 
we  were  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  and  I  thought,  too,  with 
a  considerable  air  of  triumph,  that  the  Kentuc- 
kians  were  a  brave,  independent,  magnanimous 
people ;  that  they  never  retaliated  upon  the  un- 
lettered savage,  even  in  the  most  gloomy  days  of 
adversity,  in  the  first  settlement  of  that  country, 
when  the  cloud  of  war  never  disappeared  for  a 
day.  When  the  best  blood  of  the  country  was 
poured  out  to  maintain  themselves,  they  scorned 
such  an  act.  But  yet,  said  he,  there  was  onoi 
and  he  felt  the  execrations  of  ail  when  living, 
and  infamy  has  stamped  his  name  since  dead. 
Then,  sir,  I  will  add,  there  was  not  even  that  ooe. 
Certainly  the  unhappy  man  he  alludes  to  was 
branded  with  infamy,  but  not  for  retaliation ;  but 
the  deliberate  murder  of  a  friendly  chief.  This 
Indian,  known  to  be  friendly,  had  remained  in 
their  town  for  several  days  after  the  hostile  party 
had  fled,  and  having  been  recognised  by  this  man 
as  a  combatant  in  some  particular  battle  some 
years  before,  whilst  he  was  talking  to  an  officeri 
this  execrable  Vretch  drew  an  axe  he  had  con- 
cealed behiod  him,  and  clove  his  head.  It  was 
that  which  covereo  his  name  with  infamy,  and 
not  retaliation. 

Bven  now  asain,  almost  upon  the  instant,  that 
gentleman  defies  all,  and  challenges  historv  to 
produce  one  single  example,  and  then  adds,  there 
was  none.  1  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  question 
the  prowess  of  the  Kentuckians ;  I  believe  they 
are  brave,  independent,  hospitable,  and  magnani- 
mous, and  all  things  that  gentlemen  could  wish 
them.  I  am  proud  at  all  times  to  hear  of  their 
deeds  of  valor.  Yet  this  thing  called  bravery,  I 
believe,  is  pretty  equally  diffused  through  the 
great  mass  of  men.  and,  under  similar  oircum- 
stances,  there  would  be  found  but  little  differ- 
ence; brave  officers  will  always  make  brave  men. 
Though  what  is  said  of  this  conspicuous  State 
cannot  be  doubted,  as  all  who  have  conversed 
with  them  know  they  are  independent;  all  who 
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hftve  trarelled  in  that  Suite  doobtl«Bs  hare  per*  | 
taken  of  thetr  hospitality.  And  that  they  be- 
haved well  at  the  battle  of  Tippeeanoe,  I  do  not 
doubt ;  that  they  behared  braTely  at  the  battle  of 
the  Rirer  Raifiin  I  will  not  doubt ;  that  they  be- 
hared  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames  I 
cannot  doubt.  But,  sir,  there  was  reuliation, 
and  most  conspicuoos,  in  that  State.  In  one  in- 
stance, well  known,  when  a  party  of  Indiafla  had 
committed  depredations  and  mwders,  were  fd- 
ioweil  by  Colonel  Lyae,  known  to  be  a  brare  and 
active  officer,  by  some  chance  of  war  one  of  the 
warriors  fell  into  his  hands,  and  was  hanged  upon 
the  next  tree.  The  most  striking  instance,  bow- 
ever,  is  one  which  my  friend  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Hansiaoif )  has  just  brought  to  my  reooilectioii— 
that,  when  that  mreat  General  and  best  of  men. 
0e<Mrge  Rogers  ClMk,  was  on  that  celebratecl 
campaign  in  which  he  stormed  a  whale  chain  of 
British  posts  on  the  Wabash  and  EaskaAiae,  he 
<Niptttre4  the  town  of  St.  Viaceones ;  whilst  in 
the  town,  the  well-kaown  noise  was  heard  in  the 
neighborhood  which  informed  the  inhahitaiits 
that  a  war  party  was  then  returned  with  scalps. 
Clark  immediately  despatched  some  of  his  sol^ 
diers  and  tmdc  them  prisoners.  When  the  mis- 
ehief  they  bad  done  was  ascerutned,  he  ordered 
^bem  to  be  taken  in  view  of  the  British  fort,  and 
told  to  ask  protection  from  their  good  father, 
Qeorge  the  Third,  and  in  that  place  were  all  in- 
stantly pot  to  death.  In  those  days  there  were 
nnmerous  instances  of  iinlividuals.  who  had  lost 
a  relation  by  the  Indians,  taking  their  rites,  and 
going  in  search  of  the  enemy,  even  in  their  own 
•country,  and  killing  one.  At  that  time  they  call- 
ed it  '^  taking  satkfaction ;"  of  course  it  might 
net  be  retaliation. 

If  I  were  to  declare  an  opinion  as  to  the  hor- 
rors and  croelty  of  all  onr  Indian  wars,  I  would 
unhesitatingly  say,  to  British  agents  all  is  attrib- 
utable ;  nor  can  I  now  feel  this  sickly  sorrow  for 
them.  Bat,  in  those  gloomy  days  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  spean  of,  the  machi- 
nations of  these  agents  wrung  with  agony  and 
pain  the  bosom  of  many  a  gallant  man  in  that 
country  with  apprehensions  lor  the  consequences. 
Children  at  school^  in  the  bonra  of  play,  were 
hatchered,  at  the  instigatioa  of  those  agents; 
murder  on  every  road,* and  death  in  every  path  ; 
all  went  armed  to  their  daily  avocations.  Sir, 
the  friend  of  my  boyhood,  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affitirs,  onght 
to  tell  of  early  times  there,  and  of  Indian  wars 
and  British  agents,  though  at  that  time  he  was 
only  of  such  an  age  as  to  know  the  danger,  and 
rejoice  when  the  sun  went  down  without  seeing 
tfate  mangled  corse  of  a  murdered  friend  brought 
Into  the  fort.  The  melancholy  transaetioni'  of 
ike  Seminole  war  are  but  fiiint  rehearsals  of  tlfOn- 
sands  and  thousands  of  such  acts  in  the  West. 
And,  even  at  this  day,  the  name  of  British  agent 
or  trader,  for  they  are  synonymous,  will  create  a 
sudden  start  of  horror  in  the  widowed  mother  of 
a  family,  as  it  tears  open  ail  the  sluices  of  her 
grief,  which  time  had  soothed,  but  could  not  de- 
stroy.   The  children  were  hushed  to  stienoe  by 


the  terrible  namca  (^  Btmoa  Olrty  adihia. 
Could  these  incendtariea  have  bceatskmiithn  i 
'days,  every  voice  wooM  have  pnoosseriikB  I 
doom.  Not  only  individuab  ia  that  cmstr^ ,  ta 
whole  families,  were  swept  away:  ntoy  «h 
had  rendered  brilliant  services  to  their  eouir; 
are  now  onlv  known  to  those  whs  fcel  t  bM 
sorrow ;  aoo  if  a  gallant  deed  has  fiustlf  pend 
the  tenriUe  night  which  overhansi  tlnif  hat 
shonid  oaose  a  stranger  to  ask  vbere  tkey  ai 
now,  or  where  their  children,  (dto  noeb  ih 
inouiry,  and  retorts  the  question. 

Unquestionably,  sir,  there  are  Mif  ri^aii* 
ddent  to  a  state  of  war;  chat,  viei  Mliiies 
have  commenced,  and  an  enemy  mryiNn  is 
view,  it  is  difficnlt  for  a  deltheiatift  My  ^ 
this  to  seise  upon  an  nbatraec  priaeiplt,uitp- 
ply  it.  ar  that  particular  ptoce  or  aioatD!,a< 
say  what  was  or  was  not  neeeasuy  forikirQ» 
etnl  to  do.  He  known  the  obligaooB  Umm 
the  Constitntion  of  his  country  aid  tkeiab» 
ties  of  the  Slate,  and  knows  what,  by  ikhvrf 
nations,  he  may  do  when  satvoundtd  bf  mvi 
desolation,  his  enemy  near  at  haad,aMrRira( 
into  n  neutral  coontry.  He  baa  a  rightiofdiir, 
that  aeotial  Power  not  prohibiting  tkc  toji 
his  enemy  ;  his  coantry,  to  say  the  leist,  lipi* 
fully  becomes  the  theatre  of  Wan  Nor  it  it  af 
to  conceive  thia  feverish  disconimt  it  dwM 
of  men  who  rightfally  died  ^  and^  wbiiimBif 
be  thoaghtof  it  here,  in  thesonsfaiaeofpaM 
and  the  whirl  of  gay  deligfat,  the  psoptt  tk« 
consider  it  a  blessing,  and  no  doubt  haitlra^ 
saved  the  lives  of  many  hundreds  of  oorei»a 
Nor  can  it  be  well  understood  why  tbowcnefi' 
tions  should  he  deemed  cmel,  wfaea  wtk  the 
are  associated  the  deeds  for  which  ihtf  fdloei 
Whilst  reoolleccion  paints  the  horrors  of  te^ 
in  all  its  terrible  forms— the  scalps,  fresbM 
inff,  torn  from  our  oonntrymen,  placed  opn  i 

Sole,  becoming  the  subject  of  hellnk  ninh;  ^ 
elpless  female  bntcfaered  whilst  koeelii^tf' 
sneing  for  merey  ;  the  toothless  little  ii^< 
snatched  from  its  mother's  bosom,  sad  iabwa 
dashed  out  against  a  tree — iu  bodytliNV>* 
the  gronnd,  there  lies  qniveriog  n  deitk  Sir 
amid  scenes  like  these,  and  the  eaenif  a(M 
to  talk  of  delays  is  to  deride  the  Baadaliiof  »* 
tnre  and  of  nature's  (ML  ^ 

It  has  been  further  remarked  bf  as  kaiMMe 
gentleman  from  Pennaylvania,  (hk.BcfOfi^)) 
that  of  all  the  genius  in  the  wiMtketv^m 
dangerotn  to  the  community  but  a  niliftiy  <*^ 
Newton's  genius  was  so  great  that  ii  Med  k 
hold  converse  with  the  stars ;  the  emiie  eeaci 
in  its  course  conld  not  eeoape  his,  sad,  I  beuei^ 
even  threw  light  upon  the  ana— yet  ^Jj* 
harmleas.  Shakspeare,  the  great  soaree  of  {«a 
ure  and  instrhction  to  ages,  past,pRsnt,tMi 
comcL  was  perfectly  innocent  mall  itsopotu*^ 
The  honorable  Speaker  aays,  too,  sboajd  ft'^ 
cling  to  the  Constitution,  and  preeerre  it  bjf  pt*' 
ing  these  resdotions,  that  the  daf  is  »^ 
hand  when  some  daring  chieftaio,  after  as^ 
splendid  victory,  will  strut  in  hisgaodf  eoi»"^ 
casting  a  look  of  approhatioa  at  ht  nlP  ^ 
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tween  obedient  rows  of  admiring  tmmIb,  aod 
lein  upon  your  libcFtics;  a«d  tnen,  the  hillt 
risjflg  round  jwnt  Capitol  will  be  covered  wtih 
die  gorgeous  palaeesoi  a  pampered  nobleete ;  and 
thea  teiis  us,  in  words  which  sound  very  much 
like  Patrick  Heory's.  tbat  Rome  bad  her  Cssar, 
Britain  her  Cromwell,  France  her  Napoleon,  end 
may  we  profit  by  the  example.  Napoleon  t  If 
I  were  to  express  myself  with  an  entnuaiasm  not 
my  own,  I  would  say  when  nature  made  the 
world,  she  next  made  the  spirit  of  that  great  man, 
and  then  she  rested.  I  sair  or  thought  I  saw,  the 
impression  these  dangers  or  military  men  seemed 
to  make  upon  the  House,  and  beHere  I  am  abo«< 
to  hazard  an  opibion,  new  in  a  degree,  and  Tery 
opposite  to  that  of  both  these  honorable  gentl^ 
men,  which  is|  that  no  Qovernment  has  ever  yet 
been  destraved  by  a  sncoessfbl  military  chieftain. 
I  appeal  to  hisiory  to  support  oM^  if  my  construo- 
tioo  be  right.  If  I  recollect  the  words  of  the  his- 
torian, **  C«8BT,  having  less  reputation,  like  a  wise 

*  champion,  retired  to  a  dislanae,  for  efceroise, 
'  whilst  tbe  two  great  factions  preyed  iinoa  the 

*  liberties  of  Rome  |  whea  every  eoneeet  ror  plice 

*  or  power,  was  decided  in  the  forttm  by  the  sword, 

*  and  stained  the  Capitol  with  blood."  Then,  not 
till  then,  did  C«sar  return  to  Rome,  which,  ever 
since  the  wars  of  Marios  and  Sylk)  had  known 
no  liberty.  Nor  ia  the  overthrow  of  tbe  Brit« 
ith  Government  attribntable  to  Cromwell  $  the 
q^eches  of  Parliament  produced  the  revolution, 
and  the  treafhery  of  members.  When  all  was 
ia  commotion,  by  caoctag  and  preaching.  Crons- 
well  secured  the  stronger  party  and  became  tbe 
Protector.  Nor  can  the  Freaeh  revolutioa  be 
attributed  to  anything  bttt  to  the  inetocerity  of 
the  ortLtfite  in  the  States  General,  and  to  none  in 
a  higher  degree  than  that  gresiest  of  orators,  and 
worst  of  men,  Mirabeau.  If,  in  afWr  times,  as 
in  all  other  revolutions,  Napoleon  secured  the 
stronger  party,  and  swayed  the  Gkivernmcot,  it 
cannot  be  said  be  overturned  it.  Did  not  every 
distinguished  man  in  France  rule  as  Img  as  he 
vas  popalar  with  the  stron^r  part^  ;  anddid  lie 
not  ceaae  to  rule  as  soon  as>  he  lo#t  his  popularity  ? 
This  waa  no  reproach  to  pnofemedly  politicians, 
though  in  a  military  man,  possesaing  power  by 
the  same  meaai^  it  subjects  him  to  the  charge 
of  using  his  military  power  to  overthrow  the 
Government  of  his  country  $  and  by  none  more 
than  disappointed  orators,  who  haa  contributed 
to  the  downfall  of  many  successive  administra- 
tions, with  a  hope  of  one  daj  posseming  it  them* 
selves.  If  I  recollect  the  history  right,  the  only 
instance  of  the  overthrow  of  a  regular  Govern* 
ment  was  by  an  ambitious  statesman,  one  of  the 
Dukes  of  Venice,  who  boldly  seized  upon  the 
powers,  declared  the  then  Senators  Senators  for 
life,  and  their  children  after  them.  This,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  is  the  source  of  their  nobility, 
tbe  only  patent  they  have  for  rank.  Moreover.  I 
believe  it  would  be  correct  to  say  these  men,  the 
most  conspicuous  military  destroyers  of  their 
country,  were  all  created  by  the  times.  No,  Mr. 
Chairman,  our  liberties  are  not  to  be  endangered 
by  a  aoccessful  chieftain,  returning  to  us  wiui  his 


gaudy  costume,  even  after  an  hundred  victories 
of  New  Orleans.    It  is  here,  in  this  Capitol,  on 
this  fioor,  that  our  iib^'ty  is  to  be  sacrificed,  and 
that  b^  tbe  hollow,  treacherous  eloquence  of  some 
ambitions,  proud,  aspiring  demagogue.    And  if, 
ia  times  to  come,  we  should  hear  a  favorite  officer, 
who  has  exhausted  his  constitution  in  defence  of 
his  country — throwing  wreaths  of  victory  at  her 
leet-^charged  mrith  violations  of  her  lifalerty,  let 
us  inonire  whether  the  sternness  of  bis  virtues  is 
not  his  greatest  blemish.    If  history  gives  an  ac* 
aount  of  a  military  chief *s  returning  to  hie  conn* 
try,  aud  overthrowing  its  settled  institutions^  it 
has,  at  this  time,  escaped  my  recollection. 
Mr.  Enviir  addressed  the  Chair  ae  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :— I  am  sony  it  has  fiillen  to 
my  lot  to  be  so  late  in  debate  on  this  qneatton. 
From  my  own  feelings,  I  am  f^ersuaded  the  GottH 
mittee  is  exhausted  and  unwilling  to  bestow  ita 
attention,  anticipating  a  want  of  capacity  in  any 
member  to  throw  any  new  light  opon  this  inter- 
esting subject;    A  sense  of  duty,  however,  has 
dctermiaed  me  to  exnress  to  yon  the  opinion 
which  I  entertain  in  relation  to  it^  in  doing  Which, 
I  anticipate  the  same  indulgent  attention  which 
you  have  accorded  to  other  gentlemen.    Before 
entering  upon  its  discussion,  Ifeel  it  a  diHy  Wiiich 
I  owe  to  the  people  and  myself,  to  express  my 
extreme  regret,  that  ao  much  of  our  time  has 
been  appropriated  to  its  diseussion,  whilst  other 
subjects  of  pnetical  utility,  and  great  public  im- 
portance, have  awaited  our  attention.    Bsperi- 
enoe,  sir,  has  long  since  taught  me  the  inutility 
of  the  expression  of  legislative  opinion  upon  ab- 
stract questiona;  because,  whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  their  deliberations,  and  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed, it  can  have  no  binding  efficacy  in  deter-^ 
mining  the  discretion  of  subsequent  legislatures.' 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  much  sensibility 
was  felt  because  the  President  of  the  United 
States  expressed  his  opinion  and  determination 
on  a  subject  which  he  anticipated  would  engage 
the  attention  of  Congress.    Although  the  correct- 
ness of  the  motive^  in  that  ease,  was  known  a|id 
appreciated,  fnrs  were  entertained,  lest,  if  in- 
dulged and  continued  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  acquiesced  ia  by  Congress,  a  preced^ent 
would  be  formed  which  might  tend  to  limit  legta- 
lative  discretion.    If  the  idformal  expression  of 
this  opinion,  on  a  subject  of  which  he  had  con- 
cmrent  jurisdiction,  was  deemed  incorrect,  what 
opinion  vrill  be  formed  of  the  character  of  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  in  relation  to  a  military 
officer,  not  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
bat  bj[  the  House  of  Representatives,  over  whom, 
even  in  their  cafiaeity  as  the  impeaching  power, 
they  have  no  jurisdiction  ?    For,  as  the  House  ot 
Representatives,  the  onljr  power  given  to  it  by 
the  Constitution  (and  without  which  4t  has  no 
power)  is  a  power  lo  judge  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and 
to  punish  or  expel  a  member.    In  giving  a  con- 
struction to  the  Constitution,  which  I  am  sworn 
to  support,  I  cannot,  and  will  not,  suffer  my  mind 
to  be  deluded  by  the  imposing  idea  of  the  House 
of  Repreeentativea  being  "the  grand  inquest  of 
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the  oation.''  I  htTe  jost  enumerated  iu  powers 
in  its  separate  capaeity,  and  contevdi  that  the 
exercise  of  any  power  beyond  that  enumeration 
is  assumed,  but  not  delegated.  Courts  of  inquiry 
and  courts  martial  are  the  proper  and  legal  cor- 
rect! tcs  of  error  or  criminal tty  in  the  military, 
which,  if  neglected  to  be  applied  hj  the  President, 
in  cases  requiring  it,  he  is  responsible. 

Again,  sir,  the  sovereign  authority  ought  nerer 
to  speak,  but  when  it  can  command ;  and  onsht 
nerer  to  command,  but  when  it  can  compel  obe- 
dience. In  this  case,  the  officer  may  lie  securely 
intrenched  behind  EzecutiTe  protection,  your  re- 
solves to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  a 
departure  from  this  prmciple  ought  never  to  be  in- 
dulged, unless  in  approbation  of  splendid  achieve- 
meats,  by  land  or  by  water,  which  will  have  the 
happy  enect  of  increasing  the  moral  power  or 
force  of  the  nation. 

The  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  Auffust  1814, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  late  In- 
dian war,  has  been  adverted  to  in  terms  of  disap- 
probation and  severe  animadversion.  '*  The  Uni- 
ted States  demand-^he  United  States  demand''— 
expressions  used  in  that  treaty,  are  thought  too 
dictatorial. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  age  or  country  oversaw  it 
otherwise  than  that  the  conqueror  should  dictate 
terms  of  peace ;  and,  in  this  case,  circumstances 
imperiously  required  it.  For,  in  the  midst  of 
peace,  whilst  we'were  endeavoring  to  extend  to 
the  Indians  the  advantages  of  civilization,  sup- 
plying them  with  implements  of  husbandry,  and 
paying  them  an  annual  tribute  for  their  friend- 
ship^ and  just  at  the  time  when  we  had  engaged 
in  war  with  a  powerful  and  warlike  nationrfor- 
getfnl  of  those  acu  of  kindness,  they  joined  our 
*{nemy,  and  commenced  a  war  of  extermination 
aftainst  our  helpless  women  and  children.  Pity 
still  dnops  a  tear  at  the  remembrance  of  the.con- 
flagtation  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  men. 
women,  and  children  in  Fort  Mimms  in  1813,  and 
the  winds  still  sigh  over  the  fields  and  repeat  the 
dying  groans  of  our  bmve  countrymen,  who  were 
inhumanly  butchered  in  cold  blood  by  the  Indians 
after  they  had  capitulated  at  the  river  Raisin. 
The  whole  frontier  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
was  threatened  with  ruin  and  desolation  from 
eavage  barbarity  until  the  hero  of  New  Orleans 
appeared  upon  the  theatre  of  action,  and,  by  tri- 
umphinff  at  Talladega,  TuUushatcha,  Kmuck- 
faw,andTohooeka,  taught  that  unhappy  deluded 
people,  that,  although  we  were  engaged  in  a  for- 
eign war,  we  were  still  able  to  aveuffe  savage 
insults^  and  repel  savage  injuries.  And  will  any 
one,  after  these  facts  and  atrocities  being  pre- 
sented to  him,  pretend  to  say,  that  it  was  unjust 
or  unwise  for  the  conqueror  to  cause  them  to  be 
removed,  from  the  proximity  of  a  neighboring 
ttation,from  whence  they  weie  continually  goaded 
on  to  acts  of  violence  and  deeds  of  murder ;  or  to 
dictate  such  terms.of  peace  as  were  best  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  the  repetition  of  similar  scenes, 
and  give  security  to  our  southern  frontier  ?  I 
hope  not.  Your  Qeneral,  as  one  of  the  commi»> 
sioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  make 


that  treaty,  acted  correctly.  Thehwirfottiet 
declare,  ^  that  an  equimme  conqueror,  dcif  to ib^ 

*  suggestions  of  ambition  and  avarice,  will  uh 
'  a  just  estimate  of  what  is  doe  to  Jiisi,  tod  vi 
'retain  no  more  of  the  enemies' property,  tjia 
'  what  is  precisely  sufficient  to  fnreish  tbeqiir- 

*  alent.  But,  if  he  has  to  do  vrith  s  peddios!. 
<  restless,  and  dangerous  enemy,  he  will,  Ifwiyci 
'  punishment,  deprive  him  of  sone  of  his  (ova 
'  or  provinces,  and  keep  them  to  serve  is  t  burier 
'  to  his  own  dominions."  NoiwithMtodio;  tite 
treaty  of  August,  1814,  which  wai  depeodedm 
as  enecting  peace  between  os  and  tlwesira|ef; 
notwithctanding  the  treaty  of  poieektTea  ihis 
country  and  Qreat  Britain,  which  iho  vis  ex- 
pected to  have  produced  the  saoehip^cBeei, 
they  remained  still  hostile ;  notwitbtudiBf  lU 
your  triumphs  over  them,  they  were  beitn.  b«t 
not  conquered  j  they  were  scattered,  botiotioii- 
hilated ;  they  rallied  again,  and  were  ifirded 
shelter  and  protection  in  East  and  Wetf  FM, 
Spanish  neutral— neutral,  did  I  styt-SpoiA 
hostile  territory. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  care  not  for  profe«w| 
of  neutrality ;  they  shall  not  impose  spoo  Df 
credulity;  give  me  the  evidence  of  fieuvkb 
are  not  to  be  biassed  by  fear,  or  ioflocflc^br 
hope ;  and.  if  we  nre  to  be  determined,  or  to  jo^l 
by  them,  Spain  was  not  neutral.  I  ssid,  sr^tlii 
the  Indians  were  suffered  to  settle  id  the  Spui^ 
territory,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pessacola,  u 
West  Florida,  and  on  the  rirer  ^ppsltckicst 
and  on  a  creek  called  Yellow  Wster,  ii  Stf 
Florida,  and  there  In  silence  brooded  orer  ioip' 
ary  evils,  and  meditated  bloody  veogesnce.  Twc 
civilized  barbarians,  Ambrisier  aad  ArbstbHi 
foreign  emissaries,  once  more  lighted  op  the  tore^ 
of  war,  and  let  loose  upon  us  those  iafsrituiiv' 
bariaas.  In  1816,  a  boat's  crew  was  mmim 
and  an  American  citizen  was  tarred,  fn^: 
and  burnt  to  death.  On  the  thirtieth  of  Norei- 
ber,  1817.  Lieutenant  Scott  and  fiftv  pe r;oo^  ^' 
sisting  or  men.  women,  and  childreSi  were  tfi- 
humanly  murdered,  except  a  very  few  who  *^ 
wounded,  but  effected  their  escape.  Os  the  l^ 
or  14th  of  March,  1818,  two  whole  fsoOiestfi 
the  Federal  road,  in  the  Alabama  '^^^^^'J^ 
put  to  death.  The  nezt  day,  five  n«!>;J^ 
along  a  road,  were  fired  upon,  three  ^'^'r 
two  wounded.  Terror  and  dismay  pernded  toe 
whole  country. 

Mr.  Chairman:  War  in  its  mil^^^", 
dreadful;  but  what  force  of  eloqeesee-*.^^ 
power  of  description,  can  give  an  deq«t^*!°^ 
of  Indian  warfare  ?  It  is  a  war  of  eztemiBtttoB 
Like  the  lava  of  Etna,  fear  marches  before  i^ 
Like  the  storm  of  the  desert,  ruin  aad  desoti»«^ 
lead  up  its  dreadful  rear.  Did  you  ever,  sir,  fl^ 
a  man  returning  alone  from  your  sotitberD  rrar 
tier,  who  had  moved  there  with  a  Urge  mV 
With  sorrow  in  his  face,  and  tears  io  bn  ep 
he  begins  the  mournful  tale^  bat  is  nD>°'t 
proceed — his  feelings  deny  him  attersoee.  ^ 
Chairman:  Have  you  not  a  familff  ^^^ 
not  love  them  ?  Is  it  not  for  them  thiMy 
wish  to  live?    Is  it  not  lor  them  that  yoB  vt"" 
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date  to  4ie  ?  Tli«  f  lad  da^,  sir,  will  aoon  arriTe, 
when  voa  will  return  home,  and  behold  agaia 
the  wife  of  your  yootb,  and  yoar  ehiidfen,  Uie 
objects  of  your  anectioo.  He  too  onoe  bad  a 
fiimily,  bat  now  tbey  are  gone  |  be  will  never  see 
them  more.  The  night  was  gloomy ;  ber  bus* 
band,  ber  protector,  was  far  away ;  the  pale  moon 
hid  her  uce  bebind  tbe  clouds ;  the  winds  blew ; 
the  tempest  bowled ;  trembling  abe  pressed  to 
ber  boaoiii  tbe  lender  objdetsof  Uieir  mutual  loTe. 
At  length  destruction  came :  tbe  yell  of  the  sav* 
age  awoke  tbe  sleep  of  tbe  cradle ;  fire  and  the 
tomahawk  without,  horror  and  dismay  within ; 
tbe  tender  infant  lifts  ap  its  arms  for  protection, 
aod  receivjss  tbe  stroke  of  death,  and  the  shrieks 
of  the  distracted  mother  are  hushed  in  everlasting 
sileoce*  O I  sir,  suspect  no  deception;  it  is  not 
the  pencilling  of  faSM^y;  it  is  history, faithful  his* 
tory,  written  in  chantcters  of  blood  along  your 
vhole  southern  frontier. 

President  WAsaiNOTOH  expended  a  million  of 
money,  and  marched  fifteen  thousand  men  to  put 
down  a  partial  insurrection,  and  collect  a  petty 
tazyin  tbe  western  countiesof  Pennsylvania.  And 
shall  we  be  told,  that  it  is  uoconstitational,  or, 
that  it  is  wrong,  to  march  our  legions  to  protect 
our  citizens  from  tbe  tomahawk  and  Indian  scalp- 
ing  knife?  But,  gentlemen  say  the  President 
has  acted  unconstitutionaUy  in  marching  our 
troops  into  Spanish  neutcai  territory,  without  the 
authority  of  Coni^ress.  Did  be  do  so  clandes- 
tinely 1  Did  be  not,  in  his  Messi^,  sent  to  this 
House  tbe  2$tb  of  last  March,  expressly  tell  you 
he  bad  given  orders  to  that  efieet  1  Where  were 
then  these  sentinels  of  tbe  people's  rights-— these 
guardians  of  the  Constitution  ?  Were  tbey  at 
their  posts  1  Yes,  sir,  and. wisely  legislating  for 
the  poolic  good.  All  than, was  right ;  not  a  word 
said  against  it.  What,  sir!  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution ;  told  that  it  was  about  to  he 
violated,  and  remain  silent  i  Tes,  sir,  silent — 
silent  as  tbe  grave.  And,  as  if  fearful  that  tbe 
sincerity  of  their  approbation  might  be  questioned, 
voted  away  large  sums  of  the  people's  mone^  to 
carrv  on  the  very  war  which  is  now  tbe  subject 
of  blaaie.  And  this  session,  sir,  as  if  gentlemen 
had  come  in  contact  with  £lisha's  bojies,  there 
is  a  general  resuscitation ;  the  tocsin  of  alarm 
has  been  sounded ;  our  newer  has  been  usurped ; 
tbe  President  has  acted  unconstitutkonally,  and 
gloomy  predictions  are  indulged  in  about  future 
Cswara  and  Cromwells,  and  the  overthrow  of 
liberty  and  constitution,  in  other  days  and  times 
yet  to  come. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  presented  to  tbe  atten- 
tion of  tbe  Committee  these  preliminary  obser- 
vations, permit  me,  before  entering  in(o  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  principles  which  would  author- 
ize the  marching  iuwps  into  neutral  territory, 
and  what  branch  of  tbe  Government  is  charged 
with  that  power,  to  inquire  into  the  character  of 
the  Indians  with  whom  we  have  been  lately  in 
conflict;  which  character,if  correctly  ascertained, 
will  serve  to  elucidate,  in  some  measure,  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  now  before  us. 

An  hon<Nrable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
15th  Cor.  8d  Ssaa.— 36 


has  said  thef  possess  a  plenitude  of  sovereisnty 
in  war,  and  a  qualified  sovereignty  in  peace.  The 
honorable'  Speaker  allows  them  onljr  a  qualified 
sovereignty  m  every  condition.  It  is  alone  the 
proud  prerogative  of  genius  and  talents  to  deter- 
mine between  tbe  opinions  of  honorable  gentle- 
men standing  so  deservedlv  high  in  the  estimation 
of  their  country.  I  shall  content  mvself  with 
observing,  and  in  doii^^  of  which,  I  cherish  tbe 
hope  I  shall  be  pardoned,  that  those  honorable 
gentlemen  err  in  attaching  ideas  of  sovereignty 
to  Indians  in  forei|pB  countries,  which  are  only 
correct  when  applied  to  those  within  our  own 
jurisdiction.  Over  tbe  latter,  we  exercise  partial 
sovereignty ;  we  have  prescribed  the  mtMle,  and 
to  whom  alone  they  can  sell  their  lands,  and  have 
denied  to  them  the  right  of  trading  ,with  any 
other  people  than  ourselves.  Over  the  former, 
we  have  no  control,  and  being  without  our  ju- 
risdiction, are,  in  relation  to  u^  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent .as  any  other  nation  whomsoever;  and 
we  are  not  authorized  to  deny  them  sovereif^nty 
because  ihey  are  few  in  number,  or  inhabit  a 
small  territory,  no  more  than  we  would  be  lo  saj 
a  dwarf,  when  arrived  at  tbe  age  of  maturity,  is 
not  a  man  because  be  is  not  is  big  as  a  giant ;  and 
if  they  are  a  foreign  and  sovereiffn  people,  in  re- 
lation to  us,  how  can  gentlemen  deny  us  the  right, 
when  tbey  make  war  upon  us,  to  march  into  their 
possessions  and  attack  them  ?  But,  sir,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  admit,  that,  in  relation  to  Spain,  so  lar 
from  being  sovoreign,  they  are  her  subjects  eii6 
wodo.  1  will  go  farther,  and  say,  considering  the 
Spanish  Government  despotic,  under  which  her 
suojeets  have  no  rights,  and,  according  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  the  Indians  are  ber  very  slaves. 
It  is  their  character  and  condition  under  the  laws 
of  nations,  that  I  wish  to  consider.  In  the  latter 
end  of  tbe  fourteenth,  and  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
the  Popes  of  Rome  assumed  to  themselves  para- 
mount authwityr  not  oniv  in  spiritual,  but  tem- 
poral things.  They  declared,  that  the  whole 
earth  was  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  and  that 
they  were  his  successors  and  heirs.  And  Ward, 
in  his  inquiry  into  the  foundation  and  history  or 
the  laws  of  nations,  in  Europe,  says :  ^*  The  n^ht 

*  was  assumed  by  the  christian  nations  of  reducing 
'  to  their  obedience,  for  the  sake  of  converting 
^  them,  adl  people  wno  professed  a  faith  diffeaent 

*  from  their  own ;  tbe  tyranny  and  injustice  of 
'  the  Spaniards,  towards  the  American  nations, 

*  were  defended  upon  this  ground,  and  every  tnTce- 

*  ttffator  of  the  amirs  of  Borope  has  been  struck 
'  with  those  remarkable  grants  made  by  the  Holy 
'  See  to  Portugal, and  Spain  of  all  tbe  countries 

<  tbey  should  discover ;  the  one  to  the  East  and 

*  tbe  other  to  the  West.    Other  States,  if  they 

*  did  not  follow  tbe  Spaniards  in  the  extremes  of 
'  cruelties,  ^t  least  proceeded,  in  the  discoveries 
'  they  made  in  the  new  world,  upon  the  same 

*  principles."  The  grant  made  by  Henry  the 
Seventh  to  John  Cabot  and  hh  sons  was  upon  the 
same  principle.    ^  In  like  manner,  a  patent  was 

<  granted  by  JBUizabeth  to  the  celebrated  Sir  H«m- 

*  phrey  Qilbert,  authorizing  him  to  discover,  find. 

*  search  out,  and  view,  such  remote,  hetUhm  and 
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'  harbaraut  lands,  coantries  and  territories,  not 
'  actually  possessed  of  anf  christian  prinee  or 
*  people ;  and  he,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  are  to  bare, 
<  bold,  occupy,  and  enjoy  the  same,  with  all  their 
( commodities,  inrisdietions  and  royalties." 

Gtentlemen,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  regard  the 
doetrioe  as  they  please,  bat  the^  woald  sacrifice 
thousands  of  lives,  and  Tote  millions  of  money, 
to  defend  rights  for  which  they  can  show  no  other 
authority  than  the  laws  of  nations  established  in 
the  fourteenth  century  by  the  authority  of  the 
Popes,  Ton  say,  sir,  in  common  parlance,  that  | 
the  ocean  is  the  highway  of  nations.  From 
whence  then  do  you  derive  exclusive  jurisdiction 
to  a  marine  league  from  your  shores?  Did  you 
inherit  it  by  descent,  or  did  yon  conquer  it  from 
the  wind  and  the  waves?  Again,  sir,  it  is  said, 
that,  in  a'  state  of  nature,  use  and  occupation  give 
a  right  to  soil,  and,  in  a  state  of  society,  purchase 
and  conquest,  in  what  era  of  your  history  did 
the  star-spangled  banner  float  in  proud  triumph 
over  those  vast  regions  to  the  west?  Or  in  what 
disastrous  battle  were  the  liberties  of  those  nume- 
rous tribes  of  Indiana  beyond  the  Mississippi 
cloven  down,  and  they  acknowledged  yon  para- 
mount lord?  Where,  sir,  is  the  treaty  which 
has  recorded  your  purchase  ?  Or  the  evidence 
which  can  tell  of  your  occupation  ?  So  far  from 
there  being  any  conquest,  purchase,  occupation, 
or  even  visitation,  that  our  Commissioners,  who 
made  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  although 
wise  men,  could  not  tell  us  whether  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  north  latitude,  which  is  therein 
said  to  be  our  northern  boundary,  is  north  or 
south  of  the  most  northwest  point  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods.  We  deny  the  authority,  yet  wil- 
lingly partake  of  all  the  benefits  resulting  from 
the  law.  And,  sir,  shall  it  be  a  matter  of  surprise 
if  those  nations  who  acknowledge  the  supremacy 
of  the  Pope,  should  act  agreeable  to,  and  claim 
the  benefits  of,  this  law.  Ancf  I  contend,  sir,  that 
in  the  spirit  of  this  law  Spain  made  and  ratified 
the  treaty  of  1795,'*'  acting  under  the  influence  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Indians  within  her  jurisdic- 
tion were  not  only  under  her  moral  but  physical 
coercion.  In  this  point  of  view  their  acts  are 
the  acts  of  Spain,  and  ou^ht  to  be  repelled  as 
such.  This  cnaracter  of  identity  is  rendered 
complete  when,  with  the  principle  1  have  been 
endeavoring  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, we  combine  the  fact  that  Spain  supplied 

*  "  AsT.  6.  The  two  high  contracting  jparties  shall* 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  muotain  peace  and 
harmony  among  the  several  Indian  nations  who  in- 
habit the  country  adjacent  to  the  lines  and  riven, 
wUdi,  by  the  preceding  articlesi  forms  the  boundaries 
of  the  two  Floridas.  And  the  better  to  obtain  this 
eflect,  both  parties  oblige  themselves  expressly  to  re- 
strain, by  force,  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian 
nations  li? iog  within  their  boundary :  so  that  Spain 
will  not  saffer  her  Indians  to  attack  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  nor  the  Indians  inhabithig  their  terri- 
tory ;  nor  will  the  United  States  permit  the  last  men- 
tioned Indians  to  commence  hostilities  against  the 
•objects  of  his  Calhofic  Majesty,  or  his  Indians,  in  any 
manner  whatever." 


thoee  hoatile  Indians  with  provisions  and  oni- 
tio|is  of  war.  The  existence  of  sneh  a  princi|Ae 
being  established,  the  application  of  it  to  Spun 
is  correct ;  for  Ward,  in  ois  second  volame,pige 
66,  says,  "  it  is  still  a  received  doctriae  amoog 
those  who  submit  to  the  estaUishmeot  of  tiie  a- 
quisition."  Having  endeavored  to  prove  thtt  wc 
bad  a  right  to  enter  the  Floridas  io  self-defeoee,. 
from  the  consideration  of  the  relation  of  the  In- 
dians to  us  as  a  foreign  Power,  and  their  reUtioQ 
to  Spain  as  subjects  or  slaves,  I  proceed  oow  to 
deduce  the  same  right  from  our  reUtioDs  with 
Spain.  The  laws  of  nations  speak  of  obligiiions 
imperfect  and  perfect ;  and  correspoadiDgresolt- 
ing  rights  which  are,  aa  the  case  may  he,  imper- 
fect or  perfect.  Every  nation,  by  the  Uwi  of 
nations,  is  under  an  imperfect  obligation  to  yn- 
vent  her  neutral  territory  from  being  oeeopied 
by  a  third  Power,  for  the  purpose  of  annojrioee 
of  a  neighborinpr  nation,  but  if  this  oeQinl  at- 
tion  will  enter  into  a  solemn  contract  bf  treatf, 
with  a  neighboring  nation,  to  prevent  a  Bttioo 
occupy inpr  her  neutral  territory  from  osingitis 
a  convenient  place  for  annoyioff  the  Deigbbono; 
nation,  she  incurs  a  perfect  ooligation  to  ar 
harmless  from  annoyance  or  injury  the'oeigbbM' 
ing  nation ;  and  a  corresponding  perfect  right  r^ 
suits  to  the  neighboring  nation,  bj  saeh  oblitf- 
tion,  to  be  saved  harmless.  Spaia  has,  hj  the 
treaty  of  1785,  inevrred  a  perfect  obiigauoato 
save  us  harmless  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Indians  within  her  territory  ;  from  which  ac«- 
respondent  perfect  right  has  resulted  tons  of  se- 
curity. And  I  contend  that  if  Spain  fadi  m  »< 
performance  of  her  perfect  obligation,  thatfaiJurc 
does  not  involve  a  forfeiture  ofoor  right  of  seca- 
rity  as  a  nation.  And  I  further  contend,  tfi« 
some  one  of  the  branches  of  our  Got«^;°**/J  ;, 
vested  with  the  power  to  pursue  and  oduw 
(within  the  limits  prescribed  by  law  sod  tw 
Constitution)  aU  the  rights  and  benefits  of  seen- 
rity  as  a  nation  to  whicn  we  are,  or  majr  be  ra 
titled  bv  the  laws  of  nations,  iniemixo^*/,^ 
municipal  law.  To  which  branch  of  the  wr- 
emment  such  power  belongs  I  aball  P|^j ' 
inquire;  but  it  is  not  now  tfc  subject  «jny" 
quiry.  For  I  have  been  inquiring,  and  stij  J^» 
to  be  understood  as  confining  >"f.''^^l!;"!Lfat 
those  principles  which  give  one  aauon  iti^^ 
of  entering  the  territory  of  another  natipo.  »^ 
Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  proceed  w'*r^;  -kjch 
to  deduce  an  argument  from  the  P^^f'P/f.loiii. 
I  last  presented  to.the  attention  of '''" -(^i^^iIod 
tee,  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  *^  ^  J  ^^^ 
made  by  an  honorable  geotienitD  iro 
York.  He  said  we  ought  to  have  g'^"  J^^, 
to,  and  required  Spain  to  have  P«"^  f  f ^wj 
treaty  stipulations  and  saved  0*^°'^?  !.» ur 
Indian  depredations,  before  we  sbooW  w^ 
dertaken  to  have  righted  ourselres-  jg 

That  honorable  gentleman  will  l^^^^L,y^ 
thinking  him  incorrect.    The  United  Staicj^^  ^^ 


under  no  oblintion,  by  the  laws  J»."  .u^per- 
give  notice  to  Spain,  and  require  or  aer       ^^- 
of  the  trity  of  1795.    Tbel«J 
r.  Chairman,  recognise  pn»«'P»*' 


formance 
nations,  Mr 
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IrraeiDg  imperfeet  and  perfeet  obligations)  and 
ccirespondiDg  rights.  Eaeh  nation  is  under  an 
obliffation,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  not  to  saffer 
another  nation  to  occupy  her  territory  for  the 
purpose  of  annoying  a  third  nation.  This  obli- 
gation, howcTer,  is  an  imperfeet  one,  because 
each  nation  has  still  the  rolition  as  it  relates  to 
any  particular  State  or  nation,  to  permit  the  oe- 
capation  or  not,  as  best  sniu  her  interest.  Notice 
in  auch  a  case  is  requisite  to  ascertain  whether 
the  nation  permitting  the  occupation  intends  to 
permit  iu  further  continuance.  But  when  one 
nation  has  entered  into  a  solemn  treat jr  to  pre- 
reDt  such  occupation,  or  to  prevent  anj  injnry  to 
a  third  nation  trom  such  occupation,  she  thereby 
ineors  what  is  called,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  a 
perfect  obligation :  that  is,  her  discretion  is  ae- 
termined,  and  she  cannot  be  supposed  to  enter- 
tain aiw  other  Tolition  in  relation  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  treaty,  than  that  expressed  in  the 
tremty.  To  give  her  notice,  then,  thus  circum- 
stanced, and  require  her  to  perform  an  act  which 
she  had,  by  soCemn  treaty,  told  vou  she  would 
perform,  would  seem  to  me  to  ne  superfluous. 
VdtUL  says:  <<The  perfect  obligation  is  that 
<  which  gives  to  the  opposite  partjr  the  right  of 
'  compulsion;  the  imperfect  obligation  gives  him 
*  only  a  right  to  ask.'' 

The  same  principle  is  recognised  by  the  muni- 
cipal law.  A  contracts  with  B  to  pay  B  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  at  a  particular  day.  A  there- 
by incurs  a  perfect  obligation,  and  a  perfect  cor- 
responding right  resulu  to  B  for  its  performance. 
If  A  fails  to  perform  his  contract,  B  has  a  perfect 
lig^ht  to  compulsory  process  to  enforce  its  per- 
formance. And  no  judge  would  ever  entertain 
a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  because  B  had  not  notified 
A,  and  required  him  to  ])erform  his  contract.  I 
hmTC  never  understood,  sir,  that  Spain  has  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  notice;  and  1  should  be 
sorry  to  hear  it ;  for  there  is  something  extremely 
nn|[racioos  in  the  idea  for  Spain  to  require  the 
United  States  to  spend  several  months  in  beg- 
%\ug  her  to  perform  a  solemn  treaty,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  leave  her  citizens  exposed  to  the 
UcMNiy  vengeance  of  infuriated  barbarians. 

I  now  again  proceed  in  the  investigation  of 
those  principles  which  authorize  one  nation  to 
enter  the  territory  of  another  nation.  In  porsu- 
ance  of  which,  i  lay  it  down  as  an  established 
principle^  that  the  laws  of  nations  and  municipal 
laws,  which  are  nuda  prohihita^  are  deduced  from 
the  eternal  rules  of  right  and  wrons[;  and  argue, 
thftt,  by  the  laws  of  nation,  one  nation  bears  the 
same  relation  to  another  nation  as,  by  municipal 
law,  a  sovereign  State  does  to  an  individual  of 
that  State;  and  if  a  sovereign  State,  in  the  pur- 
sait  of  an  individual  who  has  committed  a  crime, 
eaOy  by  its  officers,  enter  the  private  possessions 
of  an  individual  and  apprehend  the  offender,  so, 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  is  it  right  for  one  nation 
to  enter  the  territory  of  another  nation  in  the 
pursuit  of  a  third  offirnding  nation,  who  is  afforded 
shelter  and  aid  in  a  neutral  territory.  Again:  a 
fort  bears  the  same  relation  to  a  nation  as  a  house 
does  to  an  individual;  and  they  are  regarded  as 


citadels,  or  places  of  safety,  to  the  former  as  well 
as  to  the  latter;  but,  let  it  be  remembered,  xhMi 
they  are  sacred  only  so  lonp^  as  they  are  used  for 
places  of  defence ;  and,  if  it  is  right  for  a  soTer« 
eign  State,  in  the  pursuit  of  a  criminal  who  is 
afforded  shelter  in  a  dwelling-house,  not  only  to 
enter  the  premises,  but  to  break  down  even  outer 
doors,  and  drag  him  from  thence,  so  it  is  right 
for  one  sovereign  State,  not  only  to  enter  the  ter- 
ritory, but  the  forts,  of  another  sovereign  State, 
in  pursuit  of  a  hostile  offending  nation  that  is 
afforded  shelter,  aid,  or  protection,  in  the  neutral 
territory  or  forts.  For  the  law  of  nations  de- 
clares: **That  if  my  neighbor  affords  )i  retreat 
'  to  my  enemies,  when  defended  and  too  mueh 
'  weakened  to  escajpe  me,  and  allows  time  to  re- 
-cover and  watch  a  favorable  opportunity  of 
'  making  a  second  attack  on  my  territory,  this 

*  conduct,  so  prejudicial  to  my  safety  and  inter* 
'  est,  would  be  incompatible  with  neutrality.  If, 
'  therefore,  my  enemy,  on  suffering  a  discomfiture. 
'  retreat  into  his  country,  although  charity  will 
'  not  allow  me  to  refuse  him  permission  to  pass 
'  in  security,  he  is  bound  to  make  them  continue 
'  their  march  beyond  his  frontiers  as  soon  as  pos- 
'  sible,  and  not  suffer  them  to  remain  in  his  ler* 

*  ritory  on  the  watch  for  a  convenient  opportu* 
'  nity  to  attack  me  anew ;  otherwise  he  gives  me 
-  a  right  to  enter  his  country  in  pursuit  of  them.*' 
And  I  contend,  upon  the  same  principle,  that 
similar  conduct  would  give  a  right  to  enter  a 
fort.  Do  gentlemen  require  the  production  of 
the  facts  which  bqgat  the  necessity  tor  our  mareh- 
injg  into  neutral  territory  and  taking  possession 
01  forts  belonging  to  another  nation,  and  which 
only  can  operate  our  justification  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  only  to  regret  that  they 
are  so  numerous.  Without  adverting  to  those 
in  the  late  war  between  Great  Britain  and  thb 
country,  is  it  not  notorious,  sir,  that  the  Indians 
were  almost  in  the  continual  habit  of  stealing 
property  from  our  citizens,  and,  when  purBued, 
would  retire  into  this  neutral  territory,  and  there 
sell  it,  in  the  face  of  open  day,  at  Pensacola  and 
at  the  fort  of  St.  Marxs?  Is  it  not  a  notorious 
fact,  that  ihef  murdered  Lieutenant  Scott  and 
the  most  of  his  party,  consisting  of  men,  women, 
and  children;  that  they  murdered  tfauB  whole 
crew  of  a  boat  except  one,  and  him  they  tarred, 
feathered,  and  burnt  to  death?  Did  not  the  In- 
dians cruelly  murder  whole  families,  and  then 
would  retire  into  this  said  neutral  territorv  with 
impunity  ?  Is  it  not  a  notorious  fact,  that,  in 
this  same  territory,  called  neutral,  were  found 
fifty  fresh  scalps  in  one  place,  and  three  hundred 
more  were  suspended  on  a  pole  at  another  ?  Is 
it  not  a  notorious  fact,  that  the  Indian^  assoeia- 
ted  with  Ambrister,  held  councils  of  war  in  Fort 
Sl  Marks,  a  Spanish  neutral  fort  1  Did  not  Qov- 
ernor  Masot  inform  Qeneral  Jackson  that  the 
Indians  intended  occupying  it?  Is  it  not  a  no- 
torious fact,  that  large  hordes  of  Indians  lay  at 
and  near  Pensacola  and  the  Fort  St.  Carlos  Ba- 
rancas ;  that  they  were  fed  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
supplied  with  munitions  of  war  from  the  Kin^s 
store  ?    After  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  by  Major 
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Tovan  naar  Penaaeok,  w«re  iiie  lodiAiis  not 
itnled  in  GoTcntment  Tcssels  aeroM  the  bay,  to 
MCiiro  ttoa  ffom  iojair  ?  Did  aot  the  Spejiish 
Gorernor,  in  the  ctpittilatioii  for  the  rarrender 
of  the  Fort  St.  Caflos  Baraneas.  treat  for  the 
eafety  and  impunity  of  a  noted  Indian  chief,  then 
eeoured  in  the  fort;  and,  after  its  surrender,  was 
not  a  wounded  Indian  oarried  out  of  it  ?  Are 
we  Amerieans,  and  are  these  faets  not  enough? 
Or  do  gentlemen  require  our  whole  Southern 
frontier  to  be  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword  be- 
ftre  the  necessity  would  be  sufficient  to  justify 
our  marehing  into  neutral  territory  to  put  down 
Mtrnges  there  sheltefed,  and  who  haTe  murdered 
our  eitizens  1  If  we,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  are  at 
a  distance,  feel  for  our  injured  country,  what 
must  liaye  been  the  feelings  of  General  Jackson, 
who  was  an  eye«wltness  to  those  transactions  ? 

I  proceed  now,  sir,  to  inquire  what  branch  of 
the  Gof  ernment  possesses  the  power  of  executiug 
the  laws  and  repelliog  invasion.  By  the  four- 
teenth specification  in  the  8ch  section  of  the  Ist 
article  of  the  Coostltution  of  the  United  Stales, 
Ckmgress  hss  power  "  to  provide  for  ealliuff  forth 
the  militia  to  ezecate  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasions.''  What 
power  has  Congress  by  this  provision?  I  an- 
swer, no  other  power  than  to  provide  for  calliag 
forth  the  militia  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the 
tpecifieatioo.  The  mihtia  is  the  effieient  power 
to  execute  the  laws,  Ac.  Who  commaods  them 
when  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ?  Not 
Congress,  but  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
he  oommands,  directs,  and  controls  them*  It  U 
the  President,  then^  that  is  authorixed  to  execute 
the  law^  suppress  msnrrection,  and  repel  inva- 
sions. Again,  sir,  the  Constitarioo  of  the  United 
States  charges  the  President  to  *^  take  care  thai 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  Laws  do  not 
merely  mean  law  international  or  mnnicipal,  but 
also  national  law ;  for  the  ninth  spceiraition  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  speaks  of  ''ofences 
•gainst  the  lawsof  nationp,"  thereby  recognising 
the  existence  of  the  laws  of  nations  as  part  S 
the  lews  of  the  land.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  executor  of  all  laws  under  the  Con- 
stitution ;  he  is  therefore  authorixed,  under  certain 
circumstances  involving  selMefenec,  and  in  that 
cuse  onlv,  to  eater  ncutnl  territory.  Lamenmble, 
indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  would  be  our  situation,  if 
the  President  had  not  the  power,  in  selMefenoe, 
of  porsniof  an  enemv  into  neutral  territory.  A 
mere  banditti  might  issue  from  foreign  territory, 
eoanpit  murder  and  depredations  upon  your  dti- 
xens,  and  retire  back  with  impunity.  These  de- 
predations must  be  endured,  or  Congress  must 
mterfere.  It  might  not  be  expedient  to  go  to 
war ;  but  I  contend,  that  if  Congrtss,  which  is 
the  war-making  power,  should  authorixe  by  law 
any  act  of  violence  in  a  foreign  territory,  modify 
the  phraseology  as  you  please,  it  would  be  a  dec- 
laration of  public  war.  Under  such  doelrines, 
the  only  allernativo  left  us  is  public  war,  pre- 
pared or  aot  prepared,  or  to  suffer  oar  eiiiseas  to 
he  BBUfdered  with  impunity.    But  I  contend,  sir,  | 


Ihat  the  President  was  authoriitd,  by  jon  on 
authority,  which  is  the  war-mekiag  power,  todo 
what  he  did  do.  The  act  '* entitled  to  actio 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  rspel  in- 
vasion," &c.,  passed  the  aSth  Febcnary,  1796,  ii, 
in  my  estimation,  a  standing  deeisiatioa  of  k- 
fensive  war  against  the  Indians;  sod  the  Prai- 
dent  is  as  much  bound  to  obey  it  se  he  wts  ih 
act  declaring  war  against  Great  Britsis.  Thu 
act  declares,  "  that  whenever  the  Dailed  Snta 
^  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  iauniamt  dionr  of 
'  invasion  from  any  foreign  aatiea  or  isdiii 
'  uifae,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Preiidsot  of  thi 
<  United  States  to  call  forth  such  aisber  of  the 
'  militia  of  the  State  or  States  moot  oooTCDieot 
'  to  the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  aetioD,  u  he 
*  mav  judge  neeeesary,  to  repel  taoh  inmios." 
By  this  act,  the  President  is  authoriaed  sot  oalf 
to  repel  actual  invasion,  hut  also  thecspieityff 
power  of  invasion ;  for  the  weid  imminent  eas- 
not  mean  actual  invasion,  but  does  neaO)  if  it 
means  anything,  the  power  or  cecity  to  inTidt 
To  strengthen  and  confirm  the  correetaess  of 
this  construction,  let  us  for  a  moaMot  adrert  lo 
first  principles.  The  first  duty  impoied  ojnd 
man,  in  every  stage  of  his  existeaoe^  u  preicm- 
tion.  In  a  state  of  nature,  he  is  under  no  new- 
sity  to  wait  until  he  is  shot  downhefoie  he  wend 
be  justified  in  making  resistance;  neither  is  He, 
in  a  state  of  society ;  for  if  his  aotagootst  as- 
sumes an  attitude  or  dcfpnce^  speaks  tbelanpap 
of  menaee,and  is  in  striking  disianoe,  he  is  m- 
thoiixed  to  stoike  first,  and  is  under  no  obligatMi 
to  wait  until  he  receives  the  blow  which  ffligv 
incapacitate  him  from  resistaaee.  The  am 
doty  is  also  of  primary  obiigatkio  to  oauov; 
and,  in  principle,  it  matteis  not  whether  the  ex- 
isteneoof  sn  individual  or  that  of  s  BStiesisn 
danger  i  for  society  is  under  as  solemn  obligatMS 
to  guaranty  existence  to  ene  as  to  the  otiter.  i 
contend,  then,  that,  by  the  provisions  of  tbislsv. 
nay,  by  the  provismna  of  all  laws,  both  booisB 
and  divine,  the  Preaident  was  aaihorixed  to  ^ 
down^  not  only  actual  invasion,  but  the  P^^" 
invanon,  let  it  happen  or  exist  wfaso  and  where 
it  might ;  and,  considering  the  mode  oi  li^^ 
wariarey  not  merely  nation  against  nstioo  or  armr 

against  army,  hot  individual  sgaiast  in^^^l^ 
that  the  principle  wonU  extend  toembmce  »e 
capacity  of  invasion  upon  any  scale,  «■•''? 
extensive.  But  I  beg  not  to  be  nlmnift^ 
for  I  wish  to  boeoosideted  aaaNo«iagj^P<>*^ 
to  the  Pmideni  only  in  case  of  selAdefsflce ;  ^ 
step  beyoad  that  would  make  him  the  ag^c^ 
and  would  be  an  assamption  of  die  wt'-B^^J 
power,  which  beionss  only  to  Goofres^.  i^ 
President  of  the  United  States  being  thw  V^ 
to  possess  the  power  to  execute  **»• '•^*','i5. 
tion  of  this  power  wns  imparted  <^^^1?' gl 
son  in  relation  to  the  Seminole  war.  The  0^ 
retary  of  War,  in  a  letter  written  to  Oofff»» 
Bibb,  says  that  Geneial  Jsckaoawss  i^esjed  «»■ 

discretionary  powers  in  Pekuoa  to  the8e«/j?. 
war ;  and  we  all  know,  (rom  the  high tftfo^ 
tinf  nished  chnraeter  of  that  offiear,  that  be jru«p 
never  oondescend  to  atate  a  ftct  la  lae  ioas> 


L129 


HB3T0RT  OF  OONOSBfiS. 


1130 


rSBRUAETy  ISl^ 


M^^V^^^PWm^9l9^       '  V  v^V  V 


H.  OP  R. 


^ee  different  from  what  it  was.  This  suppoBi- 
ion  o£  power  is  corroborated  from  the  consider- 
ition,  that  General  Jacksoo,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  after  the  capture  of  the  Fort 
»f  St.  Marks,  informs  him,  tnat  he  had  acted 
igreeable  to  tne  orders  of  the  President ;  which 
issertion  we  cannot  suppose  the  General  would 
lave  made,  uoless  he  was  warranted  in  doing  so 
if  his  instructions. 

The  taking  of  the  Danish  fl^et  hy  the  British 
las  been  adrerted  ta  and  wehaTe  been  triumph- 
iDtly  told,  that  the  festures  of  the  capture  of  the 
losts  of  Dt.  Marks,  Pensacola,  and  St.  Carlos 
krancas,  correspond  with  those  of  the  capture 
tf  the  Danish  fleet  at  CopenhM;en,  and  that  we 
annot  consistently  approve  oTthe  conduct  of 
General  Jackson  and  condemn  that  of  the  British. 
The  facts  of  the  two  cases,  Mr.  Chairman,  are 
ery  dissimilar.  Let  gentlemen  advert  to  the 
;istory  of  the  capture  of  the  Danish  fleet  by  the 
British.  Were  the  French  fed  by  the  Danes,  or 
urnished  with  munitions  of  war  from  the  King's 
lore?  Did  they  commit  depredations  on  the 
llaglish  coast,  and  were  they  aiBDorded  shelter  and 
rotection  in  Danish  neutral  territory?  Qt  was 
ay  evidence  ever  furnished  to  the  world  that 
bLsy  intended  to  seize  the  Danish  fleet  1  It 
)  true,  they  had  overrun  Italy  and  conquer* 
d  the  Netherlands.  Hamburgh  had  sabmttted 
0  their  authority,  and  the  city  of  Lubeck  was  in 
heir  possession.  But  we  must  not  forget  their 
laager.  The  empire  of  Germany  lay  on  their 
ear,  and  the  battle  of  Jena  had  not  yet  nrostmted 
he  power  of  Prussia.  In  front,  the  lake  of  La- 
leck  and  East  sea  presented  physical  obstructions 
0  their  obtaining  their  object.  If  they  turned  to 
he  left,  they  had  to  encounter  the  passage  of  the 
iiittle  and  Great  Belt ;  and,  could  they  have 
narched  upon  Copenhaffeo,  the  fleet  might  have 
ailed  up  the  Sound  ana  escaped  into  the  Catte- 
^t.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  possible, 
rat  not  probable,  that  the  French  could  have 
eized  the  Danish  fleet,  and,  without  which  pro- 
mbility,  where  was  the  necessitjr  for  the  British 
0  make  the  seizure  ?  The  necessity  was  not  r«al 
mt  fictitious ;  it  was  not  predicated  upon  facts, 
mt  existed  only  in  conjecture.  In  relation  to  the 
^ptare  of  St.  Marks,  rensacola,  and  St.  Carlos 
Sarancas,  b^  €knerai  Jackson,  it  is  onnecessary 
i^in  to  repeat  the  facts  whicn  begat  the  neees- 
lity  to  make  it ;  they  were  not  merely  conjecUi- 
il^  but  had  actually  occurred  and  producel  a 
necessity  highly  imperative.  The  case  of  the 
capture  of  the  Danish  fleet  fails  in  tbe  compari- 
iOD,  and  furnishes  no  ground  of  illustration. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  General  Jackson,  in 
sausiDg  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrbter  to  be  executed, 
icted  incorrectly,  and  even  his  reasoning  has  been 
considered  wrong.  I  disclaim,  Mr.  ChairmaiL 
lUiring  anythini;  to  do  with  his  reasoning,  aadi^ 
>ipon  investigation,  I  find  his  conduct  correct^  I 
wall  be  satimd.  I  would  do  great  injustice  to 
^y  feelings,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  criminality 
3f  the  conduct  of  those  men,  did!  not  express  my 
extreme  regret  that  they  were  executed.  Think* 
^Dg,  however,  as  I  do,  that  General  Jackson  had 


the  powers  as  consmander,  to  put  them  to  death, 
and  having  exerted  that  power,  no  doubt  as  he 
thought  for  the  ^ed  of  his  country,  I  acquiesce. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  they  were  spies,  in 
which  case  they  ought  to  have  been  tried  by  a 
court  martial,  furnished  with  the  grounds  of  their 
accusation,  and  confronted  with  the  witnesses. 
They  were  foreigners,  without  our  territory,  owed 
this  Government  no  allegiance^  either  local  or 
ffeneraL  and  could  therefore  not  be  pot  to  death 
for  high  treason.  And  our  courts  for  the  punish* 
ment  of  crimes  on  land  could  not  take  coffnizanoe 
of  their  acts,  however  criminal,  because  they  were 
perpetrated  in  a  foreign  country  and  out  of  their 
jurisdiction.  Nor  were  they  put  to  death  to 
satiate  cruelty  or  j^ratify  a  malignant  spirit  of 
revenge,  but  as  subjects  of  retaliation,  and,  in  ter- 
rorem,  to  prevent  other  foreiffuers  from  identi* 
fving  themselves  with  the  Indians  and  exciting 
tnem  to  murder  and  rapine.  This  power,  in  every 
age^  has  belonged  and  appertained  to  the  com- 
manding Gkneral ;  he  commands  the  commeBoe- 
ment  of  destruction,  and,  in  modern  warfare, 
stays  the  carnage  at  the  cessation  of  resistaaee :  but 
in  anoient  times,  if  he  pleased,  not  until  there  was 
no  one  left  to  resist.  When  war  became  lose  aan* 

{quinary,  tbe  vanquished  were  made  prisoners  and 
ed  into  slaverv  :--chained,  they  followed  in  the 
train,  to  swell  the  pomp  and  triumph  of  the  victor; 
and  their  lives,  althnnoh  spared,  were  always  sop* 
poaed  to  be  forfeiieC  and  at  the  merey  of  toe 
commanding  officer,  tmder  cireomatanoes  of  ioH 
perioos  necessity.  Upon  this  principle  was  ^ 
bloody  mwarre  of  the  j^isonera  jvstiied,  whoi 
upon  the  false  alarm  after  the  battle  of  Agineontt 
were  ordered  to  he  eaeonled  bv  the  Blaek  Pleinee, 
the  pink  of  eonrteay  and  delight  of  chivalry ;  and 
from  this  principle,  Aitgaim  it  aa  yon  may,  is 
derived  the  pewer  to  put  an  innocent  prisoner  to 
death  by  way  of  retaliation*  The  law  of  nnciona 
ctmsiders  your  enemies  in  your  power,  not  aftereHr 
as  prisoneta,  but  as  hostages  for  the  corveot  treat* 
ment  of  your  coniktrymen  in  the  powes  of  your 
enemies.  By  the  laws  of  oivflized  modern  war* 
fitre,  women  and  children  are  exempt  from  de- 
struction, whiehf  if  denied  to  theniL  yon  are  per- 
fectly justifiable  to  retaliate  upon  the  Indiana^  or 
ihoee  who  identify  themselves  with  theas^  so  ae 
to  prevent  ite  repettcton.  This  power  of  retaliar 
tion  was  asenmed  by  General  Washington,  in  the 
Revolationary  war,  in  the  easeef  Captmn  Aigtil; 
and  when  the  same  power  was  assumed  by  Gen- 
eral Greene^  to  the  ioiHh,  on  account  of  the  exe* 
cntion  of  the  gallant  Hayne,  the  then  Congress 
acquiesced  in  the  assumption  of  soeh  power,  by 
each  of  theee  great  men.  But  the  nooorable 
Speaker  saya^  '*  the  right  of  retaliation  is  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  and  comprehended  in  the 
war-making  power,*^  and  that  because  Congress 
has,  in  the  nues  aM  articles  of  war,  provided  a 
Uibnnal  for  the  trial  of  spies,  thejr  have  the  power 
to  prescribe  the  rule  or  mode  of  trial  in  oaaei  of  re- 
taliation. Again,  that  no  man  coold  be  executed 
in  this  free  country,  without  two  things  being 
shown :  first,  that  the  law  condemns  him  to 
death ;  secondly,  that  his  death  is  pronounced 
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by  that  tribunal  whicb  is  autborized  by  Iftw  to 
tiy  bim. 

'  Provide  rules  or  mode  of  trial — and  for  what 
purpose  ?  The  death  of  a  subject  of  retaliation 
IS  not  determined  on  by  trial,  but  by  lot.  He  is 
eondemned,  not  because  he  is  guilty,  but  because 
he  is  unfortunate.  And  will  you  insult  a  dyins 
man  with  forms  of  law  and  constitution,  and 
deny  him  the  substance?  He  is  not  a  victim 
given  up  to  the  demands  of  insulted  justice,  but 
an  unfortunate  sacrifice,  reluctantly  yielded  up 
by  justice  herself  to  the  tears  of  mercy  and  hu- 
manity, to  stop  the  improper  effusion  of  human 
bloody  and  to  protect  your  unfortunate  country- 
men in  the  power  of  your  enemy. 

But,  sir,  the  policv  of  retaliation  on  an  Indian 
is  questioned,  and  tne  words 

**  Begin  ye  tormentors,  your  threats  axe  in  vain. 
For  the  son  of  Alknomok  will  never  complain," 

ascribed  by  the  |)oet  to  the  Indian,  are  regarded 
as  conclusive  evidence  of  its  inefficacy.  Admit- 
ting those  expressions  to  be  historical  facts,  are 
we  to  conclude  that  an  Indian  is  above  the  weak- 
ness of  humanity,  and  insensible  to  the  impulse 
of  fear  ?  No,  sir ;  for,  although  by  custom  bar* 
barons,  by  nature  he  is  a  man— not  only  subject 
to  his  passions  and  his  appetites,  but  forever  under 
the  predominant  influence  of  the  two  great  incen- 
tives to  action,  hope  and  fear.  And  whether  he 
frowns  in  the  gloom  of  the  forest,  or  adorns  the 
circles  of  polished  life,  he  is  physically  every 
where  the  same;  and  it  is  education  alone  which 

fives  variety  to  his  character,  which  improves 
is  mental  capacitv,  briffhtens  the  radiance  of 
moral  grandeur,  ana  developes  the  divinity  of  his 
nature ;  and  whatever  firmness  of  character  may  be 
attributed  to  an  Indian  bf  a  poet,  whilst  agoniz- 
ing at  the  stake,  all  experience  testifies  that  when 
death  thunders  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  or 
bristles  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  wild  dis- 
may he  flies  to  the  covert  of  the  woods  and  the 
awamp,  for  shelter  and  for  safety.  But,  sir,  it  is 
farther  said,  that  General  Jackson  is  ambitious : 
if  criminallv,  produce  the  evidence,  and  it  shall 
be  the  signal  of  his  destruction.  Instead  of  a  few 
such  as  conspired  against  Cssar,  a  whole  people 
will  conspire  against  him ;  and  instead  of  having 
oeeasion  only  to  exclaim,  et  iu  Brute — thousands 
upon  thousands  of  indiffuant  freemen  "  would 
break  through  the  thick  array  of  his  thronged 
legions  and  reach  his  heart,  to  free  their  eountry.'' 
Bat  where  is  the  evidence  of  his  ambition  I  Has 
be,  like  Csesar,  passed  the  Rubicon,  to  enslave  his 
country  ?  No :  but  has  on  foot  forded  your  rivers, 
penetrated  your  swamps,  and  encompassed  your 
morasses,  to  preserve  your  wives  ana  your  chil- 
dren from  ruin  and  destruction.  Has  he,  like 
Philip,  by  bribes  and  corruption,  entered  the  Am- 
phictionie  council  ?  No,  sir ;  but  is  now  unarmed 
and  defenceless  within  your  city.  And  although 
your  Speaker,  the  modern  Demosthenes,  unlike 
bis  great  prototype  in  the  day  of  contest,  stands 
flroa  to  his  post,  and,  with  impassioned  eloquence, 
naaintains  the  contest  against  him ;  and  although 
his  hard-earned  reputation,  which  is  dearer  to 


him  than  life,  is  at  stake,  and  he  withoat  in  o^ 
portunity  of  defending  it,  he  bows  in  silence,  sod 
respectfully  withholds  himself  from  the  bill  of 
your  deliberations.  Has  he.  like  Philip,  seized  ap* 
on  Blatea  ?  or  terminatea  the  liberties  of  his 
country  at  the  battle  of  Chseronea  ?  No,  sir;  bot 
he  took  possession  of  New  Orleans,  at  the  com- 
mand of  nis  superiors,  and  quenched  the  flames 
of  the  late  war.  not  in  the  tears  of  his  coantrf.  bnt 
in  the  blood  ot  your  enemies. 

Most  unfortunate  of  unfortunate  men !  Ifhe  does 
not  march  into  Florida,  he  disobeys  the  orders  of 
his  superiors,  and  his  commission  or  his  Jife  mij 
be  the  forfeit.  If  he  does,  and  encounters  diffi- 
culties, dangers,  and  almost  stamtion  itself,  in 
an  honest  endeavor  to  promote  the  interest  and 
glory  of  his  country,  he  meets  the  frowns  of  the 
representatives  of  the  very  people  whom  be  bi5 
been  endeavoring  to  benent. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  not  forget  his  icbiere- 
ments.  His  country  may  yet  want  his  serf  lees. 
And  although,  whilst  fighting  the  battles  of  bis 
country,  he  could  look  death  and  look  danger  in 
the  face,  and  knew  no  fear^now  he  does  feir. 
Yes,  sir,  he  fears  the  disgrace  of  his  coantrj.  Alis! 
sir,  if  he  should  incur  the  dugrace  of  his  coontr^, 
whither  will  he  go  ?  Will  he  return  back  to  bB 
family  and  friends,  whom  he  so  lately  left  with 
loy  ?  Or  will  he,  mournful  and  dejected,  direct 
his  course  to  New  Orleans,  the  scene  of  bis  coili 
and  his  triumph  ?  No,  sir,  he  will  wish  for  aa 
early  grave,  to  hide  himself  from  the  coateopt 
of  bis  country,  under  that  very  soil  which  be  hai 
so  often  gloriously  defended  ! 

Here  the  debate  terminated,  the  whole  of  wbieh 
is  contained  in'  the  preceding  pages,  except  tbe 
speech  of  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  and  tbe  second  speecli 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Clay,  of  which  the  editors  hsre 
not  been  able  to  obtain  satisfactory  teppris  tot 
publication.  The  final  proceeding  on  this  inter- 
esting  subject  are  thus  stated  in  the  National  lo- 
telligencer  of  February  10th : 

After  Mr.  Ervin  had  concluded  his  spe«ch, 
the  House  yet  being  in  Committee  oiihem^^^ 

The  question  was  uken  on  the  adoption  otm 
following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Commiiwe 
on  Military  Afiairs :  ^-  ,  ^z 

«  Rewhed,  That  the  Hoase  of  IBi^F^^^^^Z 
tbe  United  8Utes  disapproves  the  V^oct^^PfJz^ 
trial  and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbnthnot  tnd  koo- 
ert  C.  Ambrister/'  m    am  90 

And  decided  in  the  negative— «f«  54,  flO»    * 

The  question  was  then  pot  on  ■*^**f  lu^: 
first  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  ^^•''*'     .  aL 

*«  ifeao/ocd;  That  the  Committee  on  }f^^^^ 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  ^^^ 
prohibiting,  in  time  of  peace,  or  in  time  w  wsi, 
any  Indian  tribe  or  tribes  only,  the  «««Uoii  oi  / 
captive,  taken  by  the  Army  of  the  ^'^^^°Z^'Li' 
out  the  approbation  of  such  exeeotion  by  tne 
denV  M 

And  decided  in  the  negative-aycB STn^es ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  ^\^^ 
solution  offered  by  Mr.  Cobb,  which  he  mo^ 
to  read  as  follows:  ,  .    0^^ 

«<JRcfo^  That  tbe  late  wwm  of  the  op-- 
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posts  of  PenMcola  and  8t  Cario*  de  Bvanevh  in 
West  FlOTida,  by  the  Army  of  the  Unitod  Butes,  was 
contrary  to  the  Conatitutton  of  the  United  9tetea«" 

And  decided  in  the  negative,  also-^ayes  65, 
noes  91. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  third  and 
last  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Cobb,  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  also  in- 
gtracted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  prohibiting  the 
march  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  corps 
thereof,  into  any  foreign  territoiy,  without  the  jffen- 
oQs  authorization  of  Congress,  except  it  be  in  the  case 
of  fresh  punuit  of  a  defeated  enemy  of  the  United 
States,  taking  refuge  within  luch  foreign  territory." 
And  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose  and 
reported  their  proceedings  to  the  House,  and  the 
question   being  stated  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  ot  the  Whole  in  their  ^disagreement 
to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee— 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be   indefinitely  postponed.    It  was  enough 
that  a  direct  question  had  been  taken  on  the  re- 
solutions in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^and  he 
wished  the  House  to  pronounce  no  opinion  in  a 
case  which  he  believed  to  be  not  witbm  its  juris- 
diction.   Mr.  P.  recapitulated  briefly  one  or  two 
arguments  which  he  had  used  in  the  debate ;  con- 
tending, that  the  officers  of  the  army  were  re- 
sponsible to  the  Executive  alone — not  to  Congress, 
and  much  less  to  one  branch  only  of  Congress  y^ 
the  onlf  power  delegated  to  this  House,  singly, 
was  to  judge  of  the  election  of  its  members.    He 
wished  to  avoid  a  course  that  he  considered  so 
improper,  and  which  would  operate  as  a  prece- 
dent m  future;  and  therefore  hoped  the  matter 
would  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Lo^NOBS  offered  a  few  remarks  to  show 
that  Mr.  Poindeztbr  was  mistaken  in  the  effect 
which  he  apprehended  from  a  vote  on  the  reso- 
lation.  Mr.  jL.  believed  there  was  no  authority 
vested  in  the  House  more  unquestionable  or  real 
than  that  which  entitled  it  to  express  an  opinion 
on  the  case  now  before  it.  It  was  strictly  within 
the  powers  of  the  House,  as  the  agents  of  the 
peoplie,  appointed  to  investigate  all  public  mat- 
ters. He  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, but  it  was  not  because  he  believed  the 
House  incompetent  to  express  its  opinion  of  the 
matter  in  question  \  and  he  wished  that  no  such 
construction  might  be  given  to  the  vote. 

4fter  some  conversation  on  the  propriety  of 
the  coarse  proposed,  Mr.  PoiiinBXTBR  said,  as 
eeatlemen  appeared  disposed  to  vote  on  the  reso- 
lution directly,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  postponement. 

Mr.  Spbncbr  renewed  the  motion.  He  did  not 
think  this  subject  properly  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  House,  nor  was  it  one  of  those  great  oc- 
casions on  which  it  ought  to  transcend  its  powers. 
It  was  not  a  proceeding  which  was  to  lead  to  im- 
peachment, nor  to  any  practical  legislation,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  pronounce  an  opin- 
ion in  the  case.  If  the  members  wish  to  express 
their  opinions  as  individuals,  said  Mr.  S.,  let  us 


adjourn  loDaTis'shotel,and  there,  as  citizens,  give 
our  opinions,  bat  not  hercj  in  our  legislative  ea* 
pacity,  pronounce  a*  decision  to  which  we  are 
not  competent — out  of  which  no  act  of  legislation 
is  to  grow. 

Mr.  Holmes  thought  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  might  operate  as  an  indirect  censare 
on  Gkneral  Jackson.  The  subject  had  been  much 
discussed — the  matter  at  issue  had  been  the  con* 
duct  of  General  Jackson,  and  it  was  doe  to  himi 
and  to  members  on  both  sides^  that  the  questioo 
should  be  now  met  and  fairly  decided. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
postponement.  He  wished  to  meet  the  resolu- 
tion directly,  and  expressed  his  dissent  from  the 
doctrine  advanced  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Spbn- 
cbr.) It  might  become  necessary  often  for  the 
House  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  conduct  of 
the  military  officers,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen 
would  agree  to  vote  in  the  spirit  of  the  proposi- 
tion reported  by  the  Military  Committee,  reject 
the  motion  for  postponement,  and  give  its  opin- 
ion directly  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cobb  opposed  the  postponement,  and  asked 
it  as  a  favor  of  the  House  to  oe  allowed  to  record 
his  vote  on  the  resolution  which  he  had  submit- 
ted in  Committee,  for  which  there  would  be  no 
opportunity  if  this  motion  prevailed.  Mr.  C. 
then  madesome  remarks  on  the  opinion  advanced, 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  House  to  ex- 
press its  opinion  in  this  case,  which  he  contro- 
verted, and  contended  that  it  was  a  power  un- 
questionably vested  in  the  House,  and  one  which 
he  hoped  it  would  never  resigns 

Mr.  duARLES  was  in  favor  of  the  indefinite 
postponement,  because  it  accorded  with  his  opin- 
ion of  the  iocompetencv  of  the  House  to  act  on 
the  subject.  He  had  thought,  throughout  the 
debate,  that  it  was  acting  against  tbe  Constita- 
tion  of  the  country.  Whenever  a  proposition 
was  presented  to  him,  which  he  approved,  he 
would  give  his  opinion,  regardless  or  the  frowns 
of  any  man;  but  it  was  strongly  impressed  on 
his  mind  that  this  course  was  trenching  on  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  which  it 
would  be  a  dereliction  of  doty  to  sanction. 
Whence  did  the  House  derive  its  power  to  pro- 
ceed in  this  tx  parte  manner  to  pronounce  on  the 
conduct,  of  an  officer?  Congress  could  make 
rules  and  reg[ulations  for  the  government  of  the 
army,  but  this  was  a  case  not  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  House,  and  an  encroachment  on  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Executive.  If  Qeneral  Jack- 
son had  acted  improperly,  he  could  be  tried  any 
time  within  two  years  after  the  commission  of 
the  offence;  but,  as  the  Constitution  had  not 
given  to  this  House  the  power  of  trying  him,  but 
had  pointed  out  the  mode,  to  that  mode  it  was 

E roper  to  leave  him.  A  vote  of  this  House  woold 
ave  a  powerful  effect  on  a  court  of  inquiry,  if 
such  a  court  were  to  be  convened,  and  it  would 
for  that  reason  be  improper  to  express  an  opinion. 
Mr,  Qi,  was  averse  to  interfering  with  the  powers 
of  other  departments  of  the  Government,  and 
this  was  a  case  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  Executive,  ^. 
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Mr.  Rbia  wm  not  now,  aflter  this  ctso  hid 
been  argoed  eighteen  dayt,  for  giriog  it  the  so- 
by*  The  question  ought  now  to  be  met  dlreeujr, 
and  let  the  precedent  be  fixed,  whether  the  Hoose 
would  sustain  the  course  proposed  by  the  resola- 
tioa.  He  hoped  every  member  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  PoiR DBZTnR^  with  the  view,  and  with  that 
▼iew  alone,  of  obtaining  a  rote  directly  on  con- 
currence with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  in 
their  report,  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  agreed  to  taae  the  previovs  ques- 
tion^-^yes  95 ;  and, 

Tbequestion  being  pronounced  from  the  Chair, 
**  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  SpsMCBR,  upon  this  question,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  refused;  and 

The  House  havin^g  agreed  to  take  the  main 
question,  of  concurring  with  the  Committee  of 
tne  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Military  Committee, 

Mr.  Harbisoii  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion— conceiving  the  cases  of  Arbuthnot  and 
Ambrister  to  be  very  distinct,  and  marked  by 
citeumstances  so  difierent,  as  to  permit  the  ap- 
proval of  one  and  censure  of  the  other. 

The  trial,  sentence,  and  execution,  of  Arbtith- 
not  were,  he  said,  in  his  opinion,  p«rfectly  cor* 
reot ;  ano,  although  be  would  not  agree  to  cen* 
sure  any  one  concerned,  when  their  motives  were 
as  ntre  as  he  was  certain  they  were  on  this  oc- 
casion, especially  when  he  had  no  doubt  but  both 
man  deserved  death ;  yet,  beinff  called  upon  to 
say  whether  the  execution  of  Ambrister  was 
right  or  wrong,  as  he  differed  in  opinion  from 
General  Jackson  as  to  his  lowers  over  the  cotrrt, 
he  was  obliged  to  say  that  it  was  wrong.  It  was 
an  honest  dMTerence  of  opinion,  he  said,  and 
was  not  intended  to  convey  any  censure  upon 
that  oflker. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disa- 
greement to  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution, 
vfae:  "That  this  House  disapproves  of  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Alexander  Arbuthnot,"  and  de- 
chled  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
foHows : 


Tbas — Messn.  Abbot,  Andsrson  of  Pennsyhrsnist 
Anderson  of  Kentacky*  Baldwin,  Barbour  of  Yir- 
ginia.  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Batsman,  Bennettt 
Bloont,  Boden,  Bryan,  Borwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Claget^  Comstock,  Crafts,  Cruger,  David- 
son, uesha,  Drake,  Ellicott,  Enrin  of  South  Carolina, 
Flojd,  Folger,Gage,  Gamett,  Hall  of  Delawars,  Hall 
of  rforth  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Herkimer, 
Herrick,  Heister,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Hopkin- 
8011,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Littie, 
Lifermore,  McLane  of  DeL,  McLean  of  Illinois,  Mc- 
^  Coy,  Maiehand,  M arr,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mer- 
riO,  Middlston,  Robert  Moore,  Bamnel  Moors,  Morton, 
Mnnay,  H.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pal- 
mer, Parrott,  Patterson,  Peter,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Queries,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Rogers, 
Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Scodder,  Sergeant,  Settle, 
Seybert,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  S.  Smith,  Ballard 


Ssudi,  AInr.  Smyth,  Sov&avd* 
TVir,  Taylsr,  Ttompkins,  Tndkvr  of  86«lh  CnoSm, 
Upham,  Widker  of  North  GaeaiiBa,  Walkef  of  b. 
tncky,  Wallace,  Wendofor,  Wliitaeado,  Wilkm,  Hi- 
liams  of  New  York,  and  Wilsoii  of  PennsjlTBme^Ui 
Nats— Mesas.  AUen  of  Massachnacts,  AaBKa,Btf. 
Bayley,  Beecher,  Blooofidd,  Cobb,  Csbton,  G«i 
Crawford,  Cnlbreth,  Coshman,  Bdwuds,  FoDer^Gi. 
bert,  Huntington,  Irring  of  Xew  Tcn^,  Johmoo  d 
Vbginia,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowndea,  W.  MacUy,  W. 
P.  Maclsy,  Mason  of  Rhode  Tslandj  Wereef,  MSh, 
Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  T.  M.  Keliea,  O^dec, 
PawHng,  Pegram,  PindaD,  Pitkio,  Fleattoti,  Heed, 
Rice,  Itobertson,  Ruggies,  Schuyler,  ShsrwdSd^  Sh- 
com,  J.  8.  Smitfi,  S^eed,  Stewart  of  Nsfth  dnfiaa, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Stuart  of  Mairland,  TsmO,  Tmy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Werteik,  Wbii- 
man,  WOUams  of  Conneetieiil,  Wilfiaass  of  Neitii 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Masaachoactta    tt. 

Tl^e  question  was  then  taken  on  cooeorriiig 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Wl&ole,  in  iu  diss^ree- 
ment  to  the  second  part  of  tlie  resolutioa.  rir: 
''That  this  House  disapproii«s  of  the  tritltad 
execution  of  Robert  C.  Ambriater,"  and  deeided 
also  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fal- 
lows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kantackj,  B^ 
win,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bsirber  of  Ohio,  Ewtt 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Bryan^  Bonrel. 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  CampbeQ,  Cln^tt,  CoBuiad. 
Crafts,  Cmger,  DaTidson,  ]>esiia,  Drake,  EBoa, 
Ervin  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Floyd,  FcRlger,  Guam, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  Noi&  CnoKitt,  Haabnoet 
Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heistar,  Hitohoock,  Hogg,  HataA 
Hopkinson,  Hostetter,  Habbetd,  Hsmftar,  Jehwe  rf 
Kentucky,  Jonas,  Kinssy,  Kiitlaiid,  Lewyer,  Lisa. 
Little,  Livemiore,  Lowndes,  McLane  of  Ba^waie.  llk> 
Lean  of  Illinois,  MeCoj,  Marchaad,  Bfarr,  Maaiacf 
Msssachusetts,  Merrill,  Middlalon,  Robert  Moenb8an> 
nsl  Moors,  Morton,  H.  Nelson,  NeebsM.  New,  Ksv- 
ton,  Ogden,  Orr,  Owen,  Palnier,  Penoai,  Patnma. 
Peter,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Qnariaa,  Rhee,  Bidu  tiA- 
ards,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Sampson,  8aTs«e,  Quwjk. 
Scudder,  Sergeant,  SetUe,  Seybert,  Bhaw,  SUse, 
Simpkina^  S.  Smith,  BaL  Smith,  Alex.  Smjth,  &Niidk> 
ard,  Spencer,  Strother,Tarr,  Taylor,  Tompkim,  Tadi- 
er  of  South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Caro&ia,  Wal- 
ker of  Kentucky,  Wallace,  Wendorer,  Whilwde, 
Wilkm,  WiUSamsof  New  York,  and  WiiaoB  of  f^aa- 
sylvania'^lOT. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maasackarttis, 
Austin,  Ball,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloomliald,  CM, 
Colston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cnttnredi,  Cnhmaa.  £d- 
wards.  Fuller,  Cage,  Gilbert,  Hale,  Harnaiv  Hsnd- 
rieks,  Herbert,  Huntington,  Irrmg  of  ITcw  Yoriu 
Johnson  of  Virginia.  Lewis,  Linoobi,  W.  HMfay,  W. 
P.  Msclay,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Menar,  Mab,lKose^ 
ley,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  T.  M.NelaoB,  Pawliaf- 
Pegram,  PindaU,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Bead,  Rica,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruggies,  Schuyler,  Sherwood,  Slocninb,  J.  S^ 
Smitlw  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Slotn,  Stroi^ 
Stuart  of  Maryland,  Terrell,  Teiry,  Trimble,  Ta^e 
of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Westerio^  Wbitman,  Williami  sf 
Connecticut,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wikm 
of  Massachusetts— 63. 

So  the  House  concurred  witb  the  ComauoBf 
of  the  Whole  in  rejecting  tbe  resolation  of 
sure  reported  by  the  Military  Commiltae. 
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Mr.  Cobb  thes  moved  the  adopcioa  of  tke 
seeood  resolutioa,  offered  by  biei  ia  Committee 
of  the  Wholes  as  modified,  ia  the  followiog 
words : 

Refohed,  That  the  late  ieiiiire  of  the  Spaniah  peals 
of  Pensecdhi  and  81.  Oarloe  de  Bamieas,  ia  West 
Floiids,  by  the  nrny  of  the  United  States^  was  oon* 
trtiy  to  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States.*' 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  amend  the  r^olntion  by 
sttbstitQting  the  followiog  after  the  word  ^'re* 
solved :"  ' 

That  this  Honse  disappioves  of  the  eaptare  and 
oeenpation  of  Pensacola  and  the  fortress  of  Banaeas 
hf  the  army  of  the  United  Steles,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  civil  government  there  wiAent  the  author- 
ity of  CongreesL 

[This  modifieatioD  was  accepted  b^  Mr.  Cobb, 
but,  sabseqoently,  after  the  objections  which 
were  made  to  it,  he  declined  receiving  it  as  his 
motion.J 

Mr.  PoiirDBZTCR  objected  to  the  shape  in  which 
the  amendnaent  of  Mr.  Mills  placed  the  motion, 
because  it  bron|^t  ap  a  point  tor  decision  which 
had  not  been  discussed,  on  which  the  Hoose  had 
made  no  inquiry,  and  had  no  information.  He 
did  not  know  the  natnre  of  the  civil  government 
established  at  Pensacola,  or  vfTyihing  abont  it, 
and  was  nawilling,  t^ns  called  on  inttanieTf  to 
C^ve  a  roieon  il,  and  if  the  piopoaitioor  wore  in- 
sisted on  he  shoMd  feel  it  his  duty  to  call  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  Mr:  P.  presumed  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  a  govern- 
ment of  some  kind  there  io  eaforce  the  revenue 
laws,  add  prevent  smuggling,  and  other  illicit 
practices ;  and  he  stated  a  case  in  which  the 
clandestine  introduction  of  a  carffo  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States  was  prevented  by  the  author- 
ity placed  there  by  Qeneral  Jackson,  and  other 
cases,  &c. 

Mr.  Mills's  amendment  was  withdrawn ;  and 

Mr.  Floyd  then  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  resolution ;  but,  having  afterwards 
withdrawn  his  motion, 

Mr.  BabIbottr  renewed  it ;  and  spoke  a  short 
time,  explanatory  of  his  reasons  for  preferring 
that  course.  The  House  bad  already  signified  its 
sense  of  the  subject :  the  act  in  question,  though 
not  strictly  de/ensiole,  was  not  such  a  one  as 
he  was  readv  to  pronounce  a  vote  of  censure  on, 
and  it  would  be  avoided  by  the  postponement. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  different  propositions,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Tbas — ^Meosrs.  Baldwin,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bar- 
ber of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Batemsn,  Bennett,  Boden,  Biy- 
an,  Butler  of  Lonlsiana,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Crafts, 
Gruger,  DaTidson,  Desha,  Drake,  Floyd,  Folger,  Oage, 
Garnett,  Hale,  HaU  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  Nortii  Caro- 
lina, HasbroiMk,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitch- 
cock, Holmes,  Hostetter,  Hnnter,  Kinsey,  Kirtland, 
Lawyer,  Linn,  LilUe,  LIvermors,  McLane  of  Dela« 
ware,  McLean  of  IiliBois»  McCoy,  Merehand,  Marr, 
Morrill,  Middleton,  Samuel  Moore,  Morion,  Moeeley, 
Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen,  Pat- 


terson, Poindezter,  Porter,  Qinsiinc  Bice, 
Rioggold,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Sayage,  Scndder,  Ser- 
geant, Settle,  Seybert,  Shaw,  8.  Smith,  Ballard  Smith* 
Alexander  Smvth,  Strother,  Tarr,  Tompkins,  Tucker 
of  Sooth  Carolma,  Upham,  Walker  of  Kentucky^  Wal- 
lace, Wendorer,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  and  WiUiams  of 
New  York-— 83. 

Nats— Vessrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen,  Anderson  of 
Kentocl^,  Austin,  Ball,  Bayley,  Beebher,  Bloomfidd, 
Bioont,  Burwell,  Cobb,  Colston,  Comstoek,  Cook, 
Cravrlbrdt  Catbrelh,  Coshman,  Bdwards,  Ellioott,  Br- 
nn  of  Booth  Carolina,  Fnller,  Gilbert,  Hanison,  Her- 
bert, Herkimer,  Hogg,  Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Hooting- 
ton,  Irving  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Viiginiia,  John- 
son of  Kentaeky,  Jones,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowttdes* 
W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maday,  Mason  of  MamachnsettSy 
Meson  of  Rhode  Island*  Mercer,  Mills,  Robert  Moore, 
Moseley,  JeremisAi  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson* 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Pawling,  Penam,  Peter,  Pindall, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Rhea,  Kice,  Robertson,  Rug^ 
gles,  Schuyler,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  SIocnmb» 
J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stewart  of 
North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Strong,  Stnsrt  of  Maryland, 
Taylor,  Terrell,  Terry,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tyler,  Walkef' of  North  Carolina,  Westerlo,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  Conneeticnt,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
andWiboftof 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
proposed  bv  Mr.  Cobb,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  }t11en,  Austin,  Ball, 
Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloomfleld,  Burwell,  Cobb,  Colston, 
Cook,  Crawibrd,  Cnlbteth,  Coshman,  Edw^ds,  EUi- 
cott.  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Hsrtison,  Herbert^  Hopkinsen, 
Huntington,  Lndng  of  N.  Y.,  Johnson  of  Ta.,  Lewis, 
Lineoto,  Lowmdes,  W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Mason 
of  Rhode  Isbsd,  Meicei^  Mills,  Robert  Moore,  Moseley, 
J.  Neieea,  T.  M.  NelsoB,  Ogden,  Pawling,  Pegrsas, 
Pindatt,  Pitkia*  PloMaats,  Reed*  Rice,  Robertson,  Rug* 
glee*  Schuyler,  Sherwood,  Silebee*  Simkins,  Slocnmb, 
J.  8<  Smithf  Speed*  Spencer,  Stewart  of  North  Caroli- 
na, Storrs*  Strong*  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Terrell,  Teny* 
Tzhnble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Westerlo,  Whit* 
man,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina* Wilson  of  Massachusetts^  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylyania — 70. 

Nats — ^Messrs,  Anderion  of  Kentucky,  Baldwin, 
Barbour  of  Virginia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett*  Bate- 
man,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boden,  Bryan,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Campbell,  Clagett,  Comstoek,  Crafts,  Cruger, 
Davidson*  Desha,  Drake,  Brvin  of  Seoth  CaioUaa, 
Tkydf  Folgsr,  Gage^  Gamett*  Hale*  HaU  of  Delawaas* 
Hafi  of  North  CaroUna,  Hasbrouek,  HcBdiicks*  Her- 
kimer, Herriflk,  Heister,  Hitchcock*  Hegg*  Holmes* 
Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Jonei^  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer*  Linn*  Little,  LIt* 
ermore,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois* 
McCoy,  Marchand,  Marr,  Mason  of  Massschosetts, 
Merrill,  Middleton,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Mumy, 
H.  Nelion,  Nesbitt*  New,  Newton,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen* 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Peter,  Poindexter,  Porter* 
Qusrles*  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Rogers, 
Sampson,  SaTage*  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybert, 
Shaw,  S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Soutii- 
ard,  Strother,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Walker  of  Kentucky,  Wallace,  Wendorer,  White- 
side, Wilkin,  and  WiUiams  of  New  York— 100. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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TuBsnAT,  February  9. 

Mr.  HfiBBERT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Columbian  Insti- 
tute, praying  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  mav  be  authorized  to  invest  the  said  In- 
stitute with  as  much  of  the  public  reservations 
within  the  City  of  Washington,  not  exceeding 
five  aeres,  as  by  him  shall  be  deemed  proper,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  hall  and  other 
buildings  and  improvements,  necessary  for  their 
accommodation.— -Referred  to  the  Committee 
for  tbe  Distric^t  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bartlett  Still;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  or  parcel  of 
land  belonging  to  the  United  States,  lying  in 
Jefferson  county,  In  the  State  of  Virginia;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  Minis,  and  others ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huoh  Nelson, 

Eeaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
for  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United  States 
a  power  to  demand,  from  the  Executives  of  the 
respective  States^  fugitives,  who  having  commit- 
ted  offences  agamst  society,  within  the  District 
of  Colombia,  or  other  territory  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  may  have  sought 
an  asylum  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union ;  as 
also,  power  and  authority  to  comply  with  the 
demand  made  by  any  of  the  Executives  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  delivery  of  fugitives,  who, 
having  committed  offences  against  the  laws  of 
such  State,  may  have  sought  an  asylum  in  the 
said  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  any  other  terri- 
tory over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  may  extend. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  District  of  Colombia,"  with  amend- 
menU.  They  have  also  passed  bills  of  tbe  fol- 
lowing titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward  ;»»  «-An  act,  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  an  act  further  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  City  of  Washington ;"  »»An  act  for  the  re- 
lief  of  John  B.  Timberlake  f  and  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  A.  Dixj"  in  which  amendments 

«...  "^**^^y  ***^  ^^  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward; 
An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act 
farther  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Clark; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix ;  and,  An 


aet  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  «m 
severally  read  the  first  and  seeosd  time,  and  n- 
ferred :  the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  tbe 
second  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; the  third  to  the  Committee  on  thePi^ 
lie  Lands ;  the  fourth  to  the  Committee  oa  Mil- 
itary Affiiirs;  and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee « 
Naval  AflSiirs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLLiAna.  of  North  Can>- 
lina,  the  House  took  up  and  proceeded  toco&sida 
the  resolution  submitted  bjr  nim  on  tbe  11th  De- 
cember, 1818.  instructing  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
iury  Afifairs,'  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieocj  of 
reducing  the  army  -,  and  the  said  resobitioo  beiag 
read  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  amead 
the  act}  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  i^ 
act,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tea- 
nessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles,  to  cer- 
tain lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  (asd 
within  the  same,'  passed  the  I8th  of  April,  1B06,'' 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  hj  the  Senate  u 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Med- 
ical Society  of  the  District  of  Colambia,"  woe 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  JoHNBOif,  of  Virginia,  submitted  tbe  fill- 
lowing  resolution : 

Ruohtd^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiouv  ie 

instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  «ia 
act  to  incorporate  tbe  snbecnbeta  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  8ute%"  passed  April  10th,  1816. 

Mr.  JoBMBOH  said  he  had  not  sabmiued  a  pro- 
position of  so  much  importance,  withoot  consid- 
ering all  the  consequences  which  were  likely  so 
result  from  it.  He  had  looked  at  the  state  of 
the  country ;  he  knew  the  deep  and  great  iatetescs 
involved  in  the  question ;  was  aware  that  soae 
embarrassments  in  the  financial  operatioai  of 
(Government  would  result ;  and  that  sometki^ 
would  be  said  of  the  pledge  of  the  puhUc  faiih. 
But,  after  taking  into  view  all  these  eonsideratiom 
he  thought  it  imposed  on  him,  as  a  solemn  doty 
to  make  this  proposition-  What  was  public  fcitij 
Mr.  J.  asked,  and  what  its  best  security  ?  Wl^- 
ever  any  person  or  body,  either  moral  or  policKat 
shall  presume  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  eoeaciy', 
let  the  corrective,  exemplary  puniahmeaL  &e  ap- 

Elied.    This  was  iu  best  security.    The  great 
anking  corporation,  which  was  to  promote  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  has,  bv  iu  mis- 
conduct, completely  defeated  the  objecu  of  the 
community  j  and  would  not  the  public  faith  be 
best  preserved  by  putting  down  this  corporatioe. 
which  has  thus  abused  iu  powers,  and  commiitei 
such  frauds  as  had  been  developed  ?    Have  ve 
the  power  to  put  it  down  ?    Thia,  said  Mr.  J,  ii 
the  only  question  which  could  ereate  a  sioclc, 
doubt.    Have  we,  who  have  created  this  cbaiw 
a  right  to  repeal  it  ?    Mn  J.  said  he  had  uuk 
some  attention  to  this  subject,  and  the  maawr 
of  proceeding  in  such  cases  in  £nglaad.     Tiae 
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their  eorporatioos  w«re  tomewbat  differaotly 
eoDstraeted:  there  the  King  himself  granted 
charters,  and,  when  they  were  violated,  he  an- 
nulled them.  Here  the  Legislature  creates  the 
charter,  and  it  had  as  much  right  as  any  other 
tribunal  to  decide  on  a  revocation  of  it.  We, 
said  Mr.  J.,  have  no  more  interest  in  this  corpo- 
ration  than  the  Supreme  Court,  which  it  is  said 
ought  to  decide  the  question  between  the  bank 
and  the  nation.  The  House,  he  said,  could  meet 
it  as  free  from  prejudice,  or  any  improper  bias, 
as  the  Supreme  Court.  It  appeared  to  him  there 
was  DO  choice  for  those  members  who  believed 
the  Constitution  had  been  violated  bv  this  ccrr- 
^ratiott,  but  to  avail  themselves  of  the  earliest 
>portunity  to  free  themselves  from  it  and  relieve 
the  Constitution.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  saying 
his  present  object  was  to  have  his  resolution  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
the  bank  report  had  been  referred. 

Mr.  Spencer  suggested  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring to  the  same  Committee  the  resolution  which 
he  had  laid  on  the  table  on  Monday  week,  and 
the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Trimble  on  the  19th 
ultimo  to  issue  a  tcire  facioM,  Mr.  8.  noticed 
briefly  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Jobnboii .  They  were 
strong,  he  said,  and  impressive;  but  there  were 
other  considerations  to  be  remembered.  The 
immediate  destruction  of  this  bank,  Mr.  S.  said, 
would  bring  in  its  consequences  ruin  to  thousands 
upon  thousands  who  had  become  its  debtors ;  it 
would  inflict  a  wound  upon  the  public  credit,  and 

So  far  to  tarnish  the  national  faith  abroad.  The 
Rnk  had  loaned  out  the  sum  of  thirty-eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Could  this  sum  be  calld  in  im- 
mediately, when  there  was,  as  it  was  stated^  but 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars  in  the  whole  Union  ? 
If  called  in,  the  State  banks  must  pay  all  they 
owe,  and  must  necessarily  curtail  their  discounts, 
which  were  deemed,  at  a  low  estimate,  to  amount 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions.  This,  Mr.  S. 
said,  would  operate  on  the  borrowers  from  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  through  them  on  those 
from  the  State  banks.  The  great  importance  of 
this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  and  the  great  interest 
at  stake,  ought  to  make  the  House  proceed  with 
much  circumspection.  If  the  corporation  con- 
flicted with  the  Constitution,  he  was  willing  to  go 
with  gentlemen  against  it ;  but  he  hoped  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  Constitution  might  be  preserved, 
without  creating  the  scene  of  distress  and  ruin  he 
had  adverted  to. 

Mr.  RioB  was  unwilling  to  sustain  the  propo- 
sition in  any  shape ;  because  It  was  only  creating 
useless  alarm  through  the  community,  by  holding 
out  the  idea  that  the  bank  was  to  be  destroyed. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  never  consent 
to  proceed  against  the  United  States  Bank  in 
any  manner  until  he  could  see  the  State  banks 
conduct  their  affairs  correctly,  which  he  had  yet 
to  learn.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  con- 
sider the  resolution. 

Mr.  LowivoBS  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
referring  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ]  for^  whether  the  House  was  disposed  to 
destroy  an  institution  which,  properly  managed, 


would  be  hiffhly  benefleial  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  had  been  productive  of  much  good 
to  the  public,  or  whether  it  meant  to  sustain  that 
institution,  tne  question  could  be  better  delibe« 
rated  on  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Bank  report,  as  were 
also  those  of  Mr.  Spbmobr  and  Mr.  Trimblb,  on 
their  respective  motions. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  toe  year  1819. 

The  Committee  occupied  some  time  in  going 
through  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Amongst  the  motions  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, the  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  defraying  the  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  who  moved  to  substitute 
twenty  thousand  for  that  object. 

The  motion  was  negatived^  and  the  Commit* 
tee  proceeded  with  the  remaining  provisions  of 
the  Dill,  the  whole  of  which  were  aereed  to,  with 
the  exception  of  the  appropriation  Tor  the  Cum- 
berland road,  which  was  passed  by  for  the  pres- 
ent, to  afford  an  opportunity  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

The  item  appropriating  six  thousand  dollars 
to  pay  Colonel  Trumbull  for  i^  painting  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  executed  for  the 
United  States,  under  contract,  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  being  under  consideration— 

An  iaquirjr  was  made,  by  Mr.  Spbnceb.  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Kf  cans, 
respecting  the  particulars  of  the  contract  with 
Colonel  Trumbull,  and  the  sums  which  had  been 
paid  him. 

He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
that  eight  hundred  dollars  had  been  paid  to  Col- 
onel Trumbull  at  the  time  of  executing  the  con- 
tract with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  the 
further  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  was  to  be 
paid  to  him  for  each  of  the  four  paintings  author- 
ized by  the  act,  on  their  delivery,  respectively. 
The  present  appropriation  was  to  pay  for  the 
first  picture,  the  Declaration  of  Independencei 
which  it  was  understood  was  now  ready  for 
delivery. 

Mr.  Spbnceb  proceeded  then  to  inquire  by  what 
authority  Colonel  Trumbull  bad  been  perambu- 
lating the  country  with  this  painting,  which  he 
had  executed  for  Congress,  and  exhibiting  it  for 
the  trifling  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  a  head? 
This  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Trum- 
bull Mr.  S.  highly  disapproved ;  it  was  apeing 
the  indecent  custom  of  the  Bnglisb,  who,  in  an 
avaricious  spirit,  exhibited  the  celebrated  Swiflt 
in  his  idiocv  for  one  shilling  a  head,  and  exposed 
the  body  or  Nelson  for  the  same  sordid  object. 
Mr.  S.  lamented  that  the  representation  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  subject  so  digni- 
fied, so  sacred  to  American  feelings,  should  have 
been  thus  hawked  about  the  country,  and  treated 
so  unworthily.    If  Colonel  Trumbull  was  not 


U43 


HIBTOBY  OF  OON0HI88. 


1144 


H*  OF  Ra 


OiMtfral  Afifi$  Ufii'  fuf f 01 1  MB. 


ilfiSI. 


ailowed  esmigh  for  his  labor,  ^to  bin  more, 
siMi  Mr.  Sf  and  do  aot  leave  him  a  prett zi  for 
seekinfr  remuaeratioa  ia  this  impro^r  maaaer. 
To  indicate  his  feelings  on  this  so^ect,  Mr.  S. 
moved,  to  strike  oof  of  the  biU  the  profiosed  ap* 
priatiott. 

Mr.  PiTKtif  said,  in  explanation,  that  he  un- 
derstood that  when  this  painting  was  nearly 
completed,  as  it  was  known  to  contain  many  like* 
nesses  of  the  venerated  Congress  which  declared 
Independence,  there  was  a  very  great  desire  in 
different  parts  M*  the  ooontry  to  view  the  paint* 
ing;  and  applieation  had,  in  eoosaqnenee,  been 
made  to  the  President  for  permission  to  carry  it 
to  some  of  the  large  cities  to  giatifjr  pobBe  en* 
riosity,  and  his  consent  had  been  obtained.  Col« 
onel  Trnmboll  would  not  trust  the  painting  in 
any  other  hands  thaa  his  own,  and  he  had  there- 
fore carried  it  himself  and  exhibited  it  under  hie 
own  superintendence.  In  this  Mr.  P.  thought 
Colonel  Trumbull  had  done  notblDg  improper* 
Colonel  Trumbull  bad,  Mr.  P.  further  remai^d, 
appopriated  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  exhi- 
bition to  public  charities  ot  the  cities  which  be 
had  visited. 

Mr.  SpniiOBft  replied,  that  he  had  understood 
the  President  gave  hisjpermission  that  the  pte- 
tuf  e  shonld  be  shown  lor  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  likenesses  were  deemed  cor- 
rect ;  but  not  that  it  a^uld  be  carried  about 
a«d  exposed  for  money.  The  exhibition.  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  had  heard,  had  prodoced  five  tnodsand 
dollars  in  Boston,  and  he  supposed  more  than 
she  thcvsamd  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  proportion^ 
able  suaa  in  Baltimore,  where  it  was  now  exhib- 
iting. At  any  rate,  as  the  p^ment  for  the  paint- 
ing was  not  to  be  made  beiore  the  delivery,  he 
should  oppose  the  appropriation  at  this  time.'  It 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  perfectly  proper  for  the 
House  to  express  its  feelings  by  deferring  the  ap- 
ptopriation  until  the  next  year. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  observed  that  the 
picture  reached  Baltimore  some  days  ago,  on  its 
way  here ;  and  he  knew  that  Colonel  Trumbull 
hail  been  making  preparations  for  transporting  it 
hlther^it  mi^t  indeed  have  already  arrivedi 
and,  if  not  paid  for  on  delivery,  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  contract.  It  was  certainly  pro- 
per to  provide  the  means  of  paying  for  it  now, 
though  payment  would  not  be  made  before 
delivery. 

Mr.  Lowndes  confessed  that  he  concurred 
very  much  in  opinion  with  Mr.  SpBNOsa,  as  to 
the  exhibition  of  the  painting.  He  regretted  ex- 
tremely that  it  should  have  been  thus  used  by 
Colonel  TrumbuU.  But,  Mr.  L.  said,  if  the  other 
party  had  acted  incorrectly,  it  was  no  reason 
that  the  Government  should  not  comply  with 
its  contract.  Whether  Colonel  Trumbull  had 
done  wrong  or  not,  the  painting,  it  was  stipulated, 
should  be  paid  for  when  delivered,  aod  this  could 
not  be  done  unless  the  money  should  be  previ- 
ously appropriated.  While  the  obligation  ex- 
isted, the  House  must  comply  with  it,  and 
whatever  bis  feelings  might  be  respecting  the 


proceeding  adverted  to,  ha  could 
withh^  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Harsibon  said,  be  approved  of  the  coane 
pursued  by  Colonel  T^umbuiij  in  grmtifyiag,  ts 
far  as  he  was  able,  the  public  cariosity ;  and  le- 
gretted  that  the  painting  coold  not  be  exhiVM 
m  every  part  of  the  coimtry,  thnt  M  niigfat  ?iev 
it.  If  was,  he  thought,  a  very  pri^ier  vie  for  tihe 
painting.  At  any  rate,  it  was  no  rcaoon  for  witk- 
holding  the  appropriation,  that  it  had  been  ei- 
hibtted  for  public  inspection.  The  Pftaidcn 
certainly  would  not  have  annctioacd  an  impro- 
per exhibition  of  the  paintings,  arad  it  was  rat- 
soitable  to  conclude,  as  it  was  wick  Useoaiear, 
that  it  had  been  exhibited  in  m&  ttnohjeeiiaaVIe 
manner. 

Mr.  Mills  concurred  iii  opinion  with  llr. 
Harhisoitw  The  object  of  the  pninting  vis  to 
commemorate  one  of  the  greateat  evenu  in  sU 
history— «n  event,  above  all,  dear  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  And  was  this  representatiss  of 
it  executed  for  the  benefit  or  gratification  of  lids 
House,  or  of  Congress,  alone  7  Had  the  poUie 
no  right  to  be  ffratified  with  a  view  of  what  (k 
National  Legiuature  had  thought  it  worchf  £9 
expend  the  public  money  for  ?  If  so,  could  it  iie 
expected  that  the  people  could  all  come  here  tc 
see  it  ?  It  was  a  subject  in  which  ail  were  is- 
terested,  and  in  which  all  had  an  equal  nsli 
In  giving,  as  far  he  could,  an  opportunity  to  £s- 
tant  citizens  to  view  this  interesting  work,  Cd- 
one!  Trumbull  could  not  undertake  to  do  so  it 
his  own  expense,  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  sene 
mode  of  defraying  the  expense.  Mr.  M.  dowd 
that  any  harm  would  ensue  fkom  wliat  Cdoad 
Trumbull  had  done — the  painting  was  not  is- 
jured^-none  of  its  beauties  impaired ;  and  indeed, 
what  he  had  done  was  in  itself  laodable.  Kr. 
M.  said,  be  was  not  so  selfish  as  to  regret  the  a- 
hibition,  or  to  consider  the  painting  of  less  tsIk 
because  it  had  been  looked  at  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  other  parts  of  the  coQDtry.  The  ap- 
propriation was  necessary  now,  even  if  the  pte- 
ture  should  not  be  delivered  in  six  aonths ;  lai 
therefore,  in  any  view,  should  not  be  withheld. 

Mr.  LivnaiioAE  said,  the  I^oae  was  called  m 
to  fulfil  a  contract  entered  into  by  the  Uaitei 
Sutes,  and  there  was  no  discretioa  in  the  cbm^ 
even  though  the  comract  was  ao  eztraoidiBaiy 
one,  and  certainly  that  was  an  extraordinary  csa- 
tract  which  bargained  for  a  picture  bf  thefvd  ec 
bv  the  acre.    Mr.  L.  said,  if  this  wcro  acta  maaec 
of  contract,  he  should  be  very  slow  ia  mikiag 
such  an  appropriation.    It  had  beoa  aaid  that  the 
President  had  given  his  permisaioa  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  paintings  but  that  appeared  to  be 
mere  hearsay.    What  he  found  fault  with,  Mt. 
L.  said,  was  this — that  the  contract  was  madehf 
the  public  for  this  picture,  and  that  the  people 
should  afterwards  be  required  to  pay  for  scetBf 
it.    If  it  had  been  shown  for  nothing,  he  wsoti 
have  had  no  objection  to  it-»bot  it  was  not  n^ 
that  the  people  should  pay  for  the  work  coikti- 
ively,  and  then  be  made  to  pay  individoalirit 
seeing  it.    In  what  he  said,  Mr.  L.  diseiaiae^ 
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aoy  distespeot  towanb  Cdoocl  Trimboll^wkieii 
WW  far  fron  hit  fecliof  and  from  hit  inttotioii. 

fiir.  Tbut  Tiodicated  the  eMi4«et  of  Colonel 
Tromball,  and  said  he  had  it  from  Colonel  Trom- 
bnll  himeelf,  that  the  President  gare  the  nermii- 
tion,  and  therefoie  it  could  not  m  doofotca.  Col- 
onel Tram  bnll  had,  Mr.  T.  remarked,  spent  many 
yearn  of  hie  life  in  Bngland,  where  it. was  the  ens- 
torn  thns  to  exhibit  great  iwintings,  whether  eze« 
ented  for  the  Gk>Ternment  or  others,  before  they 
were  delirered ;  an  instance  of  whieh  might  t>e 
mentioned  in  the  great  painting  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Spanish  flotilla,  esmemed  by  our  eonntry- 
man  Copley,  for  the  Government,  whieh  was  es« 
hibited  in  London  by  permission.  Colonel  Tram- 
boll  had  not  conceived  there  could  be  any  impro- 
piietir  in  showing  his  work  to  his  ooootrymeo, 
and,  nad  ho  foreseen  the  objections  which  were 
now  made  to  it,  he  woakt  not  have  done  it; 
though  it  was,  no  doubt,  as  much  to  gratify  the 
public  esrioeity,  as  from  an^  otiMr  motive.    If 
the  Hovee  chose  to  deny  to  him  thie  privilege  in 
future,  they  eoold  eay  so^  but  what  had  been  done 
was  no  reason  for  refasing  to  folfll  the  contract 
with  Colonel  Trumbull. 

Mr.  SPBiienB  had  not  denied  that  the  peamis- 
sion  of  the  President  had  been  fiwtw  for  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  painting ;  but,  if  he  had  author- 
lied  it  to  be  expeead  £»r  moaey,4hen,  Mr.  S.said. 
the  remarks  which  he  had  applied  to  Colonel 
Trumbull  on  this  occasion,  he.  should  have  to 
transfer  to  another  person.  As  to  the  charity 
which  had  been  mentioned,  the  fact,  Mr.  S.  said, 
was  this :  After  the  picture  had  been  exhihiua 
in  New  York  until  the  miblie  curiosity  was  sati- 
ated, it  was  shown,  on  tne  last  day  of  exhibtiaoo, 
for  tne  benefit  of  the  charitable  iastitntions. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Nmp  York,  said,  the  sum  re- 
quired for  these  paintings  was  certainly  far  great- 
er than  was  supposed  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
law.  He  bdieved  it  was  then  considered  tb^t 
what  was  anthorixed,  would  ffive  to  Colonel 
Trumboil  about  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  while 
engaged  in  executing  the  paintiogs,  and  that 
eight  thousand  dollars  would  defray  the  whole 
e^q^ense;  but  it  now  appearad  that  the  paintings 
would  cost  in  all  thirty-two  thonsana  doliars. 
As  to  the  ejihibition,  the  pataling  did  not  belong 
to  CoBcress  until  it  was  delivered ;  and  in  the 
mean  time.  Colonel  TramboU  could  use  it  as  he 
pleased.  But  Mr.  T.  denied  that  the  Prasident 
had  any  right  lo  give  peimission  for  its  exhib- 
ition. It  was  the  property  of  Cooffress,  «ot  of 
the  Executive,  and  the  permission,  if  given,  was 
im|iroper.  'While  he  considered  it  proper  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  the  east  was  much  more 
than  wns  originaUy  contemplated,  yet  the  appro- 
priation ought  net  to  be  withheld  now  the  con- 
tract was  mnde. 

Mr.  Sronne  spoke  of  the  merits  of  the  paint- 
ing, and  said,  the  very  fact  that  he  had  received 
fi^  thousand  dollars  in  one  town  alone,  for  its  ex- 
hibition, proved  that  it  vas  worth  more  to  Colo- 
nel TramboU  than  Congress  wera  to  pay  him 
for  it  $  and;  if  the  House  chose  to  disavow  the 
contraot,  Colonel  Trumbull  would,  he  had  no 


doubt,  be  glad  of  it,  as  he  ceidd  derive  doable 
the  emolnment  from  the  paintiiur  by  keeping  it, 
or  even  by  selling  it  elaawnere.  ttespecting  Mr. 
BpBxonn'a  motion,  Mr.  B.  mid^  it  could  do  no 
hnrm  to  make  the  appropriation,  as  Colonel 
Trumbull  would  not  get  the  money  until  the 
pninting  was  delivered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  appropriation,  and  decided  in  the  negatives- 
ayes  28. 

The  Committee  having  risen,  and  reported  pro- 
gress, the  House  adjourned. 


WfiOBBBiuT,  Febroary  10. 

Mr.  Hebbbbt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washingtoo,*' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Hbrbebt,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  bills  of  this  House,  of  the  followinj^ 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Provi- 
dent Association  of  Clerks,  in  the  Civil  Depart- 
ment of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  District  of  Colambia ;"  and  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Medical  Sptciety  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,''  reported  their  agreement  thereto. 
Tlie  said  amendments  were  then  severally  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  LivERMOBB,  from  the  Comtnittec  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  joint  resolution,  to 
authorize  the  transmission  of  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  report  of  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Siates,  me  of .  postage ;  whiah  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  road  a  third 
time  to-day.  The  resolution  was  |hen  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HoBBABB  submitied  the  following  resolu- 
tion, accompanied  with  doe^Maents : 

Mewphfedf  That  the  Commifttoe  en  Pensions  and 
Sevoliilisaai^  Olainw  be  iaslraetsd  to  infuire  into 
ike  exDsdieBey  ef  pladng  Isaac  Slebbiason  the  idl 
ef  ivtaUd  psBMlsMn. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whieh  is  committed 
the  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
eommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheatoo,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  ineiease  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 
Government,"  were  dischamd,  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  to  which 
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it  eommitted  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Goreroment  for  the  year  1819. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Pimdall^  on  the  24th 
December  last,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  compleung  the  road  from  Cum- 
berland to  Wheeling,  and  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  providing  for  a  grant  of 
land,  for  the  seat  of  ffovernment  m  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  for  tne  support  of  a  seminary  of 
learning  within  the  said  State  f^  ''An  act  con- 
firming Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,in  their 
claim  to  a  tract  of  land ;"  and  ''An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  our- 
chase  the  lands  reserred  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1817,  to  certain  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other 
Indians  of  the  Creek  nation  ;"  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

An  act  providing  for  a  grant  of  land,  for  the 
seat  of  government  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  for  the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning 
within  the  said  State :  an  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase  the 
lands  reserved  bv  the  act  of  the  id  of  March, 
1817,  to  certain  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  Indians 
of  the  Creek  nation ;  an  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  were 'severally  read  twice,  and  referred, 
the  first  and  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  and  the  third  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
convey  a  lot  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  lying  in  Jefferson  county,  Vir- 
ginia i  and,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Minis 
and  others,  were  severally  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill  for  1819. 

The  appropriation  contained  in  the  bill  of 
$250,000  for  the  payment  of  moneys  due  and  be- 
ooming  due  on  existing  eonttacts  for  completing 
the  road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  with  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay 
to  add  an  appropriation  of  9385^000  for  the  com- 
pletion of  said  road,  gave  rise  to  much  debate. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Cult,  Mr.  Pin- 
OALL,  Mr.  BbjbohbBj  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  appropriation ;  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Vir- 

Sinia,  against  any  appropriation  for  this  object: 
Ir.  Balowin  against  the  latter  appropriation; 
and  Mr.  Tallmadoe  against  the  appropriation — 
on  the  ground  of  imputed  misapplication  of  the 
money. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 

of  the  bill  the  clause  appropriating  ^250,000  for 

present  contracts ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  insert  an  additional  appro- 


priation of  $886,000  for  the  compleiios  tf  tb 
road ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  ioUowbgToK 
For  the  additional  appropriataoa  66,«gaiBit  it61. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  touA- 
oration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  referred  a 
the  same  Committee,  to  increase  the  nhiieof 
certain  officers  of  the  Qovemmcm— (togiretk 
Heads  of  DepartmenU  aaiaries  of  16^  mH 
the  Postmaster  04,000,  and  the  AttonejGeK- 
ral  $3,500.) 

Mr.  HoPKiNsoN  moved  to  amend  the  bill » 
as  to  give  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Uaiiid 
States  95,000  per  annum,  and  to  the  dieiii  ji4» 
$4,500  per  annum. 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  tfftA  10-69 
to  57. 

Mr*  Whitman  moved  an  ameadsest  to  \i- 
crease  the  salaries  of  the  two  AsBistutFoitB» 
ters  General,  from  $1,800  to  $8,500  per  auta; 
which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RiOH  moved  to  reduce  the  propaiedali* 
ries  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  tiom  16^  ts 
$5,500;  which  motion  was  negatived  by  a  cm- 
siderable  majority. 

When  the  Committee  was  abovt  toriie- 

Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  amid,  that  it  hid  beta  b 
settled  intention  to  renew,  pending  thUbil!,the 
proposition  which  he  had  nad  the  hoswof  nb* 
mitting  at  the  last  session,  having  for  ito  ota 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  tbeUa- 
ted  Provinces  of  South  America.  He  «» R- 
strained  from  executing  that  iateatios  bj  m 
considerations :  one  was  hu  penontl  mkf» 
tion,  but  another  and  a  more  importsstooefs 
the  small  portion  of  the  sessionyet  remaiaiitu 
transact  the  public  business.  Whilst  be  vni^ 
he  would  say,  that  so  far  from  his  opinioai  a* 
pressed  on  the  former  occasion  having  aodagoat 
any  change,  they  had  been  strengthcoedaadca- 
firmed  by  all  the  oecurreoces  wnieh  bad  sabt- 
quently  taken  place.  He  had  been  anzioos,  if  tiae 
had  permitted,  to  examine  what  appeared  toiiia 
very  exceptionable  reaaoiu  aasijgnea  for  deeliasf 
to  recognise  our  sister  Repablie,  in  •  ptoer  aft- 
tied  to  the  most  profound  raspect— the  Mesiie 
of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  Coogna 
He  was  desirous  abo  of  nocicmg  tbe  still  t» 
exceptionable  grounds  taken  in  a  paper  reeeatiy 
transmitted  to  the  House  from  the  u^f^^ 
of  State.  (It  ought  to  be  laid  upon  oaroia; 
why  it  was  not,  he  did  not  know.  He  bopcdw 
worthy  Clerk  would,  in  his  future  cootnetw 
the  public  printing,  guard  against  tbe  (M&T  ^ 
which  we  have  been  so  often  subjected.)  °(^ 
that  paper  it  appeared  thai  even  a  Cosw  eow 
not  be  received  from  the  Southern  RepoblifiiK' 
cause  the  grant  of  an  exequator  implied  leeofV 
tion.  We  receive  her  flag,  we  admit  ber  eoa- 
merce,  and  yet  refuse  the  Consular  proteeoa 
which  that  Auf  and  commerce  necciurilT  dv^ 
with  them !  mt  to  submit  his  propoiiiion  wov 
be  to  occasion  perhaps  a  protracted  debate.  Aa 
considering  the  few  days  yet  left  us;  ibe  pi^ 
ing  and  uigent  though  not  more  iaiDortsot^ 
ness  yet  to  be  done ;  he  should  bold  biaa| 
inexcusable  lo  the  Houae  and  to  the  cooalrfiff^ 
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luiriiig  himself  so  |(reatlf  coDtrtbuted  to  the 
eonramption  of  time  io  debate,  if  he  were  even 
the  aninteotioDal  inttromeDt  of  preventing  the 

Sssage  of  what  might  be  thought  essential  laws, 
e  wonld  like  exceedingly  to  contrast  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  the  reception  of  the  Venezue- 
iian  Minister  with  the  more  forcible  and  stronger 
ones  that  lay  to  the  reception  of  the  present 
Spanish  Minister.  But,  deep  as  was  the  interest 
which  he  heretofore  had  felt  and  still  felt,  in  the 
success  of  the  great  straf^gle  to  the  South,  he 
must,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  forbear  to  press 
nny  proposition  upon  the  House  at  present. — 
Should  It  be  necessary  at  another  session,  and 
should  he  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor 
then,  he  nledged  himself  to  bring  op  the  subject, 
unless  adverse  causes  should  render  it  highly 
inexpedient. 

Tne  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
two  bills  it  had  had  under  consideration;  and, 
after  a  sitting  of  nearly  six  hoars,  the  House 
adjourned. 


TaoaaDAT,  February  11. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  North  Carolina, 
Cbarlcb  Fishbr,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancv 
occasioned  bv  the  death  of  Gieorge  Mumforo, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTCB  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  praying 
that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  established  on  Pearl 
river,  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  month  of  the 
same.—- Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  JoBiiflON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  A.  Dix,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  more  etfectually  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him  some  days  ago,  di- 
recting an  inquirv  into  the  expediency  of  redu- 
cinff  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  he  made  this  proposition 
with  the  view  of  moving  to-morrow  to  instruet 
the  Military  Committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  Army,  on  which  motion  the  sense  of 
the  House  could  be  ascertained ;  and  while  the 
House  was  engaged  on  the  Bank  subject,  the 
committee  could  be  preparing  the  bill,  if  they 
should  be  so  instrocteo. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplemental  to  the 
act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pamd. 


The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheaton  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Ckivernment  for  the  year  1819. 

The  first  question  was,  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  which  proposed  to  insert  the  follow- 
ius;  item:  ^'For  completing  the  United  States 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the  Ohio 
river,  <P86,000." 

Mr.  Babsbtt  spoke  at  some  length  against  this 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  after  supporting  his  motion  by 
several  arguments,  proposed  to  add  the  following 
amendment : 

«  To  be  repaid  out  of  the  fond  reserved  for  Ujfiag 
out  and  makug  losdi  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue 
of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
eastern  diTision  of  the  Territorv  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tdok- 
BB,  of  Pennsylvania,  Stobb9,  and  Spbmcbb,  and 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Anobbsoic  ; 
all  of  whom  went  incidentally  somewhat  into  the 
general  question  of  the  appropriation. 

The  amendment  was  nnally  agreed  to;  and 
the  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  reported  bv  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  afiirma- 
tire — yeas  82,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Bar- 
ber of  Ohio,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Campbell 
Cobton,  Crawford,  Crnger,  Cushman,  Davidson,  De- 
■hs,  Drake,  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  Delaware,  flaixi- 
■on,  Hendrickff,  Herbert,  Herrick,  Hitchcock,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Jones,  Kins^,  Lincoln,  Idnn,  Little,  LiTcrmore, 
Lowndes,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois, 
Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Mills, 
Samuel  Moore,  Moseley,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
NesWtt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Parrott,  Patterson, 
Pindall,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Qnsrles,  Reed,  Ruse,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schuyler,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, SUsbee,  Simkins,  S.  Smith,  B.  Smith,  Speed, 
Stom,  Stiother,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Tarr,  Tavlor, 
Terrell,  Terry,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Uphaa, 
Walker  of  Kentucky,  WaUace.  Westerio,  and  Whit- 


Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Austin,  Baldwin,  BaU,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Baoett, 
Bennett.  Blount,  Boden,  Bnrwell,  Clagett,  Comstook, 
Cook,  Crafts*  Darlington,  Edwards,  ElUcott,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Garnett,  Hale,  H%U  of  North  Carolina,  Hsa- 
bronck,  Herkimer,  Heister,  Hogg,  Hopkinson,  Hun- 
tington, IfTing  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Virguua, 
Kirtland,  Lawyer,  W.  Maclsy,  McCoy,  Msrchand, 
Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  Morton, 
H.  Nelson,  On,  Palmer,  Pawling,  Pegram,  Pitkm, 
Rhea,  Richsrds,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Savage.  Sawyer, 
Scndder,  Sergeant,  SetUe,  Slocumb,  J.  8.  Smith,  South- 
aid,  Spencer,  Stewart  of  North  CaroKna,  Talfcaadge, 
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Tompkins*  TMfDMud,  Tiadur  of  taitk  ConUna, 
Trior,  WondoYor,  Whitooide,  WiUkou  of  CooMCtieiit, 

Williamfl  of  New  York,  William«  of  North  Caiolino, 
and  Wilton  of  Pona^Wanio. 

Mr.  Taylor  tb«n  mored  theaameamendmenc, 
to  come  in  after  the  appropriation  of  f^50,0Q0, 
jfor  diicharp;ing  claims  due  and  becoming  dae 
under  existing  contracts  for  making  said  road ; 
which  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Mr.  JoHHSON,  of  Virginia,  then  offered  an 
amendment,  which,  after  some  discussion,  in 
which  Mr.  J.  supported,  and  Messrs.  Smitb»  of 
Maryland,  and  Lowhdeb,  made  some  remarks, 

Iirinoipallf  explanatory,  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
ows: 

**  For  a  dofidoncy  in  the  appropiiaCions  of  former 
yean  for  the  payment  of  expenses  on  foreign  inter- 
eonrse,  indudmg  leases  on  drafts  and  the  diflaranoe  of 
flxoh^nge,  VS6,000." 

This  item,  as  it  originally  stood  in  the  bill, 
read-*"  For  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  jrear  1818,  for  oontlngeot  expenses  of  said 
missions,  (Hio  Janeiro.  lOadrid,  London,  Hague, 
aud  Stockholm,)  Iif2^ flOO/* 

Mr.  Terrell  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
increase  the  appropriation  for  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Surgeon  Qeneral  from  $1,150  to 
$2A90. 

This  motion  gave  rise  also  to  some  debate,  and 
was  finally  negativedj  without  a  division. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reduce  the 
contingent  appropriation  for  defraying  the  ex- 

gnses  attendioff  intercourse  with  foreign  nations 
enerally  called  the  secret  service  fund)  from 
»,000  to  $30,000 ;  whfch  motion  Mr.  J.  sup- 
Sorted  at  some  length,  and  was  replied  to  by 
lessra.  Bmith,  of  Maryland,  and  Lowndbs,  and 
was  finally  agreed  to^ayes  70,  noes  54. 

After  some  inquiry  by  Mr.  Btrotber  into  the 
appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  com- 
missioners, dtc.,  for  running  the  boundary  under 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  probable  duration  of 
this  service.  4^^  and  reply  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of 
Maryland,  tne  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  j  and 

The  House  prpceeded  to  the  oonsideration  pf 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  to  incraa9e  the  aalaries  of  oec- 
ttm  ofikars.of  the  Government,  w'a^  to  iacrease 
alio  the  eompenaatioD  of  the  Chief  Juatice.  ^ad 
JsML|;ea  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Coneiderable  debate  again  took  place  on  this 
amendment,  ia  which  Messrs.  Holmes,  Hopbib- 
aoM,  LivmiiipRB,  and  Millb.  participated. 

The  amendment  was  finally  cooeocred  in  by  a 
lane  majority. 

Mr.  Btrotbbr  then  moved  the  indefinite  poat- 
poiiement  of  the  bill ;  which  motion  he  supported 
in  H  speech  of  cpasiderable  length  against  the 
bill,  and  was  replied  to  briefly  by  MrTjoBHSOlc, 
of  Kentucky;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  postponing  the  bill 
indefinitely,  and  decided  in  tne  ncgatlve^yeiui 
59,  nays  93,  as  follows : 

Xam^Mombp.  Auatim  Bell,  Baibonr  of  Yiigiiua, 


ii^^^yn.  Beihrr  Benaeii,  liniewfl,  fisBiliiil.  rii. 
Gmfth  Ceiled  Dmtea,  DeolM,  Bdms^Fdp. 
Qanettffiattef  North  Gavaiism,  Hnsbis^BekiBa 

ginia,  LianriicLaaB  of  DJiaoia,  W. Midsj,  V.  ? 
Machnr.  McCoy»  MeniUt  Bobeat  lloon»  ]|«tai,l(» 
lay,  H.  Neiaon,  Fattenon*  FefraiB,  Bidsidi,  Eapi, 
Sampaoa,  davage,  Sawyer,  Scnddar,  Settle,  ^, 
SlocoQih,  Ballard  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith, Soothirdi  Sftd 
Stewart  of  North  CaroUna,  Strothar,  Tsir,  Tooid^ 
Townaend,  Tucker  of  South  Carofina,  T^hrt  wdks 
of  Kentucky,  Williams  of  New  Toik,  and  WiQaai 
of  North  Carolina. 

Natb — ^Measrs.  Abbot,  Adama,  A  llwy  Btldwiiii  Btr- 
bar  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blpwafirid,  Bofer  <d 
Lomsiana,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Colaton,  Coouiock,  Our- 
ford,  Crugeri  Cmhman,  Darlington,  Bizk,  EOkatt, 
Brvin  of  South  Carolina,  Rriier,  Floyd,  PoBer,  Gtp, 
Halc^  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haniaon^  HeiteKt,Hibhoeii 
Holmes,  Hopkinaon,  Hoaletler,  Hokbsid,  Iniog  «f 
New  York,  iohnaon  of  Kentacky,  Jaaas,  Kisiif,  So- 
land.  Lawyer,  Uncofai,  Idttle,  Linnm«%  hmka^ 
McLane  of  Delaware,  Maaon  of  Iff  asaif  haisHi,  Ihet 
of  Rhode  Island,  Maner,  iliddhnen,  Milb,  Semi 
Mooreb  Moaaleyi  Jeremiah  Nebon,  Nssbitt,  Of^ 
Orr,  Palmer,  Pairatt,  Fawting,  PMril,  PiikiB,Flai- 
anik  Poindestsr.  Poster.  Bead.  Bh—  B^  BkklK* 
gold,  BobertaontBufglaa,  Sah^jler,  Sa^nBBt,8qtat. 
8herwood»8ilahM,  8iaikia%&  8niithv8psBoeK,fiiaD. 
TaUmadge,  Taylor,  TaireO,  Tarry,  Tucker  of  Togas, 
Upham,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Weatexio,  WluaiB, 
Wilkin,  Williama  of  Connecticnt,  Wilson  of  Hffs- 
chusetts,  and  Wilson  of  PeuujNania. 

Mr.  Whitmah  then  renewed  the  motioa  wbick 
he  had  made  in  Committee  cf  the  Whole,  to» 
eieaae  the  aalariea  of  tiie  Aaaistast  Postamas 
Qeneral  to  $2,600,  and  supported  bis  motkn  ^ 
reference  to  aimdry  faeu  lo  prove  its  neecfsiff. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  $  and, 

After  an  unsoeeeaaful  motion  by  Mr.  J.  S. 
Bmitb  to  recommit  the  bill,  kt  the  porpost  d 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  district  jodgesr^ 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  Hsoe 
adjourned. 


y  Friday,  February  12. 

Mr.  T^TUW,  from  the  Committee  of  Rrrie^ 
and  Unfinished  Bnataeas,  cepoiied  a  bUl  Bswcrn 
ing  the  allewaaee  of  penaioiia  upon  a  rdia^iisb- 
meet  of  bounty  lands;  which  was  lead  reice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engfosecd  aed  lead  atbrdiime 
to-morrow* 

Mr.  PotKMgTim,  from  the  CommiusK  oa  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  d 
Henry  Batman;  which  waa  read  mice,  and  (x- 
defed  to  be  enfrosaed  and  rend  a  third  tine  to- 
morrow, 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  eommitlee,  to  wlii^ 
was  reiarred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  feUsv- 
ing  titles,  to  wit :  ''An  aei  pre? idinf;  (or  a  gitf 
of  land  for  the  seat  of  go?  cmmeat  u  the  8iatti| 
Mississippi,  and  for  the  support  of  a  seminaiye 
learning  within  ihe  said  State  f  *^Ab  act  aid«- 
ising  the  Preaident  of  (he  United  States  te jit- 
ohaee  the  lanide  rOMrred  by  the  act  of  the  ai « 
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Mareb,  If  17,  to  evittin  chiflfe,  wivriOTB^  or  other 
lodjaos  of  the  Creek  nation ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Clark;"  and  ''An  act  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  land  offices  in 
the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  riew  Orleansi^ 
reported  the  said  bills  without  amendment. 

The  three  first  mentioned  of  the  said  bills  were 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  and 
the  latter  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
ihe  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward;"  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  LrvERXORB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  free- 
ing from  postage,  letters,  and  packets  to  and  from 
certain  officers  of  Agricultural  Societies ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  hare  pasted  bills  of  the 
followinff  titles,  to  wit :  ^Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Pettibone;"  and  ''An  aet  making  appro- 
priations to  carry  into  effect,  treatiee  conelnded 
with  aereral  InaiaB  trthei  therein  mentioned ;" 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  conenrrenee  of  this 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Pettibone,^  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Folobr,  SsROBAinr,  aao 
Setbbrt. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appronriations  to  carry  into  effect  treaties 
eoBclodea  with  several  Indian  tribes  therein  men- 
tioned,'' was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Hoaee  took  up  for  consideration  the  re- 
port made  bv  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
during  the  last  aeasion,  on  the  expediency  of  an- 
thortzing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
distribute  an  additional  stun  among  the  asseseors 
of  the  United  States.    Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barboor,  of  Virginia,  the 
report  was  reeommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  with  instroctions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  preparing  and  reporting  a 
bill  aliowine  compensation  to  those  Assessors 
who,  under  the  aet  of  August  2, 1813,  commenced 
the  duties  prescribed  therein,  and  were  prevented 
from  proceeding  by  reason  of  the  State  to  which 
their  aeaeasment  district  belonged  assuming  its 
quota  of  the  diieet  tax. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poiudbxtbr,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  jointly,  with  soeh  committee  as 
may  ho  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  inquire  what 
subjects  before  the  two  Houses  it  will  be  proper 
to  act  on  during  the  present  session  of  Congress ; 
and  Messrs.  Poindbxtbr,  Bassbtt,  PmeiH, 
Taylor,  and  Holmeb,  were  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qovemment,  for 
the  year  1819,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  Oorem- 
15th  Con.  2d  Ssss. — 37 


ment,"  wan  read  the  third  time  as  aoiettded ;  and 
on  the  question,  Shall  it  pass?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  56,  as  follows  : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  MsHachusetts,  An- 
dersen of  KJsatasky.  Buber  of  (Hue,  Baaiett,  Beeeher, 
Blount  Bntler  of  LMiisioaa,  Ol«8«^»  Cobb,  Cokton, 
ODOwtock*  Croger*  CashBia,  Darlington,  Davideea, 
CUieott,  Fisher,  Floyd»  FoUer,  Hale,  HaU  of  Deto- 
wavQk  Herbert,  Hitdioock,  Holine%  Hopkinsoa,  Hub- 
bard, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kinsey,  utland,  L«w- 
Jer,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore,  McLean  of  Belawaie, 
lason  of  Massschusetts,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Mills, 
Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  Newton»  Ogden, 
Pahner,  Parrott,  Pawling,  PindaU,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Poindezter,  Qnarles,  Rhea,  Rice,  Ridi,  Ringgold,  Rob* 
ertsen,  Rngglee,  Sebuyler,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  BUsbee, 
Simkias,  8.  Smith,  AJezander  Smyth,  Spencer,  Stoxxs, 
Stewart  of  Maryknd,  Taylor,  Terry,  Wendover, 
Weeterlo,  Whitman,  Wilkin,  Williams  of  Coimecli* 
cut,  and  Wiieon  of  Massachnaetts. 

NAza«*Messn.  Austin,  Ball,  Bttbonr  of  Vbginia, 
Bateman,  Bayley,  Bennett,  Boden,  Bnrwell,  Cam^ 
bell.  Cook,  Crafts,  Cnlbreth,  Desha,  Edwvds,  Oar- 
nett,  Gilbert,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hendzidks,  Her* 
kimer,  Herrick,  Hnntinfton,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Linn»  McLean  of  Illinois,  W.  Maday,  W.  P.  Maday, 
McCoy,  Mardiand,  Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel 
Moore,  Morton,  H.  Nelson,  Patterson,  Pegram,  Ridk- 
ards,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Savage,  Scuoder,  Settle, 
Shaw,  BiU.  Smith,  Southed,  Stewart  of  North  Car- 
olina, Strother,  Tarr,  Tompkins,  Tncker  of  South 
CersUna,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace, 
Whiteside,  WUliams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  N. 
Cafolinay  and  Wih»n  of  Pennaylf ania. 

BANKS— DISTRICT  OF  tfoLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Hebbbrt,  from  the  Committee  on  ihe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  [Providing 
for  the  consolidation  of  the  several  banks  of  the 
District  into  two  in  each  town,  viz:  In  the  City 
of  Washinston,  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Bank  of  mwhington  and  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis; in  Qeorgetown,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  Bank  ef  Columbia  and  the  Bank  of 
Gkorgetown ;  and  in  Alexandria,  under  the  de- 
nomination of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  and  the 
Bank  of  Potomao — each  with  a  capital  of  one 
million  of  dollars;  the  remaining  present  banks 
to  be  merged  in  those  above  nanaed^  if  they  shall 
think  proper,  as  follows :  The  Patriotic  Bank,  tp 
snbscnbe  its  capital  in  the  Bank  of  Waefaiagton; 
the  Union  Bank,  the  Farmers  andf  Mechanics' 
Bank,  nnd  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown,  to 
subscribe  their  capitals  in  the  new  Bank  of 
Geor^town ;  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank^  and  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, to  subscribe  their  capitals  in  the  new  Bank 
of  Alexandria;  and  the  Franklin  Bank  to  sub* 
scribe  its  capital  to  the  Bank  of  Potomac ;  the 
said  subscriptions  to 'be  made  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  July,  in  the  books  to  be  opened 
for  that  purpose.  The  banks  created  by  this  act, 
to  snhecribe,  on  their  organization,  six  per  cent, 
on  the  capitals  paid  in  for  constructing  turnpike 
roads  connected  with  the  District.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
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BEDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolioa,  affreeablf 
to  the  intimation  which  he  gave  yesterday,  aub- 
mitted  the  following  reMiution : 

Rewhed,  That  the  Militoiy  Peace  Eitablidiment  of 
the  United  States  shall  oonaist  of  snch  proportiona  of 
artilleiy,  infiuitry,  and  riflemen,  not  exceeding,  m  the. 
whole,  MX  thousand  men,  as  the  Piresident  of  (he 
United  States  shall  judge  |»oper;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  be  instructed  to  report  a 
1^  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Williams  supported  his  proposition  in  a 
speech  of  nearly  two  oours  in  length. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  replied,  and  spoka  also 
at  considerable  length  against  the  proposition  to 
reduce  the  Army.    When  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  SiMKiNs,  of  Bouth  Carolina,  intimattn|^  a 
wish  to  offer  his  opinions  on  the  question,  which 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  opposed  to-diy,  mored 
an  adjournment;  which  motion  waa  agreed  to; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satordat,  February  13. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  ^'An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts 
concerning  'the  coasting  trade ;"  and  "An  act  to 
erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  General  Washing- 
ton in  the  Capitol  square ;"  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  concerwng  the  allowance  of  pensions 
upon  a  relinquisDment  of  bounty  lands,  and  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Batman,  were  sever- 
ally read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Clark;  An 
act  proTiding  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  for 
the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning  within  the 
said  State ;  and  An  act  authorizing  the  President 
i»f  the  United  States  to  purchase  the  lands  re- 
served by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to 
certain  chiefs  and  warrion  or  other  Indians  of 
the  Creek  nation,  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  acts  concerning  the  coasting 
trade,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  General  Washing- 
ton in  the  Capitol  square,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
moneys,  and  the  amount  transferred  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  or  accommoda- 


bank  or  its  branches. 


REDUCTION  OP  THB  ABMT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  again  to  the 
sideration  of  the  resolution  ofiered  hMr. 
LiAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  to  reduce  tbeinifd 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Smitb,  of  North  Carolini,mortJ{i) 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  ibeM' 
lowing: 

Benhed,  That  the  act  or  acts  of  Congna  taftn- 
izing  the  appointoient  of  two  Major  Gosib  be » 
pealed*  and  that  the  office  of  Major  Geoeni,  in  tk 
militaiy  peace  establishment  of  the  UnMSuiMrk 
dispensed  with. 

Ruohedf  That  the  residue  of  the  atsffeftkeAiay 
of  the  United  States  be  rodnecd  la  oaekiifQltke 
prsaent  number  of  officers,  or  aa  neariy  n  a  tbc  u* 
tare  of  the  case  will  admit  of. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  bjlfLWur 
UAMS  aa  a  part  of  bis  motion. 

Mr.  StMKiNS  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  inaensible  of  the  di- 
gation  I  owe  this  House,  in  adiouniinff  joteriij 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  mjraelf|  aa  wduoikB, 
an  opportnnity  of  deliberating  and  deUreriifiB 
aentimenta,  on  the  rery  important  rtaolotioKk- 
fore  the  House;  and  I  am  equally  seosiUe,ihil 
in  moving  the  adjournment,  I  assom^  i  rajM- 
sibiiity  always  disagreeable  to  a  yoonc  ofata 
and  wkich  I  oannot  dischar;ge  either  br  tkeiU- 
ity  I  possess,  or  the  information  I  shall  bantc 
communicate  on  the  subject. 

If  a  man,  acquainted  with  the  defeaceleaiaie 
of  this  eouDtry,  some  tea  or  fifteen  yws  ^ 
and  with  its  consequences  at  the  b^niH« 
the  late  war,  should  have  been  ushered  isMthk 
House  at  the  time  these  reaolutioas,  to  rt^ 
the  Army  from  ten  to  sis  thousand  Des,ff0< 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Cvolin 
(Mr.  Williams,)  he  would  very  oitonilf  ]«■ 
aume  that  our  frontier,  both  inland  aad  ouiiiitai 
had  been  much  leaaeaed ;  that  the  oomber  ^ 
military  posto  established  for  the  poblie  defocf 
had  been  greatly  diminished;  aad,aborealI,i» 
would  uke  it  for  granted,  that  Coogress,  wbve 
doty  it  is  to  provide  for  the  comoion  defeoct 
had,  by  the  wisest,  and  most  salatary  laws, « 
arnied,  disciplined,  organiaed,  aad  eqaipped  ut 
whole  body  of  the  miutia,  as  to  have  x»^  !»«> 
prompt,  efficient,  and  eaeigetic.  Bat,  wk>t «»« 
astonishment  moat  he  have  felt,  vbesiiedioBio 
be  informed,  that,  so  far  from  our  territorj  being 
reduced,  it  ^ad  been  greatly  ezteoMi"^^;^ 
far  from  the  number  of  military  gania>B^  lotui; 
cations,  and  posts  being  lessened,  it  bid  been  looif 
indispensably  necessary  to  have  them  fK^uf^ 
creased ;  and  that,  so  far  from  there  betpf  a  w 
armed,  organized,  and  disoipUaed  milit»>  in 
many  of  the  Sutes,  upon  a  reqoisittoD  made  upa 
them  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  confofjniiy  ^ 
a  resolution  of  Congress,  could  not  reoder  erai 
vague  account  of  the  number  of  meo  fit  ">r  dfif 
that,  80  far  from  a  uniform  and  efiicieoi  torn 
fit  for  war,  there  was  a  relaxation  so  g'**^"' 
scarcely  a  single  branch  of  militarf  <^"^T,^  ,' 
tended  to  I    It  would  be  atill  mofea>{ODi»»S>  ^' 
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fiod  that  all  the  lessons  of  preparation  and  de- 
feoce,  so  powerfully  and  awlally  impressed  upon 
us  St  the  oeffinning  of  the  last  war,  which  caused 
so  many  millions  to  be  wasted,  and  oar  blood  so 
freely  to  flow,  had  been  nearly  lost  to  the  nation, 
and  about  to  be  forgotten  by  Congress  I  Tes,  I 
repeat  it,  forgotten  by  that  Uongress  whose  great 
and  responsible  duty  it  is  '*  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  and  promote  tne  general  wel- 
fare" of  the  country. 

From  this  view,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  does  seem 
most  evident  to  me,  that  this  period,  of  all  other^ 
is  the  most  adverse,  the  most  unfortunate,  ana 
the  most  unwise,  to  move  for  a  redaction  of  our 
army. 

But  the  eentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
WiLLiJUisJ  insists  upon  it,  that  nations,  like  in- 
dividuals, should  not  be  prodigal  in  expenditure; 
and  he  intimates  that  there  has  been,  and  is  now, 
a  most  ruinous,  extravagant,  and  abusive  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money,  on  our  army.  If  this  is 
true,  if,  indeed,  there  is  this  abuse,  of  which  I  have 
as  yet  heard  no  proofs,  I,  for  one,  would  institute 
an  inquiry,  so  full  and  prompt  as  to  exact  the 
most  rigid  accountability,  and  enforce  the  most 
efficient  and  complete  system  of  economv.  No 
ooe  more  thoroughly  condemns  a  waste  or  public 
monev  than  myself.  Indeed,  nothing  can  be  more 
true  than  that  a  waste  of  money  is  a  waste  of  the 
morality  of  the  country ;  and,  upon  a  due  and 
proper  accountability  of  your  officers,  greatlv  de- 
pends, not  only  the  correct  and  pure  administra- 
tion of  the  Qovernment,  but  even  the  existence 
of  liberty  itself.  I  would,  therefore,  never  consent 
to  lax  the  people  to  indulge  the  extraTagance  or 
pamper  the  pride  of  any  set  of  men. 

But,  is  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
quite  sure  that  he  is  pursuing  the  direct  road  to 
economy?  It  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether 
his  plan  will  not  be  by  far  the  most  expensive  in 
the  end.  It  is  true  he  spc&ks  verv  handsomely 
of  the  economy  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  aoministration ; 
which  he  says  is  now  going  out  of  fashion,  and 
almost  forgotten,  so  much  so,  that  the  word  econ- 
omy is  rarely  used  in  this  House.  He  also  tells  us, 
that,  in  the  true  spirit  of  economy,  Mr.  Jefferson 
disbanded,  or  greatly  reduced,  the  Army.  Yes, 
Mr.  Speaker,  he  did ;  I  acknowledge  it ;  but  has 
this  turned  out  to  be  real  economy?  No,  not  so. 
I  am,  and  always  have  been,  an  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirer of  manv  traits  in  the  character  of  that 
statesman,  philosopher,  and  benefactor;  but.  per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  some  measures  of  his  aomin- 
istration have  proved  the  most  expensive  to  the 
nation.  Subsequent  experience  has  evinced  it, 
and  candor  constrains  me  to  confess  and  declare 
it.  Let  us  for  a  single  moment  advert  to  that 
crisis.  This  distinguished  friend  to  man  came 
into  the  Government  under  the  auspices  of  that 
great  and  mighty  Republican  party  which  had 
opposed  the  measures  of  Mr.  Adams  with  the 
most  perfect  integrity,  but  with  great  feeling  and 
▼iolence.  It  was  most  natural  that  a  thorough 
and  sincere  hatred  for,  and  prejudice  against,  all 
Mr.  Adams's  principal  acts,  should  be  felt  by  those 
in  power.    It  so  happens,  that  parties,  strongly 


opposed  to  each  other,  rarely  stop  at  the  proper 
pomt ;  and  it  followed,  that  a  standing  army,  a 
navy,  and  other  measures,  were  exceedingly  un- 
popular, principally  because  Mr.  Adams  and  his 
friends  had  vindicated,  and  had  wished  to  swell 
them,  as  we  thought,  to  an  improper  size,  with  im- 
proper views,  and  for  improper  purposes.  Hence, 
there  was  so  great  an  antipathy  to  anything  like 
a  standing  nrmy,  among  other  things,  that  it  was 
reduced  mIow  the  proper  standard,  and  a  general 
relaxation  in  organization  and  discipline  ensued. 
This,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  not  the  true  policy  of 
the  country;  but  so  ardent  an  admirer  was  I, 
with  the  great  body  of  the  people,  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's measures,  that  I  vindicateo,  not  onlv  the 
reduction  of  the  Army,  to  the  lowest  point,  out  I 
followed  him  most  devotedly  in  his  gunboat  sy»* 
tem,  bis  plan  for  reducing  an  unjjust  nation  to 
terms,  by  embargoes  ana  restrictions.  Indeedt 
his  idea  of  obtaining  and  securing  our  rights,  bf 
an  appeal  to  the  justice  and  moral  feeling  of  for- 
eign nations,  was  also  adopted.  But  what  en- 
lightened American,  at  this  day,  thinks  that  an 
improper  reduction  of  the  Army,  the  gunboat,  or 
embargo  systems,  were  prudent  or  economical? 
The  effects  of  the  late  war  have  proved,  beyond  all 
possible  qaestion,  that  a  lofty,  atgnified,  national 
character,  impressed  and  won  by  the  unprece* 
dented  valor  of  your  Army,  and  the  thunder  of 
your  naval  cannon,  is  of  more  real  importance 
to  us,  in  preserving  peace  and  advancing  oar 
prosperity,  than  all  the  embargoes  and  restric- 
tions; than  all  the  appeals  to  national  justice, 
and  all  the  treaties  and  paper  stipulations  which 
the  world  could  produce. 

Will  it  be  supposed,  by  any  honorable  member 
of  this  House,  that  I  would  depreciate  the  fair 
fame,  or  dim  the  steady  lustre,  which  irradiates 
the  brow  of  the  distinguished  Jefferson  ?  I  hope 
not.  The  main  scope  of  his  administraton  is  ap- 
proved; but  that  there  were  some  errors  into 
which  he,  and  the  most  of  us,  fell  with  him,  it 
would  be  uncandid  and  unjust  to  deny.  These 
should  not  now  have  been  mentioned  but  to  warn 
the  House  against  them,  to  show  that  they  are 
closely  connected  with  the  subject  now  before 
us,  and  to  demonstrate  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  under  the  specious 
name  of  economy,  would  plunge  the  natiouy  in 
this  view,  into  the  same  unwise  policy^* 


*  The  trae  and  rational  gronnds  of  the  opposition 
to  Mr.  Adam/s  administration,  were  the  following, 
via :  The  obvioiis  predilection  of  the  party  who  sup- 
ported huB,  ibr  Great  BiiUhi.  The  great  desire  that 
was  entertained  to  assimilate  our  Government  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  her's ;  and  the  abose  of  Franee 
and  praise  of  Great  Britain,  whenever  they  eame  in 
contact.  The  Republicans  did  not  so  much  oppose  a 
navy,  or  a  standing  army  of  a  reasonable  size,  in  them- 
sekes  considered,  bat  because  they  were  to  be  swelled 
to  an  improper  sise,  all  at  once,  not  atone  ibr  national 
defence,  bat  for  war,  against  a  Power  which  had  givsn 
US  no  sofficient  canse  of  war.  As  connected  with  this 
unnatural  animosity  to  France,  the  Republicans  op- 
posed an  imconstitntional  sedition  law,  and  an  aUen 
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The  gentlemtn  says,  that  those  vere  the  hal* 
eyoa  days  of  economy,  peace,  and  prosperity. 
Let  him  remember  that  the  calm  was  in  some 
measure  deeeitfal — that  a  storm  was  then  gather- 
ing, and  which,  in  spite  of  all  the  soothing  pallia- 
tiyes  which  could  be  applied,  did  contrire  to 
gather,  and  lower,  and  threaten,  till  it  burst  npon 
US,  with  all  its  awful  fury,  in  1812.  It  is  on- 
necessary  to  recapitulate,  in  detail,  the  events  of 
this  war.  They  are  so  recent,  and  were  so  strongly 
marked,  that  they  must  present  a  virid  picture 
to  the  mind  of  every  man  who  will  look  back.  I 
call  the  attention  of  this  House,  however,  to  the 
opinions  of  the  ablest  friends  of  the  country  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  when  the  dearly 
4>ottght  lessons  of  experience  were  in  full  view. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  body  of  men 
equal  at  least  in  age  and  experience,  did  solemnly 
ITonotroce  an  opinion  that  the  Army  should  con* 
sist  of  twenty,  or  at  the  least  fifteen  thousand 
men,  and  so  strong  was  their  ^conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  this,  that  they  refused,  for  a  long  time, 
to  reduce  it  to  the  present  establishment  of  ten 
thousand.  Indeed  there  was  a  very  large  minor- 
ity in  this  House,  who  thought  this  number  too 
small. 

The  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  which 
has  been  the  subject  of  such  severe  criticism  by 
the  honorable  gentleman,  states  that,  in  1802,  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  and,  I  will  add,  of  gen- 
eral relaxation,  the  Army  consisted  of  3,322:  in 
1808.  of  9,996,  and  in  1818.  ot  12,65(S,  including 
all  descriptions  of  staff  and  officers  attached  to 
it.  This  report'  further  states,  that,  since  1802, 
our  population  has  nearly  doobled,  and  our  wealth 
more  than  doubled.  Hiere  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  begins  his  scrutiny,  and  most  un- 
fairly endeavors  to  prove  that,  as  our  establish- 
ment in  1802  was  onlv  3.322,  and  as  our  popula- 
tion and  wealth  are  onlv  aoubled,  the  Army  ought 
to  be  also  only  doublea,  and  triumphantly  asserts 
that  the  premises  taken  by  the  Secretary  do  not 
justify  his  conclusions,  but  prove  him  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  even  the  elementary  principles 
of  arithmetic.  This  he  does  without  adverting;, 
which  common  justice  both  to  this  House  ana 
the  Secretary  required  him  to  do,  to  what  is  ex- 
plicitly stated  in  the  report,  that,  since  1802,  we 
have  acquired  the  immense  country  of  Louisi- 
ana, including  the  ffrowing,  yet  defenceless  city 
of  riew  Orleans— that  great  commercial  depot 
for  the  inexhaastible  riches  of  the  western  world 

law,  giving  the  PMident  abuest  wiliBiited  poMis,  m 
it  rsfttdad  those  aahappy  stiaiigen  who  had  aonalit  a 
homo  OB  onir  shores,  aU  brought  to  bear  on  the  people 
at  e  paitieolar  tune^  «<  to  save  them  fifom  theb  worst 
enemiee,  themoelvea,"  end  to  oeate,  in  fcct.  «« a  roiga 
of  terror"  in  which  the  people  shoald  not  be  adoned 
to  Ciiivus  freely  the  measaree  of  their  own  Govma- 
aent.  These  are  a  few  of  the  groond*  upon  which  the 
**  Federolists,"  so  catted,  were  opposed  by  the  RepuUt- 
€aaa»  whkh  OTon  now  have  lost  none  of  their  forooi  bat 
of  which,  eabseqaent  events  have  dieolaBed,  Itr.  Adam 
was  not  so  giaat  an  advocate  as  a  party  which  sar- 
reanded  hiaof  and  whicb  wished  and  endeavored  to 
dnve  him  much  further  than  he  did  go. 


— that  we  have  to  defend  a  line  of  fn»tieT,bo& 
maritime  and  inland,  of  about  fi^OOO  miio.  m 
including  its  indentations  andwiadiogs.  ifiA 
ef  ual  unfairness,  the  gentleman  does  oot  brisgts 
view  what  is  also  stated,  and  what  eooM  ootiuK 
escaped  the  most  careless  observer,  that,  id  13(ft 
we  had  but  twenty-seven  military  posti,  ud  tbi 
now  we  have  seventy-three,  with  a  Bomber  bkir 
indispensably  necessary  to  be  esta1)lislied,eittaj- 
ing  on  the  Lakes,  the  Missouri,  Red  Rim,  Gna 
Bay,  St.  Peters,  the  Tdlowstone  riret  M 
Point,  and  Natchitoches.  After  t&a  ^inno 
of  the  correctness  of  the  gentiemu^itritliiDeiie 
and  reasons,  I  leave  this  Iionse  to  jn^e  between 
him  and  the  Secretary,  which  is  esuilei  tAthe 
palm  either  for  arithmetical  orreuonieguiats, 
and  which  of  the  two  may  be  said  ^toase  bii 
arguments  in  a  bad  cause." 

%ut,  the  honorable  member  asserts,  and  eodar- 
ors  to  prove,  that  the  increase  of  the  sire  nk 
wealth  of  your  commercial  cities  does  so:  n* 
quire  any  increase  of  soldiers  to  defend  them; 
that  at  any  rate  the  militia  will  answer  tills  ^; 

Sose.  Is  it  possible  that  an  assertion  of  iiiL<  kisfi 
eserves  to  be  refuted  by  serious  argoment?  VH 
any  member  of  this  House  compare  sncbidtr 
as  New  York,  containing  more  than  one  \vM^ 
thousand  inhabitants — the  ^reat  empohiia  ef 
your  commercial  prosperity,  in  whicb  nearly o« 
third  of  the  revenue  that  supports  yoor  Gtners^ 
ment  is  collected — with  any  small  town  on  f^ 
coast,  and  say  that  the  former  re^aires  for  is  ^^ 
fence  no  greater  number  of  soldiers  than  tbcli: 
ter?  Do  not  large  depots  or  large  towGs,$a 
erally  speaking,  require  proportionablflargtui 
extensive  fortiioations ;  and  are  not  a  proponk^ 
able  number  of  soldiery  required  to  niao  titw 
fortifications,  to  keep  the  yuos  in  order,  to  leqain 
skill  and  discipline  m  their  doty? 

What  purpose  would  militia  answer,  ereail 
they  could  be  called  there  quick  enoosb,  on  uj 
sudden  emergency,  unacquainted,  as  thej  tea^ 
be,  with  the  whole  routine  of  doty  ?  But  i- 
would  be  deemed  a  reflection  on  the  sagaciry  u^ 
good  sense  of  this  Rouse  to  dwell  longer onuir- 
gument  rejected  alike  by  reason  and  experiocC' 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  somewhat  like  udiif 
darkness  to  light  to  endeavor  to  enforcf  ffl«« 
strongly  or  give  more  weight  to  wmeof  w«ijl^ 
ics  discussed  in  this  report,  but  I  cannot ««»» 
dwelling  for  a  few  moments  on  the  ifl*f  f  °" 
importance  of  a  well  organiaed  Armfjt^^^^J" 
only  be  obtained  by  a  well  organiwdsafc  m 
form  the  most  efficient  defence  of  tbe  coan^ 
against  sudden  onsets.  In  time  of  peace  u^ 
keep  alive  military  science,  skill,  and  ih«i«P 


of  ardor,  patriotism,  and  national  gloiT.  ^.^ 
form  the  very  basis  for  an  increased  emeienin^ 
at  the  commencement  of  a  war.   Tiiey  \^ 
the  only  certain  materials  for  making  tbe  aai» 
useful,  energetic,  and  overwhelming,  when  d»» 
out  into  the  service  of  the  country.   Tnef «  ' 
thereby,  in  the  language  of  the  gcntleo"^" 
Ohio,  (Mr.  HabkibowJ  "  ihousandi  of  litef » 
millions  of  money."    This  will  be  the  n»d 
real  economy. 
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But  thegeotlemaa  from  North  Carolina  opposes 
his  idea,  and  endeayors  to  make  the  Secretary  of 
^ar  contradict  himself  in  one  short  sentence,  bf 
epresenting  him  to  admit  the  staff  to  be  unneces- 
ary  in  time  of  peace,  yet  necessary  to  be  kept 
I  p.  Will  the  patience  of  the  House  last  whilst 
;  read  the  whole  paragraph  of  the  report  which 
s  alluded  to  ?    It  is  too  important  to  be  omitted : 

*'  In  het,  DO  ptit  of  oor  miiituy  organiiation  w- 
^niree  more  attention  in  peace  than  the  general  stafil 
t  is,  in  every  serrioe,  inTsriably  the  last  in  attaining 
perlSDCtbn,  and*  if  neglected  in  peace,  when  there  is 
leisnre,  it  will  be  impeenble,  in  the  midst  of  the  h  nziy 
tnd  bustle  of  war,  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  It  is  in 
3eace  that  it  shotdd  receiTe  a  perfect  organization,  and 
ihat  the  officers  should  be  trained  to  mefiiod  and  pnnc- 
^lality,  so  that,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  in- 
iftead  of  creating  anew,  nothing  more  riioald  be  ne- 
5«8sary  than  to  give  to  it  the  necessary  enlargement 
\jk  this  oonntry  partieidarly,  the  staff  cannot  be  neg- 
ected  with  imponity.  As  difficult  as  its  operations 
ire  in  actad  service  everywhem«  it  has  hers  to  en- 
sounter  great  and  pecnliai  impediments,  from  the 
(xteni  of  the  eovoitry,  the  badnes%  and  fre^oent^  the 
rant  of  roads,  and  the  sadden  and  nnosqpieeted  calls 
irhich  are  often  made  on  the  militia.  If  it  coold  be 
ihown  that  the  sta^  in  its  present  extent,  was  not 
^ecessaiy  in  peace,  it  would,  with  the  new  taken,  be 
pnwise  to  lop  off  any  of  its  branches  which  would  be 
lacesaary  in  an  actoal  senrioe*  With  a  defective  sta^ 
ir#  mnst  cany  on  oor  militarr  operations  under  great 
Uaadvantages,  and  be  ezposeo,  particularly  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war,  to  great  losses,  embarrassments, 
ind  disasters." 

Now,  is  it  not  obviaoa  that  it  is  nowhere  ad- 
mitted in  this  docoment  that  the  staff  is  unneces- 
sary in  time  of  peace  1  It  is,  on  the  contrary. 
Bsaential,  even  tnien,  (or  the  doe  organismtion  oir 
the  Army ;  but  it  is  admitted  that,  in  time  of  war, 
its  importapce  is  incalculably  increased,  so  much 
so,  that,  even  if  it  could  be  proved  to  be  unneces- 
sary in  time  of  peace,  yet  it  is  so  absolutely  in- 
diapensahle  in  time  of  war  that  it  would  be  raah 
to  Top  off  an?  of  its  branches ;  because,  in  tone 
of  war,  it  could  not  be  perfected.  Time  could  not 
be  given  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  member  from  North  Carolina,  in  his  zeal 
to  reduce  the  Army,  or,  in  other  words,  to  show 
that,  in  time  of  peace,  we  should  make  no  prepa- 
ration for  a  time  of  war,  haa  asserted  that  the 
officers  of  the  standing  army  which  existed  befoce 
the  last  war,  rendered  D«t  little  service  during  that 
eventfol  period ;  that  Imt  few  victories  were  ob- 
tained by  them;  and  plainly  infers  that  the  keep- 
ing of  officers  in  pay  in  time  of  peace  is  unneces- 
sary. Is  theyentleman  aware  how  much  he  risks, 
and  what  injustice  he  has  done  by  such  an  asser- 
tion ?  An  assertion  which,  although  made,  no 
doubt,  with  the  purest  motives,  is  contradicted 
by  almost  every  event  that  occurred.  The  truth 
really  is  that  the  officers  of  the  old  army  were 
the  principal  actors  in  the  last  war,  and  were  the 
true  sources  from  whence  the  skill,  discipline,  and 
intrepidity  which  were  imparted  to  the  Army 
originally  sprang,  and  which  eventually  gave 
auch  signal  and  glorious  success  to  its  exertions. 
In  what  a  situation  would  your  eountry  have 


been  placed  without  Scott,  Oaines,  Pike,  Coving- 
ton. Qibson,  Hamilton,  and  many  more,  together 
with  persons  in  this'House.  the  mention  of  whose 
names  delicacy  now  forbids  ?  How  unfortunate 
for  the  argument  used  has  been  the  reference  to 
the  officers  of  the  Army  previous  to  the  late  war  I 
A  constellation  of  military  talent,  miagled  with 
the  purest  patriotism,  which  impuvts  glory  to  out 
arms  and  honor  to  the  Amerioan  name  I  With- 
out derogating  from  the  talents  and  exertions  of 
others,  permit  me  to  observe  th^t  these  are  the 
men  who  had  a  principal  agencv  in  saving  your 
country ;  and  the  reasons  wny  tnetr  exploits  did 
not  appear  conspicuous  in  the  coDuoaencement  of 
the  war,  were  because  those  soldiers,  under  their 
discipline  previoualy  to  that  period,  were  too  few 
in  number,  and,  because  it  was  impossible  to  im- 
part their  discipline  and  ardor,  in  a  single  day,  to 
troops  newly  raised  and  added  to  the  Army. 

An  attack  on  the  candor  and  official  character 
of  the  Secretarjr  of  War  is  made  by  directly 
charging  him  with  giving  a  statement  and  argu- 
menti^  in  his  report,  to  xeep  the  Army  at  what 
it  now  is,  rather  than  a  full  development  of  feets 
or  information.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say  so,  and  he  does  not  disavow  the  chwree.  Sat, 
hais  he  pointed  out  in  detail  the  facts  whioh  have 
been  suppressed  or  kept  back  1  He  has  not  done 
it }  he  cannot  do  so.  Will  the  memben  of  this 
House  who  ha^e  not  read  the  rq>or^  wt^d  it,  and 
examine  the  volume  of  information  given  in  a 
tabular  form,  and  then  judge  whether  full  infor- 
n&atioa  is  not  given?  Mr.  Speake?,  it  doea  not 
become  me  to  stand  here,  ^he  eulogist  of  this 
officer,  nor,  neither  shall  I  do  it.  It  is  unneces- 
sary, because  his  acts,  reports,  and  documoftta, 
speak  for  theiaselves.  Let  them  be  eaamiiie^, 
and  then  let  him  stand  or  £iU  hj  the  opinion  en- 
tertained of  them  by  the  impartial  of  all  parties. 

But  what  infornmtion  has  he  withheld  ?  He 
has  given  the  number  of  men  nominally,  the 
number  of  men  actually,  composing  the  armr. 
He  has  given  the  sta^  the  engiBeer,  and  ora- 
nanoe  departments;  the  officers,  the  pay  of  ail; 
an  account  of  the  transportation,  forage,  and  even 
fuel.  He  has  given  the  garrisoaa,  forta  poets, 
dbc.,  with  the  number  of  men  fit  each.  Ha  has 
shown  you  the  eiipense  which  most  meeessariiy 
be  incurred  by  the  immense  spaoa  over  whiea 
your  little  army  must  be  atatioped.  He  has 
shown  you,  from  the  jgreat  nimhec  of  desertions 
which  do  and  must  always  take  nlace  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours,  that  the  army  is  out  little  more 
than  half  filled;  and  that,  although  it  is  so  saull, 
yet  he  has  demonstrated  the  neceasity,  from  the 
great  number  of  posts  to  be  occupied,  that  the 
number  of  officers  paonot  be  diminished  with 
safety  to  the  army.  And  yet,  after  aU  thii^  a 
charge  is  brought  forward  that  full  information 
is  not  affordedl  The  gentleman  has  long  had 
this  subject  under  consideration ;  if  he  wanted 
further  information,  he  well  knew  the  course  to 
be  pursued  to  obtain  it.  Whv  haa  he  not  done 
so  Y  It  seems  to  me  that  he  has  overlooked  the 
cardinal  points  in  the  report,  which  make  against 
him,  and  has  viewed  it  with  the  eye  of  a  speeial 
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them  eompcMaiien  for  their  propem,  m  w«U  as 
for  its  detention. — Referred  to  tbe  Beeretary  of 
Sute. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  the  provis- 
ions of  an  act,  passed  on  the  Ist  day  of  March, 
1817,  entitled  '*An  act  making  reservatioii  of  cer- 
tain pablic  lands  to  supply  timber  for  naral  pur- 
poses ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBHsoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  estab- 
lishing an  additional  military  academy  and  a 
military  school  of  application ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  national  armory. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Cailan ;  where- 
upon, it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kenzie  and  For- 
syth," with  an  amendment.  And  they  have  also 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  '^  An 
act  for  confirming  the  claim  of  Alexander  Ma- 
comb to  a  tract  oTland  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan ;"  ''An  act  for  the  rdief  of  B.  and  P.  Jour- 
oan,  brothers;"  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
H^n ,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Edward  McCarty;" — in  which  amendment  and 
last-mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

MEMOSIAL  OF  OEORO£  WILLIAMS. 

The  SPBAKca  presented  a  memorial  of  Qaorn 
Williams,  explanatory  of  his  eooduct  as  a  di- 
fftetor,  on  the  ]^rt  of  the  Qovarnmaat,  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  cable.    The  memorial  isas  foUowa: 

Tb  tke  Hou9e  ofRnrtHntaHvtMofilu  VniUd  SUttet.- 
Tha  memorial  <»  George  Williams  respaetivety  aafei 
ibrthi  that  having  this  day  obtained  a  copy  of  tha  doe- 
uments  reported  by  the  oommittea  of  your  Mcnae, 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  pioceediogB  of  the 
Bsnk  of  the  United  States,  he  deems  it  proper  to  sub- 
mii  to  the  House  of  Representativee  some  eaqplana- 
tions  relative  to  hia  conduct  as  a  Govemaent  dinctory 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  animadvenion  in  the 
report  of  the  committee.  The  impataiions  charged 
against  your  memorialist  are  threefold :  let.  That  he 
fuhscnbed  elsTen  hundred  and  seventy-two  shares  of 
stock  in  as  msny  namess  ee  their  attorney,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  unduly  iafluencing  the  election  of  directors. 
Sdly.  That  he  was  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  one 
thousand  shares  for  the  account  of  Mr.  Jones,  on 
which  a  considerable  profit  was  realised  by  that  gen- 
tieman,  in  which  the  committee  8e«B  to  suppose  there 
was  some  unfaimess: — and,  3dly.  That  your  memo- 
rialist, while  a  Govamment  director,  had  been  deeply 
concerned  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  and  in  the  makmg 
and  purchase  of  contracts  for  the  deliTory  of  stock. 
With  regard  to  the  first  allegation,  he  <4itained  names 
and  subscribed  one  share  each  on  them,  for  the  sole 
olgect  of  securing  a  considerable  amount  of  this  stock, 


eatortaiaiag  a  veiy  fiavosable  opinisn  of  iht  isM^ 
taon;  but  in  so  doing  ho  had  natthsnaotes^ 
to  iiUlnence  the  dectuMii»  not  being  ef»  i  oaiUa 
for  the  ofiee  of  director  himeflf.  He  pncsnd,^ 
eight  hundrsd  shares  to  be  aohscriM  fa  Un  ii  fc 
£n«nt  names,  in  ten  and  twesi^  sksics  cicb,  is  lit 
ington  snd  Cincinnati,  with  &  ssme  obJMt  1^ 
whole  of  the  eleven  hundred  and  ssicotf-tvoi^ 
were  voted  singly  at  the  first  elediflB,  tke  tmo: 
books  not  being  at  that  time  opened,  and  emjha 
taken  in  single  names  as  then  voted,  vbdhskU  by 
the  real  proprietor  or  by  proxy.  IV  dini  ii(n> 
referred  to  were  subsequently  consnlklitri,  a  J  wm 
never,  after  the  first  election,  voted  ts  ikUi  m  m^t 
namea.  They  were  voted,  not  by  ttt  acBMHn&t 
but  by  the  agents  of  the  Baltimore  aBckydQi,in 
common  with  other  shares  held  then;  ni,iliM|k 
these  stoekholdcn  held  one4b«ith  of  Ibe  vB(n,itit 
those  of  New  York  held  only  one4writt  thero(  it  b 
decisive  evidence  that  no  nndoe  iaienaviii!- 
tempted  to  be  exercised,  in  behalfof  thsBilliBafiB- 
tereat,  since  otikj  two  directors  weie  dtdid  iateii 
first  board  from  Baltimore^  and  a  liks  osafehB 
New  York.  In  noticing  tlMaeoand  chsige,jNi  at- 
modalist  avers  that  thm  is  not  the  dighlatiMaiii' 
tion  for  imputing,  ei»hia  k>  hinseif  or  to  Mr.  Joe 
the  late  Prariden^  any  unfiur  or  impiope  motrns 
that  transaction.  But  he  foibeais  to  gp  into  i  «*• 
ment  of  its  particular  circumstance^  intmadtt^ 
gentleman  has  preeenled  documents  in.  hii  jvob* 
tion  to  your  House,  establisfainfc  as  be  tnaU^encls- 
sivcly,  its  innocent  and  honorable  chsncla. 

In  reference  to  the  third  aOsgatun,  joor  &(»• 
rialist  acknowledges  that,  having  bsliefed  tbi  k 
Bank  of  the  United  Butea,  bemg  disxtovd  bj  Cm 
greas,  would  receive  the  countenance  and  be  isfir»- 
rated  by  the  fostering  protection  of  tke  Gowaaal: 
that  it  possessed  great  advantages,  wliidi  in  itf  f** 
gnaawoold  be  cesitiBmslly  dovafopagf  sad  knuf 
daily  BMre  evident;  and  thai  it  woaU  be  pn^ 
and  psodactiva  beyond  any  other  msaqFei  isaiM 
in  the  eountry,  ha  early  made  laige  iawitmintiBa 
stodi,  both  by  original  atdMcription  and  liy  fsi** ' 
thalalmeatsfl  he  ever  ahlaiaed  he  centiiHiii  ««^ 
held;  that,  in  ao  doing, he  had  not  dienaitiW 
idea  he  was  acting  inconabtently  with  kii«^ 
pnbho  dliedor,  or  that  be  tiamjpeeeel  the  bow 
wUeh  his  oUig^ona  in  that  Mlaatkm  inpow  "P*  * 
conduct  Nor  did  he  ims^ine  thst,  ia  i«opa^ 
be  incteaaed  hia  interest  in  the  iiMrtimtieBrhe»i^ 
diariaishad  Us  fidaiifty  to  it,  or  beesaia  the  ImM»b^ 
fied  to  act  aa  a  director  of  its  ooncans. .  ^r^ 
underatand  that  hia  appoualmant  aglisd  <"/ 'g^ 
on  his  accustomed  commercial  dssHnfii"^ 
clothing  himself  vrith  the  office  of  a  diieMjf^^ 
by  abandoned  hai  piofessioa,  or  lest  tbe  chiii^<>^ 

merchant.  His  parchaaas  were  >&^^V^^ 
market,  and  his  engagements  relalire  (ou^i*^ 
entered  into,  and  honorably  fulfilled. 


Your  ooamittee  have  anpeared  to 


l^ioi- 


d^  measures  ware  adoptnl  by  the  *^;  ^v^gf  tbt 


which,  having.had  tha  efiect  to  rsiie  the ja«^<  ^ 
stock,  were  entered  mto  for  the  po^P^l^S^ 
artificial  and  temporaiy  aahaneeaMoMoj^^ 
The  meaanzos  alluded  to  are  (viB^F^'v  !  s,^ 
tiona  to  pay  dividenda  in  B]«iaBd;  ^J^^^, 
scribem  to  enable  then  to  pay  ^^^^^^m 
to  loan  on  stock  at  par ;  and,  aabee^vcf^'^,^  ^ 
stock  at  one  hundred  and  tweBV-*«  *"'*^  "^ 
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ihtM,  with  Mquiri&g  an  addHioiial  ninie.  Tour  hm- 
norialist  wm  not  a  direetor  «t  the  time  the  two  fitit 
ef  these  reeohitioiie  were  paaeed,  and  not  redding  at 
Philadelphia,  and  oonaeqnently  eeldom  being  pfeaent 
at  the  aittings  oi  the  board,  hie  was  ahaent  WMn  the 
two  last  of  thoae  meaanrea  woe  adopted,  ao  that  he 
bad  no  indtndoal  participation  in  any  of  thoae  f  lo- 
eeedinga.  Nor  doea  he  reeoUect  ever  to  hare  advued 
or  sMented  to  the  payment  of  the  diTidenda  on  doUn- 
quent  stock.  He  wiU,  however,  take  this  occasion  to 
obserre,  that  he  entertains  a  thorough  conviction  that 
all  Chose  measures  were  entered  into  in  ^fisct  good 
fiuth,  and  with  no  sinister  or  interested  views  on  the 
part  of  the  board  of  dureetors ;  and  he  does  not  doubt, 
that,  if  he  had  had  a  vote  on  all,  or  any  of  those  reao- 
latiomi,  they  would  have  received  his  rail  approbation, 
whatever  may  now  be  thought  of  their  wisdom  or 
policy. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialist  begs  leave  briefly 
to  notice  the  remarks  made  by  the  committee  upon 
his  examination  before  them.  He  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee hie  peiftet  reedinese  to  answer  all  inquiries 
which  regarded  hia  conduct  aa  a  puUie  director,  and 
even  to  diadose  to  them  the  particulais  of  all  his  con- 
tracts and  ooneema  of  eveiy  nature,  relative  to  hia 
pnrehase  of  atoek,  for  their  satiafoetion ;  but,  under- 
itanding  that  the  atataments  fiimished,  and  tha  raaulti 
obtained  in  their  inquiriea,  would  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished, he  declined  exhibiting  for  public  inspection  his 
private  transtfitiftnsi  they  having  not  the  least  connex- 
ion with  hia  proceedinga  or  character  aa  a  director  of 
the  bank.  And  your  memorialiat  acknowledges  that 
he  made  no  explanations  before  the  committee  in  ex- 
tenuation or  vindication  of  hie  conduct,  aa  it  appeaia 
by  the  report  he  had  the  opportunity  given  him  to  do, 
both  because  he  did  not  tnen  understand,  to  the  beat 
of  hie  present  recollection,  that  he  was  expected  or  in- 
rited  to  make  explanations  for  such  an  object ;  and, 
moreover,  because  he  did  not  conceive,  nor  does  he 
Qow  conceive  that  hia  conduct  required  either  ^ology, 
»tenu^tioii»  or  vindication.  During  die  two  years 
that  he '  served-iiie-XJoveniment  aa  a  director,  he  en- 
ieavored  to  fulfil  the  dutiea  of  hia  honorable  ^ppoint- 
inent  to  the  beat  of  hia  judgment  and  abilitiea.  He 
iiTOgatee  in  his  behalf  no  praise  for  manifoatflBi: 
lither ;  bat  he  daima  confidently  the  nMrit  of  having, 
It  all  timee  and  on  all  oceaaiona,  diecbarged  thoae 
lutiee  with  perfect  integrity  and  uprightnesa. 

Your  memorialiat,  forbearing  to  invi^Le  in  hie  fovor 
that  share  of  reputation  which  hia  follow-dtiiena 
iiave  heretofore  accorded  to  him,  and  which  haa  been 
txitherto  unimpeached,  reliea  wiUi  entire  confidence  on 
the  justice  and  impartiality  of  your  honorable  Houae 
to  acquit  him  in  his  character  of  a  public  director,  (in 
which  character  alone  he  has  any  right  to  ask  to  be 
beard,)  of  all  unworthy  or  dishonorable  imputationa, 
where  no  evidence  appeals  to  condemn  him,  and  to 
believe  hie  motivea  to  be  correct  and  pure,  where  his 
letione  cannot  be  shown  to  be  either  criminal  or  even 
ilameable.  GEORGE  WILLIAMS. 

BAX.Tixomx,  February  10,  1819. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  t 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith  of  Marv- 
la&d  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  to  authorize  tne 
people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
ititution  and  State  goverament,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  same  iiHo  the  Union— 


The  qneatioQ  beiitf  eo  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Tallmadqs  to  ameod  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the 
following  proviso : 

*^  And  prmded.  That  the  further  introduction  of 
alavery  or  involuntaiy  aervitude  be  prohibited,  except 
for  the  puniahment  of  Crimea,  whereof  the  party  ahall 
have  been  fully  convicted ;  and  that  all  children  borft 
within  the  eaid  State,  after  the  admiaaion  thereof  into 
the  Union,  shall  be  free  at  the  age  of  tweoty<£ve 


.»» 


yeam 

The  debate  which  eommeneed  on  Stturdar 
was  to-day  resumed  on  thia  proposition ;  whieh 
was  svpported  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr. 
LiTBRMOBB,  aid  Mr.  Fullbb;  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Pinoall,  Mr.  Glat,  and  Mr. 

HOLMBS. 

This  debate  (which  was  quite  interestioe;)  in- 
volTed  two  qoestions ;  one  of  right,  the  other  of 
expediencv.  Both  were  supported  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  amendment,  and  generally  opposed 
by  its  opponents.  On  the  one  nand,  it  was  eon- 
tended  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  prescribe  to 
any  State  the  details  of  its  government,  aov^  Air- 
ther  than  that  it  should  be  republican  in  its  rorm ; 
that  such  a  power  would  be  nugatory,  if  exer- 
cised, since,  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 
people  of  an3^  State  hare  the  unquestioned  right 
to  amend  their  constitution  of  government,  dbc. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  as  strongly  contended 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  annex  conditions 
to  the  admisoion  of  any  new  State  into  the  Union; 
that  slavery  was  incompatible  with  our  Repub^ 
liean  iustitotioBB,  Ac. 

Besides  the  above  gentlemen,  Mr.  Harrisoh 
and  Mr.  Hbudricks  spoke  on  points  incidentally 
itttroduead  into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chaicman,  If  the  few  citizens  who  now  ^ 
inhabit  the  Terrltorjr  of  Missouri  were  alone  in- 
terested in  the  decision  of  this  question.  I*  should 
content  myself  with  voting  in  favor  of  tne  amend- 
ment, without  occupying  for  a  moment  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  But  the  fact  is  far  other- 
wise :  thoee  whom  we  shall  authorize  to  set  in 
motion  the  maehine  of  free  government  beyond 
the  Mbsissippij  will,  in  many  respects,  decide  the 
destiny  of  millions.  Cast  your  eye  on  that  ma- 
jestic river  which  gives  name  to  the  Territory, 
for  the  admission  of  which  into  the  Union  we 
are  about  to  provide;  trace  its  meanderings 
through  fertile  regions  for  more  than  two  thou- 
sand miles ;  cross  the  stony  mountains,  and  de- 
scend the  navigable  waters  which  empty  into  the 
Western  ocean ;  contemplate  the  States  hereaf- 
ter to  unfurl  their  banners  over  this  iair  portion 
of  America,  the  successive  generations  m  free- 
men who  there  shall  adorn  the  arts,  enlarge  the 
circle  of  science,  and  improve  the  condition  of 
our  species.  Having  taken  this  survey,  yon  will 
be  able,  in  some  measure,  to  appreciate  the  im- 
pOTtance  a(  the  subject  before  us.  Our  votes 
this  dajr  will  determine  whether  the  high  desti- 
nies of  this  region,  and  of  these  generations,  shall 
be  fulfilled,  or  whether  we  shall  defeat  them  by 
permitting  slavery,  with  all  its  baleful  oonse^ 
qoences,  to  inherit  the  land.    Let  the  magnitude 
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of  this  qvcstioii  plead  my  apology,  while  I  briefly 
address  a  few  coosideratioos  to  toe  sober  jadg- 
meot  of  patriots  and  statesmeo. 

I  will  not  now  stop  to  examine  the  policy  of  ex* 
tending  onr  settlements  into  the  wilaerness,  with 
the  astonishinjr  lapidity  which  has  marked  their 
progress,  leaving  withm  our  ancient  borders  an 
extensive  eoontrjr,  ansubdned  by  the  hand  of 
man.  Thu  inquiry,  althooffh  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  sabject,  woald  too  maeh  extend 
the  range  of  discussion  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.    I,  howeyen  cannot  forbear  reminding 

Sntlemen  that  but  few  years  have  elapsed  since 
e  opinion  was  often  expressed,  and  earnestly 
inculcated  by  our  wisest  and  best  men,  that  no 
locations  ought  to  be  made  beyond  the  Mississip- 
pi, until  the  original  States  and  their  Territories 
should  acquire  a  population  of  considerable  com- 
pactness and  strength;  and  that  our  military 
posts  should  not  be  pushed  forward  faster  than 
was  necessary  to  protect  the  frontier  settlements. 
A  policy  embracing  more  enlarged  ideas,  and 
more  magnificent  projects,  appears  to  hare  suc- 
ceeded. We  now  talk  of  forts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Yellow  Stone,  and  military  establishments 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  hundred  miles  in  the  In- 
dian country,  as  objects  of  reasonable  and  easy 
achieTement.  An  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia has  this  morning  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  inhabiunts  of  that  State,  praying  of  Con- 
gress permission  to  settle  on  Columbia  river,  be- 
tween the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific 
ocean,  probably  intending  to  introduce  slavery 
into  the  remotest  verj^e  of  Republican  territory. 
I  pass  over  these  subjects,  however  momentous, 
and  well  deserving  the  attention  of  Congress,  ana 
come  directly  to  the  points  in  issue. 
/  First.  Has  Congress  power  to  require  of  Mis- 
souri a  Constitutional  prohibition  against  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery,  as  a  condition  of 
her  admission  into  the  Union  7 

Second.  If  the  power  exist,  is  it  wise  to  exer- 
cise it) 
^  Congress  has  no  power  unless  it  be  expressly 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  or  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  some  power  clearly  delegated.  What, 
then,  are  the  grants  made  to  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  Territories?  The  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  declares,  that  "  the  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dis|>ose  of  and  make  all  needful 
roles  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory, 
or  other  property,  belonging  to  the  United  Stateik'' 
It  would  be  difficult  to  devise  a  more  compre- 
hensive grant  of  power.  The  whole  subject  is 
pot  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  as  well  the  right 
of  judging  what  regulations  are  proper  to  be 
made,  as  the  power  of  making  them,  is  clearly 
granted.  Until  admitted  into  the  Union,  this 
political  society  is  a  territory ;  all  the  preliminary 
steps  relating  to  its  admission  are  territorial  reg- 
ulations. Hence,  in  aU  such  cases.  Congress  hais 
exercised  the  power  of  determining  by  whom  the 
constitution  should  be  made,  how  its  framers 
should  be  elected,  when  and  where  they  should 
meet,  and  what  propositions  should  be  submitted 
to  their  decision.    After  its  formation,  the  Con- 


gress examine  its  proviaioBs,  mi^  if  apfnnti, 
admit  the  State  into  the  Uniooy  ia  ponaantt  i 
a  power  delected  by  the  saae  aeetion  of  ^ 
Constitution,  in  the  foUowinc  words:  ^Nev 
States  nnT  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  iato^ 
Union."  This  grant  of  power  is  eridently  aiio- 
native;  its  exercise  is  ccKDmitted  to  the  ssoed 
discretion  of  Congress ;  so  injostiee  b  dose  W 
declining  it.  But  if  Congress  has  jbe  power  a^ 
altogether  refusing  to  admit  new  Sutes,  mock 
more  has  it  the  power  of  prescribing  soeh  coi- 
ditions  of  admission  as  may  be  jadged  reasonable. 
The  exercise  of  this  power,  until  now,  hu  octet 
been  questioned.  The  act  of  1808,  naifer  which 
Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  pRsertbed  the 
condition  that  its  constitution  should  aoi  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  lixtk 
article  of  that  ordinance  declare^  ^  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involantnry  serviinde  is 
the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  psaish- 
ment  of  crimes  whereof  the  pnrty  shall  hsft  beea 
duly  convicted."  The  same  condition  vu  tn* 
posed  by  Congress  on  the  people  of  Indiaaatsi 
Illinois.  These  States  have  mU  complied  «ii> 
it.  and  fmmed  constitutions  exelading  slsroy. 
Missouri  lies  in  the  same  latitude.  Its  soil,  pfo- 
doctions,  and  climate  are  the  snnae^and  thesuK 
principles  of  government  shoald  be  applied  to  it. 
But  it  is  said  that,  by  the  treaty  of  18(0,  wiA 
the  French  Republic,  Congress  is  restrained  fraa 
imposing  this  condition.     The  third  aitidtis 

?)uoted  as  containing  the  prohibition.   It » is iW 
ollowing  words:  **The  tnhabitante  of  the  tsid 
territory  shall  be  incorporated  in   the  Unics  of 
the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soonas  po»i- 
ble,  according  to  the  principlesof  the  Federal Cw- 
stitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  mil  the  righiSi  a^ 
vantages  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  and,  in  the  moan  time,  they  shall  he 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyraat 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  vhid 
they  profess."     The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory,  when  transferred  from  ithe  ptotecMa 
of  the  French  Republie,  in  regard  to  the  Usiied 
States,  woold  have  stood  in  the  relation  of  alifBs. 
The  object  of  the  article  doubtless  was  to  pro* 
vide  for  their  admission  to  the  rights  of  citizess, 
and  their  incorporation  into  the  American  fsBuif. 
The  treaty  made  no  provision  for  the  erectioa  of 
new  States  in  the  ceded  territory.     That  wis  a 
Question  of  national   policy,  properly  raserred 
for  the  decision  of  those  to  whom  the  Oustita- 
tion  had  committed  the  power.     The  fiamers  of 
the  treaty  well  knew  that  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate could  not  bind  Congress  to  admit  new  Sutes 
into  the  Union.    The  unconatittttioaal  doctrine 
had  not  then  been  broached,  that  the  Presideat 
and  Senate  could  not  only  purchase  a  West  h-  j 
dia  island  or  an  African  principality,  but  also  1 
impose  upon  Congress  an  obligation  to  makeii  ^ 
an  independent  Sute,  and  admit  it  into  the  Usi- 
00.  If  the  President  snd  Senate  can,  by  treaty^ 
change  the  Constitution  of  the  Untied  Stsm 
and  rob  Congress  of  a  power  clearly  delegand, 
the  doctrine  may  be  true,  but  otherwise,  it  is 
false.    The  treaty,  therefore,  has  no  operatiea  oa 
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the  questioD  in  debate.  Its  requirements,  how- 
ever, have  been  faithfally  falfilled.  Iq  1804,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  extended  to  that 
territory.  The  protection  afforded  by  the  Federal 
Const iint ion  was  guarantied  to  its  inhabitants. 
They  were  thus  "  incorporated  in  the  Union," 
and  secured  in  the  enjojrment  of  their  rights. 
The  treaty  stipulation  being  thus  executed,  "  as 
soon  as  possible,''  it  remained  a  question  for  the 
fatare  determination  of  Congress,  whether  the 
Government  should  remain  territorial  or  become 
that  of  an  independent  State.  In  1811,  this  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the 
territory  which  then  embraced  nearly  all  the 
population,  and  to  acquire  which,  alone,  the  trea- 
1?  had  been  made.  A  law  was  passed  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  its  admission  into  the  Union.  Did  Con- 
gress then  doubt  its  power  to  annex  conditions 
to  such  admission  ?  No,  sir,  far  from  it.  The 
government  of  Orleans  had  always  been  admin- 
istered according  to  the  principles  of  the  civil  law. 
The  common  law,  so  highly  valued  in  other  parts 
of  our  country,  was  not  reeop;nised  there.  Trial 
by  jury  was  unknown  to  the  inhabitants.  Instead 
of  a  privilege,  they  considered  its  introduction 
an  odious  daparture  from  their  ancient  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  Left  to  themselves,  they  never 
would  have  introduced  it.  Congres^  however, 
knowing  these  things,  made  it  a  condition  of  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  that  trial  by  jury  should 
be  secured  to  the  citizen  by  a  Constitational 
provision.        f 

Even  the  languaffe  of  the  Territory  was  re- 
quired to  be  chao|;ed,  as  a  condition  of  its  admis- 
sion* The  inhabitants  were  wholly  Freneh  and 
Spanish.  Theirs  were  the  only  languages  gene- 
rally spoken,  or  even  understood.  But  Congress 
required  from  them  a  Constitutional  provision, 
that  their  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings 
should  be  conducted  in  the  English  laoguatfe. 
They  were  not  left  at  liberty  to  determine  this 
point  for  themselves.  From  these  facts,  it  ap- 
pears that  Congress,  at  that  day,  acted  from  a 
conviction  that  it  possessed  the  power  of  pre- 
scribing the  conditions  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union.  •  ^ 

Qentlemen  have  said  the  amendment  is  in  vi- 
olation of  the  treatjr,  because  it  impairs  the  prop- 
erty of  a  master  in  his  slave.  Is  it  then  pretended, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  in  our  1)111 
of  rights,  "  that  all  men  are  created  equal,''  one 
individual  can  have  a  vested  aroperty  not  only 
in  the  flesh  and  blood  of  his  fciiow  man,  but  also 
in  generations  not  yet  called  into  existence  ?  Can 
it  be  believed  that  the  supreme  Legislature  has 
DO  power  10  provide  rules  and  regulations  for 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  future  ases  1  And 
this,  too,  when  the  Constitution  itselfnas  vested 
in  Congress  full  sovereignty,  by  authorizing  the 
enactment  of  whatever  law  it  may  deem  condu- 
cive to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  The  sover- 
eignty of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  States,  is 
limited  by  specific  grants— but,  in  regard  to  the 
Territories,  it  is  unlimited.    Missouri  was  pur* 


chased  with  our  money,  and,  tfntil  incorporated 
into  the  family  of  States,  it  may  be  sold  for 
money.  Can  it  then  be  maintained,  that,  although 
we  have  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  whole  Ter- 
ritory, we  have  no  right  to  provide  against  the 
further  increase  of  mvery  within  its  limits? 
That,  although  we  may  change  the  political  re- 
lations of  its  free  citizens  by  transferring  their 
country  to  a  foreign  Power,  we  cannot  provide 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  within  its 
limits,  nor  establish  those  civil  regulations  which 
naturally  flow  from  self-evident  truth  ?  No,  sir, 
it  cannot ;  the  practice  of  nations  and  the  com- 
mon sense  of  mankind  have  long  since  decided 
these  questions.  <^^ 

Having  proved,  as  I  apprehend,  our  right  to 
legislate  in  the  manner  proposed,  I  proceed  to 
illustrate  the  propriety  of  exercising  it.  And 
here  I  might  rest  satisfied  with  reminding  my 
opponents  of  their  own  declarations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.  How  often,  and  how  eloquently, 
have  they  deplored  its  existence  among  them  ? 
What  willingness,  nay,  what  solicitude  have  they 
not  manifested  to  be  relieved  from  this  burden  ? 
How  have  they  wept  over  the  unfortunate  pol- 
icy that  first  introduced  slaves  into  this  country ! 
How  have  they  disclaimed  the  guilt  and  shame 
of  that  original  sin,  and  thrown  it  back  upon  their 
itncestors!  I  have  with  pleasure  heard  these 
avowals  of  regret  and  confided  in  their  sincerity ; 
I  have  hoped  to  see  its  effects  in  the  advancement 
of  the  cause  of  humanity.  Qentlemen  have  now 
an  opportunity  of  putting  their  principles  into 
practice ;  if  they  have  tried  slaverv  and  found  it 
a  curse;  if  they  desire  to  dissiiMite  the  gloom  with 
which  it  covers  their  land ;  1  call  upon  them  to 
exclude  it  from  the  Territory  in  q^uestion ;  plant 
not  its  seeds  in  this  uncorrupt  soil ;  let  not  our 
children,  looking  back  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
day,  sav  of  them,  as  they  have  been  constrained 
to  speak  of  their  fathers,  *<  we  wish  their  decision 
had  been  different;  we  regret  the  existence  of 
this  unfortunate  population  amons  us ;  but  we 
found  them  here :  we  know  not  what  to  do  with 
them ;  it  is  our  misfortune,  we  must  bear  it  with 
patience." 

History  will  record  the  decision  of  this  day  as 
exerting  its  influence  for  centuries  to  come  over 
the  population  of  half  our  continent.  If  we  re- 
ject the  amendment  and  suffer  this  evil,  now 
easily  eradicated,  to  strike  its  roots  so  deep  in  the 
soil  that  it  can  never  be  removed,  shall  we  not 
furnish  some  apology  for  doubting  our  sincerity, 
when  we  deplore  ite  existence — shall  we  not  ex- 
pose ourselves  to  the  same  kin4  of  censure  which 
was  proBOUttced  br  the  Saviour  of  Mankind  upon 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  builded  the  tombs 
of  the  prophets  and  garnished  the  sepulchres  of 
the  rignteous^  and  said,  if  they  had  lived  in  the 
days  of  their  fathers,  tney  would  not  have  been 
partakers  with  them  in  the  blood  of  the  prophets, 
while  they  manifested  a  spirit  which  clearly 
proved  them  the  legitimate  descendants  of  those 
who  killed  the  prophets,  and  thus  filled  up  the 
measure  of  their  fathers'  iniquity  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ken- 
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tueky  (Mr.  Glat)  has  pr«8t«d  ioto  hb  ferriee 
tlie  eauM  of  kamaDity.  Ha  has  patketioally 
urged  us  to  witlidraw  our  amenament  aad 
luffier  this  nofortanate  population  to  be  dispersed 
orer  the  couotry.  He  says  thev  will  be  better 
fed;  clothed  and  sheltered,  and  taeir  whole  eon- 
dition  will  be  greatly  improTed.  Sir.  true  hu- 
oianity  disowns  his  invocation*  The  numanity 
to  which  he  appeals  is  base  cola ;  it  is  counterfeit, 
it  is  that  humanity  which  seeks  to  palliate  disease 
by  the  appUeation  <tf  nostrums,  wnich  scatter  its 
seeds  through  die  whole  system — ^which  saves  a 
finger  to*day,  but  amputates  the  arm  tonaorrow. 
8ir,  my  heart  responas  to  the  call  of  humanity ; 
I  will  zealously  unite  in  anv  practieabk  means 
of  bettering  the  condition  or  this  ojypressed  peo- 
ple, lam  ready  to  apjpropriate  a  territory  to  their 
use.  and  to  aid  them  in  settling  it — but  I  am  not 
wUiing,  I  never  will  consent  to  declare  the  whole 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  a  market  overt 
for  human  flesh.  In  vain  will  you  enact  severe 
laws  against  the  importttion  of  slaves,  if  jou 
create  lor  them  an  additional  demand,  by  opening 
the  western  world  to  their  employment.  While  a 
negro  man  is  bought  in  Africa  for  a  few  gewgaws 
or  a  bottle  of  whiskey,  and  sdd  at  New  Orleans 
for  twelve  or  fifceen  hundred  dollars,  avarice  wiU 
atimulale  to  the  violation  of  your  Laws.  Not- 
withstanding the  penalties  and  confiseatioas  de- 
nounced in  your  statutes  and  actually  enforced 
on  all  deteeted  oienders,  the  slave  trade  contin- 
ues—a vigilant  executLon  of  the  laws  may  dimin- 
ish it,  but,  while  you  increase  the  demand  and 
offer  so  great  temptation  to  the  cupidity  of  un- 
principled men,  they  will  encounter  every  peril 
u  the  prosecution  of  this  unhallowed  tafile.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  intimaied  his 
willingness,  in  addition  to  the  existing  penaUies 
upon  tnnsgreseion,  to  discourage  this  inhuman 
commerce  by  declaring  the  imported  clave  to  be 
free.  This  provision,  if  eetahliahed,  would  in 
theory  provide  some  remedy  for  the  evil,  but  in 
practice  it  would  be  ibuad  altogether  inopemtive. 
A  slave  is  smuffgled  into  the  country  and  by  law 
becomes  free ;  bit  the  fact  of  importation  must 
be  established  by  witnesses  in  a  court  of  justice. 
Innoo-slaveholding  States,  all  menaee  presumed 
free,  until  the  contrary  be  proved ;  but,  whera 
slavery  is  establiahed,  siU  blacic  men  an  presumed 
slaves,  until  they  are  proved  free.  This  pre- 
sumption alone  would  generally  present  to  the 
slave  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  successful 
prosecution  or  his  etaim— he  moreover  would  be 
poor,  unfriended,  ignomnt  of  our  language,  and 
under  the  watchful  eye  of  those  whMc  interest 
it  would  be  to  nllow  no  communication  of  his 
wrongs  where  redress  could  be  obuined.  The 
right  of  freedom  might  exist,  but  he  would  find 
it  impracticable  to  enforce  it,  and  he  probably 
would  have  occasion  to  feel  that  every  effort  to 
break  his  chains  only  increase  their  weight  and 
render  his  condition  the  more  intolerable. 

To  the  objection  that  this  amendment  will,  if 
adopted,  diminish  the  valae  of  a  species  of  prop- 
erty in  one  portion  of  the  Union,  and  thereby 
operate  unequally,  I  reply,  that  if,  by  depriving 


slaveholders  of  the  Missouri  market,  the 

of  raising  slaves  should  become  lev  pra&ubW.  l 

would  be  an  effect  incidentnllT  ptoraced,  bu  ^ 


not  the  object  of  the  measure.  The  law  pnk^ 
itiag  the  importation  of  foreigm  slaves  wss  w 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  enhancia«  the  vakr  sf 
those  then  in  the  countrjr,  but  thai  effieet  \m 
been  incidentally  produced  iu  a  vcffT  great  degm. 
So  now  the  exclusion  of  slavery  uolm  Miskhk: 
may  operate,  in  some  measure^  to  retard  a  fnnhe 
advance  of  prices;  but,  surely,  when  gentksMi 
consider  the  present  demand  for  their  abor,  aai 
the  extent  of  country  in  Loaisians,  MnsisKippL 
and  Alabama,  requinng  a  supply,  they  oofhinot 
to  oppose^  their  exclusion  froaa  ihatcrriiarf  in 
question.  /  It  is  further  objected,  thattibssaiaul- 
ment  is  Calcnlnted  to  disfi^chiae  o«  bntiuea 
of  the  South,  hj  disconmcia^  their  emigiatier 
to  thecountrv  west  of  the  MiamasipiiL  If  it  ewe 
pr^osed  to  discriminate  between  citizens  oftk 
different  sections  of  our  Union,  and  allow  i  Pesn- 
sylvanisn  to  hold  slaves  tkere  while  the  ysvei 
was  denied  to  a  Virginian,  the  oi^eetion  oii^: 
very  properly  be  made ;  but,  when  we  pbec  tL 
on  an  equal  lootieg^  denying  to  ail  what  we  desr 
to  one.  1  am  unable  to  diseover  t^  ii^iustict  or 
inequality  of  which  honorable  g^tlemm  Ian 
thought  proper  to  complain.  The  descr^tiQaof 
emigrants  may  be  affected,  in  aome  measaie  hf 
the  amendment  in  question.  If  ninvery  shik  be 
tolerated,  the  country  will  be  settled  by  ntk 
planters,  with  their  slaves ;  if  it  shall  be  r^|c^ei 
the  emigraats  will  chiefly  consist  of  the  vme 
and  more  laborious  classes  of  s^ety.  Ii  ii  be 
true  that  the  proeperity  and  hapless  of  acssB- 
try  ought  to  constitute  the  gnmd  object  •(  it 
lefisktors,  I  cannot  hesitate  lor  u  naomcat  whtek 
species  of  population  deserves  moat  to  becnce•^ 
aged  by  the  laws  we  any  pass.  Gkmtlenoi  it 
their  seal  to  oppose  the  amiendnaent,  appesi  u 
have  considered  but  one  side  of  the  case.  If  (b 
rejection  of  slavery  will  tend  to  diaeounge  eni- 

S ration  from  the  oouth,  will  not  its  adnimn 
ave  the  same  effect  in  relation  to  the  Nortkifid 
East.  Whence  caaie  the  peonle  who,  witk  i 
rapidity  never  before  witnessed  have  changed  tbt 
wilderness  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  isifi 
fruitful  fields ;  who  have  created  there,  in  a  period 
almost  too  short  for  the  credibilitT  of  fiitoiei^ 
three  of  the  freest  and  most  flonrtthing  Sme  in 
our  Union  ?  ^^^J  came  from  the  easieni  tere ; 
froin  that  source  of  population  which,  ia  ths  nme 
time,  has  added  more  than  one  hunwd  thousand 
tahabilants  to  my  native  Slate,  a^  funiuhed 
seamen  for  a  large  portion  of  the  navig^uoa  of 
the  world ;  seamen  who  have  unfurled  yom  has- 
ner  in  every  port  to  which  the  enterprise  of  nu 
has  gaiaed  admittance,  and  who,  though  psK 
themselves,  have  dmwn  rich  treasures  for  tie 
natioa  from  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  ]>o  yoa  be> 
lieve  that  these  people  will  setUe  ia  a  coosu^ 
where  the^  must  take  rank  with  ne^ro  sUfcs 
Having  neither  theabilitv  nor  wUl  to  holdsh*e 
themselves,  they  labor  cneerfuUy  while  labor  J^ 
honorable;  make  it  disgraceful,  they  willdeiF^ 
it.    You  cannot  degrade  it  more  effeetually  tbSB 


177 


HtStORt  OP  OON^KBSd. 


un 


i*EBBUlRt,  1819. 


iXOIflUvlOlf  fff  JnTMUHl  !• 


H.  or  R. 


)y  esiaUishmjf  t  system  whereby  it  shall  be  per* 
brmed  principally  by  slares.  The  business  in 
rhich  they  are  generally  en^^aged,  be  it  what  it 
aay,  soon  beeomet  debased  m  public  estimation, 
t  is  considered  low,  and  unfit  for  freemen.  I 
SDDOt  better  illustrate  this  truth  than  by  refer* 
ing  to  a  remark  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
[entucky  (Mr.  Clat.)  I  hare  of^en  admired 
be  liberality  of  his  sentiments.  He  is  ffoyemed 
J  DO  Tolgarprejadices;  yet  with  what  almorrence 
id  he  speak  of  the  performance,  by  your  wives 
nd  daughters,  of  those  domestic  offices  which 
e  was  pleased  to  call  serrile !  What  compar- 
{on  did  he  make  between  the  *^  Mack  slares^  of 
Lentucky  and  the  "  white  slares"  of  the  North ; 
nd  how  instantly  did  he  strike  a  balance  in  faror 
f  the  condition  of  the  former  1  If  such  opinions 
od  expressions,  even  in  the  ardor  of  debate^  can 
ill  from  that  honorable  gentleman,  what  ideas 
0  you  suppose  are  entertained  of  laboring  men 
y  the  majority  of  slareholders  ?  A  gentleman 
rom  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  replies,  they  are 
reated  with  confidence  and  esteem,  and  their 
ights  are  respected.  Sir,  I  did  not  imagine  thev 
rere  put  out  of  the  protection  of  law.  Their 
ersoDS  and  property  are  doubtless  secure  from 
iolence,  or,  if  injured,  the  courts  of  justice  are 
pen  for  their  redress.  But,  in  a  country  like 
lis,  where  the  people  are  rflTSFeign,  and  erery 
itizen  is  entitled  to  equal  rights,  the  mere  ex- 
mption  from  flagrant  wrong  is  no  great  priyilege. 
Q  this  country,  no  class  of  freemen  should  be 
xcluded,  either  by  law,  or  by  the  ostracism  of 
ublic  opinion,  more  powerful  than  law,  from 
ompeting  for  offices  and  political  distinctions, 
lir,  a  humane  master  will  respect  the  rights  of 
is  slave,  and.  if  worthy,  will  honor  him  with 
oufidence  ana  esteem.    And  this  same  measure, 

apprehendj  is  dealt  out,  in  slaveholding  States, 
}  the  laboring  class  of  their  white  population, 
lat  whom  of  that  class  have  they  ever  called  to 
11  stations  of  any  consideriMa  resijonsibilitv  ? 
^hen  have  we  seen  a  Representative  on  this 
oor,  from  that  section  of  odr  Union,  who  was 
ot  a  slaveholder?  Who  but  slaveholders  are 
lected  to  their  State  Leffislatures  7  Who  but 
ley  are  appointed  to  fill  tneir  executive  and  iu- 
icial  offices  ?  I  appeal  to  gentlemen,  whether 
tie  selection  of  a  laboring  man,  however  well 
dacated,  would  not  be  considered  ^n  extraordi- 
ary  event?  For  this  I  do  not  reproach  my 
retbren  of  the  South.  They  doubtless  choose 
iiose  to  represent  them  in  whom  they  most  con- 
de ;  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  intimate  that  their 
onfidence  is  ever  misplaced.  But  my  objection 
\  to  the  introduction  of  a  system  which  cannot 
ut  produce  the  effect  of  rendering  labor  dis- 
raceful. 

An  argument  has  been  urged  by  a  gentleman 
rom  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  against  the  pro- 
losed  amendment,  connected  with  our  revenues, 
le  said,  that  by  prohibiting  the  further  introdoc- 
ion  of  slaves  into  the  pressed  State,  we  should 
educe  the  price  and  climinish  the  sales  of  our 
lublic  lands.  In  my  opinion,  the  effect  would 
e  precisely  the  reverse.    True,  it  is,  that  lands 


for  cultivation  have  sold  higher  in  Alabama  than 
in  Dlinois,  but  this  is  owing  not  to  the  rejection 
of  slavery  in  the  one  and  its  admission  into  the 
other,  but  to  the  different  staples  they  are  capable 
of  producing.  The  advanced  price  of  cotton  has 
created  in  market  a  demand  for  lands  suited  to 
its  cultivation,  and  enhanced  their  value  far  be- 
yond any  former  precedent.  But,  to  test  the 
truth  of  the  position,  we  must  ascertain  the  rela- 
tive value  of  land  in  adjoining  States,  the  one 
allowing  and  the  other  rejecting  slavery,  where 
the  climate,  soil,  productions,  and  advantages  of 
market  are  similar.  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland 
furnish  fair  specimens  of  comparison  in  all  these 
respects.  But  here  the  result  is  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  conjecture  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. Land  on  the  Pennsylvania  side  of  the 
Rue,  where  the  power  of  holding  slaves  does  not 
exist,  uniformly  sells  at  a  higher  price  than  lands 
of  eqaal  quality  on  the  Maryland  side^  where  the 
power  is  in  full  exercise.  It  therefore  is  probable 
that  the  further  introduction  of  slavery  into  Mis- 
souri, for  from  increasing,  would  actually  di- 
minish the  value  of  our  public  lands.  But.  snould 
the  fact  be  otherwise,  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  con* 
sider  whether  it  become  the  high  character  of  an 
American  GongHn^i||ter  tne  present  happi- 
ness and  fnture««^^^^kiborn  millions  for  a 
pelff^M^Vw 


few  pieces  of  pelf?10BHVw  cents  on  an  acre  of 
land.  For  myself,  I  wou^  no  sooner 
nate  the  national  Treasury  with  such  ili-l 
g[dd,  than  I  would  tarnish  the  fame  of  ^u  na- 
tional ships  by  directing  their  employmeoiPi  the 
African  slave  trade.  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
influence  of  the  subject  in  controversy  upon  the 
original  price  of  land,  it  must  be  evident  to  all 
men  of  observation  that  its  ultimate  and  perma- 
nent effects  are  very  prejudicial  to  agricultural 
improvement.  Farms  in  Maryland,  notwith- 
staadinff  the  mildness  of  its  climate  compared 
with  NewTork,  I  am  informed,  may  be  pur- 
chyi^d  at  five  or  sixdoUars  an  acre,  while  lands, 
by  nature  noC^la|fll|kj|a  nor  more  advanta- 
geously situatra^^^^^Bmentioned  State,  sell 
at  a  rate  tAMI^Hp^H^Had  not  slavery  oeen 
introduced  into  IR^Ifilia,  her  numerous  and  ex- 
tensive old  fields,  which  now  appear  to  be  worse 
than  useless,  would  long  since  have  supported  a 
dens^^pulation  of  industrious  freemen,  and  con- 
tributed Iftirgely  to  the  strength  and  resoiircies  of 
the  State.  Who  has  travelled  along  the  line 
which  divides  that  State  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
has  not  observed  that  no  monuments  are  neces- 
sary to  mark  the  boundary ;  that  it  is  easily 
traced  by  following  the  dividing  lines  between 
farms  hiehly  cultivated  and  plantations  laying 
open  to  the  common  and  overrun  with  weeds ; 
between  stone  bams  and  stone  bridges  on  one 
side,  and  stalk  cribs  and  no  bridges  on  the  other; 
between  a  neat,  blooming,  animated,  rosy-cheeked 
peasantry  on  the  one  side,  and  a  squalid,  slow- 
motioned,  black  population  on  the  other  7  Our 
vote  this  day  will  determine  which  of  these  de- 
scriptions will  hereafter  best  suit  the  inhabitants 
of  tne  new  world  beyond  the  Mississippi.  I  en- 
I  treat  gentlemen  to  pause  and  solemnly  consider 
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how  deeply  are  in  vol  Ted  the  descinies  of  fatnre 

fenerations  in  the  decision  now  to  be  made.  If 
agreed  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  that  this  amendment  does 
not  present  an  insurmountable  barrier  against  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery;  that  Missouri, 
after  becoming  a  State,  may  call  a  convention 
and  change  this  feature  of  her  constitutipn — 
even  then  I  should  consider  the  amendment 
scarcely  less  important  than  if  it  were  a  funda- 
mental and  unalterable  compact.  On  this  sub- 
ject we  have  experience,  and  the  result  has  justi- 
fied the  best  hopes  of  our  country ;  while  under 
the  government  of  Congress,  slavery  was  ex- 
cluded from  the  Territories,  now  the  States,  north 
of  the  Ohio.  Our  power  over  their  municipal 
reffulations  has  since  been  withdrawn ;  they  have 
taien  the  government  into  their  own  hands.  But 
who  has  not  seen  the  moral  effect  produced  on 
the  inhabitants  by  the  ordinance  of  1787  ?  It  is 
as  permanent  as  the  soil  over  which  it  was  es- 
tablished. The  exclusion  of  slavery  from  all 
these  States  is  now  more  effectually  insured  by 
poblle  sentiment  than  by  their  Constitutional 
prohibitions.  Require  the  government  of  Mis- 
souri to  commence  right,  and  the  same  moral 
effect  will  then  be  prod^£d^T9o  convention  of 
the  people  will  ever  nfl^^fflf^future  introduc- 
lion  of  slaves.  Let^||HPS[itical  institutions 
^^^blished  in  wisdom^md  I  shall  confidently 
fl^Bin  the  good  so^  of  the  people  to  direct 
(Rm  thereafter.  But,  be  the  event  a^  it  may,  I 
at  l|Mp  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflectmff 
thatni  the  misfortune  of  slavery  shall  be  entailed 
upon  this  country,  everything  in  my  power  will 
have  been  done  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  my  intention  to  say 
something  of  the  moral  and  political  interests  in- 
volved in  this  ouestion.  iBut,  having  already 
occupied  more  of  your  time  than  was  my  purpose 
when  I  rose  to  address  you,  and  being  admonisned, 
by  the  multiplicity  of  important  bills  which, 
during  the  few  reniauuM|^u^pk^f  the  seflion, 
demand  our  attenti^^^^HB  15  discuss  or  even 
touch  upon  those  p^^^^^pM^^  It  more- 
over is  the  less  neceSi^^toiUse  those  views 
have  often  been  presented  to  the  public,  and  have 
doubtless  been  seriously  considered  by  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Committee,  ^he  facts  and  arguments 
to  which  I  have  drawn  your  attention,  more  par- 
ticularly relate  to  our  condition  as  a  Federal  Ke- 
poblic.  and  our  duties  to  Missouri,  arising  from 
the  relation  in  which  she  stands  to  the  Union. 
While  regretting  that  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power  to  do  more  ample  justice  to  this  important 
subject,  owing  in  part  to  the  unexpected  manner 
in  which  it  was  taken  up,  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  expressing  an  earnest  hope  that  our 
present  decision  may  be  such  as  will  promote  the 
permanent  union,  stability,  and  security  of  our 
^country. 

Mr.  FuLLSB,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that,  in 
the  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  he 
considered  that  Congress  had  a  discretionary 
power.  By  the  4th  article  and  3d  section  of  the 
Constitution,  Congress  are  authorized  to  admit 


them;  but  nothing  in  that  section, or  in  uypn 
of  the  Constitution,  enjoins  the  admissiofl  isi|. 
perative,  under  any  cireumstanees.  IfitfeR 
otherwise,  he  would  request  gentlemen  topois; 
out  wluit  were  the  eircumstaaco  or  conditiffi! 
precedent,  which  being  found  to  exist,  Coogres 
must  admit  the  new  State.  All  diseretioa  voiy 
in  such  case  be  taken  from  Congresi,Mr.P.stii 
and  deliberation  would  be  usclen.  The  im- 
able  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  8aid,iitai  Coatee 
has  no  right  to  prescribe  any  coDdition  vJuierp 
to  the  newly  organized  States,  bat  nuBttdoi; 
them  by  a  simple  act,  leaving  thdr  sorereifiK; 
unrestricted.  FHere  the  SraAKSiaplaiK^ie 
did  not  intend  to  be  understood  in  nVmdi 
sense  as  Mr.  F.  stated.]  With  the  expliuoon 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  Mr.  F.  aid,  I  si 
think  his  ground  as  untenable  as  Mote.  We 
eeruinly  have  a  right,  and  our  dorr  to  tkeiiiia 
requires,  that  we  should  exatnioe  the  nctnisiite 
of  things  in  the  proposed  State;  and^aboKi/l, 
the  Constitution  ex|>ressly  makes  n  repQlilia& 
form  of  government  in  the  several  States  ik*- 
damental  principle,  to  be  preserved  nnder  ik 
sacred  guarantee  of  the  Natiossl  LegisUtiDt 
[Art.  4,  sec.  4.]  It  clearly,  therefore,  is  t^ ^ 
of  Congress,  before  admitting  a  Bewtisuiifi» 
the  Union,  to  ascertain  that  ber  eonstitotiofiff 
form  of  governmeiia  is  republican.  Nov,s!U|| 
amendment  proposed  by  the  geBiieou  ca 
New  York,  Mr.  TALLMADaa,  merely  reqaiww^ 
slavery  shall  be  prohibited  inMiasoorL  Doeiui 
imply  anything  more  than  that  its  eoosdiBsa 
shall  be  repuUican  ?  The  existence  of  m 
in  any  State  is  so  far  a  departoie  from  itm^ 
principles.  The  Declaration  of  lodepeDdei* 
penned  by  the  illustrious  sutesman  theaiHit 
this  time  a  citizen  of  a  State  wfaicb  m^ 
slavery,  defines  the  principle  on  which  m^ 
tional  and  State  Constitutions  are  sJl  profess'! 
founded.  The  second  paragrspbof  tbatifisun- 
ment  begins  thus^,"  We  hold  these  iraiiJJ  w  K 
«  self-evident— that  aU  men  are  created  eqaiH 

*  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator ««« 
<  ceruin  inalienable  rights-that  amoag  t!iae 

*  are  Ufe,  liberty,  and  tbe  pursuit  of  hafpio» 
Since,  then,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  slaresu^ 
men,  it  follows  that  they  are  in  a  parelj  nm_ 
can  government  born  free,  and  aie m^' 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  F  [• 

was  here  intferrupted  by  ^^^^f^zVit- 
thought  it  improper  to  question  in  debitt^ 
publican  character  .of  the  slaTcholdu*  J*^^ 
which  had  also  a  tendency,  as  one  geoueov 
(Mr.  Colston,  of  Virginia,)  saidj  lo  mF' 
those  States  of  the  right  to  hold  da»»*^^S 
erty,  and  he  adverted  to  the  probabihty  tw  "*. 
might  be  slaves  in  the  gallery  l»tewD«;^ 
debate.]     Mr.  F.  assured  the  «e»^,^°*i^ 
nothing  was. further  from  his  ^^^X  'n^^^ 
question  on  that  floor  the  right  w/''?,  r^ 
other  States,  which  held  slaves  wheo  we 'J 
stitution  was  established,  to  cootinae  ». 
them.    With  that  subject  the  N-tional  ^ 
ture  could  not  interfere,  and  ought  not  lO'VA 
it.    But,  Mr.  P.  continued,  if  tS^^^^  ^ 
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atient,  ihej  will  aee  that  mj  lemarks  will  net* 
ler  derogmte  from  the  ConititotioDal  rijg^hts  of 
le  States,  nor  from  a  doe  respect  to  their  seTe- 
il  forms  of  goyerameat.  Sir,  It  is  my  wish  to 
Hay,  not  to  excite  local  animosities ;  iMit  I  shall 
erer  refrain  from  adTancin;  snch  argomeots  in 
ebate  as  my  duty  requires,  nor  do  1  Mlieve  that 
lie  reading  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
r  a  discussion  of  republican  principles  on  any 
ccasion,  can  endanger  the  rights,  or  merit  the 
isapprobation  of  any  portion  of  the  Union. 
My  reason,  Mr*  Chairman,  for  recurring  to  the 
>eelaration  of  oor  Independence,  was  to  dmw 
rom  an  anchority  admitted  in  ail  parts  of  the 
Jnion  a  definition  of  the  basis  of  republican  gor- 
rnment.  If,  then,  all  men  hare  e^uai  rights,  it 
an  no  more  comport  with  the  principles  of  a 
iree  Grovernment  to  exclude  men  of  a  certain 
(olor  from  the  enjoyment  of  ^Miberty  and  the 
mrsoit  of  happiness,"  than  to  exclude  those  who 
laTe  not  attained  a  certain  portion  of  iraalth,  or 
i  certain  stature  of  body ;  or  to  found  the  exclu- 
lion  on  any  other  capricious  or  accidental  cir* 
mmstance.  Suppose  Missouri,  before  her  ad* 
nission  as  a  State,  were  to  submit  to  us  her  con- 
ititution,  by  which  no  person  could  elect,  or  be 
deeted  to  any  <^ce,  unless  he  possessed  a  clear 
innual  income  of  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and 
suppose  we  had  ascertained  ^at  only  fire,  or  a 
rery  small  number  of  persons  nad  sncn  an  estate; 
would  this  be  anything  more  or  less  than  a  real 
&ristocra'7y,  under  a  form  nominally  republican  7 
Blectioa  and  representation,  which  some  contend 
are  the  only  essential  principles  of  republics, 
would  exist  only  in  name— a  shadow  without 
substance,  a  body  without  a  soul.  But  if  ail  the 
other  inhabitants  were  to  be  made  slaves,  and 
mere  property  of  the  favored  few,  the  outrage  on 
principle  would  be  still  more  palpable*  Yet.  sir, 
It  is  demonstrable  that  the  exclusion  of  the  black 
population  from  all  political  freedom,  and  making 
them  the  property  of  the  whites,  is  an  equally 
palpable  invasion  of  right  and  anandonment  of 

grinciple.  If  we  do  this  in  the  admission  of  new 
•tates,  we  violate  the  Constitution,  and  we  have 
not  now  the  excuse  which  existed  when  our  Na- 
tional Constitution  was  established.  Then,  to 
effect  a  concert  of  interests,  it  was  proper  to  UMike 
concessions.  The  States  where  slavery  existed 
not  only  claimed  the  right  to  continue  it,  but  it 
was  manifest  that  a  general  emaaeipation  of 
slaves  could  not  be  asked  of  them.  Their  politi- 
cal existence  would  have  been  In  jeopardy;  both 
masters  and  slaves  must  have  been  involved  in 
the  most  fatal  consequences. 

To  guard  against  such  intolerable  evils,  it  is 
provided  in  the  Constitution  ''that  the  migra- 
tion or  importation  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the 
existing  Sutes  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
be  prohibited  till  18Q8.''  Art.  1,  sec.  9.  And  it 
is  provided  elsewhere,  that  persons  held  to  ser- 
vice by  the  laws  of  any  Slate,  shall  be  given  up 
bjr  other  States  to  which  they  may  have  escaped, 
ic.    Art  4  sec.  8. 

These  provisions  effectually  recognised  the 
light  in  the  Stales,  whiehi  at  the  time  of  fraai- 


iag  the  Constitution,  held  the  blacks  in  slaveij, 
to  continue  so  to  hold  them,  until  they  should 
think  proper  to  meliorate  their  condition.  The 
Constitution  is  a  compact  among  all  the  States 
then  existing,  by  which  certain  principles  of  gov« 
ernment  are  established  for  the  whole  and  for 
each  individual  State.  The  predominant  prin- 
ciple, in  both  respects,  i%  that  all  men  are  free^ 
and  have  an  equal  right  to  liberty,  and  all  other 
privileges ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  predominant 
principle  is  republicanism,  in  its  largest  sense. 
But,  then,  the  same  compact  contains  certain  ex- 
ceptions. The  States  tken  holding  slaves  are 
permitted,  from  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  and  for 
the  sake  of  union,  to  exclude  the  republican  pria* 
ciple  so  far,  and  only  so  far,  as  to  retain  their 
slaves  in  servitude,  and  also  their  progeny,  as 
had  been  the  usage,  until  they  should  think  it 
proper  or  safe  to  conform  to  the  pure  principle- 
by  abolishing  slavery.  The  compact  contains  on 
its  face  the  general  principle  and  the  exceptions. 
But  the  attempt  to  extend  slavery  to  the  new 
States  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  clause  which 
guaranties  a  republican  form  of  government  to 
all  the  Slates.  This  clause,  indeed,  must  be  eon- 
Btrued  in  connexion  with  the  exceptions  before 
mentioned;  but  it  cannot,  without  violence,  be 
applied  to  any  other  States  than  those  in  which 
slavery  was  allowed  at  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  honorable  Speaker  cites  the  first  clause  in 
the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article :  "The 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral States,"  which  he  thinks  would  be  violated 
bv  the  condition  proposed  in  the  Constitution  of 
Missouri.  To  keep  slaves — to  make  one  portion 
of  the  population  toe  property  of  another,  hardljf 
deserves  to  be  called  a  privilege,  since  what  u 

fained  by  the  masters  most  be  Tost  by  the  slaves, 
lut,  independentlv  of  this  consideration,  I  think 
the  observations  already  offered  to  the  Commit- 
tee, showing  that  holding  the  black  popolatioa  in 
servitude  is  an  excej)(ipii^  t^o  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  ConstitutionV/lod  cannot  be  allowed 
to  extend  beyond  the  fair  import  of  the  terms  by 
which  that  exception  is  provided,  are  a  soiBcient 
answer  to  the  objection*  The  f^entleman  pro- 
ceeds in  the  same  train  of  reasoning,  and  asks,  if 
Congress  can  require  one  condition,  how  many 
more  can  be  required,  and  where  these  conditions 
will  end  7  With  regard  to  a  republican  constitu- 
tion. Congress  are  obliged  to  require  that  condi- 
tion, and  that  is  enough  for  the  present  question ; 
but  1  contend,  further,  that  Congress  has  a  right, 
at  their  discretion,  to  require  any  other  reasonable 
condition.  Several  others  were  required  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi.  The  State  of 
Louisiana,  which  was  a  part  of  the  territory 
ceded  to  os  at  the  same  time  with  Missouri,  was 
required  to  provide  in  bet  constitution  for  trials 
by  jury,  the  writ  of  habc»ss  corpus,  the  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  with  several  others 
peculiar  to  that  Bute.  These  certainly  are,  none 
of  themi  more  indispensable  ingredients  in  a  re- 
pobUean  form  of  government,  than  the  equality 
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of  pr<iril«ce»  of  all  the  popalflitoD ;  yet  these 
bttTe  DoC  been  denied  to  be  reasoMble,  aad  war* 
ranted  by  the  national  Constitution  in  the  admie- 
sion  of  new  States.  Nor  need  gentlemen  appre*> 
bend  that  Congress  will  set  no  leasonable  limits 
to  the  conditions  of  admission.  In  the  exereise 
of  their  Constitvtional  discretion  on  this  snbjeet, 
thef  are,  as  in  all  other  caees,  responsible  to  the 
people.  Their  power  to  lery  direct  taxes  is  not 
limited  by  the  Constitution.  They  may  lay  a 
tax  of  one  million  of  dollars,  or  of  a  hundred 
millions,  without  riolating  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  but  if  the  latter  enormous  and  unrea- 
sonable sum  were  leried,  or  even  the  former, 
without  ertdent  necessit?,  the  people  have  the 
power  in  their  own  hands-— a  speea]^  corrective 
n  f)»und  in  the  return  of  the  eleetions.  This 
remedy  is  so  certain,  that  the  representatives  of 
the  people  can  never  lose  sight  of  it ;  and  conoe- 
^uently  an  abuse  of  their  powers,  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  can  never  be  apprehended.  The 
Mtte  reasoning  applies  to  the  exercise  of  all  the 
powers  intrusted  to  Couffress,  and  the  admiesion 
of  new  States  into  the  Union  is  in  no  respect  an 
exception. 

One  gentleman,  however,  has  contended  agniaBt 
the  amendment,  bemuse  it  abridges  the  rights  of 
the  slavebolding  States  to  transport  their  slaves 
to  the  new  States  for  sale  or  otherwiee.  This 
argument  is  attempted  to  be  enforced  in  various 
ways,  and  particularly  by  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution last  cited.  It  admits,  however,  of  a  very 
clear  answer,  hj  recurring  to  the  ninth  section  <Mf 
article  first,  which  provides,  that  ^  the  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
So^es  then  existing  thall  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  Congress  till  1808.''  This  dearly 
implies  that  the  mg^roHon  and  importation  may 
be  prohibited  afier  that  year.  The  importation 
has  been  prohibited,  but  the  migration  has  not 
hitherto  been  restrained ;  Congress,  however,  may 
restrain  it  when  it  may  be  judged  expedient.  It 
is,  indeed,  contended  by  some  gentlemen,  that  mi- 
gration is  either  synonymous  with  importation, 
or  that  it  means  something  different  from  the 
transportation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  ano- 
ther. It  certainly  is  not  synonymous  with  im- 
vottaiwrii  and  would  not  have  been  used  if  it  had 
been  so.  It  cannot  mean  exporiaiion,  which  is 
also  a  definite  and  precise  term.  It  cannot  mean 
the  reception  oifret  blacks  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  is  alleged  by  some,  because  no  possible 
reason  existed  Tor  regulating  their  admission  by 
the  Constitution  $  no  free  blacks  ever  came  from 
Africa,  or  any  other  country,  to  this ;  and,  to  Intro- 
duce the  provision  by  the  side  of  that  for  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  would  have  been  absurd  in 
the  highest  degree.  What  altematire  remains 
but  to  applv  the  term  '<  migration"  to  the  trans- 
portation or  slaves  from  those  States  where  the v 
are  admitted  to  be  held,  to  other  States  ?  Such  a 
provision  might  have  in  view  a  very  natural  ob- 
ject. The  price  of  slaves  might  be  affected  so 
far  by  a  sudden  prohibition  to  transport  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  that  it  was  as  reasonable  to 
guard  against  that  inconvenience,  as  against  the 


sodden  interdietion  of  tbe  impoitatiaB.  Hitksi 
it  has  not  been  found  necessary  for  CoBsnsc 
prohibit  migration  or  tranqwrtatioi  froa  Bta 
to  Stale.  But  now  it  becoBes  tht  rig&t  u 
duty  of  Congress  to  guard  agaiatt  tiM  im 
extensioa  of  the  intolerable  eril  lod  th«  tm 
enormity  of  slavery. 

The  expediency  of  this  mcasoreb  nryim 
rent.  Tiie  opening  of  an  exteasire  threinmi 
will  tempt  the  cupiditv  of  those  wk  otherfin 
perhapa  miffht  gradmlly  emaaeipttettersiim 
We  have  heard  mneh,  Mr.  CMunia  oT  u 
Colonization  Society;  an  iosticmioi vk& u 
the  favorite  of  the  hnaaane  gesikaea  in  \k 
slavebolding  States.  Thev  ufeisigbenli' 
menting  the  miaeries  of  slaverf,  udemcttly 
seeking  for  a  remedy  eompaiibic  wiifa  their  cm 
safety  and  the  happineBs  of  their  tUm.  Ails 
the  great  desideratom  is  fooad-t  cdoof  s 
Africa  for  the  emancipated  Uaeb.  Howti 
the  generous  imentioBs  of  these  honiBe  pass 
be  frustrated,  if  the  price  of  stares  is  to  be  ten- 
bled  by  a  new  mnd  boundless  mtrbtl  \\sd 
of  emancipation  of  the  slaves^  it  isnoebsk 
feared  that  imprineipled  wretdiei  will  be  Im 
kidnapping  those  who  ate  ahtadf  fre&u^ 
transporting  and  selling  the  h^les  rietiias&K 
bopelesa  bandage.  Sir,  I  reallf  hope  tlut  C» 
grcas  will  not  coatribme  to  diKOQatenixeu^ 
render  sbortive  the  generous  and  DUhatiiisR 
views  of  this  most  worthy  and  hRHtaUesociif^ 
Rather  let  us  hope  that  the  time  ii  noi  wf 
remote  when  the  chores  of  Afiiet,  viiickfin 
so  long  been  a  scene  of  barbarou  rtpici(y » 
savage  cruelty,  shall  exhibit  a  laee  ^  free  u^ 
enlightened  people,  the  ofspxing  indeed  (|f  cufr 
bala  or  of  siaves,  but  disptayia;  the  riitos^ 
eiviiixaiion  and  the  energies  of  ndepeadesiw 
men.  America  may  then  hope  to  lee  the  ^ 
opment  of  a  germ,  now  scarcely  riable,  eiien» 
ed  and  matured  under  the  genial  wtn&iii<>i^ 
coaatry's  protection,  till  the  fmitihillil^'' 
the  regeneration  and  happiness  of  a  boos^ 
eontiaeot.  . 

One  argument  atill  remains  to  be  noticei  i 
is  said,  that  we  are  bound  by  tbe  tieitf  ^^ 
sion  with  France  to  admit  the  oedad  m^ 
into  the  Union,  ''aa  soon  as  possible.''  ^^^ 
viona  that  the  President  and  Scute,  ^^' 
making  power,  caanot  make  a  ^^^^^^ 
any  foieiga  nation  in  derogation  ^^^. 
tutional  powen  and  duties  of  tfais  H0OM, »! 
makmg  it  imperative  on  as  to  adoiittte  d^J^ 
ritory  aecordiag  to  the  literal  teoerof  tbe  pbtW' 
but  the  additional  words  ia  the  trettT,'f  ^ 
ing  te  the  pidaciples  of  the  ConstitatioD/  ^ 
beyond  all  doubt  that  no  snch  eonpoborf  »ui^ 
sion  was  intended,  and  that  tbe  icpoblieu J^ 
ciples  of  our  Coastitatton  are  to  goren  ^^ 
aifaaiasiott  of  this,  as  well  as  all  tbe  new  SbR" 
in  the  national  family.  .,  <.,i« 

Mr.  P.  P.  BAEBOua,  of  Viigiais,  mi  «^ 
he  was  decidedly  oppned  to  tbe  a»ead^ 
which  had  been  offeredThe  asked  tbaioiifl^ 
of  the  Houae  wiiilat  he  made  some  i^^ 
addition  to  those  which  had  fiUia  fio»  '^ 
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S])eaker.  for  the  purpose  of  showing  tbo  impro- 
priety ot  its  adoption. 

^The  effect  ot  the  proposed  amendment  is  to 
prohibit  the  farther  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the  new  State  of  Missoarij  and  to  emancipate,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  the  children  of  all 
ihose  slaves  who  are  nov{  within  its  limits.  The 
Irst  objection,  said  he,  which  meets  us  at  the 
rery  threshold  of  the  discussion,  is  this,  that  '^e 
^ave  no  Constitutional  right  to  enact  the  pro- 
posed provision.  Our  power,  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  is  derived  from  the  first  clause  of  the 
bird  section  of  the  fourth«article  of  the  Consti- 
ation.  which  is  in  these  words  :  ^  New  States 
nay  be  admitted,  by  the  Congress,  into  this 
[Jnion."  Now,  sir,  although,  by  the  next  suc- 
:eeding  clause  of  the  same  section,  ^  Congress 
las  the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 
ilations  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
iScates;"  and  although,  therefore,  whilst  the  pro- 
ved State  continued  ft  part  of  our  territory, 
ipon  the  footing  of  a  Territorial  government,  it 
vould  have  been'  competent  for  us^  under  the 
tower  expressly  given,  to  make  needful  rules  and 
egulations— fo  have  established  the  principle 
low  proposed;,  yet,  the  question  assumes  a  to- 
ally  different  aspeet  when  that« principle  is  in- 
ended  to  a^ply  to  a  State.  This  term  State  has 
.  fixed  and'determinatemea^iing;  in  Itself,  it  im* 
orts  the  existence  of  a  poltticai  community,  free 
ind  independent,  and  entitled  to  exercise  all  the 
ights  of  sovereignty,  of  every  description  what- 
ver.  As  if  stands  in  the  Constitution,  it  is  to  be 
lefined  with  some  limitation  upon  that  principle 
•f  construction  Which  has  reference  to  the  sub- 
ect-matter.  The  extent  of  the/-limitation,  ac- 
ording  to  this  rule,  is  obviously  this,  that  it  shall 
ojoy  all  those  rights  of  sovereignty  which  be- 
ong  to  the  original  States  which  composed  the 
i*ederal  family,  and  into  an  union  with  which  it 
s  to  be  admitted.  Now,  sir,  although  the  origi- 
lal  States  are  shorn  of  many  of  their  beams  of 
overeignty— such,  for  examj^e,  as  that  of  de- 
lariog  war,  of  regulating  commerce,  &c.;  yet 
ve  know  that,  even  by  an  express  amendment 
0  the  Constitution,  all  powers  not  expressly  del- 
gated  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  \ 
ind  of  course  the  power  in  question,  of  deciding 
whether  slavery  shall  or  shall  not  exist.  Gen- 
lemen  had  said  that  slavery  was  prohibited  in 
aany  of  the  original  States.  Does  not  the  House, 
aid  Mr.  B.,  at  uie  first  glance,  perceive  the  an- 
wer  to  this  remark  ?  It  is  an  argument  from 
act  to  princtple,  and  in  this  its  utter  fallacy  con- 
ists.  It  is  true  tbit  slavery  does  not  exist  in 
oany  of  the  original  States ;  but  why  does  it 
ioti  Because  they  themselves,  in  the  exercise 
)f  their  legislative  power,  have  willed  that  it 
ball  be  so.  But,  though  it  does  not  now  exist, 
t  is  competent  for  themj  by  a  law  of  their  own 
inactment,  to  authorize  it — to  call  it  into  exist- 
ence whenever  they  shall  think  fit.  Sir,  how 
lifferent  would  be  the  situation  of  Missouri,  if 
be  proposed  amendment  be  adopted.  We  un- 
lertake  to  say  that  slavery  never  shall  be  intro« 
loced  into  that  State.  The  State  of  Missouri, 
15th  Gov.  2d  Ssaa. — 38 


then,  would  obviously  labor  under  this  disadvan- 
tage in  relation  to  the  other  States:  that, though 
for  the  time  being  the  fact  might  be  the  same  in 
it  as  in  them — that  is  to  say,  slavery  might,  be 
alike  prohibited,  and  not  at  all  exist,  yet,  as  the 
prohibition  of  it  in  other  States  was  repealable 
at  their  own  will,  it  might  be  altered  whensoever 
they  chose;  whereas,  if  this  prohibition  were 
enacted  by  Congress,  and  were  required  as  a 
$ine  qua  non  to  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
that  State  could  not  repeal  it,  unless,  indeed, 
another  opinion  was  correct^  which  had  been 
advanced,  that,  though  we  did  require  this  pro- 
vision in  their  constitution,  as  indispensable  to 
their  admission,  yet  they  might  forthwith  change 
their  constitution,  and  get  rid  of  the  difficulty. 
If  that  be  the  case,  sir,  as  has  been  justly  re- 
marked, we  were  doing  worse  than  nothing  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject.  But,  sir,  this  provision  "^ 
would  be  in  violation  of  another  principle  of  the 
Constitution,  to  be  found  in  the  first  clause  cfi 
the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article ;  by  which 
it  is  declared  that  '*  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  Now,  he  would 
ask,  whether  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
who  (if  thif  amendment  prevail)  cannot  hold  a 
slave,  could,  in  the  language  of  the  section  whcih 
he  had  just  quoted,  be  said  to  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  with  a  citizen  of  Virginia  who  now 
may  hold  a  slave,  or  even  with  a  citizen  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who,  though  he  cannot  now  hold  one, 
yet  may  be  permitted  by  the  Legislature  of  his  ^ 
own  State?  Sir,  it  would  be  a  solecism  in  lan- 
guage, a  contradiction  in  terms.  This  part  of 
the  Constitution,  then,  also  forbids  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  under  discussion. 

But*  said  he,  if  we  pursue  this  reasoning  still 
further,  and  follow  it  up  to  all  the  consec^uences 
to  which  it  will  lead,  we  shall  be  more  lorcibly 
struck  with  its  impropriety.    If  we  have  a  right 
to  go  one  step  in  relation  to  a  new  State,  beyond 
the  footing  upon  which  the  original  States  stand ; 
if  we  have  a  right  to  shear  them  of  one  beam 
more  of  sovereignty,  we  have  the  same  right  to 
Uke  from  them  any  other  attribute  of  sovereign 
power.    Thusy  sir,  we  should  equally  possess  the 
power  to  require  as  an  indispensable  condition  of 
their  admission,  that  the  departments  of  their 
Government  should  be  organized  in  a  particular 
way;  for  example,  that  their  Chief  executive 
Magistrate  should  or  should  not  have  either  a 
complete  or  a  qualified  veto  upon  the  acts  of 
their  Legislatuf^t  that  their  Legislature  should 
consist  either  of  one  or  two  chambers,  as  in  our 
discretion  we  thought  right.    Would  gentlemen    ^ 
advocate  this  doctrine  ?    If  they  did  not,  they 
must  abandon  this  amendment.    Again,  if  we 
had  the   power  to  say  that  their  constitution 
should  provide  that  there  should  not  be  slavery, 
we  had  the  same  power  over  the  converse  of  the 
proposition,  and  to  require  them  to  provide  that 
there  should  be  slavery ;  he  believed  this  latter 
principle  would  not  be  contended  for. 

Gentlemen  had,  on  this  occasion,  as  many 
others,  quoted  preced{nts  of  former  Congresses 
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upon  this  Bobjeet.  He  woold  eoter  hia  most  to- 
lemn  protest  now,  and  at  all  times,  against  the 
force  of  legislative  vreeedent.  Bat  let  us  exam* 
ine  them.  It  is  sain  that  the  like  prohibition  has 
*  been  enacted  as  it  respects  Ohio  and  the  other 
States  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio.  In  the  first 
place,  the  House  would  recollect  that  an  ordi- 
nance was  passed  by  the  old  Congress,  at  a  pe- 
riod anterior  to  the  present  Constitution,  ordain* 
inff  that  as  a  fundamental  article  in  relation  to 
all  the  northwest  territory,  and  therefore  the 
precedent,  if  it  woold  otherwise  hare  any  weight. 
«  tailed  in  its  application.  But,  he  said,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  express  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  ordinance  which  he  had  jnk  mentioned 
was  utterly  void,  and,  consequentlyTH^at  those 
States  might  introduee  slarery  amoagst  them,  if 
they  so  willed,  because  the  territory  which  com- 
*^  poses  them  originally  belonged  to  Virginia.  She 
had  conquered  it  by  her  arms ;  she  ceded  it  to 
the  United  States  upon  the  express  condition 
that  it  should  be  formed  into  States,  as  free,  sor- 
eretgn,  and  independent  aa  the  other  States.  The 
prohibition  of  slarery  waa  ordained  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  after  the  cession  had  been 
made,  which  would  unquestionably  render  those 
States  leaa  sovereign  than  the  oriffinal  Statea  of 
the  Federal  Union.  But  it  has  been  said  that 
we  imposed  conditions  on  ihe  admiaaien  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  What  were 
those  conditions  ?  That  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty should  be  established,  aud  the  trial  by  jury 
0^  secured.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  remind  the 
House,  that  these  several  provisions  attached  aleo 
to  ihe  original  States,  by  the  most  explicit  dec- 
laration to  that  effect,  in  the  first,  fifth,  and  sev- 
enth amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea.  These  requisitions,  then,  were  in 
Eerfect  consistency  with  his  principle.  All  that 
e  contended  for  was,  that  we  could  impose  no 
condition  upon  the  new  States,  which  the  Con- 
stitution had  not  imposed  upon  the  old  ones ;  as 
those  which  were  imposed  upon  Louisiana  were 
clearly  of  that  description,  they  were  within  our 
power}  but,  as  the  prohibition  of  slavery  was  not 
of  that  description,  he  thought  it  waa  as  clearly 
beyond  our  power4  iTbe  gentleman  from  Maa- 
aachusetta  had  said  that  it  waa  competent  to  the 
State  Legislatures  to  declare  that  the  progeny  of 
all  slaves  should  be  free  when  they  atuined  a 
given  age ;  and  hence  he  inferred  that  Congress 
might  do  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  proposed 
State.  Sir,  atid  Mr.  B.,  there  ia  no  aort  of  anal- 
ogy between  the  cases;  the  State  Legislatures 
oan  do  it,  because  to  them  appertains  the  whole 
business  of  mooicipal  legislation,  and  this  regu- 
lation would  be  embraced  within  it  \  and  Con- 
grM  could  do  the  same,  in  relation  to  iu  Terri- 
torial governments,  because  over  them  we  possess 
the  whole  power  of  municipal  legislation ;  not 
80  in  the  present  case ;  for  the  queation  now  be- 
fore us,  is  not  what  regulation  we  shall  prescribe 
for  a  territory  which  is  to  continue  as  such,  but 
upon  what  forms  and  conditions  we  will  admit 
a  State  into  the  Union.  Oar  busioess  i^  then,  to 
create  a   political  comm^fBity  of.  a  particular 


character,  aa  prescribed  by  the  CoastiuuioB;^ 
itself  it  will  belong  to  regulate  its  isterior  ea 
cerns,  and,  amongst  others,  to  decide  whetk: 
will  or  will  not  admit  involuntary  lerritBde. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  endeavored  to  show  tbtt 
had  no  power  to  require  the  condiltos  eaba^e: 
in  this  amendment;  he  would  bow  beg  Inn b 
present  to  the  House  aome  other  rievs  oftk 
subject,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  tkit.  i  \ 
were  within  our  power,  we  were  forbiiliieB  fre 
exercising  U,  by  every  considentioo  d'iiBaiii 
ty,  of  Justice,  and  ao'und  policy.  Upoi(li«ii^ 
ject  of  humanity,  he  had  acarcdriBft&u; to d( 
to  what  had  been  aaid  by  tbe8p«tf;k6a(i 
ahowtt^  in  the  moat  satisfactory  auin,ibitk( 
condition  of  the  alavea  would  be  gmtlfiapniti! 
by  their  bein^  apread  over  a  greater  nrftctui 
by  being  carried  to  a  eountry  whose  fertility  wi- 
such  as  to  furnish  food  and  everything  dccobit 
for  their  maintenance,  in  a  mnehmoreabo^B: 
and,  consequently,  cheaper  dqgpe,  tlii&mUk 
produced  in  the  Atlantic  Stamk 

But,  as  it  reapected  the  juatiee  of  tke  kmr 
he  would  beg  leave  to  aubmit  soaie  rmifb^ 
the  House.  Throughout  all  the  SocthenSiue 
it  waa  well  known  a  very  laige  porti4h«ftk 
|K>pulatioo  eonaisted  of  alaves,  whft^t  ike  aw 
time,  stood  towards  the  white  popaUmof  <!< 
aame  Statf a  in  the  relation  of  property  \  ilN^ 
they  were  held  aa  property,  yet  tbejr  were  onui' 
ered  and  treated  aa  the  noat  valoable,is  tke  as; 
favored  property ;  their  maatenfcaenberedtai 
they  were  men,  and  although  oeruualf  4^ 
in  the  acale  of  aoeiety,  by  reasoD  of  ibeir  is]^ 
tude,  we  felt  for  them  those  symptt^vkici 
bind  one  man  to  another,  though  tbtt  tf^ 
may  be  our  inferior.  We  were  attached  to  iks 
too,  by  our  prejudices,  by  our  edoctuoatHiii-^ 
its;  in  short,  such  were  thefeelingsoflheSMt^^ 
people  towards  their  slavea,  thatDothiogseiitei; 
but  the  necessity  of  the  master,  or  the  %vu^ 
the  slave,  would  induce  him  to  sell  his  siire.  I 
the  master  emigrated,  he  woold  carrf  hissttie 
with  him,  not  only  for  the  varioas  resioesw^ 
he  had  already  atated,  but  because,  goisf  tsio^ 
wilderoeas,  where  much  labor  was  ottesstiy'^' 
clear  the  country,  they  were,  on  that  ice<^^ 
peculiar^  necessary.  Under  these ciretiaiiiM^ 
a  prohibition  of  the  importation  oftiereswwi''' 
in  almost  every  instance,  be  untamoasiK"!^^ 
hibition  of  the  emigration  of  the  Sofltft^  if 
pie  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  He  vkid  wkeihe! 
It  could  be  just  to  adopt  sueb  a  regnUuoaj 
would  open  an  iilimiuble  tract  of  the  Bio«tW 

tile  land  to  the  Northern  part  of  the  Ub«w 
States,  and,  in  effect,  entirely  shut  oot  the  wivft 
Southern  people  ?  If  it  were  correct  in  ««»* 
to  Missouri,  it  would  be  eqaallr  ^^^\ 
whole  tract  of  country  lying  west  of  the  i&}sss 
sippi.  He  hoped,  from  this  view  of  the  ^^^ 
the  House  would  be  struck  with  \\%  ^of0^ 
injustice. 

But  he  came  now  to  the  qaestioo  of  p^/  j 
and  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  shof»»|^ 
ia  this  reapect,  the  amendment  woold  ^  ^ 
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decided  reprobation  as  ia  any  other  aspcoc  in 
which  he  bad  presented  it. 

Let  it  be  remembered  tbat  we^  are  not  now 
called  upon  to  daeide,  whether  slaTerjr  shall  be 
inCrodaeed  into  this  coaatry ;  it  existed  at  the 
formation  of  the  Goastitution,  and  was  recog- 
aised  by  that  iostmnient,  in  reference  both  to 
representation  and  taxation.  Nor,  sir,  are  we 
csJled  npoQ  to  decide  whetlier  there  shall  be  an 
iacrease  of  the  aanber  of  oar  slares  by  importa- 
tion from  abroad.  The  Constitution  authorized 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  them 
.after  the  year  1806,  and  Congress,  aceordinffly, 
bare  actaally  pasMKl  a  law  to  that  effect.  ^Buk 
the  real  question  is,  what  •disposition  shall  wev 
make  of  those  slares  who  are  already  in  the' 
eoQDtry?  Shall  they  be  perpetually  confined 
on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  shall  we  spread 
them  oTier  a  much  larger  surface  by  permitting 
them  to  be  carried  beyond  that  ri  rer  ?  The  con- 
sequences which  would  flow  from  the  different 
srstems  would  furnish  a  satidaatory  answer  to 
these  inquiries.  The  slares,  in  the  Southern 
States,  bear  a  very  considerable  proportion  to  the 
whole  popuhition.  Ife  beliered  that  by  the  last 
census,  they  were|  in  Virginia,  as  about  three 
hundred  ano  ninety  thousand  to  about  fire  hun- 
dred thousand.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  aiith- 
meticall7  correct,  hut  he  was  suiBeienily  so«  for 
the  cooclusioa  wnieh  he  meant  to  draw.  Now, 
sir,  in  relation  to  the  physical  force  of  the  country, 
if  erer  the  time  shall  come  when  we  shall  be 
engaged  in  war,  and  they  should  be  excited  to 
insurrection,  it  is  obrious  that  there  must  be  aa 
immense  sobduction  from  the  efficiency  of  the 
siarebolding  section  of  our  country  \  its  actual 
efficiency  would  consist  only,  or  nearly  so,  in  the 
excess  of  the  white  beyond  the  black  nopulation; 
by  spreading  them  orer  a  mote  exteoued  surface, 
you  secure  these  adraaiages ;  figt,  by  diminish- 
log  the  proportion  which  the  slares  bear  in  point 
of  aoQibers  to  the  whites,  you  diminish  their 
motives  to  insurrection.  Secfndlyt  ^at  if  tbat 
event  erer  should  occur,  it  woulu  obrioosly  be 
much  naore  eaaily  and  ceslainly  suppfcssed,  be- 
cause, upon  the  suppoeitiott  which  he  had  made^ 
they  would  hare  a  much  smaller  relatire  pr^ 
portion  of  physical  force.  He  thanked  Qod,  he 
felt  IK>  alarm  u^n  that  subject  at  preseat ;  and 
that  he  slept  quietly  in  his  bed,  notwithstanding 
the  appreheaaion  which  soma  gentlemea  seemed 
to  entertain.  But,  in  sulking  the  remarks  which 
he  did,  he  looked  along  the  line  of  time,  and 
wished  that  our  measures  should  be  adapted  to 
the  future  circumstances  of  our  country)  pkgaio, 
he  would  askif  it  can  be  good  policy  to  perpetuate 
fixed  bouadaries,  either  natural  or  artificial,  be- 
tween the  siarebolding  and  non-siareholding 
States  ?  He  had  thought  that  the  great  object 
of  our  Federal  compact  was  union.  The  sorest 
possible  mode  of  securing  our  political  union, 
next. to  promoting  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral war&re,  is  to  gire,  as  far  as  possible^  every 
facility  to  the  intefconrse  between  the  different 
sections  of  this  extensive  Republic ;  that,  by  the 
attrition  whieh  will  be  the  result  of  that  inter- 


tfonrse,  the  asperities  of  our  mutual  prejudices 
aad  jealousies  may  be  rubbed  off;  that  the  face 
of  our  society  may  present  the  smooth  surface 
of  harmony  and  good  will  \  and,  in  short,  that 
we  may  be  knit  together  bv  a  sympathy  of  feel- 
ings, by  a  eommoDity  oi  habits  and  manners 
which  ought  to  bind  us  together  as  brothers  of 
the  same  great  political  family.  Already  is  the 
aorthern  part  of  our  country,  toother  with  that 
aorthwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  dirided  from  us  by 
those  distinguishing  names  of  siarebolding  and 
non-slaveholding.  Let  us  not  make  the  Missis- 
sippi another  great  natural  boundary,  for  the 
purpose  of  perpetuating  the  same  distinctions, 
and  dividing  oar  country  into  castes.  Gentlemen 
mistake  when  they  suppose  that,  if  slaves  be  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  to  fiftissouri,  the  Northern 
people  will  not  emigrate  to  that  State  $  look  at 
the  fact  in  the  Southern  States;  the  Northern 
hive  is  continually  pouring  forth  its  swarms  of 
emigrants,  and  many  of  them,  especially  of  the 
mercantile  class,  alight  and  settle  amongst  us; 
they  soon  become  familiar  with  our  habits  and 
modes  of  life,  prosper  in  an  eminent  degree,  &r 
beyond  our  own  people,  and,  indeed,  he  hesi- 
tated not  to  say,  were  entirely  satisfied  and  hap- 
py, although  thev  were  in  a  flaveholding  State. 
Geatlemen  equally  mistake,  when  they  suppose 
that  their  countrymen  of  the  North,  who  are 
obliged  to  labor,  would  be  degraded  to  a  level 
with  the  slaves.  Sir,  our  experience  proves  the 
contrary;  we,  too,  have  some  of  our  citizens 
who  are  unable  to  purchase  slaves,  and  who, 
therefore,  till  the  ground  with  their  own  hands. 
But,  sir,  notwithstanding  this,  they  have  all  that 
erectness  of  character  which  belongs  to  them  as 
freemen,  conscious  of  their  political  and  civil 
rights;  and  he  who  should  dare  to  treat  them 
with  disrespect,  because  fortune  had  not  poured 
as  much  wealth  into  their  laps  as  into  his,  would 
draw  down  upon  him  the  execration  of  all  good 
men. 

Another  effect  of  this  amendment  would  be, 
in  an  essential  degree  to  affect  the  value  of  the 
countless  millions  of  public  lands  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  He  said  he  had  already  endeavored 
to  show,  tlTat  it  would  obstruct  the  emigration 
from  the  Southern  States.  Precisely  in  propor- 
tion as  it  produced  this  effect,  it  would,  of  course, 
Ussen  thenomber  of  purchasers,  and  diminish  the 
competition.  Now,  if  the  quantity  of  land  in 
the  market  be  the  same»  aad  the  number  of  pur- 
chasers be  diminished,  the  consequence  must  cer- 
tainly be,  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  below  what  would  otherwise  be  their  nat- 
ural level ;  and  to  place  this  in  a  more  striking 
point  of  view,  he  would  further  remark,  that  the 
JcNPt  which  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States 
would  sustain  by  the  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  would  be  Tprojii  to  that  portion 
of  the  people  who  should  emigrate  there,  and 
who,  by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, if  it  should  prevail,  would  have  monopoly 
in  the  purchase.  A  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  objected,  that,  if  slaves  were  permitt^ 
to  be  carried  into  this  country,  there  would  be  pt 
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much  pretter  incmw,  than  if  tbey  were  retained 
ID  the  States  in  which  they  now  are.  Does  the 
ffentleman,  said  Mr.  B.,  perceire  to  what  point 
this  objection  will  carry  him  ?  The  only  reason 
why  they  will  mohiply  more  on  the  western  than 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi  is,  that  food 
is  more  abundant.  Sorely  it  cannot  be  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous adTOcates  of  humanity  towards  this  unhappy 
class  of  people,  to  prevent  their  increase,  even  oy 
shutting  them  out  from  food.  If  this  cannot  be 
the  gentleman's  intention,  and  he  was  sure  it 
could  not^  then  he  must  aoandon  his  objection. 
Mr.  B.  said  there  was  one  other  objection  which 
he  would  urge  aeainst  the  proposed  amendment— 
either  it  would  be  an  act  of  supererogation  or  of 
downright  injustice,  to  the  people  of  Missouri ;  if 
they  were  themsdr'es  opposed  to  slavery,  then  it 
would  be  an  act  of  supererogation,  because  they 
would  prohibit  it  by  their  own  legislation ;  if  they 
were  disposed  to  establish  slavery,  then  it  would 
be  an  act  of  injustice,  because  we  should  be  legis- 
liting  directly  against  the  wishes  of  a  people 
who  were  competent  to  legislate  for  themselves ; 
and  who  must  better  understand  their  own  hap- 
piness and  welfare,  than  we  can  possibly  do. 
Upon  the  whole,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  believe  that  we 
have  no  power  to  enact  the  proposed  amend* 
ment ;  ana  that,  if  we  had,  it  would  be  highly 
impolitic  and  unjust.  I  am,  therefore,  decidedly 
opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  LivBRjfORB  spoke  as  follows;  Mr.  Chair* 
man,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
The  object  of  it  is  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
slavery  over  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  France.  It  accords  with  the  dictates' 
of  reason,  and  the  best  feelinjp  of  the  human 
heart ;  and  is  not  calculated  to  interrupt  anj  legi- 
timate riffht  arising  either  from  the  ConsUtntion 
or  any  other  compact.  I  propose  to  show  what 
slavery  is,  and  to  mention  a  few  of  the  many 
evils  which  follow  in  its  trsin ;  and  I  hope  to 
evince  that  we  are  not  bound  to  tolerate  the  ex- 
istence of  so  disgraceful  a  state  of  things  beyond 
its  present  extent,  and  that  it  would  be  impolitic, 
and  very  unjust,  to  let  it  spread  over  the  whole 
face  of  our  Western  territory.  Slavery  in  the 
United  States  is  the  condition  of  man  subjected 
to  the  will  of  a  master,  who  can  make  any  dispo- 
sition of  him  short  of  uking  away  bis  life.  In 
thoee  Sutes  where  it  is  tolerated,  laws  are  enact- 
ed, making  it  penal  to  instruct  slaves  in  the  art 
of  reading,  and  they  are  not  permitted  to  attend 
public  worship,  or  to  hear  the  Glospel  preached. 
Thus  the  light  of  science  and  of  religion  is  utterly 
excluded  from  the  mind,  that  the  body  may  be 
BBore  easily  bowed  down  to  servitude.  The  bo- 
dies of  slaves  may,  with  impunity,  be  prosti- 
tuted to  any  purpose,  and  deformed  in  any  man- 
ner by  their  owners.  The  sympathies  of  nature 
in  slaves  are  disregarded :  mothers  and  children 
are  cold  and  separated;  the  children  wring  their 
little  hands  and  expire  in  agonies  of  grie^  while 
the  bereft  mothers  commit  suicide  in  despair. 
How  long  will  the  desire  of  wealth  render  us 
blind  to  the  sin  of  holding  both  the  bodies  and 


souls  of  our  fellow  men  in  chains  I  But,  sir,  I 
am  admonished  of  the  Conatitution,  and  cold  that 
we  cannot  emancipate  slaves.  I  know  we  maf 
not  infringe  that  instrument,  and  therefore  do  not 

Eropose  to  emancipate  slaves.  The  propositioa 
efore  us  goes  only  to  prevent  our  citizens  from 
making  slaves  of  such  as  have  a  right  to  freedom. 
In  the  present  slaveholdmg  States  let  aiavery 
continue,  for  our  boasted  Constitution  eoanivcs 
at  it ;  but  do  not,  for  the  sake  of  cotton  and  to- 
bacco, let  it  be  told  to  fbture  ages  thai^  while  pie- 
tendinj^  to  love  liberty,  we  have  pnrehased  an 
extensive  country  to  disgrace  it  with  the  foalest 
reproach  of  nations.  Our  Constitatien  reqiures 
no  such  thing  of  usi  The  ends  for  which  that 
supreme  law  was  made  ara  succinctly  stated  in 
its  prefhce.  They  are,  first,  to  form  a  more  per- 
fect union,  and   iasnra  domestic   tranquilwr. 

WlUslai         ^    -^  -     .-«        / 
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Ssrfect  union,  and  insure  domestic  ttanqnillity  t 
econdly,  to  establish  justice.  Is  justice  to  be 
established  by  subjecting  half  mankittd  to  the 
will  of  the  other  half?  Justiccu  air,  ia  blind  to 
colors,  and  weighs  in  equal  scales  the  rights  of 
all  men,  whether  white  or  black.    Thirdly,  to 

Erovide  for  the  common  defence,  and  secure  the 
lessings  of  liberty.  Does  slavery  add  anything 
to  the  common  defence?  Sir,  the  strength  of  a 
Republic  is  in  the  arm  of  freedom.  But,  above 
all  things,  do  the  bleuings  of  liberty  consist  ia 
slavery?  If  there  is  any  sincerity  in  oar  piofcs* 
sion,  that  slavery  is  an  ill,  tolerated  only  from 
necessity,  let  us  not,  while  we  feel  that  ill,  ihuB 
the  cure  which  consists  only  in  an  honeat  avowal 
that  liberty  and  equal  righu  are  the  end  and 
aim  of  all  our  iuscitutioas,  and  that  to  tolerate 
slavery  beyond  the  narrowest  Jimite  preaeribed 
for  it  by  the  ^Constitution,  i^  a  perveraioa  of 
them  alL 

Slavery^  sir,  I  repeat,  is  not  established  by  our 
Constitouon ;  but  a  part  of  the  Sutes  are  in- 
dulged ia  the  commissioB  of  a  sin  from  which 
they  could  not  at  once  be  restrained,  and  which 
they  would  not  consent  to  abandon.  But,  sir,  if 
we  could,  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  be  broiMfht 
to  believe  it  justifiable  to  hold  othen  to  in  volun- 
tary servitude,  policy  forbids  thai  we  shonld  in- 
craase  it.  fiven  the  present  slaveholdiag  States 
have  an  interest,  I  think,  in  limitiag  the  extent 
of  involuntary  servitude;  for,  should  alaves  be- 
come much  more  aumeiotts.  aad,  conscioos  of 
their  strength,  draw  the  sword  against  their  mas- 
ters, i|  ^ill  be  toaMe  free  States  that  the  masters 
niust  resort  ftffW  efficient  power  to  auppreas  ser- 
vile iosorrection.  But  we  have  made  a  treaty 
with  France,  which,  we  are  told  can  only  he  pre> 
served  hj  the  charma  of  slavery. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  until  the  ceded  territory  shall 
have  been  made  into  States,  and  the  new  Stales 
admitted  into  the  Union,  we  can  do  what  we  will 
with  It.  We  can  govern  it  as  a  province,  or  sell 
It  to  any  other  nation.  A  part  of  it  is  prohsbly 
at  this  time  sold  to  Spain,  and  the  iahabiiaats  of 
it  may  soon  not  only  enjoy  the  eomforta  oTiiavery, 
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mt  th«  blfltsingt  of  the  holy  iaqouitioB  Blooff 
with  them*  Too  qaettion  is  on  the  admiasion  « 
Missouri  as  a  State  into  the  Union.  Sorely  it 
rill  not  be  contended  that  we  are  bound  by  the 
reaty  to  admit  it.  The  treaty-makinc  power 
loes  not  extend  so  far.  Can  the  President  and 
Senate,  by  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  make  the 
vorince  of  Lower  Canada  a  State  of  tnis  Union? 
To  be  received  as  a  State  into  this  Union,  ia  a 
»riTilege  which  no  country  can  eiaim  as  a  ri^t. 
t  is  a  favor  to  be  gmnted  or  not,  as  the  United 
States  may  choose.  When  the  United  States 
hink  prosper  to  mnt  a  favor,  they  may  annex 
ost  and  reaaonahte  terms :  and  what  can  he  more 
easonable  than  for  these  States  to  insist  that  a 
lew  territory,  wishing  to  have  the  bendlts  of  free* 
lom  extended  to  i^  should  renounce  a  principle 
hat  militates  with  justice,  moralitv,  religion,  and 
very  essential  right  of  mankina?  Louisiaaa 
ras  admitted  into  the  Union  on  terms.  The 
onditioas,  I  admit,  were  not  verv  important; 
lot  still  they  recognise  the  principles  for  which 
contend* 

An  opportunity  is  now  presented,  if  not  to 
iminish,  at  least  to  prevent,  the  growth  of  a  sin 
rhich  site  heavy  on  the  soul  of  every  one  of  us. 
iy  embraetng  this  opportunity,  we  may  retrieve 
he  national  character,  and,  in  some  degree,  our 
Wd.  Bat  if  we  suffer  it  to  pass  unimproveo,  lee 
IS  at  least  be  consistent,  and  declare  that  our 
/onstitutton  was  made  to  impose  slavery,  and 
lot  to  establish  liberty.  Let  us  no  longer  tell 
die  tales  about  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery; 
way  with  colonization  societies,  if  their  design 
s  only  to  rid  us  of  Aree  blacks  and  turbulent 
laves ;  have  done  also  with  bible  societies,  whose 
lews  are  extended  to  Africa  and  the  East  In- 
lies,  while  they  overlook  the  deplorable  condition 
»f  their  sable  brethren  within  our  own  borders  j 
nake  no  more  laws  to  prohibit  the  importation 
\i  slaves,  for  the  world  must  see  that  the  object 
»f  sttoh  laws  is  akne  to  pravent  the  sluitiiig  of  a 
wodigious  aearkec  for  the  flesh  end  blood  oi  man. 
ehich  we  ate  aboot  to  establish  in  tbe  West,  and 
o  enhance  the  price  of  sturdy  wretches,  reared 
ike  black  cattle  and  horses  for  sale  on  our  own 
plantations. 

The  question  being  pujt  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
rALLMAOoB  to  amend  the  bill^  the  vote  was— . 
!br  the  amendment  79,  against  it  67. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proeeedecf  in  the  fuciher  con- 
uderation  and  maturing  the  pro?isioQs  of  the 
Dill,  which  occupied  the  House  until  the  usual 
tiour  of  ac^urnment. 


Tuesday,  February  16. 

Mr.  LivKBMOBE  presented  a  petition  of  the 
postmasters  in  the  cities  of  Boston,  Albany,  New 
Vork,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Washington, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  fortieth  section  of  the 
act  passed  on  the  30th  April,  1810.  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  or 
that  their  compensations  may  be  increased,  so  as 
to  be  adequate  to  the  servicer  required  of  them.— 


Reforred  to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

The  Spbaker  presented  a  petition  of  Oeorge 
Hadfield,  late  architect  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  pmying  com^nsation  for  a  plan 
of  the  public  offices  in  said  city,  which  he  made 
by  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  said  city, 
in  the  year  1797.-^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  be  discharged  from  the  further 
considemtion  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  said  committee  were  also  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Qen* 
era!  James  Wilkinson,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committeeof  Claims.  They  were  also  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  all  such  matters  and 
things  to  them  referred,  at  the  present  session, 
upon  which  they  have  not  acted. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kenzie  and 
Forsyth"  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Claims. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  ^kvk  act  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jour* 
dan,  brothers ;"  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
McCarty ;"  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael 
Hogan;"  and  '^An  act  confirming  the  claim  of 
Alexander  Macomb  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Ter* 
ritory  of  Michigan" — were  severally  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred— the  first  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  referred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  at 
the  last  session,  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hughes; 
the  second  and  third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 
and  tl^e  fourth  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Patrick  Calian,'-  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williaii0|  of 
North  Carolina,  to  proceed  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolufion  submitted  by  him  to 
reduce  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  rejected,  by  a  majority  of  about  forty  votes. 

ADMISSION  OF  MI880UBI. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  authorizing  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  con* 
stitotion  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  the  same  into  the  Union. 

The  whole  of  the  amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to,  with  the 
exception  of  that  which  prohibits  slavery  or  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  proposed  State. 

On  this  question  the  debate  which  commenced 
yesterday  was  renewed,  and  prosecuted  with 
considerable  spirit — Mr.  Soott.  Mr.  Colstob, 
Mr.  Tallmadob,  Mr.  Stoees,  Mr.  Taylob,  Mr. 
SiMPKiMS,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Spbnceb,  Mr.  HouiBB, 
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Mr.  Babboob,  Mr.  Gamhmll  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Bot* 
LBRof  Loaisiana,  Mr.  Tbbbt,  and  Mp.Bbbchbb, 
takiog  part  ia  it. 

Mr.  DooTT,  of  MiMouri,  said,  he  trasied  that 
his  eoodoci,  doring  the  whole  of  tho  tine  io, 
wbieh  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Hovse 
had  eoBVioeed  gentlemen  of  his  disBosition  not 
to  obtrtide  his  sentiments  on  any  other  sabjects 
than  those  in  which  the  interest  of  his  cooscitu- 
eats,  and  of  the  Territory  he  represented,  were 
immediately  concerned.  Bnt  when  a  question, 
sBch  as  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  gende- 
men  from  New  York,  (Messrs.  TALUiAnoB  and 
TatloiO  was  presented  for  coasideration,  in- 
▼oWiBg  Constitutional  principles  to  a  Tast  amoBBt, 
pregnant  with  the  future  fate  of  the  Territory, 
portending  destruction  to  the  liberties  of  that 
people,  directly  bearing  on  their  rights  of  propert^r, 
their  State  rights,  their  all,  he  should  consider  it 
as  B  dereliction  of  his  duty,  as  a  retreating  from 
his  post,  nay,  double  criminality,  did  he  not  raise 
hit  Toiee  against  their  adoption. '  AAer  the  many 
able  and  Innunous  Tiews  that  had  been  taken  of 
this  subject,  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
other  honorable  genllemenj  he  had  not  the  ?anity 
to  suppose  that  any  additional  views  which  he 
could  offer,  or  any  new  dress  in  which  ht  could 
dothe  those  already  adTanced,  would  hare  the  hap- 
py tendency  of  inducing  any  gentleman  to  change 
BIS  vote.  But,  if  he  stood  single  on  the  question, 
and  there  was  no  man  to  help  him,  yet,  while  the 
laws  of  the  land  and  the  rules  of  the  House  guar- 
antied to  him  the  prlTilege  of  speech,  he  would 
redeem  his  eonseieaee  from  the  imputation  of 
haying  silently  witnessed  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stittrtlon  of  his  country,  and 'an  infringement  on 
the  liberties  of  the  people  who  had  intrusted  to 
his  feeble  abilities  the  advocation  of  their  rights. 
He  desired,  at  this  early  stage  of  bis  remarks,  in 
the  name  of  the  citizens  of  Missouri  Territory, 
whose  rights  on  other  subjects  had  been  too  long 
neglected  and  shamefully  disregarded,  to  enter 
his  solemn  protest  against  the  introduction,  under 
the  insidious  form,  of  amendment,  of  any  prinei' 
pb.  in  this  bill,  the  obvious  tendency  of  which 
would  be  to  sow  the  seeds  Qf  discord  in,  and  per- 
haps eventually  endanger,  the  Union. 

Mr.  B;  entertained  the  opinion  that,  under  the 
Constitution,  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  im- 
pose this  OS  BMriOther  restrictio&,  or  to  require  of 
the  people  of  Missouri  their  assent  to  this  condi- 
tioB,  as  n  prerequisite  to  their  admission  into  the 
Union;  He  contended  this  from  the  language  of 
the  ConstitutioB  itself;  from  the  practice  in  the 
admission  of  new  States  under  that  instrument; 
and  from  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion. The  short  view  he  intended  to  take  of 
those  points  would,  he  trusted,  be  satisfactory  to 
all  those  who  were  not  ^o  anxious  to  usurp  power 
as  to  sacrifice  to  its  attainment  the  principles  of 
our  Qovemment,  or  who  were  not  desirous  of 
prostrating  the  rights  and  independence  of  a  State 
o  chimerical  views  of  policy  or  expediency. 
The  authority  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union 
was  granted  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution,  which  declared  that 


<  BBV  SiBifli  may  be  Bdonttcd  by  thtCapi 
iBto  the  Ubiob."  The  oaly  power  gira  to  i^ 
Congress  by  this  seetioB,  appeared  to  bin  n  k 
that  of  paasiBg  a  law  for  the  adBuwos  of  la 
Bcw  State,  leaving  it  in  posaessioa  of  ill  tk 
rights,  privHegea,  aad  imanutties  enjoyed  ^ik 
other  States;  the  aaoat  valaaUe  and  pfSBoat 
of  whieh  was  that  of  fomung  aadaMdifji^iht 
owB  Stale  coBstitotioBy  asd  over  vhiehCoipB 
hsd  no  superintending  eostrol,  other  thu  ths 
expressly  given  in  the  fourth  seeiioeof  lieaae 
article,  which  lead,  ""  the  United  Btm  M 
gnaiBBty  to  every  £teaie  ia  this  Usim  i  rtfoh- 
licaB  form  of  goveraoaeBt.?  Tbk  ad  aeeoa- 
pliahed,  the  gnardiBBship  of  the  IJiited  Suks 
over  the  ooBstitutioBs  of  the  sevcnl Swans 
fiilfilied ;  BBd  all  restrictions,  liBitstioK,udt» 
diiioBs  beyoad  this,  was  ao  muck  povR!tiiw> 
r BBtahly  assumed.  In  iilnstratioo  of  thn  pootn, 
h«  would  read  an  extract  from  one  of  tlie  saji 
written,  by  the  late  Preaident  BladiaMi,  aaoh 

giraBconsly  with  the  CoostimtiOB  of  the  Dstei 
tates,  aod  from  a  very  celebrated  work: 

*'  In  a  eenMcney  Ibandad  on  z«paMkfli|nfia^ 
afid  composed  of  republicaa  BMSusn,  tU  npn- 
ISBdhig  BorenuBent  oa^  cleaxly  to  psMs  atha^ 
to  defimd  the  system  agahut  anstocatic  a  mmik 
cal  inaovatiDBs.  The  BMse  iatisMto  the  bmri/ 
such  an  anioB  may  bOy  the  gieslsv  iatenH  kmk 
members  in  the  political  inatilBtMMisof  <a€kothQ,«i 
the  greater  right  to  insisi  thai  tho  kau  oi  gms* 
meat,  under  which  th»  compact  wu  estcnd  ioa, 
should  be  substantially  maintained.  Bat  this  uibf- 
i^  extends  no  fiirther  than  to  a  gnaniitae ofinfa^ 
lican  form  of  goTemment»  which  rappom  t  prMWr 
ing  goTomment  of  the  ibrm  which  is  to  be  gumtvi 
As  long«  therslbie,  as  the  existinx  repvblieo  fins 
are  continued  by  the  States,  they  sre  gtma^  ^ 
the  Federal  Constitntion.  Whenever  the  8tiia  sij 
dmoee-to  subsfituto  o&er  repobliesB  iuat,  tfaejian 
a  right  to  do  so,  and  to  dUm  tho  Fedenl  gotniB 
for  the  latter.  Theoniy  rssirielisnlBipiMdoDihB 
is,  that  they  shall  net  exelMige  n^oUimi  iv  afr 
repMiean  cienatilBtfans ;  a  rsstrielioB  nhsif  it  s  p 
soiaed,  wiU  haidly  be  consideied  as  a  goMteK' 

Mr.  S.  thought  that  those  two  dmseivto 
supported  by  sueh  high  aothortty,  had  tMj^ 
the  oaly  ones  in  the  CoastitutioB  whkh  nm 
to  the  powers  of  the  Qeaenil  GoversDCBr  m 
the  States,  aad  partieolariy  at  thrir  f«n»<^ 
and  adoption  into  ttie  Uaion,  eovM  sot  bot^ 
deemed  satisihciory  to  a  reasooaMe  ei(eB(;  ("t 
there  were  other  provisioas  in  the  Cou^^^^; 
to  which  he  would  i«fer,  that  beyoad  ti^^^ 
to  his  miad,  settled  the  qaestion.  Oie  of  uo« 
was  the  tenth  article  in  the  ameadaieBts,  vb»| 
said  that "  the  powers  aot  delegated  totheUoJitf 
'  States  by  the  ConstituiioB,  nor  prohiWiw  bp 

*  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Sttie5,respef; 

*  lively,  or  to  the  people."  fle  beliewl  ^^^^ 
common  law  and  common  usage,  sU  grants  giv- 
ing  certain  defined  and  spe^fie  F'^^'^J 
powers,  were  to  be  so  construed  as  thatnootiifl' 
should  be  intended  to  be  given  but  socb  v  «f 
particularljT  enumerated  in  theiostrotDeotsU^ 
selves,  or  indispensably  necessary  to  cinT"^ 
effect  those  designated.    In  no  part  of  w^ 


119T 


HIBTORT  OF  OOKeB]IB& 


1198 


EP^BttOABT,  1810. 


H.OPR. 


Btitiitioo  mtt  th«  power  propoicJ  to  be  exercised) 
of  imposiag^  coaditiona  oa  a  oew  State,  civea, 
either  ia  so  jnaajr  words,  or  bf  aajr  jostifiabie  or 
fair  iafereaee ;  nor  in  any  portion  of  the  Contti- 
tation  was  the  right  prohibited  to  the  respective 
States,  to  regulate  their  own  internal  police,  of 
ftdmitting  sneh  eitlaens  as  they  pleased,  or  of  ia*- 
trodncing  aar  deseriptioa  of  property,  that  they 
ihonid  consider  as  eiseattal  or  necessary  to  their 
prosperity;  and  the  framers  of  that  instrnment 
leem  to  have  been  zealous  lest,  by  implication  or' 
by  inference,  powers  might  be  assumed  by  the 
Gieoerai  QoTemment  over  the  £kates  and  people, 
)ther  than  those  expressly  giren ;  hence  tney  re- 
terve,  in  so  many  terms,  to  the  States  and  the 
[wople,  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
Government.    The  ninth  article  of  the  amend- 
nents  to  the  Constitution  still  further  illustrated 
he  position  he  had  taken ;  it  reaiL  that  ^  the  ean* 
meration  in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights 
shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
others  retained  by  the  people."   Mr.  S.  beliered 
t  to  be  a  just  rale  of  interpretation,  that  the  enu- 
neration  of  powers  delmted  to  Congress  weak- 
ioed  their  authority  in  au  cases  not  enumerated  j 
md  that  beyond  those  powers  enumerated  they 
lad  none,  except  they  were  essentially^  necessary 
0  carry  into  ^ect  those  that  were  given.    The 
etond  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Consti« 
ution,  which  declared  that "  the  citixens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
mmunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States,"  was 
atisfactory,  to  his  judgment,  that  it  was  intended 
he  citizens  of  each  State,  forming  a  part  of  one 
larmonioos  whole,  should  have,  in  all  things, 
fqnal  privileges;  the  necessary  consequence  or 
vhich  was,  that  every  man,  in  his  own  State, 
hould  have  the  same   rights,  privileges,  and 
towers,  that  any  other  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales  had  in  his  own  Sute ;  otherwise,  diseon* 
ent  and  mormurings  would  prevail  against  the 
Seneral  Qovernment,  who  had  deprived  him  of 
his  equality. 

For  example,  if  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvaaia  or 
iTirginia  enjoyed  the  right,  in  their  own  State, 
o  decide  the  question  whether  they  would  have 
slavery  or  not,  the  citizeas  of  Missouri,  to  give 
hem  the  same  privileges,  must  have  the  same 
ight  to  decide  wnether  they  would  or  would  not 
olerate  slavery  in  their  Stale;'  if  it  were  other* 
vise,  then  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
^nia  would  have  more  rights,  privileges,  and 
sowers,  in  their  respective  States,  than  the  citi- 
zens of  Missouri  would  have  in  theirs.    Mr.  S. 
»aid  he  would  make  another  quotation  froin  the 
«me  work  he  had  before  been  indebted  to,  which 
le  believed  had  considerable  bearing  on  this 
luestion.    '^  The  powers  delegated  by  the  pro- 
posed  constttution  to  the  Federal  Qovernment 
are  few  and  defined ;  those  which  are  to  remain 
in  the  State  governments  are  numerous  and  in- 
definite ;  the  former  will  be  exercised  prlnci* 
pally  on  external  objects,  as  war,  peace,  nego- 
tiation, and  foreign  commerce-^with  which  last 
the  powers  of  taxation  will,  for  the  most  part 
'  be  connected*    The  powers  reserved  to  the  seve- 


'  ral  States  will  extend  to  all  the  objects,  which, 
'  in  the  ordinary  course  of  afikirs,  concern  the 
'  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  people^  and 

*  the  internal  order,  improvement,  and  nrosperity 
<  of  the  State."  The  applicability  of  this  doo- 
triae  to  the  question  under  consideration  was  so 
obvious  that  he  would  not  detain  the  House  to 
give  examplei,  but  leave  it  for  gentlemen  to 
make  the  application.  He  would,  however*  make 
one  other  reference  to  the  Constitution  before  ho 
proceeded  to  speak  of  the  practice  under  it ;  in 
the  second  section  of  that  instrument  it  was  pro- 
vided that "  representatives  and  direct  taxes  shatt 
'  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  whick 

*  mav  be  included  within  this  Union,  according 
'  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  de- 

*  termined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free- 
'  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  » 

*  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,. 
'  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons."    This  pro^ 
vision  was  not  restricted    to  the  States  the» 
formed,  and  about  to  adopt  the  Constitution,  bui 
to  all  those  States  which  might  be  included 
within  this  Union,  dearly  contemplating  the  ad^ 
mission  of  new  States  thereaAer,  and  providing 
that  to  them  also  should  this  principle  of  repre- 
sentation and  taxation  equally  apply.    Nor  could 
he  subscribe  to  the  construction,  that,  as  this  part 
of  the  Constitution  was  matter  of  compromise,  it 
was  to  be  limited  in  its  application  to  the  origi- 
nal States  only,  and  not  to  be  extended  to-all 
those  States  that  might  after  its  adoption  become 
members  of  the  Federal  Union ;  and  iipracticU 
expositioa  had  been  made  by  Congress  of  this 
part  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  admission  of  Ken« 
tucky,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  as  States,  all  of 
whom  were  slaveholding  States,  and  to  each  of 
them  this  principle  had  been  extended. 

Mr.  S.  believed  that  the  practice  under  the 
Constitution  had  been  different  from  that  now 
contended  for  by  gentlemen ;  he  was  unapprized 
of  any  similar  provision  having  ever  been  madej 
or  attempted  to  be  made,  in  rewtion  to  any  other 
new  State  heretofore  admitted.  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  States  formed  out  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  he  did  not  consider 
as  analogous;  that  restriction,  if  any,  was  im* 
posed  ia  pursuance  of  a  compact^  and  only,  so 
far  as  Congress  could  do,  carried  into  effect  the 
disposition  of  Virginia  in  reference  to  a  part  of 
her  own  original  territory,  and  was  in  every  re<* 
spect  more  just,  because  that- provision  was  made 
and  published  to  the  world  at  a  time  when  but 
few,  if  any,  settlements  were  formed  within  thai 
tract  of  country ;  and  the  children  of  those  people 
of  color  belonffing  to  the  inhabitants  then  there 
have  been,  ana  still  were,  held  in  bondage,  and 
were  not  free  at  a  given  ag&  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  amendment  under  consideration ; 
nor  did  he  doubt  but  that  it  was  competent  for 
any  of  those  States,  admitted  in  pursuance  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  to  call  a  convention,  and  so 
alter  their  constitution  as  to  allow  of  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves,  if  they  thou|[h(  proper  to  do  so. 
To  those  gentlemen  who  had  in  their  argument, 
in  support  of  the  amendments,  adverted  to  the 
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instanee  where  Cooffress  had,  by  the  law  aaikor- 
izing  the  people  of  Louisiana  to  form  a  coastito- 
don  and  state  gOTernment,  exercised  the  power 
of  imposing  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which 
they  soon  Id  be  permitted  to  do  so,  he  would  re- 
commend the  careful  examination  and  eompari* 
son  of  those  terms  with  the  Constitution  or  the 
iJnited  States,  when,  he  doubted  not,  they  would 
^  eooTinced  that  these  restrictions  were  only 
such  as  were  in  express  and  positire  language  de* 
lined  in  the  latter  instrument,  and  would  have 
4)een  equally  binding  on  the  p^ple  of  LouitiaBa 
had  they  not  hare  Seen  enumerated  in  the  law 
giving  them  authority  to  form  a  constitution  for 
themselves. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  considered  the  contemplated 
conditions  and  restrictions,  contained  in  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
unwarrantable,  from  the  prorisions  of  the  treaty 
of  cession,  by  the  third  article  of  which  it  was 
stipulated,  that  ''the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
'  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  pos- 
'  sible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Constitution,  to  the  enjojment  of  all  the  rights, 
'  adTantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States,  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall 
'  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'ment  oi  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
'  which  they  profess.'' 

This  treaty  haTiuff  been  made  by  the  compe- 
tent authority  of  Uorernment,  ratified  by  the 
Senate,  and  emphatically  sanctioned  by  Congress 
in  the  acts  making  appropriations  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  became  a  {lart  of  tne  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  and  iu  bearings  on  the  righu  of  the  people 
had  receiTed  a  practical  exposition  by  toe  ad- 
mission  of  the  Bute  of  Louisiana,  part  of  the 
same  territory,  and  acquired  bit  the  same  treaty 
of  cession,  into  the  Union.  It  was  in  rain  for 
gentlemen  to  tell  him  that,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  of  cession,  the  United  States  were  not 
bound  to  admit  any  part  of  the  ceded  territory 
into  the  Union  as  a  State ;  the  eridence  of  the 
obligation  Congress  considered  they  were  under, 
to  adopt  States  formed  out  of  that  territory,  is 
clearly  deducible  from  the  fact,  that  they  had 
done  so  in  the  insunee  of  Louisiana.  But  had 
no  Sute  been  admitted,  formed  of  a  part  of  the 
territory  acquired  by  that  treaty,  the  oUigation 
of  the  Qovernmtnt  to  do  so  would  not  be  the 
less  apparent  to  him.  ''The  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territwy  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
of  the  United  States.'*  The  people  were  not  left 
to  the  wayward  discretion  of  tnis,  or  any  other 
Gtoremment,  by  saying  that  they  may  be  incor- 
porated in  the  Union.  The  language  was  differ- 
ent and  imperatiTc:  ^  they  shall  be  incorporated.*' 
Mr.  S.  understood  by  the  term  incorporated,  that 
they  were  to  form  a  constituent  part  of  this  Re- 
public ,*  that  they  were  to  become  Joint  partners  in 
the  character  and  councils  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  national  losses  and  national  gains ;  asa  territory 
they  were  not  en  essential  part  of  the  Qorem- 
ment;they  were  a  mere  prorince}  subject  to  the 
acts  and  regulations  of  the  Gkneral  Government 


in  all  cases  whatsoever*  As  a  tenilorf  tkf  b 
not  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  iauHutfti 
citiaens  of  the  United  States.  Ml  S.  Juexii 
furnished  an  example,  that,  in  their  pfcattca 
ditioa,  they  had  not  all  the  rights  of  tk  (Xb 
citizens  of  the  Union.  Had  he  s  roie  is  t&i 
House?  and  yet  these  penile  were, dona* ih 
war,  subject  to  certain  taxes  ispwdbfCa 
mss.  Had  those  people  any  voice  to  fire  a 
the  imposition  of  taxes  to  which  thef  i« 
sulgeet,  or  in  the  disposttion  of  thsfsulsof  thi 
nation,  and  partieularlf  thoee  aiiaa;  inin  tke 
sales  of  the  pubiic  iairaa  to  whiekwfiJmitf 
had,  and  stiU  would  laigely  eoainhiicl  Hal 
they  a  voice  to  give  in  aeleetiag  ikdbtmof 
this  Government,  or  many  of  thdr  ntX  It 
short,  in  what  had  theyeqiml  rifbis^tdfiiafB, 
and  immunities  with  the  other  citizeurftb 
United  States,  hut  in  the  privily  to  obit  lit 
procrastination  of  their  rights,  and  is  tkeiim- 
tage  to  sttbecribe  to  your  law%  your  nks^fur 
taxes,  and  your  powers,  even  withooitkuitl 
Those  people  were  also  "  lo  be  idnitted  iitttti 
Union  as  soon  as  possible.'' 

Mr.  S«  would  infer  frmn  this  expEcsioi.ite 
it  was  the  understanding  of  the  ptrtte^jihiis 
soon  as  any  portion  of  c£e  tertitory,  of  cAai 
extent  to  form  a  State,  ahouidcoanifltkcni^ 
of  inhabitants  required  by  law  tscatiiietos 
a  Representative  on  th«  floor  of  this  Hon^vt 
they  then  had  the  ri^t  to  Bsafce  the  eili  ford- 
minion,  and  this  admission,  when  naile,  ws* 
be,  not  on  conditions  that  fentleaieD  miglitdM 
expedient,  not  on  conditions  refcnbletobK 
poiitieal  views,  not  on  conditiops  tbtitketn* 
stitution,  the  people  should  form,  sbooU  coma 
a  clause  that  would  particularly  opei  tie  ^ 
for  emigratioafrom  the  North  or  fton  the  Sod^ 
not  on  condition  that  the  fotaie  pepolauoin 
the  State  should  come  fr«Mna  slivehoidiY' 
non-slaveholding  Staie^  but "  bntaecoidiDgttt^ 
principles  of  the  Federal  Cowndmm?*^^ 
other.  The  people  of  Missouri  were,  byMk* 
treaty  stipulation,  when  adnutted,  to  coiof  u 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immaaitieiofeitBaf 
of  the  Uuted  States.  Can  aaygeoikauM- 
tend,  that,  laboring  under  the  propoaed  tfsfivm 
tiie  oitixens  of  Missouri  would  hare  aU  thexyt^ 
advantages,  and  immnnities  of  other  eiiiBV « 
the  Union  i  Hate  not  other  new  StstOrU  "f 
admission,  aad  have  not  ail  tiic  %w^^ 
Union,  now,  privileges  and  rights  htp»  w 
was  contemplated  to  he  allowed  tsi^citBW 
of  Missouri  ?  Have  not  aU  other  Sales  u  uui 
Government  the  right  to  alter,  modifTitBeit 
and  change  their  State  constitatioo,  hiruf  i^ 
gard  alone  to  a  repuhlicaa  form  ?  And  ^J^ 
any  existing  law,  or  any  clanse  ia  the  Fedeiv 
Constitution,  diat  prohibited  a  tola!  chaigefroa< 
slaveholdlnc  to  a  non-elaveholdiof  8ute, « \^ 
a  non-sJaveholding  to  a  slavehoidiiif  Sftte  i  ^ 
S.  thought,  that  if  this  provisiea  wsi  m^f 
within  the  powers  of  Congress,  thcf  sho  itfda| 
correlative  right  to  say,  that  the  people  of^ 
soori  should  not  be  admitted  ss  tStit^  ^ 
they  provided,  in  the  formation  d  then  ^ 
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oonstitotioBi  that  skrerf  should  he  tolerated. 
Woold  not  those  eonseientioiis  gentlemen  startk 
at  this,  and  exclaim,  Whaty  impose  on  those  peo* 
pie  slaTes,  when  they  do  not  want  them  I  This 
would  be  said  to  be  a  direct  attack  on  the  Slate 
independenee.  Was  it  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  annex  the  present  eonditionj  Mr.  S.  deemed  it 
eqnallf  within  the  seope  of  their  aothority  to  say, 
what  color  the  inhabitants  of  the  proposed  State 
should  be^  what  description  of  property,  other 
than  slaves,  those  people  should  or  should  not 
possess,  and  the  quantity  of  property  each  man 
should  retain,  going  upon  the  Agrarian  prineiple. 
He  would  even  go  furthe? ,  and  say,  that  Congress 
had  an  equal  power  to  enact  to  what  religion  the 
people  should  subscribe ;  that  none  other  should 
be  professed,  and  to  provide  for  the  exeommuni* 
cation  of  all  those  who  did  not  submit. 

The  people  of  Missouri  were,  if  admitted  into 
the  Union,  to  come  in  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States..   That  the  people  of  the  other 
States  had  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  inter- 
nal police,  to  prescribe  the  rules  of  their  own 
conduct,  and,  in  the  formation  of  their  constitu* 
tions,  to  say  whether  sloTery  was  or  was  not  ad- 
missible, he  belieTed  was  a  point  conceded  by  ail. 
How,  ibon  were  the  citizens  of  Missouri  placed 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Union  ?    Equal  in  sotne  respects— a  shame- 
ful diseriminatioB  in  others.    A  disccimination 
not  warranted  by  the  Conatitution,  or  justified 
by  the  treaty  of  cesaion,  but  founded  on  mistaken 
zeal,  or  erroneous  policy.    They  were  to  be  bound 
down  by  onerous  conditions,  limitations,  and  ie» 
strictions,  to  which  he  knew  they  would  not  sob-^ 
mit.    That  people  were  brave  and  independent 
in  spirit,  they  wore  intelligent,  and  knew  their 
own  rights;  they  were  competent  toself  gOTern- 
menu  and  willing  to  risk  their  own  happiness 
and  future  prosperity  on  the  legitimate  exercise 
of  their  own  Judgment  and  free  will.    Mr.  S. 
protested  against  such  a  guardianship  as  was  con- 
templated now  to  be  assumed  over  his  constit- 
uents.    The  spirit  of  freedom  burned  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  freemen  of  Missouri,  and  if  admit- 
ted into  the  national  family,  they  would  be  ec^nal, 
or  not  come  in  at  all.    With  what  an  anxious 
eye  have  they  looked  to  the  East,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session  of  Congress,  for  the 
good  tidings,  that  on  them  you  had  conferred  the 
glorious  priTilege  of  self^OTcrnment  and  inde- 
pendence.   What  seeds  of  discord  will  you  sow, 
when  thcT  read  this  suspicious,  shameful,  uneon- 
stiiutional  inhibition  in  their  charter  ?    Will  they 
not  compare  it  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
cession— that  bill  of  their  rights,  emphatically 
theirin^gtta  c&orto?    And  will  not  the  result 
of  that  comparison  be  a  stigma  on  the  faith  of 
this  Qovernment  1  It  had  been  admitted  by  some 

Sntlemen  in  debate,  that,  were  the  people  of 
tssouri  to  form  a  constitution  conformmg  to 
this  provision,  so  soon  as  they  were  adopted 
into  the  Union  it  would  be  competent  for  them 
to  call  a  conrention  and  alter  their  constitution 
on  this  subject.  Why,  then,  he  would  ask  gen- 
tlemen, would  they  legislate,  when  they  could 


produce  no  permanent  practical  effect?  Why 
expose  the  imbecility  of  the  General  QoTernment, 
to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  State,  and  induce  the 
people  to  an  act  of  chicanery,  which  be  knew 
from  principle  they  abhorred,  to  get  clear  of  an 
odious  restriction  on  their  rights?  Mr.  S.  had 
trusted  that  gentlemen  who  professed  to  be^  ac- 
tuated by  motires  of  humanity  and  principle 
would  not  encourage  a  course  of  dissimulation, 
or,  b]r  soy  vote  of  theirs,  render  it  necessary  for 
the  citizens  of  Missouri  to  act  equivocally  to  ob- 
tain their  right.  He  was  unwilling  to  believe, 
that  political  views  alone  led  gentlemen  on  this 
or  any  other  occasion ;  but,  from  the  language  of 
the  member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tatloe.)  h» 
was  compelled  to  suspect  that  they  had  their  in- 
fluence upon  him.  That  gentleman  has  told  us. 
that  if  ever  he  left  his  present  residence,  it  would 
be  for  Illinois  or  Missouri ;  at  all  events,  he  wished 
to  send  out  his  brothers  and  his  sons.  Mr.  S. 
bmed  that  gentleman  to  relieve  him  from  the 
awful  apprehension  excited  by  the  prospect  of 
this  accession  of  population.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  excuse  him  while  he  stated,  that  he  did 
not  desire  that  gentleman,  his  sons,  or  his  brothers, 
in  that  land  of  brave,  noble,  and  independent  free- 
men. The  member  savs  that  the  latitude  is  too 
far  North  to  admit  of  slavery  there.  Would  the 
gentleman  cast  his  eye  on  the  map  before  him, 
he  would  there  see,  that  a  part  of  Kentucky,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Maryland,  were  as  far  North  as  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  proposed  State  of  Mis- 
souri. Mr.  S.  would  thank  the  gentleman  if  he 
would  condescend  to  tell  him  what  precise  line 
of  latitude  suited  his  conscience,  his  humanity, 
or  his  political  views,  on  this  subject.  Coula 
that  member  be  serious  when  he  made  the  paral- 
lel of  latitude  the  measure  of  his  good  will  to 
those  unfortunate  blacks?  Or  was  he  trying 
how  far  he  could  go  in  fallacious  argument  and 
abfturdity  without  creating  one  blush,  even  on  his 
own  cheek,  for  inconsistency  ?  What,  starve  the 
negroes,  pen  them  up  in  the  swamps  and  morasses, 
confine  them  to  Southern  latitudes,  to  long  scorch- 
ing days  of  labor  and  fatigue,  until  the  race  be- 
comes extinct,  that  the  fair  Uud  of  Missouri  may 
be  tenanted  by  that  gentleman,  his  brothers,  and 
his  sons?  He  expected  from  a  majority  or  the 
House  a  more  liberal  policy,  and  better  evidence 
that  they  really  were  actuated  by  humane  motives. 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  trouble  the  House  no 
linger ;  he  thanked  them  for  the  attention  and 
indulgence  already  bestowed  ;  but  he  desired  to 
spprize  gentlemen,  before  he  sat  down,  that  they 
were  sowing  the  seeds  of  discord  in  this  Union, 
by  attempting  to  admit  States  with  unequal  priv- 
ileges and  unequal  rights ;  that  they  were  sign- 
ing, sealing,  and  delivering  their  own  death  war- 
rant; that  the  weapon  they  were  so  unjustly 
wielding  against  the  people  of  Missouri,  was  a 
two-edged  sword.  From  the  cumulative  nature 
of  power,  the  day  might  come  when  the  Gkneral 
Government  mi^ht,  in  turn,  undertake  to  dictate 
to  them  on  questions  of  internal  policy ;  Missouri, 
now  weak  and  feeble,  whose  fate  and  murmurs 
would  excite  but  little  alarm  or  sensibility,  might 
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beeonie  an  easy  ▼letim  to  motives  of  poUey,  pMirty 
zeal,  or  mistaken  ideas  of  power ;  bat  other  times 
and  other  men  woold  saeceed ;  a  fatare  Congress 
might  come,  who.  under  ihe  sanctified  forms  of 
Constiiationai  power,  would  dictate  to  them  odi* 
OQS  conditions  \  nay.  inflict  on  their  iateniai  in» 
dependence  a  wound  more  deep  and  dreadful 
than  even  this  to  Missouri.  The  House  had  seen 
the  force  of  the  precedent,  in  the  mistaken  appli- 
cation of  the  conditions  imposed  on  the  ]>eople  of 
Louisiana  anterior  to  their  admission  into  the 
Union.  And,  whatever  might  be  the  ultimate 
determination  of  the  House,  Mr.  S.  considered 
this  question  big  with  the  fate  of  Cesar  and  of 
Rome. 

Mr.  Tallm ADGE,  of  New  York,  rose.'— Sir,  said 
he,  it  has  been  my  desire  and  m^r  intention  to 
avoid  any  debate  on  the  present  painful  and  un- 
pleasant subject.    When  I  had  the  honor  to  suIh 
mit  to  (his  House  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration,  I  accompanied  it  with  a  declara- 
tion, that  it  was  intended  to  confine  its  opera- 
tion to  the  newly  acquired  territory  across  the 
Mississippi;  and  I  then  expressly  declared  that 
I  would  in  no  manner  intermeddle  with  the 
slaveholdinff  States,  nor  attempt  manumission  in 
any  one  of  the  original  States  in  the  Union.  Sir, 
I  even  went  further,  and  stated  that  I  was  aware 
of  the  delicacy  of  the  subject,  and  that  I  had 
learned  from  Southern  gentlemen  the  difficulties 
and  the  dangers  of  having  free  blacks  iatermia- 
glittg  with  slaves :  and,  on  that  account,  and  with 
a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  white  population  of 
the  adjoining  States,  I  would  not  even  advocate 
the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Alabama  Terri- 
tory;  because,  surrounded  as  it  was  by  slave- 
holding  States,  and  with  only  imaginary  lines  of 
division,  the  intercourse  between  slaves  and  free 
blacks  could  not  be  prevented,  and  a  §erMe  war 
might  be  the  result.    While  we  deprecate  and 
mourn  over  the  evil  of  slavery,  humanity  and 
good  morals  require  us  to  wish  its  abolition,  un- 
der circumstances  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
the  white  population.    Willingly,  therefore,  will 
I  submit  to  an  evil  which  we  cannot  safely  rem- 
edy.   1  admitted  all  that  had  been  said  of  the 
danger  of  having  free  blacks  visible  to  slaves,  and 
therefore  did  not  hesitate  to  pledge  myself  that  I 
would  neither  advise  nor  attempt  coercive  BMa- 
umission.    But,  sir,  all  these  reasons  cease  when 
we  cross  the  banks  of  the  Misaissippi,  a  newly 
acquired  territory,  never  contemplated  in  the 
formation  of  our  Government,  not  included  with- 
in the  compromise  or  mutual  pledge  in  the  adop- 
tion of  our  Constitution,  a   new  territory  ac- 
quired by  our  common  fund,  and  ought  justly  to^ 
be  subject  to  our  common  legislation. 

Sir,  when  I  submitted  the  amendment  now  un- 
der consideration,  accompanied  with  these  ex- 
planations, and  with  these  avowals  of  my  inten- 
tions and  of  my  motives,  I  did  expect  that  gen- 
tlemen who  might  differ  from  me  in  opinion 
would  appreciate  the  liberality  of  my  views,  and 
would  meet  me  with  moderation,  as  upon  a  fair 
subject  for  general  legislation.  Sir,  I  did  expect 
at  least  that  the  frank  declaration  of  my  views  | 


would  piotaet  me  from  ftmnh  apnmmvk 
from  the  unfriendly  impuiatioBs  wkuk  hm 
been  cast  out  on  tiMa  oeeasioo.  Bat,  sir.  aek 
has  been  the  character  and  the  TiskseeaTtki 
debate^  and  expressions  of  so  mnehiatcBiKiiaet 
and  ot  an  aspect  so  threaieniag  hare  bm  nsi, 
that  continued  silenea  on  mv  part  wM  iilh* 
come  me,  who  had  sataiilted  to  tkii  Hontik 
original  proposiiion.  While  this  siriQfet  m 
under  debate  before  the  Coannittceaf  tkfWkle, 
I  did  not  take  tie  floor,  and  I  afailmjwlfeftkii 
occasion  to  acknowledge  my  oblisuiBn  touf 
friends,  (Biesars.  Taylor  and  Miiu)  /v  tk 
manner  in  which  they  aupparted  uf  uMstf* 
ment,  at  a  time  when  I  waa  unabletoiuttkea 
the  debate  I  had  only  on  that  dajr  retsntdfna 
a  journey  long  in  iu  extent,  and  ptisftl  it  tis 
occasion;  and,  from  aa  aflectioa  of  Bybmi,J 
could  not  then  speak;  leannot  yetlwpeto^ 
justice  to  the  subject,  bat  I  do  hope  tostyeMo^ 
to  assure  my  friends  that  I  have  not  jgfttkea 
the  controversy,  and  to  convince  the  oppoMi 
of  the  measure,  that  their  violence  has  Dot  ^fa 
me  from  the  debate. 

Sir,  the  honorable  geAtlemaa  froaMissan, 
(Mr.  SooTT,)  who  has  just  resaaed  kiisett,hi 
told  us  of  the  ides  of  Martkf^nd  hascutiwi 
us  to  **  beware  ef^faOeiifOiBmarmdifRim,' 
Another  geBtlenwn,  (Mr.  Coaa.)  fromGetfjii} 
in  addition  to  other  expressions  of  srest  wail, 
has  said,  "that,  if  we  persist,  the  Uaiot  fik 
dissolved  :*  and,  with  a  lodt  fixed  on  ae,  kii 
told  us,  "  we  have  kindled  a  fiie  whiek  iH  ^ 
waters  of  the  ocean  cannot  ptttoBt,iriueb» 
of  blood  can  only  extinguish.^ 

Sir,  language  of  this  aort  haa  no  efiBCtoBOt; 
my  purpoae  ia  fixed,  it  ie  interwovea  with  ay  a- 
tateace,  ita  durability  ia  limited  with  n^^%^ 
ia  a  great  and  glorious  cause,  scttiai  bonditoi 
slavery  the  moat  cruel  and  dehasiitf  tbevpn 
ever  witnessed ;  it  is  the  freedom  of  mup'" 
the  cause  of  unredeemed  and  unNgeaerttHlff' 
man  beluga. 

Sir,  if  a  diaaolutioa  of  the  Union  most  m 
plaee,  let  it  be  so  1  If  civil  war,  wkicb  fWt- 
meu  ao  much  threaten,  naust  come,  1  tuj^ 
say,  let  it  come  I  My  hold  on  life  is  piwf* 
frail  aa  that  of  any  bmu  who  now  hean  oe;ii^ 
while  that  hold  laata,  it  afaall  be  defotd  »  ^ 
service  of  my  eoantry*-to  the  ft^^^^J^ 
If  blood  is  naceaaary  to  extiagubb  $Bf&f^^ 
I  have  assisted  to  kindle,  f  can  van  g«^f^ 
men,  while  I  regret  the  seceaaity,  I  skill  ooti"' 
bear  to  contribute  my  mite.  Sir,  tk  vwlfioee » 
which  gentlemen  have  resorted  oa  tkU  m^ 
will  not  move  my  purpoae,  nor  drire  sefroaar 
place.  I  have  the  fortune  and  the  kooor  tost"* 
hereaa  the  repreaentative  of  freemeD,  wko  P^^ 
sesa  intelligeoce  to  know  their  rights,  vI^oMk 
the  spirit  to  maintain  them.  Whaterer  d4I» 
be  mv  own  private  seatimeauoD  tbis^i''||T 
standing  here  as  the  represeautire  of  o^^ 
no  choice  is  left  me.  I  know  the  will  ol  sr 
constitneats,  and,  rcgardlos  of  coasequeoe^ 
will  avow  it ;  as  their  represenuitive,  1  wiU  P* 
claim  their  hatred  to  alarery  in  ererf  sk«i«>^ 
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tbffif  rtpffcsMlatiTe,  hera  will  I  hold  mj  aund, 
aotil  thisfloori  with  4he  Conttitotioa  of  my  coqq* 
uy  which  sofipoffts  it,  Bhall  sink  boneaih  me.  If  I 
am  doomed  to  foil,  I  shall  at  least  hare  the  poia- 
fal  eoDSolatioQ  to  believe  that  I  fall,  as  a  frag- 
ment, in  the  rains  of  m^  eoantry. 

Sir,  the  genUeman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Cols* 
toh)  has  aeeosed  mf  honombielriead,  from  New 
Han^hire,  (Mk  Litbrxorb)  of  speaking  to 
theguiersest  sod)  hjr  his  langoage,  endeaToriag 
to  eicite  a  servile  war ;''  and  hiui  ended  by  say- 
ing, ^  he  is  no  better  than  Arbnthnot  or  Ambris- 
ter ;  and  deserres  no  better  fate."  Sir.  when  I 
hair  sneh  language  uttered  upon  this  floor,  and 
within  this  House,  I  am  constrained  to  consider 
it  u  hastf  and  nnintended  languase,  resulting' 
from  the  Tehemence  of  debate,  and  not  really 
iotendiog  the  personal  iadeeorwD  the  expressions 
wonld  seem  to  indicate*  [Mr.  CousToii  asked 
to  explain,  and  said  he  had  not  distinctly  under* 
stood  Mr.  T:  Mr.  Litbbxobb  called  on  Mr.  C. 
to  state  the  expressions  he  had  used.  Mr.  C* 
then  said  he  had  no  expbnatioQ  to  gire.]  Mn 
Tallmadqb  said  he  had  none  to  ask ;  he  coatin- 
aed  to  say,  he  would  not  beliere  any  gentleman 
on  this  floor  would  commit  so  great  an  indeoo- 
rnm  against  any  member,  or  against  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  as  to  use  such  expressions,  really 
intending  the  meaning  which  the  words  seem 
to  import,  and.  which  had  been  utteved  against 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  [&lr.  Nbl- 
soir,  of  Virginia,  in  the  cbairi  called  to  order,  and 
said  no  personal'  remarks  would  be  allowed.]  Mr. 
T.  said,  he  rejoiced  the  Chair  was  at  length 
aroused  to  a  sense  of  its  duties.  The  debate  had, 
Ut  several  days,  proj^ressed  with  unequalled  vi- 
olence, and  all  was  in  order ;  but  now,  when  at 
length  this  violence  on  one  side  is  to  be  resisted, 
the  Chair  discovered  it  is  out  of  order.  I  rejoiee, 
said  Mr.  T.,  at  the  discovery,  approve  of  the  Ad- 
monition, while  I  am  proud  to  say.  it  has  no  rei* 
evancy  to  me.  It  is  my  boast  that  I  never  uttered 
an  uniriendl|[  personal  remark  oa  this  floor,  but 
I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  the  immuta- 
ble laws  of  self-defence  wiU  justify  going  to  great 
lengths,  and  that,  in  the  future  wogress  of  this 
debate,  the  rights  of  defence  would  (m  regarded. 

Sir,  has  it  already  come  to  this ;  that  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  tha^  In  the  lesisla* 
tive  councils  of  repnUican  America,  the  subject 
of  slavery  has  become  a  subject  of  so  much  leel* 
ing-— of  such  delicacy*— of  such  danger,  that  it 
cannot  safely  be  discussed  ?  Are  members  who 
yenture  to  express  their  senttments  on  this  sub- 
ject to  be  accused  of  talking  to  the  galleriei^  with 
iftteat  to  excite  a  servile  war;  and  of  meriting 
the  fate  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  1  Are  we 
to  be  told  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  ;  of  civil 
war,  and  of  seas  of  blood  ?  And  yet,  with  such 
awful  threatenings  before  us,  do  gentlemen,  in 
the  same  breath.  Insist  upon  the  encouragement 
of  this  evil ;  upon  the  extension  of  this  monstrous 
scourge  of  the  human  raeel  An  evil  so  fraught 
with  such  dire  calamities  to  us  as  individuals,  and 
to  our  natioD,  and  threatening,  in  its  progress,  to 
overwhelm  the  civil  and  religious  institutions  of 


the  oouatry,  with  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  ought 
at  once  to  be  met,  and  to  be  controlled.    If  its 

Kwer,  its  influence,  and  its  impending  dangers 
ve  already  arrived  at  such  a  point  that  it  is  not 
safe  to  discuss  it  on  this  floor,  aod  it  eaanot  now 
pass  under  consideration  as  a  proper  sulneet  for 
general  legislation,  what  will  be  the  result  when 
It  is  spread  through  voor  widely  extended  do- 
main? Its  present  threatening  aspect,  and  the 
violence  of  its  supporters,  so  rar  from  inducing 
me  to  yield  to  its  progress,  prompts,  me  to  resist 
its  marob.  Now  is  the  tlme»  It  must  now  be 
met,  and  the  extensioo  of  the  evil  must  now  be 
prevented,  or  the  occasion  is  irrecoverably  lost, 
and  the  evil  can  never  be  contracted. 

Sir,  extend  your  view  across  the  Mississippi, 
over  your  newly  acquired  territory ;  a  territory 
so  far  surpassing  in  extent  the  limits  of  your 

£  resent  country,  that  that  country  which  gave 
irth  to  your  nation,  which  achieved  your  Rev- 
olution, consolidated  your  Union^  formed  your 
Constitution,  and  has  subsequently  acquired  so 
much  glory,  bangs  but  as  aa  appenda|^e  to  the 
exteodedempire  over  which  your  republican  Qov- 
ernment  is  now  called  to  bear  sway.  Look  down 
the  long  vista  of  futurity.  See  your  empire,  in  ex- 
tent unequalled  \  in  advantageous  situation  with* 
oot  a  parallel ;  and  occupying  all  the  valuable 
part  of  our  continent.  Behold  this  extended  em*' 
pire,  inhabited  by  the  hardy  sons  of  American 
freemen-^knowing  their  rights,  and  inheriting 
the  will  to  protect  them— owners  of  the  soil  on 
which  they  live^  and  interested  in  the  institutions 
which  :they  labor  to  defend--with  two  oceans  lav- 
ing your  shores,  and  tributary  to  your  purposes 
bearing  on  their  bosoois  the  commerce  of  your 
people.  Compared  to  yoor%  the  Gtovernmenu  of 
Borone  dwindle  into  insignincanee,  and  the  whole 
wotid  is  without  a  parallel.  But,  sir,  reverse  this 
scene;  people  this  lair  dominion  with  the  slaves 
of  your  {Mmters;  extend  slavery— -this  bane  of 
man,  this  aboasination  of  heaven— over  your  ex* 
tendiMl:  empire,  aad  yoopr^Nire  its  dissolution  •; 
you  turn-  its  acouuiulatcd  strragth  into  positive 
weakness ;  you  cherish  a  canker  in  your  breast ; 
yon  put  pcMseo  in  your  bosom ;  you  place  a  vultoro 
on  your  hearth-nay,  you  whet  the  dagger  and  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  portion  of  your  populatioai 
stimulated  to  use  it,  by  every  tie,  human  and  di- 
viaOb  The  «ivious  contrast  between  your  hap- 
piness and  their  misery,  between  your  liberty  and 
thffr  slavery,  must  constantly  prompt  them  tp  ac^ 
eomplish  your  destruetion.  i  our  enemies  will 
learn  the  source  and  the  cause  of  your  weakness. 
As  often  as  internal  dangers  shall  threaten,  or  iu- 
ternal  commotions  await  you,  you  will  then  real- 
iae,  that,  by  your  owb  procurement,  you  have 
placed  amidst  your  families,  aad  in  the  bosom  of 
your  country,  a  population  producing  at  once  the 
greatest  cause  of  individual  danger  and  of  na- 
tional weakness.  With  this  defect,  your  Gov* 
ernment  must  crumble  to  pieces,  and  your  people 
become  the  scoff  of  the  world. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told,  with  apparent  confi- 
dence, that  we  have  no  right  to  annex  cooditiona 
to  a  State  on  its  admissioik  into  the  Union ;  and 
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it  has  been  urged  that  the  proposed  amendment, 
prohibiting  the  further  iotrodaotion  of  slarery  is 
uncoDstitntional.  This  poaition,  asserted  with  so 
mnch  confidence,  remains  unsapported  by  any 
argument,  or  by  any  authority  derired  from  the 
Constitution  itself.  The  Constittttion  strongl)r 
indicates  an  opposite  conclusion,  and  seems  to 
contemplate  a  difference  between  the  old  and  the 
new  States.  The  praetiee  of  the  Qovernment 
has  sanctioned  this  difference  in  many  respects. 

The  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  says,  ^  new  States  may  be  admitted 
by  the  Congress  into  this  Union,''  and  it  is  silent 
as  to  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the 
new  States  may  be  so  admitted.  The  fair  infer- 
ence from  this  silence  is,  that  the  Congress  which 
might  admit,  should  prescribe  the  time  and  the 
terms  of  such  admissionT  The  tenth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  says,  ^  the  mi* 
'  gration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any 

*  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 

*  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress 
<  prior  to  the  year  1808."  The  words  ^  now  ex- 
isting'' clearly  show  the  distinction  for  which  we 
contend.  The  word  #laoe  is  nowhere  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution,  but  this  section  has  always 
been  considered  as  applicable  to  them,  and  un- 
questionably reserred  the  right  to  prohibit  their 
Importation  into  any  new  state  before  the  year 
1808. 

Congress,  therefore,  hare  power  o?er  the  sub- 
ject, probably  as  a  matter  of  legislation,  but  more 
certainly  as  a  right,  to  prescribe  the  time  and  the 
condition  upon  which  any  new  State  may  be 
admitted  into  the  family  oi  the  Union.  Sir,  the 
bill  now  before  us  proves  the  correctness  of  my 
argument.  It  is  filled  with  conditions  and  limit- 
ations. The  territory  is  required  to  take  a  cen- 
sus, and  Is  to  be  admitted  onir  on  condition  that 
it  naTe  fori]^  ^^o^i^nd  inhabitants.  I  haveai* 
ready  submmed  amendments  prerenting  the 
State  from  taxing  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  all  naTigable  waters  shall  remain 
open  to  the  other  States,  and  be  exempt  from  any 
tolls  or  duties.  And  my  friend  (Mr.  Tatlos) 
has  submitted  amendments  prohibiting  the  State 
ftrom  taxinff  soldiers'  lands  for  the  period  of  fire 
rears.  And  to  all  these  amendmeats  we  hare 
heard  no  objection;  they  hare  passed  unani- 
mously. But  now,  when  an  amendment  prohib- 
iting the  further  introduction  of  slarery  is  pro- 
posed, the  whole  House  is  {Mit  in  agitation,  f  nd 
we  are  confidently  told  that  it  is  unconatitutioaal 
to  annex  conditions  on  the  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union.  The  result  of  all  this  is, 
that  all  amendments  and  conditions  are  proper, 
which  suit  a  certain  class  of  gentlemen,  but  what- 
ever amendment  is  proposed,  which  does  not 
comport  with  their  interests  or  their  riews,  is  un- 
constitutional, and  a  flagrant  riolation  of  this 
sacred  charter  of  our  rights.  In  order  to  be  con- 
sistent, ^ntlemen  must  go  back  and  strike  out 
the  various  amendments  to  whieh  they  hare 
already  agreed.  The  Constitution  applies  equally 
to  all,  or  to  none. 

Sir,  we  hare  been  told  that  this  is  a  new  prin- 


ciple for  whteh  we  coatevd,  nercr  befaif  i^ 
or  thought  of.  So  far  from  this  heiaf  eaim  c 
is  due  to  the  memory  of  our  aneeslDiitoaf,k& 
an  old  principle,  adopted  by  them,  as  tk  nixr 
of  our  country.  Wheaerer  the  Uoited  Sois 
hare  had  the  right  and  the  power,  tker  hn 
heretofore  prerented  the  extaawn  of  dim. 
The  States  of  Kentacky  and  TeaacMe  vai 
taken  off  from  other  States,  and  were  iJanf 
into  the  Uaion  withoiit  eoodition,  beetM  te 
lands  were  nerer  owned  by  the  Usiiri  Stuei 
The  Territory  Northwest  of  theOUoiiall  th 
land  which  erer  belonged  to  them.  SknJfi/is 
the  cession  of  those  latnds  to  the  UnsLCfliflm 
passed,  in  1787.  a  compact  which  vsi  Mini 
to  be  analterable,  the  sixth  article  of  wkielfn> 
rides  that  '4here  shall  be  necChersIaRrysorh- 
vfAmdary  $ermiude  in  the  said  teniaxf ,  Mhfl^ 
wise  than  in  the  panishnneiit  for  criao,  vM 
the  party  shall  hare  bee&  dtdy  coarictei"  I: 
pursuance  of  this  compact,  ail  the  StatafW 
from  that  territory  hare  faiaea  adauttsd  iiaih 
Union  upon  rarioiu  coaaidemtieBs^  isd  uMf 
which  the  sixth  article  of  this  eoni|Be(  b  a- 
eluded  as  one. 

Let  jipentlemen  also  adrert  to  the  hwfsr  ^ 
admission  of  the  State  of  LouisiaBi  ists  the 
Union :  thtiy  will  find  it  filled  with  tadam 
It  was  required  not  only  to  tern  a  wuom 
upon  the  princifdes  of  a  rcpabfican  lorriuat 
but  it  was  required  to  contain  the  ^^Sndiaaail 
principles  of  ciril  aad  r^i^oos  libenr.'  Ii  w 
eren  required,  as  a  coi^itioa  of  iu  adnisMak 
keep  its  records  and  its  judicial  and  k^n 
proceedings  in  the  English  langaageiaaf  ti*B 
secure  the  trial  hj  jury,  aad  to  loneiiei  d 
claim  to  unappropriated  lands  ia  the  lemMT: 
with  the  prohibition  to  tax  any  of  tke  Uaiiri 
States  lands. 

After  this  long  practice  and  contaiit  Bti«e» 
annex  condiltoas  to  the  adauaaioa  of  a  Siittii> 
the  UaloB,  wiU  gentlemen  yet  tell  oi  itisnW' 
stitntional,  aad  talk  of  ear  ptiaciples  beisf  tf*« 
and  extraordinary  ?  It  has  been  mid  chi^  |f  <^ 
amendment  prerails,  we  ahall  have  taaoi«« 
States  poasesaiag  unequal  rights.  And  we  ten 
been  asked,  whether  we  wished  to  ieeiMij> 
<<cheqtiered  imion  7"  Sir,  we  have  siienif  tfcii 
an  Union.  If  the  proy Ution  of  slarerr  b«^ 
denial  of  a  right,  aad  coaatitntes  a  ^^^'^ 
union,  gladly  would  I  befaokl  saeb  rigkts^' 
aad  such  a  cheqaer  spread  over  tnxfS^  ^ 
the  Uaion.  .  it  is  now  spread  orer  \kt  State 
northwest  of  the  Ohiti,  and  forms  (b  t^Jf^ 
the  strength  of  thoae  Stales.  I  hope  it  viu  J' 
extendedTrom  the  Mississippi  rirertotiiePi0k 


can. 

Sir,  we  hare  been  told  that  the  fiop«» 
amendment  cannot  be  receired,  beeaoieuuctf' 
trary  to  the  treaty  aad  cession  of  Looisi^ 
'<  Article  3.  The  inbabiUnts  of  the  cedti^ 
'  torjr  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  noiw^ 
*  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pofi»^ 
'  according  to  the  prinoipks  of  the  FedeiaJ^' 
<  stittttion,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  tht  if^. 
^  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizeos «  ^e 
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*  United  StaMs ;  and,  in  the  meentime,  they  th«H 

*  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
*'  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 

*  whieh  they  profess."  I  find  nothing,  said  Mr. 
T.,  in  thia  article  of  the  treaty,  incompatible  with 
the  proposed  amendment.  The  riffiits,  adfan- 
tagee,  and  immnnitfefl  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  are  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louis- 
iana. If  one  of  them  should  choose  to  remore 
into  Virginia,  he  could  take  his  slares  with  him ; 
but  if  he  removes  to  Indiana,  or  any  of  the  States 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  he  cannot  take  his  slaves 
with  him.  If  the  proposed  amendment  j^revails, 
the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  or  the  citizeas  of 
the  United  States  can  neither  of  them  take 
slaves  into  the  State  of  Missouri.  All,  there- 
fore, may  enjoy  equal  privileges.  It  is  a  disabil- 
ity, or  what  1  call  a  blessing,  annexed  to  the 
particular  district  of  country,  and  in  no  manner 
attached  to  the  individnal.  But,  said  Mr.  T., 
while  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  treaty  contains  no 
solid  objection  against  the  proposed  amendment, 
yet  if  it  did,  it  would  not  aher  my  determination 
on  the  subject.  The  Senate,  or  the  treaty-making 
power  of  our  Qovernment,  have  neither  the  right 
nor  the  power  to  stipulat^  bv  a  treaty,  the  terms 
upon  which  a  people  shall  be  admitted  into  the 

.  union*  This  House  have  a  tittht  to  be  heard  on 
the  subject.  The  admission  of  a  Sute  into  the 
Union  is  a  legislative  act,  which  requires  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  departments  of  legislative 

Siwer.    It  is  an  important  prerogative  of  this 
ouse,  which  I  hope  will  never  be  surrendered. 
The  seal  and  the  ardor  of  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  has  indneed  them  to  an- 
nounce to  this  House,  that,  if  we  persist  and 
force  the  State  of  Missouri  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  as  the  condition  of  her  admis- 
sion into  the  UdIoo,  she  will  disr^;ard  it,  and,  as 
soon  as  admitted,  will  alter  her  Constitution,  and 
introduce  slavery  into  her  territory.    Sir,  I  am 
not  now  prepared,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  determine 
what  would  be  the  consequence  or  such  a  viola- 
tion of  faith— of  such  a  departure  from  the  fun- 
damental condition  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union.    I  would  not  cast  upon  a  people  so  foul 
an  imputation  as  to  believe  they  would  be  guilty 
of  suen  fraudulent  duplicity.    The  States  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  have  all  regarded  the  faith  and 
the  condition  of  their  admission;  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  the  people  of  Missouri  will  not 
also  regard  theirs,    j^ut,  sir,  whenever  a  State, 
admitted  into  the  Union  shall  disregard  and  set 
at  naught  the  fundamental  condition  of  its  admis- 
sion, and  shall,  in  violation  of  all  faith,  undertake 
to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutes, 
or  a  toll  upon  their  navigable  waters,  or  intro- 
duce slavery,  where  Congress  have  pronibited  it, 
then  it  will  be  in  time  to  determine  the  conse- 
quence.   But,  sir,  if  the  threatened  consequences 
were  known  to  be  the  certain  result,  yet  would  I 
insist  upon  the  proposed  amendment.    The  dec- 
laration of  this  House,  the  declared  will  of  the 
nation,  to  prohibit  slavery,  would  produce  its 
moral  efl^t.  and  stand  as  one  of  the  brightest 
omaneats  oi  our  country.    Sir,  it  has  been  urged, 


with  great  plausibility,  that  we  should  spread  the 
slaves  now  in  our  country,  and  thus  spread  the 
evil,  rather  than  confine  it  to  its  present  districts. 
It  has  been  said,  we  should  thereby  diminish  the 
dangers  from  them,  while  we  increase  the  means 
of  their  living,  and  augment  their  comforts.  But, 
sir*  you  may  rest  assured  that  this  reasoning  is 
fallacious,  and  that,  while  slavery  is  admitted, 
the  market  will  be  supplied.  Our  coast,  and  its 
contiguity  to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Spanish 
possessions,  render  easy  the  introduction  of  slaves 
mto  our  country.  Our  laws  are  already  highly 
penal  against  their  introduction,  and  yet  it  is  a 
well  known  fact,  that  about  fourteen  thousand 
slaves  have  been  brought  into  our  country  this 
last  year. 

Sir,  since  we  have  been  engaged  in  this  debate, 
we  have  witnessed  an  elucidation  of  this  argu- 
ment, of  bettering  the  condition  of  slaves,  by 
spreading  them  over  the  country.  A  slave  dri- 
ver, a  trafficker  in  human  flesh.asif  sent  b)f  Prov- 
idence, has  passed  the  door  or  your  Capitol,  on 
his  way  to  the  West,  driving  before  him  about 
fifteen  of  these  wretched  victims  of  his  power. 
The  males,  who  mif  ht  raise  the  arm  of  ven-  / 
geance,  ano  retaliate  &r  their  wrongs,  were  hand- 
cuffed, and  chained  to  each  other,  while  the  fe- 
males and  children  were  marched  in  their  rear, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  driver's  whip  I  Yes, 
sir,  such  has  been  the  scene  witnessed  from  the 
windows  of  Congress  Hall,  and  viewed  by  mem- 
bers who  compose  the  legislative  councils  of 
Republican  America  I 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  this  subject, 
we  have  been  told  that,  from  the  long  habit  of 
the  Southern  and  Western  people,  the  possession 
of  slaves  has  become  necessary  to  them,  and  an 
essential  requisite  in  their  living.  It  has  been 
urged,  from  the  nature  of  the  climate  and  soil  of 
the  Southern  countries,  that  the  lands  cannot  be 
occupied  or  cultivated  without  slaves.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  slaves  prosper  in  those  places, 
and  that  they  are  much  better  off  there  than  in 
their  own  native  countrv.  We  have  even  been 
told  that,  if  we  succeed,  and  prevent  slavery 
across  the  Mississippi,  we  shall  greatly  lessen  the 
value  of  property  there^  and  shall  retard,  for  a 
long  series  or  years,  the  settlement  of  that  coun- 
try. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  the  Western  country  can- 
not be  settled  without  slaves,  gladly  would  I 
{prevent  its  settlement  till  time  shall  be  no  more, 
f  this  class  of  arguments  is  to  prevail,  it  sets  all 
morals  at  defiance,  and  we  are  called  to  legislate 
on  the  subject,  as  a  matter  of  mere  personal  in- 
terest. If  this  is  to  be  the  case,  repeal  all  your 
laws  prohibiting  the  slave  trade;  throw  open 
this  traffic  to  the  commercial  Sutes  of  the  Bast^ 
and,  if  it  better  the  condition  of  these  wretched 
beings,  invite  the  dark  population  of  benighted 
Africa  to  be  translated  to  the  shores  of  Republi- 
can America.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  cast  upon  this 
or  upon  that  gentleman  an  imputation  so  ungra- 
cious as  the  conclusion  to  which  their  arguments 
would  necessarily  tend.  I  do  not  believe  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor  could  here  advocate  the 
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•l»Te  trmde.  or  roat»UiB,iii  tkeabtinec,  tlie  »ria- 
eiples  of  siaTersr-  I  will  not  outrage  the  deeo- 
ram,  nor  insnlt  the  dignity  of  thii  House,  by  «t- 
tomptiii|^  to  argue  io  this  place,  as  an  abstract 
IMTopotittoD,  the  moral  right  of  slarery.  How 
gladly  would  the  ^'legitioiates  of  Europe  chuckle" 
to  find  an  American  Congress  in  debate  on  such 
a  question  1 

As  an  eTil  brou|rht  upon  us  without  our  own 
fault,  before  the  lormatioo  of  our  GoTernmeat, 
and  as  one  of  the  sins  of  that  nation  from  which 
we  hare  rerolted,  we  must  of  necessity  legislate 
upon  this  subject,  it  is  our  business  so  to  legis- 
late, as  nerer  to  encourage,  but  always  to  con- 
trol this  eril  i  and^  while  we  strire  to  eradicate 
it,  we  ought  to  fix  its  limits,  and  render  it  subor- 
dinate to  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  and 
the  ffood  order  of  ci?U  society. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  the  eyes  of  Europe  are 
torned  upon  yon.  You  boast  of  the  freedom  of 
your  CoBstitntioo  and  your  laws ;  you  have  pro- 
oUimed,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
"That  all  men  are  created  e<)nal;  that  they  are 
eadowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalieii- 
aUe  rights;  that  amon^t  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;"  and  yet  you  ha?e 
skves  in  your  country.  The  enemies  of  your 
government,  and  the  legitimates  of  Europe, 
point  to  your  iaconsbtencies,  and  blazon  your 
supposed  defects.  If  you  allow  slavery  to  pass 
into  Territories  where  yon  have  the  lawful  power 
to  exclude  it,  you  will  justly  take  upon  yourself 
all  the  charges  of  inconsistency;  but,  confine  it 
to  the  original  slaveholding  Stales,  where  you 
found  it  at  the  formation  of  your  Qovernmeat, 
and  you  stand  acquitted  of  ail  impu4ation. 

Sir,  this  is  a  subject  upon  which  I  have  great 
feeling  for  the  honor  of  my  country.  In  a  former 
debate  upon  the  Illinois  constitution^  I  mentioned 
that  our  enemies  had  drawn  a  picture  of  our 
country,  as  holding  in  one  hand  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  and  with  the  other  brandishing 
a  whip  over  our  affrighted  slaves.  I  then  made 
it  my  boast  that  we  could  cast  back  upon  Eng- 
land the  accusation,  and  that  she  had  committed 
the  original  sin  of  bringing  slaves  into  our  coua- 
try.  Sir,  I  have  since  received,  through  the  poet 
omce,  a  letter,  post  marked  in  South  Carolina, 
and  signed  ^^A  naiive  rf  England^  desiring  that, 
when!  again  had  occasion  to  repeat  my  boast 
against  England,  I  would  also  state  that  she  had 
atoned  for  her  original  sin,  by  eaiablisluog  in  her 
slave  colonies  a  system  of  humane  laws,  amelio- 
rating their  condition,  and  providing  for  their 
safety,  while  America  had  committed  the  secon- 
dary sin  of  disregarding  theit  condition,  and  had 
even  provided  laws  by  wbicn  it  was  not  murder 
to  kill  a  slave*  Sir,  I  felt  the  severity  of  the  re- 
proof; I  felt  for  my  country.  I  have  inquired 
on  the  subject,  and  I  find  such  were  formerly  the 
laws  in  some  of  the  slaveholding  States;  and 
that  even  now,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
by  law.  the  penalty  of  death  is  provided  for  steal- 
ing a  slave,  while  the  murder  of  a  slave  is  pun- 
ished by  a  trivial  fine.  Such,  sir,  is  the  contrast 
and  the  relative  value  which  is  placed,  in  the 


opinion  of  a  slaveholdiw  8tate,bet«ceB  tkfny 
erty  of  the  master  and  the  life  of  a  ibTc. 

Sir,  gentlemen  have  undertakea  toeiiniuk 
and  to  draw  odious  eoatrasu  betwtes  dileta 
sections  of  our  country ;  I  shall  act  csKlatad 
arguments;  I  have  made  no  preteDeet»adi- 
sive  morality  on  this  subject,  either  for  D|d- 
or  my  constituents;  nor  have  I  csstisf  iapi- 
tations  on  others.  On  the  coBtrarj,lko}d;tti 
mankind  under  like  ctrcamstancfi  aie  ilife.tiK 
world  over.  The  vicioos  and  the  BBpiiici)iis 
are  confined  to  no  district  of  .cooBirf;iadu& 
for  this  portion  of  the  eoaauMiaity  vctnhnM 
to  legislate.  When  honorable  geadcwB  k/ara 
us  we  overrate  the  cruelty  and  tke^nftnot 
slavery,  and  tell  us  that  their  sUiMiRhftfyT 
and  contented,  and  would  uvea  ceoinbiutotilK 
safety,  they  tdl  us  but  very  litde;  tkeyisH 
tell  us,  that  while  their  slaves  ers  Jnjff,  at 
slaves  of  some  depraved  and  cnel  vmd  u 
their  neighborhood,  nay  not  be  soaiMic 
revenge,  and  thus  involve  the  conauy  is  m 
If  we  had  to  legislate  only  lor  such  geatkan 
as  are  bow  embraced  within  my  Tiev,tiiT 
against  robbing  the  mail  wcMrid  be  a  dkpiB 
upon  the  nation;  and,  as  useless,  I  weald  tori: 
from  the  pages  of  your  statute  book ;  yaaia- 
perience  has  taught  us  the  ncecMif  of  aei 
kws ;  and  honor,  justice,  and  policj,  ioeii  > 
the  wisdom  of  legislating  to  limit  the  exMMi 
of  slavery. 

Sir,  in  the  zeal  to  draw  sectional  coatiass.  ft 
have  been  told  by  one  gentleman,  that  foiicBB 
from  one  district  of  eounuy  talk  of  ibeii  leiftt 
and  their  morality,  while  those  of  aootberfnt- 
tise  it.  And  the  superior  liberality  bssbca  a* 
serted  of  Southern  gentlemen  over  thoitof  <k( 
North,  in  all  contributioos  to  moial  isitiawa 
for  Bible  and  missionary  societies.  Sir,  I  Bain- 
stand  too  well  the  pursuit  of  my  parpm  t^^ 
decoyed  and  drawn  off  into  the  dtfcoaioa^i 
collateral  subject.  I  have  no  iacliasiioB  locea* 
trovert  these  assertions  of  eomparaUTeiibeaittr 
Although  I  have  no  idea  they  arefoaadcdiibeL 
yet,  because  it  better  auiu  the  ol^iofmf  yia* 
ent  argument,  I  will,  on  this  occasioa,  adniiikff 
to  the  fullest  extent.  And  what  ii  tiie  feB|H 
Southern  gentlemen,  bv  their  superior  libenu^ 
in  contributions  to  moral  inatitutioas,jisiif^ 
in  the  first  rank,  and  hold  the  fifst  7^^^ 
brightest  page  of  the  history  of  ^^^^^vr?^ 
turn  over  this  page,  aad  what  do  foa  Anad . 
You  behold  them  coatribuiiag  to  icaditke  «^ 
trines  of  Christianity  in  every  4»it«  ^^  ^ 
globe.  Ton  behold  them  l«gislatiisioieew 
the  ignorance  and  stupidity  of  their  own  sirs 
You  behold  them  prewribiog,  bjr  lev,  ]^^ 
against  the  man  that  dares  teach  aacgrotoiw 
Such,  sir,  is  the  statute  law  of  the  SuKeof  vr 
ginia.  [Mr.  BAaasTT  aad  Mr.  Ttuk  aid  ^ 
there  was  no  such  law  in  Virgiais.1  l^o,v^^ 
Mr.  T.,  I  have  misspoken  myself;  1  oap' ^ 
have  said,  such  is  the  statute  law  of  tbe  Sta»« 
Georaia.  Yes,  air,  whUe  we  hear  of  a  i\^ 
which  civilizes  the  savages  of  all  eo<mtneir>^ 
carries  the  Gospel  alike  to  the  Hott^H<*^ 
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the  Hindoo,  it  has  been  veserred  for  the  Repnbliean 
State  of  Georgia,  not  content  with  the  care  of  its 
OTerseers,  to  legislate  to  secure  the  oppression 
and  the  ignorance  of  their  slares.  The  man  who 
there  teaches  a  negro  to  read  is  liable  to  a  crim- 
inal prosecution.  The  dark  benighted  beings  of 
all  creation  profit  by  our  liberalitf — save  those 
on  our  own  plantations.  Where  is  the  missionary 
who  possesses  subcient  hardihood  to  ventare  a 
residence  to  teaeh  the  slaves  of  «  plantation  ? 
Here  is  the  atain  I  Here  is  the  stigma  1  Which 
iasieiis  upon  the  character  of  oar  country ;  and 
which,  iA  the  appropriate  language  of  tbegenile- 
man  frona  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  ill  the  waters  of 
the  ocean  eaanot  wash  out|  which  seas  of  blood 
can  ottif  take  away. 

Sir,  there  is  vet  another,  and  an  important  point 
of  view  in  whieh  thb  subject  eusht  to  be  con- 
sidered.   We  have  been  told  by  those  who  ad- 
vocate the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  Missouri, 
that  any  attempt  to  control  this  subject  by  legis- 
lation is  a  violation  of  that  faith  and  mutual 
confidence  upon  whieh  our  Union  was  formed 
and  our  Constitution  adopted.    This  argument 
might  be  considered  plausible,  if  the*  restriction 
was  attempted  to  be  enforced  against  any  of  the 
slaveholding  States,  which  had  been  a  party 
in  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.    But  it  can 
have  no  reference  or  applieatioD  to  a  new  district 
of  country  recently  acquired,  and  never  contem- 
plated in  the  formation  of  the  Grovernment,  and 
not  embraced  in  the  mutual  concessions  and  de- 
clared faith  upon  which  the  Constitntioq  was 
adopted.    The  Constitution  provides  that  the 
Representatives  of  the  several   States  to  this 
House  shall  be  according  to  their  numbers,  inclu- 
ding  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  in  the  respective 
States.    This  is  an  important  benefit  yielded  to 
the  slaveholdiog  States,  as  one  of  the  mutual 
sacrifices  for  the  Union.    On  this  subject,  I  con- 
sider the  faith  of  the  Union  pledged,  apd  I  never 
would  attempt  coercive  manumission  in  a  slave- 
holding  State. 

But  none  of  the  causes  which  induced  the  sac- 
rifice of  this  principle,  and  which  now  produce 
such  an  unequal  representation  of  the  free  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  exist  as  between  us  and  the 
newly  acquired  territory  across  the  Mississippi. 
That  portion  of  country  has  no  claims  to  such  an 
unequal  representation,  uojust  in  its  results  upon 
the  other  States.  Are  the  numerous  slaves  in 
extensive  countries,  which  we  may  acquire  by 
purchase,  and  admit  as  States  into  the  Union, 
at  once  to  be  represented  on  this  floor,  under  a 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  granted  as  a  compro- 
mise and  a  benefit  to  the  Southern  States  which 
had  borne  part  in  the  Revolution  7  Such  an  ex- 
tension of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  would 
be  unjust  in  its  operations,  unequal  in  its  results, 
and  a  violation  orits  original  intention.  Abstract 
from  the  morar  effects  of  slavery,  its  political  con- 
sequences in  the  representation  under  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution  demonstrate  the  importance 
of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Sir,  I  shall  bow  in  silence  to  the  will  of  the 
majorityjtfn  whieh  ever  side  it  shall  be  expressed; 


yet  I  confidently  hope  that  majority  will  be  found 
on  the  side  of  an  amendment,  so  replete  with 
moral  consequences,  so  pregnant  with  important 
politic  results. 

After  a  long  debate  on  the  subject,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  first  member 
of  the  proposed  amendment,  in  the  following 
words : 

**  That  the  further  introduction  of  slavenr  or  invol- 
untary servitnde  be  prohibited,  except  fi>r  the  pnatsh- 
mant  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted." 

Which  question  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—*yeas  87,  nays  76, as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alien,  Andeison  of  Penn* 

Slvanla,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman,  Beeeher^  Bennett, 
oden,  Oampbell,  Clagett,  Comstock,  Grafts,  Ookli- 
man,  Dariington,  Drake,  ElBcott,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gage, 
OQbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasbronek,  Hen* 
dricks,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitchcock,  Hop* 
kinson,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntmgton, 
Irving  of  N«w  York,  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Lin- 
coln, Linn,  Livannore,  W.  •  Madaj,  W.  P.  Maelay, 
Marchand,  Mason  of  R.  Island,  Merrill,  Mills,  Robert 
Moore,  Bamuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Jer- 
emiah Nelson,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Pamng, 
Pitkin,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Sam^ 
son,  Bavage,  Bchuyler,  Bcudder,  Sergeant,  Sherwood, 
Silsbee,  Southard,  Spencer,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Tetry, 
Tompkins,  Townsend,  Upham,  WaUace,  Wendever, 
Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WUUams  of  Cennecti. 
cut,  WiUiams  of  New  York,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Wilson  of  PennsylTsnia— 87. 

Nat8<— Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson  of  Kentucky, 
Austin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bassett,  Bayley, 
Bloomfield,  Blount,  Bryan,  Borwell,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Cmger,  Culbreth,  David- 
son, Desha,  Edwards,  Errin  of  South  Carolina,  Fisher, 
Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hohnes, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentud^,  Jones, 
Lewb,  LittIe,Lowndes,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Illinois,  McCoy,  Marr,  Msson  of  Massaofansetts, 
Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  NesbUt,  New, 
Newton,  Ogden,  Owen,  Parrott,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pta- 
dall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold^ 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sunkins,  Sloeunb, 
8.  Smith,  BaL  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  8.  Smith,  Speed, 
Stewart  of  N.  Carolina,  Stewart  of  Maryland,  SUirrs, 
Terrell,  Trunble,  Tucker  of  Virgmia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker 
of  Kentucky,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — ^76. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  second  member  of  the  said  amendment,  which 
is  in  the  following  words : 

**Aiid  thai  all  ehildien  bom  within  the  said  State, 
after  the  admission  thereof  into  the  Union,  shall  be 
l»e  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  yeank" 

On  which  question  the  vote  was,  by  jreas  and 
nave— Ibr  the  second  part  82,  against  it  78,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts^ 
Anderson  of  Pennsylrania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Batemaa, 
Bennett,  Boden,  Clagett,  Comstock,  Crafts,  Cushmaa, 
Darlington;  Drake,  EUicott,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gage, 
Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasbrouck,  Hen- 
dricks, Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitchcock,  Ho^ 
«... Hostetter,   Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntingten, 
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bnngoi  New  York,  Kjumj,  Kirtlaad,  htmytx,  Lin* 
eohiv  Livcmiore,  W.  MacUj,  W.  P.  Mtdaj,  Marchaod, 
Merrilly  Mflb,  Robert  Moore,  Bamiiel  Mom,  Morton, 
Mofl^y,  Morray,  Jeremiah  If  eUon,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer, 
Pattenon,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Ridi,  Ricbarda,  Ro- 
gere,  Rngglea,  Samnon,  Bavage,  Boarder,  Sergeant, 
Bberwood,  Bilibee,  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Spencer,  Tall- 
nadge,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Towneend,  Upham, 
Wallace,  Wendorer,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Williams  of 
Connecticnt,  Williams  of  New  York,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
saehoaetts,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyhpama--8S. 

Nats— Messrs,  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentncky, 
Austin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bsasett,  Bayley, 
Beeeher,  Bloomfield,  Bkrant,  Bryan,  BorweD,  Batler 
of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Gobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Orug«r, 
Cnlbveth,  Davidson,  Desha,  Edwards,  Ernn  of  South 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  CaraUna, 
Hanison*  Hohnasi  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  ef 
Kentucky,  Jones,  Lewis,  Linn,  Little,  Lownde% 
McLean  of  DUnois,  McCoy,  Marr,  Mason  of  Massa* 
chosetts.  Mason  of  Rhode  Uand,  Middleton,  H.  Nel- 
son, T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,^ 
Owen,  Paixottp  Pegxam,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pleasant^ 
Poindexter,  Reed,  Rhoa,  Rrnggold,  Robertson,  Saw- 
yer, Settle,  Shaw,  8inikin%  Slocumb,  Ballard  Smith, 
Alexander  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  8peed»  Stewart  of  North 
Carolina,  Stons,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  TeireU,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina— 78. 

8o  the  whole  of  the  amendments^  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  were  ifreed  to. 

Some  other  amendments  having  been  made  to 
the  biU— 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  bill  as  says  that  the  new  State  ahali  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  "  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States.''  After  the  vote  just  taken, 
Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  a  manifest  inconsisteney 
in  retaining  this  provision. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Dmbba^  Mr. 
Cobb,  and  Mr.  Rhba.  to  show  why  they  ahould 
now  vote  afaittst  the  Dill ;  and  by  Mr.  Piteih ,  on 
the  other  side. 

Mr.  SooTT,  and  Mr.  Aubbrsoii  of  Kentaeky , 
greatly  as  they  had  been  opposed  to  the  iosertiou 
of  the  provision  which  had  been  so  moch  debated, 
yet  preferred  taking  the  bill  as  it  stood,  to  reject- 
ing it. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  eo- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading  was  then  decided  in 
the  affirmatiTe*«yeas  97,  nays  56,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massaehusettib 
Anderson  of  Pennsylvania,  Anderson  of  Kentuc^, 
Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohk»,  BaCeman,  Beeeher,  Bennell, 
Boden,  Campbell,  Olagett,  Colston,  Gomstoek,  Cralb, 
Crager,  Cushinan,  Darlington,  Drske,  ElUeott,  Fisher, 
Folger,  FuUer,  Gage,  OUbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Dekwai^ 
Haabrouck,  Hendricks,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heistar, 
Hitchcock,  Hopkinson,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter, 
Huntington,  Irving  of  New  York,  Kinamr,  Kirtland, 
Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lownaes,  McLane 
of  I>elaware,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maday,  Mardiand, 
Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Merrill,  Robert  Moore,  Sam'l 
Moore,  Morton,  Moselay,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Ogden,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  PatUrson,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  ] 


Rice,  Bieb,  Richardsb  Bogen,  R^iK  Smya 
Savage,  Sd^yler,  Scudder,  Seirgeant,  SbovM^Sa 
bee,  S.  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Soethird,  ^ 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Teny,  Tompkms,  Tvnmd  ly 
ham,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Weeterlo,  Whittdde,  ^ 
man,  Wilkm,  Williams  of  Connectiait,  WtEiisic 
New  York,  WUaon  of  Maaaadmsetls,  ind  WDssif 
Pennsylvsnia — 97. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anatin,  BsH,  BsrijosrofTe^ 
ginia,  Bassett,  Bayley,  BloondMd,  Btont,  Biw 
BurweU,  Butler  of  Lonisisiia,  Cebb,  OnrM.  06^ 
breth,  Davidson,  Desha,  Edwards,  Gsmt^  Hil  f 
Novth  CareliBa,  Hairieon,  Hotases,  MmmtfTf 
ginia,  Johnson  of  KenCu^,  Jese^,  liric^  MtCvj, 
Marr,  T.  M.  Nelsen»  New,  Kewlsn,  Oscs,  Pibs^ 
Pegiam,  Peter,  Pindall,  PlenaHilB,FaiakiiB,lNd, 
Rhest  Ringgold,  Robertson,  SetHs,  asv.Wai. 
Slocnmb,  Ballaid  Smith,  J.  8»  Steith,  8H,  8Mt 
of  North  Carolina,  Stona»  Teoell,  Umbk^Tubrif 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  CamGna,  Tfie,  Walbr 
of  Kentucky,  and  WiHiama  of  North  Csnliiii-3i 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  mditld 
time  to*morrow. 


Wednbsdat,  February  17. 

Mr.  RiOH,  from  the  Committee  of  Ciaioi;! 
which  was  referred  the  amendment  proposed  ^ 
the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  ad  for  m 
relief  of  Kenzie  and  Forsyth,"  rqwrtedtin 
agreement  to  the  said  amendment :  whicli  w 
ordered  to  be  concurred  in  by  the  Hoasc 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa,  from  the  same  cofflmii^'-^ 
which  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Stut 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  libn  £ 
Edward  McCartr,"  reported  the  mat  wiibait 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  commitied  toik 
Committee  of  the  Whole^  to  which  is  cmiasd 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  CJains. » :^ 
cases  of  Mary  Sears  and  William  B.  Stokes. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Commitiee  oi  ?u- 
fate  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  tbeiil^ 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "^An  actconfinBifigi^ 
claim  of  Alexander  Macomb  to  a  tnctofluiia 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  reoorted  the  suk 
without  amendment;  and  the  bi&wuonlerai» 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  (he  Hosse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  tiiis  Hoose 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a  coopur  ^ 
build  a  bridge  oyer  the  Eastern  Blanch  wF<^ 
mac,  between  the  termination  of  Beieit^  lad 
Twelfth  streets,  east,  in  the  City  of  WubuV»»i 
with  amendments.  They  hare  abo  pia<^  \ 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  respecting  tkioeaiioQof 
certain  sections  of  lands  to  be  gnated  for  tbe 
seat  of  government  in  the  State  of  bditu  j 
in  which  amendmenu  and  last  meotiooed  bill 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Seoate » 
the  bill  of  the  Rouse  last  mentioned,  were  tm 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  eotided  'As  aet  r^ 
specting  the  location  of  certain  seetiosf  ofbo^ 
to  be  granted  for  the  seat  of  gorenuoest  is^ 
Sute  of  Indiana,"  was  read  twice  and  refencd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Laads. 
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SENATE. 


A.  Page. 

Ab)M>tty  Swnady  Mr.  Edwardg  pretented  the  pe- 
tition of        281 

Atelition  of  SkTOiy,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memoriftl  of  the  American  Convention  Ibr 
the  promotion  of  the,  referred         -        •      85 

Abom,  Xoseph,  Mr.  Bnrrill  presented  the  petition 

of,  refeired 31 

Aecoonts,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of     •      19 

Adjonmmen^  the  usual  resolntions  preparatory 

to  -' S88 

AgeBt  for  paying  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the 
Honse  of  RepresentatiTes  to  authorize  the 
Secretajy  of  War  to  appoint  an  additional, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  read      •        •    213 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    S14 
reported  without  amendment     -       •       .    223 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...    S76 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    279 

Alabama  Territory,  Mr.  Tait  presented  the  me- 
morial of  me  Legislature  of,  praying  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  a  State,  dte., 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  68 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  ot,  to  form  a  State 
government,  dtc.,  read  -        ...        -      76 

read  a  second  time 79 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  iH 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  121 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 262 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        *    263 

Alburgh  and  Champlion,  Mr.  Ticbenor  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Gommittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  to  in9nire 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  the  two 
districts  of,  into  one        •        -        •        -211 
considered,  and  agreed  to  •        -        -        •*    214 
AUbin,  John,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  ......    266 

the  committee  discharged  therefrom  -       -    278 

Alleghany  Mountains,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  to  establish  a  judicial  die* 

trict  in  Virgiiiia,  west  of  the,  read  •        -  28 

read  a  second  time»  and  referred         -        -  29 

retorted  without  amendment     •       •       .  37 

refonred  to  the  Judidaiy  Committee  -       -  79 

reported  with  amendments         ...  102 

oraeied  to  a  third  reading  •        .        •        •  igg 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  188 
Aaelnngy  Ferdinand  L.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •       •       .       .  186 
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American  Manufactures,  the  memerial  of  <he 
Delairare  Society  for  &e  insmotaon  oi( 
was  presented,  read,  and  referred   -       •?    231 
Armory,  National,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  ihe 

petition  ol^  referred  -  -29 

committee  discharged,  and  leara  grnnled  to 
wididiuw  the  papers  •       *•     82 

Andenon,  John,  Mr*  Ruggles  presented  the  p»* 

tition  of,  referred 169 

a  fevorable  report  thereon  -       -       *       .    f^ 
concuired  in,  and  a  bill  ordered         -        •    !30^ 
a  bUl  for  relief  of,  read        -        -        -        -    211 
read  a  second  time    .        .        -       .       .    214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •        -    269 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       •    272 
Aibutbnot  and  Amfarister.   (See  Seminok  War.) 
Armstrong,  John,  a  hiU  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives directing  peynent  of  certain 
bills  drawn  by,  in  fevor  of  William  Mor^ 
gan,  read      •        -        -        •        .        .      80 
read  a  second  time,  and  reAjnred        -        -      81 
reported  without  amendment     •       -       -    167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  .     -        -    224 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasied  •        -        .    227 
Amy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 

member -      5[7 

Arnold*  Thomas,  Mr.  Hanter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  refeired      .....      66 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .        .        .      )18 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        •    198 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
placing  all  criminal  and  other  prosecu- 
tions, in  which  the  United  States  shall  be 
a  party,  under  the  direction  of  the  -       -    17^ 
agreed  to,  and  referred       -        -        •        -190 
Austin,  Caleb,  advene  report  on  the  petition  of  -    161 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    214 
Azson,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  die 

petition  o(  referred        ...        -      86 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         .        -        -    273 

read  a  second  time 281 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    287 

B. 

Ball,  Mottram,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Repre* 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  read  the  first  and 

second  time,  and  referred       ...  igO 

reported  with  an  amendment     .        •        •  89 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  *       •       •        -  128 

read  the  third  time,  and  ptased  as  amtttded  187 
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P«ge. 
Btnk  of  the  United  States,  a  report  from  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  i undrj 
statements  respecting  the,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  last  session      42 
Mr.  King  presented  a  memorial  of  certain 

stockholders  of  the,  which  was  read      S34,  S76 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the,  read         ....    270 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -271 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    286 
Bannon,  Michael,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the 
Committee  of  Pensions,  dec,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of 97 

Barbour,  James,  of  Viiginia,  look  his  seat  11 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  officers    -        •        -        -      27 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Ljon    -      49 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  organisation  of 

the  courts 91 

speech  ol^  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 161 

election  of,  as  President  of  Senate  pro /em.  282 
thanks  of  the  Senate  ToUd  to  ...  287 
address  of,  in  reply   -        -        •        -        •    288 

BftROWy  Matthew,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition ol^  referred 30 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read         -        -        -  87 

read  a  second  time    •        •        •       -        -  41 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        ^        •  59 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  68 

Barton,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  o^  read  -  •  68 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  64 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  66 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  70 

Batman,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read        -        -    233 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -    235 
reported  with  amendments        -        •        -    281 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    284 
Bay,  Elisha  Halls,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 110 

Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  Mr.  Morril  sulmitted  a  resolution 
authorizing,  to  appoint  an  assistant,  dec, 

read  twice 11 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •       19 
Beck,  Paul,  jr.,  and  Thomas  Sparks,  Mr.  Tiche- 

nor  presented  the  petition  of       -        -      88 
Ballt  George,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Pensions, 
dtc,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  pension  to    -        •        -        -33 

resolution  agreed  to 33 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in         -      85 
Bell,  William,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 81 

adverte  report  thereon      -        -        -        -.    179 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -191 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    225 
Biggar,  James.    (See  Mangera,) 
Birdseye,  Nathan  Q.,  and  Daniel  Booth,  Mr. 

Daggett  presented  the  petition  of,  referred     197 
a  bill  fi>r  the  ralief  of,  read        ...    soo 


191 
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Birdseye,  N.  O.,  dcc^-continued.  }^t. 

read  a  second  time    -        -       -      -     »  X 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -      •     •  s^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       •     .  % 
Bombardiers,  dtc,  Mr.  Fromentia  Mifaniitd  i 
resolution  respecting  a  grant  of  bosnij 
lands  to         -        -        -       .      .     .  : 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  CoDBittae  «f 
Public  Lands         -        -       .      .     .    : 
Bonds  for  Duties,  Mr.  Williams,  of  lliwminii. 
submitted  a  resolution  calling  fa  u  ib> 
street  of  all   -        -        -        -      •     >  SI 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  BecRturof 
the  Treasury         -        -       -     •     .  tt 
Boogard,  Antoine.    (See  Dozet,  JonfL) 
Boundaries  of  Districts,  bill  to  designsia  tk,Rii 
read  a  second  time    -        .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  *     • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed      •     • 
returned  from  the  House  of  ReprcNDtithta 

with  an  amendment 

considered  and  disagreed  to      -      •     • 

Brady,  James,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petitioii 

o(p  referred    -        -         .... 

Brewster,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  DiekenoB  pR- 

sented  the  petition  ot,  referred      •     • 

British  Claims  to  Lands  in  Mississippi,  Mr. Lob 

presented  the  memorial  of  the  Lcfiditnn 

of  said  State,  respecting,  read       -     • 

British  Parliament,  Mr.  Macon  conummiotfJ 
to  the  Senate  three  acts  of  the,  read     • 
British  Subjects,  a  Message  from  the  Prendeat 
of  the  United  States  with  copiei  of  appli- 
cations received  from  the  BriM  MiDii' 
ter  in  behalf  of  certain,  dbc,  read  and  n* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiaii     • 
Brook,  George  M.,  and  Edmund  P.  KenncdT,i 
bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTei^ 
the  relief  of,  resd   .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Brown«  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion o^  referred      .        .        .      - 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .      - 
considered,  and  concurred  in     • 
Brown,  ISficholas,  and  Thomas  P.  Ives,  Mr.  But 
rill  presented  the  memorial  ot,  rekmi 
adverse  report  thereon 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Brown,  John  O.,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  lh«  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .         .        .      • 
adverse  report  thereon 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Mr.  Mellen  presented  another  pelitioBo( 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  uA  tn 
eluded  in  the  above  report 
Brown,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  Hooeeoflicp' 
resentatives  for  relief  of - 
read  a  first  time        •        .        .      - 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  refeiTed 
reported  without  an  amendment 
oidered  to  a  third  reading        -      * 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  sad  peM" 
as  amended  -        -        •        •       - 
Brown,  Noah,  and  others,  Mr.  King  pretfoied 
the  memorial  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read 
indefinitely  postponed       •       •      • 
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SemUe  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


BaehuiAm,  John*  and  ^^p^  MUMogt  Mr.  Smith 

presenlad  the  petitioa  of,  i«f«rrad  • 

•dvene  reports  thereon     •       .       .       • 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

Bnrghart,  Adolphus,  e  bill  Mm  the  House  of 

RepresentatiTesfor  relief  o(  read   - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 

Burnett,  Hark.    (See  Pm-y,  Wm.  N,) 
BurriUy  James,  jr.,  from  Rhode  Island,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  certatn 
salaries  ------ 

speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  ooneeming  controfer- 
sies  between  States       .        .        •        • 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  sick  seamen 
Business,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representativee  for  a  eonunktee  to  inquire 
concerning  the,  necessaij  to  be  transact- 
ed, dec,  read  three  times  bj  consent, 
agreed  to,  and  a  joint  oommittee  ap^ 
pointed         -      .  - 
report  of  said  joint  committee,  read    - 
Botler,  Robert,  Adjutant  General,  dec,  a  com- 
munication from,  in  relation  to  his  testi- 
mony before  the  Seminole  committee^ 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
Callan*  Patrick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read    -        •        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        •        ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pafsed  .    - 

C. 

Capitol  Square,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  surrounding 
the,  with  a  stone  footway       -        -        . 
considered,  and  sgreed  to  - 
Carrere,  John  and  Henry  Messonier,  Mr.  John- 
son presented  the  petition  of  - 
Cassin,  Mary,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -        -        -  ,      - 
committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  the  Secretary  of  War 
report  of  said  officer  referred  to  a  committee 
the  oommittee  discharged  -        -   '    - 
Cast-Iron  Pipes,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  City  Councils  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  remission  of  duty  on,  referred    - 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  - 
Canses  depending  in  the  Courts,  Mr.  Sanford 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  At- 
torney General  to  procure  and  report,  at 
next  session,  a  list  of,  dec. 
modified,  and  agreed  t5    -        -        -        - 
Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fromentin  the  petition  of,  pre- 
sented at  last  session,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  .        -        - 
a  ImII  confirming  certain  lands  to,  read 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        •        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        - 
Certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill 
more  eflfectually  to  provide  ferthe  punish- 
ment of,  read        •       «       .       •       . 
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read  a  second  time    -        -        •        •        -      41 
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referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
reported  without  amendment  «  -  • 
ortlered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time  .  -  .  -  • 
recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Chaplains,  on  n^otion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  jbint  re»- 
ohiticm  for  th«  appoiatnent  of  two^  was 
adopted 

Chapman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition o^  referred 

adverse  report  thereon       .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        - 

Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Agencies,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Misnsslppi,  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting extra  allowances  to  the  postmas 

ters  at  the 

agnreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com 
tntttee  -' 

Chivois,  William,  the  memorial  of,  was  read,  and 
referred         -        - 

Circuit  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction 

of  the,  read  -       -       -  .    - 

read  a  second  time    *        .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of 

Ckrkt  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 

Clark,  James  H.,  Mr.  Stone  presented  the  petitMm 

of,  referred    .        .        -        -        - 

committee  discharged,  and  the  Committee 

of  Claims  substituted  ... 
adverse  report  from  said  committee  • 
the  petition  recommitted  .  -  - 
adverse  report  repeated  ... 
the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Clark,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -        -        -        -        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        •        •  - 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        • 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed  - 
Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 
Department,  read  twice,  and  referrsd 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 
report  from  the  Na^y  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  its-        -        -- 
report  from  the  Tnasury  Department 

Clothing  the  Army,  Mr.  Roggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution instructing  the  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of,  in 
domestic  manufactures  -      -  - 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
said  committee  reported  it  inexpedient       -^ 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  report  was  made 
and  withdravm 
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Clwftlng  Tnde,  Mr.  Kiog  rabmittad  t  reiola- 

tioD  eoDoerning  the       -        •        .       •  68 

mgtted  to,  mnd  tQbject  ntemd  -        •        -  69 
m  bill,  lupplementa!  to  the  act  ooncomiDg 

the,  retd Ill 

retd  m  second  time 129 

ordered  to  m  third  reading  -        •        .        .  3S8 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  %30 
returned  from  the  Honae  of  RepresentatiYes 

"vrith  amendments 363 

coMidaeed^  and  eoncaiTed  in     -       •       .  368 
Cele,  Mehitabie,  >  hlU  ftwn  tha  Honte  of  Sepre- 
eentatiYea  granting  the  landa  therein  men* 

tMned(o,read 86 

read  a  third  time,  and  refenad  -        -       •  39 

reported  withont  amendment    -       -       «  66 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       ...  68 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       •       .  76 
Collecton  of  Cnatoma,  Mr.  8torer  snbmitted  a 

resolution  relative  to  the  eompeneatieBef  168 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee       •  170 

the  oommittee  discharged  •       ...  193 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmmwj 

exhibiting  the  emolnmenti  of  the  -       -  366 

Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Oold^rougfa  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  300 

the  coffiOHtlae  disdiarged  ....  379 
Gfiiumbian  United  Abolition  Society,  Mr.  Noble 

presented  the  petition  of  the  -        -        -161 
Oemmerce  and  Manu&etnres,  appointment  of 

the  standing  eommitlee  of     .       .       -  19 
Otaant,  Shiibael,  Mr.  Roggles  preeented  the  pe- 
tition oC  reftned   67 

Congi'sss^m  bill  to  Its  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of,  read   --....  370 

read  a  oeeond  time 376 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  388 

Constitation,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  offered  certain  pro- 
ceedings and  instructions  of  the  Legula- 
ture  of  New  York,  proporing  an  amend* 

menttothe  ? 33 

Mr.  Storer  the  same,  from  the  Legislature  of 

New  Hampshire  •  -  >  -  -  34 
Mt.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution   to 

amend  the,  read  .....  33 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  89 
reported  withont  amendment  ...  70 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  .....  159 
▼•te  reconsidered,  and  resolution  reftired  to 

a  select  committee  ....  168 
reported  with  amendments  •  •  -  174 
ordeied  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  190 
reoottmitted  to  same  •        .        -    197 

reported  with  amendments,  and  oidered  te 

a  third  reading  •  .  .  •  .  3O8 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    807 

Mr.  Daggett  oommuuieated  leaolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  relating 
to  an  amendment  of  the         .       •       -      43 

Contracts,  report  o^  made  hj  Comaissaoners  of 

the  Navy Ill 

report  of,  by  the  War  Department     -        -  368 
Controversies  between  Sutee,  a  bill  preseribing 

the  mode  of  deciding,  dec,  lead     .        .  74 

read  a  second  time   .•        -        -        .        -  83 

referred  to  the  Jndiciaiy  Committee  - .      •  118 

reported  with  amendments        *        •        -  130 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  3Q0 


Cooper,  Jaeeb,  Mr.  Meirew  pressnlsd  Ibe  fHh 

tion  of,  referred     -       .      .     .     . 

Cotftineau,  Lucy,  Mr.  Robert*  picse&Mtiiepe' 

tition  o(  referred   ... 

advene  rcpovt  thoMOn 

considered  and  oenenned  in     • 

Cnwferd,   WiUiam,  Mr.  Noble  pnsoitodtbe 

petition  o(  refeived 

committee  discharged 

Credit  on  Lands,  Mr.  King  suhanttsd  imdIi- 

tion  to  abolish  the 

agsced  to,  and  refetred  to  the  Cmstet 

of  Public  Lands     .        ... 

Crittenden,  J.  J.,  of  Kentttcky,  attanM  - 

remarks  of,  in  the  oaee  of  Matthew  Ljw 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Monil  ind  oto 

on  the  bill  relative  to  eontroveniei,  &e. 


?«^ 


eulogy  pf«n«Dneed  by,  on  Mr.  Mormir 

Crook,  Winiam  and  Jame^  a  bill  fernfitf 

twiee  read     ..... 

referred  to  the  Finance  Conmultbe  - 

Customs,  report  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Tr» 

sury  of  the  oiieee  of,  &at  may  be  np- 

pfessed  •       •       ■      ■ 

referred  to  the  Coemiittee  on  FhMiiee 

Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Hunter  praeeoted  ^ 

memorial  e^  referred     • 

commHiee  disdiarged 

D. 

Daggett,  David,  of  Conneelicnt,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  th< 

dal  system    .        •.        .       . 

on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  C(nutitfltin 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticnt,  attended 

Davis,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Goldabonsi^pn' 

sented  the  petition  o(  refened 
Davis,  Heniy,  a  bill  from  the  Howe  of  8if» 
sentatives  fer  relief  of,  read    • 
read  a  seoood  time,  and  refeired 
reported  without  amendmeiit    - 
ordered  to  a  thbd  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed 
Davis,  Willian^  a  letter  from,  oiSuiAf  hisMitf 

a  candidate  for  the  printing  • 

Deaf  and  Dnmb,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Bip- 

resentatives  in  behalf  of  the  Coanidket 

Asylum  for  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  oidered  te  §  t^ 

reading         .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Dearborn,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Otis  pnssDted  (bip 

tition  of,  refeired   -       .       •     • 

committee  discharged       *       •     ' 

De  Kraft,  Edward,  a  letter  from,  ofGanngfoitbe 

printing         .... 

Dequindre,  Louis,  and  Antoine,  a  bill  lor  the  1*- 

liefof,  read   -        -       •  '    .      • 

read  a  second  time    .       .       -     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        • 

Derangement  of  the  Cmrency ,  Mr.  GoldebaoOP 

presented  the  memoiisl  of  sandij  oiu^ 

of  Maryland,  relating  to  l^  Inh,  i^^f*^ 

Dcslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  pMentedtw 

petition  of,  lefened        -      -      -     ' 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 


79 

« 

II 

m 

193,111 


lU 
90 


us 


if 
rr 


II 
an 

SI! 


18! 
Ill 

« 

ss 


HI 

» 

ISO 

2fi 


11 
-A 


19 

Iff 


X 


INDEX. 


Senate  Proceedinge  and  Debaiee, 


40 


336 
333 
374 
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178 
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bill  read  a  eeeond  time       .        •        •        •    301 

ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading  ...    366 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -    369 

Destrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnaon  preaenied  the  pe 

tition  of,  referred    .... 
)etroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powera  of  the  Com 
miaaiefiera  for  aacertainiag  and  deddtng 
daima  lo  landa  in  the  Diatrici  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    -        .        •        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time^  and  paaaed 

)ickerion,  Mahton,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 
•peeoh  of,  on  hia  reaolntion  to  amend  the 
Gonatitntton  .... 

Krect  Tax,  Mr.  Mellen  anbmitted  a  reaolntion 
relative  to  amending  the  law  laying  a 
agreed  t4>,  and  referred      ... 

hatrict  of  Colnmbia,  appointment  of  the  atand 

ing  committee  on  the    ... 
)iz,  John  A.,  Mr.  Storra  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  "  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

^ocamenta,  Mr.  Barrill  sabmitted  a  reaolntion 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  to  lay  before  the  Sea  ate  copies  of 
the  several  papera  and,  referred  to  in  hia 
Message        ...... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
aent  Uie  reaolntion         .... 

a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident,  in  reply 
ditto,  with  additional  papera,  and 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea,  authorizing  the  tranamisaion  of  cer- 
tain, free  of  poatage,  read  twice 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poat  Officea 

and  Poat  Roada 30 

reported,  without  amendmenla  -        -        -      31 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      33 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased         •        -      34 

^mestic  Manufacturea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rog- 
glea,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  watt 
on  the  Preaident  of  the .  United  Statea, 
and  request  him  to  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  ita  next  aeaaion,  a  report  of  facta,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  clothing  the  army  in  -  168 
k)nglaa,  Hannah,  Mr.  Daggett  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 31 

'oxet,  Joseph,  and  Antoine  Bougard,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  *  .  .  .  .  303 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  306 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  356 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    869 

^nel,  Mr.  Morril  sabmitted  a  reaolution,  requeat- 
ing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
strike  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  all  those  officers  who  aided  or  coun- 
selled the,  between  A.  T.  Mason  and 
John  M.  McCarty 313 

InelUng,  Mr.  Morril  also  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the,  expediency  of  provid- 
ing, by  law,  for  the  punishment  of  all  per- 
sons  concerned  in,  within  the  Diatrict  of 
Columbia 333, 

15th  Con.  22d  Sess. — b 


36 

31 
35 

85 


36 


Page. 
Dutiea  on  Tonnage,  a  bill  further  aupplementary 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of, 

read 331 

read  a  aecond  time 3f7 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  383 
Dnverge,  Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnaon  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -  39 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  313 

read  a  aecond  time    .....  314 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  369 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased         •        -  388 

E. 
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195 
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184 
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Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the 
Honae  of  Repreaentativea  [to  ineoipovate 
the,  read        --.-.- 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
East  Florida,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, authorizing   the  President  of   the 
United  Statea  to  take  provisional  posaea- 

sion  of 

the  reaolution  withdrawn  .... 

(See  FioridoM.)  # 

Eaton,  John  Henry,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Executive  of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  G. 
W.  Campbell,  resigned,  waa  qualified,. &c. 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  contro- 
versies between  the  States      ... 
on  Mr.  Laoock's  motion  to  appoint,  a  mem- 
ber of  th'e  Seminole  committee,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Forsyth  resigned 
Edgar,  William,  and  Alexander  Macomb,  Mr. 
Sandford  presented  the  petition   of,  re- 
ferred   ...-,.- 
committee  discharged        .... 

Edwards,  Ninian,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dbc.  ..... 

drew  the  lot  for  his  term  to  expire  March  3, 

1819 

Edwards,  Abraham,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tichenor, 
the  Committee  of  Pensions,  dtc,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorising  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place, 
on  the  pension  list         .... 
report  of  said  committee,  read    ... 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Preaident.  (See 
Constitution,    Mr.  Diekerson^s   amend- 
ment.) 
Elliot,  Jonathan,  letter  from,  offering  for  the 

printing         .        -        -        •        - 
Engroeaed  Bills,  appointment  of  the  Committee 
on         ----.. 

Entriea  of  Landa,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  correc 
tion  of  errora  in,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time    .        .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Eppes,  John  W.,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  contro- 
versies   193,  194,  196 

Estimates  of  moneys  required  for  the  War  De- 
partment       .--.--     175 
Executive  Seasion,  proceedinga  of  the  Senate  in, 

on  the  colonial  trade      ....    349 


88 
3a 


308 
338 


381 
13 

338 
336 
316 
379 
11 


XI 


INDEX. 


X£ 


Senate  Proceedinge  and  Debaifs. 


Page. 
Expenditure  and  application  of  Moneya,  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on    -        -     1 1 1 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on      -        -     166 
Exportation  of  United  States  Coins,  Mr.  Foreyth 

•obmitted  a  resolution  concerning  -        •      33 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee .......34 

the  report  in  foil  of  said  committee    -        -     179 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  subject  of  the 181 

the  Senate  resolve  that  it  is  not  expedient 
lo  legislate  on  the  aobject       ...     198 
Exports  and  Imports,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the         -        -        -      70 
■greed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committte  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures         -        -      74 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a 
resolution  for  allowance  of,  to  messengen 
and  servants  of  the  Senate,  read     •        •    S76 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  ...    281 

P. 

False  Entries  for  Drawback,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  RepreiMntatiTes,  providing  ad-  , 
ditional  penalties  for,  read      -        -        -     813 
/ead  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    314 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    828 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    353 

Farish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  76 
resd  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  76 
reported  with  amendmenli  ...  97 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  170 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   .......     174 

Fatigue  Duty,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 

Army  when  employed  on»  read      •        .     187 

read  a  second  time 186 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    336 
resd  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    838 

Felonies  on  the  high  seas,  00  motion  of  Mr. 
Floyd,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  law  to  define  piracies,  and  ...    464 
Felts,  Archibald,  Mr.  Crittenden  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    280 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    235 
Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  oommit* 

tee  of 19 

Fires  in  the  City  of  Washington,  Mr.  Morril 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  ex- 
tinguishment of     -        -        •        .        -      76 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  District  Com- 
mittee   78 

a  hill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en- 
gines, dbc,  read 210 

read  a  second  time 212 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    269 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    272 
Fisk,  Experians,  Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        .        .  •      -        .     173 
committee  discharged        ....     269 
Florida,  East  and  West,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Sutes  to  take  posses- 
sion of,  read         .....       279 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    28O 


Fknida,  East  and  West— eoatioiMd.  P^ 

hill  road  the  third  time,  and  paaaad    -       •  % 
House  of  Representativee  eoocorred  in  al 
.  the  amendments  except  oim,  firom  whiii 
the  Senate  receded  -         -        -       •  W 

Floridas,  Mr.  Johnson  submitlad  m  reaelntieu  re- 
questing of  the  Preatdent  of  the  Unitsd 
Ststes  copies  of  any  oorreffpoodeBes  witk 
the  Government  of  Spain,  in  idalaoa  to 
the  cession  of  the  -  -  -  .  .  y 
the  reeolution  withdrawm  -  -  .  .  i<( 
Ford,  Nathan,  Mr.  King  preaantad  tha  patilisa 

of,  referred    -        -        •         -        -      •    19 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -      .   JS. 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  •  192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  87 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaard  -        .      .  tjg 

Foreign  Coins,  Mr.  Ssnford  anbmittod  a  roiola 

tioo  coDcarning  the  carrency  of     *      -    S 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Fiaanec  C«sb- 

mittae  •  -  .  .  .  .  .  s 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  currency  d,  laad  •  177 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  IS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  n; 
read  the  third  time,  and 
returned  from  the  House  of 

with  amendments,  and  concnrred  in 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  Oie  ctandisf 

committee  of-        -        -         .        .       .    :t 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  aabmitlad  a  rsis- 
lution  instructing  the  Committee  afPabic 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedteacy  af 
continuing  in  force  the  act  to  anspend  ibr 
a  limited  time  the  aaJe  or,  for  non-psj- 
ment     -        -        -        <-         •        --S 
considered  and  agreed  to    -         -        .      .    s 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  read    -         •        .      .    3; 
read  a  aecond  time    -         -         -         .      .    tf 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Seoetaiyof 
the  Treasury  waa  directed  to  famish  cer- 
tain information  on  the  auhject        •       -    M 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  obedience  -       -   W 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -       -IS 
read  the  third  time,  and  paesed  -        •       •    ir 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Goldsborough  preeented  the 

petition  of,  referred         •         -        .       .     31 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        .       .    6 

resd  the  second  time  -         ...     97 

the  third  reading  negatived         -        .       .   SOi 
Forsyth,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legn- 
lature  of  Georgia,  in  place  of  Gcotgc  If. 
Troup,  resigned,  was  qualified*  dbc       •     ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  amend  tke 

Constitution  -        -        -         ...   207 
a  letter  from,  giving  notice  of  hia  resigastisn    237 

Forsyth,  M.  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Tait  prcssntsd 

the  memorial  of,  referred         .        .       .      S7 
Fonyth,  Eliiabeth  B.  H.,  Mr.  Williams  of  Ten* 

nes«ee  presented  the  petition  oC  referred    101 
adverse  report  thereon        -        .        .       -    Ml 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        .       -    351 
Fowler,  Christopher,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      -        ...     77 
adverse  rejiort  thereon       -  .       .   Sfl 

the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  9Sf 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •  -  -  SIl 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  .  .  ti4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  S69 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .       .  S7S 
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Prancisco,  Peter,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the 
Committee   of  Penfiioni»  dtc,  were  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  to        -        -        -     170 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        -        -     191 
Prench,  Thomas.     (See  Kinsley y  Adams^ 
Priends,  Mr,  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Society  of,  in  New  England,  referred  •  64 
Mr.  King  do.  of,  in  N.  York,  referred  to  same  71 
Mr.  Morril  do.  of,  in  Baltimore,  referred  to 

same  -  •••.•.73 
Mr.  Rogglea  do,  of,  in  Ohto^  Indiana,  and 

Illinois 87 

Mr.  Roberts  do.  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, and  Maryland      ....     120 
Prink,  Lather.     (See  Ring^  Hannah,) 
Fromentin,  Elegiua,  of  Louisiana,  attended      -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Stark 7S 

on  the  bill  relating  to  State  controTeraies  -     198 
Fuller,  Stephen,  Mr.  Morril  preaenled  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        .        .        •        •      S6 
adverse  report  thereon       ....      37 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        •        -      41 

O. 

Qaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolinat  attended     •      11 
the  President  of  the  Senate  communicated 

the  credentials  oU  read,  dbc   ...    368 
vote  of  thanks  to,  as  President  pr0  iem.    -    367 
address  of  thereon    .....    388 
dales  6l  Seaton,  letter  from,  offering  for  the 

printing 883 

the  election  of,  as  printers  to  the  Senate    -    886 
Gardiner,  John,  a  letter  from,  presenting  mape 
of  Alabama  and  the  bounty  lands  of  Mis. 
souri     -•^....•39 
Georgetown,  Delaware,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van 
Dyke,  the  Committee  on  Post  Ofiicee, 
dtc,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  additional  al- 
lowance to  the  postmasters,  &c     -        -     187 
Gibson,  George,  Commissary  General,  a  comma- 
nication  from,  relative  to  his  testimony 
before  the  Seminole  committee,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed       ...    284 
Giles,  Aquilla,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ...-••      69 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -78 
read  a  second  time    .        -        •        -        .      80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...      83 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -      84 
Gill,  George*  Mr  Morrow  presented  the  memo- 
rial 0^  referred      •        .        •        -        -    111 
Goddard,  Nathaniel  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred       •        •      81 
i^adverse  report  thereon       .        •        •        •      73 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    168 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers         -     313 
Godfroy,  Gabriel,  Mr.  Rugbies  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....      35 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        .        -        -169 
read  a  second  time    •                 .        -        •     193 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    «  •        -        -    837 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    838 
Goldsbonmgh,  Robert  H.*  of  Maryland,  attended       1 1 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  read 881 
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bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        •  883 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        •  866 
read  a  third  time,  passed  with  amendments  SM 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  from  whidi 
the  Senate  receded         .        .        .        «  375 
Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanford  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        •        -        •        -  110 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      ....  333 

read  a  second  time 336 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  377 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  379 
Green,  James,  dr  Company,  Mr.  Wilson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred       -        .  169 
Green  Bay,  Mr.  Morrow  preeented  the  memorial 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  concerning  titles 
to  land,  dec.,  referred     ....  300 
Greenleaf,  Abner,  Mr«  Storer  presented  the  peti^ 

tion  of,  referred 77 

adverse  report  thereon       -        ...  86 

considered,  and  concurred  in      •        .        -  91 
Querlin,  Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johnson  preeented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        «  39 

a  bill  fer  the  relief  of,  read         ...  197 

read  a  second  time 301 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .....  366 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        •  369 
GunboaU  No.  149  and  No.  164,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  anthorixiDg  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  officers 

and  crews  of,  read         •        .        «        .  161 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -164 

reported  without  amendment    •        •        •  167 

the  third  reading  negatived        -        -        -  318 

H. 

Half-pay  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  extending  the  term  of, to 
the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi- 
cers, seamen,  Slc,  read  ....    374 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    376 
reported  without  amendment     ...    377 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -    384 
Hknseatic  Cities,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  appli- 
cations from  the  Minister  resident  of  Prus- 
sia and  the,  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations   .        .        - 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  attended       ... 
Harbaugh,  William,  and  E.Potter,  Mr.  Ruggles 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
adverse  report  thei  eon        .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Hardinsville,  Kentucky,  Mr.  Talbot  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  ]pipai  office  at, 

referred 800 

Harper,  Samuel  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of»  read  -  -  76 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  76 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  97 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -166 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  168 
Hart,  Eli.  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  - 110 

a  favorable  report  thereon  ....  180 
ordered  that  a  bill  be  reported  -  -  -  198 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  800 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        -        .    308 
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bill  ordeMd  to  a  third  reading    .        .        - 
read  the  third  time*  and  pawed 
Haalett,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ------ 

adTerse  report  thereon       .... 

Satteras,  dtc.,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resohition, 
inetrncting  the  Naval  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorising 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  shoals  of  Cape 
agreed  to,  and  committee  so  instructed 
(See  North  CaroUna.) 
Hay,  John,  and  otheis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        • 
Hayti,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolution  of  inqui 
ry  concerning  seixures,  &c,  of  American 
vessels  by  the  Government  of 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed    • 
Btoath,  Nathaniel  H.    (See  Renner,  DanUL) 
Henley,  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred      -        -         •        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  oi^  read 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        » 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Higgins,  Charles,  Mr.  Lacoek  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        - 

adverse  report  thereon        -        •        - 

considered,  and  concurred  in      •        • 

Hill,  Recs,  Mr.  Ijocoek  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  .        -        .        -        - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -        .        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 

committee  discharged        .        -        . 

Hogan,  Michael,  Mr.  Guldsborough  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

amended,  and  concurred  in    - 

Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  Mr.  Daggett  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        - 

report  thereon  read    -        -        -        . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

I. 
Illinois,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of,  into  the  Union,  twice  read,  and 
referred  --.... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanfoitl,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Sutes  within      -        -        -        - 
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agreed  to,  and  the  committee  so  instroctsd     tl 
a  bill  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
tha  United  States  within  the  Bute  of, 

read 74 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thhrd 
reading  ......     76 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -       -     79 
a  bill  granting  certain  land  to  the  State  of, 
for  the  seat  of  government,  dec,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -        .       .       -   MB 

reported  without  amendments  -  .  .  S(9 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  S70 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -273 
a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  ia,  read  273 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -   S7& 

reported  with  amendments         -       -       -  261 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -      -  286 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
State  o(  read  twice,  and  referred    -       •   274 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -       .       -   286 
Importation  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a 

resolution  .concerning  the       •       .       •    66 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -     69 
Mr.  Lacoek  presented  a  petition  of  a  nuii- 
ber  of  citizens  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  a  revision  of  the  act 
relating  to  the,  referred  -       .       •     77 

Mr.  Lscock  also  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  Carlisle,  referred    -        .        .       •     68 
Mr.  liscock  presented  another  petition  on 

the  same  subject,  referred      -        .       -     90 
Mr.  Hunter,  the  same  from  inhabitants  of 

Newport,  referred  -        .       -       -    97 

Mr.  Daggett,  the  aame  from  Connectient, 

referred 113,197 

Mr.  Burrill,  the  same  from  Massachuieit*, 

referred 182 

Mr.  Dickerson,  the  same  from  New  Jersey, 

referred 167 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, referred           -        .        -       .     173, 189 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  same  from  New  Jersey,  re- 
ferred     -    176 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  prohibit 

the,  read SI' 

read  a  second  time ^ 

the  bill  amended 389 

Imported  Salt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  addition  to  the  actlajinf 
duties  on,  dec.,  read  three  times,  and 
passed  -        -        -        ...   286 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  the  bill  from  the  Eorue 
of  Representatives  further  suppleaienttfy 
to  the  set  to  regulate  the  coflectioo  of 
duties  on,  read  twice  and  indefinitely 
postponed  -  -  -  .  .  -  287 
Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  select  cooimtt- 
tee  on  the-  -  -  -  ".' 
a  bill  malcing  appropriations  to  cany  into 

effect  treaties  with  the,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  making  provision  for  the  dvilisalioo 

of  the,  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements, 

read •  r: 

read  a  second  time    •        '       '       '       '  r^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       '       '   mJ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -       *  ^ 
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odianft,  Mr.  Noble  enbmitted  a  resolation  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  for  enabling  the  people  of,  to 
form  a  State  government,  &c.        -        -      78 
agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -        -      80 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Surveyor  General      167 
a  bill  relating  to  the  location  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  land  granted  to,  for  the  seat  of 
gorernment,  dbc,  read   -        -        -        -     179 

read  e  second  time    -----     186 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -    283 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    836 

jidians,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of 

various  religious  societies  in  New  York, 

praying  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 

may  best  secure  the  protection  of  the, 

referred 166 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  several  petitions  from 
Ohio  of  the  same  tenor,  referred     -        -     170 
[ograham,  Kinsy,  Mr.  Oaillard  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 176 

adverse  report  thereon       ....     197 
considered  and  concarred  in       •        -        -    203 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  report  from  the 
Becretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of,  in  obedience  to  law  .        -        -        -      78 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning,  read  -        -      28 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      31 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      84 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  amended   -    279 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  regulating  payments  to, 

read 186 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  187 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  206 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    268 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    276 
a  bill  Arom  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning,  read,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned -------    286 

Invalids,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

respecting      ..----  69 

read 64 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  66 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  163 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -211 

Island  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  (or  adjusting  claims 

to  land  in  the  district  east  of  the,  read    -  110 

read  a  second  time    .        •        -        •        -  121 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  204 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  206 

Ives,  Thomas  P.    (See  Broum,  Niehoku*.) 

J. 

Jackson,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Tait  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  lefeirod  -        -        -      67 

Jamison,  John,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ....        -      26 

Jefierson  county,  Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  the  Secro- 
Ury  of  War  to  convey  a  parcel  of  land 
belonging  to  the  Uoited  States  in,  read  -    224 
read  a  second  time»  and  referred        •        •    226 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        -    287 
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Jervey,  Thomas  Hall,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    - 
Jones,  William,  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  letters  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  afifairs  of  the 

bank 43,46 

Jones,  John  Rice,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -      70 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        -        -      82 
read  a  second  time    -----      84 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Jones,  Richard  J.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .        .        -        - 
committee  discharged        .        -        .        . 
Jouett,  Matthew  H.    (See  MeCalla,  Robert) 
Jourdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Judicial  System,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  a 
Itttion  concerning  the    - 
the  resolution  withdrawn  • 
a  bill  to  extend  the,  read   - 
read  a  second  time    -        .      • . 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 
reported  withoht  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  " 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commil- 
tee  on  the      ..---- 
Jurisdiction  of  Military  and  Naval  Sites,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Storer,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  procure 
the  cession  of  the,  lo  the  United  States  •    SS9 

K. 

Kennebunk,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  res- 
olution instructing  the  Gommittee  on 
Post  Offices,  dtc,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  the  postmaster  at       -        • 

agreed  to,  and  referred 

adverse  report  of  aaid  committee 

considered,  and  concurred  in 
Kenaie  and  Forsyth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  for  the  rehef  of,  rend 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  ;hird  reading  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Kermion,  Labedeyere  de,  Mr.  Fromentin  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Kidd,  Robert,  and  others,  a  biU  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  o(  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
*  reported  without  amendment     • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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King,  Raint,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Major 

General  8Urk 72 

on  the  bill  making  provision  for  sick  seamen  20S 
Kingy  William,  a  lull  from  the  Houte  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     -        -        -  66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -  64 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        •  78 
further  consideration  postponed        •        -  82 
bill  indefinitely  postponed          *        -        •  86 
King,  Sampson  8.,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Rep- 

reseiitatives  for  relief  of,  read        .        .  89 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -        -  98 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -  11 1 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  178 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  186 
Kinsley,  Adam,  Thomas  French  and  Charles 
Leonard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  161 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  164 
reported  without  amendment     ...  no 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  230 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  232 

KritUnan,  Joseph,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  Clsims  ...    226 

said  committee  discharged,  and  papers  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations   229 

that  committee  also  discharged,  and  the 
claims  referred  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State    234 

L. 

Laeock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        •        9 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  organisation  of  the 

courts •     130 

remaika  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies        196 

La  Coste,  Peter,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .....      40 
adverse  report  thereon       •        -        -        -      81 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     177 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    353 
Lambert,  William,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....      si 
a  letter  from,  transmitting  fifty  copies  of  his 
abstracts,  dtc,  relating  to  the  longitude  of 

the  Capitol Ill 

Land  Laws,  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the,  in  respect  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  land      .        .        •      38 
(See  SaUi  of  Public  Lands.) 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives allowing  further  time  for  issu* 
ing  and  locating,  read    ....    169 
read  a  second  time,  and  roferred        •        -     178 
nported  without  amendmont     ...     186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    284 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        •        •    236 

Lands  reserved,  a  bill  authorising  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  purchase  certain, 

read, 189 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  192 

ordered  to  a  third  read  ing  -     '   -        -        -  211 

read  a  third  time,  and  possed      -^       -        -  214 
Landon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        .        -110 

committee^  discharged        ....  309 
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Langston,  William,  Mr.  Eaton  precented  the  pe- 

tionof^  referred      -         -         -        -       -   IX 
committee  discharged        *         •        -       -  SM 
LanguUle,  Francis  B.,  Mr.  Jobnaoa  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •         -         -       -    tt 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -         -       -    ir 
read  a  second  time    •        -         -         -       -  a§I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       -   SX 
read  a  thud  time,  and  paaeetl      -         -       •   SB 
Latitude  of  36°  30^  north,  Mr.  Barboar  ollered 
a  joint  resolution  reqaestm^  the  Preaidaic 
of  the  United  States  to  emploj  m  skilful 
artist  to  ascertain  the,  ou  tli«  west  bank  d 
Tennessee  river,  read     -         -        -       .   !iT 
read  a  second  time    -        -         -        .       •  SQl 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -       -  SM 
Latrobe,  Benjamin  H.,  the  memorial  oC  lefencd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Diatrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, .        •        .         •         . 
Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi  attended     > 
Le  Baron,  Francis,  Mr.  Goldsborongh  presctnted 

the  petition  of^  referred  ... 
Lee,  Richard  Bland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baibour, 
the  memorial  of,  presented  at  last  scasioB, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
adverse  nport  thereon        .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         -        * 
Lefevroy  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        .     •   . 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    -        -         -         -        .    235 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         •        .    STT 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused     -         •       .   S7> 
Leonard,  Charles  S.    (See  Kinalof^  Adan^) 
Lewis,  Wm.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  donee  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -         .       - 
read  ....         .         .        . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
road  a  third  time  and  passed*  with  an  ancnd- 
ment     ....        .         .       . 

Libraiy,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  on  the,  read  twice 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .        - 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  remoral  of  the,  to  the 
north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  read  twice    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Mr.  Fromcntin  submitted  a  resolution  fur- 
ther extending  the  privilege  of  using  the 
books  in  the  -        -        .        .       • 

agreed  to  and  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee .......    S3& 

committee  discharged  from  ita  further  con- 
sideration     ......    37S 

Lieutenants  of  Marines,  acting  under  warrant, 
Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  resolution  allow- 
ing to,  the  benefit  of  the  provision  made 
for  those  of  the  Navy  acting  under  com- 
mission  ...... 

Lighthouses,  beacons,  dbc,  abill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorising  eeitainy 
road      ..---.- 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    278 
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jight-houiM,  dec — continued.  Page 

amended,  reed  the  third  time,  and  pamed, 
emended        -        -        -        -        - 
'limitation  of  official  tenn,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
I  DickerM>n»  the  Committee  of  Finance 

were  instracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  in  respect  to 
appointing  certain  officers  ,  - 
Linton,  John,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  .  .  - 
Lilt,  Absalom,  Mr.  Haggles  presented  the  petition 

o^  referred 

-Live  oak  timber,  Mr.  Tatt  submitted  aresolotion 
inetrncting  the  Naral  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  aathoriting 
the  purchase  of,  for  building  sloops-of- 
war,  &C.  .----- 
a  bill  aathoriaing  the  purchase  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a*  third  reading  .        .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 

:Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  ascertained  the,  read  .        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment    •        -        - 
indefinitely  postponed        *        *        ".       ' 
.  Lord,  Archibald  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaiilard  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred    - 
adTerse  report  thereon       .        -        -        - 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  memorial 
,    of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of,  praying 

confirmation  of  land  titles,  referred 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ex  planatory  of  the  acU  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in,  and  Missouri  Ter- 
j  ritory 

read  '        '        '        '        I        '        ' 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 

,  reported  with  amendments         -        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        '  ,  ,  ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Lowrie,  Walter,  the  credeuliaU  of,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  Pcnnsy  Wa- 
uia,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed  - 
i  Lucas,  Thomas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  the 
Committee  of  Pensions,  Ac,  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  plac- 
the  name  of,  on  the  list  of  pen- 
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report  thereon  read  '  "  *  *  * 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee  .  -  - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .  -  -  • 
concurred  in     - 

M. 

Macarty,  L.  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of " 

Macomb,  Alexander,  Mr.  Rugglcs  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        :.        -        -        - 

a  favorable  report  thereon  .        .        - 

concurred  in,  and.  a  bill  ordered 

a  bill  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a  certain 

tract  of  land,  read  -        -        -        - 

read  a  second  time    •        -        -        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        - 


Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  memorial  of  Matthew 

Lyon    ------- 

on  tho  colonial  trade  .... 

Manumission  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  presented 
the  memorial  of  New  York  Society  for 

the,  referred 

Mark  and  Conant,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .        -        -        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
considered  and  concurred  in      •        •        - 
Marquand,  Joseph,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        .        -        -        - 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  claim  of,  read  .        -        -        -        - 
referred  to   the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  •        •        -        - 

Mason,  John,  and  others)  Mr.  Geldsborough  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
commiittee  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration     .--.-- 
Mayherr,  Thaddens,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
Medical  Society,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  in- 
corporate the,  read         .        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendment  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Mellen,  Prentiss,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetu  in  the  place 
of  Eli  P.  Ashmun  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, dec.      .--•-- 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  Stete  con- 
troversies      -.---- 
Merchandise  and  Tonnsge,  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  gross 
amount  of  duties  on,  for  a  specfied  time  -    205 
Merril,  Daniel,  Mr.  Morril  presented  tho  petition 

of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon       '        '        '        ' 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

Message,  the  President's  annual      - 

two  thousand  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 
printed  -        -        -        -        •        " 

Messonier,  Henry,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        - 
Michigan  Territory,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  inhabitanU  of,  pray- 
ing that  a  delegate  from  said  Territory 
may  be  authorized,  referred    -        -        - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

authorizing  a  delegate  from,  read  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  -        -        - 
reported  with  amendments         .        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        " ,  ,  " 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  district  court  in     -        -        -        * 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee  ------* 

170    MUiUry  Academy,  a  bill  for  the  better  organiza 
173  tion  of  the,  read    -        -        •   .     " 

230  f®*^  *  second  time    -        -        -        - 

232  1  indefinitely  postponed 


9 
195 


206 
223 

22 
30 
64 


29 

70 
161 
165 


83 
164 
165 

11 
18 
29 


81 

103 
202 
203 

-     176 

189 

169 
176 
251 


XXlll 


INDEX. 


xnv 


Senate  Proceedinge  a$ui  DebaUe. 


BfiitUry  Academy-^continued.  Poge. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  WillMms  of  Tenneasea, 
the  PraBident  of  the  United  States  was 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  rules,  dbc.«  for  the 
government  of  the  -        -        -        -     176 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
a  report  in  reply    -        -        -        •        -    209 

Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  on SO 

said  committae  were  instructed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compen* 
sation  of  the  army         ....     179 

Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted 
a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
the  effective  force  of  the,  dec  •        -      90 

amended  and  agreed  to     •        -        -        -      96 
the  statement  asked  for,  agreed  to     *        -     121 

Mititafy  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriations 

for  the,  &c,  read 69 

read  a  second  time,  and  reforred         •        •      64 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed    .        -        .        •        -      66 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 

year  1819,  read 122 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •     137 
reported  with  amendmenta         ...     164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended        •>    175 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     177 

Military  Sites,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  sale  of  certain, 

read 279 

read  a  second  time 260 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    287 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on 20 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  showing 
the  organization  and  strength  of  the,  in 
the  several  States  .....      26 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  providing  for  accurate  annual  re- 
turns of  the,  referred  to  a  committee        -    206 

the  committee  discharged  ....    276 
Milling,  Hugh.    (See  Buchanan^  John,) 

Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 29 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  212 

read  a  second  time 214 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -  269 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  272 

Minis,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read        -  224 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  225 

reported  without  amendment     -        •        .  278 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  268 

Mint,  report  of  the  Director  of  the,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ...  56 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Leake  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  convention  of,  praying  an  extension 

ofiimiU 67 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  prayed  for,  both  of 
which  were  referred        -        •        -        -       67 


Misaissippi — continued.  Pip 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  m  reeoliitioB,  ia- 
structing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lak 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  graal- 
ing  certain  portions  of  Und  to  tlie  Stile 
o(,  for  the  seat  of  govemoient,  dbc  -  -  £ 
resolution  agreed  to  -        -  -        -       -    si 

a  bill  according  to  inetnielioiie*  read  -  •  11 
read  a  second  time  -  •  -  -  -  161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...   lu 

read  the  third  time,  and  pftaaed  -  Hi 

MlMouri,  a  bill  from  Uie  House  of  Bepccssnta- 
tives  to  enable  the  people   of,  to  fona  a 
State  goTemment,  dtc,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ...         -        -       •  IS? 
reported  with  amendmenta  -        -•!§'. 

the  restriction  on  slavery  struck  oat  -       •  STS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -       -  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amsnded  tTV 
the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  afl 
the   amendmenta  except  one,  to  whick 
the  Senate  adhered ;  a  meseage  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  also  adhered  •   SS 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
establish  a  separate  territorial  goTemmeat 
in  the  southern  part  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ...  -         -       -   53C 

reported  without  amendment      -        .       •  SS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -        .       .  r? 
read  the  third  time    -        -         -         .       .  ri 
and  passed        -        -        -         -        .-$74 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaic 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,  read        -         -        .       .    ^i- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       •    ^ 
reported  without  amendment      -        .       .    ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -        .       .    §( 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      •    ^ 
Morgan,  William,    (See  Armstrongs  Jokn.) 
Morril,  Daniel  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended     ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyoo    •    ^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Stark    •    ^ 
on  his  resolution  concerning  duelling       •  »^^ 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  attended        -  ^^ 

Mr.  Crittenden's  eulogy  upon     -        .      .  S0 
Moss,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre> 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  read     -        .       •   IS2 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -       -1^ 

reported  without  amendment      -        .       .  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -       -  ^ 

Mumford,  George,  a  message  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of    $ 
McCalla,  Robert,  and  M.  H.  Jouett,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  sC 
read      -------   186 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •      *   ^^ 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        .      .  SU 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        .      •   9^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ment      ^ 

McCarty,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hein 

of,  read  - ITJ 

read  a  second  time    •        -        -        .      -   IS?' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        .      .  891 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      *  ^ 
McCansland,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    -      -  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -      -  ^ 

reported  without  amendment     -        .      •  S?9 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  ^ 
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Noble,  James,  of  Indians,  attended  -        -        - 
North  Carolina,  a  bili  to  aathorize  the  survey  of 
certain  parts  of  the  coast  of,  along  Cape 
Hatteras,  Ac,  read         -        .        .        - 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Macon  presented  certain  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of,  to  which  the  assent  of  Con- 
grew  was  asked 


Page. 
McCormick,  Afexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        •        .    120 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        -        -     168 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -174 
McFarland,  William,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of 167 

adverse  report  thereon  eonenrred  in  -        -.198 

McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  ....  29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -197 
read  a  second  tfane  .  .  .  .  •  201 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  256 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    209 

N. 

Naming  of  Vessels  of  War,  a  resolntion  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  declaring 
what  shall  be  the  mode  of,  read  twice  and 

referred 862 

reported  without  amendment     ...    256 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    278 

National  Bank,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  resolu- 
lution  directing  the  Secretary  to  procure, 
and  cause  to  be  printed,  copies  of  the  doc- 
umonts  accompanying  the  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  .  -        -     174 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -     178 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authoriiing  the  transmission  of  the  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the,  free  of  postage, 
read  three  times  and  passed   -        -        -    224 

Mr.  AVilson  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  to  procure,  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  copies  of  the  memorial  of 
William  Jones  late  President  of  the,  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  -        -    227 

the  resolution  negatived     ....    229 

Naval  Afiairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of       20 

Naral  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for 
each  member         .        -        ...      99 

Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the,  for  the  year  1819,  read     •        •        •  61 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -  83 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  171 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -                 -        -  177 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  186 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commisntm- 

ersofthe       -        -        -        -        -        -  122 

New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  in  re- 
lation to  sick  seamen,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  .  .  .  - 
report  of  said  oAcers,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures   - 
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O'Connor,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  pre.senled  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  and  executors  o^  re- 
ferred   -        • 110 

Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        .        .  68 

adverse  report  thereon      -         -        -        -  179 

considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -  177 
Organisation  of  the  Courts,  a  bill  for  the  more 

convenient,  read    -        .        .        -        .  31 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  35 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  160 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  164 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred      274 

reported  without  amendment  .  .  .  277 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed- ...  286 
Ot»,  Harrison  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  1 8 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon  -  62 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Crittenden  .  -  -  63 
remarks  of,  oa  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies      -----.  194 

P. 

Page,  Thomas.    (See  Kidd^  Robert) 
Palmer,   William   A.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  place  of 
James  Fisk,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dtc.  .....        9 

other  credentials,  for  a  new  term,  presented 

and  filed 281 

Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        •      64 
Parrot,  John  F.,  the  credentials  of,  as  Senator 
appointed  by  the   Legislature  of  New 
Hampshire,  were  read  and  filed      -        -    277 
Pascagoula  River,  Mr.  Williams  of  Mississippi 
presented  a  petition  praying  that  a  port 
of  entry  may  be  established  at,  read        -    263 
Paisenger  Ships,  &c.,  a  Mil  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  regulating,  read    -        -      80 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      80 
reported  with  amendments         -        •        •    1 18 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        -    906 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    206 
House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 
amendments  with  an  amendment  which 
was  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -    866 
Patapsco  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Golds- 
borough   presented  the  petition  of  the 
Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Baltimore, 
praying  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the,  referred        -        -        -        -      97 
Patuxet,  Rhode  Island,  a  bill  to  increase  the  eom- 
pensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of, 
read        ....        -  -      47 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -      64 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       -        -      66 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      68 
Pay  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee 
submitted   a  resolution  instructing    the 
MiliUry  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  -        •        •      23 
considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -      26 
Pearl  River,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relative  to  land  claims  east  and 

west  of,  referred *7 

the  report  ordered  to  be  printed        .        .      67 
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Pearl  River — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Leake  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature   of  Miiiiaeippi,  praying   the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entrj  at  or  near    345 
PennsjWania,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concerning  the  western  district 

of,  read 28 

read  a  second  time,  end  referred  -  -  29 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  40 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -       65 

Pansions,  appointment  of  the  standing  commits 

tee  on 20 

the  aaid  committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  providing  for  certain  persons,  dec      80 
Perkins,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    •        -     '  -        -        -      67 
Perry,  Wm.  N.,  and  Mark  Burnett,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -     112 
adverse  report  thereon       -  -        -     179 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     191 

Perth  Amboy,  the  committee  were  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  for  a 

sestion  of  tbe  district  court  at        •        -  276 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the 

petition  ot,  referred        ....  87 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -163 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .  165 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  224 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  227 

Pettity  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  tha  petition 

of,  referred    ------  29 

a  bill  for  the  reliaf  o4  read         -        -        -  '212 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        .        -  214 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  369 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  272 
Tike,  Jamea,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    - 26 

Piracy,  a  bill  to  protect  the  commerce  of  tbe 
United  8tatea  and  for  the  puniahment  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred        ...    246 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         .....    253 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -    256 

Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  directing, 

to  be  deposited  in  the  Library,  read        •  101 

read  a  second  time 102 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  137 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  162 
Poirey,  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea  making  proviiion  for  the  claim  of, 

read 169 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  173 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        .  189 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  287 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  236 
Pool,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

aentativai  for  relief  of,  read    -  -  161 

read  a  second  Ume 164 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  230 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  232 

Portland,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  circuit  court  to  be  held  at      22 
considered  and  agreed  to    -        -  -       23 
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Post  Office  FiarabHshrocBt,  a  bill  to  lapcri  put 
of  the  act  estabUahiag  the,  nad 
read  a  aecond  time    -         .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  the  third  tisM*  and  piaifJ 
Post  Offices  and  Poet  Roads,  appoiatmcat  sf  ik 
standing  eonmiltee  on  -        ... 
Poat  Roads,  a  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Reprcfat- 
stives  to  slter  and  establish  ccrtsis,  nU 
read  a  peoond  time*  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments^  and  ofdcxed  la 
a  third  reading      •         .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  psaard  as  smcadc^ 
Post  Route,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offiea  a&^ 
Post  Rosds  were  instructed  to  ioqain  isto 
the  expediency  of  establishing  s  eertaa  1|| 
Potter,  Elderkin,  Mr.  Rnggles  presented  the  p^ 
tition  of,  referred   -         .... 
committee  discharged         -        ... 

Preble,  Com.  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  diftnba- 
tion  of  a  sum  of  monej  among  tbe  npre- 
aentatives  of,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Syren,  read      -         .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and   passaed 
Pre-emption  Claims,  Mr.  Morrow  prcaeoted  thf 
memorial  of  the  Leginlatnre  of  Miwmh 
Territory  in  relation  to,  referred 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  petition  from  Illi- 
nois of  the  same  tenor,  read    - 
President  of  the  United  8tates«  a  joint  coamioee 
apmintad  to  wait  on  the        -       •     - 

Mr.  Banford  submitted  a  reaolntion  respect- 
ing the  aignatnre  of  the,  to  land  pstab 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  CommitlM  ob 
Public  Landa         -        *        .       .     .   !1 

Provost,  Solomon,  Mr.  Johnson  pressated  the 

petition  of,  referred        •        .       .      .    ti 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read  .     .  ilS 

read  a  aecond  time  •        •        .       .     .  2U 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .      .  90 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  ^ 

Printing,   Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  lesslatiM 
concerning  the,  ordered ^y  the  two  Hooies, 
read  twice     -        -        -        .       .      •    37 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -     -   ^ 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representttivcf 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to      •   ^ 
Mr.  Lacock  also  submitted  a  resolatioo  it- 

latiogtothe  -        -        -        .    -  -      •    J^ 
which  was  agreed  to  .      .      •    ^ 

a  message  from  the  House  of  ReprsMitt- 
tives  that  they  have  appointed  a  joint  con- 
mittea  on  the,  concurred  in,  and  cooimit* 
tee  appointed        -        •        .       .      •    ^ 
rqwrt  of  the  joint  committee^  reid  toi     , 

agreed  to      - '' 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  reaolntion  to  re- 
scind    -        -        -        -        .       -      •  I* 
considered  and  disagreed  to       -  '  ^^ 

Protection  of  the  Mails,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tal* 
bot,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offioei,  ^ 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Geo* 
eral  to  employ  an  armed  guard  idr  tbe  •  ^ 
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Protection  of  the  Mails— continaed.                    Page, 
inexpedifiiicy  of  doing  lo  reported      •        •  836 
considered  and  concurred  in       >        •        -  261 
Front,  William,  Mr.  Daggett,  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -----  101 
a  bill  to  authorize,  to  inatitate  a  aoit  in  eqai« 
ty  against  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  dtc,  read       -        -        -        -  190 
read  a  second  time    -----  192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  237 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        •  238 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  incorporate 
the.  read        -  .     -  .     -        -        •        -  101 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -  103 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        •        -  1 12 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -  207 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  210 
Public  Accounts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
prompt  settlement  of,  read      -        -        -  174 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  176 
reported  without  amendment     -        *        -192 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  246 

Public  Buildings,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  8tates  transmitting  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Commisaioner  of  the  •      26 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  repairs,  dtc,  of 
the,  read        -        -        -  *     -        -        -    270 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    271 
reported  without  amendment     •        .        -    276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    283 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on       SO 

Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  completing  payments 
on,  which  was  read  .  •  •  .  lOO 
Mr.  Noble  presented  a  similar  petition,  from 
Indiana 120 

Public  Printing,  report  of  the  joint  committee 

on  the  subject  of  the     -        -        -        -    247 
considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    264 
a  resolution  directing  the  manner  of,  read 
three  times,  and  paased  •        -        -        -    281 
Purkhill,  Jacob,  Mr.  Crittenden  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        -|  120 
adverse  report  thereon   •        -        -        -     168 
the  report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered   •        -175 
a  bill  for  i^e  benefit  of,  read       -        -        -177 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        •        -     186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    246 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -        -    264 
Putney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -----    170 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -    201 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -210 
Pyle,  Edward,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 183 

Q. 

Quarter  Sections,  Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  fractions  of    -        -        -      23 

Quartering  Soldiers  in  time  of  War,  Mr.  Forsyth 

submitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  -     169 

Quorum,  a  message  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives announcing  the  formation  of  a      12 
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Rabun,  Governor,  a  Message  from  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  -  -  -  .  89 
Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  a 
company  of,  commanded  by  James  Big- 
gar,  referred -198 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    246 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        •        -    263 

Raping,  Daniel,  a  letter  from,  oflbring  for  the 

printing         .-.-..    281 

Receivers  and  Registers,  Mr,  Eaton  presented  a 
memorial  praying  a  revision  of  the  act 
changing  the  compensation  of,  referred  -      74 
a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  read         -    408 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    269 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    269 

Relinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning  pen- 
sions upon  a,  read          ....  232 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  234 
reported  without  amendment     ...  246 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  283 

Renner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 

relief  of,  read         - ,      -        -        -        -  81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  83 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...  101 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  178 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  186 

Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 
a  resolution  requesting  information  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  touching 

•  the  execution  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the      •      21 

agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President 23 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply        -      36 

Revolutionary  War,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  were  instructs 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 

engaged  in  the,  dtc 100 

said  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  -        -    161 
and  are  accordingly  discharged  -        -        -    166 

Rice,  Henry,  Mr.  Otb  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred 266 

committee  discharged         ....    276 

Ring,  Hannah,  and  Luther  Frink,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred     198 
reported  with  amendments        ...    223 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    276 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 

menta   -        - »79 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended   -      11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral SUrk      -        -.      -        -        -        -      72 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient 
organization  of  the  courts       .        -        -    103 
Robertson,  William,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -     ^  -        -      66 
committee  discharged,  and  the  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Naval  Committee       -        -      84 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        -      90 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        •        -      98 
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Rockville  and  WashiDgton  Turnpike  Company, 
a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Repreaentativea 
authorizing    the,  to  extend    their  road 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  read    -     101 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -     103 
reported  without  amendment     -        *        -     112 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        •    202 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeied  -        .        -    204 
Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  J  referred 29 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  201 
read  a  second  time  ....  -  803 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  266 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  269 
Bolide,  Pierre  D.  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the^tition  of,  referred  ....      29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .        -        .186 

read  a  second  time    .....     188 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    296 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    238 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended       -  •      -       11 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  clothe  the 
Army  in  domestic  manufactures     >        -     114 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  tho  Navy,  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  at  the 
last  session,  on  the,  was  referred  to  the 

Naval  Committee 39 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing  said  committee  to  inquire  whether  said, 
are  in  conformity  with  military  laws,  &c.      87 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        .        -      88 
the  committee  reported  a  resolution  requir- 
ing the  Secretanr  of  the  Navy,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  to  report  at  the 
next  session,  a  reply  to  the  inquiry         •    208 
considered,  and  agreed  to  .        -        -        -'212 
Runaways,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  annulling  the  laws  regulating  the  sei- 
zure of  persons  of  color  suspected  to  be    208 
said  oommittee  diseharged         ...    278 

8. 

8ackett»  Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 89 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  206 

considered,  and  concurred  in     .        -        -  209 
Salaries  of  certain  Officers,  a  bill  to  increase  the, 

read  twice 22 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          *        *  29 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendmenu 231 

considered,  and  concurred  in     •>        -        -  236 
Sales  of  Publie  Lands,  letter  from  the  Secreftfy 

of  the  Treasury  with  a  sUtement  of  the  79 
report  of  tho  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

of  the 216 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the,  read  216 

read  a  second  time ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  244 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        •  246 

Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -       .  9 
remarks  of,  on  tha  bill  providing  fm  sack 

seamen          ......  202 

Schoonmaker,.  Cornelia,  and  P.  M.  Greene,  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        *  169 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        •        .190 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -       .-        -  226 


9 
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Seminole  War,  Mr.  Lacock  aaliBiitted  a  nsoli- 
tion  that  the  Message  and  doramesti  r^ 
lating  to  the,  be  referred  to  a  select  cos> 
mittee    .       -.        -         -        ... 

amended  ^d  agreed  to,  and  a  eeBnatfee 
appointed      ...... 

Mr.  L.  submitted  another  rcsoVntioD  ssidag 
of  the  President  ooptea  of  the  corm* 
pondence  with  Spain  in  tvlatioB  to  tJbt 

modified  and  agreed  to      -        ... 

a  Message  from  the  Preodeot  transaittiBf 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Govpmar  BiU  (o 
General  Jackson    ... 

report  of  the  oummiltee  in  foil  - 
Senate,  opening  of  the  saoond  seasMo  of  ik. 
(fifteenth  Congress) 

a^umaoDt  of  the  - 
Sewall,  Robert,  Mr.  Hanson  presented  tbe  psci 
tion  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon 

considered,  and  concorved  ia 
Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  a  reaolotioB  frm 
the  House  of  Representatives  Ant  the  £»• 
tnbntion  of,  read   •        •        .       .      - 

read  a  aeoond  time    ..... 

amanded,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readi^f  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  pa  seed  as  amesM 

Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  mt- 

Borial  of  the  Register  and  Reodfsr  ii, 

praying  an  increase  of  oompensatioo,  » 

ferred    ------- 

Sick  and  disabled  Seaman,  a  bill  to  provide  far, 
read      -        -        •        -        -  -     -     . 

read  a  seeond  time    .        •        .       -     • 

considered         ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       •     • 

read  the  Uuid  time,  and  paaaed         •     • 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Daggett  preaented  tbe  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        >        .       •     * 
committee  discharged 
Sinking  Fund,  annnai  report  on  the  state  of  ebe  ^ 
Slave  Trade,  a  hiU  from  the  House  of  Stpn- 
sentatives  in  addition  to  the  act  t»  pn- 
hibit  the,  read        ... 
read  a  secoBMl  time,  and  rafened 
reported  without  amendment ;  read  tJietbiri 
time,  and  passed    -        .        .       - 
Sliv^  impressed  into  the  Pnhlic  Service,  Xj 
Macon  submitted  a  reaolation 

ut« • 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 

the  committee  discharged .        .       - 
Sloeum,  John,  Mr.  Burrill  pveseated  thepelt- 

tion  of,  refeited     .        .        .       • 
Smith,  William,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  amaki 
speech  oC  on  the  ease  of  Matthew  hjoa 
in  explanation  ..... 
on  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Generml.SCtfk 
on  the  bHl  for  more  eoovenient  oigsun 
tion  of  the  courts  - 
Smith,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     > 
Smyth,  Harold,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  o^  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and 
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8mytby  Richard*  Mr.  Dickenon  preicnted  the 
memorial  of,  referred     ... 

Spain,  a  Message  from  the  Preaident,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  his  proclamatioa  of  the 
convention  with    -     .  - 

Sparks,  Thomas.     (See  Btek^  Paul.) 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  aev- 
eral      --.---- 

Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Sanford  offered  ma  amend- 
ment to  the  -..-.-     169 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -     162 
Starki  Major  General  John,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Steamboats,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  Postmaster 
General  to  transmit  the  mail  in      -        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  the  Post- 
master General  to  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  in,  &c.,  read     .        .        .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Stephens,  David,  Mr.  Morrii  preaentad  the  peti- 
tion of,. referred      -        ...        .      29 
Stephens,  Otho,  Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        -        -    173 
adverae  report  thereon       -        •  -      •        -186 
considered  and  concorred  in      -        -        •198 
Sterrett,  Samuel,  Mr.  Noble  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    246 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    264 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -•       -    266 
Stokes,  Mountford,  of  North  Carolina,  attended       38 
Stone,  George,  Mr.  Morrii  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     .        -        .        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon,  read 
and  concurred  in       -        -        -        - 
Storer,  Clement,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 
Streets,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the  corporation  of  Waahing 
ton  to  extend  certain,  through  public  re 
servations,  read      .        .        .        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
indefinitely  postponed        ... 

Stuart,  PhoBbe,  a  biU  from  the  Houte  of  Bepre 
aentatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
Mad  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 
Stnrgea,  Rachel,  Mr.  Dicfcersob  preaented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
adverae  report  thereon       ... 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        - 

Supervisors  and  Collectors  of  the  old  Direct 
Tax,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  areaolutiDn 
of  inquiry  relating  to  balances  due  from 

agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent it  to  4he  President  -        '        - 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
statement  in  reply  .        •        .        • 
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St.  Attdrew'a  Society  of  Charleston,  Che  petition 
of,  praying  a  remisaion  of  duties,  reforred 
to  the  P-hiance  Committee      -        •        -      76 
advarse  report  thereon        -        -  •    163 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     177 
St.  Stephen's,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre« 
seuted  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  estab- 
lished at        -•-•--39 

T. 

Tait,  Charles,  of  Georgia,  attended   -        -        •      66 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  providing  ^or  nek 
seamen  .        .        .        .        i.        •    202 

Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended        •        -      30 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  for  deciding  State 
controversies  -        -        -192, 196, 196 

Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended         -        -      11 
the  credentials  of,  for  a  new  term,  presented 

and  filed 268 

Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  amend  the  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  authorizing  the  State  o(  to  issue 
grants,  dec,  read    .....    228 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    226 
reported  without  amendment     ...    272 
indefinitely  postponed        .        «        .        ;.    286 
Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  lUinoia,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dec.  .....      38 

Thorn,  Joseph,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....      88 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -     168 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    166 

the  third  reading  negatived       -        -        -    218 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    209 

a  bill  concerning  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
increase  the  salary  of,  the  superintendent 

thereof  read 223 

read  a  second  time    ....        -    226 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    277 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    279 

Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended      -        -      11 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Miasie- 

aippi,  presented  the  petition  of,  referred       86 
abUrfortheieliefof,  raad         -  -     160 

read  a  aecond  time  -----    164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    211 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -    212 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  Preaident,  took  the 

chair 99 

sketch  of  hie  renarka  on  giving  the  casting 
Tote  on  the  appropriation  for  a  niUlaiy 

road ni 

retirement  o^  from  the  ehair     .        .        ^    882 
Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Duties,  a  bill  in 

addition  to  the  act  concerning,  read        -    284 
read  a  second  time   -----    287 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   .       -        •        •    264 
read  the  third  time,  and  pased  .        -        -    266 
Trading-houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the 
act  concerning,  read      -        -        -        .     241 
read  a  aecond  time    -----    246 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .     264 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -    266 

Transportation  of  persons  of  color,  4&c.»  a  bill  re- 

apecting  the,  read  ....      68 
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Transportation — coDtin  ued. 

bUl  read  a  second  thoe       .... 

referred  to  the  comnittee  on  the  importation 
of  slaves        .... 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  instmet 
ing  said  committee 

considered  and  agreed  to  - 

a  bill  respecting  the,  read  * 

read  a  second  time    •        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Treasurer,  the  general  account  of  the,  presented 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary  in 
obedience  to  the  act  establishing  the 

another  report,  according  to  law 

a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

Ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Treasury  Notes  lost  or  destroyed,  a  bill  from  the 

House   of  Representatives   to   authorize 

payment  in  certain  cases  on  account  of, 

read -        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiised  as  amended     188 

Troop,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    .•.-.- 

adverse  report  thereon       .... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  said  re- 
port was  withdrawn       .        >       .        . 

a  resolution  reported  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  ... 

considered  and  concurred  in       * 
Tomer,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the  heirs  and  le- 
gatees of,  read        ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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Van  Dyke,  Nicbobs,  from  Delaware,  attended  •  20 
Vienne,  M.  de,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rbpre- 
sentatives  making  provision  for  the  claim 
of,  read          ...•••  169 
read  a  second  time»  and  referred        -        -  173 
reported  without  amendment     •        .        •  189 
•rdered  to  a  third  reading          .        «        .  237 
toad  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  238 
Vilkra,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        -        -        •  29 
Tindinner  University,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      -       •        -        -  169 

Vreeland,  Ann,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre* 

sejited  the  petition  of,  referred        -        •  167 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representa- 
tives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  read     -        -  186 

resd  a  second  time 188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  236 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  288 

W. 

Wail^s  State  Papers,  a  bill  authorizing  subscrip- 
tion for  the  11th  and  12th  volumes  of, 
read 200 
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Wait's  State  Papers — continued.  Ftgt 

bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ..... 
read  the  tbvd  time,  and  passed  - 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read 
read  a  second  time,*and  refonred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Warnack,  Frederick  C,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tea 
nessee,  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Washington,  Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  re- 
solution to  erect  a  monument  over  the  re- 
mains of  General,  read  .        .        .       • 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .        -       - 
reported  with  amendments 
recommitted  with  instructions    - 
a  bill  to  erect  an  equeatrian  statue  of,  ia 
the  Capitol  square,  read  •        -       -       • 
read  a  second  time    •        .        .        -       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       -       - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        .       • 
Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Msyor,  dec,  of  the  City  of,  praying  a  re- 
newal of  their  charter,  referred 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of,  read    • 
read  a  second  time     -        -        .       .       •   IS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •       - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  a  bill  horn  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  empower  the, 
to  extend  their  road  through  the  District 
of  Columbia,  read  -        •        .        -       - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .       -      - 

Way,  Andrew,  jr.,   letter  from,  offering  for  the 
printing         ..-.-• 
Webber,  Setb.     (See  Kidd,  Roba-i,) 
Wells,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep' 
resentatives  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  relief  of,  reaa   -        -        .       •      • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
indefinitely  postponed        .        .       -       • 
Wetzell,  Jacob,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petilioo 
of,  referred     .-.--• 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .       -      - 
considered  and  concurred  in       -       -      ' 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -       -      * 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Whitfflore,  Martha,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petKion  of,  concurred  in         •       *      ' 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Soldiers,  &Cn  t  bill 
from  the  House  of  Repreeentotivcs  to  ex- 
tend, for  a  further  term,  the  pensions  to 
the,  read        -        -        .        .       -       • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    • 
indefinitely  postponed       •       •       '      ' 
Widows  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read  • 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened 
reported  without  amendment     • 
indefinitely  postponed        -       •      '      ' 
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ilde,  Richaid  H.,  Mr.  Forvyth  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

a  bill  to  authorize  tbe  settlement  of  the  •&> 

counts  of  James  Wilde,  read  -        -        -      83 
read  a  second  time     •        .        -        -        -      38 
recommitted  to  the  cpmrnittee  that  report- 
ed it      40 

reported  with  an  amendment  •  -  -  47 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  65 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  67 
illiams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -  -  U 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies        193,  106 

illiams,  Thomas  K.,  of  Mississippi,  attended  -      1 1 
ilson,  James  J.,  of  New  Jersey,  attended       -       11 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 

committee  on  the  slave  trade  -        -        -      76 
on  introducing  his  resolution  concerning  the 

militia 807 

^ilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  addition  to  the  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  relief  of,  read        -    358 
read  a  second  tkne,  and  referred         -        -    353 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        -    355 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        •    384 
rines,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  regulate  the  duties  on  certain,  read     -    870 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    371 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        m    376 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    883 
T^itnesses,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rsp« 
resentatives  requesting  the  Senate  to  per- 
mit two  of  iu  members  to  attend  a  select 
committee  of  the  House  as,  read     -        -     186 
read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to      -        -     188 

Y. 

'eas  and  Nays,  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  resolution, 

in  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon  -        -        -      63 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Oenerar  Stark        .        -        -        -        -      73 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  bill  for 
organization  of  the  courts       -    .    -        -      06 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  to  recommit  said 

bUl .-    109 

on  recommitting  with  instructions  the  bill 
for  a  monuntent  to  Washington     -        -     113 

on  amending  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of  Alabama  to  form  a  State  govern- 
ment, Ac -        •    114 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page. 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  forfeiture 
of  lands,  dbc. 138 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  organization  of 
the  courts 160 

on  ordering  tbe  same  to  a  third  reading      -    160 

on  Mr.  Barbour*s  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution       -        -     163 

on  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  for  the  organ- 
isation of  the  courts       ....    164 

on  amending  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service   .        .        -        •    171 

on  a  motion  to  reverse  the  report  on  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Perkhill    ....     176 

on  concurring  in  the  adverse  report  in  ease 
ofNaUianielGoddanl    ....     188 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  rela- 
ting to  State  controversies      •        -     196,300 

on  tiie  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution         •        -       -    807 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  widows 
and  orphans' bill    •        -'       -        -        -    814 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
erect  an  equestrian  statue  of  Washing- 
ton         384,388,839 

on  the  third  readung  of  the  same        -        -    888 

on  coneurring  in  the  Senate's  amendment 
to  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries  of  cer- 
tain officers   .....     836, 336 

on  appointing  a  member  to  aupply  the 
pUce  of  Mr.  Forsyth  on  the  Seminole 
committee      ..-.•-    839 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 
public  lands  ....      343,  343,  844 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  re- 
specting the  transportation  of  persons  of 
color -    363 

on  striking  out  a  section  in  the  Missouri 
bill 878 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  revise  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners,  dcc.»  in  the 
district  of  Detroit 874 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  a  separate  ter- 
ritorial government  in  the  southern  pail 
of  Missouri    .-----    874 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the 

«    next  meeting  of  Congress      ...    888 

Z. 

Zorger,  Michael.  Mr.  Roberto  presented  the  pe- 

•  tition  of,  referred    ...        -        -    858 
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ibbott,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended  • 

Ikbolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 

memorial  of  the  American  convention  fo^ 

the,  referred 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    /        - 

Adams,  John  Q.,  correspondence  of,  with  the 
,       Secretary  of  State         -        1447,  1491, 
correspondence  of,  with  Earl  Bathurst 
with  Lord  Castiereagh      -        -  H80, 

with  Mr.  Rush,  Envoy  at  London     - 
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480 

893 

1965 
1464 
1496 
1600 


Adams,  J.  Q.— continoed.  Pnge. 

correspondence  of,  with  Albert  Oaflatin     •  1608 
instructions  of,  to    Messrs.  Gallatin   and 

Rush -        -  1814 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Chevalier  Don 

Luis  de  Onis  --.*:•  ^^^ 
correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Ewing,  Minister 

at  Madrid  ..----  1934 
Additional  MUitary  Academy,  a  bill  to  establish 

an,  read  twice  .....  1167 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 

subject  of  an,  Ac 8430 
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P«g«k 

Agent  for  Pennoni,  a  bill  to  authorin  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  appoint  an  additional, 
in  Tenneaaee.  read  twice        ...  1036 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        *        •  1074 
Alabama  Territoxy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindex* 
ter,  the  8ecretaiy  of  the  Treaaory  waa 
directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  state- 
meat  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  in        -    341 

letter  from  the  Secretary  with  the  statement 
aakedfor 411 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  accompanied  by  a  oenaua 
of  the  inhabitants,  praying  admission  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  referred        -        -    344 

the  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same,  praying  an  alteration  in  their  judi« 
cial  system,  referred  to  ihe  Judiciaiy 
Committee 370 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaawy 
in  relation  to  the  lands  reserved  in        -  1 101 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  people 
o(  to  fonn  a  State  government,  Ac        -    514 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....    641 

ceported  with  amendments        ...  1236 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1240 

lead  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  anunded  1272 

Alleghany  Mountains,  the  bill  reported  at  last 
session  for  erecting  a  separate  judicial  die* 
trict  in  Virginia  west  of  the,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    314 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -316 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 
and  concurred  in    -        •        •        -        -    871 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended   •    311 
Allen,  Heman,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter 
from,  stating  that  he  had  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  House        .....    416 
Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain    294 
Ambritter,  Robert  C,  copy  of  charges  and  speci- 

ftoations  against,  and  trial  of  -  -  .  2064 
letter  from,  to  Governor  Cameron  -  -  2058 
letter  from,  to  Major  Nicbolls  ...  2059 
letter  from,  to  Peter  B.  Cook  -  -  -  2060 
defence  of,  before  the  court-martial  •  -  2061 
sentence  pronounced  upon,  and  general  or- 
der thereon  .48O6I 

memorial  of,  to  the  Duke  of  York      -        -  2082 

Amelung,  Captain  V.  Z.,  report  o(  to  GenertA 

Jackson         ......  1972 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  a  resolution 

from  the  Senate  proposing  an,  read  twice  1088 
debate  on  the  resolution   -        -        -        .1419 

laid  on  the  table 1420 

American  Colonization  Society,  the  Speaker  pie- 
sented  a  letter  from  a  committee  of  the, 
referred         ......    721 

Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky,  attended  •    St6 
speech  o^  on  the  resolution  to  admit  IlUaoia 

into  the  Union      •        .        .        .        •    809 
remarks  of,  on  the  reaolution  for  a  monu- 
ment to  De  Kalb   .....    782 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  rapoit      -        -    897 
Anderson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....  1422 
Arbuthnot,  A.,  letter  from,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 

NichoUs        ....  2022,2040 

copy  of  the  charges  against      ...  2026 
letter  from,  to  his  son        ....  2034 


Arbuthnot,  A.— continued.  I 

his  defence  before  the  ooart-martial    • 
letter  from,  to  W.  Hamblj 
letter  from,  to  the  Hon.  CharleeBsgot 
letter  from,  to  a  person  of  rank  in  Eoflud 
copy  of  a  sheet  of  his  journal,  found  uao^ 

his  pspers     -        -         -        .       -      . 
letter  from,  to  the  commanding  offieen  it 

Fort  Gaines  -        •         .... 
a  letter  from  A.  Cnllofa  to,  found  among hii     I 

papers m 

a  letter  from,  to  General  Mhdiel],  sgeat  sf     1 

Indian  aflaiis  -         -       -      -W: 

Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  so  mud  of  the  Ha- 
sage  as  relates  to,  referred  to  the  MiiituT 
Committee   -        -         -         -        -      -  a 

Mr.  Colston  submitted  a  reeolotion  requeit- 
ing  of  the  President  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence which  may  have  beea  hcU 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  anbject  sf    -  M 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petitioa  of 
sundry  inhabitants  ol^  prajing  a  s^ante 
territorial  government,  referred  -  31. 

a  bill  to  provide  a  aeparats  tenitorial  got- 
emment  for  the  southern  pnrt  of  Missocii, 
by  the  name  of,  read  twic«     .  -  \\i 

debated  and  refoned  -         -       .      .  IS 

reported  with  amendmsnts^        .  •  19| 

fpcommitted  to  a  select  oommittse  •  1S3 

reported  and  ordered  to  a  thisd  reading     *  IS 
read  the  third  time,  and  pssned  -  Ul 


Armoiy,  on  the  Weetem  walsra,  a  bill  avtbsii- 
alng  the  establishment  of  a  natiottal,  itsd 
twice,  and  referred  -  •  .  .  0 
Mr.  Johnson  submitttsd  a  Ic^tter  frssi  ckt 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  aabject  of  is, 
re^rred  to  the  same  committee  -  ^ 


Armstrong,  John,  the  bill  of  last  seseinn  aatbo- 
riaing  the  payment  of  certain  drafts  dmra 
by,  in  favor  of  Wm.  MorigaUv  was  tskfa 
lip,and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -  ^'^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  4'< 

Army,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  wlA 
a  statement  of  the  officors  of  the,  thsir 
grade,  atatlon,  dec  >  -  .  .  9S 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  tho  Sscretaiy  d 
War  was  directed  to  mport  the  prssest 
strength  and  distribnCion  of  the  •  ^ 

Mr.  Williama,  of  North  Carolina,  sobaittid 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Milltaiy  Cen- 
mittee  to  report  a  bill  lo  rednee  the       -  U^ 

the  reeolution  laid  on  the  table  -      -  I^^ 

Assessors,  a  bill  providing  oompenaation  to,  ia 

certain  cases,  read  twice        >  - 1*^ 

Assistants  Postmaster  General,  on  motioa  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Commit- 
tee *on  Post  Offices,  dec,  were  instroctsd 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inoess* 
ing  the  salaries  of  the  -  >  -  -  ^ 
a  bill  to  increase  the  oalariee  of  the,  read 
twice    -*-        -        -        -        --4»* 

Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa  rei|ocst<d 
to  inform  the  House  what  aums  had  been 
paid  to  the,  for  extra  servicee  -  ^^ 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trearaiy 
in  reply •  **** 
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-  1486 


-  1446 


19«4 


886 


1409 

869 

1036 

'881 


418 
416 


.     640 


817 

386 

9581 
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B.  PagM. 

Bigoty  Sir  Charlw,  corrMpoodence  of,  with  the 

Qeentmry  of  State 
-Baker,  Anthonj  St.  John,  eorreBpoadenee  of, 
with  the  Secretary  of  State    - 
extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaf^  of 
Staleto        -        -        -        . 
Balamy,  Aaron,  the  Committee  of  Claims  was 
iBstracted  to  laqnire  into,  and  report  on, 
the  claim  of  - 
Balances  transferred,  a  letter  from  Ae  Secretary 
of  the  Tfeasnry  in  reply  to  the  in^iry  as 
to  what  part  of  the,  from  the  Treasury  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been 
drawn  from  the  latter,  hy  any  department 
of  the  Gk»Temment,  Ae.        .... 
Baldwin,  Henry,  from  PennsylTania,  attended  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report       -  •     - 
Ball,  WiNiam  Lee,  from  Virginia,  attended 
Ball,  I>r.  Mnttiom,  the  bill  reported  at  last  ses- 
sion for  relief  of,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         --.-.. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        '. 
returned  fr<mi  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
meat,  and  eencnrred  in         -       - 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Spencer  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  books  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the      ..... 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed        ...... 

re^port  in  foil  of  said  cmnmittee- 

two  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
pott  ordered  to  be  printed 

a  bill  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
incorporate  the,  read  twice    .        .        > 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        . 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed  .        -        » 

Mr.  Trimble  sobmitted  e  lesolutiim  direct- 
ing a  scire  fricias  to  beissued  agaiMt  the    MI8 

the  consideration  of  the  resolution  nega- 
tived   -        -        -        -        -      .- 

called  up,  and  debated      -       :      J. 

the  adoptfoa  of  the  seaoialion  «»jecled 

Mr.  Spencer  submitted  another  renlnftion 
rebting  to  the 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe  .... 

memorial  of  the  Praaideiit  of  the,  read 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  sundry  petitions, 
praying  the  continMnee  of  lihe 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Vhginia,  presented  ««< 
lution  to  repeal  the-  charter  of  the  - 

the  resolution  negatived    .... 

BanfcfUfitcy.   {999  Vn^fimm  wyiiem  ofi) 

Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  en  ■afian  of 

Mr.  Herbert,  the  Secmtary  of  the  Txeae-« 

ury  was  directed  to  leport  the  state  of 

the 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the-TieasuQr  in 

another  letter  from  the  same,  on  the  lul^t 
oflhe  .-..-.- 
Barber,  Levi,  of  Ohio,  attended        ... 
Barbour,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  remarks o(  on  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States      ... 
speech  of,  on  the  Military  Appropriation 

bill         -        -  ...     468,466 

on  the  appropriation  lor  miiitaiy  roada      -    618 1 
15th  Con.  2d  Sjbss.— c 


Btfbonr,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 

on  the  sale  of  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington    MS 
on  the  Seminole  report      .... 
on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        .        .       . 
Barbour,  Philips  of  South  Carolina,  ebUl  for  the 
reliefof,4wice  read,  dec         ... 
Baron,  Oarios,  affidavit  of       -        -        -        . 
Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief eC  twice  nmd^  and  refsered 
jepwted  without  amendment    -        -        . 
Barton,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twite 

•read  the  third  ttmc^nud-pasaed  -       ■<* 
Bassstt,  Burwell,  *f  Virginia,  attended 

•remarks  of,  on  the  Beaumarchais  claim 

on.hi»>ms4ion  tO)ndmit  Joseph  Lanoastir 

to  a  seat  withui'thethar  nf  -the  House    - 

Sithurst,  Earl,  eoneSpoiideBee  of,  with   Mi. 

Adams         ....... 

"Batman,  -Heniy,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi,  nad 
twice    -       -       -        -        -        ^      .- 

toad  thetthitd  4iaic^  aufd  pefesed - 
•returned  from  the  Senbtewith  anwncnd- 
.'BenttiandAonewred  in 
BeaU,  SrimueL  a^«  inll  for  the  reUef  of,  read 


764 
1164 

343 
a«08 

398 
«ll 

346 
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679 
1416 
1419 


600 
1407 
1409 

988 

1416 
1108 


-  1166 


1140 
1406 


381 

787 

1«S0 

1168 
1166 


-  1«I0 


-  646 

Seaulien,-J.  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  4>f,  rend  twice  668 
:Beauihacehais,the  bill  of  the  kat  ssstion  for  m- 
lief  ef 'the  heirs  of,  was  taken  up  anddie- 

-     «ll,'ai3 

-  344 

-  801 


40a 


-    464 


437 
697 


464 

616 

630 
291 


-     333 


-  1166 
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•theliuedTeading  of  the  bill. negatived 

Beecher,  Philemon,  tif  Ofno,  afitended 

remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  ibe  Ap- 
propriation bill      -       -       "       -       - 

Bellinger,  Mr.,  leperted  a  bill  making  appiopri* 
atiotts  for  ^e  public  buildings,  dbc. 

Bennett,  Malcolm,  a  bill  for  the  r^ief  of,  need 
iwieB    --....- 

Bennett,  Samuel,  a  bill  direding  the  name  of,  to 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  read  twice 

Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  Mr.  Sergeant  present- 
ed the  petition  of  sundry  merchants,  pray- 
ing inoemnity  for  seizures  under  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  State 

BeAnuda  Hundred,  of  Virginia,  a  bill  to  anthor- 
ht  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  at,  read  twice 

Bibb,  W.  W.,  Governor  of  Georgia,  copy  of  a 

letter  from,  to  General  Andrew  Jackson  -  1076 

Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 
relief  of,  read  twice 

Birdseye,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  Daniel  Booth,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  - 
read  twice         -.--.. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        . 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed 

Bland,  Theodoriok,  the  repoh  of,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  South  America,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  .*.... 

Blount,  William  G.,  of  Tennesae,  attended 
Booth,  Daniel.    (See  Birdaefftj  Ac) 
Boundariea  of  Land  Districts^  u  bill  from  the 
Senate  designating  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordeied  to 
a  third  reading  *  •  .  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  14J0 
the  Senate  disagreed  tathe  amendment^  -  1488 
and  the  House  of  Bepiesentetives  receded  1488 
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-  1038 


S34S 

1139 
1403 


BoQoty  Land,  a  bill  extending  the  ellowance  of^ 

read  twice     ------    411 

Boargoud*  Antoine.   (See  Dozet,  Jo$q>hS) 

Bowie  end  Kurts,  ana  otberi ,  advene  report  on 

the  petition  of 391 

Bremen,  letter  from  the  Borgomeeter  and  8ena^ 
ton  of,  to  the  Preeident  of  the  United 
States,  relating  to  commerdalreeiprocitiee  1638 

Britieh  8nbjecte»  a  Meeeege  from  the  Freeident 
of  the  United  States,  tnnsmitting  eopies 
of  epplicetions  made  bj  the  Britieh  Min* 
ister  in  behalf  of  certain 

Bronengh,  J.  C,  United  States  Annj,  aflidani 
of 

Brook,  Geofge  M.,  and  Bdmiuid  P.  Kennedj,  a 
bill  IbmHef  of,  nad  twiee     .        •        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paesed 

Brown,  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ci,  read 
twiee     •-•...• 
read  the  third  time,  and  peseed 
returned  from  the  6«iate,  with  an  amend- 
ment,  and  agreed  to       -        -        - 

Brjan,  Mr.,  of  North  CaroliBe«  wae^  on  his  own 
motion,  eicneed  from  eenring  en  the  Bank 
Committee,  on  the  ground  of  being  a 
stockholder 340 

Boenoe  AyreeGaiette,  enndrj  extraete  fiiem  the  1330 

Bunch,  Samuel,  letter  from,  to  General  Jackson  3349 

Burghart,  Adolphus,  the  bill  of  the  last  eeeaion 
for  relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Burr,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
on  the  third  reading  rejected      ... 

Butler,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  elected  a  member 

in  the  place  of  Mr.  BoberftMm,  resigned, 

was  qualified,  dec.  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension 

to  General  Stark 

on  the  miUtary  appropriations    ^ 
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Cadets,  the  bill  of  last  session  concerning  the 
admission  of,  into  the  MUilary  Academy, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  387 
reported  to  the  House,  and  laid  on  the  table     389 
a  bill  extending  the  allowance  of  pensions 

to,  twice  read 870 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...    873 
Caldwell,  Elias  B.  (9te  American  Colonizatum 

SoeUtv.) 
CaUan,  Patrick,  a  bill  for  the  n^ief  of,  twice  read    433 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1167 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        .  1194 
Campbell,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  of,  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts claim    .....    430 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      -        -    478 
on  the  resolution  concerning  the  initigatiott 
of  Indian  hostilities        -        .        •        •548 
Caro,  Jose  EsU^van,  affidavit  of        •        •        >  1007 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  othen,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  twice  read,  &c.  ....    39g 

Carter,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    546 
Castlereagh,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Adams  .......  i486 

Catlett,  Dr.  Hanson,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        •        -    '    -        .    433 
Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  &C.,. 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        -1147 


Censiis,  OB  motioii  of  Mr.  Canaphel,  a  sried 

committee  was  appointed  tm  prepare  al£ 

fi»r  taking  the  fourth 

a  bill  to  provide,  Ac,   accavdiagtf,  red 

twice     ...         -         ... 

Certain  Crimes  against  the  Unilftd  8iatcs,  a  fail 
from  the  Senate,  more  cflecmaBy  to  pf»- 
vide  for  the  punishmaat  ol»  raaid  twin    • 

Chambers,  Samuel,  commander  of  the  JMtuk 
ship^-war  Dee,  a  letter  froa,  to  Bar 
Admiral  Sir  David  MHiie,  oa  the  salyeci 
of  the  Nevrfonndland  fishfiffie 

Champa,  Phebe,  Mr.  Barber,  of  Oiiio,  pmcoiid 

the  petition  o^  refemid  -  -  .  •  % 
advene  report  thereon  ooncorvvd  in  -      -T- 

Chaplain,  election  of  a,  for  the  Hinum  of  Bcfn> 
sentativee      •        -         -         ...  5 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  the 
bill  of  last  session,  aathorizing  aeuhioi^ 
tion  to  the  stock  of  tho»  wan  rekned     •  d 

Child,  Ezra,  a  bill  for  the  reUef  oC  twiee  nsd  -  a 

Choctaw  Tribe,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poiadexls. 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  wcis  is- 
structed  to  inquire  ooaoaming  the  slila- 
ment  of  the   •        -        -        •        -      .  1 

Cireidt  CourU  of  the  United  Suies,  a  bin  fivn 

the  Senate  further  to  extend  the  j«iis&> 

tion  of  the,  read  twice    -        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeeed 

Clums,  appointment  of  the  atandinffooiiiauttBS  of  9 
Claik,  John,  Mr.  Allen  preeented  the  petitisa  of  IS 

a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  oC  it^ 
twiee     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and 
Clark,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  twiee  reai 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  BtdU^,  I>»udL) 
Clark,  JaoMe  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Sea^e  frrn- 
liel  oi;  read  twice,  and  rrterred 

reported  without  amendment     -       -     .- 

Clay,  Henry,  Speaker,  took  his 
speech  of,  on  the  bill 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Whitman  • 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  ooneeming  eadiH 
on  the  Massachusetts  claiin 
speech  of,  on  the  military  aMnmriatasas 

451,4H4Tt 

on  the  Seminole  repast  ...  61. 

on  aeknowMging  the  South  Ameficaa  ia- 

dependenee  •  -  •  -  .  •  116 
on  the  bill  for  the  oeevpation  of  Ploiidi  *  I^ 
thanks  of  the  House  to,  and  address  U, « 

adjoomment  -  .      -  Itf 

Clerki^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  a  committee 
vras  appointed  to  inquire  into  die  expedi- 
eney  of  authorising  the  empJoymeat  of 
an  additional  number,  in  the  War  De- 
partment      ...... 

a  bin  to  increase  the  number  of,  &c^  resi 
twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  .        .       .      - 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallraadge,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  inelnicted  to  in- 
quire^ into  the  expediency  of  prondisf 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of,  of  the  dif* 
triet  courts,  by  the  Pnsident  • 
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1317 
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CoastiDg  Trade,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  aapple 
mentary  to  the  act  concerning  the,  read 
twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,        .        .        « 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  ... 
€obb,  Thomas  W^  of  Georgia,  attended  - 

remarka  o^  on  the  bill  granting  a  penaion  to 
General  Stark        ....     337»  338 

on  referring  certain  docnmenta  from  one 
committee  to  another     ...     369,  371 

•peech  of,  on  the  motion  to  poetpone  the  aub- 
ject  indefinitely 373 

on  his  motion  to  refer  the  two  reports  of  the 
Seminole  eommittee  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole 637 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  sale  of 
lota  in  Washington        ....    643 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolntiona        •    588 

on  the  motion  for  indefinite  jxMtponement  113i 

on  adhoring  to  the  rejection  or  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill  to  admit  Missonri 
into  the  Union 1438 

Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mir. 
Folger,  the  Comltiittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  the  benefit  of 

drawback  to 336 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice       -        -    436 
Coins,  United*  States  and  foreign,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  regnla* 

ting 333 

detailed  report  of  said  committee        •        -    788 
a  bill  to  regulate,  dbc,  read  twice       -        •    796 
(See  Foreign  Ccins.) 

Colburn,  Reuben,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gage,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dtc,  were  direct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king compensation  to     -        -        -        -    438 
Cole,  Mehitable,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the 

relief  of,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •    331 
read  the  third  time,  atid  passed  ...    334 
Colston,  Edward,  of  Virginia,  attefided     •        •    391 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Linn*s  reeolutions  con- 
cerning the  migration  of  slaves      -        •    337 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  military  establish- 
ment      -        •    636 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolutions         •    834 
Colombian  Institute,  Mr.  Herbert  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  1139 
Commerce  and  Mannfrctores,  appointment  of  the 

atanding  committee  on  -        -        •        -    391 
Commissary,  Abraham,  an   Onondsga  Indian, 

Mr.  Ogden  presented  the  petition  of       •  1074 
Coogrese,  a  Ull  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of,  read  twice,  and 
indefinitely  postponed    .        •        -        •  1440 
usual  reaolutions  preparatory  to  the  close  of 

the  session 1441 

adjournment  of,  tine  die   .        .        .        •  1444 
Oonatitution,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the,  read  twice  1038 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1419 

laid  on  the  teble 1430 

Convention,  copy  of  the,  with  Great  Britain     -  1693 
Coppersmiths,  of  Boston,  adTene  report  on  the 

petition  of,  agreed  to      ....    334 


Page. 

Copy-Rights,  a  bill  concerning  auita  brought  on, 

read  twice    -        -        - .      -        -        -    434 

Cowan,  John,  an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of^ 

revened,  and  a  hill  oraerad    ...    386 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twice,  dec.        •    391 

Cnnch,  William,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read 

twice,  dee.     ......    870 

Creek  Nation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  anthoriaing 
the  purchase  of  certain  lands  reserved  to 
the  chiefs  of  the,  read  twice  .        .        -  1147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...  1153 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1166 

Cross,  T.,  Captain  United  SUtes  Army,  a  state- 
ment made  upon  honor,  by    -        -        -  3336 

Crowell,  John,  Delegate  from  Alabama  Territo- 
ry, attended 390 

Cougar,  Daniel,  of  New  York,  attended  -        •396 

Cumberland  Read,  a  notice  to  inaert  an  appropri- 
ation for  the,  in  the  general  appropriatipn 
bUl,  carried '-  1148 

Currituck  Sound,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
fiietures  were  instructed  to  inooire  into 
the  expediency  of  staking  the  channel  of    396 

D. 

Davidson,  William,  a  new  member  from  North 
Carolina,  in  place  of  Daniel  M.  Forney, 
was  qualified,  dtc  .        .        .•       . 

Davis,  Henry,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the  relief 
of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •    "   - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  a  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Asylum  for  the,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
De  Forest,  David  C,  correspondence  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  Sute  •        -        -  1614 

De  Kalb,  Baron,  Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  the  monument 
to  the  late  Major  General       ...    731 

laid  on  the  table 738 

De  Kraflft,  Edward,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  remonstrating  against  an  alleged 
violation  of  his  contract  for  printing      -    340 
Delafield,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    436 
a  third  reading  rejected     ....    446 
De  la  Ronde,  Pierre  Dennis,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate Ibr  the  ralief  of         •        •        -        -  1317 
twice  read,  and  referrad    ....  1337 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1338 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  Company,  a 
bill  authorising  subscription  to  the  stock 

of  the,  read  twice 488 

Denton,  Little  dc  Co.,  and  Harmon  Kendricks,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...    334 
Dequindre,  Louis  and  Antoine,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  ralief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred    438 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1434 
Desha,  Mr.,  ramarks  o(  on  Mr.  Holmea's  resolu* 

taon 373 

on  the  motion  to  rafer  the  Seminole  reporis      639 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  mili- 
tary establishment         .        •        ,        .    636 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions       «        ,        .  1038 
Deslande,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  tho  Senate  for 

the  relief  of    -        -        ••        «        •        -  1411 
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DMlande,  Rosalie  P. — oooUnned.  Page, 

bill  IwiM  read,  •Adralemd       ...  1417 
r«poit0d  without  amendmont    •        .        .  1431 

Detroit,  o  bill  from  tha  Senate  to  t%w%  tbo  pow* 
era  of  the  eomminionen  for  deouUng 
cUima  to  land  in  the  diatriet  «f,  nad 
twiee HS3 

O&rect  Tax  and  Internal  Dutiea,  a  bill  concern- 

Inf  tbe,  read  tirice»  dec  ...    £go 

IMaemtinuanoe  of  Soite,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, the  Judiciary  Committee  were'  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  pronnon  lor  the  -  -  •  8119 
n  bill  to  prevent  the,  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third 


-    315 
Diatnel  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  atandiag 

committee  on  the S91 

the  Speaker  pieaented  a  letter  from  Judge 
CrMchft  tmnamitting  a  code  of  jnriapni- 
dence  for  the,  prepmd  by  him  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  Congreei  -  -  399 
en  motion  of  Mr.  Herbert  the  Clerk  wna 
directed  to  contract  for  the  printing  of  two 
hnndred  and  ftftr  oopiea  of  eaid  code  -  384 
Mfoned  to  the  jndgie  of  the  circnit  court 

and  district  attorney      ....    870 
bin  concerning  the  Banks  of  the,  twice  lead   1164 
Dix,  John  A^  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice!^  and  referred         •        -        -  1 139 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1149 
Documents,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  joint  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  fimnking  of  certain, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    313 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, agreed  to     -        -        -        •        .    340 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  similar  resolution 
in  relatton  to  the  documents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea, 

read  twice 880 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1x46 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  Clerk  of  the  House,  took 

his  seat 889 

Dox,  Jacob,  letter  from,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims        -       .        .        .        .    312 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  dec.         -    844 
Doiet,  Joeeph,  and  Antoine  Bourgoud,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  -        .        -  1411 
twice  read,  and  referred    -       •        .        -  1417 
reported  with  amendments        ...  148I 
Drake,  John  R.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -    898 
Dttfour,  John  James,  and  his  associates,' Mr.  Hen- 
dricks preeented  the  petition  of,  reforred  -    484 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  readmg  ...    437 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  -        •        •    489 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall  the  Tote  of  rejec- 
tion was  reconsidered  and  the  bill  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee       ...    433 
committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  laid  on 

thetable 435 

Dunlap,  Richard  O.,  letter  from,  to  General 

Jackson 8S44 

Duin,  Thomas,  8ergeant-at-Arms,  the  Speaker 

.waa  authorised  and  requested  to  employ 

counsel  to  defend,  in  the  suit  brought 

against  him  by  John  Anderson      -        -    433 

DuTOrge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

forrelief  of,  read  twice  -        •        .        .  1488 
Dyer,  R.  H.,  late  Colonel  of  Tennessee  irolun- 

te«n»  ktter  from,  to  Genertl  JackiOa    -  8948 
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Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  •      .  S98 
Easter,  Richard  J.,  letter  from,  to  Gen.  Jukaon  S344 
Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  the  billoflut 
session  to  incorporate  the,  was  ordeied  to 

a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  patsed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  aasodoMBto 

and  agreed  to         ..... 

Edwards,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  molioB  to 

postpone  indefinitely  Mr.  Holmis*  rwola- 

tion 37S 

on   his  resolution  of  inquiiy  niative  to 

Florida 681, 6tt 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  stan^og  Com- 
mittee of       -        .        .... 
Electors  of  President,  dbc    (See  Coiutiliite, 

Mr.  Dickerson's  amendment) 
EUicott,  Benjamin,  of  New  Vorit,  attended 
Entriee  of  Land,  a  bill  frMn  the  Senate  pnrrid- 
ing  for  the  oorreetien  of  erron  in  makiDf, 

lead  twice 14S 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  •       •      •  14S) 
Equestrian  Sutue  of  Waahington,  a  bill  fromtlM 
Senate  to  erect  an,4n  the  Capitol  t^varc, 

read  twice IliS 

Enrin,  Jamea,  of  South  Carolina,  attended       -  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolationf      -  lUS 
Erring,  George  W.,  correspondence  of^  with  tht 

Secretary  of  State  -        -'     -.       1657, 18$3 
correspondence  of,  with  Don  Pedro  Cevilioi  1659 
correqiondence  o(  with  Don  Joie  Pinr- 
ro MTW.mT 

Bzpendituree  for  oaptiifes  at  sea,  a  letter  fran 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nm^ry  withatsteawsti 
of  the,  in  obedience  to  a  raaolution  tff  the 
laat  session    -        -        .       .       .      • 

Export  Entry  and  Oath,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SJU* 
bee,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Msui 
were  instructed  to  inquire  respectiaf  tha 
time  allowed  for  completing  the     • 
(See  Revenue.) 

ExporU,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trti- 
suiy  with  a  atatement  of        •       •      - 

Ezteniion  of  Streeti,  a  bill  nuthoriaDg  the,  is 
certain  casee,  by  the  Corporation  of  Wuh- 
ington,  read  twice  .       .       •      - 

?ead  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Extra  Allowances,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Neleoo, 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  were  author* 
ized  to  make  to  the  eerrants,  Ac,  of  the 
House  the  same  ae  were  made  at  the  Itft 
session 

Extra  labor  of  Soldiers,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  relattYO  to  -       .       •       - 

P. 

Falee  Entries  for  benefit  of  Drawback,  a  bill  pro- 
viding additional  penalties  for,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fariah,  Thomas  B.,  the  bill  of  laat  leisioo  for 
relief  of;  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  • 
returned  from   the  Senate  amended,  aad 

agreed  to 

Fatigue  Duty,  a  bill  from  the  SenaU  to  regnlato 
the  pay  of  the  Army  when  employed  oa  • 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  n  third 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  • 
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Page. 
FiBtDces,  annual  Treaavry  report  of  tho  state 

of  the 30» 

Fire  Eoginea*  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author* 

ixing  the  purchase  of,  twice  read    -        -1433 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  -        .        -  1440 
Fint  ComptroUer,  a  letter  from  the,  wifii  a  Uet 
of  perMDt  who  have  not  rendered  their 
accoanU  for  eettlement  •       -        •        •    444 
Fisher,  Cbaries»  a  new  memher  firom  8ouA  Gar*> 
olina,  in  place  of  George  Mumford»  d^ 
oaaeed,  waa  qualified,  dcc«      ...  114ft 
Florida,  Mr.  Hophineon  aahmitted  a  motioii  re- 
qneBting  of  the  Preeadent  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  the  correspondence  of  «ur 
Minister  at  Madrid  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  arm/  in         -        -        •    892 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed      ......    408 

Mr.  Bdwards  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry in  relation  to  the  military  posts  o^ 
in  possession  of  the  United  States  -        -    581 

amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -    683 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  reply 911 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning a  provisional  gOTemment  for      -  1419 

a  bill  authorising  the  President  to  take  pos- 
session of,  twice  read      ....  1423 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1430 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  with  an  exception        -  1440 

Floyd,  Mi.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Holmes's  raao* 

lution 871,376 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  appro- 
priatioBs        ......    450 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb*s  motion  to  n§u 
the  Seminole  reports  to  tha  Oommittae  of 

the  Whole 638 

speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  -  -  -1104 
Folfer,  Walter^  of  Massachusetts,  attended  •  291 
Ford,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lor  relief 

oA  twice  read,  and  refened    .        -        -  1237 
reported  with  amendments         ...  1416 
Foreign  Affiurs,  appointment  of «  select  iCoaumU 

tee  of 298 

Foreign  Coins,  a  Mil  from  the  Senate  to  oontinQe 
in  force  the  act  to  regulate  the  currency 

of,  read  twice 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Por«9gn  Merchandise,  the  bill  of  last  session  re- 
lating to  the  duties  on,  was  indefinitely 
postponed      ---..- 

Fontgn  Seamen,  the  bill  of  last  session  author- 
ising the  ai^reheneion  o^  deeerting,  was 
read      .----.- 

Fetfeiture  of  Land,  dtc,  Mr.  Harrison  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Public  liands  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  continuing  the  aet  to  suspend  the, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 
reported  without  amendment  •  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        - 

Feisyth,  John,  of  Ceorgia,  the  Speaker  commu- 
nicated a  letter  from,  containing  notice 
that  he  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
House  ..--•-- 

Fowler,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lor 
leliefof,  read  twice        -       -       -       - 


Page. 

France,  a  ImU  continuing  the  currency  of  the 

orowna  and  &-firanc  pieoes  o^  read  twioe  -    796 
See  {Foreign  Coau,) 

Franking  PriviTege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gamett, 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dee.,  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the,  to  agrienltniml  socie- 
ties in  their  correspoodenee  with  each 

other 1087 

a  bill  in  conlbrmity  thereto,  was  twice  read  1168 
a  third  reading  negatived  -        .       -        -  1894 

Freaeh,  Thomas.    (See  Kinsley,  Adm^) 

Friendly  Creek  Indians,  a  letter  from  the  Seeia- 
*tory  of  War  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
the 681 

Fdnk,  Luther.    (See  Bing,  Hannah,) 

FugitiTO  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  hy  law,  for 
the  deliTering  up  or,  dbc        ...    648 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice    -        -        •    661 

FttgitiTos,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H«  Nelson,  the  Cook- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  >expedienCT  of  author- 
ising the  President  of  the  United  Stetea 

to  demand,  iic 

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  - 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions        ... 


on  the  Missouri  bill  - 
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Gadsden^  J.,  Aid-de-camp>  letter  fimn,  to  Gene- 
ral Jackson 2020 

affidavitmadeby  -        -  2828^ 

Gaines,  Ctonernl  B.  P.,  letter  firom,  to  the  Seere- 

taiyofWar-  -  1967,2068 

letter  from,  to  Colonel  Clinch    -       -       -  1976 

to  Commodore  Patterson   ...        -  1976 

to  General  Jackson    -       .       -       -       - 

Galea  and  Seaton,  election  of,  as  printers  to  the 

House 

a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  have 
elected,  also  as  printers 

Gallatin  and  Bush,  Messrs.,  the  President's  com- 
miuion  investing,  with  plenary  powers, 
te  form  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  .-.--- 

instructions  firom  the  Secretary  of  Stete  to  1514 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stete 1526 

protocols  of  their  conferences  with  the  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries       ... 

further  instructions  to,  from  the  Secretary 
of  Stete 

Galloo  Island,  a  bill  for  erecting  a  lighthouse  on, 

read  twice     .-.--- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente, 

and  agreed  to         .        •        .        -        - 

Gardiner,  John,  the  Sfieaker  presented  a  letter 

firom,  transmittmg  a  map  of  Alabama 

Territory,  and  of  the  mititery  bounty 

lands     -.----- 

a  proposition  to  furnish  soldiers  with  copies 

of  the  latter  at  a  reasonable  price,  was  re* 

jeeted    ..-•--- 
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.  1583 


1573 

1428 
1426 

1440 
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Pftg«.l 

(Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  m  eommiiloo 

was  appointed  to  request  of  the  Preridont 

eopiee  of  the  correepondence  between  the 

Dopertment  of  Wtr  and  the  Gotemor  of   498 

a  MeMage,  tranamitting  the  correspondence 

asked  for 439 

another  Message,  with  copies  of  a  letter 
from  the  GoTomor  oU  to  General  Jackson  1073 
Gtbboy  Samoel,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  twice  read    301 
Gilbert,  Sjlvester,  n  new  member  from  Conner 
ticat,  in  place  of  Mr.  Holmes*  resigned» 
attended,  and  was  qnalified,  dec.     -        •    970 
Giles,  Aqnilla,  n  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  ro* 

lief  of,  read  twice  -        -     ,-        -        -'  4S9 
reported  withoat  amendment     •        -        -    615 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed        -        -  1440 
Glasscock,  General  Thomas,  commanding  the 
Georgia  militia,  letter  from,  to  General 

Jackson 2386 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  ro* 

lief  of 1317 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1337 

rejection  of  the  bill  recommended  by  the 
committee     ......  1416 

Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  for 

ndief  of,  read  twice        ....    443 

Gotemment,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  off  for  the  year  1819,  read  twice    787 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  116I 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1163 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1403 
read,  and  referred      .....  1410 

agreement  reported,  with  one  exception     -  1416 
the  House  concurred  with  the  committee  in 
the  exception         -        •        -        •        -  1484 
Grand  Biter,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hitchcock,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufiio- 
tursa  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of  en* 
try  at  the  mouth  of       •  -     •        •        .    398 
Gruity  Vincent,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice 1433 

Qrsat  Britain,  papers  relating  to  the  contention 
of  the  20ih  October,  1818,  between  the 
United  States  and         ....  1446 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of 1411 

read  twice,  and  referred  .-        -        «        -  1417 
GonboaU  Nos.  149  and  164,  the  biU  of  last  ses- 
sion, authorising  the  payment  of  money  to 
the  officers  and  crews  of,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         .-----    541 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •    646 
Gunpowder,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  allowanoe  of 
drawback  on  tne  exportation  of.    (See 
Imported  Cotton,  in  which  bill  it  is  in- 
cluded.) 

H. 

Hadfield,  George,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .....  ii94 

Haile,  John,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  at  the  last  session,  adterse  to  the 
petition  of,  was  concurred  in  -        •        -    346 

Half-pay  Pension^  a  bill  extending  the  time  of; 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi- 
ceis,  seamen,  and  msrines,  twice  read    -    319 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    394 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  14S6 
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Hall,  William,  of  Delaware,  atteodsd       •      -  3 

Hambly,  W.,  certifioUos  of       -         -       -      •  a. 

Hamburgh,  applieatioa  to  llie  Ptcstdent  fiom  Ik 
Burgomaster  and  Senate  o^  in  idsAieB  is 
oommeictal  lecipiticftioa  •  -  liSr 

Hamilton,  A.  W.,  Umre  to  wid^imw  his  pspoi 

granted  to     •        •        -         -        -      -  » 

Hanoeatae  Towns,  a  Meesagie  ham  the  rumkm 
in  relatioB  to  the,  lefeiiod  to  tho  Cemsut- 
toe  of  Wajrs  and  Menne  -      - 1. 

Harper,  Samuel  H.,  the  Mil  of  Uol  siiaiiiii  for  ic- 
U^  oif  ordered  to  a  third  rawliBg    . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pnsoed 

Harrison,  WiOiam  H.,  of  Ohio,  nttoftdcd  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  admission  of  the  Repre- 

sentatite  from  Illinois    -         ... 
speech  of,  on  the  reeolntion  to  adinltllliasii 

into  the  Union      ..... 
remarks  ol^  on  the  bill  lor  additional  dciki 

in  the  War  Department 
on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  GcoenJ 

Stark 

on  hii  motion  relating  to  Ibrleitare  and  nk 

of  lands        -        -         .         ... 
on  a  resolution  concerning  the  trial  of  A^ 

buthnot  and  Ambrister  -         ... 
speech  of,  on  the  Half-pay  Pension  InII 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  conoeminip  Cadeti  • 
speedi  of,  on  the  biU  to  extend  the  term  ^ 

pensions,  Ac.       ..... 

remarka  of,  on  die  military  etaWiAiynt 
intfoductory  of  a  reaolutaon  rcepectiog  nuli- 

taiy  punishment  -  -  -  .  -  li: 
i^ieech  of, on  the  Seminole  reselntions  -  ^1* 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  todi^de  thufprn- 

taon 113 

in  defence  of  Colonel  TmmlKiIi  •  lll< 

on  the  bill  relating  to  forfeiture  of  hndi, 

dice Its 

Hart,  Eli,  a  biU  Irom  the  Senate  for  relief  of  •  !4i:| 
read  twioe^  and  referred  -  ...  ui? 
the  committee  recommend  rejectiea  of  tbe 

biU       -        -        -    ,  -         .        -        lia 
Haskell,  Lois,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pstitim 

of,  agreed  to IK* 

Hawkins,  Colonel  Benjamin,  letters  fiosDL,  ta 

Colonel  Nicholls m 

Heister,  Joseph,  of  PennsyWania,  attended      -  38 
Henley,  David,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fer  rsfie' 

of 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .       - 
reported  without  amendment     - 

Herbert,  John  C,  of  Maryland,  attended  - 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  concerning  ths  mle 

of  reserved  lots  in  the  Ci^  of  Wsshins- 

ton 816^«J 

Henick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  attended  >       .       -  3:1 

HiU,  Rees,  abill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  - 1^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .       .  IS? 

reported  without  amendment    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 

Hinds,  Bardett,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  tiric*  ^ 
Hitchcock,  Peter,  of  Ohio,  attended-  -  -  ^ 
Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fer  relief 

of I|^ 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  *  "  *iS 
reported  with  an  amendment  .  '  ' '? 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  m  aoeaM  M 
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Hogg,  Samuel,  of  TeBDe«ae,ftltond«d  -  -  S91 
Holmei,  Mr*,  remarki  o(  introdocmg  a  reaola- 

tion  respecting  the  Seminole  war   -     367,  871 
on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to 

Florida 

speech' of,  on  the  Seminole  report 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  same   -        .        - 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  occupation  of 

Ploride 

Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  the  bill  of  last  session  £or  re- 
lief of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    * 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
Hopkinson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  bill  to 
establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
on  Mr.  Holmes's  resolution       ... 
speech  ot,  on  the  Seminole  report 
on  the  bHl  for  the  occupation  of  Florida     - 
Hoetetter,  Jacob,  of  PennsyWania,  a  new  mem- 
ber, in  place  of  Mr.  Spangler,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
House  of  Representatives,  list  of  members  who 
attended  the  opening  of  the   .        -        . 
Hughes,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
Hutchins,  AIpheas,Mr.  Litermore  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 


681 
600 


-  118i 
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484 
436 

313 

376 
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1006 
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390 

296 
298 
306 
311 


344 
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411 
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Illinois,  the  Speaker  presented  a  copy  of  the  con- 
stitution of   -        -        -        -        -        - 

referred  to  a  select  committee  for  examina- 
tion, and  rep3rt     -        -        -        -        - 

report  of  a  resolution  to  admit,  read  twice 
debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Mr.  McLean  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le* 
gislature  of,  concerning  persons  settled  on 
reserved  lands,  referred  >        •        .        . 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   - 
Mr.  McLean  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  government,  referred  - 
a  bill  granting  land  for  the  purpose  prayed 
for,  read  twice       -        -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -  .     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        r 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of^  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   .-----. 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  - 
a  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -  -  - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  new 

land  oflSce  in  -        -        - 

on  proceeding  to  read  the  bill,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present 

Importation  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  the  bill  uf  last  session  snpplemen- 
taxy  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the,  was  refer- 
red         

Mr.  Hostetter,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition,  on  the  subject  of  the^  referred  to 
the  same  committee  .... 
(See  Shvc  Trade.) 

Imported  Cotton,  a  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...    426 
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1436 

1426 

1440 

1441 


320 
426 


Page. 
Imported  Salt,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  abolishing  the  duty  on      -    297 

a  report  against  the  expediency  -        "    389 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson,  the  same  com- 
mittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  relating  to    444 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  laying  a  doty  on, 
read  twice     -        •        -•      •        -        -  1101 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1439 
Imports  from   Canada,  Mr.   Palmer,  of  New 
York,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  concerning        .        .        •        •    440 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        •        -        -    442 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collectiou  of  duties  on,  read 
twice    .-..--..  643 

a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
dutiee  on,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  1036 

Independent  Governments  of  South  America,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  show- 
ing the  applications  made  by,  to  have  a 
Minister  <v  Consul  General  accredited  by 

the  United  Sutes 1600 

Indian  Trading  Establishments,  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  a  system  provi- 
ding for  the  abolition  of  the  existing,  re- 
ferred     366 

a  bill  concerning  the  abolition  of,  read  twice    646 
Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  the     -        •        -        •        •        -    293 

Mr.  Herrick  presented  a  memorial  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  establish- 
ing schools  among  the,  referred      -        -    436 

on  motion  of  Mr#  Lincoln  the  select  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  obtain  and  re- 
port anunal  information  concerning  the    428 

a  loll  to  authorize  the  President  to  select 
such,  as  be  may  think  best  prepared  for 
the  change,  and  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  he  msy  deem  best  to  civilize  the  same, 
read  twice 646 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  similar  character, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...  1427 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1432 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1436 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  into  efiect  treaties  with, 
read  twice,  and  referred         -        -        -1 163 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1431 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        -  1436 
Indiana,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  admits 
ting  the  State  of,  into  the  Union,  read 
twice 428 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  certain  lands  granted  to,  for  a  seat 
of  government,  read  twice     .        -        •  1216 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1402 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed .  -  -  1410 
Instigating  Indians  to  hostilities,  Mr.  Campbell 
submitted  a  resolution  instrncting  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  punishing  as  spies  white 
men  who  may  be  found  ...    647 

considered,  and  negatived  ....    548 
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iDitraclioiis  to  Boards  of  Lan4  ConmiiMtonen, 

a  letter  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treai- 

Qry,  traii«mitting  copies  of  his        -        -    481 

Internal  Duties  and  Direet  Tax,  a  letter  from 

the  same,  transmitting  sundry  statements 

in  relation  to 418 

Internal  Improvement,  appointment  of  a  seltet 

committee  on        -        -        -        -        •     294 
a  hill  to  appropriile  a  fand  for,  read  twice    474 
liiTaHd  Pensions,  a  bill  concerning  read  three 

times,  and  passed  -        -        -        -        -    819 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  hill  concerning,  read  twice  1036 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  1489 
a  Mil  regulating  payments  to,  read  twice   -    7fi6 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed ...    787 
retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1429 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  1423 
Invalids  of  the  Revolution,  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion concerning,  was  taken  up,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    367 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    870 
Irish  Settlers  in  Illinois  Mr.  Olsgett  submitted 

m  resolution  concerning  ...    412 

consideration  negatived     *        .        -        «    413 

Island  ef  New  Orlemns,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  adjoeting  oktais  to  land,  dfco.,  in  the 

district  east  of,  read  twice    -        .        .    1037 

reported  without  amendment     ...  ll63 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  pasaed  .        •        .  1436 

J. 

JudesoB,  Major  General  Andrew,  on  motion  of 
flf r.  Rhfa,  *the  Message  of  the  President 
in  1816,  recommending  a  confirmation  of 
tiie  grant  of  land  made  by  the  Creole  In* 
dians  to,  was  referred  to  the  Oommiltee 
on  Public  Ijande 297 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  a  committee  wee 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President 
copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may 
h«ve  passed  between  the  Secretary  of 
Wiir  and,  as  well  as  of  any  letteis  bo* 
tween  the  Crovemor  of  Georgia  and  the 
sanM 428 

a  Message  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
SeereUry  of  War  in  reply     ...    439 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola      ....         1828,  1968 

letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  1978,  2008, 

2069 

letter  fiora,  to  Governor  Maaot  ...  1984 

to  the  Commandant  of  St^  Mark's     -        -  2014 

the  memorial  of,  to  the  Senate, presented  by 
Mr.  Rttfus  King 2308 

Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
^       presented  the  petition  of,  on  behalf  of  the 

Revolutionary  survivors,  referred    -        -    298 

report  thereon  in  full  -        -        -        -    347 

another  petition  from  the  same,  praying  that 

f^     the  report  may  be  acted  on    •        -        -  1421 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1427 

Jarrett,  Nicholas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  d^ 640 

Jefiisnon  County,  Virginia,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  of  land, 
the  property  of  the  United  Sutes,  lying 
in,  read  twice        .....  1139 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1147 


Jervais,  Samuel,  the  deposition  o(  endoied  in  a 
letter  from  General  Gaines  to  the  Secre* 

tary  of  War 1956 

Jervey,'Thomas.Hall,  the  bill  of  last  session  fur 
relief  of,  was  taken  up  and  ordered,  to  i 

third  reading    * 466 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •      •  471 
Johnsonf  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  Chairman  of 

Military  Committee  -  .  .  .  S9S 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concemiog  Ar- 

buthnot  and  Ambrister  -  -  -  368, 389 
on  the  bill  oonceming  widows,  Ac,  •  -  39S 
on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  military  ^^pro- 

priation  bill 447 

speech  of,  on  the  said  bill  -  ...  463 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Seminole  reports  8tt 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 

relative  to  the  Military  EstabUshmeot    •  531 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions       -       -    665, 663 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  Mr.  Spen- 
cer's Bank  resolution     -        ...  934 

Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  •  314 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriation  bill  461 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  -  -  466 
on  the  Seminole  reports  -  ...  630 
on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  Bank  charter 

1146, 1341 
on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  Florida    -  1430 
Jones,  John  Rice,  a  bill  for -the  relief  oft  twice 

read  -  -  -  -  ...  801 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  read,  and  referred        -       .      -  434 
reported  without  amendment     -       .      -  443 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      - 1430 
JOnesy  Mr*,  of  Tennessee,  speech  of,  on  the  8«d- 

incrie  reports  -        .        -        ..-704 
Jones,  Walter.  (See  American  Cohnizotion  8^ 

eUty.) 
Jones,  WiUiam,  President  of  the  United  Ststei 

Bank,  the  memorial  of  -        -       -      -  H^ 
Jouett,  Matthew  H.  (See  McCaUa,  Roberi.) 
Jourdan,  B.,  and  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of, n«' 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -  -  H^ 

reported  without  amendment     •  - 1^^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •      .1433 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  the      -        -        -        -       -      .  393 
Judicial  System  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  further  to  extend  the,  twice 

read,  and  referred ^ 

reported  without  amendment     •       .      -   935 

K. 

Kellogg,  Giles,  the  unfavorable  xeport,  ot  Itit  les- 

sion,  on  the  petition  of,  was  concurred  in   41< 
Kendricks,  Herman.  (See  Dmton,  IMtb,  A  Co*) 
Kennedy,  Edmund  P.  (See  Brook,  George  M.) 
Kensie  and  Forsyth,  the  bill  of  last  setsioB  for 

the  relief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  54i 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 

ment -  l^J 

read  and  referred       -       -       -       -      '  ^j^. 
agreement  reported  and  concurred  in      - 1'*' 
Kermion,  Labadoyere,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  ibr 

relief  of,  read  twice,  dee.        •       -      '^^ 
Key,  F.  S.  (See  Americmt  ColmtvuUkn  SM^') 
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Kidd,  RobeHt  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  oi,  twioe  reed  • 
orderad  to  a  third  feeding  ... 
read  the  third  Ume,  and  peaaed  - 
Kindelan,  GoTemor  Sob.,  a  letter  from,  to  hie 

Excellency  George  Cockbnm 
Kifig,  Willlam»  the  bill  of  laet  aeaaion  for  the  re- 
lief of,  ordered  to  a  third  raading   •        •    346 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  •        -        •    867 
King,  Sampaon  8.,  the  IhII  of  last  aeaaioa  for  le* 

lief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •        -    434 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  .        -        •    436 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in        -        •        -    888 
Kinalej,  Adam,  and  Thomaa  French,  the  biU  of 
laet  aeattoo  for  relief  of,  wae  taken  npy 
amended  by  adding  the  name  of  G.  B. 
Leonard,  and  ordered  to  third  reading     -    Sifr 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .    641 

L. 

Lacock,  Mr.,  strictttres  on  the  report  by,  on  the 

Seminole  war 8360- 

reply  of,  to  the  same 2369 

Lafitte,  commandant  at  Barrataria,  letter  from 

Colonel  Nicholls,  to       -        -        -        .  1948 

Lambert,  William,  Mr.  H.  Nelson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    298 
report  of  the  committee  thereon        -        -  1403 
(See  Longitude  of  the  CtmitoL) 

Lancaster,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baasett,  was 
admitted  to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the 

House 787 

the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from,  express 
ing  gratitude,  d^c.  ...  .  1037 

Land  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the 
Cleric  was  directed  to  furnish  to  each  of 
the  standing  committees,  a  copy  of  the  -    320 

Land  and  Naval  Service,  a  bill  to  proYide<fer  ce^• 
tain  persons  engaged  in  tbe^  reed  twice, 
and  referred 1236 

Lands  Sold,  northwest  of  Ohio  riYer,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitting statemente  of,  dbc.     -        -        -    418 

Languille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fbir 

relief  of 1411 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  1417 
reported  with  en  amendment     ...  1431 

Latitude  of  36<>  SO'  N.,  a  resolution  from  the 
Senate  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  an  artist  to  ascer- 
tain the,  on  the  west  bank  of  Tenneseee 
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river 1403 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  .  -  .  1410 
reported  with  amendments ;  laid  on  the  table  1431 
Latrobe,  Benjamin  H.,  the  Speaker  presented  a 

letter  from,  referred  -  -  .  -  -  443 
Lawrence,  William,  the  report  on  the  petition 

of,  made  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 

the  Secretary  of  War  -  -  -  -341 
Lawyer,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  attended  -  -  288 
reoaarks  of,  on  the  repoit  in  the  case  of  Gilee 

Kellogg 417 

Lee,  Richanl  Bland,,  the  Speaker  presented  a 

letter  from»  enelosiog  the  claim  of  Jacoi> 

Dox,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Olatma  312 
LefiDTre,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice  ....  1432 
Leflwich,  Adjutant  General,  copy  of  a  letter  from, 

to  Genetml  Gaines         ....  2142 


Leonard,  Cbarlee  S.    (See  Smsiey,  Adam.) 
Jjewis,  William  B.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the 
relief  o(  oidered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment^ 
and  agreed  to        -        -        -        •        - 

Library,  a  resolution  firom  the  Senate  for  a  joint 
committee  on,  agreed  to,  and  the  same 
appointed      ...... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  read  twice,  and  referred    . 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  elected  in 
place  of  Mr.  Parris^  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc. 290 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Du- 
four  and  others      .....    432 
Oft  the  milltory  appropriation  bill        •        -    488 

Linn,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -        »  289 
remarks  o^  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 

migration  of  slaves         ....  386 
Little  Prince,  Tustonuggee,  a  talk  from,  to  the 

American  commander  in  the  Indian  nation  1974 
Live  Oak  Timber,  a  bill  authorising  the  pur- 
chase of,  read  twice       ....  437 
a  bill  firom  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -  1217 
read  tvrice,  and  referred    ....  1237 
reported  without  emendment     ...  1402 

Livermore,  Arthur,  of  New  Hampehire,  attended    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension 

to  General  Stark^ 

on  the  rcaolution  to  repeal  the  act  to  eetab- 
lish  the  districts  of  Memphremagogf  Qs- 
wegatchie,  dbc       ..... 
on  the  appropriation  for  TrumbulTs  paint- 
ings      ....        ... 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reporte    • 

Longit«de  of  the  Capitol,  the  Speaker  presented 
a  letter  from  Mr«  Lambert,  accompanied 
with  two  hundred  copies  of  afaetraete  of 
cakttlationa  to  ascertain  the  - 

a  joint  resolution  authorising  the  Preaident 
to  cause  astronomical  observe tione  to  be 
made  to  ascertain  the,  read  twice    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  - 
Loomis,  Jairos,  correspondence  of,  with  Cooubo- 
dore  Patterson  ..... 
Louisiana,  a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  cer- 
tain land  claims  in  Missouri  Tenitovf 
and  State  of,  read  twice 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeuiy, 
with  a  draft  of  a  bill,  referred 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  fox  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titiee  in  Mieseuri  Teiw 
ritory  and,  reed  twice     -        •        . .      - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -     .  - 

read  the  third  timcy  and  passed  ... 

returned  with  ameiidmente        ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        - 

Lovell,  J.,  Surgeon  General,  report  of,  on  the 
Army  rations         -        .        .        .        - 

Lower  Creek  Nation,  petition  of  the,  to  Governor 

Cameron 2049 

Lewndee,  William,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  attended    314 
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Lowndei,  William— continued.  Page, 

fpeecb  off  on  Mr.  Spenow's  jbtnk  reeolu- 

tiom 338,334 

on  the  military  appropriation  bill  -  470,  436 
on  the  Seminole  reporte  -  -  -  -  913 
remarki  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

eame  indefinitely  >  -  .  .  .  1133 
on  an  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  -  -  1143 
■peech  of|  on  the  rcsolation  to  repeal  the  bank 

charter 1883 

Lacas,  John  B.  C,  and  Clement  B.  Penroee,  a 

billfor  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    398 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    641 
Lnengo,  F.  Gaco  Y.,  Commandant  of  St  Mark*a, 

the  defence  of 1993 

letter  from,  to  General  Jackion  ...  8300 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 

morial  of,  referred  ....    397 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    313 

M. 

Maekay,  James,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  in  reference  to  •        -        -    439 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    680 
Maclsy,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to 

General  Stark        •        -        -        -        -    337 
on  a  resolution  concerning  the  documents 
relating  to  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister      -    968 
Maelay«  William,  of  Pennsjlvania,  attended     -    396 
Macomb,  Aleiander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
firming the  claim  of      ....  1187 

read  twice 1194 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1313 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1337 
Madrid,  a  Message  from  the  President,  trsnimit- 
ting  a  copy  of  his  proclamation  o(  the 
convention  concluded  at         -        -        -    444 
Major  Generals,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resoltr- 
tion  instructing  the  Military  Committee 
to  prepare  a  report  to  reduce  the  number 
of,  to  one      ......    466 

Manly,  Daniel,  and  Aaron  Walker,  the  adverse 
report,  at  last  session,  on  the  petition  of, 
was  considered  and  concurred  in    >        >    313 
Manufactured  Articles,  a  bill  to  increase  the  da- 
ties  on  certain,  imported,  read  twice,  and 
referred        --.-.-    911 
Manumission  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Irving  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  New  York  Society  for 
promoting  the,  referred  ....    430 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs    640 
that  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole         *    661 
Marr,  George  W.  L^  of  Tennessee,  attended     .    437 
Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -    889 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  claim      -    419 
Mason,  James  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended      -    383 
Massachusetts  Claim,  discussion  of  the     •        -419 
Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  the  bill  of  last  session  for 
relief  of,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading        ...    433 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -    483 
report  thereon  ....--    430 

Maiot,  Jose,  Governor  of  West  Florida,  copy  of 

a  note  from  ......  1846 

letter  firom,  to  Major  White  Youngs  -  1848 
correspondence  of,  with. General  Jackson  1848, 

1984,  3303,  3810 


Modical  Soeiely  of  the  Distriel  of  Columbia,  te 
bill  of  last  session  to  liicorpor«te  the,  wit 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  icafim  431 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa^ed  -491 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  anendswati  11# 
conaideredy  and  cooconed  in     -        -       -  Uli 
Meicer,  Chariee  F.,  of  Virginia,  atlcnded        -  39 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  relative  ta  the 
slave  trade    -        -        -         -         -       -  4C 

on  taking  op  the  military  nfipropriatioB  UH  4tf 
speech  o^  on  the  said  bill  -        -       •  ts: 

remarka  of,  on  a  proposed  anmndiacat       >  171 
speech  of,  on  the  oonstmction  of  mililarf 
roads    -        -        -        -         -        --4I3 

remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Sem- 
inole reports  -        -         -        -       •  SS9 

on  the  resolution  respertiog  a  monuauat 

toDoKalb itl 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reeolotioos       •   T£ 
Merchandise  and  Tonnage,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  the  chairrasn  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
statements  of  the  gross  amount  of  dotus 
on,  for  a  specified  period         -         -       -  1331 
Merrill,  OrMmus  C,  of  Vermont,  attended       •  S9 
Merrill,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  the 
claim  o^  as  assignee  of  Joho  Cameroo, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pea- 
sions,  &JC     -        -        -         •         -       -  <iS 
Message,  the  President's  annual  (in  Senate  pro- 
ceedings)     -        -        -        -         -       -    K 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the,  was  referred 
to  appropriate  committees       -         .       •  9! 

Michigan  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnsoo, 

of  Kentucky,  a  committee  was  appoiotsi 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aUowing 

a  delegate  in  Congieaa  to  -    -  -  ^ 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  election  of  a  delegate 

firom,  read  twice    -         -         -         .       *  SIS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .       -  4SS 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -       •  ^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amf>ndmtn*»i 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -         .       .  lOK 
Middleton,  Henry,  ^of  South  Carolina,  attended  98 
Milford  and  Oswego  Turnpike  Company,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  prcaented  the 
petition  of  the        -        >        -         .       -  314 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  instructed  to  report 
at  next  session  a  copy  of  the  rules  sad 
regulations  for  the  -        >        -       -  I^^ 

Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  oommit- 

tee  on  ^        -        -        -        -        .-91 
Military  Establishment*  report  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War  on  the  subject  of  the      -       *  ^ 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  twice        -       -   ^ 
first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  laid  on  the 
table -   54« 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  allowing  forthff 

time  for  iasning  and  locating,  read  twies   597 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed        -       -   ^ 

Military  Punishments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hsni- 
son,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  ia- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  -        -        -       -  '1' 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the,  and  to  make  good  a  defi- 
cit in  former  appropriationa,  read  twice  -   ^ 
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bill  ordered  to  a  third  reeding  .  -  >  846 
reed  the  third  time,  end  peaeed  -  -  367 
a  bill  making  appropriettona  for  the,  for  the 

year  1818,  twiee  read    ....    486 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        >    614 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaecl        .        -    630 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta    767 
conaidered,  and  concarred  in      •        -        -    881 
Military  Servicea  daring  the  late  War,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sawyer,  the  Military  Committee 
were  inatracted  to  inquire  wltether  any 
mlterationa  or  amendmenta  are  neceaaa- 
ry  in  the  act  making  provision  for  -        -    336 
Military  Sitea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the 
Military  Committee  were  ioatructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  aale  of  certain         ....    646 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  aale  of  certain,  read 

twice    -        - 1426 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed        -        .  1433 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  comtnittee  on  the 

organization  and  discipline  of  the  >        >    293 

a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the,  read         .    646 

Mr.  Harrison's  report  on  the  organization 

and  discipline  of  the      -        -        -        -  2401 

Miller,  Stephen  D.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    416 

apeech  of,  on  the  military  appropriation  bill    610 

Miller,  P.  Mm  letter  from,  to  General  Jackson    -  2360 

Mills,  Elijah  K^  of  Massachusetts,  attended      -    366 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  military 

roads     -        -        -        .        •        -        -    484 
remarks  o(  on  the  reaolution  relating  to  the 

inatigating  the  Indiana,  &c.   ...    648 
on  the  appropriation  for  Trumbull's paintinga  1 144 

Milnot  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice         ....  X482 

Milne,  Sir  David,  rear  admiral,  dec.,  correapond- 
ence  of,  with  Captain  Chambera,  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Pee,  in  relation 
tothefiaheriee        -        -        -        -        -  1499 

Minia,  laaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice     ......  1139 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        •  1147 

Minora,  enlisted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
granting  the  land  bounty  to   .        -        *     642 

Mint,  report  of  the  Director  of  the    -        -        -    370 

Miaaisaippi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufiic- 
turea  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  giving  effect  to  a  law  of  the 

State  of 312 

the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  o^  praying 

an  extension  of  limits,  was,  on  motion  of 

the  aame,  referred  to  the  oonnnittee  on 

the  admission  of  Alabama  Territory        -    370 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  land  to,  for 

certain  purposes,  waa  read  twice    -        -  1 147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  116% 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -     •  -  1166 

Misaouri,  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  anhmit* 
ted  a  reaolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieney  of  creating  a  aeparate 
territorial  government  on  that  part  of, 
called  the  Arkanaaa  country  .  .  -  413 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  >  414 
(See  ArkanaoB  TtrrUory*) 


Miaaonri,  Legialature  of— continued.  Page, 

the  Speaker  preaented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,   praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  dec.  referred  -        -        -    418 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the,  to  form  a 
State  goTsmment,  dec,  read  twice  >  1166 

debate  on  the  bill 1170 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  -1216 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1217 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

which  were  all  concurred  in  except  one  .  1436 
both  Honeea  adhere,  and  the  bill  lost  .  1438 

a  bill  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  gor- 
emment  lor  the  southern  part  of,  read 

twice,  dec. 422 

Mitchell,  David  B.,  copy  of  a  letter  to,  from  A. 

Arbuthnot     •        -  .        •  2060 

extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

War  ....  2064,2140,2289 
extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  George  Graham, 

acting  Secretary  of  War         ...  2164 
extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  General  Gainea  -  2290 
anawer  in  writing  of,  to  certain  interroga- 
tories put  by  the  Senate  committee  on  the 
Seminole  campaign        ....  2281 

Mobile,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 

inhabitanta  of,  concurred  in    >        .        -319 

Montgomery,  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter, the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  inatrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
diency  of  authorizing  the  land  officera 
weat  of  Pearl  river  to  receive  additional 
evidence  in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  the 
legal  repreaentativea  of  .  -  .  .  346 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represents. 

tives  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  391 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  418 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    422 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  in  place 
of  Mr.  Ingham,  resigned,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat 290 

Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  .    289 

remarks  of,  on  bis  motion  respecting  the 
PitUburg  and  Waterford  road         .        -  1076 

Morgan,  William.    (See  Armstrong ^  John,) 

Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      •    289 

Moaeley,  Jonathan  O.,  of  Connecticut,  attended    289 

Moaa,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  •    479 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...    488 

Muhlenberg,  Major,  copy  of  a  letter  to,  from 

General  Gainea 2068 

Mnmlbrd,  George,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  •    290 
the  death  of,  announced  to  the  House,  dec.    436 

Mnmphremagog,  d^c,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana 
were  inatrncted  to  inquire  into  the  exp^ 
diency  of  repealing  the  act  eatabliahing 
thediatricuof 346 

Mwder  Creek,  reply  of  General  Gaines  to  the 

inhabitanta  of        -        -        .        -        -  2144 

Muacle  Shoala,  Mr.  Blount  preaented  the  petition 
of  aundry  inhabitanta  of  £aat  Tenneesee, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expenae  of  removing  obetructiona  to  the 
navigation  in  the,  referred      .        •        •    398 

Maaoogee  Nation,  address  of  the  ehiefe  of  the,  to 

the  King  of  England      ....  196I 

Muse,  Lawrence,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means     •        -  1037 
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McCalla,  Hobort,  ud  Matthew  H.  Joueit,  §,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice      ...    764 
read  the  third  timer  and  paaeed  ...    787 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aa  amend- 
ment     1433 

Goniidered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1433 
MoCartj,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of.  1167 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1194 
reported  without  amendment     -        •       •  1316 
MeCauiey,  Matthew,  advene  report  on  the  pet»> 

tion  of 490 

McCaueland,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read 

twice -    936 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1438 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...  1436 
McCoy,  WilUam,  of  Virginia,  attended     -       -    389 
McDonald,  Captain  Jamee,  a  bill  anthcmzing  the 
equitaMe  eettlement  of  the  aceonnte  of 
the  late,  twice  read,  dec         ...    680 
McGregor,  Sir  Gregor,  tranalation  of  the  eom« 
miaeion  of,  aa  Brigadier  General  in  the 
aervice  of  the  united  pronncee  of  New 
Granada  and  Venezuela         ...  1613 
Mclntoeh,  Lachlan,  and  othera,  Mr.  Cobb  pre- 
gented  the  petition  of  the  Legialature  of 
Georgia,  praying  that  the  landa  granted 
to,  aa  commiseionera  appointed  by  aaid 
State  for  surveying  certain  landa,  dec, 
may  be  confirmed,  referred    - 
Mclntoeh,  John  N.,  letter  from,  to  the  Hon.  A. 

Laoock 

McKeever,  Lieutenant  J.,  affidavit  of       -        - 
McLane,  Lewis,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  inspect  the 

books  of  the  United  Sutea  Bank,  d(c    - 

speech  of,  on  his  amendment  of  the  same  - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  Territo- 

rialgovernment  in  Arkansas  - 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  Bank 
charter  ---... 

McLean,  John,  of  lUinoia,  was  qualified,  dec    - 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Electiona,  oonr 
firming  the  election  of  - 
McMinn,  Joseph,  extract  of  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor, to  General  Jackson      ...  3346 
McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  rer 

lief  of^ 1411 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1417 

N. 

Naming  the  Veesela  of  the  Navy,  a  joint  resolu- 
Itttion  preecribing  the  manner  of,  twice 

read 1383 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        -  1388 

National  Bank.     (See  Bank  of  the   VmUd 

Navy,  appointment  of  a  aelect  committee  on  af* 
fairs  of  the 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  President  of 
the  United  StaAea  wea  requeeted  to  canae 
t»be  laid  before  the  Honae  a  statement  ef 
what  had  been  done  under  the  act  for  the 
gradual  inoreaae  of  the  -        -        - 

a  Measage  from  the  Preaident,  traaaautttng 
a  report  in  reply   ..... 

a  bill  making  appropriatiana  for  the  anpport 
of  the,  for  the  year  1819,  twice  read,'  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...    433 
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bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
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paane 
returned  from  the  Senale  wtth  asai 
conaidend  and  eoncnirad  in       -         -        - 

Navy  Agents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallraadge,  tte 
Naval  Committee  were  inetnicted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  amount  of  aecurity  required  firost 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice      ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  with 
a  list  of,  vrhohave  discharged  the  baluiees 
against  them  ..... 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  sundry  stnlemente  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  abowing  the 
condition  of  the    ..... 

additional  papers  from  the  same  on  the  asb- 
ject  of  the     ...         -         -        - 

a  letter  from  the  eame,  with  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Commiasionera  of  tine   - 

report  of  the  Naval  Committee  thereon 

Negro  Fort,  Eaat  .Florida,  a   letter  from   the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  aiuidry  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  destruction  ot  the    - 
Nelson,  Thomas  M.,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time 
of  pensions  to  widows,  dtc    ... 
on  the  bill  regulating  pensiona  ... 
speech  of,  on  the  Semmole  reporta    • 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  attended 

preeented  the  memorial  of  William  Lam- 
bert      

apeech  of,  on  the  military  approprintiona   - 

Nelaon,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 

Nesbit,  Wilson,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    - 

Neuville,  Baron  Hyde   de,   a  paper   received 

from,  by  the  Secrete^  of  State 

a  letter  from,  to  the  same  -        .        .        . 

Newapapere,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the 

Cferk  was  directed  to  fnrniah  the  oaoai 

number  of,  to  members  - 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended   - 

named  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaeturea         ... 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning foreign  seamen  -         .        .    359 
on  the  biU  to  regulate  passenger  ships 
on  the  Masaachusetts  daim        ... 

New  York,  the  bill  of  laat  seeaion  ta  alter  the 
time  for  holding  the  circnit  court  of, 
which  had  been  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  amendments,  waa  indefinitely  poat- 
poned 

Nieholb,    Colonel  Edward,   commanding    the 

British  forces  at  Penaaeola,  copy  of  the 

proclamation  of     -        -        .        .        - 

copy  oC  a  letter  from,  to  GoloDel  Haarkina 

copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbuthnotto,  308^  3351 

copy  of  akMer  from  Bobert  C.  Ambriater  ts^ 

Nimma,  William  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  reed 
^        twice,  dec    ...        ... 

Norrie,  Isaac  W.,  Mr.  Sergeant  preaented  the 

Sitilienof    --.-.. 
arolina,  a  joint  reeolnlion  bmn  the  Sen- 
ate dtrecling  a  aurvey  at  oertaia  partaof  the 

ooaat  oi,  lead  twic^  and  referred   • 
reported  without  aoMndment,  and  ortesd 
to  a  tbiffd  reading  •       -        .        .       - 
read  the  third  time^  and  pasaed 
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Officer!  of  the  Costome,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Holmee,  the  report  of  the 'Secretary  of 
the  Treaiary  on  the  emolnmenta  of,  com- 
mnnieated  at  the  laat  leation,  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana  -  324 
that  committee  diacharped,  and  aabject  re- 
ierred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Mannfactnrea 366 

Ogden,  David  A.,  of  New  York,  attended  -    391 

Ogle,  Alexander,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     -    289 
remarka  of,  on  the  hill  concerning  widowa  -    897 
Ohio,  Mr.  Haniaon  submitted  a  resolotion  con- 
cerning the  seasions  of  the  circuit  court 
of,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -    344 
unfiivoimble  report  thereon         ...    89$ 
Onia,  the  Clievnlier  Don  Luia,  dec,  correapond- 

ence  of,  with  the  Secfetaiy  of  8t«te        -  1629» 

1889,  2101 
Order»  detailing  the  genofml  oovrtRnaartial  Anr  the 

trial  of  Arbothaot  and  Ambriater  -  •  2242 
Ordinance,  tetrilenaJ,  Mr.  dergeant  sabmitlad 
a  resolution  inatmcting  the  Jodidary 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienej 
of  enacting  a  geneaal*  dec  -  .  •  647 
OrganiaatioB  of  the  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  more  convenient*  read  twice, 
and  referred  .....    593 

reported  without  amendment    «>        .        -    704 
Orr,  Benjamin,  of  Masaachuaett%  attended        -    889 
remarks  o4  on  the  Massachusetts  claim    -    421 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oU  read  twice    -  1423 
read  the  third  time*  and  paased  -        -        -  1426 
Owen,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  attended        •    291 

P. 

Palmer,  John»  of  New  York,  attended  -    889 

speech  of,  introductory  of  «  resolution  oen- 
aemiog  importa  60m  Canada  -    440 

Parephin,  Santiago,  examination  taken  beJbfe  -  2233 
ParkhUl,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  Nlief 

of 1893 

read  twice,,  and  referred    -        -        -        .  1402 
indefinite  postponement  recommended       --  1421 
Parrot,  John  T.,  of  New  Hoapahire,  attended    289 
Paesenger  Shipe,  the  hill  of  laei  aeasion  to  regu- 
late, was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  tUrd 
reading         .-.---    418 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed  -        -        -    416 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  anendmeBte  1037 
agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  -       -        -  1393 
Patent  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to 

the,  read  twice  .  •  .  -  .  1432 
Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  289 
Patteraon,  Daniel  T.,  a  letter  to,  from  Genera] 

Oainee 1976 

a  letter  from,  to  Lieutenant  Crawley       -  1977 
correspondence  of,  with  Sailingmaster  Loo- 

mia 1978 

letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy   -  1981 
Patuzent,  a  bill  fttmi  the  Senate,  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .    392 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table          ....  1402 
PawKng,  Levi,  of  Pennaylvanie,  attended        -    341 
Pearl  River,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  Miasisaippi,  praying 
that  a  poet  of  entry  may  he  eiBtaUWMd  at 
the  mouth  of 1149 


Pftge. 

Pegram,  John,  of  Virginia,  elected  a  Kepresent- 
ative  in  pli^ce  of  Mr.  Goodwyn,  deoeaeed, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  290 

Pennsylvania,  a  bill  concerning  western  district 

court  of,  twice  read       -        -        -        -    311 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        .        .    32O 
a  bill  concerning  the  marshal,  attorney,  and 
dark,  of  Ihe  same,  read  twice        -        -    416 

Penrose,  Clement,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read -    398 

indefinitely  poetponed  -     '  -        -    642 

Penaion  Liat,  report  firom  the  War  Department 

of  persene  placed  on  the        -        -    322, 488 

Pensions,  the  bill  of  last  seeaion  regulatings  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    415 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted        -    416 

Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  committee  of       -    291 

Peniiona  of  persons  under  guardianship^  a  bill 

to  provide  for  payment  of;  read  twice    -    640 

Penyman,  George,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to 

Lieutenant  Sands 2063 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  the  bill  from  the  SenaU  for 

relief  of,  read  twice        -        .        .^     .  ii83 

laid  on  the  table 1433 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anihmy.) 
Pettit,  John,  n  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice 1422 

Phenix,  Jehu  Lewie,  examinalion  of,  before  the 

general  eeort  aaartial     .        -        .        .  2270 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  alteaded  -    290 

remarks  oU  intioduetoiy  of  a  vieaohitiett  to 

reconsider  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the 

benefit  of  Dufour,  dbc  -        -        -        -    431 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriationa    -    411 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  bank  charter  1861 

in  reply  to  Measrc  Sergeant  and  Lowndes  1304 

Piracy,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  protect  com- 
merce, and  to  pnniah     ....  1403 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        «        -  1410 
reported  without  amendmeBt,  and  ordetad 

to  a  third  reading  -----  1416 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        -  1417 

Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -  289 
remarka  oi,  on  Mr.  TayWa  motion  for  oer' 

tain  eommitteea  -  -  -  .  -  294 
on  title  propriety  of  admitting  the  Repre- 

senuuve  from  UMnoie  -  -  -  -  296 
on  the  Beanmarchaia  claim  ^-  •  381,  323 
on  the  ball  extending  the  term  of  penaiena 

to  widows  -•-•-.  396 
on  the  Maaaaehnaetle  claim  •  •  •  421 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appsafniationa  -  480 
in  defence  of  Colonel  Trumboll        -       -  1143 

Pittaburg  «nd  Wnterford  Read,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
R.  Moore,  the  Committee  on  Roada  and 
Canals  were  inatrneted  to  in^iira  into  the 
espedieney  of  authorimng  a  aubscriptioa 
to  tho  stock  of  the         ....  1074 

PUn,  report  of  a,  for  the  orgnnization  and  daacip- 

lineofthemilitin 2414 

Pleaaanto,  Jamee,  of  Virginia,  attended     •        -  289 

Poindeacter,  George,  of  MWasippi,  attended  *  290 
renaika  of,  on  adaittittg  the  Repreeantative 

from  lUinoia 296 

of,  on  the  reeahitien  lo  adoiit  the 
308 
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Poindcxtor,  George — conttnaed.  Page* 

rcmarke  of,  on  the  reiolation  eoneerning  the 

migratioii  of  slaves         ....    330 
on  the  reference  of  certain  documents  from 

one  committee  to  another  -  -  -  371 
on  the  military  appropriationa  -  -  .  486 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  resolution  to  refer  the  Semi- 
nole reports  ..-•••  538 
speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  that  case  •  936 
remarks  qU  on  his  motion  for  indefinite  poeU 

ponement      ...•-.  1133 
on  the  occupation  of  Florida     .        .        •  1438 

Poinsett,  J.  R^  the  eortespondence  o(  with  the 
decretary  of  State,  on  the  South  Ameri* 
can  States,  ordered  to  be  printed    -        •    986 

Poirej,  M.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the  relief 
of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    545 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    547 

Polereskj,  John  L.,  Mr.  Gage  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   ..... 

Poole,  Benjamin,  the  bill  of  last  session^  for  the 
relief  of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
t^rd  reading         .....    541 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    544 

Porter,  James,  of  New  York,  attended       -        •    393 

Porter,  John,  the  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  at  the  last  session,  was  considered, 
and  concurred  in  -        •        •        -        •    390 

Ports  of  Entry  and  Delivery,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manu&eturee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  several  acts  establishing    -        -    389 

Postage,  the  Britbh  Minister  rebukes  one  of  his 
correspondents  for  the  heavy  expense  for, 
imposed  on  him     .....  3050 

Postmasters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office,  dtc.,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  allowance  to,  on  the  main 
route,  dec.     ......    340 

Mr.  Livermore  presented  the  petition  of 
certain 1103 

Poet  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  regulating  the,  read  twice         •        -  1383 
'  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  part  of  the 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  1393 

read  twice 1403 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1410 
read  the  tl^rd  time,  and  passed  ...  1417 
Poet  Office  and  Post  Roada,  appointment  of  t]i« 

standing  committee  on  -        -        -        -391 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

read  twice 1146 

ordered  to  m  third  reading  •        -        •        -1416 
read  the  third  time^  and  paased  •        .       •  1493 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  Mnendments 
and  conenrred  in   •       •        •       .       •  1440 

Preble,  Oommodora  Edward,  officers,  and  crew, 
the  bill  of  last  session  authorising  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  sum  of  money  among,  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...    391 
read  the  third  time«  and  paased  •       -       •    893 

i^e-emption  Rights,  the  Speaker  preeented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  LegieUtuce  of  Missouri  rela- 
tive to  703 

he  also  prenanted  another,  relating  to  their 

additional  judge    -        •        •        .        .    703  i 


President  of  the  United  Sutee,  M«aan»  Taykr 
and  Baldwin  were  appointed  a  ^"'■^■'i-TT 
to  wait  on  the,  and  ln£>nn  iiiin  of  the 
readiness  of  the  Honee  to  receive  nay  cam- 
munieation  he  may  have  to  nanke  to  them  Sit 
report  that  they  have  peifenood  tho  duty  -   9C 

Presque  Isle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore*  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  instmcted  to  repert 
at  the  next  eeasion  toschin^  tike  bv  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of     -         -       .  Ul* 

Prevoet,  Solomon,  e  bill  frooi  the  ^'^lef^  fer  the 

relief  ol^  read  twice,        -         -         -        -  ItC 

Price,  Jamea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o<^  rend  fwks, 

and  referred  -        •        -         .         •        -  m 

Pfinting  for  the  two  Hooeee,  a  joint  reeninliwi 
from  the  Senate  lor  appouituay  a  joint 
oomauttee  lo  eonaider  tlfe  eebjecl  oC  reed 
three  timee,  and  paseed  •         -         .        .    xr 
committee  aq>oiBted  on  the  pert  of  the  House   3M 
report  of  the  joint  committee  cooconed  in  -    41€ 
the  veto  of  eoncurrenee  rareneidiicd.  and 

the  report  recommitted  -         -        ..411 
aame  report  again  iianded  in      -  -436 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  directing 
the  manner  of,  Ac^  wae  reed  three  timm, 
and  passed    •  -         -        •  ItX 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointmeot  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -         -         .        .   tf. 

Property  Loot  and  Destroyed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  the  Militaiy  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  ezpedjency  ef 
providing  for  the  payment  lor  .        .    SIS 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        •        -         .         .       .   411 

Propoeals  made  to  General  Jackaon  bj  the  dtil 

and  miliuiy  Governor  of  Weet  Piotida  -  tttt 
Prosecution  of  Suits,  dte«,  a  bill  to  anthoriae  the, 

Ac 44S 

Prout*  William,  ■  bill  from  the  Senate  anther^ 
ixing,  to  bring  suit  against  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildinge         •        .  Ill* 
read  twice         ...        .         •        .  tSS7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •         .        .  13I3 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -  .  IW 

Provident  Aesociation  of  Clerlca,  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate tne,  read  twice    -         -         -        .    435 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .        .    431 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -         .        .   43S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amemi> 

ment |f74 

considered  and  concurred  in       -         .        .1141 

Pruaaia,  Hamburg,  and  BresMn,applicntioiMre> 
ceived  from  the  Govemmenta  ol^  in  rela- 
tion to  commercial  redprocitiee      >       •  16S 
Publifl  Accounta,  a  bill  to  provide  £»  the  prompt 

settlement  of,  read  twice        -  .       .        .589 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a 

mittee  on  the  •  -  .  .  .394 
a  message,  transmitting  the  report  of  the 

Commissioner  of  the      • 
a  bill  making  appropriations  lor  the,  6u^ 

read  twice  ••-.•.  4$4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .1411 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  I41l 

Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  ataad- 

ing  committee  on  •        -        -        -       .391 
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Ptge. 

Pablie  Luids,  ftppointnieiit  of  ib«  stoniUng  com- 

mittoeon      ......    291 

Pablie  Printing,  the  report  of  the  joint  oommit- 
tee  on,  coneidered  end  ooncnrred  in»  end 
a  committee  appointed  to  certy  the  eame 
intoeiect 1418 

Qaarles,  TumUlI,  of  Kentucky,  attended         -    S90 
remarks  of,  on  the  indefinite  peetponement 
of  the  Seminole  report  ....  1184 

R. 

Rabun,  William,  GoTcrnor  of  Georgia,  a  letter 
from,  to  the  Secretarj  of  War  on  Uie  enb- 
ject  of  Captain  Obed  Wright's  attack  on 
an  Indian  village  *  -  -  - 
letter  from  General  Jackeon  on  the  same 
subject  -----. 

Rations,  report  of  the  Surgeon  General  on  the 
armj    ------- 

Reoeipta  and  Expenditures,  annual  statament  of 
the,  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuij 
Receivers  and  Registars,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Her- 
rick,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj 
of  amending  the  act  changing  the  com- 
pensation of         .....    890 

a  bill  from  the  Sonata  to  fix  the  sslsriee  of  1411 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1417 

indefinitalj  postponed       -        .        .        .  1431 
Reduction  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williama,  of  North 
Carolina,  submittad  a  motion  that  tho 
Militsrj  Committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  a 
considered  and  agreed  to  - 
committae  dischsrged  from  iU  farther  con- 
sideration    - 1149 

Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended         -        -    289 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  appro- 
priations        450, 478 

on  his  resolution  respecting  the  memorial 

to  De  Kalb 722 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -  1061 
Reed,  Robert  Rsymond,  of  Georgia,  electad  to 
supply  the  piece  of  J.  Forsyth,  resigned, 
was  quslified,  dtc.  ....  i236 

Reed,  William,  a  bill  fbr  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

read  twice    ......  1282 

read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  ^        .        .  1828 
vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  1898 
Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  d^c    ......    485 

Relinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  s  bill  cincem- 
ing  the  allowance  of  pensions  upon  a, 

read  twice 1152 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed                  -  1 165 
Renner  end  Heath,  the  bill  of  last  seeeion,  for  the 
relief  of,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
retttrned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amand- 
ment,  and  ooncnrred  in         -        - 
Reply,  Mr.  Lacock's,  to  the  etricturee  on  his 
report,  copied  from  the  Natk>nal  Intel- 
ligencer       -.--.-  2369 
ReTenue,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  eoilectaon  o^  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  324 


890 

1140 


424 

425 


-    832 


Pege. 
Revisal  and  Unfinbhed  Business,  sppointment 

of  the  standing  committee  on  -  •  292 
RoTolationary  SurriTors,  a  select  committee  ap- 
.pointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the 
laws  concerning  .....  203 
Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Governor  of  New  York,  and  others,  in 
behalf  of,  referred  to  eame  committee      -    891 

Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  sttended                 -  290 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Holmes's  resolution      -  878 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  military  appro- 
priation bill 478 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report              -  855 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

ssme  indefinitely 1 185 

Rich,  Charlee,  of  Yermontv  attended                  -  889 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  the  pension 

term  to  widows,  dec     ....  395 

on  the  rceolntionto  repeal  the  Bank  charter  1141 

Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  attended  *   -        •  889 
Ring,  Hannah,  and  Luther  Frink,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice        1        .        -        .        .  428 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        -        •  788 

read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  .        -        .  882 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

snd  concurred  in  -        -        -       -        -  1488 

Ringgold,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended  -    844 

Roads  and  Canals,  a  report  from  the  Seoretaiy 

of  War,  concerning       ....    544 
a  letter  from  the  eame  on  the  subject  of 
constructing  .....  2443 

Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  sttended       -    290 
remarke  of,  introductory  of  a  reeolution  rel- 
ative to  the  creation  of  a  separate  territo- 
rial goTernment  Ibr  a  part  of  Missouri     -    413 

Rockville  and  Waahington  Turnpike  Company, 
Mr.  Herbert  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred     424 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  Company  to  extend 
their  road  through  the  Dietriot  of  Colom- 
bia read  twice,  and  committed  -    484 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    444 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .    445 

Rodriguex,  John,  s  bill  from  Uie  Senste  ibr  relief 

of,  reed  twice,  d^.         ....  1417 
Rogers,  Thomss  J.,  of  PennsylTsnia,  attended  -    889 
Ruggles,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusette,  attended    889 
Rush,  Richard,  scting  Secretarr  of  State,  corre- 
spondence of,  with  Mr.  Begot         -        .  1496 
letters  from,  ss  Minister  at  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,         1607, 1572, 1578, 1587 

S. 

Salariee  of  certain  officers,  a  bill  from  the  Sonata 

to  increase  the  ....  -  825 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  886 
blanks  filled  and  reported  to  the  House  -  1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1162 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1154 
Sale  of  Public  Lande,  Mr.  Simkins  oS&nd  a  re- 
solution concerning  the  ...  347 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretaij  of 

the  Treasury         -        -        -        .        .    886 
a  bill  from  the  Senste  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the,  twice  read  and  referred    -  1272 
reported  with  an  aaiendment    ...  1409 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1439 
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Ptfe. 
Bandi,  lientenAnt*  •xtract  of  a  letter  to,  from 

George  Perrymaii  -        -        -        -  2137 

eopyof  ft  letter  fnuB,  to  Col.  Win*  King  SUM) 

SaTftge  Jobn,  of  New  York,  ftttended  -    389 

Sawyer,  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    290 

efieeeh  o^  on  the  Seminole  report  -    760 

Schuyler,  Philip  J.,  of  Now  York,  attended      -    289 

Scott,  John,  Delegate  from  Mieeoari,  attended  -    290 

remark!  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a 

eeparate  Territorial  government     -        -    413 
gpeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  edmit  Missouri     -  1196 
Seott,  Lieutenant  R.  W.,  letter  from  to  Qeoeral 

Gaines 2069 

Scott,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice 87t 

Scudder,  Tredwell,  of  New  York,  attended        -    289 
Seamen,  report  from  the  Secretery  of  the  Navy 
of  the  proTision  made  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of 644 

Seminole  Campaign,  so  much  of  the  message  as 
relates  tnereto,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs      -                 -    293 
a  moMage  transmitting  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the    34$ 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs  two  thousand  five 
hundred  additional  copiee  of  said  message 
and  documento  were  ordered  to  be  printed    346 
incidental  dieeuseion  on  the      -        -    897,  379 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  *  -    M6 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentndky,  submitted  a  mi- 

■oihy  report         -----    618 
both  reporto  referred  to  a  Coanittoe  of  the 

Whoio 980 

Mr.  Meroer  oubmittad  a  reoolutkm  asking 
for  coptes  of  the  instniefions  from  the  8e- 
orataites  of  War  and  Navy  to  their  re- 
opeelive  offioera  relative  to  the  destmetion 

ofatet 786 

the  resolution  agreed  to  '  -        -        -        -    787 
thAiesolntions reeammended  in  the  first  re- 
port negativod       ...         1132,4133 
memorial  of  General  Jaokson  on  the  subject 

of  the 2338 

19enae,  Pierre,  affldavit  of         -  2096,2334 

Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennaylvania,  attended       -    389 
speech  of,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  136$ 
Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Corolina,  attended     -    290 
Seybert,  Adam,  of  Peonsylvanis,  attended       -    289 
Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  dtc.,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Newton,  a  deficiency  in  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  purchase  of,  was  ordered  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund         -    436 
Mr.  Newton  also  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
lating to,  twice  read      .        -        -        .    436 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    438 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in  -        -        •    662 
Sheppard,  Sarah,  an  advene  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in     -        -        -        •  1074 
Shields,  Thomas,  and  othen,  a  bill  concerning 

twice  read,  dbc.     -----    434 
Sholer,  Ceptain  Stanton,  a  bill  far  the  reUaf  of, 

read  twice,  dtc     -       .        .        •        -    411 
Sick  and  disabled  seamen,  a  bill  from  the  -Senate 

providing  relief  fi}r,  read  twioe        -        -  1074 
in  jefiMtely  pffttpwwd        .        -  -  1432 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massaebusatto,  attended  -     289 
Silsbee,  John,  Mr.  Spencer  presented  the  petition 

of 1074 


le 


-  s^ai 


8S 


4e 


-   5!i 


Simmends,  Benjamin,  ad 

tion  of,  reversed,  and  a 
biU  fi»r  the  relief  o^  read  twice  aad 
Simkiw,  £ldred,ef  Soutk  Caralin, 
lemaike  of,  on  Mr* 
on  the  bill  extending  the  tcraa  of 

to  certain  widows,  dtc  - 
speech  of,  on  bill  for  oiganiaing  Che  militk  -  it 
on  the  rssekition  to  ivdaee  thejnnsj  -       -list 
Sinking  Fund,  report  from  the  CoInmismenfM, 
on  the  state  of  the         .         _        -       . 
Skeate,  George,  affidavit  of      -         -        -       - 

Slaves,  appointment  of  a  select  omnauttfli^  ea 

the  unlawfiil  introduction  of  - 
Slave  Trade,  two  resolutions  by  Mr.  Meieer  rela- 
tive to  the,  agreed  to       -         -         -        - 

a  letter  from  the  SecrBtary  of  the  Navy 
transmitting  copies  of  all  inetnictions  to 
oommanders^  on  the  subject  of  the 
ditto  from  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasozy, 
with  a  statement  of  veaaels  oeiaed  and 
condemned  under  the  laws  prohibiting  the  K 
a  bin  in  addition  to  tiie  aet  to  pvohihit  the, 
read  twice     ...         .        .       .  SK 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •  lii: 

lead  the  third  time,  and  peaeed  -  -  14S 

retmned  firom  the  Senate  vriih  nnMBdmeBti, 
and  concurred  in   -        -         -         -       •  !iS 

Slocumb,  Jesse,  of  North  Carolina,  attonded  -  ^ 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended  -  -  9B 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  conoenua^  the  ok 
of  reserved  lota  -  .  .  .  . 
en  the  bill  relating  to  toraign  eaanien 
on  the  bill  concerning  Cadeta  -  .  . 
on  taking  up  the  military  approprimtUNis   • 

44S,4i3 

on  the  bill  itself 48 

speech  of,  on  an  item  of  appcopcintisn     •  ^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  -         -        .       .  474 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Williama  -         -        .       .  til 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  far  the  aale  of  Isit 

in  Washington SIS 

on  an  item  in  the  general  apprc^iiiation  lidl  n4S 


44i 


on  the  tonnage  bill 

Smith,  James  S.,  of  North 
Smith,  Ballard,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Smith,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the 
MUitaiy  Committee  were  iaateocted  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anthoii- 
sing  the  proper  accounting  oflioeca  to  set- 
tle the  accDunta  o(  dtc.  -        -        .      - 
Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Viiginla,  attended  - 
speech  of,  on  the  military  apptoBnatiaos   - 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  lefar  theSss^ 
inele  reporto  .-••.. 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Missiwiri     • 
Smyth,  Harold,  the  biU  of  last  eeasien  far  ie> 
Uef  of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  i 
third  reading         ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       - 

South  Ameriea,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Johnsan,  ef 
Virginia,  a  committee  wae  appointed  to 
refuest  of  the  President  whether  epplict- 
tion  bed  been  made  by  any  ef  1km  Ger- 
emmento  of,  to  have  a  Minister  or  Ceafsl 
Oeneial  necredited  by  the  United  Stshi 
a  Message  from  the  PrasideBty  traBBUttiBff 
a  report  in  reply    -        -       •        •      • 
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P«ge. 
Southard,  Heniji  of  Now  Jonoj,  ftttondod       •    S89 
remark!  of,  oo  tho  bill  eonocming  cadots    -    388 
Spain,  a  Meaaage   tranamitting  copiea  of  tho 

troatywtih 1423 

ratifieation  of  the  ConTentioa  of  180S  be- 
tween the  United  Statea  and  -        -        -  1594 
the  Preaident'a  proclamation  of  the  aame  •  1694 
copy  of  the  convention  with      •        •       «-  1596 
papera  relating  to  the  treatj  of  amitj,  let* 
tiement,  and  limit*,  with         ...  1029 
Spanish  Colonies.    (See  South  America,) 

Spanish  Vessels,  a  list  of,  eaptnred  by  piratea 

and  brought  into  the  United  States        -  1913 
snmmary  atatement  of  moneys  taken  ont 
of,  and  brought  into  the  United  States    -  1915 

Special  Depositee,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  concerning  the  balances 
due  from  State  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  held  as     \        -        -  1409 

Speed,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -        -    290 
Spancer,  John  C,  of  New  York,  attended  -    292 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  for  a  committee  to 
inspect  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
Butes  Bank 317 

in  reply  to  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware         -    326 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndea    ...    331,  334 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  remove  the 
deposites 924,  926 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Sem- 
inole resolutions    1133 

on  Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  to  repeal  the 
Bank  charter 1141 

on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  Trumbull's 
painting 1142, 1145 

speech  of,  on  the  Bank  resolutions    -        -  1240 

Staff  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, the   Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  laws  regula- 
ting the         ......    322 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the        •    291 
Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  rescind  the  16th  of  the    -        -      30 
Mr.  Lowndes  moved  an  addition  to  the      -    872 
conaidered,  and  agreed  to*        -        •        -911 

Stark,  Major  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 
of  New  Hampshire,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for 

the  benefit  of 320 

a  bill  granting  a  penaion  to,  twice  read       -    824 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...    339 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in 428 

State  Univaraities,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  were  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  each  State  for 
the  endowment  of  -  -  -  -  -  346 
the  committee  reported  inexpediency         -    681 

Steamboats,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices,  drc,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
transport  the  mail  by  -  -  -  -  431 
a  bill  authorising  the  officer  mentioned  to 
'  contract  for  so  carrying  the  mail,  read 

twice 662 

read  the  third  time»  and  pasaed  «    704 

15th  Coy.  2d  Ssss. — d 


Page. 
Stebbins,  Isaac,  Mr.  Hubbard  aobmitted  a  reso- 

lotion  iuatffiioting  the  Committee  of  Pen-     ' 
sions,  dtc,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  the  name  o^  on  the  penaion 

roU 1146 

Stephens,  William,  Judge,  the  oammittea  a|^ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of, 
were  discharged,  the  aaid  judge  having 
resigned       ......    313 

Stevens,  Ebeneier,  and  others,  the  documents 

in  the  case  of,  read        ....    426 

a  bill  for  the  relief  €f,  twiee  read,  and  a 

third  reading  negatived  ...    433 

the  vote  reoonaiderad,  and  bill  referred  to  a 
select  committee   -        -        .        .        .    433 
Stewart,  Jamea,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -    290 
Still,  Bartlett,  a  bill  for  the  retief  of,  read  twiee  1139 
Stiner,  Thomas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seott,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolution- 
ary  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  War  office  certificate  issued  to    437 
Storrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York,  attended        -    289 
remarks  of,  on  taking  op  the  militaiy  ap- 
propriations ......    447 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  military 

roads 482 

«   remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  in- 
stigating Indian  hostilities      ...    647 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Florida  -        -    682 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports    -        .    749 
remarks  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  Trum- 
bull's picture         1146 

Strictures,  on  Mr.  Lacock's  Seminole  report      -  2360 

Strong,  Sofomon,  of  Massachnaetts,  attended    -    422 

Strother,  George  F^  of  Virginia,  attended        -    314 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  cadets    -    387 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriation 

bill 476 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  to  refer 

the  Seminole  reports     ....    628 
remarks  on  the  resolution  respecting  Florida    682. 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports    .        -    832 
Stuart,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended        -        -    289 
Stuart,  PhoBbe,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  twice    764 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    787 

Suits  in  the  United  States  Courts,  between  citi- 
zens of  tho  same  State ;  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ervin,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were    instructed  to  inquire 

concerning -    386 

Swartwout,  Robert*  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol^  twice 

read 430 

Swift,  General  Joseph  G.,  correspondence  of, 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  course 
of  instruction  pursued  at  the  West  Point 
Military  Academy  -        -        -  2440 

T. 

Talleyrand,  Charlea  Maurice,  copy  of  a  letter 

from,  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador  -        -  1732 

Tallmadge,  Jamea,  of  New  York,  atUnded  -  269 
speech  of,  on  the  ra^lotion  to  admit  Illinois  306 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Anderson  •  •  •  -  339 
remarka  of,  on  the  Maasachuaetta  claim  -  420 
apeech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report  -  710,  722 
on  the  admnaion  of  Miasouri     -        -        -  1203 

Tallmadge,  Matthias  B.,  Judge,  report  in  the 

case  of .       "        '        •     .  m.       m.    ••••1221 
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289 


-    294 


1101 
1140 

2347 
290 
289 
333 

1145 

1427 
2246 


-    431 


Tarr,  Cbri«ttaa»  of  PMinqrlTaawy  altendad 
Tax  Aftnta*  the  eomnitttea  to  mhom  waa  t^ 
femd  at  tha  laat  aataioii  a  reaolntioii  oon* 
oaralof  the  appointmaDt  of,  ibr  the  aa^ 
oral  eoantiaa  in  aach  Stata,  raported  that 
aach  a  Baaaare  waa  inaipediant    - 
Tajlor,  John  W^  of  New  York,  aUaodad 

Tenarka  of,  introdociDg  hia  motion  to  ap- 
point standing  oommittaea     • 
on  the  motion  to  poatpone  Mr*  Holmead'a 
reiolation      ......    376 

on  the  bill  concarning  eadata     ...    388 
on  tha  Military  Appropriation  bill      -        -    471 
on  tha  indafiniie  poitponement  of  the  Sem- 
inole raporta  -        .....  1184 

on  the  appropriation  Ibr  TmmbQll'a  painting  1 146 
apcech  of,  on  the  admiiaion  of  Miasouri  -  1170 
on  tha  Arkanaaa  bill  ....  1222 

Tenneafee,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  sapplemen- 
tary  to  tha  act  to  authorize  the  State  of, 
to  iuue  grants,  dec,  read  twice 
read  tha  third  time,  and  passed 
ai tracts  of  two  letters  from  the  Gofemor  of, 
to  General  Jackson        .... 
Tarrel,  William,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Terry,  Nathaniel,  of  Conncctiont,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  reaolutions  - 
in  vindication  of  Colonel  TrambuU    - 
on  the  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Gonneeticnt 

Asylum 

Testimony,  on  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  .\m- 

brister  -.----. 

Thomss,  Colonel  Jamea,  report  of  the  Attorney 

General  on  the  accounts  of  - 
Timber,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasanta,  the  Naval 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediencT  of  authorising  the  pur- 
chate  of,  for  building  twenty  sloopa-of-war 
a  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 
eflect  the  act  making  reservation  of  car- 
tain  public  landa  to  supply,  read  twice    - 

Tlmberlake,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of 

read  twice        ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
Tohondoche,   a  Seneca  warrior,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  Harrison,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, dec  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  placing  the  name  of»  on 
the  pension  rolls  -        -        -        .        . 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended 
Tonnage  and  Discriminsting  Duties,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  in  addition  to  act  concerning 
read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Townsend,  George,  of  New  York,  attended 
Trade,  report  frem  the  War  Department  on  the 
subject  of  Indian  ..... 

Tradiog-Honaea,  dU^,  tha  bill  of  laat  session  aa- 
tablishingt  among  tha  Indian  tribea,  w.aa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
faire -.---.- 
a  hill  from  the  Senate  to  enforce  for  a  fur- 
ther time  the  act  establishing,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
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1167 

1189 
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424 

298 

1403 
1410 
1416 
1426 
289 

2466 


392 


1416 
1417 


TranafiM'  of  Meoeya,  a  letter  fimn  tbe  SecRtaiy 

of  War  giriiig  a  Btatemeat  of  the    -       -  1^31 
Transportation  of  Gooda 
of  Mr.  Silabee, 
nittee  of  Weya  and  M 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  af  al- 
lowing the,  withottl  ioas  of  debeBtnss 
veporttheraon  -*-.-. 
Transportation  of  Persona  of  Color,  a  biB  fnm 
the  Senate  respecting  the        ... 
read  twice,  and  xefeired     •         •        .       . 
raported  without  amendment     ... 
Transportation  of  Siavea,  Mr.  Linn,  oi  New  Jcr- 
aey,  submitted  a  reaolntion  relative  ta    - 
conaidered  and  negatived  .... 
Treasury  Department,  a  bill  lioaa  the  Senate 

providing  ibr  the  better  or^gmniasnlaim  of  ths  \¥A 
twice  read,  and  refisrred     -         •         -       >  14H 
reported  without  amendment     •         -       .  14]^ 
Treaaury  Notea  lost,  d^  on    motion  of  Hr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana  were  inetmcted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  pcoviding  far 
the  payment  of     -        -         ... 
a  biU  to  authorize  payment  o(  in  oeitaia 
cases,  read  twice  ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pmaeod 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenti, 
and  concurred  in  -         .  .         .       .  ^. 

Treaty,  Projet  of  a,  delivered  by  Don  Luk  dc 
Quia,  the  Minister  of  Spain,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State        *.         -         ... 
a  counter  projet,  by  Mr.  Adams 
copy  of  the,  of  amity,  aettlement,  duu 
the  ratification  of  the  aame 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 
on  motion  of,  the  Committee  of  Public  Landi 
were  instructed  to  inqntre  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provision  Ibr  patents  ti 
aoldiera  on  furlough,  &c.         .         .       •  3^ 
remarka  of^  on  the  military  aimropitatisB 

bill        ....        V^  '^.     4M,4r? 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  Ibr  a  ecsre  fium 

againat  the  bank    -        •         .        .       .  SK 
on  die  question  of  considering  the  same    - 11^ 
Tucker,  Henry  St  George,  of  Virginia,  attended  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  referring  the  Cheeapeake  and 

Delaware  canal  bill        .         .         .       .  4» 
on  taking  up  the  military  appropriations   -  ^ 

449, 467,  tit 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Neleoa  -       •  ^ 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  •  S9I 
Turner,  Thomas,  the  bill  of  laat  eeeaion  for  re- 
lief of  the  heira  of,  waa  taken  np,  and  or^ 
dared  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .       -    M. 
Turnpike  from  Pittsburg  to  Waterfcid,  a  motiaa 
by.  Mr.  Moore,  conoeming  sabecriptioa  to 
the  stock  of  the,  negatived     -        •        -  141' 
Toatonaky  Thluceo,  the  fiig  Weirrior,  tdUL  oT 

the  Creek  chiala  to        -        .        .       .  SOtf 

Twiggs,  Major,  letter  from,  to  Creneral  Jaekaoa  S£i 

letter  from,  to  General  Gainea  •        •       -  t\^ 

letter  from,  to  Governor  Mitchell        .       •  SSK 

Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        .       -   ^H 

remarks  of,  on  the  reeolutiGn  to  remove  tfe 

public  depositee  -  -  .  .  .  0| 
speech  oi^  on  the  Seminole  leporta  -  •  ^ 
on  tha  hank  raaolatioBa     •        •        .       .  136* 
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Uniform  Syttem  of  Bankraptoj,  a  bill  to  Mtab- 


l  liih  an,  read,  Ac.  -        •        •        .        . 

United  States  and  foreign  coiae,  detailed  report  on 
Upham,  Nathaniel,  of  New  Hanip«hire,  attended 
Vaefnl  Indentions,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons to  whom  patents  have  been  issued  for 

V. 

Vandeventer,  Major,  chief  clerk  of  War  De- 
partment, extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson 

Van  Ness,  William  P.,  report  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Vasse,  Ambrose,  a  letter  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Vienna,  the  Marquis  de,  a  colonel  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  Mr.  Middleton  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  •        -        .        - 
a  bill  making  provision  for  the  claim  of,  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
Vine  and  Olive,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  8.  Smith, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  report  a  statement  of  the  progress 
mmde  under  the  act  for  encouraging  the 

cultivation  of  the 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 

Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of  the  heirs  of      -        -        -        - 

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 

W. 

Wait's  State  Papers,  a  bill  f^om  the  Senate  no 

thorizing  subscription  for,  read  twice 
Wakefield,  Harvey,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi,  read 

twice 

Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      - 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     - 

on  the  Arkansas  bill 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports 
on  the  Bank  resolutions    .... 
Walker,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .... 
Walker,  Tandy,  a  bill  authorizing  the  name  of, 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  rolls,  read 
twice,  &c.     -..-.- 
Wallace,  J.  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
Warren,  James,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Washington,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  re- 
served lots  in  the  dty  of,  was  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  .        .        - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
city  of,  read  twice  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  of  Maryland, 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  authorize 
the,  to  construct  their  road  through  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read  twice     - 
•    r    ead  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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392 
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411 
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860 

1226 

290 
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1404 
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446 
289 
1139 
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1410 
1410 


P^. 


316 

444 


-  1139 

1146 
1149 


646 
661 
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291 


643 
646 
765 
422 
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831 
1828 
1893 

289 

-  1697 


2438 
289 

2118 


Wayne,  Thomas,  a  purser  in  the  United  State* 

Navy,  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 
committee  of*        •        .        .        •        . 
Weights  and  Measures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  a  standard  of    • 
said  committee  discharged        ... 
subject  referred  to  the  committee  on  coins  - 
detailed  report  from  said  commitee  on 
Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oC  read  twice,  dbc 
Wells,  Benjamin,  the  petition  of  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 

read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Wendover,  Peter  H.  of  New  York,  attended    • 
West  India  Trade,  acU  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the       -        -        - 
West  Point,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with 
sundry  papers   relatit^g  to  the   military 
academy  at   - 

Westerlo,  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Western  Boundary,  projet  of  an  article  by  the 

Secretary  of  State,  describing  the   - 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    339 
*        ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1146 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1 160 
White, ,  a  prisoner  at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Trimble,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  request  of  the  President  such 
information  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  to 
furnish,  at  next  session,  respecting 
Whiteside,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Whitman,  Bzekiel,  of  Massachnsetts,  attended  - 
resolution  oflered  by,  concerning  Revolu- 
tionary pensions    .        .        -        .        . 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign 
seamen  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Missoari 
Widows  and  Children  of  Officers,  Seamen,  and 
Marines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  tlieexpediency  of  extending  for 
a  further  term  the  pensions  to         -        -    296 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing, read  twice      •        -        -        -        p    345 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •        .    397 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        •    410 
Widows  of  Militia,  the  bill  of  last  session  oon- 
cerning,  was  taken  up,  read  the  tfatrd 
time,  and  passed    .        .        ^        •        .    387 
Wilde,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Sehate  to  anthor- 
iie  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred 390 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        -    435 
Wilkin,  J.  W.,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -    289 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -    910 
said  committee  discharged,  and  referred  to 

the  Judiciary  Committee        ...  1086 
the  latter  also  discharged  -        -        -        -  1194. 
Williams,  Isaac,  of  New  York,  attended   - 
WilUams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  the  peti- 
tion of  Matthew  Ljon    -        .        -        -    297 
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Williams,  Lewis— eontiDued.  Page. 

remarks  o(  introdactory  of  his  motion  r«- 
specting  a  rednction  of  the  Arm  j   -        -    390 

remarlu  of,  on  the  report  in  case  of  Kellogg    417 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  appro- 
priations         446,449 

speedi  oi,  on  the  hill  making  the  same    460,  480 

Williams,  Jame&    (See  Choding^  John.) 
Williams,  Thomas  8.,  of  Conneettent,  attended    S89 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     -        -  1077 
Williams,  George,  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
memorial  of 1167 

Wilson,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -    291 

Wilson,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     -    289 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 

relief  of;  twice  read        ....  1282 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1328 
Windmill  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfac- 
tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  on   -    398 

Wines,  d^.,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  certain, 

read  twice 366 

laid  on  the  table 1402 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1411 
.  rea4  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1417 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer,  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  to  request  of  that 
body  to  permit  two  of  its  members  to  at- 
tend a  committee  of  the  House,  as          -    787 
a  message  from  the  Senate  according  per. 
mission 871 

Worthington,  Gad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read 322 

Wright,  Obed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
President  copies  of  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  passed  between  the  Gk>T- 
ernor  of  Georgia  and  General  Jackson 
relative  to  the  arrest  of  -  -  -  -  386 
a  message  trsnsmitting  the  correspondence 

asked  for 892 

copies  of  the  documents  on  the  subject  of  -  2383 

Wright,  Major  Clinton,  letter  from,  to  General 

Gaines 2167 


Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  final  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution to  admit  Illinois  -        -        -        -    31 1 

on  amending  the  resolution  concerning  the 
Bank 836 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  half-pay  Pen- 
sion bill 384 

on  lecommitting  the  hill  concerning  widows 
ofmilitia 387 


41 

ill 


42} 

4S 


Yeas  and  Nays—continued.  P^i 

on  the  third  reading  of  Um  lull  toextsadfer 

a  further  term  certain  peiiaioDs 
on  indefinite  postponemeoi  of  the 
on  recommitting  the  same  with  inalndiiMa 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  eaoM 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  tfaektse- 

fit  of  Dnfour  and  asnoriatea  - 
on  the  question  of  its  passage  - 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  hill  for  relief  of 

E.  Stevens  and  others    ... 
on  the  appropriation  for  military  roadi 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Militaiy  Appro- 
priation bUI   -        -         .... 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  resolation  ooncemiog  the 
execution  of  Arbnthnot  -        -       -      -  IIX 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in  the  case  of  Ambrister  •  -  IIV 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  qoeetios  \\t 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  resolation  -  -  •  •  IIX 
on  amending  the  item  of  appropriatioa  6r 

the  Cumberland  road  -  -  .  •  lis 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  is- 

crease  certain  salaries  -  -  •  •  11)1 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •  li^ 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Williaffli*s  re»- 

lution  to  reduce  the  Army  -  >  - 11^ 
on  Mr.  TftUmadge's  motion  to  amend  the 

Missouri  bill  -  -  -  .  .  •  I!14 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -  -  -  ^'-^ 
on  amending  the  Arkansas  bill  1237, 123S,  10 
on  recommitting  the  same  -       .      •  ItT* 

on  amending  the  Misooari  biU  -       •1273,i» 
on  concurring  in  the  rejection  of  the  resola- 
tion to  repeal  the  Bank  charter     - 
on  concurring  in  the  rejection  of  Mr.TjiiB- 

ble's  motion  for  a  teire  faeiaM 
on  Mr.  Johnson's  motion  to  add  a  new  lee- 
tion  to  the  Bank  bill      -        -       -      * 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill    • 
on  the  Senate  resolution  to  amend  the  Con* 

stitution  -  -  -  .  .  -  It* 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Mifoonri 

bUl        -        - I«» 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate'a  amendsKot 

to  the  same  -  -  -  .  .  •  1^ 
on  adhering  to  the  rejection  of  the  Seoate'i 

amendment  -        -        -        -       .      •  1^3 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Senate  bill  to 
establish  a  new  land  office  in  Illinoii    •  1^- 
Young,  Major  W.,  copy  of  a  note  to,  from  Go^- 
ernor  Mazot  ....-* 


lii: 
m 

Uli 


1» 


Z. 

Zuniga,  Maurido  de,  copy  of 
General  Jackson    - 


letur  from,  to 
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FubUc  Acts  and  BuoltUioaa. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


-  S681 


3498 

2476 
3503 


A.  Page. 

Additional  Agent  for  paying  Penaionfl,  an  aet  to 
anthoriie  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint 
an,  in  the  State  of  Tennesiee 

Alabama  Territoiy,  an  aet  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  conttitntion  and  State  gor- 
emment        •-..-. 

Alleghany  Mountaina,  a  bill  to  ettabtiah  a  jadi- 
eial  diatrict  in  Virginia,  west  of  the 

Arkansaa,  an  act  to  eetablish  the  Territory  of    - 

Armitrong,  General,  an  act  direettng  payment  of 
certain  bills  drawn  by,  in  faTor  of  Wil- 
liam Morgan  .....  S488 

B. 

Bank  oi  the  United  Statee,  an  aet  to  enftnce  the 
pxoTisiona  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
snbacribera  to  the  -  -  -  -  -  2681 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  izamme  into 
the  proceedings  of  the,  free  of  postage    •  2660 

Bonndaries  of  Districts,  dec,  an  act  to  designate 

the,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana    -  3683 

C. 

Cleriu,  an  act  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 

Department  of  War       ....  3473 
(See  Provident  A»§oeiatum  of.) 

Coasting  Trade,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

concerning  the       -        -        >        .        .  3601 

Coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
regulating.ihe  currency  within  the  United 
States  of  the  gold,  dbe.  ....  2636 

Creek  Nation,  an  act  authorising  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  reaerved  to  certain  chiefs,  war- 
riors, dtc,  of  the 3486 

D. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  -        -        -  3613 

Documents,  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 

transmission  of  certain,  free  of  postage   -  3649 

Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  3493 

Errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  Land 
Offices,  an  act  providing  for  the  correc- 
tion of  3636 

F. 

False  Entries  for  the  benefit  of  Drawback,  an  act 

to  provide  additional  penalties  for  -        -  3490 

Fatigue  Duty,  an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 

Army  when  employed  in        -        -        -  3496 

Fire  Engines,  dec,  an  act  authorising  the  pur- 
chase of 3686 

Florida,  East  and  West^  an  act  to  authorize  the 
President  to  take  possession  of,  and  to 
establish  a  temporary  government  therein  3634 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  to  suspend  for  a  lim- 
ited time  the  sale  or,  for  failure  to  complete 
payments,  dtc       .....  3630 


G.  Page. 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  ibr 

the  support  of,  for  the  year  1819    -        -  3606 

H. 

Half-pay  Pensions,  an  act  extending  the  term  o( 

in  certain  cases     .....  3613 

I. 

Illinois,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 

the  State  of 8614 

an  act  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the 
State  of,  for  the  ae^t  of  government  of  said 

Stata 3636 

a  joint  resolution  declaring  the  admisaonof 
the  State  of,  into  the  Union  ...  3648 

Imported  Salt,  an  act  in  addition  to  and  altera- 
tion of  an  act  laying  a  duty  on,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  dec  ...  3631 

Indiana,  an  act  respecting  the  location  of  certain 
sections  of  land  to  be  granted  for  the  seat 
of  government  in  the  State  of       -        -  3636 

Indian  Tribee,  an  aet  making  provision  for  the 

civilization  of  certain     ....  3637 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  regulating  paymento 

to 3634 

Invalid  Pensions,  an  act  concerning  ...  3637 

J. 

Jefferson  County,  Virginia,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  of 
land  in 3633 

Jervey,  Thomas  Hall,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -  3490 

K. 

Kensie  and  Fonnrth,  an  aot  for  the  relief  of       -  3490 
Kinsley,  Adam,  Thomas  French,  and  Charies  S. 

Leonard,  an  act  for  the  relief  of     -        -  3487 

L. 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol 3473 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  and  Buoys,  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  building,  erecting,  and  placing, 
dec 3646 

Louisiana,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
of,  and  Territory  of  Missouri  ...  3687 

M. 

Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  an 

act  to  incorporate  the    -        -        -        -  3480 

Michigan  Territory,  an  act  authorizing  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Delegate  to  Congress  from       -  3479 

Military  Land  Warranto,  an  act  allowing  further 
time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating 
of 3491 

Military  Service,  an  act  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the,  dbc         -        -        -        -  3473 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  year 
1819forthe 8476 

Military  Sites,  an  act  authorizing  the  aale  of 

certain  -..-.-  3631 
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N.  Pige. 

Naming  VeMela  ia  the  Navy,  a  joint  reaoluUon 

declaring  the  manner  of        -        -        -  SS6S 

Na^,  an  act  making  sppropriattona  for  the  rap- 
port of  the,  for  the  jear  1819  -        -        -  348S 

New  Orleans,  an  act  for  aajoeting  claime  to  land, 

&c..  in  the  districts  east  of  the  Island  of  3539 

North  Carolina,  a  joint  resolution  directing  a 

survey  of  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of     -  2M9 

P. 

Passenger  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  regulating  S496 1 

Patents,  an  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  Statea,  to  cases 
arising  under  the  law  relating  to    •        -  ^i^8 

Pennsyl^Ania,  an  act  concerning  the  Western 

Dbtriet  court  of 3474 

Piracy,  an  act  lo  protect  commeree  und  to  pun- 
ish the  crime  of     -        -        -        -        -  3534 

Poir«y»  M.,  an  act  making  prcrviston  for  the 

claim  of        ...-•-.  3490 

Post  Office  Bstablishment,  an  act  to  repeal  part 
of  an  act,  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating 
the 3548 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  3615 

Preble^  Commodore  Bdward,  an  act  to  antboriie 
the  distrtbutiott  of  a  sum  of  money  among 
the  representatives  of,  and  oOkera  und 
crew  of  the  Syren  ...        -3476 

Printing  of  Congress,  joint  reaoiutions  directinf 
Uie  manner  in  which  the,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted, dkc,     ..-.--  3660- 

Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  dec.,  an  act  to 

incorporate  the      .....  2483 

Public  Aoeounte,  an  act  siqiplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  pronqit  wltlehiiBnt 
of 3491 

Pliblic  Buildings,  an  act  making  uppropiiationi 

for  the,  dbc 3536 

R. 

Bolinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  con- 

ceming  the  aUowanee  of  pensions  upon  a  3535 


Ring,  Hannah,  and  others,  an  ad  Ibr  the 

of         ...        -         -        -      .5J 

Rockville  and  Washington  Tnininko  CempeoT. 
an  act  to  authorixe  the,  to  extend  tbor 
road  through  the  District  of  Cofatnfaii  •  W- 

8. 

Salaries  of  certain  Officen  of  the  Govemmca^ 
an  act  to  increase  the     -         -        .      .  2^ 

Seybert*s  Sutistieal  Annals^  and  Pitkin's  Cob- 
mereial  Statistics,  a  joint  lesolnlioB  fe- 
the  distribution  of  the  former,  and  dizeei> 
ing  the  latter  to  be  deposited  in  tht  Li- 
faraiy     -        -        -        -        -        •-& 

Slave  Trade,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  pn- 
Mbitingthe & 

Steamboats,  an  act  authoriiing  the  Postmaster 
(General  to  contract  for  canying  the  mail, 
between  New  Orleans  and  £oaisville,in  •  ^ 

Stuart,  Pfambe,  an  aet  for  the  relief  oT  -  d£ 

T. 

Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Dnties,  an  act  la 

addition  to  the  act  oonoeming        •       •  £2 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  an  act 
to  continue  in  force  for  a  foitiier  time 
the  act  establishing        -        -        .       -  Sir 

Tieasuiy  Notes  lost  or  destroyed,  an  act  to  as- 
thorixe  payment  in  certain  cases  on  a^ 
count  of        -        -        -        -        .      .W: 

Turner,  Thomas,  an  act  concerning  the  hein  mi 

legatees  of     -        -        -        .        .      .  >^.% 

V. 

Vien&e,  M.  de,  an  act  making  provisiDn  for  ^ 
claim  of        -        -        -         -        .      .  S^ 

W. 

Washington,  an  aOt  supplemental  to  the  act  t» 

amend  the  charter  of  the  Ci^  of  -      •  ^ 

Wariiingtsn  Turnpike  Company*  of  MaiyisBi 
an  act  suppienental  to  the  aet  to  aulksr- 
iie  the,  to  extend  their  road,  d^   -      -  ^^ 

Wines,  an  act  to  regulate  the  dnties  en  certsia  ttti 


« *•  * 


<  - 

I 


1.  i»    ^ 


tM 


TA 


fC    ^ 


'  • :; 


t  < 


I  »''#i 


K     \ 


I*. 


?■>■  * 


'1     T 


I  # ," 


.^ 


ft 


•  V 


STANFORD   un.versitv  libraries      STAI 


MES     .    STANFORD   I 


3  klDS   DOT   101   1420 


STANFORD  (JNIV 


UNIVERSITY    LIBR 


■  NIVERSI, 


JTANFORI 


JNIVERSI 


CECIL  H.GREEN  LIBHARY 

STANFORD  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 

STANFORD,  CALIFORNIA  fiSOS-iOda 

16501  723-1493 

grncirc@slonford.edu 

All  booiti  ore  subject  to  recoil 


RiEs    STAI 


^FORD  UNh 


|"Y   librarie:? 


JBRARIES         STANFORD    UNIVERSITY    LIBRARIES         STANFOKI 


:rsity   librarieis     STANFORD   unive;rsity   lipj""""'     CTflf 


VARIES    .    STANFORD   UNIVERSITY    UBRARIES 


